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PREFACE. 


IGHTEEN years have now passed since this Commentary 

on the Holy Scriptures was undertaken. Its publication 

was commenced ten years ago, and the concluding volume is now 

presented to the public. Its conception was due to the late Lord 

Ossington, then Speaker of the House of Commons, and to that 

circumstance it owes its familiar title of * The Speakers Commen- 

tary "—Aa title, however, which derives a further justification from 

the warm interest he maintained in the progress of the work, 
and the constant encouragement it received from him. 

The course of thought during those eighteen years has abun- 
dantly shown the opportuneness of such an undertaking, and, it 
may be hoped, has vindicated the general wisdom of the plan on 
which it was designed. In consequence of ever-accumulating 
discoveries, antiquarian and philological, public attention has been 
concentrated to an unprecedented extent upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures, upon the origin and history of their several books, upon 
their text and their interpretation, and this attention has, for the 
great mass of English readers, given a new interest and impor- 
tance to the Authorized Version, in which, by the use of nearly 
three centuries, those Scriptures have become enshrined for them. 
The first anxiety of the public at large was to know how the 
new discoveries in philology and history bore upon that venerated 
translation, what corrections of its text they rendered necessary, 
and what elucidations of its meaning they afforded. To meet 


this want was the simple and practical purpose with which our 
a2 
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Commentary was designed, and from first to last this purpose 
has been kept steadily in view. In publishing the final volume 
a few observations seem desirable on the method with which 
these objects have been pursued. 

In the first place, as stated on the title-page, it was from the 
outset a primary purpose of the Commentary to furnish in the 
Notes corrected translations of all passages in which the old 
version required revision. These emendations of the Authorized 
Version, when deemed certain, have throughout the work been 
printed in a distinctive type, darker than the rest of the Note ; 
and the reader is thus enabled to see at a glance every correction 
in rendering which modern scholarship has made really necessary. 
The work thus presents substantially the advantages of a Revised 
Version—a circumstance on which it is desirable to insist, in view 
of the scheme for providing such a version which about eight 
years afterwards was set on foot and has since been partially 
executed. 

While, however, the present work has thus, for a large class of 
readers, anticipated, both in conception and execution, the purpose 
of the Revised Version now in progress, it presents one marked 
difference from that undertaking. It was deemed preferable, after 
mature consideration, to present in our Text the Authorized 
Version intact. As was stated in the Preface to the first volume, 
“it was thought that in this way might be reconciled the claims 
*of accuracy and truth with that devout reverence, which has 
*made the present text of the English Bible so dear to all 
“Christians that speak the English tongue." Our design was not 
to supersede the Authorized Version, but to furnish the reader of 
it with the requisite corrections and elucidations, so that the Book 
which has been the life of English religion, and to a great extent 
of English literature, might continue to be studied in its old 
familiar form, while at the same time all danger of mis-reading 
“the pure Word of God” might be avoided. 

It is, however, a fact which must give general satisfaction, 
and for which we feel exceedingly thankful, that on comparing 
the corrections adopted in the Notes to this work with the cor- 
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responding alterations in the Revised Version of the New Tes- 
tament, we find a close approach to agreement in passages 
which affect the sense and have any bearing on doctrine. To 
appreciate the value of this result, it must be borne in mind 
that whereas the Revised Version of the New Testament was 
published in May, 1881, the three volumes of this Commentary 
which extend to the end of the Pastoral Epistles were com- 
pleted in 1878, 1879 and 1880; while it is due to the contri- 
butors to this last volume to add that the Commentary on the 
remaining portion, from the Epistle to the Hebrews to the 
Revelation, was not only printed, but for the most part stereo- 
typed and ready for publication, long before the appearance of 
the New Version. Any coincidence, therefore, between our 
corrections and those of the Revisers is the more valuable, 
as being undesigned and completely independent. In our 
Commentary, the reader has for every such correction the 
authority of a scholar who for many years had given special atten- 
tion to the portion of Scripture in which it occurs, and whose 
judgment has generally been confirmed by his fellow-labourers, 
to whom as a rule the proofs of each portion were sent, and 
by many of whom singular care has been bestowed upon them. 

When the conclusions in the two works are identical 
in substance, if not in form, there can be little doubt that 
they express positive results of Biblical Scholarship, and will 
probably command the consent of competent judges. When 
the corrections or alterations differ, the difference seldom, 
if ever, occurs in reference to questions of pure scholarship. 
It generally depends. on the greater or less importance attached 
by either party to the testimony of early Versions, or of the 
great Fathers, and to the general judgment of the Churches. 
To such considerations great weight is, indeed, on all hands 
attached. But a different estimate of their influence from that 
adopted by the Revisers has undoubtedly determined some of the 
results presented in this Commentary on questions of considerable 
importance, especially as affecting the integrity of Holy Scripture 
as hitherto generally received. 
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Such has been the nature of our labours as respects the 
correction of the text of the Scriptures. In respect to the 
explanatory matter in the Notes, great pains have been taken 
to present the results of laborious investigations in a condensed 
form. As a rule but little space has been allowed to the 
discussion of interpretations dismissed as untenable by our 
contributors. Our object has been to put the reader at once 
in possession of the results of our enquiries, and to spare 
him the task of comparing conflicting views, especially those 
which appeared merely speculative’. 

Where subjects required fuller discussion than could con- 
veniently be afforded in notes of this character, they are dealt with 
separately in Essays at the close of a Book or Chapter. Our 
object has been simply to afford the reader the necessary mate- 
rials for understanding the text; and the limits of our space 
precluded us, for the most part, from admitting observations 
The extent of 
the Commentary was expected not to exceed eight or ten 
volumes; and it has been found practicable to complete the 
Old Testament in six volumes, and the New Testament in 
The volumes are, indeed, somewhat larger than was at 
first contemplated; but the enlargement was rendered inevit- 
able by the constant accumulation of materials, and by the 
growing demand for full and precise information on points of 
exegetical interest. 

It remains to give some account of the general conduct of the 
undertaking. Its conception, as has been stated, was due to the late 
Lord Ossington ; but that the idea was carried into effect is due in 
the first instance to the present Archbishop of York.. On the 


which did not bear directly on this purpose. 


four. 


1 To this general rule the present 
volume presents one exception which calls 
for notice. The writer of the Commentary 
on the Revelation, who had devoted many 
years to the study of tbis most difficult 
book, deemed it essential to present, to- 
gether with his own conclusions, a com- 
plete view of the systems of interpretation 
adopted by ancient and modern expositors 


of recognized position and authority. As 
a necessary result of this decision, in 
which the Editor reluctantly acquiesced, 
the Commentary on the Revelation con- 
siderably exceeds the average length. But 
it may be hoped that the reader will, on the 
whole, welcome what may be regarded as 
an exhaustive commentary on a peculiarly 
difficult and obscure portion of Scripture. 
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suggestion being made to the Archbishop, he at once proceeded 

to call a meeting for forming a Committee, and took an active 
part in its formation. By that Committee, which comprised many 
Prelates and distinguished laymen, with the Regius Professors of 
Divinity in Oxford and Cambridge, the plan of the work was settled, 
and the selection of the Contributors and of the general Editor was 
finally approved. The Archbishop of York of course became 
Chairman, and the practical direction of the work was entrusted 
to the Editor. Both in the constitution of the original Committee 
and in the choice of contributors, care was taken that all parties 
should be represented by whom the fundamental principles of the 
Anglican Church are recognized. For some years, meetings of 
the original Committee were held frequently, at which points not 
definitely determined, or open to question, were fully considered. 
These meetings were attended by all the members, generally at 
the residence of the Speaker; but when questions respecting the 
form and character of the work had been unanimously and finally 
decided, and when the list of contributors was completed, the 
execution was left to them, and to the Editor, whose responsi- 
bility extends to every part. Had questions of principle arisen, 
reference would have been made to the Regius Professors of 
Divinity and the Archbishop; but no such intervention has been 
called for. From first to last the work has proceeded without 
any clash or danger of disruption; and, as now presented to’ 
the public, it affords an attestation to the substantial unity of 
principles which underlies all superficial divergences of opinion 
within our Church. 

The duty of the Editor has necessarily involved a vigilant and 
laborious supervision of the work of his colleagues, particularly in 
ensuring that no important investigations on their respective 
subjects were accidentally unnoticed, but the contributors have 
enjoyed practical independence. More particularly, in points not 
of primary or doctrinal importance, whether affecting the compara- 
tive value of differing expositions, or the results of archaeological or 
philological investigations, the Editor has not attempted to inter- 
fere with the liberty or discretion of the contributors, and each of 
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them is strictly responsible for his own statements. It may be 
admitted that thorough uniformity, such as marks the production 
of a single mind or the labours of colleagues under complete 
control, is not attainable under such a system. But it will pro- 
bably be felt that this disadvantage is more than compensated 
by the greater freedom and independence, and by the wider scope 
of research, which are rendered possible when each scholar follows 
his own course, and is himself mainly responsible for the eluci- 
dation of the portion of Scripture specially entrusted to his care. 

The original list of contributors is necessarily somewhat differ- 
ent from that which is presented by the successive volumes. But 
it differs far less than might be supposed. In the Old Testament, 
the gaps occasioned by the deaths of three contributors were 
supplied from the general list without calling in new hands, except 
for the Book of Daniel. Thus the Editor, who originally under- 
took the Book of Job only, had to write the Commentary and 
Essays on the first part of Exodus, the Introduction and part of 
the Commentary on the Psalms, and that on Habakkuk ; but with 
few exceptions, the other books have been treated by the writers 
to whom they were originally assigned. In the New Testament, 
the portion of the Gospels left incomplete by the death of Dean 
Mansel devolved upon the Editor. Some portions of St Paul's 
Epistles, from Ephesians to Philemon, surrendered by Bishops 
Lightfoot and Benson, were undertaken by the Bishop of Derry, 
aided by the Dean of Raphoe, and by other contributors originally 
connected with the work. In this last volume, with the exception 
of the Second Epistle of St Peter, and that of St Jude, every portion 
was written by the contributor to whom it was first allotted!. 


1 The two Epistles of St Peter, together gaged Professor Lumby for the Second 
with that of St Jude, were originally as- Epistle of St Peter and for that of St Jude; 
signed to the Editor. They were willingly and some time afterwards, on his elevation 
transferred, however, by the Editor to to the Bishopric of Durham, he gave up 
Bishop, then Professor, Lightfoot, in sub- also the First Epistle of St Peter, which 
stitution for the Pauline Epistles which he thus reverted to the Editor. This state- 
had undertaken, as he desired to be re- ment seems necessary to account for the 
lieved from the latter, on the ground that withdrawal of so distinguished a name 
he was producing a. Commentary of his from the list of contributors. 
own upon them. Dr Lightfoot then en- ; 
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The Editor cannot but express his deep thankfulness that a 
work involving so many difficulties, and liable to so many unfore- 
seen disturbances, should thus have been brought to its conclusion 
without any substantial deviation either from the principles or 
the form adopted and explained at its commencement. 
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I. Tue TrrLE OF THE EPISTLE. 


T is certain that the Title which stands 

in our Authorised Version (adopted 

from the Received Greek Text and the 
Vulgate) is not the primitive one. 

In the most ancient existing Greek 
Manuscripts (A, B, and y) the heading is 
simply, To tHe HEBREWs. The same 
must have been the case in the Alexan- 
drian manuscripts at the end of the second 
century, since we find Origen speaking 
of *the Epistle which bears the super- 
scription, Zo the Hebrews.” The Peshito 
Syriac Version, also, which was made not 
long after the middle of the second cen- 
tury, has “ The Epistle to the Hebrews.” 

It is scarcely necessary, however, to 
appeal to documentary evidence. All 
the most ancient traditions relative to 
this Epistle (see 111. Sect. x) imply that 
the oldest copies had no author’s name 
prefixed. The writer had seen fit, for 
whatever reason, not to place his name 
at the head of the Epistle; and, although 
the persons to whom it was sent knew 
well from whom it came (see xiii. 18—24), 
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yet those who first transcribed it imitated 
the writer's reticence. 

Under these circumstances, it seems 
obviously proper that we should inquire 
into the evidence for the Canonicity of 
the Epistle prior to making any attempt 
to determine (if possible) its authorship. 


ll 


The inquiry on this point is of a strictly 
historical kind.—Have we good ground 
for affirming that this Epistle stood, in 
_ primitive times, among the books which 
had authority in determining the Church's 
faith? and have later ages of the Church 
ratified, by their mature decisions, the 
view that had prevailed in the first age? 

I. As regards the Eastern Church, the 
answers to these questions can be soon 
given. All the evidence we possess tends 
to prove that the Epistle was received as 
canonical from the earliest times by the 
churches of Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt. 
The fact, already alluded to, of its inser- 
tion in the Peshito Version is a very 
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weighty one. Justin Martyr (A.D. 145) 
quoted it as a Scriptural authority of 
equal rank with the book of Genesis h 
The language of the Epistle is clearly re- 
flected in a fragment of Pinytus of Crete 
(A. D. 170) and ina passage of Theophilus 
of Antioch? (A.D. 180). Irenæus, also 
(whose testimony belongs properly to the 
Eastern Church),has at least two manifest 
allusions to this Epistle. Clement of 

. Alexandria (A.D. 165—220) quotes it 
frequently, and always as of apostolic 
authority. Origen does the same (A.D. 
186—253). We need mention no later 
names. It is undeniable that in the 
third century the Epistle was received 
as canonical by all the churches of the 
East; and that it has continued to be 
so received down to the present day. 

2. On turning to the Western Church 
we find that we have a somewhat com- 
plicated problem to deal with. 

(z) On the one hand, we have clear 
proof that the Epistle was already looked 
upon as authoritative by the Roman 
Church in the later part of the first 
century. This proof is supplied by a 
Letter which St Clement wrote, as Bishop 
of Rome and in the name of the Roman 
Church, to the Church of Corinth*, In 
this Letter the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
frequently referred to? in precisely the 
same way as the other Epistles; besides 
which it is evident that the writer's whole 
way of viewing and expounding religious 
truth had been largely influenced by this 
Epistle. The factis unquestionable. It 
was observed by Eusebius; who says, 


1 ¢Apol.’ 1. 63 (cp. 12). He joins together 
_the testimonies of Gen. xviii. 2 and Hebr. iii. 1; 
so making (to adopt Dean Alford’s words) ‘‘what 
‘can hardly but be called a canonical use of” the 
Epistle. 

? Dr Westcott, on the * Canon of the N. T. ;? 
PP: 172, 3, 208. 

' 9$ Compare ‘c. Her.’ 11. xxx. 9 with Hebr. 
i. 3, and II. xix. 1 with Hebr. iv. 2. 

4 That Marcion (A.D. 140) excluded it from 
his canon, is a fact scarcely worth noticing. He 
rejected three of the four Gospels, the Acts, and 
‘the Pastoral Epistles ; simply because they were 
oppa to his own teaching. 

The date of the letter cannot well be later 
than A.D. 96. It may, however, be much earlier. 
Irenæus speaks of Clement as embodying in his 
Letter “the teaching (rapadoow) which he had 
recently (veoavi) received from the Apostles” (111. 
iii. 3). 
$ See especially chh, 17, 21, 36, and 43: but 
note also chh, 1, 9, 10, 12, 27, 34» 56s ` j 


“He not only borrows many thoughts 
from the Epistle to the Hebrews, but 
uses its very words'." 

It is certain, then, that, before the end 
of the first century, this Epistle was held 
in the highest honour by the Roman 
Church, and was used with at least as 
much deference as was accorded to 
Epistles of confessedly apostolical origin. 
This is a fact of primary importance, 
which must never be lost sight of in the 
present inquiry. No other Epistle can 
be more distinctly proved to have had a 
place in the primitive canon of the Ro- 
man Church. 

(Z). On the other hand, from about the 
end of the second century down to the 
close of the fourth, we find many traces, 
in different parts of the Western Church, 
of the Epistle's not being regarded as, in 
the full sense of the word, canonical. It 
had a place assigned it in the sacred 
volume which contained the books of the 
New Testament; but, not being held to 
be apostolical, was not allowed.to be of 
binding cogency for the settlement of 
controversy, and, in some cases, was not 
publicly read in the Churches. 

Notwithstanding this, however, the tes- 
timony of the Western Church, as a 
whole, is not doubtful. For, ZZzrsZy:— 
We have already seen that the Roman 
Christians, who lived at the time when 
the Epistle was written, received it into 
their canon. It is inconceivable that 
they should have done this, if they had 
not had clear and positive knowledge of 
the author. If, therefore, apostolicity 
was a necessary condition (as the doubt- 
ers maintained) of canonicity, then it fol- 
lowed that, in the judgment of those 
who had the means of knowing, the 
Epistle had been written by an apostle ; 
and their unhesitating reception of it 
cannot be set aside because persons, 
who lived one or two or three hundred 
years later, thought that it was not apos- 
tolic. — SSecong]y:— Whatever may have 
been the extent, to which an opinion 
adverse to the canonicity of the Epistle 
prevailed for a time’, or whatever may 


_ 1 SE. HL,’ 111. 38. Dr Westcott remarks: **It 
is not too much to say, that it [the Ep. to the 
Hebr.] was wholly transfused into Clement’s 
mind” (* H. of the Canon,’ p. 26). 

? It should be borne in mind that 

(1) Much of the evidence which is brought for- 


THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 3 


have been. its origin', thus much is 
certain, that by the end of the fourth 
century the Epistle was firmly established 
in the Canon of the Western Church. 
The ground, on which this settlement 
was effected, is. set forth by St Jerome in 
very memorable words. After remarking 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews was not 
included in the Latin Canon, nor the 
Apocalypse in the Greek, he continues : 
* and yet we receive both; following by 
no means ¢he usage of the present time, 
but the authority of ancient writers, who 
for the most part freely refer to passages 
of both as canonical.” Both Jerome 
and Augustine, we may add, were careful 
to explain that they did not consider it 
possible to determine the authorship with 
absolute certainty. 

The position thus assigned to the 
Epistle was undisturbed for the next 
eleven hundred years. In the early part 
of the sixteenth century, when the 
question of its authorship was again 
raised, and freely discussed by both Ro- 
man and Reformed divines, by far the 
greater part of those, who had doubts as 
to its being St Paul’s, steadily upheld its 
canonicity*, Luther, however, led by 


ward is negative ; that is, drawn from the silence of 
Latin writers. But this is a very precarious ground 
of inference. For instance :—we know that early 
in the Fifth Century the Epistle was admitted at 
Rome to be St Paul’s. Yet it is not quoted by 
Innocent, Zosimus, Boniface, Siricius, Celestine, 
nor (in what are held to be his genuine works) 
by Leo the Great ;—the six successive Bishops of 
Rome between A.D. 402 and 461. 

(2) No weight can be attached to the fact that 
Muratori's Canon does not mention the Epistle. 
It also omits the Epistle to St James and both 
the Epistles of St Peter. In all likelihood, it is 
only a fragment (see Dr Westcott, p. 198). 

(3) When St Jerome says, that **ZZe Latin cus- 
tom does not receive it among the canonical 
Scriptures" (on Isaiah ch. viii), he must be em- 
ploying the term “Latin” in alimited sense. It 
did not, for instance (see III. r. 7), include the 
churches of Milan and Brescia. Indeed, in 
another place he himself says; ‘‘though many of 
the Latins doubt concerning it" (on Matt. xxvi). 

1 On this point see III. 1. 6. 

? Erasmus, who argued vehemently against 
the Pauline authorship (see 111. 3, § v. 3) wrote: 
“I do not think that the faith is exposed to peril, 
if the whole Church be mistaken in regard to the 
title of this Epistle, so long as it is settled that 
the Holy Ghost is its principal author; and oz 
this point we are agreed." 

Calvin wrote: “I, indeed, embrace it without 
controversy among the Apostolical Epistles... As 
to the question, Who composed it, we need not 
trouble ourselves much.” 


mistaken views of some passages in the 
Epistle, gave it only a secondary rank 
among.the writings of the New Testa- 
ment ; and was followed in this by many 
German divines of his own and the next 
age. But soon after the beginning of 
the seventeenth century its authority in 
the German Church was restored, chiefly 
through the labours of John Gerhard ; 
who contended that the term * deutero- 
canonical” should be held to mean simply, 
“of uncertain authorship,” without in any 
way derogating from the canonical dignity 
of the book to which it was applied. 
May we not.say, then, that the emer- 
gent testimony of the Western Church, 
though it differ so widely in. character 
from that of the Eastern, cannot be looked 
upon as less valuable? Inthe East there 
was a general acceptance of the Epistle 
from the first; which has continued with- 
out variation to the present time, In 
the West its authority had been most 
distinctly recognized in the first century’; 
then in the course of the third and fourth 
centuries it passed through a severe ordeal 
of doubt; from which, however, it came 
forth uninjured, and therefore (must we 
not say?) with added lustre. After 1100 
years it was a second time subjected 
to the crucible of doubt; and once 


It will be seen that the principle on which 
these two writers proceeded, when they accepted 
the Epistle as canonical, was far inferior to that 
which had guided St Jerome. He went on his- 
torical and objective grounds; they on critical 
and subjective. 

It is, at the same time, interesting to notice, 
how cordially, both in ancient and modern times, 
persons who had doubts regarding the author- 
ship of the Epistle have confessed its worthiness 
of standing in the Canon. 

Thus Origen: * The thoughts (vonuara) of the 
Epistle are wonderful, and no way inferior to 
those of the writings which are acknowledged as 
the Apostle’s.” 

Dean Alford (‘ Prol.’ Sect. v1. 8 31): “Nowhere 
are the main doctrines of the faith more purely 
or more majestically set forth; nowhere Holy 
Scripture urged with greater authority and 
cogency; nowhere those marks, in short, which 
distinguish the first rank of primitive Christian 
writings from the second, more unequivocally 
and continuously present.” 

Delitzsch speaks of the Epistle as **marching 
forth in lonely royal and sacerdotal dignity, like 
the great Melchizedek, of whom its central por- 
tion treats, and like him, dyeveaddynros.” 

1 Cp. Dr Westcott (as above, p. 199). ** The 
Epistle to the Hebrews is just that of which the 
earliest and most certain traces are found at 
Rome.” 
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more the conscience of the Church de- 
cided that the Epistle had an incontro- 
vertible claim to stand in the Canon of 
the New Testament. 


III. THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLE. 


Since the canonicity of the Epistle has 
been established apart from the question 
of its authorship, and since the author 
himself saw fit to withhold his name, it 
might appear to some that there is no 
need to entertain this question ; especially 
when so many have held that it is one to 
which no answer can be given with any 
approach to certainty. 

We are unable to adopt this conclu- 
sion. 

The controversy respecting the author- 
ship of this Epistle has been one of the 
most remarkable in the whole range of 
biblical criticism ; and therefore its his- 
tory is, in any case, of deep interest. But, 
besides this, the inquiry is one which 
may contribute, in no slight degree, to 
illustrate the Epistle itself. For, if any 
certainty is to be attained as to the 
authorship, it must be chiefly by means 
of the Internal Evidence; and a diligent 
examination of this may be expected to 
throw light on the contents of the Epis- 
tle, even if it should fail to reveal its 
author. 

Before, however, we enter on this in- 
vestigation, we must take a brief survey 
of 


SECT. 1. THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE. 


I. First of all, a strong presumption 
respecting the author is supplied by the 
early reception of the Epistle among the 
Gentile churches of both the East and 
the West. It was addressed specially, 
“To the Hebrews; and it entered 
with laboured minuteness into matters 
connected with the Jewish Ritual; no- 
where speaking of the Gentiles as fel- 
low-heirs of God's promises. Yet, as far 
as we know, no Epistle laid so firm hold 
on the mind of the Roman Church in 
the first century as this did; and by the 
middle of the second century it had 
struck its roots in the Churches of Syria, 
Crete, Palestine, and Egypt. 'The only 
adequate explanation of all this appears 
to be, that the Roman Church knew the 
Epistle to be the work of an Apostle, 


and that the “Hebrews,” to whom it 
was sent (and to whom the writer was 
undoubtedly known), gave a like account 
of its authorship in different parts of the 
East. If now we ask, what apostle united 
in himself the many diverging qualifica- 
tions, which alone could have gained for 
the Epistle so immediate and so wide 
a circulation, the most obvious answer, 
certainly, is—St Paul. 

2. The earliest traditions we possess 
on this subject, do actually assign the 
Epistle to St Paul. 

Clement of Alexandria! (A.D. 165— 
220) relates that “the blessed presbyter" 
(by whom it is agreed that he meant 
Panteenus) used to say: “Since the Lord, | 
being the Apostle’ of the Almighty, was 
sent to the Hebrews, Paul out of modesty, 
as having been sent to the Gentiles, avoids 
inscribing himself Apostle of the He- 
brews: both because of the reverence due 
to the Lord, and because it was a super- 
erogatory work in him to write to the 
Hebrews, when he was preacher and 
apostle to the Gentiles*.” 

This tradition takes us nearly up to 
the apostolic age. 

Again, a little later, we find Origen 
(A.D. 186—253) writing thus: “If, then, 
any Church holds this Epistle to be Paul’s, 
let it have credit on this account also; 
for not without good reason have the 
men of old time* handed it down as Paul's." 
Coming from one who was born about 
A.D. 186, this expression, “men of old 
time," takes us back to the age of those 
who might have conversed with Apostles. 

3. The Alexandrian Church, as a 
whole, distinctly assigned the Epistle to 
St Paul Both Clement and-Origen fre- 
quently refer to the Epistle as “the 
Apostle’s,” or “St Paul’s;” showing what 
the prevalent church-tradition there was. 
Their testimony on this point is rather 
strengthened than weakened by the fact 


1 In Euseb. * E. H.,? vi. 14. 

2 Hebr. iii. r: see above, II. r, note. 

3 Clement himself supposed that the reason, 
why St Paul had not prefixed his name to the 
Epistle, was, *that he might not at the outset 
repel the Hebrews, who were prejudiced against 
him and viewed him with distrust.” (Euseb., as 
above.) Plainly, both he and Panteenus would 
have thought it, à priori, wzZ£e[y that Paul 
should have written to the Hebrews: a circum- 
stance, which gives additional force to their his- 
torical festimony. 

* oi dpxato dvdpes (in Euseb. * E. H., vi. 25). 
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that each of them had a theory of his 
own about the composition of the Epistle’; 
on which point some remarks will have 
to be made when we consider the In- 
ternal Evidence*. The witness borne 
by succeeding Alexandrian writers is free 
from all trace of vacillation or doubt. 
Dionysius (f 264, 5), Peter, and Alexander, 
quote the Epistle as Paul's; and Athana- 
sius mentions fourteen Epistles of St Paul 
among those which had been *' placed in 
the Canon, and handed down, and be- 
lieved to be divine." 

4. That the same view prevailed in 
the Churches of Palestine, Syria, and 
Asia Minor,is not questioned. We need 
only mention that Eusebius speaks of 
* fourteen Epistles of St Paul” as “plainly 
and clearly?" belonging to the Canon. 
At the same time he states that there 
were some who refused to admit the 
Pauline authorship of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, because the Roman Church did 
not admit it :—which may fairly warrant 
the inference that they found no eastern 
Church to appeal to. 

There appears to be one, and only 
one, way of accounting for so general an 
agreement as to the authorship of an 
anonymous Epistle. It is this. When 
the Christians, who had escaped to Pella 
before the Siege of Jerusalem, found 
themselves precluded from returning to 
the captured city, they would be likely 
to go and settle, some of them, in Pales- 
tine and Egypt, others, in Syria and Asia 
Minor (cp. Acts vi. 5, 9, viii. 1, xi. 19, 20); 
carrying with them their copies of this 


1 Clement, endeavouring to account for ‘‘a 
similarity of complexion,” which he observed 
between the style of this Epistle and that of the 
Acts, conjectured, that the Epistle was written 
by St Paul in Hebrew and translated into Greek 
by St Luke. . 

Origen also maintained that the style was un- 
like St Paul's; but he preferred supposing that 
the ‘‘thoughts” were Paul's, and that these were 
embodied in language by one who had attended 
his teaching; though it was impossible to say, 
who this was. ‘As to who wrote the Epistle, 
the truth is known to God: but the information 
that has reached us (7 eis ?nás $0dcaca icropla) 
is from some, who say that Clement, who became 
Bp of Rome, was the writer, and from others, 
who say that it was Luke, the writer of the Gos- 
pel and the Acts." That this ‘‘information” 
did not mean ancient tradition is evident from the 
context. It probably refers to what he had heard 
stated by Clement and others. 

2 See below, Sect. 3, § v. 

* 3 * JT, E.,’ 111. 3, mpó05Xot kal capers. 


Epistle,—now, after the overthrow of the 
Temple, more precious to them than ever. 
Their statements as to the authorship 
would, of course, be accepted every- 
where. 

5. Before we leave the East, there is 
one more testimony that ought to be 
noticed. It is of an indirect kind, but 
this in no way lessens its interest. 

In the Alexandrian, Vatican, and Si- 
naitic Manuscripts (as also in C, H’ and 
many cursives) the Epistle to the He- 
brews standsimmediately after the Epistles 
to the Thessalonians ;: and this is also 
the place which it occupies in the lists 
put forth by St Athanasius and by the 
Council of Laodicea (A.D. 365)": prov- 
ing that there was a wide-spread consensus 
among the learned, at any rate, in favour 
of the Pauline authorship. 

The testimony of the Eastern Church, 
then, is consistent and clear. 

6. That of the Western Church is of 
a different character, 

We saw above (11. 2.2) that the Epistle, 
which had been recognized as authorita- 
tive at Rome in the first century, came at 
a later period to be treated by many as 
of only secondary value. The reason 
which they alleged for this was, that the 
Epistle was “ot St Paul's :”—clearly im- 
plying, that as many as held it to be ca- 
nonical did believe it to be St Paul’s; and 
consequently, that the Roman Church of 
the first century had done so. 

The question, then, is: Shall the posi- 
tive testimony of men, who, knowing ` 
St Paul intimately, were qualified to give 
witness on such a point, be outweighed 
by the doubts of those who lived some 
hundred years later, and therefore were 
not so qualified? To allow this would 
be to violate a fundamental rule of 
evidence. 

If it be demanded, that some expla- 
nation be given of the change of opinion 


1 In H (=the Coislinian Fragment) there is a 
note, which says that the MS. had been ‘‘com- 
pared with the copy in the library of Pamphilus 
at Cesarea, which was written with his own 
hand." This would take us to A.D. 310. Dr 
Westcott says: ‘So much at least is certain, 
that Pamphilus, a man of wide learning and re- 
search, reckoned the Epistle to the Hebrews 
among the writings of St Paul" (pp. 361, 2). 

? Ebrard notices that a still earlier position of 
the Epistle was after the Epistle to the Galatians; 
as appears from the numbering of the Kephalaia 
in the Vatican MS, i . 
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which is thus supposed to have occurred 
in the Western Church, we may point in 
reply to the following considerations : 
(1) Philastrius (t about 387) speaks 
of some who denied that it was St Paul’s, 
because they thought the passage vi. 4—6 
favoured the Novatians. It seems pro- 
bable that this had been from the first 
the chief cause of stumbling. During the 
severer persecutions which broke out in 
the second and third centuries, many of 
those, who had fallen away for a time, 
confessed their error and begged to be 
re-admitted to church privileges. This 
was refused them by some rigid secta- 
rians, especially the Novatians. We can 
readily imagine how natural it would be 
for men, under such circumstances, to 
shrink from those solemn words, and to 
wish that the Epistle which contained 
them were not of obligatory authority. 
Why, indeed (it might be argued), should 
it be, when it.had not on it the apostle's 
name? In any case, the Epistle did not 
itself claim to be Pauls; why, then, 
should this point be insisted upon by any? 
It may help us to realize, in some de- 
gree, the force of what is here alleged, 
if we remember, that this very passage 
(Hebr. vi. 4—6) was one of the chief 
causes of Luthers being unwilling to 
receive the Epistle as St Paul's. How 
much stronger would the reluctation 
against it be in the minds of those who 
heard the text quoted by Novatians as 
a proof that broken-hearted penitents 
must be excluded for ever—at least from 
communion with the Church upon earth 
—if not also from hope of salvation! ! 
(2) Such persons could scarcely fail 
to be confirmed in their doubts, if they 
heard that eminent Greek scholars like 
the Alexandrian Clement and Origen had 
expressed an opinion that the style was 
unlike St Paul's; or again, that so illus- 
trious a man as Tertullian had actually 
spoken of it as the work of Barnabas’. 


1 Philastrius adds that some refused to read 
this Epistle in Church because they thought 
ch. iii. 2 (‘‘faithful to Him that made Him”) 
had a savour of Arianism. 

. ? It is noticeable that in the very chapter, from 

which we derive this information (‘de Pudic.,' 
c. 20), Tertullian is quoting Hebr. vi. 4f. Of 
course, his known Montanistic leanings would 
‘give additional weight to any admission of this 
kind coming from him. 

St Jerome speaks of Tertullian’s opinion as if 


Neither would they be indisposed to lay 
stress on the circumstance that, as the 
apostie St John had been directed by 
Christ to write to seven Churches, so the 
Apostle of the Gentiles had written by 
name to seven Churches ; seven being the 
mystical number, in which (as the Mura- 
torian Canon says) the Catholic Church 
is represented’, Some effect, also, must 
have been produced by the style of the 
translation of the Epistle; the “old Latin” 
form of which (according to Dr West- 
cott?) “exhibits more marked peculiari- 
ties than are found in any of the Pauline 
Epistles ;" while even the Vulgate trans- 
lation exhibits “numerous singularities 
of language and inaccuracies of transla- 
tion.” 

7. On the whole, then, we are able 
to account sufficiently for the altered 
position which the Epistle occupied in 
some parts of the West for about two 
centuries; and to affirm that the testi- 
mony of the Eastern Church and of the 
early Roman Church is no way shaken 
by anything that occurred during that 
interval’. That this was the judgment 
of the Western Church itself, is certain. 
By about the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury we find many Latin writers using 
the Epistle unhesitatingly as St Paul’s. 
So Hilary of Poitiers (T 368), Lucifer of 
Cagliari (f 371), Victorinus at Rome, 
Philastrius of Brescia (T 387), S. Ambrose 
of Milan (t 397). The Council of Hippo 
(A.D. 393) and the Third Council of 
Carthage definitely ascribed the Epistle to 
St Paul. In a.p. 405 Pope Innocent I, 
in a letter which he wrote to the Bishop 
of Toulouse, spoke of the ‘ fourteen 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul." 


it were peculiar to him, ‘‘vel Barnabz juxta 
Tertullianum” (* Catal. Scr. E.,’ c. 5); and we 
find no traces of such a view in St Augustine. 
Yet we can scarcely doubt (as Bishop Words- 
worth has remarked) that Tertullian’s statement 
exerted much influence on the course which 
opinion took in the Western Church on this sub- 
ject during the two following centuries. 

1 Slight as this argument is, it seems to have 
had considerable weight with some. It was 
urged by Cyprian, and still more pointedly by 
Victorinus of Pannonia (+ 303). It was thought 
worthy of mention by Jerome and by Isidore of 
Seville. 

2 As above, p. 242. ; 

3 It is obvious that the fact of the Epistle’s 
being without the author's name adds materially 
to the force of the positive evidence; while it 
tends to neutralize that which is merely negative. 
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' There'can be little doubt that the 
final settlement of the question was 
largely due to the wisdom and candour 
of the two great Church teachers, Je- 
rome and Augustine. Both of these 
stated clearly their own conviction that 
the Epistle was St Paul's; yet they fre- 
quently contented themselves with re- 
ferring to it as “the Epistle to the 
Hebrews;" or, “which is inscribed to 
the Hebrews'." 
— From their time downward, for about 
iroo years, the Eastern and Western 
Churches were in accord on this point. 
As the objections, which have been 
urged against the Pauline authorship of 
the Epistle during the last four centuries, 
rest almost entirely on grounds of in- 
ternal evidence, we reserve furthér notice 
of them till we reach the end of the next 
section *, 


SECT. 2. THE INTERNAL EVIDENCE. 


We now come to the ground on which 
the main arguments against the Pauline 
authorship of the Epistle have rested 
both in ancient and in modern times. 
We shall endeavour, therefore, to ex- 
amine this branch of the evidence, con- 
cisely indeed (as our limits require), but 
with thoroughness ; taking note not only 
of words, phrases, modes of expression, 
and whatever else comes under the head 
of style, but also of quotations from the 
Old Testament, characteristic metaphors, 
modes of viewing and stating theological 
truth, and the like*. 

It is important to bear in mind what 
the two fields of comparison are: namely, 
on the one side, this Epistle; on the 
other, not only St Paul's Epistles, but 
his speeches also, as recorded in the Acts*. 


1 E.g. f Epistola quz inscribitur ad Hebraeos" 
(Aug. ‘de Civ. D.,’ X. 5). It has been argued 
that such a mode of quotation implies doubt re- 
specting the authorship. All that can properly 
be inferred from it is, that St Augustine, like 
many in modern times, sometimes saw fit to tread 
in the very steps of the writer of the Epistle, and 
to withhold mention of his name. 

2 For the reasons why no reference is made 
here to 2 Pet. iii, 15, 16, see Appendix I. 

3 Valuable help has been derived, in some of 
these branches, from Mr Forster's * Apostolical 
Authority of the Ep. to the Hebrews? _ 

4 Acts xiii. 16—41 ; xiv. 15—17; xvii. 22— 
31; xx. 18—35; xxii. I—21 ; xxiv. 10—21; xxvi. 
2—29. Many of the words noted by Delitzsch 


The fidelity with which: St Luke repro- 
duced, these is unquestionable'. Some 
of them, in all probability, he had from 
the Apostle himself’. The difference 
of style observable in these speeches— 
Hebraic, Hellenistic, and Hellenic— 
is itself no slight guarantee of their his- 
torical accuracy. 


$i. Words found in this Epistle and the 
writings or speeches of St Paul, but not 
elsewhere in the New Testament or the 
Septuagint. 


HA > , D , all} 
, aides, avabewpéw, avuroraxros, areilea, 
> , 5 / A > , 
andAavats, aduÀdpyvpos, évüwos, évepyrjs, 
, 
partak, tonpt, kompakós, MUNTIS”, vekpóo, 
» 
opéyop.at, vrapakonj, tANpopopia, duXo£evio.. 


That seventeen. words answering to 
the above description should be found 
in our Epistle, is, of itself, a striking fact. 
But the significance of this fact is vastly 
enlarged, when we look at the words zz 
situ, and mark their surroundings. 

I. In both ch. xi. 12 and Rom. iv. 
19 we have the participle vevexpwévos ; 
and in both it is used to describe Abra- 
ham's bodily condition at the time when 
a child was promised him; while in the 
context of each passage reference is 
made to the promise that Abraham's 
seed should be as the stars of heaven. , . 

Note, moreover, that the noun, véxpw- 
ots, is twice used by St Paul (Rom. iv. 19, 
2 Cor. iv. 1o), though it is found no- 
where else in the New Testament or the 
Septuagint, and is of rare occurrence in 
secular writers. 

2. In ch. vii 27, éfaraé is used of 
Christ's “ offering Himself a sacrifice for 
sins once:” and in Rom. vi. 10, of His 
* dying unto sin once." 

3. The ame(ó«o. of ch. iv. 6 follows 


as characteristic of St Luke belong to these 
speeches; so that they are really indications of 
St Pauls hand. See Appendix II. 

1 See Introd. to ‘Acts,’ p. 339f. 

2 So Dr Farrar (‘ Life of St P.,’ 1. 157) in re- 
gard to St Stephen's speech: ‘‘We find little 
difficulty in adopting the conjecture that its 
preservation was due to him [St Paul].” 

3 'That is, if we follow the later editors; who 
read ("Awral in x Pet. iii. 13. If we follow the 
Received Text of 1 Pet. iii. 13, 20, puntis. will 
be transferred from 8 1 to § 3; but on the other 
hand &ekóéxopat will have to be transferred from 
§3to§1. The word murs occurs in St Paul 
five times, 
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upon the amoria of iii. 19. We have the 
like sequence in Rom. xi. 20—30. 

4. Two of the words in the list given 
above, évóukos and «apakoj, occur toge- 
ther in the same verse, ii. 2, along with 
another word, mapdßaoıs, which is found 
in the New Testament only in this 
Epistle and in St Paul. All the three 
words occur in Rom. iti—v. 

5. Other two of the words in this 
list, Prdogevia and adiddpyvpos, are found 
in ch. xiii. 2—5, only six lines apart. 

The former of these had been pre- 
ceded by $uAa8eA (a (in v. 1); as it is 
also in Rom. xii. 10—13. ‘The latter, 
d$iAdpyvpos, occurs also in 1 Tim. iii. 3 
(following upon duXó£evos in v. 2), but 
nowhere else in the whole range of Greek 
literature. 

6. The argument supplied by the 
term évepyjs is greatly strengthened, 
when it is remembered that évépyea is 
used by St Paul eight times and évépynpa 
twice, though neither of them is found 
elsewhere in the New Testament, or the 
Canonical books of the Old Testament ; 
and that he uses évepyéo, which occurs 
only thrice in the rest of the New Testa- 
ment, no fewer than seventeen times. 

7. The word zAypodopia occurs in 
two places in our Epistle :— 

vi. 10—12, “ your work and /Jove;... 
to the assurance of hope ;...through faith 
and patience.” 

x. 22—24, “In assurance of faith;... 
the profession of our Aofe...to provoke 
unto dove and to good works.” 

In St Paul, also, it occurs in two 
places :— , 

I Thess. i. 3—5, “ your work of faith 
and labour of Zove, and patience of hope... 
in much assurance.” 

Col. i. 27—ii. 5, * The hope of glory; 
...knit together in /ove;...the assurance of 
understanding ;...the stedfastness of your 
faith.” 

Let it be observed, that 

(1) In each of these pairs we have a 

‘passage which contains these six words, 
—“ work," “ faith,” * patience,” ‘“ hope,” 
“love,” * assurance." : 

(2) In all four passages we have what 
has been called *the Pauline triad of 
Christian graces" (Delitzsch) ;—compare 
14 or xl rs; Col. L4, r lhess. v. 8. 

(3) Another of the words in our list, 
punts, is found in the first of the four 





passages (Hebr. vi. 12), and in the 
verse which follows the third passage 
(x Thess. i. 6). 

(4) The like sequence of thought and 
language (laborious work being set forth 
as a model for imitation) is found also 
in 1 Thess. ii. 9, 14, 1 Cor. iv. 12—16. 

(5) The word wAnpopopia occurs no- 
where else in Greek literature. 

When we remember that 1 Thess. i. 
3—s, the passage which has presented 
so many striking resemblances to ch. vi. 
1o—12, lies in the first paragraph of 
what is believed to be the earliest of the 
Pauline Epistles, may we not affirm that 
here, in the heart of our anonymous 
Epistle, we have the very signature of 
St Paul, engraven in the clearest cha- 
racters ? 


Sii Other words common to this Epistle 
and St Paul, but not found elsewhere 
in the New Testament’. 


ayov, dzjiórys, dddKysos, aipéopat, axakos, 
avooeVjs, aóparos, PBeBaiwors, éBwXos, 
Dudkpuis, ; SovA«(a, éxBacrs, ékrpémop.au, 
&Aeyxos, évOe(kvvpt, eriovvaywyy, evapea- 
Tos, Üoppéo, iħaotýpiov, Kavyynua, PETTIS, 
peréxo, oikTippot, oOpodroyia, ovetOw HÓS, 
marðevTýs, TapaBacis, mpodnAos, avykepáv- 
vui, TeAetórgs, UTevavTios, vmepdyo, UTO- 
oTacls, vroaTéAXopat. 


Here, as in $ i, if we are to appreciate 
the force of the evidence, we must ex- 
amine the context. 

r1. In ch. ii. 15 the term dovdreia 
stands contrasted with the freedom of 
those who through Christ have been 
made children of God. So it does in 
the three places where it is used by St 
Paul, Rom, vui. 15, Gal ay. 24 vs T oe 

In both Rom. viii 15 and ch. ii. 15 
the badge of this servitude is “fear.” 

2. In ch. iii. 6 kavxņpa is coupled 


1 This general statement is far from represent- 
ing the fell value of the facts included under it. 
For (1) although all the words do actually occur 
in the Septuagint, yet six of them (&yirms, 
EkBacis, éricuwvaywyy, eüdpearos, mpodndos, cuy- 
kepávvvj4) do not occur a£ all, and eight others 
occur once only, in the canonical books. 

(2) The frequency with which several of the 
words are used by St Paul is not taken account 
of; whereas four of them are used by him four 
times, three jive times, mapdBaots six, dõókımos 
seven, evdpeotos eight, évóelkvvpa nine, and Kav- 
xnua no fewer than zen times. 
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with * hope." 
5 i 

3. The word vrdcracts in ch. iii. 14 
represents the xavxa ris Amidos of v. 
6: and i in 2 Cor. ix. 4, Xi. 17 we have, t 
vTOCTÓOCetL THS KAVYHTEWS. 

24. “Emovvayey} occurs in the New 
‘Testament only in ch. x. 25, and 2 Thess. 
li, 1. (Z7 zs not found in classical Greek, 
and only once in the LXX., 2 Macc. ii. 7. ) 
In each case it is followed by a refer- 
ence to the “ day” of God's visitation. 

5. In ch. vi ro we have *the /ove 
which ye showed (evedei. $ac0c)...in that ye 
ministered to the saints. So in 2 Cor. 
viii. 24, ix. 1 (consecutive verses) ; “che 
proof (évüafw) of your love.. ‘For, as 
touching the ministering to the saints.” 

6. The word etl Basis occurs in ch. 
ii. 2 and ix. 15. 

In ii. 2 we have “the word spoken by 
(Sia) angels;" and in Gal. iii. 19, where 
also mabd buses occurs, “(the law) or- 
dained by (da) angels*:”—while a little 
above this (v. 14) we have, iva tyv éray- 
yeMav...Xafjopev ; as in ch. ix. 15, dws 
«THY erayyedav AaBwour. 

7. In ch. xiii. 13—15 the Hebrews 
are exhorted to “bear the reproach 
(cvetducpov)” which Jesus bore; and then 
“through Him ” to “ offer unto God the 
sacrifice of praise (aivécews), that is, the 
fruit of lips that give thanks (opoXoyovv- 
Tov) to God." Similarly in Rom. xv. 
2— 11, Christ is first set forth as our 
pattern in the endurance of “reproaches”? 
(öved poi), and then as having accom- 
plished the promises, which spoke of the 
Gentiles as giving “praise” and “thanks” 
to God (é£opodoyjoopat,..aiveire). 

In ch. x. 33—36 the mention of *re- 
proaches” is followed by an encourage- 
ment to “ patient endurance” (vopov7). 
So it is in Rom. xv. 3—5. 

8. In xi. 27 we have the oxymoron, 
“as seeing Him that is invisible” (adpa- 
Tov). So too in Rom. i. 20. 

9. In ch. xii. 21 we read, “make 
you perfect in every good work to do His 
will, working in you that which is accept- 


So kavxyacÜa,. in Rom. 


1 The verb kavxàc0at occurs in the New Tes- 
tament 37 times; of which 35 are in St Paul:— 
kabyois I2 times, of which 11 are in St Paul:— 
Kavxnua 11 times, of which 10 are in St Paul. 

2 Dr Farrar (' Life of St P.,’ 1. 163) in tracing 
the connexion between St Stephen' s speech and 
the writings of St Paul, notices *'the same tra- 
dition (Acts vii. 533 Gal. iii. 19)." 


able (evdpecrov) in His sight;" and in 
Rom. xii. 2, “that good and perfect and 
acceptable (evapeorov) will of God.” 

ro. The word peairns, which occurs 
in ch. viii. 6, ix. 15, xii. 24, is found 
elsewhere in the New Testament only 
in Gal. ii. 19, 20, 1 Tim. ii. 5. (In 
the Old Testament only i in Job ix. 33.) 

Now observe, that 

(1 In all the three places of this 
Epistle the Mediator introduces a “new,” 
or “better” Covenant, in which * better 
promises” are embodied, and especially 
(ix. 15) the ‘promise of an eternal 
inheritance.” So in Gal, iii. 14—19 (cp. 
29) a contrast is drawn between the old 
Covenant and one that is established in 
God's promise of a future inheritance. 

(2) In both ix. 15 and Gal. iii. 17—19 
the elder Covenant is represented as a 
temporary provision made for “ trans- 
gressions " (rapaBacewv), 

(3) Ih Tx 13 Garin at inpar 
6, the Mediator gives Himself as a 
ransom for sinful men. 


Sil. Words in this Epistle which are 
seldom used in the New Testament by 
any except St Paul, but which he uses 
Jrequently or with some peculiarity of 
manner. 


IT. kijo, li. r. In St Paul xéne 
times; elsewhere only in 2 Pet. i. ro. 
In ch. iii. 1 we have xAjoews émovpavíov, 
in Phil ii. 14, ris ave KAjoews; the 
equivalence of the two expressions be- 
coming evident, when we compare ch. 
xii. 22, ‘Iepovaadjp ézovpavío, with Gal. 
iv. 26, 7 avo ‘Iepovoadyp. 

2. émovpavios is found six times in 
this Epistle; in St Paul Zwe/ve; else- 
where, once in St Matthew, and once in 
St John. 

3. aytacpos, Xii. 14. In St Paul eight 
times ; elsewhere only in 1 Pet. i. 2. 

In 1 Thess. iv. 3 it is contrasted with 
mopveia, The same contrast is found in 
ch. xii. 14—16 (aropvos). 

4. vinos V. 13. In St Paul zen 
times; els. rice. In ch. v. 12, 13, it is 
used of an infantile state, which needs 
*teaching," as in Rom. ii. 20, 21 ; and 
is opposed to “perfection,” ch. vi. 1, 
as in Eph. iv. 13, 14. See also § v. 1. 

5. croue, v. 12. In St Paul four 
times; els. only in 2 Pet. iii. ro, 12 (in 
a different application). 
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In ch. v. 12, as in Gal. iv. 1—3, the 
word is associated with vos. 
^ 6. okía,usedin viii. 5,x. 1,0f the adum- 
brations of truth which were supplied by 
the Law. The word is so used in Col. 
ii. 17; but not elsewhere in the Old 
‘Testament or the New. 

‘In both ch. x. 1 and Col. ii. 17 we 
have oxia rv peAXóvrov. 

4." gapkukos, Vii. 16. In St Paul ezght 
times; els. only in 1 Pet. ii. rr. 

8. amrexdéxopat, ix. 28. In St Paul 
six times ; els. only in 1 Pet. iii. 20 (see 
on § i, footnote 3, p. 7). 

In ch. ix. 28 it is used of waiting for 
Christ’s Second Coming. So it is in 
r Cor. i. 7, Phil iii. 20, expressly ; and 
virtually in Rom. vill. 19, 23, 25, Gal. 


Wash 

In Phil. iii. 20 Christ is waited for as 
corjp ; in ch. ix. 28 as bringing owrnpia, 

9. meptoootépus, ii. I, xiii. 19. In 
St Paul zzze times ; els. only in Mark 
xv. 14 (where the later edd. have epio- 
ods). 

IO. évdvvapow, xi 34. In St Paul 
six times ; els. only in Acts ix. 22 (where, 
however, St Luke was almost certainly 
making use of the word he had heard 
from St Paul's own lips; see x Tim. i. 
12, 13). In ch. xi. 34 it refers to Divine 
power received through faith, and is 
contrasted with man's natural ‘“ weak- 
ness.” Soit is in Rom. iv. 19, 20; cp. 
2 Cor. xii. 9, Lo, Xlll. 3, 4. 

II. amodvtpwors, lX. 15, Xl 35. In 
St Paul seven times; els. only in St Luke 
XMS 29.4 

In ch. ix. 15 the droAvrpwors is effected 
through the blood of Christ. So in Eph. 
i 7. 

I2. émayyeMa. In the Epistle to the 
Hebrews it occurs fourteen times ; in the 
Epp. to the Rom, Gal, and Eph., 
twenty-two times; in St Paul's speeches 
(Acts xiii. 23, 32, xxvi. 6) Aree times :— 
in the Gospels and non-Pauline Epp. 
Jive. Cp. above, $ ii. ro. i 

- Obs. In ch. iv. 1, 2, the terms érayye- 
Nia and evayyeAilw are co-ordinated; and 
in Acts xiii. 32 we have, evayyeArloueba 
Tiv éroyyeMav. 

I3. karapyéo, ii 14. In St Paul 
twenty-five times ; els. only in Luke xiii. 
7 (in a different sense). In the LXX. 
the word occurs nowhere outside Ezra 
iv—vi Only two instances are given 
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of its use in classical Greek. It is; 
therefore, pre-eminently a Pauline term. 

In r Cor. xv. 26 and 2 Tim. i. ro it 
is used of abolishing death ; and in ch. ii. 
14, of bringing to nought “him that had 
the power of death.” 

In ch. i 8—z14 the writer is com- 
menting upon Ps. viii. 6; so he is like- 
wise in 1 Cor. xv. 25—28. 

14. ovve(dnors, ix. 9, 14, X. 2, 22, Xili. 
18. In St Paul zwenty-three times; els. 
only in John viii 9, 1 Pet. ii. 19, iii. 
16, 21. (In the LXX. twice.) i 

In ch. ix. 14 we have, “purify your 
conscience...to serve (Xarpevew) the living 
God." . ln.2 Timi. 350641, thank, God, 
whom I serve (Aatpedw) with pure con- 
science. Cp. also Acts xxiii. 1, 1 Tim. 
lll. 9. 

In ch. xiii 18 the allusion to *'con- 
science” is introduced in an afologetic 
way ;—as in Acts xxiii. 1, xxiv. 16. Cp. 
Rom. ix. 1. 


§ iv- Other verbal resemblances. 


(ri) ' Phrases and modes of expression. 


i. 1, “the fathers;" as in Acts xiii, 32, 
xxvi. 6.; Rom. 1x. 5, Xi, 25, Xu 8 

ii. 4, *signs, wonders, and miracles," 
mentioned as confirmations of apostolic 
authority. So in 2 Cor. xii. 12. 

ji. r4, dia ToU Üavérov; employed ab- 
solutely, as in Col. i, 22, in speaking of 
the efficacy of the death of Christ. 

ii. 17 and v. 1, rà «pós tov @edv; asin 
Rom. xv. 17. Not elsewhere. 

iii. 1, **holy brethren;" as in x Thess. 
v. 27 (cp. Col. i. 2). Not elsewhere. 

ll I2,1X, I4, X..314. Xl .2294 the Aye 
ing God;" as in St Paul's speech, Acts 
xiv. x5 (nowhere else in St Luke's Gos- 
pel or in the Acts), and seven times in 
his Epp. Elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment five times. 

,, lv. 2, 0 Aóyos THs axons. So in r Thess. 
li. I3, Adyos axons. Not elsewhere. 

Input &Ihess,. n, c3othise word gens 
described as “he word of God which 
worketh effectively '(évepyeiro.) in” them 
“that believe.” In ch. iv. 2, faith is 


‘required as the condition of profiting by 


the word ; while in iv. 12 it is said, “the 


1 Dean Howson mentions ‘‘the emphatic and 
repeated references to conscience” as one of the 
marked peculiarities of the Pastoral Epistles 
(‘ Hulsean L.,’ p. 147). 
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word of God is living and effective (évep- 
yis" 

iv. II, orovdacwpev...etoe\Oetv. The 
expression gains more of vivid reality, 
when we call to mind the ovovdacov 
edGciv of 2 Tim. iv. 9, Tit. iii. 12. 

iv. 14, X. I9, éxovres ovv...; in gather- 
ing up the result of a previous argument. 
So in 2 Cor. iii. 12 (only). 

Vl. 3, €avrep éritpéery 0 @eos. In 1 Cor. 
xvi. 7, édv éwwrpémy ò Kvpíos, Not else- 
where. 

vi. 8, 2s vo vélos. Similarly, ðv rò 
tédos, in 2 Cor. xi r5, Phil. iii. 19 (cp. 
Rom. vi. 21). 

Vi. 9, wereiopeba dé mepi Uj.Qv, ayary- 
Toí; cp. Rom. xv. ELS TETELT LAL à, a.€A- 
pot pov, mepi úuôv` : 

ix. 12, and xiii. 12, dia rod idiov aipa- 
ros. So in Acts xx. 28. Not elsewhere. 

ix. 14, Aarpevew Med Cave. In 1 Thess. 
i. 9, Sovrcvew Oecd avr. Cp. S iil, 14 
above; and note on ch. iii. 12. 

ix, 26, vüv dé (recent edd. vwi 82)... 
mepavepwrat. In Rom. iii. 21, vuni òè... 
mepavépwrar; Col. i. 26, vvvi 06 èpave- 
pa05 ; 2 Tim. i. 10, $avepoÜcicav dé viv; 
Rom. xvi 26, davepwhevtos òè viv: cp. 
gt.li 3: 

Obs. The “now” in ch. ix. 26 is in 
contrast with antecedent *' ages ” (aidves). 
So in Col. i. 26 (aidves) ; cp. Rom. xvi. 
.26, 2 Tim. i. 10 (xpovor alłóviot). 

X. 5, elaepxójievos eis TOY kóopov; so in 
Rom. v. 12 (only). 

X. I9— 22, £€xovres...mappyaíav...év Ta 
air. [nocod...rpooepxwpefa. So in Eph. 
li. 12, év à čyopev THY Tappyoiay Kal THY 
mpocaywynv. Cp. Rom. v. 2; Eph. ii. 18. 

X. 26, éerlyvwow adyfeias. Soin x Tim. 
Bn sTim.i.25,1i 7, Tit. i x. 

.. Xl. I, 3, 7, BAerópeva ; denoting “things 
visible." So in 2 Cor. iv. 18, four times. 

Xi 3, voo)üuev; of “discerning” the 
relation in which the created universe 
stands to the Creator. Similarly in Rom, 
l. 20. 

Xil. 45 héxpis. aparos. Cp. pexpt Üavá- 
Tov, Phil. i. 8; pexpe Seopav, 2 Tim. 
ii. 9. 

xiii. 7, *who spake unto you the word 
of God," In Acts xii. 46, *that the 


1 This resemblance is more than a verbal one. 
**Nothing is more characteristic of St Paul than 
the habit of giving credit for something to those 
whom he wishes to conciliate” (Dean Howson, 

.*H. L.,’ p.32). Cp. also ch. x. 32—34- 
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word of God should ‘be *poken unto 
you." 

xiii. 17, vmép Tav Woyav Spr. 
2 Cor. xii, 15. 

xiii. 18, “ Pray for us;" as in x. Thess. 
V. 25, 2 Thess. ii. 1 (cp. Eph. vi. 19; 
Col. iv. 3)’: 

xiii. 20, The God of peace,” only in 
St Paul ; Rom. XV. 33, xvl. 20, Phil. iv. 
9, I Thess. v. 23 (in each case, in the 
way of a parting benediction). Cp. 2 Cor. 
xiii II. 

Obs. In Rom. xv. 33, as here, the 
writer had been asking those whom he 
addressed to pray that he might be 
enabled to visit them. 

xiii 20, “that brought up (aveyayev): 
from the dead...our Lord Jesus;" cp. 
Rom. x. 7, “to bring up (avayayév) 
Christ from the dead." 

xii 21, “every good work.” So in 
2, Com ix; 8s (Coli tos a TLunavgeeo: 
3 Tipit 2y52Titc 1026, 00 24990 0 
2X Thess; 11.17 ;:2 Tim. lii. 19 

xiii. 22, wapaxada d€ Upás, dBeA oot, as 
in Rom. xv. 30; XVi. 175-1 Cor. XVl. I5. 

xiii. 22, avéyeoOe; used in asking for 
the forbearance of his readers, as in 
2 Cor. Xxkirt(CDaqu 4,19, 20): 

xiii. 23, * Our brother Timothy,” as in 
2;CorJd. x5 Col. iaz; Philem..z; 

xiii. 23, édv Táxiov épyntat. For the 
phrase see r Tim. ii. 14; and for the 
subject-matter comp. 1 Cor. xvi ro, 
Phil. ii. 19—24, 2 Tim. iv. 9. 

. xii 24, “all the saints,” 2 Cor. xi. 
13; Philw 22. 

xii. 25, *Grace be with you all," as 
im Tiesi f£55oep- Col. Ay), 18,2 Tim. 
vioara Ze linsdv.22:, AINS Paul's 
Epistles close with some form of this 
salutation; and his only. 


So in 


” 


(2) Connective particles, grammatical 
forms, rhetorical manner, rhythm of sen- 
tences, &c. 

The resemblances which have been 
hitherto pointed out are, for the most 
part, as weighty as they are plain. It 
may be well to add a few which, if of 
less intrinsic value, possess a special 
argumentative force of their own; since 
they show that the farther our analysis 
of the language of this Epistle goes, the 


1 Delitzsch admits frankly that, towards the 
close of the Epistle, “we seem to hear St Paul, 
and no one else,” 
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more manifestly does its likeness to that 
of St Paul's writings stand out to view. 

I. Tovyapodv, xii. I. Elsewhere (in 
New Test.) only in 1 Thess. iv. 8. 

2. Kaarep, iv. 2 (and v. 4, R.T.). 
In St Paul zen times. Not elsewhere. 

In both iv. 2 and v. 4 it is followed by 
kaí; as it is in Rom. iv. 6, 2 Cor. l I4, 
1 Thess. iii. 6, iv. 5. 

vvyi 88, viii. 6, xi. 16 (and in recent 
edd., ix. 26). In St Paul's Epp. ezghteen 
times. The only other places, where vvvi 
occurs, are in St Paul’s speeches, Acts 
ix I, XXIV. Ts. 

4. & jv alríov (as a connective), il. 11. 
In St Paul Zree times. Not elsewhere. 

s. ère followed by a question (= “for 
otherwise”), x. 2. So in Rom. iii. 6, 
1 Cor. xiv. 16, xv. 29 (only). 

A corresponding use of éreé without a 
question occurs in ch. ix. 26; as it does 
in Rem. xi. 6, 22, 1 Cor. v. 10, Vil 14 
(only). 

6. In iv. 8 and viii. 7 we have the 
sequence, el ydp..., ovx av... 

‘The same occurs three times in St Paul's 
Epp. (1 Cor. ii. 8, xi. 31; Gal. i. 1o), but 
not elsewhere. 

7. In viii 4 we have e uiv yáp; a 
combination found in 2 Cor. xi. 4 and in 
St Pauls speech, Acts xxv. 11, but not 
elsewhere. 

8. Iniii 7 we have a quotation from 
the O. T. introduced by a xa6os..., with 
an ellipsis preceding it. The same very 
marked peculiarity is found in Rom. xv. 
3, 21 and 1 Cor. i. 31, ii. 9 (only). 

9. Invi.17, vii. 18, we have a neuter 
adjective (with the article) used as an 
abstract noun, with a dependent genitive. 
'The same is found in Rom. ii. 4, viii. 3, 
ix. 22; 2 Cor. iv. 17, viii, 8; Phil. iv. 5. 

More particularly; with ch. vii. 18, rò 
a)rjs (=THs capkudjs évtoAjs, v. 16) 
acÜcvés, compare Rom. viii. 3, Tò advvarov 
Tod vopov, ev © nobéver dia. rijs TapKds. 

IO. In xiii. 5, apiAdpyvpos © TpóTos: 
Gpkovpevoe rots Tapovow (an apparently 
categorical clause, followed by a parti- 
cipial one; both being, in fact, hortatory); 
remarkably parallel to Rom. xii 9, 7 
yarn dvuToKpitos’ azrog rvyoUvres TO TOVN- 
pov. 

ir. Inv, rr, xiii. 18, »ets refers to 
the writer singly; as it very frequently 
does in St Paul. 

12. Iniv. 13 there is an unusual con- 
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struction; the relative ós taking up an 
antecedent avrós with a slight break in- 
tervening. The same is found in Eph. iv. 
15; 16, Coli 10: 

r3. In ii 9, iv. r4, xii. 2, 24 (cp. 
xiii. 20) the sacred name, 'Tcoós, is made 
(with marked emphasis) to follow a. de- 
scriptive clause. So itis in Acts xiii. 23 
and 1 Thess. i ro (cp. Rom. i. 3, 4; 
I Cor. ‘vi 7k 

14. In vi. ro, 11, Ótaxovijcavres. ..kot 
Scaxovodvres* émiÜvj.otp.ev de...axpt TéXovs, 
the rapid combination of past, present, 
and future recalls that of 2 Cor. i. 13, 14, 
émiywookere, eAmifw O& Ori kal ews TÉ 
Nous êrryvdoeoĝe, kabaos Kal éreyvokore. 

15. The use of rees in ili. 16, to 
minimise the statement of Israel's guilt, 
is strikingly similar to that in Rom. iii. 
I—4 and r Cor. x. 7—10. 

16. In some cases we seem to have 
the very structure (and even the rhythm) 
of St Paul's sentences reproduced. Thus: 

(a) The balanced clauses of x. 39, 
jrocroXjs eis dmoAeav and wictews eis 
mepuroinow Woxijs, resemble those of Rom. 
vi. 16, duaprias eis Üavarov and vszaxoijs 
els Suxatootvnv: while the general structure 
of the verse, oUx...eis dmoAeuav, adda eis 
mepiroinow ivxíjs, has a close parallel in 
1 Thess. v. 9, ovk...eis ópyrjv, GAN eis mept- 
ToT owrypias. 

(b) Inv. 5 we have, otro kal o Xpo- 
TOS OUX EavTov éüó£ace...aAX (followed by 
a text from the O. T.); strikingly parallel 
to Rom. xv. 3, xai yap ò Xpirós ovx 
éavrQ "jpecev, adda. (followed by a text 
from the O. T.). 

17. In manner, again, how forcibly 
does the wapofvopos adydmys of x. 24 
recall to memory the pidoriueioĝat hov- 
xáćev of 1 Thess. iv. rr, and the rp 
vu] adAnAovs mponyovmevor of Rom. xii. 
ro! 

How similar, too, the paradox in x. 34, 
* Ye took joyfully (merà yapas) the spoiling 
of your goods,” to that in x Thess. 1. 6, 
“having received the word in much afflic- 
tion with joy (mera xapás) of the Holy 
Ghost,” and in Col. i. 11, “unto all pa- 
tience and long-suffering with joyfulness 
(uera xapas)!” Cp. also St Paul's words 
in Acts xx. 24. 


$v. Zhe use of Metaphors. 


1. Inv. 12—14 persons of low re- 
ligious attainments are spoken of as be- 
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ing in an z#fantile state, unfit to partake 
of solid food. Similarly in 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 
Cp. $iil 4. 

2. Ineach of these passages this do- 
mestic metaphor is followed by zwo others; 
one taken from architecture, the other 
from agriculture. See ch. vi. 1, 7, 8; 
1 Cor. ii. 6—11. 

3. In xii. r life is compared to a race. 
'This is one of St Paul's characteristic 
metaphors'. Seer Cor. ix. 24; Gal. v. 7; 
Phil. ii. 14; 2 Tim. iv. 7; Acts xiii. 25, 
XX.,24« 

4. Following upon this, in xii. 4, there 
is a metaphor taken from the pugilistic 
games; “the metaphor changing here,” 
Delitzsch observes, *exactly as it does 
in 1 Cor. ix. 24—27." 

5. In x. 33 the suffering Christians 
are spoken of as “made a spectacle” 
(Pearpifopevor) ; so they are in x Cor. iv. 
9 (Oéarpov...éyevifquev). 

6. In xiii 9 we have a zautical me- 
taphor, * carried away (rapadepomevor) by 
various and strange teachings " (cp. ch. vi. 
19). Similarly in Eph. iv. 14, “carried 
about (zepupepomevor) by every wind of 
doctrine.” 

7. Iniv.r2 we have a metaphor such 
as might be used by one who was con- 
versant with medical subjects. It has 
been pointed out? that metaphors of this 
kind are found in St Paul's Epistles (as 
1 Tim. iv. 2, Kexavtypiacpevor, 2 Tim. ii. 


TR 
$ vi. Zhe Quotations from the O. T. 


(1) Texts made use of in this Epistle and 
by St Paul. 

Tee Psi ii. 7a Quoted.in-ch.1..5, v. 5; 
and by St Paul in Acts xiii. 33; cp. Rom. 
i. 4. 

The statements made by St Paul, that 
Ps. i. 7 had its fulfilment when Christ 
was raised from the dead (Acts xiii. 33), 
and that by His resurrection He was 
“declared to be the Son of God” (Rom. 
i. 4), throw much light on the use that is 
made of this passage in ch. i. 5, v. 5. 
They also illustrate the meaning of the 
term * First-begotten? (namely, “from 
the dead," Col i 18) which occurs in 
ch. 1. 6. 


1 Tt is dwelt upon by Dean Howson, ‘ Meta- 
phors of St Paul,' p. 137. 

? See a paper by Dr Plumptre, in *The Ex- 
positor' for August, 1876. 
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2. Ps.xcvii 7 is quoted ini. 6. The 
prefatory words,  ‘“ When, again He 
bringeth His first-begotten into the 
world (eis rv oixovpevyy),” point to verses 
in the adjacent Psalms, xcvi. 13 and 
xcviil, 9; the language of which is applied 
by St Paul in Acts xvii. 31 (see on 1. 6) 
to Christ's Second Coming (coupled, as 


in ch. i. 5, 6, with mention of His resur- 


rection), 

3. Ps.cx.r is quoted in 1. 13, and re- 
ferred to in 1. 3, vill. 1,x. 12, xii. 2. St Paul 
quotes it in 1 Cor. xv. 25, and refers to it 
in Rom. vill... 34, Eph. 1.26, Col. Hb. Tar 

In Rom. viii. 34 it is said that Christ, 
“at the right. hand of God...évrvyxéve 
vzép yuav.” The only place outside 
Rom. vii, in which the expression év- 
Tvyxávew rèp occurs, is ch. vil. 25; where 
itis used of Him who is set forth as the 
* priest for ever" of Ps. cx. 

4. Ps. vii. 6 is quoted in ii. 8. So it 
is in.z Cor, xw 27, Eph. 1.22; cp. also 
Phil. iii. 21. 

In 1 Cor. xv. 27, 28 the same logical 
stress is laid on the “a things” of Ps. 
viii 6 as herein ch. ii. 8. 

In both 1 Cor. xv. 27 and Eph. i. 22 
this quotation follows upon a reference 
to Ps. cx. 1; as it does in ch. ii. 8. 

5. Gen. xxii. 16 is quoted in vi. 13— 
17, as supplying a ground on which the 
*heirs of promise" might securely rest 
their hope. The same use is made of 
Gen. xxii. 16—18 in Gal. iii. 8—29. 

6. Jer. xxxi. 31—34 is quoted in viii. 
8—12 and x. 16,17. The same passage 
is plainly referred to in 2 Cor. iii. 3—6 
(cp. also vi. 16). 

7. Deut. xxxii. 35 is quoted in x. 30 
and in Rom. xii. r9. The rendering, 
which differs widely from that of the Sep- 
tuagint, is exactly the same in the two 
passages; and in each case the words, 
“ saith the Lord,” are added. Cp. below, 

2) shes 
2 he noun èkôikyois and the verb av- 
rarodovvar, contained in this quotation, 
occur also in 2 Thess. 1. 6—8'. 

8. Hab. ii. 4 is quoted in x. 38. 
it is in Rom. i. 17 and Gal. iii. rr’. 


So 


1 Deut. xxxii is quoted by St Paul in two other 
places, Rom. x. 19, xv. 10; but not elsewhere in 
the New Testament. It is also referred to in 
1 Cor. x. 20. 

2 The denunciation of wdelief in Hab. i is 
quoted by St Paul in Acts xiii. 41. 
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In Rom. iv. 16—22, where the èx 
alareos of the quotation is specially dwelt 
upon!  Abraham's example is brought 
forward to illustrate the nature of faith; 
and the language which is used concern- 
ing him bears a close resemblance to 
that of ch. xi. 8—r9 (see above, $1. 1). 

In Gal. iii, also, Abraham's faith has 
equal prominence given to it. 

In chh. x, xi, Rom. iv, Gal. iii, faith is 
represented as a firm reliance on God's 
promise (érayyedia ; see ch. x. 36, xl. 9, 
II, 13,17; Rom. iv. 13, 14, 16, 20, 21; 
Gal. iii. 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 29°). 

9. Gen. xxi. 12 is quoted in xi. 18 
and in Rom. ix. 7. é 

A verse in the immediate context, Gen. 
xxi. ro, is quoted in Gal. iv. 30; the nar- 
rative in Gen. xxi. 1—12 being, indeed, 
the basis of Gal. iv. 22—31. 

A similar oracle in Gen. xxv. 23 is 
quoted in Rom. ix. 12. 


(2) Remarkable coincidences in the mode 
of citing the O. T. 


1. In iii. 7, “as the Holy Ghost saith*.” 
Cp. Acts xxviii. 25, “Well spake the 
Holy Ghost...saying." Not elsewhere. 

2. Withiv. 7, “saying zz David.” Cp. 
Rom. ix. 25, ‘saying zz Hosea.” See 
also Acts xiii. 40. 

3. In v. 6 we have kaĝos kat èv érépo 
Aéya; and in Acts xiii 35, dud xal èv 
érépo Aéye. 

4. In viii. 5, opa ydp, pnei. In x Cor. 
vi. 16, écovra yap, oot. 

s. In x. 30 Aéye xpi is added. 
So in Rom. xii, 19, xiv. 11, 2 Cor. vi. 
15. 

6. In xii 5 the O. T. text is intro- 
duced by a bold personification: “ The 
exhortation, which converseth with you as 
with sons; My son, despise not thou....” 
Similarly in Rom. x. 6, “The righteous- 
ness which is of faith speaketh on this 
wise; Say not thou....:” and in Gal. iii, 


_ 1 Isay, specially, because this phrase domi- 
nates the whole Epistle; occurring in it eleven 
times. The like may be said in regard to the 
Epistle to the Galatians; in which the phrase 
occurs: nize times. The only other place in the 
New Testament where it is found is James ii. 24 
(“not of faith”). 

2 This supplies an answer to the oft-repeated 
assertion, that the conception of ‘‘Faith” in this 
Epistle differs from that which belongs to it in 
the Pauline Epistles. 

3 The ellipsis in 6:0, ka@@s has been noticed 
above, 8 iv. (2). 8. 
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8, “The Scripture, foreseeing..., preached 
the. Gospel beforehand to Abraham.” 

In i 5, ii. 12, 13, x. 30 we have 
several quotations connected by “And 
again :’’ so in Rom. xv. 10, 11, 12; I Cor. 
lil. 20, 


It has, indeed, been objected that the 
quotations in this Epistle are introduced 
by Aéye, étpyke, &c. ; while St Paul (it is 
alleged) uses the forms, “it is written,” 
* the Scripture saith," &c. 

The objection proceeds on the falla- 
cious assumption that, if St Paul sent a 
letter to the Hebrews, he must needs 
write as if he were addressing Gentile 
Christians. But, in fact, there is no 
difficulty whatever in the case. 

i. St Paul often uses the form Aéye. 
In Rom. x. 16—21, for instance, it Oc- 
curs four times within the space of six ` 
verses. In the Epistle to the Ephesians 
the only two citations that are made are 
introduced by 819 Aéyet (iv. 8, v. 14). 

2. The form “saith” is more usual 
in addressing ‘ews’. Hence in Acts xiii. 
16—43 “saith” or “said’’ occurs four 
times, and ‘‘written” only once. In speak- 
ing to the Roman Felix, Paul says, “All 
things written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets” (xxiv. 14); but to Agrippa the 
Jew his words are, * Nothing but what 
the Prophets did say” (xxvi. 22). 

This latter form is obviously most in 
harmony with the whole tenor of an Epis- 
tle which begins, *God, who of old... 
spake unto the fathers by the prophets;” 
and which views the word of God as 
“living and operative” (iv. 12), address- 
ing the same warning, age after age, to 
the successive generations of men (ii. 7). 


Ways of viewing or Aandling 
religious truth. 


§ vil. 


Many parallelisms to St Paul’s teaching 
have been introduced incidentally under 
the preceding heads’. Im addition to 
these the following (which are, however, 
but a sample) deserve to be noticed: 

rt. In i..2—6 a remarkable descrip- 
tion of Christ, as Son of God, stands in 
immediate connexion with mention of 
His sacrificial work. 


1 Cp. Dr Townson, * Works,’ 1. 91—102. 
2 See especially 8 i. 2, 6; § ii. 1, 5, 93 S iii. 6, 
IO, II, I3; § iv. (1) freq.; § vi. throughout, 
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» Similarly in Col. i, 13—17; the lan- 
guage employed in the two cases having 
a striking resemblance'. 

2. Inii, ọ weread that Christ “tasted 
of death for every man (vmip mavrós)." 
So in r Tim. ii. 6, He “gave Himself a 
ransom for all (omép vávrov);" in 2 Cor. 
v. 15, “one died for all (utp mdvrov);" 
in Rom. viii. 32, He was “delivered up 
Jor us all (vrèp nudv závrov)." 

This wonderful arrangement had its 
origin in “the grace of God;” cp. Rom. 
W. 15, 17, 20, 21. 

3. In ii ro, rr, Christ is *the Cap- 
tain” of “many sons” of God, who are 
* His brethren.” In Rom. viii. 29 He is 
* the first-born among many brethren." 

4. In ii. ro, 14 the “many sons,” 
whom God is “leading to glory,” are 
represented as having previously been 
“subject to bondage through fear of 
death." So in Rom. viii. 14 f., the “sons 
of God,” who are heirs of “gory” (v. 17), 
were once burdened with *'the spirit of 
bondage” causing them “to fear.” 

5. In ii 17 it is said that it behoved 
Jesus, for the due discharge of His office, 
“to be made like (ogow05va) to His 
brethren.” In Rom. viii. 3 (with a similar 
connexion of thought), * God sent His 
Son in the likeness (èv oporwparı) of sinful 
fiesh;” and in Phil. ii 6, 7 Jesus “was 
made in the likeness (èv opowipare) of 
men.” 

6. The case of those who fell in the 
wilderness is enlarged upon (with much 
similarity of treatment) in iii. 7—19 and 
zi Cor. x. 1—12. 

4. Inch.v. 7—9 the “obedience” of 
Christ has the same prominence given to 
it which it has in Phil. ii. 6, 7. See also 
Rom. v. 19. 

8. In ix. 15 Christ's atoning death is 


1 “Tt is universally acknowledged that the 
Christology of the Ep. to the Hebr. is on all 
essential points in agreement with that of St 
Paul. This agreement is so great and so evident 
that even Kóstlin and Ritschl are obliged to ad- 
mit that the Christology of our author presup- 
poses the Pauline higher conception of the idea 
of the Son of God, and that here at any rate there is 
unmistakeably a direct dependence of our author 
upon the Apostle.” So Dr Riehm, ‘ Der Lehrbe- 
griff des Hebraerbriefes,’ p.385. The divergencies 
which this candid and painstaking writer thinks 
he sees between our Epistle and St Paul's 
writings, admit, in most cases, of very easy expla- 
nation. Some of the more important of these 
are noticed in App. IV. ` ` 


q 6 
represented as having a retrospective 
efficacy. Soin Rom. iii. 25*. 

9. In x 25 the day of our Lord's 
coming to Judgement is spoken of, ab- 
solutely, as “the day.” So in 1 Cor. ili: 
I3; cp. 1 Thess. v. 4. | 

10, The thought that “God is faith- 
ful" is used in the way of consolation in 
3/03 1 8510-09 "In 9$" Coren top 306 v3) 
I Thess. v. 24, 2 Thess. iii. 3. 

rr. In xi. 7 we have, “heir of the 
righteousness which is by (or, according 
to) faith." This effect of faith, as placing 
a man in his proper relation to God, is 
(it needs scarcely be said) often insisted 
on by.St Paul See Rom. iii 22, iv. 
I1— 5; Phil iii. 9, &c. 

12. The mention of zépvos in xii. 16 
is followed in v. 17 by a reference to the 
forfeited inheritance. ‘The same sequence 
is found in 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, Eph. v. 5. 

I3. In xiii 4, 5 unchastity and co- 
vetousness are placed side by side, as in 
I Cor. v. 10, 11, vi. 9, Eph. v. 3, 5, Col. 
ii, Be 

I4. In xii 22 Mount Sinai and the 
Heavenly Jerusalem stand contrasted as 
the respective homes and centres of the 
Legal and Evangelical Covenants. Simi- 
larly in Gal. iv. 25, 267. 

15.’ In iii 15 £, iv. 11, the history of 
Israel in the Wilderness is urged as a 
typical warning to Christians. So in 
1 Cor. x. 1—12. 

16. Inxiil 16, *beneficence and com- 
munication (kowevía)" are spoken of as 
“ sacrifices,” with which * God is well- 
pleased (etapeoretra).”’ 

In Phil. iv. 14—18 St Paul speaks of 
the gifts, by which the Philippians *com- 
municated” with him (cvyxowwvycarres, 
7. 14, Cp. êkowwvyoev, 7. 15), as “a sacri- 
fice well-pleasing (e$apeorov) to God.” 
The word xowevía is used with this same 
specific meaning in Rom. xv. 26, 2 Cor. 
ix. 15; but not elsewhere. i 

17. More particularly as regards the 


1 Delitzsch refers to Acts xiii. 38, 39, as “a 
remarkable parallel passage.” This also belongs 
to St Paul, 

2 The vividness of the description in ch. xii. 
18—21 is only natural, if St Paul were the writer ; 
as we know that he spent a considerable time in 
Arabia shortly after his conversion (Gal. i. 17). 
'There, no doubt, he learnt to realize the truth; 
that Jerusalem, regarded as the centre of the 
Levitical system, was but the successor of Mount 
Sinai, on which the Tabernacle was first erected. 
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position occupied by the Law in the his- 
tory of Redemption, the following points 
deserve to be noticed : 

(a) It was only temporary and pro- 
visional, ix. 9, 10; so Gal. iii. 19: | 

(6) with carnal ordinances, vii. 16, 
ix. 10; comp. Gal. iii. 3, Col. 1. 20— 
233 
: (c) in the nature of rudimental dis- 
cipline (erouxea) suited to infants, v. 12— 
14, Vi. 1; comp. Gal. iv. 1, 3, 9 (arorxeta, 
which occurs also in Col. ii. 20): 

(4) bringing the fact of man's sin- 
fulness more clearly before the mind, 
x. 3 (avapyyois apaprióv) ; comp. Rom. 
iii. 20 (éréyvoois apoprías), vii. 7": 

(ec) weak and unprofitable, as re- 
garded deliverance from sin, vil. 18 (a- 
obeves koi dvwdedgs) ; comp. Gal. iii. 21, 
iv. 9 (dolei koi wroxd), Rom. viii 3 
(joGever): 

(f) leaving men in a state of bond- 
age and alarm, ii. 15; comp. Rom. viii. 
Bibs Kxal, 1y.43,49, 9: 

(g) “a shadow of good things to 
come," x. 1; soin Col. ii. 17 “a@ shadow 
of things to come.” 

(4) the atoning blood of the sacri- 
fices being a type of the blood of Christ, 
whereby He ‘obtained eternal redemp- 
tion (azoAsrpocw) for us,” ix. 12; comp. 
Eon. 315.245 255, Eph. s. 24: Col. 1.424 
(azrohitpwors, in each case): 

(2 Christ, the antitype, being both 
offerer and offering, 1x. 12, 14; comp. 
ED. $2. ul. 1: (di. 205 (Ep Dips Has Oy 
IET: 

(£) When Christ came, the office of 
the Law was abrogated, vii. 18; comp. 
Gal. ii. 23, 24: 

(/) and God's law was written on 
men's hearts, vill. 10, x. 16; cp. 2 Cor. 
Blatt) 23. 

18. The argument of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews culminates in the thought 
of Christ, the Son of God, seated at the 
right hand of God, interceding for us, 
Vil. 25 (évrvyxdvew), viii. 1 : so does that 
of the Epistle to the Romans, Rom. viii. 
34 (evtvyxaver). 

1 [n the Epistle to the Romans, the Law is 
dealt with chiefly as a rule of action; in that to 
the Hebrews, as a system by which Israel was to 
be preserved in communion with God. Each of 
the above expressions, therefore, is appropriate 
to the persons addressed. The primary aim of 


the Law is in each case represented as being to 
quicken the sense of sin. 
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§ vill. Summary of the Internal Evidence. 


It is not easy to express in words the 
value of the above numerous positive 
lines of evidence. The coincidences 
which have been pointed out, in the use 
of words and phrases, in modes of enun- 
ciating or illustrating religious truth, in 
the subject-matter of the Epistle, —would 
be most remarkable, if they were simply 
looked at, one by one, insuccession. But, 
in fact, they are so interwoven with each 
other, as (from the nature of convergent 
evidence) to preclude all possibility of 
doubt. ‘The supposition that St Luke or 
Clement of Rome, Barnabas or Apollos, 
should, frst of all, have so analysed the 
Apostle’s writings as to gain command 
over this vast array of characteristic 
words, turns of expression, associations 
of thought, and modes of Scriptural ex- 
position; ZAez, have set to work to re- 
combine these into an Epistle which he 
meant should pass for his own; and /asz/y, 
should have succeeded so perfectly that 
the Epistle reads like a grand original 
composition, the product of one powerful 
mind: this must, surely, appear absolutely 
incredible, Consequently, on internal 
grounds, it is nothing less than certain 
that St Paul was the writer. 

We are warranted, therefore, in assert- 
ing that the external and the internal 
evidence conspire in establishing the 
Pauline authorship of this Epistle. 

Since, however, from the earliest times 
there have been various arguments urged, 
by men of real eminence, against this 
view, it seems right that the chief of 
these objections shculd be here briefly 
noticed. 


SECT. 3. EXAMINATION OF LEADING 
OBJECTIONS. 
$1. Undoubtedly, one of the earliest 


difficulties was the fact that the Epistle 
had not St Paul's name prefixed. 
I. We have seen above, how Pansetius 


.and Clement attempted to explain this 


fact. Pansetius thought that as the writer 
meant to exhibit our Lord as “the Apostle 
of our profession," he reverentially re- 
frained from speaking of himself as an 
apostle; more especially, since he himself 
had been appointed *the Apostle of the 
Gentiles." 

Clement, again, accounted for it by 
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supposing that the Apostle prudently re- 
frained from obtruding on the Hebrews 
a name which, he knew, was unwelcome 
to many of them. 

There may be a residuum of truth in 
each of these explanations’. 

2. A more important consideration, 
however, is the following : 

St Paul had just reached the end of 
an imprisonment which had lasted four 
years. The cause of this detention had 
been a charge, brought against him by 
the Jews of Jerusalem, that “he taught 
men everywhere against ZAe people, and 
the Law, and this place’’ (Acts xxi. 28). 

If then, at such time, he felt bound 
to write to the Hebrews a discourse like 
the present? in which. he boldly and 
clearly maintained the abolition of the 
legal ordinances, how must he proceed? 
Was it not a plain duty in him to abstain, 
as far as was possible, from everything 
that might furnish his opponents with 
grounds for bringing a fresh charge a- 
gainst him? ? 

3. The full account of the matter, 
however, appears to be this. The 
Apostle's intention was to ground his 
appeal throughout upon ZZe word of God 
Himself. Therefore he strikes the key- 
note of his discourse at the outset thus :— 

God, who had spoken to them in old 
times by the prophets, now spoke by the 
Son to whom the prophets had given 
witness. 

'Then follows a string of testimonies; 
taken especially from the Psalms, which 
were continually sung in the Temple. 
One of these, the cxth, which runs through 
the whole discussion, contains the most 
emphatic oracle of the Old Testament,— 


1 As regards the latter, note the apologetic 
character of ch. xiii. 18. It should be borne in 
mind, that his name ‘‘Saul” had long fallen 
. into disuse, even in Jerusalem (Acts xv. 25); and 
that the name “Paul” specially marked him out 
as the apostle of the Gentiles (see note on Acts 
xiii. 9). 

? See the note on ch. xiii. 22. 

3 'The severity of proceedings against persons 
who wrote on public matters, under the Empire, 
. is rightly urged by Dr Biesenthal, *Das Trost- 
schreiben,’ ss. 3—19. He adds, ‘*What did 
Paul lose by writing the Epistle anonymously? 
His friends would recognize the author and 
lovingly welcome it, as the poet says, 


Ut titulo careas, ipso noscere colore; 
Dissimulare velis, te liquet esse meum. 3 
(Ovid, * Trist.’ 1, 61, 2)." 
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the word of the Divine oath which con- 
stituted the everlasting Priest. Another, 
the xcvth, furnishes the trumpet-like 
summons (thrice repeated, lil. 7, 15, iv. 
7), * To day, if ye will hear His voice." 
He, whose voice once filled even Moses 
with fear, now speaks to us “from heaven” 
(xii. 25). What reason, then, was there 
for concentrating their attention on Jesus, 
their “ Apostle and High-priest,” their 
* Mediator," the * Author and Perfecter 
of faith” ! 

This sustained concentration of mental 
gaze on the “faithful Witness” in heaven 
may well be held to explain, what it 
abundantly justifies, the withdrawal of 
the writer’s personality into the back- 
ground’, 

§ i. Again; it was thought, that St 
Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, would 
not be likely to write to the Hebrews. 

Yet he was most anxious to preach at 
Jerusalem (Acts ix. 29, xxii. 19); and 
always, wherever he came, addressed 
himself to “the Jew first” (cp. Rom. i. 
16). For a whole year before his visit 
to Jerusalem he had been engaged in 
working out a plan, by which he hoped 
to show his love to the mother Church 
(2 Cor. ix. 2). For his brethren’s sake 
he would even have been content to be 
* anathema from Christ.” Of his welling- 
ness, then, to undertake the task we may 
be certain; and, that in actually under- 
taking it he would not be overstepping 
the limits of his apostolical commission, 
is evident from Acts ix. 15. (See below, 
v. 6. 

§ de An objection which had great 
weight in ancient times, as it has also had 
in modern’, rests on ch. ii. 3. It is said, 
that St Paul never could have written, 
“and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard it.” But this assertion is altogether 
a mistake. In addressing the Christians 
of Judea, St Paul could not have selected 
a more correct way of representing the 
facts of the case. He had not supplied 
them with ZZe historical evidence of the 
death and resurrection-life of Jesus. In 
speaking to the Jews of Pisidian Antioch, 


1 Compare Owen, ‘Prel. Exerc.’ 11. § 195 Dr 
Irons, ‘Bamp. Lect.,’ p. 468. 

2 [t is noticed by Euthalius in the Fifth 
Century, and by Primasius in the Sixth. It had 
much influence with Calvin, and has been pro- 
nounced by a recent writer to be ** decisive." 
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Paul prefaced his own declaration of the 
Gospel to them by saying, that Jesus 
was “seen many days of them which 
came up with Him from Galilee, who 
are His witnesses unto the people” (Acts 
xiii. 31, 32; compare Luke xxiv. 48; 
Acts i. 22, ii. 32). The passage, there- 
fore, which has caused so many to stum- 
ble, is in full accordance with St Paul's 
known mode of address’. 

§ iv. Another objection, which has 
had no little influence both in ancient 
and modern times?, was drawn from ch. 
vijwpes6,x. 26,527, xii 1]: None who 
weigh these passages soberly, remember- 
ing, (1) what was implied by men's apos- 
tatizing from a Church which had re- 
ceived those Pentecostal gifts, (2) how 
intensely fanatical the unbelieving Jews 
had by this time become, will feel any 
difficulty in them. The utterance of 
severe truths was, in such a case, a 
proof of the tenderest compassion. 

§ v. It is objected that Clement of 
Alexandria and Origen pronounced the 
style to be unlike Paul's; and that so 
learned and acute a scholar as Erasmus 
spoke yet more strongly on this point. 
The influence exercised by these really 
eminent men has been so great in the 
matter before us, that it is necessary to 
examine the grounds on which they pro- 
ceeded in forming their judgment. 

1. Clement supposed that the Epistle 
had been written in Hebrew, and trans- 
lated into Greek by St Luke ; “ whence,” 
he says, *there is found the same com- 
plexion of style in this Epistle and the 
Acts.” On this it is to be observed 

(a) That almost all in modern times 
allow the evidence of the language itself 
to be fatal to Clement’s conjecture of a 
Hebrew original?; which, indeed, even 
Origen passed over without notice. 

(2) St Luke’s general style is much 


1 Consider also what was said to St Paul by 
our Lord Himself (Acts xxii. 18); ‘‘they will 
not receive ¢hy testimony concerning Me.” 

2 See above, III. 1. 6. 

3 Dr Biesenthal (a. a.) does not appear to have 
done anything to diminish the weight of the diffi- 
culties, which have been often urged; e.g. Whatan 
enormous distance is there between éua6ev, ad’ 
dv érader, r3» Vrakofj» (ch. v. 8) and WPI Wd 
PDW?! See also the renderings of soXvuepós 
kal movrpórws (i. 1), ovder åke adr@ dvvró- 
rakrov (ii, 8), perpiorabev (v. 2), evAaBelas (v. 7, 
xii. 28), róv dópoaror cs opQv (xi. 27), etc. 
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more Hebraic than that of St Paul or of 
this Epistle, and the book of Acts 
becomes less Hebraic zz its second half; 
that is, when the narrative begins to 
record the doings and speeches of St 
Paul. When so accomplished a critic 
as Delitzsch? has argued in favour of the 
Lucan authorship of this Epistle from 
words found in those speeches, it is no 
disrespect to Clement to suppose that he 
may have been alike inadvertent. 

(c) That there are some noticeable 
verbal coincidences between St Luke’s 
writings and this Epistle, is true. But 
so there are between those writings and 
St Paul's Epistles?. The fact was noticed 
by Chrysostom ; who ascribed it to the 
influence which St Paul's master-mind 
had exerted on his fellow-labourer. 

2. We are able to deal more definitely 
with Origens decision; for he has told 
us the ground on which his opinion 
rested. He appealed to 2 Cor. xi. 6, € 
82 kai Biudrys Adyw, GAN od yver; and 
he inferred from this passage that St 
Paul.was unable to write pure Greek. 
Whereas 

(a) The words only imply that Paul 
was willing to concede, for the time, what 
his opponents had said of him (x. 10): 
“ His speech (Aóyos) is contemptible.” 
Throughout the chapter he is writing 
with a calm and loving, but dignified, 
irony *. 

(2) He could well afford to grant that 
he had given them occasion to think him 
iBuóryv Aóye, *unversed in the art of 
speech”—zn their sense of the term. We 
know that, when St Paul came to Corinth, 
he deliberately resolved to avoid **excel- 
lency of speech (Aóyov) or of wisdom” 
(x Cor. ii. 1) ; not to employ the *' per- 
suasive words of man's wisdom" (ii. 4); 
but to *speak in words which the Holy 
Spirit taught" (ii. 13). In a correspond- 
ing sense of the term, we may allow that 
Paul was ¿bwrs Aóyo in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews ; abstaining here from Rab- 
binic lore (not, certainly, that he was 


1 These speeches occupy about one sixth part 
of chh. xiii—xxviii; besides which many of the 
narratives must have come from St Paul him- 
self (e.g. xiii. I—xvi. 9; xvii. 1—xx. 3). 

2 See above, p» note qs 

3 See Appendix III. 

4 So St Augustine and St Chrysostom under- 
stood the Apostle's language. 
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without it), as at Corinth he had ab- 
stained from Hellenic philosophy and 
rhetoric. 

(c) If it be needful to bring forward a 
counterpoise to Origen's great name, we 
have it in St Chrysostom. He, the pupil 
of Libanius, and the greatest of Christian 
Greek orators, spoke with admiration 
of St Paul's style, and accepted the 
Epistle to the Hebrews as undoubtedly 
his. 

3. Erasmus,—a man, like Origen, of 
immense learning, —whose opinion, pro- 
bably, influenced a large number of both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant divines, 
wrote thus of the Epistle to the Hebrews : 
“There still remains an argument of the 
most conclusive kind, the style and cha- 
racter of its diction; which has no affinity 
with St Paul's...The divergence is not 
only in words or figures of speech; it 
differs in all features (omnibus notis dis- 
sidet)” After the evidence which has 
been produced above, no comment on 
this can be thought necessary. 

. § vi. In recent times, those who ob- 
ject to the Pauline authorship on the 
ground of style have greatly modified 
their position. It is allowed that there 
is à very striking similarity between the 
language of this Epistle and that of St 
Paul; but it is urged (1) that words not 
used by St Paul occur in this Epistle, 
while some which he uses frequently do 
not occur; (2) that the language indi- 
cates familiarity with the writings of Philo 
of Alexandria; (3) that a more rhetorical 
form of writing is found in this. than in 
St Paul's Epistles. 

A few words will suffice regarding 
each of these points. 

1. When Paul was writing to the He- 

brew Christians on the relation between 
the Legal Constitution and the Gospel, 
it could not fail that his topics, and con- 
sequently the terms he employed, would 
differ materially from those which formed 
the staple of letters written to Gentile 
Churches. It is surely very idle, then, 
to rest any argument as to style on the 
fact that St Paul nowhere uses the words 
“priest” or *high-priest," or that the 
word “justify” does not occur in our 
„Epistle. os 

In the Epistle to the Romans St Paul 
uses the word “Law” seventy-five times, 

because he wanted it; in the Second 
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Epistle to the Corinthians xoź once, be- 
cause Ais subject did not require if, No one 
supposes that this furnishes the faintest 
presumption against the Pauline author- 
ship of either of these Epistles. | 

If the word 8uaióo does not occur in 
this Epistle, its absence has no bearing 
whatever on the authorship of the Epistle; 
for it is alike absent from 2nd Corinth- 
ians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
rst and 2nd Thessalonians, and 2nd 
Timothy. The term was needed by the 
writer in the Epistle to the Romans; but 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews his stand- 
point was different, and he used the 
more appropriate words kaapilw, rte- 
Aewow’, 

2. That St Paul was not likely to 
have been familiar with Philo’s writings, 
is assumed without any warrant. Facts 
point plainly the other way. 

(a) Before his conversion, Paul had 
been a zealous associate of the opponents 
of Stephen; among whom were included 
“Alexandrians” (Acts vi. 9). 

(4) During his fortnight’s sojourn at 
Jerusalem, in A.D. 37, “he disputed a- 
gainst the Hellenists” (Acts ix. 29) single- 
handed. ‘This implies that he was well 
acquainted with Hellenistic modes of 
theologizing ; among which Philo’s was 
at that time pre-eminent’. 

(c) Tarsus, to which he next retired, 
was reckoned inferior neither to Alexan- 
dria nor to Athens as a school of philo- 
sophy*. He had thus a further oppor- 
tunity of preparing for future labour by 
surveying afresh the whole field of 
Hellenistic thought. 

(Z) When he was summoned away 
from Tarsus, it was that he might in- 
struct the Hellenists who had joined 
the Church at Antioch. 

() Many noticeable points of con- 
tact with Philo’s writings, similar to 


1 Tt is evident that ‘‘justification” flows from 
Christ as iħaorńpiov, in Rom. iii. 24, in the same 
way that ‘‘purification from sin" and ‘‘restora- 
tion to communion with God" do in Hebrews: 
and that in Rom. iv. 1—8 the *'justified" man is 
he, whose iniquities are forgiven (d¢@levra.), as 
the “perfected” of Hebr. x. r4—18 are they 
who receive *remission" (dg@eows) of their ini- 
quities. Comp. App. Iv. 

? Philo was an old man, when he headed the 
deputation to Caligula in A. D. 39, 40. 

.$ See the passage of Strabo in Howson and 
Conyb., 1. p. 103. 
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those which are found in our Epistle, 
occur in the Pauline Epistles'. 

If, then, the second generation of 
Christians at Jerusalem were in danger 
of having their faith weakened by an 
infusion of Alexandrian mysticism, and 
St Paul saw fit to write an admonitory 
Letter to them, what could be more 
probable than that his language would 
exhibit some coincidences’ with that of 
the writer, who had done most to shape 
and to consolidate that subtle system 
of error? 

Philo's teaching was, in fact, opposed 
to the whole tenor of Divine Revelation. 
He nowhere recognized the need of an 
Atonement forsin. With him the true 
High-priest is the Divine Reason (Adyos), 
which he speaks of as the Son of God ; 
in which the ideal Universe is contained ; 
and which mediates between God and the 
material Universe. With him Melchize- 
dek is a type of “right reason" (0p60s 
Aóyos); and sacrifices have efficacy just 
so far as they are expressions of moral 
virtues in the offerers. The Levitical 
system and the temple, as witnessing to 
such sacrifices, will, he declares, be pre- 
served so long as the race of men con- 
tinues ; being co-eval with the world. 

St Paul deals with these erroneous 
views, as he did with those of the Stoics 
and Epicureans on Mars' Hill; that is, 
he supplies the positive truth, which 
they denied or misapprehended. 

3. If there bea somewhat more stately 
and elaborated style observable in this 


1 See, e.g., the commentators on Rom. i. 
23—25, ix. 14, xiv. 73 1 Cor. xv. 46, 47; 2 Cor. 
lil. 3, lv. 4; Gal. iv. 22—31 ; Col. i. 15, etc. 

? It should be remarked, however, that many 
words are quoted as Philonian, which belong to 
Hellenistic literature at large. Thus in a list 
given in the ‘Expositor’ (1875, p. 336), the foi- 
lowing seven terms stand consecutively ;—déparos 
(found in LXX., Josephus, Plato, &c.), elod-yew 
(frequent in LXX. and in classical Greek), ava- 
kauvigew (LXX., Toseph.), éxoueva (LX X.), mpo- 
keic0a. (LXX., Joseph., and classical writers), 
&ucuos (LXX. freq.), vrooré\domar (LX X., 
Joseph., Classics; and S¢ Paul, Acts xx. 20). 
The term atrts cwrnplas (ch. v. 9) is found in 
Philo; but it also occurs twice in Josephus, and 
once in Diodorus Siculus. IloA^vuepós and rov- 
Tpomws are conjoined in Philo; but so are mov- 
Hepys and zoAírpomos in two passages of Maxi- 
mus Tyrius. If the contrast between vto 
and réAeto,, and the comparison of simple spirit- 
ual diet to milk (v. 12, vi. 1), be found in Philo, 
so also are they in another Hellenistic writer, — 
St Paul (x Cor, ii. 6, iii, 1, 2), 
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Epistle, this is only what might be ex- 
pected from the nature of the case. . 
Many of St Paul’s Epistles were written 
rapidly, to meet emergent needs, while 
he was “daily” burdened with “the 
care of all the churches.” We are not 
surprised at finding some difference of 
style between these and the other Epistles 
which were written in the comparative 
leisure and seclusion of the Captivity. 
But when he addressed the Hebrews 
there was abundant reason why his writing 
should exhibit a yet more marked di- 
versity. i 

He was now putting into form his 
ripest thoughts on a subject which could 
never have been absent from his mind 
for thirty years,—the relation of the 
Legal to the Evangelical Dispensation. 
Some aspects of the question had been 
dealt with in other Epistles; but he was 
now called upon to supply an answer 
to the central question, *On what grounds 
do you require us, Jews, to relinquish 
that Levitical system, which was ordained 
by God Himself to be the key-stone of 
Israel's national constitution, and which 
has now lasted 1500 years?" We know 
well with what deep reverence St Paul 
would in any case approach this subject’ ; 
and the first verse of the Epistle tells us 
that he meant to look the difficulty full 
in the face. We cannot doubt, therefore, 
that he would bring the whole energy of 
his mind to bear upon so important a 
work. 

He was not only seeking to re-animate 
the faith of the Hebrew Christians ;— 
though that, unquestionably, was his 
primary aim, and a very momentous 
one he would feel it to be*;—but his 
task was one of still greater solemnity. 
For, while he addressed himself exclu- 
sively to the Hebrews, he was in fact 
vindicating his conduct as Apostle of the 
Gentiles; showing that the Gospel which 
he had preached, instead of derogating 
from the honour of the elder Dispen- 
sation, reflected rays of glory upon it; 
filling its histories and types, its psalms 
and prophecies, with a mysterious and 
wide-reaching significancy, which con- 
ferred upon them an unimagined worth ~ 
and dignity. Nor was this all, For, — 


1 See Rom. ix. 1—5. 
? See below, V. 6. 
3 “Here,” says Mr Dale, ‘‘in the Epistle to - 
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in laying this “ Apology for the Gospel” 
before the Hebrews, he was also provid- 
ing a store of most precious theological 
truth for the Catholic Church of all ages; 
supplying it with an Organon for the 
interpretation of the Old Testament; 
and showing how firmly its foundations 
had been laid in the Divine purpose, 
which had worked onward in gradual 
self-revelation from the beginning of hu- 
man history. 

Is it in any way strange,—is it not 
rather most natural,—that an Epistle, 
whose aims were so lofty, should have 
had extraordinary pains bestowed on its 
composition’? 

That such a variation of style was 
not beyond St Paul’s ability is shown by 
his Speeches and Epistles*. 


the Hebrews, I see an ancient faith, out of which 
the life has gone, being carried to its sepulchre ; 
and a Christian writer stops the funeral proces- 
sion, touches the bier, and the lips of the dead 
religion open and bear testimony to the greatness 
and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ."  (*The 
Jewish Temple, &c., 1865.) 

1 If Horace’s ‘Epistle to Augustus’ be com- 
pared with the Epistles of thé First Book, it will 
be found to be not only more methodical in its 
structure, but more stately in manner, more 
rhythmical, and (in parts) more elaborately rheto- 
rical. Hew strong a contrast, for instance, do 
vv. 219—259 present to the general style of 
Book 1. 

? [ may be allowed to refer on this point to 
one or two witnesses. 

Dr Farrar speaks of St Paul's address on 
Mars’ Hill as exhibiting ‘‘a power of reasoning 
and eloquence to which they [/Ze Athenians] 
could not be insensible," and notices “the con- 
summate skill with which it was framed,” and 
**the pregnant meanings infused into z¢s noble and 
powerful sentences.’ (‘L. of St Paul,’ 1. 544, 6.) 
He also observes that St Paul ‘‘could, when he 
chose, wield a style of remarkable finish and 
eloquence” (p. 623). 

Dean Alford says of the 1st Ep. to the Corin- 
thians, that it ranks, perhaps, the foremost of 
all as to sublimity, and earnest and impassioned 
eloquence.” He describes x Cor. xiii as **a pure 
and perfect gem; perhaps, the noblest assem- 
blage of béautiful thoughts in beautiful language 
extant in this our world.” ‘About the whole 
Epistle,” he adds, ‘‘there is a character of lofty 
and sustained solemnity.” (*Proleg.' Sect. VII.) 
Yet this Epistle, it should be observed, was 
written in the midst of many and pressing en- 
| gagements (xvi. 9). 

Dr Davidson speaks of the great variety of 
style- and diction in St Paul's Epistles, as what 
**might be expected from the many-sided man, 
who stands before us. The Epistles,” he says, 
- *tare wonderfully adapted, in tone and contents,” 
to the circumstances of the individuals or com- 
munities to whom they were sent. (‘Introd. to 
N.T.,’ Vol. 111.) 
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We see, then, that the things which 
have been urged against the hypothesis 
of the Pauline authorship of this Epistle, 
are, on the contrary, in perfect harmony 
with it; some of them, indeed, supply- 
ing confirmatory proofs of it. "There is, 
therefore, nothing to set against what 
has been alleged in the way of Internal 
Evidence (under which head all these 
objections fall). 


IV. WHERE, AND WHEN, THE EPISTLE 


WAS WRITTEN. 


The expression used in xiii. 24, “ They 
of Italy salute you," suggests to us, 
where the writer was. For, just as, when 
St Paul was writing from Ephesus (1 Cor. 
xvi. 8), he forwarded greetings from the 
churches of the Asian province, of 
which Ephesus was the chief city,—“ the 
churches of Asia salute you” (v. 19) ;— 
so, if he were writing from Rome, it 
would be natural for him to send greet- 
ings from those who represented the 
churches of Italy’. 

But, if he wrote from Rome, the 
obvious inference from xiii. 23 is, that 
the Epistle was finished shortly before 
the close of the Apostle’s first imprison- 
ment ; that is, in A.D. 65. 

It is a wonderful sight, which is thus 
brought before us. Paul, who has been 
above four years a Roman prisoner, sits 
surrounded by proofs of the greatness of 
the city which called itself * Eternal ;” 
but the eye of his faith penetrates far 
beyond the range of all that visible 
grandeur, and sees it scattered “like 
chaff from the summer threshing-floor ” 
(see the notes on ch. xii. 28); while in its 
stead there is established *an immove- 
able kingdom," of which he and his suf- 
fering fellow-Christians are the possessors. 


V. 'To wHOM IT WAS WRITTEN, 


'The most prevalent opinion has been, 
that the Hebrews addressed in this 
Epistle were the Christians of Palestine; 
especially, therefore, those of Jerusalem. 


1 The expression of dmà T5s 'lraMas corre- 
sponds in form to the of amo rhs "lommns of Acts 
X. 23 

2 Fhe references to the theatre and the games 
(x. 32, xii. 1—3) are no way inconsistent with this 
view. Few intelligent Jews could be ignorant of 
what went on at Cesarea. 
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This view is supported by the following 
considerations :— 

i. The whole tenor of the Epistle 
implies that the persons, to whom it was 
written, lived under the shadow of the 
Temple services. 

2. Tonone, so well as to them, would 
the words in ii. 3 apply. The Apostles 
remained in Jerusalem for several years ; 
and James the Just had continued to 
reside there for thirty-two years. (His 
martyrdom took place A.D. 62.) 

3. These “ Hebrews” had suffered 
persecution at an early period (x. 32— 
34). So had the Jerusalem Christians: 
Acts viii. 1—3, xii. 1—5; cp. 1 Thess. ii. 
14. 
4. They were in danger of relapsing 
into Judaism (ch. iii. r2—15, iv. 12, vi. 
4—6, x. 28, 29) Nowhere was this 
danger so great as at Jerusalem (see 
note on xiii 9), The nature of the 
“zeal,” which prevailed among the 
Christians there, is shown by the fact 
that they spoke of Paul as one who 
“taught all the Jews, which were among 
the Gentiles, apostasy from Moses?” (Acts 
xxi. 21). On such men the deepening 
fanaticism of the Jerusalem Jews could 
scarcely fail to exert a perilous influence.. 
The elder generation of Christians, was. 
fast passing away (cp. ch. xii. 7). The 
younger generation looked around them, 
and saw no signs of Christ's coming. The 
Temple yet stood in its glory. Might it 
not, after all, be the Divine purpose to 
continue it, for some time to come, as, 
the visible centre of Messiah's kingdom ? 
If so, instead of provoking the furious 
bigotry which had lately put to death 
so holy a man as James, would it not be 
better to look out for some way of effect- 
ing a fusion of the Law and the Gospel? 
While the latter contributed the inward 
spiritual life, might not the former supply 
the bodily framework ? 

No other Church was thus tempted to 
fall away into an adoption of the Leviti- 
cal system. 

s. The expression, “ That I may be 
restored to you" (see the note on xiii. 
~ 19), implies that something had occurred, 


1 grocractav dd Mwcéws. It is a significant 
fact that the Æbionites rejected all St Paul's 
Epistles on this very ground ; “declaring him to 
be an apostate from the Law” (Euseb., * E. H? 111. 


72). 
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which had broken off the connexion be- 
tween the writer of the Epistle and these 
* Hebrews.” Such had been the case 
with St Paul When, after long and 
careful preparation, he had brought up 
to Jerusalem the offerings by which the 
Gentile Churches testified their loyal re- 
gard for the parent Church,—just as his 
purpose seemed to have been attained, 
he was suddenly swept away from the 
scene, and handed over to an imprison- 
ment which was to last for more than 
four years. But his deep affection for the 
mother Church remained unchanged; nor 
can we doubt that the warmest desire of 
his heart was to establish a solid union 
between the Gentile and Hebrew Chris- 
tians. 

6. There are many special circum- 
stances in St Paul's character and history 
which make it highly probable that he 
would wish to write such an Ejpistle as 
this to the Christians of Jerusalem. 

(a) He could never forget how he had 
once *devastated" the Church there. 
Up to the last, when his memory revertea 
to those days, he felt himself to be “the 
chief of sinners” (x Tim. i 12—15). 
He could not but long to make some 
amends for the injuries he had inflicted 
on the Churches of Judea. 

(b) Very early in his career he had 
given proof of his earnest desire to preach 
at Jerusalem (Acts ix. 26—30):—a work 
for which, indeed, he appeared to be 
singularly qualified ; since he was familiar 
not only with the traditional system. of 
the rabbins, as expounded by Gamaliel, 
but also. with the views of the more intel- 


lectual Jewish, schools, the Cilician and 


Alexandrian’. 

(c) The prophetic words uttered by 
the Lord. Himself concerning him (Acts 
ix. 15) gave him an assured hope that he 
should yet be able to perform some great 
work for Israel's edification :—“ He is a 
chosen vessel unto me to bear My name 
before nations, and kings, and the sons of 
Israel.” Would it not have been sur- 
prising, if he who had written so much 
for the instruction of the Gentile Churches 
had had no “word of exhortation” to 
send to “the Hebrews”?—none, even 
now when the “pillar” of the Church 
had been removed and “the enemy was 
pouring in like a flood” upon it ? 

1 See above, p. 19. 
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(2) Must not the Apostle’s spirit have 
been stirred to its very depths when he 
reflected on the circumstances of St 
James's death? James, 74e Just, had been 
put to death by the High-priest, as a vio- 
lator of the Law ;—he, the man who had 
been so anxious to conciliate his country- 
men by observing the Law! Was not the 
thought of this, joined with the memory 
of all that had issued from his own at- 
tempts at conciliation, sufficient to per- 
suade Paul, that it was high time for him, 
the Apostle of Christ, to put forth all his. 
powers in an endeavour to set forth fully 
and clearly the true relation in which) 
Christians stood to the Law’? 


We conclude, then, that the view, which 
has been most generally entertained, has 


1 It is observable that many of the details in 
the Epistle gain greatly in force when they are 
thought of in connexion with Jerusalem: e.g. 
Ps. xcv (chh. iii, iv,) was a warning to all not to 
think of Jerusalem as God's ‘‘resting-place;” 
the allegory of ch. vi. 7, 8, reproduced Isaiah’s 
parable to the **inhabitants of Jerusalem " (Isai. 
v. 3); Ps. cx had supplied the basis of our Lord's 
parting words to the Pharisees of Jerusalem (St 
Matt. xxii. 41—46); while ch. x. 25, xiii. 14 are 
pointed allusions to the approaching *fatal day" 
of Jerusalem’s overthrow. 
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also the strongest grounds of probability 
in its favour;—that the “ Hebrews,” to 
whom this Epistle was in the first in- 
stance addressed, were the Christian 
Jews of Jerusalem. 

St Paul’s imprisonment had seemed 
to frustrate all the loving plans he had 
formed for the edification of the Hebrew 
Church. But his enforced seclusion 
was over-ruled, in fact, to a higher good. 
He was thus enabled to bestow on them 
the most precious of gifts; an Epistle, 
which, taking them by the hand and lead- 
ing: them through the various parts of the 
Old Testament scriptures, showed them 
everywhere “visions of God,”—the hea- 
vens opened, and Jesus, the Son of God, 
at the right hand of God ;—and then 
urged them to abandon their reliance. 
on shadows, and to live as befitted 
priests of the Living God, who already 
by faith possessed a share in the. King- 
dom of eternal realities. 

About five years after the date of this 
Epistle, the ''emple was burnt, and the 
Levitical service ** vanished away." How 
inestimably precious a treasure would 
this Epistle then become to the scattered 
Hebrew Christians ! 


EUDPTON TOT TES 





IL VON 2 PET HL 15, 10. 


As ìt cannot be affirmed that the writing 
spoken of in v. 15 is certainly the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, it has been thought most 
consistent with reverence not to use this pas- 
sage at all in the way of evidence. Now, 
' however, when that Epistle has been proved 
on other grounds to be St Paul's, we not only 
may, but are bound to, ask, whether it be not 
the one which is referred to in that striking 
testimony of St Peter. 

The following reasons are strongly in favour 
of such a view. 

x. St Peter, writing to Israelites, speaks 
of one special Epistle addressed to them by St 
Paul, and contrasts this with ‘all his (other) 
Epistles." Undoubtedly this cannot be under- 
stood of any other Epistle so naturally as of 
this “to the Hebrews.” 

2. The description, ‘‘according to the 
wisdom given to him,” falls in exactly with 
this supposition. Nowhere else do we meet 
with so large an outpouring of that ‘‘ wisdom,” 
which St Paul uttered among Christians of 
ripe attainments (réAecou, 1 Cor. ii. 6; cp. 
Heb. vi. 1). The very word, dvovonra, here 
used by St Peter, reminds us of the ducep- 
pajvevros of Heb. v. 11. 

3. Passages like ch. vi. 4—6 and x. 26— 
31, were obviously liable to be misunderstood, 
and “wrested” by the «ignorant and un- 
stable to their own destruction." 

4. No other Epistle of St Paul supplies so 
forcible an exhortation to ** count the long- 
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suffering of God to be salvation.” This 
thought runs through the admonitory portion 
of the Epistle. From the beginning (it says) 
God, “the rock of their salvation” (Ps. xcv. 
1), had been inviting His people to ‘hear 
His voice.” Age after age the call had been 
renewed with unwearied patience. It still 
spoke to them from heaven in tones of the 
tenderest loving-kindness (xii. 25); and He 
who so spoke would, after ‘‘a little while” 
(x. 37), bring “salvation” to “ them that wait 
for Him” (ix. 28). 

'The objection that St Peter wrote to 
Israelites of the Dispersion, while the He- 
brews to whom this Epistle was written 
were probably those of Judæa, is of no 
material weight. We cannot doubt that a 
letter written by St Paul to the Judean 
churches would soon be circulated among 
the Jewish Christians of Asia Minor. 

The facts, which thus emerge to view, are 
of great interest. 

On the one hand, St Paul writing, towards 
the close of his career, to the ‘‘ Hebrews,” 
suppresses his own name, and pointedly refers 
to St Peter and the Eleven as Christ’s chosen 
* witnesses" (ii. 3). On the other hand, 
St Peter, knowing that he was soon to depart 
this life (2 Pet. i. 14), commends the wisdom 
of his ** beloved brother Paul,” as shown in 
his Epistles :—one of which Epistles recorded 
Peter's own faulty conduct at Antioch (Gal. 
ii. 11 £) and Paul's reproof of him. 


Worps IN Sr PAUL’S SPEECHES WHICH HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO AS 


CHARACTERISTIC OF ST LUKE. 


The following instances are taken from a 
commentary written by a German critic,— 
Dr Delitzsch, —who is second to none of his 
countrymen in learning, acuteness, candour, 
and piety. 

1. In vol r. p. 104 (E. Transl.) we read, 
“ Siapapriper Oa, of specially frequent occur- 
rence in St Luke, e.g. Acts xx. 23, xxiii. 11." 
—But xx. 23 is part of St Paul’s address at 
Miletus. The word occurs in that address 
three times (vv. 21, 23, 24), aS well as in 
I Thess. iv.6; 1 Tim. v. 21 ; 2 Tim. ii, 14, 
iv. t. The other passage, xxiii. 11, contains 


the words spoken by our Lord to Paul in the 
night-vision at Jerusalem; the account of 
which St Luke must certainly have received 
from St Paul. 

2. At p. 140, 0€ev, **six times in Hebrews, 
and in Acts xxvi. 19; nowhere in St Paul's 
Epistles."—But xxvi 19 is part of St Pauls 
speech before Festus. 

3. At p. 231, the ‘construction of mepi- 
keia au" in ch. v. 2, is “found nowhere else 
in New Testament, except in Acts xxviii. 20." 
—But these are $7 Paul's words. 

4. In vol. Ir. p. 31, Acts xxvi. 7 is quoted 
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in support of the statement that Aarpevo is “of 
special frequency in the writings of St Luke." 
—But these are St Pauls words; as are also 
Acts xxiv. 14, xxvii. 23, where the verb oc- 
curs. A comparison of these two last pas- 
sages with Rom. i. 9 and 2 Tim. i. 3, sup- 
plies an excellent illustration of the accuracy 
with which St Luke reported St Paul's 
speeches. 


Acts xxiv. I4, Aarpeóo TÔ matpd@ Oeĝ 
(followed in v. 16 by dzpóaxomov ovveidnow). 

2 Tim. i. 3, rà Ged, à Aarpe/e drò mpo- 
yóvov èv kabap cvverdyores. 

Acts xxvii. 23, rod O«oü, oÔ eim, Q kal 
Aarpevo. 

Rom. i. 9, 6 Geós, Q kal Aarpeso. 


5. IL. 81, xeipomotgros ‘tis used by St 
Luke in two places and in a similar connexion, 
Acts vii. 48 and xvii. 24."—But xvii. 24 is in 
St Paul's speech at Athens; and vii. 48 is in 
St Stephen's speech, the report of which is 
thought by many (see above, p. 7) to have 
been furnished by St Paul himself. 
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6. IL. 121, dears is “a term of frequent 
occurrence in St Luke.” Yet St Luke uses it 
only in places where he is reporting the words 
of others; and two of these, Acts xiii. 38, 
xxvi. 18, are in St Pau/'s speeches. ‘The word 
is also found in Eph. i. 7, Col. i. 14. 

7. UW. 188. On the ripwpia of x. 29 
reference is made to the riwpeioOa of Acts 
xxii. 5, xxvi. 11;—both of which are S£ Pauls 
words. 

8. m. 214. The use of paprupeiobae in 
xi. 2 is said to be ‘characteristic of St 
Luke;" one of the places quoted in support 
of this statement being Acts xxii. 12 ;—which 
belongs to St Paul. ‘The same use is found in 
Rom. iii. 2z, 1 Tim. v. xo. 

9. II. 242, Acts xiii. 35, part of Sz Paul's 
speech, is referred to as showing that 8.4 kai 
is characteristic of St Luke. 

Io. II. 396. In comparing the two read- 
ings in ch. xiii. 18, it is said that metĝðóueða is 
“ more in St Luke’s style” than in St Paul's; 
the proof of this assertion being Acts xxvi. 26: 
—which belongs to St Paul. 


VERBAL RESEMBLANCES BETWEEN THE (ACKNOWLEDGED) WRITINGS OF 


Sr PAvL AND THOSE OF ST LUKE. 


'The following words used by St Paul are 
found also in St Luke's writings, but not else- 
where in the New Testament. 

dànXos, aidvidios, atyuaXeri(ew, dvaxpivery, 
dvaMioKew, dvacraroüv, dvariÜeoÓat, üveous, 
dvontos, avora, avtatobiSovat, dvramoxpiver Oat, 
dvrixeioOa, dmreiÜrjs, amen, dmoaraocía, dpo- 
TpiÀv, drevi(ew, áxápiaros, BapBapos, *Bieri- 
kós, BvOiCew, Ouupeiv, OuamopeveaÜat, Sveppy- 
vevew, ÜvváaT)s, €ykakeiv (OT, ékkakeiv), èk- 
Ouokeiw, &vOo£os, €vvouos, é£arooréANo, é£ap- 
tifa, eEovbeveiv, éfovoid(ew, émavaratec bat, 
ézéxo, eTipeheicba, epicravat, Coypeiv, jov- 
xalew, govxía, xe, *ididrns, kakoUpyos, 
karayyéAAew, kara&iobv, karevÜUvew, *katn- 
Xeciv, xwwduved@, kparaioüoÜat, kvpievew, péOn, 
p.eO.arávew, peOvoxecOa, pepis, peradidovat, 
*yopodiwWacKados, voodicverOa, *Eevia, oikovo- 
pia, opoOvpadoy, drracia, oovotTns, mayis, Tav- 
orla, mavoupyia, *rapayyeAla, *mrapaxeud(o, 
mapogweoba, mappnoiaterOa, *mepiepyos, 
wAnpopopety, mopÜeiv, *mpoeureiv, mpoidetv, 
mpokatayyéAXew, mpoxorrety, *mpoopicery, mTpo- 
METIS, WUKVOS, GToVvdaiws, orowxeiv, avykaOL- 
Ceu, avykAetew, avyxatpew, cvumapayiver Oat, 
evpzapaXapBávew, ovvavtiAapBaver Oa, rúv- 

ec pos, *avvéxünpos, ouvedévar, cvvevOokeiy, 
cwvoxr, UBpis, vmikoos, *Urermid(ew, vaTepnua, 
QuXavÓpemía, pirtdpyvpos, popos, xapí(ea Gar, 
xapvroiv, *xeiporoveiww!. 

In addition to these words (103 in number) 

1 The thirteen words marked by an asterisk 


do not occur in the Septuagint Version, or in the 
Apocrypha. 


we have remarkable coincidences of expres- 
sion, such as the following : 


I. (éov TQ mvedpart, in Rom. xii. rr, and 
Acts xviii, 25. i 

2. TÀnpo)r Tiv Oiakoviav, in Col. iv. 17 
(cp. 2 Tim. iv. 5), and Acts xii. 25. 

3. aidvidios emori, Luke xxi. 34, alvi- 
cios ehiorara, x Thess. v. 3. 

4. oBovpevos pnres..., in St Paul three 
times; elsewhere only in Acts xxvii. 29. 

5. The expression doBaivew mw ets Ti 
used in Phil. i. 19 (cp. Job xiii. 16, LXX.) 
occurs elsewhere in the New "Testament only 
in Luke xxi. 13. 

6. mopÜéo is used in Gal. i. 13, 23, of 
Saul's devastating the Church; and so it is in 
Acts ix. 21. 

7. Compare also Phil. iv. 3, 4 with Luke 
X. 20; 1! Cor: xvi. 9, 2 Cori. x25 Gol tiv. 
3, with Acts xiv. 27; 2 Cor. vii. 13 with 
Luke xxiv4nicce! 


We are not called upon to explain these 
resemblances in detail. In general, they are 
sufficiently accounted for by the long and 


1 If we descend to minuter points, we may 
notice that uevoüvye and mávrws occur only in 
St Paul and St Luke; and that Winer remarks 
(p. 446, ed. Moulton), “ Zz£e and Pau/—but 
still more the Epistle to the Hebrews—are pecu- 
liarly fond of the participial construction.” At 
p. 35 Winer classes together, on the ground of 
Hellenistic education, ** Paul, Luke (especially 
in the second part of the Acts), John, and the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews,” 
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intimate companionship of the Apostle and 
the “ beloved physician." 


1 St Chrysostom (‘in Matth.' H. IV.) assumed 
that St Luke ‘‘imitated his master.” Doubt- 
less, two such minds would in some degree 
influence each other; but St Paul's was the 
more original and energetic intellect, St Luke's 
the more receptive. 

With regard to 1 Cor. xi. 23 f, Alford re- 
marks: ‘‘The similarity between this account of 
the Institution and that in St Luke's Gospel is 
only what might be expected on the supposition 
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'The important point is, that the fact of 
there being a certain resemblance between the 
language of the Epistle to the Hebrews and 
the writings of St Luke is no way opposed to 
a belief in the Pauline authorship of that 
Epistle. Rather, the evidence of this author- 
ship would be less clear, if such resemblance 
were wanting. 


of a special revelation made to Paul, of which 
that Evangelist, being Paul's companion, 1n cer- 
tain parts of his history availed himself.” 


IV. ON SOME DIVERGENCIES, ALLEGED BY Dr RIEHM TO EXIST BETWEEN 
THIS. EPISTLE AND THOSE OF ST PAUL. 


i. ‘St Paul regards Judaism almost ex- 
clusively as a Law which man has to fulfil; 
while this Epistle views it as a system.provided 
by God for maintaining communion between 
Himself and the Covenant people." * Lehrb. 
d. Hebr., S. 225. 


Ans. It is evident that the term. Judaism, . 


as here used, is ambiguous; the Jews of the 
Dispersion putting forward widely different 
views from those-which were most prominent 
at Jerusalem. ‘Fhe Jews at Rome, for in- 
stance, were not likely to obtrude on their, 
neighbours the claims of the Levitical priest- 
hood and sacrifices; as thoseat Jerusalem did: 
Their contention was that through the moral 
and religious training of the-Law they had.at- 
tained to a state of “righteousness” before 
God. 

'The Apostle was aware of this difference, 
and framed his Letters to the Romans: and to 
the Hebrews accordingly. 


2. “St Paul treats the [Moral] Law as 
‘holy, and just, and good;' but failing through 
man's sinfulness. ‘This Epistle represents the 
[Levitical] Law itself as defective; because 
unable to remove the sins which hindered men 
from communion with God." S. 226. 

Ans. The ambiguity here is patent. There 
is no opposition whatever between the two 
views. Neither the Moral, nor the Levitical, 
Law could ‘give life" (Gal. iii. 21). Both 
of them tended to deepen men’s sense of sin 
(Rom. iii. 20, vii. 7; Hebr. x. 3). 


3. “St Paul speaks of the Law as placing 
men under ‘bondage’ (Gal. v. x); from which 
Christ delivers them into a state of ‘freedom.’ 
But this idea of ‘freedom’ is nowhere found 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews.” S. 231. 

Ans. It is represented in this Epistle by the 
term zappraía; which in Levit. xxvi. 13 stands 
in antithesis to “‘bondmen” and ‘bands of 
your yoke," and in 2 Cor. iii. 12 corresponds 
to the édevdepia of v. 17. In ch. iii. 6 this 
mappraía is antithetic to the dovdefa of ch. ii. 
is. Inch. x. xg it proceeds from the dears, 
which was procured by the death of Christ. 


4. ‘Paul urges that the Promise was 


given before the Law and could not be invali- 


dated by it (Gal. iii. 17). This Epistle, on 
the contrary, says, that the Promise was given 
after the Law (Heb. vii. 28),” S. 232. 

Ans. ‘This rests entirely on a misconcep- 
tion. Our Epistle (ch. vi. 13—18) dwells, no 
less strongly than Gal. ili, 14—17, on the 
«immutability " of the promise made to Abra- 
ham. ‘The “word of the oath,” in ch. vii. 28, 
refers to the publication of the great oracle, 
Ps. cx; which took place after the Legal 
Dispensation had been ages in existence. Con- 
sequently, ch. vii. 28, instead of reversing 
the argument of Gal. iii..17, supplements and 
confirms .it!. 


g. “St Paul lays great stress on the Resur- 
rection of Christ, while he makes express men- 
tion of the Ascension only in Eph. iv. xo and 
r Tim. iii. 16. In our Epistle the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ is mentioned only in ch. xiii. 20, 
while the Ascension is several times spoken of 
(vi. 20; ix. 11, 24).^ S. 397- 

Ans. The prominence given in this Epistle 
to our Lord's high-priestly work naturally 
led the writer to speak of His session in glory ; 
the thought of which, moreover, was the best 
antidote to that ‘offence of the Cross,” which 
continually beset the Jew. 

The language of 1 Cor. xv. 25—27, Eph. 
i. 20—22, is derived from the very same pas- 
sages, Ps. viii. 6, cx. 1, that are so much 
dwelt upon in this Epistle. 


6. “Christs offering of Himself is not 

represented by St Paul specifically as a sin- 
offering; not even in Eph. v. 2, since the phrase 
els dopny eùoðlas is never used of a sin-offer- 
ing.” $.635;. 
‘Ans. If the allegation had been true, the 
more specific reference would have been only 
what was natural in writing to the Hebrews. 
But it is not true. The term cis dopjy evo- 
Slas is used of the sin-offering in Lev. iv. 31. 


1 This it does in any case; but more espe- 
cially, if what is suggested in the note on vi. 17 
(Obs. 2) be correct. 
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, 7. “St Paul frequently sets forth Christ's 
death as a vicarious endurance of the penalty 
of sin;—a view which is only alluded to in 
our Epistle." S. 638. 

Ans. The Hebrews knew well that the 
root-idea of sacrificial atonement (of which 
this Epistle is full) was a vicarious death. 
There was no need to enunciate that truth in 
writing to them. 

In ch. ix. 28 we read, ‘Christ was once 
offered, to bear the sins of many;” the latter 
clause being a quotation from Isai. liii. ra. 
Did any Jew require to be expressly told that 
that chapter gave a picture of vicarious suffer- 
ing? 


8. ‘The idea of karaAXayy is.absent from 


our Epistle; which does not view the death of; 


Christ as a vicarious enduring of the wrath of 
God." S. 638. 

Ans. St Paul's statements are that “we 
shall be saved from wrath through Christ" 
(Rom. v. 9); and that “ Jesus delivereth us 
from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. i. ro). 
'This is identical with. the teaching of our 
Epistle; which is, that the sacrifice of Christ 
is the only means by which any can escape 
the ‘“‘fiery jealousy, which shall consume the 
adversaries” (ch. x. 27). Indeed, the thought 
of deliverance from wrath is implied in the 
very word iddoxeoOat (ch. ii. 17); see Num. 
Xvi. 46 (—xvii. 11), “make atonement (¢£i\a- 
oa) for them, for there is wrath gone out 
from the Lord.” 


9. ‘According to our Epistle Christ's 
oblation was completed only when He entered 
heaven ;—a representation wholly alien; to St 
Paul" S. 639. 

Ans. And also alien to our Epistle; which 
teaches that ‘‘we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all” (ch. x. 10). If this Epistle represents the 
saving efficacy of that one oblation.as being 
now dispensed by the ascended Saviour, so. 


does St Paul (Rom. v..ro, viii. 34 ; Col. ii.. 


3, 4)- 


to. ‘The idea of reXevodv [as used. in He- 
brews] is sought in vain in the Pauline E- 
pistles.” S. 641, 

Ans. Naturally;. for it is correlated to the 
idea of the: high-priestly work of Christ 
(rerelwors being used by the LXX., where 
A.V. has “consecration,” in. Exod. xxix. 22, 
ZON 27.93%, 34; Lev. Vil. 37, Vill. 22, 285 29, 
31, 33). 

With the Hebrew Christians the great ques- 
tion of all did not present itself in this form, 
* May we hope through Christ to be accepted 
as righteous at the bar of Divine Justice?" 
but rather in this; ** Are we enabled by Christ 
to approach the throne of Divine Holiness as 
duly consecrated worshippers?” (Cp. ch. xii. 


28, 29.) 
11. * St Paul [in writing to Gentilechurches] 
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associates the idea of ‘vocation’ with the ideas 
contained in mpddeots, mpoywookew, mpoopi- 
(ew, éxréyerOa, aipeioba, é£aipeiaQan &c.; 
which are absent from this Epistle." S. 823. 
Ans. ‘The explanation is easy. The call- 
ing of the Gentiles was a surprising ** mystery ” 
(Eph. iii. 3—6), which had been hid in God's 
"eternal purpose" (mpó8eows, ib. v. zr): 
while the Hebrews were familiar with the 
thought that God had ‘‘chosen” their fathers 
(efedeEaro, Deut. iv. 37, vii. 7, xiv. 2, &c.). 


12. “We have not in this Epistle the Pau- 
line contrast between ‘faith’ and ‘the Law,’ 
or, ‘the works of the Law;’ nor yet the Pau- 
line connexion between faith and righteousness 
Çj èk mioreas Sixatocivn).” Ss. 832—840. 

Ans. (1) Since the very same may be said 
of 1 and 2 Cor., Eph., Coloss., x and 2 Thess., 
rand 2 Tim., there is obviously a fallacy lurk- 
ing under the term “Pauline,” as here employ- 
ed, ‘The fact, that St Paul used the above 
terms when he needed them, no way obliged 
him to use them. when his subject did not re- 
quire tbem. 

(2) The fault of the Hebrew Christians 
does not appear to have been in the way of 
seeking to justify themselves by their own 
moral efforts. On the contrary, they were 
rather in danger of falling into lassitude and 
veOpórngs (cp. ch. vi. x2, X. 35, 36, xii. 1, 2); 
and this, because they had allowed their “zeal 
for the Law,” as a ceremonial system (Acts 
xxi. 20), to obscure their view of the grandeur 
and absolute completeness of Christ's media- 
torial work. 

(3) Different, however, as.the specific form 
of their spiritual malady was, the means of 
recovery 1s sought in an application of the 
same principle, which was appealed to in the 
Epistles to the Romans and, Galatians. The 
propheti¢ text, from which the oft-repeated ¿k 
mliarews Of those Epistles was derived, is 
quoted in this Epistle also! (see-above, p. 13); 
and faith is set forth prominently as that by 
which all **the righteous men" from the be- 
ginning, whose *'spirits are now made perfect” 
(xii. 23), were enabled to, “please God” (xi. 6). 


13. "According to St Paul, believers are 
placed in an inward, mystical, vital, connexion 
with, Christ; of which few traces occur in 
this Epistle. Indeed the expressions êv Xpic- 
Té, êv Kupio, which are so frequent in St 
Paul, nowhere occur in it." S. 841 f. 

Ans. "Thethought of this mystical connexion 
of believers with Christ pervades our Epistle; 


1 Dr Riehm, indeed, says that while the words 
èk mlarews are connected with the predicate in 
our Epistle, they form part of the subject in 
Rom. i. 17, Gal. iii. 11. But this is incorrect. 
The words ék mlorews (yoeras in Gal. iii. rr are 
not less closely bound together than are the 
words év mlores £@ in ii. 20. 
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for it is part of its fundamental idea—the 
high-priestly relation of Christ to His people. 

On the day of Atonement the Levitical 
high-priest confessed the sins of the people. 
When he put on his usual ministerial robes, 
the names of the twelve tribes, engraven on 
his breast-plate and on the shoulder-pieces of 
the ephod, signified that zm Ais person all 
Israel was viewed as standing before the Lord ; 
privileged to draw near to Him as His accept- 
ed and sanctified people. 
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"What was set forth figuratively in the case 
of the typical high-priest became a reality in 
Christ. Accordingly, in our Epistle believers 
are spoken of as ‘‘partakers of Christ" (ii. 
14). He is to them the author and cause 
(airvos) of salvation. By His one offering of 
Himself they are perfected for ever (x. 14). 
«In virtue of His blood" they ‘have boldness 
to enter into the holiest” (x. z9).—All this 
involves (for it wholly depends upon) their 


. 


«inward, mystical, vital, union with Him.” 
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CHAPTER I. 


1 Christ in these last times coming to us from 
the Father, 4 is preferred above the angels, 
both in person and office. 


. TITLE. In the oldest MSS. the Title is 
simply ‘To THE HEBREWS.” See Introd. 
chzr 


CHAP, I. In the introductory verses (1—3) 
a foundation is laid for all the arguments and 
exhortations which are to follow. God has 
now spoken to us by His Son, who 

(1) Is higher than the angels (i. 4—13), 
and has exalted our human nature above the 
angelic (ii. 5—18): 

(2) Is more glorious than Moses or 
Joshua (ii. r—iv. 13): 

(3) Is the one eternal High-priest, in 
whom the great oracle of Ps. cx. 4 is ful- 
filled (ch. vii), and the blessings figuratively 
suggested by the Levitical priesthood are 
realized (viii. 1—x. 25). 

Therefore how attentively ought we to 
listen to His voice (ii. 1—4, iii. 7—15, lv. 
I, 2, II, Xll. s—29); waiting in patient faith 
for the fulfilment of His promises (vi. 12—20, 
X. 36— xii. 3, xiii. 7, 8); assured of His com- 
passion (ii. 17, 18, iv. 14—16, v. 7—9, vi. 20, 
vil. 25, X. 22, Xil. 2, 24), and diligently im- 
proving the grace which He bestows (vi. 1—12, 
X. 23—35, Xii. 3—17, 28, 29, xiii. 1—17)! 

1. at sundry times] ‘This is only an ap- 
proximation to the meaning of the expressive, 
but quite inimitable, adverb used in the ori- 
ginal (lit. “‘many-portion-wise”). ‘The reve- 
lations of God’s mind and will which were 
made through the prophets, from Moses to 
Malachi, were limited and partial; presenting 
the ** manifold wisdom of God” (Eph. iii, 10) 
in fragments. In Christ these imperfect, and 
sometimes not easily reconcileable, portions 
were gathered up into unity. The blessings 
of the Abrahamic Covenant and the curses of 
the Law; the Aaronic High-priest and the 
Priest after the order of Melchizedek; the 
Righteous Servant of God in His suffering 
and in His exaltation; these all became in- 
telligible for the first time when they found 


OD, who at sundry times and 

in divers manners spake in time 

past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
2 Hath in these last days spoken 


their interpretation in the person and work of 
Christ, 

in divers manners] In various forms, or by 
various methods, the Moral Law spoke to the 
conscience directly, the Ceremonial Law in- 
directly, saying, ‘‘ Be ye holy;” * Hear my 
voice, and I will be your God” (Jer. vii. 22, 23). 
‘The numerous ‘ visions" and ‘‘dark speeches” 
(Num. xii. 6, 8) of prophecy, and the more 
explicit teaching of the Psalms, were evidences 
of the unwearied versatility with which Divine 
mercy devised expedients for keeping Israel in 
the paths of obedience. 

in time past| Rather, of old. Four cen- 
turies and a half had: now elapsed since the 
latest of the prophetic books was written. 

the fathers| Absolutely ; a respectful way 
of speaking: as in John vii. 22, Acts xiii. 32, 
xxvi, 6, Rom. ix. 5, xi. 28, xv. 8, 2 Pet. iii. 4. 
The writer wishes it to be understood from the 
outset how entirely he is in accord with the 
ancient Church. 

by the prophets] Lit. ‘in the prophets” 
(and so in v. 2, “in His Son”); in and 
through their personality. 

In 2 S. xxiii. 2 the LXX. has, **the Spirit 
of the Lord spake in me.” Cp. 2 Cor. xiii. 3, 
“a proof of Christ speaking in me.” 


2. in these last days] In these our days, 
which are what prophecy styled “the last 
days" (Gen. xlix. 1; Deut. xxxi. 29; Isai. ii. 
2; Dan. ii. 28). Another reading, ‘at the end 
of these days," would seem to mean ‘at the 
end of this present dispensation;" the Legal 
period not being formally brought to an end 
so long as the Levitical priesthood and the 
Temple continued to exist. À 

by his Son] Here, as in ch. v. 8, vii. 28, the 
noun is used without the article, as being 
virtually a proper name; ‘by Him who is 
Son” (cp. the Hebrew of Ps. ii. 12); who by 
His identity of nature with the Father is 
qualified to be a perfect expounder of the 


HEBREWSC^Rn 


unto us by bis Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds ; 

a Who being the brightness of 
bis glory, and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat 


[v. 3—5- 


down on the right hand of the Ma- 
jesty on high ; 

4 Being made so much better than 
the angels, as he hath by inherit- 
ance obtained a more excellent name 
than they. 

5 For unto which of the angels 
said he at any time, Thou art my 





Father's will. 
xiv. to. 

hath appointed] Rather, “appointed ;" in 
His pre-mundane counsel. All things were 
created “for” Christ—that He should be 
their proprietor—as well as “y Him” (Col. 
i. 16). ‘The first clause thus stands in co- 
ordination with the three which follow; all of 
them referring to Christ’s eternal Sonship. 

heir} Sole proprietor and lord. 

by whom] Or, * through whom;" by whose 
agency. Cp. John i. 2, 3 ; 1 Cor. viii. 6; Col. 
i. 16. 

also] ‘This marks an advance; from the 
purpose to its realization. He who, in His 
eternal purpose, had constituted the Son **heir 
of all things," put forth His creative power 
in forming the universe through the agency of 
His Son. 

the worlds) The word properly denotes 
«t ages,” or long periods of time. Here, and in 
xi. 3 (cp. Wisdom xiii. 9), it is more fitly 
rendered ‘‘ worlds ;” without, however, elimi- 
nating the idea of time. Whatever of creative 
power the various portions of the universe 
needed to be put forth during the long ages of 
their duration resided in the Son. 


3. being] In His essential nature; irre- 
spectively of time. Similarly, in Phil. ii. 6, 
when the Apostle is preparing to speak of the 
humiliation of Christ, he begins; ** who, being 
in the form of God." Compare also Col. i. 
14—17 (where the order of the contrasted 
terms is different). 

the brightness] Or, ** effülgence ;” issuing 
from “the Father's glory," as “ Light from 
Light.” (See Additional Note.) ‘The glory 
must here be the uncreated glory, in which 
the Godhead has its eternal self-manifestation. 

the express image] Or, **the exact impress." 
Cp. 2 Cor. iv. 4; Col. i. 15. 

his person] Rather, His substance (or 
*subsistence") ;—His essential nature; in 


Cp. Matt. xi. 27; John i. 18, 


» 


. contrast with the “glory” of the preceding 


clause. 


upbolding all tbings]  Sustaining all the: 


parts of the universe, or even “bearing them 
along” in their several courses. (See note be- 
low.) Cp. Col. 1. 17. 

the word] ‘The “uttered word." ‘The per- 
sonal WorD upholds the universe by the power 
of His spoken word, which is the continuous 
utterance of His will. 


by himself] For the Word, made flesh, 
offered up Himself; being priest and victim 
in one (ix. 12, 14, 26). The words “by 
Himself” have good MS. and patristic au- 
thority, and are in both the Syriac versions 
as well as the Itala; but are omitted by most 
recent editors. (Delitzsch, however, retains 
them.) Anyhow, the sequence of the clauses 
implies that the work of ‘‘taking away the 
sin of the world? was one to which no crea- 
ture was equal He eifected it, by whom 
the universe was at first formed and has all 
along been upheld. 

purged our sins] or (better reading), ** made 
purification of sins;” so as to do away with the 
pollution which the sins of men had brought 
into the world. The same noun is used in 
Exod. xxix. 36, ‘a sin-offering for atonement.” 
The corresponding verb is used in Lev. xvi. 
19, 30. 

sat down] As one who was invested with: 
sovereign power, Ps. cx. I. See v. 13, viii. 1, 
Xe 12: 

on high] The words are the same as in Ps. 
xcii. 4 LXX. (cp. Ps. lxviii. 18). 


4. Being made] Or, * Having become;"— 
through the exaltation which followed on the 
completion of His atoning work. 

better than] Or,''superior to.” Compare 
Eph. i. 20, 21. **He does not say, ‘greater,’ or 
‘more honoured ;’ in order that none might 
think he was speaking of Him and them as 
beings of the same kind” (Athanasius). 

hath by inheritance obtained] Rather, hath 
for his inheritance; in sole and per- 
petual possession, ‘The word is frequently 
used of Israel’s holding the land of Canaan 
under the indefeasible title of God’s gift. 

a more excellent name] This Name includes 
not only the **Son" and “ First-born” of 
vv. 5, 6, but also the ** God" and ** Lord ? of 
vv. 8, 10. Comp. Phil. ii. 9. 

The comparison instituted between Christ 
and the angels (i. 4—ii. 18) enables the writer 
to meet the two most rooted of Jewish pre- 
judices; which led them to rebel (1) against 
the idea of the Incarnation, and (2) against 
that of a suffering Messiah. The former of 
these points is dealt with in vv. 5—13, the 
latter in ii. 5—16. 

5. The angels, as a class, are designated 


“sons of God" in Job xxxviii. 7 (and so the 
Israelites, Deut. xxxii. 19, Ps. lxxxii. 6). 


v. 6—9.] 


Son, this day have I begotten thee ? 
And again, I will be to him a Father, 
and he shall be to me a Son ? 

6 And again, when he bringeth in 
the first-begotten into the world, he 
saith, And let all the angels of God 
worship him. 

7 And of the angels he saith, 
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Who maketh his angels spirits, and 
his ministers a flame of fire. 
8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, zs for ever and ever: 
a sceptre of ‘righteousness zs the 6r 
sceptre of thy kingdom. 
9 Thou hast loved righteousness, 775 
and hated iniquity ; therefore God, 








But in Ps. ii. 7 the title is assigned to one 
person as His special prerogative. ‘That the 
person so addressed was Messiah (not David), 
was admitted by the Jews. Indeed, both the 
name ** Messiah” and the title ‘t Son of God” 
were originally derived from this Psalm. 
That the ** Son? spoken of in Ps. ii. 12 was 
Divine, is plain from the last words, ‘‘ Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in Him." It 
is evident from Matt. xxvi. 63—66, John v. 
18 (cp. ix. 35—38, x. 33), that the Jews 
understood the ** Son of God” to be Himself 
God. 

No angel ever had this unique appellation, 
** the Son o£ God.” 

this day| According to Acts xiii. 33, the 
day of Christ's Resurrection is referred to in 
this passage; as being the day on which Jesus 
was definitively “declared” to be the ‘‘Son of 
God” (Rom. i. 4), and constituted “the first- 
begotten from the dead" (Col. i. 18; Rev. 
115). 

27 again] ‘The promises in 2 S. vii. 
I2—16, ri Chro. xvii r1—x4, are in their 
nature absolute (cp. Ps. lxxxix. 30—33; 
cxxxii. 12), and far transcend anything that 
was, or could be, realized by Solomon; as when 
it is said, ** I will settle him in my house and in 
my kingdom for ever” (1 Chro. xvii. 14). ‘The 
overthrow of Solomon’s temple and royalty 
showed that he was no more than a historical 
foreshadowing of the rightful Heir (Ezek. 
xxi, 26, 27), who should be both ‘Son of 
David” and ‘Son of God” (Rom. i. 3, 4). 
Compare 2 S. vii. 25—29 with Isai. ix. 6, 7. 


6. And again, when he] Rather, But 
when, again, He; the “but” having a dis- 
tinctly adversative power. Not only is it true 
that no angel can be thought of as holding the 
sovereignty which was promised to the ‘Son,” 
but, on the contrary, they are bidden to wor- 
ship Him. ‘The word “again” thus becomes 
practically equivalent to ** on the other hand.” 

bringetb...into] ‘The reference is to the 
future introduction of the Divine King (His 
« firstborn,” Ps, Ixxxix. 27) into actual posses- 
sion of His earthly kingdom. It is the word 
used, in Exod. xiii. 5, 1x and Deut. vi. 10, xi. 29, 
of God’s bringing Israel into possession of the 
Promised Land (as their inheritance, Deut. 1x. 
4—6). This of itself decides against translating 
(with Chrys., Ambrose, and many moderns) 


* But when He again bringetb." (See note 
below. 

the world] the habitable earth. The word 
is the same as in ii. 5, but ot as in x. 5, John 
i.9. The word is also used by St Paul in Acts 
xvii, 31, and in a way that throws much light 
upon the present verse, For, when he says, 
“ God will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom He hath ordained; whereof 
He hath given assurance to all men in that He 
raised Him from the dead,” he clearly (1) quotes 
Ps. xcvi. 13, XCviii. 9 of Christ's second Ad- 
vent, and also (2) places this fact in the closest 
connexion with Christ’s resurrection (which in 
the text is pointed to by the term “ firstborn,” 
see on v. 5). We may infer, therefore, that 
the quotation, which follows, is substantially a 
reference to Ps, xcvii. 7; though in form it 
agrees with the words inserted by the LX X. 
in Deut. xxxii. 43 (see Additional Note). 


7. df the] Rather, in regard to the 
(and se in v. 8, “in regard to the Son”). 

spirits] So in v.14. But the parallelism 
(‘a flame of fire") requires here the ren- 
dering, * winds;” which also harmonises best 
with the Psalm itself. The angels, in per- 
forming God’s commands, wield mighty na- 
tural agencies, the storm-wind or the ‘‘ flame 
of fire? (the words used in Acts vii. 30, of 
the angel at Sinai). They are as the scorch- 
ing “ fire that goeth before Him” (Ps. xcvii. 
3), when He comes forth to judge the world. 
(See Additional Note.) 


8. the Son] ‘The characteristics of the 
« King” addressed in Ps, xlv show that He 
can be none other than the “Son” of Ps. ii 
and 2 S. vii; for He (1) is anointed by God 
(cp. Ps. ii. 2); (2) is exalted above “His 
fellows” (cp. Ps. ii. to—z2); (3) has an 
eternal throne (cp. 2 S. vii. 13); (4) is Him- 
self Divine (cp. Ps. ii. 12). Such a throne 
had been all along set before the mind of the 
Israelite; see Exod. xv. 18; x S. viii 7; 
Ps. Ixxxix. 36, 37; Isai. vi. 1—5; Lam. v. 
16—19; Ezek. i. 26—28. 

Thy throne, O God] See note on Ps. xlv. 6. 

of rigbteousness] Befitting Him whose style 
was to be ** King of righteousness” (vii. 2). 


9. therefore) Cp. Phil. ii, 9, ** Wherefore 
also God hath highly exalted Him" (lit. 
^ super-exalted;" the word used in Ps, xcvii. 9). 


, 
vightness, 


or, 
straight- 
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ò Psal. 102. 


25. 
Isai. 34. 
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even thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows. ; 
10 And, Thou, Lord, in the be- 
4 ginning hast laid the foundation of 
the earth ; and the heavens are the 
works of thine hands : 

11 They shall perish; but thou 
remainest ; and they all shall wax old 
as doth a garment ; 

12 And as a vesture shalt thou 


[v. 10—14. 


fold them up, and they shall be 
changed : but thou art the same, and 
thy years shall not fail. 

13 But to which of the angels 
said he at any time, ^Sit on my right ;: 


hand, until I make thine enemies thy Matt 27 


footstool ? 

14 Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion? 





thy God] On the day of His resurrection, 
Jesus said, *I ascend unto my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God” 
(John xx. 17). And St Peter, when about to 
speak of the power of Christ’s resurrection, 
begins (1 Ep. i. 3) “ Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

the oil of gladness| By which the Priestly 
King was consecrated, and which He in turn 
was to pour out upon His people (Isai. lxi. 
1—3). Comp. note on Ps. xlv. 7: 

thy fellows | Whom He condescended to 
associate with Himself by ‘ partaking” of 
their nature (compare ii. 14). Among them 
He stood pre-eminent, “fairer than the chil- 
dren of men” (Ps. xlv. 2), “ filled” with the 
joy of God’s countenance (Acts ii. 28), as 
befitted the one everlasting High-priest. (Com- 
pare note on x. 21.) 


10. Ps.ciiis the prayer of one who, amidst 
the overthrow of the Davidic kingdom, longed 
for the great event to which Pss. xcvi—xcviii 
refer ;—the coming in of Messiah's kingdom, 
when He should **appear in His glory” (v. 
16), and kings and nations should serve Him 
(vv. 15,22). Before, however, that kingdom, 
in which righteousness should have an abiding 
home (cp. 2 Pet. iii. 13), could be inaugurated, 
the heavens and earth, which had been framed 
to be the scene of man's probation, should 
* wax old” and be “changed” (vv, xr, 12). 
His kingdom, on the contrary, should be im- 
moveable (cp. ch. xii. 26—28, Isai. li. 5—8, 
Dan. vii. r4). Though heaven and earth 
passed away, His word of promise should 
stand; “the children of His servants should 
continue, and their seed should be established 
before Him” (v. 28). To “appear” thus 
«jn glory," to “create” a people for His 
praise (v. 18), and to receive the homage of 
the nations, belonged, according to the whole 
analogy of the Old ‘Testament scriptures, to 
Messiah. Comp. Matt. xxiv. 35. 

Thou, Lord] So the LXX.; inserting the 
word “ Lord," in accordance with vv. x, 12 
of the Psalm. ‘The whole Psalm (as the title 
says), was “ poured out before tbe Lord ;” and 
the name “Lord” occurs in wv. r5, 16, 
18, 19, 21, 22. He, who would manifest 


Himself in glory upon earth, ——of whom, when 
thus manifested, it might be said, “Thy years 
are throughout all generations” (v. 24), ** Thy 
years shall have no end” (v. 27),—was the 
very same that had “laid the foundation of 
the earth,” and had ** made the heavens.” Cp. 
v. 2 above. 


11. hey shall perish] ‘The material world 
is only as the scaffolding used during the 
building up of God’s eternal temple. When 
this shall be complete, the scaffolding, being 
no longer needed, shall pass away. 


12. fold them up] So the LXX. (bor- 
rowing, probably, from Isai. xxxiv. 4). The 
Hebrew has, “change them ;” pointing to a 
work similar to that by which, when ‘this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption,” we shall 
“ be changed” (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). 


13. to which] Rather (as in vv. 7, 8, in 
contrast with v. 5), in regard to which. 

Sit on] Ps. cx.1; quoted again in x. 12, 13 
(cp. i. 3, viii, x, xii. 2). No created being 
could thus share the throne of the Eternal. 
By this verse our Lord finally silenced His 
Jewish adversaries (Matt. xxii. 41—46). It 
is quoted by St Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 25; and by 
St Peter, Acts ii. 34. A later verse in this 
Psalm is the basis on which the main argu- 
ment of our Epistle rests. (See ch. v. 6, Io, 
vi. 20, Vil. I—24.) 

until I make] Rather, “until I have made." 


14. ministering} 
« His ministers.” 

sent forth] Continually—ever afresh—sent 
forth (pres. part.) on His errands (cp. Gen. 
xxiv. 7; Exod. xxiii. 20). 

to minister for) Rather, unto service, 
on account of. ‘Their office is to act as 
God’s ministers. In the discharge of this their 
office they are ever performing deeds of lowly, 
diligent, service on behalf of men who, to the 
end of their days on earth, are only “‘ waiting 
for” God's * salvation" (cp. Gen. xxviii. 12, 
xlix. 18). The words rendered, ‘‘ unto ser- 
vice," are used in Acts xi. 29 and 1 Cor. xvi. 
15, of ministering to the temporal needs of 
«the saints" at Jerusalem (cp. 2 Cor, viii, 4, 


Not, ruling; cp. v. 7, 


€ Psal. 11 





v. 1.] 


ix. I, 12). So then,—the Angels are God's 
almoners to His poor human children. 

who shall be beirs] **who are hereafter to 
inherit,” or, to obtain Jaszing possession of (see 
on v. 4). 

salvation] 'The all-including term, under 
which prophecy had spoken of the blessings 
of Messiah's kingdom (see Ps. xcvi. 2, xcviii. 
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2, 3; Cp. I Pet. i. ro, x1). . This ‘salvation ” 
would endure after the heavens had “vanished 
away " (Isai. li. 6, 8). : 

The emphatic word “salvation” (with 
which ch, ix also terminates) furnishes the 
key-note to the following chapter (v. 3, “so 
great salvation ;” v. 10, * captain of their sal- 
vation”). 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. 1. 3, 6, 7. 


. 3. The word dravyacpa, which is here 
used, occurs in Wisd. vii. 26; where wisdom 
is spoken of as '*the brightness (or, radiance) 
of the eternal light.” 
3. Schóttgen quotes the Rabbinic treatise, 
Sohar-Chadash, as saying “The blessed Creator 


by His strength sustains (or carries, 53D) the 
worlds ” (mbya, =roùs aióvas). 


6. The language used of our Lord’s first 
Advent is, that He came into the world (rov 
koc pov, Ch. x. 5); not that He was introduced into 
possession of the earth (rijv oikovpévqv). This 
latter is to take place at His second Advent, 
which is the subject of Ps. xcvii. 1, 5, 6; 
Cp. xcviii. 2, 4. The word oikovuéwy is the 
one used in Ps. xcvi. 10, xcvii. 4, XCVII. 7, 
9. Cp. Introd. 111. Sect. 2, § vi. 

'The word vrepuWace is used in Phil. ii. 9 
to describe the exaltation of Jesus; and in 
Ps. xcvii. 9 we have vmepuWaOns úrèp mávras 
Tovs Ücovs. 

6. The words quoted in the text are 
identical with the second clause of Deut. 


CHAPTER Ott: 


1 We ought to be obedient to Christ Fesus, 
5 and that because he vouchsafed to take our 
nature upon him, 14 as it was necessary. 





CHAP. II. Salvation achieved by the Son 
of God, who is incomparably superior to the 
angels, —that has been set forth in ch. i. The 
point next to be expounded (see on i. 4) will 
be, that, in order to accomplish this work, the 
Saviour became truly Soz of man, and for a 
while was ‘made lower than the angels;" 
humbled even to the “suffering of death." 
Before, however, he speaks on this topic (vv. 
5—18), the writer inserts a practical reflexion: 
—How diligently ought we to listen to the 
words of such a Saviour (vv. 1—4)! 


1. Therefore] Since He, by whom God 
has spoken to us (i. 1), is so immeasurably 
exalted. 

the more earnest heed | Or, “more abundant 


New Test.—V or. IV, 


xxxii. 43, as given in the Vatican MS, of the 
Septuagint. (The Alexandrine has viol for 
adyyedou.) The Seventy, by inserting this clause 
(adapted from Ps. xcvii. 7), meant, no doubt, 
to indicate that they took the concluding verse 
of the great prophetic ode to refer to the 
establishment of Messiah’s kingdom, ‘That 
they were right in so doing, we know from 
St Paul’s quoting the verse in Rom. xv. 10, 
as well as from his here adopting their modi- 
fication of Ps. xcvii. 7. 

Observe that, in the Seventy’s paraphrase 
of Deut. xxxii. 43, while the commencing 
words, evppdvOnre ovpavol, are exactly as in 
Isai. xliv. 23 (cp. xlix. 13), they yet corre- 
spond to the eijpav6/jrecav oi ovpavoi of Ps. 
XCV1. II. 

7. Thus the expression ‘‘flaming fire” 
serves to link together the Psalms that are 
quoted in vv. 6, 7 (Ps. xcvii. 3, brbm..: UN; 
Civ. 4, ono UN). Another phrase in verse x 
of Ps. civ, 1n 1n, is found also in Ps. xlv. 
4 (as well as in Ps. xcvi. 6) ;—-supplying a link 
between the quotations in vv. 6—9. 


HEREFORE we ought to 


give the more earnest heed 


to the things which we have heard, , 


33 


lest at any time we should tlet them oe 


leaking 
sli P. vessels, 
heed.” The Hebrews knew how solemnly 


Moses had entreated Israel to obey the law; 
far more weighty was the obligation that was 
now laid on them by the Gospel. 

the things which we have beard] Lit. **the 
things that have been heard;" which God has 
* spoken to us by His Son" (i. 1). Cp. 2 Tim. 
iv. 17, “that all the Gentiles might bear” 
(the Gospel message). So in iv. 2, ‘the 
word of hearing " is parallel to “ glad tidings.” 

lest at any time...| Rather, “lest perad- 
venture we drift away (from them)." 
The verb occurs in Prov. iii. a1: where it 
seems to»mean, to let oneself drift away from 
an object so as to lose sight of it; as a careless 
boatman might float past his destination,— 
perhaps, to fall into rapids, 


c 


run 


HEBREWS. II. [v. 2—7. 


2 For if the word spoken by angels 
was stedfast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just re- 
compence of reward ; 

3 How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation ; which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him; 

4. God also bearing them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, and 


flOr, di 


n ; m 
with divers miracles, and "gifts of ,7777 


the Holy Ghost, according to his 
own will? 

5 For unto the angels hath he not 
put in subjection the world to come, 
whereof we speak. 

6 But one in a certain place tes- 
tified, saying, ^ What is man, that ju 
thou art mindful of him? or the son,,. , 
of man, that thou visitest him ? little 


while i 


7 Thou madest him la little lower 72». 


pusymb eco Peds coo cuore spur pothe pete ep ee ee 


2. by angels] through angels, as agents 
(see on Acts vil. 53; Gal. iii 19). Similarly 
in v. 3; “through the Lord." 

was 3tedfast] Rather, was found stedfast. 
It was proved, in actual experience, to be so, 
by the punishments which overtook the men 
who violated it (as in Num. xiv, xvi, xxv). 

disobedience] ‘Or, ‘refusal to obey ;” a term 
which implies high-handed, contumacious, 
disobedience (cp. Deut. xvii. 12 ; Isai. lxv. 12; 
Matt. xviii. 17). ‘The term ‘transgression ” 
is more general. 


8. escape]—the penalty which must fall on 
those who refuse to hear God's word. Man 
cannot be neutral in the presence of God's 
word. Comp. xii. 25; Rom. ii. 3. 

so great] f the state of mankind was such 
that only the Son of God could save them, 
what hope can there be for any who neglect 
the salvation which He effected? Cp. on i. 14. 

began to be spoken] : He, who was the sole 
* author of salvation” (ch. v. 9), was also its 
first preacher ; announcing it both during His 
earthly ministry (Matt. ix. 35, Luke viii. I, 
John ‘vi. 39—58), and more formally after 
His resurrection (Mark xvi. 16, Luke xxiv. 
46, 47). 

confirmed] ‘On the Day of Pentecost the 
Apostles were enabled to testify of Christ in 
such a way that thousands in Jerusalem be- 
lieved on Him. ' 

unto us] the Hebrews. The writer had 
already associated himself with his readers in 
vv. I, 2; as he does also in vi. 1, x. 25, xii. I. 
Probably some of those to whom he was writ- 
ing had been present when Peter spoke of the 
things which he “had seen and heard” (Acts 
iv. 20). Paul himself, the pupil of Gamaliel, 
was very likely to have been so. 

Obs. St Paul at Antioch of Pisidia, in ad- 
dressing Jews, makes a similar appeal to the 
testimony of those who ** came up with Jesus 
from Galilee to Jerusalem :—«vPo are His 
witnesses,” he says, “unto the people” (Acts 
xiii. 31). Cp. Introd. m1. Sect. 3, $ iii. 


4. bearing them witness] Or, * bearing 
witness with them ;” cp. Mark xvi. 20. 
signs, ..avonders,..miracles] As in Acts ii. 


22 (cp. 2 Cor. xii. 12). The “wonders” 
may, perhaps, refer to such cases as the deaths 
of Ananias and Sapphira, and the infliction of 
blindness on Simon Magus. iod. 

gifs] Lit. (as marg.) « distributions ; ” 
referring to the variety of the spiritual gifts 
that were imparted (1 Cor. xii. 11; Cp. Rom. 
Sie): 

according to his own will] This clause 
points to the wonderful nature of the fact here 
spoken of; that God should thus have taken 
men to be fellow-workers with Himself (cp. 
I Cor. i.7r, &c.). Strange indeed; but He 
had so willed it,—in pursuance of His ‘eternal 
purpose” regarding mankind (Eph. iii. 1o, 11). 


5. For unto...] Rather, * For not unto 
angels did He subject." God had em- 
ployed angels to propound His Law; but 
after the Incarnation the angels stood in a 
different relation to men. Men were now 
associated with the Lord of Glory as the 
angels could not be. Such bas been His will :— 
For not to angels did He, in His revealed 
word, subject that future world, of which we 
are now speaking ;—that new earth, to which 
Ps. xcvii refers (see on i. 6), in which God 
will “make known,” in its full development, 
His great “ salvation” (Ps. xcviil. 2). Comp. 
x Cor. vi. 3. 

to come] “that shall be;” the same word 
as in i. 14 (‘shall be”), vi. 5, ix. II, X. I, 
xiii. 14. 

6. Bur] God has not subjected the world 
to come to angels; Buz, on the contrary, to 
man: as appears from Ps. viii, which speaks 
of all as subordinated to man ;—to man, who 
had become inferior to angels, but should 
eventually surpass them; being ‘ crowned 
with glory and honour.” 

testified] The Psalmist bore witness to the 
great revealed truth, that here on our earth, and 
by means of that human nature which is now 
so humiliated, God would manifest His glory 
in a higher way than it had been exhibited 
in the heavens or among the hosts of heaven. 
Is this future exaltation of man incredible? 
No; for we already see One, who wears our 
nature,—who endured the deepest suffering of 


v. 8, 9.] 


than the angels ; thou crownedst him 
with glory and honour, and didst 
set him over the works of thy 
hands : 

8 Thou hast put all things in sub- 
jection under his feet. For in that 
he put all in subjection under him, 
he left nothing that is not put under 





which that nature is capable, —** crowned with 
glory and honour.” What has been accom- 
plished in Him is a pledge that God's purpose 
regarding our race shall not miscarry. As 
Jesus is already exalted above the angels, so 
in due time shall they be, whose nature He has 
assumed.—' The argument drawn from the 
Psalm holds good whatever meaning be given 
to the fifth verse, **'Thou madest him a little 
lower...;" but is much the more forcible 
when the proper meaning of Awumiliation is 
given to the verb which is rendered **made 
lower." (See Additional Note.) 


7. the works of thy bands] Including, as 
v. 3 of the Psalm expressly says, the heavens 
(cp. Ps. cii. 25, quoted in ch. i. 10) ; so that 
the “all” of the next clause is unlimited. 


8. For] ‘This looks back to vv. 5, 6. 
Not to angels is that future world to be sub- 
jected, but, on the contrary, as Ps. viii testifies, 
to man. For, in that (according to the Psalm) 
God “ subjected a//” to man, * He left no- 
thing unsubjected to him." Thus the holy 
angels will be of lower rank than the beings 
whose nature has been so glorified by the 
Incarnation ; and the evil angels will no longer 
be left at large, unrestrained and *'insubordi- 
nate" (which is the strict meaning of the word 
here rendered **unsubjected;" see x Tim. i. 9, 
** disobedient,”. Tit. i. 6, 10, ** unruly ”). The 
“enemy,” who had so long held the children 
of men in “bondage” (v. 15), will then be 
“quelled” (Ps. viii. 2), ** bruised under the 
feet? of God's elect (Rom. xvi. 20; 1 Cor. 
Xv. 26, 27). 

But now...| Such had been the prospect 
held out by the Psalm. But what do we ac- 
tually see, when we look at man's present con- 
dition? So far as visible facts go, man is yet 
in a state of degradation. "The “enemy and 
self-avenger” (Ps. viii. 2) is not yet quelled. 
With the eye of faith, however (v. 9), “we 
behold Jesus," the Son of man, already pos- 
sessed of the universal dominion which in this 
Psalm is attributed to man. 

9. made...lower] Clearly the word here 
denotes the obscuration of a prior dignity,— 
the transcendent dignity of the **Son of God.” 

Jor the suffering| Rather, because of 
the suffering. his clause is to be read 
with what follows (so Theophylact, Estius, 
Luther, Calvin, and nearly all recent com- 


HEDBREWSI XE 


him. But now we see not yet all 
things put under him. 

9 But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels 


! for the suffering of death, crowned ! 0s, &. 


with glory and honour; that he by 
the grace of God should taste death 


for every man. 


mentators). ‘The first half of the verse may 
be rendered thus: But Him that was fora 
short time made lower than the angels, 
(even) Jesus, (Him) we behold crowned, 
because of the suffering of death, with 
glory and honour. ‘The words of the 
Psalm which spoke of man’s being “made 
lower than the angels," were eminently, and 
in the most pathetic sense, applicable to Jesus; 
but in Him (most joyful paradox!) the 
** diminution" formed the very ground of His 
exaltation. Compare Phil. ii. 9: ** Wherefore 
also (because He had emptied Himself of 
glory, v. 7) God hath highly exalted Him." 
The position of the Name, ‘‘ Jesus” (cp. iii. 
I, Vl. 20, Xil. 2, 24, Xiii. 20) gives it great 
emphasis; “ Jesus,”—the Nazarene (Acts ii. 
22), ** whom Israel crucified” (ib. v. 36). 

the suffering of death |—that kind of suffer- 
ing, which belongs to death, which is involved 
in the act of dying (the noun ‘ suffering” 
being here intransitive, as in the next verse). 
The same contrast of “glory” and “ suffer- 
ing" occurs in Rom, viii. 17, 18, x Pet. i. 11, 
IY Ia VILIS 

that be...] ‘This is to be taken as a com-. 
ment on the whole scene which has just been 
presented to the eye of faith. The Son of 
God had been humbled even to death-suffer- 
ing, and then on that very account had been 
crowned with glory. What was the purpose 
of this great mystery? It was, that so, by 
the grace of God, He might taste death 
on behalf of every man. This was the ex- 
planation of that strange fact. ‘The arrange- 
ment had its origin in the spontaneous action 
of Eternal Love,—‘‘ the grace of God” (Rom. 
v. 153 Tit. ii. xr). ‘To work out that pur- 
pose of Eternal Love,—‘‘ the will of God” (ch. 
X. 7, 9),—was the end for which Jesus be- 
came man. In Him the “grace of God” 
was manifested (John i. 14, 17). Not, there- 
fore, in consequence of some arbitrary decree, 
hurling against an innocent being the punish- 
ment which was due to the guilty, but in 
pursuance of the “ grace? of which He Him- 
self was the exponent, did Jesus “‘ taste death 
for every man." (On a various reading here, 
see Additional Note.) 

taste death| Drinking that mysterious cup 
of bitter agony, which at length issued in 
death. 


for every man] Rather, on behalf of 


c2 
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10 For it became him, for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto 


[vs DOuT Ie 


glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11 For both he that sanctifieth and 





every man; so that His death-suffering had 
beneficial consequences, which were available 
for every individual of the race. Comp. John 
xi. 50, 2 Cor. v. 153 where the same pre- 
position is used (see Additional Note). 


10. In saying that God permitted Christ 
to die on behalf of man, do we attribute to 
Him anything that is unseemly or unfitting ? 
No. If He, who is the Final, as He is the 
Efficient, Cause of “‘ all things,”—for whom and 
by whom they exist,—determined to raise 
many (Rom. v. 19) from among mankind to 
be His sons, partakers of His own glory (comp. 
Ps, viii. 1, 5), it became Him, it. befitted His 
wisdom and goodness, to provide, that He 
who was to be “the Captain (or, Author) 
of their salvation” should be qualified for His 
high office “by means of sufferings.” The 
salvation, which He was to bestow on them, 
was not to be accomplished by an exercise of 
power merely. ‘The ability, which He would 
give them to become ‘‘sons of God” (John i. 
12), was of a spiritual kind; carrying along 
with it filial obedience. Was it not ‘ fitting,” 
then, that He should exhibit in His own per- 
son the type of character to which they were 
to be conformed (Rom. viii. 29)? Only in 
vittue of His absolute perfection of obedience 
could He win salvation for men (cp. ch. v 
8); was it not “fitting” that such obedience 
should be exhibited in His endurance of that 
death which was the penalty of man’s dis- 
obedience? How otherwise could He be in a 
complete sense ‘‘the First-born among many 
brethren” (Rom. viii. 29)? To secure this 
end, then, the infinitely wise and good God 
* withheld not His own Son” from suffering, 
“but gave Him up for us all” (ib. v. 32). 
There was no reason, therefore, why the Jew 
should shrink, as he did, from the thought of 
a “suffering Messiah” (Acts xxvi. 23). 

in bringing] Or, “ seeing that He brought." 
His purpose of bringing many to "glory ^ 
had been already intimated in Ps. viii. 

to make...perfect| ‘To raise Him to that 
glorious completeness, which would fully 
qualify Him for His work (v. 9); and so, to 
consecrate Him, as the same word is rendered 
in vii. 28 (“the Son, who is consecrated,” and 
invested with plenary authority as High- 
priest, «for evermore"). So the word is 
used in Lev. xxi ro, * He that is HIGH- 
PRIEST among bis brethren (see on x. 21), 
upon whose head the holy oil was poured, 
and that was consecrated to put on the gar- 
ments” (which were “for honour and glory,” 
Exod. xxviii. 2, LXX.). Cp. Lev. vili. 33, 
xvi. 32. That we are to attach this idea of 
* consecration” to the word in the present 


passage seems evident from the “ sanctify " of 
v.11. In ch.v. 9, also, there is an immediate 
transition from the mention of His “being 
made perfect,” to His being viewed as High- 
priest. ^ 

captain] The same word occurs in xii. 2 
(“Author”), Acts ii. 15 (** Prince of life”), 
v. 31 (“Prince and Saviour”). He opens the 
way, by which His people march to salvation. 
He advances before them as their High-priest ; 
they follow Him, a priestly host, clad in the 
« beauties of holiness” (Ps. cx. 1—4). 

through sufferings] Through them, because 
in the endurance of them He exhibited that 
perfect obedience, by which God was for ever 
glorified (cp. John x. 17, xvii. 4, 5). Had 
He ascended at once to heaven from the 
Mount of Transfiguration, there would have 
been no such vindication of God’s wisdom in 
creating man or of His holiness in saving 
man. 


11. Wonderful as this Divine arrangement 
was, yet it was fitting. “For both He that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all 
of one,” or “from one;” from one Father (cp. 
John xx. 17). Infinitely as the Son of God— 
in His whole Divine-human personality — is 
exalted above the ‘‘many sons,” yet is this 
title * sons of God” no mere figure of speech. 
They are really “born of God” ( John 1. 13); 
really to share in ‘ His eternal glory” (1 Pet. 
v. I0; Cp. 2 Thess. ii. 14). The Consecra- 
tion Prayer offered by our Lord, before He 
went forth to “taste death for every man,” 
is addressed to the Father (John xvii. r, 
$, II, 21, 24, 253 in v. 11, ** Holy Fathers? 
in v. 25, ** Righteous Father"). In it, speak- 
ing of His disciples, He says, ‘* Thine they 
were, and Thou gavest them Me... And for their 
sakes I sanctify Myself that they also may be 
truly sanctified.” Compare x Pet. i. 3: ** The 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ... 
hath begotten us again to a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

sanctifieth through the efficacy of His all- 
perfect self-oblation (cp. x. 10, 14). In chh. 
x. 29, Xiii. 12, this sanctification is spoken of 
as effected by “ the blood” of Jesus; so that 
it might be thought to refer simply to the 
removal of the guilt of sin, which shut men 
out from communion with God. But that 
we are not to take this narrow view is evident 
from ix. r3, 14; Where the ‘‘sanctifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh" has for its cor- 
relate, ‘‘cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.” - Real sancti- 
fication implies admission to real communion 
with God; which can be only through the 
Holy Ghost imparted by Christ to His people. 


v; 12—14.] 


they who are sanctified are all of one: 
for which cause he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren, : 

12 Saying, I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren, in the midst of the 
church will I sing praise unto thee. 


Jor which cause] Because those whom He 
is sanctifying and leading to salvation are 
“from one” Father with Himself. ‘The ex- 
pression, * He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren,” points (as in xi. 16) to the infinite 
disparity there is between them and Him in 
regard of His Divine nature. 

12. Saying] Ps. xxii. 22. Our Lord ap- 
propriated this Psalm to Himself, while He 
was sounding the lowest depths of suffering 
(Matt. xxvii. 46). The verse here quoted 
occurs immediately after the Sufferer has 
been delivered. In it He claims the “great 
congregation” (cp. v. ro, * many sons”) as 
His brethren. So the risen Saviour at once 
on Easter Morning said, **Go, tell M» bre- 
thren” (Matt. xxviii. 10); “Go to My bre- 
thren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My 
Father and your Father” (John xx. 17). He 
nowhere so addressed His disciples until He 
had become * the First-born from the dead.” 
Then, and not before, they were made ‘‘sons,” 
** heirs of God through Christ” (Gal. iv. 5, 7). 

I will declare thy name] So in John xvii. 
26, “I have made known unto them Thy 
Name, and will make it known ;” even that 
Name, which He had used in His suffering, 
My God (Ps. xxii 1, 2, I0); which it was 
said God's ‘“ First-born” would use: ‘ He 
shall call me, ‘Thou art My Father, My God, 
and My strong salvation” (Ps. Ixxxix. 25, 26). 
That ** Name" had been His support, as it 
is the support of every one who obeys His 
voice (Isai. l. ro, “let him trust in the Name 
of the Lord”). | 

will I sing praise unto thee] Returning 
thanks to God now, as truly as before He 
had offered supplication to Him. So fully 
did He manifest the spirit of filial dependence. 


13. And again) ‘The two next passages 
refer, not to the special statement at the end 
of v. xr, which has been substantiated by the 
first quotation; but to the general assertion, 
« He that sanctifieth and they that are sancti- 
fied are all of One.” They exhibit (in pro- 
phetic type) the **Captain of salvation” 
standing among those whom God had given 
him, and professing His entire dependence on 
God. 

I will put my trust in him] The words 
occur in three places (in the LXX.): 2 S. 
xxii. 3, Isai. viii. 17, xii. 2. Many commen- 
tators suppose the reference to be to Ps. xviii., 
which is certainly Messianic (see Rom. xv. 8, 
9), and in many ways strongly resembles Ps, 
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trust in him. 
and the children which God hath :* 
given me. 

14. Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he 





xxii (see below). It is more probable, how- 
ever, that the words are taken from Isai. viii. 
17; SO that here, as in x. 3o, we have quota- 
tions from two consecutive verses separated 
by * And again." It should be borne in mind, 
that from ch. vi onward Isaiah is to be viewed 
as the “ Apostle,” or Envoy, of *the Lord of 
Hosts" to Israel; and not only so, but as 
specially cozsecrated to the office by an act in 
which he was “purged” from sin (vi. 6—9), 
as the high-priest was, symbolically, on the 
Day of Atonement. He stands, then, as z/e 
Apostle and High-priest of the new Israel; of 
those who are God's ‘‘disciples” (viii. 16, 
cp. liv. 13), who worship Him in holy fear. 
and find Him “a sanctuary,” or fountain of 
sanctification, to them, when both the houses 
of Israel stumble through unbelief (ib. 13—15). 
He whose name, Isaiah, signifies **the salva- 
tion of the Lord," confesses in the midst of 
this new community, of which he is commis- 
sioned to be the leader, that he is supported 
wholly by faith in his God. He uses: the 
same language of dependence which is em- 
ployed by the Church a little afterwards 
(xii. 2). 

Obs. x. In the hour of deepest darkness 
He who was to be ‘the Lord's salvation to 
the whole earth” (Isai. xlix. 6) received, from 
those who were putting Him to death be- 
cause He said “I am the Son of God,” this 
testimony : “ He trusted in God that He would 
deliver Him” (Matt. xxvii. 43). 

Obs.2. In John vi. 37—46 the union of : 
Divine, saving, power in Jesus with creaturely 
dependence is made singularly clear; and the 
ideas represented by the two passages quoted 
here from Isai. viii are both distinctly insisted 
on: (x) Jesus is the Author of ‘ everlasting 
life,” but it is to those who are taught of God, 
who have /earned of the Father, v. 45; (2) 
He is the “bread of life” to all who come to 
Him; but it is added, “all that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me” (vv. 35, 37). 

Behold...| See the note on Isai. viii. 18. 
In His consecration-prayer (cp. on w. rr) 
Jesus repeatedly speaks of those who believed 
on Him, as **given" Him by the Father (St 
John xvii. 6, 9, 11, 12, 24),—who had also 
given to Him ‘power over all flesh” (v. 2; 
cp. v. 28). 


14. the children] Those to whom God 
promised to be **a sanctuary " (Isai. viii. 14) ; 
and for whom the mysterious names of Isaiah's 
sons predicted a * return" from captivity and 


37 


13 And again, ^I will put my ? Psal. is. 
And again, * Behold I 7r; s. 
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also himself likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ; 





the spoiling of their enemies. How was this 
promise of deliverance and sanctification to be 
made good? ‘The prophetic word supplied 
an answer (ix. 4—6). ‘The oppressor’s yoke 
should be broken by one, who should be 
bestowed upon Istael;—‘‘a child "and yet ‘the 
Mighty God.” 

Already, therefore, in mystic scene, it had 
been declared that a spiritual Israel should be 
raised up, to whom, after the sanctuary at Je- 
rusalem was laid desolate, the Lord Him- 
self” would be a fountain of sanctification. 
Seven centuries and a half before the birth 
of Christ, Isaiah had spoken of that “holy 
seed” as already “given” to him. God's 
promise, then, was clear ;—a sanctified Israel 
was to spring forth from the carnal Israel. 
The “children given by God” were “ par- 
takers of" human nature; forasmuch, then, 
as this, nature must be sanctified, He Himself, 
the Sanctifier, ** became flesh and dwelt among 
us;"—" Son” of God, yet “given” by God 
for man’s salvation (John iii. 16). 

are partakers...took part] Two different 
verbs. They were sharers of blood and 
flesh (corr. R.), which belonged in common 
to the race. He, of His free chgice, took part 
in these; so making mankind His brethren. 
He was thus able to perform towards them a 
brother’s part,—redeeming them from bondage 
to the great oppressor (Lev. xxv. 47—49). 

be also himself likewise| Rather, he also in 
like manner ;—with such close correspond- 
ence that in all substantial points He was 
made like unto ** His brethren” (for sin is not 
of the substance of human nature); and so, 
although He was not, like them, subject to 
death, yet He was capable of dying. 

destroy| Rather, bring to nought; 
frustrating his policy and utterly disabling 
bim (the verb is the same that is used 
in r Cor. i. 28, xv. 26, 2 Tim. i. 1o, 
1 John iii. 8). When Jesus by His ‘+ obe- 
dience unto death" had made reparation to 
the majesty of the Divine Law for man's 
sin, the devil lost his power as accuser (Rev. 
xii. 10), and death, instead of being terrible, 
became to the faithful a messenger of peace. 
Sin, the sting of death, being ‘taken away ” 
(John i. 29), death was no longer able to 
injure such as were in Christ. 

had the power of death) ox, “held the 
empire of death ;” seeming to be absolute 
ruler over this earth, which by his malice he 
had turned into a “region of death-shade” 
(Isai, ix. 2). Was not every human being 
who died, or who, while living, cowered 
before the thought of death, a proof of Sa- 


15 And deliver them who through | Gr. fe 


fear of death were all their lifetime hold of 
. S, 

subject to bondage. ae 
16 For verily *he took not on him eee 


he taketh hol 





tan’s triumph? When Jesus Himself died on 
the cross, did not the empire of death appear 
to be definitively and irreversibly established ? 
Yet by that very death Satan was for ever 
disabled and his triumph proved to be illu- 
sory. From that moment “ grace reigned 
through righteousness unto eternal life? (Rom. 
v. 21). “ Jesus Christ the Righteous" was 
man's “advocate with the Father" (1 John 
ii. f);—who could “lay anything to the 
charge" of those, whom He claimed as His 
own (Rom. viil. 33), who through Him were 
“ sanctified ” (v. 11)? 


15. And deliver them who] Rather, and 
might release all those, who (lit. those, 
as many as). 

all their lifetime] The expression in the 
original (a very unusual one) appears to mean 
«throughout the whole of their (so-called) 
living.” (See Additional Note.) 

subject to bondage] liable to that bondage, 
which follows from the sense of unforgiven 
sin. This description was applicable to many 
even of the Old Testament saints. They did 
not as yet possess the “spirit of adoption di 
(Gal. iv. 3—7, 24)- 


16. Ae took not on bim... Rather, He 
layeth not hold of angels, but He lay- 
eth hold of Abraham's seed. ‘The verb 
is the same that is used in Matt. xiv. 31; 
where “ Jesus stretched forth His hand and 
laid bold of? Peter, to save bim from perisbing 
in the waters. In ch. viii. 9 (= Jer. xxxi. 32) 
it is used of God's /aying hold of Israel's hand, 
reclaiming bim out of ibe bondage of Egypt. 
(Additional Note.) The connexion between 
this and the two preceding verses will, therefore, 
be of this kind. Jesus took part in blood and 
flesh, thus becoming capable of death; His 
purpose being that by death He might atone 
for man's sin, and so liberate those who were 
in continual fear of death. This was fitting ; 
“for verily,” if we refer to Scripture (to 
which the present tense points, as in v. II), 
we find that such is the character of those, on 
whom the Divine Saviour lays His hand, 
claiming them as His own. Those, whom He 
rescues, are not angels ; whose simply spiritual 
nature allowed of no such penalty as death, 
and therefore of no such redemption as is 
effected by a payment of that penalty. Not 
angels, but ** Abraham’s seed,” does He “lay 
hold of” (Isai. xli. 8, 9, see the note there) ; 
and says to them “ Fear not; for I am 
with thee” (ib. ro, 13, 14). This “laying 
hold of" Abraham's seed was signified by 
that typical drama on Mount Moriah, in 


v. 17, 18.] 


the nature of angels; but he took on 
bim the seed of Abraham. 

17 Wherefore in all things it be- 
hoved him to be made like unto 
bis brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in 
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things pertaining to God, to make 


reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. 

18 For in that he himself hath 
suffered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted. 





which God interposed to rescue Isaac from 
death by means of a substituted victim. 

Obs. 1. ‘Thus the very thing in which men 
were ‘made lower than the angels," their 
mortality (see Additional Note on w. 7), was 
that which made their salvation possible. 

Obs. 2. As in Abraham’s seed * all the 
nations of the earth were to be blessed," so He 
who “laid His ” redeeming **hand " on Abra- 
ham's seed did thereby, virtually, rescue from 
bondage all mankind (cp. Gal. iii. 7, 29). 


17. Wherefore] Lit. * Whence;” showing 
that vv. 17, 18 flow from v. 16 in the way 
of consequence. Since He claims a right to 
rescue Abraham's seed,—to redeem them as 
His brethren,—it Lehoved Him, for the full and 
effective discharge of the work He had under- 
taken, to be made in all things (iv. 15) like 
unto them; not only taking upon Him ‘the 
form of a servant,” but also submitting ‘‘to 
death ” (Phil. ii. 7, 8). 

be] or, ** become;" through the process of 
trial to which He was subjected (ch. v. 8). 

merciful and faithful] A double qualifica- 
tion: (1) having compassion for the weaknesses 
of men; (2) and yet faithful (or, “ trust- 
worthy ”) in regard to all that was requisite 
for procuring reconciliation between the holy 
God and sinful men. His faithfulness to God, 
which had been proved by His enduring the 
extremity of suffering, also assured men that 
they might rely on Him as faithful to their 
interests. In Him “mercy and truth met to- 
gether” (Ps. Ixxxv. 1o; cp. Ixxxix. 1, 2, 14). 

high priest] "The Greek word occurs only 
once in the O.T., in Levit. iv. 3 (the Hebrew 
word there being simply ‘ priest”). Comp. 
on x. 21. The idea of His high-priestly func- 
tions had been already presented in v. 11}; 


the sacrifice being Himself (vv. 9, 14). 

in things pertaining to God] Asin ch. v. r, 
Exod. xvii, 19, LXX. (** Be thou for the 
people to God-avard, that thou mayest bring 
the causes unto God”). 

to make reconciliation for] In the original, 
one word; the same that occurs in Ps. lxv. 
3; where it stands for the Hebrew word 
which is commonly rendered: ** make an atone- 
ment for," but in Dan. ix. 24, “make re- 
conciliation for." (See Note below.) Only 
by atoning for sin could He restore man to 
his proper relation to God. 

of tbe people] Levit. xvi. 24 (on the Day 
of Atonement); comp. ch. vii. 27. 


18. He is qualified to be both ** merciful 
and faithful;" jor He is able both to pity 
those that are tempted and to give them real 
help:—the ground of each. qualification being 
given in the clause, “in that He hath suf- 
fered, being Himself tempted.” In that He 
Himself was subjected to temptation, He can 
sympathize. In that He continued firm under 
the utmost pressure of temptation, and ‘suf- 
fered” (in the same absolute sense as in ix. 26, 
xiii. 12), He is “ perfected” as the “ Captain 
of our salvation" (v.. 1o), Comp. x Pet. iil. 18 ; 
& Christ hath once suffered for sins...to bring 
us to God." We are not, therefore, to di- 
lute ** He is able to succour” into ** He has 
learnt to succour,” but to give the word 
* able? its full force; as in vii. 25, ** He zs 
able to save to the uttermost.” Compare 
vals 

them that are tempted] A description of 
mankind at large; who are all undergoing pro- 
bation. Yet the thought was one that would 
be specially welcome to the Hebrew Chris- 
tians in their existing trials. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuap. 


7. ‘¢Madest him a little lower than the 
angels." The two principal questions are, (1) 
whether Bpayd rı here denotes “a little (in 
degree),” or, **a little time:" and (2) what is 


the nature of the humiliation (éAárrocs) . 


here spoken of. ! 

I. Although Spayd rı is capable of either 
meaning, yet it more frequently signifies ** for 
a short time.” So it is used in a passage 
which well illustrates the text,—z Pet. v. 1o, 
*'he God of all grace, who hath called us to 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect." 


Led 7p) 05, 0:4 10; 01,7 13 T5 TOUT 
The Hebrew word also (DU!5) often has this 
meaning (e.g. Ps. xxxvii. 10, Hos. i. 4). 

II. 'The humiliation, or privation, or di- 
minution (compare the strikingly similar * de- 
minutio capitis! of Roman Law), would seem 
to refer to man’s mortality. ‘This holds 
good, whether we look to the Septuagintal 
*t madest him lower than the angels,” or to the 
Hebrew, “Thou madest him fall short of 
God." For (1) in Luke xx. 35, 36 the 
* children of the resurrection " are described 
as “equal to the angels” because they “ can 
no more die;" and (2) in Rom. iii. 23 it is said 
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of fallen men that they all “come short of 
(sorepodvra) the glory of God" (úorepéw 
in the LXX. frequently representing the word 
"Dh, which is used in Ps. viii. 5). In v. 9 of 
this chapter it is plain that the * being made 
lower ” must signify humiliation ;—a humilia- 
tion which involved “ the suffering of death." 

Both the Hebrew and the Greek verbs are 
privative in meaning, and therefore not 
suited to be used of God’s forming man 
originally in an inferior state. But they en- 
tirely fall in with the thought of his sinking 
into an abnormal and degraded state. 


8. Two different verbs in vv. 8, 9 are both 
rendered by ‘‘see,” in A. V. The verb in v. 
8 (ópôpev) is the common verb for seeing 
with the eye. That in v. 9 (8Aémopev) is 
often used of mental perception (as in iii. r9, 
x. 25; Rom. vii. 23). 


9. Instead of yápırı Oeo, ** by the grace 
of God," Origen and other early writers, both 
Greek and Latin, read xopie Oeo, *'apart 
from God." 
been given—as, **deserted of God;” or, * with- 
out affecting the Godhead ;" or, ‘ (for all,) 
God alone except.” Theodore of Mopsuestia 
went so far as to declare the reading xapırı 
Oco0 to be unmeaning. Yet it is now accepted 
by almost all the critical editors. 

9. The controversy as to whether úrép, 
in cases like this, be equivalent to dyri, may 
be fairly solved thus. 'The prepositions of 
themselves suggest different ideas; but to die 
“on behalf of a person” readily suggests the 
idea of dying ‘in his stead.” ‘This is evi- 
dent from the use of the verbs jmep6vioko 
and ózepazrotvrjako in classical Greek. ‘Thus 
in Eurip. * Alc.’ 698 we have ómepÜvijakew 
céðev to represent the same act which in 446 
had been described by réðvnkev dvr’ épov. 

When we hear of «one man's dying for 
(drép) the people, that the whole nation perish 
not” (John xi. 50, cp. xviii. 14), it is difficult 
to avoid the thought of a vicarious death. 

When it is urged, “that, if He died for 
(drép) all, then all died” (2 Cor. v. 15), we 
naturally add, ‘‘ yes, died representatively zz 
Him their substitute.” 

Yet a comparison of two such passages as 
2 S. xviii. 33 and John xiii. 37 may show that 
each preposition still retains its own distinct 
phase of meaning. 


10. It is observable that 

(1) In ch. v. 7—9 Christ's “being made 
perfect” is antithetic to “in the days of His 
flesh” (which itself is meant to illustrate His 
ability to “sympathise with our infirmities,” 
ch. iv. 15). 

(2) In vii. 28 it is antithetic to ‘men that 
have infirmities.” 

It is probable, therefore, that the redeiwors 
of ii. Io is antithetic to the édarrwors Of v. 9; 
and so, as the latter consisted in His assuming 


To this various senses have . 


a nature that was capable of dying, the former 
must consist in that nature being transfused 
with “the power of an endless life,”—the 
basis of His priesthood (ch. vii. 16). 


11. The preposition (éx) is the one used 
in John i. 13 (**born...of God "), vi. 46 (‘save 
He that is of God ”), 1 Cor. i. 30 (“of Him are 
ye in Christ Jesus”), 1 John iv. 4 (“ye are 
of God, little children"). 


13. Psalm xviii speaks of One who was 
raised out of the depths of suffering, from the 
midst of the “snares” of death and Hades, to 
be the ‘‘head of the nations" (v. 44) ;——One, 
who was righteous and pure before God (vv. 
20, 24) and in whom God “had delight” (v. 
19); but who ascribed His ‘‘salvation” to 
God (vv. 2, 35, 46), calling Him “My 
God” (vv. 2, 6, 21, 28, 29), and professing 
that He would “give thanks" to Him 
* among the nations " (v. 49). 


15. Tò (jv has this phase of meaning in the 
well-known ris 8 oidev, ei TÒ (v KTA. 5 
* Who knows if that we call living be not in 
truth death, and that we call death be not in 
truth living?" Compare also 2 Macc. vii. 9; 
where rò mapòv (jv is in contrast with the (a1 
of eternity. 

16. ‘The view here taken of the word èrm- 
AaufávecÓa. may be confirmed both from 
classical Greek, and by means of the LXX. 
(assisted by the Hebrew). 

I. In Plato, ‘ Legg.’ x11. $ 7, the word is 
used in the sense of claiming as one’s own 


(Liddell and Scott), and in Lysias, ‘in Timon.’ 


P. 98 (as is pointed out to me by Rev. J. P. 
'T weed), it is used in the sense of ‘* laying one's 
hand on a person in the way of claiming a 
right to rescue him from violence or imprison- 
ment" (in the words of the editor of the 
*Oratt. Att.’ “aliquem injectá manu vindi- 
care et raptori ereptum ire”). It is evident 
that this technical sense gives a greatly in- 
creased force to the évoyor ovňeias Of v. x5. 

II. The Hebrew verb, for which the 
LXX. uses émiAaufáveo0at in Jer. xxxi. 32 
(Hebr. viii. 9), is pmm. This is used in Lev. 
xxv. 35, where the Israelite is bidden to **re- 
lieve” or lay a strengthening hand on, the poor 
‘brother (cp. Hebr. ii. 11, 17), whose ‘hand 
faileth,"—swho is too feeble to help himself. 
But here the LX X. has dvriNjyg, the same 
word asin Isai. xli. g. (Observe too that égorj- 
@noa occurs twice immediately afterwards, 
oe Io, I3; as (JogÜjca. does in Hebr. ii. 
18. 
Inferentially, indeed, the expression con- 
tains the thought of ‘‘taking on Him tbe nature? 
of those whom He would rescue:—for only 
thus could He be so identified with them, 
that He could claim them as His own. 


17. The word used of the Levitical priest's 
* making reconciliation " is €€:AdoxecOat. The 
word here used is (Ade keo6ac; which elsewhere 
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is used only of God's * showing mercy” or 
‘ forgiving,” but never (as here) with an 
accusative after it, In Dan. ix. 24, however, 
we have the expression é£:AacacOat ddixias in 
the description of Messiah's work. It would 


seem, therefore, that the Apostle had employed 
a form of words, which befitted only the Me- 
diator between God and man;—on man's part 
seeking for, on God's part bestowing, expia- 
tion of sins. 





CHAPTER III. 


I Christ is more worthy than Moses, 7 there- 
Jore if we believe not in him, we shall be 
more worthy punishment than hardhearted 


Israel, 
HEREFORE, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly call- 





ing, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus; 

2 Who was faithful to him that 
1 * . r. 
appointed him, as also Moses was made, 


faithful in all his house. gaat pe 





CHAP. III. In chh. i and ii it has been 
shown from the O. T., first, that Messiah was 
immeasurably superior in dignity to the angels, 
through whom the law was given; and se- 
condly, that He was to take part in man’s 
nature and suffer in it for man's salvation. 
Thus He is qualified to stand between God 
and man; making atonement to God for the 
sin of man, and sanctifying man that He may 
draw near to God. In other words, man has 
in Him precisely what he needed, a ** merciful 
and faithful High-priest " (ii. 17). 

Here, then, we have reached the principal 
topic of the Epistle, the High-priesthood of 
Christ. Before this, however, is discussed, 
another preliminary remark must be made. 
The thought might occur to a Hebrew ; “ But, 
granting all that has been urged concerning 
Christ, must we not still recognize the au- 
thority of the Law, given by Moses as God's 
envoy,—which Law is, in fact, our title-deed 
to the possession of the Holy Land?” This is 
disposed of in chh. iii, iv; where it is shown 
that Moses was but ‘fa servant in God's 
house," bearing witness to One who should 
come after him ; and that Canaan was only a 
type of the Rest which is in reserve for the 
people of God. If they who disbelieved God's 
word as given by Moses were excluded from 
Canaan, how careful should we be not to 
` neglect the Gospel message! how earnest in 
* holding fast our (covenant) profession" 
(iv. 14)! looking to Christ not only as God's 
Higb-priest, to procure forgiveness of sins, but 
also as God's Envoy, whose voice we are to 
obey. 


1. holy bretbren...] members of the family, 
which Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
has sanctified (ii. ro, 11); and who are 
** called ” to be heirs of a heavenly inheritance 
(ix. 15 ; cp. Eph. i. 18 ; Phil. iii. 14). 

consider] or *'contemplate;"—fix your 
minds on Him. 

Apostle and High Priest|—in one. Moses 
had been God's ‘‘apostle” (Exod. iii, xo—16), 
to lead Israel out of Egypt and to give them 
God's covenant; but the maintenance of the 
covenant was provided for through the high- 


priesthood, which was for the ‘‘ sanctification” 
of the people The ‘heavenly ” covenant 
was mediated by Christ; who was not only 
** Apostle” (John x. 36, xvii. 3), to offer to 
men the terms of eternal life, but ** High- 
priest " also, to sanctify His redeemed people, 
and in such wise to maintain their communion 
with God, that the Covenant of Life should 
be perpetual. : 

profession| As im iv. 14, x. 23. It is the 
correlative of ** covenant." God of His own 
grace establishes His immutable Covenant ; 
but man on his side must assent to, and accept, 
the terms of the Covenant. At Sinai God had 
said ** If ye will hear my voice, ye shall be to 
me a special people” (Exod. xix. 5). The 
people's * profession " (by which they ** passed 
into the covenant,” Deut. xxix. 12) was, ** All 
that the Lord saith we will do, and we will 
hear” (Exod. xxiv. 7). In the baptismal 
covenant the act that ratifies our ** profession ” 
is, the ** answer of a good conscience towards 
God ;” which was made possible for us 
“through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead” (x Pet. iii. 21). 

Christ Jesus] The correct reading appears 
to be, Jesus (alone, as in iv. 14, vi. 20, Vil. 
22, X. I9, Xii, 2, 24, Xlll. 12). 


2. Who was] Rather, Who is; or, “ As 
being.” 

faithful] Both in revealing, and in perform- 
ing, His Father's will (John x. 18, xii. 49, 50, 
xvii. 4, 8). 

appointed] Lit. *made;" as in r S. xii. 
6, “ The Lord that made Moses and Aaron.” 
Neither an envoy nor a high-priest can be 
self-constituted (comp. ch. v. 4). 

in all bis house] Gogs house (or house- 
hold). Quoted from Num. xii. 7; where 
Moses is spoken of as superior to any of the 
prophets. ‘They had only subordinate parts 
of God's will made known to them, and that 
obscurely; but with Moses God spake ** face 
to face,” so that he ** beheld the similitude of 
the Lord," and had a pattern of the true 
House and Temple of God shown to him on 
mount Sinai, That pattern he reproduced 
faithfully in the Tabernacle, which he con- 
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3 For this man was counted wor- 
thy of more glory than Moses, in- 
asmuch as he who hath builded the 
house hath more honour than the 
house. 


4 For every house is builded by 


[v. 3—5. 


some man; but he that built all things 
is God. 

5 And Moses verily was faithful 
in all his house, as a servant, for a tes- 
timony of those things which were to 
be spoken after ; 


T OE ae ee E aA a a a on 


structed and fitted up ;—‘‘according to all that 
the Lord commanded, so did he ” (Exod. xl. 16 
—29). The two ideas, ** house” and “ house- 
hold," so run into one another, that we may 
say, the Tabernacle built by Moses symbolized 
the congregation of Israel Compare Exod. 
xxv. 8, where God says, ** Let them make me 
a sanctuary, that I may dwell [not, in it, but] 
among them.” In allthe arrangements respect- 
ing this household, Moses acted as a faithful 
steward of God's mysteries (cp. viii. s, ix. 
19). Jesus likewise was faithful in regard of 
«all God's House ;" but this House was the 
spiritual, * heavenly," Temple, which He built, 
which He sanctified, over which He is set as 
High-priest (ch. x. 21). 

Obs. i. In Exod. xxix. 42—46 God's 
*t dwelling ” among Israel is closely connected 
with Aaron's entering upon his priestly func- 
tions. So the Church of God, in which He 
dwells by His Spirit, was not constituted, 
until Jesus had been consecrated High-priest 
(Acts ii. 33). 

Obs.2. The history of Israel's “ call” to 
occupy Canaan and of their disobedience (the 
subject of vv. 7—19) follows immediately 
after the narrative which is here referred to 
(see Num. xiii, xiv). 


3. For] Consider Him; **for" well does 
He deserve all your attention. 

For this man...] “For He hath been 
accounted ;” both in the prophecies concern- 
ing Him, and in God's actual exaltation of 
Him (i. 9). (x) Im prophecy, it was foretold, 
that He should build the Temple of the Lord, 
and should ear the glory, and should ‘‘sit and 
rule upon His throne,” and should be **a 
Priest upon His throne” (Zech. vi. 12, 13). (2) 
Actually, He has been seated “at the right 
hand of the majesty on high” (i. 3), in the 
glory which He had “ with the Father before 
the world was” (John xvii. 5); and this as 
the reward of His work (ch. xii. 2). 

Obs. In Rev. v. 12 millions of angels are 
heard saying, ** Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive...honour and glory and blessing." 

more glory] Rather, “a higher glory” (Vulg. 
* amplioris gloriz "); comp. xi. 4 (more ex- 
cellent), Luke xi. 31, 32 (greater). 

than Moses] Soin 2 Cor. iii. 7—iv. 6 we 
have a contrast between the **glory" of Moses 
and that of Christ. After his descent from 
the Mount temporary rays of light shone from 
the face of Moses; but Christ is ‘the image 


of God,” and “ in His face" is given “‘ the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God.” 

inasmuch as] Or, ‘according as.” The dif- 
ference between Jesus and Moses is not one of 
degree merely, but of kind. Moses was, in- 
deed, faithful in regard to the whole of that 
house, which he erected, by God’s command, 
to be the outward means by which God would 
* dwell" among Israel. But that house was, 
confessedly, typical only, ‘The true ** House 
of God” was ‘the Church of the Living 
God " (x Tim. iii, 15), built of ‘living stones 
(rPet.ii.;). He who is “the Wisdom of 
God" (x Cor. i. 24) had long before con- 
structed that house ideally (Prov. ix. 1); 
and His human nature was “the Rock,” on 
which He, “ the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God," actually built His Church (Matt. xvi. 
16—18). How vast the difference, then, 
between Moses and Christ ! 

builded] constructed and furnished :—the 
same word as in ix. 2 (** made"), 6 (“ or- 
dained,” or, arranged), xi. 7 (‘prepared "). 
Cp. Isai. xl. 28 ; Wisd. xiii. 4. 

more honour] Whatever glory the house 
may have, the ** honour” of it belongs to the 
builder. 

than the house] Moses was, after all, but 
one of God’s household; though he was so 
highly honoured in the kind of service that 
was entrusted to him. 


4. For every...] “I say, he that hath 
builded the house; for”—where you have a 
house, material or spiritual, you must needs 
have a builder. 

by some man] Rather, by some one. 

all things| For that universal Temple 
which Christ has built, and to which by our 
* heavenly calling? (v. 1) we belong, em- 
braces all things (ii. 8; cp. Eph. i. 10). ‘The 
builder of such a Temple must be God. He 
only, who was “constituted heir of all things” 
(i. 2), and who **upholdeth all things by the 
word of His power," could have designed and 
built that House. 


5. to be spoken after|—by the great Pro- 
phet of the Church. The “house” built by 
Moses is called in Num. ix. 15 ‘‘the tent of 
testimony,” and in x. 11 “the tabernacle of 
testimony." ‘This title represented the character 
of the work, which Moses did as **a servant ” 
in God’s house and family. ‘The whole dis- 
pensation was ministerial, bearing witness to 
the future Christ (Gal. iii. 24). Moses, when 


v. 6—9. ] 


6 But Christ as a son over his own 
house; whose house are we, if we 
hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end. 

7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost 
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saith, To day if ye will hear his Kies 95. 


voice, 

8 Harden not your- hearts, as in 
the provocation, in the day of temp- 
tation in the wilderness : 

9 When your fathers tempted me, 





he was preparing to die, foretold the coming of 
a Prophet to whom they were to * hearken in 
all things” (Deut. xviii. 15—19, Acts iii. 22) ; 
and, after death, he was present “in glory” 
on the Holy Mount, when a voice came forth 
from the cloud of light, “saying, This is my 
beloved Son...; bear ye Him." 


6. Christ as| Rather, Christ (is faith- 
ful) as Son over His house :—the ** His" 
still referring to the ** Son;" as **whose" in the 
next clause evidently does. Christ could say; 
« AIl things are delivered unto me of my 
Father" (Matt. xi. 27). That trust He ad- 
ministered faithfully; being ‘Head over all 
things for the Church which is His body” 
(Eph. i. 22, 23). In ch. x. 21, where He is 
spoken of (not as “Son,” but) as ** High- 
priest,” we have ** over the house of God;” be- 
cause as High-priest He represents the people 
in their relation to God (ch. ii. 17). (See 
Additional Note.) 

whose house are ave, if] We are so; and 
so shall continue, if... Compare the “ If” of 
v. 14, of Col. i, 23, and of the Psalm quoted 
in the next verse; * He is our God, and «ve 
are the people of His pasture and the sheep of 
His hands: To-day,—if ye will bear His voice,” 
In Zech, vi. rs, after the vision of the ** Priest 
upon His throne" (see on v. 3), it is added; 
“and it shall be, if ye will hear His voice.” 

the confidence] Rather, “our confidence." 
It is the same word as in x. 35 (but zot as in 
v. 14 below). In x, 19 the word is rendered 
“boldness” (marg. “liberty ”). It denotes 
“freedom of speech;” here the freedom which 
befits children in addressing a father, The 
Syriac uses the same words (modified) as in 
2 Cor. iii, 18, “We all with open face be- 
holding the glory of the Lord;" thus furnish- 
ing an excellent comment on the passage. Cp. 
2 Cor, iii. 12, ** Seeing we have this Pope, we 
use great boldness.” in 

rejoicing of tbe kope] Rather, “ rejoicing 
of our hope;" the hope of the future inherit- 
ance in glory. Comp. Rom. v. 2, “ We rejoice 
in bope of the glory of God." : 

unto the end| Not satisfied with having 
been brought out of the house of bondage 
and admitted into covenant with God; but 
advancing with steady perseverance, through 
trial and conflict, till we enter the promised 
rest. 


7. Wherefore] The A. V. makes what fol- 
lows down to v. 11 to be parenthetic, This 


is in itself unlikely ; and v. 12 has every sign 
of being an independent sentence (the word 
for “ Take heed” being the same as in xii, 25, 
* See"). It is better, therefore, to suppose an 
ellipsis (as in x Cor. 1, 31, cp. ii. 9; Rom, xv. 
3, 21); “ Wherefore (the case stands with us) 
as the Holy Ghost saith."—In the Hebrew the 
clause **'To-day...voice" belongs to v. 7; and 
that this is the right connexion, is shown by 
the change of person in vv, 8—11: ‘ His 
voice,” but, “tempted me,” &c.; the verses 
8— 11 being, in fact, His voice. ‘The last clause 
of v. 7, then, is an emphatic statement, at once, 
of the present privilege of those whom the 
Psalm addresses, and of the condition under 
which alone the privilege would be permanent 
(cp. on v. 6). It re-echoes the words spoken 
at Sinai, * Now, therefore, if ye will hearken 
unto my voice” (Exod. xix. 5; cp. xxiii. 22). 

Obs. The words quoted from the xcvth 
Psalm follow naturally on the reference which 
was made in v. 5 to Deut. xviii, 15—19. Christ 
is that prophet, of whom Moses spake ; hear 
Him, His household ye are, if ye stedfastly 
adhere to His promises, 

Today] A slight pause is to be made be- 
tween this and what follows (cp.iv.7). ‘To- 
day" you may claim your inheritance as God's 
people ; “ to-day ” you may rest by the ^ still 
waters" of God's pasture. “To-day ;"—though 
it is so long since Moses said to the generation 
that was to enter Canaan, * Hear, O Israel, 
thou art this day to go over Jordan...Under- 
stand, therefore, this day, that the Lord thy God 
is He which goeth over before thee.” (Deut. 
ix. Y, 3} CD. XXIX. To, 12.) 


8. in the day| Rather, “as in the day.” 
The names * Massah” (temptation) and “ Meri- 
bah” (provocation) both occur in Exod. xvii. 7. 
But the name ** Meribah" here probably (as 
in Deut. xxxiii, 8) refers to the incident men- 
tioned in Num. xx. x3. Since this occurred 
in the 39th year after the Exodus, the com- 
bination of the two names shows that Israel's 
hardness of heart lasted throughout their so- 
journ in the wilderness (cp. Deut. ix. 7). It 
was this ** hardening of the heart ” against the 
past evidence of God's love to them which led 
to their **zempting God," that is, asking for 
new and arbitrarily chosen proofs of His pre- 
sence (Exod. xvii. 7; cp. Num, xiv. 11). 


9. When| Rather, Where (as in Deut. 
viii. 15, LX X.). 
forty years] In the Psalm these words stand 
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t Gr. If 


they shall 


enter. 
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proved me, and saw my works forty 
years. 

10 Wherefore I was grieved with 
that generation, and said, They do 
alway err in their heart; and they 
have not known my ways. 

1I So I sware in my wrath, t They 
shall not enter into my rest.) 

I2 Take heed, brethren, lest there 
be in any of you an evil heart of un- 


[v. 10—15. 


belief, in departing from the living 
God. 

13 But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called To day; lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin. 

14 For we are made partakers of 
Christ, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence stedfast unto the end; 


15 While it is said, To day if ye 





at the beginning of the next verse. So, in- 
deed, they are quoted below in v. 17; which 
proves that the transposition was here made 
intentionally. In effect, this variation supplies 
a commentary on vv. 9 and ro of the 
Psalm :—‘‘as they put Me to the proof con- 
tinually throughout the forty years (cp. Amos 
v. 25); so throughout the forty years My 
displeasure with them abated not." 

Obs. It has been often remarked that a 
probationary period of forty years occurred 
between the Crucifixion and the ** days” fore- 
told in Luke xix. 43. At the probable date 
of this Epistle (A.D. 64), thirty-five of those 
years had already elapsed. Cp. x. 25. 


10. grieved| Rather, sore displeased. 

and they| Rather, “but they.” They wan- 
der, after their own imaginations, in search of 
happiness: but they have not known (or re- 
garded) my ways, which would have con- 
ducted them to true rest and peace. So in 
Isai. lix. 8 (Rom. iii. 17), “the way of peace 
have they not nown.” Cp. Luke xix. 42, 
* Oh that thou hadst known, at least in this 
thy day, the things of thy peace.” 


11. So] Rather, As (iv. 3). The old 
Psalters, Gallican and Roman, have “sicut ” 
(Estius), and similarly the Syriac. During 
these forty years, though they hardened their 


_ heart against My discipline (cp. Jer. v. 3, 4), 


yet they found My sentence against them come 
true. It was even ‘‘as I sware unto them” at 
the beginning. 

my rest) The place where He caused the 
tokens of His gracious presence to abide (Ps. 
CXXXli. 14; Isai. xi. ro). There the people 
were to find their rest (Num. x. 33; cp. Deut. 
xii. 9). Not as though exclusion from Canaan 
involved deprivation of God's higher rest to 
such as loved Him; as was made plain by the 
sentence on Moses (cp. Deut. iii. 23—27) ; 
any more than the entrance into Canaan con- 
ferred ipso facto the enjoyment of that rest. 


12. Take heed| Cp. Deut. xi. 16. 

in any of you) Cp. xii. 15; Deut. xxix. 18. 

an evil heart} ‘The phrase is used in Jer. 
iii T7 vile 2A, XI. S, XVI T5, XVN coe In 
speaking of apostatizing Judah. In all five 
passages it is preceded by the word, which 


signifies “stubbornness” (see on Jer. iii, 17). 
Cp. Num. xiv. 27, 35. 

of unbelief | swayed by unbelief. So we 
read in Num. xiv. 11, ** How long will it be 
ere they believe me?” ‘The word, however, 
contains in it the notion of *unfaithfulness" 
or disloyalty; which agrees with the next 
words, **in departing (or revolting, see Deut. 
xxxii. r5; cp. Num. xiv. 9) from the living 
God (x. 31);” from Him who ‘lives for 
ever” (Deut. xxxii. 40), so that His promises 
and threatenings are alike certain. Comp. 
Num. xiv. 21, ^ As truly as I live" (LXX. “I 
live, and Living is My Name"). ‘The Living 
God had now manifested Himself in His Son. 
'To go back from faith in *the Son of the 
Living God" (John vi. 69), to trust in the 
effete symbols of the Law, was to revive in a 
subtler form the idolatry of former ages. 


13. exhort] Or, *encourage;" as Joshua 
and Caleb endeavoured to cheer the desponding 
Israelites (Num. xiv. 7—9). 

while it is called To day| Or, **so long as 
the name, To-day, is used;"—so long, there- 
fore, as our probation on earth lasts. Cp. 2 
Cor. vi. 2. 

hardened| Asin «. 8. 

the deceitfulness] ‘The wiliness with which it 
makes its serpent-like approaches (cp. 2 ‘Thess. 
il. ro). 

of "a Especially, the sin of unbelief; 
clothing itself under the garb of a reasonable 
regard to probabilities as set against God's 
express command (Num. xiii. 28—33). 


14. are made| Rather, *have been 
made.” ‘Take heed to yourselves (v. 12) and 
encourage one another (v. 13); for we have 
been already constituted ‘‘partakers (see v. 1) 
of Christ" (lit. **the Christ"), and have a share 
in the privileges which belong to His body, 
the Church, if only (cp. r K. viii. 25, marg., 
2 Chro. vi. 16) we do not sever the relation 
between Him and ourselves. 

bold...stedfast...] Or, “bold fast the be- 
ginning of our confidence frm unto the end” 
(as in v. 6 above). The ‘beginning of” 
their * confidence” was, that which they ex- 
hibited in the early days of the Church. ‘The 
word here rendered ** confidence” (as it is in 
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v. 16—19.] 


will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the provocation. 

16 For some, when they had heard, 
did provoke: howbeit not all that 
came out of Egypt by Moses. 

17 But with whom was he grieved 
forty years? was it not with them 
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that had sinned, whose carcases fell 
in the wilderness ? 

18 And to whom sware he that 
they should not enter into his rest, 
but to them that believed not? 

I9 So we see that they could not 
enter in because of unbelief. 





2 Cor. ix. 4, xi. 17; cp. Ps. xxxix, 7) is used 
of that which supplies a solid foundation, and 
hence, of the realizing power of faith CETT 
*"substance"), Here it is in contrast with the 
“unbelief” of v. 12. 


15. While it is said] Rather, In that it 
is said (as in viii. 13, cp. ii, 8). The “if 
only” of v. 14 is justified by a renewed appeal 
to the conditional clause of Ps. xcv. 7. Comp. 
on v. 6. 


16—19. ‘The exposition of these verses has 
been obscured from its not being borne in 
mind that, although the Apostle is cautioning 
the Hebrews, yet the basis of his exhortation 
(as addressed to men under temptation, ii, 18, 
iv. 15) is of an encouraging kind: “Consider 
your merciful and faithful High-priest. Hold 
fast your filial boldness and the rejoicing of 
your hope. For you are fellow-members of 
Christ; you have a promise of entering into 
rest; you have had glad tidings brought you. 
Only,” he urges, ‘remember that Israel's 
example proves how unavailing your privileges 
will be, unless you obey the voice that speaks 
to you." 

For some, of those Israelites, after they had 
heard, did provoke: but not all they who came 
out of Egypt by Moses; for in Num. xiv. 29—33 
there is a strong and vivid contrast drawn be- 
tween those who ‘murmured against? God 
and the “‘ little ones" whom God would bring 
into the land of promise. ‘Not all:" for then 
God's promise would have been made void: 
whereas (cp. iv. 6) *some must enter in." 
But (v. 17) if “not all” provoked, who 
were they that did? with whom was He 
grieved forty years? was it not with them 
that sinned (Num. xiv. 19, 40) whose carcases 
fell in the wilderness (ib. 29, 32)? and to 
whom sware He..., but to them that were 
disobedient (see Num. xiv. 43, Josh. v. 6, 
LXX.)? That some fell, was sufficient for the 
admonition of the Hebrews; yet they needed 


not to be discouraged; for none fell except 
the faithless and disobedient. 

Thus vv. 16—19 are in unison with «v. 
I2—14. 

(1) The cautionary, any one of you, in vv. 
I2, 13 is abundantly justified by the indefi- 
nite “some” of v. 16; while the restrictive 
“but not all" showed that none of “the 
little ones who believed in Christ” need be 
discouraged, And 

(2) The causes of danger mentioned in 
vv. I2, 13, “unbelief,” “rebellion,” and **sin;" 
are reproduced in vv. 17— x9. 

For a further examination of the passage, 
see Additional Note. 


17. carcases] Lit. *limbs;" as though 
referring to the bones that lay scattered about 
in the desert. 


18. believed not] disobeyed; see above. 


19. So ave see] Rather, *And we see;” 
or, ** We see also." We “ perceive” it from 
the sequel of the history. From what follows 
in the chapter which records the sentence of 
wandering, we see clearly that they ‘were 
unable to enter in;” were incapacitated for doing 
so. ‘They made the attempt, but were driven 
back “discomfited” (Num. xiv. 40—45). This 
self-willed invasion was no less the fruit of in- 
fidelity than their former withdrawal had been. 
ln each case, instead of believing God, they 
acted in defiance of Him (v. 41). We see, 
then, that their unbelief not only at first hin- 
dered them from attempting to enter, but also 
afterwards made them unable to enter when 
they made the attempt. 

because of unbelief] ‘This is the emphatic 
term on which the exhortation in ch. iv hangs. 
They were not excluded (observes Dr Owen) 
for their sin in making the golden calf at 
Horeb, great as that was; but for a sin “that 
men are very unapt to charge themselves withal,” 
the sin of unbelief. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuap. 111. 6, 16. 


6. The reference of avrod in v. 6 has been 
a matter of doubt from very early times. 
Jerome, who left the Vulg., “tanquam filius 
in domo sud,” gives it, in his Ep. ad Damasum, 
§ 5, “ut filius in domo ejus.”—It has been 
objected that the Church is nowhere called 
** Christ's house ;” but, since He is its builder 
(Matt. xvi. 18), it may certainly be spoken 


of as His. ‘The sequence of the clauses in 
v. 6 seems to require us to refer oj to Xpiw- 
TOS. 

16. Most modern commentators follow the 
Syriac version, and read rives yàp interroga- 
tively, but this involves some very serious 
difficulties. 

ri, The natural meaning of ** For, who did, 
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after hearing, provoke?" would be, that none 
had done so (cp. Rom. ix. 19). 

2. Some, therefore, have proposed to make 
a new sentence begin with v. 15, and to render 
tives yap as “f who then?” Such a use of 
yap, however, in introducing an apodosis, ap- 
pears to be unexampled. : 

3. The dAX où has to be taken in a sense 
equally without parallel. The passages quoted 
in support of it are in reality quite different. 
'To resemble them the sentence ought to be of 
this kind: * For who did provoke? Nay, did 
not all rather cheerfully obey?” 

4. The &é of v. 17, which has its usual 
force if the preceding verse be affirmative, is 
unexplained, 

But indeed there is no reason whatever for 
making the change. ‘The supposed objection 
to saying ‘‘some provoked,” arises from the 
assumption that “all qwho came out of Egypt 
did provoke ;” which is not only untrue in 
fact, but would be adverse to the whole tenor 
of the context. The questions in vv. 17, 18 
are equivalent to saying, “It was only those 
who sinned,—only those who disobeyed,—that 
were excluded." Compare 1 Cor. x. 1—18; 
« All our fathers were...baptized unto Moses 
(cp. Heb. iii. 16 2), and “al drank of that 


spiritual Rock,which...was Christ” (6 Xproros, 
cp. Heb. iii. 14, rod Xpiorod); “but with the 
greater part of them God was not well pleased, 
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.” 
The use of ** some" here, and of **the greater 
part" there, is only in accordance with the 
design of the writer in each case. The danger 
of the Corinthians was from over-boldness ; 
that of the Hebrews from timidity. “Some” 
was sufficient for his purpose here; and his 
willingness to minimise the charge brought 
against Israel would help to conciliate his 
readers, as showing plainly that he had no 
wish to disparage the work achieved by Moses, 
We have parallel instances in ** What if some 
did not believe?” (Rom. iii. 3), and ** Not all 
obeyed the Gospel" (ib. x. 16) ;—those who be- 
lieved and obeyed being, in fact, only a ‘‘rem- 
nant ” (5. xi. 5). 

Obs. The writer's delicacy and economy of 
statement are evident throughout this section. 
How easy, for instance, would it have been 
for him to have noticed the fact that Moses 
and Aaron were not allowed to enter Canaan, 
and this ‘‘ because they believed not" God 
(Num. xx. 12); or again, that the commenda- 
tion given to Moses, the Apostle, involved a 
reproof of Aaron the High-priest (ib. xii. 8, 9). 





CHAPTER IV. 

I The vest of Christians is attained by faith. 
12 The power of God’s word. 14 By our 
high priest Fesus the Son of God, subject to 
infirmities, but not sin, 16 we must and may 
go boldly to the throne of grace. 


ET us therefore fear, lest, a pro- 
mise being left us of entering 





Cuar. IV. 1. This verse is in closest 
union with iii. 12—19; from which it is an 
inference. 

Let us...fear] For there is a salutary fear, 
which springs from faith (Phil. ii. 12, 1 Pet. 
i. 17—19);—which is the safeguard of hope, 
and an incentive to diligence. 

a promise being...] Rather, while there 
(still) remaineth a promise. So long 
as the period- of probation lasted, the promise 
continued in force. All who would might 
avail themselves of its offers. 

his rest] When the xcvth Psalm used 
these words (instead of saying “the land of 
promise ”), it made provision for a higher appli- 
cation of Israels early history. They, who 
were ** partakers of the heavenly calling” (iii. 
1), knew well what that rest was. They 
looked forward to the **heavenly Jerusalem " 
ii. 22). 

should seem| He would not have any of 
them (through loss of active love or neglect 
of Christian communion, vi. 12, X. 25) give 
reason for its being thought that they had 
« fallen short of" (cp. xii. 15) that promise. 

to come short] *'to have fallen short.” 


into his rest, any of you should seem 
to come short of it. 

2 For unto us was the gospel: cr. z 
preached, as well as unto them: but 2/727 


hearin. 
tthe word preached did not profit! Or, 4 
them, ! not being mixed with faith in were » 
them that heard ;*. poen 


2. For..] Rather, For indeed we have 
received glad tidings;——as they also 
did. A slight pause should be made after 
“tidings,” Let us fear lest any miss that 
Rest, even while the way to it is still open. 
For certainly we are in the position of men 
to whom a joyful message has been brought; 
as they also were; but (their example shows 
that a passive reception of God's promises is 
not enough, for) the word which they heard 
proved to them unavailing. Compare Acts 
xiii. 33: * We declare unto you (or, bring 
you glad tidings regarding) tbe promise made 
to our fathers; that God hath fulfilled the 
same to us their children, in that he raised 
up Jesus from the dead." 

the word preached] Lit. * word of mes- 
sage" (see Additional Note). 

not being mixed...| Or, “seeing that it was 
not mixed” (so the Syriac). The message 
entered their ears, but there was no inward 
faith to appropriate and assimilate it (see Note 
below). It was no better than food put into 
the mouth of a man whose vital powers were 
insufficient for turning it into life-blood. 

in them] Lit. *to them ;" in their case. 


v. 3—7.] 


3 For we which have believed do 
enter into rest, as he said, As I have 
sworn in my wrath, if they shall 
enter into my rest: although the 
works were finished from the foun- 
dation of the world. 

4 For he spake in a certain place 
of the seventh day on this wise, And 
God did rest the seventh day from all 
his works. 
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5 And in this place again, 1t they 
shall enter into my rest. 

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth 
that some must enter therein, and 


they to whom ' it was first preached ! Or, te 
gospel was 


entered not in because of unbe- st 


lief: 

7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, 
saying in David, To day, after so 
long a time; as it is said, To day if 








S. For] This looks back to the whole 
Of vv. 1i, 2. Let none of us come short of 
that promised rest (v. 1) ; for the gladdening 
invitation to enter it has been sent to us, aud 
only needs that we receive it in faith (v. 2). 
For we, which have believed, do enter into 
(His) rest; not, “have entered;" yet “are 
entering ;” as it was said; ‘Hear, O Israel; 
thou art passing over this day” (Deut. ix. x). 
The ** Captain of their Salvation” has already 
entered; and has opened a way by which they 
may follow. That is what they are intent 
upon. By faith they already enter into rest. 
For both the Old and the New "Testament 
teach, that **salvation" begins in this present 
life. God spoke of Himself as being already 
Abraham's “great reward” (Gen. xv. 1); 
and to all who walked in the “old paths” 
of Abraham's faith and obedience there was 
given the promise “ye shall find rest unto 
your souls" (Jer. vi. 16) ;—a promise which 
afterwards received so great an accession of 
glory from being published afresh by the Son 
of God (Matt. xi. 28, 29). Indeed, Ps, xcv 
implied that this rest was attained (in some 
sense) by all who obeyed God's voice; since 
God was “ their God,” and they ** the people 
of His pasture" (w. 7) whom He led by the 
‘“‘rest-giving waters” (Ps. xxiii. 2). 

as be said | ‘The words quoted (‘‘as I 
sware, &c.,” sce iii. 11) show, that the rest 
Spoken of was one which had to be reached 
through obedient faith by the men of later 
times; and it was denominated ** God's rest,” 
although His own “rest” had been complete 
from the time when the world was formed 

Gen. ii. 1—3). But if man is to ‘enter 
into" God's rest, it must be by his being 
brought into conformity with the mind and 
will of Him, who made all things, at the first, 
“very good ;? and who will again ‘‘ rejoice 
in His works," when sin shall no longer mar 
the face of the earth (Ps. civ. 30—35). God's 
sabbatical rest made it certain that such a 
period should at length come; for He then 
blest all His earthly creation, man included. 
But God's blessing cannot be inefficacious. 
Therefore a time shall arrive when the curse 
which fell on our earth shal] be removed (Rev. 
xxii. 3). Indeed, they who are ‘ partakers 
of Christ” (Gi. r4), being ‘redeemed from 


the curse” (Gal. iii. 13), do already possess 
“an earnest " and pledge of that final rest in 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


4. spake in a certain place] Or, “hath 
spoken somewhere." 

from all bis works] From the works 
which He bad made; yet not from working 
(John v. 17),—especially, not from carrying 
on that work of “blessing” and “ sanctifica- 
tion," of which the Sabbath was a means, as 
well as a type. 


5. again] Almost (as in Matt. iv. 7), 
** on the other hand." Comp. on i. 6. 


6. it remainetb] Or (for clearness), *'it 
still rematneth;” as a future thing, apart from 
that Rest which followed the work of Creation 
(cp. v. 9, x. 26). 

must| Rather, should. The rendering 
** must" appears to give to “‘remaineth” too 
much of the logical sense, “it results from 
these premises." 

to whom it was first preached| Rather, 
who first received the glad tidings, 

unbelief | Rather, disobedience (cp. iil. 
18); the disposition which springs from un- 
belief, as obedience does from faith (xi. 8). 


7. Again, be] Rather, He again (put- 
ting a comma at the end of v. 6). 

limitetb] Rather, marketh out (opi¢ec) ; 
—moving forward the horizon of His invita- 
tion so as to include a later generation in it, 

in David] ‘The Holy Spirit (iii. 7) spoke 
“in” or “by” David. Cp.i. 15; 2 S. xxiii, 3, 
‘« The Spirit of the Lord spake by me” (LXX. 
*in me”). Others take ‘in David" to be the 
same as, ‘‘in the Book of Psalms” (see Introd. 
to Ps. xcv). 

after so long a time|—when Israel had been 
400 years in occupation of Canaan. ‘The 
promises made to David, after the ark had 
been brought up to Sion, were like the dawn- 
ing of a zew day in Israel's history. A fresh 
appeal was made to their faith. Now, after 
so long a period of failure, they might enter 
into the full realization of their privileges, as 
* the people of God's pasture." 

as it is said] Rather, ** as hath been before 
said " (namely, in iil. 7, 15). 


preached. 
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ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 

Thati, — 8 For if "Jesus had given them 
aa rest, then would he not afterward 
have spoken of another day. 

l Or, kees- 9 "There remaineth therefore a! rest 


zug of a 


sadbath, to the people of God. 


IO For he that is entered into his 
rest, he also hath ceased from his 
own works, as God did from his. 

1I Let us labour therefore to enter 
into that rest, lest any man fall after 
the same example of ' unbelief. 1Or, 

I2 For the word of God zs quick, 








8. For] David “after so long a time" 
addressed the men of his generation in lan- 
guage like that which Moses had used to 
those who were ‘passing over Jordan” under 
Joshua (see on ili. 7). This is not surprising : 
For Israel's occupation of Canaan did not 
bestow on them *that Rest" of God which 
is in reserve for the faithful. 

Jesus) Rather, Joshua (cp. Acts vii. 45). 
It was true that under Joshua the Lord had 
given Israel “rest” from all their enemies 
round. about (Josh. xi. 23, xxi. 44). But it 
was plain that this was not the chief aim set 
before Israel; or we should not find David, 
four centuries later, warning the people against 
forfeiting the ‘‘rest” which was offered to 
them. ‘That must have been a further and 
higher rest. 


9. There remaineth| Or (v. 6), **'There 
still remaineth ; "—is still to be looked for here- 
after, over and above that rest in the land of 
Canaan. ‘This inference follows, since the 
Holy Ghost speaks in the Psalm (cp. iii. 7) 
to us. ‘For the word of God is Living,” 
and has present relation to us (vv. 12, 13). 

4 rest| Rather, a sabbath-rest; lit. “a 
keeping of sabbath ;” when the “people of 
God sepas xcv C153) Chex! 6. 25) 
the “Israel of God” (Gal. vi. 16), shall ob- 
tain rest from all that trouble them (2 Thess, 
i. 7), and when ‘all enemies shall be put 
under the feet of? Jesus (i. 13), the ** Cap- 
tain” of the Lord's Host (cp. ii. 8, 9). Then, 
at last, the faithful shall ‘‘enter into the joy 
of their Lord" (Matt. xxv. 21, 23). 

Obs. x. The word ‘Sabbath-rest ” may 
contain a reference to the first Sabbatical year, 
which was kept by Joshua after his six years 
of war (Josh. xiv. 10); when the “land had 
rest from war” (ib. 15). 

Obs. 2. The group of Psalms, to which 
Ps. xcv belongs (xcii—civ), appears to have 
a Sabbatical character. ‘The first of them is 
expressly headed ** A Song for the Sabbath- 
Day;" anda Jewish treatise (Eliyahu Rabba 
quoted here by Delitzsch) says of this title: 
“The Sabbath pointed to is that which will 
give rest from the sin which now rules in the 
world, the. world's Seventh Day [a Sab- 
batical millennium]; which shall be followed 
by the after-Sabbath of the world to come, 
wherein is no more death, nor sin, nor punish- 
ment of sin; but only enjoyment of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God." 


10. For] The rest which awaits the people . 
of God is rightly called a Sabbath-keeping ; 
For be tbat (—every one that, Rom. vi. 7) zs 
entered into His (God's) rest, hath rested 
(as in v. 4) from his works, even as God 
did from His own. Such a one “rests from 
his labours” (Rev. xiv. 3). ‘* Thenceforth 
there is laid up for him the crown of righteous- 
ness” (2 Tim. iv. 8). The “good works” 
of God’s new creation (in working which the 
believer’s will was in accord with the grace of 
God, Phil. ii. 12, 13) are then completed. 
He ceases from working, even as God did 
when His works were finished (Gen. ii. x, 2). 

Obs, So He, from whom the “many sons” 
derive their sanctification (ii. ro, 11), and to 
whom they are conformed (Rom. viii. 29), 
before He entered into His brief sabbath-day 
rest, said, “It is finished” (John xix. 30, cp. 
xvii. 4). 


11. labour) Rather, give diligence 
(as in 2 Pet. i. 1o). 

fall] Used absolutely, as in Rom. xi. 11, 
xi Gorda 

example] Or, ‘‘pattern;” typical form. 
Though the revelation given us be so much 
more glorious, yet our probation is analogous 
to theirs. 

unbelief] Rather, disobedience (v. 6). 


12. For] I say, the same typical form ; 
For the word of God, which tries us, as it 
tried them (v. 2), has to do with the interior 
principles of action; searching into men's 
hearts to see whether they are truly obeying 
God. 

the word.of God] Not (as in Rev. xix. 13) 
the personal Word; to whom, indeed, the 
description, “sharper than any two-edged 
Sword," is not appropriate (see Rev. i. 16, xix. 
r5; Cp. Wisd. xviii. 15) ; but, as in John xii. 
48, that word which is the abiding expression 
of the mind and will of God (Isai. xl. 8, 
1 Pet.i. 25, Tit. i. 2, 3; cp. note-om waa)s 
and in particular the word of promise (v. 2). 
The promise of ‘good things to come” 
searched out the motives of men in old times; 
it does so still. 

quick) Rather, living. That word did 
not speak to one generation and then die out. 
The * word” of the ** living God” could not 
become a dead letter. As His creative word 
continues immanent in the natural world from 
age to age, so does His word of Promise in 


bedie 


Vv. 13—15.] 


and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spi- 
rit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. 

13 Neither is there any creature 
that is not manifest in his sight: but 
all things are naked and opened unto 
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the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do, 

I4 Seeing then that we have a 
great high priest, that is passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession. 

IS For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; but was in 





the spiritual world (cp. Ps. cxix. 89—91; 
Acts vii. 28 ; 1 Pet. i. 25). 

powerful] Rather, active; effective in 
operation (cp. 1 Thess. ii. 13). 

sharper] So sharp is it, that it dissects 
the whole inward nature; not only “to the 
disparting of the soul and the spirit," but 
So as to reach the most hidden parts of both,— 
yes (by a bold metaphor), their vertebre and 
spinal marrow (see Additional Note). The 
message of Revelation lays bare the various 
affections and habitudes of the spiritual and 
psychical natures. 

a discerner of | “ able to discriminate” their 
character with judicial accuracy. Cp. John 
xii. 48. 

thoughts and intents,..] Its busy, anxious, 
revolvings of thought (cp. Matt. ix. 4, xii. 
25), and its fixed and settled modes, or lines, 
of thought. 


13. The sentence, which in its first part 
had described the “word” of God, now 
proceeds to speak of God Himself. 

naked| ‘The sophisms, with which men 
think to cloke their misdoings, are of no avail 
before Him (Gen. iii. 8—11). 

opened | Or, ‘‘exposed;” lit. ‘with the 
neck bent back." A naked man may bend 
down his head and cover his face with his 
hands. Not even this last resort of shame 
may avail at the Great Tribunal—Many 
ancient writers suppose that the word con- 
tains a reference to animals, whose head was 
thrown back when they were to be slaughtered. 
But there seems to be no adequate philological 
ground for this. 

the eyes of bim] Rather, His eyes; witha 
slight pause after it; giving still more of im- 
pressive solemnity to the concluding words. 

with whom we have to do| ‘The words 
are taken by the Syriac, and by most ancient 
commentators to mean, * unto whom we 
must give account" But their range is both 
wider and deeper: ‘with whom our concern 
is;" which is well expressed by A. V. "They, 
to whom the word of God has come, cannot 
avoid adopting a certain attitude towards it; 
accepting or refusing its conditions: and this 
determines their actual relation to God. ‘The 
thought of our relation to God, which in ii. 


New Test.—V or. IV. 


17 had occurred in connexion with the high- 
priestly office of Jesus, prepares the way for a 
return to the consideration of that subject. 


l4. Seeing...] Rather, Having, there- 
fore (as in x. 19). In iii. r he had asked 
them to contemplate **the Apostle and High- 
priest " of their profession. ‘The comparison 
which had been instituted between His Apo- 
stolic dignity and that of Moses had led the 
writer to trace out the terrible consequences 
which must follow from refusing to “hear 
His voice,” —that soul-and-spirit-searching 
voice. Now, therefore, he can proceed to 
speak of the provision which has been made 
for the comfort of all faithful souls in our 
Lord’s high-priestly functions. 

great high priest} As transcendently ex- 
alted in His high-priestly, as He is in His 
apostolic, office. Comp. xiii. 20. 

is passed into] ^ Rather, hath passed 
through (as in r Cor. xvi. 5). Jesus passed 
through the created heavens into ‘heaven 
itself” (ix. 24); as the high-priest of Israel 
passed through the Holy Place into the Holy 
of Holies, in which God’s symbolic ‘‘resting- 
place” was (see on iii. 11). There, then, in 
heaven is God's true * Rest;" into which 
we, by our ‘heavenly calling” (iii. x), are 
invited to enter. There our compassionate 
High-priest is already seated, making the 
* throne of majesty” (i. 3) to be a “ throne 
of grace” (v. 15). 

Jesus] ‘Typified by him (v. 8) who led 
Israel into Canaan; but incomparably mightier, 
for He is the Son of God. 

our profession] By which we vowed that 
our relation to God should be that of willing 
service (cp. on ili, 1). 


15. we have not...| as might have been 
feared, if we looked only at His greatness. 

be touched...| Or, “have compassion on” 
(as in x. 34). 

infirmities] V. 2, Vii. 283 the weaknesses 
incident to our frail humanity (comp. 2 Cor. 
xii. 5, 10). All these Jesus took upon Him 
(Matt. viii. 17; cp. 2 Cor. xiii. 4). 

but was) Rather, ‘but one that hath 
been." 

like as we are] Lit. ‘in the way of resem- 
blance " (cp. ii, 14, 17). 
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all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly 








yet without sin]. This is a material part of 
the consolation which is here suggested. Jesus 
was tried by the Tempter to the utmost ; 
but, though His human soul understood the 
full force of the motives which were pre- 
sented to it, to draw Him into sin, He re- 
mained entirely apart from sin (as in ix. 
28). ‘There was no vulnerable point in Him 
(John xiv. 30). He was tempted; therefore 
He can have sympathy. He was sinless ; 
therefore He is fitted to be our Advocate. 


16. come (vii. 25)] or, as in x. 22, “draw 
near ;” approaching as accepted worship- 
ers, 

boldly] Lit. “with freedom of speech” 


[v. 16, 1. 


unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 





(as in iii. 6); not fearing to confess our 
weaknesses. 

the throne of grace] Symbolized by the 
Mercy-seat, on which the God of Israel sate 
enthroned between the Cherubim (cp. on Isai. 
xvi. 5). Thence we may receive mercy 
for the forgiveness of our sins, and also 
may find grace, to « establish our hearts" 
(xiii. 9) that we may “serve God acceptably” 
(ch. xii, 28), in spite of our infirmities (2 Cor. 
xii. 9). 

229 in time of need | A good rendering, 
though somewhat free. Lit. ‘‘ for seasonable 
help;" with a reference to Ps. ix. 9, where 
the LXX. has, “a helper in seasonable times 
in trouble." 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuap. Iv. 2, 12. 


2. The dxor here, following upon evnyye- 
Atopévor, must be taken in the sense of ‘‘ mes- 
sage," or *'report;" as in Isai. lii. 7, ‘‘ that 
publisheth the message (eUayyeM(Copévov dxor)v) 
of peace.” Cp. Isai. liii. 1; which in Rom. x. 
15, 16 is coupled by St Paul with the passage 
just quoted. The phrase Aóyos axons occurs 
also in r Thess. ii. r3; and the ** word of 
hearing" is there asserted to be “in truth 
the word of God (Xóyov co), which worketh 
effectually (évepyeiray) in them that believe ;” 
a passage which illustrates v. 12, 6 Adyos Tov 
Gcod...evepyis. 

2. The word rendered * mixed” is twice 
used by Greek poets in a manner which illus- 
trates its use here, 

Ilevia 0€ cvyxpabeioa OvoaeBet rpóro. 

(Soph. * Fr.' 681.) 

THv To) Aóyov pev Óvvapuv ovK émidOovor, 
70e. 06 xpgorQ cvykekpapévnv, €xyew. 

(Menander, ap. Stob. XLv. 8.) 

Both passages speak of something entering 


into combination with a man's moral cha- 
racter, and being thereby modified in its 
action. : 

Instead of the received reading, ewvyxekpa- 
pévos (supported by the Peshito and Itala), 
the great majority of MSS. (including A, 
B, C, D, but zot N) have evykexpapévovs 
Or ovykexepacpévous (‘because they were 
not mingled by faith with those who heard 
it"). This variation has the support of the 
Coptic, Athiopic, and Armenian versions ; 
and of Irenæus, Theodorus, Chrys, and 
Theodoret. Yet it is rejected by Tischendorf, 
De Wette, Liinemann, Delitzsch, Moll, 
Riehm, and others, The usage of the verb 
(see above) and the whole tenor of the con- 
text conspire to show that the Received Text 
is correct. 

12. For the reference of the clause appav 
re kal vey to the spinal vertebre, cp. Hom, 
‘11.’ xx, 483. For a metaphorical application 
of the word pvedds see Eurip. * Hipp.’ 255 
(kal p) rpós ákpov puedov Nrvxtjs)- 





CHAPTER V. 
1 The authority amd honour of our Saviour's 
priesthood. 11 Negligence in the knowledge 
thereof ts reproved. 





CHAP. V. The subject introduced in iv. 
14—16,—our Lord's qualification for acting 
as our High-priest,—is now more formally 
discussed. ‘The idea embodied in the high- 
priest of Israel was that of one who was (1) 
empowered by God (2) to represent the people 
in their relation to Himself, and to make 
atonement for their sins ; but who (3) in spite 
of this elevation was fitted for dealing gently 
with them that went astray, because he him- 


OR every high priest taken from 
among men is ordained for men 
in things pertaining to God, that he 


self was ‘‘encompassed with infirmities.” 
This whole idea, which is set forth in vv. 
r—4, was perfectly realized in Jesus. He 
was appointed by God (vv. 5, 6); He passed 
through the deepest experience of human 
suffering (vv. 7, 8); He was constituted the 
“author of eternal salvation to all that obey 
Him” (v. 9). The particular way in which 
this “ salvation” was effected (corresponding 
to the * offering for sins” of v. 3) is explained 


pcan 
onab 


with, 


v. 2—7.] 


may offer both gifts and sacrifices 
for sins: 

2 Who !can have compassion on 
the ignorant, and on them that are 
out of the way ; for that he himself 
also is compassed with infirmity. 

3 And by reason hereof he ought, 
as for the people, so also for himself, 
to offer for sins. 

4 And no man taketh this honour 


ly 





in chh. viii—x; after ch. vii has first exhibited 
the superiority of Christ’s priesthood to that 
of Aaron. 


l. every high priest] under the Law; 
—Aaron and his descendants (viii. 3). 

taken| Rather, being taken. This is 
the first point to which attention is called ;—he 
is taken from among men. 'The command 
given to Moses was: “Take thou unto thee 
Aaron, thy brother.. from among the children 
of Israel” (Exod. xxviii. x). Cp. vii. 28. 

ordained for men] Or, ‘appointed on 
the behalf of men ;” to represent them in their 
relation to God (cp. ii. 17). This representa- 
tive character of the high-priest was signified 
by the twelve precious stones upon the breast- 
plate, and by the names engraven on the 
shoulder-pieces of the ephod (Exod. xxviii. 
I2, 21). 

gifts] The word is used of oblations in 
general; so that it includes burnt-offerings 
(Lev. i. 2, 3), meal-offerings (ib. ii. 1, 4), and 
peace-offerings (ib. ili, 1, 2): comp. ch. viii. 
3, ix. 9. Here, in contrast with ‘‘sacrifi- 
ces,” it may be taken to denote the meal- 
offerings and incense. 


2. have compassion on] “deal gently (or, 
forbearingly) with.” Standing before God, 
he admits the full demerit of his and the 
people’s sins;—in his dealings with man, he 
is ready to make all reasonable allowance for 
those who are in ignorance or error. 
The sin-offering of the Law was for those 
who sinned “through ignorance,” from in- 
advertence or under a misapprehension (Lev. 
iv. 2, v. 17). The “erring” are those who 
have ‘‘gone. astray” from God's ways (Ps. 
cxix. 176), yet not deliberately;—not as 
‘‘heart-wanderers” (Ps. xcv. 1o). 

Obs. ‘The first intercession offered by the 
great High-priest was for those who *knew 
not what they did" (Luke xxiii. 34; cp. Acts 
Grete; XC0r. 35 8: x Lim. i T3). 

compassed |—as with bonds ( Acts xxviii. 20). 
Underneath the gorgeous robes of office there 
were still the galling chains of the flesh. 


8. At the end of v. 2 there should be only 
a comma ;—for that he also is compassed with 
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unto himself, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron. 

5 So also Christ glorified not him- 
self to be made an high priest; but 
he that said unto him, Thou art my 
Son, to day have I begotten thee. 

6 As he saith also in another place, 
Thou art a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec. T 

7 Who in the days of his flesh, 








infirmity, and because thereof is required, 
on the Day of Atonement (Lev. xvi. 6—14), 
first of all to make atonement for his own sins. 


4. honour] Or, ‘‘office.” The words, “to 
himself,” are emphatic;—amounting to, «by 
his own act;” as a thing to which he has. a 
personal claim: (see Note below). 

but be that is...] or (according to a better 
reading), but (only) when he is called dy 
God. 


5. Christ] ‘the Christ” (as in iii. 14). 
He who, at His baptism, was ‘‘anointed with 
the Holy Ghost” (Acts x. 38) and declared 
to be the Son of God, did not ‘glorify Him- 
self,” nor ascend at once out of the waters of 
Jordan to heavenly glory. No: He awaited 
His Father’s will; which was, that He should 
be consecrated to His Royal Priesthood 
“through sufferings” (ii. 1o). 

but be] Rather, but He (glorified Him). 
Cp. John vii. 54: * It is My Father that 
glorifieth me.” See also John xvii r, 5; 
Acts lii. 13. 


6. As] Rather, Even as:—bringing into 
parallelism (as Delitzsch observes) *those two 
unique utterances of the Psalter;’ ‘Thou art 
My Son,” and, “Thou art a Priest for ever.” 

When Jesus rose **the first-begotten from 
the dead” (cp. on i. 5), He was fully consti- 
tuted the high-priestly administrator of ‘the 
everlasting covenant" (see on xiii. 20). 
When He ascended to God's right hand, He 
clothed Himself **with honour and majesty ” 
(cp. on ii. xo), and entered upon His adminis- 
tration. 

order] Or, “style.” The word must not be 
thought of as referring to an ‘order” of 
priesthood. On the contrary, it was an im- 
portant element in the ‘‘style” of Melchizedek, 
that he had neither predecessor, assistant, nor 
successor; but stood absolutely alone. 


7. Who] ‘The construction of vv. 7, 8 
is in strictness, “Wo, in the days of His 
flesh,...Son though He was, yet learned obedi- 
ence,” 

his fesh] He had taken part in flesh (ii. 
14) that He might be capable of suffering. 
CPAT Petalvae, 


D2 


Ld 


52 


I Or, for 
his piety. 
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when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and was heard 'in 
that he feared ; 


[v. 8, 9. 


8 Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things 
which he suffered ; 

g And being made perfect, he 


became the author of eternal sal- 








when be had...) Rather, having with 
strong crying and tears offered up en- 
treaties and supplications (cp. Sirach xxxvi. 
17, li. 9—12) unto Him that was able to save 
Him from death, and having been heard, &c. 
By that gracious answer He was taught to 
practise obedience, even when it seemed to de- 
mand more than human nature could perform. 
 effered up| The word has the sense of 
sacrificial offering in vv. 1, 3 (cp. ix. 9, 14, X. 
12, Xi. 4). It probably has that sense here 
too; see Obs. 1, below. 

crying] as of one in extremity, crying for 
help (Job xxxiv. 28, Ps. xviii, 8, Jonah ii. 3, 
LXX). Such was the cry of Jesus, when “ being 
in an agony, He prayed the more earnestly " 
(Luke xxii. 44). “Tears” are not actually 
mentioned in the Gospel narrative; but could 
scarcely havebeen absent in that nightof agony ; 
—the antitype of Jacob’s night of ^ wrest- 
ling," when “he wept and made supplication” 
(Hos. xii. 4), and “prevailed.” 

able to save him from death] ‘This was ex- 
pressed in His prayer: “Abba, father, all 
things are possible unto Thee; take away this 
cup from Me: nevertheless, not what I will, 
but what Thou wilt.” ‘The “cup” was that 
bitter potion which He ‘‘tasted for every 
man" (ii. 9); a death not merely of shame 
and torture, but one in which the horror of 
the innumerable sins of men pressed upon 
Him as **a burden too heavy to bear;" while 
all the «power of darkness" assaulted His 
human soul, and the sense of God's presence 
was withdrawn from His spirit. That appall- 
ing ordeal was viewed by the Son of Man 
with natural apprehension. Nature cannot 
anticipate coming anguish without dread. A 
holy nature could not but shrink back from 
the prospect of suffering an obscuration of the 
light of God's countenance. Under that feel- 
ing of boly, filial, fear, Jesus prayed to Him 
who was able (cp. Dan. iii. 17), if He saw 
fit, to “save Him from that hour" (John 
xii. 27; both the verb and the preposition are 
the same): but He did so with entire submis- 
sion to His Father’s will. And although (in 
the infinitude of Divine love) the Father ** with- 
held not His own Son” from death, yet, in 
answer to His prayer, He relieved Him from 
that apprehension. 

heard in that he feared] Rather, heard to 
the removing of his fear (see below); so 
that the fear departed, and He went forth, 
“knowing all things that should come upon 
Him” (John xviii, ro), and endured all, not 
only with entire obedience, but with unclouded 


hopefulness (xii. 2). The answer to His prayer 
was made, partly in that ‘‘an angel appeared 
from heaven, strengthening Him” (Luke xxii. 
43; Cp. Isai. xli. ro, xlii. 6), but chiefly in 
that He was enabled to ‘‘set His face like a 
flint" throughout His actual sufferings. 

Obs. 1. ‘The “fear” here spoken of illus- 
trates the statement that our High-priest was 
“tempted in all points” in a manner corre- 
sponding to our temptations; so that He can 
“sympathize with our infirmities” (iv. 15). 
He, indeed, remained “without sin," so that 
He had no need to offer ‘for sins of His 
own” (v. 3, vii. 27). But this “supplication,” 
which Jesus offered up, may be looked upon 
as analogous to that first act of the high- 
priest on the Day of Atonement. It was the 
act by which He was definitively qualified to 
stand forward as High-priest to **make atone- 
ment for the sins of the people." ‘That per- 
fect resignation of Himself to His Father's 
will, amidst * strong crying and tears" (as 
though He were an agonizing victim), was 
rewarded by deliverance from the weakness 
which belonged to His innocent humanity. 
After that, He went forward to be the **pro- 
pitiation” for the sins of the world with un- 
wavering self-devction. 

Obs. 2. ‘This experience especially fitted 
Him to comfort those, who (without servile 
fear of death, from which they are delivered, 
ii. r4, rg) might shrink from the hour of 
nature’s dissolution, or (still more) from the 
prospect of martyrdom. 


8. Though he were a Son] Rather, ‘Son 
though He was;”—on two occasions declared 
by a voice from heaven to be God's **beloved 
Son, in whom” He was ‘‘well-pleased” (Matt. 
iii. 17, xvii. 5). Between Him and the Father 
was uninterrupted identity of will; but, in 
order that He might be qualified as man for 
the high-priesthood of humanity, He ‘‘learn- 
ed” to practise * obedience,” even ‘obedience 
unto death” (Phil. ii, 8).—Something may be 
learnt as to what was involved in Christ's obe- 
dience from a consideration of Matt. xxvi. 
53; ‘*Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
to My Father, and He shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels?" 


9. being made perfect|—so that in Him, 
“the First-born,” the Divine ideal of humanity 
was completely realized (cp. on ii. ro). Thus 
“perfected,” He was qualified to stand as 
Second Head of our race, the author of 
“ eternal salvation” (Isai. xlv. 17),—the one 
meritorious and efficient cause of salvation 


v. Ir0—14.] 
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vation unto all them that obey 
him ; 


53 


principles of the oracles of God ; and 
are become such as have need of milk, 

10 Called of God an high priest and not of strong meat. 
after the order of Melchisedec. 13 For every one that useth milk 

11 Of whom we have many things + is unskilful in the word of fighte t Gr 2224 
to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ousness : for he is a babe. ence er 
ye are dull of hearing. 14 But strong meat belongeth to 

12 For when for the time ye ought them that are ! of full age, even those ! Or, Zer- 
to be teachers, ye have need that one who by reason "of use have their senses 4s, of a» 


teach you again which be the first exercised to discern both good and evil. Cee 





(Acts iv. 12),—“‘to all them that obey Him,” 
submitting themselves to Him with entireness 
of faith, and following His commands, even 
as He obeyed the Father. Cp. John xii. 26. 


10. Called...] Rather, addressed by God 
as High-priest. This is closely connected 
in thought with the ‘eternal salvation,” that 
precedes. **Salvation "is thecorrelate of ‘‘right- 
eousness.” ‘To secure our *'eternal salva- 
tion," we have a High-priest, who not only 
by His sacrifice for sin fulfilled the typical 
requirements of the Aaronic high-priesthood, 
but who is also “a high-priest after the style 
of Melchizedek (the King of Righteousness)". 
Cp. Isai. li. 6, 8; Dan. ix. 24. 


11. Ofwhom] Rather, Concerning whom; 
that is, concerning Christ, viewed as the eter- 
nal High-priest (cp. vi. 1). Or, ‘Concerning 
which." 

many tbings...] More nearly: «much to 

, Say, and that not easily expounded in words,” 
—in such words as were on a level with their 
state of intelligence, 

ye are] Rather, ye are become (as in v. 
12); implying that they had not always been so. 

dull of | Or, “sluggish in” (cp. vi. 12). 
The words of Christ, which once had pos- 
sessed so deep an interest for them, now fell 
on listless and inattentive ears. He ze//; them 
this, that he may rouse them out of their torpor. 
Moses had done the like in Deut. xxix. 4. 


12. when for the time...| Rather, ‘‘where- 
as by this time (/it. on the score of time) 
ye ought to be even teachers, ye again have 
need (x Thess. iv. 9) that one teach you what 
the first rudiments (in Gal. iv. 9, *'ele- 
ments") of the oracles of God are;"—what 
they amount to, what they involve (as in Acts 
xvii. 19, ‘‘avhat this doctrine is”). They had 
fallen back, it would seem, upon a naked lite- 
ral view of the meaning of Scripture, and 
looked on Christianity as little more than a 
supplement to the Legal Dispensation; not 
as the fruit, on the appearance of which the 
blossom passes away. 

the oracles of God] His express utterances 
recorded in Holy Scripture (Rom. iii. 2; Acts 
vii. 38). Such divine words must needs have 
a profound significancy. 


strong meat] Rather, solid food. ‘The 
same distinction is drawn in 1 Cor. iii. r, 2. 
The meaning of the figure there is explained 
by a comparison of ii. 6, **we speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect” (the word 
which here in v. 14 is rendered, «of full 
age"): this wisdom being such that to the 
**natural" man it was foolishness, because he 
could not *'discern" it (ib. x5, 14). 


13. For] This introduces (not a proof 
that the thing asserted in v. 12 was true, but) 
a development of what avas implied in the 
figurative language just used. What had been 
a metaphor now becomes, in effect, an allegory. 
For every one ibat is fed on milk under- 
standeth not that which. is spoken 
about righteousness; he is not capable of 
perceiving the nature of right and wrong; 
jor be is an infant; whose moral sense has 
not yet been called into exercise. 

The application (which is not given) is ob- 
vious. As an infant is swayed, not by con- 
science, but chiefly by the gestures, looks, and 
voices of those who are in charge of it, so 
those who are in an infantile state as regards 
religious attainments are chiefly moved by 
rites and ceremonies and positive enactments. 
On the other hand, as they whose moral 
nature is matured are guided by their own 
quick perception of “good and evil,” so per- 
sons of ripened Christian intelligence habitu- 
ally strive after that ‘‘righteousness of God” 
(Rom. x. 3, Phil. iii. 9) which the ‘ High- 
priest after the order of the King of Righteous- 
ness” has to bestow. 


14. But...] Rather, But solid food be- 
longeth to men of ripe age. ‘The last term 
(generally rendered ‘‘ perfect”) is one which 
readily lends itself to the allegory; being the 
word used in Phil. ili. 12, 16 of such as have 
attained to true ‘‘ righteousness.” 

of use] Rather, of habit:—the only place 
where the word is found in the New Testament. 
Its occurrence here is in keeping with the 
ethical character which we have assigned to 
the illustration, 

senses| ‘Their faculties of perception; as 
we speak of a moral sense (cp. Phil. 1. 9). 

exercised] O1, “fully trained” (xii. 11). 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. V. 4, 7) 13: 


4. Schóttgen quotes (from the Bammidbar 
Rabba): “Moses said to Korah,...I[f Aaron 


took this office to himself anyyd).” 


7. The literal rendering is that which is 
given inthe Ita/a: *exauditus a metu,”—“‘ heard 
from fear.” The preposition is the same as 
in xi. 34, ‘‘ They were strengthened from (or, 
to the removal of) weakness;” and in x. 22, 
* having our hearts sprinkled from (to the 
removal of) an evil conscience.” We have a 
strikingly similar use of eicaxovo in Aquila’s 
version of Ps. xxii. 21, ‘‘From the horns of 
the wild-oxen Thou heardest me.” Indeed, in 
Ps. liv. 16 the LXX. actually use this verb 
eloaxove for yt (which Hebrew word oc- 
curs in Ps. xxii. 21 a), “I cried unto the Lord, 
and He saved (LXX. heard) me.” (Cp. 
Job xxxv. 12.) The noun e/Aafeía is used by 
Josephus (*Ant.' xr. 6), where he speaks of 
Artaxerxes laying his sceptre on Esther's neck, 
and so releasing her from ber fear; that fear 
being a vivid apprebension of the danger which 
she incurred deliberately out of love for ber 
kinsfolk, that she might save them by ber 
intercession from the doom which had already 
gone forth against them. 


The use of e/AaBeía here by Josephus is 
the more remarkable, as a Jewish comment 
(Megillah, f. 15) represents Esther to have 
cried ** Save me from the lion’s mouth:” (cp. 
in the Septuagintal addition, Esther iv. 17, 
évdimiov Tov Aéovros). 

On this view, then, the expression has a 
full justification. On the other hand, there 
appears to be no instance given in which aro 
indicates the ground,—the procuring or meri- 
torious cause,—on account of which a person 
bas something done to bim by another (passages 
like Matt. xxviii. 4, Luke xxii. 45, not being 
in point). j 


13. In considering the precise meaning of 
this verse, we should observe that there are 
such compounds as dzeipókaXos and dmsipóra- 
kos. ‘This appears to suggest that the Aóyov 
Scxacoovvns; which follows ümetpos in v. I3, is 
to be referred to the same order of things as 
the xadod re kai Kaxov Of v. 14; in other 
words, that it must be taken immediately in 
its ethical, not its theological, application. The 
drift of the allegory was made sufficiently 
plain by v. r2 and vi, I. 


Jet us go on unto perfection; not 


CHAPTER VI. 
1 He exhorteth not to fall back from the faith, 
11 but to be stedfast, 12 diligent, and patient 
to wait upon God, a because God is most 


1 Or, the Dora aes 

hod oF sure in his promise. i ; 
the begin- HEREFORE leaving the prin- 
Cae ciples of the doctrine of Christ, 


laying again the foundation of re- 
pentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, 

2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, 
and of laying on of hands, and of re- 





CHAP. VI. The word ‘ perfection” in 
v. x shews how closely this chapter coheres 
with the preceding. The warning is extremely 
solemn. To bea child is one thing; to sink 
back from the intelligence of manhood into 
childish imbecility is another. Israel under 
the Law was in a state of childhood (Gal. iv. 
1, 3): but Christians have put away ‘‘childish 
things.” For them to return to the “weak 
and beggarly elements" of Judaism (Gal. iv. 
9) were to “fall from grace” (ib. v. 4; cp. ch. 
xii. 15). 

Obs. The tendencies, which are here re- 
proved, took shape, at a later period, in the 
Ebionite sects;—the name (which signifies, 
* beggarly ") being given them in allusion to 
the meagreness of their theological teaching. 


1. leaving] Asa builder /eaves the foun- 
dation, when it is once well laid; not perpetu- 
ally disturbing and re-laying it, but advancing 
to the superstructure, for which the founda- 
tion was laid. 

the principles of...| Lit. “the word of the 
beginning (ch. v. 12) of Christ;"—comprising 
the elementary truths which were preached 
during our Lord's earthly ministry, before He 


had suffered, risen, ascended, and sent down 
the Holy Spirit. 

let us go on] Rather, let us press on. 
He speaks inclusively, of himself and his 
readers (as in ii. x, 3, iV. I, II, I4). 

perfection] “ripeness” of spiritual character 
(in Col. iii. 14, ‘‘perfectness’’). 

the foundation of | ‘This “of” indicates the 
materials, of which the foundation was com- 
posed. ‘These are of a threefold character :— 
(1) Two inward acts, which were requisite 
for admission to Covenant relations; (2) In- 
struction concerning two ecclesiastical acts, 
by which the privileges of the Covenant state 
were conferred; (3) Instruction concerning 
two Divine acts, by which the promises and 
threatenings of the Covenant will be at last 
carried into effect. 

repentance...and...faitb] At the very com- 
mencement of His preaching the words of 
Jesus were, ** Repent ye, and believe the Gos- 
pel" (Mark i. 13). 

dead works] works not quickened by the 
love of God; tainted with selfishness, which is 
spiritual death (comp. ix. 14; Eph. v. 14). 

toward God| Rather, *in God;” (same 
preposition as in Rom. iv. 5, Acts ix. 42). 


v. 3—6.] 


surrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment. 

3 And this will we do, if God per- 
mit. 

4 For it is impossible for those 
who were once enlightened, and have 


HEBREWS. VI. 


tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 

5 And have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, 


6 If they shall fall away, to re- 





2. Of the doctrine...] Rather, *of teach- 
ing concerning baptisms and the laying 
on of hands, and the...and the;” so that 
‘“‘teaching” may refer to all that follows in 
the verse. 

baptisms] It would be needful to distin- 
guish the Legal ‘‘washings” (ix. ro; cp. 
Mark vii. 4) and the Jewish baptism of prose- 
lytes, as well as John's baptism, from baptism 
into the Triune Name. Comp. Acts xix. 3—5; 
where also mention is made of «laying on of 
hands” (v. 6; see also viii. 17). By baptism 
a man was incorporated into Christ's Body, 
the Church. By “laying on of hands" he 
was consecrated to his individual office as a 
member of the Body.—On the ancient *lay- 
ing on of hands,” cp. Gen. xlviii. 14; Num. 
xxvii. 18. 

resurrection... judgment] Both of them ex- 
tending to all mankind (Acts xvii. 3r, xxiv. 
15). The judgment is ‘‘eternal,” because its 
consequences are so (cp. *eternal redemp- 
tion," ix. r2). 

All the points which are here enumerated 
had their place also in the Elder Dispensation. 
‘There was a danger lest the Hebrew Chris- 
tian should be satisfied with recurring to these 
fundamental points to the neglect of all higher, 
distinctively evangelical, teaching. 


3. this] ‘The pressing on to perfection. 
He undertakes, for himself and them, to press 
forward, “if only (iii. 14) God permit” 
(x Cor. xvi. 7), by prolonging to them their 
day of grace. 


4. The solemn “if only" of v. 3 is here 
commented on. ‘There may be cases, in which 
men have sinned so fearfully against the light, 
that God withdraws His grace from them. 

Jor those) Rather, as regards those. 
The actual construction of vv. 4—6 appears 
to be: “It is impossible to renew again unto 
repentance those who have been once..." But 
it is desirable on many grounds to follow the 
order of the Greek; especially as the condi- 
tional clause at the beginning of v. 6 and the 
explanatory clause at the end would otherwise 
be deprived of their force. 

were...| Rather, have been...Pave tasted 
...have been made. 

once] ‘That is, ‘‘once for all;" already 
suggesting why it is impossible" to renew 
them. For men, who have received ‘‘the light 
(or, illumination) of the glorious gospel of 
Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 4), and have “fallen 


away" from it, in hatred of the light, there 
Boe no other source of illumination (cp. x. 
26). . 
enlightened] See x. 32 (“illuminated”), 
Eph. i. 18 (cp. iii. 9, v. 14). Compare Acts 
xxvi. 18, x Pet. ii. 9. 

'The four clauses which follow are to be 
taken as an expansion of the first; showing 
what was involved in the “enlightening” there 
spoken of. 

the heavenly gift] Probably, that special 
gift of the Holy Spirit which was “sent down 
from heaven” (x Pet. i. 12) upon the A- 
postles on the day of Pentecost. Cp. Acts ii. 
38. Of that special gift many thousands of the 
Jewish Christians had "tasted." ‘They were, 
also, **partakers (cp. iii. 1, 14) of the Holy 
Spirit,” as the Sanctifier of the whole Body of 
the Church. 


5. tasted] Slightly different, in construc- 
tion and in meaning, from the ‘tasted of” 
in v. 4. They tasted of that special Apostolic 
gift: they tasted how good the “word of 
God” (Rom. x. 17) was, For the expression 
"good word," see Josh. xxi. 45; Jer. xxix. 
Io, xxxiii. 14. (Cp. 1 Pet. ii. 3.) 

world to come] Not the same words as in 
ii. ; :—lit. “the coming age" (Isai, ix. 6, LX X). 
In the supernatural endowments of the early 
Church, the influences of the invisible (and 
as yet future) avorld might be said to have 
penetrated into this present visible system. 


6. If they shall fall away] Rather, and 
(yet) have fallen away; as revolters or 
deserters (see Ezek. xiv. 13, LX X... 

to renew them again) God had “sent 
forth His Spirit” with new creative power, 
and had “renewed the face of the earth” 
(Ps. civ. 30; cp. vv. 7, 8, below). If any 
‘did despite to that Spirit of grace" (x. 29), 
there was zo other means of spiritual renewal 
possible. God’s ministers can only work in 
harmony with the arrangements of the Gospel 
Economy. Jesus is ‘‘exalted...to give repent- 
ance and remission of sins” (Acts v. 31); if 
any turn away from Him, man is powerless to 
renew them. It is plain that this in no way 
justified the Montanists and Novatians in re- 
fusing to receive penitents back into the Church. 
The fact of their repentance proved, that such 
were not of those for whom renewal and re- 
pentance had become impossible. They no 
longer **put Christ to open shame." 

to themselves] so far as they are concerned, 


1 Or, for. 
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new them again unto repentance ; see- 
ing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put bim to 
an open shame. 

7 For the earth which drinketh 
in the rain that cometh oft upon it, 
and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
them ! by whom it is dressed, receiv- 
eth blessing from God : 

8 But that which beareth thorns 
and briers is rejected, and zs nigh 





ratifying by their own act and deed what the 
Jews had done when they crucified Him. 
Jesus had been condemned because He de- 
clared Himself to be the Son of God. If any 
fell back to the level of Judaism, what did 
they, in effect, but assert that Jesus had been 
justly condemned ? 

to an open shame] as a blasphemer (Matt. 
xxvi, 65). 


' "v. The whole of the preceding passage 
wears the appearance of a warning addressed 
to a community. ‘The privileges insisted upon 
in vv. 4, 5 are such as belonged to the Church 
generally, rather than specially to individuals. 
This impression is strongly confirmed by the 
allegory which now follows (for that it 7s an 
allegory, the use which is here made of the 
terms “blessing” and “cursing” shows; cp. 
Dent xz. I, 19): 

For] Itis impossible to ranew such ; For, 
consider what is the law of God's spiritual 
husbandry (1 Cor. iii. 9), as it is set forth in 
the Old Testament (Isai. v. 1—6, 24; Cp. 
Deut. xxix. 23). 

the earth] Rather, the land (cp. Deut. 
xxviii. 8, 12). 

drinketh in) Rather, hath drunk in 
(cp. Deut. xi. rr). 

the rain] Comp. Isai. v. 6, Ezek. xxxiv. 
26:—analogous to the “heavenly gift” of v. 4. 

herbs] Or, “herbage.” ‘In Exod. ix. 22, 25, 
the word includes wheat, barley, and flax. 

by whom...| Rather, on whose account 
(i. 14), indeed, it is tilled. As of old so 
much loving toil was bestowed upon Israel, 
not for its own aggrandisement, but in order 
that all nations might be blessed through it ; 
so now the Hebrew Church at Jerusalem had 
received that “ gracious rain" (Ps. lxviii. 9) 
of Pentecostal gifts with the like intent. If it 
brought forth abundant harvests, from which 
the bread of life might be communicated to a 
famishing world, it would be itself richly 
rewarded; such land “‘is a partaker (cp. 
ch. xii. 1o, 2 Tim. ii. 6) of blessing from God” 
(Ps. xxiv. 5). This can scarcely be under- 
stood, unless we take the passage allegorically. 
As long as Israel had remained true to its 
national vocation, it had enjoyed its own share 


[v. 7—10 


unto cursing; whose end 7s to be 
burned. 

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus 
speak. 

10 For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of love, 
which ye have shewed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister. 


of Divine blessing (cp. Deut. xxviii, 8). So 
would it be with the Hebrew Church, ¿f it 
diligently bearkened to tbe voice of the Lord its 
God (Deut. xxviii. 4, 2). 


8. that which bearetb...] Rather, if it bear 
thorns and briers (Isai. v. 6; Prov. xxiv. 30, 
31), it is rejected; or, ** reprobate” (Jer. vi. 


30). 

whose end] If that end be not averted by 
timely reformation (comp. Jer. v. 31; Ezek. 
vii. 3). 

to be burned] As a consequence of the 
judicial curse (Deut. xxix. 20—23)- 


9. better things] Lit. “the better things; " 
the better of the two alternatives just described 
in v. 7; namely, fruitfulness rewarded by 
blessing. 

accompany] Or, “go along with." Their 
lives were visibly such as harmonized with 
God's invisible plan of salvation. The word 
is used in Ezek. x. 16 of the wheels, which, 
« when the Cherubim went, went along with 
them."—He had already stated (in the verse 
which. immediately preceded this digression, 
ch. v. 9) what the necessary *  accompani- 
ment" of salvation is on man's part: * He 
became the author of eternal salvation 7o all 
them that obey Him.” 


10. He was persuaded that they would 
receive the blessing of salvation; for God was 
not unrighteous, that He should forget, or 
fail to reward, their loving deeds. 

your work...] or, (according to the better 
reading) your work, and the love which ;— 
the words ‘‘labour of’ having come into some 
MSS., doubtless, from 1 Thess. i. 3. Their 
qork, being true and real work, though done 
amidst despondency, should be rewarded 
(Jer. xxxi. 16). The love which they had 
shewed, or manifested (comp. 2 Cor. viii. 
24), in relieving their distressed brethren, He 
would look on as directed towards His Name ; 
claiming what was done to His servants as 
done to Himself (Matt. xxv. 40; Prov. xix. 
17). 
ministered | in relieving their temporal wants 
(2 Cor. viii. 4, ix. 1). : 

the saints] ‘The “holy brethren” (iii. 1) 


v. 11—16.] 


II And we desire that every one 
of you do shew the same diligence to 
the full assurance of hope unto the 
end: 

12 That ye be not slothful, but 
followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made promise to 
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Abraham, because he could swear by 
no greater, he sware by himself, 

14 Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee. 

15 And so, ‘after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 

16 For men verily swear by the 





in Judea (Acts xi. 29) or in Jerusalem itself 
(Rom. xv. 26). 


11. dnd] Rather, But. He had been 
speaking to them as a Church (see on v. 7): 
** But” he wishes that every one of them, indi- 
vidually, should manifest the same diligence 
in works of love, which he had commended in 
them as a community. "That this is the true 
sense of the passage appears from 2 Cor. viii. 
16, “the same earnest care;” the word there 
rendered “earnest care” (cp. 2 Cor, vii. 12, 
** care") being the one for which “ diligence? 
stands in the text. 

to the full assurance] ‘This result (cp. the 
preposition in v. 14, ix. 13, 1 Cor. x. 4) would 
follow of itself. Their benevolent activity, 
if it had no immediate reward, would tend to 
the exercise and strengthening of their hope; 
every deed of disinterested charity being, in 
fact, rewarded with a livelier anticipation of 
what God had in store for them. ‘Thus the 
fruit-bearing soil would have a “blessing 
from God " (v. 7). ‘Cp. 2 Pet. i. 8—rr. 

the full assurance] “the full energy (or, 
development);" comp. x. 22, ‘the full as- 
surance of faith." Of itself the word denotes 
simply the completeness with which the faculty 
produces its own proper fruit (see Additional 
Note). Cp. 1 Pet. i. 13, * hope perfectly.” 

unto the end | iñ. 6, 14 (Rev. ii. 26). This 
refers, not to the “diligence” only, or to the 
"hope" only, but to the whole of what 
precedes, Let their practical charity and their 
religious hope continue acting and re-acting 
upon each other even to the end. 


12. e not] Rather, become not. In 
ch. v. rz he had charged them with being of 
“sluggish” ears. Now that he has roused 
their hearing, he warns them not, at any rate, 
to become “sluggish” in heart. The word 
is the same in both passages, and means 
*torpid," or inert, or insensible; as hearts 
would be, which had lost their ‘first love” 
and, with it, their energy of hope., s 

followers] Rather, ‘‘imitators” (as in 
£ @or-iv> 16,xi. ry 

patience] which enabled them to bear up 
under the burden of Jong-deferred hope. ‘The 
verb is used in v. 15, ‘‘ having patiently en- 
dured.” In x. 36, xii. 1 the word which is 
rendered *' patience," refers rather to the ez- 
durance of pain or suffering (2 Cor. i. 6). 


inberit the promises] The reference would 
seem to be, in part, to their own immediate 
predecessors in the faith (xiii. 7, whose faith 
imitate), but also (as the following verses imply) 
to the saints of former ages. In Acts xxvi. 6 
—8 St Paul speaks of “the promise made to 
the fathers " (unto. which promise the twelve 
tribes so earnestly desired to come) as 
being, tbe resurrection of tbe dead. And in 
Acts xiii. 32, 33, he says, ** We ‘declare unto 
you glad tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled 
the ‘same, in that He hath raised up Jesus 
again.” Of that promised resurrection the 
faithful, as they rest in Paradise, are the 
assured heirs (cp. on xi. 39, xii. 23). 


13. This requirement of “ faith and pa- 
‘tience” in order to an attainment of the pro- 
mises is no new one. For—is it not set forth 
clearly in the history of Abraham? ‘The 
greatest event in his life (which itself occurred 
after forty years of patient waiting) was the 
promise of a future blessing; a blessing to be 
won (as the figurative transaction on Moriah 
showed, cp. xi, 17— 19) through a resurrection 
from the dead. On that:oath— which revealed 
to him “the day of Christ," the fountain of 
blessing (John viii. 56)—Abraham stayed him- 
self in faith and patience; and so, entering into 
rest, he attained the promise (cp. xi. 8, 10, 16). 


14. multiply thee] In Gen. xxii. 17, it is, 
“I will multiply thy seed.” The shortened 
form may involve a reference to Isai. li. 2, 
“ I blessed him, and multiplied him.” 


15. And so] In the strength of that 
promise confirmed by an oath, he went on to 
exhibit the full energy ef hope unto the end. 
The terms of the oath were such as might 
well stimulate hope. t began, For because 
thou hast done this thing ; as much as to say, 
“T am not unrighteous to forget this work of 
thine and the love thou hast sbeaved toward My 
name. ‘Thou hast not withheld thine only 
son from Me; be sure My love shall not fall 
short of thine. I too will not withhold My 
only Son (Rom. viii. 32), but will give Him 
up to death, to bring about the fulfilment of 
My solemn promise, that in thy seed all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

obtained| ‘The word used in ch. xi. 34, 
Rom. xi. 7. Age after age Abraham in Para- 
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greater: and an oath for confirmation 
is to them an end of all strife. 

17 Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his coun- 


+Gr.inter- sel, t confirmed it by an oath: 


posed him- 
self by an 


cath. 


18 That by two immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for God 


'[v. 17—19. 


to lie, we might have a strong con- 
solation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set be- 
fore us: 

19 Which hope we have as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil ; 





dise found the promise advancing, in. its 
various parts, towards completion; and, when 
Christ triumphed over death, he obtained in 
Him the gift of eternal life. 

Obs. This incident of Abraham’s history 
is connected with chh. iii and iv by the 
words, «because thou hast hearkened to My 
voice” (Gen. xxii. 18). 


16. the greater] Rather, that which is 
greater. 

and an oatb...] Rather, and am oath is 
unto them an assured end [lit, an end 
for sure adjustment] of all controversy. 


17. Wherein) Rather, In regard where- 
of; in consideration of the fact that an oath 
puts a stop to all controversy. 

the heirs of promise] Not Abraham and 
Isaac only, but their spiritual seed, who are 
“ heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29). 

immutability] 1n respect of which the 
Covenant with Abraham stands contrasted 
with the Sinaitic (cp. vii. 12, xii. 27). 

counsel] Or, * plan;" the great scheme of 
Redemption (comp. Acts xx. 27). 

confirmed it by an oath| Rather, inter- 
vened as mediator by an oath. The 
two parties to the Covenant of Blessing were 
God and man. How was this Covenant, then, 
to be guaranteed? Where was one to be 
found who could represent the interests of 
each party, and guarantee to each party the 
stability of the Covenant (cp. Note below)? 
Clearly no created being could do this. None 
but God Himself could so act. By His oath 
He undertook thus to mediate. When He 
said, ‘‘ By myself have I sworn," He engaged 
His own holiness and truth to the fulfilment 
of His promises. In appealing to Himself by 
an oath, He, in fact, took on Him the office of 
Mediator; pledging Himself to do all that 
was necessary for giving the Covenant eternal 
validity (xii. 20). If this could be done in 
no other way than by giving His only Son to 
lie on the Altar of Atonement, even this 
should be done. Accordingly ‘‘the oath 
sworn to Abraham" (Lukei. 73) was actually 
made good in the person of ‘Jesus, the 
Mediator of the New Covenant” (xii. 24), 
who “laid hold on the seed of Abraham" 
Gi. 16). After He had sealed the Covenant 
with His blood, it was impossible that any- 


thing could vitiate it. When God raised 
Him from the dead, He in fact declared to 
Him: “In Thee are all the families of the 
earth delivered from the curse, because Thou 
hast hearkened to My voice." 

Obs. x. When Moses ventured to intercede 
on behalf of Israel at Sinai, he took his stand 
upon the oath made to Abraham (Exod. xxxii. 
13). The covenant which he himself had 
mediated had been broken. How, then, could 
he plead for a fulfilment of its conditional 
promises? He could only rest his intercession 
upon God's own mediatorial oath. 

Obs. 2. The stress laid here on God's oath 
prepares the way for the discussion of Ps. cx. 
4 (which has been already referred to at v. 6) 
in the next chapter. Indeed, what is the oath 
in Ps. cx but a renewal, in a more definite 
form, of the oath to Abraham ? 


18. tqwo...things] Two actual facts (cp. 
x. I b, xi. 1 2); the original promise (Gen. 
xii. 3; cp. xviii, 18), and the confirmation of 
it by oath (xxii. 18). 

in which) Or, “in regard to which.” 

consolation] Or, “encouragement ;” incite- 
ment to persevering diligence (in xil. 5, xiii. 
22, '*exhortation"). 

fied for refuge] as to an asylum, Num. 
xxxv. 25, 26 (Grotius), or as storm-tossed 
mariners to a harbour of safe anchorage 
(Bengel, Wordsworth). 

to lay bold upon] ‘Therefore the ‘‘ hope” 
must be something that is not of our originat- 
ing. Yet being “laid hold of” it becomes 
ours; ours to ‘hold fast” (iii. 6), and to 
employ as an anchor. This relation between 
the objective and the subjective in Christian 
hope arises from its very nature, since it is 
the outward object which creates the subjec- 
tive energy (1 Pet. i 3). Yet this hope is 
set before us (xii. 2), as a thing to be attained 
through faith and obedience. 


19. This hope is as an ‘‘anchor of the 
soul,” cast upward into that within tbe veil, 
the heavenly Holy of Holies (see Lev. xvi. 2, 
r2, 15,—1in the rules for the Day of Atone- 
ment); where it finds firm holding in the 
‘immutable counsel,” which forms the basis 
of the ** Mercy-seat.” 

sure and stedfast| Strong in substance and 
tenacious in its hold. 











v. 20—4.] HEBREWS.:VI.IVII. 59 
20 Whither the forerunner is for priest for ever after the order of Mel- 

us entered, even Jesus, made an high | chisedec. 

20. Whither...| Rather, Whither, as fore- an high priest] ‘The discourse has come 
runner, Jesus is for us entered;—as our back to the point from which it diverged in 
** Leader ” (ii. 10) ; and to act for us, or, on. ch. v. 1o; having in the mean time roused the 
our behalf (as in v, I, vii. 25) ; in such sort most earnest attention of the reader. 
that His entrance ensures ours also (x. 19; Jor ewer] In the original these words stand 
John xiv. 2, 3). 1 emphatically at the end of the clause ;—‘‘ having 

made| Rather, having become;—having become high-priest after the order of. Mel- 
at length fulfilled that so long mysterious  chizedek for ever ;”—so striking the key-note 
oracle of Psalm cx. of ch, vii (see vv. 3, 16, 17, 21, 24, 25, 28). 

ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. VI. 11, 17. 

ll. The verb (zAypojopée) occurs in 17. When Josephus (‘ Ant.’ Iv. 6, 7) 
2 Tim. Iv. 5, “make full proof of thy min- speaks of the young Israelites, who engaged 
istry ;” so as to realize the full amount of fruit to marry the Midianite damsels, as “swearing 
which thy ministry should produce (cp. Acts and making God the mediator of what they 
xii. 25, Col. iv. 17, where we have gAspobv undertook to do,” he means that they appealed 
Thy 8.) : and again 1n v. 17, “that by me the to Him as the God of truth and righteous- 
preaching might be fully known;” or, be made ness to maintain the integrity of their covenant, 
known over the whole of its intended field of making Himself its responsible guardian. 
operations. 

CHAPTER VII. a tenth part of all; first being by in- 

1 Christ Yesus is a priest after the order of terpretation King of righteousness, 
Melchisedec, 1x and so, far more excellent and after that also King of Salem, 
than the priests of Aaron’s order. which is, King of peace ; 

OR this Melchisedec, king of 3 Without father, without mother, 
t Gr. uith- 


Salem, priest of the most high ‘without descent, having neither be- $977 


God, who met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings, and 
blessed him; 

2 To whom also Abraham gave 


CHAP. VII. The writer now proceeds to 
unfold the typical significancy of Melchizedek’s 
history. 

(1) He was King and Priest in one; like the 
Messiah of Pss. ii, xlv, cx, and like the 
typical Jozedek of Zech. vi. 13. 

e When Abraham, shortly after God 
had put him in formal possession of Canaan 
(xiii. 14—17), had routed the invaders of the 
land, Melchizedek went forth to meet him, 
and blessed him ;—as the Righteous King of Ps. 
Ixxii is declared to be a fountain of blessing 


(v. 17). ; 

(3) Abraham ackowledged him as God's 
Priest by giving him tithes from all the spoil. 

(4) His name and title are significant ; for 
he was both King of Righteousness, and then 
for the order is important, Isai. xxxiil. 17, 

om. v. 1) * King of Peace” (cp. Ps. Ixxii. 3); 
righteousness and peace being the chief ends 
that were to be attained through a priesthood 
(cp. Rom. iv. 25, v. 1). ^ 

(5) Melchizedek stands in the Scripture 
narrative with no mention of father, mother, 


ginning of days, nor end of life; but ee. 
made like unto the Son of God; 
abideth a priest continually. 

4 Now consider how great this 


or pedigree, of the beginning or end of his 
life ; and the suppression of these details adapts 
him for standing as a type of the Son of God. 


1. For this Melchisedec] ‘The predicate is 
at the end of v. 3, **abideth a priest con- 


` tinually." 


2. Salem...peace] Such is its meaning in 
the name Jerusalem, ** home (or, foundation) 
of peace." If, as is generally agreed (cp. on 
Gen. xiv. 18), Salem and Jerusalem are the 
same city, then (as Mr Dale remarks) the 
mountain, on which Abraham received the 
oath of Blessing from God, was in the district 
over which Melchizedek reigned. 


3. descent] Rather (as in marg.), pedi- 
gree. ‘The Levitical priesthood was strictly 
genealogical (see Ezra ii. 62, 63). 

made like| ‘The sacred narrative regarding 
Melchizedek was so ordered, both in what it 
said and in what it left unsaid, that the his- 
torical picture is singularly fitted to represent 
in typical outline the Son of God. ‘ We 
know of no beginning or end in either case: 


1 Or, gedi- 
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man was, unto whom even the pa- 
triarch Abraham gave the tenth of 
the spoils. 

5 And verily they that are of the 
sons of Levi, who receive the office 
of the priesthood, have a command- 
ment to take tithes of the people ac- 
cording to the law, that is, of their 
brethren, though they come out of 
the loins of Abraham : 

6. But he whose !descent is not 
counted from them received tithes of 
Abraham, and blessed him that had 


the promises. 


[v. 5—11: 


And without all contradiction 
the less is blessed of the better. 

8 And here men that die receive 
tithes; but there he receiveth them, 
of whom it is witnessed that he 
liveth. 

9 And as I may so say, Levi also, 
who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in 
Abraham. 

10 For he was yet in the loins of 
his father, when Melchisedec met him. 

11 If therefore perfection were by 
the Levitical priesthood, (for under it 
the people received the law,) what 








in the one, because none are recorded ; in the 
other, because they do not exist" (Chrys.). 
The death of Aaron, on the contrary, has 
attention called to it in a very pointed manner, 
Num. xx. 23—29. 
continually] Or, ‘‘in perpetuity;" without 
any term to the continuance of his office. 


4. the patriarch] ‘the head of our race.” 
In the original this stands, with marked em- 
phasis, at the end: ** Abraham gave tithe of 
the best of the spoil—(even he), the pa- 
triarch.” This occurrence is commented on 
in the next six verses in the following order: 

(1) vv. 5—7. The Levitical priests re- 
ceived tithes, not from foreigners on the 
ground of an acknowledged superiority, but 
from their brethren on the ground of a com- 
pulsory legal enactment. Abraham, on the 
other hand, paid tithes to Melchizedek, not on 
account of any legal claim, but voluntarily ; 
out of respect for one who was his superior, 
and who had freely bestowed a blessing upon 
him in God's name. 

(2) v.8. The Levitical tithes are paid to 
dying men; Melchizedek is set before us only 
as “ living." 

(3) vv. 9, 1o. In the person of Abraham 
the Levitical priesthood virtually paid tithe to 
Melchisedek. 

On these grounds it is inferred that the 
Melchizedekan style of priesthood (referred 
to in the Psalm) is one which is superior to 
the Aaronic. 


5. they that...| Lit. “those who being of 
the:sons of Levi receive...;” that is, who 
receive the priesthood oz the ground of their 
descent from Levi. ‘The priests had a tenth 
of the Levites’ tithe (Num, xvii. 26). Ulti- 
mately, therefore, it was from “the people.” 

according to the law] By positive enact- 
ment, not because of any personal superiority. 


6. whose descent...] Lit. “that is not 
registered in pedigree from them;” the form 
of expression being chosen to carry the mind 
on to the antitype. 


received] Lit. * hath received." That is 
the position in which he stands before us in 
history. 

blessed...] This is a very distinctive part of 
Melchizedek's action: and what he did in 
words, the Antitype did in reality. ‘Through 
Jesus Christ the blessing of Abraham" has 
* come on the nations” (Gal. iii. 14). The atti- 
tude in which He was last seen by the A postles 
signitied that His work in heaven would be to 
pour out blessings on the faithful (Luke xxiv. 
51): so eliciting ever-renewed benedictions 
from men towards God (Eph. i. 3; 1 Pet. i. 
3) ; even as Melchizedek, after saying ** Blessed 
be Abram,” added “ Blessed be God." 


7. And without all contradiction] Rather, 
But without any controversy. 


8. Bere] In the Levitical system. 

it is witnessed...| He is set before us in the 
Scriptural record simply as /iving ; no mention 
being made of his birth or death. Asin v. 3, 
the features of resemblance presented by the 
type depend on the silence of Scripture. 


9. as I may...| Rather, so to speak. 
Though not literally, yet virtually, he did so. 
The interview with Melchizedek took place 
at least fourteen years before the birth of 
Isaac. 


11. lf therefore] Rather, “If however." 
‘The argument in vv. ;—1ro had only reached 
so far as to prove, that a priesthood of the 
Melchizedekan order must be superior to the 
Levitical. 'The writer proceeds to draw from 
the fact, that Messiah is described in the Psalm 
as a Melchizedekan Priest, yet weightier conse- 
quences. 

(1) vv. 11—14. The prediction of another 
kind of priest implied that the Levitical priest- 
hood was set aside as imperfect, and conse- 
quently that the whole Legal constitution was 
so too. (2) vv. 15—19. This imperfection 
becomes more evident when we consider that 
their consecration rested on mere carnal ordi- 
nances, not, as His did, on the power of an 





v. 12—16.] 


further need was there that another 
priest should rise after the order of 
Melchisedec, and not be called after 
the order of Aaron? 

12 For the priesthood being chang- 
ed, there is made of necessity a change 
also of the law. 

13 For he of whom these things 
are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, 
of which no man gave attendance at 
the altar. 


HEBREWS. VII, 


I4. For it is evident that our Lord 
sprang out of Juda; of which tribe 
Moses spake nothing concerning priest- 
hood. 

15 And it is yet far more evident: 
for that after the similitude of 
Melchisedec there ariseth another 
priest, 

16 Who is made, not after the 
law of a carnal commandment, but 
after the power of an endless life. 





endless life. (3) vv. 20—22. The superiority 
of Christ’s priesthood appears from the fact 
that He was constituted Priest (as the Abra- 
hamic covenant itself was constituted, vi. 
13—17) by a Divine oath. (4) vv. 23—25. 
In consequence of this He retains His priest- 
hood in unbroken continuity ; always able and 
ready to save. 

perfection] ‘The restoration of man from his 
present fallen condition to a state of fitness 
for communion with God (v. r9, ix. 9, X. I, 
2, I4). Cp. on ii. ro. 

for under it... | The parenthesis emphasizes 
the term “ Levitical priesthood.” If, how- 
ever, there had been perfection by means 
of the Levitical priesthood (as might have been 
expected, for under ıt the people received its 
legal constitution). When Moses ascended 
Sinai he at once received instructions to pre- 
pare a tabernacle and to ordain the priesthood. 
. Then, and not before, God promised to dwell 
among Israel as His people (Exod. xxix. 45). 

that another...) Rather, that a priest 
should arise of a different kind, after 
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after 
the order of Aaron. 


12. Surely he would have been designated 
tt after the order of Aaron:”—For, if the 
priesthood be changed, the consequence can 
be nothing less than a change of the Law; 
which was established on the supposition of 
that priesthood's being in existence. To 
remove Aaron from standing before God was 
to remove Israel (whom he represented, see 
on ch. v. 1) from the position which it held 
under the Law, as God’s people. 

The writer leaves the argument in its hypo- 
thetical form, but goes on to enforce the 
statement that the Person addressed in Ps. cx 
did not belong to the tribe of Levi. 


13. be of whom] It was admitted by the 
Jews that their Messiah (addressed in Ps. cx) 
was to be the Son of David (Matt. xxii. 42). 
But the reference here is to Him whom the 
Hebrew Christians confessed to be Messiah : 
for, instead of ‘‘pertaineth to,” we should 
translate, is a member of (lit. “hath taken 
part in;” cp. ii. 14). 


another tribe] Rather, a different tribe. 
gave| Rather, hath given. 


14. evident] Rather, manifest; as a 
matter of fact (cp. Rom. i. 3; Rev. v. 5). 
The Gospels of St Matthew and St Luke 
were, probably, both of them at this time in 
circulation. 

sprang| ‘The figure is taken from a plant 
(comp. Ezek. xxix. 21, “bud forth”), ‘The 
derived noun is used in Jer. xxiii. 5; Zech. vi. 
I2, 13 (“the Branch”); the latter of which 
passages is closely related to Ps. cx. 

of which| Rather, in regard to which. 
Many authorities instead of ‘‘ priesthood” have 
“priests.” The crime which filled up Judah’s 
iniquity, and ushered in the sentence of judi- 
cial hardening upon it (Isai. vi. 1—11), was 
King Uzziah’s assumption of priestly functions. 


15. it is yet...] Or, “‘yet more abundant- 
ly is it evident;”—namely, the imperfection of 
the Levitical priesthood and its consequent 
abrogation, In wv. 11—14 the argument had 
rested upon the simple fact that Messiah was 
not to be of Aaron’s line. In what now fol- 
lows the inference is drawn from the eternal 
duration of His priesthood. 

for that| Lit. “if;”—if. (as is the case): 
nearly as in Acts xxvi. 23. 

another] **a different." 


18. a carnal commandment| 'The rites used 
at Aaron's consecration were of an outward 
kind; bathing, offering the flesh of animals, 
touching his right ear, hand, and foot with 
blood, placing the fat and bread in his hands. 
Those “carnal ordinances" (ix. 10) could have 
no intrinsic value. They were performed 
simply because they were enjoined (see Lev. 
viii with its oft-repeated, *as the Lord còm- 
manded "). 

power] ‘The word is used twice in refer- 
ence to the Eternal Priest in Ps. cx. In virtue 
of it, (1) He triumphs over all enemies (v. 2), 
—even over the last enemy of all, Death; 
(2) He draws to Himself a holy and devoted 
people; pure, bright, and numerous as the 
morning dew (v. 3). 

endless] Rather, indissoluble. It is 
only natural that a time should come, when a 


Y Or, 2uz 


it was the 


bringing 
in. 
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17 For he testifieth, Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chisedec. 

18 For there is verily a disannul- 
ling of the commandment going be- 
fore for the weakness and unprofit- 
ableness thereof. 

I9 For the law made nothing per- 
fect, ! but the bringing in of a better 
hope did; by the which we draw nigh 
unto God. 

20 And inasmuch as not without 
an oath he was made priest: 

21 (For those priests were made 





system of positive institutions should be dis- 
solved. Not so with regard to the living, 
life-giving, energy conferred on the Eternal 
Priest; which was manifested first of all in His 
resurrection from the tomb (cp. Rev. i. 18; 
John v. 26, xvii. 2). 


17. be testifieth| Or, according to another 
reading, ‘‘it is testified of him." 


18,19. ‘The rendering of these verses needs 
to be entirely recast. For there taketh 
place, onthe one hand, a disannulling 
of the previous commandment, because 
of its weakness and unprofitableness 
(for the Law made nothing perfect), 
and, on the other, the bringing in of 
a better hope; by the which...” ‘The office 
of the Levitical priesthood was only to pioneer 
the way for the coming of the true Priest. 
It was ‘weak;” leaving men ‘ without 
strength” to contend with sin and death 
(Rom. v. 6). It was ‘‘unprofitable;” rather 
burdening, than easing, the conscience. 

better] higher and nobler (cp. i. 4, viii. 6, 


11x3/2/3 Xi T6): 


draw nigh] The same word is used in 
Lev. x. 3; Ezek. xl. 46, xlii. 13, xliii. 19, of 
priestly approach to God. 


20. not without...priest] Or, simply; it 
was not without an oath. 


21. For tbose...] Rather, For they in- 
deed were made priests without an oath; 
but He.” 

him that said] Vv. 2—4 of the Psalm are 
taken as a continuation of the address ‘Sit 
Thou on my right hand" in v. 1, ‘The oc- 
currence of “The LORD” in vv. 2 and 4 
is no disproof of the correctness of this; see 
Ps. cxxxii. 13. . The clause *'after the order 
of Melchizedek” is wanting in the best MSS. 


22. By so much] Since the priesthood of 
Jesus rested on a Divine oath, and was there- 
fore immutable, the covenant which His 
priestly work was to conserve must be equally 
immutable. ‘The Sinaitic Covenant was con- 


[v. 17—25. 


! without an oath; but this with an 


art a priest for ever after the order of * 
Melchisedec :) 

22 By so much was Jesus made 
a surety of a better testament. 

23 And they truly were many 
priests, because they were not suf- 
fered to continue by reason of death : 

24. But this man, because he con- 


tinueth ever, hath "an unchangeable !Or,«/ 
z passeth 
not fro. 
one toc 
other. 


priesthood. 
25 Wherefore he is able also to 





ditional and temporary; this better Covenant 
absolute and eternal. It is here implied that 
Jesus was constituted ‘‘surety” by the oath 
which gave Him the everlasting priesthood. 
This suretiship, then, must consist in His 
guaranteeing the fulfilment of God’s promises 
to men. He had this high office, in which He 
stood as Surety for God, conferred upon Him 
because He had already given Himself to be 
Surety for man, and as such had made satis- 
faction to God’s righteous law for the sin of 
man (see Note at the end of the Chapter). 
The union of these two suretiships made Him 
a perfect Mediator: one who could provide 
that a Covenant of assured blessing for man- 
kind should not be inconsistent with the holi- 
ness of the ever-blessed God. 

testament] Rather, covenant. So A.V. 
in the similar passages viii. 6 and Gal. iii. 15 
18. Suchisinvariably the meaning of the word 
in the LXX. (cp. notes on ix. 15); and no 
other meaning suits the context here (see 
below). A testament no more requires a 
surety than it does a mediator (see on ix. 15). 
A covenant between God and man required 
both; one who could give security to both 
parties that the covenant should not miscarry. 
The death of Jesus satisfied the Divine re- 
quirement; His presence in heaven satisfies the 
human. 





Q3. were...were not] Rather, have been 
...are not. One generation of priests after 
another has been carried away by death; un- 
able to save themselves and compelled at last 
to abandon those who had leaned on them for 
counsel and sympathy. 


24, 1bisman] Rather, He (as in v. 21). 

continuetb ever] Cp. John xii. 34 *'(the) 
Christ abideth for ever” (the same words). 

an unchangeable priesthood | one **that pass- 
eth not" from Him to devolve upon another: 
or “that passeth not away" (so the Peshito; 
using the same expression here as in Dan. vii. 
14: see Note below). His was £ruly an **ever- 
lasting priesthood ;? while the Aaronic priest- 


I Or, w 
out swe 


oath by him that said unto him, * The ing of í 
Lord sware and will not repent, Thou % Psal. 


, ever- save them 
e. 


v. 26—28.] 


"to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. 

26 For such an high priest became 
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher 
than the heavens ; 

27 Who needeth not daily, as 





hood had only the semblance of a claim to that 
title (Exod. xl, 15). 


25. Wherefore be is able also] Rather, 
Whence also He is able;—in virtue of His 
permanent Priesthood. 

to the uttermost} ‘To the uttermost extent 
of their needs ; not, ‘‘beginning a good work 
in them" and then failing them before it is 
completed. 

come unto] ‘The word used in iv. 16. 

by him] Rather, ‘through Him.” 

liveth]. v. 16; Rev. i. 18; Rom. vi. 9, 1o. 

to make intercession] As in Rom. viii. 34. 
This is the great work of our High-priest in 
heaven (cp. Isai. lii. 12). His intercession 
surrounds the Throne of Majesty as with a 
cloud of fragrant incense. 


26. ‘The Apostle has shewn the transcen- 
dent excellence of Christ’s priesthood, as 
foretold in Ps. cx. He now adds, that a 
High-priest of such a kind not only realizes 
the scriptural idea, but a/so is suited to our 
needs. (The correct reading is, ‘‘also be- 
came us.") 

such an high priest] ‘Throughout the 
chapter, up to this point, the word “priest” 
(taken from Ps. cx) has been used. The 
change, which is made here, indicates that the 
writer is passing on to speak of the Levitical 
high-priesthood. Incomparably inferior to 
the priesthood of Christ, it nevertheless fore- 
shadowed it. In itself devoid of efficacy, it finds 
its existence justified, in that, as a type, it bears 
unsuspected witness to a glorious reality, in 
which the Melchizedekan and Aaronic priest- 


hoods are combined. 


holy] ‘The word used in Acts ii. 27. It 
denotes one who is inwardly devoted to God; 
who is godly, and, because godly, pure. 

harmless | Or, “benign ;” without any touch 
of evil feeling. 

undefiled) Indeed (so the word denotes) 
incapable of defilement; like that heaven (see 
i Pet. i. 4) to which He has ascended. 

separate] Rather, separated;—once, con- 
tinually *enduring the contradiction of sin- 
ners” (xii. 3); now, infinitely removed from 
them: though ‘He rules in the midst of 
them” by His sceptre (Ps. cx. 2). 

bigher...] At the right hand of God Most 
High (Ps. cx. 1; cp. on iv, 14). 


JERR REWST VEY 


those high priests, to offer up sacri- 
fice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people's : for this he did once, 
when he offered up himself. 

28 For the law maketh men high 
priests which have infirmity ; but the 
word of the oath, which was since 
the law, maketh the Son, who is 
‘consecrated for evermore. 


27, 28. It is evident from v. 28 (‘the 
word of the oath," ‘‘consecrated for ever- 
more") that the writer is still contrasting the 
work of Him who is spoken of in Ps. cx with 
that of the Aaronic high-priests. Here, in 
conclusion, he gives the deepest, the most fun- 
damental, of all the points of distinction be- 
tween them. 

Aaron, on the last day of his consecration 
(Lev. ix. 1—15), before he offered the sin- 
offering for the people, had first of all to offer 
for his own sins. And oz each Day of Atone- 
ment it was necessary that he should do the 
same; which shewed that his consecration was 
only of an external kind, and that, too, un- 
equal to the strain of more than one brief 
visit into the symbolic Holy of Holies, But 
not so was it with our High-priest. He abides 
always in the heavenly Holy of Holies; ever 
(v. 25) engaged in intercession for us. Ewery 
day of our mortal lives is for us a Day of 
Atonement, since He in Heaven *' 1s the pro- 
pitiation for our sins" (x John ii. 2). He 
has no need ‘‘day by day" to renew His con- 
secration, ‘‘as those high-priests" were obliged 
to do on each Day of Atonement. ‘The 
‘word of the oath” sealed the eternal validity 
of that one act of consecration, in which the 
**undefiled" High-priest offered up once for all 
His sinless Self. 

this he did once| This, the work last-men- 
tioned, He did once for all; and that with 
no preliminary offering for sins of His own, for 
—He offered up Himself; and only a sinless life 
can be accepted as an atonement for sin. The 
obscurity which attaches to the ¢/is in A. V. 
is materially relieved, if we follow more strict- 
ly the Greek (cp. Note below): “Who hath 
no necessity day by day, as those high- 
priests (have), first to offer sacrifices 
for their own sins, and then for (tne 
sins) of the people; for £5bi;"—the offering 
for the people's sins— He did once for all, when 
(having nosins of His own) Ze offered up Him- 


self.” 


28. men] To be emphasized; mere men, 
in contrast with the Son. ‘There should be a 
comma after **high priests.” 

infirmity| Moral weakness which required 
that they should seek expiation for their own 
sins (ch. v. 2, 3). 
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since the law] Rather, after the Law. 
A divine oath, coming later than the Law 
(which was only conditional in its nature), had 
power to abrogate it, 


fesi 22 


the Son] See oni. 2. 

consecrated] Or, ‘‘perfected;” see ii. ro, 
v. 9;— freed from all semblance of infirmity, 
and endowed with fulness of glorious power. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES 


22. The word čyyvos occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament or the LXX. In the 
Apocrypha it is found in two places, 2 Macc. 
X. 28 and Sirach xxix. rs. ‘The latter sup- 
plies a singularly apposite illustration of the 
suretiship which Jesus undertook for man: 
* Forget not the thanks due to a surety: for 
he gave his life for thee” (wep cov). 

29. ‘The radical idea of a 0ia8qky, as ex- 
hibited in Gen. xxi. 22—32, xxvi. 28— 31, is 
that of an averment on oath by two parties 
that they will maintain a friendly relation to 
each other. If the two parties to such an 
agreement are to be God and. man, between 
whom sin and its penalty, death, stand as bar- 
' riers, it is evident that some Mediator must 
interpose, who can re-adjust (or rectify, ix. xo) 
the relation of the parties. To do this, He 
must be able to make satisfaction to God's 
justice on the one hand, and on the other to 
rescue man from death. How such a Cove- 
nant could be established, was the problem 
set before God's servants in old time for the 
exercise of their faith and hope. 


on CHAP. VIL 22, 24, 27. 


24. The Syriac is in each case de AS u. 


J 

The same occurs also in Ps, cxlviii. 6, ** He 
hath given a law, and it passeth not away.” 
In both Dan. vii. 14 and Ps. cxlviii. 6 the 
LXX. has où sapeMevoerai. It seems most 
probable, therefore, that dzapáBaros is to be 
looked on as a Hebraism (the intransitive 
form of the adjective, as in evdmepioraros). 
St Athanasius (‘c. Arian.’ IL 9) gives dé.a- 
Oekros as its equivalent. 


27. ‘The correctness of this rendering will 
be evident, if we consider that 

(1) The text has voias, sacrifices? For 
the High-priest on the Day of Atonement 
offered only oze sin-offering for himself; and 
therefore the plural shews that the clause, in 
which it occurs, depends on oí dpxtepets. 

(2) The term róv ió(ev duapriov must 
mean, their own. sins. ln order to be con- 
nected with és, it should be, umép idiwy d., 
“sins of his own." ‘The article implies that 
the sins were there; and, being there. created 
a necessity for expiation. 





CHAPTER VIII. 
1 By the eternal priesthood of Christ the Levi- 
tical priesthood of Aaron is abolished. 7 And 
the temporal covenant with the fathers, by 


We have such an high priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens ; 


the eternal covenant of the gospel. 


2 A minister "of the sanctuary, ! Or, 
OW of the things which we 


: hol 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Gina 


have spoken this is the sum: 





CHAP. VIII. The repetition, in v. 3 below, 
of the statement that was made in ch. v. 1, shews 
that the topic which was there introduced is 
now to be discussed. Ch. vii had shewn the 
infinite superiority of Christ's priesthood and 
the covenant which it conserved to the 
Aaronic priesthood and the covenant which 
rested upon it. But now the question occurs: 
*For what purpose, then, were that elder 
priesthood and covenant introduced? or in 
what relation do they stand to the Christian 
dispensation?” ‘The answer is given in the 
three next chapters.—They supplied “figures 
for the time then present" (ix. 9); which 
trained the faithful to think aright of sin and 
its consequences, and by their very imperfec- 
tion compelled men to look forward to a 
future system of spiritual and heavenly re- 
alities. 


1. Now of the things...| Rather, «Now 
to sum up briefly the things we are saying.” 
The following statement refers not only (v. 1) 


Lord pitched, and not man. 


to what has been said in chh. v—vii, but also 
(v. 2) to what is coming in chh, viii—x. 

We have such...) Rather, Such a High- 
priest have we:"—such as the prophetic 
word portrayed. Such a one we Christians 
have (Cp.iv. 14). s. 

is set) Rather, sat down (i. 3, x. 12). 

the Majesty] Rather, Majesty. The 
“Throne of Majesty” loses nothing of its 
essential glory, though His session makes it 
relatively to us **the throne of grace” (iv. 16). 


2. A minister] ‘To whom is entrusted the 
care of God’s heavenly Sanctuary, and the 
work of presenting to God all that the re- 
deemed people of God bring to be offered (see 
on v. 3). Though He be seated at God's 
right hand, it is not as one who has no active 
duties. 

the sanctuary] So in xiii. rz. In ix. 8, x. 
I9 it is rendered, the holiest. Compare also 
ix. 12, 24, 25 and Exod. xxix. 30. 

the true tabernacle] ‘This seems to correspond 
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3 For every high priest is ordained 


to offer gifts and sacrifices: where- 
fore it is of necessity that this man 
have somewhat also to offer. 


v. 3; 4-] 


4 For if he were on earth, he 
should not be a priest, seeing that 
! there are priests that offer gifts ac- ! Or 


hey are 
priests. 


to the ** Holy Place" (or, first Tabernacle). 
Similarly in ix. 1r, 12, Christ enters into “the 
Sanctuary” by passing “through a greater 
and more perfect Tabernacle not made with 
hands.” In both places, it would appear (cp. 
ix. 24), the ‘‘ Tabernacle” corresponds to the 
Heaven in which the ‘myriads of angels” (xii. 
22) worship, and the “Sanctuary” to the un- 
created heaven of the **unapproachable light” 
in which God dwells (1 Tim. vi. 16). 

pitched) The word is used in reference to 
the material heavens (*'stretched out," as a 
tent) in Isai. xlii. 5. 


S. For] This assigns a reason for the use 
of the term ** minister" inv.2. He is ‘‘seated,” 
yet perpetually engaged in holy work. This 
Melchizedekan Priest also realizes whatever 
was presignified by the Aaronic high-priest- 
hood: and every high-priest (ch. v. 1) is *ap- 
pointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices,” oz 
the bebalf of the people and as their representa- 
tive. But precisely this is indicated by the term 
“ministry” (cp. v. 6). In ch. v. r, in speaking 
specially of buman high-priests, he had said, 
“to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.” Now 
that he is about to speak of the office of the 
heavenly High-priest (who had already esta- 
blished the New Covenant, under which ‘is 
no more offering for sin," x. 18), he omits the 
words ‘‘for sins.” In v. 4 all is summed up 
in the word ‘‘gifts;” for such are all the “ sacri- 
fices," which the people of the New Covenant 
present through their heavenly High-priest ; 
“gifts” offered by a grateful people. (Cp. 
“Thy people are free-will offerings,” Ps. cx. 3.) 

wherefore...| Rather, whence it is neces- 
sary that this one also should have 
somewhat to offer;" as, in fact, the word 
** minister" in v. 2 implied that He had. 

to offer) Which He is now to offer, as 
“ Minister" of the heavenly Sanctuary. Evi- 
dently this cannot refer to His ‘‘offering of 
Himself,” which was made once for all on 
earth (vii. 27, ix. 26, 28, X. Io, 12, 14); and 
in virtue of which He entered in once for all 
into the heavenly Sanctuary (ix. 12): the 
covenant promise of ‘remission of sins” 
having been ozce and for ever definitely esta- 
blished (x. 16—18, xiii. 20). It must refer to 
His offering the ‘‘gifts and sacrifices" of His 
people ; their prayers (iv. 16), their ‘sacrifices 
of praise" (xiii. 15), their works of love (xiii. 
16; cp. Eph. v. 2); their oblation of them- 
selves, their souls and bodies (Rom. vi. r3, 
xii. 1). They “who come unto God through 
Him," bringing such gifts, find Him at all 
times ready, as Minister of the Sanctuary, to 
“present” their gifts, hallowed by His own 


New Test.—V or. IY. 


cording to the law : 





all-efficacious offering (compare on ch. v. 7) of 
*jntercession" (vii. 25). See Additional Note. 


4. For if be] Rather, For if indeed 
He" (or, according to another reading, “If, 
then, He"). ‘The three verses, 4—6, are to 
be taken together, a colon being placed at the 
end of v. 5; and the “but” of v. 6 forming 
the antithesis to the “if indeed" of v. 4. It 
“ necessarily follows," that our High-priest in 
that “true Tabernacle” has somewhat to offer ; 
since otherwise that which was a leading 
feature of the Levitical system would have 
no corresponding heavenly reality. To enable 
the people to bring their ofterings to God con- 
tinually with acceptance, was the reason why 
the Aaronic priesthood and the ceremonial of 
the Day of Atonement were instituted. Now, 
therefore, that Jesus, having ‘offered Him- 
self" on earth (as on the altar in the outer 
court of the Temple), has, by virtue of His 
blood, ‘‘purged” the heavenly things and places 
(ix. 23) and sate down on the throne of 
Glory in the Holy of Holies, has He no minis- 
terial work to perform? Will any imagine 
that His people's gifts are now to be offered 
through the high-priest of the earthly Taber- 
nacle? in which case the fact that ‘every 
(earthly) high-priest is appointed to offer 
gifts" instead of making the inference drawn 
in v. 3 a *'necessary " one, would exclude its 
possibility. Not so. ‘There is no such inter- 
Jerence between His ministry and theirs; ** FOR" 
they lie in infinitely distant planes. If indeed 
Jesus were yet on earth, no true atonement 
having as yet opened a way into the heavenly 
Sanctuary, He would not even be a priest 
at all: since the divinely appointed Levitical 
system would in that case continue in full 
force; discharging its appointed duty of testi- 
fying to the existence of that rea/ Tabernacle 
of God, in which our High-priest is actually 
ministering. But, in fact, His true priesthood 
having now commenced, the typical system is 
ready to disappear (v. 13). 

Obs. Here, as everywhere, the forbearance 
of the writer is very observable. For, if it 
might be said, that Christ **would not even” 
have been **a priest" here in the earthly taber- 
nacle, with yet greater necessity did it follow, 
that in respect of ‘the true Tabernacle” of 
God, the sons of Aaron avere zot even priests. 
Instead, however, of drawing this inference, he 
proceeds to shew what end their divinely ap- 
pointed ministry did actually subserve. 

there are priests] Rather, “there are already 
the priests;"—the appointed priests. Many 
MSS. omit ‘‘priests,” making the clause run: 
**since there are already those who offer.” 
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Who serve unto the example 
and shadow of heavenly things, as 
Moses was admonished of God when 
he was about to make the tabernacle: 
for, See, saith he, that thou make all 
things according to the pattern shewed 
to thee in the mount. 

6 But now hath he obtained a 
more excellent ministry, by how 
much also he is the mediator of a 


[v. 5—8. 


better ! covenant, which was esta- 
blished upon better promises. 

7 For if that first covenant had 
been faultless, then should no place 
have been sought for the second. 

8 For finding fault with them, he 
saith, Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and 


with the house of Judah : 





5. Who] Or, “Men that." While v. 4 
admitted the exclusive prerogative of the Levi- 
tical priests to: minister in the earthly Taber- 
nacle, this verse shews what the nature of their 
ministry was. 

serve unto,..| Rather, serve that which 
is a delineation (ix. 23). Compare xiii. 
to, “who serve the tabernacle.” ‘The taber- 
nacle was only a diminutive outline sketch, 
which afforded a few hints regarding ‘the 
heavenly things.(or, places, ix. 23).” 

and shadow] Such an outline, dim and 
obscure, as is given by the shadow of an object. 

admonished of God] As in Acts vii. 44; 
where the same passage is referred to. 

pattern] Or, **model:" (cp. on Exod. xxv. 
9, Acts vii. 44). The word supplies no 
ground for any inference.respecting the re/a- 
tive dimensions of this pattern and the taber- 
nacle which Moses was to erect; nor yet as 
to the nature of the ‘‘pattern,”—whether it 
were presented to the-sight of Moses, or only 
to his mental eye. 4t is implied, however, 
that only a representation ef heavenly things 
was furnished by it. 


6. But noxw]— now," as the case actually 
stands: in contrast with the supposition of v. 
4. Cp. the * But now" of ix. 26, xi. 16. 

by how much also) ‘This -is an additional 
way of exhibiting the transcendent superiority 
of Christ's ‘‘ministry.” The measure of ex- 
cellence supplied in vv. 4, ;—the difference 
between an earthly ‘‘shadow” and the:heavenly 
reality—appealed more vividly to the reason 
and imagination. ‘The one which is now to 
be given—thesuperiority of the Covenant which 
the heavenly High-priest administers over 
that which was maintained by the Aaronic 
priesthood—is more practically impressive. 

‘The Covenant, and the Priesthood by which 
it is established and sustained, are correlatives. 


- In. vii. 22 the superiority of the Christian 


Covenant was measured by that of the Priest- 
hood, as determined by Ps. cx. 4. Here the 
superiority of Christ's Ministry is measured 
by that of the Covenant, as determined by Jer. 
XXXi. 3I—34. 

. the mediator] who stands between the par- 
ties to the Covenant as one who is alike in- 


is 


terested in both, and who gives assuranceto both 
that the Covenant shall be fulfilled. Through 
His one offering of Himself on earth, human 
nature was restored to the favour of God. 
Through His perpetual intercession in heaven, 
sanctifying grace is poured down upon all 
“who come unto God by Him.” 

established] Or, enacted :—so that it was 
the /aw, by which God's dealings with His 
people were defined; the constitution, under 
which His people were to live (cp. vii. rr). 

upon...| on the basis of them. The promises 
which were directly attached to the Sinaitic 
Covenant had reference to Israel's occupation 
of the land of Canaan, and were conditional 
on their observance of the Law.. Those of the 
New Covenant provided for man's restoration 
to full communion with God, and (which is 
especially to be noted) guaranteed that power 
to observe the Law should be bestowed on the 
faithful. 


7. faultiess| Or, without room for blame. 
In itself, indeed, it was so; “holy and just 
and good" (Rom. vii. 12), ‘tending unto life” 
(ib. 10). But in respect of sinful man, it was 
defective, and **found to tend unto death” (7.). 
If, then, it was to be blamed, the ground of 
blame was not with it, but with them (see 
v. 8). 

NY by that ‘everlasting love" of God, 
from which the New Covenant proceeded 


(Glen SOC) 
the second| Rather, a second. 


8. For] This refers to the last clause of 
v. 7, Of which the full force is; ‘Then 
would not place be sought, as it now is, for a 
second." 

with them] the people. “Not with zz, but 
with them,” says St Chrysostom. ‘The cen- 
sure is contained in the clause, “because THEY 
continued not in My Covenant" (v. 9). 

make...avitb] Lit. ‘accomplish, ..towards." 
The verb is not the one which is used here and 
in v. ro by the LXX. (though it is used by 
them in Jer. xxxiv. 8, 15). The variation, 
however, is intentional, since the Septuagintal 
word is retained in x. 16, 17. 
new covenant] Luke xxii. 20, 1 Cor. xi. 
254 | 


i Or, ze 
ment, 


E. 3f, 


. give, 


» «Don, 


v. 9—13.] 


9 Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the 
day when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 

. because they continued not in m 
covenant, and I regarded them not, 
saith the Lord. 

IO For this zs the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord; I 
will ^' put my laws into their mind, 
and write them ! in their hearts: and 
I will be to them a, God, and they 
shall be to me a people: 
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II And they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord : 
for all shall know me, from the least 
to the greatest. 

I2 For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no 
more. 

I3 In that he saith, A new 
covenant, he hath made the first 
old.. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish 
away. 





9. with] So the Hebrew of Jer. xxxi. 
32. The Greek here (as in LXX.) is ‘ for,” 
or “unto” (and so also in v. 1o). 

they...and I] Both the pronouns are to be 
emphasized. 

continued not] A very gentle expression 
indeed, For goo years they had been constantly 
guilty of shameful violations of the Cove- 
nant. 

regarded them not} Or, * withdrew my 
regard from them.” “Instead of shewing the 
tender care for them which He had done, He 
treated them with cold, unconcerned, severity ; 
as an injured husband might see fit to deal 
with an unfaithful wife. They had broken 
their vows; but He still retained His rights 
over them, and (in His marvellous love) He 
would exercise those rights with sternness (see 
Additional Note). 


10. will make] Lit. * will covenant.” 

after those dos] After the commencement 
of the “ days" spoken of in v. 8. 

I will put) Lit. “putting” (and so the 
Alexandrine LXX.). We may render, Put- 
ting my laws into their mind,on their 
heart also will I write them. Cp. 2 Cor. 
Ilio. 

will be to them a God] “ Giving them” 
(as Dr Brown observes) “every thing which 
beings like men can receive from such a Being 
as Gop.” 


ll. neighbour] Or (correct reading), ‘‘fel- 
low-citizen.” Under the new Covenant all 
should be ** taught of God” (Isai, liv. 13). 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 


3. Cp. Athanasius ‘tc. Arian.’ IL 7: 
* When was He made High-priest of our 
profession, but when, having offered Himself 
for us, He raised His body from the dead? 
And now He Himself brings near those who 
approach by faith in Him, and offers (mpoopé- 
pe.) them to the Father, ransoming all and 


- T 


12. For] The promises contained in vv. 
Io, II form the substance of the Covenant. 
That which is here added supplies the ground 
on which such a Covenant could be esta- 
blished. Before they can ** know God," they 
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must first be graciously *known of Him" 


(cp. Exod. xxxiii. 12—17); so that all which 
separates between God and man may be re- 
moved. Comp. rz John ii. 12, 13, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

merciful] Or, *propitious;" ready to be- 
stow forgiveness, 

unrighteousness] Lit. ** unrighteousnesses ; " 
unrighteous acts. 

their sins and their imiquities] So again in 
X. 17. The words “and their iniquities” 
(which are not found in the LXX. or in the 
Hebrew) may embody a reference to Exod. 
XXXIV. 9. 

The fact that this remission of sin is spe- 
cified as characteristic of the New Covenant 
implied that no such provision had been made 
by the Old (cp, Acts xiii. 38, 39). 


13. made...old] Or, *'declared...old." 
Though we are not (as the next clause shews) 
to introduce here the technical sense of “ anti- 
quate,” yet that meaning is plainly pointed to. 

decayetb...] Rather, ‘‘becometh old (cp. 
1. 11, Isai. li. 6) and decayeth with age.” 

ready to vanish away| Or, “nigh unto 
perishing.” ‘The word which corresponds to 
** perishing ” is, according to its Septuaginta] 
use, a very strong one; being frequently used 
for “ruin,” “desolation,” ‘destruction ” 
(see Note below). 


on CHAP. VIII. 3, 9, 13. 
making reconciliation (as in Heb. ii. 17) to 
God-ward on behalf of all.” 

9. The view, which is taken above, shews 
how we may reconcile the two renderings of 
bya which are given by the LXX. in Jer. 
xxxi. 32, iii; 14 (see the notes on those pas- 

E2 
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I Or, cere- 
monies. 
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sages); namely, duedéw, **to disregard (or, 
slight),” and xaraxvpievo, ‘‘to act as lord 
over.” When the injured husband withdraws 
the manifestation of his kindness and uses his 
rightful power in the way of discipline, he 
becomes for the time simply “lord.” See 
Hos. ii. 8—16; where the, Baz; of v. 16 
corresponds in idea to the Syn of Jeremiah, 
Compare also Ezek. xvi. 42, 43, 59, 60—63. 


13. The expression éyyis dpavırpoð re- 
calls the kardpas éyyus of vi. 8. It is observ- 
able that the two nouns occur together in 
2 K., xxii. rg, ** when thou heardest what I 
spake against this place (Jerusalem) and 


CHAPTER IX. 


I The description of the rites and bloody sacri- 
fices of the law, xx far inferior to the dignity 
and perfection of the blood and sacrifice of 
Christ. 


HEN verily the first covenant 
had also ' ordinances of divine 
service, and a worldly sanctuary. 


CnaP. IX. In the preceding chapter the 
apostle had spoken of Christ as now seated 
in the heavenly Sanctuary, ministering on His 
people’s behalf under a new Covenant; which 
had for its basis the declaration, ‘‘ Their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more.” 
Evidently, if this were the case, the Jewish 
priesthood, sanctuary, sacrifices, and Days of 
Atonement (however precious in time past) 
were no longer of any worth. So serious a 
charge, alleged against a divinely appointed 
system, required to be more fully substan- 
tiated. ‘This is done in the following discus- 
sion, ix. I—x, 18; at the close of which there 
is a recurrence to the prophecy of Jeremiah. 
In this section it is shewn, not only that the 
Tabernacle arrangements, while typical of 
heavenly things, testified to their own im- 
perfection, but also that their inherent **un- 
profitableness" had been distinctly stated in 
the 4oth Psalm. 


1. Then verily...] Rather (correct read- 
ing), Howbeit, that first also:—the first 
Covenant; which had been spoken of imme- 
diately before, in viii. 13. Although it was 
soon to be swept away, yet it had been pro- 
vided by Divine wisdom to answer certain 
valuable ends. 

ordinances] ‘To which every worshipper was 
bound to conform. 

a worldly sanctuary] Rather, its sanc- 
tuary pertaining to this world; be- 
longing wholly to this visible, temporary, 
order of things (cp. Tit. ii. 12 ** worldly”). 

The two points here introduced are treated 


[v. 1—4. 


against the inhabitants thereof, that they 
should become a desolation and a curse (eis 
ddavirpov kal eis karapav).” The word dav- 
urpos is also used in Jer. xxv. 11, **this whole 
land shall be a desolation;” and Dan. ix. 26 
(Theod.), ‘‘ desolations are determined.” 

When the prophecy in Jer. xxxi was de- 
livered, the seventy years’ captivity, spoken of 
in ch. xxv, had actually begun (see xxix. Io). 
Although, therefore, the Temple was still 
standing, it was ‘‘ nigh unto disappearing." 

When the writer of this Epistle quoted Jer. 
xxxi, the second Temple was, in like manner, 
still standing, but drawing near to the crisis 
foretold in Dan. ix. 


2 For there was a tabernacle made; 
the first, wherein was the candlestick, 
and the table, and the shewbread ; 
which is called ' the sanctuary. 

3 And after the second veil, the 
tabernacle which is called the Holiest 
of all; 

4 Which had the golden censer, 





of in the inverse order; the sanctuary in vv. 
2—5, the service in vv. 6—10. 


2. tabernacle) ‘The writer nowhere men- 
tions the Temple. He is speaking of the 
Levitical system, and will take it at its best;— 
as it was in the time of Moses (see on v. 4). 
The existing Temple had neither the glory of 
the Shekinah, nor so much as an ark, in it. 

made] Or, as in iii. 4, “ built." The taber- 
nacle is first mentioned as a whole; and then 
its two portions are referred to separately. 

the shewbread] Lit. “the laying out (or, 
setting forth) of loaves ;” in two rows, Lev. 
xxiv. 6. 

sanctuary] Or, ** Holy Place.” 


S. the second weil] The first veil being 
that which hung at the entrance of the Holy 
Place (Exod. xxvi. 36). 


4. golden censer| Rather, golden altar of 
incense. So the Itala (‘‘altare”), and so 
Calvin, Estius, Owen, Liinemann, Bleek, and 
Delitzsch. ‘The A.V. followed the Vul- 
gate (* thuribulum "), as also did Aquinas, 
Luther, Bengel, &c.; influenced, no doubt, by 
the fact that the altar of incense stood in 
*the Holy Place.” ‘This fact, indeed, was, 
as Josephus says (* J. W.’ v. 5), **notorious 
to all men;" nor does our text assert the 
contrary. It only makes the altar belong to 
the Most Holy Place; which is expressly 
affirmed in 1 K. vi. 22 (not correctly rendered 
in A. V.), “the altar that belongeth to the 
oracle.” In Exod. xl. 5, also, this altar is 
made to stand in a direct relation to the ark 


l Oz, Z 


v. 5—8.] 


and the ark of the covenant overlaid 
round about with gold, wherein was 
the golden pot that had manna, and 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the 
tables of the covenant ; 

5 And over it the cherubims of 
glory shadowing the mercyseat; of 
Which we cannot now speak particu- 
larly. 

6 Now when these things were 
thus ordained, the priests went al- 
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ways into the first tabernacle, accom- 
plishing the service of God. 

7 But into the second went the 
high priest alone once every year, 
not without blood, which he offered 
for himself, and for the errors of the 
people : 

8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, 
that the way into the holiest of all 
was not yet made manifest, while as 
the first tabernacle was yet standing : 








(‘‘ before the Ark of Testimony ") ; cp. Rev. 
viii. 3. On the Day of Atonement the altar 
of incense was connected with the mercy-seat 
in a very marked way, (1) by the fact that the 
“blood of the sin-offering of atonement” 
was sprinkled on both of them (Lev. xvi. 
I5—19; cp. Exod. xxx. 10); (2) by the fact 
that *the censer" from off it (so the words 
imply) was taken into the Holiest (Lev. 
Xvl, I2). 

It seems incredible then that this altar 
should not be mentioned in vv. 2—4; while 
the difficulty attaching to its being spoken of 
as belonging to the Most Holy Place is 
scarcely appreciable. Though locally situate 
in the Holy Place, it did zz its nature and 
idea appertain to the Most Holy; and on the 
Day of Atonement was (as we have seen) 
distinctly associated with the Ark of the 
Covenant. (See Additional Note.) 

round about] “in every part;” inside as 
well as outside (Exod. xxv. 11). 

golden pot] So the LXX. in Exod. xvi. 33. 
That this and Aaron's rod were placed inside the 
ark, might be inferred from Exod. xvi. 34 and 
Num. xvii. to, in which it is commanded that 
they should be put t‘ before the Testimony ;” 
for this ** Testimony " (the Law on the Two 
Tables) was “ put into the ark " (Exod. xxv. 
16). ‘The circumstance that there was nothing 
in the ark, when it was placed in Solomon’s 
Temple (x K. viii. 9), except the Two Tables, 
is mentioned as if it were something remark- 
able.— Was it not also significant? ‘That out- 
wardly gorgeous temple was without the two 
great memorial symbols of Divine energy which 
had existed in the lowly tabernacle. 


5. of glory] According to Jewish tradi- 
tion there was a visible glory—the Shekinah— 
resting upon the Cherubim. According to 
Jerome, God's **dwelling upon the cherubim” 
was simply a fact revealed to, and te be ap- 
prehended by, faith. It would seem, however, 
from Lev. xvi. 2, that there was some visible 
appearance on the Day of Atonement. 

shadowing| ^ Rather, overshadowing. 
Their uplifted wings and bowed heads indi- 
cated the mysterious sanctity of the “ Mercy- 
seat ;”” which was the very heart of the Holy 





of Holies, the meeting-point of God and man 
(Exod. xxv. 22). The word rendered ** mercy- 
seat ” is literally “ propitiatory ” (cp. Rom. iii. 
25, where the same word is used). 

Obs. ‘The tables of the Law, and the Mercy- 
seat surmounting them, correspond to the 
promises of the New Covenant mentioned in 
ch. viii. ro, r2. The first, * Putting my Jaws 
into their mind, on their heart also will I 
write them” (on the “fleshy tablets of their 
heart," 2 Cor. iii. 3), is surmounted by the 
second, “I will be merciful to their unright- 
eousnesses.”’ 

particularly] That is, severally, or, in detail, 


6. went...into] Literally it is, ‘Now, 
these things having been thus arranged, the 
priests go iz ;" and similarly in v. 7, ** offereth BH 
in v. 8, “hath not been made., is standing ; ” 
in v. 9, “are offered." ‘These shew that the 
writer transfers himself mentally to the Taber- 
nacle period. It is more convenient, however, 
to retain the past tense in English. . 

the service of God] Rather, the Services; 
the various acts of their ministry, such as 
lighting the lamps and burning the incense. 


7. alone] without attendants. Not even a 
priest was allowed to enter the Holy Place 
while the High-priest was making atonement 
(Lev. xvi. 17). 

once] Upon one day only. On that day 
he made two entrances: first, with the incense 
and the blood of the bullock for himself, and 
then, with the blood of the goat, for the 
ignorances (cp. v. 2) of the people. 

offered] Sprinkling it upon, and before, 
the mercy-seat (Lev. xvi. 14, 15). 


8. The Holy Ghost] who spake by Moses. 

signifying] Clearly indicating (xii. 27). 

made manifest] ‘The Old Testament saints 
had access by faith to the favour and grace of 
God, and the tabernacle services assisted them 
in drawing near to Him. But the veil, which 
was drawn over the mystery of Redemption, 
was not removed until the true High-priest 
had come and effected a real atonement. 

was yet standing] Lit. “as yet had stand- 
ing;” or, retained its divinely appointed status. 
The services of the Aaronic priesthood were 
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9 Which was a figure for the 
time then present, in which were 
offered both gifts and sacrifices, that 
could not make him that did the 
service perfect, as pertaining to the 
conscience ;. 


[v. 9—1 . 


10 Which stood only in meats and 
drinks, and divers washings, and car- 
nal 'ordinances, imposed om them un- 
til the time of reformation. 

11 But Christ being come an high 
priest of good things to come, by a 








performed in “ the first tabernacle,” the Holy 
Place. ‘These depended. for their validity on 
the observances of the Day of Atonement ; 
but those observances intimated most clearly 
that the way into the Holiest was not yet 
* made manifest.” So far was the Aaronic 
priesthood from affording to Israel direct 
access to the ‘throne of grace” in Heaven, 
that even the high-priest himself—the ** called 
of God” (ch. v. 4)—was not allowed to enter 
the symbolic ‘‘ Holy of Holies" except for two 
short intervals on one day in each year; when 
he entered (Jewish tradition says) with fear 
and trembling, bearing with him sacrificial 
blood, which had no power to appease the 
conscience. ‘That ‘first tabernacle,” then, testi- 
fied that admission to God's presence was zo£ 
yet granted. At the same time, since God 
Himself had ordained this ceremonial system, 
it supplied ground for hoping that a complete 
reconciliation between God and man would 
in due time take place. 


9. Which) Or, * Which indeed.” This 
assigns a reason why nothing better could be 
effected during ‘‘the first tabernacle.” It was 
but an acted parable; useful as answering 
certain disciplinary and prophetic purposes, 
but incapable of cleansing the conscience. 

a figure) Rather, a parable (cp. xi. 19); 
a system of analogical teaching. 

the time then present] ‘The ** then” is justi- 
fied by our having used the past tense of the 
verbs (see on v. 6). Lit. ** which indeed is a 
parable for the time present.” ‘The meaning 
of this ‘ present time’ is ascertained by the con- 
trasted ‘time of reformation’ in v. 10; according 
to which it must denote the Levitical period 
(see Additional Note). 

in which) Or, ‘throughout which." So 
the Received Text, the Itala, and the Peshito. 
Others (adopting a well-supported, but per- 
haps less probable, reading); **in accordance 
with which (parable);" implying that cere- 
monial sacrifices were in keeping with a sym- 
bolic tabernacle. 

bim that...) Whether the ministering priest 
(cp. viii. 5), or the worshipper whose offering 
he presented (cp. v. x4). 

tbe conscienae| Not even the rites of the 
Day of Atonement, much less the ordinary 
services, could heal the wounded conscience, 
or give an assurance of perfect reconciliation 
with God. They effected what was necessary 
for the maintenance of an Israelite's corporate 
privileges; and, taken in combination with 


God's other declarations concerning Himself, 
they supplied him with a good hope of forgive- 
ness, but no more. Cp. on x. 3. 


10. Which stood only...| Rather (correct 
reading), “connected only with meats and 
drinks, and divers washings,—carnal ordinances 
imposed until, &c.:’—the term “ carnal ordi- 
nances" being in apposition with the “ gifts 
and sacrifices" of v. 9. The ceremonial law 
kept men’s thoughts revolving upon material 
things, as (1) the sacrificial ‘‘meats and 
drinks,” of which the priests and people par- 
took ; and (2) the ** divers washings,” enjoined 
on the priests before they offered sacrifice 
(Exod. xxx. 19—21), or required in case of 
defilement contracted by persons or things 
(ev. xi o 55532): 

imposed] Lying on them like a heavy yoke 
(cp. Acts xv. To). 

reformation] Strictly, ‘rectification ;" the 
setting things right which have gone wrong. 
Here the thing to be “rectified” was the 
relation in which fallen man stands to God. 


11,12. being come] Having at last arrived; 
after He had been so long expected (comp. 
Isai. lvi. r, lxii: r1). ‘The name ‘‘ Christ” 
points to His being the reality, of which the 
“anointed” priest (Lev. xvi. 32) was the 
typical prophecy (v. 14). i 

of good tbings...] Or, “ of the good things 
that were to come” (comp. x. 1). From the 
beginning these **good things" had been de- 
signed for man. Prophets had announced their 
approach (cp. Isai. lil. 7, ‘‘ bringeth glad tidings 
of good things,” LXX.). Christ came to pro- 
cure and dispense them. ‘They were the 
things which He administered as High-priest ;— 
forgiveness, sanctification, and eternal life. 

by a greater...] This and the first part of 
v. 12 are to be read together, as dependent 
on the clause “entered in...”  * Christ..., 
through a greater and more perfect 'laber- 
nacle, and (not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves, but) by means of His own 
blood, entered in...having obtained..." He 
“ entered in once into the Holy Place through 
a greater Tabernacle, having obtained eternal 
redemption y means of His own blood.” ‘The 
** Tabernacle not made with hands” (cp. Acts 
vii. 48) appears to be best referred (with 
Lünemann and Delitzsch) to the heavens, 
through which **the Great High Priest passed ” 
(iv. 14; cp. vill. 2, and v. 24 below). A 
large number of commentators, however, both 
ancient and modern, understand it of our 


I Or, 7. 
or, cere 
monies 


v. 12—15.] 


greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, 
not of this building ; 

12 Neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption 
for us. 

I3 For if the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
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sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh : 

14 How much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without ! spot LO", 
to God, purge your conscience from "^ ^ 
dead works to serve the living 
God ? 

IS And for this cause he is the 
mediator of the new testament, that 





Lord's human nature, comparing x. 20 (so 
Chrys, Aug., Theodoret; Calvin, Estius, 
O wen, Bengel, and others). 

of this building] Rather, belonging to 
this creation;—to this creation, which is 
all of it ** made subject to vanity " (Rom. viii. 
19—22). 

12. goats and calves] sacrificed on the 
Day of Atonement (v. 13; Lev, xvi. 14, 15). 

once] once for all (vv. 26, 28). 

obtained] by His obedience unto death (v. 
15; Matt. xx. 28; Eph. i. 7). 

eternal redemption] A recovery of man's 
forfeited inheritance (v. 15; cp. Eph. i. 14); 
and such a recovery of it as would secure it 
Jor ever. 

Obs. ‘The word for ‘‘redemption” (not 
quite the same as in v. 15) is the one used in 
Lev. xxv. 23—29, of the purchasing back land 
or house which had been parted with under 
the pressure of poverty. Man, who, as a 
child of God, had been heir of “a house 
eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. v. r), had 
parted with his privilege. ‘The title, forfeited 
by sin, was won back by Christ’s offering of 
Himself ;—a sacrifice of infinite worth (v. 14), 
Cp. Hos, xiii. 14; Rom. viii. 19, 23. 


13—28. The remainder of the chapter is 
an expansion of the statement which has been 
made in vv. rr, 12 :—the fact that our re- 
demption was effected by the blood of Christ 
being illustrated in vv. r3—22; while vv. 
23—28 dwell on the eternal efficacy of His 
one sacrifice. 


13. ashes} Used in the “water of purifi- 
cation” (Num. xix. 17—19), which is called 
by the LXX. ** water of sprinkling” (in vv. 
OLSA 22) 

the unclean] Or, “thèm that have been 
defiled.” 

to the purifying] Lit. “ unto the purity.” 

of the fesh) So that a man who had 
** touched a dead body” (Num. xix. 11—16) 
was no longer debarred from entering the 
congregation. The disqualification created by 
the Law might be removed by a legal rite; 
yet such rite had no intrinsic value. The 
real purpose of the enactment was to drive 
men to think of the need there was of being 
cleansed from the defilement of sin (of which 





death was the fruit), and to awaken in them a 
hope of God's willingness so to purify them. 


14. of Christ] Lit..‘‘of the Christ ;” of 
Him who was anointed to His priestly office 
by the Holy Spirit (Acts x. 38: cp. Luke 
v. 18). 

through the eternal Spirit], The anointing 
of that Spirit (whose energy is the “Fire of 
love”) was as a flame, amidst which He, in 
the freedom of filial obedience (ch. v. 8, 9), 
“offered Himself up to God,” By that act 
of holy love He was evidenced to be perfect 
and without spot (cp. Num. xix. 2). For 
further remarks see Note below. 

your conscience| Many authorities have 
“our.” Tischendorf and Tregelles retain 
* your." 

dead works] Works tainted with the cor- 
ruption which entered man's soul when he 
lost his love of **theliving God.” ‘The fact 
of such corruption is testified by the con- 
science, whose declarations none can set aside. 
* No man can restore his own soul to life" 
(Ps. xxii. 29). Comp. ch. vi. r.—There may 
be an allusion to the ceremonial pollution 
noticed on v. 13. 

to serve] Or, “to worship" (compare v. 
9, X. 2, Xii, 28). The nature of this * rational 
service” is explained in Rom. xii. x. They 
only can offer it duly who have been *'sancti- 
fied" (cp. Lev. x. 2) through Christ. 

the living God] For communion with whom 
the Old Testament saints thirsted so intensely 
(Ps. xlii. 2); longing for the time when the 
hidden mystery, which separated them from 
the mercy-seat, would be laid open, and 
full access be granted them to Him “with 
whom is the fountain of Life" (Ps. xxxvi. 9). 


15. for this cause] Rather, by reason 
of this ;—because of the purifying efficacy of 
His self-oblation, He was thus qualified to 
act as Mediator of ** the New Covenant" (viii. 
8); to secure its perpetual validity. For His 
sake God can now “be merciful” (viii. 12) 
to the sins of His people. ‘Through Him the 
Holy Spirit is sent down to ** write" God's 
laws ‘‘ on their hearts ” (viii. 1o). 

new testament] Rather, new covenant, 
as in viii. 8, xii. 24. It is evident from x. 
15— 17 that the passage, which has been quoted 
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by means of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that were 
under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise 
of eternal inheritance. 





from Jeremiah, dominates the whole discussion 
in chh. viii—x. ‘The use of the term ** Me- 
diator" of itself shews that we have here to 
do with the Hebrew idea of a * covenant," 
not with the Roman idea of a “testament.” 
A mediator is the proper guardian of a cove- 
nant (see Gal. iii, 15—20), but has no place 
in regard to a testament. Neither again does 
the death of a testator possess any of the 
sacrificial character which is referred to in vv. 
15—22 (see further in Note below). 

that by means of...| Rather; that, a death 
having taken place for... ‘The indefinite- 
ness of the expression is suited to the mys- 
terious nature of the act which is referred to.. 
Christ ** tasted death on behalf of every man” 
(ii. 9). He “died for all;” and so in His 
death “all (in effect) died” (2 Cor. v. 14, 15). 
By that * death" the accuser’s power was 
abolished (ii. 15). The penalty due from 
man for his ‘‘ transgressions” of God's cove- 
nant (Hos, vi. 7) was now paid: and, as 
regarded Israel in particular, there was ‘‘a 
redemption of the transgressions that were 
under the first Covenant;" that is, æ ran- 
som, which more than compensated for those 
transgressions, and so procured their remis- 
sion. Comp. Eph. i. 7, Col. i. 14; in both 
of which “redemption " is made co-ordinate 
with “the remission of sins” (as in v. 22 
below); the ground of the redemption in both 
passages being **the blood of Christ" (comp. 
Matt. xx. 28). 

under tbe first|—for which that first Cove- 
nant supplied no real expiation. Though 
**passed over through the forbearance of God,” 
they were not expiated until the second Co- 
venant was established (Rom. iii. 25, 26). 

are called] Or, **have been called ;”—made 
“partakers of the heavenly calling” (ii. 1). 
Cp. x Thess. ii. 12. 

might receive,..| Rather, *may receive 
the promise of the eternal inheritance.” ‘To 
“receive the promise," here means, to have it 
fulfilled to them. 

eternal inheritance] ‘The “inheritance” (x 
K. viii. 36) assigned to Israel under the pro- 
visions of the first Covenant was held by them 
“but a little while” (Isai. Ixiii. 17, 18). The 
inheritance promised in the New Covenant is 
(like the Covenant itself, ch. xiii. 20) eternal. 
Cpt: Bet? 4. 


16. a testament] Rather, a covenant. 
The statement here made is to be taken (no 
less than that in v. 22) as relative to the sub- 
ject under discussion; in other words, as refer- 
ring to covenants between God and man. 


[v. 16, 17. 


16 For where a testament zs, there 
must also of necessity 
of the testator. in. 

17 For a testament is of force 
after men are dead: otherwise it is 





there must...) Rather, there must needs 
be alleged (or, supposed) the death of 
him that made the covenant. The term 
rendered ‘‘alleged” is wide enough to include 
the representative deaths by means of sacrifice, 
which accompanied the elder covenants, as 
well as that actual death which sealed the New 
Covenant (x Cor. xi 25). See Additional 
Note. 

When God engages to bless sinful man, He 
recedes from the claims of eternal justice, 
which has laid the sinner under sentence of 
death, Every such covenant engagement, 
then, must from the first have rested on the 
foreseen death of a Mediator to come, who 
should be God as well as man. And, in fact, 
the earlier covenants were all accompanied 
by intimations of the necessity of such a death. 
So the covenant of * natural mercies” given 
to Noah was preceded by sacrifice (Gen. viii. 
20—22). Isaac, with whom God purposed 
to establish His great covenant of blessing 
(Gen. xviii, 19), was rescued from death by 
the intervention of a divinely provided victim 
(Gen. xxii. 8—18). The covenant, in virtue 
of which Israel held possession of Canaan, 
was ratified by sacrifice (vv. 19, 20, below). 
They, whom God shall gather to Himself at 
the last day as His saints, are they who have 
‘made a covenant with” Him “by sacrifice” 
(Ps. l. 5; see onio. 17). 

In the death of Christ, as Mediator, both 
the parties to the Covenant had an interest. 
In that Jesus was, and represented, man, He 
endured death as the penalty of human sin. 
In that He was, and represented, God, He 
paid a ransom, which was sufficient to recover 
man from death and to open for him the gate 
of everlasting life. 


17. a testament...) Rather, a covenant 
isstedfast that is made over the dead. 
So in Ps. l. 5 the strict rendering is “that 
make covenant with Me over sacrifice" (LXX. 
*over sacrifices”); the sacrifices being the 
presupposition, on which the ratification of the 
covenant proceeded. Y 

otherwise...| Rather, whereas it hath 
no force when he that made the cove- 
nant liveth. The “living God” could not, 
as such, enter into a covenant ‘of life and 
peace" with sinful man. He had laid man 
under sentence of death. No created being 
could roll away that sentence; for none could 
*take away the sin of the world.” A cove- 
nant that promised eternal life to man ap- 
peared, therefore, impossible :—unless there 
could be One in whose person the Godhead and 


! be the death ! Or 4 
brough 


v. 18—23.] 


of no strength at all while the tes- 
tator liveth. 
18 Whereupon neither the first 


; žuri- testament was "dedicated without blood. 


19 For when Moses had spoken 
every precept to all the people accord- 
ing to the law, „he took the blood 
of calves and of goats, with water, 


» fu and !scarlet wool, and hyssop, and 


sprinkled both the book, and all the 
people, 
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20 Saying, This zs the blood of 
the testament which God hath en- 
joined unto you. 

21 Moreover he sprinkled with 
blood both the tabernacle, and all 
the vessels of the ministry. 

22 And almost all things are by 
the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no re- 
mission. 

23 Jt was therefore necessary that 





manhood should meet together (cp. Note on 
ch. vii. 22); who, suffering death as Mediator, 
should, as man, endure the penalty of man's 
sin; as God, “purchase to Himself a Church 
by His own blood" (Acts xx. 28). See Ad- 
ditional Note. 

That this is the true interpretation of v. 17 
(resting on the idea of a Covenant, not of a 
testament), will be made plain by the three 
next verses, which follow upon it in the way of 
illustration. 


18. JPbereupon...] Rather, For which 
cause neither was the first (covenant). 

dedicated] Or, *'inaugurated;" solemnly 
and formally instituted. In x. 20 the word is 
rendered, **consecrated." 


19. according to...] Each separate com- 
mand was recited by Moses in conformity 
with the Law which had been communicated 
to him by God (Exod. xxiv. 3). Thereupon the 
people promised obedience. But this assent of 
theirs was not adequate ground for the Cove- 
nant to stand upon. The basis on which its 
ratification rested was provided in the sacri- 
fices that were offered afterwards (v. 6). 

of calves and of goats] corresponding 
severally to the ‘‘peace-offerings” and the 
* burnt-offerings" mentioned in Exod. xxiv. 5. 

with,..hyssop| ‘These accessories are not 
mentioned in Exod. xxiv. But scarlet wool 
and hyssop are mentioned in Lev. xix. 6, 7as 
employed in the sprinkling of blood; and the 
water was useful for keeping the blood fluid. 

the book, and] Rather, the book itself and. 
We are told in Exod. xxiv. 6, 7, that after 
Moses had sprinkled one half of the sacrificial 
‘biood on the altar, he took the book and read 
it; as if the book had been on the altar. Thus 
the altar with the book upon it represented 
God’s Justice; which could enter into cove- 
nant relations with sinful man only by means 
of an atonement. The blood sprinkled on 
the people represented them as sharers in the 
atoning death. 


20. the blood of the testament] Rather, 
the blood of the covenant; as in x.29, Exod. 
xxiv. 8. See also ch. xiii. 20, Zech. ix. xr 
(cp. Matt. xxvi. 28, 1 Cor. xi. 25). 

which ...enjoined] This refers to ‘the 


covenant" (cp. Josh. vii. rz, Ps. cxi. 9). It 
brings into prominence the specific nature of 
the Sinaitic Covenant, as æ Law whose pro- 
mises were conditional upon the people’s obe- 
dience (cp. Gal. iii. 17). 

God] In Exod. xxiv. 8, “the Lord ;” (cp. 
John vi. 45). **'The change avoids any con- 
fusion that might have arisen from the 
evangelical sense of ‘ the Lord" (Delitzsch). 

unto you] Or, ‘‘in regard to you." 


21. ‘The Tabernacle, as the abiding symbol 
of God’s being in covenant with the people, 
was also sprinkled with blood. ‘This, though 
not actually stated, may be inferred from what 
is said in Exodus and Leviticus. For 

(1) A comparison of Exod. xl. 9—15 and 
Lev. viii. 10, 12 shews that the consecration 
of the Tabernacle ran closely in parallelism 
with that of Aaron; and we know from Lev. 
viii. 3o that Aaron was sprinkled with blood. 

And (2) on the Day of Atonement (when, 
in fact, a renewal of the original consecration 
took place, cp. on vii. 27, 28) the High-priest 
was directed to *make atonement” for the 
‘Tabernacle (Lev. xvi. 16); which was done 
by the sprinkling of blood. 

Josephus (* Ant.’ 111. 8) says expressly, that 
Moses sprinkled not only Aaron, but the Ta- 
bernacle also, with both oil and blood. 

he sprinkled...both the] Rather, be in like 
manner sprinkled...tbe. 


22. And almost] The adverb probably 
qualifies both the clauses. “One might almost 
say, that all purifications are, according to the 
Law, made with blood, and that apart from shed- 
ding of blood no remission (or, forgiveness) 
takes place.” For instances of “purification” 
made by blood, see Lev. xii—xvi; for cases of 
* forgiveness," Lev. iv, v. 

An exception to the rule occurs in Lev. v. 
II—13, where a needy person is allowed to 
present fine flour as a ‘‘trespass-offering.” But 
even here a portion was to be burnt on the 
Altar of Burnt-offering; which was always 
associated with blood. 

shedding of blood. ..remission] Luke xxii, 20. 


23. mecessary| Both because it was so 
prescribed by the Law, and because such a 
provision was in itself fitting (see on vv. 16, 
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the patterns of things in the heavens 
should be purified with these; but 
the heavenly things themselves with 
better botes than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into 
the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; 
but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us : 


[ve 24—26. 


25 Nor yet that he should offer 
himself often, as the high priest en- 
tereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others ; 

26 For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the 
world: but now once in the end 
of the world hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 





17); not, certainly, because the rites them- 
selves had any cleansing virtue (x. 4, I1). 
Their value arose simply from their being ap- 
pointed by God (Lev. xvii, 11); who was 
pleased to accept the blood of the slain animal 
as a vehicle of atonement for the offerer's soul: 
this efficacy being assigned to it because it 
typified the blood of the One true Sacrifice 
for sin. 

patterns] Rather, delineations (the same 
word as in viii. 5, **example"). 

with these] such things as the blood of 
goats and calves (v. 19), 

heavenly things| Or, ‘‘heavenly places" (as 
in Eph. i 20). The relations of Heaven 
and earth had been disturbed by man's sin. 
He, who is pure light, without any admixture 
of darkness (x John i. 5), had (unchanged in 
Himself) become in regard to sinful man ‘a 
consuming fire” (cp. ch. xii. 18, 29). The 
Holy Love of God could shine forth in its 
serene brightness only after that real.atonement 
for sin, which was made by Christ. 

better sacrifices] ‘The plural denoting what 
we should express by, a better kind of sacrifice. 


24. is not entered] Rather, entered 
not (as in v. 12). 

figures] typical images; differing from the 
archetypes not less widely than a photograph 
of the sun differs from the sun, 

heaven itself] ‘The heaven of the Divine 
glory (see on viii. 2). 

now] So that the present dispensation is one 
continuous Day of full and perfect Atone- 
ment; since God and man now meet together 
without any cloud between them. 

to appear] personally, as our Advocate (see 
Note below). The Aaronic high-priest entered 
the Holy of Holies only under a cloud of in- 
cense; as one who was unworthy of gazing 
even on the typical cherubic throne. 


25. Nor yet] Rather, And not (as in 
v. 123;—vv. 24, 25 being precisely parallel to 
vv. 11,12). It was needful that the heavenly 
places should be purified with a nobler kind of 
sacrifice (v. 23): and so they have been; 
“for” (v. 24) Christ has entered into heaven 
itself, reconciling man with God; **and" 
(v. 25) His atoning sacrifice is not one that 
needs to be repeated. ‘The annually recurring 
entrances into the typical sanctuary were to 


have no place in the antitype. ‘They were, 
indeed, due only to the essential imperfection 
of the type (see on v. 8). ‘The Aaronic high- 
priest, having obtained a glimpse of the possi- 
bility of atonement, retired from the Holy 
of Holies. But, when Jesus entered heaven, it 
was to stand before God uninterruptedly on 
our behalf, *and not that He should offer 
Himself often;" His one self-oblation on the 
cross (vv. 14, 28, X. Xo, 12) possessing an 
efficacy which extends to the whole race of 
man to the end of time. 

with (Lev. xvi. 3) blood of others] Or, 
* with blood:not his own :”—so that he cannot 
rest any claim of personal desert upon it. 


96. For then...] If His one sacrifice be 
not available for all coming time, how is it 
that all God's saints, **from the foundation of 
the world" (Luke xi. 50), have approached 
God acceptably (ch. xi. 4) in the use of sacri- 
fices? ‘These were of themselves valueless, 
and derived their worth simply from being 
anticipations of the One true Oblation. If His 
sacrifice had such power in past timeas **fore- 
ordained” (cp. 1 Pet. i. 20), much more, now 
that it is actually accomplished, will it suffice 
for all future ages. 

but now]—as the case actually stands. 

in tbe end of the world] Lit. ‘tat the con- 
summation of the ages;" that ‘‘fulness of 
time," towards which all former ages had been 
converging; in which all things in heaven and 
earth were to be gathered up into unity in 
Christ (Eph. i. ro, Col. i. 20). 

appeared] ^ Rather, been manifested 
(comp. Rom. xvi 26; Col i. 26; x Tim. 
ii. 16; x Pet. i. 20; 1 John iii. 5); coming 
forth from the bosom of the Father to reveal 
the mysterious purpose which had been ‘‘kept 
unuttered during countless ages" (Rom. xvi. 
25; Eph. iil. 9). 

to put away sin] Lit. for the disannulling 
(as in vii. 18) of sin." His perfect obedi- 
ence not only abrogated “the law of sin,” 
which had prevailed over the whole of Adam’s 
race; but had real value to procure the abo- 
lition of the condemnatory power of sin, in 
respect of all those who are identified with 
Him by loyal obedience. 

sacrifice of himself | So that He was priest 
and victim in one: priest, in His act of self- 


V2 7, 28.] 


27 And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the 
judgment : 

28 So Christ was once offered to 





consecration; victim, in His endurance of a 
penal death for sins not His own. 


27. as] Rather, *forasmuch as.” Men 
have but one probationary life assigned them 
to do their work in. At death each man's 
work has finality stamped upon it; thougnh its 
character will not be made manifest until the 
Day of Judgment. So.too was it with Him 
who was **made in all things like unto His 
brethren” (ii, r7). Christs work of re- 
demption was definitely completed by His 
self-oblation; though the nature of its results 
cannot yet be made manifest. But at His 
second appearing the unspeakable grandeur of 
that work will shine forth in the salvation of 
all His faithful servants, 

it is appointed] ‘The verb properly belongs 
to doth the terms which follow. Lit. ‘there 
is in reserve (cp. 2 Tim. iv. 8, Col, i. 5), for 
men once to die, and after that judgment.” 


28. So] Rather (correct reading), 80 also. 
Christ] “The Christ;" Priest and: King. 
His first coming into the world (x. 5) was to 
offer His one atoning sacrifice, as Priest. He 
is now carrying on His mediatorial work in 
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bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he ap- 
pear the second time without sin un- 
to salvation. 





heaven, *a Priest upon His throne.” When 
He re-appears, it will be to bestow His kingly 
gift of salvation. 

was..,ofered] In the passive. Over against 
the death that is in reserve for men lies the 
one offering; demanded by divine Justice, 
provided by divine Love, 

to bear tbe sins of many] A quotation from 
Isai. liii. r2. Upon the cross Christ ‘bare 
in His own body" the burden of the collec- 
tive “sin of the world” (cp. 1 Pet, ii. 24, 
John i. 29). Now He is engaged in dis- 
pensing the virtue of His atonement to indi- 
vidual souls;— whose characteristic is that 
they “look (or, wait) for Him" (Phil. iii. 
20). Cp. Isai. xxv. 9: “Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for Him, and He will save us.” 

shall be appear] As in Isai. lxvi. 5, Every 
eye of man, indeed, shall see Him (Rev. i. py 
but *to them that wait for Him He shall 
appear unto salvation;" the completer, as He 
was the author (ii. ro, v. 9), of their salva- 
tion. Cp. Col. iii. 4, 1 Pet. v. 4. 

without sin] Standing wholly apart from 
it: no longer, as at His first coming, ‘‘made 
sin for us? (2 Cor. v. 21). . 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuap. rx. 4; 05-1411 8,1167 


4. The word 6vjuarüpiv is used: as the 
designation of the Incense-altar by Philo (r. 
504), and Josephus (‘ Ant.’ rrr, vi. 8; ‘J. W. 
V. V. 5); as also by Clem. Alex., and Origen. 
A different word (zvpetov, ‘fire-pan”) is used 
by the LXX. for *'censer" in Lev. xvi. 12. 
The adjective xpvco?v is applied to the Altar 
of Incense in Exod. xl. s. ` 


9. As regards the preposition els, it may 
be either (1) for;—as in els éwauróv, ‘for a 
(whole) year? (Hom. ‘HU.’ xix. 32), or (2) 
unto;—a parable designed: for those who lived 
before Christ came. 

The xarà of the next clause (xa6' ôv) will 
mean ‘‘during” or “throughout.” 


14. Instead of aiwviov, many cursives have 
ayiov; and so the Itala, Vulg., and Coptic ver- 
sions read. The variation is of no textual value, 
but is interesting as a testimony to the view 
which was taken of the meaning of the passage. 
In modern times many have understood by 

_ the ‘‘ Eternal Spirit,” either our Lord's Divine 
nature, or His human spirit. The use of the 
preposition àià seems scarcely consistent with 
either of these views; but harmonizes with 
the reference to the Holy Spirit. ‘This refer- 
ence is further supported by the prominence 


Ty, eae 
given,to the title Xpiørós in this chapter; re- 
curring asit does in vv. 11, 14, 24, 28. The 
great High-priest needed no baptism to 
cleanse Him from sin; but He was anointed 
at His baptism with the Holy Ghost, in pre- 
paration for His priestly work. In the power 
of that anointing He ‘offered Himself with- 
out spot to God." 


15. In addition to what has been urged 
above, observe that 

(1) The word 8ca6jxy occurs frequently 
in the LXX., and always means Covenant. 

(2) In vv. 18—20 we have Exod. xxiv, 
8 quoted; where the word certainly denotes a 
covenant. 

(3) The émayyedia, here associated with 
the diajxn, is used eight times in Gal. iii. 14— 
28 of God's covenant-promises. Comp. also 
ch. vi. 17, viii. 6; Eph. ii. 12; Acts iii. 25. 

(4) To speak of “ transgressions under 
a testament” (v. 15) is to join together incon- 
gruous ideas: whereas Israel is often said to 
have “transgressed” God's “covenant” (Deut. 
xvii. 2; Josh. xxiii 16; Judg. ii. 20; 2 K. 
xviii. 12; Jer. xxxiv. 18; Hos. vi. 7, viii. 1). 

(5) ‘The return of the Mediator to life 
was necessary for the establishing of the Cove- 
nant (cp. r Pet. i. 3, 4): while the return 
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of a testator to life would invalidate a testa- 
ment. (anti 

6) ‘The idea of a covenant recurs 1n xil. 
24 (‘‘the Mediator of the New Covenant”) 
and in xiii. 20. 


16. The verb, $épo, is used by Demos- 
thenes (Liddell and Scott) of « alleging," or, 
bringing forward, “ reasons.” ‘This, or nearly 
this, meaning is assigned to the word here by 
most modern commentators. 

The Syriac uses the same word here that 
it does in ch. xii. 27 (A. V. “signifieth”), 
John xii. 33, xxi. 19. 

The Vulg. has intercedat, “should take 
place; "—the same verb being used in v. 15 to 
represent yevopévov (‘morte intercedente 2): 


17. The assertion here made about a 
“covenant” (like that made in ch. v. 1 about 
^ high-priests ") must be taken as limited by 
the matter in hand; that is, it refers to a 
divine Covenant. 

The general idea of a Covenant is, a solemn 
guarantee given by a person to maintain to- 
wards another the relation of peace and good- 
will (Gen. xxi. 23, xxvi. 28—31), friendship 
(x Sam. xviii. 3, 4), brotherhood (Zech. xi. 
14, LXX), or love (Mal. ii. 14). Plainly, 
then, deatb is no way necessary to the forma- 
tion of a covenant between man and man. 
If any wrong have been done by either party, 
it must be set right (Gen. xxi. 25, 1 Kings xx. 
34); but nothing more is needed. On the 


[vr r. 


other hand, deatb enters of necessity into the 
idea of a covenant between God and man; 
since death is the penalty of sin, and sin 
adheres to all mankind. Sinful man can be 
brought into communion with the holy God 
only if provision be made for the forgiveness 
of his sin, and his restoration to holiness; 
both of which are provided for by the death 
of Christ (ii. 1r, 17), the Mediator of the 
New Covenant. 

This distinction is brought out prominently 
by a comparison of Gen. xxi 22—32 and 
xxii. 9——13 ;— 

(1i) In xxi, 22—32 Abraham and Abime- 
lech made a covenant (d:¢6evto dpdorepot 
dcabnnv); but there is no sacrifice. 

(2) In xxii. g—13 the Divine Covenant is 
made émi vexpois. Isaac, representing cone 
seed of Abraham,” is laid on the altar and is 
reckoned among the dead; ‘from whence 
also in a figure” (ch. xi. 19) he was raised. 
Shortly afterwards a victim provided by God 
is seen lying dead on the same altar. In the 
Antitype both the parties to the Covenant meet 
together. 


24. In vv.24, 26, 28 three different Greek 
verbs are all rendered in A. V. by “appear:”— 
in v. 24, èêppavıo bivan which is used in Acts 
xxiv. r, xxv. 2 almost as a legal term, “to ap- 
pear personally;? in v. 26, mepavépwras (see 
the note on v. 26); in v. 28, ój6roerau, which 
means simply to be seen, or become visible. 





CHAPTER X. 


1 The weakness of the law sacrifices. 10 The 
sacrifice of Christ's body once offered, 14 for 
ever hath taken away sins. 19 An exhorta- 
tion to hold fast the faith, with patience and 
thanksgiving. 


OR the law having a shadow of 

good things to come, «zd not 
the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually make 
the comers thereunto perfect. 








Cuar. X, With the concluding word of 
ix. 28, “salvation,” the great argument of chh. 
vii—ix was virtually brought to a close. In 
vv. 1—18 of the present chapter it is reca- 
pitulated and enforced. ‘This section has three 
subdivisions, each of which rests upon a pas- 
sage of the Old Testament: (1) vv. 1—tro, of 
the perfect sacrifice of Christ, on Ps. xl. 6—8; 
(2) vv. 11—13, of His perfect ministry, on 
Ps. cx. 15; (3) vv. 14—18, of the perfect Co- 
venant which He has established, on Jer. xxxi. 
33, 34. ‘The ruling thought of the section is 
seen in vv. 4, 10 (“once”), v. 12 (‘one sa- 
crifice"), v. 14 (**one offering"), v. 18 (**no 
more offering for sin”). 


1. For] Only in Christ (ix. rr, 28) was 
this hope of present forgiveness and final sal- 
vation to be found: For the Law was utterly 
powerless to give these. It only furnished a 
shadowy outline (viii. 5) of the good things 
that were to come (ix. 11). 


the very image of the things| In the Gospel 
we have the full, lifelike, presentation of the 
actual things (cp. xi 14). In Christ 
atonement, sanctification, and salvation, are 
facts; ever present to the eye of faith. 

Obs. The delineation of Christ’s work given 
in the Psalms and Prophets went far beyond 
the shadows of the Law; yet, after all, it re- 
mained but a dim outline of things that were 
hoped for, and not as yet accomplished. 

with those...) Rather, with the same 
sacrifices, year after year, which. The 
reference is plainly to the ever-recurring Days 
of Atonement. Each of these involved a con- 
fession that its predecessor had failed to pro- 
vide the worshippers with freedom of access 
to God’s presence. ‘The fact, that the same 
sacrifices had to be reiterated in never-ending 
succession, shewed that they did not effect - 
a true and final atonement. 

the comers thereunto| Or, ** those that draw 
near (with them) ;” comp. v. 22, Vil. 25. 


v. 2—8.] 


2 For then would they not have 
ceased to be offered? because that 
the worshippers once purged should 
have had no more conscience of sins. 

3 But in those sacrifices there is 
a remembrance again made of sins 
every year. 

4 For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should 


take away sins. 
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5 Wherefore when he cometh into 
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body !hast thou prepared me: 

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices me. 
for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 

7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written 
of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

` 8 Above when he said, Sacrifice 





perfect] restored to complete peace and 
communion with God (cp. v. 2, ix. 9). 


2. once] ‘once for all." This purification 
is provided in the new Covenant; its outward 
pledge being the ** one baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins.” Cp. v. 22, ix. 14 ; Rom. vi. 
4—14. 

conscience of sins] consciousness of unfor- 
given sins; such as separated from God and 
called for fresh expiatory sacrifices. ‘The one 
sacrifice of Christ avails for the uninterrupted 
purification of all who ‘walk in the light” 
(1 John i. 7, ii. 1, 2). 

3. a remembrance again made], The Greek 
has simply **a remembering :”—a recalling to 
mind of sins which, although ‘passed over 
through the forbearance of God” (Rom. iii. 
25), continued adhering to the people; so that 
every returning Day of Atonement called for 
new typical sacrifices, ‘‘ because of the unclean- 
ness of the children of Israel and because of 
all their transgressions in all their sins” (Lev. 
xvi. 16; cp. x Cor. xv. 17). 

The confession of the people's sins was 
made, not over the head of the slain goat, but 
over that of the living one: which bore them 
away, symbolically, to oblivion (Lev. xvi. 21); 
—put out of sight and passed over, rather 
than atoned for. 


4. of bulls and of goats] Still pointing to 
the Day of Atonement (cp. ix. 12, 13). 

take away] The word used in Isai. vi. 7, 
Zech. iii. 4 (A. V. ** caused...to pass"). 


5. Wherefore] Since the legal sacrifices 
were unable to make any real atonement, the 
prophetic Psalm represents the Saviour as 
putting those sacrifices aside, and substituting 
for them His own perfect obedience and self- 
oblation. 

when be|—the ‘ Christ" of ix. 28. 
the Psalm refers to Christ is evident, for 

(1) The speaker is one whose coming had 
been foretold **in the volume of the Book " 
(v. 7); but it was of Christ that ‘ Moses in 
the Law and the prophets did write" (John 
i 


'That 


45). i 
(2) In Christ only can vv. 8 and 12 be 
reconciled; **'Thy Law is within my heart; ” 


* mine iniquities have taken hold of me" 
(cp. Isai. liii. xr). 

(3) The reference to Christ gives harmony 
to vv. 12—17; in which one who is burdened 
with numberless *' iniquities" solicits no par- 
don, but appeals to God for help, with the 
certainty that God “ thinketh upon” Him. 

(4) The confidence with which the speaker 
represents his own obedience as the object of 
Divine complacency, and as effecting the end 
which the legal sacrifices pointed to, but could 
not attain, is appropriate to none but Christ. 

into the world] Resigning His supra-mun- 
dane glory ; the glory which He had * before 
the world was" (John xvii 5). Cp. John 
11. 17,1X. 39, Xvi. 28. 

Sacrifice and offering] ‘The former of these 
terms is applied more specially to the ** peace- 
offerings ” (Lev. iii. 1, 6, 9, vii. 11—34), the 
latter to the meal-offering. ‘The burnt-offer- 
ings and sin-offerings are spoken of in v. 6. 

wouldest not] They were not the end aimed 
at in the Divine arrangements. 'They came 
in only provisionally, as a means by which 
men might be trained to draw near to God in 
lowly, reverential, faith, and so be enabled to 
obey Him (cp. Jer. vii. 21——23). 

a body...] Sothe LXX.; paraphrasing, as 
it does elsewhere, in a difficult passage. The 
Hebrew (cp. note on Ps. xl. 6) is literally : 
* Ears hast Thou digged unto (or, for) Me;” 
ears into which Thy word may sink deep. 
The rendering of the Seventy seems to imply 
that they understood the passage of Messiah, 
whose obedience was to be exhibited in the 
midst of intense bodily sufferings (Ps. xxii. 
14, 15). i 

7. Icome| Rather, I am come; in fulfil- 
ment of the many types and prophecies con- 
tained in “the volume” of the Law. Comp. 
John vi. 38. 

to do thy will] To work out all God’s 
will concerning Him: but especially, to effect 
what God had willed respecting the mystery 
of man’s redemption ;—that the inviolability of 
the law of righteousness should be established 
for ever by that very act which secured the 
remission of human sin. 


8. Above when be said] Rather, ** Having 


ai 


l Or, thon 
hast fitted 
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and offering and burnt offerings and 
offering for sin thou wouldest not, 
neither hadst pleasure therein; which 
are offered by the law; 

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to 
do thy will, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish 
the second. 

10 By the which will we are sanc- 
tified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

II And every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes 


[v. 9-13. 


the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins : 

I2 But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God ; 

I3 From henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made his footstool. 

14 For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified. 

15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also 
is a witness to us: for after that he 


had said before, 





first said; "—in the earlier words of the quota- 
tion. The writer wishes to call attention to 
the emphatic Then of the Psalm (**'Then said 
I"). After the insufficiency of the ceremonial 
system had been clearly exhibited, then the 
Elect Servant of the Lord came forward to 
offer the one true sacrifice. 

Sacrifice and offering] Or (correct reading), 
“Sacrifices and offerings.” 

which] Rather, such as (and so in v. 11). 


9. The true reading here is without the 
words, ** O God,” 

the first] ‘The legal, typical, offerings. 

the second] His own perfect obedience 
“even unto death” (Phil. ii. 8). This, as the 
appropriate means of saving mankind, was 
what God willed; what He had willed “ be- 
fore the foundation of the world" (x Pet. i. 
20). 


10. By the which will] Rather, In virtue 
of which will;L— God's will concerning the 
salvation of men (x Tim. ii. 4), wrought out 
by Christ. 

are sanctified) Rather, have been sancti- 
fied, or consecrated to God (see note on ii. 
II) Compare v. 29, “the blood of the 
Covenant, wherewith (or, in virtue of which) 
he was sanctified " (cp. Eph. v. 26). 

once for all| ‘This may be connected either 
with “offering” or with -“ sanctified.” The 
former way of taking it seems to be most in 
harmony with vv. 12, I4, vii. 27, 1x. 12, 
26:28. 


. 11. The argument now passes from the 
Day of Atonement to the daily sacrifices. 
The same charges apply to these: (1) They 
are constantly repeated; and (z) Each one 
of them is inefficacious, 

standeth| ‘The word used of the Levitical 
ministers in Deut. x. 8, xviii. 5, 7; as of 
servants generally,  K, x. 8, 2 K. v. 25. 

take away] The word is often used of 
Stripping off that which surrounds, or adheres 
to, a thing. In x Chro. xxi. 8, as here, it is 
applied to the removal of guilt. 


12. But this man, after] Rather, * But 
He, when.” 

Jor ever,| In vii. 3 and x. 1 the phrase is 
rendered, **continually ” (more exactly, ‘in 
perpetuity”). ‘The punctuation given by the 
A.V. is that of Chrys, Theophyl., Luther, 
and Lachmann. ‘The rhythm of the Greek, 
however, is very distinctly in favour of put- 
ting the comma after ‘‘sins” and joining **for 
ever” with what follows. So the Syriac: 
* But this man offered one sacrifice for sins, 
and sate down at the right hand of God for 
ever." ‘This suppliesa more complete antithesis, 
also, to the ** standeth daily ” of v. rr. 


13. From henceforth expecting] or,“ Thence- 
forward waiting;" waiting with long-suffering 
patience from age to age (as in x Pet. iii. 20). 
In ix. 28, nearly the same word is used of His 
people's waiting for His return. 


14. perfected for ever] Brought into a 
state of complete and uninterrupted com- 
munion with God. ` Cp. v. 1, vii. 19. 

that are sanctified) ‘That yield themselves 
to the power of that consecration which He 
had bestowed on them (v. 10). Cp. ii. 11. 


15. Whereof...| Lit. ** And the Holy Ghost 
also beareth witness unto us;" confirming 
what has been said about the “ perfecting” of 
those who abide under the consecrating power 
of Christ's Covenant. 

said before] ‘The best versions and MSS, 
have simply ‘‘ said.” Some MSS. and trans- 
lations supply, before w. 17, **'Then He saith,” 
or, “He afterwards saith,” to complete the 
sentence which begins, ** After that He said.” 
Most moderns suppose that the writer borrows 
the words “saith the Lord” from the pro- 
phetic text, and weaves them into his own 
statement (cp. on v. 9). “After He hath 
said, This is...days; the Lord saith, Putting 
my laws upon their heart, upon their mind 
also will I, &c.” ‘This has the advantage of 
giving prominence to the two elements of the 
prophecy, which correspond to the two parts 
of the assertion in v, 15; sanctification, and’ 
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16 This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will ^ put my laws 
into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them ; 

17 And their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more. 

18 Now where remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for 
sin. 


19 Having therefore, brethren, 'bold- pee 
ness to enter into the holiest by the T 
blood of Jesus, 

20 By a new and living way, 
which he hath !consecrated for us, tOr, new 
through the veil, that is to say, his "^^^ 
flesh ; 

21 And having an high priest over 
the house of God ; 

22 Let us draw near with a true 





freedom’ of access to God. ‘To such as have 
“ the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” 
swaying them, ‘‘ there is no condemnation” 
(Rom. viii. 1, 2). 


18. remission] 'The word used in Lev. xxv. 
to (A. V. “liberty "). Here it corresponds 
to the “I will remember no more” of v. 17. 
'The record of sin should be effaced no less 
surely than the record of debt was on the 
coming in of the Jubile-year. 

Obs. This “remission of sins” was ex- 
pressly mentioned by our Lord as the fruit of 
the ** New Covenant," which He established 
in His blood (Matt. xxvi. 28). 

no more] Or, **no longer:"— since there is 
no further need of it. 


19. The THIRD great Argument, which 
began at ch. v. 1, being complete, an exhoita- 
tion now follows, similar to that which came 
in at the close of the Second Argument (iv. 
14— 16). 

boldness] As in iv. 16. "There is no longer 
cause for shrinking from God's presence. 

to enter into] Lit. ** concerning the entrance 
into." ‘They enjoy present freedom of access to 
the Mercy-seat (v. 22, iv. 16) ; and they look 
forward to the time when they shall actually 
enter the eternal Sanctuary (vi. 19, 20). 

by tbe blood] Rather, **in virtue of the 
"blood" (cp. v. 10). ‘This may be connected 
either with “having boldness,” or (more pro- 
bably) with “entrance” (see ix. 25). 


20. By a new...| Rather, ** By the way 
which He consecrated (or, dedicated, see 
ix. 18) for us, a new and living (way).” 

The thought contained in the last words of 
v. I9, “in virtue of the blood of Jesus,” is 
here expanded in an allegorical form. ‘The 
Jewish high-priest was shut out from access 
to the Holy of Holies by the veil, which hung 
in front of it. How then did he pass into it 
on the Day of Atonement? By what way? 
He entered in by the virtue of the sacrificial 
blood (ix. 7, 25). This alone enabled him to 
draw aside the veil, which separated between 
sinful man and the Holy God, The atoning 
blood formed (for a brief interval) a way of 
approach to God. But, whatever the typical 
value of this entrance into the Holy of Holies 
might be, it could not ‘give life". (Gal. ili: 


21). 'The *living way" of reconciliation 
was ‘‘consecrated for us” by the blood of 
Jesus. So long as the Word tabernacled in 
flesh, sin was not atoned for. But, when that 
flesh was rent, so that the life-blood poured 
forth from it, the way into the Holiest was 
* made manifest" (ix. 8), and ‘dedicated :” 
a “living” way, endued with “the power of 
an endless life? (vii. 16); allowing man to 
enter into communion with the Living God. 

a new...way| *'*New," in the sense of 
“recent,” as being only of late established, 
after the lapse of so many ages. 

through tbe veil] So.that the veil was done 
away for ever; as was signified by the his- 
torical ‘‘ rending" of the veil of the Temple, 
which took place at Christ's death (Matt. 
xxvii, 51). Having once “ reconciled us in the 
body of His flesh through death,” He did not 
resume the ‘‘likeness of sinful flesh.” ‘The 
veil disappeared; and in its room was seen the 
“living way,” the glorified humanity of Him 
who is *the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John xiv. 6); “in whom we have boldness 
and access with confidence by the faith of 
Him” (Eph. iii. 12). 


21. an high priest] Lit. “a great priest ;” 
which is the exact rendering of the Hebrew 
words (in Num. xxxv. 25, 28, and elsewhere) 
for which ** high-priest " stands in A.V. The 
expression, which occurs here only in the 
Epistle, is suited to the present passage; where 
Christians are viewed as priests, who have 
access into the Holiest and are members of 
God's family. In the passage of Leviticus, 
where the dignity of the high-priest is espe- 
cially dwelt upon (Lev. xxi. 1o0— 12, see on 
ii. 10), the words translated ** He that is the 
high-priest among his brethren," are strictly, 
« The priest that is greater than his brethren.” 
This corresponds to what is added here, over 
the house (or, household) of God (cp. on iii. 6). 
Christ is *the First-born among many bre- 
thren ” (Rom. viii. 29), whom He has ‘‘made 
priests,..unto God” (Rev. i. 6). This view 
throws additional light on v. 22, which points 
out what qualifications we need for ** drawing 
near," as priests, to God. 


22. draw near] A liturgical term (as 
in v. I, iv. 16, vii. 25). 


HEBREWS. X. [v. 23—27. 


heart in full assurance of faith, hav- 
ing our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 

23 Let us hold fast the profession 
of our faith without wavering ; (for he 
i5 faithful that promised ;) 

24 And let us consider one an- 
other to provoke unto love and to 
good works : 

25 Not forsaking the assembling 


of ourselves together, as the manne: 
of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching. 

26 For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, 

27 But a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. 





with a true heart] ‘The words used in Isai. 
xxxviii. 3, LXX. (in A. V. ** with a perfect 
heart”). 

in full assurance of faith) So that our 
faith may have its complete developement (see 
on vi. 11); embracing the fulness of Christ's 
redemptive work. 

having...| The perfect passive participles, 
following an exhortation, must be taken as 
supplying additional reasons why the exhorta- 
tion should be obeyed (as in x Pet. i. 23, 
"having been born again”); * seeing that we 
have had our hearts sprinkled...our bodies 
washed." Both these terms refer to the 
benefits of the baptismal Covenant: (1) The 
heart is “ sprinkled,” and so cleansed (see on 
Isai. lii. 15), * from an evil conscience” (cp. 
v. 2, ix. 13, 14), through the atoning blood 
of Christ (called in xii. 24, “the blood of 
sprinkling ;” cp. x Pet. i. 2), which is applied 
to the believer by means of baptism (cp. 
Acts xxii. 16); (2) And the body also has its 
share of blessing; the symbolical washing 
with **pure water" (comp. Ezek. xxxvi. 25) 
being a pledge, that the body so washed shall, 
in the great day of ** the Regeneration" (Matt. 
xix. 28; cp. Tit. iii. 5), be raised to perfect 
* incorruption ” (cp. Rom. viii. 11). 

23. of our faitb] A curious oversight. 
It should be, of our hope. ‘Thus in v. 22 
we have faith; in v. 23, hope; in v. 24, love. 

without wavering| Rather, that it (our 
confession) waver not. ‘The word here 
rendered ‘‘hold fast” is not the one which 
was so rendered in iv. 14, and the meaning is 
different. ‘There the exhortation was, to bold 
Jast by our profession of faith (objectively) ; 
here it is, to maintain in unwavering firmness 
the profession of our hope (subjectively). 

faithful] and worthy of our trust (xi. r1; 
1 Thess. v. 24). 


24. consider one another] Looking with 
kindly interest on each other’s concerns, so 
that we may “provoke” one another to a 
holy rivalry in generous deeds. 

25. Such zeal of brotherly love would 
overcome that fear of persecution which made 
*some" abstain from the public assemblies 
of the Church. 





the assembling...togetber| to meet your com- 
mon Lord and Saviour. This may be taken 
as implied in the word: for the noun occurs 
elsewhere, in the New Testament, only in 
2 Thess. ii. 1, where it refers to the gathering 
of the saints to meet Christ at His second 
coming ; and the verb is the one which is used 
in Ps. cii. 22, ** when the peoples are gathered 
together...to serve the Lord." Every assem- 
bling of the Church is a preparation for that 
final gathering. Cp. also Matt. xxiii. 37, 
xxiv. 31, where the same word is used. 

The inference we have drawn from the term 
itself is confirmed by the fact that the Apostle 
here proceeds to speak of ‘‘the day ;" just as 
in 2 Thess. ii. 1, 2, he goes on to speak of 
* the day of Christ." 

the day] Cp. x Cor. ili. x3. As in James 
v. 8, 9, so here, there may be an allusion to the 
approaching visitation on Jerusalem; but the 
thought of the Last Judgment had been linked 
on inseparably to that event by our Lord's 
own prophecy (Matt. xxiv). 


26. The wilful sin here spoken of must 
be apostasy (ili. 12, vi. 6); into which those, 
who forsook the fellowship of the Church, 
were in danger of drifting. 

the knowledge] ‘The word here used implies 
a degree of real insight; genuine ** recognition" 
of the truth. 

no more] or (v. 18), “ no longer.” ‘This is 
the dark side of the truth, of which the con- 
solatory side was presented in v. 18. To 
those who abide under shelter of the one 
atoning Sacrifice, no other sacrifice is needful ; 
to those who have left that shelter, none other 
can be of any worth. The old ritual had 
been of value, so long as it nourished hope in a 
coming Saviour. ‘To those who-receded from 
faith in Christ, it was a delusion. 


27. What remains for them is, during life, 
a certain vague and undefined, but anxious 
and fearful, looking forward to judgment; 
and afterwards, inexorable justice. There 
ought to be a comma at *judgment;" the 
word for “ indignation” being in the nomina- 
tive. 

fiery indignation] Rather, ‘‘a fiery jealousy ;” 
with allusion, probably, to Deut. iv. 24. God's 
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eut. 32. 
Rom. 
1g. 


v. 28—34.] 


28 He that despised Moses? law 
died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses : 

29 Of how much sorer punish- 
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace? 

30 For we know him that hath 
said, ^ Vengeance belongeth unto me, 

will recompense, saith the Lord. 


justice is “jealous” of whatever tends to 
obscure the purity of His holiness (cp. Deut. 
XXiX. 20). 

devour tbe adversaries] A reference to Isai. 
xxvi. Ir (cp. lxiv. 1); where also God's jea- 
lousy is represented as a fire, 


28. despised...died] Rather, ‘‘setteth at 
nought,..dieth.” Such was the provision of 
the Law respecting apostasy (Deut. xvii. 
2—7). To go back from Christ to trust in 
an antiquated ritual was no way better than 
idolatry (cp. on iii. 12). 

29. the blood of tbe covenant] By which 
the New Covenant was established (cp. ix. 20). 

wherewith] Or, “in virtue of which” 
(vv. xo, 19). 

sanctified | So that he was allowed to ap- 
proach the All-holy One with acts of worship 
(Oro xni 12). 

unboly| Lit. “common” (in Rom. xiv. 14, 
**unclean"). Their apostasy was equivalent 
to asserting that Jesus was a mere man, and, 
consequently, a sharer in human sinfulness. 

done despite unto] or, “insulted,” “treated 
with scorn,” 

the Spirit of grace] Which (in accordance 
with the promise in Zech. xii. ro) had been 
‘poured out” on believers; teaching them to 
«look unto Him, whom” the sins of men 
“had pierced.” ‘To treat with scorn the Holy 
Spirit, who was the fountain of grace, and 
who was Himself so gracious, so full of tender 
sympathy! to insult Him!—what desperate 
malignity! 

30. we know him] We know His cha- 
racter, that He is ‘‘a God of truth” (Deut. 
xxxii. 6); who “will not call back His words” 
(Isai. xxxi. 2). 

Fengeance...] Rather, To me belongeth 
vengeance (Deut. xxxii. 35; Rom. xii. 19). 

God's justice is inviolable. It must per- 
form its: work of **recompensing." How fear- 
ful the lot of those who have left the only refuge 
which can protect against the sword of Divine 
Justice! 


New Test, —Vor. IV, 


HEBREWS, X. 


And' again, The Lord shall judge his 
people. 

31 Jt is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God. 

32 But call to remembrance the 
former days, in which, after ye were 
illuminated, ye endured a great fight 
of afflictions ; 

33 Partly, whilst ye were made 
a gazingstock both by reproaches and 
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye be- 
came companions of them that were 
so used. 

34 For ye had compassion of me 





the Lord... | See Deut. xxxii. 36. God 
“judges” His people, when He vindicates 
their rights and overthrows their *'adver- 
saries” (cp. ib. v. 43);—those ‘‘adversaries” 
among whom the apostate had cast in his lot 
(v. 27). 

31. the living God] See the note on iii. 
12, Even for the penitent “it is a fearful 
thing” to be placed under His rod (2 S. xxiv. 
14f.); what must it be, then, for the wilful 
transgressor (x Pet. iv. 17, 18)? 

David had been spared, when, in obedi- 
ence to God's injunction, he offered:a burnt- 
offering on Mount Moriah. For those who 
now rejected the one true Sacrifice, the Tem- 
ple sacrifices on Moriah were utterly unavail- 
ing. 

32. the former days| When they set a 
noble example to all Churches, x Thess. ii, 14. 
illuminated] As in vi. 4 (**enlightened"). 

endured| Sustained, and bore up resolutely 
under (cp. xii. 2, 3, 7, where the same word 
is used). 'The derived noun is used in v. 36, 
Xii I; where it is too feebly rendered 
* patience." 

fight of affictions] A “fight,” or combat, 
like that of the athlete. ‘They had to wrestle 
with “afflictions” (or, ‘‘sufferings;” as in ii. 
9, 10). The Church at Jerusalem had passed 
through other persecutions besides those men- 
tioned in Acts viii and xii (see on ch. xiii. 7). 


33. a gazing-stock] Or, **a spectacle” (cp. 
I Cor. iv. 9); as when athletes were exposed 
to public view in the amphitheatre. The 
“reproaches” were, probably, the slanderous 
accusations which were so commonly brought 
against Christians (cp. 1 Pet. iv. 14). 

became companions of | Rather, made 
yourselves partners with:—by your 
active sympathy with sufferers, drawing upon 
yourselves popular violence or legal penalties. 


34. For ye had) For ye both had. 
compassion of me in my bonds] Lit. **sym- 
pathy with my bonds;” or (according to 
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in my bonds, and took joyfully thé 
spoiling of your goods, knowing in 
yourselves that ye have in heaven a 
better and an enduring substance. 

35 Cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath great recom- 
pence of reward. 

36 For ye have need of patience, . 
that, after ye have done the will of 
God, ye might receive the promise. 





another reading, see Note below) **with them 
that were in bonds" (xiii. 3). If the Re- 
ceived ‘Text be ‘correct, the reference will 
naturally be to St Paul's detention at Cæsarea. 
The other reading would not exclude such a 
reference; since Aristarchus, who went up 
with Paul to Jerusalem (Acts xx. 4), was his 
‘¢fellow-prisoner” at Rome (Col. iv. 10), and 
therefore, in all probability, was so at Cæsarea. 

took joyfully] Or, ‘accepted with joy.” Cp. 
Mattov. r2; Col. i. 11; 3 Pet. iy, 12, 13: 

knowing in...] Rather, knowing that ye 
have for yourselves a better posses- 
sion [in heaven] and one that abideth. 
—See Additional Note.—The possession was 
theirs already by an indefeasible title; because 
they were brethren of Him who is “Heir of 
all things” (i. 2). 


35. Cast not away|—as soldiers might 
cast away their arms after a long fight. 

confidence] In w. 19 rendered, ** boldness ;” 
confidence in approaching ‘the throne of 
grace” (cp. iii. 6, iv. 16). 

36. For...] They were not to be dispirited 
by the length of their trial: for—perseverance 
in doing the will of God was a needful preli- 


. minary to obtaining the reward which He had 


promised. 

patience] patient endurance, or, fortitude; 
as in 2 Thess, i 4, Rev. xii. ro. Cp. on 
v. 32. 

after ye have done] Rather, having done. 
In doing the will of God they would be con- 
formed to Christ (vv. 7—9, cp. xiii. 21), 
and could not fail to enjoy His blessing. 

receive] in actual fulfilment (xi. 13, 39). 

the promise] of entering into His rest.(iv. 
1), in the ‘‘eternal inheritance" (ix. 15). 


37. a little while] ‘The expression (in the 
original, a peculiar one) is'found in Isai. xxvi. 
20, LXX. (in A. V., ‘‘a little moment”). 

be that...| or, ‘the that cometh shall come, 
and shall not tarry." So the LXX. (Hab. ii. 
3). The Hebrew is more naturally taken as 
referring to the vision: ‘though it tarry, 
wait for it; for it will surely come.” ‘The 
word used by the LX X. for **wait" is the one 
that occurred above in v. 32, **endured." 





Tv- 35—39. 


37 For yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will: 
not tarry. : 

38 Now the just shall live by 
faith: but if any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him. 

39 But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition; but of 
them that believe to the saving of 


. the soul. 





38. The. writer, weaving the prophet's 
words into his own address, inverts the order 
of the clauses (comp. on Hab. ii. 4). 

shall live] The verb has here the same 
kind of emphasis which it has in Ezek, xviii. 
22; “In his righteousness that he hath done 
he shall live;”—shall maintain that spiritual 
life, which issues in salvation. Thus the 
“saving of the soul” of v. 39 may be looked 
on as an explanation of the term, ‘‘live,” which 
is used here.—See Additional Note. 

by faith) Lit. “from faith.” ‘The issue of 
his faith shall be life (see below). ‘The Hebrew 
word rendered ‘‘faith” in Hab. ii. 4 generally 
signifies stedfastness, or, fidelity; but the 
*quait for it” of v. 3 shews that it here de- 
notes, stedfast affiance on God's promise; which 
is the prevailing idea of “faith” throughout 
ch. xi. The most essential element in /oyalty 
to God is, to put faith in Him. They only will 
be ‘‘stedfast in His covenant" who *:believe 
in Him" (Ps. Ixxviii. 21, 37). 

if any man| Rather, if he. It is true that 
we should translate the LXX., ‘if one draw 
back;" but as the Apostle, in constructing his 
own sentence, deliberately transposed the verse- 
members, he certainly meant the warning to 
apply to the just man. Comp. Ezek. xviii. 24. 

draw. back] from patient waiting on God. 
Such withdrawal might be owing in some 
cases to cowardice, in others to self-confidence. 
The Greek word more naturally suggests the 
thought of the former of these; the Hebrew 
that of the latter. ‘The men, whose history 
was commented on in chh. ii and iv, were 
guilty of **drawing back" in both ways; first 
refusing to go up and occupy Canaan, and 
then endeavouring to do so in opposition to 
God's will (Numb, xiv. 2, 4o: see Note 
below). ~ 

shall have no) Rather, hath zo. 


39. not of them who...| Lit. “not (on 
the side) of drawing back...but (on the side) 
of faith..." It is this word “ faith,” which 
supplies the transition to ch. xi. i 

saving| A rare word; lit. “winning,” or 
*acquiring:" here, winning back from perdi- 
tion. The verb occurs in Ezek. xiii. 18 (“save 
the souls a/ive "). 
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83. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuar, x. $4, 38. 


. 84. The received reading rois Seopots pov 
is supported by N, K, L, P, and other MSS., 
as also by Clem. Alex. and Origen; while A, 
D, with other MSS., as wellas the two Syriac 
Versions and the Vulg., support rois Seopiots, 
In the fifth century Euthalius appealed to 
this passage as confirming the belief that the 
Epistle was written by St Paul. 

It is in favour of the ordinary reading, that 
cvuma8éo in iv. 13 has for its object, not the 
persons who suffer, but that which is the 
cause of their suffering.: 

34. The clause èv ovpavots is found in 
many good MSS., in the Peshito, and many 
Greek fathers; but is wanting in A, D, N, 
in the Vulgate, and in some fathers. The 
rhythm of the sentence and the analogy of xi. 
16 plead for its retention. 

For év éavrois, Lachmann reads éavrovs, 
Tischendorf éavrois. ‘The latter has the ma- 
jority of cursive MSS. in its favour, is philo- 
logically simple, and yields a good sense: ** Ye 
have done as your Lord advised, when He said 
(Luke xii. 33, 34), Sell your possessions (rà 
Vrápxovra vuó») and give alms: make for 
Jourselves bags that wax not old, a treasure in 
the heavens that faileth not.” 


' 88. This emphatic meaning of the word 
is illustrated by Gal. iii. rr, 12; in which 
Hab. ii, 4 is contrasted with Lev. xviii. 5, 


CHAPTER XI. 
1 What faith is. 6 Without faith we cannot 
please God. 7 The worthy fruits thereof in 
the fathers of old time. 


“The man that doeth them shall /ive in them.” 
Referring to this sentence of the Law, our Lord 
said (Matt. xix. 17): “If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the, commandments,” In the 


- other place in which Hab. ii. 4 is cited, Rom. 


i. 16, 17, itis to illustrate the statement that 
the Gospel is “the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth,” j 


88. The Hebrew is, “in his faith” (cp. 
Ezek, xviii. 22): so that we may paraphrase 
the sentence thus; “The righteous man, 
abiding in his faith, shall have life.” The 
Septuagintal rendering, pov ék miorews (found 
in good MSS. here too), would be represented 
thus: *'The righteous man shall, as the out- 
come of faith in Me (cp. Eph. iii. 12), have 
life.” The position of poy before ek miorews 
is similar to its position in pov dad rjv oréynv 
(Matt. viii. 8); whereas the unlikelihood of 
the combination ó 8icavos pov is extreme; no 
such form as 'p'7N being anywhere found, 

38. The verb, which is rendered *'lifted 
up" in Hab. ii. 4, occurs elsewhere only in 
Numb. xiv. 44; “they presumed to go up.” 
In Deut. i. 43 the corresponding verb is 9°17; 
which is used in Neh. ix. 16 (A. V. “ dealt 
proudly”) in reference to Israel’s refusing to 
take possession of the land. In each case their 
disobedience was a manifestation of self-will ; 
which, in each case, had its root in unbelief. 


TOW faith is the "substance of ! O5 


ground, 


things hoped for, the evidence pn en 


LUCE, 


of things not seen. 





CHAP. XI. In the conclusion of chap. x 
Jaith had been set forth as the means by which 
we obtain Eternal Life. The characteristics 
of this faith are now given, and verified in a 
large number of examples. 


1, Now faith is] ‘This is not to be taken 
as a definition of faith, The Hebrew Chris- 
tians knew well that faith was “belief in 
God's word." But, if they did not require to 
have the term “ faith” defined, they did stand 
in need of being reminded what was involved 
in the act of faith. God's word had revealed 
to them certain facts relating to the inwisible 
world, and had taught them to Zope for a far 
higher state of existence than the present. 
Well: where true faith existed, it would be 
found to give present substance to the things 
which were thus proposed to their hope, and to 
supply conviction of the reality of those unseen 
Jacts. ‘They who were ‘‘on the side of faith” 
39), then, must not cling tenaciously to 
the present and the visible: for faith has to do 
with the future and the unseen; making the 
Suture present, the unseen evident, s 


the substance] | Rather, **a substantiating,” 
or *a giving present reality to" (see below). 
Faith, taking its stand firnly upon God's 
word, apprehends the good things which He 
has promised, as if they actually existed. 

things hoped for]. This is meant simply to 
describe the class of things spoken of. Weare 
not to infer from it that hope precedes faith. 
Certainly, the promise itself must be first be- 
lieved, before the affection of hope can be 
called into exercise. 

the evidence] Rather, ‘an evidence," As 
sight is the surest evidence to a man of what is 
seen (producing the clearest conviction), so is 
faith the evidence of those invisible truths which 
God has revealed. ‘There exists the same real 
relation between man’s spirit and the things of 
the spiritual world, which exists between his 
eyes and the things of outward nature, Faith 
‘+ sees Him who is invisible” (w. 27). 

things) ‘The Greek word for ‘‘things” in 
the second member of the verse (there is no 
corresponding word in the first member) de- 
notes ‘‘facts,” or, **real things " (as in vi. 18, 
X r;,Lukei, 1), They are realities, though 
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2 For by it the elders obtained a 
good report. 

3 Through faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that things which 


[v. 2—4. 


are seen were not made of things 
which do appear. 

4 By faith Abel offered unto God 
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, 
by which he obtained witness that 








they are ‘‘not seen;”—unseen and beyond the 
reach of sight. This latter term, ** not seen,” 
stands to the former, ‘‘hoped for,” as genus to 
species (Rom. viii. 24, 25 ; 2 Cor. v. 7). Under 
it are ranged such revealed truths as the 
creation of the worlds (v. 3); God's being 
“a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him 
(v. 6); and His omnipotence (v. 19). 


2. dy it] “in virtue of it" (as in x. r9). 

the elders] All who are mentioned, or al- 
luded to, in this chapter (see v. 39). These 
acted as if the things which God had pro- 
mised were not less substantially present to 
them than the things of this world; as if the 
invisible impressed their minds with a convic- 
tion no less deep than that which was pro- 
duced by the visible. 

obtained a good report (v. 39) |—in the wit- 
ness borne to them by Holy Scripture; the 
witness that they were righteous men (v. 4), 
that they pleased God (v. 5), that ** God was 
not ashamed to be called their God" (v. 16). 


3. Through faith] ‘By faith" (as in the 
following verses); and so in vv. 11, 28. 

The nature of faith is first of all illustrated 
by a reference to the opening chapter of 
Genesis. We can know nothing of the origin 
of the universe, or of the causes of the great 
epochal changes which it has since undergone, 
except from Revelation. Clear, and even ne- 
cessary, as the idea of creation may appear to 
the believer, we find no trace of it among 
nations that were wholly destitute of the light 
of Holy Scripture. Physical science is by its 
own principles forbidden to entertain the in- 
quiry into the origination of things; although, 
as a matter of fact, its investigations con- 
tinually suggest the zeed of a supernatural 
beginning of the world of nature. 

understand] Or, **apprehend" (the word 
used in Rom. i. 20). Though the intellect 
cannot discover, or prove, the fact of creation, 
it feels the statement of Scripture regarding it 
to be in harmony with its own interior work- 
ings. It finds that the first verse of Genesis 
furnishes the only satisfactory standpoint from 
which to take a view of the constitution of 
the world, and of the relation between the 
world and man and God. 

the worlds] Lit. “the ages” (see on i. 2); 
the universe, and its parts, in their several 
stages of existence. The latest of such ‘‘ages,” 
as regards our own earth, commenced with 
the six. days’ work recorded in Gen. i. 3—31. 

` «vere framed] had their fixed and settled 


constitution given them (comp. Ps. xxiv. 16, 
Ixxxix. 37, LXX.). 

the word of God] Here, as in Ps. xxxiii. 6, 
His spoken word. ‘The ten Divine utter- 
ances of Gen. i. 3—29 are, no doubt, specially 
referred to. 

so that] ‘‘in such wise that." ‘The positive 
statement, which preceded, has its importance 
more clearly exhibited by this addition, which 
shows what it excludes. 

things which are] “the things which are.” 
Many authorities have, “that which is;” sug- 
gesting more distinctly the idea of the visible 
universe. ‘The common reading, which is 
supported by good MSS., and by the Peshito 
and Vulgate, is favoured by 2 Cor. iv. 18 
(where also we have the word which in v. 25 
below is rendered ‘‘for a season"). 

avere not made] Or, **had not their being." 
The visible world was not generated by, or 
formed out of, pre-existing phenomenal mat- 
ter; as most schemes of philosophical specu- 
lation (unable to get outside the empirical 
maxim, ex nibilo nil) had imagined. Cp. 
Additional Note. 

which do appear] Rather, that did appear 
(pavopever); that had phenomenal existence; 
standing out to view, before there was any 
human eye to look upon them. 


4. more excellent] of a higher kind (comp. 
on iii, 3). So different were the two sacrifices, 
that the one was accepted by God and the 
other rejected. How was this? It was be- 
cause Abel offered his sacrifice ** by faith;" a 
faith of which the effect was to make him 
"righteous" in God's sight. What, then, was 
the Divine word which Abel believed? what 
the hoped-for good to which his faith gave sub- 
stance? What could it be but the predicted 
overthrow of him through whom sin and death 
had come into the world, an overthrow which 
was to be accomplished by the suffering of one 
who should be born of woman (Gen. iii, 15)? 
Even, then, if some more natural explanation 
of Gen. iii. 21 could be given than that which 
sees in it an indication of animal sacrifices 
having been instituted in Paradise, we can 
scarcely avoid the supposition, that Abel was 
taught of God to associate the death of the 
lamb which he offered with the hope of atone- 
ment for sin and consequent victory over 
death. 

by whick] Rather, by means of which 
(v. 7). The obvious reference of this is to 
**sacrifice;" and it was actually through, or, 
by means of, his sacrifice that Abel obtained 
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i is yet ! yet speaketh. 


of. 


(Cn of. 


` 


v. 5—8.] 


he was righteous, God testifying of 
his gifts: and by it he being dead 


5 By faith Enoch was translated 
that he should not see death; and 
was not found, because God had 
translated him: for before his trans- 
lation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. 

6 But without faith if is impos- 
sible to please Aim: for he that com- 
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eth to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him. 

7 By faith Noah, being warned 
of God of things not seen as yet, 


"moved with fear, prepared an ark "Or, being 


WAY. 


to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith. 

8 By faith Abraham, when he was 
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witness from God that he was a “righteous” 
man,—one who was in harmony with the 
mind and will of God. It seems better, there- 
fore (in spite of v. 39, quoted by Delitzsch), 
to take it thus, than to refer it to “faith.” 

righteous] Compare Matt. xxiii 35, 
t John iii. r2. The context of the latter 
passage (‘the that doeth righteousness,” ‘the 
that doeth sin") appears to point back to Gen. 
iv. 7. 

of bis gifts] or, unto his gifts (comp. Gen. 
iv. 4: ** God had respect unto Abel and unto 
his gifts”). Abel was himself first accepted, 
then his offering: the acceptance of the 
offering, however, being a token that he was 
personally accepted. 

dy it] by means of it;—his sacrifice. Abel's 
sacrifice was, indeed, the occasion of his death; 
but this only constituted him the Proto-martyr. 
‘When dead, he yet spake; bearing witness to 
God's faithfulness. His very blood had a 
voice (Gen. iv. 1o; ch. xii. 24), which cried 
aloud to God, and was heard by Him. "Thus, 
by means of that one sacrificial act, standing 
as it does at the head of the history of our 
race, Abel has spoken to all succeeding gene- 
rations, and still speaks: proclaiming, that to 
God's saints death is innocuous; that already, 
before a single death had occurred among man- 
kind, thegrace of God had provided an antidote 
against the venom of death; that ‘the souls 
of the righteous are in the hand of God" 
(Wisd. iii. 1); and that God cares for and 
**will speedily avenge His elect" (Luke xviii. 
7; 8). 


5. Abel lived on after death. Enoch did 
not even see death (Ps. lxxxix. 48; John 
viii. 51). He was “translated,” or ‘‘trans- 
ferred," from this world of shadows to the 
world of invisible realities, on which his faith 
had been fixed. ‘The Hebrew word for ‘‘took” 
in Gen. v. 24 is the one which is used of 
Elijah in 2 K. ii. 5, 5. 

was not found) So the LXX. When his 
friends or his foes sought for him, he ‘was 
not found." 

Jor] This looks back to, By faith. ‘The 


narrative implies that Enoch's translation was 


a reward of his faith; for, immediately before 


his removal is mentioned, we are told that he 


. **pleased God."— As the argument is not com- 


plete till the end of v. 6, there ought only to 
be a colon at the end of v. 5. 

pleased God |—acted in such a way as to 
please Him. ‘That this is the meaning, appears 
both from the Hebrew (**walked with God ;" 
comp. Gen. xvii. 1; 2 K. xx. 3;—in 2 Cor. 
V. 7, 9 both forms of expression occur), and 
from the use of the word here in v. 6. 


6. to please] to act in such a way as to 
please. None could set themselves to walk 
with God, or strive to live acceptably to Him, 
unless they had faith; faith which enabled 
them to ‘‘see Him who is invisible," and to 
believe that He is righteous and true to His 
promises. 

cometh to] Or, **draweth near to;" as a wor- 
shipper (cp. x. I, 22). 

is a rewarder| Or, ‘‘sheweth Himself (lit. 
becometh) a rewarder.” He may see fit to 
defer the promised reward; but He is certain 
to prove Himself a rewarder; Himself, in- 
deed, being ‘‘the exceeding great reward” of 
His people. 

diligently seek] Or, simply, ‘‘seek” (cp. 
Ps, ix. zo, xxvii. 8; Amos v. 4, 6). 

7. mot seen as yet|—as yet, far beyond the 
reach of human vision. ‘The first Divine warn- 
ing seems to have been given 120 years before 
the Flood (Gen. vi. 13). The breaking up of 
*the fountains of the great deep" and the 
opening of *the windows of heaven" were 
not only things **not seen as yet," but such as 
might appear to run counter to the existing 
order of the visible world. 

fear) Rather, godly fear (as in xii. 28); 
an apprehension of coming danger, which 
sprang from a sense of God’s holiness and 
man’s sinfulness. 

prepared) Or, “builded” (as in iii. 3, 4). 

by tbe which| Rather (as inv. 4), by means 
of which;—as the outward embodiment of 
his faith. The Ark was a proof that Noah 
felt the sentence which God had passed upon 
the world tc be just. 

became beir...] Noah’s building the Ark 
led to his being delivered from death, and to 
his becoming the new covenant-head of the 
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judged him faithful who had pro- 
mised. 

12 Therefore sprang there even of 
one, and him as good as dead, so many 
as the stars of the sky in multitude, 
and as the sand which is by the sea 
shore innumerable. 

13 These all died ‘in faith, not t Gr. 


cording 


called to go out into a place which 
-he should after receive for an inhe- 
ritance, obeyed; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went. 

9 By faith he sojourned in the 
land of promise, as 77 a strange coun- 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 


of the same promise : 

10 For he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker 7s God. 

11 Through faith also Sara herself 
received strength to conceive seed, 
and was delivered of a child when 
she was past age, because she 


having received the promises, but z faiti 


having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. 

14 For they that say such things 
declare plainly that they seek a 
country. 








human race; so that he was **heir" of the 
promises made to. those who, serving God 
in faith, are graciously accepted by Him as 
righteous. 

by faith] Lit. ‘according tofaith" (see marg. 
of v. 13, and x Tim. i. 9); on the basis of 
faith: faith in God being ‘‘reckoned for right- 
eousness" (Gen. xv. 6); of which, indeed, it 
is the living germ. . 


8. called] by God (Isai. xli. 9). The 
strict rendering is, ** By faith Abraham, when 
he was called, obeyed to go out.” 

should after receive] Rather, ‘was after- 
wards to receive." 

whither he went] Lit. “whither he cometh,” 
At each stage of his journey he walked simply 
by faith. He did not know that Canaan was 
the land which God had promised to him, 
until he had actually arrived there. 


9. a strange country] Or, ‘a land not his 
own," He fully recognised the fact, that the 
land was not to come into his own possession. 
The only piece of ground in it which became 
his was the burial-place of Machpelah; for 
the purchase of which he insisted on paying 
the full price. In negotiating the sale, Abra- 
ham stated, in a very pointed manner, that he 
was “a stranger and sojourner" in the land 
(Gen. xxiii. 4). 

tabernacles] Rather, tents (Gen. xii. 8, 
xviii. 1, xxiv. 6, 7). In these he “dwelt,” or, 
took up his abode; content to have no other 
earthly home. 

heirs with him| Not merely sharers of 
such present blessing as God granted to him, 
but joint heirs of the promise made to him and 
to his seed. 


10. a city] Rather, the city: the ** heavenly 
Jerusalem” (xii. 22); one of whose ‘ gates” 
Jacob saw, in his vision, thronged by angels 
(Gen. xxviii. 17). i 

which hath foundations] Emphasizing the 


contrast between the heavenly city, which 
* abideth ” (see on xiii. 14), and the tents of 
the patriarchs. Comp. Ps. Ixxxvii. 1. 

builder and maker| Rather, architect and 
builder. Cp. viii. 2. 

Obs. The examples of faith given in vv. 
9—16 illustrate the argument of chh. iii and 
iv; which taught that Canaan was not the 
promised rest of God’s people. 

11. also Sara herself] Or, “Sara herself 


‘also:”—Sarah, who a little before had been 


reproved for unbelief (Gen. xviii. 12). 

and «vas...4ge] Rather (according to a 
better supported reading), and that, when 
she was past age. Cp. Rom. iv. 21. 

12. Therefore...| Rather, Wherefore also 
there sprang from one; the ‘‘also” point- 
ing to the reward of his faith (cp. Phil. ii. 9). 

one] Isai.li. 2; Ezek. xxxiii. 24. 

as good as dead] Itis the same word as in 
Rom. iv. t9, * dead." 

the sand which...| Rather, “the sand by 
the sea-shore, which is innumerable.” — , 


13. These all] Abraham and his family. 

in faith] Lit. (as marg.), ‘‘ according to 
faith” (v. 7); standing on the ground of 
faith. Up to death they continued looking 
for God’s salvation as a thing yet to come 
(Gen. xlix. 18). 

not baving...confessed] ^ Rather (correct 
reading), zot having received the promises 
[that is, the things promised], 2u having 
seen and saluted them from afar, and 
having confessed. They “saluted” the 
yet distant object of their faith, as travellers 
on coming within sight of Jerusalem are 
accustomed to give it a reverent greeting. 
Comp. John viii. 56. 

pilgrims] Rather, sojourners (comp. Gen, 
xxiii. 4; Ps. xxxix. 12). Cp. Gen. xlvii, 9. 

14. declare plainly] Or, “make it plain.” 

seek a country] Rather, “are seeking their 
country ;”their true home (cp. xiii. 14). 
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v. 15—23.] 


15 And truly, if they had been 
mindful of that country from whence 
they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. 

16 But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly: where- 
fore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God : for he hath prepared for 
them a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he 
was tried, offered up Isaac: and he 
that had received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son, 

18 ! Of whom it was said, That in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called : 
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19 Accounting that God was able 
to raise him up, even from the dead ; 
from whence also he received him in 
a figure. | 

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob 
and Esau concerning things to come. 

21 By faith Jacob, when he was a 


"dying, blessed both.the sons of Joseph; 


and worshipped, /eaning upon the top 
of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when he died, 


! made mention, of the departing of!Or, 


remet- 


the children of Israel; and gave com- dered. 
mandment concerning his bones. 
23 By faith Moses, when he was 





15. When the patriarchs called, themselves 
“ strangers " they did not refer to their having 
left Chaldea. If they had thought of that as 


‘still their country, they might easily have 


found **opportunity to return;" and so 
would have ceased to be wanderers. The 
distance was no such very serious hindrance 
(cp. Gen. xxiv. 4—6). 

16. But now|—to come back from the 
supposition made in v. 15 to the actual facts. 

ashamed) Lit. ‘ashamed. of them.” ‘They 
had shewn themselves to be fitting recipients 
of His grace; welcoming His, overtures, and 


“walking worthily of the Lord” (Col. i. 10; 


I Thess. ii. r2). 

their God] Gen. xvii. 7 ; Exod. iii. 6, rs. 
See Matt. xxii, 32. Comp. on viii. Io. 

Jor] Such language God ‘‘ was not ashamed" 
to use: For, unspeakably great as the privilege 
must be of having Him to be theirs—their 


"God, —it is only what God has conferred upon 
.them. 


In His wondrous counsel ** He hath 
prepared for them," from the foundation of 
the world (Matt. xxv. 34; cp. x Cor. ii. 7, 9), 


** a city," in which ** He Himself will be with 


them, their God” (Rev. xxi. 3). 


17. Having shewn, in wv. 8—16, how 
the faith of the patriarchs was exhibited in 
their whole character, he now proceeds to speak 


of some particular acts of faith. 


offered up| So far as Abraham personally 
was concerned, the offering was complete. 

received] Rather, accepted; cheerfully 
submitting to the conditions under which the 
promises were made. 


18. Of whom] Rather, “Unto whom” 
(as in ch. v. 5, Luke ii. 18, 20). 

That| Rather, For (as being part of the 
quotation, Gen. xxi. 12). The name “seed 


.of Abraham " was to belong to the line which 


descended through Isaac. In surrendering 
Isaac to death Abraham appeared to abandon 
the promise of blessing which had been made 
to his seed (Gen. xvii. 19). 


19. able...dead| Rather, “able even to 
raise from the dead.” He had firm con- 
fidence in God's veracity, and he thought it 
no way ‘‘incredible that God should raise the 
dead” (Acts xxvi. 8). | 

Jrom whence also] Rather, from whence he 
did also in a figure receive him back. 
After Fsaac had been laid as a victim on the 
altar and, by means of the substituted ram, 
figuratively slain, he was restored to his father, 
like one that had been raised from the dead. 
The text does not say that this sacrifice and 
resurrection was prefigurative ; but that it 
was so, and that Abraham's faith was by it 
instructed to look forward to ‘the day of 
Christ," may be certainly inferred from John 
viii, 51. 

20. Although Isaac gave his blessing to 
Jacob at first under a misapprehension, yet, 
when he found out his error, he distinctly 
ratified what he had done (Gen. xxvii. 33, 
xxviii. 3, 4) ; and, in blessing Esau, he recog- 
nised Jacob's superiority. 

2l. a dying] See Gen. xlviii. 21, ** Behold, 
I die.” Cp. xlvii. 29. 

both), Rather, each of; discriminatingly 
(Gen. xlviii, 17—19). The act of * worship,” 
mentioned in, Gen. xlvii. 29—31, was prior to 
the benediction of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
When Jacob had received, an assurance from 
Joseph that he should be buried in the land 
of promise, he ‘bowed himself upon (or, 
towards) the bed's head" (cp. 1 K. i..47). 
So the Hebrew. The LXX. have t worship- 
ped upon the top of his staff" (see below). 
As tbe act of avorsbip was that by which the 
energy of Jacob's faith was shown, the Apostle 
did not care to deviate from the familiar 
Septuagintal rendering. 'To have done so 
might have diverted the reader's attention to a 
quite subordinate matter. 


22.. when be died] ‘as he was dying.” 
made mention of] Or (marg.), ** called to 
mind concerning." Joseph had for eighty 
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Y Or, for 


Christ. 
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born, was hid three months of his 
parents, because they saw he was a 
proper child; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s commandment. 

24. By faith Moses, when he was 
come to years, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; 

25 Choosing rather to suffer af- 
fliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season ; 

26 Esteeming the reproach 'of 


years been the ruler of Egypt, yet he did not 
forget the great promises which God had 
made to Israel. 


23. he was a proper child| Rather, how 
comely the child was. It would seem from 
St Stephen's ‘comely before God” (Acts 
vii. 20), that there was something of un- 
earthly beauty in the child, such as befitted 
one with whom God would hereafter * speak 
face to face.” This kindled the faith of the 
parents, so that they had courage to set at 
nought the king's murderous edict. Instead 
of a semicolon after “child,” there should be 
only a comma, 


24. refused] He did so, virtually, when 
he took part with the oppressed Israelite 
(Exod. ii. 11—15). 


25. the people of God] Cp. Exod. iii. 7: 
“I have seen the affliction of My people.” 

to enjoy the pleasures of sin) Rather, to 
enjoy the short-lived fruit of sin;— 
that is, the honour and wealth which would 
have been his, during this life, if he would 
have renounced his connexion with Israel; 
—the **sin ” specifically referred to being that 
of apostasy (cp. ili. 12, 13). The word ren- 
dered ‘‘ short-lived” is the same that is used 
in 2 Cor. iv. 18 (‘‘ temporal”). 


20. the reproach of Christ] The contempt 
with which men treated the very idea of a 
future Saviour of mankind, such as Israel 
professed to lock for. To the wise counsellors 
of Pharaoh this expectation would appear 
grossly absurd. The reputed ** promise” was 
said to have been made to Abraham some four 
hundred years before, yet here was God’s elect 
nation in abject bondage! What language 
could describe the folly of one who would 
sacrifice his prospect of succeeding to the 
throne of Egypt for so miserable a delusion! 
The language of the text may refer to Ps. 
Ixxxix. 50—523; ' Remember, Lord, tbe re- 
proach which Thy servants have ;,.. wherewith 
‘Thine enemies have reproached, O Lord, where- 
with they save reproached the footsteps [so 
slow and lagging] of Thy Christ.” Compare 
also Rom. xv. 3 (Introd. m1. 2, § ii.). 


[v. 24—29. 


Christ greater riches than the trea- 
sures in Egypt: for he had respect 
unto the recompence of the reward. 

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, 
not fearing the wrath of the king: 
for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. 

28 Through faith he kept the pass- 
over, and the sprinkling of blood, lest 
he that destroyed the firstborn should 
touch them. 


29 By faith they passed through 


had respect unto] ‘Turning his eyes away 
from other objects and fixing them on that 
one hope. The ‘‘recompense of reward” 
looked for by Moses was none other. than 
that which had been already mentioned, in 
X. 35, as the aim of Christians. 


27. forsook] Rather, left (comp. Matt. 
iv. 13). As the Passover is spoken of in v. 
28, many have referred the present verse to 
the flight of Moses into Midian; so introdu- 
cing an evident inconsistency with Exod. ii. 15. 
But, in fact, v. 28 is quite subordinate to v. 
27; as is shown by the change of tense (lit. 
“he hath kept"); and the reference is really 
to the Exodus, in speaking of which Josephus 
uses the same words (* Ant.’ 11. 15): “ They 
left Egypt in the month of Xanthicus." ‘Thus 
everything becomes harmonious. Pharaoh’s 
anger burst forth as soon as he heard the 
proposal that Israel should leave Egypt (Exod. 
v. 4—19). It culminated in his last interview 
with Moses (x. 28, 29): '**See my face no 
more [to ask for permission to leave Egypt] ; 
for in the day thou seest my face thou shalt 
die." 

endured|  Persevered in his resolve. ‘This 
he did, as seeing by faith the * mighty hand 
and stretched out arm" of Him who is in- 
visible (Exod. vi. 6; cp. xiv. 13). 

28. Through faith] Rather, * By faith.” 
Pharaoh had refused to allow Israel to go 
into the desert to ** hold a feast to the Lord” 
(Exod. x. 9). Moses, in obedience to God's 
command and relying on His promise, held 
“a feast unto the Lord” (ib. xii. 14) there in 
Egypt. 

kept] Or, * performed;" since the verb 
belongs also to the ‘sprinkling of blood ” (on 
the door-posts of the houses, ib. xii. 7). The 
noun rendered, ‘‘ sprinkling,” is from the verb 
which is used in Levit. i. 5, &c., of sprink- 
ling blood on the altar. On that passover- 
evening every house became an altar. 

lest he...should| Rather, that the de- 
stroyer of the first-born might not 
touch them; but might spare all whose 
doors were sealed with paschal blood. ‘The 
Jaitb of Moses was signally displayed in this, 
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N. 30—36.] 


the Red sea as by dry land: which 
the Egyptians assaying to do were 
drowned. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho 
fell down, after they were compassed 
about seven days. 

31 By faith the harlot Rahab pe- 
rished not with them 'that believed 
not, when she had received the spies 
with peace. 

32 And what shall I more say? for 
the time would fail me to tell of 
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Sam- 
son, and of Jephthae ; of David also, 
and Samuel, and of the prophets : 

33 Who through faith subdued 
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kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob- 
tained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, 

34 Quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. 

35 Women received their dead 
raised to life again: and others were 


“tortured, not accepting deliverance ; ? 2 Mac. 


that they might obtain a better re- ^ 
surrection : 

36 And others had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, more- 
over of bonds and imprisonment : 





whatever may have been the degree of insight 
which he had into the deeper significancy of 
that Passover deliverance. In any case Moses 
understood that God had redeemed Israel 
(Exod. xv. 13). 


29. avbicb...... assaying to do) Lit. “of 
which [sea]...making trial ;”—to discover if 
they too could not pass through it, 


30. When the people carried the ark 
around the city seven days in succession, they 
gave a clear proof of their reliance on God's 
unseen Presence. 


31. For the nature of Rahab's faith see 
Josh. ji. g—11: **'The Lord, your God, He 
1s God in heaven above and in earth beneath." 

that believed not] Rather (as marg.), that 
were disobedient (comp. ili. 18, Acts xix. 
9); although they knew that Israel was coming 
up under God's directions (Josh. ii. 9—11). 

with peace] Severing herself from Israel's 
enemies, and adjuring the spies in God's name 
to make a covenant of peace with her (Josh. 
li. 12—14). 


32—38. ‘The instances of faith which are 
alluded to in these verses fall into two groups: 
the first of an active (vv. 32—34), and the 
second of a passive (vv. 35—38), character. 


32. In order of time Gideon follows Barak; 
but he is placed first, as the victory which he 
gained was pre-eminently a triumph of faith 
(cp. Isai. ix. 4, x. 26). Of the kings, David 
only is mentioned ; the deliverances granted to 
Judah in later times (even the great one in 
Hezekiah’s reign) being said to be “for 
David's sake T Ko x1052 0945 5 K. xx. 6). 
During the regal period the nation’s spiritual 
life was chiefly upheld by the prophets, who 
are here represented by Samuel (cp. Acts 
iii. 24). 

33. David subdued kingdoms (2 S. vii. 


I—z4), executed righteousness (ib. 15), and 
obtained promises of the most wonderful kind 
(2 S. vii. 12—15);—or, obtained the fulfilment 
of promises; his patient faith being rewarded 
by the throne of Israel. The clause, “stopped 
the mouths of lions," is best taken as referring 
to Daniel (Dan. vi. 22), since quenched the 
power of fire in the next verse evidently refers 
to Dan.ii.2;. It should, therefore, have been 
placed at the beginning of v. 34. 


34. violence] Rather, power. ‘The fire 
retained its natural properties, but its power 
was ‘‘ quenched,” so far as the three confes- 
sors were concerned. 

escaped] As Elijah (2 K. i. 9) and Elisha 
(ib. vi. 13). 

out of weakness] As Samson (Judg. xvi. 
28), Asa (2 Chro. xiv. 11). But the last 
four clauses of this verse may all be referred 
to the men of the Maccabean period (so 
Delitzsch). 

of the aliens] Of foreigners;—so in the case 
of Gideon (Judg. viii. 12). 

35. Women] x K. xvii. 22; 2 K. iv. 36. 

raised to life again] Lit. ‘out of a resur- 
rection,” 

others] As Eleazar and the seven sons of 
the Maccabean mother (2 Macc. vi and vii). 

tortured] Or, “broken on the wheel” 
(2 Macc. vi. 19, 28, 30). 

deliverance] Lit. *the redemption ;” the 
offer of purchasing life by apostasy. 

a better resurrection|—better than that 
which had been wrought for the Israelite 
mothers by Elijah and Elisha. ‘The King 
of the universe,” said one of them, “shall 
raise up us, who have died for His laws, to an 
eternal revival of life" (2 Macc. vii. 9). 


36. cruel mockings| 2 Macc. vii. 7, xo. 

Scourgings | ib. vii. x. 

bonds] As Jeremiah (Jer, xx. 2, xxxii. 2, 
xxxvii. 4). 


90 
37 They were stoned, they were 
“sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins ; 
being destitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed; 

~ 38 (Of whom the world was not 
worthy :) they wandered in deserts, 
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and im mountains, and im dens and 
caves of the earth. 

39 And these all, having obtained 
a good report through faith, received 
not the promise : . 

40 God having "provided some 
better thing for us, that they with- 
out us should not be made perfect. 





S7. stoned] As: Zechariah (2 Chro, xxiv. 
'20—22). 
© sawn asunder] See Introd, to Isaiah, 11. 
§ 1, note 4. 

. were tempted] So the youngest of the seven 
martyrs in 2 Macc; vii. After his six brothers 
had remained firm under the worst bodily 
torture, Antiochus applied to him a.yet sharper 
test of fidelity, promising with an oath to give 
him great wealth and to make him his personal 
friend, if only he. would abandon: * the laws 
of his fathers” (see Additional Note). 

with tbe sword | x K. xix. 10, 13, 19. 

wandered about] Rather, went about 
(a different word: from that in v. 38). 

sheepskins| The word used of Elijah's 
mantle in 2 K. i. 8. 

tormented | Rather, distressed; the word 
used in v. 25 (“suffer affliction”), xiii. 3 
(‘‘suffer adversity”). 


38. the world] That proud, ungodly, 
world (v. 7), which thought them not worthy 
to live (Acts xxii. 22). 

in deserts, and in mountains] So Judas 
Maccabeus (2 Macc. v. 27). 

dens] ib. vi. xz, x. 6. 

caves of tbe eartk] underground caverns. 


39. received not the promise] ‘The recur- 
rence of these words takes our thoughts back 
to x. 36 and its exhortation to patient endur- 
ance; thus preparing the way for ch. xii. 


40. some better thing] The mysterious 
privileges of the Gospel dispensation; which 
excite the wonder of angels (ri Pet. i. 11, 
12). Abraham and Moses and David were 
not ‘made perfect" (xii. 23) until Jesus 
had established the New Covenant, in virtue 
of which we are now already (in one sense) 
‘“ perfected ” (see on x. 14). His resurrection 
from the dead was the fulfilment of ‘the 
promise made unto the fathers” (Acts xiii. 
32, 33) By it we are “begotten again... 
unto an incorruptible inheritance” (x Pet. i. 
3, 4); the Holy Spirit being given as **the 
earnest of the promised possession." 

Jor us] Or, * concerning us.” 

that they...) Or, * that they should not be 
made perfect apart from. us." ‘This thought, 
** pot apart from us,” forms the ground of the 
exhortation in xii. 1. ‘Those ancient worthies, 
who have now at length been ‘‘made perfect ” 
(xii. 23), stand around us, adding solemnity to 
our lives. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. XI. 1, 3, 21, 37- 


1. There are two uses of the word vmo- 
oracis, a transitive and an intransitive, to be 
carefully discriminated.. In i. 2, iii. 14, it is 
used absolutely, and so is intransitive. Here, 
being in construction with a génitive, it is 
transitive. So Theophylact gives it, od ciwous 
TOY unto Ovrav, UmócTacuis rÓv py ÙP ET- 
Tykórov. And similarly Chrysostom: who 
gives this illustration of the meaning of the 
word; ‘The resurrection has not yet taken 
place, but faith substantiates (Jpiornow) it in 
our souls." 


3. There is no ground for imagining a 
transposition of the u) (as though it were èx 
py Qawopévov); although the Itala, Peshito, 
and Vulg. (with many commentators) so trans- 
late it, —misled, probably, by 2 Macc. vii. 28, 
eé ovk óvrev (cp. Wisd. xi. 8). The yj 
negatives an implied assertion, that êk dauvo- 
pévov rà BXemópeva yéyove—“ the world we 
see had its being from a prior phenomenal 
world." If it be asked whether this negation 


be consistent with Gen. i. 11, 20, 24, the 
answer is, that vegetables and animals did not 
receive their being from the earth or the 
waters, but were framed by the (creative) 
word of God operating upon the earth and the 
waters.—It is evident that the text gives no 
warrant for speaking of God as having created 
the world out of zoz-pbenomenal substance. 

21. Aquila and Symmachus render the 
word, ‘‘ bed.” Indeed, only two verses later 
on, the LXX, translate the same Hebrew 
word (there is no pronominal affix in either 
case) “the bed.”—The Vulgate here retained 
the erroneous rendering of the Itala, * adoravit 
fastigium virgz ejus;" although in Gen. xlvii. 
31 it had paraphrased correctly; **adoravit 
Deum, conversus ad lectuli caput." 

37. The word émzewáo8gcav, though ab- 
sent from the Peshito, is in the Vulg., and is 
too well supported to be called in question. 
Besides having good MS. authority, it is found 
three times in Origen. 
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;/ CHAPTER XII 


I An exhortation to constant Jaith, patience, 
. and godliness. 22 A commendation of the 
new testament above the old. 


HEREFORE seeing we also 
are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset zs, and 
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let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, i 


91 


2 Looking unto Jesus the "author ! 0r, że- 


and finisher of our faith ; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

3 For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against 





CHAP, XII. The exhortation begun in x. 
32—36 is now resumed (see on xi. 39). If 
they, who had so much less light granted them, 
persevered thus manfully, what patience and 
courage ought we to exhibit ! 


1. The ave also of A. V. is certainly mis- 
placed, and gives a false antithesis; though it is 
not easy to represent the nicely constructed ori- 
ginal. 'The strict connexion is: Wherefore 
let us also...run with patience;——even as 
those did of whom we have been speaking. 
But into this framework there are inserted 
two subordinate clauses: one to enforce the 
** Wherefore,’ —having so great a cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us; the other 
to suggest a needful preliminary to the **run- 
ning,”—-laying aside every encumbrance 
and the sin that is so ready to beset us. 

a cloud of witnesses| The heroes of faith, 
who lived under the elder Dispensation, stand 
in a near relation to us (cp. on xi, 40). ‘They 
hover around us (cp. v. 23 below), witnesses 
to the solemn ‘‘ profession " (iii. 1) which we 
have made; and, as such, undoubtedly watch- 
ing our conduct with deepest interest. That 
this is the reference of the term ‘‘ witnesses ” 
here, is made plain by a comparison of x Tim. 
vi. 12 ;—where the word rendered * fight" (as 
also in x Tim. iv. 7) is the same which has 
here to be rendered “race; ”—‘‘ Fight the 
good fight of faith; lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou wast called, and didst profess 
the good profession in the sight of many wit- 
nesses.” 

lay aside] As a runner might lay aside his 
outer garments, shoes, &c. (Eph. iv. 22). 

weight] Or, **encumbrance." But the word 
may have a directly moral signification ; 
“ pride," or “ conceit " (Additional Note). 

doth so easily beset us| Or, “is so ready to 
beset us.” Probably the sin referred to is that 
of timidity or false shame (see below); the sin 
which induced some of the Hebrew Christians 
to shrink back from their profession (x. 25). 

patience] patient fortitude; as in x. 36. _ 

the race| An athletic term, which carries 
our thoughts back to x. 32. 

set before us| with certain rules laid down 
to which the candidates must conform, and 
certain rewards for those who win the race 
(cp. 2 Tim. ii. 5). 








2. Looking] with eyes turned away from 
other objects and fixed on one only. 

Jesus] In the Greek, the name occurs after 
the description (cp. ii. 9) : ** Looking unto the 
author and finisher of faith, (even) Jesus." 

the author (in ii. xo, *'captain") and 
Jinisher] Or, ‘tthe beginner and the perfecter:" 
who by His victory over the powers of dark- 
ness (a victory gained in the power of faith, 
ii. rz1—13) won the grace of regeneration for 
the army of Faith; and who, after sustaining 
them in their conflicts, until they **stand 
perfect and complete in all the will of God” 
(Col. iv. rr), shall Himself bestow on them 
the crown of victory. 

of our faith| Rather, of faith; as the 
principle of spiritual life. By His one self- 
oblation He supplied the ground on which 
faith rests. At His Second Coming He will 
consummate that which faith has striven after. 

who] Christs own history is a pledge of 
what the recompense of faith shall be. He 
endured the unknown sufferings of the cross 
in stedfast faith (cp. ch. v. 7—9); the issue 
of which was exaltation to God's right hand. 

Jor the joy] in order that he might gain 
the joy (such is the force of the preposition 
in v. 16). Suffering was the price He must 
pay for it. ‘The Saviour's joy,” says Theo- 
doret, ‘‘was the salvation of mankind” (cp. 
Isai. lin. xr). 

set before bim (as in w. 1)] assigned to 
Him, in the counsel of eternal love, for His 
reward, ` 

the cross] *“ Here, at last," says Bengel, 
‘che speaks of what to many was so odious 
a name ;"—a “cause of stumbling” (x Cor. 
123): 

nee the shame| For He could say in 
assured faith, ‘I know that I shall not be 
ashamed” (Isai. 1. 7). 


3. For] Fix your eyes on Him, I say; 
For, consider how slight your trials are, when 
they are compared with His. ` 

consider] Lit. **estimate the proportion of.” 
So unspeakably glorious in Himself, and yet 
subjected to such indignities! What pro- 
portion can there be between His trial and 
yours? But He endured all in patience. 

_contradiction| From the beginning it had 
been foretold that He should be as ‘a sign to 


ginner, 
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himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds. 

4 Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood, striving against sin. 

5 And ye have forgotten the ex- 
hortation which speaketh unto you 
as unto children, My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him : 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. 


7 If ye endure chastening, God 


[v. 4— 1o. 


dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chas- 
teneth not ? 

8 But if ye be without chastise- 
ment, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons. 

9 Furthermore we have had fa- 
thers of our flesh which corrected zs, 
and we gave them reverence: shall 
we not much rather be in subjec- 
tion unto the Father of spirits, and 
live ? 

IO For they verily for a few days 
chastened us after their own plea- 





be spoken against” (Luke ii. 34). His mi- 
nistry was one long *day of Meribah" (in 
Num. xx, 13, the LXX. have “waters of 
contradiction”). 

Jaint]—as those who lose heart and give 
up their endeavour (cp. v. 5; Gal. vi. 9). 
Literally, the clause stands; *that ye be not 
weary, fainting in your souls." 


4. The figure is now changed, from the 
race-course to the wrestling-ground (as in 
i Cor. ix. 24—27). In the expression, unto 
blood, the figure almost passes into reality. 

not yef] He is addressing the second gene- 
ration of Jewish Christians. In earlier times 
many had stood firm in their opposition to a 
sinful world, when this could be done only by 
risking their lives (Acts vii—xii). 

'The death of St James may have taken 
place two years previously (cp. on xiii. 7). 


5. forgotten] 
forgotten. 

exhortation] Or, “consolation” (under 
their trials; cp. 2 Cor. i. 5, 7). 

speaketb...as unto) Rather, discourseth 
with you as with (Prov. iil. 1r, 12). 

despise nof] Do not think lightly of it, or 
cast it away in disdain; but reverence it, as 
having in it very precious fruit. Endure it, 
that you may obtain that fruit. 

chastening| Or, '*discipline," training, 
education; a phase of meaning, which is to 
be borne in mind throughout this passage. 

faint] Or, “be disheartened” (v. 3). 


6. and scourgetb] yea, and scourgeth. 
So the LXX. The Hebrew has, ** Even as 
a father (chasteneth) the son...” 

recervetb| to his favour. 


It is a strong term; quite 


7. If ye endure] Comp.x. 32 and vv. 2, 3, 
above. If, having chastisement sent on you, 
you endure it (after Christ's example), then 
know for your comfort that God dealetb avitb 
you as with sons (for the reading, see Ad- 
ditional Note). This patient enduring is the 
contrast of the ‘‘ despising " in v. 5. 


what son is be] Or, “what son is there;"— 
what genuine son ? 


8. without chastisement| None were with- 
out it, except those who, when it was offered 
them, ** would none of it" (Prov. i. 23, 25), 
and so were left to ** eat the fruit of their own 
way " (ib. 31). 

all are] Rather, all have been made. 
The induction supplied in ch. xi warranted 
the use of ‘‘all.” 

bastards] Supposititious children, not really 
belonging to the family (Deut. xxxii. ;, Matt. 
xii. 38, John viii. 39—44). 


9. Furthermore) Up to this point the 
argument has been drawn from the analogy of 
human education. But this falls far short of 
representing the value of our Heavenly Father's 
discipline. 

have bad fathers...| Lit. * have had the 
fathers of our flesh as chastisers."' 

gave them reverence] The word used in 
Num. xii. 14 (A. V. ** be ashamed”), 2 Chro. 
vii. 14 (A. V. “ humble themselves "). 

be in subjection] Submitting our wills to 
His (as in James iv. 7). 

the Father of spirits] From whom our 
spirits have their immediate origin (cp. Eccl. 
xii. 7). He is ready to bestow the tenderest 
regard on every ‘‘ contrite and humble spirit ” 
(Isai. lvii, 15, 16). 

and live] obtaining from Him the only 
true life (Prov. viii. 35) ; that which is granted 
to the ** just man” who abides ** in his faith ” 
(ch. x. 38) ; the essence of which is partici- 
pation in God's holiness (see v. 1o). 


10. for a few days] occasionally, during 
our childhood. ‘The contrast to this did not 
require to be mentioned in the second clause 
ofthe verse. God's training lasts so long as 
there is room for growth in holiness; conse- 
quently, until death. 

after their own pleasure] Rather, as 
seemed good to them; to the best of their 
judgment: though sometimes they might be 
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| even, 


v. 11—16.] 


sure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness. 

11 Now no chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby. 

12 Wherefore lift up the hands 
which hang down, and the feeble 
knees ; 

I3 And make 'straight paths for 
your feet, lest that which is lame be 
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turned out of the way; but let it 
rather be healed. i 
14 Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord : 
15 Looking diligently lest any 


man ' fail of the grace of God ; lest 10r fait 


rout. 


any root of bitterness springing up 
trouble you, and thereby many be de- 
filed ; 

16 Lest there be any fornicator, or 
profane person, as Esau, who for one 
morsel of meat sold his birthright. 








over-lenient, and sometimes unduly severe. 
God’s discipline, on the contrary, always 
tends with certainty to our highest welfare. 

partakers of his holiness] and so, in the end, 
of ‘everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 22). Cp. 
2, Pet, 1.4. 


11. no cbastening] Or; ‘‘all chastisement 
seemeth for the time present to be not a mat- 
ter of joy, but of grief.” This statement is 
true universally. ‘That which follows in the 
second part of the verse is also true (in a de- 
gree) of all ‘‘discipline” that is worthy of the 
name. 

peaceable) Rather, peaceful; in contrast 
with the disturbance caused by “grief.” In 
Isai. lvii. rọ ‘‘peace” is the healing balm, 
which the Father of spirits (v. 16) bestows on 
those whom He has ‘‘grieved” (so the LX X. 
in v..17, “I grieved him”). 

of righteousness| A genitive of apposition; 
righteousness being itself the ** peaceful fruit" 
(comp. James iii. 18). 

are exercised] Rather, have been exer- 
cised, so as to be thoroughly trained and 
proficient (as in ch. v. 14). 


12. ‘There is an evident allusion to Isai. 
xxxv. 3. Later on in that chapter the Pro- 
phet foresees a time of ** joy," in which “grief” 
shall have fled away (v. 1o). 

lift up| Lit. “straighten anew:” (see Note 
below). : 

feeble] In Luke v. 18 and 24, ‘‘palsied.” 
Their sluggishness of faith has ended in spi- 
ritual paralysis; so that they make little pro- 
gress in “the race set before them” (v. 1). 


13. make...feet] From Prov. iv. 26. 

lest...] Or, **that the lame be not turned out 
of the way,” in dread of its roughnesses; **but 
may rather be healed” (cp. Isai. xxxv. 6). 
The Church must not only remove stumbling- 
blocks (Isai. lvii. 14) out of the way of the 
lame (the doubtful-minded, x K. xviii. 21), 
but must also labour for their recovery; 
bringing them to Him who said, “I will 
heal him” (whom I had chastened); Isai. lvii. 


17, 19- 


14. Follow] ‘‘Pursue” (Ps. xxxiv. 14). 

boliness] Rather, sanctification (as in 
r Thess. iv. 3, 7). They are to seek “peace 
with all men," so as not to provoke any need- 
less contest with evil; but in doing this, they 
are to guard against anything that would in- 
terfere with their consecration of heart and life. 
Cp. x Pet. iii. 12—15. 

see the Lord] Matt. v. 8; cp. Isai. xxxv. 8. 


15. The members of the Church are to 
have a brotherly care of each other (cp. iii. 12, 
13, lv. I, X. 24). The form of this verse is 
evidently moulded on that of Deut. xxix, 18. 

Sail of | Or, “fall back from;" not keeping 
pace with the leadings of God's grace; but 
lingering behind and so missing the reward 
which He has provided. Cp. iv. 1. 

of bitterness| Producing bitter fruit. The 
“root” designates the man who draws others 
into apostasy; see Deut. xxix. 18, 19 (cp. I 
Macc. i. 1o). The same text is referred to 
by St Peter in Acts viii. 23. 

many| Rather, the many; the body of 
the congregation. ‘The sin of idolatry is fre- 
quently spoken of in the Old Testament as 
causing ‘‘defilement” (Jer. ii. 7, 23, iii. x, 2; 
Ezek. xx. 30). Whatever else draws men 
away from the ‘‘grace of God,” whether infi- 
delity or worldliness, must have the effect of 
leaving the soul polluted. 


16. as Esau] ‘This probably belongs to 
the second of the preceding terms. ‘' Any 
fornicator, or [more generally] profane per- ~ 
son ;”—of which profaneness Esau stands as the 
type. He despised his birthright (Gen. xxv. 
34): that birthright which made him heir of 
the blessing pronounced on Abraham; per- 
haps, also, of the right of priestly ministration 
(Num. iii. 12, 13). For him ‘things hoped 
for" wereas unsubstantial shadows, ** things nct 
seen" as things non-existent. Being thus sen- 
sual and faithless, he had cast away all care 
for that “sanctification” (v. 14), of which he 
had received the outward pledge in the rite of 
circumcision. He had become ‘‘ profane.” 

Let all who belong to the ‘‘church of the 


I Or, way 
to change 


Ais mind. he sought it carefully with tears. 
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17 For ye know how that after- 
ward, when he would have inherited 
the blessing, he was rejected : for he 
found no ! place of repentance, though 


18 For ye are not come unto the 
mount that might be touched, and 
that burned with fire, nor unto black- 
ness, and darkness, and tempest, 

I9 And the sound of a trumpet, 


[v. 17—21. 


and the voice of words ; which voice 
they that heard intreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them 
any more: 

20 (For they could not endure 
that which was commanded, And if 
so much as a beast touch the moun- 
tain, it shall be stoned, or thrust 
through with a dart : 

21 And so terrible was the sight, 





firstborn " (v. 23) beware of bartering away 
their heavenly birthright. 
one morsel of meat] Rather, **one meal." 


17. how that...would have] Rather, that 
when he afterward would fain have. 

rejected] his claim to be the rightful heir 
of ‘‘the blessing” being disallowed. Isaac 
himself recognized the fact, when he said of 
Jacob, **yea, and he shall be blessed” (Gen. 
xxvii. 33). 

place of repentance] Or, ‘room for repent- 
ance;"—for that *'repentance,". which he 
*sought after with tears;" which was, a 
change of the Divine purpose that had been 
announced in Isaac’s benediction of Jacob. 
‘There was no room for such a change. When 
Judah was * rejected” by God (Jer. vi. 30, 
vii. 29), the sentence ran, *I have spoken it, 
I have purposed it, and wi?! not repent.” So, 
too, when Saul was rejected, it was added, 
that God was “not a man that He should 
repent.” So was it, when Esau was rejected 
from being heir of the blessing which he had 
once deliberately set at nought. God's sen- 
tence was irreversible. Cp. Deut. i. 45. 

sought it carefully] Or, simply, **sought 
after it” (as in xi. 6). The pronoun “it” 
has been taken by many to refer to ‘the 
blessing” (so ‘Theophylact, Calvin, Bengel, 
Bleek, and Delitzsch). The philological 
reasons against this, however, appear insu- 
perable (see Additional Note). 

It is strange that any should have inferred 
from this verse that a man might strive 


earnestly to repent, and yet find himself shut — 


out from the possibility of doing so. Through- 
out the narrative Esau shows no sense of his 
having done wrong. His tears were not those 
of contrition. His aim was to bend Isaac to 
his will;—not to bow himself in penitence 
before God. As regards God :—His refusing 
to allow of any such “repentance” as Esau 
desired, was, in truth, giving him “room” 
and opportunity for personal ‘repentance ;” 
See Wisd. xii. 10. 


18. For] Having reminded them of the 
exhortation which Moses addressed to Israel 
of old, he now assigns a reason why the He- 
brew Christians should be even more diligent 
than their fathers not to ‘fall away from the 


grace of God" (v. 15); For, how incompa- 
rably greater were the manifestations of that 
grace which had been made to them! 
are not come] Rather, have not drawn 
near; as into God's presence (cp. x. 22): 
and so in v. 22. That this thought predomi- 
nates throughout the passage, is plain from 
v. 28; “grace whereby we may serve God.” 
the mount] Deut. iv. 1x. Sinai stood at 
the head of the whole Legal Dispensation. 
When the Ark of the Covenant,— constituted 
at Sinai the centre of Israel's religious system, — 
was lodged on Sion, it was as though *'Sinai 
was in the sanctuary” (Ps. lxviii.17). Down 
to the close of the Levitical period, the earthly 
Jerusalem belonged to the order of things of 
which Sinai was the historical symbol (Gal. iv. 
25).—For the reading, see Additional Note. 
touched} Rather, felt by the hand; as 
an object is felt by men who grope in the dark 
(cp. Isai. lix. 10). When the people were 
led forth out of the camp by Moses to ‘‘the 
nether part of the mount" (Exod. xix. 17, 
Deut.iv. 11), they must have advanced through 
the thick darkness like an army of blind men; 
anxiously groping after the barriers at the foot 
of the mountain, beyond which they were for- 
bidden to go on pain of death. It wasa para- 
ble, in which the character of the Legal Dis- 
pensation was sketched. What a contrast to 
the later Dispensation! No need was there to 
grope after that Mount Zion, on which ‘the 
glory of the Lord was risen” (Isai. lx. 1). 
blackness] Or, “thick gloom.” 


19. The *sound of a trumpet" is men- 
tioned in Exod. xix. 16, xx. 18. The ‘voice 
of words" is from Deut. iv. 12; where it 
refers to the ‘Ten Words." 

intreated...| Lit. “deprecated (or asked to 
be excused from) having anything further 
spoken to them.” ‘The word recurs in v. 25. 
Comp. Deut. v. 25—27. 


20. could not endure) ‘The thought that 
even unconscious animals were to be slain, as 
if guilty of sacrilege, was intolerably appalling. 

And if...) Rather, “If even a beast.” 

or...dart| ‘This clause should be omitted, 
It is wanting in almost all ancient authorities, 


21. And so...] Rather, And (so terrible 
was the sight!) Moses said. The passage 
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v. 22—24.] 


that Moses said, I exceedingly fear 
and quake :) 

22 But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the liv- 
ing God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of 
angels, 
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23 To the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which are 
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l written in heaven, and to God the ! Or e 
rolled. 


Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, i 
24 And to Jesus the mediator of 


I Or, testas 


the new ! covenant, and to the blood mene 





specially referred to is Deut, ix. 15—19. At 
v. x5 we read that ‘the mountain burned 
with fire," in token of God's anger against the 
sinful people. ‘Then it is added in vv. 18, 19, 
that Moses offered supplication on their behalf, 
“being afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, 
wherewith the Lord was wroth." See Ad- 
ditional Note. 


22—25. At Sinai, and under the Dispen- 
sation that was there founded, men had ** drawn 
near" to God only to shrink back in alarm 
from Him (Exod. xx. 21). The contrast now 
follows: 

(2) Christians **have drawn near,” not to 
the terrible Desert mountain, but to ‘the 
city of the living God;" of which Zion, ‘‘the 
perfection of beauty” (Ps. l. 2), was a type. 

(2) There they meet **myriads of angels,” 
not dispensing a **fiery law” (Deut. xxxiii. 2), 
but holding joyous festival. 

(3) ‘They have their names enrolled, not 
after any human pedigree (Num. i. 18), but 
as heirs of heaven. 

(4) "Their causes are heard, not by fallible 
men (Exod. xviii, 13—26), but by Him who, 
being the God of all, cannot but be a righteous 
Judge. d 

(5) Instead of looking forward to the un- 
defined ‘‘blessing” promised to Abraham at 
some future time, they know that the departed 
"righteous" are now ‘‘perfected,” and that 
the same * perfection" is already made over to 
themselves, ` 

(6) through a Covenant, not mediated by 
man (like that at Sinai, which was broken 
before it was formally established, so that the 
mediator himself stood aghast, v. 21), but by 
the Divine Saviour, 

(7) who ratified the Covenant, not with the 
blood of animals, which bore witness to man's 
guilt, but with His own atoning, and truly 
consecrating, blood. On this sustained con- 
trast the admonition in v. 25 rests. 


22. are come] '*have drawn near;” v. 18. 

mount Sion} On which Christ reigns (Ps. 
ii. 6); from which He exercises rule (cx. 2); 
the abode of ‘‘everlasting joy” (Isai. xxxv. 1o). 

the living God] See on ix. 14. 

the heavenly Jerusalem] ‘The true mother 
Church, to which all the churches on earth 
are affiliated (Gal. iv. 26). 
- to an innumerable...(v. 23)... firstborn] 
Rather, to tens of thousands of angels 





in festal assembly, and to the congre- 
gation of the first-born. ‘Tens of 


thousands of angels” had attended ‘‘the minis-, 
tration of death" on Sinai (2 Cor. iii. 7), and. 


had mournfully watched over Israels later 
history, Now they were able to hold joyous 
festival; celebrating the victory of Divine love, 
achieved by Him at whose birth they had 
sung, **Glory in the highest to God,” whose 
Ascension they had gazed on with admiring 
wonder (z Tim. iii 16), whose redeeming 
work they study with deepest reverence (x Pet, 
ioe) 

je Sinai, too, there had been a **congrega- 
tion of first-born," who were numbered by 
Moses (Numb. ii. 42ff) But the Hebrew 


Christians were joined to a nobler t‘ congre- 


gation of first-born," whose names were en- 
rolled (even while they were yet pilgrims,— 
‘coetus peregrinantium ") in ‘the book of 


life (cp. Luke x. 20; Phil. iv. 3); all of. 
them made **priests unto God” (Rev. i. 6), 


because all of them **conformed to the image” 
of the One First-born (see on i, 6). 


23. to God the Judge of all] Or, to the Judge, 
who is God of all ;——:* God of the spirits of all 
flesh" (Num. xxvii. 16, cp. on wv. 9);—the 
God and the Judge of angels also. Since 
He is the ** God of all," He cannot but judge 
all equitably. Similarly St Peter, after setting 
forth the high dignity of Christians, proceeds 
to speak of ‘‘the Father, who without respect 
of persons judgeth according to every man's 
work,” 

As universal and impartial Judge, He has 
admitted to the citizenship of the Holy City not 
those only who have been ‘‘born anew” into 
it on earth, but also ‘‘the spirits of just men ;” 
who (like Abel) had ‘‘made a covenant with 
Him over sacrifice" (Ps. l. 5), and were now 
“perfected” (xi. 40) through the one Media- 
torial offering. 


24. to Jesus the mediator...) ‘The order of 
the words in the Greek is again noticeable (cp. 
1i. 9, etc.); “tothe Mediator of the New Cove- 
nant, Jesus.” ‘The word here rendered ‘‘new” 
is not the one generally employed, which marks 
the contrasted character of the two Covenants. 
It points rather to this Covenant's having a 
new, fresh, vigorous, life; while the other was 
ready to die. 

blood of sprinkling] Which really effects 
—what the sprinkling of sacrificial blood by 
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of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel. 

25 See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not 
who refused him that spake on earth, 
much more shall not we escape, if we 
turn away from him that speaketh 
from heaven : 

26 Whose voice then shook the 


[v. 25—27.. 


earth: but now he hath promised, 
saying, Yet once more I shake not 
the earth only, but also heaven. 

27 And this word, Yet once 
more, signifieth the removing of 
those things that 'are shaken, as of 
things that are made, that those 
things which cannot be shaken may 
remain. 





Aaron (ix. 13, 14) or by Moses (ib. 19—21) 
typically represented— purification from guilt 
(comp: x. 22, 1 Pet. 1. 2). 

better tbings...] Or (corr. reading), better 
than Abel; more nobly and excellently than 
Abel could (comp. vii. 19, 22, viii. 6, etc.).- 
Righteous Abel did, indeed, speak to all later 
ages of God's readiness to accept the faith and 
obedience of His servants; but his voice had 
no power to quiet the conscience of his guilty 
brother. Cain's cry was: ‘My iniquity is 
too great to be forgiven” (Gen. iv. 13, marg.). 
But the blood of Jesus offered pardon even 
to those who had shed it (Acts iii. r9). 
‘Through it Abel himself, with all the ‘‘righte- 
ous men” who had been mentioned in ch. xi, 
had been **made perfect." Unspeakable, then, 
must be the value of that blood, **the blood 
of the Covenant, wherewith" Christians have 
“been sanctified” (x. 29). How important 
that none should despise its pleadings! If 
that great **cloud of witnesses," with Abel at 
its head, bids us to be earnest in "striving 
against sin" (v. 4), how much more. He, to 
whose coming they all looked forward, ‘‘the 
Author and Perfecter of faith” (v. 2)! 


25. refuse nof] Or, “decline not to. hear” 
(the same word as in v. 19). 

him that speaketh] God, who now ‘speak- 
eth” to us “in His Son" (i. x); with the 
gentle, yet infinitely persuasive, accents of the 
“blood of sprinkling” (v. 24), and by the 
"Spirit of grace" (x. 29). How deep the 
guilt of declining that invitation (Luke xiv. 
18f., where the same word is used)! 

escaped not] Comp. ii. 3. ‘There was no- 
thing which was necessarily, and of itself, 
wrong in Israel’s shrinking from the terrors of 
Sinai (Deut. v. 25; Exod. xx. 16). But, in 
fact, their unwillingness to hear God’s words 
sprang from distrust of their Divine Benefac- 
tor; who, with so much condescension, had 
* brought them unto Himself” (xix. 4). 
They asked for the intervention of Moses as 
if that might relieve them from responsibility 
to the Law, or shield them from its penalties 
(Exod. xxxii. 33—35) ;—an impossibility. 

who refused) Rather, when they re- 
fused. That did not absolve them from the 
obligation laid upon them. 

if «ve turn away] Lit. * we that turn 





away." ‘The word is the same as in Josh. 
xxii. 16, 18, 29. 

from heaven) ‘That heaven into which 
Jesus entered *by His own blood” (ix. 12, 
24); from whence the ‘‘ beseeching” voice of 
** God in Christ” (2 Cor. v. 20) is continually 
issuing. 

26. shook the earth] | Exod. xix. 18. ‘The 
earth trembled, as with birth-throes (Ps. xcvii. 
4), when God's great plan for forming “a 
kingdom of priests" to Himself (Exod. xix. 6) 
began to work. 

now | Under the Gospel dispensation; to 
which the prophecy in Hagg. ii. 6—9 looked 
forward. 

promised] It is not said, ‘‘threatened.” 
If the framework of heaven and earth is to be 
shaken, it is for the introduction of a far 
higher constitution of things. 

Yet once more I shake] Or, ‘Yet again, once 
for all, I will shake.” Israel's disobedience 
had brought the Sinaitic Covenant to an end. 
But the high design, which Israel as a nation 
had failed to accomplish, was not abandoned. 
God would ‘yet again once for all" set to 
His. hand, and ‘‘shake the heaven and the 
earth and the throne of kingdoms” (Hagg. ii. 
21, 22); that “the desire of all nations” 
might come (ib. ii. 6, 7), even His chosen 
Servant (typified by Zerubbabel), whom He 
would make to be*'as a signet," —the immove- 
able Seal of His own immoveable kingdom 
(ib. ii. 23). 

27. ‘This work of God (so the “once for 
all” signified) should be fral. The old order 
of that natural system, which is “subject to 
vanity," should be ** removed," or, “changed” 
(comp. vi. 17, vii. 12), to make room for that 
which, being ‘filled with the glory of the 
Lord” (Hagg. ii. 7; Isai. vi. 3), is everlasting. 

that are made| Rather, that- have been 
made, So in Isai. lxvi. 1, 2, it is said of 
heaven and earth, ‘all these things hath my 
hand made;” and this as a reason why they 
cannot furnish a fitting Temple for God; 
whose abode must be spiritual (cp. lvii. 15). 
‘The things that are to “remain” must be such 
as partake of God's own holiness, 

remain| ‘The same word as in vii. 3, 244 X. 
34, Xiii. I4; John xii, 34; 1 Cor, iii. 14, Xii, 
13. 


I Or, zz 
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E dom which cannot be moved, 
us have grace, whereby we may serve 
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v. 28, 29] 


28 Wherefore we receiving a king- 
Net 


28. we receiving a kingdom] Rather, 
seeing that we receive a kingdom (comp, 
Dan. vii. 18). 

cannot be moved] Rather, cannot be 
shaken: Dan. il. 44, vii. 14, 27. ‘The centre 
of the kingdom is that “Zion” (v. 22) which 
** cannot be shaken, but abideth for ever” (Ps. 
CXXV. 1); with which God's ** Covenant of 
Peace" stands firm, though “the mountains 
be removed” (Isai. liv. 10). Comp. also the 
note on v. 26 above. 

let us have] Or, “let us hold fast." So the 
Peshito;-using the same word here that it does 
in r Tim. iil. 9, Rev. ii. rx. (For another 
rendering, see below.) Through Him, who 
sits on the *throne of grace," we are con- 
secrated with **the Spirit of grace” (x. 29), 
and receive at God's hands that priestly royalty 
which Israel forfeited; how careful, then, 
should we be not to **fall back from the grace 
of God" (v. 15) as they did. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. 


1. So Bengel takes it here: quoting from 
Hesychius; óykos] $Venua, vrepnpavia. By 
giving it this sense (1) We bring the term 
into symmetry with duapriav (cp. 1 Pet. ii. 
I; dzoÜéuevoi ovv macay kakiay kal müvra 
dodov). (2) We obtain the very same anti- 
thesis to patient faith which lies in the Hebrew 
of Hab. ii. 4: “His soul is lifted up" (or, 
** swollen out”). 

1. The verb mepiicrnps is used of PoBos 
in 'Thuc. III. 54; and of aioyivyn in Demosth. 
30. 24. The adj. evmepicraros is a strictly 
&ma£ Xeyópevov; occurring elsewhere only in 
Christian writers who are referring to this 
passage. 


7. Instead of e? marôelav, the most ancient 
MSS. and versions give eis masdeiay (“endure 
ye (or, ye endure) unto chastisement"). In 
the face of this strong external evidence Bleek, 
Tholuck, and Liinemann, adhere to the Re- 
ceived Text; and with good reason: for the 
other reading, besides grievously marring the 
continuity of v. 7, leaves the ei 8e of v. 8 
without anything to refer to. It should be 
remarked that the verb jzouéye has just been 
used transitively in vv. 2, 3, and in x. 32; 
and that it here supplies the needful antithesis 
to the slighting of God's discipline which had 
been spoken of in v. 7. 


12. The word dropóóe is used by the 
LXX. in Ps. xviii. 35 : “Thy hand upheld me, 
and Thy discipline (or, chastisement) /ifted me 
up again" (1j mabela aov dvopÜcwaé pe). 


New Test.—Vor. IV, 


HEBREWS, XII! 


God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear: 
29 For our God isa consuming fire. 


a ape ge a cet na a aca ed ia Aha i Le E 


serve God] Or, **do service to God;” pre- 
senting to Him that ‘holy, acceptable, sacri- 
fice,” which is our “rational service” (Rom. 
xii. 1). : 

reverence] Such as a due sense of the boli- 
ness of God is fitted to inspire even in the 
highest of created beings (cp. Isai. vi. 2). For 
the reading, see Additional Note. 

godly fear] ‘The verb is used in Exod. iii. 
6; “Moses feared to look upon God." 


29. For] Rather, For indeed:—though 
He be so gracious; though He have conde- 
scended to call Himself “our God” (xi, 16). 

a consuming fire| In Deut. iv. 24 there is 
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added, **even a jealous God ;" who is intolerant 


of everything that would injure the purity of 
His people (cp. Exod. xxiv. ro, 17; Lev. x. 
1—3). ‘That Fire has been burning in the 
Church age after age; yet is the Church itself 
** not consumed ” (Exod. iii. 2, Mal. iii. 6). 


XIL o * "vU oU Toto, 721,222 907 2 


17. x. The distance between ajrj» and 
evdoyiay is far too great. 1 

2. Meravoías from its. emphatic position 
remains on the ear. 

3. The antithetic verbs “found” and 
“ sought ” all but compel the reference to be 
to peravoias. ; 

4. To, put peravoias yàp...eópe into a 
parenthesis, leaves the clause caimep...adr/y to 
come in tautologously, after a completed 
statement. 

5. The structure of the verse is clearly 
chiastic; the @edknoas clause corresponding to 
the ex¢yrjcas, and dmeüokiuáo0n to the pe- 
ravoías yap... (cp. Jer. iv. 28, où peravoncw; 
Vi. 30, dmeOokipacev avtovs 0 Kúpios), 


18. Some MSS, and versions omit dpe 
(leaving us to render ‘‘to a palpable and 
kindled fire”): which, however, is well sup- 
ported by manuscript and patristic authority: 
‘The correctness of the Received Text is con- 
firmed by Deut, iv. x1: xai mpoondOere,...Kat 
TO Opos ékaíero Tupl...cKoTos, yropos, Oera 
(cp. ib, v. 22, 23, 1x. 13). In Rev. xxi. 1— 
8 we have the Mpyry 7 Katouévn mvpi as the 
antithesis of the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

The word ynrapopere (‘groped after”) 
has a sufficiently obvious application to the 
mountain enveloped in darkness; but appears 
quite unsuited to a “burning fire.” 


21. In Deut. ix. 19 we have &@oBds eiu; 
in the text, expoBos elpe kal čvrpopos; the 
second adjective being an idiomatic appendage, 
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as in the phrase perà poßov xal rpopov (2 Cor. 
vii, 15; Eph. vi. 5; Phil. ii. 12). Cp. 1 Macc. 
xiii. 2, &vrpopos kai euoBos. 


22, 23. Most are now agreed in connect- 
ing maynyvpe with what goes before it (not, 
as A.V., with v. 23). So the best MSS., the 
Peshito and Vulgate, Origen, Ambrose, and 
Augustine (decem millibus exultantium 
angelorum"). It remains doubtful whether 
we are to render *to myriads of angels, a 
festal throng,” or, ‘to myriads, a festal throng 
of angels.” As maynyvpes is not so well suited 
to govern the genitive, the former rendering is 
to be preferred. 

28. Many translate, ‘‘let us have thank- 
fulness; " but 

ri. No instance is given to show that the 
words can have this meaning, when used (as 
here) absolutely, and with tbe verb standing 


first. 
CHAPTER XIII. 


1 Divers admonitions, as to charity, 4 to 
honest life, 5 to avoid covetousness, 7 to re- 
gard God's preachers, 9 to take heed of 
strange doctrines, 10 to confess Christ, 16 to 
give alms, 17 to obey governors, 18 to pray 
Jor the apostle. 20 The conclusion. 


e brotherly love continue. 

2 Be not forgetful to enter- 
tain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 








CHAP. XIII. 1. brotherly love] The love 
of such as are brethren in Christ (ii, xz, iii. 1; 
cp. 1 Thess. iv. 9, 10). How active this love 
had been in the Hebrew community, we saw 
in vi 10, x. 32. ‘The exhortation is, ** Let it 
continue," unshaken;—a sign that you belong 
to the immoveable kingdom (xii. 27). In 
vv. 2, 3, two forms of this brotherly kindness 
are mentioned—kindness to *'strangers" and 
to ‘prisoners;” both of which classes had 
been specially named by Christ as among His 
“ brethren ” (Matt. xxv. 38—40). 


2. The Emperor Julian (Ep. 49) held 
that the kindness which Christians showed to 
strangers was one of the principal causes of 
Christianity having spread as it had done. 


3. bound with them] So closely united to 
them in love that you cannot but share their 
bonds (x Cor. xii. 26; cp. x. 33 above). 

suffer adversity] Or, **are in distress” 
(see on xi. 37). 

in tbe body] and therefore exposed to the 
like sufferings.. 


4. Marriage is honourable] Rather, Let 
marriage be held in honour (the con- 
struction as in v. 5 ; cp. Rom. xii. 9). 

in all] Rather, * in all things" (as in v. 


HEBREWS. XIII. 


[v. 1—5. 


2. The drift of the exhortation is to pro- 
mote the ‘‘ reverence and godly fear," which 
are spoken of at the end of the verse. Thank- 
fulness, however compatible with this, yet be- 
longs to a different /ine of thought. 

3. The ‘holding fast of grace” is the 
contrast of the “falling back from the grace 
of God," which had been spoken of in v. 15 
(cp. also x. 29, xiii. 9). 

28. The oldest MSS. read pera evAaBeías 
kal Oéovs. Tregelles and Alford refer to the 
Peshito as supporting this reading; but incor- 
rectly. The first of the two Syriac words is 
the one which is used for alos in 1 Tim. ii. 
9, while the second (from the verb used for eù- 
Aafg8eís in xi. 7) represents evAaBeia in ch. v. 
7, 8. The Received Text has good MSS. on its 
side, in addition to the Peshito and (very dis- 
tinctly) St Chrysostom. Delitzsch notices 
that the combination aides kal evAaBeia occurs 
in Philo, 11. 597, 53. 


3 Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; and 
them which suffer adversity, as being 
yourselves also in the body. 

4 Marriage 7s honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled: but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge. 

5 Let your conversation be with- 
out covetousness ; and be content with 
such things as ye have: for he hath 





18; Tit. ii. ọ, 10). No part of that which is 
God’s institution is to be treated with dis- 
respect. 

the bed| Rather, let the bed be. Many 
good authorities, however, introduce the second 
clause by “for,” instead of ** but.” 

God] Human law may not be able to 
reach such, but there is One who will with- 
out fail judge them, —Go»p. 


5. conversation] Or, ‘“ conduct ;” habits 
and manner of life. 

without cowetousness] Lit. **unz-money- 
loving;” implying the reverse of money-lov- 
ing,—open-handed and generous. (On the 
sequence of vv. 2, 5, cp. Introd. rrr. 2, § i.) 

he hath said] ** He Himself,” or, ** HE; "— 
there was no need to say, who. ‘The quota- 
tion is from Josh. i. ; (see below), where the 
words are addressed to Joshua after the death 
of Moses. A similar assurance was made to 
Jacob when he left Isaac (Gen. xxviii. 15), 
and to Solomon when he was about. to lose 
his father (1 Chro. xxviii. 20). 'The Hebrew 
Christians might apply the assurance to them- 
selves, though they were separated from the 
Mosaic economy (now all but defunct, viii. 
13), and cast out from their patrimony (x. 
32—34). 


v. 6—10.] 


said, ^I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee. 

6 So that we may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto 
me. 

7; Remember them which ! have 
the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end of 
their conversation. 


HEBREWS. XIII. 


8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever. 

9 Be not carried about with divers 
and strange doctrines. For it is a 
good thing that the heart be establish- 
ed with grace; not with meats, which 
have not profited them that have 
been occupied therein. 

10 We have an altar, whereof they 
have no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle. 





6. may boldly say] Rather, say boldly. 
The quotation is from Ps. cxviii. 6. There 
ought to be a colon at “fear,” the second 
clause being interrogative: What shall man 
do unto me? 


7. which have...spoken| Rather, that had 
the rule over you, (lit., your leaders;—the same 
word as in v. 17) which spake. The refer- 
ence is plainly to some who had been removed 
from among them. One of these, probably, 
was James the Just, bishop of Jerusalem, 
who was put to death in A.D. 62 (Jos. ¢ Ant.’ 
zaoo). 

follow] ‘That is, imitate (vi. 12). 

considering] Or, “ observing carefully." 

the end of their conversation) Or, “the 
issue of their life:”—how nobly they con- 
cluded their long course of consistent labour; 
faithful to the last. ‘There should be a full 
stop at the end of the verse; the order of the 
words in the original being, ‘‘of whom, ob- 
serving carefully the issue of (their) life, imi- 
tate the faith." 


8. the same] is the same. ‘The Greek 
order is somewhat more emphatic: ‘+ Jesus 
Christ is yesterday and to-day the same, and 
for ever.” He is “the same to-day,” in your 
season of trial, that He was yesterday, when 
your fathers were tried ; and He will be the 
same “for ever.” What, then, if the Legal 
constitution were perishing, and an unknown 
future lay before the Church? They might 
advance courageously on their way to the 
Land of Promise. The “Ark of the Covenant 
of the Lord” had gone before, and would 
stand firm, until the whole Church should 
have ‘ passed over” (Josh. iii. 3, 17) in safety. 

Obs. ‘Thus the last chapter resumes, and 
applies practically, the testimony to Christ, 
which had been given in the first; Thou art 
THE SAME (i. 12). 


9. carried about with,..doctrines] Rather 
(corr, reading), carried away by...teach- 
ings:—away from that simplicity of faith, 
which marked your departed leaders (v. 7): 
and so, away from the one unchanging Source 
of spiritual life (v. 8). 

The circumstances of the Church at Jeru- 


salem were at this time very critical. The 
‘ many myriads” (Acts xxi. 20) of its mem- 
bers were all ‘zealous for the law." ‘The 
fact that a whole generation had passed away 
since the Christian Church was founded, and 
yet the Temple-services still continued to be 
celebrated, might incline some to suppose that 
the Levitical ritual was meant to be perpetual. 
‘True, the sacrifices were not needed (as the 
preceding part of this Epistle had shown) for 
the purpose of atonement. But might they 
not be the appointed channels of self-consecra- 
tion and thanksgiving? And were not the 
sacrificial feasts valuable means of brotherly 
communion? ‘The ‘‘many teachers" who 
existed among the Hebrew Christians (James 
ii. 1) might easily be led to form divers, and 
ever-varying, theories on these points; em- 
bodying elements that were strange, and alien 
to the true principles of the Gospel. Such 
speculations would be especially dangerous in 
times of persecution; when anything would be 
welcome which seemed to offer a plausible 
ground of compromise. 

established | Made firm and strong (comp. 
Col. ii. 7). ‘This stedfastness of heart could 
be produced only by abiding in the ‘ grace” 
of Christ (Rom. v, 2); not by sacrificial meats, 
which were mere * carnal ordinances” (ix. 
10). If any Christians trusted in them, they 
were ‘‘fallen from grace" (Gal. v. 4). 

which have not) Lit. “ wherein they that 
walked found no profit.” Had men not tried 
long enough what could be got from the 
Law as an outward system? Had they not 
walked in it, regulating their whole life by it, 
and found it unprofitable (vii. 18)? ‘The naked 
and heartless ritual observances of the later 
Jews were, like the idols their fathers had 
trusted in, things that could not profit (Jer. 
ii, 8, vil. 85 cp. Isai. lvii. 12). 


10. We have an altar|—by means of 
which our souls are upheld in health and 
comfort (v. 9). The Altar is that, on which 
Jesus offered up Himself **to sanctify His 
people" (v. 12); by which both our thank- 
offerings to God and our deeds of kindness to 
our fellow-men are hallowed (vv. rs, 16). 
‘We do not stand in need of those Levitical 
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11 For the bodies of those beasts, 
whose blood is brought into the sanc- 
tuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned without the camp. 

12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his 
own blood, suffered without the gate. 

13 Let us go forth therefore unto 


HEBREWS.JXPIN 


[v. 11—15. 


him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach. 


14 ^For here have we no con-? Mic. 


* . . IO. 
tinuing city, but we seek one to come. 


15 By him therefore let us offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God conti- 
nually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
! giving thanks to his name. 








*meats;" we “have meat to eat which they 
know not of" We have an Altar, of (or, 
from) which they that serve (viii. 6) tbe taber- 
nacle have no right (or, power, as in x Cor. 
ix. 4) to eat. Only by faith (sursum corda) 
can any have “power” (comp. John i. 12) 
to partake of the one true Sin-offering which 
was offered upon that invisible Altar (see Ad- 
ditional Note). ‘They who faithlessly adhere 
to the antiquated type disable themselves from 
feeding on the reality, which is ** meat in- 
deed ” and ** drink indeed” (John vi. 55). 

11. This disability was figuratively set forth 
by the Law. For not even the high-priest 
was permitted to eat of the siz-offerings of the 
Day of Atonement. The bodies of the bullock 
and the goat were to be carried ** without the 
camp,” and to be there burnt (Lev. xvi. 27). 
‘Those sacrifices represented simply the penalty 
of sin, death; and were to be ‘‘ burnt” (not 
with holy altar-fire, but) as polluted things 
(cp. Josh. vii. xs, LXX.). The Law itself, 
then, declared that they ‘‘ who served the 
Tabernacle” were not permitted to feed on the 
most solemn of its typical sin-offerings. Al- 
though these, by Divine ordainment, bore the 
people's sins representatively, yet, being un- 
able truly to atone for sin, they were treated 
as under a curse. So long as the Jews held 
Jesus to be, like their own sin-offering, simply 
an ‘accursed thing," they could not partake 
of that most precious Sacrifice. 


12. Wherefore] That He might fulfil 
what was presignified by that provision in the 
Law, Jesus was contented to be led outside 
the gate of Jerusalem (John xix, 17), as one 
laden with guilt (cp. Lev. xxiv. 23; Num. xv. 
35; Acts vii. 58). This He did that He 
might ‘sanctify the people” (which was the 
end aimed at by the Day of Atonement, Lev. 
XVI. 30); see on li. XI, I7. 

“« Through the offering of" His sacred 
“body we are once for all sanctified” (x. ro). 
When He ** bore the sins of many” (ix. 28), 
and “tasted death for every man” (ii. 9), 
He made a rea/ atonement for sins; and 
abolished the power of sin and death. ‘The 
virtue of that sacrifice is communicated to all 
who obey Him; so that it becomes to them 
the reality, which was typified by the “ peace- 
offerings” of the Law;—a means of commu- 
ion with the Holy and Blessed God. In the 


fullest sense, then, ‘‘ave have an altar;" of 
which we may eat and live for ever. 


13. go fortb unto bim] go outside the un- 
believing and rebellious camp; zo Him, in 
whom we have sacrifice and high-priest and 
altar all combined. When He went forth from 
Jerusalem, He made it necessary (as of old) 
for * every one who sought the Lord” to go 
forth avitbout tbe camp (Exod. xxxiii, 7). 

his reproach] Cp. Ps. lxix. 7, 19. So Moses 
bore “the reproach of Christ” (xi. 26) 
when he forsook Egypt. ‘The city **where 
the Lord was crucified” was now *'spirit- 
ually” Egypt (Rev. xi. 8). This apostolic 
“Let us go forth” was a token that the 
unfaithful city’s doom was fast approaching. 


14. Let us not hesitate to go forth, For 
we, like our fathers (xi. 13—16), are only 
travelling towards the city that abideth (the 
same word as in xii. 27, ** remain ”). 

one to come) Rather, that which is to 
come;—the subject of sure promise, 


15. By him] Rather, Through Him. 
'Through Him, as the one offering for sin, by 
which we are sanctified (v. 12); through 
Him also, as the living Altar (altar and 
priest in one), whereby our gifts are made 
acceptable to God (cp. x Pet. ii. 5). 

sacrifice of praise] ‘The words are used of 
the Levitical thank-offering in Lev. vii. 12—15, 
but appear already lifted up to a higher ap- 
plication in Ps, l. 14, cvii. 22, cxvi. 17. 

continually] ‘The ‘‘ thank-offerings ” of the 
Law were only occasional. ‘Those of Chris- 
tians are to be, ‘‘at all times and in all places;” 
of perpetual recurrence (see Num. xxviii. 10, 
Is, 23, 24, 31, LXX.). The Rabbins say, 
** In the world to come all the offerings cease; 
but the offering of praise never ceases” 
(Schóttg. *H. H.' 11. 612). È 

Obs. ‘The word is the one used in St Luke 
xxiv. 53. When the Apostles had seen Jesus 
taken up to heaven as He was bestowing on 
them His high-priestly benediction, ‘‘they re- 
turned and were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God.” 

fruit of our lips giving] Rather, fruit of 
lips that give. ‘The expression “fruit of 
the lips” occurs in Isai. lvii. r9. ‘Though the 
LXX. omitted it there, they inserted it in 
Hos. xiv. 2, where the Hebrew has **the 
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v. 16—20.] 


16 But to do good and to com- 
municate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

17 Obey them that ! have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves: for 
they watch for your souls, as they 
that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 


HEBREWS. XIII. 


I8 Pray for us: for we trust we 
have a good conscience, in all things 
willing to live honestly. 

19 But I beseech you the rather to 
do this, that I may be restored to you 
the sooner. 

20 Now the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 





calves of our lips" [lit. “our lips (as) 
calves"]: see Note below. Words of praise, 
uttered by the lips, are as fruit, borne by 
affections whose roots are in the heart. In 
the * fruit of the lips," therefore, man's 
“t rational service" of God finds expression, 
and so the whole body becomes ‘a living 
sacrifice" (Rom. xii. 1). 

to bis name] To Him as He has revealed 
Himself; in accordance with that “ great 
Name" (Mal. i. 11) into which we are 
baptized. 


16. But] Thanksgiving to God is the first 
great sacrifice; But it is not the only one. 
Deeds of kindness to our fellow-men are also 
offerings of “ sweet odour, acceptable to God ” 
(Phil. iv. 18). 

In the Communion Service oth the offer- 
ings mentioned in vv. 15, 16 are combined 
with the sacramental feeding on the body and 
blood of Christ. - 

to communicate] ‘To impart of our earthly 
store to those who are in need (Rom. xii. 13). 


17. In v. 7 he had bidden them imitate 
the faith of their departed “rulers.” Having 
warned them in vv. 8—16 against being 
drawn aside from the one Fountain of grace, 
he now speaks of their duties to their living 
“rulers.” 

submit yourselves] Rather, ‘‘defer (to 
them);” yielding to their authority, complying 
with their admonitions (cp. 1 Cor. xvi. 16). 
Such compliance was reasonable; For they 
on their part watch, with unsleeping care 
(Luke xxi. 36), for your souls (2 Cor. xii. 15). 
` give account| Or, “give an account ;" an 
account of the flock entrusted to their charge 
(Gen. xxxi. 39, 40; Ezek. xxxiv. 10; cp. 
Acts xx. 28). 

may do it) Rather, may do this. The 
majority of commentators understand ‘‘ this” to 
refer to, watch for your souls.— Yield a ready 
compliance to your pastors’ admonitions; for 
they on their part keep watch for your souls' 
salvation with godly earnestness ;—that so they 
may do this their work (cp. 1 Tim. iv. 16) 
with joy (Acts Xx. 24; Phil. i. 45 cp. ii. 2), 
and not with grief (as mourning over your 
unfruitfulness, 2 Cor. ii. 13, xii. 21); for that 
were indeed your loss. ) 

Others, however (as Paschasius, Anselm, 


and Lyra, in Estius; and so Owen) refer the 
“this” to, give an account ;—that they may 
render in their account with joy (rejoicing over 
you as the ** crown" of their labours, x ‘Thess, 
li. 19, 20), and not with grief (as having “lost 
the things” they had “ wrought,” 2 John 8). 
The last clause, ‘‘ that were unprofitable for 
you,” is then to be regarded as a euphemism 
for, ‘‘ Terrible indeed in that case would the 
loss be zo you.’ 

The most probable punctuation of the verse 
is, “Obey them that watch over you, and 
defer to them; for they on their part 
watch for your souls, as men that must give 
an account: that they may do this with 
joy, and not with grief; for &c.” 


18. for we trust] Or, “we are per- 
suaded." He states this, because they would 
pray on his behalf with greater confidence, if 
they were assured of his integrity. 

a good conscience] Acts xxiii, 1, xxiv. 16. 

in all things...) Rather, desirous in all 
things to act rightly (or, * honourably ;” 
see on Rom. xii. 17). 


19. the rather] the more earnestly 
(as in ii. x). 

restored to you]  Re-instated (so the word 
implies) in his former relations to them (cp. 
Jer. xvi. r5; in A. V. “bring again”). St Paul 
had been torn away from the Church at Jeru- 
salem precisely at the moment when the plan, 
at which he had so long laboured, for testify- 
ing the love he bore to his brethren after the 
flesh, had to all appearance reached a pros- 
perous issue. 


20. Now] Rather, But. He longed to 
see them again: But, however that might be, 
he committed them to the God of peace (cp, 
Rom. xv. 33, just after he had spoken of his 
desire to visit Rome); the God, who, amidst 
the unceasing changes of the world, ‘blesses 
His people with peace" (Ps. xxix. 11). 

brought again) Rather (as in Rom, x. 7), 
brought up:—with a plain reference to Isai. 
lxiii. x1 which stands in the LXX., ** Where 
is He that brought up from the sea the Shepherd 
of the sheep?” ‘The ascent of Moses and 
Israel out of the depths of the Red Sea was 
typical of the restoration of Christ and (in 
due time) of His redeemed host out of Hades. 

that great shepherd] . So named in contrast- 





IOI 


IO2 


I Or, zes- 


tament. 


1 Or, do- 


ng. 


the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting ! covenant, 

21 Make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, "working in you 
that which is wellpleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom 4e 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

:22 And I beseech you, brethren, 
suffer the word of exhortation: for 
I have written a letter unto you in 
few words. 


HEBREWS. XIII. 


[v. 21—25. 


23 Know ye that our brother Ti- 
mothy is set at liberty ; with whom, 
if he come shortly, I will see 
you. 
24. Salute all them that have the 
rule over you, and all the saints. 
They of Italy salute you. 

25 Grace be with you all. 
men. 


A- 


*| Written to the Hebrews from Italy by 
Timothy. 





with Moses ; as in iv. 14 He was styled, ‘ the 
great High-priest," in contrast with Aaron. 
In the Psalm which was so much enlarged upon 
in chh. iii and iv, the ‘Shepherd of Israel” 
is God Himself (Ps. xcv. 7; cp. XXX. T). 

In the Greek the order of the words is (cp. 
ii. 9, &c.), “that brought up from the dead 
that great Shepherd of the sheep through the 
blood of the everlasting Covenant, our Lord 
Jesus." 

through tbe blood) Rather, “in virtue 
of the blood” (cp. ix. 25, Eph. ii. 13, Zech. 
ix. 11; which last passage appears to be referred 
to). The death of Christ, as the expression 
of His perfect obedience, was of infinite merit. 
His blood, poured out on the cross, sealed 
the everlasting covenant of peace between 
God and man; which being effected (and 
because it was effected) the Surety of the 
covenant was Himself raised triumphantly 
from the dead. Comp. John x. 17. 

blood of tbe...cowenant] By which the cove- 
nant was ratified (Exod. xxiv. 8). 

Obs. r, In Ezek. xxxvii 24—-26 God 
promises to set up David His servant as 
prince and shepherd over His flock, and so to 
make His “covenant of peace with them ;—it 
shall be az everlasting covenant with them.” 

Obs. 2. In Zech. ix. 1o, rr, the mention of 
the deliverance to be effected by the ** blood 
of the covenant" follows on the promise, 
** He shall speak peace unto the nations." 


21. Make you perfect] Supplying what- 
ever has been defective, repairing whatever 
has been decayed, in you. It is not the word 
used in ii. 10, v. 9, &c., but the same as in 
Gal. vi. 1, 1 Thess. iii. 1o. 

every good work] 2 Cor. ix. 8. 

to do bis will] So conforming you to the 
character of Christ (x. 7, 9; cp. x. 36). 

working] Lit. *doing;" the same word 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 


5. In Deut. xxxi. 6, Moses assuring Joshua 
of God's favour, says, où py ce dvi, odd’ où 
pn ce éykaraMeimy. In Josh. i. 5, where God 
Himself gives this same assurance to Joshua, 


being used in regard to God and man. Cp. 
Phil. ii. 13, “that worketh in you both to will 
and to work.” 

well pleasing| Compare Rom, xii. 2. 

through Jesus Christ] through whom alone 
the renewing power of the Holy Ghost is 
communicated to man. 

to whom] A similar doxology follows the 
words, through Jesus Christ, in 1 Pet. iv. rr. 
Comp. 2 Pet. iii. 18, Rev. i. 6. 


22. And I beseech you, brethren) So in 
the similar supplementary paragraphs in Rom. 
XV, XVI. 179 E (OL. EVI Ee 

suffer] Rather, bear with (2 Cor. xi. 1). 

word of exhortation| ‘The expression used 
in Acts xiii. 15. We gather from it, that the 
writer looked on his Epistle as in the nature 
of a homiletic address. 

Jor I...] ** For indeed it is with few words 
that I have written unto you." His words 
had been fw in comparison of what was 
required for a full discussion of the subjects 
he had touched upon (comp. ch. v. x1). Since 
he had avoided making undue demands on 
their attention, he hoped they would bear 
patiently with what he had addressed to them. 


23. our brother Timothy] See 2 Cor. i. 13 
COLL rs Philem. T, T Sess. ito M D 
Phil. i. 1, ii. 19—24. 

set at liberty] So the word is used in Acts 
III VIVSA2I SAVE 923 


24. Salute] as St Paul had once done in 
person (Acts xxi. 18, 19). 

They of Italy| ‘The Hebrew Christians who 
resided in Italy. So, when writing from 
Ephesus, he adds: '*'The Churches of dsia 
salute you” (x Cor. xvi. x9). 


25. Grace be with you all] As in Tit. 
iii. 15. Cp. Introd. 111. 2, § iv. 


OH CHAP. XIE Ov fO I5. 


the LX X. has a feebler rendering ; instead of 
which the Apostle (retaining the first person) 
adopts the form of words which had been 
used in Deut. xxxi. 6. 
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10. This is the only view regarding the 
nature of the ** Altar” here spoken of, which 
satisfies all the requirements of the context. 


(1) It cannot be taken of the Cross. ‘That 
was the instrument by which our Lord's 
death was effected; but so far was it from 
being as ‘‘the Altar, which sanctifieth the 
gift," that it stands as the outward symbol of 


.the curse pronounced by the Law (Gal. iii. 


13) upon the malefactor. The cross was as 
little an altar, as the Roman soldiers were 
priests. 


(2) Nor yet can it be understood of the 
Lord's Table. It is, of course, true to say that 
they who continued to serve the Tabernacle 
had no right to partake of the Lord's Supper; 
and if v. ro had stood alone, this might have 
been what it asserted. But the argument of 
vu. II, 12 compels us to carry our thoughts 
to the Altar on which Christ offered Himself 
once for all as the world's Sin-offering.. ‘The 
Lord's Table is not that Altar; though it be 
the hallowed means by which the faithful 
partake of that invisible, yet alone real, Altar. 

That antitypal Altar was wholly outside 
the range of the Levitical system, because it 
belonged to an order of things infinitely elevated 
above it. On that Altar He, who went forth 
bearing the ‘‘reproach” of the iegal high- 
priest's anathema, was offered up; realizing in 
fulness of perfection every thing that had 
been presignified by all the legal sacrifices. 
If, then, the Fire of that antitypal Altar was 
*the Eternal Spirit"—the ** Fire of Love” 
(see on ix. 14),—what could the Altar itself 


. be but Christ’s own Divine-human person- 


ality ? 


Obs.1. Estius refers to Thomas Aquinas, 


as taking the Altar here to be, ‘‘the cross of. 
Christ, or, Christ Himself;" and as remark- 
ing, **T'o eat from this Altar is to partake of 
(percipere) the fruit of Christ's passion, and to 
be incorporated with Him as Head.” Comp. 
Cyril. Alex. ‘De Ador.’ 1x.: Adrés ot», dpa, 
earl rò Ovotacrnpioy, aùròs Se Tò Ovpiapa ka. 
dpxtepeus. PE 

bs. 2. With this interpretation vz. 13. 
I5 are in harmony. ‘‘ Let us go forth to Him,” 
—to that Altar, which is invisible to the un- 
believing Jew, but from which Christians eat 
continually (especially in the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper). Through Him (altar, at once, 
and high-priest) let us offer up our thanks- 
givings (especially, our Eucharistic praises), 
and our deeds of kindness (especially, our 
offertory gifts). 

Compare Chrys. on ch. vi. 19, 20: ** As 
the difference between Aaron and Christ is 
great, so is that between the Jews and our- 
selves. For see; we have our victim ahove, ` 
our priest above, our sacrifices above:—let us 
offer such sacrifices as can be present on that 
altar.” 


15. The substitution of the term kapros 
was so much the easier, because (in addition 
to the resemblance between ‘75 and D5) the 
words kaprœopa and odoKapropa, Kaprocis 
and óXokáprecis, had come to be used of the 
* burnt-offering," and generally of “ offerings 
to the Lord made by fire;” under which head 
came the minchah of the *'zban£-offering ” 
(see on Lev. vii. xr, 12). Such “offering 
made by fire" represented the self-sacrifice of 
a heart, in which the flame of Holy Love had 
been kindled;—the noblest fruit that the 
human spirit can yield. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Y: 


HE writer tells us little, directly, of 
himself; though there are few 
writings which in the same space reveal 
more of the individual character of their 
author. He simply calls himself * James, 
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ;" and addresses * the Twelve 
Tribes which are in the dispersion." 

But he may be safely identified with 
that James of Jerusalem, who is pro- 
minent in Acts xii, xv., and xxi! In 
xil 17, St. Peter sends the announce- 
ment of his release “to James and to 
the brethren.” In xv. 13, segg., after 
Peter, Barnabas and Paul have made 
their several statements in the meeting 
of the Apostles and elders, James for- 
mally sums up the discussion with ** Men 
and brethren, hearken unto me,” &c. : 
and the encyclic letter announcing the 
decision is, in substance, identical with 
his speech.? And in xxi. 18, we read 
that “the day following [his arrival at 
Jerusalem], Paul went in with us unto 
James; and all the elders were pre- 
sent.” In the next verse but one it is 
James, apparently, who speaks on be- 
half of “the myriads of Jews which be- 
lieve, and are all zealous of the Law ;" 
and induces Paul to undertake certain 
ritual obligations which would satisfy 


' 1 Tt is scarcely probable that Mr. Bassett’s 
ingenious arguments (‘The Epistle of St. 
James ;’ F. T. Bassett, M.A., 1876) will win 
many to ascribe the Epistle to the son of 
Zebedee. 

2 It is remarkable that the classical epistolary 
form xaípeww occurs in this Epistle, and in the 
encyclic letter ; but nowhere else in the N. T., 
except in the letter of the Gentile, Claudius 
Lysias, in Acts xxiii, 26, Cp., however, 2 
John ro; seg. 


them that he walked orderly and kept 
the Law. 

2. Such external testimony as we 
have, is in harmony with this view ; and 
we may further identify him with James 
*the Just" or * Righteous" who is 
mentioned by Josephus (‘Antt.’ xx. 9, 1), 
and described more fully by Hegesippus 
in Eusebius (‘H. E. ii. 23, see Routh, 
*Reliquie Sacre,’ vol 1). The ac- 
count in Hegesippus is, indeed, highly 
coloured: but it may be accepted as 
containing a substance of truth. From 
this it may be inferred, that he was a 
man of ascetic habits, if not, strictly speak- 
ing, a Nazarite. The priestly features 
in the description may be taken as a 
conventional portraiture of his Christian 
character, his ecclesiastical position, and 
perhaps also his * brotherhood" to the 
Great High Priest! He was (we are told) 
continually in the Temple interceding 
for the sins of the people, so that his 
knees grew callous from kneeling on the 
pavement. He commanded the confi- 
dence and reverence of Jew and Chris- 
tian alike; and received from the 
Jews not only the title 6 3Oíkaws, but 
also another, 'OgAías? interpreted by 
Hegesippus vepiox? tod Aaod, Bulwark 
of the people; as the Christians called 
him “one of the pillars And it is 
stated that his martyrdom (which 
took place in the interregnum between 
the procuratorship of Festus and that of 


1 We find those who were descended from 
the brethren of the Lord designated Seomdcuvor ; 
see Africanus in Euseb. *H. EJ i. 7 (Routh, 
* Reliq. Sacre, ii. 236, 7). ' 

? Le. Dy BY, as Suicer s. v., Lange.in 
Herzog's Encyklopüdie, s. v. Yakobus,—Oi 
8ukoDvves oTIAL elvai, Galat. ii. 9. 
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Albinus, about A.D. 62 or 63), was sup- 
posed by many to have been avenged 
by the woes which shortly afterwards 
began to fall upon Jerusalem.! 

3. The internal evidence of the Epistle 
points in the same direction. The man 
who reveals himself to us in it, is a 
Christian, and yet a Jew; and, as such, 
not severed from those Jews who, 
though they had not yet embraced 
Christianity, might hereafter become 
Christians ; one who saw in Christianity 
the completion and perfection of the 
older covenant; who probably looked 
on all Gentile Christians as received 
into Israel; yet would not lay on them 
a yoke of Judaism, but conceded to them 
a liberty that he would not use (pro- 
bably did not desire) himself. Thus he 
was qualified to act as a mediator, ina 
conciliatory spirit, in the questions which 
arose; occupying a position which was 
indeed provisional,” while that visitation 
of Jerusalem was impending, by which 
God Himself was about to make the old 
vanish away : and looking on all things 
with the practical object of promoting 
the quiet discharge of duty; without 
taste for speculation, with a positive 
abhorrence of controversy, shunning 
* questions," impatient of “talk” as a 
substitute for work and a hindrance to 
it? The portrait is not without its 
likeness to the human side of His 
character, who spent His nights in 
prayer to God, wrestling, even against 
hope, for those who refused to be 
saved; the Man of sorrow, of suffer- 
ing, of love; severe only to sin, most 
of all to hypocrisy and oppression of 
the brethren ; of whom it was said, * He 
shall not strive nor cry; neither shall 
any man hear His voice in the streets ; 
a bruised reed shall He not break, and 
smoking flax shall He not quench" 
(Matt. xii. 19-21). 

4. This leads us a step further. St. 
Paul describes this James of Jerusalem 
as “the Lord's brother" (Gal. i. 19); a 
title which, whatever may be the precise 


! Quoted from Josephus x Origen, ‘c. Cels? 
EA 1:13: Euseb H. BE... 25. 

2 Itis not clear whether he was enabled to 
see that it was provisional. But ch. v. 1-9 
seems to make it probable. 

* Reuss, ‘Geschichte d. heil, Schriften,’ 8 144. 
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interpretation given to it, implies a close 
relation. Who were * the brethren of 
the Lord," is a question which has been 
already discussed in the additional note 
on St. Matthew, ch. xiii. ; to which the 
reader is referred. But a few supple- 
mentary remarks may not be out of 
place here. Doubtless, it is hard to 
answer the question positively ; because 
we are left in ignorance of the details. 
All would have been clear, if these had 
been told. But “Something sealed The 
lips of the Evangelist :" and we are left 
to choose among hypotheses, to every 
one of which objections have been found 
or invented. It is the old story ; “ there 
are objections to a plenum, and objec- 
tions to a vacuum; yet one or the other 
must be true." That the “brethren” 
were younger sons of our Lord's mother, 
is inconsistent with the fact that the 
charge of His mother was bequeathed 
by Him, in the hour of His death, to St. 
John. And it may be added, that their 
interference with the conduct of Jesus 
(compare Matt. xii. 46; xiii. 54—56, with 
Mark ii. 21, 31; vi 2, 3; Luke viii. 
19-21), implies that some, if not all, 
of them were older than He was. The 
argument on the other side from the 
word “first-born” in Luke ii. 7 (and 
Received Text of Matt. i. 25), plausi- 
ble as at first sight it seems, is now 
generally given up ; the expression being 
(like our *son and heir") no less ap- 
plicable to an only son, than to one who 
is “first-born among many brethren ;” 
inasmuch as it refers to the law, ‘“ Sanc- 
tify unto Me all the first-born, whatso- 
ever openeth the womb among the 
children of Israel” (Exod. xiii. 2, comp. 
12, 15): and the idea which it ex- 
presses is that of consecration to God, 
The theory, in which Bishop Light- 
foot acquiesces, that they were sons of 
Joseph by a former wife, is in accord- 
ance with the probability that they were 
older than our Lord ; but is liable, like 
the former one, to the objection that the 
Blessed Virgin was consigned, at the 
death of Christ, to the charge of St. 
John (“ Behold thy Son!—Behold thy 
Mother!” John xix. 26, 27). And 
though it has much of ecclesiastical 
tradition in its favour, yet, as soon as 
we recognise the fact that the term 
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“brother” is frequently used of any near 
relative (see Dr. W. H. Mill *On the 
Pantheistic Theory, p. 227, seg), it 
ceases to have any real support in Holy 
Scripture. 

5. On the other hand, the amount of 
Scriptural evidence which has to be set 
aside or explained away by those who re- 
fuse to identify James the Lord's brother 
with James “the little” (ô puxpos) son 
of Alpheus or Clopas (the identity of 
these names being sufficiently proved), is 
considerable. We have a right to assume 
that St. Paul calls him one of the Apostles; 
not only because this is the more na- 
tural interpretation of his words in Gal. i. 
I9 (črepov O& vOv aroaTdAw obk elðov, ei 


pn lákoBov tov ddeApdv Tod Kupiov) ; but 


because the alternative interpretation, ° 


“other of the Apostles I saw none ; but 
[I saw] James,” is excluded by what fol- 
lows in ii. 6—9, where the whole strength 
of St. Paul’s argument rests on the fact 
that the three whom he met on equal 
terms, and with whom he formally divided 
the field of Apostolic labour, were not 
only Apostles, but chief among the Apos- 
tles in the estimation of the Church,— 
* James, Cephas, and John, who seemed 
to be pillars," oi 8okotvres oriAor eivau. 
We are reminded of that group of Three 
within the Twelve, who were nearest to 
our Lord in some of the most solemn 
hours of His earthly life, Cephas and 
john (as here), and the other James, 
the son of Zebedee. 

Again, in 1 Cor. ix. 5, nothing short of 
the assumption of another Cephas besides 
St. Peter can justify the separation of the 
brethren of the Lord, who are there men- 
tioned, from the Apostles ; and the argu- 
ment of the passage requires that they 
should all be called Apostles in the same 
sense, And in r Cor. xv. 5, segg., the 
appearances of our Lord after His resur- 
rection fall into two groups, 1st. Cephas, 
. . . the twelve, . . . the five hundred ; 
and. James,! . . . all the Apostles, . . . 


Me. 


1 Some (eg. Bp. Lightfoot, Ep. Gal. p. 252; 
ib. 260) have thought that this appearance was 
the turning-point in the life of James, who (not 
having believed before) was converted by it. But 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews (Hieronym. 
‘de Viris illustr’ 2), which is appealed to in 
support of this view, clearly implies that James 
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We conclude, then, that St. James of 
Jerusalem, the brother of our Lord, was 
an Apostle. And though that word is 
sometimes found in the Ejpistles in a 
sense not only lower than, but different 
from that in which it is applied to the 
Twelve and to St. Paul, being used of 
the messengers or ambassadors of a 
Church; yet this is only so in pas- 
sages where no mistake could arise ; and 
cannot be admitted in any passage where 
the ambiguity would be so misleading as 
inGal i rg. Besides, St. Paul is speak- 
ing of one who not only was an Apostle, 
but occupied a chief place, as one of the 
Three who were accounted “ Pillars.” 

6. Nor is it more satisfactory to say 
that James in some way or other came to 
be an Apostle, though he was not so at 
the first. We see in Acts 1. 21-26, how 
carefully the qualifications were marked 
out which were ordinarily requisite for 
the Apostleship, and by what solemn 
sanctions that office was guarded against 
intrusion. In the special case of St. 
Paul who had not *companied with" 
them * all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among" them, we see 
how formally he was called and ap- 
pointed by special revelation, and how 
* the signs of an Apostle" are indicated 
(Acts xii.; 1 Cor ix). And even so 
he had to maintain a continual struggle 
with the gainsayers of his authority, who 
disputed the evidences of his mission. In 
view of all this, it is not easy to recognise 
a process, by which men grew, as it were, 
into Apostles by a gradual expansion of 
their personal influence, without Divine 
revelation or human appointment. 

7. There is, therefore, every proba- 
bility, Arima facie, that James “the brother 
of our Lord” was, accurately speaking, 
our Lord’s cousin, being the son of 
* Mary of Clopas,"! his mother’s sister 


was one of the twelve who sat down with 
Christ at the Paschal supper. And the other 
brethren are mentioned as believers in Acts 


i. 14. 

1 Cleophas, in John xix. 25, is a mistake of 
the A.V., probably traceable to the Vulgate. 
The two names are, in fact, essentially distinct, 


KAwras being = Aramaic aon ('AA$aios) ; but 
KAeomüs being a Greek name shortened from 
KA edzarpos, as 'Avrimüs from "AvrrraTpos. KAco- 
might become, by contraction, either KAe:- or 
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(or perhaps her cousin). And the only 
remaining question seems to be, whether 
this probability is destroyed by John vii. 
5, * Neither did His brethren believe 
on Him." It has been hence assumed 
that none of the brethren could have 
been of the number of the Twelve. 
But this is to strain the language of 
St. John far beyond what it can rea- 
sonably be made to bear. In the 
first place, the word * belief" is used by 
the Evangelists in various shades of 
meaning. Observe, “ His disciples te- 
lieved on Him,” John ii. 11; and “ Be- 
cause of your unbelief,” said to those 
disciples who had been trying, though 
unsuccessfully, to cast out the evil spirit 
(Matt. xvii. 20). The very narrative 
which states that His brethren did not 
believe on Him, implies that they were 
among His followers; and is more con- 
sistent with the confused and worldly ex- 
pectations of adherents than with the 
designs of enemies. If they had no belief 


KAev- (KAciobevis, KAevdayos), but not KAc-. 
And Kàwr- would have been peculiarly ob- 
jectionable in a Greek name, as suggesting 
kAdw. (Renan, ‘Fvangiles,? App., has over- 
looked these considerations). It is true, that 
Jews occasionally adopted Greek or Roman 
names which resembled their own; and thus 
Clopas and Cleopas might be names of the 
same person. But, even in this case, Clopas 
would be the original name. It has indeed been 
said that Hegesippus calls Clopas the uncle 
of James. But this is a mistake. His words, as 
quoted (Euseb. H. E. iv. 22) are perà TÒ uaprv- 
pirar "Idke ov roy Blkotov ds kal ó Kipios em 7G 
aUTQ Adyw, maAw 6 ek Belov abro) Zvuedv ô Tod 
KAwra xabiorarat émlakomos: bv mpoétevro mávres, 
Üvra àveibv Tod Kuplov, üeórepov. Here the words 
ó é« Belov abro) are, however they are taken, 
awkward ;:and, grammatically, abroü might 
refer either to Kupios or to 'IákwBov. But the 
context, indicating that the relationship to our 
LoRD was the thing which made all agree to 
choose Symeon, would be enough to decide 
that @efov belongs to Kópios. And this becomes 
certain when we compare another passage, in 
which Hegesippus says, uéxpis oU 6 èr Belov Tod 
Kuplov 6 mpoeipnucvos Supedy vids KAwmü ovko- 
pavrnðels x. 7. é. (ap. Euseb. iii. 32). Cp. Eusebius 
himself in iii. 11, Zvuedva rbv Tod KAwmü . 
TOU Tis àvTÓÓ. mapoiklas Opdvov &tiov elvai Dori- 
Lára, dvelidy ye, bs pact, yeyovsta ToU Zwrijpos: 
Toy yàp obv KAwnay àBeAQv ToU Twop Vmdpxew 
‘Hynhoimmos torope?. This would imply a double 
relationship, according to the /ega/ genealogy. 
And, possibly, méAw... 8erepov, in the frag- 
ment first cited, are not mere words of surplus- 
age, but suggest that Symeon and his predeces- 
sor stood in the same degree of relationship to 
our LORD, 
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in Jesus at all, they must have been de- 
liberately urging Him to expose Himself 
to death. It seems more reasonable to 
ascribe to them an inadequate or erro- 
neous belief, and an incapacity for appre- 
ciating the true nature of the kingdom 
which was to be inaugurated. But, even 
if it be granted, that “the brethren " gene- 
rally grouped themselves with those who 
tried to thwart the Son of the Virgin, 
there remains a palpable fallacy in this 
interpretation of John vii. 5. It con- 
verts a general into a universal propo- 
sition. St. John’s words are not equiva- 
lent ton A/M His brethren came, . . .; 
for neither did azy of His brethren 
believe on Him." Yet this is what the 
argument requires. We do not know 
how many “ brethren” there were: four, 
the sons of Mary of Clopas, are men- 
tioned by name; and of His "sisters" 
it is said “Are they not a/ with us?" 
There may even have been other 
cousins besides the children of Clopas 
and Mary. At any rate, one or two 
of the brethren may have been believers 
(and if so, may even have been 
Apostles), without any contradiction to 
the general statement of St. John. 

8. And various incidental considera- 
tions point to the same conclusion. 
Only two persons bearing the name of 
James are mentioned in the Gospels or 
the early part of the Acts—the son of 
Zebedee, and the son of Alpheus. And, 
after the death of the former, James of 
Jerusalem is spoken of without any dis- 
tinctive epithet, as if there was no longer 
another for whom he could be mistaken. 
Compare Acts xii 2, with ver. 17 of 
the same chapter. That one Apostle 
called James should silently disappear, 
and another should silently and im- 
mediately take his place, is scarcely 
credible. Moreover, the position of 
primacy which James assumes among 
the Apostles and elders at Jerusalem, 
and. the marked deference which St. 
Paul shews towards him, all combine to 
indicate an Apostle, not “born out of 
due time,” but one of the Twelve. 

g. The internal evidence from the 
Epistle of St. James, which has been 
scarcely noticed at all, is no less impor- 
tant. To the present writer, it appears 
absolutely decisive. The Epistle does 
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not indeed assert the writers Apostle- 
Ship. It asserts nothing about him. 
But (which is equally important for the 
interpretation of the words in John vii. 
5) it is unquestionably the work of a 
constant and devoted follower of Jesus 
of Nazareth. Ifthe Epistle is read with 
reference to this point, it strikes the ear, 
from beginning to end, as an echo of 
the oral teaching of our Lord. It is 
impossible that it should have been 
written by any one who had not, through- 
out the whole course of Christ's ministry, 
drunk in His words and stored them in 
his heart, till his whole spirit was steeped 
in their inspiration. There is scarcely a 
thought in the Epistle which cannot be 
traced to Christ's personal teaching.! If 
John has lain on the Saviour’s bosom, 
James has sat at His feet. 

Nor is it as if this can be traced to 
the study of the written volumes of the 
Evangelists ; although there is, as might 
be expected, more likeness to St. 
Matthew (especially to the Sermon on 
the Mount)? than tothe rest. No sure 
ground exists for believing that the 
writer had had the opportunity of 


1 Reuss, ‘Geschichte d. heil Schriften,’ 
$ 143; ‘Théologie chrétienne, i. 486, re- 
marks that the allusions to Christ's discourses 
in St. James, are more numerous than in all the 
other Epistles together. 


? Compare,— 


ST. MATTHEW. ST. JAMES. 


v. 3 e i 551.9 
4 So PEG 
7,9 ETSI Tut 7 
8 iv. 8 
9 "um HIS 
II, I2 MIO N- TO LI 
19 2208 1 191927: 02 513 41) LO, LT 
22 297 $1 20 
27 li. IO, II 
34, seg. V. I2 
48 l4 
vi. 15 IIS 
I9 v. 2, Seg 
24. e iv. 4 
25 iv. 13-16 
vii, I, Seg. iii. 1; iv. II, seg. 
2 ii. 13 
7J, II e i. 5, 17 
8 iv. 3 
12 ii. 8 
16 ii. I2 


21-26 i122 Ain 20V3 759; 
(See Schmid, * Bibl. Theology,' $ 6o.) 


109 


studying any one of the written Gospels. 
Nor is the likeness such as to suggest 
this explanation : for it consists, not in 
verbal quotations, but in the reproduc- 
tion of the teaching. Limited to the 
actual discourses of the Saviour, and 
residing in the thoughts rather than 
the expressions, it suggests to us that 
the Evangelists and the writer of the 
Epistle drew from a common source 
in the living words of the Divine 
Teacher. Probably the same account 
is to be given of the parallel passages 
(which are also remarkable) in St. 
James and St. Peter! And perhaps 
the writers apparent reserve in regard 
to the Redemption through the death of 
Christ (which has been the subject of 
much criticism), and his controversy with 
the unloving, lifeless orthodoxy of Phari- 
saism, will become more clearly intelli- 
gible, when viewed in this light, as reflect- 
ing the actual teaching of his living Lord. 


Il 


St. James, while governing the 
Mother Church of Jerusalem, wrote to 
*the twelve tribes in the dispersion" 
(there is something ideal in the expres- 
sion; cf. Matt. xix. 28), with a sort of 
patriarchal authority, if not actual juris- 
diction. For the Jews who were scat- 
tered abroad, were wont to apply to the 
ecclesiastical authorities at Jerusalem 
for direction, and to receive decrees 
from them.? And thus those Jews who 
had believed in Christ were already 
prepared to look for guidance and doc- 


1 Eg. 
ST. JAMES. ST. PETER. 
"MED 356,07 
IO, II 1024501412 
18 T8392 
2I vis pede eee 
T5 7] lv. 14 
iii. 13 TERA 
ly. I e 11. II 
Os vB o (SY ae ibas es) 
v. 20 M S DUE 


From a comparison of these passages it is 
inferred by some that St. Peter had the Epistle 
of St. James before him. 

? From Acts ix. 2, it appears that the high 
priest could issue his warrant to the synagogues 
at Damascus, to bind any Jews who were there 
accused of heresy, and to send them to Jerusa- 
lem for trial, à 
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trine, to him who stood at the head of 
the Christian Church at Jerusalem. No 
other Apostle or Bishop could claim 
their attention precisely in the same 
way. 'The Churches of Jewish Chris- 
tians belonged (to use a more modern 
ecclesiastical phrase) to his “obedience,” 
in the same way as those of Rome, 
Colossz, &c. (even while yet unseen) 
belonged to St. Paul’s. The care of all 
these Churches came upon him. 

It is here taken for granted that the 
“twelve tribes” (the name having be- 
come technical, though the actual number 
had been lost; see note on i. 1, and 
compare “the Thirty Towns” of early 
Roman history) are the believing Jews, 
whose faith was in a Messiah already 
come. So much seems clear ; although it 
requires to be guarded by certain reser- 
vations. For,— 

1. Gentiles admitted into Churches 
which were in the main Jewish, could 
not be excluded. They had been re- 
ceived into “ the true Israel.” 

2. There may have been “a mixed 
multitude,” a floating, indeterminate 
amount of semi-christianity,—the en- 
quiring, the doubting, and the double- 
minded,—which he could not exclude 
from his thoughts while writing from 
Jerusalem to his brethren of the dis- 
persion. 

3. And still further : as neither he nor 
they had ceased to be Jews on becoming 
Christians, but all retained their mem- 
bership in their ancient commonwealth, 
which was Church and State in one, 
asserting their nationality, and sharing 
the worship of the Temple and the 
Synagogue,! they could not forget those 
who, though still unconverted, were yet 
their brethren as Jews, and might here- 
after become so in a fuller sense, as 
Christians also. 

And therefore, although it would be 
wrong to say that the Epistle was 
addressed to the unbelieving as well as 
to the converted Jews, we may admit 
that the feeling of this brotherhood has 
had its influence in the apparently 
fluctuating way in which the suffering 
Christians and their oppressors are 


* See ii. 2, where the Christian assembly is 
called ‘‘ your synagogue,” 
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spoken of, and classes of persons are 
apostrophised who can scarcely have 
pretended to be Christians in any sense. 
See the notes on iv. 2, 13; v. I. 


In 


Written from Jerusalem to the Jews 
of the Dispersion, the Epistle is, with- 
out prejudice to its Christian character, 
and notwithstanding the remarkable cor- 
rectness of its Greek diction (a char- 
acteristic which has scarcely received 
the attention that it deserves), essen- 
tialy Hebrew in tone of thought and 
feeling, and even phraseology.! In 
every paragraph it reminds us of the 
teaching of the Saviour Himself But 
the vessel which received His words had 
first been imbued with the peculiar 
character of Semitic, and especially 
Hebrew, culture. The Proverbial Books 
of the Jews rise in our thoughts as we 
read the Epistle, alike in their general 
ethical character, and, especially, in 
their peculiar development of the idea 
of ‘Wisdom.’ It may perhaps admit 
of doubt whether the books of * The 
Wisdom of Solomon’ and * Ecclesiasti- 
cus’ are among the actual sources of St, 
James's teaching, or whether they are 
merely to be looked upon as intermediate 
products of the same school of thought 
and philosophy, in which the Jewish mind 
found its congenial sphere from the days 
of Solomon to those of St. James. Yet 
the resemblances seem too many and 
too striking to be thus explained; and it 
is most probable that they indicate an 
actual and familiar acquaintance with 
all the so-called *Sapiential books. See 
Additional Note at end of ch. i. 

Again, the stress laid on sins of the 
tongue and on the unruliness of that 
member, and the melancholy picture of 
the social relations of rich and poor,— 
almost synonymous with oppressors and 
oppressed,—seem to carry us back to 
the same storehouse of practical expe- 
rience. Equally characteristic and re- 
markable, especially in contrast with the 
argumentative trains of thought and 


1 Eg., rAoyllecOar eis Sixaocdynv — üdiévat 
TapanTouata—nporwmorAnwla — mpoowmornmrely 
—TpogevxXH mpoce’xerOar—axpoaths TANG uO- 
vis, &c. 
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closely-linked statements to which we 
are accustomed in St. Paul's writings, is 
the abrupt gnomic form of enunciation 
which often disguises the real closeness 
of the connexion of the thoughts. Here 
we often seem to pass from *' the words 
of the wise and their dark sayings" to 
the oracular utterances of the prophet.! 
So also, instead of general statements, 
St. James is fond of placing before us in 
a concrete form representations of scenes 
vividly, almost dramatically, realising to 
our imaginations the lessons which he 
wishes to enforce.? And with these again 
are connected the picturesque allusions?, 


! See Cellerier on v. I9. 
SAUL II; 24 3 ih 2, 745 G6 
3 « There is more imagery drawn from mere 
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so numerous in the Epistle, to the pheno- 
mena of the outward world, earth, and 
sea, and sky; which bespeak the Jew, 
—the native of Palestine, —and above 
all, the devoted disciple of Him who 
“knew the pleasant way” of teaching by 
parables. 


natural phenomena in the one short Epistle of 
St. James, than in all St. Paul's Epistles put 
together.” (Howson, ‘ Hulsean Lectures,’ p. 6, 
note.) 

1 Hug, ‘Einleitung,’ ii. § 154, notes the local 
colouring ; neighbourhood to the sea (i. 6; 
lii. 4) ; a country of olives, vines, and figs 
(ii. 12) ; where salt springs were known (iii. 11, 
I2); where drought (v. 77, 18) and the hot 
wind (i. 11) were dreaded ; and the early and 
late rain (v. 7) was looked for. 


[N.B.—The Editor feels it necessary to state that the whole of the pre- 
ceding Introduction and of the following notes were set up and finally revised 


in September 1877. 


Any coincidences between this part of the work and other 


publications which have appeared since that date are purely accidental. | 


THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF 


dese dba 


CHAPTER T. 


Y We are to rejoice under the cross, 5 to ask 
patience of God, 13 and in our trials not to 
zmpute our weakness, or sins, unto him, 19 
but rather to hearken to the word, to meditate 
in it, and to do thereafter. 26 Otherwise 
men may seem, but never be truly religious. 





CHAP. I. 1. James.] For the personal 
questions connected with this name, see the 
Introduction. 


a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. | 
More exactly, slave, bondman, of Him who 
has purchased us to Himself. ‘The word is 
not necessarily so harsh as it seems to those 
who look at slavery only on its tragic side. 
Domestic slaves were usually well treated (St. 
Luke vil. 2); though this depended on a 
master’s temper or caprice. We know of no 
household servants, except slaves, in Greece 
or at Rome (cp. Lat. familia). St. Paul 
uses the word of himself, both with the title 
of an Apostle (Rom. i. 1; Tit. i. 1), and 
without it (Phil. i. 1); see too 2 Peter i. 1; 
Jude r. It seems to indicate some (though 
undefined) ministry, beyond the ordinary 
Christian’s relation to his Lord (see 2 Tim. 
il. 24). Some, comparing the usage of the 
Hebrew prophets, even think it = Apostle. 
In John xv. 15, Christ calls the disciples no 
longer ‘‘servants” (slaves), but “friends.” 
Compare what is said of Moses in Num. xii. 
7, with Exod. xxxiii. 11 ; Heb. iii. 2-5. 

The co-ordinate mention of God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ implies their co-equal 
dignity. And it accords with St. James’s 
view of the oneness of the old and new 
Dispensations. 


to the twelve tribes.] A name of pride to 
the children of the twelve patriarchs (really 
thirteen tribes) even when the common- 
wealth of Israel was no more. Its signifi- 
cance is both religious and political. Christ 
recognises it in connexion with the number 
of the Apostles, and (prophetically) with the 
future kingdom (Matt. xix. 28; Luke xxii. 
30; cp. Revel vil. 4, xxi 12-14). St, Paul 


AMES, a servant of God and of 
J the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad, greeting. 
2 My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations ; 


(Acts xxvi. 7) uses an equivalent noun (rò 
ÓcOekádQvXov, * the dozen tribes"), which also 
occurs in early ecclesiastical writers. Here 
the Christian Jews, as being the true Israel, 
are probably meant, not the who/e Church, 
St. Paul's “Israel of God” (Gal. vi. 16); 
though Gentile converts, attached to churches 
chiefly Jewish, may be included. 


which are scattered abroad.| Literally, of 
the dispersion, ze. who were dispersed 
abroad in the captivity and did not return to 
Palestine. Many had formed ties in the far 
East, and remained there. And there were 
others who, for commercial or other reasons, 
had followed the march of Alexander’s em- 
pire, and settled in the kingdoms into which 
it was broken up, chiefly in the cities on the 
coasts of Asia Minor. ‘The phrase is derived 
from the LXX, Deut. xxx. 4; see Ps. cxlvii. 
2; Ezek. xxii. 15. St. Peter addresses his 
first Epistle to “the strangers of the disper- 
sion of (in) Pontus" &c. The Jews, in 
John vii. 35, ask whether Christ will go *unto 
the dispersion of (among) the Greeks.” All 
these Jewish colonies were in correspondence 
with Jerusalem, and received the decrees of 
the Sanhedrim on ritual and ecclesiastical 
matters. So those who became Christians 
would stil look to Jerusalem, and gladly 
receive an epistle from the pastor of that 
church. See Introduction, ii. 


greeting.| Literally, wisheth joy—a Greek 
salutation; whereas the other Epp. wish 
“mercy,” “grace,” “ peace,” the last being 
the prevalent Eastern form, even to the pre- 
sent day. See Introduction, i. note 1. 


2. My brethren.| St. James, writing from 
the fulness of his heart, and knowing the 


————— —— 


v. 3—5.] 


3 Knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience. 
4 But let patience have her perfect 
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work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. 
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let 





needs of his brethren and the troubles which 
were threatening, plunges at once into his 
subject. The comparison of r Thess. ii. I4, 
with Acts xvii. 1-7, throws light on the 
situation. ‘The double tie of brotherhood in 
blood and in faith may account for the fre- 
quent use of the words * my brethren” (15 
times) in this Epistle. St. Paul and St. John 
prefer “ children.” 

count it all joy.| Nothing but joy, in spite 
of outward appearances and the suggestions 
of human weakness. 


when ye fall into divers temptations.] We 
speak of trials of affliction, and temptations 
of allurement; but the same family of words 
in the original expresses both, though the 
verb is more commonly used of tempta- 
tion, the noun of trial. (The verb is also 
used simply of testing, 2 Cor. xiii. 5; even of 
trying, attempting, Acts xvi. 7, xxiv. 6 :—the 
noun is used by Christ of Himself, in Luke 
xxii. 28). The common notion is the risk of 
shaking faith or obedience, whether by pain 
or pleasure. Here the temptations are such 
as persons “ fall into,” or “fall in with” (cp. 
Luke x. 30, of the man who “fèll among 
thieves "), and therefore are—(1) outward, as 
opposed to the inner temptations of verse 14 
(see note there); (2) not self-sought; such 
as we fall, not run, into. ‘The risk of failure 
under trial is enough to make those who 
know their weakness pray that they be not 
led into temptation (Matt. vi. 13) even of 
this kind (see Hooker, * E. P? v. 48, 15, and 
Augustin. ib. n. 51); but those who fall into 
it may, even while suffering, feel joy, remem- 
bering (1) its uses in detaching the soul from 
earth, disciplining it and conforming it to 
Christ; (2) the assurance of help propor- 
tioned to their need (1 Cor. x. 13); (3) the 
promise of reward great beyond all com- 
parison of the suffering (Rom. viii. 17, seg. ; 
2 Cor. iv. 17, seg. ; cp. Heb. xii. 2-7). 

The coincidences between verses 2-12 and 
Ecclus. chap. ii. are very striking. 

The whole Epistle shews what need there 
was to dwell on the sweetness of the uses of 
adversity. St. James views the present and 
coming troubles on their spiritual side, and 
calls them “ good,” in virtue of the fruit that 
they bear. 


3. Knowing tbis.] Delicately teaching them, 
if ignorant, what they ought to know and 
must recognise,—that these temptations test 
the reality and depth of faith, and that the 
process of trial works and establishes pa- 
tience. “ Patience" is not merely passive 
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submission: rather, enduring fortitude, the 
elastic spirit which bears up against trials 
until it conquers. So “ patient continuance in 
well-doing" (literally, endurance of good 
work), Rom. ii. 7 ; “let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us," Heb. xii. 1; 
“he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved,” Matt. x. 22, xxiv. 13: see 
infra 12. In r Peter i. 7, “the trial of faith ” 
is connected, as here, with “manifold tempta- 
tions,” and leads to “glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ;" cp. also Rom. v. 3, seg., 
“we glory in tribulation (nearly = ‘tempta- 
tion’ here ; cp. Luke viii. r3, with Matt. xiii, 
21), knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope;” where “ experience ” is nearly the same 
word with “trying” here, varying only as ex- 
perience differs, from the experiment of which 
it is the result, and so coming nearer to the 
“perfect work” (verse 4) which crowns 
“patience” than to the probation which per- 
fects it. 


4. have her perfect work.| Further mark- 
ing the energetic character of this “patience” 
(cp. Rom. ii. 7; 1 Thess. i. 3); the “work” 
being the exercise which developes and puri- 
fies patience to perfection. “Perfect,” as 
used in N. T. of human things, implies full 
growth; strictly of persons (as here, “ that 
ye may be perfect") ; as of men (contrasted 
with babes) in Christ, 1 Cor. xiv. 20 (A. V. 
men); cp. “unto a perfect man . 
we be no more children," Eph. iv. 13; and 
see Heb. v. 14; 1 Cor. xiii. 10, 11. A thing 
is “perfect,” in its kind; “entire,” in all its 
parts ;—“ perfect,” not rudimentary, “entire,” 
not maimed or incomplete. “ Entireness ” 
(A. V., “ perfect soundness”) was given to 
the cripple in Acts iii. 16. Josephus uses the 
word of victims fit for sacrifice; the LXX 
(Exod. xx. 25), of stones unhewn. In x Th. 
v. 23, man’s threefold nature, in the complete- 
ness of all its parts, is indicated : “your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved." 

Note St. James’s habit to gain emphasis 
by repeating those words which form the 
links of his thoughts. Already we have had 
“to rejoice © (ARV. m ereetine "Mojo 
“patience -as patience was. perfect wae that 
ye may be perfect." 

wanting nothing.| Rather, wanting in 
nothing: the same thought is expressed first 
positively, then negatively. It is not a lesson 
of contentment, but a warning against being 
contented with anything short of perfection: 
cp. 1 Cor. i. 7. 
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him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is 
like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. 


Thus the Christian’s sufferings are made 
to display, exercise, and develop his good gifts ; 
he is accomplished in all graces collectively, 
he is perfected in every one severally. 

5. If any of you lack (or, is wanting in) 
wisdom.| The phrase of the last verse re- 
peated: Jet bim ask (cp. Matt. vii. 7; 2 Chr. 
i. 7) of God, whose attribute is to give—to 
give Zo all—and that /iberally, with open and 
stretched-out hands; or literally, with sim- 
plicity, single-hearted good-will, without any 
such arriére pensée, or selfish consideration, as 
often modifies the bounty of men. But both 
meanings meet in one, when the word is 
used of giving: see Rom. xii. 8; 2 Cor. viii. 
2,ix. 11, &c. Elsewhere used of simplicity, 
singleness of character, Eph. vi. 5; Col. iii. 22. 

That it belongs to man to ask, and to God 
to give, is one contrast. Another is, that 
when man gives, he gives and upbraids, re- 
paying himself by the assumption of supe- 
riority, and making the receiver chafe under 
the obligation. This thought is very fre- 
quent in Ecclus.: see xviii. 18, xx. 15, xli. 22, 
and especially xxix. 22-28. 

wisdom.| See add. note at end of chapter. 

6. in faith.| Relying on God's will to give 
(verse 5). The word is further defined, as often 
in St. James, by the negative following :—no- 
thing wavering, or doubting, cp. Matt. xxi. 
21; Mark xi. 23; Actsx. 20, xi. 12; ‘at odds 
with oneself, undecided, hesitating "; in verse 
8, of two minds. ‘The doubt of God’s sted- 
fastness is the reflex of man’s own conscious 
vacillation, whereas fulness of faith and en- 
tireness of devotion are the conditions of 
effectual prayer; see ch. v. 15. He who 
knows not his own mind in asking must have 
misgivings as to receiving. And so it turns 
out to him. This doubting is illustrated by 
an image from outward nature, found also 
in Isaiah lvii. 20, but there of sin rather than 
weakness. See too Ecclus. xxxiii. (xxxvi.) 2; 
Jude 12,13. Here the ceaseless agitation of 
the storm-driven wave represents the unrest 
of a soul not “grounded and settled in the 
faith" (Col. i. 23). In Eph. iv. r4, the bark 
is tossed at the mercy of the winds: here we 
have the wave itself, the very element of 
instability, of restless, purposeless motion. 

On the use of natural imagery by St. 
James, see Introduction, iii, last note, 


JAMES. I. 


[v. 6—9. 


7 For let not that man think that 
he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord. 

8 A double minded man 7s un- 
stable in all his ways. 

9 Let the brother of low degree 
"rejoice in that he is exalted : Me: 





"7. For let not ibat man.) The doubter 
mentioned in verse 6. The change from “it 
shall be given " to “ þe shall receive” may refer 
the failure to the disqualification of the rc- 
ceiver, rather than to the unwillingness of the 
Giver. 

of tbe Lord.| St. Paul's rule is to use this 
word (Gr. Kópios) of Christ. In the LXX 
it uniformly represents the Hebrew Jehovah. 
St. James uses it sometimes of Christ (e. g. 
i I, ii r, v. 7); but also cf the Father or 
(more probably) of the Godhead in Unity, 
without distinction of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost; as here, and v. 1o. 

The Lord, * with whom is no variableness” 
(v. 17), is forcibly contrasted with the weak 
creature who asks of Him, yet knows not his 
own mind even in asking. 


8. There should be only a comma between 
vv. 7 and 8; the verses may be paraphrased, 
* Let not such an one as this expect to 
receive anything, great or small, that he asks 
of the Lord, double-minded man as he is, 
unstable in all his ways!" And this gives 
meaning to * Bu£" (omitted in A. V.) at the 
beginning of v. 9.—double-minded]. In iv. 8, 
where this word recurs, the context suggests 
the notion of duplicity. But it is not always 
conscious hypocrisy to serve two masters or 
cherish two minds (“a heart and a heart,” 
I Chr. xii. 33, cp. Ecclus. i. 28). And here 
the double-minded man is not so much 
wicked as weak in faith, “halting between 
two opinions” (1 Kings xviii. 21) ; cp. “ Woe 
to fearful hearts and faint hands, and the 
sinner that goeth two ways” (Ecclus ii. 12). 

unstable in all bis avays.] This word (àkará- 
craros) does not occur again in the received 
text of the N. T., though it is probably to be 
read in ii. 8. But the cognate substantive 
is common in the general sense of Zisorder, 
confusion, disturbance, unsettledness ; coupled 
with “ wars " and opposed to “ peace,” Lu. xxi. 
9; 1 Cor.xiv. 33: see 2.Cor. vi. 5, xi. 20:— 
below, iii. 16, “ confusion and every evil work.” 

The doubtfulness in the man’s prayer 
betrays itself in all his goings. He cannot 
walk straight or aim straight at an object; at 
odds with himself, he goes two ways—and 
therefore no way. 


9. Let the brother.) Read “But let the 
brother." The difficulty which probably 


glory, 


Y. I0—11.] 


IO But the rich, in that he is made 
low: because as the flower of the 
grass he shall pass away. 

II For the sun is no sooner risen 


JAMES. I. 


with a burning heat, but it with- 
ereth the grass, and the flower 
thereof falleth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth : so also 





made our Translators leave out the word, 
disappears with the wrong punctuation; see 
note on v. 8. We have a regular series, 
SGount it. ...:; let patience . . ...; let 
Iumeask ers os tet not’ that man's s. 
But let the brother . . . .” 

Vv. 9, 10, should be compared with the 
* Beatitudes" in Matt. ch. v., and the parable 
of the Pharisee and Publican, Lu. xviii. 1o, 
seqq.: see too 2 Cor. xi. 30; and especially 
I Cor. vii. 22, * he that is called in the Lord, 
being a servant, is the Lord's freedman : like- 
wise he that is called, being free, is Christ's 
servant? Whether poor or rich, the Chris- 
tian, as such, is placed so high that he looks 
down on and beyond worldly distinctions, —— 
except in so far as he may find rank and 
riches a temptation to descend to earthly 
things, or low estate a help to reach spiritual 
blessings :—which thought again suggests the 
connexion between temptation and blessing, 
see vv. 2, 12. The humble brother's exalta- 
tion must consist in the spiritual blessings 
(v. i. 18; ii. 5), which more than make up 
for his outward lowliness; and in his being 
conformed to his Saviour's image. 


10. But the second part of the precept 
(v. 10) is more difficult. Bouman (* Comm. 
in Ep. Jac.” Traj. ad Rhen., 1865) even 
proposes to supply “not in his riches” after 
“humiliation.” It seems clear that we must 
(1) recognise “the rich” as a “brother” 
equally with him “ of low degree " ;—(2) sup- 
ply, “let him rejoice,” in this verse, as found 
in v. 9 ;—and (3) understand the word para- 
phrased *in that he is made low" (lit. *in 
his humiliation ”) in the usual Christian sense, 
not as implying moral degradation. 

Thus both poor and rich are treated as 
disciples who are to be taught to go on to 
perfection. True, not many rich or mighty 
were among them (1 Cor. i. 26): yet even 
before the crucifixion we read of a Nicodemus, 
a Zaccheus, a Joseph of Arimathza. And 
both classes are recognised here, and taught to 
become Christians indeed, the poor being 
exalted, the lofty being humbled. Each has 
the contraries reconciled in himself; the 
poor, rich in faith (infra, li. 5); the rich, poor 
in spirit (Matt. v. 3); that both may inherit 
a blessing. The will of God, to which theirs 
must be conformed, is the exaltation of the 
lowly, the abasement of the lofty (Lu. i. 48, 
seg.) And this is wrought, (1) outwardly, 
in the uncertainty of riches (1 Tim. vi. 17), 
through which, if he is merely a rich man, he 


snall fade away as they do; (2) inwardly, 
in the change of heart, which makes him 
count as loss all things that had seemed gain 
to him, that he may win Christ (Phil. iii. 7). 
See in Mark x. 17, and the parallel passages, 
how Christ tried the rich young man who 
came running to Him; noting how nearly 
Christ there identified the aving riches with 
the trusting in them. Again, the rich Chris- 
tian by the contrast of eternal things can 
take the true measure of his earthly wealth. 
Thus by abasement he rises to the spiritual 
level of those who have had no such encum- 
brances; and he is on the way to share the 
exaltation of the poor in that world where 
these differences disappear. Above all, this is 
directly to follow the steps of Christ, who, 
being rich, for us became poor, and because 
He humbled Himself was highly exalted by 
His Father (2 Cor. viii. 9; Phil. ii. 6-11). 

11. This verse, when exactly rendered, 
gives a vivid picture of what is wont to 
happen, by describing in the past tense one 
representative instance of it:—* for the sun 
arose, and the fiery blast, and scorched the 
grass; and the flower thereof dropped off, 
and the comeliness of itsform perished." All 
is over before the sentence is uttered! So 
infra, v. 24, where see note. 

The burning beat here may be merely that 
of the sun when he goeth forth in his might. 
But more probably it is the burning wind, 
blowing like the hot blast of a furnace 
from the torrid wilderness: for this, rather 
than the mere power of the sun’s rays, is the 
scourge of Palestine, not merely exhausting, 
but scorching and shrivelling up the vegeta- 
tion (Ezek. xvii. 10). In the LXX the word 
(kavoov) is used of * the wind from the East, 
from the wilderness," Job i. 19; Jer. xiii. 24. 
In Lu. xii. 55, it is the South wind, which 
also brings with it a Simoom-like influence 
from the desert. Matt. xx. r2 leaves the 
question undecided. But cp. Jonah iv. 8, 
* When the sun did arise, God prepared a 
vehement east wind; and the sun beat on the 
head of Jonah, that he fainted.” See also 
Matt. xiii. 6 and 21. 

the grass.| Here as elsewhere compre- 
hending all the gorgeous wild flowers of 
Palestine; cp. Matt. vi. 28, 30, “ Consider the 
lilies of the field . . .; if God so clothe the 
grass of the field,” &c. Hence the grace or 
comeliness of its form (lit. *face") here 
spoken of. See Ps. ciii. 15, 16; Isai. xl. 6, 
7; 1 Pet. i. 24, for similar comparisons, 
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shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways. , 

I2 Blessed zs the man that en- 
dureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him. 


JAMES. I. 


[v. 1 2—1 4. 


13 Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with ‘evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 

I4 But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 





shall... fade away in his avays.] Not 
generally, * paths of life ;” but literally, “ his 
goings, journeyings,” cp. Lu. xiii. 22. Herder 
draws the picture of an Oriental merchant 
cut off while journeying from place to place 
with his merchandise. 


12. St. James returns to the thought of 
verse 2, with the expression so familiar to us 
in Ps. i, Matt. v. 3, segg. The blessing is 
not in the temptation (trial, see verse 2), but in 
its work on the soul, in the courageous endu- 
rance of it (v. 1 Pet. ii. 20), in the strength of 
faith in the Lord's (the holy name is not 
found in the best authorities, A B N, &c., 
being reverently suppressed and easily under- 
stood) promise of the crown; cp. 1 Pet. v. 4, 
where the crown is amaranthine, * that fadeth 
not away ;" as here it is the crown of life, in 
contrast with the rich man's fading away in 
his ways.—When be is tried] not tempted, but 
tested (verse 3, “the trying of your faith”) ; 
when he has come forth approved from the 
trial; i.e. when patience has had her perfect 
work (verse 4). In St. Paul the figure of 
the crown is evidently taken from the Greek 
games (1 Cor. ix. 25; 2 Tim. iv. 8, cp. ib. ii. 
5). But this is alien from ordinary Jewish 
habits and religious associations. Josephus 
(* Antt. xv. 8, 1) describes the irritation of the 
Jews when Herod instituted games of this 
sort. In Rev. ii. ro, the “crown of life” is 
the reward of “ faith unto death ;" cp. 1 Pet. 
V. 4. Zechariah (vi. 11, 14, where LXX, 
ó oréavos €grat rois vmopuévovot) seems to 
allude to the holy crown which formed part 
of the high priest's mitre; while the various 
passages in the Revelation rather suggest a 
kingly crown. Perhaps they are combined 
here, as ^ He hath made us kings and priests 
to God and His Father" (Rev. i. 6); *a 
royal priesthood ” (1 Pet. ii. 9). 

The crown of life is, according to some, 
“worn through eternity," the living, ever- 
lasting crown :—and perhaps that thought is 
present. But the eternal life is itself the 
crown. In the very similar passage, 2 Tim. 
iv. 8, it is ^a crown of righteousness (where 
‘righteousness’ is the reward, not the thing 
rewarded), which the Lord will give to all 
them that love His appearing.” ‘This is the 
Jove by which faith worketh (Gal. v.6). The 
sureness of His “ promise” is the ground of 
faith ; the nature of it is the motive of love, 


13. Let no man say, do’c.| Not referring to 
deliberate blasphemers, but to those who, in- 
stead of enduring, give up the struggle against 
temptation in despair, as if an irresistible force 
were pressing them; illustrated by Gen. iii. 
12, seg.; Ezek. ch. xviii. The error is cor- 
rected, and the actual work of God shewn in 
I Cor. x. 13, “God is faithful, Who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation make a way 
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

The temptations in verse 2 were outward 
things, which give the opportunity of choos- 
ing or resisting sin. ‘These are harmless, or 
rather useful, unless the outer fire touches 
fuel within, and so a man “is (allows himself 
to be) tempted.” This is a very different 
thing from “falling into temptations.” Even 
in the first and typical temptation, where it 
might have been least expected, Eve thought 
she saw more inducements than the Tempter 
suggested (Gen. iii. 6). In 1 Cor. vii. 5, itis 
because of our incontinency that Satan tempts 
us. ‘The occasion, indeed, may be * of God ” 
in the order of His providence and of our 
spiritual training: but the inclination is not 
of Him. Evil has no place with Him, and 
had none in His creation on the day when 
He *saw every thing that He had made; 
and behold, it was very good ” (Gen. i. 31). 


God cannot be tempted.| His nature cannot 
be reached or touched by any power of evil: 
noris He the author of it to others. (This 
is not inconsistent with the use of the word 
for £rying, making proof of obedience or faith, 
as the LXX use it of God proving, not only 
Abraham, Gen. xxii. 1, but also the Israelites, 
Exod. xvi. 4, xx. 20; Deut. xiii. 3, &c.) But 
it is in the nature of weak sinners to throw 
the blame on God,—* Why hast thou made 
me thus?” Not “ enduring” the temptation, 
they first surrender themselves, and then 
plead that they were tempted by a Power 
which could not be resisted. See Ecclus. xv. 
II, I2, 20; and Prov. xix. 3 (in LXX), “the 
foolishness of man perverteth his way ; but 
he accuseth God in his heart." 


He.) aùrós, probably “neither Himself 
tempteth any man,” as antithesis to “ tempted 
of evil” immediately before. Others, not 
so well, explain it, “neither .., He [but 
some thing else].” 


14. Of bis own lust.] It is not important 
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v. I5—17.] 


15 Then when lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin : and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 


JAMES. I. 


16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
17 Every good gift and every per- 
fect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with 





whether these words be taken in the second 
clause (as A. V.) or in thefirst. But the 
correspondence with verse 13 is more precise, 
and the contrast stronger, if we say, “ But it 
is by his own lust that every man is tempted, 
being drawn away and enticed." 

It has been thought that the figure drawn 
away (dragged out) and enticed, is from a fish 
caught by a baited hook. Certainly, 8eAea(- 
pevos contains the notion of a bait: but then 
the words would need to be transposed ; for 
the bait must be swallowed before the prey is 
dragged out. ‘They probably express generally 
the twofold character of lustful temptation, — 
appetite and lasciviousness,—the passion which 
hurries away the will, and the pleasure which 
bribes the judgment. See 2 Pet. ii. 14, 18: 
and perhaps there is an allusion to Prov. vii. 
10-23. And this is of bis own lust; some- 
times dormant, but always lurking within, 
awaiting opportunity. Cp. Mark vii. 21, segq. 


15. Compare the figure in Ps. vii. r4. But 
the personification and the genealogy of lust, 
sin, and death (elaborated from this passage 
by Milton, ‘ Par. Lost,’ ii. 747-800) is quite in 
the manner of the Greek Poets, e.g. A’schy- 
lus, * Agam." 751-771. Chrysostom remarks 
that joy follows the pangs of childbirth, but 
here the agony of death is the end. In the 
similar passage, Rom. vii. 7, seqq., “sin” pro- 
duces “lust.” But St. James does not carry 
his analysis back to that Power of Evil, 
which works to produce its own likeness in 
us. In his practical way he is content to 
begin with the “lust” which is the first 
manifestation of the inward corruption. 
This gradually becomes definite in a deter- 
mination to some specific sin: and this, again, 
takes a body in an outward sinful act; and 
having arrived at full growth, brings forth its 
offspring— death. 

It is questioned, whether, in this gene- 
alogy, (1) conception and. birth are both 
represented as taking place within the heart, 
a specific sin of intention being developed out 
of the general corruption, though not yet 
committed in act; and this afterwards being 
“ finished ” or completed by the outward act 
of sin, by which the fruit, death, is brought 
forth; or whether (2) “the bringing forth 
of sin" describes the step from the inward 
inclination to the actual commission of sin; 
and “ the finishing,” its coming to maturity in 
the formation of a habit by indulgence,—thus 
arriving at the same consummation. Proba- 
bly, sin is treated as positively existing, wher- 


ever it has taken a definite shape in the heart ; 
and its outward commission is described as 
its maturity, and its travail of death. When 
it is finished, = when it has come to full growth 
(see note on verse 4), which exactly suits the 
figure here. St. Paul by another metaphor, 
calls death “the wages of sin,” in contrast 
to life, the gift of God, Rom. vi. 23. Here, 
as there, death implies not merely the disso- 
lution of the body, but exclusion from that 
life which is “the gift of God,” the crown 
of life which He has promised. And this 
adds a proof that temptation does not come 
from God. That which ends in death can- 
not be derived from the Author of life. 


16. Do not err, ic] This is a link be- 
tween verses 15 and 17; “ Do not be deluded 
into thinking either that God is the author 
of evil to you (see above), or that you can 
expect good from any other Giver than Him 
(below, verse 17). But “be not deceived,” 
“do not err,” &c., usually refer to something 
following; see 1 Cor. vi. 9, xv. 33; Gal. vi. 
7; I Jo. iii. 7; and introduce a warning or 
precept arising out of what goes before ; and 
indicate some danger which is really serious, 
though thought trifling. Here the severity 
of the phrase is tempered by the usual zzy 
beloved brethren. 


17. The first part of this verse has been 
thought to be a quotation, perhaps from a 
hymn. It forms (in the Greek) a heroic 
verse. 

gift... gift.| Two different words in 
the original, the second more emphatic than 
the first; cp. Prov. xxi. 14.—'! Every kind of 
gift that is good, every one that is perfect zz 
its kind; comes down to us from on high, 
from God." The words also suggest the 
converse thought, “ All that are good—and 
none else;" though this is not actually ex- 
pressed. Verse 18 records the best gift, the 
most perfect grace of all; cp. Matt. vii. 11 
with Lu. xi. 13. 

is from above and cometh down from . . .] 
Or, coming down from above, from . . ., as 
in iii. 15; the participle perhaps implying the 
continual illapse of the heavenly grace. 

the Father of lights.| (x) of the material 
lights of the created heavens, cp. Jerem. iv.. 
23 LXX ; but (2) of those intellectual and 
spiritual lights, of which the former are the 
least inadequate emblems; the thought which 
culminates in “Light of Light,” following 
“ God of God,” in the Nicene Creed. God is 
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whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. 


18 Of his own will begat he us 


JAMES. I. 


‘ 


[v. 18. 


with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his 


creatures. 





“Very Light” (atrépas). All else, material 
or spiritual, that shews light has received it 
of His; “in Thy light shall we see light,” Ps. 
xxxvi. 9. Hence in a derived sense Chris- 
tians, being “ children of light,” are themselves 
“light in the Lord," Eph. v. 8: cp. Jo. i. 8, 
seq., with ib. v. 35, of the Baptist's relation to 
Christ (in verse 35 the word used is /amp, not 
light). See too Job xxxviii. 7, “the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy," compared with ib. i. 6.— 
The lights of heaven, though imperfect (Job 
xxv. 5), set forth their Maker by their glory 
and purity (Ps. viii. 3, xix. 1). This it was, 
that enticed men to give them the honour due 
to Him (Job xxxi. 26-28; Wisd. xiii. 1-9). 
The inadequacy of the material type is cor- 
rected by the following words, which exclude 
the imperfections inherent in it. ‘These 
heavenly bodies, bright though they be, come 
and go, appear and disappear, change shape, 
inflict and suffer eclipse. Not so with the 
Father and fountain of lights: * God is light, 
and in Him is no darkness at all,” x Jo. i. 5. 


no variableness, neither shadow of turning-) 
Imperfections incident to the material lights 
of heaven, but not to God. Variableness (or 
variation); shadow (such as is cast by one 
body on another; e.g. by the gnomon of a 
sun-dial); turning (cp. the word £ropic); 
all seem to be allusions to astronomical phe- 
nomena; though the variety of suggested 
explanations shews that we cannot identify 
them precisely. It is enough to say that 
* yariableness" may be well applied te the 
alternation of day and night, the rising and 
setting of sun, moon, stars ; and that * shadow 
of (or ‘caused by’) turning” may refer to 
the changes of the moon (cp. the intermittent 
revolving light in a lighthouse); or (but less 
probably) to eclipses; or to the advent of 
night by the earth'srotation. Wisd. vii. 18, is 
singularly like this passage, cjoracuv xdopov 
Kai évépyevay Grotxetov, . . . rporràv addayas 
kai petaBodds Kaipav, éwavrQv kükAovs kai 
dorépov O£aew. Cp. Bp. Jebb’s ‘Sacred Litera- 
ture," xv. p. 316, seqq. But the language is 
phenomenal, not scientific ; describing things 
as they appear to the eye ; and vividly teaching 
that the Father who lightens our darkness is 
free from the imperfections of His creatures ; 
that in His unchangeableness we have the 
foundation of our faith, and the assurance 
that as He is the author of all good, so the 
good of which He is the author is unmixed. 


18. This verse is very important as the 
basis of the more exclusively moral and prac- 


tical precepts which follow. It declares the 
grace of God in the regeneration of the 
believer to be the starting-point of thé Chris- 
tian life. The works, so much dwelt on 
afterwards, are the fruits of this first work of 
God in us. f 


18. Of his own avill,] He did it not for any 
work or merit of ours (Tit. iii. 5); so Eph. 
i. 5, 11, *according to the good pleasure of 
His will . . . after the counsel of His will.” 
This is connected with the position that every 
good gift comes from God. And this one 
blessing implies all others. 

'The instrument of this regeneration is 
the Word of truth; so 1 Pet. i. 23, 25, 
* born again not of corruptible seed but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever, . . . the word 
which by the gospel is preached unto you” 
(cp. i. 3). In Eph. i. 13, “the word of 
truth” = “the gospel of your salvation” (cp. 
Col. i. 5); and in Eph. v. 26 (where the 
concrete ppa is substituted for Adyos) it is 
annexed to the ‘‘ washing (laver) of water” in 
baptism (cp. Tit. iii. 5). So infra, 21, “the 
engrafted word which is able to save your 
souls.” But moreover the Fathers recognise 
in this Word of Truth a mystical allusion to 
the Personal Word of God. He is called 
both “the Word” and “the Truth :’—but 
this is scarcely sufficient. Probably St. James 
is not directly speaking of God the Word: 
but he shews a consciousness of the relation 
between the notion of the Personal Word 
and that of the word of Revelation whereby 
we receive Him. In the N. T. usage we 
trace a gradual ascent from (a) the concrete 
“message” as conveyed to man by personal 
agency, through (2) “ the Word,” the revelation 
of God to man which the message embodies, 
forming, as it were, its life and soul,—to (c) 
“THE WorD” Who, being Very God, not 
only reveals, but imparts Himself to us, “is 
formed in us" (Gal. iv. 19) thereby. See 
Acts x. 36-38, where St. Peter passes, as if 
developing one thought, from (27) to (a), and 
thence to (c); “the Word (Xoyov) which God 
sent . . . that word (orga) ye know, . . .. 
Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him," 
&c. (not merely, “how God anointed Jesus,” 
as in A. V.). 


begat he us.) The Greek word belongs to 
the mother, not the father, being the same 
as in verse 15, “bringeth forth death,” to 
which this supplies a contrast: cp. the lax 
way in which the same figure is used in Gal. 
iv. 19. But it is an intelligible description of 
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19 Wherefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath : 





the regeneration or new creation; * Heisour 
Father and Mother in One" (Bengel) ; cp. Ps. 
xxvii. ro, and Isai. xlix. 15, where the deeper 
tenderness of the mother's love is recognised. 


a kind of first fruits of bis creatures.] Else- 
where the first converts (as of Asia, Achaia, 
Rom. xvi. 5; 1 Cor, xvi. 15) are called “ first- 
fruits? and some understand the phrase 
so here, comparing Eph. i. r2, seq., and 
identifying “us” with the Jewish Christians, 
as the nucleus of the future Church. But 
this seems inconsistent with St. James's view: 
nor is the interpretation adequate. The 
word, like “ first-born,” signifies consecration 
to God, rather than priority among men. 
The “ first-fruits” were offered in the Tem- 
ple-service on the morning after the Paschal 
Sabbath (Levit. xxiii. 10-15, &c.), ie. on the 
morning of the Resurrection. Hence the 
word derives a higher meaning, as applied, 
(2) to Him, “the first-fruits of them that 
slept” (1 Cor. xv. 20, 23), “the first-born, 
Bom the dead)” (CoL L x8; Rev. i. 5); 


(2) from Him, to “the church of the first-- 


born" (Heb. xii. 23, see the type in Exod. 
xil 2, &c.); cp. Rev. xiv. 4. And as He 
is styled “first-born of every creature” 
in Col. i. 15, “the first-fruits of His crea- 
tures” here is the designation of the Body 
of Christians, in their degree. Inthe natural. 
world mankind hold this pre-eminence, 
though last created. In the New, Creation, 
the Only-Begotten is THE First-fruits; but 
the adopted children are (as the word is 
carefully qualified) “a sort of first-fruits " 
among mankind. So of Israel, Exod. iv. 22. 
This double application of the word makes 
it probable that there is a secondary reference 
in * the Word of truth” also. 


19. Wherefore.| For “wherefore (ove), 
&c., ABN C, Vulg., Memph., have “ Know ye, 
or rather ye know (tare), my beloved brethren: 
—but (6¢ inserted in B N C, Vulg., Memph.: 
om. 31 K L, both Syr.: A has;kai €croe) 
let every man, &c.:—a. difficult reading ; 
for Ye know, or Know ye this, are elsewhere 
connected with what follows; but here must 
refer to something going before, probably 
verses 16-18. Whether “wherefore” or 
“but” be the link, the connexion of the 
thoughts is obscure. But noting the stress 
laid throughout on quiet and endurance as 
the chief and hardest manifestations of faith 
(cp. i. 3, 4; ili. 1, 13-18), we may trace this 
as following from the regeneration through 
the word. The new life is not to shew itself 
by stirring, but rather, in relation to the 
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20 For the wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of God. 
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthi- 








word, by listening. Our duty is (1) to 
hear that Word;—especially important for 
those who are to be ‘ masters’ (d:ddoKador) 
of others (iii. 1) :—but also (2) generally, to 
hear, to listen and learn, rather than to speak 
and teach (verses 21, 26). Ecclus. iv. 29; 
v. 11, may be compared; though there is no 
actual quotation. 


slow to wrath, follows “slow to speak ;” 
cp. what is said of the work of the tongue 
generally in ch. iii.; perhaps also with specific 
reference to unholy zeal and jealousy com- 
bined with the ambition of teaching (iii. 1). 


20. worketh not the righteousness of God.] 
There are here two distinct interpretations, 
according to the meanings in which “ work- 
ing” is used :—either (a) to produce, cause an 
effect or end; e.g. to work wrath, death, glory 
(Rom. iv. 15, vii. 13, and 2 Cor. iv. 17) :—or 
(4) to do a work whose end is in itself; e.g. 
to work unseemliness, evil, sin, the will of the 
Gentiles (Rom. i. 27, ii. 9; zz/ra,ii. 9; 1 Pet. 
ly. 3; see Rom. vii. 15-20). 

If we take (a), the sense is * doth not exe- 
cute the righteousness of God, is no fit 
instrument of His judgments or vengeance." 
But as to “work the righteousness of God” 
is not merely contrasted with “the wrath of 
man,” but implicitly recognised as the duty 
of God’s children, the second interpretation 
is simpler and better. See the phrase in Acts 
xassceELebaxinss- Uxveritissnotemerely 
* worketh righteousness,” but “ the righteous- 
ness of God.” But cp. 1 Cor. xvi. 10, “he 
worketh the work of the Lord:” and in Acts 
X. 35, the words are, “he that worketh 
righteousness is accepted of Him.” So here 
the work which beseems the sons of God, 
and is incompatible with the indulgence of 
sinful wrath, is to work that righteousness 
which comes of the grace of God, and avails 
to please Him. If, however, with Hofmann 
we take “slow to wrath” as a warning to him 
who “speaks” as a teacher, not to lose tem- 
per if his efforts fail, then “the righteous- 
ness of God” must be that righteousness 
which a Christian teacher must try to 
* work" in the hearers. 


21. füibiness and naughtiness (the latter 
word is usually better rendered malice in 
N. T., eg. Eph. iv. 31; Col. iii. 8; Tit. iii. 3, 
&c.; maliciousness, Rom. i. 29) comprise two 
classes of sins,—the sensual and the malig- 
nant; sins against one's own personality 
(x Cor. vi. 18), and sins against one's neigh- 
bour; the one opposed to holiness, the other 
to righteousness; cp. Rev. xxii. 11; 2 Cor. 


119 


ness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the en- 
grafted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 

22 But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves. 

23 For if any be a hearer of the 





vii. r. *Superfluity of naughtiness” is rather 
ambiguous : — abundance, overflow of 
malice would better describe the evil which, 
having filled the heart, overflows in the 
outer conduct; “ out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh,” Matt. xii. 34; 
Lu. vi. 45. Cp. “the overflowings of un- 
godliness” (Ps. xviii. 3 (4, Prayer Book); 
where the A.V. has, “floods of ungodly men ” 
or “ Belial”). 

lay apart} Put off all this, as filthy gar- 
ments (see for the literal sense Acts vil. 58 ; 
for the figurative, Eph. iv. 22-25), and receive 
the word (“swift to hear”), with meekness 
(“slow to wrath”) :—the word mentioned in 
verse 18, where see note: cp. Rom. i. 16, 
“the gospel....is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 
But Bp. Wordsworth points out that there 
is a higher significance in the expression, if 
we recognise the Personal indwelling of the 
Word of God; cp. Acts xx. 32; Gal. iii. 27; 
Col. ii. 6. 

engrafted.| čpþvrov, a word not elsewhere 
found in the N. T.; but see Wisd. xii. 10, 
* malice bred in them.” Here it is not “ in- 
born, native ;" rather, as sometimes in classi- 
cal Greek (Hdt. ix. 94, cp. Odyss. xxii. 348), 
“divinely implanted or given,”—the con- 
trast being between that which is acquired 
by teaching or study, and that which comes 
to us either as a natural gift (as the phrase 
is) or by inspiration; towards which we 
contribute nothing ourselves, but simply “ re- 
ceive" it, Cp. x Peti 23. 


Jour souls.| “Soul,” here and in verse 20, 
is the living and abiding principle of man's 
personality, of which Christ speaks in Matt. 
X. 28, &c., xvi. 26, &c. 


22. be ye.) Rather become ye; it re- 
quires effort and practice. 


doers of tbe «vord.] As “doers of the 
law," infra, iv. 11; Rom. ii. 13; ie. of the 
things contained in it. The contrast of 
“doers” and “hearers” shews the ineffectual 
character of the hearing. Indeed the word 
“hearer” (dxpoarns, Cp. dkpoácar, ákpóapa, 
dkpoarjpiov) suggests listening for amuse- 
ment to a lecture, recitation, or public per- 
formance. 
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word, and not a doer, he is like unto 
a man beholding his natural face in a 
glass : 

24. For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway for- 
getteth what manner of man he 
was. 

25 But whoso looketh into the 


deceiving your own selves.) Ie “not 
hearers only ; for this would be to deceive 
yourselves.” On this. wilful self-deception, 
see infra, 26; Gal. vi. 3; 2 Tim. iii. 13; also 
Matt. vii. 21-23. 

23. his natural face.) Literally, the face 
of his birth (so LXX in Gen. xxxii. 9, “ the 
land of thy birth"); not contrasted with 
the new birth (18); but the material and 
visible features, in contrast to the mental and 
spiritual form revealed in the mirror of the 
* perfect law of liberty." 

inaglass.] Mirror. 'The ancient mirrors 
were of polished metal (Exod. xxxviii. 8) ; see 
I Cor. xiii. 12, «ve see by means of a mirror, 
i.e. not the things themselves (as we might 
“ through a glass”), but only their images. So 
Ecclus. xxxiv. 3, of dreams. Cp. 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
where the argument (from Exod. xxxiv. 29— 
35) seems to require the translation “reflect- 
ing,” instead of * beholding as in a glass” the 
glory ofthe Lord. See also the next note. 


24. For be beboldetb, dsc.) This brings 
out the point of likeness—not in the mere 
* beholding," which might be careful or care- 
less (in Acts xxvii. 39, the word is used for 
“ observing,” “taking notice of” a creek in 
an unknown shore)—but in the particular 
mode, viz. glancing carelessly, and passing 
by without a second look. We might have 
expected “when,” instead of *for;" but, as 
if the full description had been given in 
verse 23, this verse gives one representative 
instance; cp. verses ro, r7, and the note. 
And the tense is emphatic here, as there, the 
literal version being “for he ‘ beheld’ himself, 
and ‘is gone’ away, and straightway he 
‘ forgot; ” &c., ż¿. e. he gave but one glance at 
himself, went away, and never came back 
(the continuous absence is indicated), and so 
straightway forgot what he looked like. 

The mirror of the Word shews us our 
true selves, —the likeness of God, and the sins 
that have defaced it; but, to what end, if we 
turn away and take no heed to maintain or 
restore that likeness ? 


25. looketh into.) An emphatic word, 
mapakvwas, used in the literal sense in John 
xx. 5, “he stooping down [and looking in] 
saw,” &c.; cp. 1 Peter i r2. The attitude 
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perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, 
this man shall be blessed in his 
! deed. 

26 If any man among you seem 
to be religious, and bridleth not his 
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tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man's religion is vain. 

27 Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this, T'o 
visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. 





of the eager observer is caught, ás he bends 
over and gazes. And he “ continueth there- 
in.” ‘The object of this study is “the perfect 
law, that of liberty (two distinct thoughts, 
the latter flowing from the former); “the 
law,” virtually = “the word” in verses 22, 
23, but viewed (from St. James's standing- 
point) as a rule of practice— the royal law” 
of ii. 8, cp. Matt. v. 17, segg.: not a different 
and more perfect law (for the law itself is of 
God), but the law fulfilled in perfection such 
as Judaism could not reach, and now at one 
with the springs of action in the Christian's 
inner man. Cp. Rom. vii. 12, 14, with viii. 
p25 39> Xii 8—10: 

that of liberty] St. Paul speaks of “the 
law of faith” (Rom. iii. 27), and of “the 
obedience of faith " (2, i. 5, xvi. 26; cp. xv. 
18; Acts vi. 7). Moreover, St. James had not 
become a Christian by any violent change, 
but by a regular progress from the imperfect 
Law to the perfection of the Gospel (Matt. 
v. 17). But he marks the reality of this pro- 
gress by this word “ perfect,” adding “ that of 
liberty,” to shew its character. Cp. Rom. 
viii. t, 15; Gal. iv. 24-31. In Gal v. 13, we 
find freedom disciplined by rule; here we 
have the rule tempered by freedom. 


a forgetful hearer . . . a doer of the avor&.] 
Literally, a “hearer of forgetfulness . . . a 
doer of work: ze. “a forgetful hearer . . . a 
working, energetic doer” of this law (cp. 
* a hearer, a doer of the word," verse 23). 
The idiom is found in Luke xvi. 8, 9, “the 
steward, the mammon, of unrighteousness” 
(ib. 11, “the unrighteous mammon”) &c.; 
v. infra, ii.4. ‘The “forgetful hearer” is the 
one represented in verses 22-24. (EmAnopo- 
civ is the regular Greek form: but émAno- 
povn occurs in Ecclus. xi. 25.) 

shall be blessed in bis deed.] Rather, in 
his doing: the doing of these things being 
an end in itself, containing its own reward. 
Sball be does not necessarily refer to the 
future day of restitution, but is “the future 
of promise," expressing the result which 


‘follows from given premisses. Cp. the Beati- 


tudes in Matt. v. 4-9. 


20. religious ...religion.| Devout... 
devotion (as Tyndale and Cranmer) would 
be a better rendering. ‘Two families of 





words are used.in N. T. of the outward ser- 
vice of God: one ritual, and specially be- 
longing to the worship (Aarpeóeuw, Xarpeta) of 
the Temple, see Rom. ix. 4, xii. 1; Heb. ix. 
1,6; John xvi. 2 (the ministerial service is 
usually denoted by another, Aevroupyeiy, —yía) ; 
the other (as here, Ópfoxos, Opnokeia) not 
denoting rites of worship (though pos- 
sibly including them in the general sense of 
worshipping, e.g. of angels, Col. ii. 18, cp. 
Wisdom xi. 15, xiv. 16, 18, 27), but special 
devotion exhibited in one's conduct and way 
of life. This word is used of the Pharisees, 
“the straitest sect of our religion” (Acts xxvi. 
5). It is used by Herodotus «of observances 
based on religious feeling, but belonging to 
ordinary life: e.g., of abstinence from parti- 
cular kinds of food (ii. 18): in ii. 37, the 
words dÀAXas re Opnoknias émireAéovat puptas 
sum up his list of various customs in refer- 
ence ‘to clothing, washing, shaving, &c., 
which were observed as religious duties; see 
also the verb Opyoxeda, ib. 64, and Dionys. 
Hal. ii. 63. And so here the word refers, 
not to acts of worship, but to the general 
tenor of religious duty which marks a life 
as dedicated to God's service. If a man 
thinks himself, elaims to be thought (see 
I Cor. iii. 18; Gal. vi. 3; Phil. iii. 4: the 
warning is against self-deceit, rather than 
false appearances), in this sense “ religious ” 
or “devout” (St. James says), his devotion, 
if real, will take a practical shape in the 
habitual discharge of duty. 


and bridleth not his tongue.] Literally, not 
bridling his tongue, but [thus] deceiving his 
own heart. One might have expected, “ this 
man deceiveth his own heart, and his reli- 
gion is vain.” See infra, iii. 2-4, &C.; supra, 
verses 19-22. 


vain. “ Of none effect, unavailing before 
God,” as Matt. xv. 8; 1 Cor, xv. 17, and 
therefore “unreal.” This description of the 
true religious life, negatively and positively 
defined, seems abrupt. But this (as usually 
in St. James) is rather in the gnomic 
form of expression than in the matter. ‘The 
dominant thought is, “Be ye doers of the 
word” (verse 22): and this is pithily put in 
a double antithesis: doers, not hearers only, 
(verses 22-25)—doers, not talkers (verses 26, 
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27). 'The negative test here may seem nar- 
row, but it meets a temptation frequently 
yielded to even by persons who keep a watch 
over their doings. So in Matt. xii. 34-37, 
Christ treats sins of the tongue as the most 
direct evidence of a corrupt heart. 


27. pure... and undefiled.| The same idea, 
expressed (as usual) positively and negatively. 
Yet perhaps pure refers more to the inward 
source: undefiled to the freedom from evil 
contracted by converse with others; see 
t Peter i. 19; Heb. vii. 26; and cp. Titus 
i. rs. Perhaps there is an allusion to the 
outward purifications, in which the Jews 
trusted so much (Mark vii. 2-8; Matt. xxiii. 
25, seg. ; Heb. ix. 10). The outward and 
inward cleansing are combined in Heb. x. 22, 
and (of the Church) Eph. v. 26, seg. In 
Luke xi. 41, Christ says, * Rather give alms 
of such things as ye have; and behold all 
things are clean unto you." ‘This teaching 
is the more impressive in a writer who was in 
his own person a pattern of rigid conformity 
to the Law. Before God and the Father (see 
1 Peter ii. 20) contrasts His judgment with 
man’s; cp. Matt. vi. 1-18. 

God and the Fatber.] I.e. God'who is our 
Father. In Matt. v. 48, we are taught to 
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emulate His perfections (in Luke vi. 36, His 
mercies), because He is our Father; cp. Ps. 
Ixviii. 5, * Father of the fatherless, and Judge 
of the widows :” these representing the class 
who have God for their especial helper, be- 
cause they have none else (Deut. x. 18; Job 
xxix. 12, segg.; Ecclus. iv. 10). * To visit” 
the afflicted, is an act of charity which the 
Son of Man recognises as done to Himself, 
Matt. xxv. 34, seqq. 


to keep himself] See 1 John v. 18, where 
these words stand absolutely. Here probably 
two thoughts are combined: “to keep him- 
self unspotted." (cp. 1 Tim. v. 22), and “to 
keep himself [safe] from the world” — as 
* from the evil," John xvii. 15; cp. Prov. vii. 
5. Active charity and moral purity make 
up the definition of the religious life (as in 
Christ's discourses the second table of the 
Decalogue is often made the test of duty); 
the more direct duty towards God being 
assumed as the root of all, and being suffi- 
ciently indicated by the word “religion,” and 
the reference to the judgment of God. 

See Coleridge’s ‘ Aids to Reflection,’ In- 
trod. Aphorism xxiii. But he identifies St. 
James’s “religion” with ritual observances 
(Opnoxeia with Xarpeía). 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. I. verse s. 


Why is wisdom the grace specified here, 
and not faith or patience, as in verse 4? 
Probably, as comprehending the sum of prac- 
tical religion according to the ethical view, 
rather Hebrew than Greek, so prominent in 
the Book of Proverbs, and, later, in those of 
Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus. (See Intro- 
duction, iii) This Wisdom is (1) the 
Spirit of God, present with Him in all His 
works, and showering the gift of Himself on 
those who seek Him; (2) this gift and inspi- 
ration, enlightening the soul, but still more, 
purifying and hallowing it,—the grace of 
practical holiness,—wisdom unto salvation. 
In iii, 13-17, it is described as coming down 


from heaven, and contrasted with the serpent- 
wisdom of this world. Note how the Psalms 
identify sin and folly, sinners and fools; and 
how St. John uses the word zru£b in re- 
ference to practice rather than speculation, 
as that which we are not only “to hold," 
but “todo” (iii. 21; 1 Ep. i. 6). Wisdom, in 
St. Paul, is rather different in meaning, even 
when it is the true wisdom of which he 
writes. He connects it more directly with 
the sanctified intellect; yet see 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

* Wisdom," then, presupposes the “ faith ? 
which asks for it, and transcends “ patience ” 
as containing the “perfect work” of patience, 
the Christian character * perfect and entire." 





CHAPTER II. 


Y Zi is not agreeable to Christian profession 
to regard the rich, and to despise the poor 
brethren: 13 rather we are to be loving, 
and merciful: 4 and not to boast of faith 
where no deeds are, 17 which is but a dead 


CHAP. II. 1. the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Ghrist.) T.e. the faith in Him: as Gal. ii. 
16; Acts iii. 16. To save this is probably 
not to hold the faith (objective, the doctrine 


Jaith, x9 the faith of devils, 21 not of 
Abraham, 25 and Rahab. 


Y brethren, have not the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 


believed), but to have the faith which be- 
lieves (subjective); as Mark xi. 22, “have 
faith in (o£) God.” The question whether 
the disciples held the true faith or not is not 


V sy- 
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2 For if there come unto your 
'assembly a man with a gold ring, 
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in goodly apparel, and there come in 
also a poor man in vile raiment ; 





raised. ‘They had received it; they pro- 
fessed it. St. James therefore argues from 
it to shew how lifeless that faith must be 
which does not conquer evil temper, indo- 
lence, unbridled tongues, or (as here) respect 
of persons. One point of practical unchristi- 
anity is touched after another, till the belief 
of devils crowns the whole with terrible 
irony (cf. Rom. i. 18). 


of glory. ] Cp. “crucified the Lord of 
glory," x Cor. ii. 8; “the God, the Father 
of glory,” Acts vii. 2 ; Eph. i. 17 ; emphatically 
of the Divine glory. See the reference to the 
Shechinah, in Rom, ix. 4, compared with 
r Kings viii. rir. The order of the words 
here is remarkable: cp. x Thess. ii. 13, where 
the true order, * ye received the word, which 
ye heard of us, of God,” tells that, though 
received through the ministry of men, it was 
God's word, not man's (v. segg.). Here it 
may be paraphrased, * Why pay such defer- 
ence to the persons of men, when you have 
for the object of your faith the Lord Jesus— 
the Christ of glory?" See the contrast in 
John v. 44, where * honour " represents the 
same word (6d€a) as “glory " here. 


with respect of persons.] A Hebrew phrase, 
frequent in O. and N. T.; v. Levit. xix. 15; 
Luke xx. 21; Rom. ii. r1; Jude 16; favour, 
acceptance shewn to the person, i.e. the 
outward show and accidents, instead of the 
substantial merits of the case;—expressed 
rather differently in Matt. xxii. 16; Mark 
Xii. 14; John vil. 24. Im Exod. xxiii. 2, 3; 
Lev. xix. 15, the warniag is equally against 
subserviency to the great, and partiality 
to the humble. But the danger is nearly 
all on one side; and in the N. T. the former 
meaning is found alone. ‘This verse exposes 
one flagrant breach of that “pure religion” 
which is shewn in love to those who are 
most in need of it. Others are indicated in 
this and the next chapter. Chapter iv. deals 
with offences against the other portion of 
i. 27—“ unspotted from the world.” 

Again an individual instance (perhaps the 
description of an actual scene) is substituted 
for an abstract precept; v. especially verse 4. 
—into your assembly] literally synagogue—the 
only place in the N. T. where this word is 
distinctly applied to a Christian assembly. 
In Rev. ii. 9, iii. 9, “the synagegue of Satan” 
may perhaps, in accordance with the Hebrew 
imagery of the book, have a Christian refer-. 
ence, Elsewhere in the N. T. (except Acts 
xiii. 43, where the A. V. has * when the con- 
gregation was broken up") always used of 
the material building. In the O. T., only 


found in A. V. of a late Psalm (Ixxiv. 8), where 
the LXX have a different word. But 
cuvaywyn is very common in the LXX of 
an assembly of tbe people, whether for worship 
or other public purpose, especially in Exodus, 
Leviticus, and Numbers, as = Hebrew éda, 
whereas in Deuteronomy the word used is 
kádbal LXX eéxkdrnola (cp. Acts vii. 38). 
There was no real distinction between the 
words; see Num. xx. 8, 10; Judges xx. 1; 
Prov. v. r4. Nor is any distinction made 
here between the old and the new assembly. 
All the brotherhood are, as it were, taken 
into Israel, not distinguished from it. 'The 
“footstool,” and the arrangements incident- 
ally noticed, suggest that both the place and 
the assembly are included. But it was not 
necessarily a separate building. A chamber 
in a private house would suffice, as in Acts 
i. 13, xx. 8; as we read of “churches” in 
Rom, xvi. 5; Col. iv. 15; Philem. 2. 

Nor is it necessary to decide whether the 
* rich. man" is supposed to be a Christian. 
The brethren in Judea were indeed generally 
poor (v. Acts xi, 29; Rom. xv. 25; 1 Cor. xvi. 
3, compared with 2 Cor. ch. viii, ix.); yet 
there were exceptions from the first. But 
the scene represents rich and poor, as such, 
without filling up all the details :—indeed we 
might remark that doth seem to enter the 
assembly as strangers; and that first the one 
and them the other is distinguished from the 
disciples. (6, “ ye have despised the poor. ..; 
do not rich men oppress you ?") 

Nor is anything as yet said in disparage- 
ment of the rich man. His apparel is goodly 
(gay represents the same word), bright in 
colour or glossy in texture (in Lu. xxiii. 11, 
“gorgeous” is an exaggerated translation ; 
see note there); or perhaps brilliantly fresh 
and clean, opposite to “vile... . filthy.” 
No doubt, there is a temptation to luxury 
in dress and ornaments. But there is neither 
fault in “ goodly,” nor merit in “ filthy ” ap- 
parel.. A gold ring, under the Romans, 
might be the simple badge of the wearer's 
rank. Josephus (‘B. J? ii. 14, 9) speaks of 
Jews. who were Roman knights; and every 
Roman: knight wore a gold ring. The re- 
buke is for those whose “ respect" was paid, 
not to merit, not even to “ person,"— but to 
apparel ! 

Some think that the assembly here named 
was not for religious rites, but for the trans- 
action of general business among Christians, 
comparing r Cor. vi. The Jewish Synagogue 
was so used: and its officers had in some 
cases judicial functions. But here, the rebuke 
implies that *rich and poor were meeting 
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3 And ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing, and say 


1Or «el, unto him, Sit thou here "in a good 


i 
seemly, 


place; and say to the poor, Stand 
thou there, or sit here under my 
footstool : 

4 Are ye not then partial in your- 
selves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts ? 





together" not as members of a Society in 
which such distinctions must be recognised, 
butas in presence of *the Maker of them 
all," before whom they are absolutely equal. 
In 1 Cor. xi. 20, seqq., we read of somewhat 
similar evils; and there the scene is a reli- 
gious assembly, “the Church of God.” See 
note on verse 6. 

8. have respect.| Not the same word as in 
verse 1; but the same as in Lu. i. 48 (cp. ix. 
38), meaning * to look with favour on one. 


Sit... bere, dy'c.] Some suppose that a bust- 
ling official is represented, marshalling the 
congregation to seats according to rank. But 
this is an anachronism. It is the officious act 
of one who himself has a good seat (“bere in 
a good place”) with a “ footstool ;” and who 
offers the rich man a similar one: Zere, evi- 
dently in the best part of the room: there, by 
contrast, ‘“ away, in yonder corner.” Stand 
thou there or sit here may either be two alter- 
native speeches, or one speech mocking the 
poor man with the choice of two positions, 
both uncomfortable :—the opposition between 
“thou ... thou” rather favours the latter 
view. 

under my footstool.| i.e. on the floor at my 
feet. The customary attitude of the disciples 
of Jewish Doctors; whence St. Paul’s phrase, 
* brought up... at the feet of Gamaliel” 
(Acts xxii. 3); cp. Mary in Lu. x. 39, and 
v. Deut. xxxii. 3. But here a humiliating 
distinction is made between two of the 
hearers (cp. Ps. cx. 1). The fondness of the 
Jews for “the chief seats in the synagogues ” 
is touched upon in Matt. xxiii. 6, &c. 


4. Are ye not.| Were ye not, asif describing 
one actual and typical instance; see 1. 11, 24. 
So in vv. 5, 6, God chose... ye despised 
(not *hath chosen . . . have despised "). 


then.) Greek and: but- and so, then: so 
CXX often; and in N. T., 2 Cor) ay art 
make you sorry, azd ( — then) who is he that 
maketh me glad ;" cp. also Phil. i. 22. 

But the meaning of Ovkpiünre (A. V., are 
ye partial) is doubtful. The active verb may 
mean to draw a distinction between one and 
another (Matt. xvi. 3; Acts xv. 9, &c.). 
But the passive is commonly to be doubtful, 


JAMES. II. 


[v. 3—6. 


5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, 
Hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of "the 
kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him? 

6 But ye have despised the poor. 
Do not rich men oppress you, and 
draw you before the judgment 
seats? 





as opposed to faith (see note on i. 6, and 
references there). Here it probably means 
that this respect of persons shewed that they 
were halting between God and the world, 
double-minded. 


and are [were] become judges of evil 
thoughts ?| ie. judges possessed, biased by 
(cp. “ forgetful hearer,” i. 25, &c.) evil, unfair 
modes of thinking and deliberation. Used 
in Matt. xv. 19; Lu. v. 21, seg., of reason- 
ings, either with oneself or with others; 
processes which lead to a conclusion, whether 
in action or in judgment. 


5. Hearken, my beloved brethren.) Cp. i. 
16, 19, &c. 

Hath not God chosen.| Rather, Did not 
God choose; the tense carries us back to 
the very act of God’s e/ection (the same word ; 
cp. 2 Peter i. ro; Rom. vill. 33, xi; 5, 7, KC 
prior to the faith of the chosen; therefore, 
not “who are,” but “to de rich,” &c.; for 
though the kingdom is in a true sense already 
come, the mention of faith and heirs (not 
partakers) refers us to its future perfect 
revelation. Cp. the construction in 2 Cor. 
iii. 6, * Who hath fitted us [to be] ministers.” 


poor of this world.| Either in the things 
of, or in the estimate of, this world; probably 
the latter. Cp. x Cor. i. 26, segq. 

rich in faith.| (x) Abounding in faith, 
faith being the riches: as God is “rich in 
mercy," Eph. ii. 4; or (2) by virtue of faith 
rich [in heavenly riches], 7. e. in the inherit- 
ance of the kingdom; cp. “though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that ye through His poverty might be rich," 
2 Cor. viii. 9. The latter seems the better, 
as contrasting their worldly poverty with their 
heavenly riches. Cp. “the riches of the glory 
of His inheritance in the saints," Eph. i. 18. 


, heirs of tbe kingdom] See Matt. v. 3; Luke 
vi. 20. 

6. But ye have despised the poor.| . Rather, 
but ye despised the poor man, z.e. the 
man spoken of in verse 2, segg. Note the 
contrast: “ God chose the poor—ye did de- 
spite to the poor man” (mzrexós is a very 
strong word, almost = “ pauper ” or “ beggar ;” 


l Or, Z/ 


v.,7—9.] 


7 Do not they blaspheme that 
worthy name by the which ye are 
called ? 

8 If ye fulfil the royal law ac- 
cording to the scripture, Thou shalt 
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love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do 
well : bs 
9 But if ye have respect to per- 
sons, ye commit sin, and are con- 
vinced of the law as transgressors. 





cp. Ar. Plut. 548-554.) Note, too, the deli- 
cacy of conduct towards the poor, taught 
by the Law, Deut. xxiv. 10, seqq. The Book 
of Proverbs is full of this subject; cp. also 
Wisdom ch. ii; Ecclus. xiii. These words 
belong to verse 5, contrasting man’s treatment 
of the poor with God’s love for them. 


Do not rich men.| Rather, the rich as a 
class, opposed to “the poor," verse 5). An- 
other suggestion,—* How ill do they, as a 
class, deserve the attention that you pay 
them !” 


draw you before tbe judgment seats.| Per- 
haps “themselves” should be added, ;.e. 
with their own hands drag you, as in Matt. 
xviii. 28; cp. zd. v. 25 for this summary pro- 
cess, which may be illustrated by Livy's 
description of debtors and creditors in the 
early times of the Roman Republic (e. g. ii. 
23, 27):—add Luke xii. 58; Acts vili 3, 
xvii. 6. 

From the phrase “judgment seats" (tri- 
bunals, law-courts), some have inferred that 
verse 2 describes a secular assembly for the 
settlement of disputes between Christians 
without appeal to Heathen courts (see 1 Cor. 
vi, where the same word xpiryjpuoy is used, 
not indeed of the tribunal, as here and in 
Hist. Susann. 49, but of the matter in dis- 
pute); and that the special offence imputed 
to the rich was their appeal from the Court 
Christian to the Roman Law-court. 


7. that worthy name.) ‘The name of 
CHRIST ; cp. Acts v. 41, “to suffer shame 
for His (rather że) name ;" 2b. xv. 17 (from 
Amos ix. 12), “the Gentiles on whom my 
name is called." Here, too, the literal 
rendering would be, “that name which is 
called on you;’ the covenant-name, in which 
they are called His people and He their 
God; a name “invoked over them” in the 
form of baptism. Certainly not “the re- 
spectable name of the Poor,” as Herder and 
others think, supposing that the Ebionites 
(Ebion, in Hebrew = poor) might claim 
St. James as their representative. But 
though it is the name of CHRIST, it does 
not follow that the word Christian is alluded 
to. Christianus is a word of Latin forma- 
tion (Tacitus, ‘Ann.’ xv. 44), first used at 
Antioch (Acts xi. 26), used by Agrippa (^. 
xxvi. 28), and by St. Peter (1 Ep. iv. 16); 
nowhere found in St, Paul; and not likely to 
have been current at Jerusalem, where the 





believers were called Nazarenes or Galileans 
by their enemies (Acts xxiv. 5; John vii. 52), 
and among themselves, *the disciples," * the 
brethren," and *the Way." (Acts ix. 2, xix. 
9, 23, XXIV. 14.) 

they blaspheme that ...name.| Some say, 
* act so as to make the enemies blaspheme it :” 
a thought expressed in 2 Sam. xii. 14, and in 
Rom. ii. 24. But we must understand the 
word, as usual, of actual blasphemy against 
the name, doctrine, word, way of God 
(Ge Tim vi. r; Titus i55 2 Peter mis 
&c.). It is indeed originally used of al 
scurril, slanderous speaking (so in N. T., 
Rom. ii. 83 1 Cor. iv.|x35 2 Peter d. zz, 
&c.); but usually in reference to persons 
or things which have a halo of sanctity about 
them (e.g. “against Moses and against God,” 
Acts vi. 11; cp. ib. 13), and most often, 
specifically, of a sin against God. 

These rich, then, blasphemed the name of 
CHRIST; and are thus, at last, contrasted 
sharply with the brethren. Nor is this in- 
consistent with verse 2; cp. 1 Cor. xiv. 23, 
seq., of unbelievers coming into an assembly 
of worshippers. See below on iv. 2, 13, v. I. 
But here note that as it is the poor, as a class, 
—and yet not all the poor, or only the poor 
as such—that God chose (“to the poor the 
Gospel is preached,” Luke vii. 22, cp. Isai. 
lxi. 1, confirmed historically, John vii. 48, 
seg. s Mark iL 15,.Xil.) 995: 34 Corel, 264 Seq: 
&c.), so it is the rich, as a class,—yet not 
simply as such, but in so far as they trust in 
riches (Mark x. 23-27)—who are shut out 
of the kingdom ; see Luke xvi. 25, and cp. 
Ecclus. xii. This language, harsh as it 
sounds, is but the echo of Christ's warnings 
against the dangers of riches (Luke, /. c.). 
True, the temptations of riches assumed in 
that age very gross forms of sensuality or of 
greed; but do they become less dangerous 
by losing a portion of their grossness ? 


8, 9. the royal law.) ‘That kingly law to 
which all others minister, each in its own 
sphere: being, in fact, the second of those two 
Commandments, on which * hang all the law 
and the prophets” (Matt. xxii. 36-40, and 
parallel places) ; see Rom. xiii. 8-10; Gal. v. 
143 called above, i. 25, * the perfect law, that 
of liberty ;" cp. 12, infra, and Cicero * Offic,’ 
i. 12, * Regalis sententia.’ 

according to the scripture.| Not a mere. 
form of citing the text which follows from 
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l Or, that 
law which 


IO For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all. 

II For !he that said, Do not 
commit adultery, said also, Do not 
kill, Now if thou commit no adul- 


JAMES. II, 


[v. 10—13. 


tery, yet if thou kill, thou art become 
a transgressor of the law. 

I2 So speak ye, and so do, as they 
that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty. 

I3 For he shall have judgment 





Levit. xix. 18, but “according to the real 
spirit of the scriptural precept.” See Christ's 
teaching in Matt. v. 43-47, illustrated by the 
parable of the good Samaritan, Luke x. 29, 
seqq. 

Je do well.| Probably ironical (as in 19). 
* True, if you really act up to the spirit of 
that law, you do well; but you have other 
neighbours besides the rich: do you treat 
them all alike? The poor needs your love 
most. If yoü treat him as an enemy, and 
the rich man as a neighbour (Matt. v. 43), 
Je commit (work, practise, implying a habit, 
not a single act) sin;” v. Matt. vii. 23; Acts 
Ssopa deb. xia 332 


convinced.) Rather, convicted, according 
to the modern distinction between the two 
words, which are originally the same; cp. 
John viii. 9, with ib. 46. 


of the law.| Either, the whole law as 
forming one code; or, more probably, that 
very law, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself, to which the appeal was made in 
verse 8; see Rom. ii. 23. 


as transgressors.| More specific than 
"sinners;" “breakers of a positive law ;” 
cp. * where no law is, there is no transgres- 
sion," Rom. iv. 15; though the Christian rule 
is, * whosoever committeth sin transgresseth 
also the law; for sin is the transgression of 
the law," 1 John iii. 4. 


10. the whole law... one point] T.e. 
every jot and tittle except one precept, sce 
Matt. v. 18, seg. Not as if the breach of 
one were as sinful as the breach of all; but 
(1) The principle of duty, and of obedience 
to all the Commandments, is one; so that if 
we choose for ourselves nine commandments 
to keep, and one to break, we are not doing 
God's will, but our own. (2) All the precepts 
are alike expressions of one Divine will, and 
rest on one authority (* He that said," &c.). 
(3) All the precepts are manifestations of Jove 
at work—love first to God, then to our 
neighbour; and each particular failure shews 
defect in this. “ Love is the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom. xiii. 10), inasmuch as it keeps 
not one or another Commandment, but every 
one alike, working zo ill to his neighbour. 
It is the spirit, of which the several precepts 
are partial expressions. ~V, Augustin. Ep. 
167 (29). 


guilty of ail] The same word (évoxos) 
occurs in Matt. v. 21, 22, xxvi. 66; 1 Cor. 
xi. 27: the one common meaning in all 
these places being “ within the grasp, scope, 
of a law;" and so, either “guilty” of that 
which it forbids; or “liable to, in danger of,” 
its penalties. Cp. Rom. iii. 19. 


ll. be that said.| The one Lawgiver, 
Whose will and authority are the same in all 
the Commandments, and W ho, literally, spoke 
them (Exod. xx. 1). Compare the paragraphs 
treating of these particular Commandments 
in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. v. 21, 
seqq., 27, seqq.). There they are mentioned 
in the same order as in Exod. xx. and Deut. 
v.; whereas here, and in Mark x. 19, Luke 
xviii. 20, Rom. xiii. 9, the sixth and seventh 
Commandments are transposed: for which 
there must have been some (now lost) tra- 
ditional authority; for Philo Judzus (‘de 
Decal.’ 2. 189, 201, 207) argues from it to 
prove the heinousness of adultery. 


12. So speak ye, and so do.| The assertion 
of equal responsibility for words and deeds 
is characteristic of St. James; see i. 19, 26 ; 
lil, 2-11; iv. 11, The key-note is in Matt. 


Xii. 36, veg. 


as they that shall be judged.] T. e.“ as being 
persons who shall... "; not *like those 
who...” Note that this law is still the 
standard of their judgment. 


the law (rather, a law) of liberty.] I.e. “the 
royal law” (8), “the perfect law, that of 
liberty ” (i. 25); not a law of outward com- 
pulsion or minute detail, but an inward prin- 
ciple, moulding man's spirit by the working 
of the “free Spirit" (* principalis Spiritus,” 
Vulg. Ps. li. 12) of God. The reconcilia- 
tion of law with liberty, issuing in a service 
which is perfect freedom, is attained through 
the Spirit of Christ: *the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free" 
(Rom. viii. 2), the spirit of adoption super- 
seding the spirit of bondage (zb. 15), that 
love may cast out fear (Bp. Bull, ‘Harm. 
Apost? 1 3,$ 2). Law, then, is no longer 
a law under which, but a law by which we 
act, becoming a law of our spiritual nature, 
in a sense somewhat analogous to that in 
which the word is applied to the order of 
physical things. 


13.] God's mercy is restrained and His 
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v. I4—18.] 


without mercy, that hath shewed no 
mercy ; and mercy 'rejoiceth against 
judgment. 

14 What doth it profit, my breth- 
ren, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works? can faith save 
him ? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, 


pardon forfeited, if, after all, the spirit of 
bondage revives. See the parable of the un- 
merciful servant, Matt. xviii. 23, seqq., espe- 
cially 35, “Love of neighbour" is here 
* mercy," probably because viewed (as in the 
Lord's Prayer) m connexion with God's 
love to sinners. Where the Spirit is thus 
revealed, the rigour of justice is not felt; 
“mercy,” the spirit of brotherly love in us, 
* rejoiceth against judgment,” triumphs over 
it. God is not the Judge, but the Father, of 
those in whom He beholds the Spirit of His 
Son moving. See Christ's words, Matt. vi. 
I4, Seg., XXV. 34—46 ;—“ I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice" (Matt. ix. 13, &c.). Here, 
as in the parables, it is not injustice, but the 
rigid exaction of justice; which is condemned. 
Woe to those who receive justice, simple 
and unmitigated, at God's hand! Cp. also 
Rom. v. 7. 

This verse is probably thus connected with 
the foregoing— Unless ye keep the royal 
law, ye are transgressors. By mercy it is 
kept, and transgressions are blotted out; but 
the unmerciful remain, as transgressors, in 
danger of the law.” 


14—26.] On this paragraph, see Ex- 
cursus, * Sz. James and St. Paul.” 


14.] The works (which carry us back to 
i. 22, 27) are tacitly identified with the second 
table of the Decalogue, ż. e. the * royal law” 
of verse 18. They are equivalent to /ove, 
and contrasted with an unworking, unloving 
faith. The words, though a man say that he 
hath faith, are more guarded than St. Paul’s, 
“ Though I have all faith, so that I could re- 
move mountains, and have not charity (love), 
I am nothing” (r Ccr. xiii. 2). Cp. Gal. 
v. 6, “In Jesus Christ neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but 
faith which worketh by love." The profes- 
sion of faith is assumed throughout. See i. 
17-21, for the regeneration, the gift of God, 
the Divine and saving Word. ‘To make this 
more clear, we should express the definite 
article of the original: “ Can the faith thus 
described—this faith of his, such as one can 
have who has no works—save him?” ‘The 
opportunity of working is of course assumed, 
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16 And one of you say unto them, 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled ; notwithstanding yc give them 
not those things which are needful to 
the body ; what doth it profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead, being 'alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew 





save him?] Connected with “judgment ” 
in verses 12, 13; referring not to the past 
epoch of their conversion, nor even to their 
present state of salvation, but to the Day of 
Judgment. 


15. If a brother, dyc.] Or, But if: per- 
haps, “ Nay, to take another case, which is 
strictly parallel (faith and charity being sister 
graces (1 Cor. xiii.) and both essentially 
practical), but which is more self-evidently 
absurd." Faith in words, and charity in 
words, are alike null: but there might be a 
mistake about the former; there could be 
none about the latter. 


a brother or a sister.] One of the Chris- 
tian brotherhood (1 Peter ii. 17), to whom 
the first offices of love are due. Mark the 
significance of the phrase which St. James 
uses so often. 


naked.| Often used of persons without 
the upper garment; here, evidently of one 
who is insufficiently clad, as in the parable, 
Matt. xxv. 36, seqq. 


destitute of daily food.) Lacking (i. 5) day 
by day the food which would suffice for the 
day; unable to procure it by daily labour, 
either because hired by no man (Matt. xx. 7), 
or because the wages were withheld (v. 4). 


16. one of you.] Gently expressed; but 
followed by, ye give them not, as if, though 
one had spoken, the neglect had been general. 


Depart in peace.| A Hebrew phrase. The 
meaning is not, “Go, get these things for 
yourselves ;”—that would have been churl- 
ishness; but this is hypocrisy—* May God 
grant you them!” a plain mockery in the 
mouths of men who had the opportunity of 
being God's instruments to supply these ne- 
cessities (cp. 1 Tim. vi. 18), but who re- 
jected the privilege offered to them. 


what doth it profit.] First, and most simply, 
“profit the hungry and naked brother.” But 
“they shall be filled” (Matt. v. 6), and verse 
14 suggest the profit that it would have been 
to him who might have done this to Christ, 
but did it not (Matt. xxv. 45). 


17. Even so faith.| The faith of which 


l Gr. dy 
itself. 
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! Some co- me thy faith "without thy works, and 

vi» ^ I will shew thee my faith by my 
"f. — works. ] 

I9 Thou believest that there is 

one God ; thou doest well: the de- 


vils also believe, and tremble. 


20 But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is 
dead ? 

21 Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works, when he had offered 


Isaac his son upon the altar ? 





we are speaking, being alone, isolated, by it- 
self. Others, * dead in itself,” 7. e. not merely 
outwardly ineffectual, * but in its inner state 
and character dead.” But the former is 
better. Cp. the LXX in Gen. xliii. 32, “for 
him by himself, and for them by themselves," 
&c. 


dead.| Retaining, it may be, the outward 
semblance of the living thing; but a corpse, 
powerless to perform the functions of life. 


18. Yea, a man may say] Greek, But 
some one will say. ‘This expression else- 
where introduces an objection to the pre- 
vious argument or assertion, see 1 Cor. xv. 
35; Rom. ix. 19; whereas the present verse 
supports St. James's foregoing argument. 
The difficulty is much less if we take, “What 
doth it profit, if a man say that he hath faith ” 
(verse 14), and “ But rather and more natu- 
rally some one will say,” &c. (18), as an 
antithesis, the particular instance in vv. 16, 17 
being parenthetic. Thus a friendly speaker 
is introduced, arguing, ad bominem, “You 
claim credit for faith without shewing any 
evidence of it, while I work its works. Prove 
the existence of your faith, if you can, by any 
evidence except that of works; while I, by 
working, exhibit my faith in the only way 
in which proof of it can be given.” ‘So in 
Luke v. 18-25, the visible miracle is made 
the evidence of the spiritual.. If a man say 
that he has faith, no ene can contradict him. 
But the works of faith can be seen, and 
these will prove that, though invisible, it is 
present. 


without thy works.] Literally, apart 
from them; supply, “if thou canst.” Some 
read “by” them, but with less authority and 
less satisfactory meaning (cp. verses 14, 17). 


19. that there is one God.] Rather, that 
God is one, asserting the unity as well as 
the existence of God,—against polytheism 
rather than atheism (1 Cor. viii. 4,6); for the 
argument is with a Christian Jew, zealous 
in the assertion of this verity, as being the 
groundwork of the revelation to Moses, 
* Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is one 
Lord”. (Deut. vi. 4, &c.), where His abso- 
lute right to their allegiance is rested upon it. 
It is not an exclusively Christian article of 
faith; but it heads the Nicene Creed as well 
as the Decalogue; and it is pressed here on 
those who were at once Jews and Christians. 


The mention of the devils believing seems to 
connect this with their confession of Christ, 
Mark i. 24, v. 7. Note the absence of any- 
thing beyond the bare historical belief of 
afact. ‘ What so great a thing is it, if thou 
sayest that Christ is the Son of God? Peter 
said it, and was answered, * Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona.’ The: devils said it, and 
they heard, ‘Hold your peace) The word 
is one and the same; but the Lord tests not 
the flower, but the root” (Augustin. * Serm. 
ad Pop.’ 158. 6). 

thou doest well.| “ So far, well!" Ironical: 
cp. Mark vii. 9; Rom. xi. 20; 2 Cor. xi. 4. 

tremble.| Nay, shiver or shudder, with 
such horror as makes the hair bristle; cp. 
Job iv. 15. Such is the faith which works 
not, because it loves not; the assurance of 
judgment to come; the foretaste of the “ tor- 
ments " of “the pit”! 

20.] It may be doubtful whether vv. 18, 
19 are to be taken together, or whether St. 
James himself speaks in verse 19; but, any- 
how, v. 20 resumes the argument of v. 17. 

wilt thou know.| Rather, hast thou the 
will to know; bringing out two truths :— 
(1) The real obstacle to the reception of the 
truth resides in the corruption of the will. 
(2) The intellectual assent at once involves 
practical consequences. Cp. *I would not 
have you ignorant," Rom. i. 13, xi. 25, &c. 

vain man.| Not in reference to self-con- 
ceit, though, perhaps, to self-deceit. It is 2 
grave rebuke; cp. Judg. ix. 4, xi. 3, with 
I Sam. xxii. 2, where the Hebrew word is 
identical with ** Raca" in Matt. v. 22. 


without «vorbs.] “ Apart;" severed from 
its characteristic works, as in verse 17: cp, 
John xv. 5. 


dead?) See verse 17 ; but others read idle, 
unworking, and so “useless” (apy) BC*, 
&c.); cp. the “idle word," Matt. xii. 36; 
“neither barren nor unfruitful,” 2 Peter i. 8. 
This gives a characteristic antithesis, “ work,” 
“ workless," and points to cuvipye:, in verse 
22; but the reading is not certain. 


21. Abraham our father] Father of the 
Jews, according to the flesh; and of all the 
faithful, by that adoption which makes them 
heirs of his blessing ; see Gal. iii. 7-9, &c. But 
St. James's view is that the believing Gentile 
is taken into the true Israel, while the birth- 
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which saith, ^ Abraham believed God, 7 Gen. ss. 
and it was imputed unto him for Rom. 4.3 


Thow 22 'Seest thou how faith wrought 


with his works, and by works was 


faith made perfect ? Gal. 3. 6. 
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23 And the scripture was fulfilled 


righteousness : and he was called the 
Friend of God, 





right of the unbelieving Jew falls into abey- 
ance; see John viii. 37, 39—*I know that 
ye are Abraham's seed: but . . . if ye were 
Abraham's children, ye would do the works 
of Abraham:” where “the works” are pro- 
bably those specific things by which his faith 
was tested (cp. ib. 56). So here “works " 
(plural) are named (Abraham representing a 
class, typically); but the reference is not so 
much to the general tenor of his life, as to 
that one act of faith by which he was speci- 
ally tried, for which he received the blessing, 
Gen. xxii. 16, seqq.: “Because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, in blessing I will bless 
thee, &c. . . . because thou hast obeyed my 
voice.” (cp. xxvi 5). Not that this was 
Abraham's first trial, or first promise (see 
Gen. xii. xiii., Xv., xviL, xviii, &c.; Heb. xi. 
8—19); but the crowning trial and temptation 
of his life was “when he offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar And hence his faith 
and its reward (in short, his justification) 
are concentrated in this incident. 

The weightiness of this trial, for the argu- 
ment, is not in the violence done to a father's 
feelings. The Scripture shews us that the 
real trial was of the faith which wrought 
Obedience. As Abraham believed God in his 
departure from his own country, and in the 
conception and birth of Isaac, so it was espe- 
cially in this sacrifice; however much the 
command seemed to contradict the distinct 
assurance that Isaac, and not another, should 
be the heir of the promises (Gen. xvii. 19, 
xxi. 12); see Heb. xi. 17, segg., especially 
verse 19, “accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead." These 
last words are the key to the whole. The 
obedience of Abraham was rooted in faith, 
and that, faith in the resurrection from the 
dead. Believing that God would find the 
way to fulfil His own promise, he did not 
hesitate to obey the coimand which seemed 
to make it impossible. But all this depends 
on the historic truth of the fact that He who 
gave the command was the same God who 
had given the promise. ( 

Abraham’s faithfulness, with its motto, 
“The Lord will provide,” may be contrasted 
with the conduct of Rebekah and Jacob. 


29. faith wrought with bis avorks.] Or, 
“wrought with him in his works;” ż. e. 
helped him, so that his works through this 
faith became what without it they would not 
have been. ‘This interpretation is favoured 
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by Rom. viii. 28, “ All things work (or, God 
worketh all things) together for good to 
them that love God." (The words * fellow- 
worker,” &c., are more usually followed by 
the thing or person for which, than by the 
person with whom, one labours; cp. in the 
Greek, 3) Jo: 8; 3 Gor: 15245 vill 23/5) Col! 
iv. 11, Even in 1 Cor. iii. 9, “ God's fellow- 
labourers” is probably *fellow-labourers in 
God's service.) Thus the words “ faith 
helped in his works" state one side of the 
question, and *by works was faith made 
perfect,” the other. “Faith creates works: 
works perfect faith" (Stier). “Work is 
faith ripened” (Messmer), ‘This seems the 
preferable interpretation. For, though a 
man is said to be justified by faith, or to be 
justified by works, according to the point of 
view of St. Paul or St. James, it is doubtful 
whether there is any point of view from 
which it can be said that faith and works com- 
bine to justify, because this would imply that 
both justify in the same sense of the word. 

Though the argument is here generalised, 
yet the definite article in the Greek refers us 
to Abraham’s faith, as well as to his works, 
i. e. those which have been mentioned before. 
This faith is taken for granted, as prior to 
the works, and contrasted with the “dead ” 
or “idle” faith. But for the faith, the works 
had not been done:—but for its working, 
the faith had not received the stamp of per- 
fection. 

made perfect ?] Not as a material structure 
is completed by adding something: but as a 
living organisation arrives at the normal ful- 
ness of its maturity; cp. Eph. iv. 13. 

23. And the scripture was fulfilled.] Gen. 
xv. 6, belongs to the period before the 
birth of Ishmael. But (as in prophecies, e.g. 
Matt. ii. 17) the words are taken to have 
been most truly fulfilled, not when first 
spoken, during the progress of Abraham’s 
trials, but when his faith, advancing from 
high to higher, obtained its final triumph in 
the sacrifice of Isaac. So in Rom. iv. 3, 9, 
Io, St. Paul cites the words in their chrono- 
logical order; but adds, in reference to the 
generation of Isaac, “and therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteousness” (74, 22). 
By each proof of faith the promise acquired 
not only confirmation, but proportionate 
growth and meaning; so that its “ fulfilment ” 
followed that trial by which the faith itself 
was made perfect. Compare the word “ ful- 
fil” in Matt, v. 17. 
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V Or, 
breath. 


24. Yesee then how that by works 
aman is justified, and not by faith only. 
. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab 
the harlot justified by works, when 
she had received the messengers, and 
had sent them out another way? 

26 For as the body without the 
! spirit is dead, so faith without works 
is dead also. 


it was imputed unto bizn.] So quoted (from 
LXX) by St. Paul, 4 c. In the original, 
* He counted it to him." This “imputation ” 
of righteousness, then, lies at the root of all 
that St. James says of justification. Whether 
or not there is any conscious reference to 
St. Paul's teaching, the distinction between 
imputed and actual righteousness (Rom. iv. 
2-8) cannot fairly be left out of sight in in- 
terpreting St. James. See also iii. 2, on the 
imperfection of our works, and v. 15 on the 
efficacy of faith. Thus, from first to last, 
faith enables to all working;—in working, 
faith holds its own ;—and when work proves 
to be imperfect, as all work must, it is 
through faith alone that this is remedied. 

was called the Friend of God.| Isai. xli. 8; 
cp. 2 Chron. xx. 7. Philo Judzus quotes 
“friend,” from Gen. xviii. 17, where the 
LXX have “ servant: ” which, though an in- 
terpolation, illustrates Christ’s words on the 
distinction between servant and friend, John 
xv. 15. Cp. * God took Abraham for His 
friend,” ‘ Koran,’ c. 4; whence the Arabs call 
Abraham Khalil Allah, or simply Al-Khalil 
(“the friend”), and Hebron is said to be 
called Al-Khalil to this day:—’ABpadp, ó 
Piňos mpocayopev6ets, Clem. Rom. 1. 1o. 

Therefore “was called" is not = “ was,” 
but means “ received the title.” 

24. by faith only.| Not as if faith did part, 
and works were needed to do the rest; but 
* only" as isolated, apart from works (see on 
verses 20, 22), granting (for argument's sake, 
at least) the possibility of such a faith, as in- 
stanced in the case of devils (verse 19). This 
is a conclusion drawn from the case of Abra- 
ham, and therefore the same limitations must 
be recognised in the conclusion which were 
assumed in the premisses. Note that nothing 
is here said of the “works of the law” 
(Rom. iii. 20, ix. 32; Gal. ii. 16, &c.). The 
works are the works “of Abraham,” which 
those who are indeed his children will do 
(John viii. 39). 

But what does “to be justified” mean in 
the language of St. James? See the remarks 
in the Excursus, ‘St, James and St. Paul, 
§ 7, seqq. 

25. Rahab the barlot.| See Josh. ii., and 
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CHAPTER III. 


I We are not rashly or arrogantly to reprove 
others: 5 but rather to bridle the tongue, a 
little member, but a powerful instrument of 
much good, and great harm. 13 They who 
be truly wise be mild, and peaceable, without 
enuying, and strife. 


Y brethren, be not many 
masters, knowing that we 


vi 22-25. From St. Matthew (i. 5) we learn 
that she became the wife of Salmon and 
mother of Boaz. We need not shrink from 
the plain meaning of “harlot.” In those 
times and countries any woman who took 
in lodgers promiscuously must have borne a 
degraded character. The ‘‘ works" spoken 
of are solely those by which her faith 
was shewn in the one incident of her life 
mentioned here and in Heb. xi. 31. It has 
been noticed that all the females mentioned 
by St. Matthew in our Lord’s genealogy 
have a stigma attached to them—Tamar 
the incestuous, Rahab the harlot, Ruth the 
Moabitess, Bathsheba the adulteress. So 
Christ touched the leper, and took no taint, 
but made him clean. Rahab was justified, 
not by the general tenor of her life, but by 
that one work of faith which saved her from 
the judgment of Jericho. See on verses 21, 
24, and Excursus, ‘St. J. and St. P.,’ § 2. 


sent them out.| Literally, “cast them out,” 
perhaps expressing their hurried departure ; 
as in Acts xvi. 37. Yet it may be used with- 
out such special emphasis; cp. John x. 4. 


another way?] Probably, not merely a 
different, but (as in 1 Cor. xiv. 21; Jude 7; 
cp. Gal. i. 6, 7) a strange, unusual way, viz. 
by a cord through a window; see Josh. ii. 
15, and cp. Acts ix. 25; 2 Cor. xi. 33. 


26. For as, doc.] The general conclusion 
of verses 17, 20, is resumed, and the unreality 
of a merely correct intellectual belief, with- 
out love to God or man, is reasserted. The 
comparison of faith to the body, and works 
to the spirit, seems strange. But if faith 
be dead without works, these are fairly 
termed its spirit or life. Cp. “the form of 
knowledge and of the truth in the law," 
Rom. ii. 20; * having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof,” 2 Tim. iii. 
5; see also Rom.i, 18. On the other hand, ` 
compare “dead works," Heb. ix. 14. 


CHAP. III. — 1. be not many masters.] 
Rather, become not, seek not to be, 
many of you, masters: the warning being 
against the eagerness of many to gain the 
position, without consideration of their fit- 


v. 2—4.] 


bros ,, Shall receive the greater 'condemna- 
tion. 

2 For in many things we offend 
al. Ifany man offend not in word, 
the same zs a perfect man, and able 
also to bridle the whole body. 

3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ 
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mouths, that they may obey us; and 
we turn about their whole body. 

4 Behold also the ships, which 
though they be so great, and are driven 
of fierce winds, yet are they turned 
about with a very small helm, whither- 
soever the governor listeth. 





ness; and against the danger of assuming it 
without fitness. 


masters.] Or teachers; = the Hebrew 
Rabbi (v. Johni. 38,xx.16). Weare reminded 
of Matt. xxili. 8, “ Be ye not called Rabbi; for 
one is your master, even Christ" Probably 
rivalries in the Church-teaching are touched, 
Cp. verses 14, 16; also 1 Tim. i. 6, 7, and (of 
women) ii. 12; also Heb. v. 4,5. ‘The same 
subject is noticed in the letter (probably 
written by St. James), Acts xv. 24. But he 
refers also to a tendency to talk instead of 
acting, and to the responsibility incurred by 
those who undertake to teach others their 
duty. A harsh way of lecturing one’s neigh- 
bours is the natural vent of a cold intellectual 
belief; cp. Rom. ii. 1. See the use made 
by Christ’s hearers, in St. Luke xiii, 1, of 
what He had said in xii. 58, segg. 

knowing that.) Half argumentative, “ in- 
asmuch as ye know;” half hortatory, “for 
ye ought to know." 


the greater condemnation.| Being punished 
with many stripes, if we fail, in proportion to 
our self-assertion; while, in fact, all of us 
often fail in one thing or another. “ Mighty 
men shall be mightily tormented,” Wisd. vi. 
6. Cp. Matt. xxiii. 14, of those who added 
the sin of hypocrisy to that of extortion and 
rapine ; cp. also Matt. vii. r. 


2. in many things (or “ oftentimes,” as 
Matt. ix. 14) we offend all.) A grave con- 
fession here, where the duty of “ works” is 
so broadly enforced :—all of us offend, and 
that often; not in one thing, but in many; 
not some, but all; cp. 1 John i. 8. But, 
mercifully, *to offend" is not necessarily 
“to fall,” but may be merely “to stumble” 
(rraiew); see Rom. xi. r1 ; nay, “a just man 
falleth seven times, and riseth up again” 
(Prov. xxiv. 16; cp. Ps. xxxvii. 24). 


offend not in word.) This goes beyond 
failure in the teacher's office, which would 
scarcely be called “offence.” St. James re- 
turns to the subject of much, rash, or vain 
talking, which, in the true spirit of the He- 
brew moralists, he deems so serious. ^ All 
of us offend oft—in word, even if not in 
deed. Many who keep their hands pure are 
careless of their tongues. The man who 
rules this member can rule all the others.” 


So much more than we commonly suppose is 
needed for the “ perfection” which Christ 
demands of us (Matt. v. 48, cp. xii. 31-37)! 
Was not Moses shut out of Canaan for 
“speaking unadvisedly with his lips”? (Ps. 
cvi. 33; Num. xx. Io, segq., XXVll. 13, seq.) 
Nay, to suppress sins of the tongue is not 
merely a counsel of perfection. Often they 
come first, and lead to sins of action; see 
Matt. 7. c. and xv. 11, 18-20. Moreover, of 
that sin which shall never be forgiven, we 
know this at least, that it is a sin of the 
tongue rather than of the hands (Matt. 
Xil 31, seq.). This new thought is expanded 
in the following verses. 


to bridle.] See next verse, and cp. i. 26. 


the whole body.) The aggregate of those 
* members" which are in the natural man 
instruments of sin, but are meant to be the 
instruments of righteousness (Rom. vi. 13) ; 
called “the body of sin," (75. 6), but still 
very different from “the flesh,” which is not 
merely to be * bridled” and controlled, but 
warred against and mortified. 


3.] A minute but important various ' 
reading (ef 8é for ide or tov) should be 
adopted from A B N, 13, 31, K L, Vulg., 
Memph.; and the passage should be trans- 
lated, *But if we put our horses' bridles 
into their mouths .... then we turn 
their whole body about.” Cp. Ps. xxxii. 9. 


4. Bebold also tbe sbips.] Another figure, 
co-ordinate with the last, in illustration of 
verse 2. Ini. 6, “the wave of the sea driven 
by the wind,” typifies the man of two minds, 
the waverer or doubter. Here the ships 
“driven before fierce winds” represent the 
soul as carried away by vehement passions. 
Perhaps the words should be rendered, “ even 
when they are driven . . .” 


awhithersoever the governor listetb.] In the 
classical sense of the word (gubernator, 
kuBepynrns). Literally, ^ where the impulse 
of him that steereth, listeth ;" the “impulse” 
being either the movement by which the 
helm is turned, or the pilots guiding will. 
The word *listeth " favours the latter inter- 
pretation. Lucretius (iv. 902), “quanto vis 
impete euntem " is quoted on the other side, 
and should be compared. But he is speaking 
of the whole ship, not of the rudder. 
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the whole body, and setteth on fire 
the course of nature; and it is set 
on fire of hell. 

7 For every "kind of beasts, and of 
birds, and of serpents, and of things 
in the sea, is tamed, and hath been :Gr. x 
tamed of ! mankind : Fd 


mart. 


5 Even so the tongue is a little 
member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how great !a matter a little 
fire kindleth ! 

6 And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity : so is the tongue 
among our members, that it defileth 


I Gr. 74 
ture. 








These instances exhibit the power of one 
small member in controlling a great body. 
But the small member is itself seldom con- 
trolled; and if it remains unruly, they sug- 
gest its power for evil. Thus the great- 
ness and rarity of the achievement is first 
brought out; then the amount of mischief 
which is the alternative. Finally comes the 
application, “Such is the member which you 
leave uncontrolled ! ” 


5. boasteth great things.| Characteris- 
tically of the “little member's?" arrogance 
(cp. Ps. xii. 3; Dan. vii, 20:—the word 
(ueyaXavxeiv) is used in Ecclus. xlviii. 18, of 
Sennacherib) But it is no empty vaunt. 
Often it does guide the whole body, as the 
bridle the horse, the helm the ship; even as 
a little spark can kindle a conflagration. 


how great a matter, dec.| Rather (gAikov 
for óAtyov A?, B, N, C* P, Vulg.), how small 
a fire kindleth how great a forest!— 
UAn=1, a wood; 2, matter (not a matter), 
as a philosophical term, which cannot be the 
meaning here. A forest-fire is an incident 
which is often referred to by the ancients; 
not only the poets, e.g. Il 2. 455 segq.; 
Pind. P. 3. 64; Lucret. i. 888-891; Virg. 
‘Georg.’ ii 303; but even Thucydides, 
when describing the fire kindled by the be- 
siegers of Platez (ii. 77):—“ A fire arose, 
greater than was ever seen before of man’s 
kindling: though perhaps such a thing has 
been known when some mountain forest 
(An) has of itself burst into fire and flame 
by friction of its branches as the wind stirred 
them. Cp. Ps? xxxi r4: ‘Asi the fire 
burneth a wood ; and as the flame setteth the 
mountains on fire;" Isai. ix. 18, “ Wicked- 
ness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the 
briars and thorns, and shall kindle in the 
thickets of the forest.” Others explain 
“wood” as “a heap of fire wood" — * how 
huge a pyre"—less picturesquely, and pro- 
bably less accurately, though supported by 
Ecclus xxvii. ro in a somewhat similar 
passage. 

6. a world of iniquity.) This clause is 
difficult, and variously explained, though the 
general meaning of the verse is not doubtful. 
The old Syriac version gives it, “ The tongue 
is a fire; the world of iniquity [is a wood]," 
supplying a complete correspondence be- 





tween this clause and those which precede 
and follow. Cp. Luke xxiii. 31, “If they do 
these things in a green tree, what shall be 
done in the dry ?"— But probably the simplest 
interpretation is the best,—that the tongue, 
small as it is, contains a whole world of mis- 
chief. The LXX have in Prov. xvii. 6, “the 
whole world of wealth is for the faithful, 
for the faithless not a penny ;” and the same 
version uses this word (xécpos), where we 
have “the host of heaven," Gen. ii. 1, pro- 
bably meaning the aggregate body of it. 
Translate, the tongue, that world of 
iniquity, is fire. 

so is the tongue, d»c.] So must be removed 
from the text, on the authority of all the best 
MSS. The tongue hath its place among 
our members as that which defleth (lit. 
“spotteth”), &c. Cp. Jude 23; 2 Pet. i. 
13; Eph? v.27. 

settetb on fire the course of nature.| Liter- 
ally, the wheel of being (or becoming); a phrase 
hard to account for. But our version, though 
vague, is not incorrect ; for * wheel” = circle, 
cycle; and the word translated “nature” 
(yéveots, natura) comes very near to “ crea- 
tion” (riots) in its collective sense ; see above 
on i. 23. In Judith xii. 18, it is simply “ life.” 
So it comes to be, “the course of human life, 
as the wheel comes round and round in suc- 
cessive generations. Cp. also the * wheel at 
the cistern,” Eccl. xii. 6. 


and it is set on fire of bell] Not 
=“ whose end is to be burned,” but, “ itself 
kindled at the gehenna of fire (Matt. 
v. 22, Xviii. 9; Mark ix. 47), and with that 
fire kindling all human life." 


7. A fourfold division, though not scien- 
tific, consisting of two pairs; beasts (probably 
quadrupeds, though used in Acts xxviii. 5, of 
a serpent) and birds, reptiles and fishes. 
We are reminded of Gen. i. 20, 21, 24, 25. 


serpents.| Reptiles. ‘Every kind of 
creature—those that walk, that fly, that 
creep, that swim—is tamable, and, in fact, 
hath been tamed by mankind.” A rhetorical 
expression, amply justified by the success of ex- 
periments in each of these four groups of 
the animal kingdom. Every kind is tamed of 
mankind: lit. every nature... of man’s nature 
(posis) Man's nature and powers grapple 
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v. 8—12.] 


8 But the tongue can no man 
tame; it is an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison. 

9 Therewith bless we God, even 
the Father; and therewith curse we 
men, which are made after the simili- 


tude of God. 
Io Out of the same mouth pro- 
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ceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so 
to be, 

11 Doth a fountain send forth at 
the same 'place sweet water and 
bitter ? 

12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, 
bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? 





with each nature of the other creatures, and 
master them all in detail; there being in him 
that before which their nature quails. 'The 
charter of his mastery is Gen. i. 28; and is 


. Still valid, though modified by the curse, 


Gen. iii. 17-18. *Imago Dei domat feram ? 
(Augustin.). Cp. Ps. viii. 6-8. 

There is a remarkable coincidence, both of 
thought and expression, in a lyric passage of 
Sophocles, * Antig. 332, seqq. 


8. can no man tame.| Some make this 
an interrogation; which, though forcible, is 
less suitable to the argument. Again, it is 
asked, Is this one's own tongue, or (in re- 
ference to the teacher's office) the tongue 
of another? St. James makes no distinction. 
Simply, man cannot tame 7¢, though he 
can tame all else! Yet the context implies 
that he is thinking of self-control. 


unruly.|  * Ungovernable,” dxardcyeroy, 
corresponds with the foregoing verses: but 
the reading of A, B, N, P, Vulg., Memph., 
ákarágrarov, “ disorderly, inconsistent, cha- 
otic” (see i. 8, iii. 16), suits better the self- 
contradictory, unaccountable character of the 
mischief—blessing and cursing, blowing hot 
and cold—described in verses 9-12. 


poison.)  Distinctively, venom; convey- 
ing, as so often in Holy Writ, a reference 
to the Old Serpent and the first temptation. 
Cp. Eccl. x. 11, “ Surely the serpent will bite 
without enchantment; and a babbler is no 
better ;” also Ps. lviii. 3, seg., cxl. 3. 


9. bless we God.) The Jews used to 
introduce such ejaculations into ordinary, 
even frivolous, conversation. Devotional 
phrases become a testimony against those 
who combine them with the “cursing” of 
men. 


God, even the Father.| A, B,N, C, &c., 
read the Lord and Father. (In LXX, 
the Lord, Kópwos, = Hebr. Jehovah.) 


curse we men.] See John vii. 49. For the 
incompatibility of love to God with the 
want of love to man, cp. 1 John iv. 20. 
The allusion to Gen. 1. 26, segg., proves the 
greatness of the sin; cp. 2d. ix. 6. See also 
Ps. lxii. 4; Isai. xxix. 13 (Matt. xv. 8, seqq.). 


10.] The former half of this verse sums 


up the foregoing statements. The latter 
begins the exhortation which goes on in 
verses 11, 12. Cp. Ecclus. xxviii. 12. 


ought not so to be. The word (xph) is still 
stronger, implying that they are contrary to 
law and nature. 


11. Doth a fountain.| “The fountain,” in- 
dividualised as a familiar object of reference. 


at the same place.| Or opening (used of 
chinks, clefts, or holes in the earth, Exod. 
xxxill 22; Obad. 3, LXX; Heb. xi. 38); 
the * fountain" of St. James being the sub- 
terranean source or reservoir which supplies 
the water. The one corresponds to the 
heart, the other to the mouth, of man; 
see Matt. xii. 35, xv. 18. A moral impos- 
sibility is illustrated by physical impossi- 
bilities, such as the Jews in Palestine would 
appreciate readily and keenly. They had 
read of the bitter waters of Marah (Exod. 
xv. 23), and of the healing of the spring at 
Jericho (2 Kings ii. 19, segg.), and were well 
acquainted with the “Salt Sea" (Gen. xiv. 3 ; 
Josh. iii. 16, &c.) and the characteristics of 
its basin. And the names of En-dor, En- 
gedi, En-rogel, En-hakkóró, Aen-on, &c., 
poetically describing the fountain as the eye 
which gives life and animation to the land- 
scape, bespeak the preciousness of living 
waters in a land where to be dry is to be 
desert (the evil spirit walks through “ dry 
places," Matt. xii. 43). See the description 
of the country in Deut. viii. 7, and cp. Judg. 
i. I5; Ezek, xlvii Where springs were 
wanting, see the value of wells, Beer-sheba, 
&c., Gen. xxi. 22-32, xxvi. 18-33 ; and the 
song of the well-diggers, Num. xxi. 16-18. 
Note, too, “ Jacob's well" at Sychar, John iv. 
6, seqq. 

19. the jfig-tree . . s olive... vine) 
'The three trees of blessing in Jotham's 
parable, Judg. ix. 7-15. Here is no contrast 
of good and bad, as in Isai. v. 2, 4, or Matt. 
vii. 16; but only the truth that as the tree, 
so the fruit, “after his kind." This teaching, 
like our Lord's, reflects the features of the 
Holy Land; see especially Deut. viii. 8; 
r Kings iv. 25, and all the references to 
the Mount of Olives. Similar illustrations 
occur in several Heathen writers after the 
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so can no fountain both yield salt 
water and fresh. 

13 Who is a wise man and en- 
dued with knowledge among you? let 
him shew out of a good conversation 
-his works with meekness of wisdom. 


JAMES. III. 


| tomm 


14 But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your hearts, glory not, 
and lie not against the truth. 

15 This wisdom descendeth not 


from above, but zs earthly, !sensual, 1 Or, » 


tural. 


devilish. 





Christian era; v. especially Plutarch * Mor." 
1472F. 

As the question requires the answer, “ No,” 
the sentence (in the received text) proceeds 
as if the words had been, “The fig-tree can- 
Bob. so can ‘no fountain,” &c. But 
. probably this is only a paraphrase of the 
. harder and better attested reading (of A, 

^B, N, C, &c.), and the whole should be, 
* Can a fig-tree bear olive-berries, or a vine 
figs? Neither can that which is salt 
yield sweet water.” ‘This made Elijah’s 
miracle at Jericho, 2 Kings il. 20, 21, the more 
remarkable. 

We might have expected, “so the same 
mouth,” &c. But St. James first illustrates 
his subject by the metaphor of the fountain, 
and then, as if this was the statement to be 
illustrated, adds the further figure of the trees. 

On this section (vv. 1-12), see Bp. Jebb’s 
‘Christian Literature,’ xiv. 


18. Whois ...? let bim.] I.e. * ho- 
ever is ..., let him” Compare the con- 
struction in Ecclus. vi. 34. 

Who is, dsc.) An abrupt transition. But 
the subject is still the need to control the 
tongue, and the desire of * many" to be 
* masters" or teachers (verse 1), which im- 
plied both a pretension to the possession of 
wisdom, and an inclination to expend it in 
words. St. James sees in such word-wisdom 
a mere instrument of vanity and contention. 
St. Paul also disclaims and denounces it 
(1 Cor. i. 17, segg., il. 1-13) as Auman, in 
opposition to the wisdom which is the gift 
of the Spirit. But here it is portrayed as a 
work of the devil, a vent of the evil in the 
heart, and a hindrance to godly life. St. Paul 
contrasts teaching with teaching; St. James, 
wrangling with love. See oni. 5. 

wise... and endued with knowledge.| 
Probably, “intelligent and practically wise,” as 
Matt. xi. 25; 1 Cor. i. 19, “ wise and pru- 
dent ;” “ wise and understanding," Deut. 1. 13 
(cp. LXX there). But no sharp distinction, 
is to be drawn. "Whatever mental gifts a 
man may claim to have, they are to be used 
in works, not words; in meekness, not con- 
tentiously ; with such consistent perseverance 
as to shew a good conversation (rather life; 
see Gal. i. 13; Heb. xiii. 7, for this word, 
which is also common in St. Peter’s Epistles). 


meekness of wisdom.| ‘This carries us back 


to “slow to wrath,” coupled with “slow to 
speak,” i. 19; and forward to the further de- 
scription in verse 17. 


14. envying and strife.| Rather, jealousy 
and party-spirit, or faction. ZrAos may 
be either good or bad zeal; but the bad sense 
prevails in the N. T., even without such in- . 
terpreting words as occur here; cp. Acts 
v. I7. (In Heb. x. 27, it is used of God's 
jealous indignation as revealed in fire.) *Epi- 
eia is not “strife,” but is the sordid rivalry 
of political factions, jobbiug partisanship, 
intrigue. So here and in verse 16; cp. Phil. 
1 16 ge GON 1212. 


the truth.| Not mere “veracity,” against 
which all lies are; but the Gospel of Him 
who is Himself the Truth (cp. i. 18). “If 
your wisdom bears such fruits as these, your 
glorying is the lie of Satan and Antichrist.” 
Gal. vi. 14, * God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Cp. the word in Rom. xi. 18. Above, ii. 13, 
there is a different shade of meaning. The 
“bitterness in the heart" here recalls the 
bitter water of the fountain in verse 11. 


15. This. wisdom descendeth not, @'c.] 
Rather is not one (or that) which de- 
scendeth. Two kinds of wisdom are recog- 
nised; as, above, two kinds of faith; one 
good, the other bad; see verse 17. Cp, also 
i. 17, ‘ Every good gift,’ &c. 

from above.) Or, “from on high," sug- 
gesting the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
(contrasted with “ devilish”), which those 
who lack wisdom are to seek of God (i. 5). 


earthly, sensual, devilisb.] A descending 
climax: (1) “ Earthly,” opposed to heavenly, 
“descending from above;” and by this con- 
trast acquiring the added notion of low and 
grovelling (cp. Phil iii. 19); though the 
word in itself is not necessarily of evil mean- 
ing (cp. “If I have told you earthly things,” 
&c., John iii. 12), but merely local. (2) “ Sen- 
sual,” puxexds, elsewhere also rendered 
“natural,” of man’s state under the dominion 
of his own unregenerate nature, with all his 
natural faculties, with a soul, but wanting 
the Spirit, alien from God. So 1 Cor. ii. 14, 
“the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God," &c.; ib. xv. 44, seg., “a 
natural body,” opposed to * a spiritual body ;” 
Jude 19, “sensual, not having the Spirit.” 
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| _ 16 For where envying and strife full of mercy and good fruits, "with 10 
Gr. £x 15, there 7s 'confusion and every evil out partiality, and without hypo- wrang- 
E work. crisy. ling. 


ss. 


> 


17 But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, 


18 And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace of them that make 
peace. 








(3) “ Devilish,” or *demoniac;" the last stage, 
in which the man, no longer left to: himself, 
is possessed by a Spirit, —but not of God! 
This is the dominion of the “spiritual hosts 
of wickedness, the world-powers of dark- 
ness ” (Eph. vi. 12), which have a wisdom of 
their own, very real in its kind (Gen. iii. 1; 
2 Cor. xi. 3; cp. Matt. x. 16); not merely 
sinful, but diabolical in its malignity, seduc- 
ing others to sin. See above, verse 6, “set on 
fire of hell." 


16. envying and strife.| 
Tas 

confusion.) akatactacia, sometimes used 
of internal disorder and anarchy (1 Cor. xiv. 
33; 2 Cor. xii. 20); sometimes of the actual 
outbreaks of uproar and tumult to which 
these lead (Luke xxi. 9; 2 Cor. vi. 5). Here 
both are comprehended; cp. Prov. xxvi. 28 
(in the LXX), *an un-shut mouth creates 
disorders.” (See note on verse 8.) 


every evil work.] Or ‘thing.’ See the dis- 
mal catalogue in 2 Cor. xii. 20; Gal. v. 19, 
seqq. Perhaps connected with the “many 
masters” of’ verse 1, as representing so many 
divided parties of disciples: cp. 1 Cor. i. 12, 
seqq. lii. 4. : 

17. from above.] V. on verse 15. 


first pure, then . . .] Not a mere enu- 
meration of ist, 2nd, 3rd, &c. Purity is 
first; and all the other qualities second, as 
results of this essential attribute. This is the 
wisdom of the dove, the intuition of holy 
innocence, unconsciously repelling evil with- 
out the process of reasoning, or the defile- 
ment of experimental knowledge; as in Eden 
before the Fall. Then the other qualities :— 
« peaceable,” according to the blessing of the 
peacemakers (Matt. v. 9), full of the inward 
peace of God, and working accordingly: see 
next verse, and 1 Cor. xiv. 33 :—“ gentle,” fair 
and considerate beyond the demands of strict 
justice, making allowance for others, not tena- 
cious of its ownrights; cp. “the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ,” 2 Cor. x. 1; and see 
1 Tim. iii 3; Tit. iii 2; of considerate 
masters, 1 Pet. ii. 18: to this quality in Felix 
Tertullus appeals, Acts xxiv. 4:—“ easy to be 
entreated,’ or “persuaded,” not obstinate in 
one view of things, but candidly receiving the 
suggestions of others (not found elsewhere in 
N. T.: the substantive occurs in 4 Macc. 


See on verse . 





xii. 6) :—“ full of mercy and good fruits,” i.e. 

the works which are the fulfilment of the 

royal law (ii. 8), not in isolated deeds but in , 
fulness, good things being continually brought 

forth from the good treasure of the heart :— 

“without partiality” (or, as the margin, ` 
“ wrangling”); there are several other inter- 

pretations; e.g. *not judging of others," 

“not doubting or captiously hesitating.” We 

are not much helped by classical usage: the 

word does not occur again in N. T. or LXX: 

the context is not decisive: and all the pro- 

posed interpretations may. be deduced with 

more or less probability from the several 

meanings of the verb dvaxpivey, -verba “to 

distinguish, make a difference," “to differ.” 

Our choice lies between “ without wrangling ” 

and “without doubting:;" and without 

wrangling best accords with the general 

idea. 


without hypocrisy.| Frequently used as 
epithet of “love” and “ faith” (Rom. xii. 9 ; 
r Pet. 1,225 Torim Lis, acc.) wuntersmed, 
real;—perhaps, also, without the self-con- 
sciousness which gives even to one who is 
sincere the air of acting a part. 

It may be here repeated, that in St. James, 
“works” are very nearly = *love;" and 
* wisdom ” is * practical holiness.” “ Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to 
depart from evil is understanding,” Job. 
xxvii. 28. It may be useful to compare 
the portrait of wisdom here, with that of 
love in 1 Cor. xiii. 1-8. 


18. The emphatic words are by them that 
make peace: these alone sow the seed from 
which the fruit of righteousness is gathered. 
The work of the peacemakers (Matt. v. 9; 
cp. Col. i. 20, where it is the work of Christ’s 
love) is its own reward: and thus, if we 
translate “for them that make peace,” it 
comes to the same thing; for as they sow, 
they reap: peace is the beginning, middle and 
end: it is in their hearts; it is their work 
and their righteousness (Heb. xii. 11); it is 
their great reward;—sown in this world; 
reaped, even in this world, though not in 
worldly fashion (John xiv. 27); but above 
all, and perfectly, in the world to come. 


of righteousness.| I.e., * which is righteous- 
ness," not * which righteousness bears ;” for 
this is itself the fruit, not the tree: sce last 
note, and Heb. /. c. 
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! Justs: ! Or, 


they not hence, even of your p» 


that war in your members ? 

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye 
kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not. 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your 'lusts. 

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 


CHAPTER IV, 


I We are to strive against couetousness, 4 in- 
temperance, 5 pride, II detractiom, and 
rash judgment of others: 13 and not to be 
confident in the good success of worldly busi- 
ness, but mindful ever of the uncertainty 
of this life, to commit ourselves and all our 
affairs to God's providence. 


ROM whence come wars and I Or, 
l Or, I : ? pleasure 
fightings among you? come 


brawlings. 





CHAP. IV.—1. A painful transition from 
the ideal to the actual, all the more striking 
from its abruptness; especially if we read 
(as Ln., Tdf, Trg, with A B N C, &c.) 
whence wars, and whence fightings 
among you? Hitherto the language has 
been general ( “ but if,” iii. 14; “for where,” 
16): but now it is “among you;” and the 
outward works being recognised, the hidden 
source is sought for: cp. ii. r2. Whether 
these were strifes of (so-called) religious 
parties, or individual rivalries for selfish ends 
as the following words may suggest (liti- 
gation about meum and ‘tuum is less likely), 
they were works of the flesh (see in Gal. v. 
19-21, how much these comprehend) coming 
of lusts, literally, pleasures, sins of pleasure 
rather than of avarice or any other form of 
greed; so in verse 3, “that ye may consume 
it on your pleasures;" cp. also Tit. iii. 3; 
and Xen. Mem. 1. ii 23, èv T cepare 
cvpmeQvrevueva, Tj Wy ai Adoval mel- 
Oovow avrny p) cappovety. See also Clem. 
Rom. i. 46. 


that war in your members ?] Different sins 
possessing the several members as their in- 
struments; as the eye, the hand, offends, Matt, 
V. 29, egg. ; cp. Rom. vi. 6, 12, 13: in Col. iii. 5, 
unclean lusts are “‘ your members which are 
upon the earth.” So, “fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul,” 1 Pet. ii. 11; whence 
some supply “against the soul” here,—the 
struggle being between these members and 
the true self; see Rom. yii. 23. But such 
supplemental ideas only limit the meaning. 
Wherever these lusts exist uncontrolled, 
there is confusion. Whether in combination 
to enslave the man, or in mutual conflict, or 
in pursuit of some special end, their normal 
state is war. “The way of peace they have 
not known." 


2, 3. These accusations have seemed so 
incredible, as brought against the disciples 
by an Apostle, that forced explanations have 
been adopted to evade them. But they are 
plain and consistent: cp. 1 Pet. iv. 15, “Let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or as a 
thief,” &c. Nor can we change Z/// into envy 





(povevere into POoveiré) as has been thought 
plausible. True, “ye kill and are jealous” 
is a lame expression: but it may help us to 
that which probably is the real meaning, 
“Ye play the murderers and zealots.” 
See Additional Note (A) at end of Chapter. 

This verse is sometimes divided into three 
parts, =I; ye lust . 644g 2..ye Ell seen 
3. ye fight . . . .; followed by the general 
explanation, “because ye ask not.” Some- 
times only into two,—“ ye fight and war, yet 
ye have not" being a recapitulation in the 
very words of verse 1, with the addition of 
the reason. But “yet” is omitted by Ln., 
Tdf., Trg., after A, B, N: so it is better to 
render, *ye fight and war. Ye have 
not, because ye ask not; ye ask and 
receive not," &c. The thing “asked” is 
not specified; but seems to be something 
which may be rightfully prayed for, Matt. 
vii. 7; John xv. y. The first fault is that 
they ask not of God; and so one can only 
gain (if at all) by another’s loss: hence 
the wars and fightings, when one has, and 
another cannot obtain. ‘The second fault 
is theirs, who do ask of God, but ask “amiss” 
(not “in ill fashion,” but * with evil intent DA 
that they may consume (use up, waste, as 
Mar. v. 26; cp. 2 Cor. xii. 15) itin their 
pleasures (see on verse 1), in sensual and 
worldly indulgence. Such asking makes that 
which might be not evil in itself, evil to them : 
it seeks to make God the instrument of their 
desires, instead of subjecting these to Him. 
Prayer, without the spirit of prayer, has not 
the promise of prayer, and is not heard. 
Perhaps this is well. “The too indulgent 
gods,” says Juvenal (Sat. x. 7), “have ere 
now overthrown whole households by an- 
swering their prayers." But these men dwell 
with unsatisfied greed on the “have not y 
whereas real prayer removes our selfishness 
by our conscious relation to God : and faith 
knows that it is answered, even when others 
can see no fulfilment. 


4. adulterers and adulteresses.] If this is 
the true reading, and the words are taken 
literally, the thought advances from “ lusts 
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Wherefore he saith, ^God resisteth ae 


the proud, but giveth grace unto the 1 Pet. s. s.. 
humble. 


know ye not that the friendship of 
. the world is enmity with God? who- 
| soever therefore will be a friend of 


| the world is the enemy of God. 


usly f 


5 Do ye think that the scripture 
saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth 


E in us lusteth "to envy ? 


6 But he 


giveth more grace. 


7 Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will 


draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 





and pleasures” to overt acts of fleshly ‘sin. 
But the “friendship of the world, enmity 


. with God,” shews that the fleshly sin, even if 


literally imputed, does but symbolise apo- 
stasy from God,according to the usage of the 
O. T. prophets, in speaking of those who go 
after strange gods; e. g. Jerem. iii, Hosea 
ii., ii, iv. &c. So St. Paul speaks of the 
Corinthian Church as a virgin whom he had 
espoused to Christ (2 Cor. xi. 2); and “the 
marriage of the Lamb" crowns the Revela- 
tion of St. John (xix. 7, xxi. 9). If those 
who are espoused to the Lord combine other 
loves with His, this is precisely the spiritual 
adultery which the prophets denounce. But 
the spiritual and carnal sins went hand in 
hand (as in the days of Moab and Midian, 
Num. xxv.) in the lewd ritesof Heathendom. 
The one was a devils sacrament of the 
other. 

But the best authorities (A, B, N, &c., 
followed by Ln., Tdf., Trg.) have only the 
words * ye adulteresses," which is more diffi- 
cult. It is not likely that the female disciples 
are singled out for rebuke. In the O. T. 
figure, God is always the bridegroom or 
husband, to whom all His people are wedded 
(Jerem. and Hosea above cited; cp. Isai. lxi. 
4, 5); and so, perhaps, all (male and female 
alike) are designated in their unfaithfulness 
as adulterous spouses of the Lord. This 
would weaken the reference to lusts of the 
flesh in verse 3; but point more sharply the 
warning against the world’s love as (in God's 
spouse) adulterous. Perhaps Rom. vii. 4 
may be taken as favouring this interpretation. 
It is, however, worthy of remark that elsewhere 
the Spouse of God or Christ is not an indi- 
vidual, but always a Church or Community, 
personified as a female. And Hofmann 
suggests that the feminine word may have been 
used in contempt of the “ effeminate.” 


Sriendship of tbe world.) Cp. x John ii. 15, 
16,—the world, as antagonistic to God, lying 
under the powers of darkness and their prince 
(Eph. ii. 2, vi. 12; John xiv. 30). We must 
make our choice; “ Ye cannot serve God and 
Mammon” (Matt. vi. 24). The very * will” 
(*would be a friend") to gain the world's 
favour incurs of itself the enmity of God.. 

But verses 4-6 require a longer examina- 


tion, which will be found at the end of the 
chapter (Add. note B). The following para- 
phrase contains the result :—“ Ye adulterous 
spouses of the Lord, know ye not that to 
love the world is to be the-enemy of God? 
Or think ye that all which Scripture saith 
of this relation of God to man is unmeaning ? 
Passionately, ay, with passion that is even , 
terrible, He yearneth for the entire posses- 
sion of the Spirit which He Himself gave 
to dwell in us (karøkısev is to be read, as 
Ln. Tdi Trg. after A, B; N) But an 
proportion to His burning jealousy is the 
abundance of the grace that He giveth. It 
is the measure of His intense yearning for 
us. Nothing short of His love could pass 
into aught so terrible ! ” 


6. Wherefore he saith.| Rather, “it saith,’ 
i.e. * the Scripture," as in verse 5. Quoted 


from Prov. iii. 34 (LXX), except that “God” 


is here substituted for *the Lord," as in the 
parallel passage (where there are several 
verbal coincidences), 1 Pet. v. 5. See also 
Rom. xii. 16. The “proud” are the 
enemies of God (verse 4), viewed as rebels; 
followers of the rebel Angel (verse 7) whom 
we are to resist, and who is baffled by those 
who humble themselves. 


7. The coincidences with x Pet. v. 5-7 
continue; there is also a reference to Christ's 
Temptation (especially Matt. iv. 10, 11);— 
all three passages testitying to the personality 
of the Tempter (see too Luke xxii. 31, seg.), 
who appears (as elsewhere) as the prince of 
this world; whose thralls the friends of the 
world necessarily become (John xii. 31, xiv. 
30). 

therefore.| Because this submission im- 
plies the humility to which God gives grace 
(verse 6). For then Christ, who conquered 
the Tempter, will fight for us; and in Him 
we shall be conquerors, because (1) we are 
*found in Him," and no one can pluck us 
out of His hand and the Father's ( John x. 28, 
seq.) ; (2) He does not allow any temptation 
to be overpowering (x Cor. x. 13); (3) His 
strength is made perfect in our weakness 
(2 Cor. xii. 9). 


8. Draw nigh to God, dyc.] Not only with 
“mouth” or “lips,” which is in effect to 
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hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded. 

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 


JAMES. IV. 


[v. 9—11. 


1I Speak not evil one of another, 
brethren. He that speaketh evil of 
his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth 
the law: but if thou judge the law, 
thou art not a doer of the law, but a 
judge. 








remain far from Him (Matt. xv. 8 ; Isai. xxix. 
13); but with “heart” and * hands,"—the 
inward disposition, the outward life and 
practice,—in sincerity and truth. And then 
He will be found. He “is not far from 
every one of us" (Acts xvii. 27): but He 
will have us seek Him; see 2 Chron. xv. 
2 Sa ii. e T5. PS. Cxlvs, n8: toS this 
which will make the devil flee.—' Draw nigh 
..and He will draw nigh,” answer to 
“Resist . >. and he will flee,” verse 8. 


Cleanse your hands, ye sinners.| Of the 
grosser forms of actual sin, and the ordinary 
and outward cleansing, e. g. from physical 
impurities or from leprosy. In x Tim. ii. 8, 
“holy hands” are among the conditions of 
acceptable prayer. 


purify your hearts, ye double minded.| The 
more subtle evil demands a higher purifica- 
tion; the word dyvitew expressing either 
special preparation for a religious service 
(John xi. 55; Acts xxi.24, 26, xxiv. 18), or, 
as here, inward sanctification (1 Pet. i. 22; 
I Jo. iil. 3). The “sinner” is one that is 
separated from Christ (Heb. vii. 26); the 
“double minded” (see on i. 8) is he who 
would fain serve God and the world (verse 
4); see 1 Kings xviii. 21; Ecclus. ii. 12 ; and 
cp. Psalm xxiv. 4. Perhaps the former is he 
who asks not, and the latter he who asks 
amiss (verses 2, 3). But both epithets may 
apply to the same persons, as viewed on 
different sides of their character ;— see Calvin. 


9. Beafflicted.] More literally, be wretched, 
i. e. feel the real wretchedness of your con- 
dition; cp. Rev. iii. 17, of the Church of 
Laodicea. If this reality is felt, repentance 
will shew itself in the outward manifestations 
of “mourning” and “ weeping,"—in dress, 
look, gesture, voice, tears: see Lu. vi 25 
We must remember the demonstrative 
character of Jewish (as generally of Oriental) 
joy (2 Sam. vi. 14, &c.) and sorrow (Lev. 
xvi. 29, 31, Num. xxv. 6, Xa) Here 
they are exhorted to avert the coming judg- 
ment by anticipating it. In ch. v. r, segq., 
comes the denunciation of the judgment 
itself, on those who have “lived in pleasure.” 


heaviness.) Downcastness, as that of the 
publican, who “would not lift up so much 
as his eyes to heaven” (Lu. xviii. 13). See 


1 Kings xxi. 27, seqq., for the partial efficacy 
of even Ahab's self-abasement. “ As a tree 
must strike root deep downward, that it may 
grow upward, a man's spirit must be rooted . 
in humility, or he is only lifted up to his own 
hurt" (Augustin. quoted by Calvin.) 


10. Humble yourselves.] Stil with refer- 
ence to verses 6, 7; see Ecclus. ii. 17, iii. 18; 
Matt. xxiii. 12 with the parallels; arid espe- 
cially Micah vii. 8, seg. In 1 Pet. v. 5, it is 
“humble yourselves under the mighty hand 
of God:” but here “in the sight of the 
Lord " expresses the self-abasement which the 
sense of His presence works; as expressed 
in Job xlii. 5, 6. 

lift you up.] Referring first to the hidden 
glory of the present dispensation; then to the 
future revelation of the consummate glory. 


11. An abrupt change, resuming the subject 
of “the tongue ;” its licence, in contrast with 
the quiet discharge of duty,—its misuse (in 
presumptuous judgments of others), in 
contrast with strict self-judgment and watch- 
fulness. 


brethren.] I. e.“ my brethren!” as so often 
in this Epistle; not *since ye are brethren." 
Yetthe appeal suggests the same argument 
in a more touching way ; cp. Act. vii. 26. 


Speak ... evil] Isinterpreted by what fol- 
lows, not of slander, but of harsh judgment, 
censoriousness. ltis almost = to condemn ; but 
without authority to condemn. 


of bis brotber.] Rather, of a brother, 
“ one that is a brother ;”—and judgeth should 
be “or judgeth,” as A, B, N, 13, and the old 
versions. 

the law.] Not merely the specific pre- 
cept, “ Judge not? (Matt. vii. 1); but iden- 
tical with “the royal law” (ii. 8), which 
embraces all,—“thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” Such a violation of the 
spirit of the “ great commandment,” is in fact 
a censure of the law itself which is summed 
up in these words. See Rom. ii. 1,13, where 
he that judges another is spoken of, and the 
“doer of the law” is opposed to the 
“hearer,” as here to the critic. To judge, 
or criticise the Law, one must be outside of, 
and above it; not within its sphere and under 
its jurisdiction, Otherwise it cannot be 
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vy. 12—17.] 


I2 There is one lawgiver, who is 
able to save and to destroy : who art 
thou that judgest another? 

13 “Go to now, ye that say, To 
day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 

I4 Whereas ye know not what 
shall be on the morrow. For what 
is your life? — "It is even a vapour, 


JAMES. IV. 


that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. 

15 For that ye ought to say, If the 
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 
or that. 

16 But now ye rejoice in your 
boastings : all such rejoicing is evil. 

17 Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth z¢ not, to him 
it is sin. 





judged comprehensively, disinterestedly, and 
(consequently) fairly. It is by “doing” it 
that a man comes to understand it (John. vii. 
17): and the doer is not likely to criticise. 


12. To judge the law belongs to the same 
authority as to make the law. The best 
authorities (A, B, N, &c.) add “and judge" 
after “lawgiver:” and these words are im- 
portant;—' the lawgiver and judge is 
One; even He who is able to save and to 
destroy ;’—He who made the Law and gives 
it validity; He who can save when man con- 
demns (Rom. xiv. 4); who can destroy the 
men who take so much upon them. See 
especially Matt. x. 28. 


to save and to destroy.) In the complete 
and final sense; see Matt. /. c. 


who art thou. . ..] Brings man’s 
nothingness into sharp contrast with the 
Majesty of God the lawgiver and judge ; and 
exposes the self-delusion of those who thus 
encroach on His prerogative. 


another ?| Probably we should read, thy 
neighbour (A, B, N, &c.); the sense being 
the same; cp. for the first, Rom. ii. 1, 21; 
for the second, supra, ii. 8. In ii. ro, rr, the 
unity of the Lawgiver was the proof of the 
unity of the whole Law. Here God, in His 
unity, is contrasted with all those to whom 
the Law is given. 


13. From presumptuous judgments of 
others it is a slight step to presumptuous 
confidence in one's own future; v. Lu. xii. 
15-20; Prov. xxvii. 1i; and see note on 
Eccles. x. 14. 


Go to.) ‘This phrase (see Gen. xi. 3, 4, 7, 
A.V.) has a scoffing tone ; which, however, is 
not found in the Greek word either here or 
in LXX, Gen. 7. c, but is derived from the 
context. Strictly, an imperative verb ought 
to follow (as in ch. v. 1); and some think 
that there 1s a long parenthesis, after which 
in ch. v. 1, “Go to” is repeated. But the 
classes rebuked in the two paragraphs are 
distinct. ‘The present sentence is really 
finished, in another form, in verse 16, “all 
such rejoicing is evil.” 


To-day or to-morrow.) Or, “to-day and 
to-morrow ;” to-day to set out, to-morrow 
to arrive. Note the chain of the scheme, 
every link of which is treated as safe ; where- 
as any one may break, and ruin the whole; 
—to-day—to-morrow—a year; all leading 
up to the object, * we will get gain.” 

into such a city.) Into this city here; 
as if pointing it out while speaking. ‘The 
character here sketched is rather Jewish than 
Christian ;. that is, St. James describes persons 
according to their nationality rather than 
their religion (see on iv. 2). We see the 
commercial genius of the nation, already 
developed by their dispersion; a people with- 
out a home, following their traffic from place 
to place. Josephus (‘ Antt.’ xx. 11, 1) de- 
scribes them as fleeing from Palestine in all 
directions to escape the avarice and cruelty 
of Gessius Florus. Compare the notices of 
Aquila (a Jew of Pontus) and Priscilla, first 
at Rome, then at Corinth (Acts xviii. 1, 2); 
then at Ephesus (75. 26; 1 Cor. xvi. 19); 
again at Rome (Rom. xvi. 3); lastly, again 
at Ephesus (2 Tim. iv. 19). 


14,15. Verse r4 is parenthetic, and verse 
15 continues verse 13, “Go to, ye that say 
.... instead of your saying" (as ye 
ought). “If” &c,. «The. A. V. aS rather 
ambiguous. 


It is.| We should probably read, Ye are 
(with A, B, &c.). 

a vapour.] Cp. Job vii. 7; Wisdom ii. 2. 
In Ps. cxliv. 4, a Greek version has “ like 
a vapour” instead of “vanity.” See too 
Hosea vi. 4, xiii. 3. The condition “If the 
Lord will, we shall live,” must precede even 
the first link in the chain of verse 13. Others 
have, “If the Lord will, and we live and do, 
this or that,” . . . the conclusion being left 
to be supplied by the readers. “Our calen- 
dars give the longest day and the shortest, 
the fasts and the festivals: but no Calendar 
gives the /ast day” (Stier). 


16. ye rejoice in your boastings.| ‘The verb 
itself implies glorying or boasting (v. Prov. 
xxvii. t, LXX); and this may be well- 
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grounded (in the Lord, in the Cross, 1 Cor. 
i. 31; Gal. vi. 14), or ill-grounded (in men, 
I Cor, ili, 21). But the noun expresses pre- 
sumptuous boasting— All such glorying 
(not, all glorying) is evil.” 

boastings.| (Plural) the aggregate of those 
instances of arrogances which form the cha- 
racter; as in ii. 1 (literally), * with respects 
of persons." 


17.] With this maxim cp. Christ's words 
in Luke xii. 47; John ix. 41, xv. 22, segq.; 
and especially xiii. 17. St. James delights in 
abrupt apophthegms, especially at the end of 
a paragraph. But here he does not merely 
say, * Now I have warned you; so, if you 
go wrong, your sin will be the greater.” 
However abrupt the style, we reasonably 
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expect to trace some connexion with the 
context. Probably, the reference is to the 
boastful rejoicing just mentioned. The Jews 
relied on their knowledge (Rom. ii. 17-20); 
and their condemnation was, that they said 
they saw; therefore their sin remained 
(John, ut supra, cp. vii. 49). Their * hearing ” 
was not “doing,” and therefore “their reli- 
gion was vain” (supra, i. 26, seg.). Some 
have suspected a direct reference to Rom. 
xiv. 23, “ Whatsoever is not of faith is 
sin.” We can scarcely assume so much: 
but the correspondence is very remarkable; 
and St. James supplements St. Paul. “It 
is sin to doubt whether a thing be right, 
and yet to do it. It is also sin to know 
that a thing is right, and yet to leave it un- 
done.” 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. IV. 
(A.) Verse 2. 


First, we must remember how often Christ 
directs His discourses, sometimes to one 
class, sometimes to another, among that 
mixed multitude which contained alike the 
ardent disciple and the half-hearted listener, 
even the secret enemy; all being within the 
pale of possible conversion so long as, from 
any motive, they were attracted to the 
Teacher. Next, we must consider the posi- 

tion of St. James and those to whom he 
wrote, as still Jews, though believers; still 
looking on their unconverted brethren as 
members of the same communion, though 
they had not yet accepted God's entire reve- 
lation. Both these classes were necessarily 
present to his mind while he wrote; as 
he was, in fact, connected with both at 
Jerusalem. See note on ch. v. 1, and Intro- 
duction, ii. 

‘We can comprehend, therefore, the state 
of things here indicated, without directly 
imputing it to the Christians themselves. 
Perhaps, indeed, we are too apt to picture 
to ourselves the Apostolic times as a golden 
age of a spotless Church. ‘The Epistles 
to the Corinthians and Galatians are enough 
to destroy this illusion. But St. James’s 
description is far beyond anything that can 
be imputed to the Christians of his time. 
It is, however, no exaggerated portrait of that 
state of Jerusalem which made the Temple 
(literally) a den of robbers. ‘The well- 
known politico-religious party of the Zealots 
was probably at first a sincere brotherhood 
of enthusiasts, not unworthy of the Mac- 
cabees, whose era they hoped to revive. 
Their zeal, we may believe, was for God, 
though they misread the leadings of His 
providence, and did not recognise His king- 
dom as it came. Such a one Judas of Galilee 
(of Gamala, the Gaulonite) may have been, 


whose insurrection in the time of the Census 
(Acts v. 37; Joseph. ‘ Antt.’ xviii. 1, 1 and 6) 
marks the popular consciousness of the 
utter departure of the sceptre from Judah. 
Such, certainly, was Simon the Zealot—Ca- 
naanite, or Gananzan, is a name formed from 
the corresponding Hebrew kannd (Exod. xx. 5) 
—so called, doubtless, from his former associa- 
tions. Such was Saul of Tarsus (though 
he was of the school of Gamaliel, grand- 
son of that Hillel who gave his name to the 
moderate party), a zealot for God and the 
traditions of the fathers (Acts xxii. 3; Gal. 
i, 14;—see Introduction to the Acts, vol. 
ii. 337). And St. James himself says (Acts 
xxi. 20) of the “many myriads” of believers 
at Jerusalem that they were all “zealots of 
the law.” But while many became Chris- 
tians, the Zealots, as a body, became asso- 
ciated, and popularly identified, with the 
dagger-men (sicarii, Acts xxi. 38), or mur- 
derers, in the Jewish war. Josephus uses 
the names as convertible in describing the 
bands of Eleazar (a descendant of Judas of 
Galilee), John of Giscala, and Simon, son of 
Gioras (* B. J.’ ii. 17, 9; vii. 8, 1 and 2, &c.). 
But it must be remembered that they 
were Josephus’ bitter enemies. This bas- 
tard “ zeal,” or “zealotry,” developed itself 
in two directions during the times of anarchy. 
In some, it became bloody fanaticism; to 
others it was a mere cloak for rapine, murder, 
and all brutality. The doings of the Zealots 
are the crowning horrors of the siege of 
Jerusalem. The mischief had not yet reached 
its climax; for before that came, St. James 
“the Just” himself became their victim. But 
this is probably the allusion in his words: 
and if these may be fairly rendered ye play 
the murderers (sicarii) and zealots, 
there will be no lack of force in them. 
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(B.) Verses 5, 6. 


'T'he interpretations of this passage are be- 
yond numbering. Referring, therefore, once 
for all, to the condensed summary in 
Theile, ‘Comm. in Ep. Jac. pp. 213-229, 
let us enquire what points may be considered 
as accepted. ‘These will guide us to the 
general result. 

1. The word or (omitted in A.V.) carries 
us back to verse 4, * Know ye not that . . ., 
or do ye think:” so that “the Scripture" 
(whether quoted, or only referred to) is 
something equivalent to the foregoing clause ; 
the alternatives being that the world's friend- 
ship is God's enmity, or that the Scripture 
speaks in vain. A note of interrogation 
should therefore follow Aéye. It is indeed 
objected that Aéye; must then be translated 
* speaks," not “says” (as neuter, not tran- 
sitive); and that this is contrary to usage. 
But (a) in Heb. ix. 5, wept àv oùk ears viv 
Aéyew karà pépos, it is simply “to speak." 
Besides, (4) the verb has an intermediate use, 
especially where it refers to something going 
before, meaning “to say this, to say so.” 
So in the parenthetic clause “I speak (or 
say this) as a man," Rom. iii. 5, vi. 19; and 
cp. 1 Cor. x. 15, xv. 34; 2 Cor. vii. 3, viii. 
8, xi. 21 (in Gal. iii. 15, the reference seems 
to be to what follows). And though the 
words usually introduce a quotation, they 
may refer to something already stated. 
Moreover, an appeal to the authority of 
Scripture, to confirma foregoing general state- 
ment, does not imply a verbal quotation of 
any one passage, but may be taken as a sum- 
mary of the general teaching of Scripture 
(e. g. in Rom. ii. 24; cp. 1 Kings ii. 3; Matt. 
xxvi 24; Mark ix. 13); whereas, when the 
words “it is written,” or the like, stand 
first, they must be followed by an actual 
quotation. 

2. Now the words which here follow 7 
pad?) Aéyec cannot be found in form or even 
in substance, either in the O. T., or (as has 
been attempted) in the N. T. Perhaps 
Deut. xxxii. 21, segg., and Isai. lxiil. 7-11, 
come nearest. But all attempts at identifica- 
tion fail. And the suggestion that the writer 
means to quote Prov. iii. 34, but after the 
words “the Scripture saith” interpolates a 
paraphrase of his quotation, which then fol- 
lows with “wherefore He saith,” in verse 6, 
needs no refutation. 

3. Again, the ordinary rules of construc- 
tion require that emumodei (verse 5) and 
diSwou yápw (verse 6) should have the same 
nominative case. If ù ypaph Aéye - 
p.el(ova b€ Sidwor xápw are assumed as cor- 
relatives, the result is a mere false antithesis. 
And if xardiace (the true reading, as A, B, 
M) is balanced with p. dé dfS@ar xápw, this 


is equally false; the real antithesis being 
between mpòs POdvov emurodei and clws 
xápw. Again, did@au xápw, occurring twice 
in verse 6, must have the same meaning both 
times; whence it follows, that eds (sug- 
gested by deotd &xÓpa, leod éxÓpós in verse 4) 
is the nominative to all three verbs, émimo6et 
s. o Oldoar. . . Coru 

4. If then 6eós be the nominative to 
emumobet, the verb must be used in a good 
sense, as it is everywhere else in N. T., 
Rom. i11; 2 Gorev. 2, ix^ 149 Phill 1:68; 
ii, 265) 1 Dho ti 652 Dina mi Pet ines 
and so émuroÓía, Rom. xv. 23; émwmóÜmnros, 
Phil. iv. i; émwróÓ0gous (note its connexion 
with such words as áyavákrgow, pdBos, 
Gros, éxdiknots) 2 Cor. vii. 7, xr. It is 
therefore not * to lust" (as it seems to be in 
Ecclus. xxv. 21, and perhaps in Ps. lxii. (1xi.) 
11, LX X), but “to long affectionately, pas- 
sionately for” a person or thing. 

Proceeding from these data we must 
understand rò mvedua as an accusative after 
emuroÜei, meaning not the Divine Person, 
but the Spirit which God has given us. If 
karæøkņnoev were read, it would be the Holy 
Ghost dwelling in us, and might be the 
nominative; but this would produce con- 
fusion between mvedya and ĝeós, as subjects 
of the verbs, and would require nuas to be 
awkwardly supplied after émuro6et. i 

Omitting for the present the words mpòs 
Odvov, we find the dominant idea through- 
out to be contained in the word “ adulter- 
esses" in verse 4. And the allusion in 7 
ypapy eyes is to the virtual identity be- 
tween the friendship of the world and the 
enmity of God, as exhibited throughout the 
whole of the O. T. history, and enforced in 
the continual assertion of God's claim to the 
exclusive love and devotion of those whom 
He takes to be His own (“ Thou shalt have 
no other gods before Me ;’—“ Hear, O Israel, 
the LORD our God is one LonD; and thou 
shalt love the Lorp thy Gop with all thine 
heart, &c; Exod) xx, 3; Deut vie 4 Mee, 
adopted and ratified by CHRIST in Hisrdis- 
courses); and especially in those frequent 
passages where the prophets use the figures 
of human love, wedlock, and adultery. Note 
on the one hand the combination of impurity 
with idolatry in the false worship to which 
the Israelites were tempted; and on the other 
the significant punishment of the adulterer 
under the law of Moses. God was wedded 
to His people. Therefore, His was a jealous 
love; and the love of the world was infidelity 
to Him. 

Thus understood, “the Spirit” for which 
God craves so peremptorily, is not that which 
He breathed into man on the day of creation, 
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but that which He makes ours when the 
Holy Ghost imparts to us the gift of Him- 
self, to dwell in us, moulding and informing 
our spirits, and making our bodies His 
temples by His presence;—yet so, that it is 
still possible for us to lose Him, by grieving 
Him and doing Him despite (Eph. iv. 30; 
Heb. x. 29). Compare Rom. viii. 23-27, for 
the strivings of the’ Holy Spirit for and in 
those who * have the first-fruits of the Spirit," 
—He who dwells within them struggling to 
retain His place, while the contest goes on 
between the deep love of Gop to man, and 
that necessity (so to speak) of His perfect 
holiness which must destroy the defiler (or 
destroyer) of His temple (1 Cor. iii. 17). 

But what are we to say of the phrase zpós 
@Odvov? It cannot be translated “against 
envy.” Most modern commentators render 
it, “even unto jealousy.” This is simple; 
and few would question it, if the ideas 
of ésvos and ($Xos were philosophically 
identical. Usually, however, they are con- 
trasted ; see Aristot. Rhet. ii. 11: (dgovepóv 
rò Ociov, the heathen maxim in Herod. i. 32, 
&c., is altogether different, ascribing to the 
Deity a grudge against man’s excessive pros- 
perity). And yet the words “Gop craveth 
for the Spirit, which He hath made to dwell 
in us, even to the point of—®@dvos,” are 
such as to make any other interpretation still 
more difficult; so that we must submit to 
interpret dóvos, not indeed as = (jos, 
but as that into which (2Aos passes, when 
the provocation reaches the extreme point. 
For there is a relation between jealousy and 
envy; though jealousy presupposes love, 
whereas envy implies hate. Both are com- 
bined in Plato, Symp. 213 D (cp. also Phaedr. 
243 C); and though one shrinks from quo- 
ting such passages in connexion with St. 
James's thought,—for they describe the in- 
sanity of unruly passion venting itself in 
spiteful tricks, —yet the words (yAorvmróv 
kat POovayv, “jealous and envious,” are so 
coupled as to shew that the contrast of their 
meanings is sometimes lost sight of. 

Thus the fundamental idea is, as before, 
the. wedded bond between God and His 
people, dissoiuble only by such profligate 
faithlessness as in human nature would 
turn love to hate, but here combines 
in one, love and hate, passionate yearning 
and envy (émuroei mpós POdvov); as if no- 
thing short of such a startling paradox could 
shadow forth the combination of the Divine 
attributes. —the love that is jealous, the 
jealousy that slays: see Deut. vi. 15; and 
cp. ib. xxxi. rr (LXX), where émuroGeiv 
occurs, followed (in verses 15-22) by the 
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apostasy of Israel and the fury of God’s ven- 
geance. ‘That affection, which in its purity 
is Love, becomes, when suspicion is roused, 
jealousy; and, when the apostasy of the 
spouse is certain and irremediable, is changed 
into something still more terrible, of which 
the deadly workings are described in sundry 
portions of Holy Writ (e. g. Deut. ll. cc.; 
Ezek. xxiii, &c.); and which seems to be 
here expressed, for want of a more accurate 
word, by *envy;"—being the passion into 
which jealousy changes, when certainty super- 
sedes suspicion, *for the Lord thy God is a 
consuming fire, even a jealous God”. (Deut. 
iv. 24). This is indeed a figure of speech 
most strange and startling in its application 
to God and His Holy Spirit! Yet our 
choice among all the renderings which 
have been proposed, seems to lie only 
between this and one other, not very dif- 
erent from the A. V. but treating, as 
above, 7 pad; Aéye as a question :— 
“The spirit which God gave to dwell in us 
carries its longings even to envy (see verses 
I, 2, "wars, fightings, . . . . from your 
lusts”): but He, who gave that spirit, gives 
all the more abundant grace to control it; 
wherefore,” &c. This gets rid of the diffi- 
culty in the translation of @édvos: but it 
creates several others, some of which have 
already been considered in detail. It con- 
nects the thought exclusively with verses 1—3, 
so that the mention of the friendship of the 
world in verse 4 loses its importance, and 
all reference to the bond of spiritual wedlock 
and its violation disappears. Consequently 
it requires the adoption of the inferior read- 
ing, “ye adulterers and adulteresses ;” and 
these words must then be used in their literal, 
not their spiritual sense. The omission of 
the nominative before peifova 8e diSaou yápw 
becomes on this view intolerable. “The 
balance of God’s resistance to the overween- 
ing and His graciousness to the humble is 
injured : for He is represented solely in His 
attribute of mercy, even while sinners are 
still impenitent; whereas St. James depicts 
the terrors of the LoRD as enhanced, to 
those that brave them, by the mercies which 
have been rejected; he shadows forth the 
great war against the Evil One and the 
world which is in bondage to him: and he 
shews that we must take one side or the 
other, because we cannot be the friends of 
God and of the world. But if we choose 
the world’s love, we are more than mere 
enemies of God. Because we have enjoyed 
His love, we are rebels, apostates, ay, adul- 
terous spouses. 


v. 1—3.] 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Wicked rich men are to fear God's vengeance. 
7 We ought to be patient in afflictions, after 
the example of the prophets, and Job: 12 to 
Jorbear swearing, 13 to pray in adversity, 
to sing in prosperity: 16 to acknowledge 
mutually our several faults, to pray one for 
another, 19 and to reduce a straying brother 
to the truth. 
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O to now, ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you. 

2 Your riches are corrupted, and 

your garments are motheaten, 
3 Your gold and silver is cankered ; 
and the rust of them shall be a wit- 
ness against you, and shall eat your 





CHAP. V. 1. Go to now.] See on iv. 13, 
where the rebuke was directed against those 
who hasted to be rich, and made sure of 
living to gain their object. Here St. James 
turns abruptly to those who are rich, 
only thinking of themselves, careless of 
charity, humanity, or even justice. ‘The 
common feature of the two classes is their 
presumption in boasting of the morrow. 

In ii. 2—7, the entrance of a rich man into 
a Christian assembly leads to the thought of 
the treatment of the poor believer by the 
rich; but it is not certain that the rich man 
is represented as a professing Christian (see 
note) And many think that the burst of 
indignation here is not directed against those 
to whom St. James is writing (the customary 
* Brethren” does not occur from iv. 13 to 
v. 6 inclusive), but is to be understood 
like the denunciations of the enemies of God's 
people (which it so much resembles) in the 
Books of the Prophets; the point of applica- 
tion lying in the concluding exhortation to 
patience (verse 7), in the confidence that the 
time of the oppressor is short. See the same 
suggestion in 2 Thess. i. 5, segg. But the 
subject is wider. -The disciples of St. James 
in becoming Christians had not ceased to be 
Jews. ‘They were members not only of the 
nation, but of the Church which was co- 
extensive with it. They had received an 
additional revelation, but not a call to sever 
themselves (so long as they were not violently 
severed) from the commonwealth of Israel. 
'The Church at Jerusalem was the Society 
of those Israelites who were true to their 
God, listening to His revelations, believing 
on Him whose coming had been so long 
locked for. They were, in this sense, the 
true Israel, the element of vitality in a mass 
which it was still possible that they might 
leaven. (See Bouman, pp. 37-39.) Note the 
words spoken by St. James to St. Paul in 
Acts xxi. 20-24, and his submission to them, 
ib. 26; and the broad distinction made be- 
tween the Jews and the Gentiles which had 
believed (75. 20-25). This denunciation of 
woe (for such it is, rather than a call to 
repentance) is addressed to persons who were 
still formally within the pale of God's Church 
along with *the election," *the true Israel" 
though they were cutting themselves off from 


it (v. Rom. x. xi). The night was fast 
closing in upon them, but their day of grace 
was not wholly past. (See Introduction, ii.) 


Even to eyes devoid of prophetic specula- 
tion, the coming miseries must have been 
casting their shadows darkly forward at this 
time, in the preparations for the siege of Jeru- 
salem. ‘The key to this paragraph is Christ's 
discourse in Matt. xxiv.; and “the last 
days," *the coming of the Lord," must be 
interpreted according to the general analogy 
of Apostolic thought on this subject, the 
times and the seasons remaining unrevealed 
(ib. 36). The tribulations are those which 
usher in the kingdom of Christ in glory; 
comfortless to such as look not for Him, 
but birth-pangs of joy (ó8tvov, ib. 8; cp. John 
Xvi. 21) to those who do; affecting the whole 
Dispersion—indeed all the Believers through- 
out the world—as well as the Jews of Je- 
rusalem; because in the expectation of the 
Apostolic Christians her destruction was con- 
nected not only typically, but: actually, with 
the Judgment Day. 


that shall come upon you.| ‘That are coming 
upon you (cp. Luke xxi. 26, 35), either 
* soon," or “suddenly ;” probably, both. 


2. Tour riches are corrupted.| The general 
term comes first; particulars are specified 
afterwards. These riches are not to be 
thought of as stores of merchandise (which 
would rather belong to iv. 13-15). The 
wealth of the ancients was of a miscellaneous 
sort, consisting not merely of the precious 
metals, but of more perishable things. Cp. 
what Horace (Epist. i. 6. 40) says of Lu- 
cullus. It is still the Oriental fashion to 
heap up garments, shawls, carpets, and all 
manner of stuffs, as the furniture of a princely 
house. See Matt. xxii. rir, r2, where it is 
implied that wedding-garments were pro- 
vided for the king's guests. Such wealth as 
this was liable to corruption and decay, and 
especially to the ravages of the moth. Similar 
allusions are found in Matt. vi. r9, seg.; 
Job xiii. 28 ; Isai. l. 9, li. 8. 


3.] Gold and silver are not, strictly speak- 
ing, liable to “canker” or “rust.” But they 
are liable to be so tarnished as to justify the 
use of the words; cp. the Epistle of Jere- 
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flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days. 

4 Behold, the hire of the labourers 
who have reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth; and the cries of them which 
have reaped are entered into the ears 


of the Lord of sabaoth. 


JAMES. V. 


[v. ue Te 


5 Ye have lived in pleasure on 
the earth, and been wanton ; ye have 
nourished your hearts, as in a day of 
slaughter., 

6 Ye have condemned and killed 
the just; and he doth not resist 
you.. 

7 "Be patient therefore, breth- 





miah, 24. Chaucer (Prologue to the *Per- 
soune’s Tale’) has— 


* And this figure he added yet therto, 
That if gold xuste, what shuld iren do?” 


a witness] Cp. Matt. x. 18, xxiii. 3r. 


as it were fire.] By some, these words are 
thrown into the next sentence—“ treasured 
up, as it were, fire" (cp. Prov. xvi. 27 in 
LXX); but not so well Cp. “our God 
is a consuming fire,” Heb. xii. 29, from 
Deut.iv.24. 'The glowing metal itself (per- 
haps in the form of fetters, unconsciously 
hugged by the greedy) is thought of as 
clinging, consuming the living flesh. After 
this comes a fresh thought. Men lay up 
treasure for the future; but these did it “in 
(not for) the last days." This is spoken as 
if from the very last day of all. When the end 
came, it found them heaping up treasures 
which they could never use. See Matt. xxiv. 
38, Luke xvii. 26, 28, of the days of Noah 
and Lot; and the parable of the rich fool in 
Luke xii. 16, segg. 


4. the hire of tbe labourers.] The Mosaic 
law was very jealous for the rights of those 
who had nothing but their labour: see Levit. 
Xix. 13; Deut. xxiv. 14, seg. But the rebukes 
in Jerem. xxii. 13; Mal. iii. 5 (cp. Job xxiv. 6, 
seqq.; Tobit iv. 14; Ecclus. xxxiii. 30 seg.) 
shew the neglect of the duty. The ill-gotten 
gear crieth (like the blood of Abel, the sin of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. iv. 10, xviii. 20, 
xix. 13); cp. Habak. ii. 11; Luke xix. 40. 
And the ears of the Lord are open to the 
cry, as in the Egyptian bondage (Exod. ii. 
23). ‘Those who have no earthly protector 
have Him; the Lord of Sabaoth, the Lord of 
Hosts is His name. The Hebrew Sabaoth, 
preserved also in Rom. ix. 29, from the LXX, 
unites the ideas of might and glory; the an- 
gelic hosts being connected with the reve- 
lation of Sinai (Deut. xxxiii. 2; Ps. Ixviii. 17), 
and with the Last Judgment (Dan. vii. 10; 
Matt. xxv. 31; 2 Thess. i. 7; Jude 14). Cp. 
LXX, Isai. v. 9. 


fields.) The word implies large tracts of 
land, /az;fundia, as in Johniv. 35; Luke xii. 16. 


5. Ye have lived... . ye have nourished. | 
Read, ye lived ...ye nourished, and 


soin next verse, ye condemned. The tenses 
are emphatic. St. James speaks as if in 
retrospect from the Judgment Day: “ Ye did 
thus and thus: but. it is all over now!” 
“Ye lived in luxury and wantonness (1 Tim. 
v. 6); ye nourished, pampered your hearts ” 
(Acts xiv. 17). If “as in a day of slaughter ” 
be read, the “slaughter” must refer to the 
preparations for feasting; cp. Isai. xxii, r2, 
13; Jer. xii. 3. But, omitting “as” (so A, B, 
N*, 15, Vulg., Memph.), their own slaughter 
is probably indicated. There is here an 
echo of Christ’s teaching in Luke xii. 16-21, 
Xvi. 19-31; see too Ecclus. xiii. 


6. Ye condemned (not ave condemned 
and), ye killed the Just (or Righteous) One.] 
Suggested by Christ’s words, Matt. xxiii. 35 
(cp. Sicaov.... Tod Sixaiov.. . . po- 
vevcare there), of the sin of the Jews, from 
age to age, in killing the prophets of God; 
till in the fulness of time, when God sent His 
own Son, they slew Him also (id. xxi. 33, 
segg.; Luke xiii. 33, seg.) The idea had 
been so distinctly developed in Wisd. ii. 
ro-20, that that passage must have been ac- 
cepted as a Messianic prophecy, if it had not 
been recognised as a summary of prophecies 
already extant, the religious instincts of the 
people forecasting the shape in which these 
should be fulfilled. When thus led up to 
the Person towards whom all prophecy 
converged, we cannot accept the series of 
historical details without seeing here that 
event, the great Antitype of all, which shews 
us the significance of the rest—the one blood- 
shedding, to which all the others point; in 
short, the death of the only Victim to whom 
the title of “the Just, the Righteous One” 
belongs (Acts iii. 14, vii. 52, xxii. r4; cp. 
I John ii. 1) Cp. Bp. Jebb’s ‘Sacred 
Literature, xiii. pp. 258-267. 


be doth not resist you.] (Omit *and.") 
Compare Isai. lii. 7, and see Matt. v. 39, 
Xxvi. 63, Xxvii. 12-14; 1 Pet. ii. 21, segg. 

It is miserably inadequate to give * wearied 
and harassed to death” as the equivalent of 
* condemned murdered ;” and can 
only be accounted for by the persuasion that 
St. James was here denouncing a sin which 
the Christians had committed. But see note 
Supra,v. 1i, ‘True, the Jews of the Dispersion 
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v. 8—10. | 145 
^^» ren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
t fone Behold, the husbandman  waiteth 
ence. : : 

| for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until 


hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. 
"Grudge not one against an- !O» 
Groan, or, 
other, brethren, lest ye be condemned : Grzve»oZ 


he receive the early and latter 
rain. 
8 Be ye also patient; stablish your 





behold, the judge standeth before the 
door. 
IO Take, my brethren, the pro- 





had had no part in this particular act; 
but in this the national sin had culminated, 
and from this the thought goes on to the 
various other sins, which differed rather 
in degree than in kind. The crucifixion 
of Christ was a sin representative of a class. 

A very few years later, St. James himself 
followed his Lord, being murdered at Jeru- 
salem by those very Jews who had given him 
the surname of “the Just,” or “the Righteous,” 
and called him “the Bulwark of the people.” 
See Introduction, i. 2. 

"7. Be patient.| Or, “long-suffering,” as 
elsewhere translated, whether in expectation 
(Heb. vi. 15) or in endurance: here in both. 
Used of God, as bearing with sinners and 
delaying vengeance, in Rom. ii. 4, &c. 

Herder remarks the pathos with which, 
at the very climax, when instant vengeance 
was to be looked for, the curtain falls with 
* Patience, brethren, patience!" But the 
words “therefore” here, and “be ye also 
patient,” in verse 8, imply a connexion, not 
a transition. ‘They recall the attitude of the 
Christ before His murderers; see the pro- 
phecy and the history (Isai. lii. 7; Matt. 
xxvii 12-14; cp. Rom. xii. 19, seg.; 1 Pet. 
ii. 19, seqq., lii. 17, seqq.) But all this has its 
limit. “ Patience, until the coming of the 
Lord: He will redress the balance, if, mean- 
while, you imitate His meekness and pa- 
tience!? See 2 Thess. i. 6, 7, where St. Paul 


joins comfort to the sufferers with terrors 


to the enemy. The “coming” is Christ's, 
and the whole passage refers to Him ; there- 
fore He isthe Lord here spoken of, though St. 
James uses that title both of the Father and 
the Son. His Second Advent is indicated 
vaguely; perhaps dimly conceived of; for we 
know that the *times" were hidden even 
from those to whom so much was revealed ; 
cp. Matt. xxiv. 27,36; but it must have been 
recognised, in type and germ at least, in the 
approaching day of Jerusalem. 


tbe busbandman.] See the parable, Matt. 
xiii. 39. The point of comparison here is 
that faith in the future which makes all 
present trials bearable. So St. Paul treats 
husbandry as a work of faith, even faith 
(virtually) in the Resurrection of the dead, 
I Cor. ix, 10, Xv. 36, segg.; cp. also Ecclus. 
vi. 19. 


New Test.—V or. IV. 





until be receive,] Rather, “ until it receive.” 


early and latter rain.] Often mentioned 
in thero. D dex DEUC AEA Nera 
Hos. vi. 3; and especially Joel ii. 23: the 
former rain, and the latter rain in the first 
month”; the * early rain” falling in the early 
part of the civil year, about October, soon 
after seed-time; ‘‘the latter" at the begin- 
ning of the ecclesiastical year, about March. 
The former made the seed sprout, the latter 
filled the ears before the ripening. It is to 
be remembered that “the first fruits” were 
offered in the Temple service on the morrow 
of the Paschal Sabbath, i.e. on the day of 
Christ’s Resurrection (Levit. xxiii. To, 11; 
cp. I Cor. xv. 20). 


8. also.] I.e. as Christ was; as "there- 
fore viin verse f. 


stablish your hearts.| Brace, nerve them to 
endure all that comes between; cp. 1 Thess. 
iii. r3. The prospect of the Lord's coming 
makes this easy, for it is at hand (as the 
word is rightly translated in Matt. iii. 2; 
Mark i. 15). 


9. lest ye be condemned.] Or, judged (as 
all the best authorities) ; see Matt. vii. r, 
which suggests the idea of passing sentence 
on our brethren, as included in grudge (marg. 
groan, or grieve). But probably, the thought 
is, “If ye grieve under ill-usage, yet let it not 
be as invoking vengeance on those who use 
you ill"  Long-suffering has the promise 
of the reward; the want of it becomes un- 
charitableness, and therefore is “in danger of 
the judgment. The Judge (ż. e. the Lord 
at His coming), who is already at the door 
(Matt. xxiv. 33; Mark xiii. 29, and especially 
Rev. iii. 20), ready to avenge His own elect, 
will judge you, if your faith and charity fail; v. 
Matt. v. 39; Rom. xii. 19, on the one side; 
and Luke xviii, 7, 8; 2 Thess. i. 6; 1 Peter 
iv. 19, on the other. 

10. who have spoken.| Who spake. 

in the name of the Lord.| ‘The idea of 
* prophet” is of one who speaks in the name 
of God: not out of his own heart, but as he 
is moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter i. 21), 
This exhortation carries us back to Matt. v. 
11, 12, “ Blessed are ye (pakáptot, as pakapi- 
Couev here) . . . . when men shall per- 
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phets, who have spoken in the name 
of the Lord, for an example of suffer- 
ing affliction, and of patience. 

II Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have seen 
the end of the Lord; that the 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy. 





JAMES. V. 


[v. 11—13. 


12 But above all things, my breth- 
ren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any 
other oath: but let your yea be yea; 
and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into 
condemnation. 

I3 Is any among you afflicted? 
let him pray. Is any merry? let 
him sing psalms. 





secute you . . . for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you.” See 
this amplified, Heb. xi. 1—xii. 11, especially 
xi. 32-38. From all this, as well as the 
reference to Job in verse rr, it is plain that 
the “prophets” are those of the Old Dispen- 
sation, not of the Apostolic age. 


of suffering affliction, and of patience.| Not 
one idea (as of suffering with patience), but 
two; “of the sufferings which you are to 
expect, because they are the badge of your 
profession (2 Tim. iii. 12); and of the spirit 
in which they must be borne ;” the first being 
the more prominent in Matt. /. c., the second 
here. “May you not be content, if you 
are dealt with as they were? Must you 
not rejoice, if your reward is like theirs?” 
See 2 Cor. iv. 17. 


ll. them... which endure.| ‘This would 
comprise not only the prophets above-men- 
tioned, but all who follow their faith and share 
their trials. ` But the better-attested reading 
(A, B, X, Vulg., Syr.) is, “who endured.” 
From Matt. x. 22, we supply “to the end.” 
In these instances the reward was not in this 
world, but it was a matter of faith that in 
God’s mercy the sufferings would not always 
remain unrecompensed; cp. 2 Thess. l. 5, 
seqq. But the example of Job was recorded 
and “heard of" (Job xlii. 7, segg.; Ezek. xiv. 
14; see Tobit ii. 12-15, in the Vulgate). 


have seen the end of the Lord.| ‘These 
words, which in themselves might refer to 
the example of our Lord in His Passion, 
must from the context mean the conclusion 
with which God crowned the trials of Job. 
The words “that the Lord is,” &c., are 
added by way of explanation. 


very pitiful.| Literally, “abounding in 
bowels of compassion.” 

It has been asked why St. James limits 
himself to O. T. examples, and does not refer 
to our Lord's Passion. Answer—(r) he has 
already done so in verses 6, 7; (2) he is 
writing with his mind full of the Sermon on 
the Mount, v. 1o being suggested by Matt. v. 
Io-I2, and v. 12 being a paraphrase of id. 


33-37. 


12.] The parallelism between this and 
Matt. v. 33-37 (omitting the reasons given 
by Christ for each precept) is as follows :— 


Sr. MATTHEW, Sr. JAMEs. 


Swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the 
earth, 


Swear not at all, neither by 
heaven ...: nor by the 
eunt s 

neither by Jerusalem . . .; 
neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head ...: 
butlet your communication 
be yea, yea : and nay, nay: 
for whatsoever is more than 
these cometh of evil, 


neither by any other oath ; 


but let your yea be yea, 
and your nay, nay: 
lest ye fall into condem- 
nation. 


That which St. James makes prominent in 
the last clause is implicitly contained in St. 
Matthew: “Say Yea, yea; Nay, nay; and 
nothing more." Again, * Let your yea stand 
simply and surely for yea; and your zay for 
nay. Say no more than you mean: make 
it clear that you mean precisely what you 
say." ‘The conclusion in each case corre- 
sponds with its antecedent—(z) “ nothing 
more: for that is evil;” (2) “nothing differ- 
ent, lest ye be condemned.” Note that the 
vain use of God’s name is not noticed in 
either passage, though Christ (/. c.) shews 
how all swearing whatsoever contains a vir- 
tual appeal to Him. Hence it would seem 
that both these warnings refer, not to the 
confirmation of the truth by a solemn appeal 
to God on due occasion, but to a habit of 
using oaths lightly in business or conversa- 
tion, especially (if we take the position of this 
verse into account) under irritating circum- 
stances. In St. Matthew, an exhortation 
against revenge of injuries follows, and here 
patience is inculcated in verses 7-11; verse 
I2 may connect these with the “ afflictions,” 
&c., of verse 13, * Bear evil patiently: let no 
irritation, however natural under wrong or 
suffering shew itself in swearing (again note 
the importance attached to sins of the 
tongue !). Affliction must vent itself in prayer, 
as cheerfulness in praise." See the passage 
from Bp. Sanderson on ‘Oaths’ vii. ri; 
(Works iv. p. 356, seg.), quoted by Bp. Words- 
worth here. In 2 Cor. i. 17-20, there are 
some remarkable verbal coincidences with 
this passage. But while the thought in St. 
James and St. Matthew is nearly the same, 


v. 14—215.] 


I4 Is any sick among you? let 
him call for the elders of the church ; 
and let them pray over him, anoint- 
ing him with oil in the name of the 


Lord : 


JAMES V. 


15 And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have com- 
ake sins, they shall be forgiven 

im. 





St. Paul is dwelling on the combination of 
yea AND nay—faith and doubt, assurance and 
uncertainty; “ yea” being that which is, the 
objective truth (cp. Amen, as a name of 
Christ, in Rev. ii. r4), while “nay” is its 
negative and contradictory. So Shakspeare, 
‘King Lear, iv. 6, “To say dy and.JVo, to 
every thing I said! dy and No too was no 
good divinity !” 


13. afficted?] The word elsewhere in 
N. T. is used of outward suffering (cp. 
2 Tim. ii. 3, 9, iv. 5); here (in contrast with 
“merry ”) of the inward sense of suffering. 
The remedy is Prayer: not necessarily to 
obtain the removal of the trial, but at any 
rate for the increase of faith, to raise the 
spirits, so that we be comforted (confortari) 
and of good cheer. Mirth (in the modern 
sense of the word) is not meant; but a 
temper cheerful, faithful, and hopeful, to 
sustain us while work is still to be done. 
See Acts xxvii. 22, 25, 36, for the courage 
imparted by St. Paul to his shipmates. ‘The 
“afflicted " and the “merry” may be the 
same persons, first praying to God to re- 
move their burden, and, when He has heard 
their prayers, singing to Him with thanks- 
giving. “Psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs" are joined with thanksgivings as the 
outpourings of Christian joy in Eph. v. 19, 
the Psalter of David having for ever stamped 
the word with its religious meaning among 
Jews and Christians. So, “I wil pray... 
I will sing” . . . x Cor. xiv. 15, seqq. 

Are these clauses interrogative, “Is any 
one," &c.? or hypothetical, ^Put the case, 
one is,” &c.? The difference is very slight, 
but the latter form seems rather the more 
vivid, and connects itself more clearly with 
the foregoing verses. There is the same 
doubt in 1 Cor. vii. 18. 


14. Is any sick ...?] Seelastnote. Some 
limit this to such sicknesses as have been 
sent to punish the sins mentioned in verse 
15 (see note there, and cp. 1 Cor. xi. 30). 
We recognise, indeed, the mysterious con- 
nexion of all suffering with sin in a world 
which has been put out of joint by the Fall. 
But this very truth disproves the limitation. 
Besides, in verse 15, it is, “¿f he have com- 
mitted sins," which cannot refer to all the 
cases here mentioned. 


the elders of the church. ] Doubtless within 
this body of “presbyters” were found (though 


not exclusively) all the miraculous gifts of 
the Spirit, and especially that of healing, 
But the words point not to certain gifted in- 
dividuals, as such, but to a solemn visit of 
the Body, as the representatives—in ecclesi- 
siastical language, the “ Persons” — of the 
Church of which they are the ministers. So 
they are joined with the Apostles in Acts xv. 
6.2229: tepi r Peterty, T? 


let them pray over him.| We seem to 
see them bending over the bedridden man 
(cp. Luke iv, 39 with Matt. viii. 14) while 
they pray for him; cp. too Acts xix. 13. It 
has been thought that the imposition of 
hands along with prayer is implied. Not im- 
probable in itself; but not contained in the 
words. 


anointing bim with oil] So Mark vi. 13: 
“ They (the Twelve) anointed with oil many 
that were sick, and healed them.” Isai. i. 6, 
and Luke x. 34, are referred to for the heal- 
ing properties of oil and its use. But the 
use of oil as an outward sign in these 
cases belongs to its more extensive use as 
a religious symbol, e.g. in the unction of 
King, Priest, Prophet, as well as of the 
vessels of the sanctuary; see Exod. xxx. 
23-33; Ps. cxxxili. 2, &c. Hence the name 
MESSIAH, CHRIST, THE ANOINTED ONE 
(Ps. ii. 2, &c.) And this anointing symbol- 
ised the unction of the Holy Spirit, 1 Sam. 
X. I, 9, Xvi. 12, seg. ; cp: Isai. lxi. 1 (Luke 
iv. 18); Acts x. 38;-2 Cor. l at, segs 
1 John ii. 20, 27. Weare within the sphere 
of the Holy Spirit's manifestation of Himself 
in visible miracles. yet all in orderly grada- 
tion. Christ spoke the word, and a miracle 
was wrought. His Apostles spoke, as a rule, 
in His name, with the same result. ‘These. 
elders do not speak as having authority, but 
4 pray;" and “the prayer of faith” 1s the 
means of healing. Christ Himself sometimes 
used outward symbols, e.g. John ix. 6, 11. 
Some suggest “medicated oils; but com- 
mon sense shews us that something is 
described here utterly different from the ordi- 
nary blessing of God on medical appliances. 

in the name of the Lord.) Not to be 
joined with “ pray," but with “anointing ;” 
the name of Christ being the power which 
made the outward symbol a means of grace; 
see the confession of the Apostles in Acts iii. 
16, iv. 10—12. 


15. the prayer of faith] Note how the 
K2 


147 


JAMES. V. 


I6 Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much, 


[v. 16—17 


17 Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed 


learnestly that it might not rain ; !On/ 


prayer. 


and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months. 





condition of faith is connected with Christ’s 
miracles of healing, just as with the forgive- 
ness of sins; because all evil, spiritual and 
physical, flows from one source and is healed 
by one Saviour. The want of faith was an 
obstacle to healing (Mark vi. 5, seq.), as it is 
to salvation. In Matt. ix. 2, He seems to 
accept the faith of those who brought the 
paralytic to Him; but we may take for 
granted the patient’s own faith. And here, 
though the prayer is that of the elders, the 
sick man has shewn his faith in calling for 
them (verse 14). See the promise in Matt. 
xxi 22; Mark xi. 22, seqq. 

save.| Used, as in some of the above re- 
ferences, of bodily healing, the “ forgiveness ? 
coming later. 


the Lord.| Christ, as in verse 14. 


raise him up.| From the bed of sickness, 
as in Acts ix. 34, &c. 


and if he have committed sins.] Possibly, 
referring to a sickness sent as the punish- 
ment of sin. “If he has brought his sickness 
on himself by sinning;” see John v. 14; 
I Cor. xi. 30. If the sickness be only bodily, 
it shall be healed; if spiritual also, his sins 
shall be forgiven; both alike through faith. 


they shall be forgiven bim.] Literally, “It 
shall. . . .” ze. the commission of them. 

Very few words are necessary on the sub- 
ject of the authority supposed to be derived 
from this verse for the so-called sacrament 
of Extreme Unction in the Romish Church. 
To quote the title, “Extreme Unction" 
(sacramentum exeuntium) is enough. For 
the unction of St. James is primarily and 
distinctively for the Aealing of the sick. 


16.] Verse 15 treated of the functions of 
the Church’s ministers. But though its col- 
lective life and spiritual energy take form 
and action in the persons of these elders, 
every member has his vocation and ministry ; 
the same duty extends, the like blessing is 
promised to all; through the sympathy of 
all the members each one works for good, 
and receives it (1 Cor. xii. 12-27, especially 
26). The words one to another carry us 
from the elders to the whole body: all can 
give, and all can receive, this benefit. 


Confess your faults.] Cp. Rom. x. 9, seq. 
As that confession avouched the reality of 
belief, so this the reality of penitence. More- 
over, it is right that others, who may have 


been cognisant of the sin, should be equally 
aware of the repentance; and that the peni- 
tent should have the help of all their prayers; 
—objects not attained by confession under 
the seal of secrecy. 


bealed.] Bodily ailments are seldom men- 
tioned in the N. T. without reference to 
spiritual things; compare the use of the verb 
“to save,” and see 1 Peter ii. 24, “ By whose 
stripes ye were healed Here both the 
* sickness" and the *sin" are included: the 
Spiritual and the Material, the soul and 
the body, being alike recognised and honoured 
in Holy Writ. 

A cheering apophthegm winds up the ex- 
hortation, * Great isthe force of a righteous 
man’s prayer, when urgent;"—not merely 
*in its working," for the place which the 
word holds at the end of the sentence in 
the original is emphatic. Not as if the 
prayers of the righteous are ever likely to 
be slack; but this is a special zeal, a special 
emotion and fervour of heart, an agony 
of prayer, such as takes Heaven by storm 
(Matt. xi. 12, &c.) Observe this in Christ's 
prayer at Gethsemane, Luke xxii 44; 
Heb. v. 7; and cp. Col. iv. 12, * Labour- 
ing fervently (Gr. “agonizing”) for you in 
prayers.” See also Col. i. 29; 1 Cor. xii. 6, 
10, 11, of God “working mightily” in us, 
and of the operations of the Holy Ghost in 
gifts of miracles. 


17. subject to like passions.| Of like na- 
ture, feelings, or affections, perhaps also 
“temptations ;” so that, notwithstanding the 
awe with which he impresses us, there is no 
gulf between us and him, that we should not 
do what he did. The caution is necessary, 
because Elijah was so far apart from other 
men in the whole course of his ministry, 
especially in his journey to Horeb and sojourn 
there, his ascension, his appearance at the 
Transfiguration, and his generally expected 
return to earth (Mal. iv. 5; Matt. xvii. ro, 
seqq.). Cp. Ecclus. xlviii. 1-12. The word 
(6pocora@ys) is used in Acts xiv. 15, where 
the Apostles assure the Lycaonians that they 
are men like themselves; also in Wisd. vii. 
3, of our kindred earth. 


that it might not rain.] Yn 1 Kings xvii. 1, 
Elijah announces the coming drought, but 
his prayer is not mentioned. The gift of 
rain is afterwards naturally connected with 
the prayer recorded in xviii. 36, segg., and 


v. 18—20.] 


18 And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit. 

IQ Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert him ; 
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20 Let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins. 





implied id. 42. The promise in xviii. 1 was 
an encouragement to pray for its early ful- 
filment. In 2 (4) Esdras vii 39, his prayer 
is actually mentioned. The specification of 
ibree years and six montbs is remarkable. 
Lightfoot says that in x Kings xvii. r, * these 
years " is plural, not dual; and he thence in- 
fers that they were three at the least. Jd. 
xvii. r, has *in the third year;" but from 
what starting point? Probably from the first 
actual signs of serious drought, which would 
not occur for some time after the end of the 
ordinary rainy season— perhaps “at the end 
of days," when the brook dried up (xvii. 7, 
Marg.) This period of 33 years was cer- 
tianly familiar to the Jews; for Christ men- 
tions it in connexion with Elijah’s going 
to Sarepta (Luke iv. 25) Extant Jewish 
writings specify the same period. But there 
is also something mystical in it as a period 
of suffering—‘‘a time, times, and a half;” 
“forty and two months;” a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days; the half 
of a prophetic week; see Dan. xii. 7; Rev. 
pu XO, Kise 1n Rev. xi. buthe two 
witnesses, who have power to shut heaven, 
prophesy for the same period. 


18. the heaven . . . . the earth.) ‘The re- 
versal of the denunciation in Levit. xxvi. 19 ; 
Deut. xxviii. 23. Palestineisdescribedin Deut. 
xi 11, as “a land of hills and valleys, that 
drinketh water of the rain of heaven." We 
can scarcely appreciate the extent to which 
in that country water is plenty and drought 
is famine. But our Indian empire may teach 
us. See note on iii. rr. 


19.] Another practical precept to con- 
clude with: abrupt, as regards the verses 
"immediately preceding, but embodying that 
thought of the duty of brotherhood which 
runs like a golden thread through the tissue 
of the Epistle. It has been treated nega- 
tively, *Do the brethren no ill; repay 
no injuries" (v. 9, seqg.); then positively, 
* Minister to them, and pray with them for 
bodily and spiritual healing” (v. 14, segg.); 
and now, lastly, “ Seek them out; reclaim for 
Christ His lost sheep.” ‘This is the climax 
of love; more than brotherly, Christlike ! 
In connexion with the exhortation to 
prayer, this may be looked on as praying 
with the hands, working as God’s ministers 
towards the fulfilment of that which has 
been uttered by the lips. 


err from the trutb.] Cp. Gal. vi. 1. This 
must not be limited to the case of relapses 
either to Judaism or to the world and its cor- 
ruptions. It isquite general. The “truth” 
may be doctrinal, or practical, or (most pro- 
bably) both: St. James deals little with doc- 
trine, except from a practical point of view. 
See the words, “error of his way,” “ sinner,” 
in verse 20, and cp. John iii. 21; 1 John i. 
6; 1 Cor. xiii. 6. But the reference is not 
to details, but to practical consequences 
of the abandonment of the principles of 
Christian doctrine by those whom “ He begat 
with the Word of Truth” (i. 18). 


20. Let bim know.] In sense, this is im- 
personal = * be it known,” z. e. “ know, all of 
you” (B. has, know ye). 


which converteth, d»c.] Resuming the 
phrase in verse 19; see note there. But this 
verse rises from the particular instance to a 
declaration of the blessedness of all acts of 
the like character. Perhaps the words “a 
(not z5e) sinner ” are intentionally substituted 
for “err from the truth,” as at once more 
weighty and more general. 


save a soul from death.) A greater work, 
a higher charity, than “to save (or heal) the 
sick ;” for this is the death of a soul (Matt. 
x. 28); and the words carry us forward to 
the Judgment-Day. 


hide . . sins.| According to a com- 
mon Hebrew expression (see Ps. xxxii. 1, 2, 
quoted in Rom. iv. 7; also Ps. lxxxv. 2; 
Prov. x. 12), connected etymologically and 
symbolically with the cover of the ark, the 
mercy-seat (&dpbar, kappóretb); v. Exod. 
xxv. 17-22. To hide them is to procure 
their forgiveness, in so far as God is pleased 
to give one of us influence over another's 
eternal lot. It can hardly mean “shall cloak 
his own sins,” or even “shall have his own 
sins forgiven.” ‘The benefit is not repre- 
sented as being directly repaid im kind to the 
agent. It is true that this recompense is 
offered in Matt. vi. 14. But to those whose 
exceeding great reward God Himself vouch- 
safes to be, He reveals a higher and purer 
blessing—that, like their Saviour, they “ shall 
see of the travail of their soul” (Isai. lii. 1r). 
Their joy shall be in this fruit of their la- 
bour, and they shall share, in their degree, 
the blessed work of Christ in hiding, blot- 
ting out sins, and saving souls from death. 
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Compare 1 Peter iv. 8, where, however, the 

context leaves it more doubtful whose are 

the sins that shall be covered. 1 
And thus St. James concludes, as if saying 


that if but one soul were won to Christ by 
his Epistle he would be well repaid, and that 
he would have every Christian feel this, even 
as he himself felt it ! 





EXCURSUS.—ST. JAMES AND ST. PAUL 


Much has been written on “ the conflict ” 
existing between St. James and St. Paul, espe- 
cially with referenceto James ii. 14-26. And 
various attempts have been made to reconcile 
them. 

Yet it is probable that no such conflict 
really exists; because there is no such re- 
lation between their arguments as might 
produce it. The two lines neither cross 
nor touch one another. But it is not sur- 
prising that the idea should have been 
entertained. ‘The appearance of opposition is 
very remarkable. Not to mention passages 
like Rom. iii. 20, 28, Gal. ii. 16, where * the 
works of the Law ” are spoken of, and which, 
therefore, are less strictly applicable (for 
St. James does not mention these), St. Paul 
discusses (Rom. iv. 2-5, &c.) the instance of 
Abraham, prior by four centuries to the 
Law of Moses; and he denies the justifying 
power of works in Abraham’s case. On 
the other side we have what St. J. says 
of the efficacy of * works," and of the in- 
efficacy of “faith” without them (ii. r4, 17, 
20, 26). And, as if to sharpen the antagon- 
ism, the instances of Abraham and Rahab 
(cited in Rom. iv. and Heb. xi.) are brought 
forward by St. J. in confirmation of his 
teaching. - 


2. The section of the Epistle to the He- 
brews (xi. 8-19, 31) may, however, be set 
aside; not from any question of the authority 
of the Epistle, which, even by those who deny 
that St. P. actually wrote or dictated it, is 
generally admitted to have been the product 
of his immediate school, and to contain his 
teaching; but because, (x) throughout Ep. 
Hebr. ch. xi, the thing asserted of the 
Heroes of the Old Covenant is, not that they 
had faith, but that by faith they wrought this 
or that; according to the summary in v. 33, 
“who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness,’ &c.; (2) there is 
nothing in the references to Abraham and 
Rahab in the two epistles so striking as to 
warrant the inference that the one passage is 
meant to contradict, or indeed in any way to 
refer to, the other. The bead-roll of saints 
in Hebr. xi. is so extensive, that it would 
have been difficult to select a name suitable 
to St. J.’s argument, which was not contained 
in it. Abraham, the father of the faithful, 


could not be omitted.  Rahab is only one, 
and not a prominent example, among the 
many; nor is anything said of her in Hebr. 
xi. 31, which is denied in Jam. ii. 25. More- 
over, on a different ground there is a special 
reason why St. J.should mention Abraham 
and Rahab together, standing as they do at 
opposite poles—male and female—Jew and 
Gentile,—he the friend of God, she the sin- 
ner, the harlot. We must admit that an 
argument which is applicable to these ex- 
treme cases, must cover all that lies between 
them.” 


3. It remains to consider the supposed op- 
position between the Epistles to the Romans 
(especially ch. iv.) and the Galatians, and that 
of St. James. Yet there is a previous question, 
which it is not easy to answer positively. 
Was St. J. acquainted with St. P.’s writings, 
or was he not?’ ‘They are indeed referred 
to in St. Peter's second Epistle (iii. 15, 16), but, 
probably, at a later date than can be assigned 
to that of St. J. It has even been suggested 
that the spread of so-called “ Pauline” doctrine 
among the churches over which St. J. pre- 
sided, was the actual occasion of his writing. 
And this is chronologically possible, if he 
wrote his Epistle shortly before his death, 
A.D. 62 or 63. For the Epistle to the 
Romans is usually assigned to the early 
part of A.D. 58. At all events it belongs to 
the period specified in ActS xx. 3. But the 
following chapter of that book (xxi. 17-26), 
describes the relations between the two 
Apostles in a way which does not justify the 
suspicion of any doctrinal collision between 
them, although their characteristic differences 
are not disguised. On that, as on a former 
occasion (Gal. ii. 9; Acts xv. 13, seqq.), St. P. 
satisfied St. J. In proportion, however, as we 


! Especially as ‘the faith of Abraham” seems 
to have been a commonplace familiar thesis 
for discussion in the schools of Jewish philo- 
sophy at the time of the Christian era. See 
the discussion in Bp. Lightfoot on Ep. Gal, 
pP. 151-7, who refers to I Macc. ii. 52, &c. 

_ ? See. C. K. v. Hofmann, ‘ Schrift-beweis,’ 
i. p. 556, segg. ; Jd. * D. heil. Schrift untersucht,’ 
Nil 3). DUO. 

* Yes, according to Wiesinger, * Einleitung,’ 
p- 36, segg.; No, say Huther, * Einleitung,’ 85; 
Reuss, ‘ Théologie chrétienne,’ ii, 257. 
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are induced by other reasons to assign a late 
date to our Epistle, we may admit it as a 
probability that the errors of some who dis- 
torted St. P.’s teaching, may have had a share 
in calling forth St. Js rebukes. But there is 
no satisfactory, or even plausible, evidence 
of the imputed antagonism, unless the cha- 
racter and phraseology of the statements in 
the Epistle itself are construed as containing 
a deliberate attack on portions of St. P.’s 
writings and teaching. 

Now St. P.’s argument rests chiefly on the 
statement of the Old Testament, that Abra- 
ham's belief was counted unto bim for right- 
eousness, as being applicable only to one who 
had received this as a gift by favour, not as a 
reward for work. But this is the very start- 
ing-point of St. J. (ii. 23); who, however, 
adds that this saying was “ fulfilled ” (z.e. appa- 
rently, was revealed in its true significance, 
and received its complete historical ratifica- 
tion) at a later date, when the works which 
his faith wrought, proved how true the im- 
putation had been “Thus,” he says, in 
summing up, *a man is justified by works, 
not by faith isolated and by itself";? ch. ii. 
18 and 20. 


4. Everything depends on the right inter- 
pretation of the two words,—“ faith,” and 
* justified." Is it quite certain that they are 
used by the two writers in precisely the same 
sense ? 

First, of faith. 

It must be remembered that St. J. attempts 
no analysis and gives no definition of this 
word. He does not enter into theological 
speculations. He continually betrays an utter 
distaste for all controversies, viewing them 
as mere impediments to the practice of simple 
Christian duty. “ Non magna loquimur, sed 
vivimus," might well have been his saying. 
His Epistle has been, not without some 
plausibility, described by Reuss as a protest 
against all controversy, almost against all 
theology except that of a holy life. His 
object is simply and severely practical. 

But in the passages which are the founda- 
tion of his argument, and in which he seems 
to use the word “ faith " in the same sense as 
St. P., he assumes it as the condition pre- 
cedent to all else; eg. i. 3, “the trying of 
your faith”; i. 6, “let him ask in faith, no- 
thing wavering”; ii. 1, “ have the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” &c.; ii. 5, “the poor in 
this world, rich in faith," &c. All this adds 
point to the words“ though a man say that he 
hath faith,” in ii. 14. Again, he asserts the 


1 See v. Hofmann, ‘ Schrift-beweis,’ z¢ supra ; 
and cp. Augustin. Enarr. in Psalm xxxi. 3. 

2 On the words * wrought with his works,” 
see the note on ii. 22. v3 

3 Cp. i. I9, 26 ; ii. 145 lii. I-IO. 


regeneration by the free will and grace of 
God, through the Word of Truth, as an 
accomplished fact, i. 18 ; and exhorts Chris- 
tians, as a consequence of this, to “receive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save their souls” (72. 21). 


5. But he has to do with men who assign 
a very different meaning to the word “ faith.” 
He looks, not backward to the time when 
they were brought to believe in Christ, but 
around him, on the actual character and con- 
duct of the converts, and forward to the 
consummation to which all is tending; and 
he sees many who profess to hold this foun- 
dation, but who nevertheless assert that, as 
they have “ faith,” it is enough, so that they are 
under no necessity of “ working.” Consciously 
or unconsciously, such men must have held a 
definition of faith widely different from that 
which St. P. indicates in speaking of “ faith 
which worketh by love" (Gal. v. 6). With 
such persons St. J. will not stay to argue 
whether they really have faith or not. He 
accepts their phraseology, and meets them on 
their own ground. But he tells them that 
such a faith as theirs is, which works not and 
loves not, will avail nothing; that it is dead; 
that it is nothing more than is held by the 
devils in hell (ii. 8-17, 19). 


6. Respecting the exact character of the 
error thus combated by St. J. there have 
been two very different opinions. By many 
it is thought to consist in what is commonly 
called antinomianism, a fanatical conceit of 
personal faith as availing to ensure salvation, 
without effecting anything to purge the soul 
from sin and uncleanness, 

This is, plainly, the falsehood which seeks 
to shelter itself under the mantle of St. P., 
being the depravation (only too natural) of 
his teaching by the carnal mind. And against 
this he himself makes a vigorous protest in 
Rom. iii. 8; vi. 1, 2, and elsewhere. 

But others? are rather disposed to identify | 
the error with the dead orthodoxy of Jewish 
Pharisaism, which rested contentedly in a 
cold intellectual assent to articles of faith, and 
in the precision with which it could contro- 
versially maintain correct doctrine, though 
without any religious feeling in the heart, or 
any apparent consciousness of moral obliga- 
tion. Such persons were they who in Christ's 
day, sitting in the seat of Moses, “said, and 
did not"; who, when the multitude was in- 
clined to believe on Him, called them cursed 
because they knew not the Law (Matt. xxiii. 
2,3; John vii. 49). ‘They rested upon a for- 
mula (see Rom. ii. 17, segg.): with them 


! See especially Neander, *Planting and 
Training of the Church,’ bk. iv. ch. 1 (1 p. 357; 
seq., Bohn's English edit.). 
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the acceptance of a creed was everything; the 
belief in a Person was nothing. And of such 
as these St. P. had also spoken, “ ‘Though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have not charity (love), I am 
nothing” (x Cor. xiii. 2; cp. Rom. x. ro, 
* with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness”). 

This latter mischief is, of the two, the more 
: likely to have gained ground among such 
persons as might have passed from Judaism 
to Christianity without putting off their 
Jewish sectarianism. And therefore it is 
the more likely to have prevailed among those 
with whom St. J. had to deal. As time went 
on, when the gap between the Jew and the 
Christian had become wider, the antinomian 
error might become the more dangerous. 
There is no reason to question the co- 
existence of both in the cities where “Jews 
of the Dispersion” sojourned among the 
Gentiles. But the special evil against which 
St. J. feels himself called upon to do battle 
is, in all probability, the spirit of irreligious 
pharisaism shewing itself among Jewish con- 
verts. 

On those who are possessed by such a 
spirit St. J. turns ; and, without disputing the 
claim which they made to be accounted as 
“having faith," he says, “ Your faith—that 
faith which you profess—a faith without the 
works of love—will not justify you or any 
one ; for it is not alive, but dead !” 

It may be noticed that the subject of 
“works without faith,’ is never discussed 
at all. 


7. Secondly, of justification. 

What is it, in the phraseology of the two 
writers, to be justified (Sikatodc@a)? In 
St. P. we may say that it is the restoration 
of man to his place in God's sight as 
righteous; the new relation in which (objec- 
tively) God places man to Himself for 
Christ’s sake, and through the Redemption 
in His blood,—(subjectively) received and 
appropriated by the hand of faith. St. P. 
seems to place it at the beginning of God’s 
work in us, and distinctively makes it an 
inward operation. Only twice (Rom. ii. 13; 
1 Cor. iv. 4) does he himself use it other- 
wise; and once (Rom. iii. 4) he quotes it 
from the LXX (Ps. li. 4), “that thou might- 
est be justified in thy sayings, and mightest 
overcome when thou art judged." But this 
latter is the all but universal usage of the 

. word in the LXX version of the Old Testa- 
ment ;! either, as in a court of law, 7o judge, 
be adjudged righteous, or in a figurative sense 


1 So in all the thirty-nine instances quoted by 
Trommius (Concordantize in LX X), except Isai. 
xlv. 25;—in l. 8, which would otherwise be 
doubtful, the words tls 6 xptyéuerds uot ; follow. 
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immediately derived from this; see Exod. 
xxiii. 7; Isai. v. 23; Ps. cxliii. 2; which last 
passage, when compared with Gal. ii. r6, 
shews at once the difference and the con- 
nexion of the two usages. The word is 
in LXX not gracious, but judicial. So in 
N. T., “to justify oneself,’ Luke x. 29, xvi. 
15; and compare especially the words of 
Christ in Matt. xii. 37, ^ By thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned.” 


8. In this sense the word is used by St. J.: 
and indeed the last quoted passage might be 
taken as the key-note of his argument and 
teaching. With him it signifies the mainte- 
nance, to the end, of that relation of man to 
God, into which he has been first admitted 
through faith. It contains everywhere the 
notion of judgment, as in the Psalm quoted in 
Rom. iii. 4; see Jam. ii. 12, 13. And this is 
enough to prove that the * saving " mentioned 
in ii. 14, refers to the consummation on the last 
day. But the necessity of maintaining good 
works, and the judgment according to works, 
are equally taught by St. P. to those to whom 
he gives the titles of “saved” (Eph. ii. 5, 8), 
“sanctified ” (1 Cor. i. 2; vi. 11), “ justified ” 
(Tit. iii. 7, &c.) ; see Rom. viii. 4, 13 ; xiii. 8— 
Io; I Cor. vi. 7-11; Gal v. 6. Thus he 
calls on those who “live in the Spirit," to 
“walk in the Spirit " (Gal. v. 25).! 


9. In fact, St. J.’s subject is not so much 
“justification” (according to scientific theo- 
logical terminology), as it is “judgment by 
works”; including, however, in that expres- 
sion the continuous judgment which is always 
accompanying the course of human action, — 
the current record of that Book out of which 
mankind will be judged in the Day to which 
all is leading up, and in which the sentence 
will be pronounced. This article of the faith is 
equally maintained by St. P. in other forms of 
expression; while in the discourse of Christ 
which has been already quoted (Matt. xii. 
37), the actual words “thou shalt be justi- 
fied,” stand opposed to “thou shalt be con- 
demned," in plain reference to the Day of 
Judgment. 

Those professing Christians, then, who 
claim to be absolved from the cultivation of 
holiness and charity on the plea of their 
acceptance of a creed, are met in this Epistle 
on the plain ground of human experience. 
St. James does not profess to be a meta- 
physical theologian. He judges men by the 
only test which is available to him—by their 
works and life. He looks at the Christian 
life as it exhibits itself; and it is in working 
that faith exhibits itself? And this is accord- 


1 See Huther, Exc. on ch. ii. 
? Schmid, ‘Bibl. Theology,’ § 57 p. 347, 
ESR 
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ing to the example of his Lord in Matt. vii. 
15-23, and many other places. 


to. But St. Paul is also— nay, is emphati- 
cally— a philosophical theologian. Heanalyses 
the work of salvation. Beginning at its source 
in the Divine counsels, he traces its operations 
in the inner man, to its consummation when 
it issues in * the perfect man in Christ." St. P. 
investigates the process. St. J. tests the re- 
sults. And the personal history of the two 
men throws light on this difference. 'The 
conversion of St. P. was a convulsion of his 
inward nature. Who can tell the death- 
pangs and birth-pangs, the searchings of heart, 
the revelations of God in Christ, during those 
three days at Damascus, in which * he was 
without sight, and did neither eat nor drink ? ? 
But St. J., an Israelite of another character, 
had gradually imbibed the spirit of the new 
'Teacher, till the Old Dispensation was to 
him purified and glorified, so that it became 
New without break of continuity. Hence 
it was to him still “a law ;” but now “a royal 
law,” “a law of liberty,"—no longer external, 
but within,—the law of the nature of the 
regenerate Spirit. 


1r. And the views of both these Apostles, 
however different they may appear, are por- 
tions of the truth of God's word. Compare 
that which Christ says about the tree and 
its fruit (Matt. vii 17, r8). If we ask 
how we are to know that the tree is good, 
the answer is, * By their fruits ye shall know 
them." But if the question is, Which is the 
source of goodness to the other? the answer 
must be that the goodness of the fruit is con- 
tained in the prior goodness of the tree. The 
first is St. J.’s statement ; the second is St. Ps. 
Both are true; both are important: both 
are founded on the teaching of Christ. 


12. There is, however, something more to 
besaid. Even when these two Apostles are 


1 Schmid, wt supra; p. 349, E. T. 


practically teaching the same thing, their 
language will not be found to be the same. 
And this points to real differences in their 
mental characteristics, which are in them- 
selves interesting and instructive, while they 
serve in some degree to shew how the Spirit 
chooses and moulds His own instruments to 
develope and reveal His truth, one and multi- 
form. ‘The view which St. J. takes is human, 
outward, à posteriori; he deals with trials, with 
proofs, with results. Nor does St. P. neglect 
all this. But he is led rather to take the 
Divine point of view. He sees the answers 
to his questions as God sees them, prior to 
experience. He reads the human heart, as 
changed by the grace of God, before its good 
treasure has been brought forth in speech or 
act. He beholds Abraham justified, because 
he sees him to be from the first, not only 
potentially, but truly, that which he after- 
wards manifestly and historically became 
when he offered up Isaac. This offering 
shewed how truly *it had been counted to 
him ” for righteousness before. 

Both statements are true. That of St. J. is 
much needed as a safeguard against three 
very real dangers,—unfruitful formalism, un- 
practical pride of knowledge, and practical 
antinomianism.! But it must be confessed 
that St. P. reveals a truth which is deeper, 
more fruitful, and more Divine? He shews, 
what St. J. does not so fully shew,’ the unity 
and homogeneousness of the Christian life. 
He brings us face to face with God, as loving 
children with a loving Father. Law and duty 
melt into love. “Honour thy Father,” is 
superseded by “ My son, give me thine heart.” 
Nay, in Christ we are one with Him. And 
this carries us far beyond the limitations and 
imperfections of actual experience. 


! Lechler, * Apostolisches Zeitalter,’ 1. i. 4, 2 
(p. 259 seg.). 3 | Kin A 

? Reuss, ‘Théologie chrétienne,’ ii. 261. 

3 Yet see ii. IO, II. 


153 


st ovibus diode at fev vid 
‘ye ware = A i3 
UT tn sar = elk d 
j ' TTA, wohl A 
I MENS ML i , 
"T^ ui " F 5 (demi ovi a 
‘ de eth yr, ap s ES 
i ^ didt F A A? utama 
amet E ‘ j E ia j ] uli wih Vises » 
DES dnm» i cw a s TEM 1 I IE oe 
EM į : , $ rui ip ‘a 


xc ‘ 


ox ea | 

j ay 

otia hat ETT! J 

& 10 u4MEA LR Ld av P 
wi! IewPerem Peg us 

NR oi al T 

ut ah v. ^» UG d arth, 
i liati fem 

L Ppap g 
53 ddl 7% 


9, a i vive MEI e y Mi Daai que * al 
LM ini tg n Soy repo E 
Ea! M nx Y ! ‘ i à 
RG 0016s v shat beatae Cord en fi) bora MER | 
pa E ^. uae «s mh n RN 


NW n: J ae isis; e Xe `g ^! 


X PE alt 


^ 


Ree Tass) dip ut 
S lica er 1 Y 


era’. ni ow - Ow ize TP be 
r—Ó p ‘ i "Oven e aig M - 
Boxes | | en on) i veia SD 
NM C. ! Tn Love AN 
3 "i APTUM NS UE ps), dled ie okies A 
Wili Ms 
ut, v ae 
^E aL, OY 


2 NM z 


uico» 


bes 


ala WEN 
* g 
dE) ooms 
TUD ow 
I9 


" uw never i "mn. 
LAN Ae Bro e uos fet 
E" T bt tu mel 





joie gal Oe Joe po] 


INTRODUCTION. 


S1. Introductory Remarks. 

§ 2. The Objects of the Epistle. 

§ 3. Class of readers to whom the Epistle 
was addressed. 

§ 4. Time and place of its Composition. 


$1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 


i this Epistle we have one of the 
most important and deeply interesting 
monuments of the Apostolic age. Ac- 
cepted without a trace of doubt or hesi- 
tation by all early Christian writers, begin- 
ning with the immediate successors and 
contemporaries of the Apostles, quoted 
largely and repeatedly by those Fathers 
to whom we are indebted for the fullest 
and most authoritative testimony to the 
canonical Scriptures’, the first Epistle 
of St Peter has always retained its high 
position in the estimation of the Church; 
nor was there any question as to its 
authenticity until within the last few 
years, when rationalism, guided by the 
sure instinct of antipathy, has assailed it 
in common with all documents which 
attest the faith and unity of the primitive 
Church. 

Questions however of considerable im- 
portance towards the right understanding 
of the Epistle have been raised and are 
still contested by writers of various 
schools; they will receive due attention 
in this Introduction and in the following 
Commentary. 

'The first two questions concern the 
immediate or principal objects of the 
Writer, and the class of readers to whom 
the Epistle was addressed. These points 
being determined, we shall be in a posi- 
tion to estimate its bearings upon the 
doctrine and constitution of the Apo- 


1 For proofs of these statements see $ 6. 


§ 5. Characteristics of this Epistle. 

§ 6. Evidences of its authenticity, external and 
internal, 

$7. Bearing on the state of the Apostolic 
Church. 


stolic Church, and upon the relations 
between the great leaders to whom the 
establishment and guidance of that 
Church were specially intrusted by its 
Divine Head. 


$2. THE OBJECTS OF THE EPISTLE. 


As it appears to the present writer, two 
objects closely connected, and indeed 
inseparable in their development, were 
present with equal distinctness to the 
mind of St Peter. 

It is scarcely questioned that the im- 
mediate occasion of this Epistle was the 
approach, or outburst’, of persecutions in 
Asia Minor. This stands in front of the 
Epistle; but the extreme importance of 
bearing it in mind has never been so fully 
drawn out as by Ewald’, who in his short 
but interesting introduction fixes atten- 
tion upon the fact, that in this Epistle we 
have the only Apostolic model of exhor- 
tations and consolations addressed to 
Christians under circumstances, which 
formed at once the trial and the test of 
their faith. In other Epistles allusions are 
frequently made to sufferings and diffi- 
culties, in this the readers are presented 
to our minds as undergoing, or on the 


1 This question is discussed in § 7. 

2 * Sieben Sendschreiben des N. B.; see espe- 
cially p. 5. ** The great and permanent merit of 
our Epistle is to have first distinctly set forth the 
right view as to the position of Christians in 
reference to the whole power of heathendom, 
and to its persecutions of the Church." 
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eve of undergoing, fiery persecutions, 
This is the first image impressed upon us 
in contemplating their external condition, 
though with admirable skill, or we should 
rather say in the true spirit of a Chris- 
tian Apostle, St Peter gives precedence to 
their internal and permanent condition. 
We see Christians regenerate to a lively. 
hope, assured of an inheritance of glory, 
but subject as a matter of necessity to 
trials which, though severe and searching 
as of fire, are temporary, which are in- 
dispensable to the full development of 
their spiritual life, and are therefore to 
be borne not merely without repining 
but with exultation, as an earnest and 
pledge of glory. The first and most 
direct object of the writer is to inspire 
Christians with an absolute confidence 
in the Divine favour and support. 

This point elicits the thought which 
specially occupied the mind of St 
Peter. All the confidence of Christian 
hope depended upon the certainty of 
the truths which converts had already 
received. Were they still to be inqui- 
rers, painfully comparing the teaching of 
rival or antagonistic leaders, looking out 
for more distinct revelations of God’s will 
and purposes: or were they toreposeupon 
the truth, in its principle and in its prac- 
tical applications, which they had already 
received? To this consideration St Peter 
addresses himself at once; no shadow is 
permitted to rest upon the relations be- 
tween the doctrine of the older Apostles, 
and that which the people, in all the dis- 
tricts contemplated by the Writer, had re- 
ceived from their own first teachers. ‘The 
entire system as it stands before us in 
the Epistles of St Paul, as it stood before 
the minds of those who first listened to 
St Paul—many of whom must have per- 
sonally known Silvanus, by whose hands 
this Epistle reached them—is presented 
by St Peter, not indeed in terms which 
indicate the existence of any previous 
controversy, but in every form of direct 
affirmation, constant allusion, frequent 
quotation of the best known writings of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, which might 
impress upon the readers’ minds the cer- 
tainty of absolute unity of doctrine and 
perfect harmony of action. This charac- 
teristic is indeed so prominently marked, 
the allusions to or citations from the Paul- 
ine Epistles, the intention of confirming 
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the readers in a faith already received, to 
which nothing could be added, from 
which nothing could be taken away, are 
so manifest, as to constitute a conclusive 
evidence of spurious origin in the minds 
of thosewho invented or still maintain the 
calumniousfiction of antagonism between 
the two chief representatives of Apostolic 
Christianity : and we may admit without 
hesitation that if their widely spread asser- 
tions could be established by conclusive 
reasoning, this great Epistle would fall in 
the general overthrow of nearly all' that 
the Church has retained of the sacred de- 
posit intrusted to her by our Lord. Here 
it may suffice to bring forward distinctly 
the fact that we have the admission, or 
we may rather say the well-founded asse- 
veration, of the strongest opponents of 
the faith, that this Epistle asserts, implies, 
and most distinctly proves that the doc- 
trinal system of its Writer was in perfect 
harmony with that of St Paul. 

'This however is a point of so much 
importance that we would at once re- 
quest the reader to examine the following 
passages (chh:1. 3, 5, 3, 12; 305 20023, on. 
iL. 16, ni 5,560, 00,00 0V. Mant. LE 
and to consider the notes appended to 
them in this Commentary. He will 
find that St Peter is most careful to take 
the leading points which had raised 
controversies or occasioned doubts, and 
to intimate the perfect agreement be- 
tween himself and St Paul. Thus 
the election of the Gentiles as well as 
Hebrews is attributed to the foreknow- 
ledge of God, and that in terms evident- 
ly intended to remind the reader of St 
Paul’s own language and arguments’. 
Faith is specially represented as the 
moving principle of Christians, the basis 
of their hope, and their preservative 
unto final salvation. The tone or, so 
to speak, the colouring of the Pauline 
Epistles, especially of that to the Ephe- 
sians, with which the people to whom 
this Epistle is specially addressed would 
naturally be most familiar, is preserved 
throughout. So too is that of the great 
Epistle to the Romans, in which we find 


1 The four Gospels, the Acts, in short all the 
New Testament, except four episties of St Paul 
and the Revelation of St John, each and all have 
been abandoned as unauthentic by the leaders 
of the Tübingen school. 

2 See the Introd. to Ephesians, 
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the fullest statement of doctrines at pre- 
sent assumed by the critics of Tübingen 
to be most directly antagonistic to the 
Petrine system, and certainly most speci- 
ally characteristic of St Paul’. The turns 
of language, as wellas the mode in which 
the principles are presented, leave no 
room for reasonable doubt that when St 
Peter wrote he had both those Epistles 
before him or distinctly impressed upon 
his mind. This point is indeed forcibly 
urged, and it may be said demonstrated, 
by critics who on that ground impugn the 
authenticity of this Epistle?: and it is a 
point which can only be accounted for in 
a satisfactory manner by the supposition 
that it was St Peter's express intention 
to cut off all occasion for misunderstand- 
ing, and to guard against intentional 
misrepresentation. Such a supposition 
is in accordance with all that Christian 
antiquity, setting aside heretical for- 
geries of the second century, has handed 
down to us in the Canonical Scriptures 
and in the writings of the weightiest 
and earliest Fathers, and we maintain it 
without hesitation. But our Apostle is 
not satisfied with allusions, references, 
and statements bearing upon this object; 
he takes occasion at two most critical 
points in the Epistle to attest the sound- 
ness of the doctrine which his readers 
had received from St Paul, to whom their 
conversion is incontestably to be attribu- 
ted. First at the close of his introductory 
exhortations, ch. i. 25, “but this is the 
Word which was delivered as evangelic 
truth to you*.? Secondly, not less forcibly, 
at the winding up of the whole Epistle, 
ch.v. 12. Here the Apostle first asserts 
that he transmitted it through Silvanus, in 
whose faithfulness he takes occasion to 


1-See notes on i. 12, 14, 20; 21, il. 1, 6— ro, 
Drs and 195s. 9.) 22, 0v. E» I0, Ve I, 5; 

2 The most complete inquiry into this state- 
ment is that by Seufert, in two articles of 
Hilgenfeld’s ‘ Zeitschrift für wissenschaftliche 
Theologie,’ 1874, 1875. His object is to prove 
that the writer intentionally adopted Pauline 
doctrine, and therefore could not be St Peter ; 
we accept his facts, substituting, however, agree- 
ment with the Epistle to the Romans for depen- 
dence upon it; as for Seufert’s conclusion, it 
rests upon the prov iweü0os of antagonism 
between the two great teachers of Christendom. 

3 Special attention should be given to this 
statement, the force of which. is inadequately 
expressed by the literal version in our transla- 
tion; see note in loc. and on ch. i. 12. 
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express his own perfect confidence, whom 
his readers knew well as the comrade, 
and so to speak the fellow Evangelist and 
fellow Confessor of St Paul; a circum- 
stance which is of importance in its two- 
fold bearings, upon the personal relations 
of the Apostles and upon the position of 
the Churches which saw in the agent and 
deputy of St Peter a man whom they 
recognised as the trusted friend of St 
Paul. In this latter passage he emphati- 
cally states that the especia! object of the 
Epistle was to affirm, in the strongest 
form of words, and attest that the faith 
which they had received was the true 
grace of God, an expression in itself so 
distinctly Pauline as to be regarded by 
some critics (e. g. De Wette) as a sure indi- 
cation of Pauline authorship; but, as we 
have a right to regard it, a certain proof 
of the spiritual influence of which that 
Apostle was the chosen exponent. To 
this St Peter adds—if we retain the com- 
mon reading— zz which ye stand,” thus 
adopting St Paul's own words, 1 Cor. xv. 1, 
or—if we accept the preferable reading of 
the oldest MSS.—“in WHICH STAND!" 
thus substituting for a simple declaration 
of their secure position as adherents to 
the Pauline doctrine of grace, an em- 
phatic exhortation to steadfastness in 
maintaining it. 

We shall presently have’ to discuss 
other questions raised by those who re- 
gard the two great representatives of 
Christian truth as opponents, but we 
may here observe that, taking St Paul's 
own account of his personal intercourse 
with St Peter, we learn that the two 
Apostles resided together at a crisis of 
the highest importance in their ministry ; 
that the younger Apostle sought out St 
Peter with the express purpose of in- 
quiry; and that on the very occasion 
which caused a brief alienation St Paul 
appealed without hesitation to the fun- 
damental principles recognised by both ; 
while all other accounts concur in repre- 
senting the elder Apostle as justifying 
and maintaining the cause of St Paul 
when that Apostle was assailed by the 
Judaizing party. 


1 These points are fully discussed further on, 
8 7. We may remark that Bleek took nearly 
the same view as that here advocated, whereas 
his late Editor, Mangold, adopts that of the 
Tübingen school, See *Einl.' p. 665. 
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$ 3. Crass OF READERS TO WHOM THE 
EPISTLE WAS ADDRESSED, 


The foregoing arguments may indicate 
the conclusion at which we have arrived, 
and to which we adhere with entire 

- confidence, viz. that the Apostle through- 
out the Epistle is addressing not any 
separate or distinct party, faction, or class 
in the Church, but the entire body of 
Christian converts in those districts where 
the Gospel was undoubtedly planted by 
the instrumentality of St Paul That 
body of course included a considerable 
number of Jewish converts, and all its 
members were deeply penetrated by He- 
brew influences, were familiar with the Old 
Testament, and were well aware that the 
origin and root of Christianity was, as our 
Lord (Tohn iv. 22) and all His Apostles 
state, to be sought in the revelation to 
the Patriarchs and to Moses. But not 
less certainly the great majority of the 
first converts, and of those who were 
added to the Church in the interval be- 
tween St Paul's preaching and the issue 
of this Epistle, were Gentiles by birth, 
training, and previous religion. This 
being the case we should expect to find in 
the Epistle a pervading tone of ancient 
Hebrew thought, equally however intel- 
ligible to Jews and Gentiles under Apo- 
stolic teaching, but at the same time 
forms of address, exhortations, and in- 
junctions specially adapted to those who 
were most exposed to heathen influences, 
and were undergoing a rapid but not yet 
complete process of transition from old 
heathenish customs to Gospel purity and 
light. 

Now if we examine the forms of ad- 
dress we find that while the Hebrew tone 
is unmistakable (e.g. in the introductory 
clause, ch, i. 1, and in the description of 
believers, ch. ii. 9, taken from Exodus 
and Isaiah), yet by far the most numerous 
and specific expressions are applicable, 
not indeed exclusively to Gentiles, but 
to à body in which they constituted the 

. predominant and characteristic portion’. 
They are exhorted to eschew the habits 

formed in a state of ignorance (i. 14), a 

term expressly applied to heathens, being 
redeemed from ancestral corruption, 
called out of darkness, once not a people 


1 See the notes on chh. i. 1, 14, 18, 20, 22, 
ll. 9, IO, 12, lii. 3, 6, iv. 3. 
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—an expression which certainly was never 
applied to faithful Israelites—and they 
are warned to be on their guard against 
heathen practices. Women are repre- 
sented as having become, Ze. on their 
conversion, daughters of Sarah. Men are 
reminded of their old Gentile habits, iv. 
3, 4—habits which were repulsive to the 
Jews scarcely less than to Christians. In 
short the general tone and special in- 
junctions equally justify the conclusion 
at which the majority of modern com- 
mentators have arrived, that, far from 
having Israelites exclusively before his 
mind, the large-minded  baptizer of 
Cornelius gave his deepest and most 
earnest thoughts to a body in which 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, in 
which Christ is all in all. 

This conclusion has indeed against it 
the opinions of many ancient writers, none 
however of really early date', none who 
learned from Apostles or Apostolic men, 
but who generally belonged to a time 
when the true relations between the 
members of the primitive Church were 
somewhat obscured and often misappre- 
hended. Some modern writers?, deser- 
ving of all consideration, maintain that 
the Epistle written by the Apostle of the 
circumcision? must have been addressed 
exclusively to that party in the Church. 
But they do not and cannot point to a 
time or to probable circumstances in 
which Jewish communities could have 
been established in those districts which, 
as all Christian antiquity concurs, re- 
cognised St Paul as their first, and at 
that time (before St John resided at 
Ephesus) their only Apostolic Teacher ; 
nor indeed is there the slightest ground 


1 The earliest is Didymus. 
| ? E.g. Erasmus, Bengel, Hug, Pott, Mason. 
See Huther in Meyer’s ‘Exegetisches Hand- 
buch,' who agrees with Steiger in the view here 
maintained. 

3 It should be borne in mind that the Apostle 
of the Gentiles invariably addressed himself in 
the first instance to the Jews, and that his ar- - 
guments are often specially applicable to them, 
In fact both Apostles always contemplated the 
Church as an undivided whole, noticing differ- 
ences connected with race or party, only with 
the view of pointing out their incompatibility 
with Christian principles. We should also re- 
member that both Apostles suffered from the 
envy and jealousy of adversaries common to 
both, who had first attacked St Peter, see Acts 
Xl. I; 2. 
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for the assumption that in any Christian 
community, in any city or district, be- 
lievers who acknowledged their union 
with the Apostolic body were separated 
into distinct classes of worshippers. Even 
at Corinth, where factious movements 
gave occasion to indications of such 
tendency—sternly repressed by St Paul 
—no such distinct bodies were formed. 
The Epistle of Clement of Rome, written 
about a quarter of a century from the 
probable date of this Epistle, proves 
that whatever might be the internal ten- 
dency in the Corinthian church, no such 
distinction was dreamed of as that which 
is implied in this assumption. That 
Epistle, addressed to a Church in which 
the Gentile element was unquestionably 
predominant, is most deeply tinctured by 
Hebrew teaching, but it does not suggest 
or indeed permit the notion that Hebrews 
and Gentiles stood apart, worshipped 
apart, or could be addressed apart by 
an Apostolic teacher. Nothing can be 
more futile than the attempt to find traces 
of separate Hebrew bodies of worshippers 
tolerated within the Church. In Palestine 
the Hebrew element of course predomi- 
nated for a time; in other districts, especi- 
ally in Europe and Asia Minor, the Gen- 
tile element as certainly predominated. 
Tendencies existed which issued on 
the one side in the ultra-Gentile heresy 
of Marcion, on the other in the Ebionite 
faction, which has a fitting exponent 
in the worthless Clementine forgeries ; 
but no sooner did they come to a 
head than they broke out in open 
separation, not within, but from the 
Church; noticed, so far as they are 
noticed by any Apostle, only to be 
uniformly condemned. Assuredly no 
such countenance as that which would 
have been given to the most mischievous 
and inveterate enemies of Church unity, 
had such an Epistle as this been ad- 
dressed to them exclusively, ought to be 
attributed to the chief of the old Aposto- 
lic body—-the friend and the consistent 
supporter of St Paul, 





$ 4. TIME AND PLACE OF THE COMPO- 
SITION OF THIS EPISTLE. 


I. The time is approximately settled 
if we admit the fact, now scarcely open 
to serious controversy, which has been 
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discussed in the preceding sections, that 
the Apostle was acquainted with the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, which was cer- 
tainly written towards the close of St 
Paul's two years' residence at Rome, in 
bonds but not yet incarcerated, This 
leaves no option of a composition earlier 
than A.D. 63. A much later date is 
certainly precluded by the notices of the 
constitution of the Church'. 

With this agree other clear indications 
in the Epistle, especially those which 
refer to the condition of the Christians 
in Asia Minor. It is evident on the one 
hand that partial but very frequent at- 
tacks had been made upon them; that 
accusations of disloyalty, neglect or vio- 
lation of legal enactments, had been 
urged; that the name of Christian was 
held up to scorn (iv. 14) and apparently 
was regarded as in some cases a sufficient 
ground for condemnation even to death 
(iv. 15, 16). Such was evidently the general 
condition of Christians from the time 
when the Gospel was first preached in 
those districts, and there is good reason 
to believe that the persecutions, regular 
or irregular, of which we find notices in 
the earlier Epistles, continually increased 
in intensity. The irritation of the Gen- 
tles against those who themselves re- 
jected, and induced numbers to reject 
the national superstitions ; the fury of 
the numerous citizens and merchants 
whose interests were bound up with 
the public worship of the old and 
popular idols; the persistent and skilful 
machinations of the unbelieving Jews, 
especially influential in the “wrangling 
marts” and commercial sea-ports of the 
East, are brought before us in lively 
colours by the Epistles of St Paul: nor 
can it be doubted that those movements 
approached their culminating point about 
the time when Nero—not unskilful in 
discerning indications of popular excite- 
ment—first brought them to a focus in 
that fearful persecution of which the 
horrors are scarcely conceivable, to which 
indeed full justice could scarcely be done 
save by a writer who combines a lively 
imagination and singular historical tact 
with utter irreverence and disregard of 
ordinary feelings of modesty and tender- 


1 See notes on ch. v. 1, and § 6, towards the 
end, : 
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ness’, Butit seems clear that no regular, 
systematic persecution conducted under 
imperial authority, had broken out at 
that time either in the city where this 
Epistle was written or in the districts to 
which it was addressed. ‘The mutter- 
ings of the storm were heard, and there 
were frequent anticipations of impend- 
ing woes; but the great judgment had 
not yet begun from the house of God 
(iv. 17). This Epistle had certainly for 
one object consolation under present 
sufferings, but far more distinctly and 
impressively preparation for a coming 
woe?, The Christian is the object of in- 
cessant calumny, of vigilant espial, but is 
not as yet in a position to be subject to the 
last penalty without any form of trial, 
simply on the ground of his adherence to 
a new faith. 

On these grounds we must assign the 
Epistle to the interval between the first 
year of St Paul’s imprisonment and the 
burning of Rome A.D. 64, July. 

: 2. Closely connected with the ques- 
tion as to the time of the composition is 
that of the place. 

Here we have first to examine the 
statement at the close of the Epistle, 
NIS. 

If we read it without reference to any 
early tradition, to any consideration of 
the history of the Apostle and of early 
Christendom, it would at first sight ap- 
pear that when he gives the salutation of 
the Zady or Church co-elect—doubtless 
with the Christians to whom the Epistle 
is addressed—in Babylon, the Apostle 


1 The * Antechrist? of Renan stands alone in 
its vivid and fearful portraiture of the agony of 
that terrible crisis: see especially pp. 164 to 181, 
to which Bishop Lightfoot refers with a well- 
merited note of disapproval. 

2 So Steiger, Wieseler, Huther, and others. 

3 It is scarcely conceivable that a critic so 
acute as Hilgenfeld should misunderstand or 
misinterpret intimations of such a character, as 
referring to the persecution under Trajan; nor 
indeed does it seem admissible to refer them to 
any period after the burning of Rome, when 
Christianity was for the first time formally de- 
nounced as an illicit religion, and persecution 
from that time if not continuous, yet breaking 
out in frequent intervals, became the normal 
condition of the Church of Christ. See an ex- 
cellent article by M. Boissier in the ‘Revue 
archéologique,’ 1876, pp. 119 f. The notices 
in this Epistle refer to a different and early stage 
in the process. See notes on i. 6, ii. 12, iii. 
16, iv. 19, v. 6. 
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distinctly intimates that well-known city 
as the place where he was then residing. 

This view accordingly has had nu- 
merous and very weighty supporters in 
modern times: critics of the highest 
eminence, and certainly little affected by 
party considerations, have adopted it 
without misgiving. 

It implies that towards the close of 
St Peters public ministry there existed 
at Babylon a Christian community, faith- 
ful to the whole system of Christian 
doctrine, equally under the influence of 
Pauline and Petrine teaching; that Sil- 
vanus, St Paul's old and tried friend, was 
living there, in close connection with St 
Peter; and that the Church was on 
terms of affectionate intercourse with 
those communities in Asia Minor which 
owed their existence to St Paul. 

But to this whole statement and to 
each of its details serious and indeed 
insuperable objections exist. 

In the first place we have to encounter 
the uniform, unvarying, testimony of early 
Christian writers. From whatever quarter 
their voices reach us, they affirm that 
Babylon here is a recognised appellation 
of Rome,the city which occupied the place 
of that ancient city as the central world- 
power,the head-quarters of Anti-Christian 
influences’. In fact no other view of the 
passage was entertained or suggested be- 
fore Calvin, who argued that the old tra- 
dition was connected with false notions 
as to the position of the Roman Church, 
and that in this as in all other cases the 
literal interpretation ought to stand, un- 
less it is shewn to be untenable. 

Now the main point to be determined 
is whether it is probable or even possible 
that, at the date assigned to this Epistle, 
a Christian community under the presi- 
dency of St Peter existed at Babylon. 

One thing is certain, and seems of 
itself almost conclusive. The early 
records of Christianity, which give very 
full accounts of Christian Churches, and 
which especially give prominence to those 


1 Papias, Cleia. Alex., Jerome, CEcumenius, 
Eusebius; all state this as a well-known fact, 
needing no defence. CEcumenius gives the true 
account of the matter. ‘‘ He calls Rome Baby- 
lon, on account of the pre-eminence which of old 
had belonged to Babylon.” Renan observes 
that ** Rome devint comme Babylone une sorte 
de ville sacramentelle et symbolique." *Ante- 
christ,' p. 178. 
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founded by Apostles or under their guid- 
ance, are absolutely silent as regards the 
existence of a Church at Babylon. We 
have no notice of a succession of Bishops, 
no intimation of persecutions in that 
city; the Church must have been swept 
away without a trace of its existence—all 
points which, if they stood alone, would 
compel us to inquire if no other inter- 
pretation could be maintained. 

But we have historical evidence, ac- 
cepted by all critics as genuine, which 
proves conclusively that a community of 
Christians, more especially of Hebrew 
Christians, to whom St Peter is assumed 
to have confined his personal ministra- 
tions, did not and could not exist in that 
city or the adjoining district at the time 
in question. Up to the time of Caligula 
the Jews formed a large and very influen- 
tial community in Babylon. ‘They were 
staunch religionists; bigoted adherents 
of all Hebrew traditions; they supplied 
Palestine with some of its most dis- 
tinguished teachers; Hillel, a descendant 
of David, came from that city before 
our Lord’s birth; and the school in 
that district continued to flourish in all 
branches of rabbinical doctrine. Christi- 
anity, had it been introduced there at 
any time, would have encountered fierce 
and persistent opposition, of which traces 
would certainly have been found in the 
traditions of the Babylonian Talmud. 

But about A.D. 40, towards the end of 
Caligula’s reign, the whole Jewish popu- 
lation in Babylon was exterminated by a 
series of calamities, of which a full ac- 
count is given by Josephus in the last 
chapter of the 18th Book of his Jewish 
Antiquities. 

We learn from that account that after 
the total destruction by the Parthians of 
the warlike colony of Hebrews at Nearda 
—a most remarkable and interesting epi- 
sode in the history of the province—the 
old and bitter enmity between the native 
Babylonians and the Jews residing among 
them burst out; the Babylonians set 
upon the Jews, who being unable to re- 
sist them by arms, or to endure their 
insults, migrated in great numbers to 
Seleucia ; and that six years later, in con- 
sequence of losses caused apparently by a 
fresh outbreak, those who had remained 
left the district of Babylon. At Seleucia 
50,000 of the fugitives were afterwards 
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massacred. There can be no doubt that, 
as Josephus expressly states, the Jews 
abandoned the whole province; and 
though at a later time we find them 
in adjoining districts, there is no indica- 
tion of their presence within the precincts 
of Babylon’. 

It is in short utterly incredible that a 
Christian Church, consisting as critics 
assume chiefly, if not wholly, of Hebrew 
converts, should have been established 
in Babylon within less than a quarter of 
a century from that catastrophe. 

With regard to the probability of St 
Peter’s own presence and active work in 
that district, or, speaking generally, near 
or beyond the Eastern limits of the 
Roman empire, it must be observed that 
although we know nothing definite of 
the Apostle's movements after the dis- 
pute between him and St Paul at Antioch, 
probably in the year A.D. 53, yet that 
intimations in St Pauls Epistles’, and 


1 The extent and importance of this calamity 
are much underrated by Huther, in Meyer's 
* Exegetisches Handbuch,’ who does not seem to 
have read the chapter in Josephus, certainly not 
with due care. For he says that only 50,000 
Jews are said to have left Babylon, whereas the 
historian says expressly that of those who fled to 
Seleucia 50,000 were massacred, and that Jews, 
who did not join in the first migration, six years 
afterwards deserted the city in consequence of 
great losses ($00pá?). In the last section of the 
same chapter Josephus says that ‘‘the whole 
race of Jews in this province (r&v rò rie Tov- 
dalwy yévos) abandoned it, dreading the natives 
of Babylon and Seleucia.” Huther in fact shews 
by this mis-statement that he feels the incom- 
patibility of the facts with the assumption of the 
existence of a Hebrew Christian Church at 
Babylon in St Peter’s time. 

2 The most distinct allusions to St Peter’s 
presence or action in Corinth are found in St 
Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians. In the 
first chapter, v. 12, he states that certain persons 
at Corinth took the name of Cephas, as also his 
own name and that of Apollos, nay, even of 
Christ Himself, as a badge of party; of course, 
without any concurrence on his own part or on 
the part of Apollos or Cephas. In the third 
chapter, v. 22, St Paul names Cephas, together 
with himself and Apollos, as ministering to the 
Church in Corinth. We may add that the refer- 
ence to the wife of Cephas, ch. ix. 5, implies 
personal knowledge on the part of the Corinth- 
ians. In no passage of that Epistle does St 
Paul suggest, or permit the suggestion, that 
St Peter countenanced his opponents. It is 
also to be remarked that in the long and 
very grave series of charges that St Paul brings 
against certain members or parties in the Church 
of Corinth, none are connected with questions 
between Hebrew and Gentile Christians, but 
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in the earliest Christian writers, point 
distinctly to his presence and activity in 
Europe; as for instance at Corinth, where 
the most ancient and trustworthy notices 
shew that he preached, as a joint founder' 
with St Paul, and at Rome’, where, as it 
is generally admitted and is positively as- 
serted by the writer above all others com- 
petent to speak with authority, he was 
accompanied by St Mark*. St Mark 
would certainly not have been needed 
as an interpreter in a Hebrew Christian 
Church at Babylon; at Rome he may 
have been and prebably was almost in- 
dispensable. We find also in the men- 
tion of Silvanus a further and most co- 
gent argument against the supposition 
that the writer was resident at Babylon. 
Nothing more probable than that Silvanus 
should be drawn to Rome by St Paul's 
presence in that city; nothing more pro- 
bable than that in that city he should 
have been directed by St Peter, or 
induced spontaneously, to undertake a 
mission to the quarters where he had 
laboured of old in company with St 
Paul; and certainly nothing more suit- 
able to St Peters purpose, whether or 


with errors of :doctrine and corruptions of prac- 
tice, which had their source in Gentile laxity of 
morals and pseudo-scientific speculations. Com- 
pare the notices of dissensions at Corinth in the 
Epistle of Clement of Rome, e. g. ch. 48. 

1 So Dionysius, Bp of Corinth, about A.D. 
170. It is inconceivable that the positive state- 
ment of this Bishop in reference to his own city, 
and to Rome, with regard to which his state- 
ment is confirmed by Irenæus, should be slighted 
in deference to conjectures **aping the truth.” 
We have abundant testimony in the Epistle of 
Clement Rom., in the Epistle of Ignatius to the 
Romans c. I., and in Irenæus, that the memory 
of both Apostles was cherished with grateful 
affection at Rome and Corinth. In a most im- 
portant passage, ch. 44, Clem. R. attributes 
to our Apostles, z.e. St Peter and St Paul, the 
organization of the Christian ministry at Corinth. 
In this sense the word joint-founders may pro- 
perly be applied to both, as by Irenzeus and 
Dionysius. 

? The presence and martyrdom of St Peter at 
Rome are attested by Dionysius Cor., Caius of 
Rome, the Canon of Muratori, Irenzeus, Clem. 
` Alex., Tertullian, and by all later Fathers. The 
facts, questioned or denied by some modern 
writers, chiefly of the extreme negative school, 
are maintained by Credner, Bleek, Wieseler, 
Meyer, Hilgenfeld, Renan, Mangold, and nearly 
all unbiassed critics. See Gebhardt’s note on 
Clem. Rom. v. 4, p. 81, Bishop Lightfoot on 
the same passage, and Schott, p. 348 f. 

3 The oldest witness is Papias, Eus. ‘H. E." 
III. 15; thus too Irenæus III. 1, and Clem. Alex. 
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not he acted with the direct and open 
concurrence of St Paul, or guided only by 
his own Christian feelings, than to send 
this missive of encouragement, exhorta- 
tion, and earnest injunction to steadfast- 
ness in the faith as the readers had re- 
ceived it first, by the hands of Silvanus, 
under the sanction of both Apostles, and 
with St Peter’s personal attestation to 
his faithfulness. 

An argument in favour of the Babylo- 
nian hypothesis has been drawn from 
the order in which the provinces ad- 
dressed by St Peter:are enumerated in 
the beginning of the Epistle. It is re- 
marked that they do not begin with the 
west and proceed eastward—as might 
be expected had the letter come from 
Rome—but that they begin with the 
east and end with Asia and Bithynia. 
But on close examination the argument 
tells in the opposite direction, The first 
district mentioned is Pontus. Now Pon- 
tus was a district in constant communica- 
tion with Rome; a vessel proceeding from 
Rome would probably proceed there di- 
rectly if its course was determined by the 
lines of traffic; and whether we suppose 
that it was sent on public, or on Christian 
business, the sea-ports of Pontus would be 
equally convenient. On the other hand, 
had the messenger of St Peter started 
from Babylon it is impossible that Pon- 
tus should have been the first district 
which he reached, or that which would 
naturally present itself first to the A- 
postle’s mind. 

The foregoing arguments seem to leave 
no alternative but to accept the old un- 
varying testimony of the Fathers, who 
must have known the sense in which the 
statement was understood throughout 
Asia Minor, that St Peter designates 
Rome by the name of Babylon. 

The objection however is strongly 
urged that it is highly improbable St 
Peter should have used a mystic term in 
an Epistle dealing not with apocalyptic 
visions but with simple matters of fact. 

But we should observe that the whole 
clause in which this appellation occurs 
must be understood in a symbolical 
sense. This salutation is given, not—as 
is elsewhere the case where Churches are 
distinctly specified as sending or receiving 
greetings— by the Church in Babylon, but 
by che co-elect, a feminine adjective, to 
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which the literal reader would naturally 
supply the word woman or lady. In fact 
Some expositors have adopted this in- 
'terpretation and suppose that St Peter 
sends the salutation in the name of his 
wife, elect together with himself—an in- 
terpretation rejected by the common 
sense of Christians, and too unreason- 
able to need refutation; for who could 
imagine that he should name his wife 
on such an occasion, or speak of her as 
co-elect in Babylon? This expression 
must be accepted as a mystical designa- 
tion of the Christian community, dwelling 
in a city which the Apostle styles Baby- 
lon, the head-quarters of idolatrous wor- 
ship, the abode of antichristian and per- 
secuting powers; such as Babylon was in 
the times of the prophets, to whose voice 
St Peter was ever listening; such as 
Rome, and Rome alone, was in his own 
time. What could be more natural than 
that the Christians of Rome should send 
such a greeting to their co-elect brethren, 
just at a time when the ** vanward clouds 
of evil days" were gathering thickly and 
threatening to burst over both? 

But would the designation be under- 
stood by those to whom it was addressed? 
Of course if explanation were needed it 
would at once be given by the bearer of 
the Epistle; but we know for certain that 
the inhabitants of Asia Minor became 
familiarly acquainted with the expression 
before the close of the first century, 
and we must therefore admit as pro- 
bable that, when the Revelation of St John 
first reached them, it found them prepared 
to receive the name of Babylon as sym- 
bolically designating Rome. We may 
safely assume that the great majority of 
commentators are right in the interpre- 
tation of the name Babylon, which is 
given in the commentary on the Reve- 
lation in this volume. The Christians 
must have had constant occasion to refer 
to the imperial city as the central hold 
of idolatry and persecution; and they 
might naturally use language which would 
not expose them to Gentile indignation. 

St Peter indeed appears in this clause to 
have intentionally used very guarded ex- 
pressions. The term “‘co-elect,” as applied 
either to an individual or a Church, has 
no parallel in Scripture or in early Chris- 
tian writers. It would not be understood 
by any heathen who might hear or read 
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it; nor give occasion to a charge of dis- 
loyalty to the Empire: a charge equally 
perilous to the Christians of Asia Minor 
and to those of Rome. ~ It had moreover 
a peculiar suitableness in an Epistle ad- 
dressed to Christians who had been con- 
verted by St Paul. It would remind 
them that the Church in which St Peter 
was residing and in whose name he spoke, 
owed its origin probably, and certainly 
its full development, to St Paul their own 
Apostle. ‘‘Fellow elect” in all senses, 
fellows in the Divine purpose and fore- 
knowledge, elect together from heathen- 
ism and Judaism, and brought to the 
knowledge and realization of their elec- 
tion by the same instrumentality. This 
is in fact one more point supporting the 
view insisted upon throughout these 
pages, that St Peter was specially intent 
upon confirming the Churches in their 
acceptance and maintenance of Pauline 
doctrines, 

But it will be said, late critics are all 
but unanimous in upholding the literal 
sense. We are however dealing here not 
with authorities, but with reasons: were 
we indeed to listen to authorities we might 
argue fairly that the testimony of Fathers 
nearly contemporary with the writer, and 
certainly competent witnesses to the be- 
lief of those who received the Epistle, 
would be entitled to preference over 
views founded on conjecture or ques- 
tionable interpretations. We might fur- 
ther argue that the opponents of the old 
view were certainly influenced in the first 
place by strong party feelings. Calvin’, 
the first maintainer of the modern view, 
says that the old interpretation is “a 
stronghold of popery;” a statement 
which is at once controversially dangerous 
in reference to Romanists, who would 
justly claim the support of all Christian 
antiquity, not to speak of internal evi- 
dence, in their favour, and subversive of 
his own position; for who would attach 
weight to an argument suggested by 
such a consideration? Luther, whose 
vigorous intellect guided him safely, felt 


1 Even Calvin admitted that St Peter may have 
died at Rome: see *Instit. Iv. ch. 6, § 15, 
** Propter scriptorum consensum non pugno quin 
illic mortuus esset." On the feeling which af- 
fected the judgment of some modern critics see 
Hilgenfeld's remarks quoted further on in note r, 


p. 60. 
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that it would give a vantage-ground to 
his bitter opponents were he to forsake 
the old view, and he maintained it fear- 
lessly. In fact there is nothing in this 
closing salutation like an assumption of 
authority, much less of supremacy. St 
Peter does not speak in his own name, 
nor in the name of the Apostolic body, 
to which he never alludes as recognising 
his authority or even primacy, but simply 
conveys the salutations of the Christian 
body, of which every member is entitled 
to the highest of all designations—one 
of the Elect of God. We must also ob- 
serve that among the latest commenta- 
tors some of highest repute for critical 
discernment and absence of party feel- 
ing! accept the old tradition as well 
founded both on external evidence and 
internal grounds. 


$5. CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS EPISTLE. 


We first remark the extreme simplicity 
of the general structure. It is divided 
broadly, at the 11th verse of the 2nd 
chapter, into two sections. The first 
presents us with a portraiture of the 
Christian in his high privileges, elect by 
the Divine will, in full possession of the 
means of salvation, animated by a new 
life in virtue of his regeneration, over- 
flowing with spiritual emotions, rooted in 
faith, abounding in hope, full of unfeigned 
fervent love, especially developed in the 
relationships of the new family; we have 
the dogmatic truths of the pre-existence, 
the divinity, the majesty, of the Head 
of the Church set before us with a vivid- 
ness and completeness unsurpassed in 
the sacred writings, while the Church 
stands out as a temple of which every 
stone is instinct with spiritual life, the 
home and realization of the ideal Israel, 
ever present to the mind of God’s heralds 
and interpreters, in which the old people 
became a true spiritual people, and those 
who had been for ages wholly alien were 
made full partakers of all blessings, 
- brought out of the darkness of heathen- 
ism into marvellous light, shewing forth 
the praises and thanksgivings which attest 
their union with each other in Christ. 

In the following section, to the close of 
the Epistle, the Apostle dwells in detail 


1 E.g. Ewald, Thiersch, Mason, Wieseler, 
Schott, &c. See note 2, p. 56. 
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uponthedutieswhich springfrom that new 
relationship, with special reference to the 
temptations to which at that time all 
classes of his converts were exposed. 
In the foremost and central place we find 
the inculcation of purity' as the condition 
of victory, both in the desperate struggle 
between the flesh and the spirit (ii. 1r), 
and in the great work assigned to Chris- 
tians of evangelizing the Gentile world 
(ii. 12, see note). ‘Then come in order 
the duties of Christians as subjects and 
citizens (ii. 13—17), recalling the exhorta- 
tions of St Paul, but dwelling with pe- 
culiar force upon the possible abuse of 
Christian liberty—a point urged else- 
where by the younger Apostle, but here 
introduced with singular aptness in refer- 
ence to civil and political subordination. 
Next come exhortations to Christians 
in a state of servitude, again reminding 
us, and doubtless recalling to the readers' 
minds, the exhortation of St Paul in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, but having one 
most impressive peculiarity. In that 
Epistle St Paul dwells on the relation 
of all classes to Christ, and on the 
future reward; St Peter, in his special 
capacity as “witness of the sufferings of 
Christ’,” fixes attention upon Christ as the 
one example of all Christians, especially 
of those who are called upon to suffer in 
His name and for His sake, and who are 
thus made true followers of Him who by 
His death accomplished the redemption 
of man. Wives and husbands next re- 
ceive counsels and admonitions, those to 
the former based on their adoption into 
the family of Sarah, to the latter with 
special reference to the new inheritance 
of which husbands and wives are equally 
partakers, and to the development of their 
new spiritual life in common prayer. 
Then follows a singularly complete 
and condensed summary of the duties of 
men called to inherit a common blessing’, 
and warnings against undue terror and 
despondency, remarkable not: only for 
force and persuasiveness, but for their 
combination with a survey of the deepest 
mysteries of grace, with a presentation of 
the Saviour’s work on earth and in the 
unknown region of spirits, and of His 


1 See Dean Church, ‘The Gifts of Civiliza- 
tion,’ p. 134. 

2 See note on ch. v. I. 

3 See note on iii. 8 
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present exaltation to dominion over all 
the powers of the universe’. The same 
strain of exhortation to all Christian good 
"Works, mingled and blended with refer- 
ences to present or impending afflic- 
tions, and to the mighty truths of Reve- 
lation, is preserved to the end of the 4th 
chapter. It is followed in the sth by 
an admonition to the leaders of the 
Christian community, whose position is 
at once defined and limited, as sharing 
the duties and prerogatives of the minis- 
try with the Apostle himself (who claims 
but to be their fellow presbyter), and who 
are strongly warned against their special 
temptation to undue assumption of lord- 
ship. The whole is wound up with exhor- 
tations, and warnings, remarkable for in- 
tense concentration, and with an ascrip- 
tion which presents in the most condense 
and completest form the claims of the 
Father as the source, and of the Son as 
the channel of all spiritual strength and 
life. 

With a salutation corresponding in 
brevity and completeness to that which 
introduces the Epistle, St Peter closes 
what he himself describes as a 2zzef sum- 
mary of Christian doctrine and admoni- 
tion, once more and emphatically en- 
joining perseverance in the true grace of 
God, of which his readers had already 
been made partakers; taking occasion 
to name two persons, Silvanus, well 
known to all as the old fellow worker of 
St Paul, and St Mark, an attendant of 
that Apostle both at the commence- 
ment, and towards the close of his 
career, and then commending all to the 
peace which is in Christ. 

When we consider the purport and 
bearings of the Epistle, as thus briefly in- 
dicated, and look more closely into each 
portion of it, endeavouring to realize the 
character and intentions of the inspired 
writer, certain points, sometimes strangely 
overlooked, strike us with exceeding dis- 
tinctness and force. 

We observe that not only does St Peter, 
like St Paul and indeed all inspired 
teachers, give equal prominence to. the 
duties and the privileges of Christians, 
to dogma and to practice, but that he 
keeps them throughout in the closest 
imaginable connection. In this we find, 


1 iii. 18—22, See further on in this 8. 
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not a point of difference between the two 
Apostles, but a remarkably vivid illustra- 
tion of the principle common to both. 
Not one thought connected with the 
mystery of salvation is presented without 
an instant and emphatic reference to 
what a Christian ought to feel and what 
he ought to do. No place in the spiritual 
temple is so humble that he who holds it 
has not before him the loftiest sphere of 
spiritual action and thought.  Injunc- 
tions which touch the heart most power- 
fully are impressed upon us as we con- 
template the eternal glory, the manifesta- 
tions of Christ’s love: Christ’s power and 
majesty flash out most vividly as we follow 
His workings in the heart of the slave. 

This characteristic of the Epistle re- 
quires close and repeated study to ap- 
preciate duly, but it forces itself upon 
the mind and works upon the feelings of 
all who read with open and devout hearts. 
If among Christian teachers St Peter 
ranks as one thoroughly and conspi- 
cuously practical it is because he is 
thoroughly spiritual and evangelical. 
Christ suffering is at once the example 
and the salvation of believers, Christ in 
glory at once the object of devout con- 
templation and the exceeding great re- 
ward of His followers. Among commen- 
tators, who have brought this aspect of 
St Peter's teaching to bear upon the con- 
science and life of Christians, Archbishop 
Leighton stands foremost, a man who 
himself combined the resources of learn- 
ing with the truest and most vivid appre- 
ciation of the lowliest graces and loftiest 
gifts of God's people. 

But one characteristic, not in fact dif- 
ferent, but yet distinct, from this har- 
monious intertwining of doctrine and 
practice, has yet to be considered. We 
refer to the very remarkable comprehen- 
siveness of St Peter's representation of 
the work of Christ and the privileges of 
His Church, and the extreme complete- 
ness and conciseness of his statements, 
both as regards doctrine and practice. 
Thus for instance when he brings before 
us the mystery of salvation, he at once 
points out that it is the end of the faith 
which is fixed intently upon Christ and 
developed in perfect love and unspeak- 
able joy: but he does not rest there; he 
directs our thoughts to the ages past; 
there he sees, and makes us see, the 
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Spirit of Christ—thus regarded as eter- 
nally coexisting in the Godhead—dwell- 
ing as giver of life in the prophets, dis- 
tinct from their own spirit, informing 
and enlightening them, and making them 
feel themselves to be, what the Church 
has ever acknowledged them to be, the 
channels and agents of a salvation, which 
they and the Angels contemplate with 
intense interest and unwearied admira- 
tion. This point, though according with 
all Apostolic teaching, is in its form and 
development peculiar to St Peter. See 
note on i. 1o. 

For other instances of complete and 
condensed statement we may refer the 
reader to notes on chh. i. 4, ii. 17, iil. 
By 18/022, iv 3, 19, Ve 16; 

Here we would however call special 
attention to the bearing of this point 
upon the most obscure, but certainly 
most deeply interesting passage in the 
whole Epistle, iii. 18—22. The Apostle 
sets before us Christians undergoing every 
species of trial and persecution, and calls 
upon them to defend the truth fearlessly 
by reasoning, and above all by the mani- 
festation of genuine Christian principles 
andentire blamelessness of life (vv. 1 3-17). 
He points at once, as before in addressing 
servants, to the example of Christ's suffer- 
ing ; and then, having Christ thus present 
to his mind, he follows Him from the 
scene of that suffering into the inter- 
mediate state: he fills up the gap be- 
tween tbe death on the Cross and the 
Resurrection; and he gives us a glimpse, 
not an obscure glimpse, into the interval 
passed by the human spirit of our Lord 
in the unknown realms of the departed. 
He sees and hears Him preaching, and 
singles out, as special objects of that 
preaching, the multitudinous souls who 
in every stage of disobedience had been 
swept from the earth at the Deluge—thus, 
as ever, bringing the past and greatest 
judgments to bear upon present trials 
and future accomplishment. In this 
representation St Peter stands, so to 
speak, alone': other passages of Holy 
Scripture point in the same direction, 
but to him it was given to indicate a part 
of Christ's work, which was appreciated 
most thoroughly by the greatest teachers 

1 For a corresponding. notice in a speech of 


St Peter, see Introduction to the Acts, p. 340. 
Cf. Eph. iv. 9. 
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of the earl Church, and which has 
a special interest for minds now 
anxiously exercised by questionings 
touching the condition of disembodied 
spirits. But St Peter deals with it, ac- 
cording to his usual system of complete 
statement, as a link between the work 
done on earth and the following glories: 
the Resurrection, the Ascension, and the 
culmination of all that had been antici- 
pated by prophets, the Session on the 
right hand of God, the inauguration of 
the everlasting kingdom of Him to whom 
the highest created powers are ministers 
and slaves. It is the same St Peter 
who, in the Gospel of St Mark written 
certainly under his influence, and in his 
speeches recorded in the Acts, ever re- 
verts to the first announcements of 
Gospel truths, and points onward to the 
accomplishment of all in the conversion 
of the world and the manifestation of 
the kingdom of God. 


EVIDENCES OF AUTHENTICITY. 
A. EXTERNAL EVIDENCE. 


§ 6. 


In the case of a writing, which is ad- 
mitted by all critics to have been ranked 
among those whose authenticity was un- 
questioned in the early Church, it might 
suffice to refer to the brief but conclu- 
sive statements of Eusebius ‘H. E.» m1. 
25. 3, and to a few passages from the 
most ancient Fathers upon which the 
statement rests, or by which it is con- 
firmed. 

But independently of the advantage 
of having a ready and, to unprejudiced 
minds, a conclusive answer to cavilling 
objections, a somewhat full inquiry into 
the writings of the Fathers, which bear 
upon this point, may serve to shew, not 
only the general reception of the Epistle 
in the first and second centuries, but the 
deep impression which it made upon 
those who best represent the mind of 
early Christendom. 3 

The notice in the second Epistle of 
St Peter, iii. 1, is admitted, even by those 
who impugn the authenticity of that 
Epistle, to be conclusive as to the fact 
that this one was known and generally 
accepted at the beginning of the 2nd 
century, the Iatest time which critics as- 
sign for the composition of the second 
Epistle. Accepting, in common with all 
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the Churches of Christendom, that Epistle 
as genuine, on grounds which will be 
stated in the Introduction to it, we have 
the highest possible attestation, that of 
the Apostle himself. 

We learn from Eusebius! that Papias 
of Hierapolis quoted this Epistle in 
writings no longer extant. Now Papias, 
as we learn from Irenæus, V. 33. 4, was 
“a hearer of John, and a companion of 
Polycarp*." The statement is conclusive 
as to the reception of the Epistle in that 
district of Asia Minor to which it was 
specially addressed. 

But passing on to those Fathers whose 
works are in our hands, and who are the 
best representatives of the early Church, 
we find a remarkable series of testimo- 
nies, whether we turn to the city, from 
which, as we have argued, the Epistle 
was sent, or to those communities to 
which it was addressed. It must always 
be remembered in consulting the earliest 
Fathers for information that it was not 
their custom to quote any books of the 
New Testament with scrupulous accuracy, 
or to name the writers. In addressing 
heathens such a process would have been 
utterly useless, in addressing Christians 
familiar with the Apostolic writings they 
would seem to have deemed it needless. 
What we do find in the case of those 
portions of Scripture, which are accepted 
as genuine by the most unscrupulous 
critics, are allusions, adaptations of strik- 
ing thoughts and utterances, words and 
sentences embedded, so to speak, in ex- 
hortations or addresses to the heart and 
conscience of Christians, indications of 
familiarity with the works so noticed 
both on the part of the writers and of 
those to whom they were writing. If we 
bear this in mind we shall find, as the 
result of careful inquiry, that, compared 
with any other portion of equal extent, 
we have a most unusual quantity of such 
allusions in reference to this Epistle, suf- 


1 'This notice of Papias is of great importance. 
Eusebius, * H. E.' 11. 15, says that, according to 
Papias, St Peter mentions Mark in his first Epis- 
'tle, which he wrote in Rome itself, and that he 
calls Rome: Babylon, metaphorically, See also 
Eus. *H. E. 111. 25. 

2 'This statement, so far as regards St John, 
has been questioned, but abundant proof of its 
credibility is given by Bishop Lightfoot; see his 
two articles on Papias in the ‘Contemporary 
Review,’ 1875. 
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ficient, if not to convince those who start 
with a fixed opinion of its irreconcilable- 
ness with their own theories, yet to satisfy 
all other critics, however free and bold in 
their inquiries, of its acceptance by the 
early Church. 

Rome, for instance, is represented most 
perfectly by St Clement. Addressing 
the Corinthians he abounds, as might be 
expected, in allusions to the Pauline E- 
pistles. Yet if we apply the broad test 
of indices, compiled, as in the edition 
of Gebhardt and Harnack, without any 
view to controversy, we find in that 
Epistle no less than seventeen passages 
bearing more or less satisfactory indica- 
tions of familiarity with St Peter’s words 
and thoughts, a larger number in propor- 
tion than even the references to Romans 
(18), to 1 Cor. (23), 2 Cor. (5), Gal. (6), 
Eph. (12): larger even than to the Epi- 
stle to the Hebrews, with which, as is 
well known, the mind of St Clement 
was so thoroughly impregnated that 
critics of high authority have attributed 
to him its authorship. Nor is this ge- 
neral impression materially weakened 
when we examine the references in detail. 
Some of these passages are cited in the 
following commentary, see notes on chh. 
i. 16, 19, ii. 21; they leave a distinct 
impression that the writer had St Peter's 
Epistle present to his mind, and had 
reason to believe that it must have been 
known to his readers. "There are two 
references to, 1 Pet: i1113, r5, inthe 
newly-discovered portion of St Clement's 
Epistle. See §§ LIX. and LXI. 

The only other writer of very early 
date who represents in any sense the 
Church of Rome is Hermas. In his 
well-known, but fanciful work, the *Shep- 
herd,’ very few clear quotations are found 
from any books of the New Testament. 
His vague and inaccurate style, both as 
regards thought and the expression of 
thought, would seem incompatible with 
what is called diplomatic exactitude. 
Still the traces of familiarity with this 
Epistle are numerous and tolerably clear. 
He adopts figures of speech common 
in St Peter, expresses doctrinal views in 
similar language, and though he cannot 
be relied upon as an independent autho- 
rity, he must be regarded as one whose 
notices harmonize with those which, as 
all admit, in the course of the next cen- 
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tury prove the universal reception of this 
Epistle by the Churches of Christendom. 

We turn to the East; to those Fathers 
who represent the Churches of Asia 
Minor most completely. There we have 
positive and most important results. Of 
all the early Fathers none stand higher 
in character and position, none are en- 
titled to, or have received, more reverence 
than Polycarp', the faithful disciple of 
St John, saint and martyr, Bishop of 
Smyrna at the close of the first cen- 
tury, a man who won the crown of life 
promised in the book of Revelation, 
ii. ro, to him who in the hour of trial 
should “be faithful unto death." Now 
in the Epistle of that great Bishop ad- 
dressed to the Philippians there are quo- 
tations from our Epistle so distinct and 
so accurate, that no critic questions the 
fact. Their only resource is a reckless, 
and, we must add, futile attempt to dis- 
prove the authenticity of Polycarp's E- 
pistle, in spite of all the strongest imagi- 
nable attestation to its unquestioned 
reception in early ages. The reader 
need but glance at the passages from that 
Epistle referred to in this Commentary 
or conspicuously marked in the margin 
of the editions of Bishop Jacobson, of 
Hefele, and of Gebhardt and Harnack, 
to be satisfied that St Polycarp, the dis- 
ciple of St John, the staunch follower 
and admirer of St Paul, dwelt with spe- 
cial earnestness upon the teaching of St 
Peter in our Epistle’. 

We need not discuss the question 


1 On Polycarp see the exhaustive article by 
Bp. Lightfoot in the ‘Contemporary Review,’ 
May, 1875; he deals thoroughly with the in- 
ternal as well as external proofs of the authen- 
ticity of this Epistle. The date of Polycarp’s 
death has been lately established, in a manner 
satisfactory to all critics (e.g. Hilgenfeld, Lip- 
sius, and E. Renan), by inscriptions of which a 
full account has been given by M. Waddington. 
It must have taken place between A.D. 154 and 
A.D. 156. We know from Polycarp's own state- 
ment that he had then been 86 years a Christian ; 
and he was probably not much less than 100 years 
old. We have thus a practically contemporary 
` testimony to the reception of our Epistle in Asia 
Minor. See the note in Vol. 11. p. 163 of * Pa- 
tres Apostolici, Gebhardt and Harnack, and 
Bp. Lightfoot, 1. c. 

? It is somewhat remarkable that Polycarp 
has a larger number of passages evidently taken 
from this Epistle than from any of the Pauline 
Epistles, This shews the peculiarly strong im- 
pression which it had made upon the minds of 
Christians in Asia Minor. 
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whether Justin Martyr had read this 
Epistle. It is well known that in ad- 
dressing heathens and unconverted Jews 
that writer had no occasion for quoting 
Christian works, and that the evidence 
of his familiarity with the Gospels and 
the Pauline Epistles rests on deductions 
rather than on positive data. Yet traces 
there are—scarcely less distinct than 
those which in other cases have satisfied 
most critics—of familiarity with our 
Apostle’s teaching and language. With- 
out claiming him as a witness we hold 
that his testimony is far from adverse 
to the general reception of our Epistle 
in his time. 

In the second and early part of the 
third centuries we have a host of un- 
questioned and unquestionable attesta- 
tions. Foremost stands Irenæus, a man 
representing both the East and the 
West. Born in Asia Minor, and educated 
under Polycarp, Presbyter and, after 
Pothinus of the same great Johannine 
school, Bishop of the Church of Lyons, 
well known at Rome where he repre- 
sented as ambassador the Churches of 
Gaul, Irenæus combines every claim 
upon our acceptance of his testimony ; 
and that testimony is positive and con- 
clusive. His quotations are clear and 
copious: in fact they are admitted as 
such by all critics. But in Irenæus we 
have, in all questions of Scriptural canon- 
icity, the authoritative testimony of the 
whole Church. 

Were any adverse testimony’ from 
writers of the second century alleged, it 
might be worth while to adduce Clement 


f Alexandria, Tertullian and Origen 


as witnesses; it certainly is worth ob- 
serving that each of these writers proves 
that he and his readers were not less 
familiar with our Epistle—which they 
quote repeatedly and either expressly, 


1 The only exception is the Muratorian Canon, 
which omits the Epistles of St Peter in its list 
of canonical books. Routh, and the critics 
whom he quotes, account for the omission by 
the fragmentary and imperfect state of the docu- 
ment in the portion where the notice ought to 
have occurred. See ‘Rel. S. Tom. 1. p. 424. 
We have in fact, to use Bp. Lightfoot's words, 
‘fan unskilful Latin translation from a lost 
Greek original,” and **the extant copy of this 
translation has been written by an extremely 
careless scribe, and is full of clerical errors.” 
See ‘Cont. R.’ 1875, October, p. 836. 
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or what is of equal, if not higher import- 
ance, in half-unconscious allusions—than 
with the Evangelists and the writings of 
St Paul. Origen indeed states positively, 
in speaking of doubts raised as to the 
authenticity of the Second Epistle, that 
the first was acknowledged by all as 
genuine: he quotes it frequently, and 
especially in reference to the most cha- 
racteristic points in the Apostle's teach- 
ing, e.g. ch. iii. 18—21. 

The testimony of the early Church 
is summed up by Eusebius, ‘H. E. rir. 
23.3. He places it among those writings 
about which no question was ever raised, 
no doubt ever entertained by any portion 
of the Catholic Church’. 


B. INTERNAL EVIDENCE. 


This depends upon a variety of points, 
to most of which attention will be di- 
rected throughout the following Com- 
mentary. Here it may suffice to notice, 
(1) The indications of personal character, 
brightness of hope, fervour of love, 
strong personal attachment to the Sa- 
viour, singular humility, shewn—as in 
the Gospel of St Mark written, as most 
critics admit, under his influence, if not 
personal superintendence—by a stu- 
dious. omission of all reference to his 
unquestioned position as foremost among 
the Apostles, nay, even to the special 
marks of Divine approbation conferred 
upon him by our Lord”. (2) The har- 
mony of his teaching, and mode of 
citing the ancient Scriptures, with what 
we have remarked in his speeches re- 
corded in the Acts, a point of great im- 
portance, on which see ‘Introduction 
to Acts,’ p. 339f. (3) The notices of the 
constitution of Churches which he ad- 
dressed ; it is evidently the same as that 
with which they were left by St Paul. 
Presbyters are recognised as the govern- 
ing body in each community. Subordi- 
nate officers, probably deacons, are men- 
tioned, but not so distinctly as to imply 
their general existence as a separate 
order; see notes on ch. v. 1 f. If in any 
cities Bishops as distinct from Presbyters 
were already appointed, they are not so 
addressed or designated in this Epistle. 


1 The external testimony is fairly stated by 
Davidson, who holds it to be most satisfactory. 
‘Introduction to N. T." Vol. rrr. 

? See notes on ii, 4, and v. 2. 


critics. 


169 


But there is no reasonable ground for 
doubting that within a very few years 
from the date of this Epistle, if not in 
every Church, certainly in all the most 
important Churches of Asia Minor, the 
powers, first exercised by presbyters col- 
lectively or individually, devolved upon 
Bishops, most probably under the influ- 
ence and authority of St John’. In fact, 
to whatever cause it may be attributed, 
the Epistles of Polycarp and Ignatius, the 
contemporary evidence of Hegesippus, 
and the concurrent notices in all extant 
writings of the second century, prove 
the existence and recognised position 
of Bishops as depositaries of Apostolic 
authority. The notices in this Epistle 
belong beyond controversy to the pri- 
mitive and as yet undeveloped consti- 
tution of the Church. (4) Arguments 
from style, usage of words, correspond- 
ences with other contemporary portions 
of Scripture would require a special trea- 
tise to deal with them adequately. It 
may be hoped that the reader of this 
Commentary will find sufficient to satisfy 
him, and that the investigation, if pur- 
sued fairly and thoroughly, will issue in 
the confirmation of all preceding argu- 
ments, and others of a similar character 
which have long satisfied unbiassed 
It will be felt to be certain that 
in this Epistle we have the teaching of 
that Apostle who is at once the special 
representative of the original Apostolic 
body, and, together with St Paul, con- 
spicuous among the chief founders and 
teachers of the Christian Church. 


BEARING ON THE STATE OF THE 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 


87 


This Epistle, if we admit the points 
here advanced and defended, gives us a 
lively illustration of the relative position 
of the Apostolic body represented by 
St Peter, and of the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles: that Apostle whose vast field of 


1 For this we have the very early and positive 
statements of Clem. Alex. ap. Eus, ‘H. E? 111. 
23, and Tertullian, ‘adv. Marc.’ Iv. 5. See also 
‘Const. Apost. vil. c. xlvi. ^ The passages are 
quoted in the commentary on the book of Reve- 
lation, note F on v. 20, ch. i4 We may infer 
from the Epistle of Clement of Rome that a 
similar course was pursued at Rome and Corinth 
by the Apostles who founded or organised their 
churches; see *Cl. R. ad Cor.' c. 44. 
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labour, occupied independently of the 
original body, might be held to suggest, 
if not to justify, views which of late years 
have been vigorously maintained, and 
have exercised a deleterious influence 
upon the leaders of opinion in some 
quarters of the Church. 

What we have seen is a distinct re- 
cognition by St Peter of the soundness 
and completeness of the younger A postle's 
teaching, a recognition which at that time 
was most important, if not indispensable 
to the general reception of that Apostle's 
claims. We may perhaps be justified in 
attributing to this recognition the fact that 
those Epistles, which are regarded bysome 
critics as antagonistic to Petrine doctrine, 
were accepted by all the Churches of 
Europe and Asia Minor, in short by all 
Churches represented by the early Fathers, 
e. g. Polycarpand Irenæus, to whom we owe 
the strongest attestations to the reception 
of the Canonical Scriptures. Nor is this 
recognition less important as completely 
cutting away the grounds on which 
modern speculation has attempted to 
overthrow the authority of the elder 
Apostles, representing them as imper- 
fectly imbued with the true Christian 
principles which St Paul consistently 
and powerfully upheld. The doctrines of 
salvation by faith and grace, and the 
supremacy of God's will, in fact all 
Divine truths vindicated by St Paul, are 
declared so plainly by our Apostle that 
—as we have seen—some critics mainly 
for that reason have affirmed that this 
Epistle could nothave beenpenned by any 
one not belonging to the Pauline school. 
This Epistle presents us with the clearest 
possible proof of the fundamental accord- 
ance of principle and the thorough unity 
of spirit in those two Apostles, in whom 
the earliest and best representatives of 
Christian life recognised “the most 
righteous and most noble columns" 
of the Church’. 

It may be objected that some doc- 
trines specially characteristic of St Paul 
have no certain or distinct place in this 
Epistle; that of justification by faith 
alone being the most conspicuous in- 
stance. To this a satisfactory answer may 
be given. The Epistle is much shorter 
than either Romans or Galatians, in 


1 See Introduction to Acts and further on at 
the close of this §. 
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which alone St Paul explicitly sets it 
forth, having special reasons for dwelling 
upon the doctrine in opposition to those 
who maintained the sufficiency of the 
law. It would not indeed have been 
possible within so small a compass to 
develope or even to state every appli- 
cation of the central truth, to which in 
common with all essential doctrines, that 
of justification by faith must be referred’. 
Now that truth of truths, vital union 
with Christ, and hearty reception of the 
inseparable truths of atonement and re- 
demption, stands out with singular dis- 
tinctness in the highly wrought repre- 
sentation of the Church as a spiritual 
temple, and with as singular complete- 
ness in the summary statements of doc- 
trine which have been noted above as 
specially characteristic of this Apostle. 
Had there indeed been any repugnance 
to the form in which the great doctrine 
of justifying faith was preached by St 
Paul, assuredly St Peter would not have 
hesitated to indicate his apprehension 
that it was liable to be misunderstood 
and misapplied. He was not likely to 
be less outspoken than St James; nor, 
had such been his feeling, would he have 
withheld the warning which he after- 
wards gave, probably elicited by Antino- 
mian teaching, in his second epistle *. 

In conclusion we would briefly call 
attention to these facts. The Epistle is 
admitted in its principles, its form and 
substantial bearings of doctrine, to be at 
once Petrine and Pauline; that at least 
is the outcome of most careful, and, it 
must be added, most jealous scrutiny. 
We would simply add that the unity of 
spirit thus manifested accords with all the 
notices of the mutual relations between 


1 See note on v. 12. At present it is a very 
common and exceedingly mischievous habit to 
assert or suggest that points of fact, or of doc- 
trine, not expressly stated in any book in the 
N.T., are unknown to the writer. Applied to any 
one of St Paul’s shorter Epistles, indeed to any 
except Romans and Galatians, the results would 
be confessedly misleading. Applied to this 
Epistle, shorter than Galatians or Ephesians, it 
is used to justify the astounding assertion that 
St Peter knew not the deepest and most funda- 
mental principles of the Christian faith. That 
assertion is the more remarkable, inasmuch as it 
is urged most vehemently by critics who reject 
the central truth on which the doctrine specially 
in question rests. 

? See note on.2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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the two Apostles which are to be found 
(1) in St Paul's own writings, (2) in the 
other books of the New Testament, speci- 
ally in the Acts of the Apostles, and (3) 
in Christian writers in all quarters of 
Christendom within the period when the 
Apostolic tradition is held by the sound- 
est critics to have been retained without 
intermixture or deterioration. 

(1) St Paul tells us (Gal. i. 18) that 
fifteen days of his visit to Jerusalem, the 
first after his conversion, were spent in 
personal intercourse with St Peter, pro- 
bably in the same house, if not in 
St Peter's own home ; that on the next 
Occasion of his visiting that city, at a 
crisis of exceeding interest and impor- 
tance, St Peter in common with the two 
Apostles who are equally calumniated, 
St John and St James, accepted his doc- 
trinal teaching as complete and sound, 
needing no addition and calling for no 
amendment’; that they gave him the 
right hand of fellowship, and distinctly 
recognised his peculiar position as called 
to evangelize the vast realms of hea- 
thenism ; and that on the solitary occa- 
sion when the two Apostles, each acting 
in accordance with his own position and 
temperament, stood out in open opposi- 
tion, St Paul had not to maintain a dif- 
ferent principle, but to appeal with full 
confidence to the deepest feelings of St 
Peter and to the identity of principles 
maintained by both. See Gal. ii. i1 f. 
Observe also the explicit affirmation by 
St Paul touching the entire correspond- 
ence between his teaching and that of 
the other Apostles, 1 Cor. xv. II. 

(2) In the Acts (ch. xv. 7—9) we 
find St Peter, in exact accordance with 
these statements, vindicating the pro- 
ceedings of St Paul which had been 
assailed by the party which St Peter is 
said to have countenanced, and most 
materially influencing the decision of 
the Apostolic council which attested the 
soundness in tbe faith, and confirmed 
the authority, of the beloved Barnabas 
and Paul It should be remembered 
that St Peter had himself been specially 
assaled by the representatives of the 
Pharisaic party after the Baptism of Cor- 
nelius ; see Acts xi. 2, 3. 


1 See Bishop Lightfoot’s note on Gal, and 
our Introduction to Acts, p. 324, note 3. 
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(3) The testimony of Polycarp, Ire- 
neus, Dionysius of Corinth, Clement of 
Alexandria, Tertullian, and in short every 
Christian writer of the first three cen- 
turies, is beyond all question in perfect 
agreement with these utterances of in- 
spiration. Foremost and most distinct 
among them we have the words of St 
Clement of Rome, addressed, within some 
30 years, to a Church in which, if in 
any Church of Christendom, traces of 
the assumed antagonism of the two 
Apostles might be looked for. Those 
words in part we have already quoted in 
the Introduction to the Acts, p. 326, note 
1, but cannot refrain from citing here at 
length as they now stand in the edition of 
Bryennios, and as they are accepted by 
Bishop Lightfoot and other critics. They 
convey the strongest imaginable attesta- 
tion to the judgment of the early Church 
touching the mutual relations of St Peter 
and St Paul. “But to pass from the an- 
cient examples let us come to those 
athletes who are very near to us in time: 
let us take the noble examples of our 
own generation. Owing to jealousy and 
envy the greatest and most righteous 
pillars (cf. Gal. ii. 9) were persecuted 
and suffered even unto death. Let us 
set before our eyes the good’ Apostles : 
Peter who, owing to unrighteous jea- 
lousy, endured not one or two but nu- 
merous sufferings, and thus, having borne 
witness as a martyr, departed to the 
abode of glory which was due to him. 
Owing to jealousy and strife Paul exem- 
plified the reward of patient endurance. 
Seven times he was a prisoner in chains, 
he was exiled, he was stoned, he preach- 
ed both in the east and in the west, and 
attained the noble renown of his faith, 
having taught righteousness to the whole 
world; and finally having arrived at the 
boundary of the west, and borne witness 
as martyr before the governors, he was 
then released from the world, and de- 
parted unto the holy place, having be- 
come the greatest pattern of endurance.” 


1 The word is emphatic, in the special sense 
of kindliness and generosity, see 1 Pet. ii. 18, and 
cp. Grimm, ‘Lex. N.T.’ s.v. ‘‘arctiore sensu, 
benevolus.” Hence the appropriateness of the 
epithet in this passage, which inculcated such a 
feeling as indispensable to peace; a point seem- 
ingly overlooked by editors, who have even pro- 
posed an alteration in the text. 
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*Clem. Rom. to the Corinthians,' c. vi.' 
These two Apostles are thus held up 
together as the two great examples for 
the imitation of all Christians, with spe- 


! On this whole passage the reader should 
consult the notes of Bishops Jacobson and Light- 
foot, especially the Appendix by the latter. 
Readers interested in German speculations will 
do well to compare Hilgenfeld, who, both in his 
‘Introduction to the N. T." and in an article in 
his ‘Zeitschrift f. w. T.’ 1877, pp. 486—508, 
entirely disposes of the arguments alleged by 
Lipsius and other critics against the presence and 
martyrdom of St Peter in Rome. He twice ad- 
ministers the caution, which we have suggested 
above, p. 57, in reference to Calvin, against the 
blind and dangerous spirit of partizanship, which 
in this and other questions seriously damages the 
cause of truth, and gives a vantage-ground to 
Romish controversialists. 

? Bishop Lightfoot has an important state- 
ment in the Appendix to his edition of the Epi- 
stle of St Clement. **In the close of the epistle 
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cial reference to the maintenance of the 
unity of the Church and to the suppres- 
sion of all unseemly antagonism’. 


mention is made of the bearers of the letter, two 
Romans, Claudius Ephebus and Valerius Bito. 
—These delegates are described as ‘ faithful and 
prudent men who have walked among us from 
youth unto old age unblameably’—they must 
have been close upon thirty years of age when 
St Paul first visited Rome. They must there- 
fore have had a direct personal knowledge of 
the relations between the two Apostles, St Peter 
and St Paul (supposing that St Peter also visited 
Rome, as I do not doubt that he did), and of the 
early history of the Roman Church.” We owe 
this among other facts of exceeding interest to 
the late discovery, by Archbp Bryennios, of the 
missing portion of St Clement’s Epistle. Bishop 
Lightfoot further adds, ‘‘to this theory (sc. the 
Tiibingen theory of antagonism between the 
teaching of the two Apostles) the Epistle of 
Clement, the one authentic document which has 
the closest bearing on the subject, gives a de- 
cided negative.” 


THE FIRST. EPISTLE GENERAL OF 


Edu ERS 


CHAPTER I. 


1 He blesseth God for his manifold spiritual 
graces; ro shewing that the salvation in 
Christ is no news, but a thing prophesied of 
old: 13 and exhorteth them accordingly to a 
godly conversation, forasmuch as they are 
now born anew by the word of God. 


ETER, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 

docia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2, Elect according to the foreknow- 


ledge of God the Father, through 





THE SALUTATION (i. 1, 2). 


CHAP. I. 1. Peter] In addressing Chris- 
tians the Apostle here calls himself by that 
name which was most precious to himself and 
most impressive for them, inasmuch as it was 
given to him by his Lord, Matt. xvi. 18. In 
the Second Epistle he uses the two names, 
Simon, or Symeon, Peter. 

an apostle} A Roman Catholic commen- 
tator (Estius) remarks, as an instance of 
modesty, that St Peter does not call himself 
the Prince of the Apostles. He might have 
also drawn the obvious inference that the 
Apostle neither claimed nor recognised any 
distinction of rank or authority between him- 
self and his colleagues. 

to the strangers...| Lit. *to the strangers, 
or sojourners, of the dispersion.” ‘The word 
rendered ‘‘ strangers ” means persons sojourn- 
ing for a brief season in a foreign land. See 
Note at the end of the Chapter. ‘The question 
whether it here applies exclusively or chiefly to 
the Jews, or includes all believers, is of con- 
siderable importancefor the right understanding 
of the Epistle. There can be no doubt that the 
expression did primarily apply to Hebrews 
dispersed throughout the world, whether they 
were voluntary or involuntary exiles. But it is 
equally certain that the Apostles and intelli- 
gent Christians of the Apostolical age under- 
stood such designations in a wider and more 
spiritual sense. See Bp Lightfoot on Clem. 
Rom. ‘1 Cor.’ p. 32. They knew that Israel 
was a type of the Church, and that every one 
of its special privileges and peculiar circum- 
stances has a true and far more perfect fulfil- 
ment in Christians. ‘These words, therefore, 
apply to all believers, Jews or Gentiles, whose 
true home, whose citizenship and conversation, 
is in heaven, and who, like their prototypes 
the patriarchs, are strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth. Hengstenberg (on Revelation xi. 13) 
remarks that ** the words as here used include 
all Gentile converts, and exclude all unbeliev- 
ing Jews, for the Apostles always understand 


the elect of God, even His Church, when they 
use words which, in their primary sense, be- 
longed to the people of Israel.” Thus too 
Grimm, ‘Lex. N. T. s.v., holds that the 
name is applied to Christians dispersed among 
the Gentiles. Cf. John xi. 52. So also Hil- 
genfeld, * Einl) p. 627. In this Church there 
is neither Jew nor Gentile, nor did St Peter, 
when he wrote this Epistle, admit or re- 
cognise any peculiarity of position or privi- 
leges in the converts of the circumcision. He 
was their Apostle, but, as such, it was his 
special work to complete the fusion which 
had been commenced by his special ministry 
in the case of Cornelius. 

Pontus...] Some commentators consider that 
the order in which these countries are named 
shews that the Apostle directed his Epistle to 
them from the East. (Bengel and Steiger.) 
This is very doubtful. ‘The provinces are not 
geographically situate in an order correspond- 
ing to this enumeration. In that case, as 
Ewald observes, Cappadocia would have come 
first. It is possible that St Peter may have 
had in mind the route which his emissary 
would pursue, but that route was determined 
by considerations which we have no data to 
appreciate. His messenger may have gone by 
sea to Pontus, which had lately been made a 
Roman province (cf. Sueton. * Nero,’ c. X VIII.), 
and thence to Galatia and Cappadocia, and 
afterwards proceeded to Ephesus, the capital of 
the province then called Asia, and thence to 
Bithynia. In all these provinces would be 
found numerous Churches, planted by St 
Paul See notes on Acts ii. 9 and xvi. 7. 


2. Elect) (On the probable construction 
see Additional Note.) ‘The question will of 
course be raised whether St Peter addresses 
all baptized and professing members of the 
Church, elect to the means of grace and to 
the hope of glory, or those only who are elect 
unto final salvation. But it is clear that he 
speaks to all who require exhortation, re- 
proof and correction, and that he considers all 
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sanctification of the Spirit, unto obe- Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 


dience and sprinkling of the blood of 


peace, be multiplied. 





to be in a state of salvation, but far from 
being assured of the same result. | 

according, &c.| We have here the origin 
of election, viz. the foreknowledge of God the 
Father. It is a weighty question whether this 
expression necessarily implies that election de- 
pends upon personal qualities in individuals 
foreknown to God, or rather upon the use 
which they will make of the means of grace 
offered equally to all. This appears to have 
been generally the opinion of the early Fathers, 
and without an exception of the Eastern 
Church for ages. See Additional Note. The 
Latin Fathers, however, who are followed 
by the great majority of modern divines, 
especially by those who represent most faith- 
fully the tradition of the Western Church, held 
that foreknowledge is inseparable from pre- 
destination. As Augustine says, God foresees 
nothing of good which He does not effect. 
There is no difficulty so far as regards the 
general purposes of God with reference to His 
Church. ‘That He foreknew, or that He pre- 
destined the gathering of the Church of the 
elect from Judaism and heathendom, is not a 
proposition which can be controverted or 
which could give offence. This we believe to 
be the meaning of the Apostle. It accords 
with one principal object which St Peter keeps 
in mind throughout this epistle, that of shew- 
ing the perfect harmony in doctrine between 
himself and St Paul. Cf. Introd, to Ephesians. 
It must also be remembered that the cate- 
gories of time and space do not apply to 
God or to His eternal acts. Thus Dionysius 
Alex., ‘O uév Oeds €or dei, kai aüpmas 6 aidy 
evéatnkey Ohos avr kal mápeorw. ap. Routh, 
‘Rel. Sac. Iv. p. 442. It should suffice for 
His creatures to know that their salvation 
depends upon His infinite justice, which is 
absolutely identical with His love. 

through sanctification) Sanctification is the 
cause, condition, and means of the admission 
into the inheritance. ‘The precise meaning of 
the word, in fact the sense in which it would 
naturally be understood by the Jewish, as well 
as Gentile converts, is Separation from an evil 
world and dedication to God. (Hence Wyp 
is explained YD by the Rabbins. See Schoett- 
gen ‘Hor. Heb.’ 1. p. 487.) The expression 
is not without ambiguity as it may mean sanc- 
tification of the Spirit, bestowed by the Holy 
Ghost, or sanctification of the believer’s spirit. 
This ambiguity may represent the certain truth 
that sanctification is the result of a complex 
ti wrought by the Spirit on the consenting 
will. 

N.B. Remark the force of the three pre- 
positions, (kara) in accordance with the fore- 
knowledge and eternal will of the Father, (êv) 


through or, more exactly, iz the initiative act 
and the progressive course of spiritual sancti- 
fication, (eis) unto the effect and end of that 
election and work. Observe also that the word 
sanctification (ayıagpós) is used eight times by 
St Paul, but does not occur elsewhere in the 
INST, 

unto obedience and sprinkling] 'Vhe end, so 
far as our actual state is concerned, is twofold. 
We are brought into a state of obedience, 
prompt and willing obedience to our Lord, 
and of purification from guilt by virtue of His 
atoning blood, It is perhaps singular that St 
Petershould makeobedience precede thesprink- 
ling. Since, however, obedience is the imme- 
diate result of the sanctifying work ofthe Spirit, 
this order may be taken to indicate that the 
first movement of the awakened will is to obey 
the call (cf. Acts ix. 6), and so to approach 
the cross, of the Redeemer. Obedience is 
therefore the first act, as well as the perma- 
nent characteristic of true faith. 

and sprinkling] The sprinkling of blood, ac- 
cordingto the terms of the eternal Covenant, has 
the special effect of cleansing from the guilt of 
sin. It is applied to the conscience by the Spirit 
in Baptism; thus ‘Arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins,” Acts xxii. 16. The 
blood of the paschal lamb, and of other sacri- 
fices, especially of the heifer, typified this ex- 
piatory efficacy of Christ's blood, and also the 
propitiation which it ensures: cf, Heb. ix. 13, 
I4, 22. Our Lord expiated our sins by pour- 
ing out His blood, i.e. the life-blood of the 
human nature which He assumed, and fede- 
rally represented. At the same time, and by 
the same act, He propitiated the Father, in- 
asmuch as He then and there, on our behalf, 
and in our stead, exemplified the entire ful- 
filment of the fundamental principle of His 
Law, absolute, entire, all sacrificing love. Faith 
makes Christians partakers of that act, repre- 
sents and applies to the conscience the shed- 
ding of that blood; being thus sprinkled with 
it they have remission of sins and entire ac- 
ceptance, for ** God hath set Him forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in His blood, to 
declare His righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past" Rom. iii. 25. 

(Pavricuós, in the passive sense, the act 
of being sprinkled. Thus Bengel, passive quia 
obedienter admittitur aspersio. ) 

Observe the mode in which each Person of 
the adorable Trinity is represented as concur- 
rently acting for our salvation, the Father 
foreknows, the Son atones, the Spirit applies 
the work of the Son to the conscience. 

Grace] St Peter, like St Paul, Rom. i. 7, 
and St Jude, combines the two béautiful salu- 
tations of the Greeks (yaipe) and of the He- 


I. 


3 Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac- 
cording to his t abundant mercy hath 
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begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 








brews (bw), but gives to each the true and 
full Christian significance. Grace, that is not 
merely favour with man, and earthly joy, but 
spiritual blessing bestowed gratuitously by a 
loving Father (thus Theophylact and Œcu- 
menius); and peace, not merely security and 
tranquillity in temporal matters, but peace 
with God, peace in Christ accorded to those 
who were enemies to God, peace applied to 
the conscience by the Spirit, and pervading the 
whole existence of believers. Thus the Angel, 
who announced the Incarnation, saluted the 
Virgin, Hail thou who art highly favoured, or 
endued avitb grace, and thus our Lord saluted 
His disciples after the resurrection, Peace 
be unto you. St Peter adds ‘‘be multiplied,” 
an expression which has a peculiar fitness, 
for they to whom it was addressed were 
elect, called, and sanctified, and had there- 
fore the firstfruits of the Spirit, needing only 
continuance and increase. 

N.B. IIXy6uvOet is used in the New Tes- 
tament only by St Peter—in both epistles—and 
by St Jude; cf. Daniel ii. 31, LXX. St 
Polycarp uses it in the salutation of his Epis- 
tle to the Philippians. The same form is 
found in Rabbinical writers, quoted by Wet- 
stein; Sanhedrin f. rr. 2, Scribit fratribus 
filiis meridiei: pax vestra multiplicetur. 


3—12. St Peter now introduces the great 
subject of his epistle (a. 3—5) with a thanks- 
giving for the privileges of Christians, sc. re- 
generation, living hope, a future inheritance 
and preservation unto final salvation. (5.6—9.) 
He passes on to the feelings which characterize 
true Christians in seasons of severe trial, such 
as were then afflicting them ; they rejoice in 
sufferings which are needful for the attestation 
of faith, and by which it is fully developed, 
giving a sure earnest and foretaste of salva- 
tion. 


3—5. THANKSGIVING. 


3. Blessed, &c.] St Paul begins the second 
Epistle to the Corinthians and that to the 
Ephesians with the same form of words. If, 
as we believe, St Peter had seen one or both of 
those epistles, he must have adopted the words 
expressly to indicate the perfect harmony of 
feeling, as well as of doctrine between himself 
and the apostle of the Gentiles, an object 
which he had very specially at heart. See In- 
trod. $$ 2 and 5. j à 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ] Itis a 
peculiar characteristic of the Christian revela- 
tion that it makes God known to us in those 
personal relations upon which the economy of 
our salvation is based. It is because the Father 





is the Father of our Saviour that we bear to 
Him the relation of adopted children, that He 
is our merciful, forgiving and loving Father. 

N.B. EvAoynros in the New Testament is 
always used in speaking of God, evAoynpévos 
in speaking of man. 

which,..hath begotten] Rather, who... 
begat, St Peter refers our regeneration 
to the act, by which Christ completed 
His work, ‘This passage teaches us (1) that 
the original cause of our regeneration is 
the will of the Father, determined solely 
by His own great mercy: thus St James 
“of His own will begat He us,” and St Paul 
“not for works of righteousness which we 
had done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us.” (2) That the effective cause, 
i.e. the agency by which that purpose was 
carried into effect, was the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. In the same way 
as His death both represented, and virtually 
effected, the death of the old man in Christians, 
so His rising both represented, and assured, as 
a pledge and means, their resurrection from 
the death of sin, when being regenerate, they 
were born again unto the life of Holiness. It 
was a pledge, inasmuch as He lived again unto 
righteousness, to become a sanctifying as well 
as justifying principle of life; it was the means, 
because He rose to take possession of His 
throne, there to receive, and thence to bestow, 
gifts upon men, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. **He rose again for our 
justification ;” see note on Rom. iv. 25. Nay 
more, the whole Church is declared to have 
risen again in the resurrection of Christ, in 
virtue of that spiritual union which identifies: 
Him with His members. ‘That resurrection 
recommences, or is repeated in the regeneration 
of each Christian, it will be completed in the 
ultimate glorification of all true believers. 

N.B. 'Phisconstruction connects ô? dvacrd- 
c'eos With dvayyevvrjaas, ROt with ($mav,compare 
Rom. iv. 25, and this Ep. iii. 21. Thus Estius, 
Calvin, Huther. The other construction how- 
ever is preferred by CEcum., Luther, Bengel, 
Steiger, De Wette, &c., and it gives an excel- 
lent sense—the hope of the Christian lives and 
is quickened by the power of our Lord's re- 
surrection. 

lively hope] Or, a living hope, i.e. a hope 
having in it the principle of spiritual life, spring- 
ing as from a root, from the resurrection of 
our Lord, and producing the fruits of life. 
It has been often remarked that St Peter 
dwells with peculiar earnestness and frequency 
on the doctrine of the Resurrection, and on 
the hopes and blessings which it involves; and 
also that he loves the epithets, lively and living, 
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4 To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven "for you, 
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[v. 4. 5. 


5 Who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 





and the mention of hope, so much so that a 
late commentator observes that if St John 
may be called the apostle of love, and St Paul 
of faith, our Peter is especially the preacher of 
hope. It is remarkable that the word Pope 
does not occur in the synoptic gospels. Asa 
Christian grace it is derived from the Resur- 
rection. In fact in classical writers the word 
rendered Pope means simply expectation. 

(Bengel. Amat Petrus epitheton vivus, et 
mentionem spei. 'Thus also Pott and Steiger. 
Heidegger. (dca quia et fructus vitz edit, et 
spes vitz est et permanet.) 


4. To an inberitance] The Christian is 
born again not merely to the subjective, or 
inward, change from despair to living hope, 
but to the objective change from the mor- 
tality, corruptible, polluted, and withering, 
which he inherited from Adam, to the im- 
mortality incorruptible, not liable to disso- 
lution—undefiled, not subject to pollution— 
that fadeth not away, having in it the principle 
of eternal youth, which is his inheritance in 
Christ. Each word is emphatic and refers to 
a special blessing and privilege of the Saints in 
light. This redundance of epithets, with a 
remarkable fulness of spiritual meanings, is 
characteristic of St Peter. In each of these 
expressions there appears to be a tacit refer- 
ence to the temporal, and therefore typical, 
inheritance bestowed upon the people of the 
ancient covenant. 

reserved in heaven| ‘The ancient commen- 
tators infer from this that Christians are not 
to look forward to a state of millennial felicity 
on earth. "The inference may be. evaded, but 
it is obvious, natural, and in accordance with 
many important declarations of Holy Writ. 
The expression “reserved” is remarkable. 
It implies (Est.) that the care of God for His 
elect is from everlasting, and that in founding 
the heavens He reserveda portion for the inherit- 
ance of His children, not like Paradise open 
to the assaults of the evil one, but having sal- 
vation for its walls. Some have believed that 
the ancient Paradise was taken up into heaven 
at the Fall, and is there * reserved” until the 
Second Advent, an opinion which, though fan- 
ciful and unfounded, typifies the great truth, 
that the paradisiacal state of bliss and innocence 
will be restored, and that the purposes of God 
remain unchanged. 

N.B. Thus Didymus, Theophylact, and 
CEcumenius, who uses the strong expression 
pvd@dns rj xvAvoerns admoxaracracts ‘the mil- 
lennarian restoration is purely fabulous.” The 
vehemence with which all the Fathers, from 
the third century downwards, attack all 
modifications of the millennarian doctrine is 


most remarkable. See especially S. Basil 
* Ep. 263, c. 4, S. Greg. Naz. T. zr, p. 
92 and 95, and Dionys, Alex. ap. Eus. 
€ H. E. vit c. 24. The passages of the 
earlier Fathers are collected, and carefully 
examined by the Oxford translator of Ter- 
tullian, Vol. I. p. 120. He holds that they 
generally, indeed without exception before 
Origen, believed in a Millennium, but not 
a carnal one, a spiritual reign of resuscitated 
saints preparatory to the entire fruition of the 
Godhead. It is difficult to reconcile that view 
either with such passages as this in Scripture, 
or with the statements of Hegesippus and 
Polycrates ap. Eus. * H. E.’ III. c. 20 and V. 24. 
N.B. Schoettgen quotes a passage from the 
Sohar which bears some rescmblance to this, 
Beata est portio illius hominis (RNIDNS NT 


no o» N1) qui accipit haereditatem hanc; 
et cui illa adservata est; 73 corresponds very 
accurately to rergpnuévgv. Sohar Exod. f. 
36, col. 142. See also the passage quoted by 
Schoettgen on Rom. xi. 16. 

for you] ‘There is a great preponderance of 
authority for this reading. 


5. Who are kept] An expression which 
suggests a warning, for it excludes those who 
do not remain in the faith, but which is full 
of comfort, since it assures us that the Father 
who preserves the inheritance, also protects 
and guards the heirs. ‘The word for kept here 
used in the original is a military term, and 
means such a guard as is maintained by a 
powerful garrison to protect a fortress from 
assault or surprise, ‘The Christian is thus 
kept by the power of God and by His hosts, 
for “ the angel of the Lord encampeth around 
them that fear Him.” 

by the power) The original has “iz the 
power,” a striking and peculiar expression, 
which here implies that the believer is kept 
within the sphere of God's special manifesta- 
tion of power. He is encircled by the ever- 
lasting arms. ‘tHe lives and exists in the 
power of God, and within this he is kept." 
Steiger. 

through faith] Lit. “through the faith,” 
that is the subjective condition, not that faith 
has any power in itself, but it constrains us 
to keep within the fortress, trusting in His 
protection. 

ready to be revealed] ‘The Apostle thus 
speaks of the salvation, unto which we are 
kept, as already accomplished, though not yet. 
fully manifested. The inheritance is already 
secured, but it will not be bestowed until the 
last time. Even to departed saints who are 
secure of salvation, if the ancient Fathers are 
right, that glory will not be fully manifested. 
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6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations : 
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7 That the trial of your faith, being 
much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and ho- 
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until Christ who is their life shall appear, and 
they with all believers will appear with Him 
in glory. Can such an anticipation be recon- 
ciled with a preliminary manifestation of the 
Messiah upon earth? Whether St Peter and 
the other apostles believed that the last time 
was close at hand according to our ordinary 
notions is quite uncertain, nor should we at- 
tach weight to the arguments of commenta- 
tors who always adopt that interpretation of 
Holy Scripture which is most unfavourable to 
the inspiration of the sacred writers. 'The 
word ‘‘ready” proves absolutely nothing. 
The salvation was “ready” in the eternal 
counsels of God. See note on ch. iii. 7. 
(T. Burnett was among the first, if not the 
first, who held the notion that the Apostles, 
mistaking the meaning of our Lord's predic- 
tion, believed in a speedy termination of the 
world. ‘ De statu Mort. et Resurg.") 


6—9. FEELINGS OF CHRISTIANS. 


6. Wherein] This word may refer either 
to the last time, or to the whole sentence 
enumerating the Christian's privileges. ‘The 
contemplation of the last time is always repre- 
sented as a source of rejoicing to believers, 
for, notwithstanding all the terrors of judg- 
ment, the predominant idea is that of a mani- 
festation of the sons of God (Rom. viii. 19), 
which will accompany the full revelation of 
the glory of Christ: so that believers may 
truly be said to rejoice greatly in the contem- 
plation of the last time. It is however more 
probable that ‘‘ wherein” refers to the state- 
ment of present and future blessings, the lively 
hope and the assured inheritance. ‘There is 
no real incompatibility between the two states 
of rejoicing and sorrow. ‘The sorrow is on 
the surface only, the joy pervades the very 
depth and centre of the believer’s being, 
** Blessed are they that mourn ;” blessed even 
now, who are ‘rejoicing in hope,” ‘‘as sor- 
rowful, yet always rejoicing.” Rom. xii. 12; 
2, Cor. vi. xo. : 

Jor a season] Literally, “ fora little,” which 
may mean, little in degree, slight in com- 
parison, or, as is more probable, brief in dura- 
tion; brief, that is compared with eternity, 
although the affliction might, and very gene- 
rally did in those days, extend over the entire 
earthly existence of believers. Their light 
affliction which was but for a moment, worked 
for them **a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

N.B. 'OALyovis not used thus in the N. T., 
excepting in v. 1o of this Epistle, in the same 


connection, Syr. NSE} Vulg. modicum; 
New Test—Vou IV. 


i.e. in a moderate degree. — CEcumenius says, ` 
pikpòv Gpre émel pukpóe kal dAlyos ò mapav 
Bios. It seems not improbable that St Peter 
combined both notions in one word, as St 
Paul keeps both in view in the beautiful text 
which is quoted above. 

ifneed be| 'This implies that afflictions do 
not come unless they are necessary conditions 
of the accomplishment of God's work, whe- 
ther they be for the salvation of the suffering 
believer, **for through much tribulation we 
must enter into the kingdom of God,” Acts 
Xiv. 22, or for the advancement of the king- 
dom of Christ, the blood of martyrs being 
the seed of the Church. Both motives con- 
cur in teaching, not merely resignation, but 
cheerful acquiescence in this trying proof ot 
His love, who ‘doth not willingly afflict” 
any. 
N.B. The passages from Lysias and Anti- 
phon quoted by Wetstein do not correspond 
to, or serve to explain, this phrase. In the one 
passage et re S€ou, ** whatever might betide,” is 
an euphemism for death; in the other ei ôéov 
é€ori means since it is needful, and does not 
involve any notion of contingency.  CEcu- 
menius gives the true interpretation, “If need 
be," because not every believer is tried by 
affliction, not every sinner. Luther remarks 
that the phrase is equivalent to that which best 
explains it, ‘if such be the will of God,” 
iil. 17. 

ye are in heaviness | This should rather be 
translated, have been afflicted. St Peter 
does not refer to possible, or general trials, but 
to afflictions which actually had befallen the 
churches planted by St Paul. 


7. That the trial, &c.| ‘The result of all 
temptation to the faithful is uniform. It at 
once purifies’ them and attests the sterling 
qualities of their hearts. If gold, which is a 
material and therefore a perishable thing, is 
benefited by the purifying fire, much more 
must this be the case with the imperishable 
man. ‘The fire of affliction can only affect 
the accidents of his external condition, it will 
prepare him for a state of grace, and entitle 
him to those rewards which, though proceed- 
ing from free grace, are bestowed condition- 
ally—the reward of praise, for then ‘every 
man shall have praise of God,” x Cor. iv. 5; 
of honour, *for them that honour me will 
I honour," r Sam. ii. 30; and the reward of 
glory, * for glory, honour and peace shall be 
to every man that worketh good,” Rom. ii. ro. 
The order in which these rewards are mentioned 
depends upon their internal relation. Commen- 
tators have not been generally careful enough 
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nour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ: 

8 Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye 
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 


in explaining these words; but ‘‘praise” means 
the approbation of God, the immediate result 
of triumph over temptation; ** honour” refers 
to the distinction conferred upon the good 
soldiers of Christ in the Church militant ; 
* glory," which includes both the preceding, 
and raises them to their highest intensity, is 
already their portion, now reserved in heaven, 
and to be manifested when the Church trium- 
phant will be enthroned with the Lord, and 
share that glory which was His “from the 
beginning of the world." 

N.B. Tò oripov, a good classical word 
used by Plato in the sense of *'touchstone." 
Here it means the result of thetrial. Calvin ob- 
serves, there is a twofold trial. of gold by fire, 
one when it is purified of dross, the other when 
it is assayed. Both are here included. ‘This 
metaphor is so common among classical wri- 
ters that it had become proverbial. Wetstein 
collects numerous passages, to which may be 
added this older and more forcible one. Pindar 
* Pyth. x, Ep. iv. meipavre O€ kai xpvaós ev 
Bacdve mpéme. kai vóog óp0ós. ‘This pas- 
sage also from St Augustine is worth quoting. 
Sicut sub uno igne aurum rutilat, palea fumat 
—ita una eademque vis irruens bonos probat, 
purificat, eliquat: malos damnat, vastat, ex- 
terminat. Tantum interest non qualia, sed 
qualis patiatur. ‘De Civ.D.' 1.c. 8. Greg. 
Nyssen also has a fine passage on repeated 
trials of gold compared with those of Chris- 
tians. ‘Vit. S. Macrin. rr. p. 187... There is 
some difference of opinion as to what is meant 
by gold being. perishable, Perit aurum vel a 
furibus ablatum, vel certe morte domini. 
Wetstein. Quod aliquando periturum est. 
Grotius. Aurum cum mundo perit, nec tum ju- 
vabit quemquam. Bengel.. The word rendered 
* which perisheth," is omitted in some edi- 
tions and MSS..of the Vulgate, probably on 
account of this difficulty. ‘There is no doubt 
of its genuineness. Cf. Irenzus, Iv. 9.. 

at the appearing] Or, revelation. ‘The 
word implies that a glory now complete will 
be unveiled, and manifested; See iv. 13; 
Rom. viii. 18, 19; 1 Cor. i. 7 ; 2 'Thess..i. 7. 


8: having not seen] St Peter seems to refer 
to.our Lord's saying, ** Blessed are they who 
have not seen, and yet have believed." ‘The 
Gentile converts in Asia Minor could: not 
have seen Him, nor probably had many of the 
Jews resident in those parts. ‘The expression 
is rightly understood to imply that the writer 
had himself seen the Lord, and it is there- 
fore a mark of authenticity. This passage is 
quoted by Polycarp, ‘Ep. Ph.’ r. 
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with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory : 

9 Receiving the end of your faith, 
even the salvation of your souls. 

10 Of which salvation the pro- 





9. Receiving] ‘This represents believers 
as already receiving, if not in complete posses- 
sion of, the object and reward of faith. ‘The 
Christian who is virtually dead with Christ is 
also virtually risen with Him, and in a very 
true, though inchoate, or incomplete sense, 
does receive salvation. ‘‘ By grace ye are 
saved through faith," Eph. ii. 8, ** According 
to His mercy He saved us,” Tit. iii. 5. ** We 
have peace with God,” Rom. v. 1. 

N.B. Thus Clemens Alex. ‘Strom.’ VII. p. 
727 A, Says of the mature Christian xaípet 
pev èr rois mapotow ayabois, yéynbe 0€ éri 
rois émnyyedpevors óc dn mapovow. In the 
preceding page he says very beautifully that 
their souls not yet arriving unto the absolute 
gocd dwell, as it were, in the vestibules of 
their Father’s Palace, near to the Great High 
Priest. TéAos includes the two ideas ‘‘ result” 
and “reward.” ‘This is admitted by Calvin 
and Beza, a point of some importance, since 
the interpretation is sometimes objected to, 
as not Protestant. 

even the salvation] Some have inferred 
from this text that Faith which secures justi- 
fication is indefectible. Of course if we were 
to take “ rejoice" in the future sense (see note 
above), the interpretation would fall, and with 
it the inference. ‘This, however, is not neces- 
sary, for in truth the participle ‘‘ receiving” 
has an imperfect sense, very different from 
“having received.” It implies that in propor- 
tion as the Christian realizes by faith, he ap- 
propriates and enjoys by anticipation, the 
ultimate blessings of salvation. De Wette 
says untruly that ‘ salvation ” is a word and 
an idea peculiar to St Paul. ‘There is not a 
book in the New Testament in which the 
word, either as a verb, or as a concrete 
noun, does not occur. ‘The idea is the very 
foundation of the Gospel. See the Con- 
cordance for ** save, Saviour, salvation," &c. 


10. the prophets] No sacred writer refers 
more frequently to the prophetical Scriptures 
than St Peter, both in his speeches and epistles. 
The view of prophetic inspiration in this 
passage is peculiar and striking. ‘The words 
ana declarations which the prophets were 
commissioned to utter are represented as sub- 
jects of diligent inquiry to themselves; so far 
were they from being the products of their 
own intelligence. Doubtless had the pro- 
phecies been the result of reflection, or of a 
certain instinctive intuition, in minds quickened 
by the Spirit of God, they would be truly 
represented as inspired. ‘This passage, how- 
ever, goes much farther. It certainly implies 


v. 11.] 


phets have enquired and searched di- 
ligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you: 


11 Searching what, or what man- 


that the Spirit of Christ presented images to 
their minds, and put words into their mouths, 
which so far from originating they were un- 
able to comprehend. Thus we read of Daniel 
inquiring of the Angel as to the meaning of 
the revelations which he received, Dan. vii. 
16. Some of the earlier commentators (CEcu- 
menius and Theophylact, followed by Est) 
consider that this inquiry and diligent search- 
ing refers to the movements of the prophets' 
spirits before and during the process of inspira- 
tion, and that having found what they sought, 
they recorded it in the sacred oracles. The 
former interpretation seems preferable. The 
Targum on Ecclesiastes i. 8 says, the ancient 
prophets inquired earnestly about all events 
that were preordained in the world, and were 
unable to discover their limits, and Rashi on 
Numbers xxiii. 23 represents the Angels as 
inquiring from the Saints, what is God doing? 

of tbe grace| De Wette says that * grace” 
is an expression so entirely Pauline that its 
occurrence in a work attributed to any 
other Apostle makes its authenticity ques- 
tionable. That it is Pauline is true, but it 
is Pauline because it is thoroughly Christian. 
In the controversy against Judaizers the mind 
of St Paul was especially directed towards 
this aspect of Christ's religion, but the grace 
and truth which came by Jesus Christ are 
the common treasure of the faithful. ‘There 
is no point which such writers as De Wette 
are more anxious to establish than the radical 
discrepancy of Pauline and Petrine doctrine, a 
notion which is completely overthrown by 
this Epistle, and by the frequent use of such 
expressions as ** grace,” **salvation," &c. See 
Introduction to Acts, p. 330. 


1l. what, or what manner] The points, 
about which the prophets are said to have 
been specially anxious, are the date and the 
circumstances of our Lord’s Advent in the 
Flesh. ‘There seems to be a special reference 
to Dan. ix. 25. It is certain that believers in 
prophecy were convinced from the study of 
that and other passages that the Messiah was 
to come about that very time; a persuasion 
which extended far beyond the borders of 
Palestine, and was noted by the historians of 
Greece and Rome. 

N.B. ets viva refers to the simple date, eis 
zrotov to the characteristic features of the time. 
Thus all commentators of any weight from 
CEcumenius downwards. 

the Spirit of Christ] In this most important 
text we have to consider in the first place the 
exact meaning of the expression ‘Spirit of 
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ner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
wasin them did signify, whenit testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow. 
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Christ." In some passages it might signify the’ 


Spirit, as communicated to Christ, the Incar- 
nate Mediator, and through Him, to His 
people; in others, the higher or spiritual 
principle of life in our Lord's humanity ; but 
neither signification can apply to Him before 
the Nativity. Here it must mean the Spirit 
proceeding from the Father and the Son, who 
therefore is called indifferently the Spirit of 
God, the Spirit ofthe Father, and here, the Spirit 
of the Son, or, asin Rom. viii. 9, of Christ. See 
also Gal. iv. 6. We have therefore the strongest 
possible declaration of the Godhead of Christ, 
for none ever doubted that the Spirit which 
dwelt in the prophets was the Spirit of God. 
The text is of great weight in the controversy 
with the Eastern Church, which does not hold 
the procession of the Spirit from the Father 
and the Son ; but of still greater, as expressing 
in the clearest and most convincing form that 
truth, on which all the early Fathers dwelt so 
lovingly, that the Spirit, which dictated the 
laws, inspired the seers, and animated the 
heroes of patriarchal and Jewish times, was 
the same Spirit by Which the Son even now 
lives and works in His Church, bestowed then 
indeed partially, manifested but in figures, 
speaking in enigmatical utterances, but stil! 
the same Spirit then preparing the hearts and 
understandings of men for His coming in the 
Flesh, even as now It is preparing them for 
His second coming in glory. 

N.B. St Athanasius states a doctrine held 
by the greatest doctors of old that the Spirit 
bears a special relation to the Son, Ei yàp édpó- 
vovv 6p9as mept Tov Aóyov, eppovovy úyiðs 
kal mepi Tod llveóparos, 6 mapa Tov llarpós 
éxmopeverat, kal ToU Yiov tiov dv map’ avrod 
Oidora: rois pabynrais Kal mace rois miortevovow 
eis avrov, ‘Epist. ad Serap. pp. 518, 519, 
Tom. 11. ed. Bened. In the same treatise he 
quotes this and other passages, in which the 
Spirit is specially called the Spirit of the Son, 
See also Didymus ‘de Spiritu Sancto? who 


takes great pains to shew that the Holy Spirit’ 


is equally called the Spirit of the Father and 
of the Son. 

when it testified] It was a saying of the 
Jews that the prophets universall and ex- 


clusively prophesied of the days of the Messiah. . 


the sufferings of Christ] St Peter was espe- 
cially concerned to shew that the sufferings 
were foretold, because one of the very chiefest 
points of controversy with the Jews referred 
to the question whether Christ was to suffer. 
(See Acts iii, 18, and xxvi. 23, and Justin 
Martyr, ‘ Dial. with Trypho,’ cc. 22 and 68.) 


Our Saviour had declared repeatedly before: 
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12 Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto 
us they did minister the things, which 
are now reported unto you by them 

.that have preached the gospel unto 





and after His crucifixion that those sufferings 
had been represented by all the prophets as 
necessary conditions of His triumph. See 
especially Luke xxiv. 25, 26, ** O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken. Ought not Christ to have suf- 
fered these things, and to enter into His glory ? ” 
‘The veil which still hangs over the Jews (see 
2, Cor. iii. 13—16), and prevents them from 
recognising their own Messiah, is their in- 
vincible prejudice touching His humiliation 
and suffering. 

N.B. Remark the construction rà eis Xptoróv 
maOnwara—the sufferings destined for Christ, 
or rather which were to befall Him, as Hip- 
polytus ‘de Antichristo,’ § 12, who seems to 
have had this passage before his mind, ra eis 
Xpwrróv avufnoópeva maby. Some few com- 
mentators follow Luther and Calvin, who 
contrary to all authorities ancient and modern 
understood the Church, as well as the Person 
of Christ, to be comprehended in this expres- 
sion. ‘Their interpretation proceeded from a 
profound and spiritual view of the union of 
the Body with the Head, but it has no place 
here. 


19. Unto whom it was revealed] ‘The 
truth here inculcated is that the prophets were 
taught by a Divine revelation that the subject- 
matter of their inspired utterances belonged 
not to their own time, or the special circum- 
stances of Israel, but to the latter days, z.e. 
to the Christian dispensation. That both they 
and their faithful hearers derived spiritual 
benefits from such instruction is certain, but 
it was a partial and so to speak reflected light 
caught from the far-off dawn of the rising of 
the Sun of righteousness. ‘This was the only 
view of the text taken by ancient commenta- 
tors, though it appears with a slight modifica- 
tion in the Syriac version: *and to them it 
was revealed because they sought it not for 
themselves." 

but unto us| All the best MSS. have “unto 
you.” St Peter has the state of his readers’ 
minds before him. 

they did minister] All preaching of the 
"Word is called a ministration, with the special 
idea of subordination to God and service to 
man. 

which are now reported unto you by them that 
have preached| Rather, which were now re- 
ported to you by them that preached 
the Gospel. The two expressions reported, 
i.e. announced as actual and realized events, 
and preached tbe Gospel (a single word, 
evangelized), are correlatives with ‘testified 
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you with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven ; which things the angels 
desire to look into. 

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of 


your mind, be sober, and hope | to 197/7 


beforehand" and ‘‘ prophesied.” ‘The same 
Holy Spirit which predicted the events by 
the prophets announced their fulfilment by 
the preachers of the Gospel. In the former 
He was the indwelling Spirit of Christ, even 
as in the latter, but with this difference, that 
in these He was present in a special manner, 
having been sent down from heaven, a mission 
first manifested at Pentecost. ‘The reverence 
which all converts, Jews or Gentiles, were 
ready to render to the prophets, is thus 
claimed by St Peter for those who had 
preached the Gospel to his readers, ;.e. for St 
Paul and his fellow-labourers; a point to 
which attention is repeatedly called in these 
notes, as most important in its bearings upon 
the special object of the Epistle. 

which things tbe angels desire to look imto] 
The word rendered **to look into” is empha- 
tic and highly graphic, It means to lean side- 
ways in order to look into a vessel, or place; 
as in Joh. xx. 5, where see note, and James i. 
28. Here the mysteries of the Gospel are re- 
presented as objects of deep contemplation and 
earnest inquiry to the angels; a truth which, 
as even Grotius and Beza hold, was mysti- 
cally signified by the two cherubs whose wings 
overshadowed the ark, and, as we may reve- 
rentially assume, by the two angels whom 
Mary Magdalene saw in the Holy Sepulchre. 
The early Fathers, Justin M. and Irenzus, Iv. 
67, understood this statement to refer to 
the desire which the angels felt when ponder- 
ing on the prophecies upon our Lord's comifig. 
But Didymus, CEcumenius and others take it 
more generally as including the whole scheme 
of redemption predicted by the Prophets and 
announced by the preachers of the Gospel. 
Cf. Ephes. iii. ro. 

We must not omit to notice the compre- 
hensive grandeur of the view thus presented to 
us by St Peter of the agents engaged in the 
ministry of redemption: prophets from the 
beginning, evangelists in the fulness of time, 
angels throughout watching and inquiring, all 
alike overshadowed, possessed and energized 
by the ever-present Spirit of Christ. 


EXHORTATION TO EARNEST EFFORTS. 
VV. 13—16. 


13. Wherefore] This connects the exhor- 
tation closely with the preceding statement; if 
such were the feelings and acts of prophets, 
evangelists and angels under the abiding pre- 
sence of God’s Spirit, what ought your exer- 
tions to be? 


gird up the loins of your mind] As persons 


V. 14, 15.] 


the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ ; 

I4 As obedient children, not 
fashioning yourselves according to 
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the former lusts in your igno- 
rance : 

15 But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all man- 
ner of conversation ; 





setting out on a journey, or undertaking a 
great work, gathered up their loose robes with 
a girdle, that their movements might be unim- 
peded, so Christians must bring all loose 
thoughts and feelings under restraint, and brace 
all the powers of the inner man, or, as the 
word (d.dvora) signifies, the **thinking faculty, 
the soul as the living intellectual principle of 
our nature," in order to meet the trials and 
fatigues of a pilgrimage towards heaven. 'The 
metaphor is scriptural, cf. Luke xii. 35; Eph. 
vi. 14; and classical; but the word here used 
does not occur elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment. ‘This passage is quoted verbatim by 
Polycarp, ‘Ep. Ph.’ § x. 

be sober] ‘This may be a practical explana- 
tion of the metaphor; but more probably it 
points to the sobriety of spirit, specially cha- 
racteristic of Church teaching, which Divine 
grace alone makes compatible with fervent zeal 
and lively hope. Enthusiasm combined with 
self-control and perfect self-possession is found 
in such a Christian warrior as St Paul, who 
when accused of madness for preaching doc- 
trines which to the cold man of the world 
savoured of fanaticism, could answer: ‘I 
speak forth the words of truth and soberness,” 
Acts XXvl. 25. 

hope to tbe end] Rather, hope perfectly, 
z.e. With a perfect and enduring hope. ‘The 
exhortation applies specially to the grace 
offered to you, and bestowed upon you by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 
— that is to be brought unto you at the, &c.] 
Rather, *which is (now) being brought 
unto you in the revelation of Jesus Christ." 
'The A.V. takes the word as referring to future 
salvation, but the Greek is clear, and grace is 
a present blessing. ‘The word ‘‘ revelation” here 
does not mean simply the disclosure of saving 
truth proclaimed by Christ, but the manifes- 
tation of Himself; the highest trutb, which 
involves all other truths. Cf. John i. 14. 


14. As obedient children] Lit. **children 
of obedience,” an emphatic Hebraism, de- 
noting the inherent and inseparable union be- 
tween the soul and its motive principle. The 
Christian is not merely an obedient child, so 
that if he ceased to be obedient in will and 
intention, he would still be a child (the adjec- 
tival form not implying, of necessity, an es- 
sential and characteristic attribute), but he is 
a child of obedience; his obedience makes him 
a child, first, as above, in the act of obeying 
God's call, and it keeps him a child, by pre- 
serving his union with God. ; 

N.B. In Hebrew and Arabic two distinct 





words are used in such phrases as these; the 
one (meaning *'possessor") denotes an acci- 
dental, the other (meaning *son") a permanent 
connection of ideas. ‘The reader who would 
judge for himself of this not unimportant 
point may consult the long list in Freytag’s 
* Arabic Lexicon,’ Tom. 1. pp. 7, 54 and 161. 
He will find exceptions, but the principle 
seems to run through the whole series of ex- 
amples. i 

not fashioning] Or, not conforming 
yourselves, a distinct allusion to Rom. xii. 
2; cf. Eph. ii. 3. ‘The expression implies that 
the soul becomes similar to, all but identified 
with, the object which it pursues. Contem- 
plating Christ it becomes Christlike, pursuing 
sensuality it becomes gross, sensual, devilish. 

according to the former lusts in your igno- 
rance| ‘This refers to the state of the uncon- 
verted, and doubtless applies to Jews as well as 
Gentiles, but it has a special force and signi- 
ficance as applied to the latter. ‘The uncon- 
verted Jew sinned against light, the Gentile 
without direct or sufficient light (êv 5 dyvoia, 
a state of absolute, but not wilful ignorance ; 
see Eph. iv. 18 and Acts xii. 30): nor can it 
be questioned that the strange grossness of 
Gentile sensuality called for special warnings, 
such as we find most strongly urged by St 
Paul in Epistles addressed to Gentile con- 
verts. So Hilgenfeld, *Einl' p. 448. Bleek 
notices the bearing of this passage on the 
date of the Epistle. It is addressed not to 
the descendants of converts, but to men them- 
selves recently converted. ‘inl.’ § 215. 

lusts] ‘The Greek Fathers are most careful 
to point out the distinction between inordinate 
lusts and strong but natural appetites. Even 
the word here used is regarded by Chrysos- 
tom in very different aspects when connected 
or not connected with unjustifiable excess 
(mAeove£ía). We do well to confine the word 
which is here used, exclusively to inordinate 
sensuality. 


15. he which hath called] Or, He who 
called you. J.e. God the Father, to whom 
the calling and election of believers are always 
attributed. ‘The Christian is called upon to 
look up to God as his example, an exhorta- 
tion in accordance with our Saviour’s word, 
Matt. v. 45. Compare also Eph. iv. 24; Col. 
iii. ro. ‘The special end of God's calling and 
election is “holiness” (see x Thess. iv. 3, and 
7), consisting characteristically in entire sepa- 
ration from sin, and here, most probably with 
reference to sensual defilement. 

conversation] ‘The word (dvaarpody) here 
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182 I. PETER. 4. [v. 16—18, 
Lev.tr. . I6 Because it is written, “Be ye pass the time of your sojourning here 
e Fab holy ; for I am holy. in fear : 


17 And if ye call on the Father, 
who without respect of persons-judg- 
eth according to every man's work, 
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used applies peculiarly to the outward course 
of life, the discharge of relative duties. It 
occurs twice in the Apocrypha, thrice in St 
Paul's Epistles, once in St James. St Peter 
uses it very frequently, six times in this, and 
twice in the second Epistle. 


16. Beye holy| Or, according to all the best 
MSS. Ye shall be holy, as in the Septuagint 
version of the five passages in Leviticus to 
which St Peter refers. This injunction in- 
volves the necessity of conformity to God, a 
spiritual change going farther even than sub- 
mission to His will Bp Lightfoot com- 
pares Clem. Rom. ‘x Cor.’ xxx. 


17—21. EXHORTATION TO GODLY FEAR, 
FOUNDED UPON CERTAINTY OF GoOD’s 
JUDGMENT, AND KNOWLEDGE OF REDEMP- 
TION BY CHRIST’S BLOOD. 


17. Andif] The word “if” does not im- 
ply doubt, or contingency, but marks an in- 
dispensable condition. It is not quite equiva- 
lent to ‘since,” but means that you cannot 
be Christians if you do not pray. 

if ye call on tbe Father| Or, if ye invoke as 
Father Him who. So every Christian does 
who uses the Lord’s Prayer: in doing so he 
must bear in mind that his Father is his 
Judge; and that He judges every man accord- 
ing to his own work, without reference to his 
nation, his position, or his privileges—points 
specially applicable to Jewish converts, cf. 
Rom. ii. 1—3—but of practical importance 
to all. The word here used by St Peter 
without respect of persons, is peculiar to our 
Apostle, cf. Acts x. 34, to St Paul and St 
James, and as such is a characteristic of style; 
see also Clement of Rome, ‘1 Cor.’ I., and 
‘Ep. Barn.’ Iv. 12; but the corresponding 
idiom is found in Luke xx. 21; and is not 
uncommon in the Old Testament. Steiger 
takes great but unsuccesful pains to reconcile 
this statement with the doctrine of absolute 
justification by faith, as exempting the believer 
from judgment to come. It is evident that 

_ St Peter, in that agreeing entirely with St Paul 
(Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 1o), inculcates a 
godly fear, in this life a preservative from sin 
and a guide of conduct, as inseparable from 
the sense of an ever-present Judge. **Man" 
in fact, as St Augustine, speaking of the strug- 
gle between the flesh and the spirit, observes, 
‘tis ever in peril until the hour of his death,” 
*Serm. 151. 6, It is also to be observed that 
in this passage St Peter refers not to the 


18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your 





future, but to the present, continuous judg- 
ment of a man's work. 

of your sojourning] See note above, on v. I, 
and cf. Eph. ii. 19. 


18. A second and not less cogent argu- 
ment; ye ought to be holy because your de- 
liverance from the bondage of inherited guilt 
has been effected at an infinite cost. You 
have not the excuse of servitude, for the bonds 
are broken, the ransom has been paid. 

redeemed] Or, “ransomed.” All theolo- 
glans agree that the ransom was the life-blood 
of Christ, and that the bondage from which 
we were thus delivered was subjection to the 
power and guilt of sin, specially from the evil 
spirit that worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience, and leadeth them captive according to 
his will. The principle underlying the act of 
redemption is variously apprehended, see 
Thomson’s ‘Bampton Lectures,’ and the note 
on Rom. iii. 24. Here it may suffice to re- 
mark (a) that our Lord took not a man, but 
man’s nature into His Person, and that He so 
completely identifies Himself with His own 
that His blood becomes, mystically, but to 
all intents and purposes, their blood; and (4) 
that His offering represents and virtually effects 
an entire surrender of that nature in and b 
Him to God. ‘This passage of St Peter ex- 
presses, more fully than any other in which 
the word occurs, the special object of the 
Redemption, viz., deliverance from sin. It is 
also remarkable as resting the duty of obe- 
dience and holiness on the highest and most 
sacred ground. 

vain conversation] Or, “manner of life.” 
See note on v. 15. It is here described as in- 
sensate; wickedness and folly are synonymous 
terms in Holy Scripture: the word rendered 
vain has generally a special reference to idolatry 
and is equivalent to heathen (cf. Acts xiv. 15 
and note on Rom. i. 21), a point of im- 
portance in reference to the following state- 
ment that it was *' received by tradition from 
your fathers.” St Peter here uses an idiom 
common in Rabbinical writings which speak 
of heathen rites and customs ds to some ex- 
tent excusable, being derived by tradition from 
their fathers: see ‘Meg. Esther,’ and * Cholin,’ 
quoted by Wetstein. Thus the Koran repre- 
sents idolaters as generally rejecting God's 
messengers because they preferred to follow 
the traditions of their fathers: cf. Sur. x. 79. 
It can therefore scarcely be doubted that 
Gentiles are specially addressed in this pas- 
sage. Of course St Peter would not have 


v. I9—21.] 


vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers ; 

I9 But with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot : 
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20 Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifestin these last times for you, 

21 Who by him do believe in Cod, 
that raised him up from the dead, and 





exempted the Jewish converts from the charge, 
but it applied to them far less forcibly than 
to idolaters practising cruel and licentious 
rites without compunction or remorse. 


19. But with the precious blood] ‘The 
doctrine of atonement by Christ’s blood, typ- 
ified by that of the paschal lamb, is thus 
stated with the utmost completeness and dis- 
tinctness. It was the doctrine which the 
Apostle had learned originally from John the 
Baptist, John i. 29, where see note. The 
correspondence between the type and the Anti- 
type, and the distinction, are expressed with 
equal clearness. ‘The lamb was without ble- 
mish and spot, a law which applies to all 
sacrificial offerings, see Lev. iv. 325 to the 
peace-offerings, Lev. iii. 6, xxii. 22—24 ; and 
to the burnt-offering, Lev. i. Io, xii. 6, xiv. 
to; Num. xxviii 3, ir. The first condition 
of an atoning sacrifice is that it shall be free 
from the pollution which it expiates; so our 
Paschal Lamb, in a sense peculiar to Himself, 
was without all taint of sin. The word 
** precious" intimates the fundamental distinc- 
tion between all legal sacrifices and Him who 
was not only sinless Man, but One with 
God. Isaiah undoubtedly referred to the pas- 
chal lamb when he represented Christ under 
this image, ch. liii. 7, Compare Clement of 
Rome, *1 Cor.’ c. vii, ‘‘ Let us fix our thoughts 
intently on the blood of Christ, and know 
how precious it is to God His Father, because 
being poured out for our salvation it brought 
the grace of repentance to the world.” Again 
in ch. xii., ‘“‘ Through the blood of the Lord 
there will be redemption to all who believe 
and hope in God.” See too chh. xxi. and 
xlix. These passages indicate familiar ac- 
quaintance with our Epistle on the part of St 
Clement, and shew how deeply the doctrine 
of Atonement was impressed upon the consci- 
ousness of the primitive Church. 


20. foreordained] Lit. *foreknown;" but 
the knowledge of God is inseparable from 
His will. 

before tbe foundation of the world] Not in 
time, which began with creation, subject to 
vicissitudes and change, but in eternity, rest- 
ing upon the unchangeable will of God, and 
determined by considerations which cannot be 
fully understood by His creatures. The 
events by which the determination was effect- 
ed, were simply manifestations of eternal reali- 
ties. ‘The sacrifice of Christ has been from 
the beginning the only meritorious cause of 
salvation. ‘Thus Quensted, ‘‘ the eternal con- 


templation of Christ’s sacrifice is the ground 
of all divine grace.” See the fine remarks of 
Augustine, ‘Confess.’ vir 1. No spiritual 
work of God falls under the categories of 
time or space. This is a truth of vital impor- 
tance, for it teaches Christians to rest with 
confidence on the eternal and unalterable good- 
ness of the Father who sent, His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins; and it refutes 
the erroneous notion that the sacrifice thus 
offered in accordance with His will was the 
cause of a change in His purposes. Both 
Jews and Gentiles thus learned that the elec- 
tion of the whole body of believers was not a 
new thing, but the accomplishment of an 
eternal purpose; see the Introduction to the 
Ephesians. 

in these last times] Or, at the end of 
the times, z.e. in the period which apper- 
tains to the final dispensation of God. The 
“last,” because it is not to be superseded by 
any further manifestation until the end of 
time. N.B. The reading én’ éexárov follows 
the best MSS. and is undoubtedly correct. 

for you] The manifestation had for its spe- 
cial object those who through faith should 
receive Christ as their Saviour, i.e. all be- 
lievers, Hebrews and Gentiles alike, without 
reference to any previous qualifications or pri- 
vileges. It is contrary to the principles held 
alike by St Peter and St Paul to limit this 
‘declaration to the one or to the other. Faith 
in the Resurrection levels all distinctions. 


21. Who by bim do believe] Or, according 
to two principal MSS., ** Who through Him 
are faithful to God." Our version however 
gives the true meaning. ‘The expression ap- 
plies with special force to Gentile converts, 
who learned to know and to believe in God 
through the Gospel of Christ; but St Peter 
certainly includes all his readers, Jews as well 
as Gentiles; both receiving from Christ the 
only saving knowledge, that which is insepa- 
rable from living faith. 

N.B. ‘The reading mıoroùs is supported by 
A, B, but muorevovras rests on high authority, 
and yields at least as good a sense as the 
other reading. 

that raised bim up from tbe dead] Thetwo 
main truths which effected the conversion both 
of Jews and Gentiles were the Resurrection of 
Christ and His Ascension. ‘To these, con- 
sidered as one in substance, St Peter in his 
first address to the Jews, and St Paul in the 
beginning of his great doctrinal Epistle, Rom. 


i 4, appeal as proofs of Christ's relation to 
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gave him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God. 

22 Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one 
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[v. 22—24: 


23 Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. 


24. "For all flesh zs as grass, and um 


all the glory of man as the flower of d 





another with a pure heart fer- grass. The grass withereth, and the 
vently : flower thereof falleth away : 
the Father. Salvation is purchased by the omitted in the oldest, and, like the preceding, 


death of Christ, justification is appropriated 
by the faith which was established by His 
resurrection. Observe that the Scriptures in- 
differently represent the Father as raising the 
Son, thereby recognising Him as His true 
Son, Rom. i. 4, and the Son as raising Him- 
self, thereby declaring the absolute oneness of 
the Godhead in both, and the unity of Their 
work. 

ibat your faith and hope might be im God | 
Or, more accurately, so that your faith 
and hope are in God. The A.V. follows 
the generality of the old versions and early 
commentators, and the construction, though 
not common, is certainly admissible, cf. Matt. 
XXIV. 24, xxvii. 1: but the idiom is more pro- 
bably explained as referring to fact rather than 
to intention, St Peter shews that inasmuch 
as the proof and completion of Christ’s work 
was the resurrection, effected by the will and 
power of God, all Christian faith and hope 
rest upon the Godhead, and are therefore like 
Him stedfast and unchangeable. 


22—26. EXHORTATION TO BROTHERLY 
LOVE, AS A RESULT AND PROOF OF OBE- 
DIENCE AND REGENERATION. 


22. Seeing ye have purified, &c.] St Peter 
argues thus. The souls of Christians are 
purified, an actual process begun at conversion 
and going on through life (such is the force of 
the perfect part. ryvuores), having one per- 
manent and paramount object, the unfeigned 
love, in which our Apostle, like St John, St 
Paul, and St James, recognises the true fulfil- 
ment of the law of righteousness, see therefore 
that ye so love one another, heartily and fer- 
vently. Here we must notice the force of the 
expression ‘‘in obeying the truth,” z.e. in the 
obedience which has for its object truth as 
made known by Christ, that is the condition 
and the effective instrument of Christian sanc- 
tification. Two sayings of our Lord are thus 
illustrated: ‘sanctify them by Thy truth,” 
. John xvii. 17, and “hereby shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples if ye love one 
another,” John xiii. 35. The best MSS. omit 
the words ‘through the Spirit.” ‘They are 
probably a gloss, stating a true doctrine, but 
not needed in this passage, where St Peter is 
dwelling throughout on the living power of 
God’s truth, Again, the word “pure,” though 
found in some ancient MSS. and versions, is 


was probably a marginal gloss. The word 
rendered ‘‘fervently” is emphatic; it involves 
the idea of intensity, and, as used in later ' 
Greek, persistency; Grimm, ‘Lex. N. T.’ in- 
tentus, assiduus. 

The exhortation throughout may possibly 
imply that St Peter felt anxious about the 
state of his readers, who in all regions, and it 
may be more specially in the districts which 
he specially addresses, were mcved by various 
and conflicting influences; but there is no 
indication of his making any distinction be- 
tween them; Jews and Gentiles equally need 
his pastoral monition and are equally its ob- 
jects, The earnestness indeed is but the out- 
come of his own loving and affectionate heart. 


23. Being born again, &c.] A further 
and even deeper appeal, not merely to an in- 
tellectual, though spiritual process, but to the 
very principle, root and origin of the Chris- 
tian life. They must love one another, and 
thus fulfil **the royal law” of Christ by reason 
of their “ having been born again,” become re- 
generate. ‘The spirit of sonship is the spirit ot 
brotherhood: becoming children of one Father 
we become brethren, members of one family, 
of one body, members each of the other: this 
in a far higher sense than that of natural rela- 
tionship, since we are born, not as in our first 
birth of corruptible seed, with sensual affec- 
tions, but of incorruptible, the germ of spi- 
ritual life, of which the giver and implanter is 
the living and eternal Word of God. Here 
the question rises whether by the Word of 
God (in this verse Aóyos, in the 25th pjya) 
St Peter refers to the will of God expressed 
and revealed in the Gospel, or to the Personal 
Word incarnate in Christ Jesus. Comparing 
our Apostle’s own words in Acts x. 36, we 
infer that the preaching, not the person, of 
our Lord is here meant; but the connection 
between the word uttered and the Son, the 
Divine Word who utters it, is invariable, 
and is always distinctly recognised by St Peter 
and St Paul See note on Jamesi. 18. No 
teacher of the early Church ever dissociated 
the ideas of the Word and the Son, as was 
done at a later period on the one hand by 
Paul of Samosata and Photinus, on the other 
by Marcellus of Ancyra: see S. Basil, ‘Ep.’ 
235, 263. and Euseb. * c. Marcell. 


24. For all flesh is as grass, &c.] The 


v. 25.] 


25 But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this is the 


IL BEITER N 


word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you. 


EE O M HERE 


immediate object of St Peter is to enforce the 
preceding argument. As men bom of flesh, 
merely natural men, your feelings of love 
might be transient and fickle, like the nature 
to which they belong, and however attractive 
and specious they would perish without result ; 
that nature is like grass that is scorched by 
the sun, and flowers that fall off yielding no 
fruit: but the Word of God being eternal 
must produce durable effects, and, as the 
Apostle declares in the next verse, that is the 
word which has been preached to you in the 
Gospel. ‘The whole passage however and its 
application suggests other considerations of the 
highest importance in their bearings upon the 
general purport of the Epistle and the question 
to what class of readers it was specially ad- 
dressed. In the first place St Peter follows 
the Septuagint so closely as to prove that lie 
addressed persons who would be more familiar 
with it than with the original Hebrew, omit- 
ting one verse, Isai. xl. 7, which is not found 
in the Septuagint, but which, though omitted 
in some MSS. probably influenced by the 
LXX., is unquestionably genuine. It is true 
that it does not bear directly upon the argu- 
ment here, but the omission indicates a feeling 
‘in St Peter that it would be strange to most 
of his readers. ‘Thus too the adoption of 
“glory” for **comeliness" or ‘‘grace,” of 
* grass" in the second clause for ‘‘the field,” 
and ‘‘falleth off" for ** withereth," is best ac- 
counted for by assuming either Gentile or 
Hellenistic readers, to whom the Hebrew was 
"unknown. On the other hand, two changes 
are highly significant: instead of “all glory of 
man” in the LX X. St Peter has all zs glory, 
agreeing with the Hebrew, thus shewing his 
own knowledge of the original; and again, in 
the concluding clause he substitutes ‘‘the 
Lord" for “our God," a most important 
point, for it proves that St Peter identifies the 
Lord, that is our Lord Jesus Christ, accord- 
ing to the usage of the New 'l'estament, with 
Him whom Jews and Christians alike call 
*our God:" see the following note. ‘These 
considerations may not prove, but they are 
thoroughly in accordance with, the view that 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 


1. (4) maperidnpos is used by the LXX. 
as a translation of 1W1N, Gen, xxiii. 4; Ps. 
xxxix. 12. The Syriac uses the same word 


here lolol. It is nearly equivalent to máp- 


okos, Acts vii. 6, 29. Ps. cxx. 5, otmou dre 
5» mapowía pov èpakpúvôn. „Both words are 
used together in Ps. xxxviii. 17, quoted by 
CEcumenius. Some commentators consider 


St Peter has in mind the position, feelings and 
knowledge of a class of readers, all of whom 
were familiar with the Old Testament, espe- 
cially with the great Messianic prophecy of 
Isaiah, but of whom the great majority knew 
it only through the medium of the Septuagint 
version. 


25. But the word of tbe Lord] As it was 
Observed in the preceding note, St Peter sub- 
stitutes ‘the Lord" for “our God,” as it 
stands in the Hebrew and in most, though not 
all, copies of the LXX. Both Hebrews and 
Gentiles would see in this a distinct recogni- 
tion of the Godhead of Christ, and that in 
reference to the grand attribute of God as 
Source and giver of revealed truth. Having 
brought his readers so far, St Peter clinches 
his whole argument with a declaration, bear- 
ing upon the point which lay especially near 
to his heart, viz. that this Word, eternal in 
duration, is that which had been preached to 
his hearers and had been received by them. 
'The expression which he uses is singularly 
forcible, this word is the joyous tidings or 
Gospel which was declared unto you. Now 
there is no question as to the person by 
whom. the Gospel had been introduced into 
the districts; what St Peter here asserts is 
that in the form in which it was presented to 
them it was substantially and essentially the 
very Word of God. So that here, as in the 
close of the Epistle, we have the attestation of 
St Peter to the absolute integrity of Gospel 
truth as it had been preached m the Churches 
of Asia Minor by St Paul. Such an attesta- 
tion would be specially needed, it may be, by 
that portion of the converts which may have 
still retained aught of the old leaven of Juda- 
ism, to whom however no distinct allusion is 
ever made in this Epistle; but it would be un- 
speakably precious to all true-hearted Chris- 
tians, who looked up with equal love and 
reverence to their own converter St Paul, and 
to St Peter as the recognised mouth-piece and 
representative of the Apostles, to whom our 
Lord first committed the ministry of the 
Word. 


On EAD Ter 2, TOMES, 


that the prefix zapà has no special force: but 
CEcumenius is quite right in maintaining a 
distinction. rapemidnuos, one who sojourns 
without any fixed home or special right in an 
alien land. ‘The wapa in composition is here 
not local, but denotes transitoriness. See Bp 
Lightfoot on Clem. Rom. p. 32. Mangold 
observes that the word indicates persons at- 
tached to the Jews of the dispersion, not 
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Jews themselves, but Gentile converts to 
Christianity. See Bleek’s ‘Einleitung, ed. 
Mangold, p. 658, note. 


2. Elect. Electis in czlo, advenis in terra. 
Bengel. Thus Didymus and CEcumenius. 
Compare the fine passage in the *Epistle to 
Diognetus, appended to the works of Justin 
Martyr, c. 5, marpidas olxodow llas AAN ws 
mápowko.—máca éévn marpís €orw avrav, kal 
cca marpis év. Thus CEcumenius, 770. dua 
Tiv Õraomopàv emev, fj kal Ott mávres of karà 
Oedv (Gvres maperidnpot Aéyovrat THs yis- 

Chrysostom expresses very faithfully the 
doctrine of the early Greek Church. On 
Romans, ‘ Hom.’ xvi. 5, 'O Geds o)k dvapévet 
xabdrep dvOpwros drò Tod réXovs THY Tpaypa- 
rov ideiv ròv dyabdy Kal Tov ov ToLodToY, GAAa 
Kal mpò rovrev oide Tis pev ó movnpòs Tis dé 
6 prj TowodTos. Abundance of similar passages 
may be quoted from Justin M., Clement Alex., 
Origen, &c. Spencer on Origen ‘c. Cels. r1. 
p. 38, ed. Cant. says, somewhat too broadly, 
that all the Fathers before Augustine held the 
opinion that predestination is based on fore- 
knowledge. It is, however, quite true of the 
Greeks, and even of St Ambrose, who stands 
nearest to Augustine in doctrine as well as 
time; he says, Quorum merita przscivit, eorum 
praemia predestinavit. ‘De Fide, Tom. rm. 
p. 565,n. 83. It is difficult to see why mpo- 
yveors should mean anything but foreknow- 
ledge, as e.g. in Clemens Rom. * Ep.’ I. 44, of 
the Apostles, mpoyvwow eiNgjóres TeAeíav. 
Thus all the ancient commentators. Didymus 
(who says, prescientia nihil est putanda quam 
contemplatio futuri, an expression which is 
taken from Origen, zpóyveciw yap ovK ado 
TL Hyntéov Ù eropévov Oeopíav, ap. Cramer, 
‘t Caten.’ in loc.), the Greek Scholiast ap. 
Matthei, and many of the moderns. ‘The 
fact that what God knows He wills, and what 
He wills He knows, does not affect the mean- 
ing of this word. 

N.B. We have followed modern com- 
mentators in making the construction of the 
sentence to depend upon éxXexrois, as it does of 
course in our version. Most of the ancients 
however, (all the Greek Fathers, as Cyril, 
CEcumenius, Hesychius, the Scholiast in Cra- 
mer’s ‘Catena,’ and Theophylact,) refer the 
words xara mp. &c. to dmóoroAos. There is 
much to be said for their view. —"ExXexrois is 
not placed wnere it was to be expected, and 
where it occurs in our version. On the 
other hand the word ‘ Apostle” has its po- 
sition marked out at the beginning of the 
epistle, while the designation of the persons to 
whom it was addressed is naturally placed in 
a parenthesis. It is indeed no exaggerated 
description of an Apostle to say that he holds 


that office in accordance with the Father's fore- 
knowledge, under the consecrating influence 
of the Spirit, to win men to obey Christ, and 
to be sprinkled by His blood. It is also in 


accordance with St Paul's custom, thus to 


state the grounds of his apostolical authority 
in the beginning of an Epistle. ‘There is in- 
deed a very remarkable resemblance between 
this passage, if thus constructed, and the 
opening of the Romans. ‘There the words 
kAyros, dpapiopevos els e. ., and 6 mpoemny- 
ye(Xaro are nearly equivalent to xarà mpo- 
yvoouv and èv yas, while eis Urakorv 
corresponds to eis jmakozv míareos. A com- 
parison of these passages with the introduc- 
tory sentences of the Epistles to the Galatians, 
Ephesians, and Colossians, strongly confirms 
this interpretation. It may further be remark- 
ed that a full enumeration of the blessings, 
duties, and characteristics of believers is given 
in the following verses, and is scarcely needed 
here. The tendency of modern criticism is to 
undervalue ancient commentators, who were 
often men of sound judgment and acute per- 
ception, and were generally guided by a sure 
instinct in questions depending upon the con- 
struction of their own language. Bede, Ly- 
ranus, the Syriac, and Estius agree with our 
version. 


6. Some of the ancients read dya\A\rdoec 6e, 
thus Origen, Syr. o2, adding Sach, 
for ever. Thus also a few MSS. On the 
other hand CEcum. rò yàp dyad\aobe avri 
péAMovros etAgmrav 7) Kal karà TO eveoTos. 
This makes it doubtful whether the Latin 
translator, who uses the future tense, followed 
the common reading or not. Most commen- 
tators take the second construction, e.g, Bede, 
Est, Grotius, Bengel, Steiger, &c. 


8. Some MSS. have cidéres, not having 
known. Theophylact, however, who reads ei86- 
Tes, understands it to mean iSdvres* ouk eldres 
aùròv capkós 6pOadpois èk wovns dkofjs d'yamráre. 
We doubt much whether this is admissible. 
There can be no question that i8óvres is the 
preferable reading, and it has stronger sup- 
port of MSS. St Polycarp read eis ôv oux 
iddvres, ‘Ep. ad Phil.’ c. x. But the reading 
there is not certain. ‘Two MSS. have eov- 
Tes, Which may be for eiSéres, ed. Dressel. 
"AyaXMg6e, Irenæus seems to have read 
dyaXMdgecÓe; he certainly understood the 
word in the future, exultabitis, and draws 
from it an argument for the resurrection, v. 
C. 7. This gives a satisfactory connection 
with kopi(ópuevo, in the next verse, which in 
that case would refer to the future realization 
of the believers' hopes. 





vot; 2.] 


CHAPTER II. 

1 He dehorteth them from the breach of cha- 
rity: 4 shewing that Christ is the foundation 
whereupon they are built. 11 He beseecheth 
them also to abstain from fleshly lusts, 13 to 
be obedient to magistrates, 18 and teacheth 
servants how to obey their masters, 20. pa- 
tiently suffering for well doing, after the 
example of Christ. 


Li PETERUIUN 


AMEN NA laying aside all 
malice, and all guile, and hy- 
pocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, 

2 As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby : 





CHAP. II. 1—5. EXHORTATIONS AND 
WARNINGS FOUNDED ON THE PRECEDING 
VIEWS ON THE CONDITION AND NATURE 
OF CHRISTIANS. 


1. Wherefore] This word connects the 
following exhortations closely with the last 
four verses of the first chapter. Inasmuch 
as you have been regenerated by the word of 
God (i. 23), and have received it from your 
spiritual teachers (i. 25), you must in the first 
place lay aside, put away from you, all evil 
passions, especially those which are opposed 
to brotherly love. Compare Eph. iv. 22—31, 
where most of the words and all the topics 
occur which St Peter here uses, They are 
common to all, bearing equally upon Jewish 
and Gentile converts, and are pressed with 
equal force by the two Apostles. 

calice] St Peter takes this first, as the 
main cause of dissensions, whereas St Paul 
places it last, as the climax of all offences 
against brotherly love, Eph. iv. 31. The 
Greek (karia) refers specially to malignity, 
and is best rendered by the word malice. 

all guile, &c.| ‘There is a connection of 
sequence between the three vices included in 
this group; guile the inward disease, hypo- 
crisy its outward manifestation, and as a 
result of the consciousness of evil, envy in its 
various forms, specially directed against those 
who have the peace in which the hypocrite 
knows that he is lacking, a feeling which sooner 
or later breaks out in calumnious aspersions, 
for which St Paul, Eph. iv. 31, uses the words 
clamour and evil speaking (kpavy kai Bdac- 
dnpia). The comparison with Ephesians is 
important as bearing upon the question 
whether St Peter has one class only of readers 
in mind; the evils were common to all, not 
even, as might be supposed, peculiarly preva- 
lent in the Churches of Asia Minor, but 
equally prominent at Corinth, see x Cor. i. 
Io—12, lii. 3, 4, and indeed in all Churches. 
The word rendered ‘laying aside” or **put- 
ting off" (dmoÜéuevor) is used twice by St 
Paul, Eph. iv. 22, 25, in reference to the 
same or similar vices, and stands in antithesis 
to putting on (évdicacGar), v. 24. karaa- 
Aía is a rare word, used by Clem. Rom. 
‘x Cor. xxx., and by Polycarp. 


2. As newborn babes| Referring to i. 23 
the Apostle addresses Christians as newly 
regenerate. The metaphor was not unknown 
to Hebrew writers, who call disciples ** suck- 


lings;" see Targum on Job iii. 18 ; and Song 
of Sol, viii. x. It is common in St Paul; and 
in the mind of both Apostles was undoubtedly 
associated with our Lord's saying; cf. Matt. 
xvii. 3; Mark x. 14, 5 

desire tbe sincere milk of tbe word] Each 
word is emphatic; desire means long for 
earnestly as a babe cares for milk and for that 
only; itis its proper nourishment; so yours, 
as spiritual babes, is pure unadulterated doc- 
trine, which is conveyed in and by the 
Word. Our translators properly refer the 
adjective (Aoy:kov), rendered elsewhere ‘‘rea- 
sonable,” Rom. xii. 1, to the Word, ch. i. 23; 
as * bodily " refers to the body, psychical to 
the psyche (living to life), spiritual to spirit, 
SO (Aoyikós) lit. logical, but equivalent in 
sense to ‘‘ rational,” refers to the Word, which 
is the true and proper nourishment of the 
‘inner man,” ‘‘ renewed,” and ‘‘created”’ 
after God in the holiness of truth. . The 
nearest equivalent word is spiritual, which 
however could not be used here, as it would 
disguise the reference to the Word. 

sincere] Lit. ** without guile,” or deceit, in 
antithesis to the guile which must be put 
away. ‘The Greek order of words is ‘logical 
guileless milk;” doctrine derived from the 
Word, unadulterated by any falsehood. ‘The 
Personal Word, who is the Truth, informs 
the intellect, and quickens the spirit, for in 
Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Whether St Peter identified 
the Son of God with the Word may be ques- 
tioned, but that he regarded Him as its source, 
and it as His perfect manifestation, is certain. 
The teaching of the early Fathers is deeply 
interesting. Irenæus, l, 1v. c. xxxviii. p. 699, 
ed. Stieren, ** And for this reason (viz. the 
incapacity of man to receive Christ in the ful- 
ness of His glory), He, who is the perfect 
Bread of the Father, gave Himself as milk, as 
to babes—that by this milky diet, being ac- 
customed to eat and drink the word of God, 
we might be enabled to retain in ourselves the 
bread of immortality which is the Spirit of 
the Father." See also Origen ‘c. Cels.’ 1v. c. 18. 

that ye may grow thereby | Lit. “therein,” in 
the Word as the element wherein the Chris- 
tian life is developed. ‘The oldest and best 


` MSS., N, A, B, C, and oldest versions, add 


«unto salvation," possibly an early gloss, yet 
important as indicating the true end of spiritual 
growth; cf. Rom. i. 16. ‘The word of God,” 
as Tertullian says, ** must be desired for the 
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3 If so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious. 

4 To whom coming, as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of 


LlD!'PETER- III 


[v. 3—5: 


men, but chosen of God, and pre- 
cious, 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 





sake of life, devoured by the hearing, rumi- 
nated by the understanding, digested by faith.? 


3. If so be ye have tasted] Rather, IF ye 
tasted; St Peter refers to the first experience 
of converts. The conjunction if, according to 
Greek usage, here implies that such a desire 
must exist in those who, as may be assumed 
in the case of Christians, have known ex- 
perimentally (for sensible apprehension pro- 
duces clearer knowledge than any mere rea- 
soning, CEcum.) the sweetness of spiritual 
food, and learned from it to appreciate the 
graciousness of the Lord. ‘The word here 
used by St Peter (xpgoros) has the special 
meaning of benignity; some have held that 
the Apostle refers to the name Christ; but 
this is hardly probable, though the two words 
cbrestus and Ghristus were confused at a very 
early time, as in the well-known account of 
Christians by Tacitus. It has been suggested, 
but seems unlikely, that there is a reference to 
Eucharistic food, administered at that time 
immediately after baptism, ‘The passage is 
taken verbatim from the LX X. of Ps. xxxiv. 8. 

the Lord] In the New Testament, as a 
rule, the Lord Jesus Christ; here it represents 
the Hebrew, Jehovah: an important point in 
its bearing upon St Peter's Christology. 


4. To whom coming, &c.] St Peter passes 
. on to another and distinct metaphor in order 
to shew the necessity of perfect union with, 
and conformity to, Him from whom spiritual 
life is derived. St Paul has the same metaphor 
in Ephes. ii. 20—22, and elsewhere. 'The 
Christian comes to Christ to be built up in 
the faith, and He to whom he comes is con- 
ceived of as the head corner-stone, instinct 
with life, holding together the building and 
felt as the principle of stability in every part. 
St Peter refers explicitly to our Lord's own 
saying, Matt. xxi. 42. It should be observed 
that he omits altogether to notice the place 
in the building assigned to himself by Christ, 
Matt. xvi. 18, the whole mind and spirit of 
believers being.directed exclusively to the only 
source of life. ‘The epithet “living” points 
out, of course, the metaphorical sense of the 
expression, but it is emphatic; that stone is 
all life in itself, and the cause of life to all the 
stones that are joined to it. Christians come 
to Him as living and life-giving that they may 
live on and by Him. 

disallowed | St Peter could not allude to 
this passage without reference to a point, not 
bearing upon his immediate argument, but 
constantly present to his mind, viz. that the 


Stone so precious in the sight of God was 
rejected and cast out by man. 

jrecious] Not the same word as above, 
i. rg; that (rimos) referred to intrinsic pre- 
ciousness, this (évripos) refers to the recogni- 
tion of that preciousness by the Father. 


5. Ye also, as lively stones, are built up] 
Rather, as the grammatical structure and the 
inner sense indicate, Be ye also built up 
as living stones, Both words ‘‘coming” in 
v. 4 and “be built up,” or, “let yourselves 
be built up” (lit. ** be built up upon”), inti- 
mate the concurrence of an active will in all 
true converts; they are drawn to Christ, but 
follow willingly. 'The epithet living, not 
lively (which obscures the connection of 
thought), shews that we receive life from 
Him who hath life in Himself, and must 
therefore be fellow-workers with Him. Cf. 
Hermas v. iii. and ix. 

a spiritual bouse| ‘The antitype of the ma- 
teria house of God, the temple, of which the 
glory, together with the uses which it pre- 
figured, is transferred to the Church of Christ. 
‘Fhe frequent use of this metaphor by St Paul 
in epistles specially addressed to: Christians of 
Gentile origin sufficiently proves that St Peter 
may have had, and makes it probable that he 
really had, such believers present to his mind, 
though not to the exclusion of Hebrews; He 
had long learned the lesson that in Christ Jesus 
there is neither Jew, nor Gentile; cf. Acts 
Xv. 9. 
an holy priesthood] The best MSS., N, A,B,C, 
and late critical editions insert the preposition 
for (eis) before these words. There can be 
little doubt as to the correctness of this read- 
ing; Christians built up in Christ are made a 
spiritual house, or temple, for a special pur- 
pose, that they may becomea holy priesthood, 
qualified and empowered to offer spiritualsacri- 
fices. ‘The term **holy priesthood,” here and 
in v. 9, is not precisely the same as “ holy 
priests," but points to the great truth that 
Christians constitute a corporate unity, col- 
lectively possessing and exercising the func- 
tions of the priesthood. In reference to the 
preceding statement, St Augustine says, 
“Simul omnes unum templum, et singuli 
singula templa sumus," *Ep.' 187, 8 20; so 
Christians are one priesthood collectively, and 
individually in a limited, but definite, sense 
they are priests, see Rev. xx. 6; thus too 
Barnabas, ‘Ep.’ 4, ** Let us become spiritual, 
a perfect temple to God." The priesthood 
of Christians does not.trench on the peculiar 
province of our one High Priest, nor on the 
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priesthood, to offer up spiritual sa- and he that believeth on him shall 
crifices, acceptable to God by Jesus not be confounded. 

Christ. 7 Unto you therefore which be- pop an : 
6 Wherefore also it is contained in lieve he is ! precious: but unto them honour, 
ai. 28. the scripture, ^ Behold, I lay in Sion which be disobedient, the stone oa Mae 


a chief corner stone, elect, precious: which the builders disallowed, the 424% ,, 





other hand does it exclude the office of a 
vicarious priesthood, representing and acting 
on behalf of the body corporate; this is 
sufficiently proved by passages in the Old 
. Testament, which at once recognise the 
people as priests, and yet restrict certain 
functions to the Aaronic priesthood, Augustine 
‘de Civ. D.' xx. c. 1o, ‘Sicut omnes Chris- 
tianos dicimus propter mysticum Chrisma, sic 
omnes sacerdotes, quoniam membra sunt unius 
Sacerdotis." Irenzus, dwelling on the other 
point, expresses the mind of the early Church, 
** Sacerdotes sunt omnes Domini Apostoli — 
qui semper altari et Deo serviunt," ‘c. Her.’ 
IV.c. Xx. By parity of reasoning all ministers 
and stewards of the mysteries of Christ con- 
stitute a true, though vicarious and representa- 
tive, priesthood. On the whole subject see 
Waterland, ‘ Distinctions of Sacrifice,’ $ xIv. 
vol. VIII. p. 341. 

by Jesus Christ] Or, through Jesus 
Christ. ‘The spiritual sacrifices of prayer, 
praise, and all Christian works, are offered 
through Him as the One true High Priest; 
they are also acceptable to God through Him, 
by reason of His One perfect oblation of 
Himself. ‘The construction admits of either 
sense; the former corresponds to ch. iv. xr; 
Heb. xiii. 15; Rom. i. 8, vii. 25; but it is 
probable that the expression as here used in- 
cludes the whole statement; so Didymus, 
Bede, Schott, and De Wette. 


6—10. IN THESE VERSES THE PRE- 
CEDING STATEMENTS ARE CONFIRMED, EX- 
PANDED, AND ILLUSTRATED. 


6. Wherefore also it is contained] ‘The 
meaning of the idiom here employed, which is 
somewhat peculiar, seems to be, ** with refer- 
ence to the previous statements compare the 
following passages." N.B. The verb mepiéyei, 
lit. it contains, is held to be equivalent to 
“there is this passage” (mepsoxn); cf. Acts 
viii. 32, where A.V. renders the word ‘‘place.” 
A similar usage is pointed out in Josephus, 
‘Arch.’ XI. 4. 7: sepiéxet is thus taken as 
an impersonal verb. 

Bebold, &c.] 'This passage is quoted freely, 
still more freely by St Paul, Rom. ix. 33. 
The original text is correctly rendered in our 
Version, cf. Isai. xxviii. 16; but the Sep- 
tuagint comes very near to St Peter's quota- 
tion; it omits “a tried stone," a ‘sure 
foundation ” (IDI D1), and for *‘ shall not 
make haste,” it has “ shall not be ashamed,” 





or, as A. V. here renders it, ** be confounded.” 
'The last expression, however, probably ex- 
presses the true sense of the original; the 
intimate connection between the words 
t hasten,” “fear,” and ‘be ashamed,” is best 
shewn in the Arabic, in which the verb which 
exactly corresponds to the Hebrew has these 
three significations, see Pocock, ‘ Port. Mos.’ 
p.67. It seems clear that St Peter quoted 
from the Septuagint, and that memoriter. 


7. precious] Or lit. is the honour, not 
as in the marg. az honour; z.e. that precious- 
ness, spoken of in the preceding passage, ap- 
pertains to you who believe. As living stones, 
consolidated by faith, and mystically in union 
with that corner-stone, you partake in its 
excellency. 

but unto them which be disobedient| Another 
reading, * which are unbelieving,” has the 
support of the three oldest MSS. &, B, C, and 
some versions. It agrees better with the con- 
text, in antithesis to ** you which believe,” but 
it may possibly be an early gloss. 

the stone] St Peter, as is not uncommonly 
the case in the New Testament, combines 
references to two texts, Ps. cxviii. 22, and 
Isai. viii. 14 ; the former, cited by our Lord, 
Matt. xxi. 42, bearing upon His rejection by 
the Jews, and the completion of His work in 
building up the Church, and by St Peter 
himself, Acts iv. 11; the second predicting 
the result of that rejection to those who in- 
curred the guilt. 'The passage from the Psalms 
means that the persons upon whom the duty 
of completing the edifice properly devolved, 
viz. the rulers and priests of the Hebrews, 
rejected and cast out the living stone, which 
was proved by the event to be the only one 
on which the building could rest; but in con- 
sequence of that very act, by virtue of the 
sufferings which He then underwent, that 
same Christ became (A. V. is made) at once 
the very corner-stone on which and by which 
the two great divisions of mankind, Jews and 
Gentiles, were compacted into one harmoni- 
ous whole; but at the same time He, whom 
they were called upon to recognise as the 
corner-stone, became to them who rejected 
Him, as such, ‘a stone of stumbling,” not, 
that is, a stone at which they stumbled, being 
unwilling to acknowledge its goodness, but 
against which they came into collision; and 
“a rock of offence," it being, as Simeon 
(Luke ii. 34) states, set for the fall and rise 
of many in Israel. They had the option of 
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same is made the head of the disobedient: whereunto also they were 

corner, appointed. i 
€ Isai. 8. 8 ^ And a stone of stumbling, and 9 But ye are a chosen generation, 


14. : a 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, la lo 


peculiar people; that ye should shew 24 


a rock of offence, even to them 
which stumble at the word, being 





resting upon the rock, but not availing them- 
selves of that option they impinged upon it and 
were broken in pieces, to the destruction of 
their souls individually, and nationally to the 
subversion of their temple and country. 

This passage is omitted in the Syriac ver- 
sion, and rejected as an interpolation by some 
critics—wrongly for it is extant in all the best 
MSS., and the omission is easily accounted for 
by a common error of transcribers in passages 
when the same word recurs after an interval. 


8. even to them] ‘The construction is 
more simple than might appear from this 
rendering. Lit. who being disobedient, 
that is, who by reason of their disobedience, 
or rebellious unbelief, stumble at the Word. 
Here the Word is clearly identified with 
Christ, if not with His person, yet with His 
doctrine, the truth of which He is the mani- 
festation. 

aubereunto also they were appointed] i.e. to 
which result of unbelief; sc. utter overthrow, 
they were appointed. ‘The immediate object 
of the Apostle is to shew that the rejection of 
the Jews, brought about by their disobedience, 
was not a new thing, but had been foreseen 
and predetermined. Commentators are divided, 
rather in accordance with their doctrinal 
views than as a result of grammatical and 
critical inquiry; some referring the words to 
the unbelief of the Jews, others to the punish- 
ment which followed justly upon their unbe- 
lief. ‘The former view may be defensible on 
the ground that the infatuation of the Jews, 
their utter blindness to the evidences of Christ’s 
Truth, was a judicial infliction, as it is repre- 
sented in many passages of the Old and New 
Testament; but the other view, which refers 
to their punishment as a just and inevitable 
consequence of wilful unbelief, fully meets the 
requirements of the Apostle’s statement. ‘Thus 
Wetstein concisely, ‘non ut peccent, sed ut 
peccantes puniantur;" so too Benson, Ham- 
mond, Glass, Grotius, Hensler, Steiger, and 
Huther, Vorstius quoted by Huther, **in- 
creduli sunt designati vel constituti ad hoc, 
ut poenam sive exitium sibi accersant sua in- 
credulitate." 


9. But ye] The ye is emphatic; but as 
for you, who in contradistinction from the un- 
believing Jews have received the Messiah, ye 
are the new generation consisting of the ** rem- 
nant of grace" among the Israelites and of all 
Gentiles who are united to the Head of the 


. Body by faith. St Peter does not address or 


regard them as separate bodies, but as one 
Body in Christ. 

a chosen generation] ‘Thus “the Lord had 
a delight in your fathers to love them, and to 
choose their seed after them," Deut. x. 15. 
This applies in a higher sense to those ** who 
are born again not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God,” 
John i. 13; and who are therefore ** counted 
to the Lord for a generation;" thus again 
Isai. xlii. 20, 21, * My people, my chosen; 
this people have I formed for myself; they 
shall shew forth my: praise." 

a royal priesthood] See above on wv. 8. 
Here instead of ** holy" St Peter has ‘‘royal,” 
in reference to Exod. xix. 6, ** Ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests." The expression in 
Greek follows the Septuagint. Christians are 
in:a peculiar sense all “ kings and priests,” or 
**a kingdom of priests," Rev. i. 6, where see 
note, and v. ro, by virtue of their mystic union 
with the One King and One Priest of the 
universe. See Augustine ‘de C. D. x. ro, 
Didymus on this passage says, ** Wherefore 
we also are named a chosen generation, being 
the offspring of a king and priest; for since 
He who begat us hath both offices, we must 
needs also as of a king hold the kingly office, 
and as of a priest the priestly.” ‘The term 
“ royal " might mean either * belonging to the 
king," or * having royal prerogatives;" the 
former explanation is more probable, accord- 
ing with the other designations of Christians, 
and with the principle that all their rights and 
dignities depend upon their relation to their 
King. 'The Fathers dwell much upon the 
necessary connection between the royalty and 
the priesthood ; cf. Irenæus, IV. c. 20. It is 
also observable that Rabbinical writers recog- 
nise the application of the foregoing texts to 
both dispensations, the old and the new cove- 
nant. ‘Thus ‘Tanchuma’ ap. Wetstein, in 
which treatise Num. iii. 12, xviii, 6, and Exod. 
xix. 6 are quoted, with special reference to 
the expression **unto Me" in those passages. 

an holy nation] “A nation” applies to 
Christians collectively, as forming a distinct 
polity, or society. The Hebrews were a holy 
nation, as being separated from the heathen by 
moral and ceremonial law; Christians in 
virtue of spiritual association with each other, 
and of renunciation of all evil heathenish 
habits. They are sanctified by the blood 
of Christ applied to the conscience by His 
Spirit. Steiger observes that ‘‘ generation ” in 
the preceding clause refers to spiritual descent, 
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forth the ! praises of him who hath a people, but are now the people 

called you out of darkness into his of God: which had not obtained 

marvellous light : mercy, but now have obtained 
IO “Which in time past were not mercy. 
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“ nation ” to unity of customs; a possible dis- 
tinction, and involving the true thought that 
as Christians derive their life from one King- 
Priest, they must have customs and morals in 
accordance with their descent, 

a peculiar people] Lit. ‘a people of acqui- 
sition,” equivalent to a people acquired and: 
possessed as a special and peculiar treasure.. 
The passages to which St Peter refers are 
Deut. vii. 6, “a special” or peculiar people, 
Mal. iii, 17, where A.V. has “jewels,” a 
peculiar treasure; and especially Isai. xliii. 21 
(where the Septuagint has a word equivalent 
to that which is here used by St Peter, ôv 
mepuroijodpny [sic]). **'This people which I 
have formed unto myself; they shall shew 
forth my praise." 

N.B. The words eis mepurotgow, mepiov= 
cios, and nob, of which the first is used here, 
the second by the LXX. in rendering. Exod.. 


xix. 5, and by St Paul, Tit. ii. 14, and the 


third in the Hebrew of Exodus and. Malachi,. 


convey the same idea under different aspects ;: 


all imply possession, the first as an acquisi- 
tion, the second as an excellent, the third as a 
special and peculiar, possession. The Chaldee 


use of the verb 3D, acquisivit, probably de- 
termined the version here adopted by St Peter. 

The appropriation of all these epithets, in 
their fullest and most spiritual meaning to 
Christians, shews how distinctly the Apostles, 
St Peter and St Paul, who.are often misrepre- 
sented as taking different positions, inculcated 
the truth that all the promises made to Israel, 
as the seed of Abraham, were fulfilled in the 
Church. Judaism was absorbed and trans- 
figured in Christianity, in which Gentiles and 
Jews became one race, one nation, and. one 
body. 
should shew forth] Or, “proclaim,” tell 
out, or abroad. The Greek word does not 
occur elsewhere in the N. T., but it is clas- 
sical, and here singularly expressive. 

the praises] Lit. “ the virtues” or perfec- 
tions; but the LXX., whose language is: here 


adopted by St Peter, use the word (dperds) as: 


equivalent to “praises” in Isai. xliii. 21, the 
passage here quoted, and in Isai. xlii. 12, and. 
Ixiii 7. The praises are the recognition of 
the divine attributes; and the end of the 
election of Christians is to manifest by their 
lives and to celebrate by their thanksgivings the 
wisdom, power, mercy, and love of Him who 
called them, a point most distinctly brought 
out in the passage of Isaiah here referred to. 
Compare also Isai.lx. 3, where it is said of 
the multitude of the Gentiles who come to 
the glorified Jerusalem and to the /ight, and 


brightness of its rising, that they shall bring 
gold and incense, and shew forth the praises 
of the Lord. Here St Peter explains the 
spiritual meaning of that prophecy and shews 
its fulfilment. See however note on 2 Peter 
195. 
who hath called you out of darkness] ‘This 
applies with special force to Gentile converts 
brought out of the total night of heathenism, 
and they appear to have been more imme- 
diately present to the Apostle's mind; not 
that reference to Jewish converts is excluded, 
of whom the best informed had been but 
partially enlightened, a veil being over their 
hearts, cf. 2 Cor. iii. 14, and of whom the 
great majority were in total darkness. It was 
a special promise that they should have /igb£ 
at the coming of Christ, Isai. ix. x f.; cf. 
Matt. iv, 16; thus again Isai. Ix. r, ** Arise, 
shine, for thy /ight is come.” Cf. Clem. Rom. 
XXXVI.. 2. 30. 

marvellous| As transcendent and incon- 
ceivable; the glory of Him who dwelleth in 
unapproached light, 1 Tim. vi. 16. 


10. Which in time past| No passage in 

this Epistle indicates more distinctly the 
Gentile converts as specially the objects of 
St Peter'saddress. He agrees with St Paul, 
Rom, ix. 25, 26, who applies the passage of 
Hosea: ii. 23— which primarily referred to 
Israel—specially and distinctly to Gentiles; 
and.he adopts the same order, transposing the 
words of the prophet. Had St Peter directed 
his Epistle specially to Jewish Christians it 
seems impossible, or to say the least highly im- 
probable, that he should have chosen this text, 
and have followed St Paul, whose Epistle was 
certainly present to his mind, both in the 
form of the quotation and in its application. 
Hilgenfeldi observes that every unprejudiced 
reader must needs infer from this passage that 
St Peter addresses Gentile Christians; * Einl.’ 
o. 628. 
; not a people| A singularly strong expres- 
sion, implying that they who in Christ are 
one people had no real existence as such before 
their conversion. Bengel, ‘ne populus qui- 
dem, nedum Dei populus.” This is in a pecu- 
liar sense true of the heterogeneous mass of 
Gentiles, aliens from God and separated from 
each other by race, language, customs, and 
religion—true also of the whole body of con- 
verts, Jews and Gentiles, previously antago- 
nistic. 

which bad not] The use of the Greek 
tenses marks, more accurately than is possible 
in English without a paraphrase, the distinc- 
tion between their former estate, one of un- 
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II Dearly beloved, I beseech you 
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul ; 





pardoned sin, and that into which they were 
transferred by a single act on their conversion. 


11. This verse marks the main division of 
the Epistle. From the beginning St Peter 
has been concerned mainly with the privileges, 
blessings and dignity of believers, and with the 
general fundamental principles which follow 
as a necessary consequence from their relation 
to God: he now passes on to exhortations 
about their relative duties to each other and to 
those with whom they come into contact, 
with special reference to the circumstances of 
the times, to the temptations to which they 
were peculiarly exposed by their previous 
habits, and to the effects which their example 
would have for good or for ill upon the 
heathen. The first injunctions dwell upon 
the purity of life, which would specially 
affect the reputation of Christians and their 
influence upon Gentiles. 


11,12. EXHORTATION TO PURITY OF LIFE. 


beloved] Emphatic, a form of address used 
thrice by St Paul, 1 Cor. x. 14, xv. 58; 
2 Cor. vii. 1; by St John, r. iii. 2, and by St 
James. Here it introduces the special exhor- 
tations, most fittingly, as an assurance of good 
will and affection, tempering reproaches and 
adding force to entreaties. 

I beseech you] Cf. Rom. xii. 13 Eph. iv. z, 
where see note. 

as strangers and pilgrims] Cf. i. 17, where 
the word “sojourning” represents the condition 
of those who are here called ‘‘ strangers,” but 
more properly ‘‘ dwellers in a strange land," 
(mápowo:). “ Pilgrims” does not exactly repre- 
sent the second word, which in i. 1 is rendered 
‘strangers; see notes there; it denotes 
specially persons who take up their abode for 
a short time, not as settlers, but as visitors in 
a foreign city or land. ‘The bome, the true 
country of the Christian, is heaven; where- 
ever he may be living on earth he is equally a 
stranger. All his rights, privileges, and dignity 
are derived from his citizenship (see note on 
Phil. iii. 20) which is in heaven; so that the 
very exaltation of the believer in spiritual 
things separates him the more completely from 
earthly things; because he isa citizen of heaven, 
belonging to a holy nation, he is a stranger on 
earth; because he is consecrated he must 
abstain from pollutions; because he is a 
soldier of Christ he must war against lust. 
Thus Abraham ‘sojourned in the land of 
promise as in a strange country," and all the 
Patriarchs **confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims (sojourners) upon earth," Heb. 
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I2 Having your conversation ho- 
nest among the Gentiles : that, "where- 
as they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which 


xi. r3. The word “pilgrim” introduces a 
different, though in itself a true, metaphor. 

Jrom fleshly lusts] the fleshly lusts. Cf. 
Gal. v. 16 and Rom. vii. 23. The extent and 
limitation of this injunction are equally im- 
portant; it does not, as Calvin assumes, in- 
clude all natural desires, but all that in their 
tendency are destructive to the soul, that is, 
the principle of life, or rather the inner man, 
not as renewed by grace, but as the principle 
capable of union with the spirit, yet liable to 
assaults: by the lusts are meant, not the 
natural, but those inordinate, appetites which 
wage an incessant war against the soul, tend- 
ing to reduce it to a state of slavery, and 
finally to destroy it everlastingly. Abstinence 
is the first movement in the conflict against 
them, equivalent to “putting away” in the 
first verse of this chapter. The Greek word 
(capxixos) rendered ‘‘fleshly” occurs fre- 
quently in St Paul's epistles, but not else- 
where in the N. T. 

which war] ‘The proper meaning of this 
expression is ‘‘inasmuch as," or “such as 
war against it” (airwes, not az). The word 
** war" implies active aggression, not simply a 
state of antagonism. Cf. Polycarp, Ep. v. 


12. conversation honest] Conversation is 
used here as in ch. i. 15, 17, in its proper 
sense, as outward conduct, habits of life, by 
which the inner principle is manifested and 
attested. It must be “honest,” lit. ¢* beauti- 
ful,” or ‘ fair,” an expression common in 
classical Greek, such as may attract and com- 
mand admiration and esteem. 

among tbe Gentiles] to whom you formerly 
belonged, or among whom you lived, par- 
taking in their excesses. 

whereas} Or, wherein. ‘This expression 
elsewhere, Mark ii. r9, means “at what time” 
(A.V. as long as); here it has rather the 
definite sense, ‘in what,” ze. in the very 
point which now is aimed at by calumnious 
misrepresentations. So in Rom. ii. x, where 
it is properly rendered ** wherein." The point 
which was the object of such attacks was 
and is the special mode of life distinguishing 
Christians, as such, from men of the world, 
whether Jews or Gentiles. 

they speak against you as evildoers] Chris- 
tians were specially attacked by Gentiles, gene- 
rally at the instigation of Jews, on political 
grounds as enemies of the state (cf. Acts 
xvii. 6, 7); on religious grounds as atheists, 
i.e. rejecting the objects of heathen worship; 
on ethical grounds as introducing unlawful 
customs, and, as it was believed, abominable 


1 Or, 
whereis 





v. 13.] 


they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 
13 Submit yourselves to every or- 
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dinance of man for the Lord's sake : 
whether it be to the king, as 
supreme ; 





impurity, Acts xvi. 20, 21. These points are 
commonly alleged by opponents of Christian- 
ity, and are specially noticed by apologists in 
the first two centuries, See Athenagoras, 
‘Ap.’ p. 6; Clem. Alex, ‘Strom.’ VII. p. 701, 
and the large collection of passages by Spencer 
on Origen, *c. Celsum,’ I. 1, p. 319, ed. Ben. 
Justin Martyr attributes these calumnies to 
Jewish emissaries sent about for the express 
purpose of defaming Christians, see ‘ Dial. c. 
"Iryph. c. XVII. 
word malefici, which exactly corresponds to 
this, in describing Christians at the time when 
this Epistle was written. Hebrew and Gentile 
Christians were of course alike objects of such 
calumnies, but the latter were peculiarly hate- 
ful to the Gentiles as apostates from their 
own religion ; and considering the character of 
many converts before they were rescued from 
the unspeakable pollution of heathenism (cf. 
ri Cor. vi 9, 11), it is not surprising that 
strong prejudices were entertained, and that 
calumnies invented by the deadly enemies of 
the Cross were readily believed by the Gen- 
tiles. St Peter has each point distinctly present 
to his mind in this and in the following ex- 
hortations. 

by your good works| ‘The same word good, 
or bonest, used above. A good conversation 
manifested in good works. 

which they shall behold) ‘The entire phrase 
implies that as a result of good works which 
Gentiles observe as spectators—the word is 
emphatic, implying careful inspection (Grimm, 
spectando observo)—they may learn to glorify 
God, to recognise His work with grateful 
admiration **in the day (rather, a day) of 
visitation." This last expression might imply 
either a visitation of judgment, the judgment 
of the last day—a meaning, however, quite 
unsuitable to the context, for the Gentiles 
would certainly not then bring to mind the 
good works of Christians, or their own ob- 
servation of them—or as in other passages 
*a visitation of grace" (so Luke xix. 44; 
Gen. l 24; cf. Wisd. iii. 7, 13; xviii. 19; 
see also Clem. Rom. ‘1 Cor.’ LJ, ze. 
when God shall visit their souls, when like 
yourselves they shall return to this Shepherd 
and Bishop, or Visitor (émicxoros). ‘Then 
the Gentiles would acknowledge the glory of 
God which had previously been manifested 
through the works of Christians; thus Eras- 
mus, Calovius, Calvin, Steiger, Huther, St 
Peter probably has in mind, certainly he re- 
calls to our minds, Matt. v. 16, * Let your 
light...that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 
The omission of the article before ‘‘day” 


New Test.—Vot. IV. 


Suetonius uses the Latin: 


indicates the uncertainty of the time; but its 
probable occurrence when unexpected is a 
point of extreme importance, urged con- 
stantly by Christian apologists and illustrated 
by the influence of Christian example in 
early ages. Another interpretation is defen- 
sible, but less suited to the immediate con- 
text. It takes the day of visitation to be the 
time of persecution then impending over Chris- 
tians, to which reference is made throughout 
this Epistle. See especially ch. iv. 16—18. 
It is true that conversions of Gentiles were 
common at such visitations, and effected by 
the example of Christian sufferers ; but in this 
passage St Peter is speaking of the general life 
and demeanour of believers as preparing ob- 
servers for their own conversion. 


13—17. EXHORTATIONS TO SUBMISSION 
TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES, OR MORE GENE- 
RALLY TO DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE DUTIES 
OF CITIZENS. 


From the general exhortation to good works 
St Peter passes on to special applications of 
the principle, dwelling in order upon those 
points which were most likely to affect Gen- 
tile observers in judging the tendency of Chris- 
tian doctrine. 


13. ordinance of man] Lit. “every human 
creation," here taken in the sense of institution, 
or as in A.V. ordinance; ż. e. every authority 
constituted or appointed by man. This mean- 
ing rests on the authority of the ablest Fathers, 
e.g. Dionys. Rom. ap. Athan. ‘de Syn. Nic.’ 
p. 276; Euseb. c. Marc. ap. Socrat. ‘H. E. 
II. 21, and is adopted by late commentators, 

for tbe Lord's sake] Both because **the 
powers that be are ordained of God," Rom. 
xiii. r, to which St Peter certainly refers in the 
next verse; and because submission to legiti- 
mate authority is a most effectual means of 
removing obstacles to the advance of his king- 
dom; a principle powerfully urged by Justin 
Martyr and other early apologists. 

to the king| ‘The emperor, specially styled 
king by Greek writers; the one supreme 
authority in the lands which St Peter has in 
mind. ‘The emperor at that time was Nero, 
not only notorious for unspeakable crimes, 
but the first persecutor of the Christians, 
the man under whom both St Peter and St 
Paul suffered a long-foreseen martyrdom. The 
precept is therefore universal, binding on the 
conscience of all Christians in their private 
capacity as subjects; the sovereign is supreme 
by the ordinance of man, as the personal 
representative of all power inherent in the 
state. 
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16 As free, and not tusing your } G5 
liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God. 


! Honour all men. 


14 Or unto governors, as unto 
them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the 


praise of them that do well. 17 Love the 'Or 


Estee 


15 For so is the will of God, that 
with well doing ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men : 


brotherhood. 
the king. 
18 Servants, be subject to your 


Fear God. 


Honour 





14. governors] ‘The Greek word is spe- 
cially applied to provincial magistrates. 

sent by bim] The natural sequence refers 
* him" to the king, since magistrates are to 
be obeyed simply as his representatives and 
delegates, Cf. Clem. Rom. ‘1 Cor.’ XXXVII., 
who apparently alludes to this passage. ‘The 
reference to *the Lord" adopted by some 
commentators rests upon a great truth, and 
accords with St Paul's argument in a passage 
very closely corresponding with this, Rom. 
xiii. r—5, but it is less obviously connected 
with the preceding words. 

Jor the punishment, &c.] This passage dis- 
tinctly recognises the twofold object of the 
magistracy—not lost sight of under heathen 
rulers—to check crimes by punishment and to 
promote good works by rewarding and pro- 
tecting the agents. Whether it referred to 
the Divine source of all authority, or to the 
supreme authority in the state, this injunction 
is a remarkable instance of the large and 
liberal principles maintained by the Apostles. 
Late writers, e.g. Boissier, Renan, have shewn 
the substantial soundness of Roman legislation, 
and the actual progress of social order, even 
under Nero at the period now under con- 
sideration, and especially in the provinces of 
Asia Minor. 


152 for so 2S the avi eof God, Gc. It 
is God’s will that by such conduct you should 
silence calumniators, who in their ignorance— 
a guilty because wilful ignorance (dyvecia, 
not äyvora)—of the true principles of Chris- 
tians, assume that they lead. to evil deeds, not 
to good deeds; and who because of that ig- 
norance must be regarded as foolish (a strong 
word used by St Paul, x Cor. xv. 36), sense- 
less—a defect not merely of mind, but of heart. 
This applies, not to the magistrates, but to 
those who invent or disseminate false reports, 
In the Greek the definite article is here used, 
implying, it may be, that St Peter points to a 
well-known class of accusers. ‘The word ren- 
dered “silence” is very strong, ‘‘ stop their 
mouths as with a gag” (duuobv, see x Cor. 
ix. 9; x Tim. v..18;. Matt. xxii. 12), 


16. As free, and...| St Peter reminds 
the Christians that, although they are truly 
free, indeed the only truly free men—a point 
ever present to the minds of the Apostles 
—yet that freedom did not imply license to 
break the laws of men, being in fact another 


word for subjection to God. What he warns 
them against most specially was making that 
liberty a pretext for maliciousness,a word which 
designates any kind of evil (equivalent in the 
LXX. to MY), most frequently malignity, 
malice, as in Rom. i. 29; Eph. iv. 31, and in 
the first verse of this chapter; here it evidently 
refers to the evil and refractory spirit shewn 
in violation of law. False teachers inculcated 
two main errors. Judaizers claimed exemp- 
tion from human law; Gentile sophists con- 
founded liberty with libertinism, and held that 
grace implied deliverance from the restraints 
and penalties of divine law. St Peter is care- 
ful, as throughout the Epistle, to reiterate and 
enforce the exhortations of St Paul, see Rom. 
vi. throughout; Gal. v. 13 f.; and cf. Irenzus 
IV. 16. s. N.B. The word rendered * cloke,” 
lit. **a covering," is not found elsewhere in 
the N.T., but it is used by Menander, who 
says of wealth that it is the coverizg of evil 
deeds. 

17. Honour all men] An universal pre- 
cept, not, as some would have it, limited to 
persons with whom Christians are brought 
into contact as citizens. It has probably a 
special reference to the narrow and exclusive 
spirit common in allages to mere professors of 
religion, and inculcates reverence for man as 
such, bearing the impress of his divine origin. 
Honour must be taken in this natural sense, 
neither involving undue subservience nor mere 
regard to social and political distinctions. Few 
precepts have been more needed or more neg- 
lected. 

Love the brotberbood | ‘The general honour 
must be transformed into Christian love of 
those who form one brotherhood—a word 
peculiar to St Peter, but expressing the truth 
most strongly inculcated by our Lord—being 
regenerate. and children of one Father in 
Christ. ‘The precept in this connection was 
probably suggested by the fact that false 
teachers, whether Jews or Gentiles, were con- 
spicuousfor schismatical tendencies. See x Cor. 
i.rof. N.B. Clem. R. has this word (a8eA- 
dorns) *x Cor.’ 11.; so too Polycarp, Hermas, 
Irenæus, and many later writers. St Peter 
seems to have first used it. 

Fear God. Honour the king] ‘The fear of 
God is urged not only as the beginning of 
wisdom, but in reference to the preceding pre- 
cepts, ‘The distinction between submission to 
authority and fear due only to the Giver and 





v. 19, 20.] 


masters with all fear; not only to 
the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward. 

I9 For this i; thankworthy, if a 
man for conscience toward God en- 
dure grief, suffering wrongfully. 


hi PETER TIT 
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20 For what glory zs it, if, when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye 
shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take 


it patiently, this zs 'acce ith ! Or, 
3 y, cceptable with lOr 





Lord of life (cf. Matt. x. 28) was specially to 
be borne in mind, as exemplified by St Peter 
himself, Acts iv. 19, and by all Christian con- 
fessors and martyrs. ‘The antinomian had to 
learn the fear of God, the zealot his duty to 
the king. ** Honour" in the last clause is 
emphatic, due in the highest human sense to 
the head and source of all authority. The 
pregnant conciseness is characteristic of St 
Peter's style. 


18—21. DUTIES OF SERVANTS; THE 


EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


18. Servants] Not, as in other passages, 
(Eph. vi. 5 ; Col. iii. 22) ‘‘slaves,” but ser- 
vants, properly domestic servants. ‘The term 
(which occurs but thrice elsewhere, Luke xvi. 
13; Acts x. 7; Rom. xiv. 4, where see note) 
is at once more general—since it includes 
* freedmen," who formed a large part of most 
Christian churches at that time, and possibly, 
according to Greek usage, other dependent 
members of a household—and more courteous; 
for both reasons noticeable and important 
in its bearings upon practical teaching. Sla- 
very was a condition contrary to inherent 
human right, and as such doomed to pass 
away under the influence of Christianity; ser- 
vitude tempered and regulated by Christian 
principles is inseparable from social order. 
St Peter's precept applies to both conditions; 
but at that time the temptation against which 
it warns was a peculiarly trying one. It was 
hard to reconcile temporal bondage with spi- 
ritual liberty ; hardest when masters were infi- 
dels, and as such likely to treat their slaves 
with peculiar cruelty. ‘The difficulty may 
have been enhanced in the case of Hebrew 
converts, by the Rabbinical maxim that **a 
Jew ought not to be a servant to a heathen,” 
and on the other hand by the principle of the 
Essenes, that it is contrary to the law of 
nature to be a servant to any one. ‘The so- 
briety of apostolical teaching stands out in 
marked contrast to that of fanatics in all 
times. ‘The gradual transformation tending 
to the final extinction of slavery is well brought 
out by P. Allard, * Les esclaves chrétiens." 

be subject] Lit. ‘submitting yourselves.” 

to the froward] Lit. the “crooked,” but 
in the sense ** perverse," which is exactly ex- 
pressed by ‘ froward,” Anglo-Saxon fram- 
veard, aversus, perversus; here it is in anti- 
thesis to “ gentle,” or, as the word so ren- 
dered means, equitable and kindly. The duty 
is thus enforced in its fullest extent, including 


even “fear” in allits legitimate working: but 
it does not include evil compliance, such as 
was held by Roman legists to be a duty on 
the part of freedmen and of zecessity on the 
part of slaves. Cf. Seneca ‘Contr.’ Iv. Prol. 
and Boissier, ‘La religion romaine,’ 11. p. 
389, and see note on Rom. vii. 15. 


19. thankworthy] Lit. “a grace;" which 
might mean it is one effect and proof of di- 
vine grace; but here more probably ‘‘ accept- 
able to God," as in the last clause of the fol- 
lowing verse. 

conscience toward God] Lit. ‘conscience 
of God,” an expression which probably means 
** consciousness of the presence and power of 
God;" cf. 1 Cor. viii. 7, where ** conscience 
of idols” means ‘‘a conscious belief in the 
reality of false gods.” Such consciousness in 
the Christian involves the recognition of all 
duties flowing from our relation to God. The 
word is peculiar to St Peter and St Paul, see 
Introd. to Acts, py 342, Dea) sOur LA VE 
expresses the truth in its most practical bear- 
ings; cf. x Cor. x. 25, 27. 

suffering wrongfully | ‘This may not refer 
directly to the case of Christian servants per- 
secuted for their faith; but it undoubtedly 
includes them, and was probably suggested in 
this connection by the frequency of such occur- 
rences. 


20. For what glory is it] ** Glory" here 
does not mean ‘cause of boasting,” a different 
word being used for that, but refers to the 
effect produced upon others by good conduct. 
'They will think and say nothing of such con- 
duct if the punishment be provoked. ‘The 
word (kAéos), common ın classical writers, 
does not occur elsewhere in the N. T. 

if, when, &c.] ‘The original brings out 
the antithesis more forcibly **if sinning and 
buffeted,” “if well doing and suffering.” It 
may seem strange that the Apostle appears to 
recognise no merit in patient endurance of 
afflictions brought on by our own faults. The 
truth seems to be that although this is a pecu- 
liarly difficult work, and as such characteristic 
of Christians, it is simply a duty; whereas 
when the Apostles ‘rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
name," when after cruel and illegal scourgiug 
«they sang praises unto God," Acts xvi. 25, 
they won the crown of righteousness. In 
both cases the power of grace is felt, in the 
latter it is manifested to all observers and 
wins “glory.” Cf. Isidor. Pel. ‘Ep.’ Lib. v. 
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21 For even hereunto were ye reviled not again; when he suffered, 

called: because Christ also suffered he threatened not; but "committed Met 

ca gm ! for us, leaving us an example, that himself to him that judgeth right- cause. 


you, 


ye should follow his steps : 

22 Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth : 

23 Who, when he was reviled, 


eously : 
24. Who his own self bare our 


sins in his own body !on the tree, ! O5 # 


that we, being dead to sins, should 





254, suffering wrongfully wins the meed of 
crowns, suffering for faults is the acquittal of 
debts.” Cf. Luke xxiii, 41. 

acceptable | ‘The same word which above, 
wv. 19, is rendered **thankworthy." The 
meaning appears to be that such conduct im- 
plies a state of grace in reference to God; 
scarcely, as some hold, an act meriting thanks 
from God. Cf. Luke ii. 52. 


21—25. ‘The Apostle passes on from the 
duty to the motive. Upon the lowliest Chris- 
tian he presses the highest principle; thus 
combining practical every-day work with the 
sublimest mystery of redemption. 


21. hereunto| Not to suffering only, 
though the kingdom of God must be entered 
* through much tribulation,” but to patience 
under suffering. 

because Christ also] Even He, your Master, 
whom ye profess to follow: but the peculiar 
force of the exhortation lies in the motive of 
gratitude. 

suffered for us| Rather, for you; so the 
oldest MSS. and early versions, both in this 
and in the next clause. St Peter has those 
whom he addresses present to his mind. He is 
urging upon maltreated servants the most diffi- 
cult of all duties. N.B. Reiche has strong 
arguments in favour of adopting zs as the 
true reading in this clause, and you in thenext. 

leaving us an example] Or, leaving you: 
both words, *leaving" and **example," are 
peculiarly emphatic. The word example 
means properly ‘‘a line or sketch traced by 
the teacher over which the scholar was to 
write a letter or draw a figure;” a model 
therefore not merely to be contemplated, 
but exactly copied, line for line, feature for 
feature. ‘The word is peculiar to St Peter, 
and is characteristic of his own close minute 
adherence to his Master’s teaching and imita- 
tion of his Master’s example. It is also no- 
ticeable as being adopted by early Christian 
writers, especially by Clement of Rome, a 
younger contemporary of the Apostle, fellow- 
worker with him and with St Paul. See his 
‘first Epistle to the Corinthians,’ v. 7, with Bp 
Lightfoot’s note; xvi. 17 and XXXIII. 8. 
Thus also Polycarp, ‘ad Phil.’ vir. 2, evi- 
dently alluding to this passage,“‘Let us there- 
fore imitate His patience—for He gave us this 
example (set us this pattern) in Himself.” 

follow] ‘The Greek word so rendered occurs 


but thrice elsewhere (1 Tim. v. 10, 24; Mark 
xvi. 20). It is emphatic and implies close 
and dihgent following. 


22. Who did no sin] St Peter, in speaking 
of His Master, ever reverts to the utterances of 
the “ Spirit of Christ," dwelling on the pro- 
phets, ** which declared beforehand the suffer- 
ings of Christ and the glory which should 
follow,” i. ix[ Here he adopts the words of 
Isaiah as completely describing His acts and 
feelings, with special application to servants. 
The servant is tempted to deceit—in His lips 
was no guile: the servant is provoked to 
insolent and passionate words—when He was 
reviled and suffered He neither reviled nor 
threatened: as the Lord committed His cause 
to the one righteous Judge, so the servant has 
to look up to Him as at once his Example and 
his Judge. It has been justly remarked that 
Isaiah in that passage speaks of Him specially 
as the Servant of the Lord. 


24. Who...bare our sins] The word ren- 
dered “ bare" has a singular fulness of signi- 
ficance: it is a sacrificial term, constantly used 
in the Septuagint for offering sacrifice; here 
it includes two meanings, our Lord took up 
our sins, and in His own body which He 
offered on the cross He expiated them. ‘This 
explanation is admitted and proved by De 
Wette, Huther, Grimm, and indeed all criti- 
cal commentators, (Grimm ‘Lex N. T.: 
tollere peccata in crucem, sc. ad ea patiendo, 
moriendoque expianda.) It must also be 
noted that when He took up our sins, He took 
them away, enabling us to be rid of them. 

on the tree| ‘The same word, rather a 
peculiar one, is used by St Peter in the Acts, 
Ch. v. 30; see Introduction to Acts, note, 
P. 340. 

that we, being dead] ‘The word rendered 
* dead," and that very probably as the best 
equivalent, means * having ceased to exist," 
or to be liable to sins, our old, or besetting 
sins. ‘The temptation may be terribly strong 
—had it not been so it would not have needed 
a dying Saviour, and had not that work been 
effectual He would not have undertaken it. 
To use the words of a living teacher, “A 
lifelong ministry of sacrifice, finished by the 
crucifixion, has bought for man freedom of 
conscience for the past, freedom of will for 
the future.” Thomson, * Bampton Lectures? 
for 1856. 


v. 25.] 


live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed. 

25 For ye were as sheep going 
astray ; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your 


souls, 


IMPETE RL 


CHAPTER III. 


1 He teacheth the duty of wives and husbands 
to each other, 8 exhorting all men to unity 
and love, 14 and to suffer persecution. 19 He 
declareth also the benefits of Christ toward 
the old world, 





should live unto righteousness | Cf. Rom. vi. 
II. 

by whose stripes] Lit. By whose bruise, 
properly, by whose wale, specially the livid 
mark left by scourging, for the severity of 
which in our Lord’s case, see note on Matt. 
Xxvil. 26. The application to servants whose 
scourging, however cruel, would fall short of 
that inflicted before crucifixion, is natural and 
obvious. 


25. as sheep going astray | Another image 
from Isai. lin. 6. Cf. Ps. cxix. at the end. 
It implies that wild and perilous courses 
might have been natural, as they were in fact 
all but universal, before converts were brought 
into the fold and placed under the guidance 
and care of the heavenly Shepherd. 

but are now returned] Or, “but ye turned 
back,” sc. at the time of your conversion ; St 
Peter refers to an act then accomplished, of 
which the effects must still continue. You 
then left all devious and perilous courses, you 
are under a sure and safe guide if you follow 
in His steps. Christ’s twofold office is here 
marked. He is our Shepherd because He feeds, 
guides and protects us; He is our Bishop be- 
cause He inspects, exercises vigilant control 
over us and over all subordinate shepherds 
and bishops to whom for a season He commits 
the charge over Christians. It is noteworthy 
that St Peter neither here nor in any part of 
the Epistle, nor in his speeches, makes any 
reference to his own special position in the 
Church (Matt. xvi. 18, 19), or to the special 
„office assigned to him by his Master, cf. John 
xxi. 17. As shepherd and bishop he has one 
work, to bring the people, whom he now 
addresses, to the One true Shepherd. 


Cuap. III. 
1—6. DUTIES OF CHRISTIAN WIVES. 


The Apostle proceeds in his enumera- 
tion of relative duties, not from servants to 
masters, as might here be expected, but to 
wives. ‘This is not to be accounted for by 
supposing that, in the district to which this 
Epistle was addressed, there were few free 
men.or heads of families among the converts 
to Christianity. ‘That argument would have 
applied equally to St Paul who, in his pastoral 
admonitions to communities in Asia Minor, 
makes special mention of masters, see Eph. vi. 








9; Col. iv. rı. It seems to be a natural result 
from the general plan of this Epistle: here St 
Peter's main object is to inculcate submission, 
resignation, and avoidance of conduct which 
might exasperate or alienate persons in au- 
thority or in a position of social superiority. 
Certainly in that age and country, especially 
in Asia Minor, no persons were in more need 
of advice, encouragement and exhortation than 
married women. ‘The Greeks, in accordance 
with the views of their highest philosophers— 
see the references in Wetstein in loc, and 
Aristotle ‘Pol.’ 1. $ 2—regarded a wife as 
holding an intermediate position between a 
free person and a slave; if not as a chattel, or 
mere property, yet as an absolute dependent, 
and at best, as a trusty instrument for the 
management of his household; as the mother 
but not the educator of his children, the agent 
but not the partaker of his counsels. Among 
barbarians generally, as Aristotle l.c. points 
out, the wife and the slave were in the same 
position. 

In addition to these general facts it must be 
observed that in the partially civilized districts 
in the north of Asia Minor the treatment of a 
wife was rough and unmanly ; her whole life was 
embittered by the intemperance and licentious- 
ness of her master. In northern Africa, 
where the general condition resembled that of 
Asia Minor pretty closely, and at a much 
later time, when Christianity had materially 
softened the old habits, St Augustine men- 
tions, as a singular proof of his mother's ad- 
mirable character, that her husband did not 
beat her. But when to all other causes of 
disorder there was added that of religious 
difference, when the husband felt that his wife 
scorned the observances which he usually left 
to her care, when the wife knew that her hus- 
band’s religion was destructive of his moral 
character, it is evident that without the most 
perfect sacrifice of self, without the most pru- 
dent, as well as most virtuous conduct on 
her part, the disruption of family ties would 
have ensued upon the introduction of the 
truth; the name of Christ would have been 
blasphemed, and a fierce persistent spirit of 
antagonism would have been aroused which, 
deriving its strength from natural feelings, 
would have imperilled the fabric of Chris- 
tianity. Hence the need of wise, precise, and 
earnest exhortations, such as are given most 
fully and forcibly in this passage. 
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IKEWISE, ye wives, be in sub- 
jection to your own husbands ; 
that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won 

by the conversation of the wives ; 
2 While they behold your chaste 


conversation coupled with fear. 


I: PEs I, 


[v. 1—4: 


Whose adorning let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel ; 

4 But let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek 








1.. Likewise] Emphatic, ‘in the same 
manner” as slaves are bound to submission 
so are, wives. ‘The Apostle uses the same 
word for due and orderly submission, and in 
the same form; lit. being in subjection: 
this denotes a voluntary act, or rather habit. 

that, if any obey not tbe word) Or, that 
even if some are disobedient to the 
word. ‘The expression implies that the Apo- 
stle expects that most husbands of believing 
wives would themselves be Christians, but 
that exceptions would be found, perhaps not 
uncommon. Women did, in point of fact, 
take the lead very. frequently in conversion ; 
and the antagonism which thus sprung up 
was the immediate cause of some of the earliest 
and fiercest persecutions. See Justin Mart. 
*Apol.' 1r. $2; Eus. “H. E. 1v. 17, $8 2—13. 

the word| Equivalent to the ‘ Gospel,” 
see above, i. 23, note; and ii. 8. 

without the word] For *'* without" the 
Greek has two expressions: one simply de- 
notes the absence of a truth; the other, which 
is here used, implies its rejection. ‘The state- 
ment therefore means not that the husbands 
had not heard of, but that they had rejected 
Christianity. ‘The exposition that the Apostle 
means ‘‘without any argument,” such as might 
be adduced by a Christian wife, is certainly 
incorrect, and the inference drawn from it by 
Renan, viz. that women ought not to discuss 
such questions with their unbelieving husbands, 
has no place here. Clement of Alexandria 
lays down the true principle and rule for con- 
duct. ‘Strom,’ IV. p. 523 € (p. 621, ed. Pott.) 
*€ A discreet woman would desire in the first 
place to persuade her husband to bea partaker 
with her of those things which conduce to 
blessedness, but should this be impossible let 
her strive only for virtue, obeying her hus- 
band in all things, so as never to do anything 
without his consent, save only those things 
which are held rightly to appertain both to 
virtue and to salvation.” ‘This injunction is 
admirably illustrated by the passage in Justin 

Martyr above referred to. 
` maybe won| ‘The same word used by St 
Paul, r Cor. ix. 19, 21, implies to gain as 
converts to Christ. Won expresses this, if 
understood in its literal and full sense. 

conversation | As above, ii. 12, the whole 
conduct, habits and demeanour; see too i. 15. 


2. While they behold] Asabove, ii. 12, the 
word means having observed as eye-witnesses, 





and having special opportunities for ascertain- 
ing—a metaphor from admission to sacred 
and mysterious rites. 

chaste conversation| St Peter repeats the 
word, adding two expressions which fix atten- 
tion on a special point, ** chaste” implies ex- 
treme purity of heart and conduct ; and fear, 
reverence for the rightful and inalienable au- 
thority of the husband, as defined by Clem. 
Alex. in the passage above quoted. The 
union of the two principles, equally difficult 
to observe in cohabitation with a heathen 
husband, characterizes the perfect Christian 
wife, 

3. Whose adorning let it not be] Or, 
whose adorning should be, not &c. 
This form of expression is a common Hebra- 
ism and implies, zo? a prohibition of outward 
adorning, but a declaration of its worthless- 
ness if opposed to, or separated from, inward 
graces. 

plaiting the hair Excessive care in wreath- 
ing the hair is constantly noted by contem- 
porary satirists; not merely as a symptom of 
vanity, but as a common occasion of cruelty 
to slaves. 

of gold] Rather, of gold ornaments, 
necklaces, &c., which are still in the East 
used to an extent beyond all proportion to a 
woman's means. 

of apparel] Costly raiment, such as is 
reckoned among household riches by sacred 
and profane writers. All these expressions 
justify the inference that many Christian con- 
verts belonged to the middle or even opulent 
classes, as was certainly the case at a very 
early period. 


4. the hidden man] This is not quite 
synonymous with the new or regenerate man, 
the soul renewed by Divine grace, but is here 
equivalent to the soul, the inner principle of 
life, as distinguished from the outward, ma- 
terial body. ‘Thus Athanasius, * De Incarn.’ p. 
626 B, ''our inner man is the soul,” and 
Clem. Alex. ‘Ped.’ 111. 1, says, ‘the inner 
man is the rational nature which rules the 
outer man;" a passage noteworthy as being 
full of reminiscences of this part of our 
Epistle, Here it must be observed that in the 
case of the women addressed by St Peter ‘‘ the 
inner man" had been renewed in conversion, 
so that the injunction specially applies to 
Christians, 

in that which is mot corruptible] Lit. “in 


v. 5—7.] . JOP ESSER Ti. 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price. 

5 For after this manner in the 
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6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 


calling him lord: whose ! daughters ! Gr. chit- 
Yen, 


old time the holy women also, who 
trusted in God, adorned themselves, 
being in subjection unto their own 


husbands : 


ye are, as long as ye do well, 
and are not afraid with any amaze- 
ment. à 
7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell 
with them according to knowledge, 





the incorruptibility;" the expression is pecu- 
liar and emphatic, contrasting the imperish- 
able beauty of a Christian. spirit with perish- 
able ornaments, cf, i. 7. 

a meek and quiet spirit] Or the meek and 
quiet spirit, viz. that spirit which in the sight 
of God is the true and truly precious jewel 
becoming and characterizing the Christian 
wife. ‘The use of the article in this passage 
led Athanasius (‘ad Serap.’ 1), and probably 
Glen nAn Ped. il. c; x6, "p,.29n..ed. 
Potter) to interpret ‘‘ of the gentlé and quiet 
Spirit,” as referring to the Holy Spirit; but 
St Peter is evidently speaking here not of the 
source, but of the manifestation of this charac- 
teristic grace. Both words, meek and quiet, 
seem to refer to the Christian Beatitudes in 
Matt. v. 

which is in the sight of God of great price] 
St Peter is careful to notice that the Christian 
temper which wins the affection of the crea- 
ture has the infinitely higher reward of God’s 
approval. 


5. after this manner] ‘That is, such were 
the ornaments worn by matrons of old. To 
precept the Apostle, as usual, adds example. 

who trusted in God| Rather, who hoped 
in God, whose hope was Godwards. ‘That 
hope in all times enabled truly religious wo- 
men to bear with humility and patience the 
yoke made cruel and grievous by human 
laws, or more especially by undisciplined and 
tyrannical passions. Hope is often noted as 
the characteristic grace of our Apostie; here 
we have its special bearing on resignation 
under a peculiarly heavy trial noted. The 
condition of the Christian wife has undergone 
a change, scarcely less complete than that of 
the Christian domestic, in each case from 
slavery, yet leaving the duty of subordination 
intact, and the Apostolic injunctions univer- 
sally applicable, 


6. calling him lord] A term that denotes 
supremacy, such as was enforced by the sen- 
tence of God; Gen. iii. 16 and xviii. 12, the 
passage to which St Peter evidently refers. 

whose daughters ye are] Rather, ** whose 
daughters ye became.” This undoubtedly 
implies that the majority of those whom St 
Peter addresses were Gentile converts, not 
Hebrews by birth. ‘The argument stands thus, 
just as you became children of Abraham, being 
regenerate on the condition of faith, so ye 
became daughters of Sarah on the condition 





of following her example. It must be borne . 
in mind that St Paul (Gal. iv. 22—31) had 
taught converts in Asia Minor that Sarah was 
a type of the true Church, which is free. ‘The 
conditions are twofold,—activity in all good 
work; and superiority to vague, groundless 
terrors. 

, amazement] 'The expression, which is some- 
what peculiar, rightly understood, gives the 
true sense of the original, which is usually 
translated ‘‘terror,” It means properly ner- 
vous terror, such as produces or indicates 
bewilderment. It occurs often in the LXX., 
corresponding to Hebrew words signifying 
terror, shuddering. The fear of the Christian 
wife must be carefully distinguished from ner- 
vous terror, the one leads to faithful discharge 
of duty, the other to misapprehension of what 
is really her duty, or to inability to dis- 
charge it. 


DUTIES OF HUSBANDS. 


This short address to husbands seems to be 
introduced, as it were, parenthetically, the 
general purport of this part of the Epistle 
being the inculcation of submission upon | 
those Christians who: were in a position of 
dependence or subordination. It is evidently 
so introduced in order to guard against any 
abuse of the preceding advice to wives: and 
to enforce the truth that the relation of the 
husband to the wife is not merely, or even 
essentially, one of authority but of mutual 
affection to be regulated by Christian prin- 
ciple. Hence the Apostle does not dwell upon 
the obvious duties of protecting and support- 
ing the wife, but upon those higher duties 
which devolve upon the husband spiritually in 
Christ. Compare the singularly profound and 
beautiful exhortations of St Paul, Eph. v. 
25 ——33* 

7. Likewise] I.e. with the same regard to 
Christian principle; or, as some explain the 
word, in the same spirit of obedience to the 
law of Christ. Possibly the word may simply 
mean, As I have exhorted wives, so now I 
exhort husbands. 

dwell with them according to knowledge | 
The true construction of this clause seems to 
be—‘Living together, according to knowledge, 
with the woman as the weaker vessel,”—in 
which statement are involved certain special 
principles: “ according to knowledge” might 
be taken generally as an injunction to rational 


giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs 
together of the grace of life; that 
your prayers be not hindered. 


Li PRE Ra Tit 


[v. 8. 


8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, 


having compassion one of another, 


love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour- !Or,%vi 
to the 
brethren 


teous : 





— 


intercourse, but in this passage, which deals 
with Christians, as such, ‘‘ knowledge" must 
be that which is a necessary result and re- 
ward of faith (“intellectus est merces fidei," 
Augustine), and leads to clear views of all the 
bearings of relative duties. It points specially 
to the duty of forbearance and kindliness to 
the wife as weaker in body, or more generally 
in physical and mental constitution, (The 
word ‘‘vessel” corresponds very nearly to the 
old Rabbinical word yetser, for which two 


other words mana WAND, and želi 5, signi- 
fying vessel, are also used.) Upon the obvious 
disparity of natural powers heathenism founded 
the law of despotic power universally claimed 
for the husband; while Christianity derives 
from it a peculiar obligation to love and 
cherish, 
. giving honour, &c.] Here too the words 
are properly taken in a different connection 
from that adopted in our A. V. Rendering 
honour as due to those who are also 
fellow-heirs of the grace of life. The 
word (drzovépovres) rendering, which does not 
occur elsewhere in the New Testament, and but 
once in the LXX., in a different sense, has a 
special significance. It is common in classical 
writers, always in reference to what is due 
from oneto the other party : so that the render- 
ing of onour is not a mere act of favour, but 
the recognition of a due. The principle is 
recognised by some Rabbinical writers, quoted 
by Wetstein; but in its full development is 
essentially Christian, founded here upon the 
perfect equality of coheirs of the kingdom of 
heaven, or, as here described, ‘‘the grace of 
life,” the spiritual and eternal life bestowed by 
grace. N.B. Weadopt the punctuation of most 
commentators, as more logical and satisfactory 
than that of our Version. ‘The reading ovy- 
kAnpovóuo:s, Which rests mainly on the au- 
thority of B, is accepted by Tischendorf, and 
Brückner. The received text is not unsatis- 
factory, since it implies that husbands feeling 
that they are fellow-heirs with their wives are 
bound to render them the honour due to them 
in that high relationship; but the other read- 
ing is more natural, and is held by Reiche to 
be far preferable. 

that your prayers be not bindered] As they 
would be were the true relations disturbed by 
the husband's unchristian demeanour, or dis- 
regard of his wife's claim to due reverence, 
‘Two hearts at variance with each other will 
not offer the common incense of prayer, nor 
can husband or wife bring singly and sepa- 
rately an acceptable offering, while labouring 
under the sense of unrepented or unforgiven 


wrong. ‘This principle then applies to all 
the intercourse between husband and wife; 
including, but not confined to, the ebullitions 
of unseemly passions, regarded by some ancient 
and modern commentators as the point chiefly 
intimated—thus the Scholiast, **for disturb- 
ance in a house is a hindrance to all religious 
works ;” and Ignatius, ‘ad Phil.’ § 8, ** where 
there is division and wrath God dwelleth not” 
—nor on the other hand specially, if at all, 
referring to mutual abstinence during certain 
periods for devotional purposes, a view com- 
mended by CEcumenius, Jerome, ‘c. Jovinian.’ 
I., and Estius, and to a certain degree counte- 
nanced by the expression, ‘according to 
knowledge,” but having no real support in 
this or any other passage in the New Testa- 
ment. ‘The feelings of the early Fathers on 
this point are, perhaps, best expressed by 
Clem. Alex. ‘Strom.’ II. p. 423 C. N.B. The 
MSS. vary between èk- and éykómreoa,, the 
latter, which is represented by our A.V., is 
preferred by most commentators, but Schoett- 
gen shews that the former corresponds more 
closely to the Hebrew idiom. 


8—11. GENERAL EXHORTATIONS. 


The Apostle passes from special injunctions 
to the great Christian principles which under- 
lie and regulate all relative duties. 


8. Finally | The word is emphatic ; as the 
final end and true object of all injunctions 
attend to these principles. 

all of one mind, &c.] St Peter sets forth 
those principles in five words, which lose 
somewhat of their force in our rendering—the 
first fundamental principle is unity of thought 
and feeling. For this the Apostle has a word 
new in its application to Christians (d. A. in 
New Testament, and not found in the LXX.) 
but common in classical writers; here deriv- 
ing its full significance from the new mind 
derived from Christ. 

having compassion one of another] Rather, 
as expressed in a single word sympathizing, 
involving interchange of fellow-feelin g whether 
in joy or sorrow; so St Paul, Rom. xii. x 53 
“ Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep.” The word (cupmabeis) 
is peculiar to St Peter. 

love as brethren] Again in one word, 
** brother-lovers," i.e. lovers of brethren, that 
special feeling of brotherly love which unites 
all children of God in Christ. ‘This word 
too is used by St Peter only, condensing in 
one pregnant expression a whole series of 
Christian admonitions. 

pitiful] Lit. “good-hearted,” having viscera 


Psal. 34. 
&c. t 


V. 9—11.] 


9 Not rendering evil for evil, or 
railing for railing: but contrariwise 
blessing ; knowing that ye are there- 
unto called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing. 


10 For “he that will love life, and 
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see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile : 

II Let him eschew evil, and do 
good ; let him seek peace, and en- 
sue it. 











or heart thoroughly right, full of mercy and 
love. St Paul uses this word once, Eph. iv. 
32. It occurs once in Hippocrates, in the 
technical sense, ‘with strong healthy viscera.” 
The noun from which it is derived is very 
common in the New Testament, and (as has 
been frequently noted) means not ‘the 
bowels,” as our A.V. unhappily renders it, 
but the nobler intestines, the ‘heart, liver, 
lungs, &c., the seat of strong emotions. It is 
also used by the Greeks, but specially as the 
organ of angry vehement passions, among the 
Hebrews of tenderness and specially of pity. 

be courteous] 'Fhis expresses very nearly 
the common reading, and yields a true and 
very attractive meaning, which we should 
gladly retain, were it not that all the best MSS. 
and critical editions have another word, 
humble-minded—the point which St Peter, 
having his Master’s teaching ever in mind, is 
specially anxious to impress upon all Chris- 
tians, here in connection with the whole 
tenour of the Epistle. 


9. Not rendering, &c.] St Peter now 
applies the principles of Christian life to inter- 
course with those without; having more im- 
mediately in mind the temptations to which 
believers were exposed in contact with the 
heatben, at a time when persecution was near 
at hand and already making its approaches felt 
by evil acts and evil words. 

evil for evil] Cf. Rom. xii. 17. 

but contrariwise blessing| Blessing is here 
a participle; but do the very reverse, ** bless 
them that curse you," Matt. v. 44; a word 
which St Peter of all the apostles was specially 
careful to bear in mind. 

knowing that] Or (omitting the word 
** knowing," as not extant in any of the oldest 
MSS., and not required by the sense), for ye 
were called unto this, viz.to bless others in 
order that ye may yourselves inherit blessings ; 
or ye were called unto this, that is, to a state 
of blessing in order that ye may bless others. 
The argument is cogent in either case; and 
commentators are divided as to which is pre- 
ferable, In favour of the second it may be 
argued that it is rather in accordance with the 
principles of the Gospel to deduce duties from 
privileges, the duty of blessing others from the 
privilege of inheriting blessings ourselves, than 
to inculcate duties as the means of obtaining 
privileges; and this comes nearer to the argu- 
ment in Eph. iv. x £., where we find the same 
kind of Christian duties based upon the call- 
ing of Christians. Still the former construc- 


tion is more obvious, and in addressing 
persons in various stages of spiritual life, the 
Apostle may have dwelt upon what all would 
feel as a powerful inducement. ‘This too seems 
more probable when we compare the exhorta- 
tion and promise with Matt. v. 44, 45, which 
was evidently present to the mind of St Peter, 
and consider the close connection of this ex- 
hortation with the following passage quoted 
from the xxxivth Psalm. 


10—12. ‘THIS CITATION ENFORCES THE 
DISCHARGE OF ALL CHRISTIAN DUTIES BY 
REFERENCE TO THE ALL-SEEING JUDGE, 
and that not merely to the future judgment, 
but to His abiding presence and constant 
dealings with the evil and the good. 


10. Ae that will love life] ‘There is a 
singular deviation from the Septuagint (which 
throughout the rest of the quotation is fol- 
lowed closely by St Peter) in these words; 
and the rendering of the A postle presents some 
difficulty. The LXX. have, ** he that desireth 
life and loveth to see good days,” slightly dif- 
fering from the Hebrew, ‘‘and loveth days that 
he may see good.” St Peter’s rendering gives 
the sense ‘‘he whose will is set on loving true 
life and having good, z.e. happy and well-spent 
days.” A slight change of order would bring 
this passage into exact agreement with the 
LXX.; but the MSS. and some of the earliest 
versions agree with the received text, and 
leave no room for doubt as to its genuineness. 
We have four conditions for a happy and 
good life; the first is that on which special 
stress is laid by St James, the tongue must 
be restrained not merely from evil-speaking, 
but from all deceit and falsehood. ‘The sup- 
pression of angry feelings stands foremost 
both in connection with the preceding clauses, 
and as presenting peculiar difficulty at that 
time and under the circumstances of the 
Christian converts. 


ll. Let him eschew] Lit. “turn away 
from ” evil; the old word eschew is singularly 
expressive, implying anxious shrinking, the 
Anglo-Saxon sceob, our “shy,” and the 
German scheu. ‘Thus the Psalmist passes on 
from the outward expression of bad feelings 
to the principles regulating the Christian life, 
renunciation of evil, active goodness, earnest- 
ness in the maintenance of peace; in other 
words, repentance as the beginning, and charity, 
exemplified in act and feeling, as the com- 
pletion of the life which has its root in faith. 

seck...and ensue) Both words are emphatic ; 


:202 


I2 For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers: but the face 


+Gr.ugox. of the Lord is tagainst them that 


do evil. 

13 And who zs he that will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that which 
1s good ? 





the last implies earnest pursuit. The English 
form ‘‘ensue” does not occur elsewhere in 
our A.V., but the original is used nine times 
in the Pauline Epistles in the same meta- 
phorical sense. This accords with classical 
usage. 


19. In connection with outward acts the 
Psalmist has promises of temporal blessings, 
but in reference to the great Christian prin- 
ciple of charity he appeals to the highest 
spiritual motive. ‘The eyes of the Lord are 
fixed on the righteous—He hears their prayers. 

that do evil| St Peter omits the words 
that follow in the Psalm, ‘to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth,” evi- 
dently because he would fix attention exclu- 
sively upon the spiritual and eternal conse- 
quences of evil-doing. 


13. will barm you] The word is em- 
phatic, do you any real evil. Cf. Isai, 1. 9, 
where, as in many other passages, the same 
word is used in the Septuagint, It stands in 
direct antithesis to ** good." 

that which is good] Lit. ‘the good,” which 
might mean, as our translators take it, “that 
which is good," but more probably points to 
Him who is good. ‘The choice depends to 
some extent upon the other word, rendered 
** be ye followers,” The reading followed by 
our translators and found in most of the 
oldest MSS. means zealous in the pursuit, or 
zealous for, an expression equally applicable 
to zeal for goodness or for God; cf. Acts 
xxii. 3. Another reading, which has good 
support, sc. ** imitators," would almost neces- 
sitate the rendering, “of Him who is good.” 
Cf. Matt. v. 45, 48. 


14. But and if ye suffer] “But” is em- 
phatic; if however it should happen that. ye 
should suffer, z.e. notwithstanding the general 
promise of exemption from harm, it may 
happen, and you must expect that it will 
happen, that you will be called upon to suffer. 
. The extent to which St Peter intends this as a 
warning, not merely of possible, but of pro- 
bable, and nearly impending sufferings, depends 
upon the general or special bearing of the 
Epistle. 'laken, as seems by far the most 
probable view, as specially intended to pre- 
pare Christians for what the Apostle distinctly 
foresaw, we must understand this phrase as 
explained above; ‘but remember that al- 
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[v. 12—15. 


14 But and if ye suffer for right- 


eousness’ sake, happy are ye: and ^be ? Isai. & 


12, 13. 


not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled ; 

15 But sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts: and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope 


though none can really harm you, yet should 
you be, as you soon must be, called on to 
suffer," &c. 

Jor righteousness’ sake| Either for the pro- 
fession of the Christian faith, or for the con- 
duct which becomes that profession. It must 
be remembered that the faith and the life of 
Christians were equally odious to heathens. 
Some of the fiercest and the earliest perse- 
cutions were brought on directly by hatred 
of their purity of life. See Justin Martyr, 
SAD. I, 

1 are ye] ‘That lesson St Peter had 
learned from his Master, Matt. v. 10, and had 
learned it thoroughly; see Acts v. 4x. Chris- 
tians too took it thoroughly to heart. * Ep. 
ad Diogn. c. 5, * Doing good they are 
punished as evil, being punished they rejoice 
as made to live; Tertul. ‘ad Scap.’ 1, **magis 
damnati, quam absoluti gaudemus." 

be not afraid of their terror] This is com- 
monly explained as the terror which their 
menaces might excite; but considering the 
undoubted reference to Isai. viii. 12, 13, it 
seems probable that St Peter means such 
terror as dismays those who do not fear God 
supremely. 

15. But sanctify the Lord God] On the 
oldest and best reading, the Lord the Christ, 
instead of God, see the Additional Note. Here 
we have to press the truth that a man who 
sets up God in his heart as the only true 
object of reverence and fear, is exempt from 
all other fear. 

and be ready | Omit “and be," which 
obscures the close connection with the preced- 
ing injunction. The first effect of the abiding 
sense of Christ present as the object of holy 
fear in your heaft will be a constant readiness 
to meet inquirers. 

to give an answer | Lit. “for an apology ;? 
a word peculia in the New 'Testament to 
St Paul and our Apostle. See “Introd. to 
Acts, p. 342, n. 2. It means a complete and 
satisfactory account, and, consequently, de- 
fence, of the principle questioned or assailed. 
It is the word afterwards formally adopted by 
those who undertook to set forth the prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith in answer to 
heathen opponents—the age immediately fol- 
lowing the Apostolic. has been designated as 
the Apologetic age. "The modern usage unfor- 
tunately obscures the meaning of the word, 


ir, 
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Y, 16, 17. | 


that is in you with meekness and 
! fear : 

16 Having a good conscience ; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
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evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ. 

17 For it is better, if the will of 


e p HEREIN EN 


which is fairly expressed by our A.V. to give 
an answer, 

_to every man that asketh you a reason] The 
words “reason” and **answer" in our ver- 
sion correspond to each other more closely 
in the Greek. To any man who asks for 
an account, a rational principle, of the hope 
which is in you, you must be ready to 
give a satisfactory and rational account. ‘To 
so much he is entitled for his own sake, 
so much you are bound to give upon de- 
mand, for the sake of the truth on which 
your hope is based. ‘The answer must be 
ready when the question is put by an in- 
quirer, as seems here to be specialy im- 
plied. It may be doubted whether it applies 
to questions merely captious or put in order 
to elicit grounds for persecution. Such ques- 
tions are commonly and best met, as they 
were in our Lord's case, by dignified and 
reverent silence. It must however be re- 
membered that it was a charge often brought 
by heathens that Christians were not able to 
adduce any rational arguments in proof of 
the truth and doctrine which they professed 
(undev &xew pâs Aéyew eis aroðeréw adnOelas 
THs kaÜ' nas k.r.A., Theophil. Ant. ‘ad Aut.’ 
IH. 4, p. 383, ed. Bened. ‘Thus too Julian, 
Porphyry, and some of the earliest heretics, 
as Sim. M., cf. ‘Recog. Clem.’ 2, and the 
note of Lacerda on ‘Tertullian, ‘De Res. 
Carnis, c. v.). This charge was sufficiently 
refuted by the great writers of the second and 
third centuries. The precept however must 
be cautiously applied. It goes very far, for it 
applies to all fair questions; it does not by 
any means imply that the Christian should 
be willing or able to deal with sophistical 
arguments, but it does imply that as he does 
not hope without a reason, that reason he 
must be ready to produce. It may be personal 
experience of the power of Christ, of the 
suitableness of His Gospel to man’s needs and 
infirmities, and as a remedy for sin; but 
whatever reason is alleged it must be a true 
and sound, and so far a sufficient reason. 

with meekness and fear] Here our A.V., 
following the received text, unfortunately omits 
the emphatic word but; of two Greek words 
so rendered the more forcible is found here 
in all the best MSS. and ancient versions. 
St Peter presses this condition most urgently ; 
of all dangers that of angry, arrogant and 
irreverent demeanour on the part of men 
closely, and often captiously, questioned, is 
the most common and subtle, Sweetness 
coupled with awe, remembering whose cause 
is defended, will commend true reasoning, and 


they will be in themselves evidences calculated 
to impress and often to win opponents, ‘The 
word ‘fear’? may also include anxiety to 
avoid giving offence by inconsiderate or intem- 
perate arguments, but it certainly does not 
mean fear of magistrates. The Christian is 
bound to submit to law, but is released from 
all fear of personal consequences when put on 
his trial. Reverence is due to all lawful au- 
thority ; cf, v. 2. 


16. Having a good conscience] This clause 
is directly connected with the preceding in- 
junction—a good conscience is the only 
security for an effectual defence of the truth. 
The word rendered “ conscience” occurs very 
frequently in the Pauline Epistles, once in the 
Acts xxiii. 1, where St Paul is speaking (see 
Introd. to Acts, p. 342, note 2), and uses the 
word precisely in the same form, a good con- 
science, and in reference to unjust accusations. 
'This is one among many instances of exact 
conformity of thought, feeling, and even ex- 
pression between the two Apostles. 

whereas] Or wherein, i.e. in reference 
to the point on which you are attacked; see 
note on ii. 12. 

they speak evil of you] Or, according to the 
reading generally adopted, ** may speak against 
you.” St Peter refers not to a certain, but a 
probable form of accusation. ‘The Christian 
may be, as was indeed often the case, arraigned 
not for his faith, but for his conduct mis- 
understood or wilfully misrepresented. The 
reading however is doubtful. ‘Tischendorf 
follows B, which has ‘‘ ye are spoken against.” 
It is of course possible that the common read- 
ing may be derived from the corresponding 
passage, ch. ii. 12. 

they speak evil] Or, in one word, “ calum- 
niate,” or revile. St Peter has in mind our 
Lord's words, Matt. v. 11. 

they may be ashamed] Or, “put to shame;” 
convicted of falsehood. 

good conversation| Note the repeated use of 
the words good and ‘ conversation” in the 
specific sense of conduct. 

in Christ] In this expression the name 
* Christ" is always used by the Apostles. 
It denotes the divine nature in which the 
Christian, as such, moves and lives, and has 
his true being. 


17. if the will of God be so] See note on 
i. 6, and ii. 20. Here the phrase is somewhat 
different, ‘‘should the will of God so will it ; ” 
thus bringing out two points prominently ; 
whatever may be done will be in accordance 
with God’s will (cf, Matt. xxvi. 39, and the 
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God be so, that ye suffer for well 
doing, than for evil doing. 

18 For Christ also hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God, being 
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[v. 18, 19. 


put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit : 

19 By which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in 
prison ; 





parallel passages, specially St Luke xxii. 42), 
and must therefore be for the good of those 
who suffer. For the general sentiment com- 
pare the noble words of Socrates in the 
* Pheedo.’ 


18 to end of chapter. THE PRECEDING 
EXHORTATIONS ARE NOW ENFORCED BY 
REFERENCE TO THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


18. For Christ] Here, as usual, in ad- 
dressing Gentile converts, St Peter uses 
* Christ” as a proper name. In passages 
intended for Hebrews the writers of the New 
‘Testament generally use the other form, the 
Christ; z.e. the Messiah. 

hath once suffered | Rather, suffered 
once for all St Peter refers to the one act 
by which pardon for sin was procured. ‘The 
points of likeness and contrast are equally 
striking. Christ suffered not for His sins, but 
for sins in general; so must the Christian 
suffer, not for evil-doing, but remembering 
that he has been saved from sins. Some MSS. 
here add, **for you” or **for us,” either of 
which readings expresses an apt thought, but 
was probably supplied as a gloss. Again 
instead of ‘‘suffered” some old MSS. have 
* died " (dmréBavev instead of éra6ev), a reading 
which obscures the very distinct reference to 
the sufferings of Christ's people. 

the just for the unjust| ‘The omission of 
the article in Greek brings out the contrast 
more forcibly; but it is required by English 
idiom. We should observe that the Christian, 
like his Master, must be just, but that, unlike 
his Master, he suffers not for others, but to 
discharge his own duty. Compare St Paul’s 
elaborate statement of this great doctrine, 
Rom. v. 6—8. 

that be might bring us to God] St Peter 
then states, as usual, concisely but distinctly 
the great end and effect of the atoning death 
of Christ; it gives man access to God, i.e. 
restores him to communion with God; cf. 
Rom. v. 1, 2; and, still nearer in expression, 
Eph. ii. 18, and iii. r2. Hence follow the 
duty and the power of following the ex- 
ample of Him who procured such access. 
The word “bring” is not that which is used 
in speaking of a sacrificial offering, a thought 
which might naturally occur, as it did to 
Luther. The Christian is here regarded not 
as a victim, but as an offender on whose 
behalf the Victim has suffered, and who there- 
by finds the way open to his Father. 

being put to deatb...tbe Spirit] The exact 
rendering of this very important text has given 


occasion to much controversy, see Additional 
Note. The meaning however may be regarded 
as fully established. We have two statements: 
(1) Christ underwent death in the body, lit. in 
flesh (not the flesh), z.e. the material and 
visible form which He assumed in the Incarna- 
tion; cf. Rom. i. 2, where his bodily descent 
from David is mentioned, and note on 1 Cor. 
vii. 28. (2) He was quickened in the spirit, 
lit. *in spirit," which certainly refers not to 
the power by which He was quickened, but 
to the higher spiritual nature which belonged 
to the integrity of His humanity, and which 
was the medium through which the lifegiving 
energy from God was communicated to that 
humanity. ‘The best rendering would there- 
fore seem to be, ** who died in flesh and was 
quickened in spirit,” were it not that the 
English idiom requires the before flesh. 

The connection of this statement with the 
preceding exhortation appears to be this. 
Every Christian like his Master is called upon 
to die; his material body must undergo that 
process; but the spiritual principle within 
him, by virtue of which he is regenerate in 
Christ, receives a new, indestructible life at; 
the very moment of dissolution. Our Lord's 
Spirit, thus endued with life, at once mani- 
fested its lifegiving power; so it may be 
inferred, will each Christian spirit in and by 
its suffering win converts. 

19. By which also] See Additional Note. 
The points which stand out distinctly in this 
difficult and much controverted text are these. 
i. * By which” must be rendered in which, 
ie. in which spirit, disembodied and quick- 
ened with the new undying life. 2. He went and 
preached; the word rendered ‘‘ went” is al- 
ways used in reference to a personal act, and 
specially in connection with preached ; thus in 
Mark xvi. 15, Go ye and preach; both words 
the same as are here used. We must there- 
fore understand St Peter to say that after 
death our Lord in His own human spirit 
went forth and preached, i.e. proclaimed cer- 
tain tidings. 3. ‘To the spirits in prison,” 
or in custody ; ze. to certain spirits, specified 
afterwards, who when He thus came and 
preached to them were, not in bonds or penal 
durance (which would be év Secparnpia) as 
condemned criminals, but in custody, as pri- 
soners awaiting their doom. 

'The reason why St Peter specially refers 
to the deluge was evidently because that 
catastrophe was a prelude and type of the 
general judgment, to which the Apostle would 
here direct the attention of his readers. 


v. 20—22.] 


20 Which sometime were disobe- 


dient, when once the longsuffering 


of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, where- 
in few, that is, eight souls were saved 
by water. 

21 The like figure whereunto even 
baptism doth also now save us (not 


20. Which sometime were disobedient] Le. 
who at a former time had disobeyed, sc. the 
announcement or command then given to them. 

when once) Rather (omitting ‘‘ once,” 
which represents a word not found in any 
good MS.), when, specifying the time of that 
disobedience. 

the longsuffering of God waited| Or, was 
waiting. The word, which St Paul uses 
frequently, implies attentive and patient wait- 
ing, or expectation. The exact interval is 
further specified; it lasted while Noah was 
building the ark, a period of many years. 

while the ark| Lit. while an ark was 
being prepared. 

wherein few] ‘This marks the extent of 
the old disobedience. None obeyed the call 
of Noah, all perished save the few, his own 
family, who entered the ark. They were saved 
by the water which destroyed the others. So 
that the persons to whom Christ went and 
preached were those who had neglected or 
rejected warnings in life uttered by a human 
prophet. ‘They had perished in the water 
which bore those who entered the ark in perfect 
safety. Cf. Clem. Rom. *1 Cor.’ VII. and 1x. 


21. The like figure whereunto| ‘This ren- 
dering expresses the general sense, but does 
not accurately represent the statement in the 
Greek. It may be rendered ‘which also 
saves you now as baptism being antitypical.” 
That is, * water which saved those who lis- 
tened to the preaching of Noah now in bap- 
tism, which is the antitype of that water, is 
the means or instrument of your salvation.” 
The same water, which drowned those who 
disobeyed Noah, saved those who entered into 
the ark; so also baptismal water, which 
potentially drowns and destroys the old man, 
or our sinful nature, saves all who are brought 
into, and remain in, the true ark with Christ. 

N.B. ‘The reading à instead of à T. R. is 
unquestionably correct. 

not the putting away| Rather, “not a 
putting away.” ‘This passage is parenthetical, 
inserted to guard against a possible misunder- 
standing,or rather, a probable misrepresentation 
of the nature and effect of baptism. Baptism 
saves us, not as an external operation, sc. 
the putting away uncleanness of the body; 
(for that though a sacramental symbol is dis- 
tinguishable in idea, and separable also in fact 
from the spiritual efficacy of the mystery, 


I. PETER. III. 


the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science toward God,) by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ : 

22 Who is gone into heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God ; angels 
and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto him. 


which requires certain conditions) but as an 
inward process attested by the appeal which 
the conscience, being purified, makes to God. 
See Additional Note on the whole of this 
passage. 

St Peter may of course refer, as Chrysos- 
tom (Tom. 11. p. 228 c), Justin M. ‘c. Tryph.’ 
p. xi4 D, and other expositors hold, to the 
inefficacy of the old ceremonial ablutions; but 
his meaning is clear when confined to Christian 
baptism. It is effectual spiritually; the virtus 
sacramenti is one thing, the res, z.e. the out- 
ward form, is another; both are necessary, 
but the one is common to all partakers of the 
rite; the other is confined to those who fulfil 
the conditions. 

but tbe answer] Or, lit. “the question” 
in the sense of a prayerful questioning, a peti- 
tion or supplication. The antithesis stands 
thus. Contrasted with ‘the flesh," or omit- 
ting the article, flesh" is **conscience," the 
inner man contrasted with the outer man. 
'The (aróbesis prov), the putting off all bo- 
dily defilement is the act of the outer man, the 
questioning in prayer is the act of the inner 
man. ‘The word dzóÓeoiws is peculiar to St 
Peter, cf. 2 Pet. i. 14. N.B. Both capkós 
and cuvetdnoews are the subjective, not the 
objective genitive. 

by tbe resurrection of Jesus Christ] ‘The 
resurrection of Christ is thus stated to be the 
cause why baptism saves us. He was thereby 
declared to be the Son of God with power, 
Rom. i. 4, and as St Paul again says Rom. iv. 
25, * He rose again for our justification.” 
Thus in the first ch. St Peter has said that we 
are regenerated by His resurrection. Both 
Apostles therefore attribute our regeneration, 
justification and salvation in a special sense to 
the Resurrection. Baptism is the instrumental 
cause, Christ’s death the meritorious cause, 
His Resurrection, brought to bear upon the 
heart by His Spirit, is the efficacious cause; of 
which the movement of the conscience in 
prayer to the Father, calling Him Abba, 
Father, is the attestation, as Gécumenius puts 
it, “ the pledge, assurance, and manifestation.” 


22. Whois gone into heaven] 'Thesame word 
which is used above, v. x9, to denote a per- 
sonal movement; as He went to Hades, as 
His Apostles went into the world, so in His 
human form He went up into heaven. 


and is on the right band of God) In St 
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Peter's discourses and in the Petrine Gospel 
the Ascension is presented as the culminating 
point, the end and completion of Christ's work. 
See note on Mark i. 1. 

angels and authorities and powers] As He 
declared before His ascension, Matt. xxviii. 18, 
** All power is given unto Me in heaven and 
earth," so here all the powers of heaven are 
said to have been made subject unto Him; as 
the word (Vmorayévrov) denotes, before His 
Ascension, z.e. at His Resurrection. It may be 
questioned whether in this passage reference 
is made to ‘‘the powers and principalities of 
darkness, as well as of light," but considering 
the near resemblance of this passage to Ephes., 
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cf. i. 20—22 ; and corresponding statements 
in other Pauline Epistles, it seems not impro- 
bable. It is no slight consolation to know 
that not only all good spirits are wholly sub- 
servient to Christ, ministering therefore to 
those who are heirs of salvation, but that 
Satan and his powers are absolutely subject to 
Him, acting only by His permission, and even 
when inflicting punishment, doing it for the 
benefit of the church. Cf. x Cor. v. 5; 2 
Cor. xii. 7; and x Tim.i. 20. See also Rev. 
XX 2. 

Attention should be specially given to the 
completeness of St Peter’s Christology in this 
remarkable passage. See Introduction, § 5. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. 111. 15, 18, 19, 21. 


15. Instead of 6eóv the oldest and best 
MSS., N, A, B, C, have Xpisróv. So too all 
the best ancient versions. It seems presump- 
tuous to reject a reading so authenticated, and 
it may be added, so unlikely to have been 
introduced in what must have been regarded 
as a quotation. It is a text of great import- 
ance, since it leaves no doubt as to the identi- 
fication of the Christ, the Son of God, with 
the Lord Jehovah, manifested in the Second 
Person in the Trinity. It has been objected 
that Kúpıos without the article is not used of 
our Lord in the New Testament, an obser- 
vation which, if true, would be scarcely ap- 
plicable to a quotation. The LXX. however 
have Kóptov 06 avrov for ‘ Jehovah of Sa- 
baoth," so that in any case St Peter alters their 
rendering, and in addressing Christians he urges 
the special claim which the Christ, whose name 
they profess, has to their devout and fear- 
excluding reverence. St Peter uses X prorós 
twice with the article, though more commonly, 
as is usual in addressing Gentiles, without the 
article. Here it is emphatic, Képiov, Jehovah, 
* the Christ.” On the whole the oldest and 
best supported reading should certainly be 
retained. 


18. The only various reading, r mvev- 
part, Which is unfortunately that of the 
received text, followed by our A.V., has no 
support in the Uncial MSS. It imports an 
alien thought into the statement. St Peter 
does not say that Christ was quickened by 
the Spirit, which is implied in that reading, 
and by the capital letter in our A.V.; but 
that as He died in body, so He was quick- 
ened, endued with new life, in spirit, z.e. as 
explained above, in His spiritual nature, the 
true inner man, which after God is renewed 
unto true holiness. Both sapr and mvevpare 
must be constructed as the casus modalis, 
indicating the mode and principle in which 
the several processes of life and death are 
accomplished. ‘The mveðua in speaking of 
Christ is called by St Paul zveüpa dy:wodyns, 
not ro m., and as here is directly connected 


with restoration to life after or in death. See 
Additional Note on Rom. i. 4. 


19. Most of the questions raised by theo- 
logians and commentators are disposed of by 
adherence to the literal meaning of each clause, 
as given in the footnote, Our A. V. leaves 
the whole construction obscure and ambigu- 
ous; but while differing materially in the 
inferences drawn from the statement, com- 
mentators are now all but unanimous as to its 
literal import. 

'Ev à was formerly explained away, either as 
meaning in which, or by the agency of which 
Holy Spirit, taken personally according to the 
old reading rà IIvevpar: ; but it certainly means 
“in which.” ** He went" undoubtedly implies 
a personal advent or going forth, as shewn 
specially by the passage above quoted from 
Mark xvi. 15, and by John xiv. 3. "Ev $v- 
Aak certainly means ‘in custody," as in 
Rev. xx, 7: not necessarily as a place of 
suffering, but as a place where, according to 
their several demerits, evil angels (see 2 Pet. 
ii. 4; Jude 6) or sinful men are kept awaiting 
the final judgment. 

He preached. ‘The word is invariably used 
in the New Testament of a public announce- 
ment, a heraldic proclamation, so to speak, and 
specially of the Gospel tidings. St Peter says 
nothing as to the subject-matter or effects of 
such an announcement, but the natural infer- 
ence is that it was not simply and exclusively 
a denunciation, for which another word, not 
hallowed like this by associations of merciful 
tidings, would probably have been employed. 
It should, however, be noticed that Clement 
of Rome, ‘x Cor.’ c. VII., says that Nóe éxy- 
puÉe perávouav. kal of vrakovcavres éadÓncav, 
which seems a reminiscence of this passage: 
see also a similar statement in c. ix. Josephus, 
‘Arch.’ 1. 4, gives the old Hebrew tradition; 
and it is quite possible that Clement might 
have had that tradition present to his mind, 
rather than our passage, which would have 
suggested other considerations. "Azeijeact 
more, ore; this distinctly marks the long past. 
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time when the sin of disobedience had been 
incurred. 

If in such a passage as this, where the literal 
statement presents a clear, though in its bear- 
ings a mysterious sense, it were necessary to 
go further, we should turn in the first place to 
the early Greek Fathers, who were most un- 
likely to misunderstand the words, and had 
ample means of knowing in what sense they 
were received by the hearers and followers of 
the Apostles. It is certain that with one 
consent they held that St Peter here speaks of 
the descent into Hades, recognised by the 
Apostles’ Creed and universally taught by the 
Church. The passages bearing on this are col- 
lected by Cotelier * Patt. Ap.’ Tom. I. p. 117. 
As to-the objects of that descent they differed 
widely. Clement of Alexandria, as usual, going 
farthest in that direction, held that this preach- 
ing extended to all the Gentiles who had lived 
righteously before our Lord's coming, cf. 
‘Strom.’ II. p. 379. Most of the early Fathers 
considered that it was limited to those who 
had believed in His future advent; thus 
lrengzus IH. 23; IV. 29, 45; V. 31; Justin 
M., Origen, Hippolytus, Greg. Naz.; or 
more strictly to the souls of the patriarchs, 
Tertullian ‘de Anima,’ p. 260 C. Some few 
believed that He offered salvation to all who 
would receive Him, an opinion stated and not 
altogether rejected by Augustine, who in the 
r64th Epistle, § rr, 12, discusses the question 
with great care, and as usual with great 
ability, and acknowledges his uncertainty as 
to the true meaning at the time, A.D. 415, 
when he wrote that Epistle. But whatever 
they taught or conjectured as to the persons 
to whora the proclamation was addressed, all 
agreed that it was an announcement to spirits 
of the departed, and moreover that it was an 
announcement of deliverance to the penitent. 
One of the strongest statements is found in 
Athanasius, * c, Apollinar.’ 1. $ 14—a passage 
which, although somewhat obscure, distinctly 
asserts our Lord's personal presence in Hades. 

This interpretation was first contested by 
Augustine, who in the Epistle to Evodius, 
above quoted, gives an explanation, which 
was afterwards generally adopted by medizval 
writers of the Western Church, sc. Bede, 
'Thomas Aquinas, N. de Lyra, and by many 
divines after the Reformation, e.g. Beza, 
Scaliger, Hammond. As stated by Augustine, 
l.c., it stands thus. ‘The spirits shut up in 
prison are the unbelievers who lived in the 
times of Noe, whose spirits, ;.e. whose souls 
were shut up, as it were in prison, in the flesh 
and in the darkness of ignorance. Christ 
preached to them not in the flesh, for He was 
not yet incarnate, but in spirit, ze. in His 
divine nature, * secundum divinitatem." ‘This 
appears to have been the view taken by our 
English translators. It is obviously irrecon- 
cileable with the Greek. Beza’s modification, 
* who now in prison are suffering due punish- 


ment," meets one objection only, and that but 
partially. As was shewn the sense thus given 
to the words is forced and arbitrary. 

The preaching of Noah certainly cannot 
mean a personal act of the Spirit of Christ, 
even supposing that the word Spirit here refers 
to the Divine Word, which is, to say the 
least, wholly improbable. ‘The expression èv 
vaxi certainly does not mean ** in the prison 
of ignorance,” but a state of durance. The 
Greek ámei£roac: necessarily refers to a period 
antecedent to the announcement, and ékrjpv£e 
indicates a single act, not a series of admoni- 
tions. 

Hence all modern commentators concur in 
the exposition given in the footnote; differing 
only in the inferences drawn from it, though 
not necessarily involved in it. It is clear that 
it tells us nothing of the effects of the announce- 
ment, and affords no ground for speculation as 
to the present or future condition of those who 
now await their judgment in the intermediate 
state, having rejected or not having known 
the Gospel of Christ. All orthodox writers 
agree that the text cannot apply to spirits 
already condemned to eternal punishment. The 
expression ‘in prison," or more exactly, in 
custody, does not imply or suggest a state of 
purgatorial torment; though that doctrine, 
when once introduced, first, as seems pro- 
bable, by Augustine, was supported, in the 
absence of direct authority, by reference to 
passages which by reason of their incomplete- 
ness or obscurity, might be open to speculative 
interpretations. 

It must be borne in mind that the whole 
passage forms part of a general statement of 
the result of the sufferings of Christ. He 
died for sins, the just for the unjust. By that 
death He opened access for us Christians to 
God; after that death in the body He 
preached to the captives in His spirit, and by 
the baptism which He instituted He assured 
salvation to all who should fulfil the condi- 
tions: an institution followed by His Resur- 
rection and. Ascension. 


21. ‘The rendering follows two readings 
found in all the best MSS., 6, which; referring 
to Ydwp, not o, rendered in the A. V. ‘‘where- 
unto; evidently a gloss, intended to facilitate 
the construction, which presents some diffi- 
culty, and is scarcely capable of exact repro- 
duction. Again, jas with N, A, B, instead of 
"us, Which has fair support. It must be ob- 
served that the word dytirumoy is an adjective, 
rendered in German * gegenbildlich," which, 
being either adjectival or adverbial, evades the 
difficulty to some extent. The Vulgate is 
happy in its rendering, Quod et vos nunc similis 
formz salvos facit baptisma. 

In the questions on the Parables of Scripture 
attributed, but wrongly, to Athanasius, the 
Flood is called the first Baptism for the extir- 
pation of sin, ‘Opp.’ 11. p. 426; ‘Tertullian calls 
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it the Baptism of the world; and Origen, ‘c. 
Cels.’ vr. 58, says “ The destruction of men 
in the flood is the purification of the earth," 
and refers to an old saying of the Greeks to 
the same effect. 

As to the rendering of the A.V., the answer 
of a good conscience, it must be remarked 
that émepergua means in classical usage a 
question or questioning. ‘The passages quoted 
from Herodotus and Thucydides are clear 
and decisive. ‘The verb from which it is 
derived émeperáe occurs frequently in the 
New Testament and in the LXX., first in the 
sense of simply asking a question, then spe- 
cially of consulting God, as in Isai. lxv. 1, 
quoted Rom. x. 20, and still more commonly of 
addressing a petition, asking in prayer, a mean- 
ing derived from the Hebrew ONU, to which 
it corresponds in many passages: see Tromm. 
‘Concord,’ Thus too the simpler form époráoe 
means to pray, to seek in prayer, a sense, which, 
as Grimm, s.v. observes, is unknown to classi- 
cal writers. The single passage in which the 
word érepornja occurs in the Septuagint, viz. 
Dan. iv. x4, identifies it in meaning with 
RDONU, which Rédiger in Ges. ‘Thes.’ explains 
“decretum,” but which our A.V., in common 
with most expositors, renders by the word ‘‘de- 
mand." See Kranichen zz loc. ‘This render- 
ing of the word has therefore a primary claim 
for acceptance. ‘The Vulgate adopts it ** Con- 
scientiz bone interrogatio in Deum.” ‘Thus 
the Vulg. has interrogavit in Domino and in 
Deo repeatedly, for the Septuagint éreparaw 
and the Hebrew 2NU: so that the natural 
rendering of the word as used by and to per- 
sons conversant with the LXX. would be “the 
petition, prayer, or prayerful address of a 
good conscience to God." Thus Bengel, ‘Gn.’ 
Salvat ergo nos rogatio bone conscientie. ‘The 
objection (Meyer) that this is too vague is 
scarcely valid. The object of the prayer ad- 
dressed by a conscience, pure under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, the efficient cause of 
conversion, must needs be salvation, including 
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its conditions and ultimate result. There may 
also be reference to the spiritual washing. See 
Ps. li... 9.4 Grimm; * Lex. N02,’ proposes 
another rendering, viz. the demand or entreaty 
for a good conscience. ‘This is scarcely ad- 
missible. 

2. The exposition of the old Scholiast in 
(Ecumenius comes near the true meaning; 
emepornpa, appaBarv, évéyvpov, amdderkis, i.e. 
baptism is an act in which the conscience 
being pure pledges itself to God. It is how- 
ever not easy to shew the connection of the 
word with the meaning thus assigned to it. 

3. The meaning “stipulatio " is advocated 
by Bishop Bull, ‘ Apol. p. Harm.’ p. 23, 
“ Stipulatio idem significat quod evyxará8eocis 
ap. Basil. * De Spir. S.’ c. 11. nimirum in Bap- 
tismo interrogabat Episcopus droracon TóÓ 
Sarava; respondebat baptizandus dzorácco- 
pa.” ‘The objection that this refers to a later 
form has not much- weight; the form was 
simply the expression of an old truth: but no 
valid authority for this sense of érepdrnua can 
be adduced. ; 

4. In some inscriptions referred to the begin- 
ning of the second century a formula occurs 
not unfrequently, which might suggest a plau- 
sible explanation of this passage; sc. kara rò 
emepórnpa Tis aepvorárgs BovAfs, ** according 
to the decision of the Senate." This implies 
that after careful questioning and examination 
a decisive answer has been given. Thus in 
baptism the conscience is questioned, consi- 
ders the question and deliberately pledges 
itself, without the admixture of impure motive, 
to the fulfilment of the universal conditions, 
repentance and faith. This process corre- 
sponds with the externalact by which the man 
cleanses himself from outward pollution. It 
scarcely seems a reasonable objection that the 
use of the word is not demonstrable in the 
time of St Peter; it isa common and legitimate 
use at a period not far distant, and seems to 
express his thought not inadequately. Upon 
the whole, however, the explanation given 
above, no, r, is decidedly to be preferred. 





CHAPTER IV. 


Y He exhorteth them to cease from sin by 
the example of Christ, and the considera- 





tion of the general end that now approach- 
eth: 12 and comforteth them against per- 
secution. 





CHAP.IV. 1—11. St Peter resumes the 
argument from v. 18 in the preceding chapter, 
- after the important digression which there 
followed the general statement. From the 
fact there stated and here repeated, viz. that 
Christ suffered in the flesh, że. in the body, 
he now deduces practical inferences, shewing 
that He suffered not only to bring us into a 
state of reconciliation, but also into a state of 
holiness. His death at once represented and 
effected a complete conquest over sin. He 





died in the flesh to save us from the penalty 
due to sin, and at the same time by that 
death He represented and potentially ef- 
fected the mortification of our carnal nature. 
This line of argument is followed by St 
Paul in the Epistles to the Romans and 
Colossians, see following notes. Hence St 
Peter enforces the duty of eschewing all old 
heathenish habits, with special reference to 
the judgment which awaits the quick and the 
dead, à; 


—— 


v. 1—3.] 


ORASMUCH then as Christ 

hath suffered for us in the flesh, 

arm yourselves likewise with the 

same mind: for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; 

2 That he no longer should live 
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the rest of his time in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

3 For the time past of our life 
may suffice us to have wrought the 
will of the Gentiles, when we walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 





1. for us] These words are omitted in 
the oldest MSS. and versions. ‘The state- 
ment though true, does not bear upon the 
immediate object of the Apostle, who is draw- 
ing out the practical and spiritual inferences 
from Christ’s death. Observe the correspond- 
ence with the expressions used above, ch. iii. 
18, and ii. 2r, 24. 

arm yourselves likewise with tbe same mind: 
for] Or more probably, do you also (em- 
phatic) arm yourselves with the same 
thought; the word refers to the thought 
which was in the mind of Christ, viz. that 
death, met and undergone in the same spirit 
which actuated Him, puts an end to contact 
with sin, in His case with the sins of others, 
which were then blotted out, expiated, and done 
away with, but in the case of those who are 
baptized into His death, to contact with per- 
sonal sins; here St Peter adopts the argument 
developed by St Paul in Rom. vi. 6, 7, which 
was undoubtedly present to his mind and 
would be remembered by his readers. 

The word rendered *mind" A.V., or 
more properly ‘‘thought” or way of think- 
ing, occurs but once elsewhere in the New Tes- 
tament, Heb. iv. 12, where it is used in the 
plural The classical usage is uncontested. 
'The injunction reminds Christians that they 
have to wage battle against *'fleshly lusts that 
war against the soul,” ii. 11; they must therefore 
put on as the only perfect armour of defence 
that principle which was exemplified in the 
death undergone by the Saviour, and is spi- 
ritually shared by the true believer. It is, as 
usual with St Peter, a condensed and preg- 
nant summary of Pauline exhortations, most 
fully developed in Eph. vi. 

for he that, &c.] Or, “that he who hath." 
This is the more obvious construction, but 
that which is adopted by our A. V. is well 
supported, and is probably correct. 

hath ceased from sin| Christ having suffered 
for sin, abolished sin, had no more to do with 
it in the way of atonement; the Christian 
must follow that example, see the following 
note. 


2. That be no longer] This is closely con- 
nected in structure with the preceding clause, 
“hath ceased from sin," to the effect that 
being dead to sin the Christian must live the 
rest of his life in the flesh, not as heretofore 
following the lusts of men, but the will of God. 
* In the flesh” in this clause refers simply to 
our bodily life. The word rendered ‘ live” 
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has a somewhat emphatic meaning, being never 
used of animals; henceforth the life must be 
a true life, such as befits man. 


S. For the time past] The words “of 
our life” and * us" after “suffice” are not 
found in the oldest MSS. and should be omit- 
ted. St Peter certainly does not identify himself 
with those who had lived in the abominations 
of heathendom, specially pointed at in the 
following words. Another reading, “you” 
for ** us," has some support in old MSS. and 
versions (cf. 1 Cor. vi. 11), but is not to be 
adopted. St Peter leaves to his readers the 
application of his statement. 

the will of tbe Gentiles] ‘This implies that 
the mass of St Peter's hearers had formerly 
lived as Gentiles; Gentiles among Gentiles, 
The statement would be but partially ap- 
plicable to converts from Judaism. The evil 
habits enumerated were prevalent among all 
Gentiles, and especially in the eastern provinces 
of the Empire, to an extent hardly to be 
realized by Christians, and certainly not 
shared by Jews. 

when we walked| The pronoun **we" 
must be omitted ; ** having walked " is better ; 
our English idiom almost requires a pronoun, 
but none can be used without moditying the 
A postle's statement. 

in lasciviousness, &c.] St Peter gives here 
an enumeration strikingly characteristic of his 
style; remarkable for fulness and condensa- 
tion; see Introduction, $ 5. Six forms of gross 
sensuality are pointed out. Of these three 
are personal, applying to individuals as such: 
each denoted by a word accurately discrimi- 
nating the principle and character of the sin: 
first, * lasciviousness,” or more exactly, lasci- 
vious actions or habits, such as fill the pages 
of satirists and licentious poets of that age; 
secondly, ‘‘lusts,” the inner principles of 
licentiousness; thirdly, **excess of wine,” a 
strong word, occurring here only in the 
New ‘Testament, but not uncommon in class- 
ical writers, indicating crapulousness, drunken- 
ness Whether solitary or not these three sins 
are personal. ‘The three following are social 


evils, (1) “ revellings,” a word which has the . 


special sense of riotous processions of wild 
youths such as were common in all Greek cities 
at that time; (2) ‘‘banquetings” or ‘drinking 
bouts,” often prolonged through the night, 
and noticed not without commendation by 
the most thoughtful heathen. Cf. Plato, 
‘Symp.’ ch. xir, XXXI..and XXXIX. Lastly 
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revellings, banquetings, and abomina- 
ble idolatries : 

4 Wherein they think it strange 
that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you : 


L'/PESAERSSTV, 


[v. 4—6. 
5 Who shall give account to him 
that is ready to Judge the quick and 
the dead. 

6 For for this cause was the 
gospel preached also to them that 
are dead, that they might be judg- 








(3), abominable idolatries, lit. illicit idolatries, 
not as contrary to human law, but to the 
eternal principle of right (d@éuros). After the 
persecution of Nero Christianity itself was an 
illicita religio. Here it is evident that St Peter 
specially refers to the general, all but universal 
connection of the grossest sensuality with 
idolatrous. practices, such as all his Gentile 
readers must have shared, but from which the 
Jew recoiled. This. passage, among many 
others, is decisive as to the nationality of his 
readers. 


4. Wherein) This refers to the former 
course of life now abandoned by Christian 
converts. 

they think it strange], ‘The Gentiles, not 
regarding any or all the sins so abjured as 
unnatural, or harmful, felt and expressed the 
utmost surprise at the abstention of Christians, 
and’ looked upon them as morose, superstitious 
bigots, misanthropists, equally opposed to the 
enjoyments of man and to the worship of their 
own Gods. This feature is constantly alluded 
to by Christian apologists. 

that ye run not with them] implies more 
than mere compliance, an eager pursuit of the 
same object. 

excess of riot] Both words are emphatic ; 
the former used here only means an overflow- 
ing, a surging up, or outburst; the second, 
common in classical writers, expresses utter 
dissoluteness, ruinous profligacy. It occurs 
in Eph. v. 18, where see note. 

speaking evil of you] Lit. blaspheming ; 
a word which ought to be kept, omitting the 
words “of you,” as including evil-speaking 
not only against the persons, but the religion 
of Christians, 


6. ‘The interpretation of this verse depends 
upon that of the passage, wv. 19, 20, in the 
preceding chapter, with which it corresponds 
substantially. According to the most ancient, 
and now most generally received, view of that 
passage, the sense of this verse must be that 
the Gospel, ;.e. the glad tidings of the triumph 
over death by our Lord's death and resurrec- 
tion, was preached to the dead—a term which 
certainly extends further than to those who 
perished in the Deluge, and possibly to all 
past generations—with the intent and object of 
teaching them that although they should have 
been judged according to the law of nature and 
of God to suffer death in the body, they might 
be quickened, according to a special putting 
forth of Divine grace, in the spirit, and stand 


with spiritualized bodies before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. Cf. Rom. viii. ro. If this 
interpretation is correct it is evident that we 
must take the verse in connection with the 
first verse of the chapter; it shews that the 
law there laid down is universal; no one can 
be admitted into the kingdom who has not 
suffered in the flesh, undergoing the penalty 
for sin, and who has not also been spiritually 
quickened. This view does not imply that 
those to whom the announcement was made 
were transferred into a different state from 
that in which they had died, but that the 
meaning and effect of their punishment was 
made known to them, and the access to God, 
which Christ's death opened to all, was of- 
fered to them. ‘This is connected also with 
the preceding verse as shewing the univer- 
sality of the Final Judgment. 

Points of exceeding importance are thus 
drawn out: r, The death of Christ affects 
all, not excluding those who died before His 
coming ; 2, All must share His death in order 
to be made partakers of His life. - 

«ugs the gospel preached| ‘This necessarily 
refers to a definite and past act, not to a con- 
tinued preaching. It corresponds to the word 
** preached ” in ch. iii. 19, but differs from it ; 
that word meant simply ** He proclaimed ; ” 
this explains the nature and bearing of the 
proclamation; it was evangelical, a message 
of glad tidings. For the statement see Justin 
M. ‘Dial.’ LXXII. and Otto’s note; Irenæus, Iv. 
33, and V. 31. 

them that are dead| ‘This does not give the 
exact sense of the Greek, which rather implies 
“to them that were dead when the Gospel 
reached them.” We may assume as certain 
that the word refers to physical, not, as some 
have held, to spiritual death. ‘The announce- 
ment was made not to the quick but to the 
dead ; those dwellers in Hades who, whether 
as “prisoners of hope,” or, so to speak, 
prisoners: of fear, awaited the coming of 
Christ. 

that they might be judged] ‘The construc- 
tion presents some difficulty, increased in our 
version by the omission of the word indeed. 
The Greek makes a distinction between the 
two propositions; the former does not apply 
to the effect of the tidings, but to the con- 
dition of those who were addressed; they 
were to learn that they had, as a natural law, 
to undergo death, the wages of their sin; the 
next proposition, but live, tells us what was 
the ultimate and perfect effect upon those 


v. 1—9.] 


ed according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the 
spirit. 

7 But the end of all things is at 
hand: be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer. 


who were prepared to receive it. According to 
God, as above explained, according to the 
divine law of grace and life. The literal ren- 
dering is that they may be judged: but the 
term is evidently used with reference to their 
previous state, not to the time of the an- 
nouncement. 

It must be borne in mind that St Peter's 
great object is to shew the universality and 
absolute character‘of the principles with which 
he is here specially concerned. It might have 
been objected that physical death and the 
option of spiritual life could scarcely be 
universal, if all past generations were exempted 
from the law. ‘That objection he meets, not 
to lead us into speculative inquiry, but to 
vindicate the righteousness of God and take 
away every pretext for misrepresentation. 


7—11. PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS CON- 
NECTED WITH IMPENDING JUDGMENT. 


7. But the end of all things] ‘The order 
of the Greek words is emphatic, Of all how- 
ever the end is near; all might apply both to 
men and things, here probably to both, for 
our * own end” is the main point in warning. 
The words stand out in striking contrast to 
the preceding verse; we are not to be drawn 
aside from contemplating our own respon- 
sibility by speculating about the lot of others ; 
we and they have the ultimate and complete 
judgment to look for, and that without delay. 

at band] Lit. has drawn near. It is the 
word constantly used in reference to the 
coming of Christ and His kingdom. We 
have to understand it either as referring to the 
very brief period which must intervene before 
we are called individually to give account for 
the things done in the body—a view which 
however is rather an application than a proper 
explanation, —or to the great judgment cer- 
tainly then impending over the Hebrew and 
Gentile world, to which expressions resem- 
bling this very closely must be referred; or 
literally and properly to the day which will 
usher in eternity. To this last the only 
possible objection is that the Apostle's state- 
ments are held to be incompatible with the 
vast interval which has already elapsed. But 
the last day is spoken of as near, not with 
reference to our chronology, but to the de- 
velopment of God's purposes in His various 
dispensations. We live in the last times, 
under a dispensation which is final in the 
history of humanity, and will have its termi- 
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8 And above all things have fer- 
vent charity among yourselves: for 


charity "shall cover the multitude of! Or, wiz. 


sins. 
g Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging. 





nation at the coming of Christ. ‘That termi- 
nation has drawn near (jyycxe), so near that 
there is absolutely nothing between it and us. 

be ye therefore sober] Rather, ‘+ be ye there- 
fore sober-minded;" referring to a general 
state of wise and sober mind. The Greek 
(cedpoveiv) is explicitly opposed to all ill- 
regulated and unwise thoughts and feelings. 

and watch unto prayer | ‘The word rendered 
watch (vrjrare) implies sober, thoughtful, ab- 
stinence, giving the mind in a calm composed 
state to the great duty of prayer. A differeut 
word is used in the exhortation which natu- 
rally presents itself to our minds; see Mark 
xiii. 37. St Peter had in mind the special 
temptations of a people and time addicted to 
excess in habits and emotions, 


8. above all] Lit. before all things. 
Omit the conjunction ‘‘and,” which rather 
obscures the earnestness of St Peter's style. 
Charity must not only be supreme, but it 
must precede all acts which manifest the 
Christian life, It is scarcely needful to point 
out that * charity” is the Christian grace of 
love, and that the word was adopted here and 
elsewhere in our A.V., partly because it is 
a new and exclusively Christian name for a 
Christian grace, corresponding closely to the 
Greek, partly because it was familiar to the 
Christian mind as the equivalent and represen- 
tative of the Vulgate *' caritas." 

have fervent charity} ‘The Greek is even 
stronger, ‘‘ having or keeping your charity in- 
tense ;” the charity they must needs have as 
Christians; they are bound to keep it in a 
state of energy or intensity. : 

shall cover] Or, covers. ‘This reading 
has far better support than shall cover ; and is 
important as meaning that earnest charity 
casts a cloke over many offences, refuses to 
see or to expose them. The future tense might 
rather imply that it will be a protection or 
defence in the day of judgment, a thought 
alien to the Apostle’s mind. In the original 
passage, Prov. x. 12, the former is the un- 
doubted meaning. Here the injunction and 
the motive have a special significance; the 
preservation of peace being the best and indeed 
the only effectual preparation for impending 
trials and the final judgment. See note on 
James v. 20. 


9. hospitality] The word must be taken 
in its proper sense, not directly referring to 
friendly intercourse among equals—a social 
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IO As every man hath received the 
gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the ma- 
nifold grace of God. 

II lf any man speak, let him speak 
as the oracles of God; if any man 
minister, let bim do it as of the 





L/PETERUIVW 


[v. 10—12. 


ability which God giveth: that God 
in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise 
and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

I2 Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to 





and temporal duty having its own immediate 
and temporal reward—but specially to the 
kindly reception of strangers (cf. Matt. xxv. 
35) and of all who need comfort and help. 
Such hospitality involved considerable expense 
in an age when no regular provision was made 
for the destitute, great and sudden vicissitudes 
from opulence to poverty were common, and 
wayfarers bearing commendatory letters from 
Christian pastors frequently presented them- 
selves at the houses of the rich. Hence the 
repeated exhortations of St Paul and our 
Apostle. 

grudging] Or “murmuring,” impatient 
outbursts. The word indicates the common- 
ness of the temptation and the necessity of a 
special caution. Cf. 2 Cor. ix. 7. 


,10. the gift] Or, a gift. From temporal 
the Apostle now passes to spiritual duties ; the 
word rendered ‘gift’? means specially a 
spiritual endowment, whether miraculous or 
ordinary, whether personal or ministerial. 
This exactly corresponds to St Paul’s exhor- 
tations, 1 Cor. xii. 7; see also xiv. x2. Com- 
pare Clem. Rom. ‘1 Cor.’ XXXVIII. 

as good stewards| ‘The proper office of 
the steward, as understood by the readers of 
St Peter, was rightly to administer and dis- 
pense his master’s goods, providing for the due 
maintenance of all the household. The word 
* manifold" in Greek specially refers to the 
great variety of gifts and graces of which each 
Christian recipient is bound to be a liberal 
dispenser. 


11. If any man speak | Or, *If any man 
speaks ;” z.c. When any one speaks. It is not 
implied that some may not have to speak. Here 
St Peter refers to two kinds only of the mani- 
fold gifts, but they include all that is needed 
for the edification and organization of the 
Church, Speaking includes all kinds of in- 
struction given by Christians to each other, 
whether ordinary, extraordinary, or official. 
A man who speaks thus must speak not as 
using his own natural uninspired utterances, 
but as being a bearer of divine utterances. 

the oracles] Not “the oracles,” an expres- 
sion which would imply in conformity with 
the Scriptures, but as oracles, being them- 
selves entrusted with such utterances. ‘The 
exhortation is singularly impressive, implying 
a complete surrender of the speaker's self to 
the movements of the Holy Spirit, as in 
our Lord's exliortation, Mark xiii. 111. (The 


ministering officers of the Church are to 
depend entirely on the strength given them 
by God. Thus all the glory of the success 
of exhortations or of ministrations will be re- 
ferred to God through. Jesus Christ, by whose 
effectual working the speaker and minister are 
enabled to do their duty. 

minister] ‘This does not refer to ministra- 
tions in the Church, but to the distribution of 
gifts spoken of in the preceding verse. 

to whom] The question, whether this refers 
to God the Father or to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is differently answered by commenta- 
tors. On the one hand, it is said truly that 
all glory is ascribed to the Father as the 
primal source of grace, and in this passage 
the great subject of the sentence; on the other, 
it may be pointed out that the most natural 
construction connects the words with those 
immediately preceding it, and that the ascrip- 
tion of glory and power to the Son is 
thoroughly in accordance with the principles 
and the style both of St Peter and St Paul. 
Clem. Rom. § xx. applies the ascription in- 
discriminately to the Father and, as here, to 
the Son. See the note of Lipsius on that 
passage in the edition of Gebhardt and Har- 
nack. ‘That doxology refers specially to the 
grace and goodness of God manifested through 
Christ to the Church. 


12—19. St Peter now recurs to the train 
of thought which marks the beginning of his 
Epistle, i. 3—9; and points to the certain 
hope of glory which awaits those who are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings. ‘The expres- 
sions employed throughout imply that severe 
persecution is imminent, to be looked for as 
immediately to come, if not already begun. 


12. think it not strange] ‘The word, as 
here used, is peculiar to St Peter, who uses 
it twice, here and above, v. 4. The feeling 
deprecated is that of strangeness, as though 
suffering was not the home-portion, so to 
speak, of a Christian. Gentiles felt unable to 
understand the feelings of Christians, and were 
therefore estranged from them, Christians 
must not feel themselves unable to realize 
their position as sufferers. 'They are to be 
at home in suffering. 

concerning...to try you] ‘This may be more 
exactly rendered, “at the fiery affliction 
which is taking place among you fora 
trial" The word (aépwois) is emphatic; 
it is used in the LX X. as equivalent to “ fur- 


Y. 13—16.] 


try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; 
that, when his glory shall be reveal- 
ed, ye may be glad also with exceed- 
ing Joy. 

I4 If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye; for 
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the spirit of glory and of God rest- 
eth upon you: on their part he is 
evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as 
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
men's matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a 





nace;" and certainly refers to ch. i. 7. The 


A. V. is ambiguous and may be understood 
to speak of a future trial; the Greek decisively 
shews that it is already going on among 
Christians, 

some strange thing] ‘This refers to the verb, 
rendered ** think it not strange.” ‘The follow- 
ing verse shews that such sufferings cannot be 
strange to Christ’s followers. 


13. But rejoice, inasmuch] The word “ in- 
asmuch " must be understood in its full and 
proper sense, ‘‘to the extent in which.” So 
far as the Christian's sufferings are of the 
same kind, proceeding from the same causes, 
as those undergone by his Master, he is called 
upon to rejoice, for that present participation 
in suffering secures future participation in His 
glory. See again ch. i. 7. 

that] ‘This refers to the rejoicing in suffer- 
ing which is a pledge of future rejoicing in 
glory. 

. 14. Jf ye be reproached] Rather, If (or 
* when") ye are reviled. The Greek does 
not imply a contingency, but asserts a fact. 

Jor the name of Christ] Lit. *in Christ's 
name," i.e. simply because you confess Christ 
as your Lord. ‘Thus in the Epistle of the 
Churches of Vienne and Lyons, *they were 
imprisoned as Christians, no other charge 
whatever being brought against them." 

Jor the spirit] Hence the blessedness of 
the Christian who when suffering has a special 
sense of the abiding presence of the Spirit of 
God, bringing with It the assurance of future 
glory, and of actual favour with God. The 
word rendered ‘‘ resteth” has a special signi- 
ficance, being used in the LXX. of the abid- 
ing presence of the Spirit of the Lord, Isai. 
XI 2: 

on their part...glorified| ‘This clause is 
omitted in all the best MSS. and ancient ver- 
sions. It was probably a gloss, a very correct 
one, in the margin of an early MS., and taken 
into the text by a transcriber. ‘The oldest 
MS. which has it is of the ninth century, but 
it is found in some very old versions, the 
Sahidic and Italic. It contrasts the blas- 
phemies (for evil spoken of should be rendered 
blasphemed) with the glory attributed and 
proved by its effects on suffering Christians, 


15. But] Read “for.” St Peter touches 


evidently upon charges often brought falsely 
and maliciously by persecutors. 

a murderer| ‘This probably stands first, 
not as a charge likely to be made, but as 
standing first in the decalogue, in dealing with 
duty to man. Possibly the heathens might 
found such a charge upon the reception of 
criminals into the Church upon their repent- 
ance. 

or as a thief] A special sin of slaves, 
against which we find unusually explicit 
warning in Eph. iv. 28, where see note. 

an evildoer| A legal term, equivalent to 
‘t malefactor" or criminal; a word summing 
up all offences against the law. It is a word 
common in classical writers, but in the New 
Testament used only by St Peter, ii. 12, 14, 
iii. 16, and St John xviii. 30. 

a busybody in other men's matters] This 
expresses a single word in the Greek, one 
which does not occur elsewhere in the New 
Testament, and twice only in later Christian 
writers. ‘The exact meaning is ‘‘one who 
usurps authority in matters not within his 
province.” St Peter gives a special point to 
this injunction; it stands apart, as differing 
in kind from other offences. The question 
is whether he alludes to the propensity to 
interfere with other persons, specially with 
heathens, in religious matters, as a warning 
against indiscreet zeal on the part of Christians, 
a view taken by Renan, ‘Antech.’ p. 42; or 
whether, as the form of the Greek word cer- 
tainly implies, his object is to warn Chris- 
tians against assuming authority in purely 
secular matters alien to their calling. Ps, 
Dionys. Areop. uses it in the sense of one who 
intrudes upon an alien office. The word of 
which it is compounded *'episcopos" with 
its derivatives in the LX X. always refers to 
official duties or works, specially to the work 
of inspection. It certainly does not bear upon 
missionary undertakings. But were Christians 
likely to incur the charge of taking undue part 
in secular matters with which they were not 
personally concerned? ‘The answer must be, 
Very probably they were. We read of an 
application to our Lord Himself to take upon 
Him the office of a secular Judge, and His 
indignant refusal, Luke xii. r3, 14. In fact 
we have instances of Christians having a wide- 
spread reputation for equity and discernment 
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Christian, let him not be ashamed ; 
but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. 

17 For the time 7s come that judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God : 
and if it first begin at us, what shall 
the end Ze of them that obey not the 
gospel of God ? 





among their unbelieving neighbours, and on 
that account being appealed to to settle diffi- 
cult cases, z.e. to act as overseers or arbitra- 
tors in external matters, ‘Thus in a Talmudic 
notice of the second Gamaliel we read that he 
with his sister applied to a Christian for a 
decision in a question of contested rights of 
property. (See ‘Tract. Shabbath; £f. 116, 
quoted in the ‘Expositor,’ April, 1879, and 
by Hilgenfeld on the ‘Evang. Heb. p. 21, 
22.) Such a position, whether rightly or 
wrongly used, would expose Christians to 
misrepresentation, and be a pretext for perse- 
cution. ‘This seems to be the true meaning 
of the warning. It agrees with, but is more 
precise than the explanation of CEcumenius, 
or of Cyprian, who renders it * alienas curas 
gerens," ‘Ep, rv. 6. Plato has a correspond- 
ing word, aAXorpiompaypooivy, ‘Rep.’ Iv. 
Hilgenfeld takes the word to mean de/ator, an 
interpretation certainly incorrect, and evidently 
adopted in order to support his view as to the 
late date of the Epistle; see his * Einl.' p. 652. 


16. on this behalf | ‘This rendering follows 
the old and common reading; but the best 
MSS. have in this name, which may be 
explained as an idiom not differing in meaning 
from the one adopted in our A. V.; but which 
more probably has a distinct and definite bear- 
ing upon the charge brought, as the real sub- 
stantial charge against Christians, that of pro- 
fessing the Name of Christ. It need not be 
inferred that St Peter alludes to the name 
“ Christian," but since it was first given at 
Antioch, long before this Epistle was written, 
and must have been well known to the 
Apostle, the reference is, to say the least, 
highly probable. 'Thus Clem. Alex. *Quis 
D. S? ch. 36, ** worthy of the name which 
they wear as a kingly diadem.” 


lV. For the time is come] Lit. For it is a 
season; the critical time is now come when 
the judgment, which impends on all, must 
have a beginning, andithat beginning must 
take place in God's house. ‘The cleansing of 
the sanctuary, z.e. the Church of Christ, must 
be the very first act in the process of judg- 
ment. All its severe trials therefore are to be 
regarded as intimations and preludes to the 
general judgment. ‘The sifting involves a 
separation of the sound from the unsound, 
which must needs bring suffering to all, and 
ruin to those who do not endure to the end. 


IAP BOR, 


[v. 17—19. 


18 And if the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear ? 

19 Wherefore let them that suf- 
fer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls £o 
bim in well doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator. 





. that obey not the gospel of God] Cf, Rom. 
1.55. 

18. the rigbteous] ‘This word is rarely 
applied to Christians, but St Peter is quoting 
from the Septuagint version of Prov. xi. 31, 
and retains the word as specially applicable to 
the occasion. ‘The Christian, as such, is clear 
from the guilt which incurs condemnation ; 
but if he being righteous is saved only on 
the condition of passing through affliction so 
terrible, affecting life, property, character, 
what must be the position of a wilful offender 
against God and His law ? 

the ungodly] Or, impious, a term specially 
applying to false worship rather than to denial 
of God. 

sinner | in the special sense of transgressor, 
for “sin is the transgression of the law." 
Rabbinical writers quoted by Wetstein ob- 
serve as a general law of divine chastisements 
that *they do not come upon the world un- 
less there be impious persons in it, yet that 
they always begin with the righteous—when 
power is given to the destroyer he makes 
no distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, and not that only, but he begins with 
the righteous." 

N.B. 'The LXX. render the Hebrew of 
Proverbs inaccurately ; our version gives the 
true meaning. It is evident that St Peter 
addresses persons who were not acquainted 
with the Hebrew. He would regard the 
truth of his statement rather than its verbal 
agreement with a passage which he adduces 
without indicating its source. 


19. Wherefore] Lit. *So let them also 
who suffer," &c. St Peter sums up the ar- 
gument with singular power. What the 
Christian has to remember throughout is that 
he suffers according to God's will, and there- 
fore necessarily for a wise and loving purpose. 
What he has to do is simply to commit his 
soul to his Creator, trusting not only in His 
power, but in His faithfulness. The word 
* as" before “ unto a faithful Creator,” must 
be omitted, being found only in later MSS. 
St Peter certainly refers to our Lord’s own 
words, Luke xxiii. 46 (where all the best 
MSS. have mapari@ewa). He is careful to 
add ‘‘in well doing;” in order to have and to 
justify that absolute reliance on God's faith- 
fulness, Christians must have good and holy 
works to offer as proofs of their faith. Their 
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CHAPTER V. 

1 He exhorteth the elders to feed their flocks, 
5 the younger to obey, 8 and all to be sober, 
watchful, and constant in the faith: 9 to 
resist the cruel adversary the devil. 


HE elders which are among you 
I exhort, who am also an elder, 


—— 





works do follow them,” Rev. xiv. 3. The good 
works are not the effectual or meritorious 
cause of acceptance, but they afford the only 
assurance that believers are accepted. The 
word, as it stands in this passage, is peculiar 
to St Peter; it accords with his style to con- 
dense a whole series of injunctions into a single 
pregnant word ; see note on ch. iii. 8. 


CHAP. V. 1—4, ExXHORTATIONS TO 
THE OFFICIAL HEADS AND LEADERS OF 
THE CHURCH. 'These exhortations are strictly 
confined to the discharge of their special 
duties. 


l. The elders} The word therefore is in- 
troduced here on good MSS. authority; but 
it seems unnecessary and scarcely in accord~ 
ance with the course of St Peter’s argument, 
unless it be understood asa special application 
of the word which in the Greek immediately 
precedes it, viz. ‘in doing good works.” ‘The 
elders here addressed unquestionably represent 
the highest authorities in the Churches. ‘The 
term includes those who afterwards, within a 
few years, were formaily designated as Bishops. 
They exercise all the functions of that office, 
which are included in the word inadequately 
rendered by ‘‘ feed” in the next verse, where 
see note. On the New Testament usage see 
notes on Acts and Philippians. ‘The use of 
the word in this place is one among many 
conclusive proofs of the early date of the 
Epistle, which must have been written before 
the organization of the Churches in Asia 
Minor was substantially completed under the 
government of St John. 

I exhort] ‘This text has been misused as a 
proof of St Peter’s supremacy, but it is com- 
monly used not only by Apostles (as by St 
Paul most frequently), but by all Christians 
exhorting their fellows in the faith. In fact 
the word though often used for admonition 
and even command never loses its primary 
and most common sense, that of persuasion. 
St Peter gives three reasons to enforce, we 
might almost say to excuse, the earnestness of 
the exhortation; (1) community of office, 
(2) the fact that he was a witness of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, (3) that he shared with them 
the hope of glory. The first and third reasons 
are studiously put forward so as, it might 
seem, to avoid the appearance of such claims 
as were afterwards advanced in his name ; the 
second gives a peculiar pathos to his exhorta- 
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* 


and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed : 


2 Feed the flock of God ! which ! Or, es 


"ci 


. . . m: 
is among you, taking the oversight ix 
thereof, not by constraint, but will- 


—Ó 


tion to tend the flock of God ** which He 
bought with His own blood," Acts xx. 28. 

There is, as might be expected, a striking 
resemblance between his arguments and those 
used by St Paulin the great discourse recorded 
in Acts xx. 18—35. 

a witness| In the special sense of one called 
to bear witness of what he had seen. 

a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed] 
This refers to ch. i. 7. The word rendered 
** shall be? implies certainty, but not an im- 
mediate manifestation. 


2. Feed the flock| The word rendered 
« feed,” rather tend, includes all the duties 
of a shepherd, specially those of tending, 
guiding, and bringing to good pastures. It 
was a word deeply impressed upon St Peter’s 
consciousness, being the special duty imposed 
upon him as a proof of love, John xxi. 16, 
where the A.V. improperly, as here, renders 
the word (moíuawe) “feed,” for which a 
totally different word (@dcxe) is twice used 
in the rsth and r;th verses. It is'important 
to observe that neither here nor elsewhere in 
this Epistle, or in the speeches of the Acts, 
does St Peter allude to that or to the still 
higher distinction conferred upon him by our 
Lord. Cf. Matt. xvi. 17—r9. 

the flock of God] ‘Thus all the best MSS. 
A various reading ‘‘of Christ" or of “the 
Lord” is scarcely deserving of notice, except 
as bearing upon the similar passage in Acts 
xx. 28. The Church is the flock of God the 
Father as the maker and possessor; of God 
the Son as the purchaser and restorer; of God 
the Holy Ghost as the feeder and guide. 

which is among you| Equivalent to “under 
your care,” or in your province. ‘The expres- 
sion is somewhat peculiar, and certainly repre- 
sents a close inward union. 

taking the oversight thereof| ‘The word 
(émickomodvres) thus paraphrased is omitted 
by the two oldest MSS., but it is found in the 
great majority of MSS., and in all the oldest 
versions, ‘There is no sufficient reason for 
following those two MSS., N, B, which are 
conspicuous for such omissions. ‘The word 
is important, for it means ** acting as overseers 
or Bishops,” an expression which at a very 
early period was appropriated to the actual 
governors of the Church, and which soon 
became their formal official designation. 

not by constraint] Not only or chiefly 
because it is a bounden duty, involving a heavy 
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1 Or, over- 


ruling. 


ingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind ; 

3 Neither as !being lords over 
God's heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock. 





‘penalty if neglected, but with a willing spirit, 


moved not by fear but love. Cf. x Cor. ix. 
16, 17. The word here used in the Greek 
does not occur elsewhere. 

not for filthy lucere] Not with a disgraceful 
view to profit. There seems evidently a refer- 
ence to St Paul’s words in the verse imme- 
diately following those referred to in the pre- 
ceding note, What is my reward then? the 
answer being that the only reward for which 
he cared is to preach the Gospel without 
charge. It must be observed that the warn- 
ing implies a right to maintenance which 
might be abused. At a very early age, and 
indeed throughout the history of the Church, 
neglect of this warning led to the worst schisms 
and usurpations. 

of a ready mind| ‘The word is emphatic, 
implying not merely willingness, but earnest 
desire. 


S. Neither as beng lords] Rather, ‘act- 
ing as lords" 1ording it over. 
word implies that the Presbyter-bishops had 
real authority, but warns them against an 
arrogant domineering spirit in its exercise, It 
is obvious that abuses in this direction would 
arise at a very early period; see a singularly 
strong instance in the third Epistle of St John, 
v. 9. The very existence of a governing 
power has been denied by writers resting on 
the misapplication of this text, an opinion 
which might seem to be countenanced even by 
St Bernard, ** Planum est, Apostolis interdici- 
tur dominium," ‘De Consideratione,’ 11.6: but 
dominium implies more than constitutional 
authority. Compare Clem. R. ‘1 Cor.’ xvi. 

God's heritage] Lit. ‘‘heritages,” an ex- 
pression which occurs only in this passage, 
and presents some difficulty. Some under- 
stand it as referring to the clergy, an early 
usage of the word, but not resting on scrip- 
tural authority. ‘The more probable and 
generally accepted meaning is that the several 
churches under the charge of the presbyters 
addressed by St Paul are spoken of. ‘Thus 
Grimm ‘Lex. N. T? s.v. kAjpos, and Hil- 
genfeld. Thus too Bengel and Estius. Cy- 
prian’s view agrees with this, ‘The Church 
of God is one, the separate portions of which 
are governed each by its own Bishop as a 
common inheritance." Ritschl, ‘Die Enst. d. 
A. K. Kirche,’ p. 192, holds the word to 
mean the orders of which the flock consists, 
The word God’s ought not to have been in- 
serted in our A. V. 

_ ensamples| Lit. types in the special sense of 
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[v. 3—5: 


4 And when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 

5 Likewise, ye younger, submit 
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all 





examples, for which St Peter uses two words, 
one taken from the art of painting (dzoypap- 
pos, see above, ii. 21), the other from the sister 
art of sculpture. Each head of the flock must 
stand out as a distinct representative of the 
unseen Master to whom he and his people 
must be conformed. -Thus Greg. Naz. says 
of his own father, * He humanized the man- 
ners of his wild people, both by words of 
pastoral wisdom, and by setting forth himself 
an example, so to speak a spiritual image, ex- 
quisitely finished so as to exemplify the beauty ` 
of every good work,” ‘Or.’ XVIII. c. 16, p. 
341 A. Tom. I. ed. Ben. 


4. the chief Shepherd] St Peter thus 
points out the true and only origin of all 
authority in the Church,  Presbyters or 
Bishops are true shepherds, but only as dele- 
gates of our chief Shepherd, cf. ii. 25. This 
great word is used by St Peter only; the last 
thing he could have dreamed of as possible 
would be its misapplication to himself or his 
so-called successors, It is here to be observed 
that the words *shepherd" and ‘ tend” are 
peculiar to St Peter and to St John, who 
stand in a peculiarly near relation to each 
other and to the Church. 

a crown of glory that fadeth not away] Lit. 
“ the unfading crown of the glory.” A similar 
but not exactly the same word is used above, 
i. 4. It means not liable to wither, a meta- 
phor suggested by the wreaths of flowers in 
common use, and specially awarded as crowns 
to victors in public games. Cf. James i. 12; 
I Cor. ix. 25; Wisd. v. 6. In 2 Tim. iv. 8 
we are told that the crown of righteousness 
will be given not only to Apostles, but to all 
who love His appearing. 


5.  EXHORTATION TO YOUNGER 
MINISTERS. 


5. Likewise, ye younger] The younger thus 
spoken of would seem to be the subordinate 
ministers of the Church ; for the word “like- 
wise" implies a certain analogy or corre- 
spondence, so that as the elders were certainly 
officials, the younger were in all probability 
their subordinates. Whether the term includes 
‘t deacons” may be questioned, but it seems 
improbable that the Apostle should omit all 
notice of an order, first established under the 
authority of the Twelve, see Acts vi. 2—6; 
and this was the natural place for addressing 
them. It is certain however that at a very early 
time and in those districts subordinate offices 
were called into existence, and Polycarp * Ep. 


v. 6—8.] 


of you be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility : for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace 
to the humble. 

6 Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, 
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that he may exalt you in due 
time: 

7 Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you. 

8 Be sober, be vigilant ; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring 





Ephes.’ c. viii. specially distinguishes «the 
younger " from the deacons, to whom as well 
as to the elder he exhorts them to be obedient. 
W'e may understand by the term all subordi- 
date ministers of the Church, as distinguished 
from the members who are generally addressed 
in the next clause. The due relation between 
the young, and the elders, is often dwelt upon 
by Clem. R. in language which seems adopted 
from St Peter. 

Yea, all of you be subject] The last word 
rendered ‘‘ be subject ” is omitted in the oldest 
MSS., and seems to be transferred from ch. ii. 
18. Ifit bea gloss it is a very good one, and 
should not hastily be dismissed, especially as 
it is almost necessary for the grammatical 
construction with the following words “one 
to another," which are retained in all MSS. 

be clothed] ‘The expression in the Greek, 
which occurs nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment, has a singular force. It means to be 
clothed as with a white scarf worn by slaves, 
and in a manner which intimates promptitude 
in the discharge of menial duties. ‘The word 
is admirably illustrated by Fritzsche, see 
Grimm, ‘ Lex. N. T.’ (s.v. éy«ou8óogat). So 
that the words may be paraphrased, Put on 
humility as a garb of slaves indicating the 
mutual subjection of all true Christians. No- 
thing is more remarkable in the accounts of 
early Christians than their willingness to adopt 
the once odious name and acts of slaves. See 
especially P. Allard, ‘ Les esclaves chrétiens, 
P. 239 f. . 

for God resisteth] ‘This passage, quoted 
also by St James, iv. 6, is taken from the 
Septuagint version of Prov. iii. 34. The 
Hebrew has in the first clause, ‘surely he 
scorneth the scorners.” The subject * God" 
in our Epistle, and ‘Lord’ in the LXX., is 
supplied in the translation. 


6—9. FINAL EXHORTATION TO HUMILITY, 
PATIENCE AND WATCHFULNESS. 


6. Humble yourselves...under the mighty 
hand] The words ‘mighty hand" refer 
specially to a putting forth of power in the 
form of chastisement. ‘The Christian yields 
humbly and submissively, with a certainty 
that every visitation is intended for his good, 
and must therefore be followed by a great 
deliverance and exaltation. St Peter doubtless 
refers to our Lord's saying, **He that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted," (cf. also 
Matt. xviii. 4,) but he has in mind specially 


such submission as was shewn by our Lord in 
Gethsemane. 

in due time] This follows the version of 
Erasmus, and accords with classical usage; 
but here the word evidently refers to the time 
when our Lord at His second coming will 
give a crown of glory to the humble. 


7. Casting all your care...be caretb] Two 
very different words are used here in reference 
to man’s care—which involves anxiety, and 
is to be suppressed or thrown off—and God's 
care which is loving and providential. ‘The 
expression rendered, casting all your care, 
should therefore be understood, “casting all 
your anxiety upon him," though the render- 
ing of the A.V. may be preserved. St Peter 
refers to Ps. lv. 22, but he does not quote 
exactly either the Hebrew (which has a 
peculiar and difficult word for “care,” see 
note zz Joc.), or the LXX., which in the 
second clause follows the Hebrew, whereas 
our Apostle introduces a new and very affect- 
ing thought, indicating the fulness of Divine 
sympathy. Such references are not to be re- 
garded either as direct quotations, or as im- 
perfect reminiscences, but as expressions of 
thought worked out in Christian conscious- 
ness. 

Jor| Omit this word, which is not found 
in the oldest MSS. 


8. Be sober, be vigilant] The sobriety of 
mind and spirit is here indicated, without 
which watchfulness would degenerate into 
anxiety. ** Watch" is the last word in the 
last general exhortation of our Lord before 
His Passion, Mark xiii. 37. 

your adversary tbe devil] ‘The two words 
point to the special forms in which the 
Christian must look for trial. ‘The adver- 
sary’ is the maintainer of the opposite side in 
a trial for life or death; ‘the devil,’ taken in 
its proper sense, means calumniator, one who 
knowingly advances false charges; the most 
formidable designation of Satan, exactly ex- 
pressing the Hebrew name. 

‘The expression, ‘goeth about,” is peculiarly 
graphic, describing the evil one as ‘ prowling 
about, not daring to enter the fold, but ready 
to seize any wanderer and to devour him.” 
The craft as well as the ferocity of Satan is 
distinctly set before us. ‘The word rendered 
*roaring" is specially used to indicate the 
howl of the lion or wolf in fierce hunger (cf. 
Hesychius, kvpíos émi Mug 3) Aókov 7) Aeóv- 
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lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour : 

Whom resist stedfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same afflictions are 
accomplished in your brethren that 
are in the world. 

10 But the God of all grace, who 


K PETER M. 


[v. 9—12. 


hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

1I To him Ze glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother 








Tov), and it has the effect of utterly prostrat- 
ing the animal energies of those whom it does 
not rouse to exertion. Under this most strik- 
ing image the Apostle describes the tempta- 
tions which ever beset the Christian, and most 
specially in times of persecution. 'The roaring 
of the lion finds its counterpart in the menaces 
and writings of fanatic Jews and heathens, 
and Wetstein, who quotes a passage from the 
Talmud, * Aboth’ 36, to the effect that evil 
angels run to and fro from one end of the 
world to the other, takes it here as referring 
specially to calumnious accusations before 
heathen magistrates. This however but par- 
tially represents the meaning. ‘The exhorta- 
tion applies to all times and all classes of 
Christians. i; 


9. Whom resist stedfast in the faith] With- 
out dwelling upon the metaphor, so com- 
pletely wrought out by St Paul, Eph. vi. 13 £., 
our Apostle evidently has it present to his 
mind. ‘The one great point however, on which 
the *  rock-man ” Peter concentrates attention, 
is the firmness, solid, rock-like stedfastness, 
which has its root and sustenance in faith. 
He well knew the effects of the presence and 
of the loss or failure of that central principle. 

knowing| ‘This implies that persecutions 
were already breaking out in all parts of the 
Roman empire; but the word, ** are accom- 
plished,” requires attention. It means not 
that the afflictions have been accomplished, or 
more properly *' fulfilled," but that they were, 
at the time when St Peter wrote, in process of 
fulfilment. ‘The word fulfilment refers espe- 
cially to the sufferings as in accordance with 
the Divine purpose, a thought of which an 
echo is heard in the beginning of the ‘ Iliad.’ 

your brethren that are in the world] Lit. 
“your brotherhood (a word used in the 
New Testament only by St Peter, cf. ch. ii. 
17), in the world,” i.e. in different parts of 
the world, whether extending beyond the 
Roman empire is uncertain: but there are no 
records of persecutions at that time save with- 
in the dominions of Nero. 


10, 1l. END or THE EPISTLE; sum- 
ming up its whole purport in a prayer singular 
for its completeness, and followed by an 
ascription of glory due to God. 


10. But the God...called us| Or, according 
to all the best MSS., * who called (om. hath) 
you.” The God of all grace, to Him the origin 


and perpetual source of all grace, the calling 
of Christians is invariably attributed in the 
New Testament. 

by Christ Jesus] More literally, in Christ 
(the two oldest MSS..omit ** Jesus,” which 
however stands on good authority, and would 
hardly have been left out by our Apostle in 
this great prayer). The word in includes, 
but extends farther than dy. Christ is the life, 
head, and very principle of all existence to the 
Christian. 

after that ye have suffered a while] ‘This 
rendering obscures the reference to the begin- 
ning of the Epistle, i. 6, in which the short- 
ness and comparative lightness of the sufferings 
of Christians are spoken of. ‘The word ren- 
dered *a while,” lit. *a little,” includes 
both the brevity of the time and the com- 
parative lightness of the sufferings. 

make you perfect. ..settle you] Or, “will make 
you," &c. The MSS. vary between the future 
and the optative. Good reason may be alleged 
for either, the former expresses a certain con- 
viction, the latter a strong desire and trust. 
The former however seems preferable; cf. 
2 Cor.ix. xo; Phil. iv. 19, where the future 
is used, though some MSS. have the same 
variant as here. 

Here we have another instance of St Peter's 
habit of condensing a whole series of lofty 
thoughts in a few pregnant words. Each of 
the four words which he uses has a distinct 
sense; the first rendered make you perfect 
is properly applied to a thorough process of 
amendment, bringing for instance a damaged 
net into perfect order, the occupation of the 
fishermen when our Lord called them, Matt, 
iv. 21; Mark i. xg. Stadlish, elsewhere ren- 
dered confirm, is the second step in the pro- 
cess of conversion, used to denote the object 
of Apostles in a second missionary journey ; 
strengthen (the Greek word is used only by 
St Peter) refers to the imparting of spiritual 
strength, cf. Eph. ili. 163 settle -(cf. Ephes. 
iii. 17, where it is rendered **grounded") is 
an emphatic word: looking upon the Christian 
as corrected, confirmed, strengthened, St Peter 
sums up allin the one great thought that he 
must be * founded on the rock," Matt. vii. 
25, where the same word is used. N.B. Here 
the word is omitted in two old MSS., but 
is to be retained as in accordance with St 
Peter's style and with the context. 


11. be glory and dominion] ‘This ascription 


¥.t 3:] 


unto you, as I suppose, I have writ- 
ten briefly, exhorting, and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God 
wherein ye stand. 


seems to have undergone a slight interpolation, 
not unnatural, as common in other passages, 
but here somewhat obscuring the connection 
of thought. Read to Him be the might. 
The prominent feeling in St Peter’s mind is 
that all the power and might, in virtue of 
which the Christian can alone maintain his 
integrity, belongs to God, and is derived from 
Him only. 


12—14. SALUTATIONS, as usual, after the 
proper close of the Epistle, follow and com- 
plete St Peter's object. 


12. By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto 
you, as I suppose, I have written] For the 
correct rendering see the following note. This 
notice is of extreme importance, but two 
points require attention in considering the 
precise meaning of the words. 

as I suppose] scarcely represents the mind of 
St Peter; his word (Aeyi(ouav) implies no 
mere conjecture, or opinion, buf an estimate 
resting on rational and sure grounds. Cf. 
Rom. vill. 18. He gives this expression of 
well-grounded confidence in order to satisfy 
all his readers that the Silvanus whom they 
knew well as the companion of St Paul, 
was equally esteemed and trusted by him- 
self; a point never lost sight of in this 
Epistle is the existence of perfect harmony 
of principle and feeling between himself and 
St Paul. The words unto you are referred 
in our version to the opinion or feelings 
of the Churches to whom Silvanus bore the 
Epistle; but it is far more reasonable to 
connect it with the verb I have written; St 
Peter was not concerned to tell his readers 
that Silvanus was well known and trusted 
by them; he was concerned to tell them 
that in his deliberate opinion Silvanus was a 
true, faithful brother in Christ. ‘This con- 
nection comes out distinctly if we adopt the 
rendering By Silvanus, the (not a as in 
A.V.) faithful brother, as I judge, I 
write unto you in few words. ‘I write,’ 
not ‘I have written,’ lit. I wrote; in accord- 
ance with Greek usage St Peter uses what 
is called the epistolary aorist, lit. I wrote, 
i.e. when I penned the Epistle. He is careful 
to call attention to three points; that he writes 
using Silvanus as his messenger, that Silvanus 
is well known to his readers, and enjoys his 
perfect confidence; and that his Epistle, com- 
pared probably with the great doctrinal 
Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians, is 
studiously short, not so much expounding or 
discussing, as stating concisely the funda- 
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13 The church that is at Ba- 
bylon, elected together with you, 
saluteth you; and se doth Marcus 
my son. 








mental principles of all Christian teaching— 
hence the special force of the next clause. 

exhorting, and testifying, &c.] Both words 
have special force, the first implies an earnest 
and persuasive form of address, see note above 
on v. 1; the next a strong attestation. St Peter 
has in mind the necessity above all things of 
attesting the completeness and soundness of the 
faith as already received by them. ‘This is 
the true grace of God—that is the grace 
which they had been taught by St Paul. It 
is as forcible and convincing as St Paul’s own 
emphatic declaration in Gal. i. 11, 12; and 
coming from St Peter it carries with it the 
whole weight of Apostolic authority. 

wherein ye stand| ‘The oldest MSS. here 
have in which stand. St Peter changes his 
tone, as it were involuntarily and uncon- 
sciously passing from attestation to a vigorous 
admonition. ‘This is the true grace of God, 
see to it that ye do not fall from it. The 
common reading yields a sound and true sense, 
the grace in which ye now stand is the true 
grace; but the transition is singularly effec- 
tive. It is probable that St Peter refers to 
St Paul’s own words, 1 Cor. xv. 1; enforcing 
his statement by the change from the indica- 
tive to the imperative mood. 


13. be church that is at Babylon] Lit. 
“the co-elect in Babylon." ‘These few words 
present considerable difficulties. The word 
** church" is not in the Greek, but is accepted 
by nearly all commentators ancient and mo- 
dern as the true meaning.—' The church in 
Babylon elect together with the churches to 
which the Epistle is addressed. But for the 
consent of old and modern interpreters the 
word /ady or woman would naturally be 
supplied; and the elect lady of 2 John 1 
comes nearest to the expression. ‘There how- 
ever the lady probably means the Church ad- 
dressed by St John. In either case therefore 
the sense would remain substantially the same, 
but it must be noticed as a mystical or sym- 
bolical expression, and as such bearing upon 
the interpretation of the next word. 

at Babylon] See Introduction, $ 4. We have 
here to remark (1) that the city of Babylon at 
that time was certainly not the seat of a Chris- 
tian community ; (2) that no ancient record 
has the slightest trace of St Peter's presence or 
work in Chaldza; (3) that all ancient authori- 
ties are unanimous in the assertion that the 
later year or years of his life were passed in 
the west of the Roman empire. On the other 
hand, Babylon was well known in Asia Minor 
during the lifetime of St John as the sym- 
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- I4 Greet ye one another with 
a kiss of charity. Peace be with 


bolical designation of Rome, and, as was 
before pointed out, the whole phrase has a 
symbolical form or tone. Accordingly we 
find an absolute consensus of ancient inter- 
preters that here Babylon must be understood 
as equivalent to Rome. ‘There was good 
reason why such a name should be here given 
to it. All the persecutions then impending, in 
fact already in progress, came from the city, 
which succeeded Babylon as the type and 
centre of antichristian forces. ‘The Church 
elect together with other Churches suggested 
the remarkable contrast ; from that little com- 
munity, faithful and loved by all, came the 
salutation of peace in antithesis to the howl- 
ings of persecution. We adopt without the 
least misgiving this explanation of the word 
as alone according with the mind of the 
Apostle, and with the testimony of the early 
Church. So also "Thiersch, Ewald, and Hil- 
genfeld very positively, * Einl. p. 683. 

Marcus my son) It is generally, all but 
universally, admitted that *John whose sur- 
name was Mark' is here meant. He was 
probably converted by St Peter, who was on 
terms of affectionate and close intercourse with 
Mary his mother; and at the latter time of 
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[v. 14. 


you all that are in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 





the Apostle's life he was employed by him as 
his amanuensis, so the oldest tradition asserts. 
'This mention adds somewhat to the form of 
the preceding arguments, which identify Baby- 
lon with Rome, there being ample proof that 
St Mark wrote his Gospel in that city. The 
salutation would have a special interest con- 
sidering the early relations between Mark and 
the Churches of the East. For instances of the 
very common idiom *'son'— pupil or disciple, 
see Potter on Clem. Alex. *Str.' 1. p. 317. 


14. with a kiss of charity| Cf. Rom. xvi. 
16, and notice the connection between this 
and the reiterated exhortations to brotherly 
love. 

Peace...Christ Jesus| Or, Peace to you 
all who are in Christ. The name Jesus 
stands on fair authority, but is omitted in 
the oldest MSS. Who are in Christ does not 
imply a suggestion that some only of those 
whom St Peter addresses are true Christians, 
a thought which, however true, was not pro- 
bably in the mind of the Apostle, who em- 
braced all in loving trust, and prayed for the 
peace of all who bore the name of Christ and 
had been baptized into Him, 
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N dealing with this Epistle it will be 
most convenient to notice (1) The 
external evidence which relates to it; 
(2) The internal marks of its genuine- 
ness and authenticity. 

The former of these enquiries will be 
very brief, for though included among 
the Canonical Books of the New Testa- 
ment at the Council of Laodicea!, the 
second Epistle ascribed to St Peter was 
not generally accepted in the early 
Church as a part of Canonical Scripture, 
neither are allusions to it nor quotations 
from it of frequent occurrence in the 
early Christian writings. Eusebius pro- 
bably represénts the sense of a large 
part of the Christian Church of his time, 
when at the beginning of the fourth 
century he writes*, “One Epistle of 
Peter called his first is generally accepted, 
and this the presbyters of old have 
quoted in their writings as undoubtedly 
genuine ; but that which is circulated as 
his second we have received to be not 
canonical; nevertheless as it appeared 
useful to many it has been diligently 
studied along with the other Scriptures." 
And later on?, when he divides the 
books of Scripture into three classes, 
those undoubtedly accepted; those not 
canonical, but disputed ; and those that 


1 A.D. 366. Canon LIX. 

2 «H. E? i. 3. Itis worth while to quote 
the Greek of the latter part of the sentence ovk 
évüiifüqkov pèv elvae maperndapyev’ Gps dé TON- 
ois xonoywos aveisa merà Tay dANov éamovódatn 
ypapav. 

S OTT, IIT, 25. 


are spurious; he places the Second 
Epistle of St Peter among the disputed 
books. 

For though the Epistle undoubtedly 
was in circulation long before the time 
of Eusebius it was not widely known, as 
iar as we can find, nor much quoted. 
The earliest coincidence with its lan- 
guage is found in the first Epistle of 
Clement of Rome to the Corinthians, a 
work written about the close of the first 
century. In chapter xxiii. of that Epistle 
we read, * We have heard these things 
even in the days of our fathers, and 
behold we have grown old and none of 
these things has happened unto us." 
The same statement is quoted also in 
the second Epistle of Clement, written 
perhaps in the middle of the second 
century’, but with some modifications. 
There we find * We have heard all these 
things even in the days of our fathers, 
but though we have expected day by 
day, we have seen none of them®*.” 
These words are very like 2 Pet. iii. 4 ; 
and when we see how the two passages 
vary in expression we can understand 
how a writer giving, as was the custom 
with the early Christian Fathers, the 
substance rather than the precise lan- 
guage of the older Epistle might bring 
St Peter's words into the forms in which 
they here appear, yet we cannot be cer- 
tain that the quotation is made from our 


1 See Westcott, *On the Canon,' p. 161 (ard 
edit. ). 
2 «5 Clem. ad Cor.’ cap. XI. 
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Epistle’. Of like uncertainty is the lan- 
guage of Polycarp, where he says, ‘“nei- 
ther I nor any other like me can follow 
the wisdom of the blessed and glorious 
Paul,” words which may be an echo of 
2 Pet. iii. 15, but about which it is im- 
possible to speak surely. So too with 
the words? of Melito, bishop of Sardis 
(A.D. 170): “There was once a flood 
and chosen men were destroyed by a 
mighty north wind...... so also it will be 
at the last time: there shall be a flood 
of fire, and the earth shall be burnt up 
together with its mountains and men 
shall be burnt up together with their 
IdOlS ss.. and the sea together with its 
isles shall be burnt; and the just shall 
be delivered from the fury like their 
fellows in the ark from the waters of the 
deluge.” This passage may have been 
suggested by the language of 2 Pet. iii. 
5—7, but it is not possible to affirm that 
it was so. 

Next in order of time comes Theo- 
philus, bishop of Antioch (A.D. 168— 
180), who writes* thus: “ The ordinance 
of God is this, His word, shining like a 
lamp in a house which encloses it, illu- 
mines the whole world under heaven.” 
Here we have a comparison which St 
Peter employs.(2 Pet. i. 19), but the lan- 
guage of the Apostle in that passage is 
so striking and unique that it is hard to 
believe Theophilus is drawing from him, 
with so little imitation of his precise 
words, a simile that he might have found 
in many places besides. ‘There is how- 
ever another sentence in the same trea- 
tise’ which has the look of a paraphrase 
of 2 Pet. i. 20, 21: * Men of God moved 
by the Holy Ghost, and becoming pro- 
phets inspired and made wise by God 
Himself, became taught of God ;" and 
the occurrence of this passage, in which 
the original words? bespeak, more than 

1 The two passages are interesting in connec- 
tion with St Peter's second Epistle for another 
reason. In the latter, the quotation is prefaced 
by Xéyet yap kal 6 arpodmrikós Nóyos... (cf. 2 Pet. 
f i. 19), While in the first Epistle it is termed 
7) ypapn avrn ÓTov Néyet... 

? ‘Ep. ad Phil.’ rrt. Polycarp was martyred 
A.D. 156. See Introd. to 1st Peter 8 6 and notes. 

? Cureton, *Spicilegium Syriacum, p. 48. 

* < Ad Autolycum,’ 11. 13, p. 92 (ed. Colon). 
5 * Ad Autolycum,’ II. 9, p. 87. 

$ <The mvevuaropdpor mvebuaros dylov of Theo- 
philus seems to be drawn from the úrò rvetparos 
aylou pepduevor of the Epistle, while the expres- 
sion of Tod Oeo dyOpwro is not unlike the 
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the English can be made to do, an ac- 
quaintance with St Peter’s Epistles, gives 
us fair ground for believing that Theo- 
philus was acquainted with this second 
Epistle. 

When however we come to Clement 
of Alexandria (A.D. 165—220), we seem 
to gain some sure evidence of the exist- 
ence of our Epistle. It is true that in 
the extant works of that Father we have 
no reference to it, but Eusebius has pre- 
served for us! a notice of his labours 
which seems conclusive for his know- 
ledge of the Second Epistle of St Peter. 
The words are “In his Outlines, to speak 
briefly, Clement has given concise expla- 
nations of all the Canonical Scriptures, 
not omitting the disputed books (avre 
Xeyopévas), I mean the Epistle of Jude 
and the remaining Catholic Epistles, 
also the Epistle of Barnabas and the so- 
called Apocalypse of Peter" Now as 
Eusebius elsewhere (111. 25) gives us a 
list of these disputed books, using the 
same word to designate them, and in- 
cludes among them the Second Epistle 
of St Peter, there can be little doubt 
that he intended it to be included here 
under the phrase **the remaining Catholic 
Epistles." We seem therefore to be safe 
in concluding that our Epistle was known 
to, and had a short exposition written on 
it by, the Bishop of Alexandria. 

In the writings of Hippolytus, bishop 
of Portus (A.D. 220), we find allusions to 
the Second Epistle of St Peter. Thus?: 
*these fathers (the prophets) were fur- 
nished with the Spirit and largely 
honoured by the Word Himself...... and 
when moved by Him they announced 
what God willed. For they spake not 
of their own power (let me not lead you 
wrong), neither did they declare what 
pleased themselves, but first of all they 
were rightly gifted with wisdom by the 
Word, and then were duly instructed 
about the future by visions. So when ` 
convinced they spake those things which 
God had revealed to them alone.” These 
words may almost certainly be taken as 
an expansion of 2 Pet. i. 21. 

Further in a letter? of Firmilian, bp. 


Apostles phrase, at least according to some MSS. 
TROET RE EET 
? * De Antichristo, 2. 
3 "The letter is preserved with those of Cyprian, 
Ep. 75, Oxf. edit. 
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of Cæsarea in Cappadocia, to Cyprian, 
bishop of Carthage, we have an undoubt- 
ed reference to 2 Peter. The writer 
1s speaking of Stephen, bishop of Rome, 
and says that in breaking the peace of 
the Church he is “defaming Peter and 
Paul, the blessed Apostles, as if the very 
men delivered this rule, who in their 
Epistles execrated heretics and warned 
us to avoid them.” There is no sentence 
in St Peter's first Epistle to which these 
words would apply, they must therefore 
be referred to the exhortations against 
false teachers, of which the second 
Epistle is full. 

It is also clear that Origen, who died 
A.D. 253, knew of both St Peter's Epistles, 
for we have first his statement preserved 
for us by Eusebius': *Peter, on whom 
Christ's Church is built, against which the 
gates of hell shall not prevail, has left 
one Epistle generally accepted. Grant 
also a second, for it is a matter of ques- 
tion.” And in the Latin version (which 
alone is preserved to us) of a Homily on 
Joshua’, he says “Peter moreover sounds 
loudly on the twofold trumpet of his 
Epistles.” And in another Homily? he is 
represented, by his translator, as writing 
“Peter says, Ye have been made par- 
takers of the Divine nature.” Beyond 
this amount of recognition we have no 
external evidence concerning the second 
Epistle, before its acceptance into the 
Canon at the Council of Laodicea. For 
the supposed allusions in Justin Martyr’, 
Athenagoras?, and Methodius®, bishop 
of Tyre, are not certainly to be cited as 
drawn from this Epistle, nor can hardly 
be called citations in any proper sense. 

Yet even this small amount of evidence 
testifies to a wide circulation of the 
Epistle. In the far separated districts 
of Alexandria, Palestine, Cappadocia, 
Proconsular Asia, Italy and Carthage, 
were Christians into whose hands the 
Epistle had come, and they shew by their 
allusions that they supposed those for 
whom they were writing to be able to 
appreciate citations drawn from it and 
therefore to have seen and read it. We 


Sleeve 2)5 « 

* Hom. Iv. in Josh.’ 

* Hom. Iv. in Levit.’ 

* Dialogue with Trypho,’ c..89. 
* Legatio pro Christianis, p. 9. 
* Apud Epiph. Heer.’ LXIV. 31. 
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shall not then be wrong in assuming 
that much more evidence than we now 
possess was laid before the Fathers at 
Laodicea when they admitted this second 
Epistle into the Canon in spite of the 
doubts which in certain quarters had been 
cast upon it; and its acceptance, after 
having been classed among the disputed 
books so distinctly, is the best possible 
assurance that there was satisfactory proof 
then existing that the Epistle was what it 
professes to be. 

In the absence of any more external 
evidence we must turn to the Epistle it- 
self, and see what testimony can be de- 
duced from its own language And 
we may with advantage take the points 
to be considered in the following order: 


(1) The author's statements concern- 
ing himself, and the manner in which 
these are made. 


(2) The persons for whom the Epistle 
professes to be written. 


(3) The sentiments contained in it 
compared with those of the First Epistle 
of St Peter. 


(4) The style and language of this 
Epistle as compared with 


(a) St Peter's first Epistle. 


(6) The language ascribed to St 
Peter in the Acts of the Apostles. 


(c) Such traces of St Peter's language 
and manner as can be gathered 
from the Gospels. 


(5) A comparison of the language with 
the New Testament diction generally. 


(6) Other internal evidence of genu- 
ineness and authenticity. 


(1) Theauthor of our Epistle calls him- 
self Symeon [Simon] Peter and claims to 
be an Apostle of Jesus Christ (i. 1, iii. 2). 
He further states that he has already 
written an Epistle to those whom he 
is now addressing (ii. 1). He speaks 
as an old man, whose death is near 
at hand (i. 14), and claims on this 
ground the right of calling to the re- 
membrance of those to whom he writes 
the solemn lessons which they had 
learnt both from the Old Testament 
prophecies, and from those who had 
spoken to them in the name of Jesus 
Christ (iii. 2). The whole of the Epistle, 
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in its illustrations and quotations bears 
evidence that the writer wasa Jew. But 
the most solemn portion of the letter is 
that wherein he asserts that he was one 
of those who had been present at the 
Transfiguration. For the naturalness of 
the manner in which he introduces this 
personal notice, and the tokens of truth- 
fulness which the statement contains, see 
the notes on 1. 14—19. It is difficult 
to believe that any one could have made 
the declarations which there appear, in 
an Epistle specially directed against false 
teachers, if he were merely writing in an 
assumed character, and using a name of 
repute to gain currency for a letter which 
under his own name might have been less 
acceptable. 

When such are the claims of the writer, 
made in such solemn manner, we cannot 
reject what he says without comparing 
the Epistle with everything else which 
may bear upon it, and enquiring whether 
the character of the writing will allow us 
to receive it for what it claims to be. 
And especially should we compare it in 
every particular with the first Epistle, 
which is on all hands accepted as a verit- 
able letter of St Peter. 

(2) If St Peter wrote this second letter, 
it is addressed to the same persons to 
whom he sent the first. Now this Epistle 
is written to Christians of whom a large 
portion had been converted from Ju- 
daism* but who appear to be living amid 
non-Jewish populations (ii. 18). That 
they had many of them been Jews either 
by birth or as proselytes and were known 
to be familiar with the writings of the 
Old Testament is clear from the use 
which the writer makes of the Scrip- 
tures of the older Covenant to illus- 
trate and enforce all that he has to 
say. Even allusions to Jewish tradi- 
tion (ii. 4) are presumed to be quite un- 
derstood by these converts, and they 
have access to the same prophecies as 
the Apostle himself, and have been taught 
by them, and also to value them most 
highly. But they were also acquainted 


1 On this point see Introduction to 1 Peter § 3. 
There can be no doubt that the Second Epistle 
was equally general with the First, and though 
we may suppose St Peter by birth more attached 
to the Jews, there can be no question that our 
Epistle is intended for both Jews and Gentiles, 
There was no faction among those to whom it 
was addressed. 
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with St Paul's Epistles (iii. 15), and to 
some of those here addressed that A- 
postle had written. They knew too 
that St Paul's Epistles were numerous. 
'The affectionate terms in which the writer 
speaks to them, calling them brethren 
(i. 10), employing language which betrays 
marked personal interest (1. 12, 13), and 
repeatedly using ‘the epithet “beloved” 
(iil. 1, 8, 14, 17), bespeak great affection 
on the part of the author; while some of 
his words (i. 18) can hardly mean any- 
thing but that he himself had preached 
and laboured among those to whom he 
now sends his second letter of exhorta- 
tion in his old age. ‘Throughout the 
whole Epistle he appears to be well ac- 
quainted with their spiritual condition 
(i. I—4, 12, lil. 14, 17) and knows that 
they are still stedfast in the faith, and 
writes only to remind them that danger 
is near, and to bid them be watchful 
against it. 

As far as all this is concerned the re- 
cipients of the second Epistle may very 
well have been the same persons as 
those to whom the first was sent. For 
among these latter were also many Jews 
dispersed in the lands of the Gentiles 
(rapertdnpor Siacropds, 1 Pet. i. 1) in 
the districts of Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Proconsular Asia and Bithynial. 
They also can be appealed to by the 
writings of the prophets (1 Pet. i. ro), 
and the Apostle can illustrate his teach- 
ing to them from the Old Testament 
Scriptures (i. 16, ii. 6, xo, iii. 6, 20) with 
full assurance that he will be understood, 
and he writes to them as to men who 
had received traditions from which they 
needed to be redeemed (i. 18), while the 
minute exhortations given throughout 
the whole letter not only to the Christian 
congregations in general, but to citizens 
on their duty as such (ii. 13—17), to 
servants (il. 18), to wives (ii. 1—8), to 
husbands (iii. 7), to elders (v. 1—4), to 


1 On this point see Canon Cook’s instructive 
notes on 1 Pet. i r. I should agree with all 
that is there advanced to shew that there was no 
opposition between the two Apostles, or among the 
converts to whom they wrote, for both had alike 
written to these Christian congregations; but 
the addition of the names of districts in the 
opening verse of the first Epistle makes it appear 
to me more probable that a literal rather than a 
figurative sense should be given there to the word 
Siacmopa. 
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the young (v. 5), betray an intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance with the condition of 
those to whom the Epistle is sent, which 
without any express statement would leave 
the impression that St Peter had visited 
and preached among those for whom he 
is so minutely anxious. And he ad- 
dresses them in the like affectionate tone 
used in the second Epistle (ii. 11, iv. 12), 
while we may be sure that those who 
received a letter by the hands of Silvanus, 
and were greeted by Mark, could not fail 
to be acquainted with what St Paul had 
both written and taught. Judging there- 
fore from the contents of the Epistles 
there is no reason why the latter should 
not have been sent to the same people 
as the former. 

(3) And while from internal evidence 
we may allow both the Epistles to have 
been directed to the same readers, we can 
see also from their contents that they 
breathe the same spirit, and convey the 
same teaching. The writer of both ex- 
pected that the end of the world was 
near Cf. r Pet. i 5, of the “salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time," and 
1 Pet. iv. 7, “The end of all things is at 
hand,” with 2 Pet. iii. 3, 10, “There shall 
come in the last days scoffers," and the 
times of the scoffers were close at hand; 
and “the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night." In both Epistles the 
writer teaches that prophecy does not 
bear with it its own interpretation (cf. 
r Pet. i ro, rr and 2 Pet. i 20) Both 
alike dwell on the small number who 
were saved at the Flood (ri Pet. iii. 20 
and 2 Pet. i. 5, iii. 6); both have the 
same sentiments on the nature and right 
use of Christian liberty (1 Pet. ii. 16; 2 
Pet. ii. 19) and dwell with equal emphasis 
on the value of prophecy (1 Pet. i. ro— 
12; 2 Pet. i. 19, iii. 2). Both alike at- 
tribute aper; to God (1 Pet. ii. 9; 2 Pet. 
i. 3), and herein employ the word as it is 
nowhere else used in the New Testament. 
Hence we gather some additional indica- 
tions that the Epistle may be accepted 
for what it claims to be, the work of him 
who wrote the first Epistle. 

(44) But it is when we compare the 
actual words of both Epistles minutely 
that the evidence that they were both 
from the same hand becomes strongest. 
They are both alike full of graphic ex- 
pressions, words which call up a picture 
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to the mind as we read them. "Thus in 
I Peter we have zapakóyat (i. 12), “to 
stoop down that a good view of anything 
may be obtained ;” avafwodevor (i. 13), of 
the “girding up” the loins of the mind; 
$uiotv (ii. 15), properly “to muzzle,” of 
putting men to silence; émxdéAvupa (ii. 
16), for “a veil,” not a material one, but 
of maliciousness; oxoduds (ii. 18), *crook- 
ed, twisted," used of the froward in tem- 
per; koħadıćópevor (ii. 20); “slapped with 
the hand," of men buffeted for faults ; 
orhicagGe(iv. 1), “put on armour,” though 
it is used of mental'resolütion; éyxopP0- 
tage (v. 5), a word which indicates the 
putting on of a tight robe well rolled up, 
such as a slave would wear for hard work, 
is used to indicate the way in which 
humility is to be the everyday wear of 
the true Christian; while ópvóp.evos (v. 8) 
is a most picturesque word to express 
the fierce howling of a hungry lion to 
which Satan’s conductis compared. 

The same picturésqueness of diction 
is equally abundant in the second Epistle. 
Thus (2 Pet. i. 9) uvozáCov, *onewhocan- 
not see afar off," is ‘literally “one who 
has his eyes tight closed, either from in- 
tention or weakness of sight;" oxyjvepa. (i. 
13, 14), of the body, as the tabernacle of 
the soul; dwoddpos (i. 19), the light- 
bringer, for “the day-star ;” zAacós (ii. 3), 
that can be moulded or bent in any way, 
plastic, of “feigned” words; vverá£ew (ii. 
3), “to slumber,” literally “to nod in , 
sleep ;” reópócos (ii. 6), “turning into 
ashes;" Bacavi€ew (i. 8), “to vex,” lite- 
rally “to put to'torture ;" porfnddr (iii. 10), 
“with a great noise,” but the word im- 
plies the hurtling of weapons or the plash 
of many waters; orpeBdoir (iii. 16), “to 
wrest,” really ‘‘to put on the rack.” 

Again, if we compare the two Epistles 
in the matter of arag Neyoueva and rare 
words we shall find a like correspondence 
in their diction. The list in the first 
Epistle comprises avdxvous (iv. 4), dvaryev- 
vaw (i. 3), auapávrwos (v. 4), apdpavros 
(i. 4), avexAddyros (i. 8), matporapaðoros 
(i. 18), éxrevijs (iv. 8), &prvyévvgros (ii. 2), 
aðodos (ii. 2), tepárevpa (ii. 5, 9), 9rop- 
vávo (il. 21), Vroypappos (ii. 21), powy 
(ii. 24), éromrevo (ii. 12, iii. 2), éumAoxj. 
(iii. 3), évàvaus (iii. 3), olvopAvyia (iv. 3), 
adXorpioerioKoros (iv. 15), dpxvrotuyv (v. 
4) cevwekAekrós (v. 13). Now many of 
these words are specimens of that strong 
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figurative diction whichis notunfrequently 
found among unlearned but still vigorous 
and thoughtful men. Had it been an 
imitator who had set about writing the 
second Epistle we may be confident that 
a close study of the language of the first 
would have made him aware of this cha- 
racteristic of St Peter's diction, and we 
should have been sure to find some of 
the unusual words of the first letter re- 
produced in the second. A writer who 
meant to pass his work off as St Peter's 
composition must have set such a stamp 
upon his writing. But the actual case is 
not of that nature. The second Epistle 
abounds like the first with unusual or 
unique words, but there are none among 
them which connect it with the previous 
letter. The peculiarity of style is as 
prominent as ever, but it is developed in 
entirely new materials. The unique words 
of the second Epistle are mainly these : 
icóruuos (i. 1), pvordéw (i. 9), eromrys 
(i. 16), avxpypds (i. 19), &avy&£o (i. 19), 
Qocdopos (i. 19), rivos (i. 20), raxwós 
(i. 14, ii 1), raprapóo (il. 4), macros 
(ll. 3), éxmadau (il. 3, lii. 5), cepa (ii. 4), 
Bréupo (i. 8), pôpos (i. 13), evtpupaw 
(il. 13), akardzavoros (i. 14), mapadpovía 
(i. 16), e€papa (ii. 22), kóħopa (il. 22), 
potnsov (ili. ro), Kavodw (iii. ro, 12), 
Ovavógros (ill, 16), dorypuctos (ii. 14, iii. 
16), OTNPLY [LOS (iii. pay) 

It will be seen that many of these 
,. words are of the same character in every 
respect as those used in the first Epistle, 
words which would be employed by a 
writer who had a very graphic manner 
of expression, and gave word-pictures in 
all that he said or wrote, but they are 
not those which an imitator of the first 
Epistle would have chosen that he might 
impress the reader with the notion that 
the author of one letter was the author 
of the other. 

(4 b) 1f we turn now to the language 
which is ascribed to St Peter in the Acts 
of the Apostles, we shall find that there 
are many indications that the speaker 
was the same person, to judge from his 
words, as the writer of the Second 
Epistle. In 2 Pet. i. r we have Aayya- 
vev used of those “who have obtained 
the like faith." The word is found in 
the same sense Acts i. 17, where Peter 
speaks of Judas having “ obtained part of 
this ministry.” But in this sense the 
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word is found nowhere else in the New 
Testament. So evoéflea, holiness (A.V. 
godliness), is used 2 Pet. i. 7 of a poten- 
tiality in exercise, which will make its 
possessor fruitful in good works, just as 
St Peter says (Acts iii. 12), * Why look 
ye on us as though by our own power or 
holiness we had made this man to walk." 
In like manner the use of &vopos (unlawful) 
concerning things and not persons is con- 
fined to St Peter in the Acts and to the 
writer of this Epistle (cp. 2 Pet. ii. 8 with 
Acts ii. 23). Everywhere else in the New 
Testament the word is used of persons. 
In 2 Pet. ii. 9 we have evoeBys of godly 
persons. In the Acts (x. 2, 7), in a de- 
scription which can hardly have come in 
the first instance from any other than 
St Peter, we find the same word em- 
ployed twice over in describing Corne- 
lius. The word occurs nowhere else in 
the New Testament, for in Acts xxii. 12 
the best MSS. and editions read evAa[grjs. 
Of the same kind is the writer's use 
(2 Pet. ii. 16, 18) of $0éyyouat, a very 
unusual verb for 7o speak. It is found 
(Acts iv. 18) in the report of the injunc- 
tion given to St Peter and his com- 
panions “not Zo speak nor teach in the 
name of Jesus," but nowhere else, and this 
report was most likely to be gathered 
first of all from the spokesman of the 
Apostles. So yuépa kvpíov, the day of 
the Lord, is found only in Acts ii. 2o and 
2 Pet. iii. ro, and once in St Paul's Epistles 
(x Thess. v. 2), but the whole passage in 
St Peter's second Epistle should be read 
along with the quotation in the Acts, 
and the thoughts will be seen to run in 
one and the same channel A further 
and most remarkable instance of the use 
of the same words is found in Acts i. 18 
compared with 2 Pet. ii. 13,15. In the 
first passage St Peter is speaking of Judas 
buying a piece of ground with the wages 
of iniquity (mobðs THs adixias), and in the 
Epistle the same expression is used of 
Balaam and of the sinners whom the 
writer compares with him: while the 
words are to be found nowhere else, 
These instances do not exhaust the points 
of similarity in diction, for AaXév (Acts 
ll 21 compared with 2 Pet. i. 21) is 
used in both books in the same way for 
God's message spoken to man, and ézd- 
yew of 2 Pet. ii 5 is like the use of the 
word in Acts v. 28. So too KxoAddlecbas 
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of Acts iv. 21, compared with the use of 
the same verb 2 Pet. ii. 9, and in no 
other passages. All these examples in 
the Acts occur either in St Peter's own 
speeches, or in narratives in which he 
appears as principal actor, and of which 
he must have been the first relater, and 
when brought together and compared 
with our Epistle they furnish a large 
amount of evidence such as could hardly 
be derived from any writings except 
those drawn from the same source. 

(4c) If we turn now to the Gospels 
we find some indications of a like nature. 
Tradition describes St Mark as the épyy- 
veurys of St Peter. If this be true, we 
should expect in the second Gospel to 
find. points of language which resemble 
our Epistle. Of such we have the verb 
ôwpéouaı used Mark xv. 45 and nowhere 
else in the New Testament, except 2 Pet. 
i 3. So too Bacavi~w in the same figura- 
tive sense in 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8, and Mark vi. 
48. Inthe same way both these writers 
employ rpépu.éw, a word uncommon in the 
New Testament (cf. Mark v. 33 with 2 
Pet.ii ro) Again, nowhere else is the 
word (atay) tempest used. Storms and 
tempests are often enough spoken of in 
the Gospels, but only in Mark iv. 37 
and 2 Pet. ii. 17 does this word appear. 

There are also several instances of 
close resemblance between the other 
Gospels and this Epistle. Thus the 
swine and dogs are spoken of together 
(ü. 22) exactly in the same way as in 
Matt. vi. 6. The day of the Lord is 
compared to a thief in the night (iii. 10) 
as in Matt. xxiv. 43. The way in which 
St Peter alludes to the Flood and to 
Sodom and Gomorrah recalls the mention 
of them by Christ (Matt. xxiv. 37 ; Luke 
xvii 26— 30), while in the xodalopevous 
of 2 Pet. il. 9 we have the echo of 
the kóAacis in Matt. xxv. 46; and the 
same may be said of 2 Pet. ii. 20, ‘‘ the 
latter end (rà éexora) has become worse 
than the beginning (ràv mpoórov)," which 
is drawn from our Lord's words, Matt. 
xii. 45. But perhaps the most striking 
passage of this kind in the whole Epistle 
is the allusion (i. 17, 18) to the narra- 
tives of the Transfiguration. Closely 
joined with these verses we have two 
words in the Apostle’s letter which revive 
the story of that great manifestation of 
Christ’s glory. In v. 13 we read “as long 
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as I am in this Zabernacle.”’ Now it was 
St Peter who at the Transfiguration had 
said, “Let us make three Za/erzaces." 
Then in z. 15, alluding to his own death, 
he writes, “after my departure” (&£o8ov), 
and at the Transfiguration Moses and 
Elias talked with Jesus of his “decease ” 
(also &£o8ov), which he should accomplish 
at Jerusalem. The two words seem to 
have revived the memory of the past, 
and immediately the writer passes to the 
mention of the vision of Christ’s glory 
in the Holy Mount. Such a train of 
thought is natural in St Peter, but would 
be marvellous in any other than one who 
had been a witness of the Transfigura- 
tion. 

(5) In comparing the Second Epistle 
of St Peter with the other New Testa- 
ment writings, the most important to 
be noticed are the Epistles of St Paul. 
We maintain that our Epistle is directed 
to congregations of Jews and Gentiles, 
among whom the latter had first minis- 
tered, but among whom St Peter also 
had laboured. Of course the employ- 
ment of the same words and phrases in 
their letters is not conclusive in respect 
of their joint interest in the persons ad- 
dressed, but it is of great importance as 
evidence that St Peter’s Epistle is not 
a composition of late date and of the 
second century. At that time the cir- 
cumstances of the Christian Churches 
had entirely changed, errors which in 
St Paul’s day were only just raising their 
heads had then grown into magnitude, 
and topics of discussion had become 
prominent of which the Apostolic age 
knew little or nothing. If St Peter’s 
Epistle therefore deals with the same 
subjects and in exactly the same spirit 
as those of his fellow Apostle, it is only 
just to suppose that the letter which has 
come down to us was written under the 
same circumstances and at the same time 
as St Paul’s. Now St Peter (2 Pet. i. 2) 
speaks of “ever growing knowledge” 
(éméyvocus) exactly as St Paul does in 
Rom. i. 28, iii. 20, and in many other 
places which have been alluded to in 
the notes. In a like tone does he deal 
(i. 16) with the “ fables" (46001) of which 
St Paul speaks 1 Tim. 1. 4 and iv. 7. 
The same covetousness (mvA«ove£ía) cha- 
racterizes the false teachers in the ex- 
perience of one Apostle and of the other 
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(cf. 2 Pet. ii 3 with 1 Tim. vi. 5; Titus 
i. rr): they make the same large pro- 
mises of liberty to those whom they 
desire to mislead (cf. 2 Pet. il. 19 with 
x Cor, x. 29 and, Gal. v. 13). The long- 
suffering of God and the end for which 
it was displayed St Peter (iil. 15) speaks 
of in words which seem to be derived 
from Rom. ii 4, and with them also 
may be compared Rom. ix. 22. The 
* false brethren unawares brought in who 
came in privily to spy out our liberty” 
(Gal ii 4) have their counterpart in 
those who *privily bring in heresies of 
destruction" (2 Pet. ii. 1), and indeed 
the whole position assumed by St Peter 
in reference to heretical teaching is very 
exactly that which is set before us in 
St Paul’s Epistles. The errors are of 
the same kind, their development is in 
the same stage, the artifices of their 
propounders are alike, and the whole 
pictures have so much in common that 
it seems unreasonable to place them at 


different periods of the Church’s history. - 


Those who have studied the fertile 
growth of various phases of false teach- 
ing in the Ecclesiastical history of the 
second ‘century, will find it difficult to 
believe that by a writer of that period, 
in a letter devoted in the main to a 
warning against errors of doctrine, so 
little should have been said of other 
forms of false teaching which then existed, 
and no hint given of any thing more 
than the earliest stages of Gnostic errors 
in teaching and in practice. 

It is worth while also to notice that 
the seducing teachers have no name in 
St Peters Epistle, whereas the same 
persons in the Revelation (ii. 14, 15) 
are called Nicolaitanes. The offenders 
there, as here, are those that hold 
the doctrine or follow the errors of 
Balaam the son of Beor, but by the date 
of the Revelation they had further gained 
a more definite appellation. “Thou 
also, as well as Israel of old,” it is said 
to the Church of Pergamos, “hast such 
teachers that hold the doctrines of the 
Nicolaitanes" Now whatever date is 
assigned to the Revelation, it was written 
long before the time at which those 
who dispute the authenticity of 2 Peter 
would fix its production. Yet it is strange 
that the definite title of these teachers 
does not appear in it, but only their 
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description in connexion with the name 
of the false prophet in whose steps they 
were treading. For this reason among 
others we should place 2 Peter be- 
fore the Apocalypse, and as the date 
of the Apocalypse is most likely before 
A.D. 70, this suits well with the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of the second 
Epistle of St Peter. 

(6) But beside these points of resem- 
blance in the language of the second 
Epistle both to the other writings of 
the New Testament, and to the acknow- 
ledged words of St Peter, there is a fea- 
ture of likeness between the first and 
second Epistles which deserves to be 
specially noted, and which contributes 
much to the evidence that they are both 
by the same hand. The mind of the 
writer in both letters continually becomes 
retrospective, and his recollections fashion 
the language which he uses. In the first 
Epistle we have this characteristic exem- 
plified in several instances. In chap. v. 
5 he writes, * be clothed with humility.” 
But no mere translation can give the 
force of the verb there used. It'signifies 
“to wrap tight round you a kind of over- 
dress which servants used when engaged 
in rough or dirty labour.” Now in the 
use of this word the writer seems to be 
carried back in mind to that occasion 
(John xiii. 4) when Jesus “laid aside his 
garments and took a towel and girded 
himself” and washed his disciples’ feet. 
The words of the Apostle are in an ex- 
hortation which begins “ All of you be 
subject one to another,” and his thoughts 
appear to revert to the way in which 
Christ had taught the same lesson, and 
he frames his language by a single word 
to point back to that scene, “ Wrap your 
humility tight about you, as a robe for 
work and wear," and so follow the ex- 
ample of Jesus when he washed the feet 
of his disciples. 

Exactly in the same way does he seem 
to look back to words of Jesus (Luke 
xii. 35), * Let your loins be girded and 
your lamps burning," when he says (i. 
13), * Gird up the loins of your mind." 
So too when he gives his exhortation to 
the elders (v. 2), “ Feed the flock of God ` 
which is among you," he is mindful of 
that interview of his with Christ which is 
related John xxi rs, r6, where a like 
charge was given to himself, and he fulfils 


THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER. 


to the best of his power the command 
(Luke xxii. 32), “when thou art con- 
verted strengthen thy brethren.” In i. 
17 too we have recalled most clearly 
St Peter’s own picture of the life of 
Cornelius (Acts x. 2) when we read, “ If 
ye call on the Father, who, without re- 
spect of persons judgeth according fo every 
man’s work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here zz fear." We may trace 
too a remembrance of his own inability 
to watch even a short time with. his 
Master, when “the hour” of his enemies 
and * the power of darkness” arrived, in 
those earnest exhortations to watchful- 
ness (v. 8) which he gives against, the 
attacks of the devil. 

But most of all does he dwell on the 
sufferings and resurrection of Jesus. His 
great claim to be heard is (v. 1) that he 
is “a witness of the sufferings of Christ.” 
He remembers the last prayer, ‘ Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit," 
so he exhorts those who have to suffer 
(iv. 19) to * commit the keeping of their 
souls to God in well-doing as unto a 
faithful Creator." And he makes special 
and constant allusion to the. Passion. 
The whole scene of Christ's trial is before 
his eyes as he writes the words (ii. 19— 
24), “What glory is it, if when ye be 
buffeted for your faults ye shall take it 
patiently?” The Greek word means 
“smitten with the palm of the hand” 
as Christ was smitten. And the one 
word recalls the whole scene, and he 
applies it at once for the purpose of his 
exhortation. — * Christ," he continues, 
* suffered for us, leaving us an example 
that ye should follow His steps: who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth, who when He was reviled, reviled 
not again, when He suffered He threat- 
ened not, but committed Himself to 
Him that judgeth righteously ; who His 
own self bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we being dead to sins 
should live unto righteousness, by whose 
stripes ye were healed." These words 
shew as we read them that all the terrible 
events of that sad day were minutely 
revived. 'The mockery and the blows, 
the scorn of the High-priest and his col- 
leagues, the submissive silent Jesus, are 
all depicted in his graphic words. He 
uses too for “tree” (jov) an unusual 
word, which he also employs in like 
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manner in two of his addresses in the 
Acts (v. 305; X. 39), while in the word 
for stripes (uóXeoy) we have the eye- 
witness clearly presented to us. It means 
properly **a wale or bruise" rising under 
the skin after a severe blow, and as we 
read the passage with this in mind, we 
can see that the writer's thoughts were 


on that mangled form which the hard 


blows had made to seem like a single 
bruise. 

Such is St Peter's way of thought and 
writing in the first Epistle. Of like kind 
in our second Epistle we. may.note the 
use of (8eXedZew).Zo catch with a bait, only ` 
employed here (ii. 14, 18) and by St 
James (i. 14) of the alluring of sinners 
unto evil ways, but in which the thought 
goes back to the fisherman’s life on the 
Lake of Galilee. : We can see too how 
he recurs, when he speaks of false 
teachers, to those words, which only he 
and three others appear to have heard 
from Jesus (cf. Matt. xxiv. 3 with Mark 
xiii. 3), * Many false prophets shall rise 
and.shall deceive many, and because 
iniquity.shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax .cold." Peter had seen, yea 
been part of, such a turning away ; and 
now when men are arising again “to 
deny the Master who bought them;" he 
almost. şes Christ's own words for the 
warning ,of his readers. Also he has 
strong in his mind the terms of that 
same discourse (Matt. xxiv. xxv.) when 
he writes (iii 3, 4) that “in the last days 
there shall come scoffers walking after 
their own lusts, and saying, * Where is 
the promise of;his coming?'" while 
Christ's solemn words on the same oc- 
casion, * Immediately after the .tribula- 
tion of those days shall «the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light,.and the stars shall fall from 
heaven and the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken, ,and then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven,” are 
echoed in the. exhortation (iii. 10) of the 
Epistle, where the words also look back 
to St Peter's Pentecostal sermon, “ The 
day of the Lord will come as a.thief in 
the night, when the elements sball melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be.burned 
up." 

Further, he seems ever: to have in his 
mind the charge (Luke .xxii 32), 
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“ Strengthen (otypiéov) thy brethren.” 
No version can give the force of the 
original, but the Apostle reproduces the 
thought when he says (i. 12), “F will 
not be negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things though ye 
know them and be established (éoTwpvy- 
pévovs) in the present truth." He had 
fulfilled his Apostolic duty and strength- 
ened them, but he would not through any 
neglect let them fall back into weakness. 
Once more, those who wrest the Scrip- 
tures (ill. 16) are “unlearned and xz- 
stable” (acrypixror), having no strength 
' or firmness of hold on the truth, while 
the better condition to which the Apostle 
hopes to have brought his hearers is 
noticed again by a form from the same 
word (iii. 17), * Beware lest ye...fall from 
your own sZedfastness ” (ornptypod). 

This feature of resemblance between ' 
the two Epistles has been dwelt on at 
more length because it is what an imita- 
tor would be most unlikely to reproduce. 
Such a writer may carefully study and 
imitate the external marks of style in the 
author whom he intends to copy; but to 
enter into the man's mind, to look back 
with the vision of another over a life of 
which he has had no experience, and to 
reproduce touches the same in kind but 
different in particulars; yet such' as would 
have been natural to the thought of the 
true writer, this is beyond imitator's 
work. 

And there are not wanting other indi- 
cations that our writer was not a forger. 
A forger would néver have written 
** Symeon Peter” (i. 1), nor have' varied 
from the terms of the heavenly message, 
at least as reported in some of the 
Gospels, when he was“ describing- the 
Transfiguration. He would also’ hardly 
have ventured to claim so’ solemnly for 
himself a share in that scene, while he'is 
writing against teachers of falsehood, if 
his words had not been true, nor would. 
he have glided so naturally from the 
singular number to the plural in that 
narrative, just where the change is most 
suitable, nor would he have allowed, as 
he does, any testimony of prophecy to 
be counted of more certainty than the' 
vision from. heaven which he was pro- 
fessing to have seen. A second century 
imitator would hardly have spoken as’ 
our Epistle speaks (ii. r5) of our“ 


INTRODUCTION TO 


beloved brother Paul,” but would have 
used terms of greater honour and re- 
spect, such as were common in writers 
of that date’, nor would he have 
failed to conclude his Epistle with a 
solemn ascription and Doxology as is 
done in the close of the first Epistle. 
Once more, the very difference of tone 
on some points in the two Epistles 
seems to mark them both as genuine. 
For example, in the first, where the ob- 
ject is to give comfort under trial, and 
to exhort unto patience “those who 
are being kept by the power of God unto 
salvation,” the second coming of Christ 
may fitly be spoken of as a Revelation 
(aokdAvyis, 1 Pet. i. 5), for they were 
preparing to welcome his appearing with 
the cry of the writer of the Apocalypse, 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus" But 
when false teachers are abroad it is a 
time for Christ's coming to be set forth 
in another light. 'To those who fall 
away it‘will be a (zapovoía) coming, ‘a 
presence, but not one to which they have 
looked with joy. To them it will be 
* the great and terrible day of the Lord? 
and the ** day of judgment" (iii. 7). 

We can see too why Christ is so often 
called Saviour (cwryp) in the second 
Epistle from the same consideration. 
He had bought, redeemed His people, 
this constituted Him their Saviour, this 
was the great claim He had upon their 
love, and this is the reason why by the 
name which he so delights to apply to 
the Lord; the writer of the second Epistle 
gives emphasis to the work of Christ in 
man’s redemption, and to His claim on 
man’s love. 

Then our Lord's sufferings are much 
dwelt on in the First Epistle, hardly at 
all in the Second. But is there not good 
cause for the change of tone? It was 
not the time to urge on men to imitate 
Christ in His humility and patience when 
they were being persuaded to deny Him 
altogether. "The different circumstances 
sufficiently explain the difference of the 
language. 

Combining all these points of internal 
evidence we seem to have many good 
grounds for accepting the second Epistle 
as the work of the same writer who com- 
posed the first. The tone of the two 


1’ For an instance, see supra, p. 222. 
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letters is the same on a great many 
points, and where there are variations, 
these can be sufficlently accounted for 
by the times in which, and the objects 
for which, each was composed. The 
language of the two letters exhibits in 
large abundance the same peculiarities 
which differ entirely from those which 
an imitator of the first would have endea- 
voured to introduce into the second. 
The language also of the second Epistle 
has many points of resemblance to words 
which must have come from St Peter 
in the Acts, and to some which most 
likely did so in the Gospels, while the 
mental characteristics of the writer of 
2 Peter so completely agree with those ex- 
hibited in the earlier Epistle, that to 
suppose them different persons is very 
difficult. There are at the same time 
many things to be found in the second 
Epistle which we can hardly conceive an 
imitator introducing or allowing to ap- 
pear. If both letters be by St Peter all 
that we find in them may be explained 
naturally, to ascribe the second to an 
imitator raises difficulties which seem to 
pass solution. For these reasons, not 
indeed amounting to proof, but when 
combined with the decision of the Lao- 
dicean Council affording most strong 
presumption, it seems right to accept the 
verdict of antiquity and to receive our 
Epistle for St Peter's. 

There are a few other points in con- 
nexion with the Epistle which need to 
be noticed, and foremost among them is 
its relation to the Epistle of St Jude. 
In several places in the notes occasion 
has been taken to remark on such forms 
and expressions as seem to shew that 
St Peters Epistle was the first written. 
But it will be well to set the whole case 
before the reader here. 

In the first place comes the grammati- 
cal evidence. St Peter (ii 1) says: 
“ There shall also be false teachers among 
you, who shall privily bring in heresies 
of destruction...and many shall follow 
their lasciviousnesses, by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be blasphemed, and 
in covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you.” Here 
the future aspect of the coming heresies 
seems most strongly emphasized. The 
writer proceeds to describe the judgment 
of these sinners as being prefigured by 
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examples in the Old Testament, and in 
so doing completely identifies the false 
teachers who shall come hereafter with 
those who have been their types in the 
past. Thus he says, * they are not afraid 
to speak evil of dignities,” * they speak 
evil of the things which they understand 
not,” and other like sentences in the 
present or aorist tenses, but this is just 
what a writer would do who was figuring 
at the moment the future from a con- 
sideration of the past. And when he 
comes to conclude his admonition (iii. 


-I—4) on this subject, and to turn to 


things as they are, he shews again that 
the inroads of error are only dreaded in 
the time to come. For he writes, “Z 
stir up your pure minds by way of re- 
membrance: that ye may be mindful of 
the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets...knowing this first 
that in the last days scoffers shall come 
in their scoffing.” The whole position 
assumed here is that of one addressing 
Christians who were still free from ad- 
mixture with error, and who only needed 
to be put in mind of what they had 
heard, to keep safe from the danger 
which the Apostle saw was growing up 
around them. 

In St Jude’s Epistle the language 
refers to a different time. The writer 
there says, “There are certain men crept 
ín unawares,” as though these were al- 
ready carrying on the mischievous de- 
signs among the Christian community. 
They are ‘‘spots” now existing “in the 
feasts of charity,” they “feast” among 
the brethren * without fear” and “ pas- 
ture themselves.” All this is in a differ- 
ent tone from St Peter’s more predictive 
language. And when we come to verses 
17 and 18 we have what appears to be 
a direct allusion to St Peter’s words: 
* Remember ye the words which were 
spoken before of the Apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told 
you there should be mockers (éjzotkroi) 
in the last time.” This word for mockers 
is found nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment except 2 Pet. iii. 3, and the whole 
passage in St Jude wears the appearance 
of a quotation from that verse. And in 
St Peter the sentence is the Apostle's 
own language. He has said, ‘I stir up 
your minds...that ye may be mindful of 
the words which were spoken before by 
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the holy prophets and of the command- 
ment of your Apostles...as ye know this 
first that in the last days mockers shall 
come." So that the portion quoted by 
St Jude is a direct utterance of St Peter, 
and not a quotation from any other 
source which might have been equally 
accessible to another writer. On. the 
score of language therefore the second 
Epistle of St Peter appears to have been 
written before that of St Jude. 

And when we look at the characters 
portrayed in the two Epistles this posi- 


tion is strengthened. St Peter, speaks, 


of those against whom he. writes as 
“teachers,” men, that is, who ,by the 
lessons which they gave were likely to 
induce others to accept. their opinions, 
and in consequence .to. follow their 
practices. They bring in “heresies of 
destruction,” “with feigned words they 
make merchandise of” their hearers, 
“they beguile unstable souls,” “they 
make promises of liberty, while they 
themselves are the servants. of corrup- 
tion.” But in St Jude’s Epistle the 
picture is much darker, the, mischief has 
grown apace. There is no more men- 
tion of the offenders as teachers or 
setters forth of any doctrine. They are 
simply degraded in their life by wicked 
lusts. “ They turn the grace of God into 
lasciviousness,” “these men dreaming 
defile the flesh.” “What they know 
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things 
they corrupt themselves.” ‘They are 
spots in your feasts of charity” (he con- 
tinues), “feasting with you without fear, 
pasturing themselves," “they walk after 
their own lusts,” “they are sensual, they 
have not the Sprit They are such 
that it is only with fear and trembling 
that men may try to save them, their 
deeds are to be loathed,as a defiled gar- 
ment. 

Here then we have another indication 
that St Jude wrote after St Peter. None 
will doubt that they.are both addressing 
their exhortations against the.same evil, 
. and that one writer knew of the other's 
Epistle; and granting this, there can be 
little doubt that the letter of St Jude was 
composed when the evil teaching had 
found its natural consequence in evil 
doing, and that bad practices were en- 
couraged without much outward show of 
a party of teachers in the Church. 
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Once more, when we look at the form 
of the sentences in the two Epistles, we 
seem able to trace St Jude's expansions, 
and in some cases to judge of the reason 
for them. This will be best seen if we 
place side by side a few of those verses 
which seem to bear out the view that St 
Jude takes his text from St Peter, but 
uses it as seems most fitting for his need. 
Comparing 2 Peter ii. 4 with Jude 6 we 
find 


2 Pet. i. 4. For if Jude 6. And the 


God spared not angels 
when they sinned, but 
cast them into Tartarus, 
and delivered them into 
chains [pits]of darkness 
to be reserved unto 
judgment... 


angels that kept not 


‘their first estate, but 


left their own habita- 
tion, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto 
the judgment of the 


great day. 


Here’ is a manifest comment upon 
*the angels that sinned," and it suits 
exactly with the relative position of the 
two Epistles as we think them to have 
been written. St Jude wishes to speak 
strongly of those who had utterly fallen 
away from Christian living, and therefore 
he charges the picture more deeply, and 
speaks of the angels as keeping not their 


first estate, but leaving their own habita- 


tion. So again, 

2 Pet. ii. 6. Turning 
the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into ashes 
condemned them with 
an overthrow, making 
them an, ensample to 
those that after should 
live ungodly. 


Jude 7. Even as 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the cities about 
them in like manner, 
giving themselves over 
to fornication, and go- 
ing after strange flesh, 
are set forth for an 
example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal 
fire. 


. Here too St Jude has a scene of 
grosser character in his mind, and he 
uses the example which St Peter had 
employed, but gives it a stamp which 
fits it for the more corrupted days in, 
which he is writing. 1 

And we have another example of 
expansion, 


2 Pet. ii. 11. Where- 
as angels, which are 
greater in power and 
might, bring not rail- 
ing &ccusation against 
them before the Lord. 


Jude 9. Yet Michael 
the archangel, when 
contending with the 
devil he disputed about. 
the body of Moses,’ 
durst not bring against 
him a railing accusa- 
tion, but said, The Lord. 
rebuke thee, 
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Both these passages are meant to il- 
lustrate the inconsistency of those sinners 
in the Christian communities who * rail 
against dignities.” St Jude wishes, as we 
believe, to make his illustration. even 
stronger than St Peters, for the times 
were grown more evil. 'The latter had 
said, * Angels bring not railing judg- 
ment against evil persons.” St Jude 
goes further with a concrete instance, 
and says, * Michael, the greatest of angels, 
did not bring a railing judgment even 
against Satan himself, the prince of 
evil.” 


So too if we set side by side 


2 Pet. ii. 17. These 
are wells without water, 
and mists driven about 
by a whirlwind, to 
whom the blackness of 
darkness is reserved. 


Jude 12. Clouds they 
are without water, car- 
ried about of winds; 
autumn withering trees, 
without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by 
the roots ; raging waves 
of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame ; wan- 
dering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness 
of darkness for ever. 


Here as before we recognize the darker 
condition of those against whom St.Jude 
is giving his warnings. "These. sinners 
now gloried in their shame and minded 
only earthly things. They cast their 
shame forth to the public gaze with nofeel- 
ing of regret for the better state which 
they had lost. But perhaps the strongest 
phrase is that which speaks of them as 
trees doubly dead: there has been. no 
mere blasting in their case of one year’s 
promise, leaving hope that in another 
they may bloom again. All hope of 
such men is past, and it is “for ever” 
that for them the blackness of darkness 
is reserved. 

These are not all the instances,of such 
treatment which could be produced, but 
these examples are enough to illustrate 
the Midrash-like exposition which St 
Jude seems to have given to St Peter’s 
text. The contrary process, viz. St Peter 
abbreviating St Jude’s letter, is not easy 
to conceive, especially in view of the 
existence of those graver evils which are 
clearly indicated and spoken against in 
the latter Epistle, and which of them- 
selves imply some time, if not a long 
time, since the false teachers of St Peter 
seemed near at hand. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE EPISTLE. 


This may be summarized as follows : 


CHar. I. It is addressed to those 
who hold the like precious faith with 
the writer (r, 2), who are urged because 
of God's gracious gifts unto them, to 
labour with all diligence for a steady 
advance in holiness (3—7). The graces 
to be cherished increase men's know- 
ledge ,of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
those.wbo,do not thus grow are blind, 


.and lose the memory of former spiritual 


blessing (8, 9. Therefore be ye dili- 
gent (he continues) and I will not be 
negligent to keep you jn mind of these 
things. For I shall soon be taken away, 
and I desire that after my death you may 
recall what I have,said (1o—15). For 
we have good warrant for our teaching, 
since we saw the Lord in His glory at 
the Transfiguration (16— 18). And there 
is beside the word of prophecy, which is 
to other men more sure than our vision. 
Take heed to this and follow its light, 
for the words of the prophets are God’s 
own words, for these men spake from 
Him, being moved by the Holy Ghost 
(19—21). 

Cuap. II. But of old there were false 
prophets, and there shall rise false 
teachers among you, and shall lead 
many astray, and cause the truth to be 
evil spoken of (1, 2). But their judg- 
ment has been foreshewn long ago, for 
they shall no more be spared than were 
angels when they sinned, or than the 
world before the Flood or the cities of 
the plain. The destruction of these was 
a type of, the end of the false teachers, 
just as the deliverance of Noah and of 
Lot teaches us that God can deliver his 
servants out of their trials (3—9). The 
marks by which the false guides both in 
past times and in times to come can be 
discerned are these: they walk after the 
flesh and despise dominion and are self- 
willed; they speak evil of glories, blas- 
pheming things which they cannot under- 
stand, and while they destroy others 
they shall be destroyed (1o—12). They 
delight to revel in the day time, and are 
blemishes among your company; they 
beguile the unstable, and in their covet- 
ousness follow the example of Balaam 
of old (13—16). They give promise but 
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perform nothing, like fountains without 
water, and clouds without rain. They 
allure by their fine speeches, and promise 
liberty to their followers, but themselves 
are slaves of corruption (17—19). They 
have once known the right way, but have 
fallen back into evil, so their latter end 
is worse than their beginning. They 
fulfil the proverbs of the dog and the 
swine by returning to the evil from which 
they had been cleansed (20—22). 

Cuar. III. I write this second Epistle 
to put you in remembrance of what you 
have been taught, for the times of danger 
spoken of both by prophets and apostles 
are near. The scoffers will come with 
their scoffings, and ask, Where is the 
promise of his coming (1—4)? ‘These 
men wilfully forget that the earth has 
been destroyed, and its future destruc- 
tion is pronounced. Do not you be like 
them, and count God slack because he 
does not strike sinners at once. He is 
long-suffering that men may repent (5— 
10) But the day will come when men 
look not for it, and those portents shall 
be seen which Christ foretold. Men 
ought therefore to walk in all holy con- 
versation and godliness, that they may 
always be ready (11—13). We Christians 
look for new heavens and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness; we then 
should labour that we may be fit to dwell 
there and be found ourselves without 
spot (14). Think that God's long-suffer- 
ing is meant for man's salvation. St 
Paul teaches us this, but there are por- 
tions of that Apostle’s words which the 


unstedfast wrest to their own destruction 


(15, 16). But as ye are warned and 
instructed take heed that ye fall not 


away, but grow in grace and in the. 
knowledge of Christ, to whom be all 


glory (17, 18). 


TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING. 


On these two points little can be said. 


St Peter was expecting his death soon 
to come, but we have no certain evi- 
dence in what year he suffered martyr- 
dom. ‘The traditions on which most 
reliance can be placed make it very 
probable that he died in Rome, and 
that his death was after A.D. 63 and 
before A.D. 70. Further than this we 
cannot go, nor need we, because there is 
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no allusion to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem in his Epistle, necessarily conclude 
that he died before it was destroyed. 
It seems almost certain that by “ Baby- 
lon" in the first Epistle (v. 13) Rome is 
intended’, and if this be so, we can 
hardly conclude otherwise than that he 
was in the same city when he wrote the 
second letter. It was not written so 
long after the first as to make the former 
out of mind, and as tradition places the 
death of the Apostle in Rome, it seems 
likely that he laboured there during his 
last years on earth, as one of the greatest 
centres of life, and so a place whence 
his influence would be most widely 
spread. 


LANGUAGE. 


Some attempts have from time to 
time been made to demonstrate that 
Second Peter and Jude were both origi- 
nally written in Hebrew, and that the 
supposition of such Aramaic originals 
will explain many of the difficulties which 
meet us in the comparison of the two 
texts. But though highly interesting, no 
such speculations have yet been made 
convincing. One of the most recent of 
these discussions is by the Rev. E. G. 
King’. But though Mr King's remarks 
support strongly the position that St 
Jude wrote after St Peter, and was, as it 
were, an expounder or commentator on 
part of his text, yet the fact that both 
writers were Hebrews writing in Greek, 
and so, sure to give their thoughts a 
Hebrew turn, seems enough to account 
for the greater portion of the instances 
which are there brought forward. 


CONCLUSION. 


From all that has been here said it 
will be seen that, looking at the external 
evidence alone, we cannot arrive at cer- 
tainty concerning the authorship of this 
Epistle. The internal evidence has been 
shewn to point very clearly to St Peter 
asthe author. But there rises the ques- 
tion: What shall we say concerning its 


! See Introduction to the First Epistle, pp. 
160 seqq. ` 

2 * Did St Peter write in Greek? Thoughts 
and criticisms tending to prove the Aramaic 
origin of the Second Epistle of St Peter and the 
Epistle of Jude.’ Cambridge, 1871. , 
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non-acceptance in the earliest days of 
Christianity? The Epistle was known 
in many quarters among the early Chris- 
tians, and they could see, as we do, that 
it claimed to be the work of the chief 
among the Apostles. It will be said, 
*Had they believed it to be really a 
writing of St Peter, could they ever have 
regarded it as uncanonical?’ Yet hold- 
ing it for uncanonical, many, as we see 
from the words of Eusebius, still con- 
sidered it of value, and our only reply 
must be, that the circumstances of the 
time and the conditions under which 
writings came before the world in those 
early times were such as made it pos- 
sible for works to be circulated and 
obtain only a doubtful acceptance with- 
out any suspicion of what we in modern 
days call literary forgery.. We know 
from the preface to St Luke's Gospel 
that many Christian writings, and of 
varied value, came into circulation during 
the infancy of the Church, and it is not 
difficult to understand that our Epistle, 
sent probably from Rome to Asia, may 
have remained for a good while in par- 
tial obscurity, and when it began to be 
more widely known the circumstances 
under which it was first sent may have 
been in some degree hard to discover. 
Thus the Epistle would come to be 
classed with a multitude of other works 
about whose origin some uncertainty 
prevailed. But time brought it into its 
proper estimation. It was first found 
useful, and when the day of closer en- 
quiry arrived it was accepted as canon- 
ical by the Lacdicean Council. And 
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when we remember what works were 
rejected from the Canon, and by what 
names they were known, naines which in 
Canonical Scripture were highly distin- 
guished, if not so highly as St Peter, we 
may rest sure that the evidence adduced 
before the Fathers of Laodicea was such 
as to make the external testimony bear 
out the claims made in the text of the 
Epistle. 

It may therefore suffice us concerning 
this second Epistle, claiming to be St 
Peter’s, to know, even though we have 
not.all the evidence preserved to us, that 
in old time there was warrant found for 
accepting it as what it claims tobe. We 
ourselves can see that it accords in sen- 
timent with the teaching of the Gospels 
and the Epistles concerning which we 


‘have no doubt; that its view of the 


Christian Church is in agreement with 
that of other writings of the Apostolic 
age, that it fits in, in short, in its place 
among the Canonical Scriptures. We 
have seen that the internal evidence which 
would incline us to accept the Epistle as 
St Peter’s is very strong, while the diffi- 
culty of finding a theory on which all the 
features that mark this letter could have 
been exhibited in the work of any imitator 
is well-nigh insurmountable. Therefore 
we receive it as St Peter’s writing in 
spite of the doubts of the early Church, 
for we feel confident that they were 
cleared away before the book was in- 
cluded in the Canon. But above all we 
take it as part of our Christian Scriptures 
because of its harmony with what Christ 
taught. It bears its witness in itself. 
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CHAPTER I. 

1 Confirming them in: hope of the increase of 
God's graces, 5 he exhorteth them, by faith, 
and good works, to make their calling sure: 
12 whereof he is careful to remember them, 
knowing that his death is at hand: 16 and 
warneth them to be constant in the faith of 





TITLE. 


The title of the Epistle as given in the A.V. 
is only found in. some late MSS. It is that 
which is given by Stephens, while the Textus 
Receptus adds “the Apostle” after ‘‘ Peter.” 
The MSS. of greatest authority (N, A, B) and 
most recent editors give merely ** Of Peter 1i." 


CHAP. I. 1—11. The apostolic salutation 
and prayer for a blessing on those for whom 
he writes, followed by an earnest exhortation. 
Seeing that God has granted unto you all 
things which pertain to a godly. life, take good 
heed that ye provide with all diligence such 
graces as may prove you to be not un- 
fruitful, for thereby shall be provided for 
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
Christ. 


1. Simon Peter] In the first Epistle we 
have only the one name Peter given, Without 
admitting in any sense that there was a Petrine 
and a Pauline party in the early church, it may 
be gathered from what St Paul says (Gal. ii. 
7) of the * Gospel of the circumcision being 
committed unto Peter,” that while both Apo- 
stles laboured in the same spirit and walked 
in the same steps, the son of Jonas was recog- 

.nized most completely by the Christians who 
belonged to his own nation. Among them we 
can understand that he would be known by his 
Jewish as well as by his Greek name. Writing 
to churches of mixed Jews and Gentiles he 
combines both names and calls himself Simon 
Peter. The union is a token that Jew and 

. Greek were rapidly being made one in Christ. 

The best supported orthography of the name 
in this verse is Symeon. This is a strong mark 
of a Jewish hand. Itis the form which the 

LXX. always gives for the name of the patri- 

arch Simeon (Gen. xxix. 33, &c.), and which in 
the New Testament is written (Rev. vii. 7) as 
the name of the tribe called after him, It is also 
found as the name of the son of Harim (Ezra 
X. 31), though there the A.V. has Shimeon. 


Christ, who ts the true Son of God, by the 
eyewitness of the apostles beholding his ma- 
Jesty, and by the testimony of the Father, and 
the prophets. 


IMON Peter, a servant and an 
-) apostle of Jesus Christ, to them 








In the Apocrypha the name of the Maccabean 
prince is. written Zíuev (x Macc. v. 17, &c.), 
though on his coins it stands with the same 
orthography as the name of the son of Jacob 
(see Gesenius, s.v.). In the New Testament 
Supeóv is found (Luke ii. 25, 34) as the name 
of that aged man who received our Lord in 
the Temple, also of a son of Juda in St Luke's 
genealogy (iii. 30), and of Simeon called Niger 
(Acts xiii, 1). Itis also given as the form of 
St Peter's name in the account of that pecu- 
liarly Jewish assemblage, the council held ( Acts 
Xv. I4) concerning the circumcision of Gen- 
tiles converted to Christianity. From this it 
would seem that among Jews themselves the 
fuller form: Symeon was most used, and would 
be the name written on religious occasions and 
for solemn purposes, while Simon was the 
form most current in their intercourse with 
non-Jews, and would be employed in the 
ordinary transactions of life Whether we 
ascribe the use of this form of the name to the 
Apostle himself or to an amanuensis, its oc- 
currence suits well with what we may conceive 
to have been the surroundings of St Peter in his 
later life. We know from Gal. ii, xx how he 
was inclined to cling to everything which was 
Jewish. In his ministry to the converts from 
his own nation he would be likely to call him- 


- self, and to be called of others, by that form of 


his name which was familiar from their ancient 
Scriptures, and which occupied a place in their 
national history. Yet this would only be the 
case for a little while, until the Gospel narra- 
tives had come into circulation, After that 
time any writer, who might have undertaken 
to put forth this Epistle under St Peter's name, 
would have had the best chance of gaining 
acceptance for it, if he had made use of those 
forms which the Evangelists employ exclu- 
sively. A forger would assuredly have made 
his form of the name accord with that em- 
ployed in the first Epistle, and would never 
have departed from the orthography found in 
the Gospels, 


nos] 


that have obtained like precious faith 
with us through the righteousness of 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 


BLOBETERE 


2 Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jesus our Lord, 





Thus this first word of the Epistle seems 
to be an indication that the letter is not the 
work of any forger. Where so little is known 
of the history of the Epistle from external 
evidence, the accumulation of such points of 
internal testimony seems the best, perhaps the 
only, answer that can be given to those who 
would assign this Epistle to a late date and 
to another hand than that of St Peter. 

a servant and an apostle] This’ precise 
combination is found in no other apostolic 
salutation. ‘The nearest approach to it is Tit. 
i r, where St Paul calls himself “a servant 
of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ.” The 
former word, used often by St Paul (Rom. 
i ri; Phil i x, &c.) and more exactly 
rendered Zond-slave, implies the entire devo- 
tion of the servant to his Lord, the latter 
the service in which his devotion engaged 
him. 

like precious faith] Rather, a like-precious. 
The original is only one word, which does 
not occur elsewhere in the New Testament, and 
implies that the faith admits all those who 
have received it to the same Christian privi- 
leges, and is for that reason alike precious to 
them all. It is also alike precious through all 
time, to those who first received it, and to all 
those who shall hereafter do so. The gifts of 
Christ are like Himself, ** the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever.” But it is not meant 
that all who receive the faith profit equally 
thereby. ‘The faith is the opened door, the 
progress made in Christian life differs accord- 
Ing to the use which is in each case made of 
the good gift of God. 

Jaith] This is not to be understood of a 
concrete form or profession of belief, in which 
Sense gíoris came to be used in later times, 
but of that ‘substance of things hoped for 
and evidence of things not seen” (Heb. xi. x) 
which alone can be spoken of as the gift of 
God's righteousness. The word rendered ob- 
tained (Xaxovo), literally, received by lot, in- 
dicates that this faith, which forms the founda- 
tion of the Christian’s life, is a gift of God’s 
grace, and not of merit, or by transmission. 
It should be noticed also that the construction 
of Aaxeiv here with an accusative finds its only 
parallel in the New Testament in a speech of 
St Peter (Acts i. 17). 

with us| Is this Epistle addressed to the 
same readers as the first? ‘The writer speaks 
(iii. 1) as if this were so, calling it a ‘second 
Epistle ;” also in v. 16 of this chapter it seems 
to be implied that there had been some pre- 
vious teaching given. In that case the refer- 
ence in zs may be only to himself and the rest 
of the Twelve who had been first called into 


Christ’s Church from Judaism, He would 
say to his readers ** We received the faith from 
the lips of Jesus, but though He has gone into 
heaven, the faith is the same as ever, and of 
the same saving virtue.” But as there is no 
statement made about the readers for whom 
it was intended, we need not narrow the limits, 
for the dangers against which they are warned 
would beset all the Church alike; it seems better 
therefore to take the Epistle as designed for a 
wide circle, as the later tradition which named 
it ‘‘catholic” implies. = "Then the expression 
with us would include the Apostle and all 
those members of the Christian Church among 
whom he was labouring when the Epistle was 
written, If, for illustration, we suppose him 
writing at Rome to the Christians whom he 
knew in Proconsular Asia, the words would 
intimate that the faith was one and the 
same and of a like power in all the churches, 
salvation offered to mankind through Christ 
on whom they have believed. 

through the righteousness | Better, **in the 
righteousness.” That is, in the righteous 
dealing of God with men. The Judge of all 
the earth will do right, and under the Chris- 
tian dispensation admits all believers to equal 
privileges through faith. ‘The causes which 
prevent them from equally profiting thereby 
are not of God. He is no respecter of 
persons, 

of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ] In 
the best MSS. the pronoun is with God. The 
translation should be, ef our God and the 
Saviour Jesus Christ. It is indeed possible to 
explain both God and Saviour here as titles 
given to Jesus Christ, and so to render “ our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.” But as the 
Father and the Son are spoken of in contra- 
distinction in the next verse, it is better to 
preserve the distinction here also. It should 
moreover be observed that we nowhere else 
find * God and Saviour” used of Christ. 
* Lord and Saviour” occurs in this Epistle 
(i. xr, iii. 18) and elsewhere in the New Tes- 
tament very frequently. 


2. Grace and peace be multiplied unto you] 
The order of the Greek is, ** Grace unto you 
and peace be multiplied,” and is the exact 
phrase employed in x Pet. i. 2. Here how- 
ever it is further explained how the grace and 
peace can be multiplied. 

through tbe knowledge] Better, inthe know- 
ledge. The noun is one much used by St Paul 
in the Epistle to the Colossians (i. 9, ro, ii. 
2, lii. ro) and in the Epistles to ‘Timothy 
(x Tim. it. 4; 2 Tim. ii. 25, iii. 7) and Titus 
(i. 1) as well as in other places. It signifies 
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3 According as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through 


a steady growth in knowledge, an advance 
step by step, not knowledge matured but ever 
maturing. W ecan understand how such a word 
would come to be chosen by the Apostles to 
describe Christian knowledge, when the sim- 
pler word for knowledge (yvào:s) had become 
identified with the heretical teaching of the 
early Gnostics, and so while yvéous is found 
in St Peter's first Epistle, émíyveows is not, 
because the need for such a term had not 
become apparent when the first Epistle was 
written. Such knowledge as the Gnostics 
professed to have was a knowledge ‘that 
puffeth up," because it claimed to have reached 
an eminence whence no advance was needed. 
émiyvogis is a protest against such teaching ; 
it implies a constant growth both as possible 
and indispensable. Jz this constant increase 
of the knowledge of God through Christ (no 
man cometh unto the Father but by Him) 
shall be found the abundance of peace for 
which St Peter prays. The steps of this growth 
in grace, and consequent peace, are set forth 
afterwards in vv. ;—8. 

Jesus our Lord] This is an unusual expres- 
sion found only here and in Rom. iv. 24. 
An imitator would have written some more 
common form, and would have introduced 
Christ before or after Jesus. Thereis probably 
some emphasis intended by the position of the 
pronoun 7uéy with which the verse concludes. 
Jesus is our Lord (the Lord of us), for His 
divine power hath granted unto us His pre- 
cious promises, and He has called us by His 
own glory and virtue, and so He may claim 
us for His liegemen and faithful servants. 


S. According as bis divine power, &c.] 
Better, Seeing that His divine power, &c. 
There is no comparison implied in the sen- 
tence. ‘The prayer which the writer has uttered 
in the previous verse needs only earnest zeal 
on man’s part to bring about its fulfilment, 

. since God has given on His side all things that 
tend to this increase of grace and peace. ‘The 
construction is the same as in 2 Cor. v. 20, 
‘* Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
seeing that (or since) God doth beseech you 
by us,” &c. i 

bis divine power] Here His seems most 

. fitly referred to Jesus. Had the Father been in- 

tended there would have been no need for the 
adjective divine. ‘The divine power of Jesus, 
and that He is able to grant those things 
which pertain unto life, had been evidenced by 

His resurrection, and through that resurrec- 

tion Christians are begotten again unto a lively 
hope (1 Pet. i. 3). This divine power of the 

Son of Man would call for marked emphasis 
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[V. 3, 4. 


the knowledge of him that hath called 
us 'to glory and virtue : 
4 Whereby are given unto us ex- 


at a time when men were ready to deny this 
** Master that bought them.” 

hath given] ‘The verb so rendered in A.V. 
is not the ordinary verb translated give, and 
for that reason a better English rendering here 
would be sath granted. ‘The word in the 
original deserves notice, because in the New 
Testament it is only found here and in 
Mark xv. 45 of Pilate granting the body of 
Jesus to Joseph of Arimathza. The close 
similarity between the language of the second 
Gospel and of these Epistles of St Peter has 
been noticed elsewhere. (See Introduction, 
p. 227.) 

all things that pertain unto life and godliness] 
Under /fe is embraced all that is needful for 
the attainment of eternal life, in possession as 
well as in reversion, both the soul’s support in 
this life, and the hope for the world to come; 
godliness refers to those means whereby the 
blessing of such life is to be cherished, and 
that growth in divine knowledge attained 
through which eternal life will become ours. 
Both are Christ’s free gifts for men to treasure 
and to use. * Do the works and ye shall (ever 
more and more) know of the doctrine.” “And 
this is life eternal, to know God and Jesus 
Christ whom He hath sent." And al things 
that pertain to both these gifts come to us 
through the divine power of Jesus. 

The word rendered godliness occurs only in 
this Epistle (1. 3, 6, 7, iii. 11) and in St Paul's 
Pastoral Epistles, and in a speech of St Peter 
(Acts iii. 12), ** by our own power or godli= 
ness? (A.V. holiness). 

through the knowledge of him| As in the 
previous verse it is the constant progress of 
such knowledge which is intended. 

that hath called us to glory and virtue] 
There is no original text which is capable 
of this translation. Some authorities read 
through glory and virtue (Sia Oófge ral 
dperfjs), but the text which is best supported 
is by His own glory and virtue (i8ia 8ó£y kai 
dperj). That the word virtue (or excellency) 
should be applied to a divine Being need not 
startle us. It is in exact accordance with the 
usage in St Peter's first Epistle (ii. 9), “ That 
ye may shew forth the virtues (or excellencies) 
of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light." Glory is the essential 
subjective conception of the Godhead ; virtue, 
the manifestation of God's working in and for 
believers. St Paul's teaching (Eph. i. 17, 
&c.) is of like character. The calling of 
Christians and their enlightenment is a revela- 
tion of the glory of God in Christ, ** God... 
the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom...The eyes of your under- 


l Or, by. 


asil 
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ceeding great and precious promises: the corruption that is in the world 
that by these ye might be partakers through lust. 


of the divine nature, having escaped 


5 And beside this, giving all dili- 
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standing being enlightened, that ye may know 
what is the hope of His calling and what the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints.” 


_ 4. Whereby are given unto us] The verb 
is the same, and in the same tense, as in the 
preceding verse. It is therefore better to 
render, Whereby he hath granted unto 
us. Whereby refers to all those things that 
are requisite for life and godliness spoken of 
in v. 3. "Through these first-imparted aids we 
are enabled to become sharers in still larger 
gifts of grace. Christ is first the Way, and 
then the Truth and the Life. He first bestows 
those gifts which lead to Life, and then gives 
Life eternal to those who have rightly ac- 
cepted His leading thereunto. 

exceeding great and precious promises] The 
best supported text here puts precious in the 
first place; and the rendering of the A.V. 
omits any indication of the article (taking the 
place of the possessive pronoun) which is in 
the Greek. Read therefore, His precious 
and exceeding great promises. The pre- 
ciousness consists in their being not promises 
merely, but actual present aids to our growth 
in holiness. So Christ’s sacraments are not 
pledges for the future only, but strength for 
the present. The word precious (ripios) is 
used by St Peter in the first Epistle (1. 7, 19) 
of the trial of the Christian’s faith, and of the 
blood of Christ, applications of the word 
which link together the diction of the two 
Epistles. : 

that by these] i.e. the aids granted unto you 
towards life and holiness. 

Je might be partakers| ‘The tense of the 
verb shews that the statement is undefined in 
time and is meant for believers in every age. 
So read, that ye may become partakers, &c. 
The idea of growth, which pervades all the 
language of this clause, is best given by the 
literal rendering of the verb, ‘The true Chris- 
tian is ever going onward, becoming *'re- 
newed through the Spirit in the image of his 
mind," and yet constantly looking forward to 
the day when he shall attain to “the stature 
of the fulness of Christ." 

of the divine nature| i.e. of the holiness 
which belongs to God. All God's discipline, 
even His chastisements, are designed for this 
end, that we may become ** partakers of His 
holiness” (Heb. xii. xo). God's word at first 
was * Let us make man zz our image, after 
our likeness.” His will is still to restore to its 
pristine holiness that which was at first very 
good in His sight. We shall be like Christ 
when we see Him as He is, and nearer to this 
restoration God is ever leading those whom 


in His love He has already called **sons of 
God" through Christ. 

having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust] ‘The literal rendering of 
the original is, ** having escaped from the cor- 
ruption that is iz the world zz lust;" for the 
preposition is in each case the same. ‘The 
latter makes clear the force of the former. 
Corruption is iz the world, is making its 
ravages daily, and so has taken an objective 
shape, and we can see its fatal action; but its 
fountain is 7z the lust that dwells within men’s 
hearts (cf. Mark vii. 21). Through in the A.V. 


„Should therefore be understood as signifying 


“ consisting in.” 

The word for escape is peculiar to this 
Epistle, and is found again ii. 18, 2o. It 
seems meant to convey St Peter’s idea of the 
nature of the Christian’s deliverance. He must 
flee from the corruption which is in the world, 
as Lot fled from Sodom, fleeing for his life 
and casting no look behind him, lest he should 
become again entangled. Such a retreat is the 
truest valour, ‘for we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood.” 

The Greek word rendered corruption, also 
has the sense of destruction, and is used with 
that meaning in ii. 12 of “the brute beasts 
made to be taken and destroyed.” For the 
full appreciation of the Apostle’s meaning 
both senses should be kept in mind. ‘The 
destruction is the sure consequence of the 
corruption, and he who would escape the one 
must flee from the other. But the language 
of the text shews that the source of the cor- 
ruption is not in the natural creation, but in 
the heart of man. The first sin was a /ust to 
become as gods, and the climax of the guilt 
of the world before the flood is described by 
saying, '* All flesh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth,” and ‘‘Every imagination of the 
thoughts of man’s heart was only evil con- 
tinually.” 


b. And beside this, &c.] This rendering . 
cannot be maintained, and interferes with the 
Apostle’s train of argument. It is because God 
has granted unto Christians His precious and 
exceeding great promises that they are to be 
careful, for their part, to give proof that they 
value these gifts. God has begun the good 
work, they are to evince a desire that it may 
be perfected. So render Yea, and for this 
very reason, &c. 

giving all diligence] This is the portion 
which man is to contribute toward his growth 
in Christian graces. And the verb, which 
would be more precisely rendered contribut- 
ing, intimates that it is only a little which 
men can do along with the mighty work 
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gence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge ; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; 
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[v. 6, 7. 


and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness ; 


7 And to godliness brotherly kind- 





which is being wrought in and for them. Its 
literal meaning is “to bring in by the side 
of," and it is one of the numerous unique 
words which are found in these two Epistles 
of St Peter. The spiritual life is begun by 
faith which is the gift of God. ‘True, it is so 
much an essential to the Christian's vitality 
that the Apostle here calls it your faith, but it 
is that which, as the commencement of all 
things that are requisite to life and godliness, 
God must first bestow. Christian graces, 
growing up in the life of faith, increase by 
diligent culture expended on them. ‘This dili- 
gence it is which man is to bring in as his 
offering, his share in working out his own 
salvation, while God is working in him ac- 
cording to His good pleasure. 

add to your faith virtue| Literally, pro- 
vide in your faith virtue. In this sentence 
the verb (a compound) is one which conveys 
an entirely Greek notion. It originally meant 
**to furnish the expenses of a chorus when a 
new play was to be brought upon the stage.” 
But this word was one not unknown to the 
writer of the first Epistle, for in x Pet. iv. 1x 
we find the simple verb in the sentence, ‘if 
any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God supplieth.” From the 
primary sense the word came to have the 
general notion of supplying or providing in any 
matters. ‘The word is also found in St Paul's 
Epistles (2 Cor. ix, 10; Gal iit, 5; Col n. 
19), and below in wv. xr of this chapter, and 
in all these places it is rendered minister. 

God's gift of faith is to be evidenced by its 
fruits, and the Apostle begins the enumeration 
of these with a word in common use among 
heathen writers for the summit of moral ex- 
cellence, Beza writes on this word dperj, 
** Verbum nimis humile si cum donis Spiritus 
Sancti comparetur." Where unaided morality 
ends, there God's grace begins. But St Peter 
by his use of the word, and by his application 
of it (1 Pet. ii, 9; 2 Pet. i. 3) to God, has 
shewn that he employs it in a special sense. 
With him it seems to mean that earnest and 
living spirit which prompts to action. Glory 
(d0€a) and virtue (àperj) are connected in 
2 Pet. i. 3 exactly as glory (8ó£a) and might 
(kpdros) are in x Pet. iv. 11, so that, when 
used of God, dper is the energy and power 
. exerted on those whom He calls, that mighty 
influence by which they are drawn to Him. 
In the verse before us it indicates a like energy 
to be exhibited in the life of Christians. For 
such men will not rest content without deeds 
which shall bear evidence of the reality of 
their faith. 

But as earnestness misdirected may do harm 
instead of good, there is to be joined unto it 


knowledge. ‘Thus the force of the verse be- 
comes: In your faith (i.e. in its exercise) 
supply virtue, and in your virtue knowledge. 
Thus good desires may be brought to good 
effect. Here the word for knowledge is the 
simple yvdous, for what is here intended is 
but one stage of the Christian’s advance, 
while ériyvwors is the gradual progress which 
goes on through the whole life. 

6. And to knowledge temperance} Here 
also, as the idea is the same, it is best to 
render: And in your knowledge temperance. 
Temperance here implies that whole self-control 
of the life, its feelings, tempers, passions and 
longings, which enables a man to gain rule 
over himself. ** He that striveth for the mas- 
tery is temperate in all things” (xz Cor. ix. 
25). ‘The sense of the English word has been 
sorely curtailed in modern times, and there 
is a danger that the narrowed sense may be 
substituted here for that greater and nobler 
one of which the poet speaks, 


** Unless above himself he can 

Exalt himself, how poor a thing is man !" 

and to temperance patience] Read, and in 
your temperance patience. And this patience 
is to be no mere callous Stoical indifference, 
but in it (as is shewn in the next clause, 
which should be rendered, and in your 
patience godliness), and constituting the main 
part of it, is to be that true fear of God, 
which makes men ready to endure hardships 
and wrongs for His sake and in His service, 
It will include also steady perseverance, like 
the constant but imperceptible growth of a 
fruit-bearing tree, of which the same word is 
used in Luke viii, 15. 

Godliness is a grace which shews itself in 
continual exercise, and is profitable to all 
things both in this life and that which is to 
come, ‘The word is much used by St Paul 
in the Pastoral Epistles (as are so many of 
the words of these Epistles of St Peter), and 
it is coupled with honesty, faith, love, and 
patience in those Epistles also. It marks the 
motive from which our actions should flow, 
and is equivalent to that fear of God in which 
St Peter, in the first Epistle, exhorts Chris- 
tians to pass the time of their sojourning here 
(x Pet.i. 17); it is that fear of God which 
shall make men good servants and masters 
(x Pet. ii. 18), and win husbands, by its 
manifestation in the lives of their wives, to a 
love of the same Master. No better argument 
for the accord in all things between St Paul 
and St Peter can be found than this oneness 
of tone which pervades what they have left as 
their legacies to the churches. 


7. And to godliness brotherly kindness ; and 


v. 8.] 


ness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity. 





to brotherly kindness charity] Here also we 
should read, And in your godliness brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness love. 
When our hearts are filled with that fear of 
God which is also love towards Him, we shall 
not rest there. As God is the Father of the 
whole race, and we all are brethren, our affec- 
tions will extend themselves to all men. Yet 
it is both natural and scriptural that our 
Christian fellow-believers should hold the first 
place in our hearts. So St Peter mentions fore- 
most brotherly love, that is love towards our 
brethren in Christ, just as St Paul (Gal. vi. 
Io) writes, ** Let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them which are of the household 
of faith.” As members of one household sym- 
pathize with and help most those with whom 
they have most in common, so will it be in 
Christian societies. But the Lord of Christians 
has taught us that His servants should do 
more than others. So both of these Apostles, 
in the spirit of their Master, follow up the 
precept that enforces brotherly love, with that 
of the grander love which St Paul has so 
highly extolled (1 Cor. xiii), and which he 
expressly (r Thess. iii. 12) prays for as the 
completion of the Christian character. **'The 
Lord make you to abound in /ove one toward 
another and toward all men.” Just of the 
same tone is St Peter's language here. ‘In 
your brotherly kindness (supply) love." 
With the much restricted sense in which 
cbarity is often used in the present day there 
is great loss in rendering dydmn charity, for 
we thereby put out of sight the Godlike cha- 
racter of this virtue, that it is the Jove which 
the Father hath for men (John xiv. 23), that 
this love is of God, and maketh its possessor 
“born of God” (1 John iv. 7), yea that ‘it 
is an attribute to God Himself,” for ** God is 
love” (x John iv. 8). And as this virtue is 
so eminent, so it is most difficult to attain 
unto, and thus fitly forms the climax of this 
scale of graces. It is no trial to love those 
who love us, but “to bear all things, believe 
all things, hope all things, endure all things," 
is the summit of Christian advancement. 
& The greatest of these is love.” Its fitness 
to conclude the list of steps in Christian pro- 
gress is also seen from the language of St Paul 
(Col. iii. 14), ** And over all these things put 
on Jove which is the bond of perfectness." 
Just as here it is set forth as being the highest 
step. of the ladder, so there the Apostle pic- 
tures it. as the uppermost covering in the Chris- 
tian dress, that which shall be apparent to all 
men. * By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have Jove (ayamny) one 
to another” (John xiii. 35). 

The preposition èv which St Peter has here 
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8 For if these things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye 





employed throughout his enumeration of 
Christian graces, conveys somewhat the same 
notion. Each virtue is to be included within 
the one mentioned before it, and though the 
order thus appears to be reversed, and Jove 
(dyarn) is the last mentioned, and so in- 
cluded within all the rest, it is only so because 
the character, as St Peter here depicts it, is 
described as it should appear unto God, while 
St Paul is describing it as men should see 
it. ** Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but God on the heart." 

'T he list of graces enumerated in these three 
verses comprises first those which form the 
Christian character viewed in itself, such are 
virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience ; then 
follow those which mark the follower of 
Christ (1) asa servant of God, and (2) asa 
member of the brotherhood of the Church of 
Christ, and (3) as belonging to the larger 
brotherhood of all mankind. 


8. For if these things be in you, and abound] 
Rather, For if these things be yours, and 
abound unto you. Literally, “for these 
things being yours...... make you,” &c. The 
pronoun though occurring only once in the 
original, and in close connection with the 
former of the two verbs, yet belongs to the 
latter also. And the first verb is one that is 
constantly used of ‘ possession.” ‘Therefore 
the sense is not, ** If these things be in you,” 
as A.V. The difference is that between owner- 
ship and tenancy. ‘There is to be no uncer- 
tainty in the holding unto these graces, they 
are to be part of the man himself. ‘There 
must be no wavering exhibition of them. They 
are to be firmly fixed, like a plant deeply 
rooted, and whose growth is constant. ‘This 
is the sense of the latter verb abound, which 
perhaps would be better rendered multiply. 
‘They are not merely to be abundant and con- 
tinue so, but are to become daily more and 
more, growing with the Christian's growth 
and strengthening with his strength. 

they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful] Better, they make younot idle 
nor unfruitful. ‘The italics of the A.V. render 
the sentence cumbrous without adding to its 
force, while barren is not the sense of the first 
adjective. It is used of ** id/e words” (Matt. 
xii. 36) and of labourers ‘‘standing idle” 
(Matt. xx. 3, 6), and so it should be rendered 
here, and thus the tautology of “ barren and 
unfruitful ” is escaped. ‘The Apostle's words 
intimate that such a growth in grace as he 
has just described cannot be hid, it will 
work, and make its presence felt. And in the 
form of his sentence he has expressed the 
earnestness of such action. He says it will 
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shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

9 But he that lacketh these things 


make you ‘not idle" and “not unfruitful,” 
which was a Greek way of expressing ‘‘ very 
active” and “very fruitful” in the most 
emphatic form. 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ | 
A better rendering of the preposition would 
be towards or unto the knowledge, &c. It 
marks the goal unto which all the Christian’s 
works and their fruits will be tending, Here 
we have the ever-avaxing knowledge (émiyve- 
os) again. The knowledge of the Saviour 
is never to stand still, and the gifts of the 
Spirit are all of them helps towards its in- 
crease. “He will guide you into all truth ;” 
** He will teach you all things” was said not 
alone for the chosen twelve. And although 
this complete knowledge can never be ours in 
this world, the increase of grace within us 
makes increase of our spiritual discernment, 
and we are constantly finding some portion 
of the darkened glass made clearer, some ap- 
proach toward seeing Christ as He is. 


9. But he that lacketh these things is blind, 
and cannot see afar off | A literal rendering 
is, For se to whom these things are not 
present i blind, seeing only what is 
near, and this brings out the Apostle’s 
reasoning far better. He wishes to explain 
the impossibility of spiritual progress, increase 
in the knowledge of Christ, without the ac- 
quisition of the graces which he has before 
enumerated, and so he begins with a particle 
for which shall introduce his reasoning. After 
this he says, “he to whom these things are 
not present,” He has gone back in thought 
to the initial stage of the course. He speaks 
not now of the gifts as being the Christian’s 
own, but merely as being present to him. 
There are many gradations in religious life. 
Some men cannot be said to have the graces 
of which St Peter has been speaking. ‘They 
have made but small progress, only a single 
step on the upward road. But even the least 
advanced are in a better state than he to whom 
these things are not present, to whom no 
light shines to guide his footsteps on the way 
of faith. Such a one is blind, continues the 
Apostle, and then, with another of his unique 
words, he defines the nature of the defect 
which he has called “blindness.” Such a 
man “sees only what is near.” ‘The word 
(pvoráćov), and technically myops, is used of 
one who has to close his eyes that he may see 
at all, who is weak-sighted, and to whom 
the light is painful, whose vision is conse- 
quently very limited. By this figurative word 
St Peter seems to paint for us the condition 
of such men as having once entered on the 
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is blind, and cannot see afar off, and 
hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, 





Christian life (for soon we read of the man 
as one who had been cleansed from his 
old sins) have sought for no help, striven for 
no advancement, and to whom therefore pro- 
gress and all which prompts thereto is uncon- 
genial. He first of all calls such a one bänd, 
but correcting this first expression, he gives a 
definition of it which shews us a state worse 
than blindness. ‘‘If ye were blind, ye should 
have no sin," says our Lord (John ix. 4r), 
but here is one worse than blind, who having 
known some light has preferred to fall back 
into darkness. 
and batb forgotten tbat be avas purged from 
his old sins| More closely, having forgotten 
the cleansing from his old sins. But the 
expression (rnv AaBav) is no ordinary phrase 
for forgetting. ‘The noun is found nowhere else 
in the New Testament. Having incurred or ac- 
cepted forgetfulness would be a literal rendering. 
The words mark that the condition into which 
such a man has come is one which he has 
voluntarily accepted; he has made no effort, 
given no diligence to contribute anything 
towards improving the first gifts pertaining 
unto life and godliness. To him there may 
be imputed a wilful closing of the eyes enough 
to justify the Apostle’s first expression, ** He 
is blind." ‘To him the Gospel message had at 
“first come, as it came to St Paul (Acts xxii. 
16), ** Arise and be baptized and wash away 
thy sins:” and thus far has he gone forward, 
but no step beyond; and as in the parable, 
where from the servant who has but hid his 
talent in a napkin, there is taken away that 
which was bestowed on him at the beginning, 
so here if the baptismal washing has been 
followed by no growth in holiness, the memory 
of that first blessing is taken away, and the 
guidance which would have strengthened each 
endeavour to advance is withdrawn, and the 
man no longer sees where to go. His spiritual 
sight becomes weakened, the light of Christ's 
example is painful, because he has so long 
neglected to use it; he therefore shuns it, and 
beholds only the things close around him; in 
this life and its concerns he becomes wholly 
entangled. - 


10. Wherefore tbe rather, brethren, give 
diligence| ‘Though separated from the verb 
by the intervening vocative, the adverb rather 
(uadXdov) belongs closely to give diligence (amov- 
dacare), and the force of the words is better 
given by Wherefore, brethren, give the more 
diligence. Wherefore, i.e. because by the 
possession and constant increase of these graces 
you become fruitful unto the knowledge of 
Christ, be ye the more diligent, ‘There are 


v 


“things we all stumble.” 
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give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall : 

II For so an entrance shall be 
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ministered unto you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I2 Wherefore I will not be ne- 





two reasons assigned why this diligence should 
be given, first, because of the bountiful supply 
of grace granted from God, and, secondly, be- 
cause the cultivation of these gifts results in 
an ever-increasing knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 
It is after the mention of this latter reason, 
that the Apostle dwells upon such a result 
as a motive for still greater zeal. 

brethren] A favourite form of address 
with St James, only used in this passage by 
St Peter, his usual expression being beloved, 
which occurs in all the Epistles, but most 
frequently in St John, St Jude and St Peter. 
The employment of an unusual word marks 
the earnestness of the Apostle’s exhortation. 

to make your calling and election sure| ‘The 
employment of this adjective indicates that 
both the calling and the election have reference 
to conditions which neglect may render in- 
secure. Both words should therefore be taken 
of the entering into communion with God in 
this world. St Peter has already addressed 
the converts to whom he writes (x Pet. ii. 9), 
* Ye are an elect race,” but that does not 
prevent him from urging on them to abstain 
from “lusts which war against the soul," and 
which will render their walk unworthy of the 
vocation wherewith they had been called. 
Thus election (ékXoy?)) is found in St Paul's 
letter to the ‘Thessalonians (x Thess. i. 4), 
about whom yet the Apostle had fears lest the 
tempter should have tempted them, and his 
own labour be in vain. ‘The call to which St 
Peter refers had come through the preaching of 
the Gospel, the e/ection through the admission 
of the converts into Christ’s Church. ‘They 
were among those that were ‘‘being saved” 
(Acts ii. 47) and had been “added to the 
church," and so called out of the world. 

for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall] 
The last verb would be better rendered 
stumble. And herein is no contradiction of 
what is said by St James (iii. 2), ** In many 
In that expression 
there is implied only such a degree of error, 
inthe words and acts of daily life, as it may 
be possible to recover from. But the stum- 
bling which shall render the calling and election 
of Christians insecure, is one from which there 
is no rising. It is a ‘stumbling that they 
should fall,” such as that which St Paul 
(Rom. xi. r1) intimates would have made the 
restoration of the Jew impossible, 
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11. For soan entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly, &c.] More closely, For thus 
shall be richly provided for you the en- 
trance, &c. ‘The Apostle takes up here the 





word which he had employed in v. 5, when he 
spake of what the Christian man should pro- 
vide on his part. ‘The beginning of the new 
life, the gift of faith, was from God, This is 
to be used as a groundwork on which the 
follower of Christ labours to build up virtue 
after virtue. And in the end there will be 
provided for him, also from God, the entrance 
into Christ's eternal kingdom. Both the begin- 
ning and the end of the work are of God. 
And so are most of the intervening stages also. 
For in the word entrance (etcodos) is implied 
not only the final entrance into the kingdom 
of glory in heaven, but also the power and 
strength to approach nearer and nearer unto 
Christ in His kingdom of grace in this world. 
For a like use of the word cf. Heb. x. r9, 
where the entrance into the holiest is after- 
wards defined to be **drawing near" unto 
God * with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith." 

into tbe everlasting kingdom, &c.| As 
aidveos contains other ideas beside that of 
duration of time, it is better to use for it the 
word eternal. 


12—21. And I will strive while I live to 
keep these things in your remembrance, and 
also that ye may not forget them after my 
death. For it is no fable by which we have 
been led in our teaching; but we were wit- 
nesses of the Transfiguration and heard the 
heavenly voice which proclaimed Jesus to be 
the Son of God. And more firm even than the 
assurance of this voice, heard only once, we 
have the word of prophecy, unto which we 
charge you to give heed, for it is the true 
source of enlightenment, it is a message sent 
from God through men who spake being 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 


19. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of these things| Ac- 
cording to the reading of the best MSS., the 
rendering would be, Wherefore I shall be vea dy 
(or sure) always, &c, ‘This sense of the word 
here used (weAAjow) is not unfrequent in clas- 
sical Greek, especially in Sophocles, Thus (‘Phi- 
loctetes,’ 446) where an enquiry is made about 
Thersites, and Neoptolemus answers, “ I never 
saw him, but I heard he was alive;” the reply 
is (fuedXe), ** He was sure to beso.” And we 
may compare the New Testament use of the 
same verb (Matt. xxiv. 6), ** Ye shall hear of 
wars.” It may be that the Apostle intended to 
say that the letter which he was now writing 
should be a voice after his death. ‘This sense 
is countenanced by the word always, and it 
is not till the following verse that he speaks of 
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gligent to put you always in remem- 
brance of these things, though ye 
know them, and be established in the 
present truth. 

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long 
as l am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up by putting you in remem- 
brance ; 
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14 Knowing that shortly I must 
put off this my tabernacle, even as 


“our Lord Jesus Christ hath shew- ? John 


ed me. 

15 Moreover I will endeavour that 
ye may be able after my decease 
to have these things always in re- 
membrance. 





the admonitions to be given while he was alive, 
So that the connection would be (v. 12), 
«I will always keep you in remembrance” 
(vv. 13, 14), both iz my lifetime, and (v. 15) 
after I am dead. 

though ye know them, and be established in 
the present truth] ‘The last clause would be 
clearer if we read, and are established in the 
truth which is with you. ‘This means the 
truth which has been imparted to you by 
your teachers, and which ye now profess, 
“the Gospel which ye have received and 
wherein ye stand.” The same word is ren- 
dered (Col. i. 6), “ The Gospel which is come 
unto you.” ‘Those to whom the Apostle is 
writing had obtained a like precious faith with 
himself. The word rendered established, which 
with its derivatives is a favourite with the 
writer (cf. 1 Pet. v. 10; 2 Pet. iii. 16, 17), is 
a part of that same verb which our Lord used 
in his exhortation to the Apostle (Luke xxii, 
32), * When thou art converted strengthen 
thy brethren.” j 

In the words * though ye know them” we 
have an indication that the letter is written 
either to those whom the Apostle himself had 
instructed, or whom he knew to have been 
taught by St Paul (cp. iii. 12), or by Silvanus 
(1 Pet. v. 12), to whose brotherly faithfulness 
allusion is made in the first Epistle. (See note 
on that passage.) 


13. Yea, I think it meet, &c.] Better, 
And I think it right. It is not the meetness 
or fitness of his admonition which the Apostle 
has in mind, but that it is the right and just 
thing for him to do, the only way in which 
he can discharge his duty. 

as long as I am in this tabernacle] ‘This 
figurative expression for the body is also used 
by St Paul (2 Cor. v. 1—4), and it is worth 
notice that St Peter here employs the same 
mixture of metaphors which occurs in St 
Paul’s language there. First the tabernacle is 
viewed as a building, and then spoken of as a 
garment which must be put off, or rather 
replaced by another; so St Peter speaks in the 
next verse of the putting off the tabernacle of 
the body. 

to stir you up by putting you in remembrance | 
The literal and better rendering would be, 
“to excite or keep you awake in (or by) 
reminding you.” ‘The expression occurs 
again in iii. r, where it is rendered, “to stir 


up (your pure minds) by way of remem- 
brance.” ‘The end of such reminding is that 
they may not be idle, and so unfruitful. 


14. Knowing that shortly I must put off this 
my tabernacle) Better, Knowing that the 
putting off of my tabernacle cometh 
swiftly (or is soon to come). These words 
may refer to the advanced age of the Apostle, 
from which he was conscious that the fulfil- 
ment of Christ’s prophecy concerning him 
(John xxi. 18, 19) could noi be far distant. 
* When thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hands and another shall gird thee, and 
carry thee whither thou wouldest not.” And 
the adjective rayıvòs (swift, speedy) may also 
relate to the violent and hastened death which 
was to close the Apostles existence. The 
rendering, **is soon to come,” seems to refer 
more clearly to Christs words, while the 
other interpretation would contain something 
prophetic uttered by St Peter about himself, 
which would hardly accord with the tone of 
the whole passage, which speaks of a know- 
ledge derived from what our Lord had shewed 


* to him. 


The word dzdOeots, putting of, is only 
found here and in x Pet. iii. 21. 

even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me] Better simply, shewed me. ‘The verb is 
an aorist. The allusion is not only to John 
xxi. 18, 19, quoted above, but to John xiii. 
36, * Whither I go, thou canst not follow 
me now, but thou shalt follow me afterwards," 
which words find an echo in the words of 
Jesus (John xxi. 22), “ If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me.” St Peter had now learnt the full force 
of Christ’s sayings, and to what end the fol- 
lowing of Jesus was to bring him. 


15. Moreover I will endeavour that ye 
may be able after my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance] Better, Yea 
I will give diligence that at every time 
ye may be able after my decease to call these 
things to remembrance. ‘The moreover of the 
A.V. seems to imply that the Apostle was 
promising some new care, but he had pre- 
viously said, “I shall be ready always.” It 
is better therefore to look upon the particles 
as only an emphatic resumption of something 
which had gone before. ‘The adverb of time 
qualifies the first portion of the sentence, and 
the whole clause signifies that there shall be 


v. 16.] 


16 For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we 





left behind, when St Peter is dead, some record 
to which at each occasion, when need arises, 
they may be able to appeal for a reminder of 
his lessons, which they would probably not 
have always in remembrance. 

A similar use of the verb to have (£yew) in 
the sense of **to be able" is found Mark xiv. 
8, ‘She hath done what she was able” (lit. 
what she had). And for traces of a gradual 
slipping into this meaning see Matt. xviii, 25, 
** because he bad not to pay,” and John viii. 
6, * that they might ave to accuse him.” 

“To call these things to remembrance.” 
The phrase, which is only found in this place 
in the New Testament, is one used by classical 
writers in the sense of ‘making mention” 
(cf. Thuc. 11. 54). But St Peter does not 
mean that his lessons shall be spoken of only, 
but when called to mind, they shall be acted 
upon. 

The word ££o8os—decease (lit. departure) 
is that which is used by the Evangelist (Luke 
ix. 31) in the account of the Transfiguration, 
concerning Christ's decease, and there can be 
little doubt that the thoughts of the writer are 
led by the use of this unwonted expression for 
** decease" to the recollection of that scene of 
which in the succeeding verses he makes ex- 
press mention. In that last recorded conver- 
sation of our Lord with St Peter ( John xxi. 
22) the Apostle had been bidden to follow his 
Master, and it was known that the words of 
Jesus, in that parting interview, had reference 
to the death whereby St Peter ** should glorify 
God.” St Peter would naturally give the 
same name to his own death as had there been 
given to Christ's. He would naturally turn in 
mind to the wondrous manifestation of which 
he had been one witness. But to suppose that 
an imitator or forger would do this is to as- 
sume in such writer a subtlety of thought and 
a power to transfer himself into the position 
of him whose character he assumed, which 
would be marvellous in an age of greater lite- 
rary power than that in which our Epistle 
appeared. 

In the first verb in the verse, *I will give 
diligence," the writer is looking back to the 
exhortation in verse 1o, ** Wherefore, brethren, 
give diligence." It is as though he would 
say, ** I have urged you to diligence in your 
Christian course, and I will not be wanting, 
on my part, to supply you with means for 
your guidance and encouragement when I am 
taken away from you." 


16. For we have not, &c.] As soon as 
the writer begins to speak of things with which 
not only himself but James and John also had 
to do, he passes at once from the singular into 
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made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus 





the plural number. He might have continued 
to use the singular, but the memory of the 
scene is with him, and in thought he is with 
his companions on the mountain, and thus 
they are included in his language. 

followed] ‘The verb in the original is a 
compound form, and thus may be presumed 
to have asomewhat fuller force. It is found 
only in this Epistle in the New Testament. 
In the next chapter we have it in ver. 2, 
“many shall follow their pernicious ways,” 
and in ver. 15, “following the way of Ba- 
laam.” Hence some have thought that the 
preposition ef == from or out of has reference to 
the wrong character of the guidance which is 
followed. It seems better, however, not to 
press such a sense upon the word, but to take 
it in its usual meaning of ‘to follow where 
some one leads.” ‘Thus the Apostle is made 
to assert that he is not merely following the 
lead of another, speaking at second-hand, in 
what he says, but is himself the actual witness 
of and for the whole narrative. 

cunningly devised fables] As the mind of 
the writer is fixed upon that manifestation of 


‘the glory of Christ which was revealed at the 


Transfiguration, it is to be supposed that by 
“fables” (ui0r) he alludes to the heathen 
stories of the appearance of the Gods among 
men, or to some of the Gnostic figments 
concerning emanations from the Divinity. 
That legends of this kind, as well as Jewish 
myths concerning the Messiah, were current, 
and had produced errors in the faith, we can 
see from the frequent warnings against them 
contained in the Pastoral Epistles (x Tim. i. 
4, iv. 7; 2 Tim. iv. 4; Tit. i. 14); where alone 
except in this verse the word (d6or) is found 
in the New Testament. The same erroneous 
teaching is here meant as that which (ii. 3) is 
spoken of as *' feigned words” (zXaaroi Adyor), 
and the adjective there used may guide us to 
the signification of “cunningly devised” in 
the text. The stories had been moulded and 
fashioned: by the skill and cunning of their 
authors, while in the narrative of the Trans- 
figuration all that the writer tells us he had 
seen for himself. 

made known unto you] As this Epistle is 
addressed to Christians far and wide, and the 
labours of the other Apostles are included in 
the expression, these words must not be re- 
ferred to the first Epistle of St Peter, though 
the power and coming of Christ are there 
spoken of, as in all Christian Scriptures, but 
rather to the preaching of St Peter and his 
companions. ‘Their account of what they 
had seen was published orally at first, and 
though by the time when this Epistle was 
written, there may have been a Gospel narra- 
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Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 


1, "For he received from God 








tive circulated among the churches, yet all 
that is here implied may be only the preach- 
ing of the first Christian teachers, 

coming] Or, presence. ‘To the presence of 
the Son of God among men they were the best 
witnesses who had seen His glory, and heard 
the voice which declared the divine nature of 
Jesus. ‘Thus could they with firm assurance 
teach that He had come into the world. But 
this first coming was only a pledge of that 
second coming about which the disciples asked 
in the same phrase (Matt. xxiv. 3), ** What 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world ? ? 

eyewitnesses] The word is not the same 
which is so rendered Luke i. 2. In heathen 
writers the word rendered here eyewitnesses 
(émómrgs) is very frequently used of those 
who have been admitted by initiation into 
the highest mysteries of their religious wor- 
ship. And the word may have been de- 
signedly used here by the Apostle to signify 
the initiation of himself and his companions 
on the mount of the Transfiguration into 
mysteries which they were to make known 
when Christ was risen from the dead. ‘This 
noun (here alone) and its kindred verb 
(émomrevo) are used by St Peter only (1 Pet. 
ii. 12, ili. 2) among New Testament writers. 

majesty] i.e. as it was displayed when He 
appeared unto them in His glory. ‘The word is 
one of rare occurrence in the New Testament, 
but it is worthy of notice that it is used (Luke 
ix. 43) in the narrative of the healing of the 
lunatic boy which took place at the foot of 
the mountain of Transfiguration, to describe 
the miracle which had just been wrought, 
“They were all amazed at the mighty power 
of God.” ‘Thus the wonder of the multitude 
at once owns the '* majesty” of which the 
Apostles had just been made conscious by 
the heavenly glory and words from above. 

The solemnity of the statement in ver. 16 is 
such that we cannot conceive that any forger 
could havemade it. The two participial clauses, 
éEaxodovbncarres, ‘‘having followed,” and 
erorrat yernOévres, “having been constituted 
eyewitnesses,” are exactly parallel, the first 
giving an account of what the writer was zo£ 
guided by, the other of that which did guide 
him in his teaching. More literally the con- 
struction would be expressed thus: ** We did 
not make known, &c., from the mere follow- 
ing of fables, but we did so because we had 
been constituted eyewitnesses.” 


17. For be received] ‘The construction 
in the original is interrupted. The sentence 
commences with a participle, ‘‘ For having re- 
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the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, This is my 





ceived," &c., and the strict grammatical se- 
quence would require that the next verse should 
begin with a finite verb referring back to this 
participle, e.g. ** He had us as listeners thereto 
when we were with him," &c. ‘There is a 
similar interruption in the grammar of 2 Cor. 
v. 6—8. 

from God tbe Father| because the heavenly 
voice declared ‘‘ This is my beloved Son." . 

honour and glory] It seems most probable 
that these refer here, the first to the voice 
which declared Jesus to be the Son of God, 
the latter to the brightness of His body and 
robes at the time of the Transfiguration. 
Though glory (8ó£a) is used by Christ Himself 
(Joh. vii 54) as almost an equivalent to 
honour (rin). ‘If I glorify (A. V. honour) 
myself, my glory (honour) is nothing.” 

when there came such a voice) ‘The literal 
rendering would be ‘ when such a voice was 
brought,’ and the same expression is found 
in the next verse, ‘‘ which came,” i.e. which 
was brought. ‘The verb is the same as in Acts 
li. 2, where the sound which came from 
heaven is spoken of, and which, subsequently 
in verse 6 of that chapter, is called a voice 
(porn), though the rendering of the A. V. 
*Now when this was noised abroad" does 
not make this clear. 

from the excellent glory] ‘The preposition 
is that which after a passive verb would be 
strictly rendered y. ‘The force is seen when 
the clause is translated literally, ** such a voice 
was brought to him dy the excellent glory." 
The excellent (or majestic) glory is an expres- 
sion equivalent to the Hebrew Shechinah, the 
visible manifestation of God's presence above 
the mercy-seat, and so signifies God Himself. 
By God was the voice uttered which pro- 
claimed Jesus as divine. The adjective (ueya- 
Nompemjs) excellent (or majestic) is used by 
the LX X. (Deut. xxxiii, 26) as a title of God, 
6 peyadompenns Tod ovepeoparos. (The A. V. 
comes more closely to the Hebrew, and ren- 
ders “in his excellency on the sky.”) The 
same adjective is applied (2 Macc. viii. 15) 
to the name of God, and more especially 
illustrative of the story of the Transfigura- 
tion is its application (3 Macc. ii. 9) to the 
manifestation (émupavera) of God. This noun 
is applied often by St Paul (2 Thess, ii. 8; 
1 Tim. vi. 14; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8; Tit. ii, 13) to 
the appearance of Christ in the clouds when 
He shall come to judge the world; and also 
(2 Tim. i. 10) to His appearing in the world 
at His birth, and in like manner peyaħorperis 
8ó£a here describes the magnificent splendour 
which shone round the whole scene of the 
Transfiguration, and told that God was there 
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beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 
18 And this voice which came 


as when on Sinai (Exod. xxiv. 17) “the sight 
of the g/ory of the Lord was like devouring 
fire on the top of the mount." 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased| ‘Though the A. V. makes the render- 
ing exactly accord with that of Matt. xvii. 5 
(and could hardly do otherwise) yet the Greek 
of the two passages presents a variation. (The 
Evangelist writes èv 6 evdoxnoa, the text in St 
Peter has eie ôv eya evddxnoa; while in the 
parallel passages (Mark ix. 7; Luke ix. 35) 
the words èv à evdoxnoa are omitted alto- 
gether.) Sothat the text before us corresponds 
literally with none of the records of the Evan- 
gelists; Had one been merely writing in 
the character of St Peter, and making use of 
the Apostle's name that he might gain more 
acceptance for what he was saying, it is hardly 
conceivable that he would not have followed 
to the letter some one of the Gospel narratives, 
whereas an actual witness of the scene who 
cared less for the exact words than for the 
fact to which he testified, would feel no scru- 
ple about the change of form in his language. 


18. we heard] As if to mark specially 
thepersonalconnection which the writerhad had 
with the events which he relates, the personal 
pronoun is here emphatically inserted, and the 
first clause of the verse would be both more 
literally and more forcibly represented thus: 
** and this voice ave ourselves heard come (or 
brought) out of heaven." 

the holy mount] It has been objected that 
in this expression there is trace of a late 
date, since such an appellation would not be 
in early days given to the mount of Trans- 
figuration. But of all places to which spe- 
cial sanctity would be ascribed by Christ’s 
followers, surely that would be the first to be 
so marked where the most solemn testimony 
was given to the divinity of Jesus. To the 
Jewish Christian this would rank with Sinai, 
and no name would be more fitly applied to it 
than that which had so constantly been given 
to a place on which God first revealed Himself 
in His glory. The **holy mount of God” 
(Ezek, xxvili. 14) would now receive another 
application, and he would see little of the true 
continuity of God's revelation who did not 
connect readily the old and the new cove- 
nants, and give to the place where the glory of 
Christ was most eminently shewn forth, the 
same name which was applied so oft to 
Sinai. 

19. We have, &c.] The pronoun may be 
taken as referring to the Apostles, of whom 
the writer may say that in consequence of 
the vision at the Transfiguration the sense of 
prophecy is to them more clear, and they have 
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from heaven we heard, when we 
were with him in the holy mount. 
I9 We have also a more sure 





a more sure grasp of its meaning. But as the 
closing words of the verse are an exhortation 
to his readers to give heed to the word of pro- 
phecy, it is better to make the pronoun “ we ? 
include both the Apostle and those for whom 
heis writing. ** We are all of us more sure 
of the meaning of the prophetic writings, be- 
cause of the revelation which we received and 
have imparted unto you." ‘Thus would the 
new light imparted at the Transfiguration be 
viewed as illuminating the hitherto dark places 
of the Old Testament prediction, and this 
sense would be best brought out by rendering 
** And we have the word of prophecy made 
more sure." 

But the meaning of the text may well be, 
** We have, as a still more sure ground of con- 
fidence than our vision at the Transfiguration, 
the word of prophecy, which has spoken so 
fully of the Messiah, and received so complete 
a fulfilment in the life of Jesus.” This would 
imply that though St Peter laid great stress on 
the revelation which had been vouchsafed to 
him and his companions, who were to go forth 
as the heralds of Christ, yet that the broader 
view given of the Messiah's office and the life 
which He should lead on earth is, at any rate 
for other men, a more sure basis of faith than 
can be the evidence derived from the narrative 
of one single vision. With this the sequel of 
the verse best accords. The Christians are 
exhorted to take heed to this prophetic word, 
to use it as a lamp which will guide them in 
their way to a full knowledge of God as He 
has revealed Himself, a more sure word of pro- 
phecy. ‘The phrase is definite and the adjective 
belongs to the predicate. Render either (1) 
we have the word of prophecy made more 
sure (i.e. by what we have seen and heard 
when we were with Jesus at His Transfigura- 
tion). Or (2) we have the word of prophecy 
yet more sure (i.e. on which men may 
rather rest their trust than on our narrative of 
what we have seen). 

This latter rendering is here to be preferred. 
And to appreciate this we must put ourselves 
somewhat in the place of those for whom St 
Peter wrote. The New Testament as we have 
it was to them non-existent. ‘Therefore we 
can readily understand how the long line of 
prophetic scriptures fulfilled in so many ways 
in the life of Jesus would be a mightier form 
of evidence than the narrative of one single 
event in St Peter’s life, however mighty the 
influence of that event might be on the mind 
of him to whom it occurred. And this is one 
of those passages which indicate that here we 
have no work of an inventor. Had such a 
one been writing he would have been sure to 
give most prominence to what had been made 
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word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do’ 
well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts : 


LI, PETER IT 


[v.:245 21. 


20 Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 


21 For the prophecy came not ! in ! Or, a 
any tim 


old time by the will of man: but 





known to St Peter directly. The true St 
Peter acts differently. 

ó mpodntikos Aóyos is used by Clemens 
Romanus (‘2 Ep. ad Corinth.’ 11) of words 
which are not contained in the Old Testa- 
ment, and which bear some resemblance to 
passages in the New Testament (James i. 8, 
&c.), but we cannot refer the expression here 
to anything but the writers of the Old Testa- 
ment, the false prophets under which dispensa- 
tion are presently referred to in ii. x. 

as unto a light| Better, as unto a lamp. 
The idea conveyed by the words is of some- 
thing which can be employed to give light 
wherever light may be needed, It is not merely 
a beam of light which shines in where all else 
is gloomy, but such a means of lighting as can 
be brought to bear now on one spot, now on 
another. 

that shineth in a dark (or squalid) place. 
‘The lamp of prophecy was the source of light 
to God’s servants as they moved through this 
life, which is a squalid place until it receives 
the full illumination which a right faith in 
Jesus brings to the heart. It is clear from the 
Apostle’s exhortation, urging on his hearers to 
take heed to the word of prophecy, that it is to 
this life that his words refer, and he is looking 
forward to an advance in spiritual knowledge 
for those to whom he speaks. ‘They are Chris- 
tians, but still they have many things to learn 
before God’s whole dispensation becomes clear, 
and the words of the prophets will be their best 
guide towards their complete enlightenment. 

until the day dawn] ‘The verb rendered 
** dawn" is only found here in the New Testa- 
ment. It differs from the word used by the 
Evangelists (Matt. xxviii. 1; Luke xxiii 54), 
and implies a thorough illumination, and bears 
out the explanation given above, that in the 
Apostle’s thought there is a course of illumi- 
nation which must gradually be shed over the 
believers, and in the end they will attain to 
that brightness which may be compared to 

.entire daylight, Of course the perfect day will 

not be reached till this life is ended, and there 
cannot but be in language like that of the text 
some looking forward also to that time when 
we shall know even as also we are known, but 
the primary reference of the words is to that 
degree of Christian light and knowledge which 
may be reached in this life. 

and the day star arise in your hearts] “day 
star" (pooddpos) is another unique word, 
and the picture set before us by this “ light- 
bringer” is of that light which grows within 
men's hearts as the reward of constant faith, 


and study of God's revelation, which makes 
them wise unto things divine, and also gives 
them understanding concerning a life to come. 
The world will still remain the “squalid 
place," but the light which is kindled within 
the heart will preserve the steps from stum- 
bling, and cheer the dreariness and gloom of 
the journey. | 


20. Knowing this first] ‘The sense re- 
quired is better given by the English verb 
understanding. The Apostle is laying 
down a rule for the right use of the prophetic 
word, and without a due comprehension 
thereof, there may be error in the use. This 
they are first to understand thoroughly before 
they begin to interpret prophecy. 

that no prophecy of the scripture| ‘The trans- 
lation would be made more exact by the 
omission of ‘ the,” 

is of any private interpretation] ‘The word 
rendered ‘‘interpretation” is only found here in 
the New Testament, but the verb from which 
it is derived is used in St Mark (iv. 34), * He 
expounded all things to His disciples," and that 
sense is no doubt the correct one. ‘The force 
of the whole verse would be better seen if the 
verb rendered “is” were more fully trans- 
lated; here it has its proper sense of **be- 
comes," ‘‘arises,” ‘ originates.” Thus we 
are guided to apply the words to prophecy 
as it was uttered by those who first gave it 
forth. It did not arise from the private inter- 
pretation of the prophets. ‘The words of the 
prophets of old were no mere human exposi- 
tion, no endeavour on man’s part to point to a 
solution of the difficulties which beset men’s 
minds in this life. ‘The prophets were moved 
by a Spirit beyond themselves, and spake 
things deeper than they themselves understood. 
With this may be compared what St Peter 
(i. 10) says about the prophets enquiring what 
the Spirit of Christ, by which they were 
moved to speak, was shewing unto them. 

The force of tos “private” (or special) 
in other passages of St Peter's Epistles (1. Pet. 
li. 1, 5; 2 Pet. ii. x6, 22, Hil, 3, 16, 27), 
where it is generally rendered own,” may 
suggest that the writer would also have his 
readers understand, that prophetic Scripture 
does not become its own interpreter, does not 
bring its own interpretation with it. It needs 
for its full comprehension the coming of the 
day-star. The Spirit of God in men’s hearts 
will continue to illumine words that aforetime 
seemed dark. 


21. For the prophecy came not in old time 


v. 1.] 


holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 He foretelleth them of false teachers, shewing 
the impiety and punishment both of them 
and their followers: 7 from which the godly 
shall be delivered, as Lot was out of Sodom: 





by the will of man] ‘There are several points 
in the rendering of this sentence which are 
capable of greater exactness. Instead of “in 
old time,” read rather, **at any time,” as in 
the margin. Next for “came,” read “was 
brought." Itisthe same verb which is ren- 
dered ** moved" in the next clause of this 
verse, and of the voice from heaven mentioned 
in verse 18, and which isused of the «rushing ” 
wind, indicative of the Holy Spirit's presence 
in Acts (ii. 2). The article would also be 
better omitted before ** prophecy," and so the 
clause would read “for no prophecy ever was 


brought (or imparted) at the will of man.” 


The prophets were only God's instruments, 
the carriers of His message, a sense well ex- 
pressed by the frequent phrase in the Old 
Testament, “by the hand of.” (Cf Isai. xx. 2 
(marg.), Num. xv. 23, &c.) 

but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost] Here is a variation 
in the Greek texts. The most authoritative 
reading would be rendered, «but men spake 
from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
It is not meant that the very words were given 
to the prophets, but that God’s Spirit within 
them was the source and commencement of all 
their utterances. What to say was given to 
them, the garb in which it was to be clothed 
was marked by the individuality of the men. 

The verb spake (é\dAncayv). is not unfre- 
quently used in the New Testament writings 
of words spoken by God or by His prophets. 
(Cf. Luke i. 45, 55, 70, Xxiv. 235; Acts iii. 21, 
24; James v. ro.) 


CHAP. ll. 1—22. ‘The whole chapter 
forms but one paragraph, of which the con- 
nection may be indicated thus. As of old 
there were false prophets, so shall there be 
false teachers now. ‘These shall lead astray 
many, but in the end shall be destroyed. 
They shall be punished as surely and as 
terribly as the angels that sinned, or as the 
world before the flood, or as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, but, like Noah and Lot, they that 
are godly shall be saved, for the Lord knoweth 
how to deliver. The most patent marks of 
those who shall become false teachers are that 
they walk after the flesh and are self-willed, 
despising dominion ; they live merely a life of 
sense, and count it pleasure to revel in the 
daytime, and being licentious themselves be- 
guile others by their evil ways. Yet they 
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10 and more fully describeth the manners 
of those profane and blasphemous seducers, 
whereby they may be the better known, and 
avoided, 


Tus there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in dam- 


promise boldly that they will give freedom to 
those who walk with them, whereas they are 
themselves very slaves of corruption. ‘They 
have known something of the way of righte- 
ousness and had escaped in a measure from 
the defilements of the world, but now are en- 
tangled again therein. . So their last state is 
worse than their first, and they fulfil the pro- 
verb, ‘“ The sow that is washed has turned 
again to the mire." 


1. But there avere (arose) false prophets] 
The language of the Pentateuch (Deut. xiii. 
I—5) speaks of such misguiding teachers and 
proclaims no mercy toward them. ‘The text 
speaks of the gradual rise and spread of les- 
sons that should lead men astray from the 
purity of the faith. ‘The writer is standing at 
the commencement of such an irruption of 
error, and marks the signs of the times and 
gives his warning. 

also] i.e. as well as the ** sure word of pro- 
phecy" spoken of in i. rg. In the visible 
Church, Jewish as well as Christian, the evil 
is ever mingled with the good. 

among the people] i.e. of Israel. ‘The word 
people (Aads) is thus used of the Jews as dis- 
tinguished from the rest of the world in Rom. 
xv. 1r, and in Jude 5 they are spoken of asa 
people (Naòs) whom the Lord had saved out of 
Egypt. As the whole history of Israel is a 
type of what should come on Christ’s church 
in later days, so the evils were pictured there 
as well as the blessings and mercies. ‘That 
St Peter felt this to be so, cf. x Pet. ii. 4— ro. 

false teachers) Now that He was come of 
whom all the prophets had spoken, the gift of 
prophecy was withdrawn and Christ's minis- 
ters were to be teachers after another manner, 
yet their lessons should be travestied for the 
delusion of men as had been those of the pro- 
phets before them. St Paul (Acts xx. 30) 
had foretold such false teachers rising out of 
the midst of the Church, and doing harm 
which none but they were able to do, drawing 
away disciples after themselves, and Christ 
Himself (Matt. xxiv. 11) had spoken of these 
days. ‘The writer of this Epistle was one 
stage nearer to the appearances of such de- 
ceivers, and could see what form their teachings 
would take, and what their lives would be like. 

privily shall bring in| ‘This in the original 
is one verb, which in addition to the notion 
of introducing something alongside of some- 
thing else contains also the idea of secrecy. 
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nable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. 


2 And many shall follow their ' per- ! Or, Zas- 


ZUiOus 


nicious ways; by reason of whom the ways, as 


way of truth shall be evil spoken of. pies read. 





It is found here only.in the New Testament, 
though the adjective derived from it is em- 
ployed by St Paul (Gal. ii. 4) to describe the 
false brethren privily brought in to the Chris- 
tian community. In Jude 4, we havea different 
verb, though compounded with the same pre- 
positions, to describe the men who in his day 
have already accomplished their evil work and 
are crept in unawares. St Peter foresaw what 
St Jude witnessed in fact. 

‘The whole question of the relation of the 
Epistle of St Jude to this second chapter of 
St Peter’s Epistle has been discussed in the 
Introduction to 2nd Peter. ‘The contrast be- 
tween srapevodéovow here and the maperréðv- 
cav in Judeis that which most definitely marks 
the difference in time between the two writers, 
and it would do violence to the literal mean- 
ing of the Greek words did we not place 
St Peter's narrative anterior to St Jude's. 
‘The former says the false teachers will come 
in, the latter, using the aorist, yet speaks of a 
thing accomplished, of men who are in the 
Church and doing their mischief, and he only 
employs the indefinite tense because he feels 
that while some are already in the Christian 
communities yet still more are coming after 
them. The whole relation of the two pas- 
sages seems to suit only with the grammatical 
acceptance of these key-words to the position 
of their respective writers. 

damnable heresies| Better, destructive 
heresies. ‘The literal rendering of the Greek 
is ** heresies of destruction,” signifying ‘‘ here- 
sies which lead to destruction,” Ze. which 
destroy not only those who are led astray 
thereby, but those who lead them likewise. 
Cf. below on v. 12, where the false teachers 
are spoken of as to be destroyed in their own 
destroying, and in the final clause of this verse 
are said to be “bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction." 

even denying tbe Lord tbat bougbt tbem] 
The even qualifies the latter portion'of the 
sentence, and the word rendered Lord should 
be Master. Denying even the Master that 
bought them would therefore express the mean- 
ing of the original more neatly. ‘These self- 
willed teachers knew that Christians were not 
their own but bought with a price (1 Cor. vi. 

` 20), and therefore were the bondservants of 
Christ (1 Cor. vii. 23), for Christ had bought 
them off from the curse of the Law (Gal. iii. 
13), and in that purchase He made them sons 
of God by adoption (Gal. iv. 5). But both 
by their lessons and lives they ignored all this. 
St Jude expands and explains St Peter's phrase, 
* denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ." 





This clause of the verse describes the nature 
of the heretical teaching, and Bp Wordsworth 
points out, from the history of the heresies. of 
the Apostolic age, how every phase resulted 
in a denial of Jesus Christ. The Jewish 
teachers explained away the doctrine of the 
Trinity. One form of Gnosticism taught that 
there were not in the Godhead three distinct 
persons, but only three different revelations of 
the same person. Others taught that the body 
of Christ was but a phantom; others that 
He was merely man, though the greatest and 
best of men; others that Jesus was man, but 
Christ was the divine Spirit, which entered 
into Jesus at His birth but left Him before 
His crucifixion; while others in practice, by 
their dissolute lives, denied Christ as their 
Master, and used their bodies as their own 
and not His. É 

After his own fall and repentance, to deny 
the Master would be in Peter's mind the 
strongest term which he could find for apo- 
stasy. But when he denied Jesus the Master 
had not yet paid the price for the redemption 
of His servants. How much more grievous 
must be the falling away of Christians; yet 
for all these who now denied Him, Christ had 
died. The redemption which He wished to 
make was to be for all men, “ even for the re- 
bellious." 

and bring upon themselves swift destruction] 
The verb is a participle, **2rizgizg upon them- 
selves," and expresses the result of the wrong 
teaching. ‘These men bring in heresies of 
destruction unto others, and know not that 
they are bringing at the same time destruction 
on themselves. Swift (raxwós) refers quite 
as much to the suddenness with which the 
destruction shall come as to any other charac- 
teristic of it. 

Taxwd0s, like YrevdodidSdoKxados and rapeisá- 

ew, I$ a word peculiar to St Peter in the 
ew Testament. 


2. The rendering should be, And many 
shall follow their lascivious ways. Cf. 
below, v. 18, where ‘by words of vanity ? 
these teachers are said “to entice in the lusts 
of the flesh by Jasciviousness.” 1 

In this verse the Text. Rec. reads dro- 
Aeíaus, but all the earliest MSS. have dgeA- 

etats. And this is now adopted by all editors, 
or it is easy to see how the former word 
has come in from the previous verse, while 
the earlier reading is in the spirit of St Jude’s 
more expanded expression, rjv rod Oeod "uv 
Xapira perarıðévres eis dréñyerav. 

by reason of whom] ‘This refers no doubt 
both to those who teach error and to those 


v. 3 4] 


3 And through covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make mer- 
chandise of you: whose. judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not. 


who follow them. Both bring the way of 
truth into dishonour, the former by the words 
which they speak against it, the latter by de- 
serting it and affording to others an argument 
that it is not worth following. 

‘The early Church had much to dread from 
the calumnies which might be cast upon it 
from the evil lives of any who professed to be 
in any sense Christians, for charges of immo- 
rality were among the most common slanders 
against which the early Apologists had to 
defend the Christians, and these no doubt 
grew out of the licence encouraged and in- 
dulged in by these false brethren. 


S. And through covetousness| ‘The prepo- 
sition in Greek is éy—in, and the literal ren- 
dering expresses exactly the condition of these 
false teachers as set before us in Scripture. 
From Simon Magus onward they are described 
as covetous, and so the Apostle styles them 
below in v. r4, and Jude (r6) expands the 
idea, ‘‘ having men’s persons in admiration for 
the sake of advantage.” And to Timothy 
St Paul (1 Tim. vi. 5) had spoken of those 
who supposed gain was godliness, and to 
Titus (i. 11) of men who ‘‘teach what they 
ought not for filthy lucre’s sake." These false 
brethren were sunk zz covetousness. 

with feigned words] ‘The adjective is only 
found here in the New Testament, and alludes 
to the lying character of the promises which 
these men made to those who listened to 
them. ‘They promised what they could not 
give because they had it not. (See below, 
v. I9.) Cf. also Rom. xvi. 18. Ain 

make merchandise) As with the Judaizing 
teachers of whom St Paul speaks (Gal. vi. 13), 
the glory of these false brethren was to have 
a multitude of followers. ‘These they are re- 
presented as buying, but all the price they pay 
is ** feigned words,” promises which never can 
come true. No doubt there is also a notion 
that such teachers would be supported by 
their followers, and in covetousness they 
aimed to secure such support, and treated in 
this respect their adherents as objects of traffic 
out of which they might make gain. i 

whose judgment] Rather, sentence. Their 
doom is pronounced already, and their end is 
destruction. (Cf. Phil. iii. 19.) . ^ 

ZeraAa,—now of a long time, is a Petrine 
word, found only here and in iii. 5, while in 
dpyei and vvorá(eu the former of which is 
unique and the latter occurs only here and in 
Matt. xxv. 5 (in its literal sense), we have 
examples of that figurative language of which 
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4 For if God spared not the an- 
gels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment ; 





so many examples can be produced from both 
the first and second Epistles. ‘Their judgment 
is not idly loitering, nor is their destruction 
nodding to sleep, but is sure to come. 

and their damnation] Better, their destruc- 
tion. ‘The original is the same word that 
occurs twice just before in v. 1. 


4. The Apostle proceeds to give examples 
of the punishment of the ungodly and the 
deliverance of the righteous. ‘These he draws 
(1) from angels that sinned, (2) from the 
world before the flood and the deliverance of 
Noah, and (3) from the overthrow of the 
cities of the plain out of. which Lot was 
saved. 

For if God spared not tbe angels that sinned} 
There is no definite article in the original. 
Better, spared not angels when they sin- 
ned. It has been generally held that the 
allusion here is to the narrative in Gen. vi. 4, 
and that the angels here mentioned are those 


who are there called DONA *22, but as there 
is no account given in Genesis of the punish- 
ment of those offenders, and as it is the punish- 
ment which in the Epistle is mainly dwelt on, 
it seems better to conclude that the allusion is 
to some extra-biblical literature in which men- 
tion is not unfrequently made of the sins and 
punishments of the angels (e.g. * Bk. of Enoch? 
VII. I, 2). Such traditional literature was 
familiar to the Apostles, as we may see from 
I Cor. x. 45 2 Tim. iii. 8, &c. For instances 
ilustrative of this passage from Rabbinical 
literature, see Additional Note at the end of 
the Chapter. 

The parallel passage in Jude 6, which ex- 
pands the statement of St Peter, **angels which 
kept not their own principality [or dominion] 
but forsook their proper habitation," seems to 
give some countenance to the connection of 
this passage with the story in Genesis, but yet 
that expansion may equally well be referred 
to the Rabbinical tradition, for there too a 
change of abode is mentioned. 

but cast them down to hell] The original 
raprapócas, Which is not found elsewhere, is 
literally, **having cast them into Tartarus," 
which to a Jewish mind would be the same as 
Hades or Gehenna. ‘That the notion of Tar- 
tarus, though strictly a heathen one, was not 
unfamiliar to the Jews we may see from Jose- 
phus, who (‘c. Apion.’ II. 33) speaks of the 
oldest heathen gods as éy raprap@ Sedepevous 
=fettered in ‘Tartarus. 

and delivered them into chains of darkness] 
In the verb delivered (mapéSwxe) is the idea of 
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5 And spared not the old world, 
but saved Noah the eighth person, 
a preacher of righteousness, bringing 
in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly ; 

6 And turning the cities of Sodom 





committing to prison. Cf. Acts viii, 3, xii. 4 
and other places. 

On the word rendered **chains" the MSS. 
N, A, B, C have a various reading which 
might be translated * pits” or “dens,” and 
this reading has been adopted by recent edi- 
tors. But there are variations of text im A 
and N which if adopted would require the 
word to be taken as an adjective, and the 
variation is so slight (ceipois for ceipais) that 
it seems hardly established that “ pits” should 
be the rendering. For the word as found in 
use signifies. a pit where grain can. be stored 
and kept safe for use. Now this is scarcely 
the notion required by our context, while the 
expression ‘chain of darkness" is found 
Wisd. xvii. 17, and it will be seen that the 
idea of ‘‘ chaining in darkness" enters largely 
into the Rabbinical literature concerning the 
fallen angels. (See extracts at the end of this 
Chapter.) 

to be reserved unto judgment) Amid such 
pains as are said in the Gospel (Matt. xxv. 
41) to be ‘prepared for the devil and his 
angels." 


5. And spared not the old (ancient) 
world] ‘Though the wrong doers and wrong 
teachers may be many, their number shall not 
profit them, for God spared only Noah and 
his family when the flood swept away the 
world of the ungodly. 

but saved (preserved) Noah the eighth 
person] ‘This. is a not uncommon though 
somewhat abbreviated Greek formula = Noah 
with seven others. ‘The expression ** guarded” 
or ‘‘preserved” (épvAage), is apparently an 
allusion to the words of Genesis (vii. 16), 
“the Lord shut him in." 

a preacher of righteousness] We have no 
intimation of this in the Scripture, but we 
may see from Josephus (* Antiq." I. 3. 1) that 
there was a tradition of the kind among the 
Jews. ‘The whole passage, which illustrates 
our text, is as follows, ** Noah being grieved at 
the things which were done by them and being 
displeased at their counsels, urged them to 

` change for the better their thoughts and ac- 
tions. But seeing that they did not yield, but 
were mightily mastered by the pleasure of 
evil, fearing lest they should kill him, he de- 
parted from the land with his wife and his 
sons and the women whom they had married." 
And in the Midrash, * Bereshith Rabba,’ xxx. 
6, we find **'T'here rose up a herald for God 
in the age of the deluge: that was Noah." 
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[v. 5-7. 


and Gomorrha into ashes condemned 
them with an overthrow, making them 
an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly ; 

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with 
the filthy conversation of the wicked : 


This explanation of the Midrash is note- 
worthy in the light of St Peter's word **herald? 
(ppv). 

bringing in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly| Better, when He brought a flood, 
&c. ‘There is no article in the Greek, indeed 
the whole verse is remarkable for having no 
article in it. 

6. And turning...into ashes| ‘The verb so 
rendered (rejpócmas) is unique and is one of 
the writer’s picturesque and expressive words. 

condemned them with an overthrow | ‘The 
dative here, as in Mark x. 33, might be taken 
=to overthrow. But ** overthrow” is not a 
word. of the same character as “death” in 
that passage, and. in the case of the cities of 
the plain it was dy their overthrow that their 
deeds were condemned, and they made a per- 
petual warning. ‘The expanded. text of St 
Jude (v. 7) in this notice of Sodom and Go- 
morrah is worth observation, as a sign of a 
later date when the licentiousness of these 
false teachers had: become more apparent, and 
had made the parallel between them and the 
cities of the plain more complete. 

making them] Rather, having made 
them, and so in St Jude they are said to be 
“ set forth,” as if in perpetuity, that men may 
always be able to point to:them. 

an ensample unto those, &c.] i.e. a type of 
the utter overthrow which should. come on 
such offenders. 

that after sbould live ungodly| The word 
* after" would be better omitted. (It makes 
a double translation of peAdAdvr@y, the future 
sense of whichissufficiently given by ‘‘should.”) 
The offences of the sinners before the flood 
and of the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah are described by the same term ase- 
Beiv. Firstthey have no fear of God before 
their eyes, and when that is absent regard for 
man, either in their own persons or those of 
others, soon follows it, and. so these men may 
all be classed together. 


"7. And delivered just (righteous) Lot] 
He, like Noah, had' by his life been a herald of 
righteousness. Josephus styles him ** one who 
had learnt Abraham’s goodness.” 

vexed| ‘The verb is rather connected pri- 
marily with the sense of physical weariness 
than mental pain. So **worn out" or dis- 
tressed would be a closer rendering. He 
had talked to no purpose. ‘‘ He seemed as 
one that mocked unto his sons-in-law." The 
word only occurs in the New Testament again, 


v. $—10.] 


8 (For that righteous man dwell- 
ing among them, in seeing and 
hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with ther unlawful 
deeds ;) t 

9 The Lord knoweth how to deli- 
ver the godly out of temptations, and 


Acts vii. 24, of the Israelite who was wronged 
by the Egyptian. 

with the filthy conversation of tbe wicked] 
Literally, ** by the life of the wicked in lasci- 
viousness.” Conversation in the older English 
of the A.V. nearly always represents, as here, 
the Greek dvaorpody, meaning ‘manner of 
life.” Perhaps the best rendering would be, 
by the lascivious manner of life of the 
wicked. 

The word here rendered wicked is only 
found in this Epistle (here and iii. 17) in the 
New Testament, and signifies ** those who set 
law at defiance and so are deprived of its 
protection." 


8. ‘This parenthetic verse is an explanation 
of the nature of the distress under which Lot 
suffered. It was by what he saw and heard 
that he vexed (the word literally means tor- 
mented) his righteous soul. The sentence 
is so framed as to give emphasis to Lot's self- 
torture because of what he saw. And when 
we notice the words ** dwelling among them," 
and remember that it was his own choice 
(Gen. xiii. 11) that selected the plain of Jor- 
dan and the neighbourhood of Sodom for his 
home, we can understand how such self- 
tormenting might be natural. For it is re- 
corded when he made the choice that ‘‘ the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly." 

The words seeing (BMéupa) and dwelling 
among (éykarowéo) are not found elsewhere 
in the New Testament. 


9. Here we come to the apodosis of those 
conditional clauses which commenced in v. 4, 
and all depend on the conjunction that is only 
once expressed there. 

The Lord knoweth| And God’s knowledge 
implies-His power. 

to deliver the godly| As He shewed in the 
instances of Noah and Lot. The temptation 
in the former case seems not to have been so 
wilfully entered into as was Lot’s, but whether 
God send the temptation or men choose it for 
themselves, yet if they resist it and continue 
to hold fast their integrity, the way to escape 
will be made for them. 

In the next clause the verb rendered by the 
A.V. *to be punished" is not in the future 
but in the present tense, and is closely con- 
nected with the other verb in the sentence. 
It is better to render: and to reserve under 
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to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished : 

10 But chiefly them that walk 
after the flesh in the lust of unclean- 


ness, and despise government. ^Pre- ! Or, domi- 
. 7L. 
sumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are a Jude s, 


not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 





punishment the unrighteous. For their 
state is one of chastisement even before the 
judgment-day comes. Our Saviour’s picture 
in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
reveals this to us. 

the unjust] i.e. such as the offending angels, 
and the ante-diluvian generation, and the 
Sodomites, of the first of whom it has been 
already (v. 4) said, that they are **to be re- 
served unto judgment." 


10. But chiefly] i.e. above all others shall 
God reserve under punishment the sinners now 
to be described. 

them that walk after tbe flesh| St Jude, who 
saw to what lengths these offenders had come, 
describes them as offending in like manner 
with Sodom and Gomorrah. ‘ Yet" (i.e. in 
spite of the warning set forth before their 
eyes) “in like manner these also defile the flesh.” 
Some Gnostic teachers allowed themselves in 
sensual excesses, and the writer of this Epistle 
speaks not so plainly indeed as St Jude of 
their foul lives, but yet shews that he saw 
clearly whither they were tending. 

in the lust of uncleanness| Just as St Paul 
to the Ephesians (iv. 22) speaks of ‘lusts of 
deceit," deceitful lusts, lusts which deceive all 
who follow them, so the lusts spoken of here 
are such as defile all who are captivated by 
them. ‘The word for ‘‘uncleanness,” as also 
a kindred word in v. 20 rendered ‘ defile- 
ments," is used nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament. ‘The former signifies a condition of 
defilement, the latter the thing which defiles. 

and despise government| Better, dominion. 
The word signifies Jordship, and it may be 
referred primarily to Jesus Christ, but it also 
includes every form of authority which would 
exercise restraint upon these offenders. Christ 
or other authority they utterly disregard. 

Presumptuous are they| Better, simply, 
Daring: though they have known the penal- 
ties of sin yet they defy them. 

selfwilled, they tremble not to rail at 
dignities| Here dignities (Ooéa:) seems from 
the context to refer to spiritual powers, God's 
agents in the government of the world. ‘This 
is apparent from the kar’ avràv of the follow- 
ing verse, where the angels are said not to 
bring a railing accusation against these doar, 
and a special instance is given in St Jude's 
more expanded and Midrash-like form of the 
illustration; for he speaks of Michael the 
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I Some 
read, 
against 
them- 
selves, 


` evidence is in favour of their retention. 


TE 


11 Whereas angels, which are 
greater in power and might, bring 
not railing accusation ' against them 
before the Lord. 

12 But these, as natural brute 
beasts, made to be taken and de- 


PORCH DE 


[v. 11—13. 


stroyed, speak evil of the things 
that they understand not; and shall 
utterly perish in their own corrup- 
tion ; 

13 And shall receive the reward 
of unrighteousness, a5 they that count 








archangel disputing with the devil, and yet 
bringing no railing judgment. In later times the 
inhabitants of heaven were ranged in Christian 
literature into ranks and orders. Such a divi- 
sion was no doubt largely due to the Gnostic 
teaching with its systems of /Eons, each pos- 
sessed of its own specific powers and office. 
But speculations on such a subject might find 
an earlier warrant from words like those of St 
Paul (Rom. viii. 38), where he speaks of 
* angels, principalities and powers " as separate 
classes of spiritual agencies. In the verse 
before us St Peter means that the daring and 
self-willed sinners of whom he speaks, though 
knowing the might of the spiritual powers, yet 
in contempt of them, whether they be good or 
bad, proceed on their evil courses, setting at 
naught the danger into which evil powers may 
lead them, and disregarding the warnings which 
may be ministered to them by the good. 
And though doing this they tremble not. 


ll. Whereas angeli] And St Jude's ex- 
ample is that of the mighty archangel Michael. 

though greater in power and might] i.e. 
than the dignities (8ó£ai), for in all orders of 
the hierarchy of heaven, whether founded on 
Scripture or not, the angels and archangels 
stand first. 

bring not a railing judgment against them] 
The only apposite illustration in Holy Scrip- 
ture is Zech. iii. 2, where the **angel of the 
Lord” appears with Joshua the high-priest 
under his care, while Satan comes forth as an 
adversary. ‘There it is said, **'The Lord said 
unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan." 
In which passage the manifestation of the 
divine presence under the form and name of 
* the angel of the Lord” is in harmony with 
the rest of the Old Testament narrative, and 
this representative of Jehovah must have been 
the speaker of the words of rebuke to the 
adversary. And the very words ‘the Lord 
rebuke thee” are put by St Jude into the 
mouth of Michael (Jude 9). 

before the Lord] By some MSS. and editors 
these words are omitted, but the balance of 
For 
such a scene is here hinted at, where Jehovah 
presides as supreme Judge, hearing all sides 
before He gives a decision, cf. Job i., and 
similar descriptions are not unfrequent in the 
Rabbinical writings. Cf. ‘ Bereshith Rabba,’ 
p. viii. (on Gen. i. 26). 


19. But these] the sinners of whose evil 


lessons and practices the Apostle is giving 
warning. 

as creatures without reason. Though 
professing to have greater light than other 
men they act with as little reason as the brute 
creation. The A.V. **as natural brute beasts” 
is a most expressive rendering of this word 
and those which follow, but scarcely enables 
the reader to see the force of the several Greek 
words. 

born mere (or natural) animals. 
And never advancing beyond the ‘things 
which they know naturally as brute beasts” 
(Jude ro). 

to be taken and destroyed] Which, for the 
harm they do, deserve no better fate. Some 
have rendered these words, **to take and de- 
stroy," as though they looked on to the latter 
clause of the verse, thus making them a de- 
scription of the acts of those men who en- 
snared and ruined all whom they were able to 
beguile by their teaching. But it seems better 
to connect them with the description of the 
animals. 

railing in matters whereof they are 
ignorant. ‘Thus shewing themselves ** crea- 
tures without reason." 

shall in their destroying be utterly 
destroyed. Inthisrespect too their lot shall 
be that of mere animals, which by their appetites 
are led on to destruction, and are taken and 
slain while attempting to seize some prey. So 
these men while they are bent on misleading, 
and so destroying, shall fall themselves into the 
destruction which they have made for others. 


13. And shall receive the wages of un- 
righteousness| ‘This is another form of ex- 
pressing that for their work of destruction 
they shall reap destruction. The wages of 
unrighteousness can be but ruin, as to Balaam 
(Num. xxxi. 8, 16) and to Judas (Acts i. 18). 
Some very ancient MSS. read here, ‘‘ being 
wronged in the wages of unrighteousness," 
and a sense may be obtained from these words, 
if we think that these deceivers had looked for 
different wages from their master than they in 
the end obtained, that the promise made to 
them at the outset had been as fair-seeming as 
that which they now make to others. 

wages of unrighteousness] ‘The words wmo- 
Ody düik(as are only found here and below in 
v. rs, and in St Peters speech concerning 
Judas (Acts i. 18). The expression is thus 
peculiar to St Peter, and it is well that it 
should be rendered by the same English ex- 


r. an 


ylteress. 


V. 14, 15.] 


it pleasure to riot in the day time. 
Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 
themselves with their own deceivings 
while they feast with you; 

14 Having eyes full of 'adultery, 
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and that cannot cease from sin; be- 
guiling unstable souls: an heart they 
have exercised with covetous prac- 
tices; cursed children : 

I5 Which have forsaken the right 





pression in each case. 
them in each instance. 

men who count it pleasure to revel in the 
day time. Here begins an enumeration of 
other features in the character of the false 
teachers. Hitherto there has been mainly 
noticed their bearing towards all authority, 
now we are to hear of their excessive self- 
indulgence. 

Tpvd) is rather ‘delicate living” than “riot.” 
Cf. James v. 5, ** Ye have /ived in pleasure on 
the earth." Some have understood «jv èv 
neepa Tpvdr» of luxury which lasted for a 
brief time, but the design of the Apostle is to 
describe these false teachers not as simply 
sinners, but as far worse than other sinners. 
The day is for honest walking, and “they that 
are drunken are drunken in the night" (x 
Thess. v. 7), but these men give day as well 
as night to their revels, and find their pleasure 
in so doing. 

Spots and blemishes] . An utter contrast to 
those whom Christ redeemed (1 Pet. i. 19), 
and who should strive after His likeness Who 
was as a lamb without blemish and without 
spot. Cf. for this character of true Christians 
il. 14 and Eph. v. 27. 

revelling in their deceivings] Here 
the '*deceivings" would signify the things 
which they have gotten by deceit, and on 
which they live delicately. For not only self- 
indulgence and licentiousness but greed of 
gain is among the offences of these sinners. 

Some ancient authorities and some modern 
editors read here dyaraıs for dráraıs, and this 
is the word in Jude 12. At first sight the 
pronoun avréy appears to be an obstacle to 
the adoption of the same word here. It seems 
natural enough to say “they revel in (or on) 
their deceivings," but not quite so to speak of 
the-love-feasts as theirs. But if we hold St 
Peter’s Epistle to be the earlier we can see a 
reason for the change of the pronoun. In 
his day these false teachers at love-feasts of 
their own devising held their riot, but when 
St Jude wrote the evil had spread farther and 
from being a practice confined to the few who 
had crept in unawares was become so extend- 
ed that he could speak of such men as blots 
on the agape of the whole Church, But it is 
impossible to decide with certainty on the true 
reading here, though the word in Jude is in 
some degree an evidence that we should adopt 
the same here. 

while they feast with you| ‘The congrega- 
tions have established these common meals to 
cheer the hearts and strengthen the affection 


The A.V. has varied 


between their members. The false teachers 
come and share like the rest, join in the ban- 
quet of the Church's bounty, but are spots 
and blemishes in the body of Christians, for it 
is no feast of brotherly love which they seek 
to share, but by their boldness and licence to 
lead their fellows astray and turn the dyázg 
into Tpupy. 


14. Having eyes full of adultery] Literally, 
as in the margin of A.V., full of an adulteress. 
A most forcible but singular phrase for ex- 
pressing that complete absorption in sensual 
thoughts and desires that the eye, the most 
expressive feature, seems to realize the presence 
of some object of the desire and to be intently 
gazing on it. 

and that cannot cease from sin] The eyes 
have been so schooled to sensual expression 
that now they never lose it, but seem ever on 
the watch for opportunity to do evil. 

enticing unstedfast souls. ‘The me- 
taphor is from a bait to catch fish, and the 
word occurs again in v. 18, and is used by 
St James (i. 14), and would come at once to 
the minds of the fishermen of Galilee. Un- 
stedfast (dotnpixros) is only found in this 
Epistle (here and iii. 16), and is a word of 
much significance for St Peter, for he was 
charged specially to labour against such unsted- 
fastness (Luke xxii. 32), ** When thou art con- 
verted, strengthen (ovüjpi£ov) thy brethren.” 

having a heart exercised in cove- 
tousness. Here we come on the third evil 
characteristic of these deceivers. ‘They are 
greedy of gain. (The Text. Rec. gives mAeo- 
ve&iaie, which the A. V. renders rightly by the 
plural, but the best MSS. read sAeove£(as, and 
the verb is not uncommonly followed by such 
a genitive.) ‘The exercise indicated by the verb 
is that of an athlete for a contest. In like 
manner have these men trained themselves in 
their habits of greed. 

children of cursing. The A.V. “cursed 
children” scarcely gives the force of the origi- 
nal. ‘The sense is like that phrase (Eph. ii. 3) 
“children of wrath,” z.e. for whom wrath is 
prepared, and so these men have a curse in 
store for them. 


15. forsaking the right way] Accord- 
ing to Tischendorf’s eighth edition the present 
tense has rather more authority than the aorist, 
but it is so closely joined with the finite verb 
which follows in the aorist, that the change 
does not affect the sense. ‘The right way” 
is that which is called (Acts xiii. 10) **the 
rght ways of the Lord," which Elymas (a 
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way, and are gone astray, following 
the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, 
who loved the wages of unright- 
eousness ; 

16 But was rebuked for ‘his ini- 
quity: the dumb ass speaking with 
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[v. 16, 17. 


man’s voice forbad the madness of 
the prophet. 

17 These are wells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a tempest ; 
to whom the mist of darkness is re- 
served for ever. 





forerunner of the false teachers against whom 
St Peter speaks) was seeking to pervert. 

they are gone astray| Having at first been 
deluded, but afterwards giving themselves up 
to the wrong way into which they have been 
brought, they are seeking to make others as 
bad as themselves. 

having followed the way of Balaam the son 
of Bosor| The verb **having followed,” which 
is a strengthened form, is found three times in 
this Epistle (i. 16, ii. 2, 15) and nowhere else 
in the New Testament. It gives the idea of 
following out to the end, as Balaam went on, 
though he learnt that his way was unpleasing 
to the Lord. — 

It is noteworthy how many times the word 
* way” occurs in Num. xxii., the account of 
Balaam's sinful journey. 

Bosor is a form which arose probably 
from some dialectic pronunciation of the Y in 
the name $3, and it would be better here to 
conform the English Version to the Old Tes- 
tament orthography. 

In Rev. ii, 14, 15 Balaam is mentioned in 
such a conjunction with the Nicolaitans that 
we can hardly help concluding the writer 
of this Epistle and St Jude had those false 
teachers in their thoughts when they spake of 
Balaam's sin as marking the offenders against 
whom they wrote. 

who loved the wages of unrighteousness | 
See above on v. 13. Balaam’s love was for 
the gain, though on his lips was, ‘‘ Though 
Balak should give me his house full of silver 
and gold." So these deceivers have one thing 
on their lips but another in their hearts. 


16. But was rebuked for bis transgres- 
sion] His offence was a defiance of God’s 
command, which at first spake expressly that 
he should not go with Balak’s messengers. 
The word for “rebuke” is only found here 
in the New Testament. 

a dumb ass] vrotdi-y.or, literally “a beast of 
burden,” is used of the ass, but in the East 
that animal and the mule are the only ju- 
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speaking with man's voice stayed the mad- 
ness of the prophet) It was not the ass but 
the angel who really hindered Balaam on the 
way, but the clearer vision of the dumb beast 
was the cause of the first delay, and so the 
whole result is ascribed to what was but the 
first step towards it. It is not without pur- 
pose that Balaam is styled ‘‘the prophet,” 
but thus the contrast is heightened between 


the wicked folly of him who should have 
been wise, and the brute beast by which he 
was rebuked. 

The word for madness (mapadpovía) is only 
found in this place. 


17. Having specified the sins which should 
mark the lives of these false teachers, the 
Apostle now goes on to notice the vain nature 
of all which they profess to teach. They 
promise great things, and men look to them 
with expectation but are doomed to disap- 
pointment. 

These are springs without water] It is 
to bring out as strongly as possible the idea 
of apostasy that the imagery of this verse is 
employed. ‘These false teachers bear the sem- 
blance of teachers, just as, for a little time, 
a place in Eastern lands where water has 
flowed will continue green, but disappoint the 
thirsty traveller who may be led by a little 
verdure to hope for water. ‘There was water, 
and perhaps not long ago, but there is. none 
now, and so with these deceivers. They 
give promise, but that promise is never rea- 
lized. And the same notion is in the next 
clause. 

and mists driven by a tempest. 
These promised showers of blessing, but the 
wind. carried them away, and they did no 
good to the ground over which they were 
swept so quickly. The Text. Rec. reads ve- 
dédac=clouds. (A.V.), but the best MSS. 
have instead kai duiyAat. opixAn is not found 
elsewhere in New ‘Testament. 

for whom] i.e. for the deceiving teachers. 

the blackness of darkness] ‘The words 
are the same as in Jude 13, and it is better 
to translate them in the same way in both 
places. 

hath been reserved] The way of the 
wicked is frequently spoken of as a way of 
darkness (cf. Prov. iv. 19), but the passage 
which is most nearly an illustration of the 
text is Jer. xxiii. g—12, where false prophets 
are spoken of, over whose deeds ‘‘ the heart is 
broken, for the land is full of adulterers, both 
prophet and priest are profane...wherefore 
their way shall be unto them as slippery ways 
in the darkness." 

At the end of the verse the A. V. has ‘for 
ever," but these words are not in the original 
of the best MSS., and appear to have been 
inserted here in later MSS. to bring the text 
of St Peter into more exact accord with that 
of St Jude, where the words are found. 


v. 18—20.] I PETER JJ. 

18 For when they speak great 

swelling words of vanity, they allure 

through the lusts of the flesh, through 

much wantonness, those that were 

p274, "clean escaped from them who live 
in error. 
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berty, they themselves are the ser- 
vants of corruption: for of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he 
brought in bondage. 

20 For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through 


ye read. 


ile, as 
I9 While they promise them li- 


the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 





18. For uttering great swelling words 
of vanity|< In the previous verse we had these 
false teachers described in figures, now we have 
the application. We see why they are water- 
less fountains, and rainless mists, because their 
words are vanity. All that they say must 
come to naught. Cf. Eph. iv. 17, “The 
vanity of their mind.” 

This first clause describes the means em- 
ployed to beguile the unstable; words which 
promise much. The ** when" of A.V. is not 
needed. ‘The boastful promises of the de- 
ceiver are always there. 'The adjective ren- 
dered “great swelling words” (imépoyka), 
is only found here and in the parallel passage, 
Jude 16, and the verb @ééyyeoOa: is not the 
usual word for speaking but rather indicates 
a public and loud proclamation, and it is to be 
noticed that it is only found in the New Testa- 
ment here and above (v. 16) of Balaam’s ass, 
and in Acts iv. 18, a passage of which the 
language is probably due to St Peter. 

they entice] as above in v. 14. 

in the lusts of the flesh| Here is described 
the condition in which these men live. ‘They 
walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement,” 
and ‘have eyes that cannot cease from sin.” 

by lasciviousness. ‘The word is plural 
in the original and intimates that there is no 
temptation which they do not offer. This is 
the bait by which they entice their followers. 

those who are just escaping. (The 
Text. Rec. here is rods dvtws drodvyóvras, 
which is well rendered those that were clean 
escaped, but the oldest MSS. give dAéyws with 
the present participle.) ‘This suits the context 
better. For they who were clean escaped 
would not be in so much danger of falling back 
as would those who were but just getting free. 

Srom them that live in error] With this 
expression may be compared i. 4, ‘‘ having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world through lust.” ‘Those that live in error 
are the heathen who know not God. Having 
lived lives according to the flesh hitherto, they 
are more easily led astray by temptations of 
that nature, when they have just begun their 
Christian profession. ‘To such weak brethren 
the false teachers utter their proud promises, 
and shewing them a life more like their old 
one, and calling for less restraint than true 
Christianity demands, win them to their 
teaching. 


19. Promising them liberty] No doubt 
New Test.—Vot. IV, 





these apostates would make a wrong use of 
words like those of St Paul (Rom. viii. 21) 
concerning ‘‘the glorious /iberty of the children 
of God,” and (2 Cor. iii. 17) **where the Spirit 
of the Lord is there is /iberty,” leaving out of 
mind that other admonition (Gal. v. 13), 
** use not /iberty for an occasion to the flesh." 
And here we have an example of those sayings 
of St Paul which ‘the ignorant and unsted- 
fast" (like these backsliding professors) ** wrest 
unto their own destruction." 

while they themselves are bondservants 
of corruption. Here, as in i. 4, there is deep- 
rooted in the word for “corruption” the 
other notion of ‘destruction,” as above in 
v. I2 Of this chapter. 'These false teachers 
have taken service as bondslaves under a mas- 
ter who uses them to corrupt others, but who 
at the same time will, in their service, destroy 
them too. They destroy others and will 
themselves ‘‘in their destruction be destroyed.” 
The verb for **are" in this clause is one which 
describes their being as a settled condition. It 
is used below (iii rr), ‘what manner of 
persons ought ye zo be in all holy living.” 
The notion is that of being **employed on” 
or “ busy about ” anything. 

Sor of whom (or what) a man is overcome, 
of the same is be also brought into bondage] 
For the sentiment cf. John viii. 34; Rom. vi. 
16. ‘The also, which is in the Text. Rec. as 
well as old MSS., seems to give force to the 
sentence. It is possible for a sinner, though 
he fall, yet to rise again, and try once more to 
resist temptation, but when he has owned 
himself beaten, then sin goes further and makes 
him its slave. 


20. In this verse the Apostle gives a reason 
for calling these false teachers bondservants. 
They had once got free, or what seemed to be 
free, from their life in error, but a relapse 
makes them powerless to struggle into free- 
dom again. ‘They are hopelessly enslaved now. 

For if after they have escaped the defile- 
ments of the world| ‘These defilements are 
the corruption that was in the heathen world 
through lust (i. 4). These teachers by join- 
ing the fellowship of the Christian Church 
seemed to have made this amount of progress. 

Here puo para is an unique word. 

through the knowledge of tbe Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ} This is that full knowledge 
(€miyvwots) on which the Apostle so strongly 
insists (cf. 1. 2), and which he here defines as a 
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viour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than 
the beginning. 

21 For it had been better for them 
not to have known the way of right- 
eousness, than, after they have known 
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it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto them. 

22 But it is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The 
dog zs turned to his own vomit again ; 
and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire. 





knowledge of Jesus Christ as the Lord and 
Saviour. It was such a knowledge which 
these apostate teachers appeared once to have 
had, but now they were **denying the Master 
that bought them." 

they are again entangled therein, and over- 
come| ‘They called their condition freedom, 
but the Apostle sees that they are like the 
fishes (to which by his language he has already 
compared those whom they entice), caught in 
the folds of a net from which there is no 
escape. 

the last state is become worse with 
them than the first] Cf. Christ's language, 
Matt. xii. 45. The evil spirit that had been 
cast out has returned and brought with him 
seven other spirits more wicked than himself. 
Such applications of the language of Jesus. as 
we find, in this verse and the one preceding it, 
where the words are not literally repeated, as 
a forger might have been tempted to use them, 
but given with such modifications as shall 
retain their spirit, though suiting the form to 
the occasion which calls for their use, are most 
interesting because they indicate that the writer 
knew the circumstances under which Christ 
spake, and could use His words as they were 
intended to be used. And more than this, 
they are in some degree characteristic of a 
time when. the Gospel narrative was being 
orally delivered, and when living hearers of 
Jesus were still in the world. 

The ro?ro:s in this verse has by some been 
made emphatic and referred to the false teach- 
ers, and thus the whole sense of the verse 
modified in this wise. For if (those who are 
beguiled by these apostates) after they have 
escaped...are again entangled by these (de- 
ceivers)...the last state, &c. But such a ren- 
dering seems to suit the context very ill. For 
those men who were only just escaping from 
those that live in error (v. 18) can hardly be 
said in any sense to have attained to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ the Lord and 
Saviour, or to have '*known the way of 
righteousness” (v. 21). 


21. For it had; been better for them, &c.] 
For with increased knowledge comes increase 
of responsibility, and. greater condemnation for 
the misuse of what men know. On. the con- 
dition of such apostates cf. Heb. vi. 4—6. 
They crucify the Son of God afresh. 

the way of righteousness] ‘This was defined 
in the last verse as the knowledge of the Lord 





and Saviour Jesus Christ. But the Apostle’s 
use of the present expression as equivalent to 
the former, shews that faith in Christ was 
never without works of righteousness. 

the holy commandment, &c.] Christ's ex- 
planation of the moral law. in His Sermon on 
the Mount may emphatically be called by this 
name. And some of the precepts which He 
there delivered were those which these false 
teachers disregarded in their own lives, and 
from the restraints of which they promised 
freedom to those who joined their number. 
And Christ's interpretation and application of 
the Mosaic code (which St Paul [Rom. vii. 
12] had called holy of itself) had made that 
law still more worthy of the title. 


22. It bas happened unto them, &c. The 
“But” of the A.V., representing ôè in the 
Text. Rec., seems to be a later addition, and 
not warranted by the earliest MSS. 

proverb] The two proverbs which are here 
cited are taken from the two beasts held in 
greatest contempt in Eastern and Jewish 
thought. The dog to this day is the usual 
scavenger in Oriental cities, and swine are an 
abomination. For an instance of the coupling 
of these two animals as illustrations of what 
is most profane and degraded, cf. Matt. vii. 6. 

The dog turning to bis own vomit again| 
It is better to translate the participle form of 
the original exactly. This first proverb is 
generally referred to Prov. xxvi. rr, but it 
seems very doubtful whether that be the 
source of the Apostle’s words. ‘The LXX., 
from which he would quote if he were think- 
ing of that verse, has domep kúov órav éméA6n 
€mi ròv éavro) čperov. In which passage nei- 
ther the verb, the pronoun, nor the final noun 
are the same as in St Peter. It seems much 
more likely -that the proverbs were both of 
them in frequent use and in several forms, and 
that the Apostle has used one, which was well 
known to his readers. We can see from our 
Lord's words quoted above that these animals 
were not unlikely to be chosen as representa- 
tives of all that was degraded, and so would 
come into the proverbial philosophy of the 
land in many ways. 

and the sow that had washed to ber wallow- 
ing in the mire] The LX X. of Proverbs xxvi. 
iri adds to the first proverb the words ‘‘and 
becomes abominable.” | It has been suggested 
by some who believe that there was an. Ara- 
maic original of 2nd Peter, that under these 
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words of the LXX. we have a trace of some 
lost Hebrew words, which were the source of 
the second proverb, but which the LX X. mis- 
rendered. ‘This however is not very probable. 
The word for ‘‘ wallowing” is found of a dif- 
ferent form in some texts. The form adopted 
by the A. V. signifies ‘a place for wallowing,” 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 


In this second chapter, besides those illus- 
trations of the character and punishment of 
false teachers which he draws from Holy 
Writ, the writer of the Epistle in three pas- 
sages makes reference to some things not con- 
tained in Scripture, but probably forming part 
of that traditional teaching of which the Jews 
had so much, and of which we find traces 
in other parts of the New Testament (1 Cor. 
x. 4, &c.). This traditional literature has 
never been fully collected, but we have great 
stores of it in the Talmuds of Babylon and 
Jerusalem, in the various Midrashim and the 
Zohar. ‘The dates of these different works it 
is impossible to fix with any exactness, but 


us, go back far beyond the earliest date as- 
signed to their presen. form, and may be taken 
as representing a great deal of what was cur- 
rent teaching among the Jews in the days of 
our Lord and His Apostles. 

It seems worth while therefore to gather 
such traces of extra-biblical tradition as we 
find in this literature that we may gain the 
nearest approach now to be attained to what 
was in the mind of the writer of this Epistle, 
and from which he and the Jewish audience 
he addressed drew their illustrations quite as 
readily as from the canonical books. 

In v. 4 we read, ** For if God spared not 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and committed them unto chains of dark- 
ness to be reserved unto judgment." 

In the Zohar (ed. Zolkiew, UI. 208 a), 
we have the following, ‘‘ Rabbi Isaac opened 
his lecture and said, ‘ What is man that thou 
rememberest him?’ (Ps. viii. 4). This verse 
the Rabbis settled in the following way: that 
the governors of the world said it at the time 
when it rose in the will of the Holy One to 
create man. He called many hosts of the 
upper angeis and placed them before Himself 
and said unto them: ‘I wish to create man.’ 
Then they said before Him, ‘Man will not 
continue one night in his glory’ (Ps. xlix. 12). 
Then the Holy One stretched forth His finger 
and burnt them. After that He placed other 
hosts before Him, and said unto them: ‘I 
wish to create man.’ And they said before 
Him: ‘What is man that Thou rememberest 
him?’ What is the good of this son of 
man? And he said unto them: This man 
shall be in our own image so that his wisdom 
shall be superior to your wisdom. When 
God had created man, and he had committed 


. world, and caused the world to err. 
the traditions, which they have preserved for - 


and to make this somewhat more clear the 
translators added ** her” before ** wallowing.” 
The better text means “the act of wallowing.” 
Both forms are found nowhere else in the 
New Testament, and the same holds good of 
vomit (é£épaua) and mud (BdpBopos) in this 
verse. 
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a sin, and had gone forth as a culprit, there 
came Uzza and Azael and said before God, 
‘We have a cause of complaint [lit. an open- 
ing of the mouth] against Thee. Here is the 
son of man whom Thou hast made; he has 
sinned before Thee. And He said unto them: 
If you hàd been among them, you would have 
done worse than they. What then did the 
Holy One? He threw them down from the 
holy position that was theirs, even from heaven.” 

Then follows a short digression, after which 
he continues: ‘After the Lord had thrown 
them down from their holy place, even from 
heaven, they erred after the women of the 
Here is 
a point worthy of our meditation. Surely it 
is written [Ps. civ. 4], He maketh His angels 
spirits, and surely these were angels? How 
could they then exist on earth? Come and 
see [z.e. I will give you an explanation]. All 
these angels of above do not exist and cannot 
exist except in the upper light that shines unto 
them and preserves them, and if this upper 
light is cut off from them they cannot exist. 
How much less those whom God has thrown 
down, and from whom that light of above has 
ceased? For their glory was altered, and 
when they came down and the air of this 
world got rule over them, they were changed 
into another [ż.e. lower] degree. Here is an 
explanation. ‘The manna that came down to 
Israel in the wilderness sprang originally from 
the dew of above (see Canticles v. 2), which 
comes down from the Ancient One, the hidden 
of all hidden things. And when it comes 
down its light shines through all the world, 
and from it is fed the field of the apples and 
the upper angels. But when it came down 
here below and the air of this world had rule 
over it, it became congealed and its splendour 
was changed, becoming only like coriander 
seed [Num. xi. 7] and nothing more. How 
much more angels? When they came down 
and the air had power over them, they were 
changed from their former degree in which 
they had been. What did God then do? 
He saw that they were misleading the world, 
so He bound them in iron chains im the moun- 
tains of darkness. ïn what place do they sit ? 
In the depths of the mountains He placed 
Uzza, and cast darkness into bis face, because 
at that time when God bound them, Uzza 
hardened himself and rebelled against the 
Highest. So God threw bim. down into the 
depth up to bis very neck and cast darkness into 
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bis face. Now Azael, who did not harden 
himself, God placed near his fellow, but let 
the darkness be light to him.” 

And again (Zohar, 1. 9b), the writer 
speaking of the spirits of light and darkness 
says, ‘‘ They dive into the great sea, and when 
they have arrived at the chain of Uzza and 
Azael, they rouse them and these spring into 
the mountains of darkness and think that the 
Holy One is going to cite them to judgment.” 

That some traditional teaching of this kind 
was current in our Lord’s day is evident from 
the petition of the devils (Luke viii. 3r), 
“They besought Him that He would not 
command them to go out into the deep.” 

‘The second passage in which some tradi- 
tional development of the words of Holy 
Writ is found is in v. xr, * Angels which 
are greater in power and might bring not 
railing accusations against them before the 
Lord." 

On this it will be enough, after the instance 
cited above of the Lord's rebuke to Satan in 
Zech. iii. 2, to quote from the Jalkut the 
comment which the compiler extracts from 
the *Agadath Samuel, on Isai. vi. 3, “And 
one cried unto another and said, * Holy, holy, 
holy. ‘This teaches us that the angels honour 
one another ; the one says to the other : * Com- 
mence thou, because thou art greater than I.' 
And some say that they [the angels] are com- 
panies, and the one company says to its neigh- 
bour, * Commence thou, for thou art greater 
than I?” 

And with reference to the special instance 
given in St Jude of Michael the archangel 
not railing against Satan, we read in the 
nU n?"DB5 thus: ‘Samael was the chief of 
the Adversaries, and every moment was ex- 
pecting when the time would arrive for him 
to put Moses to death and take away his life, 
just as a man expects some great joy. When 
Michael the prince of Israel saw Samael the 
wicked one expecting to put Moses to death, 
he lifted up his voice and wept, while Samael 
rejoiced and laughed. And he said to him, 
* Wicked one, while I weep thou laughest.' 
And some tell us that he said, * Do not rejoice 
against me, mine enemy, though I have fallen 
I shall rise again; I have fallen in Moses, 
I shall rise again in the leadership of Joshua.’ ” 

The third passage is where (v. 15) it is said 
of Balaam that «he loved the wages of un- 
righteousness,” ‘This perhaps might be in- 


CHAPTER III. 


1 He assureth them of the certainty of Christ’s 
coming to judgment, against those scorners 
who dispute against it: 8 warning the godly, 
Jor the long patience of God, to hasten their 





CHAP. III. 1—7. The Apostle recurs 
once more to the purpose with which he 
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ferred from the narrative in the Book of 
Numbers, but there is abundance of evidence 
that this view of Balaam’s character was much 
dwelt on in Jewish traditional literature. 
Thus in the Midrash Rabba on Numbers, 
par. 20, we find, ** Behold there is a people 
come out from Egypt, come curse (gabah) 
me them.” (Balak uses one word for curse 
(arab), but Balaam in repeating his message 
before God uses the stronger expression 
qabab.) This is to teach us that Balaam hated 
the people more than Balak, for Balak did not 
say qabab but arab. And the meaning of the 
gabah is distinctly shewn. For the one (Ba- 
lak) says, **that I may drive them out of the 
land," but the other says, ‘drive them out” 
[unqualified, z.e.] **from this world and the 
world to come.” And God said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them. ‘Then he replied 
to Him, ‘‘Shall I then curse them from my 
place?” And He said to him, ‘* Thou shalt 
not curse the people.” ‘Then he said, * Shall 
I bless them?”  **'T'hey have no need of thy 
blessing for they are blessed." As folks say to 
the wasp, * Neither with thy honey nor with 
thy sting” (¢.e. do we want anything to do). 
And Balaam rose up early in the morning, and 
said unto the princes of Balak, &c. Balaam 
did not say to them, He hath not given me 
leave to go and to curse, but ** He refuseth to 
give me leave to go with you. God said to 
me, It is not for thy honour to go with these, 
but with greater men than these; for (said 
he) he takes pleasure in my honour." ‘There- 
fore (we read), And Balak sent again princes 
more and more honourable (as it says), ** For 
I will promote thee to very great honour, 
more than thou hast received in times past do 
I give thee.” And Balaam answered and said, 
* [f Balak will give me his house full of silver 
and gold." From hence thou learnest that 
Balaam had three qualities: an evil eye, and a 
proud spirit, and a grasping heart. An evil 
eye, for it is written, * And Balaam lifted up 
his eyes and saw Israel dwelling according to 
their tribes.” A proud spirit, for it is written, 
** Because the Lord refuseth to give me leave 
to go with you.” A grasping heart, for it is 
written, ** If Balak would give me his house 
full of silver and gold." 

The same qualities are ascribed to Balaam 
in the * Pirke Aboth,’ v. 29 (Taylor, p. 109), 
and in the ‘ Midrash Tanchuma,” par. Balak, 
$ 6. 


repentance. 10 He describeth also the man- 
ner how the world shall be destroyed: xx ex- 
horting them, from the expectation thereof, 
fo all holiness of life: xg and again, to think 
the patience of God to tend to their salvation, 
as Paul wrote to them in his epistles. 





wrote this second Epistle, and gives an ad- 
ditional mark by which the false teachers may 


v. 1—3.] 


HIS second epistle, beloved, I 
now write unto you; in both 
which I stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance : 
2 That ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by 
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the holy prophets, and of the com- 
mandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour : 

3 Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, 





be known: to their other sins they will add 
that crowning one of *'sitting in the seat of 
the scornful," in wilful forgetfulness that it is 
eternally true that “the way of the ungodly 
shall perish.” 


1. This is now, beloved, a second epistle 
which I write unto you. In the conclusion 
of the letter the Apostle grows still more 
earnest, and appeals to the affection of those 
to whom he writes. The word “beloved” 
addressed to them is found four times in this 
short chapter. It is difficult to understand 
how such an expression could be used by any 
except one who was well known to those 
whom he addressed, and the writer could 
scarcely have dared to speak of St Paul, as he 
is spoken of in v. 15, except he had been a 
contemporary of that Apostles. Had our 
Epistle been written at the date assigned to it 
by many, such words could have found no 
place. And the whole subject treated of in 
the chapter is too solemn to be made the 
material for a literary forgery. 

The * now" —already (705) intimates that 
the second Epistle came not long after the first. 

and in both of them I stir up your sin- 
cere mind by putting you in remembrance. 
This verse is not, as some have suggested, the 
commencement of another Epistle, but merely 
a resumption of what has been said in i. x3. 
There he had said, *I think it right to stir 
you up by putting you in remembrance.” In 
the second chapter many examples of the 
destruction that awaits sinners have been set 
forth, and he now returns to earnest exhorta- 
tion. Here the mind (8uivoua) is the faculty 
which weighs and estimates and so under- 
stands. It can be darkened (Eph. iv. r8), 
but in those to whom St Peter wrote it was 
still bright and clear (which is the original 
force of the word rendered szzcere), and so 
prepared to receive pure impressions from his 
teaching. 

2. That ye should remember the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets | 
Of the value which the writer of this Epistle 
attached to the teaching of prophecy we have 
evidence in i. 19. It is noteworthy that St 
Jude only mentions (v. 17) *'the words 
spoken before by the Apostles.” He knew 
how earnestly this letter of St Peter urged on 
Christians the study of prophecy, and for him 
“the words spoken by the Apostles ” included 
the other exhortation of this verse. 

and the commandment of the Lord 





and Saviour through your apostles. 
The evidence of MSS. is nearly all in favour 
of your (vudv) instead of our (jyav). So that 
the “us” of the A.V. cannot stand. And 
the Apostles can rightly be called the Apostles 
of those to whom they have written or preach- 
ed. No doubt St Peter includes himself among 
the number of such Apostles, but the persons 
for whom he wrote knew the Epistles of St 
Paul (iii. 15), and to judge from the numerous 
allusions to it which are contained in St Peter’s 
first Epistle, as well as some in this, they must 
have been familiar with the Epistle of St James. 
Therefore, as in i. 16 when speaking of the 
Transfiguration he did not employ the singular 
pronoun and say, “ T have not followed,” &c., 
so here he speaks of your Apostles, rather than 
make any direct reference to himself. 

"The commandment is called in the original 
* the commandment of the Lord and Saviour,” 
and then with another genitive “the com- 
mandment of your Apostles.” But the sense 
of the latter is well given by through. The 
commandment came through the A postles from 
Christ, and is the same which is spoken of 
before in ii. 21. 


3. Knowing this first] He has used the 
same phrase i. 20 concerning prophecy and its 
interpretation, and now that he is about to 
give warning against those who shall mock at 
the non-fulfilment ofthe promise of Christ's 
coming, he repeats the words. For the men 
against whom he wrote were the men who 
would expect prophecy to have its fulfilment 
in strict accord with their private interpreta- 
tions, and if it were not so, would make it a 
ground for mockery. 

that...in the last days| ‘This expression was 
used by the Old Testament writers to signify 
the end of that dispensation. ‘Thus Isaiah ii. 
2, ** It shall come to pass zz the last days that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established." And so in Micah iv, r (the 
parallel passage). ‘Then in the New Testa- 
ment it occurs of the coming of Christ in the 
flesh. ‘Thus 1 Pet. i 20, “ Christ who in 
these Jast times was manifest for you” (cf. 
Heb. i. 2). But specially was the phrase, in 
some form, employed after the Ascension to 
signify the, no doubt soon expected, return of 
Christ to judgment, ‘before which event St 
Paul (2 Tim. iii. 1) had foretold that ‘‘in the 
last days perilous times should come.” And 
St Peter and St Jude after him, seeing the 
signs of the times, spake of them as marks 
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4 And saying, Where is the pro- 
mise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of 
the creation. 





that the time of the end was near. And there 
can be little question that these Apostles ex- 
pected the second coming would not be long 
delayed, but both St Paul in his Second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians and St Peter here 
indicate the proper spirit in which such ex- 
pectations were to be entertained. Men were 
not to think of knowing times and seasons. 
With God one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day; and if He 
bring not the end at once, it is because He is 
long-suffering, and willeth not that any should 
perish. 

mockers shall come with mockery. Of 
such mockery he gives a specimen in the next 
verse. The words rendered ‘‘ with mockery ” 
are not found in the Text. Rec., and the 
noun does not occur elsewhere in the New 
Testament, but the MS. evidence is so strong 
in favour of them, that they are received by 
all modern editors. Beside which they are an 
expansion quite in the Hebrew style, of which 
there are so many traces in the Epistle. ‘The 
word for **mockers" is only here and in the 
parallel place in St Jude. The characteristic 
of this mockery seems ‘to be that the men 
would profess themselves willing to accept all 
that was told them concerning Christ, if only 
they could have the evidence for it framed 
after their own desire. 

walking after their own lusts| And demand- 
ing evidence according to their own heart’s 
fancy in consequence. But by reason of fol- 
lowing their own lusts, they were too blind to 
discern the true nature and signs of Christ’s 
kingdom. 


4. And saying, Where is tbe promise of his 
coming?) In the spirit of those mentioned in 
Isaiah (v. 18, 19), ** who draw iniquity with 
cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart 
rope, who say, Let Him make speed and 
hasten His work that we may see it.” Cp. 
Jarari riy BzekxTig225 27» 

for from the day that the fathers fell 
asleep] As it is the second coming of Christ 
which is here spoken of, and as the expectation 
of that coming could only have been enter- 
tained since His ascension, and the promise 
of the angels that he should come again, the 
fathers here spoken of can only be the first 
Christian generation. ‘These had looked for 
and no doubt often made mention of the ap- 
proaching Advent, but they had died without 
seeing it, and the mockers now beheld all 
things still continuing, and these fathers taken 
away with hopes unfulfilled, and so they 
mockingly said that the coming was never to. 


LUUP EILER 
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5 For this they willingly are ig- 
norant of, that by the word of God 
the heavens were of old, and the 


earth ! standing out of the water and t Gr. con- 
sisting. 


in the water : 


be. Stephen was the first of those who had 
* fallen asleep," and after him James the 
brother of John, and then that other James, 
the bishop of Jerusalem, and many more would 
rank as ** fathers" of the Christian community 
whose names have not been written for us, 
but who were well known to the Churches. 
If these men had died, and the Advent was not 
yet, was there (asked these mockers) ever to 
be an Advent? 

all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation] It seems as if while 
rejecting the hope of Christ’s return, these 
sinners also had rejected the Old Testament 
record too. ‘They were of those, it appears, 
who maintained that God did not interpose 
in the affairs of men and nations. He had 
created the world and given it a law (this they 
might admit), but it was unchangeable. The 
thing which was, was that which ever had 
been since the creation, and which now for 
ever would be. 


5. For this they wilfully forget. ‘The 
mockers have spoken of all things as unchanged 
from the creation of the world. The Apostle 
brings an example to refute them, and one of 
which, had it not been from wilful ignorance, 
they must have been conscious. 

by the word of God]  Alluding to Gen. i. 
6, 9, where the language gives some warrant 
for the expressions used both here and in 
the Psalms quoted. ‘The waters covered all 
things, and from the midst of them the dry 
land appeared at the word of God, and by the 
same word were separated from each other 
the waters above, and those under the firma- 
ment, It is unnecessary to observe that neither 
Genesis nor the Epistle of St Peter was written 
to go beyond the ideas of those for whose use 
they were intended. With regard to the 
former it has been abundantly shewn that 
scientific advancement has taken nothing from 
the true worth of its teaching, though it may 
express what is there recorded in more tech- 
nical terminology. 

that there were heavens of old. The 
plural is a representation of the Hebrew word 
for * heavens” which is always a plural form. 

The heavens had existed, and the earth too, 
long ages before the flood, and men at that 
time might have held the same notions that all 
things in the world were unchanging. But 
the flood came. ‘God spared not the ancient 
world” (ii. 5). 

Of old (čkmaħaı) is a Petrine word only 
found here and in ii. 3. 

and the earth compacted out of water 


v. 6—9.]: 


6 Whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, 
perished : 

7 But the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word 


are kept in store, reserved unto fire. 


against the day of judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men. 
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8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 

g The Lord is not slack concern- 
ing his promise, as some, men count 
slackness ; but is longsuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should 





and amidst water. The Apostle speaks in 
the language of David, Ps. xxiv. 2, * He hath 
founded (the world) upon the seas and esta- 
blished it upon the floods," and Ps. cxxxvi. 6, 
* He stretched out the earth above the 
waters." 


6. By which means. The Greek is here 
in the plural ô? àv, and there has been no 
plural antecedent. But the reference of the 
pronoun seems to be to the twice-mentioned 
water of the previous verse. The waters above 
the firmament and those under it were alike 
employed to bring about the deluge. The 
fountains of the great deep were broken up 
and the windows of heaven were opened. 

the world that then was] The world (kóa- 
pos) must be used here in a limited sense, for 
it was only the inhabitants of the earth that 
perished. ‘The destruction was not like that 
which is to come hereafter when “the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved.” 

being overflowed with water, perished | 
The very element out of which and amidst 
which the earth had been compacted was em- 
ployed as the means of its destruction. And 
it 1s against Him these mockers scoff, at 
whose word the same agencies become, ac- 
cording to His will, creative or destructive. 


7. But the heavens that now are. 
In contradistinction to the ‘new heavens” 
spoken of below in verse 13. 

and the earth, by the same word have 
been stored up for fire. Here some 
authorities read “by his word.” It makes no 
difference to the sense, ‘The argument is that 
as in the ancient world, created by God’s 
word, there was, even in the materials whereof 
the earth was created, a means whereby it 
could be destroyed, so hereafter the heavens 
and the earth are to be destroyed by that 
other element which now tends so much to 
their conservation. ‘That the future destruc- 
tion of the world shall be by fire cf. Isai. Ixvi. 
rs; Dan. vii. ro, and especially Mal. iv. 1, 
“& The day that cometh shall burn them up.” 
And point had been given to all these pre- 
dictions by the language of our Lord, Matt. 
xxiv. 29, and other similar passages. 

It is possible, though not so satisfactory, to 
construe zvpi— ** with fire,” and then the sense 
would be that the agency was already prepared 
by which they should be destroyed. It is 





better to take zvpi with the verb which pre- 
cedes it, than to render as the A.V. “re- 
served unto fire against the day of judgment." 

being reserved against the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
And at that day not only shall the earth be 
destroyed, but the sun shall be darkened, the 
moon shall not give her light, the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the hea- 
vens shall be shaken. ‘This shall be the birth- 
day of the new heavens and the new earth, 
wherein righteousness shall dwell, the ungodly 
having been swept away from it as the sinners 
from the world before the flood. 

“ The destruction of ungodly men” is ex- 
plained (2 Thess. i. 9) as being wrought ‘ by 
the face of the Lord and the glory of his 
might, when he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints," just as (2 Thess. ii. 8) the lawless 
one is said to be slain ‘‘ with the breath of his 
mouth, and brought to nought by the mani- 
festation of his coming.” 


8—13. The Apostle gives another argu- 
ment against the mockers. Time is no ele- 
ment in the counsels of Him who is from 
eternity to eternity. When His promise seems 
to tarry, it is mercy which holds back His 
hand. He will have all men to be saved. But 
the day of the Lord will come suddenly, and 
the destruction by fire shall come to pass as. 
Christ foretold. ‘The thought of this should 
be an incentive to godly living, and specially 
so unto those who look earnestly for the 
fulfilment of God's promise of a new heaven 
and a new earth in which only righteousness 
shall dwell. 


8. But forget not this one thing, 
beloved. Be not ye like these mockers, forget- 
ful of what the older Scriptures should have 
taught them. ‘The allusion in the verse is to 
Ps, xc. 4, “ A thousand years in thy sight is 
but as yesterday." For God time, as men 
regard it, exists not. So His doings cannot 
be subjected to human standards. 


9. The Lord is not slack, &c.] The idea 
which the Apostle desires to express is that 
the Lord, who has made the promise, does 
not, for any reason of His own, delay. the 
fulfilment thereof. 

as some men count slackness| Which would 
be that men might be tardy in fulfilling what 
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perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. . 

ro But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and 





they had promised because they would gain 
by the delay. God deals not so with men; 
when He is slow, it is that they may be the 
gainers. 

but is longsuffering to y ou-avard | All the 
best authorities are in favour of the pronoun 
of the second person. 

God's delay of the day of judgment is an 
illustration of that character in which He re- 
vealed Himself when He proclaimed His name 
unto Moses (Exod. xxxiv. 6), **'The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering,” but even there it is added for the 
warning of mockers, **that will by no means 
clear the guilty.” 

not desiring that any should perish] Man 
being allowed free-will in his actions may sin, 
and though God gave man free-will and must 
have foreseen that he would fall, yet it was 
not of God’s will that he fell, and a way was 
prepared at once for his redemption; and this 
provision declares that from everlasting God 
has been the same, not desiring that any should 
perish, but offering to the fallen the way of 
life. 

but that all should come to repentance| St 
Paul (x Tim. ii. 4) says the same in other 
words, * He willeth that all men should be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth." And the way unto this ‘knowledge 
of the truth” is by repentance (2 Tim. ii. 25), 
and this repentance is the gift of God, but He 
offers it to all who will accept it. And this 
is hinted at in the word ywpioat, which is not 
the simple word ‘‘to come," but contains in 
itself the notion of ‘‘ opening for the reception 
of anything,” and so shewing a readiness to 
accept it. 

10. But the day of the Lord] ‘The expres- 
sion is common in the Old Testament to 
signify the advent of the Messiah, and is found 
from Isaiah to Malachi, usually connected 
with the idea that, His coming would be a 
time of judgment. In consequence it was 
readily adopted by the New Testament writers 
(1 Thess. v. 2), and also the form “the day 
- of Christ,” to signify the second Advent (cf. 
i Cor. i. 8; Phil. i. 6; 2 Thess. ii. 2). 

will come as a thief | The Text. Rec. 
adds êv vuxri, but the best authorities reject 
the words, which are probably an insertion to 
make this verse accord with x Thess. v. 2. 
Both passages are founded on Christ’s words, 
Matt. xxiv. 43. 

in the which the heavens shall pass away 
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[v. 16; 11. 


the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned 
up. 

II Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of 





with a great noise] poitnddov=with a great 
noise, is a root which is used to describe the 
noise of bees, the sound of flights of birds, the 
whizzing of weapons through the air, and the 
din of cataracts of water. 

shall pass away] is Christ's own word 
(Luke xxi. 33) of the destruction of heaven 
and earth. 

and the elements shall be dissolved with 
fervent beat] The so-called elements, viz. 
fire, air, earth and water, cannot all be included 
in the term here, for one of them is to be 
employed as the agency whereby all nature’s 
composition shall be unloosed. Some have 
therefore confined the word crotyeia here to the 
sun and the planets, the heavenly bodies, a sig- 
nification which the word undoubtedly has in 
some astronomical writings. But this seems 
too late and technical a sense to be that in- 
tended by St Peter. He rather employs it of 
the whole constitution of the world, and 
means that as water was the agency of de- 
struction in the ancient world, so at the last 
day fire shall not be restrained within its own 
domain, but prevail over and bring to nought 
all else. ‘The participle translated ** with fer- 
vent heat” is found only here and in verse 12. 

the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up| ‘*The works that are 
therein” refers to all man’s creations, and 
everything which he has done. And in this 
connection some editors have preferred a read- 
ing, which has very early MS. authority, 
* shall be discovered," instead of ‘shall be 
burned up." This sense joins on very well 
with the question in the next verse, ‘ What 
manner of men ought ye to be?" and accords 
with the language of verse 7, where in con- 
nection with the destruction by fire we have 
the mention of “the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men." 

But the use of evpicxes is of persons seeking 
to find something out, and its passive could 
hardly be made to bear the sense “shall be 
found out” when used of things. - So it has 
been proposed to render this clause interro- 
gatively, * And shall the earth and the works 
therein be found?” (i.e, remain at such a 
time). But the reading though undoubtedly 
old has not been accepted by many editors 
and is beset with much difficulty. 


ll. Seeing tbat tbese tbings are Vhus all to 
be dissolved. For ojv=then, good authorities 
read odrws = thus. 

what manner of men ought ye to be] ‘The 


Dr, hast. 
w the 


"ing. 


v. 12—15.] 


persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness, 

I2 Looking for and ! hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God, where- 
in the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat? 

13 Nevertheless we, according to 
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his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. 

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be diligent 
that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless. 

15 And account that the longsuf- 





word rendered what manner has the primary 
signification **of what country,” and seems 
to indicate that the life of the Christian should 
be one which shewed that he was looking for 
a better country. 

in holy life and godliness. The old word 
* conversation" has lost its meaning, which 
was an admirable rendering of dvaorpody in 
61x (see above, ii. 7). The life of the 
believer will be in marked contrast to that 
which these false teachers allow and practise. 


12. Looking for and earnestly desiring 
the coming of the day of God] ‘The second 
verb in its literal signification — ** to hasten.” 
"T'his sense is accepted here by some as intimat- 
ing that the diligence in holy living among 
God's people will sooner bring on the day of 
God, and therefore their lives may in a sense 
be said to hasten it on. This was the render- 
ing of Erasmus, Expectantes et accelerantes ad- 
entum diei, But the conception is not in 
accord with other parts of Scripture, and 
the word ozevdew is elsewhere used in the 
New ‘Testament only intransitively. ‘Thus 
the sense of “earnest desire" is to be preferred. 
The old expression of the A.V, meant this, 
though it is not clear to a modern reader. 
'The transitive sense is also noticed in the 
margin of A. V. : 

the coming] (lit. the presence) is the word 
constantly used of the second advent of Christ. 
'Thus (Matt. xxiv. 3), ** What shall be the 
sign of thy coming?” And St Peter here 
expressly names that coming, the day of God, 
even by his form of words testifying to that 
teaching which fills the whole Epistle, and 
was cast off by the false teachers who denied 
the divinity of Jesus. In all other places ‘‘the 
presence" (mapoveía) is spoken of as the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and St Peter, 
feeling the needs of his day, takes the oppor- 
tunity of modifying the expression so as to 
emphasize the truth which was being denied. 

by reason of which the heavens being on 

fire shall be dissolved] ‘The original does not 
signify ‘‘ wherein," as A.V., but that the 
coming of the Son of Man shall be the cause 
of all these signs and destruction. "This is in 
harmony with the language of St John (Rev. 
xx. 11), where it is said, ‘ From whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away, and there 
was found no place for them." 

and the elements shall melt, &c.] The verb 


is not the same as in verse ro. It is stronger 
in force and implies not only the relaxation of 
all the bonds of nature, but the wasting away 
of the whole universe from its place. 


13. But according to his promise. The 
promise is that made through Isaiah (lxv. 17), 
* Behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth,” and as that only which is righteous 
can be permanent before God, the prophet 
says (lxvi. 22), ‘The new heavens and the 
new earth, which I shall make, shall remain 
before me, saith the Lord." It is the coming 
of Christ which is to destroy that lawless one 
whom the Lord will consume with the breath 
of His mouth (2 Thess. ii. 8), and the same 
shall be the lot of all that is unrighteous. Cf. 
Rev. xxi. 27. In the city of the Lord, the 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel, * the people 
shall be all righteous " (Isai. Ix. 21). 


14—18. The Epistle closes with an earnest 
exhortation to holiness of life because Christ's 
coming is expected, and also to a right 
conception of the longsuffering of the Lord. 
The Apostle enforces the latter part of his 
admonition by a reference to the teaching of 
St Paul, and exhorts that those who had been 
thus taught should stand fast in the truth, 
and strive by adding grace to grace to know 
still better their Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 


14. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for these things] that is, for the promise of 
the new heaven and the new earth, strive to 
prepare that you may be fit to be received 
into those,everlasting habitations. 

give diligence that ye may be found of 
him in peace| ‘The thought in the last two 
words is illustrated by St Paul (x Thess. v. 
23), “The very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly.” By this sanctification alone can 
men look with peace for the coming of the 
day of the Lord, and this St Paul shews by 
the way in which his prayer in that verse con- 
tinues, *and may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved entire without blame at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

without spot, and blameless in his sight. 
Conformed as much to the likeness of Christ 
as sinful men may be. He was without spot 
and blameless (Eph. i. 4), and if God sanctify 
us wholly we shall then be made like unto 
Him. Itis better to connect air@ closely with 
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fering of our Lord is salvation ; even 
as our beloved brother Paul also ac- 
cording to the wisdom given unto 
him hath written unto you ; 


InIPEGCIETEMIIU 


[v. 16; 


16 As also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; 
in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are un- 








dpopnrot, though no doubt the pronoun relates 
both to the word that follows and to that 
which precedes it. 

The character of the Apostle's exhortation 
is framed with reference to the dangers of the 
time arising from those false teachers whom 
he has called ** spots and blemishes” (ii. 13). 


15. And account that the longsuffering of 
our Lord is salvation] Cf. v.9. ‘The passage 
in the writings of St Paul which comes nearest 
to the language of this verse is Rom. ii. 4, 
which Epistle, being written to the Jews as 
well as the Gentile converts at Rome, might 
by the end of St Peter's life be well known 
and circulated among the churches of Asia. 
But the spirit of the words is to be found 
elsewhere in St Paul's Epistles (cf. x Tim, ii. 
2o it) 

even as our beloved brother Paul...wrote 
unto you| ‘The use of the plural pronoun 
“our” is very natural, for if St Paul had 
already written to the churches for which the 
present Epistle was intended, he would be 
dear to them as to St Peter; and in his labours 
among ‘‘all the churches” he may have been 
known by face to some to whom St Peter was 
writing. ‘‘Beloved” (dyamnros) is a word 
applied four times in this chapter to those to 
whom the Epistle was sent, and seems to have 
been like ‘‘brother” (ddeAgos), a term of affec- 
tion much used among the first Christians. It is 
found very frequently in St Paul’s Epistles, and 
we can quite understand that St Peter would 
use it in speaking of St Paul, just as he would 
of other members of the Christian churches. 
But it is not easy to believe that a writer in the 
second century would thus have spoken of one 
who in the mouths of all who then allude to 
him is mentioned in terms of highest reverence, 
as sanctified, blessed, glorious and divine. Some 
such epithets would have been sure to have 
been applied at that date in a passage which 
like the present admits of the largest praise 
being bestowed on the Apostle of the Gentiles. 

For the use of adeA dos cf. Acts ix. 17, xxi. 20, 
and numerous passages in St Paul's Epistles. 

according to tbe wisdom given unto him] 
St Paul though comparing himself to a wise 
master-builder, yet speaks of his own labours 
.as wrought ‘‘ according to the grace of God 
which was given unto him” (1 Cor. iii. 1o). 
There can be no doubt that his learning and 
special training in the Jews' religion made him 
in every way the most prominent and able 
member of the Apostolate, and that his in- 
fluence is no more than duly represented by 
the large share which his writings occupy in 
the New Testament. To St Peter his wisdom 


would be the more abundantly apparent after 
the spread of Christianity so widely among 
the Gentiles, 

wrote żo you. ‘The verb is aorist. We 
cannot tell what Epistle is here alluded to. 
The Epistles of St Peter were written to 
Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor, 
in which region were the churches of Galatia, 
Ephesus and Colossz, to which St Paul wrote 
Epistles that still remain, and of Laodicza, to 
which he also sent an Epistle (Col. iv. 16). 
Now without speculating whether there may 
not have been other Epistles of St Paul known 
to St Peter which are not preserved to us (and 
we know that some of his letters have not 
come down to us), there is enough in the 
Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians, con- 
cerning diligent preparation for the coming 
of Christ, of being without spot and blemish, 
and of the mercy of God in man's salvation, 
to give abundant foundation for St Peter's 
remark. ‘To take only a few instances : (Eph. 
i. 4) ** God therefore chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blemish before him in love.” 
Eph. ii. 8, ‘“ By grace ye have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God.” Cf. also Eph. iv. 5, v. 27; also 
Col. i. 22, ii. 8 (a warning against teachers such 
as St Peter had in his thoughts when writing). 


16. As also in all bis epistles] These 
words shew that St Peter had not in his mind 
any one single topic on which St Paul had 
written, but those general lessons and warn- 
ings which are found in all his letters, to avoid 
false teaching, to stand fast in the Lord, to be 
stedfast, unmoveable, and always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that it 
would not be in vain that they laboured thus 
in the Lord. 

speaking in them of these things] This clause 
also shews that there were many points of St 
Paul’s teaching in the writer’s thoughts on 
which that Apostle’s lessons had been to the 
same effect, and given with a foresight of like 
dangers with those which St Peter saw to be 
coming. 

wherein, There is a variation here in the 
MSS. between ois and ais. ‘The latter has 
been more largely adopted by modern editors, 
and this would make the relative refer to the 
* Epistles,” while ofs would be connected 
with ro/rev immediately preceding it, and 
would imply that among the subjects on which 
St Paul had given his lessons, and for which 
St Peter was referring to him, there were some 
hard to be understood. Which certainly 
would be true; but it seems better to suppose 


win 13] 


learned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their 
own destruction. 

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing 
ye know these things before, beware 
lest ye also, being led away with the 
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error of the wicked, fall from your 
own stedfastness. 

18 But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To him de glory both 


now and for ever. Amen. 





that the Apostle was here speaking of the 
general difficulties which are to be found in 
many parts of St Paul’s writings. 

are some things hard to be understood] A 
statement as true now as when St Peter wrote 
it, though we cannot tell to what difficult 
matters he may be alluding, except by reflect- 
ing on what subjects St Paul’s teaching was 
wrested in the early days of the Church. 

which the ignorant and unstedfast 
wrest. ‘The three principal words in the sen- 
tence are peculiar to St Peter and to this 
Epistle, the first adjective and the verb being 
found only in this verse. The full sense of 
the verb is ‘‘to put on the rack, to subject 
to torture,” and it is very expressive of the 
violent methods of those who made St Paul 
contradict St James, or St Peter, or St John. 

There are many points of St Paul’s doctrine 
which might be wrested in this way, as that 
concerning ‘‘the liberty with which Christ 
makes men free,” and also that statement 
“where sin abounded there grace did much 
more abound,” which some men might con- 
ceive to be a warrant for doing evil that good 
might come. 

as they do also the other scriptures] ‘Thus 
St Peter includes the Epistles of St Paul 
among the “Scriptures” (ypapai). This word 
is used in the New Testament of the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures alone, except in this passage. 
The noun in the singular number may be 
found applied to some words (James iv. 5) 
which are not found in either the New Tes- 
tament or the Old Testament, but the use of 
the plural is limited to the Holy Scriptures, 
and indeed the adjective ‘‘holy” (dy) is 
not unfrequently joined with it. e may 
therefore conclude that as the Mount of 
'Transfiguration was beginning to rank side by 
side with Sinai as **the holy mountain," so 
there were being gathered even at this date a 
body of writings concerning Christ and His 
Church which were to form a new covenant 
to be set forth to fulfil and in a degree to 
supersede the older Scriptures, and among 
these writings the Epistles of St Paul were 
included. 

unto their own destruction] The lessons of 
the false teachers have been called ‘heresies 
of destruction” (ii. 1), and such as should 
bring on those who held them “swift destruc- 
tion,” and it is said (ii. 12) “ in their destroy- 
ing they shall surely be destroyed." And 
even when the errors and torturings of Scrip- 
ture are made by the ignorant and unstedfast 
without the malicious aim of leading others 


astray, nothing but destruction can await those 
who thus abuse what is written. 


17. Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these 
things before] i.e. that false teachers shall come 
and beguile the unstedfast, and that the end 
will be destruction both to the deceivers and 
the deceived. 

beware that ye be not led away with the 
error of tbe wicked] ‘The same word for 
* wicked” has been applied (in ii. 7) to the 
people of Sodom in the days of Lot, and there 
is no doubt that the sensual indulgence which 
the Gnostic teachers permitted to their fol- 
lowers was a bait quite as powerful as, if not 
more powerful than, any pride which they 
might rouse in men by their profession of 
superior knowledge. 

and fall from your own stedfastness] Which, 
as has been before noticed, St Peter was spe- 
cially charged to secure among his brethren. 
The word ornprypos is only found here. 


18. But grow in grace| ‘The food which 
shall promote such growth is described 1 Pet. 
ii, 2, ‘spiritual guileless milk," which can 
only be longed for by those who have put 
away all malice, guile, hypocrisy, envies, and 
evil speaking ; and the steps of this growth are 
marked 2 Pet. i. ;—7, and there we are told 
that the result shall be a progress toward full 
* knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

and in tbe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ| Here he calls Jesus not only 
Lord (as in i. 8), but Saviour also, this being 
the doctrine for which from the outset he has 
been contending, and which the false teachers, 
some in one way, some in another, denied. 
Jesus is the Saviour; men through His pro- 
mises may become partakers of the divine 
nature, and may enter into the eternal king- 
dom. Knowledge of Him would help men 
to escape the defilements of the world, that 
they may be found of Him, at His coming 
in the day of the Lord, without spot and 
blameless. ‘This is what the Epistle teaches 
from the beginning to the end. 

To bim be the glory both now and for ever. 
Amen] The glory for all the gracious gifts 
and helps which could come from none but 
God, therefore to Him be that eternal glory 
which belongs to God alone, 

for ever] is literally * into the day of 
eternity," ze. not only in time be the glory 
given to Christ, but also when time shall be 
no more. When that day of eternity comes 
there shall be no night to succeed it, and so 
the glory will be, like the day, eternal. 


267 


at 


a 
m 
f 
E-- 


i 


, 
E 
è 


A 


ICM wv S. 


i C Y 





Ak P ie | . 1 À j 
iag Ulo T bwa Eo 
"i : Let r 
SEC WE ue Soler / es 
ZuMRT lon fey Ó wr v 
d a4 PO c ti å nil 
+ à ha 4 bow aM 
E 
bet à "Imm 
is ; DX 
LE gs = " s 1 
ee aa (Pages) od a. ee a C 
Line s Í e EO v e 
bed i0" mS A dde ewe 
be , T€ 
ee az» , a TEREA | ¥ 
> k é i 
| EE í 6 àÀ N & i 
hac! l vith esti Bobo mS n4 
ead ioral le yet, tar dut pd d ih 
SIME MAE ELE gia 
25 Yos uni 46 OY Ui — = 
od ay des uiu. eM kr i. door 
u m un) (d iT í G 
- £u ym giveth 
"Tn PAM) Wire m m nA Pe 
Iw "my i4 yes vw Pee oae 
PA £ - Ld KA * 
31 STE] E AAVA 939 9 411 Um Ma La T 
kN IU. (hi e unnm fro wt 
to NM ub [rtu e x5. 8 


Lis Mas Wr. 44288 ha ardent 
Wr t. Ie * nn deti NOCUIT M ORs 
BE ors Wie estt RE bonos loce 
pall fiv so y Han oum oe ener 

Push We equ dou. hee uds 


T one 2 EY ES TES mor! LX 
: pny! cere 7 wW Tu w - Mis pay 
Ns Meli Here. Sw V voti 


n.a 


Ih. fnere «tel a IAE 4 
m dre to rre 
BER ed Le eia qot m 


panier, Mfr G4 Re v fod eel 
PUM AOD apie in Parii eel 
I (rot a qut 
ponen e ait po 
T REPE LEE wo axo Sane 
mre re Moli tea YT eed md m 
AEPD We aiios mp 
ade TM AT or voe ut iis 
IN ds iod io 12223. 
Mace *0 jets a VT ^ 
deis ah 


— AES 
exa Lob 


mr ow 














IUUENIS 
‘ent nua 


peret. DER CL Bp ‘ 
Sadie et ‘woul yes 
whip 


ray 


T4 (are vy ot lal 


a^ Je 

ACTA E NE 
i, a y no fet. 

p G Paan X 
HAC aed 1A om Tes, n NA El 
"D Mir: » d dm Dr | n 
iP MC mrs 6l Des 
3 WP Nul de iA dw sý Seres 






























Papst a wa mM Po bad M/W 
f 041 1134 Nd ah y diat led - 

teal: SF ta Du ws 
LEF ve qn LU oa l afu 
ASERTE D a T E PET 

Pt doe aim qi (Qr ! 
di "t. ana eu 

"e pe Pod ^n but di 

BÓ m. Aw Fm t 2e 

Late ee t ae 

eet bw July NET 
4 UI Cil t Di Te 4 à oes | m 
EL * Y? M BG : AAN 
uo a Ai k Sel; 


| WT Indy a PU vci Ate 


arr LE 
b quen aa ‘ol uiu 


aa 
iust I uei 23 Wes 
3 dd [s s 

sot reden fa ie i. 


1 T NUT T0. EP 
eer evant walk 





Eg 





eee EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


ACTA S. BAITHENEI. 


Die Nona Junii. 


“His quoque adjiciendum est testimonium ipsius sancti Columbe de eo: dicebat 
enim, quod Baithinus alumnus suus, ac Joannes Evangelista alumnus Christi, in innocentia 


sincerissima, et in simplicitate prudentissima, atque in disciplina rigoris perfectorum operum 
non dissimile (sic) fuerunt." l 


(Ex codice membraneo Salmanticensi [formerly preserved at Salamanca; but 
now in the Burgundian Library at Brussels].) 


Dans une hymne des bords du Rhin on chantait à S. Jean: 


Jesu cum recubuisti 
Supra pectus; ebibisti 
Dicta evangelica, 
A Venise on lui disait; 


Tu sopr’ el sacro pecto se discerno 
Di Jhesu possando ’l tesor gustasti 
De gran secreti, che son nel ciel superno. 
(Baunard, *L'Apótre Saint Jean,’ p. 116.) 





Occurrit mihi Epistola beati Joannis; ut cujus Evangelium paululum intermisimus, ejus 
Epistolam tractando ab eo non recedamus; przsertim quia in ipsa Epistolà satis dulci 
omnibus quibus sanum est palatum cordis ubi sapiat panis Dei, et satis memorabili in sancta 
Ecclesià Dei, maximé charitas commendatur.— Locutus est multa et propé omnia de charitate. 
Qui habet in se unde audiat, necesse est gaudeat ad quod audit. Sic enim illi erit lectio 
ista, tanquam oleum in flammá; si est ibi quod nutriatur nutritur, et crescit, et permanet. 
Item quibusdam sic esse debet, tanquam flamma ad fomitem; ut si non ardebat, accedente 
sermone accendatur. In quibusdam enim nutritur quod est, in quibusdam accenditur si 
deest; ut omnes in una charitate gaudeamus....... 

Jam ipsum audiamus. 

‘In Epist. Joann. ad Parthos Tractatus.'— Prologus. 
(S. August.‘ Opp. Tom, 111. P. 2. 1978. Edit. Migne.) 





1 A Bishop of Derry and Raphoe may be pardoned for preserving in connection with a saint 
who was a native of the Diocese of Raphoe, and whose name is still preserved in the Church and 
Parish of Taughboyne (Baethin's House), this pregnant sentence of the famous Abbot whose name 
is so closely associated with Derry.—It seems to the writer that the three great characteristics of 
St John as manifested in his Epistles are grasped with rare practical precision by St Columba— 
transparent innocence; the straightforward penetrating simplicity inseparable from the profoundest 
Christian thought; and the unceasing aspiration after perfection, which keeps indulgence for others 
and disciplines self with rigorous severity. (‘‘Son exquise purete, sa pénétrante simplicité, son 
amour de la perfection." Montalembert. ‘Les Moines d'Occident, p. 224.) 
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I JOHN. 


INTRODUCTION. 


T. 


I. Brief notice of St John's life, in refer- 
ence to his Epistles. 
2. St John's connection with Ephesus 
established 
(a) from the first chapters of the Apoca- 
y PSE, 
(5) from the epistle of Irenzus to Flori- 
nus, 
(c) from the synodical epistle of Poly- 
crates. 
3. Description of Ephesus. 
Local illustrations of the First Epistle of 
St John—especially of the last verse. 


EIS 
Polemical element in the Epistles of St 
John. 
ri. This element exists, though often ex- 
aggerated. 


2. Indications of heresies in the Churches 
of Asia Minor from the New Testament. 
3. Gnosticism— Dualistic and Doketic. 
‘Three general forms of heresy in Asia Minor : 
(a) of the zzze/lect—Cerinthus ; 
(4) of the senses—the Nicolaitanes ; 
(c) of the zzzagination —Magic. 
4. Abiding principles enshrined in St 
John’s Epistles in the refutation of local and 
temporary errors. 


III. 


1i. Close and pervading connection of the 
Gospel and First Epistle of St John. 
‘Three phenomena to be considered in com- 
paring the two documents: 
(a) Interpenetration, 
(4) Suggestion, 
(c) Circumscription. 
2. This connection inconsistent with a 


E eite biography of St 
John belongs to the Intro- 
duction to his Gospel, where it has 
been fully treated. It is. important, 
however, to enter upon the study of 
his Epistles, with certain facts of his 
life present to the memory. 


forgery upon the part of the author of the 
Epistle. 

Compared with the so-called Epistle to the 
Laodiceans. 

3. Objections to the discourses of our 
Lord in the Fourth Gospel from the identity 
of their style with that of the writer of this 
Epistle—answered 

(a) upon moral grounds, 

(5 from the different tone and style of 
our Lord's teaching under different circum- 
stances. 

Considerations from the power of impressing 
their thought and style upon others, shewn by 
writers and teachers—illustrations of this— 
applied to St John. 


IV. 


Alleged faults of St John’s style. 

ri. Want of variety—answered. 

2. Want of connection—answered. 

Assurance and sublimity of St John’s style; 
the latter illustrated by Chrysostom. 

The Epistle is the picture of a soul. 


V. 


i. Summary of the argument—as to 
(a) the autborsbip of the Epistle (addi- 
tional evidence from the Canon Muratorianus), 
(b) the time and place of writing (addi- 
tional evidence from the Second and ‘Third - 
Epistles). 
2. Importance of the Epistle in the con- 
troversy upon the genuineness of the Gospel. 


VI. 

External testimony to the Epistle. 
VIL. 

Analysis. 

Conclusion. 


The special favour bestowed upon 
St John by his Divine Master might 
have led us to suppose that he must 
have taken an active part in the propa- 
gation of the Gospel. But, in the Acts 
and Apostolic Epistles, St John is almost 
completely overshadowed by others, espe- 
cially by St Peter and by St Paul; he 
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is only five times mentioned in these 
books’. 

In the Acts of the Apostles he walks, 
in grave and mysterious silence, beside 
one apparently better fitted to be a 
pioneer—one of readier speech and 
more forward deed. If we contrast 
him with the other great Apostle, St 
Paul, it has been well said that both 
these servants of God seem to preserve, 
with an almost unvarying uniformity, the 
attitude in which they were surprised by 
the call of grace. St Paul has ever 
something of the horseman, speeding on 
to Damascus ; St John is ever resting on 
the bosom of Jesus. 

We naturally enquire how St John was 
employed while other Apostles were tra- 
versing sea and land. 

'The sacred legacy bequeathed to him 
from the Cross—the Virgin-Mother given 
to the virgin-soul—must have demanded 
his reverential care. To some it has 
appeared difficult to reconcile the sup- 
position of his residence with her at 
Jerusalem with St Paul’s distinct assertion 
that, upon his visit to that city, after his 
return to Damascus from Arabia, he saw 
none of the Apostles, except Peter and 
James the Lord's brother*. But, as St 
John was certainly at Jerusalem during 
the second visit of St Paul”, his previous 
absence may have been temporary*. It 
has been conjectured that he returned 
to Galilee until after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. In that case St John would 
. have left the Holy Land about A. p. 67. 

The undying tradition of the Church 
that St John lived on far in the first 
century of the Christian Era, probably to 
its very close, possibly some two years 
later (A.D. 102)—after all the other 
Apostles had entered into their rest—is 
certainly quite in accordance with the 
tone of some words of Jesus preserved 
in St John’s Gospel. 


1 Once in the list of the Apostles, Acts i. 13, 
three times in conjunction with St Peter, Acts iii. 
4, lv. 13, Vlil. 14. Once, again, he is referred to 
: by St Paul, in the same breath with James and 
Cephas, as universally admitted to be among 
the chief pillars of the Church, Gal. ii. 9. This 
is the first and last occasion where St John is 
recorded to have come into personal relation 
with St Paul. 

2 Ga]. i. 19. 3 Gal. ii. 9. 

* There is, however, no trace of St John's 
presence at Jerusalem on the occasion of St 
Paul's last voyage, A.D. 60. (Acts xxi. 17 sqq.) 


INTRODUCTION TO 


The incident of the miraculous draught 
of fishes after the Resurrection! has not 
merely a symbolical but a prophetical 
significance. St John did not, like 
St Peter, cast himself into the sea, whose 
waters are peoples and tongues. His life- 
work might rather be described by say- 
ing that he *abode*' in the bark of the 
Church. The action of St Peter (John 
xxl. 7) might find its interpretation in 
an energetic mission to the islands 
of the sea; the words about John ad- 
dressed by Jesus to Peter (John xxi. 22) 
might be more suitable to the quiet life 
of one who bore the name of John 
in later days—the English priest and 
poet, Fohn Keble, “abiding” in the 
parish where his body rests. The first 
incident may indicate the young impulse 
of elastic life with which St Peter threw 
the Gospel net at Pentecost, or flung 
himself forward into the sea of humanity 
as a missionary of the Cross. One single 
word in the question of Jesus (v. 22) 
compresses a whole biography of blessed 
uneventful years ; and well denotes the 
work of the old man, “abiding” in the 
Church, even to the close of the first 
century, and helping to draw the net, 
filled with fishes, safely to the shore*?. 

2. Untilrecent times, it would scarcely 
have occurred to any ordinary writer to 
do much more than indicate some of the 
many ancient writers* who connect the 
later years of St John's prolonged life 
with the city of Ephesus. It was un- 
hesitatingly believed that the Apostle 
found his way to Asia Minor, and died 
there at a very advanced age. Indeed, 
a very singular legend was associated with 
his grave at Ephesus?, The most de- 


1 John xxi. 1—14. 

2 étóvpves ceavróv...uévew, vu. 18—22. It is 
worth while to notice Bossuet's admirably close 
translation of the three last words of v. 18—*'* Toi 
—suis-moi.” 

3 See note on the accordance with this view in 
the tone of 3 John, zz. 7, 8. 

4 Especially Irenæus, ‘adv. Heer.’ III. r, 3; 
Eusebius, “H. E? y. 24, I0 24- 31, VIE 
Hieron., * Epist. ad Galat.’ III. 10. 

5 The story which represents St John as actu- 
ally alive in his Ephesian tomb, and the earth as 
heaving with his slumber, is related (as **in qui- 
busdam Scripturis, guamvis Apocryphis”) by 
St Augustine. ‘Tractat. 124 in Evang. Joann.’ 
'The whole subject is discussed with great learn- 
ing and completeness by the late Dr Mill. *Five 
Sermons on the Nature of Christianity.’ Note B. 
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structive critics—even those who dis- 
believed in the authenticity of the Gospel, 
of the Epistles, of the Apocalypse—ac- 
quiesced in the universal traditión which 
gave to Ephesus the honour of a length- 
ened residence of St John’. Keim ap- 
pears to have first raised any serious 
question upon the subject? His view is 
based upon the conjecture that John 
‘the Elder’ is confounded with St John 
the Apostle, and that in what is related 
by ancient writers the first is confused 
with the second. The same hypothesis 
has been still more recently supported 
by Scholten*. The answer to this ex- 
aggerated scepticism—which even M. 
Renan considers an instance of *the 
excessive spirit of negation which has 
come into the Protestant liberal school 
in the last 25 years"— seems to rest 
upon three evidences of undeniable 
solidity. 

(a) The first of these is contained in 
the earlier chapters of the book of the 
Revelation. 

These chapters — whatever view be 
. taken of the authenticity and genuineness 
of the Apocalypse, and to whatever author 
it is assigned—form an argument of 
overwhelming weight for the Apostle's 
connection, not only with Asia Minor, 
but with its Metropolis, If Scholten’s 
hypothesis be correct, the Christians of 
Ephesus and of the other Churches ad- 

1 So certain, indeed, did this seem to Nean- 
der, that he applies it to solve the mystery (for 
him) of the upgrowth of episcopacy. Neander 
writes from his point of view—‘“‘ the constitution 
of the Church of Asia Minor in the time of Poly- 
carp is different from the time of Paul. We are 
forced to suppose a powerful influence at work." 
Hence the modern fashion of attributing diocesan 
episcopacy exclusively to St Fon, and styling 
it with some German scholars ‘‘the Johannic 
system.” Yet we find episcopacy not only in 
the Churches of Asia Minor in the Apocalypse 
or in the days of Polycarp. St James the Less 
presides over the Church at Jerusalem. St Paul, 
“called to diffuse himself over zke whole world,” 
will have Titus remain at Crete, Timothy at 
Ephesus (1 Tim. i. 3; Titusi. 5). It is not of 
course intended to deny the important part 
which St John played in the organization of the 
Church. ‘‘ Habemus et Joannis alumnas Eccle- 
sias...ordo Episcoporum, ad originem recensus, 
in Joannem stabit auctorem." Tertullian, ‘adv: 
Marc.’ 1v. 5. 

2 ‘Vie de Jésus pp. 161 — 167 (1867). 


Tom. III. pp. 41—45, 477 (1872). 
7 CADIS a ncn: in Klein-Asien. Cf. Holtz- 


mann, ‘Kritik der Eph. und Kolosserbriefe,’ 
PP. 314—32?4- 
New Test.—V or. IV, 
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dressed in the Apocalyptic Epistles must 
have perfectly well known that St John 
had never been in Asia Minor. But it 
would have been palpably absurd to sup- 
pose that these Churches would have at- 
tached the slightest importance to the 
counsels or warnings of a writer who 
addressing them authoritatively spoke of 
John as an exile at Patmos’, while yet 
he must have been aware that they, 
beyond any other Christians in the 
world, were certain that the Apostle 
had never sojourned in those regions 
at all, If the writer of the Revela- 
tion were not St John, it must at least 
have been some one who had absolute 
assurance of St John's connection with 
Asia Minor and of his exile to Patmos. 
But Patmos leads us irresistibly to 
Ephesus. "That little island was scarcely 
visited except by voyagers on the way 
from Ephesus to Rome, and from Rome 
to Ephesus. It was one resting-place for 
the night, on the system of short sails 
between the two cities. The tone of the 
whole of the three opening chapters of 
the Apocalypse is that of a metropolitan 
of the Asian Church ; and Patmos may 
almost be said to face Ephesus and points 
towards it*. 

(2) The second evidence is that of 
Irenæus. It is unnecessary to quote at 
length one of the best-known pieces of 
early Christian literature—the fragment of 
the Epistle of Irenzeus to Florinus, pre- 
served by Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical 
History. Irenæus in mentioning the so- 
journ of St John in Asia Minor appeals 
to no dim tradition. He has a clear 
recollection of Polycarp whom he re- 
membered in his youth—‘ where he sat 
to talk, his way, his mode of life, his ap- 
pearance...how he used to tell of his 


1 Rev. i. 9. 

2 “The only way of getting to Patmos has 
remained the same since the days of St John. 
One must engage at Mycone, the most easterly 
of the Cyclades, or at Scala Nova, the port of 
Ephesus, a little vessel, decked well or ill, and 
manned by four or five sailors. We embarked 
boldly with the chances of a passage under sail, 
which might last twelve hours at least, perhaps 
indefinitely longer. We set out from Mycone at 
midnight ; we were at Patmos the next day just 
before sunset.” This extract is from a delight- 
fully vivid paper which has come into the wri- 
ter’s possession, à Patmos,’ par 


(‘Une visite a 
M. de Julleville, * Revue des cours littéraires.’ 
Mars 2, 1867.) 
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intimacy with John, and with the others 
who had seen the Lord'." The ingenious 
attempt of Scholten to invalidate the 
authority of the letter by making it out 
to be apocryphal is unavailing, as 
Irenæus uses almost the same language 
in another of his writings’. 

(c) The third witness is that of Poly- 
crates. 

We still possess a fragment of a sy- 
nodical epistle written by Polycrates, 
Bishop of Zphesus, to Victor and the 
Roman Church about the close of the 
second century. Polycrates wrote with 
the other Bishops of Asia in favour of 
the celebration of Easter at the same 
time with the Jews decimaguarta lund’. 
Polycrates speaks of the mighty ashes 
which sleep in Asia* to awaken at the ad- 
vent of the Lord, when He shall come 
with glory from the heavens, and raise up 
all His saints. He mentions specially 
Philip (of the number of the twelve), 
who sleeps in Hierapolis ; and his two 
daughters who grew old in their virginity ; 
and another daughter of his, having 
served the Church in the Holy Spirit, 
who taketh her rest in Ephesus—“ yea, 
and John, moreover, who reclined upon 
the breast of the Lord, who was 


1 Ap. Euseb. ‘ Hist. Eccles.’ V.. 20. 

2 Brera "Iodvvys kal aùròs é&édwxe TÒ eday- 
*y&Xtov, èv "EQécQ ths 'Aclas OurplBov. | * Adv. 
Heer.’ Lib. II. ch. i. In Lib. 111. ch. iii., he is 
said to have lived at Ephesus till Trajan’s time. 
[Lat. Vers.]. Scholten's objection is mainly based 
upon the extraordinary longevity which this nar- 
rative would imply in three persons successively 
—in St Jobn, in Polycarp, in Irenæus. But St 
John need not have died until A.D. 96—98 
(the last seems to be the date assigned by 
S. Jerome, ‘Cat.’ 1x.), possibly three or four 
years later, and Irenæus wrote A.D. 180. The 
author of this Introduction can testify that 
within the last few years, in or near the city 
where he is now writing, several individuals 
were alive who distinctly remembered a re- 
markable personage—a Bishop—who died in 
1802. One of these persons—in this respect 
something like Polycarp—was able to point out 
a walk which the Bishop in question had paced 
up and down, and remembered all that the 
Bishop had said to him upon one occasion. 
The writer is also well acquainted with a dis- 
tinguished’ physician, still alive (1881), and not 
in very advanced years, who at an early period 
of his career was for a short time much thrown 
with Mr Alexander Knox. But Mr Knox was 
a personal disciple of John Wesley, and John 
Wesley died in 179r. 

3 S. Hieron. * Lib. de Vir. Illust.' XEY. 

4 weydha oroxela KeKolunrar 
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a High Priest, bearing the plate of 
pure gold', and martyr, and teacher. 
He ‘sleepeth in Ephesus!" It is un- 
necessary to enter upon the controversy 
which has been waged as to the literal or 
metaphorical interpretation of St John’s 
wearing “the plate of gold’.” Polycrates 
at all events states that the Apostle had 
the threefold glory of being high priest, 
martyr, and doctor, and that he sleeps in 
Ephesus *. 

It is conceived that evidence such as 
this—local and unequivocal as it is— 
renders the connection of St John with 
Asia Minor and Ephesus one of the best 
attested facts of early Christian antiquity ^. 

3. Some description of the great city 
thus associated with the ministry of St 
John, is not only demanded by a craving 
of the modern spirit, but adds vividness 
to our appreciation of St John's writings. 

The importance of Ephesus is abun- 
dantly attested. For Pliny it is “the 
light of Asia.” By Seneca it is compared 


1 The 8 (réraXov, LXX.) of Exod. xxviii. 
36, xxxix. 30—iepeds TÒ éraNov mepopeckws, 
translated by S. Jerome— pontifex ejus (sc. 
Domini) auream laminam in fronte habens. 
The fragment of Polycrates will be fouud in 
Routh, * Reliq. Sac.' 1I. 13. 36. 

2 The same expression is used also in reference 
to James, brother of the Lord, first Bishop of 
Jerusalem (Epiphan. ‘in Heres.’ LXXVIII); and 
to St Mark the Evangelist—(of the last for a 
different reason, because supposed to be of the 
lineage of Aaron, Col. iv. 10; cf. Acts iv. 36. 
“Passio S. Marc. quoted by Valesius, apud 
Routh, wz supra.) Dr Routh adopts the meta- 
phorical interpretation. Cotta’s monograph on 
the subject is said to be exhaustive. (‘De 
Lamine Pontif. App. Joann. Jacob. et Marci,' 
Tubing. 1754.) 4 

3 To the proofs of the connection of St John’s 
writings with Asia Minor may now be added the 
mode of reckoning time in St John's Gospel. Cf. 
Bishop Jacobson’s remarks on ‘Martyrium S. 
Polycarpi XXI. and the note in this commen- 
tary on John iv. 6. 
tion of hours was adopted by St John is esta- 
blished by Bishop Wordsworth on John iv. 6, 
and with admirable clearness and fulness by Mr 
McClellan on John xix. 14. (* The. New Testa- 
ment,’ pp. 737—743.) Itis a result of the two 
different computations of the hours, Jewish and 
Asiatic (which the writer omitted to mention on 
t Thess. ii. 9, iii. ro; cf. Acts xxvi. 7, where 
“night and day” is probably the true reading) 
that St Paul naturally speaks of '*night and 
day" (1 Tim. v. 5; 2 Tim. i, 3); St John ‘of 
* day and night” (Rev. iv. 8, vii. 15, xii. ro, 
xiv DT XX; 10); 

* Considerable use has been made in this 
ape of Renan, *L'Antechrist, pp. 559— 
562. 
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to Alexandria. Ona coin of Vespasian 
it is spoken of as “ the chief city of Asia.” 
* Ephesus," writes Lampe, “as the me- 
tropolis of Asia was a noble emporium, 
well adapted for commerce; on the coast 
of Asia, in the heart of the Mediter- 
ranean—central to Asia, Africa, Europe— 
whence the passage was easy to Syria 
and Egypt, and so to Greece and Italy '." 

The temple of Diana was the central 
wonder of Ephesus. After rising on seven 
different occasions from its ruins it was 
finally destroyed by the Goths (A. p. 248). 
As it stood in the days of St John, it “had 
been reared by the arts of Greece and 
the wealth of Asia.” It was supported 
by 127 marble columns of the Ionic 
order, each sixty feet high, each the gift 
of a nation or ofa monarch. The splendid 
altar was adorned with the sculptures of 
Praxiteles, the subjects being chosen with 
especial reference to the popular legend 
of the place — the birth of. Latona's 
children; the concealment of Phoebus 
after the slaughter of the Cyclops; the 
clemency of Dionysus to the Amazons. 
The Ephesians gloried in their poetical 
mythology. The spirit of savage fanati- 
cism which raised the cry * great is Diana 
of the Ephesians,’ and which made ‘the 
city of the Ephesians the temple-keeper 
of the great Artemis, and of the image 
which fell down from Zeus’,’ is exactly 
what might be expected from the almost 
contemporary records of classical anti- 
quity. T'o Tiberius the Ephesians asserted 
with hard literalism and dogmatic bigotry 
that “it was a vulgar delusion to suppose 
that Artemis and Phoebus were born at 
Delos. Theirs was the Cenchrean river, 
theirs the Ortygian grove, where Latona, 
leaning upon an olive-tree which was still 
standing, hadgiven birth to those heavenly 
twins in'the grove which was consecrated 
by their express command. There had 
Phoebus escaped the wrath of Zeus for 
killing the Cyclops; there Father Liber 


had spared the Amazons?" ‘These sub- 


1 See the quotations in Hengstenberg ‘on 
S. John's Gospel,’ Vol. I. ad init. 

2 Actsxix. 34, 35. 

3 Tacit. * Annal? 11. 61.  **Ortygia, a little 
above the sea, a glorious grove with trees of 
every kind, especially cypress. The river Cen- 
chrea flows through it, where Latona washed. 
They shew the shrine in which the swaddling 
clothes are kept, and the olive-tree by which 
they said the goddess first rested, when her 
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jects appear again and again upon the 
coins of Ephesus, which are stamped with 
the images and symbols of Artemis and 
Phoebus, of the river Cenchrea, of the 
Amazons, of the four temples’. The 
great temple was 220 years in building. 
It was erected upon the marshes, as 
being somewhat less liable to entire de- 
struction by the earthquakes so common 
in that fatal soil. That the foundations 
might not be too fluid for solidity of super- 
structure, a sort of frame was formed of 
coal tramped in and of tight-rammed wool 
sacks*. Ctesiphon is named as the archi- 
tect by Strabo and Pliny. Beside the 
miracles of Christian architecture, indeed, 
the Ephesian temple would have been 
almost dwarfed into insignificance. Its 
length was 425 feet, while St Paul's is 
500 and St Peter's 620 feet, and the arms 
of the Christian cross require an ampli- 
tude and expansion far beyond that of 
the oblong pagan shrine. The egzstyZoz 
excited the astonishment of beholders. 
How was that enormous mass lifted to 
such a stupendous elevation? It was 
effected by an ingenious device. Sacks 
filled with sand were heaped up until 
they rose higher than the columns. Then 
the lower sacks were gradually emptied, 
that the'work might settle down in its 
bed. ‘The erection of the structure was 
difficult. The architect's resources and 
ingenuity were taxed to the utmost. At 
last he seemed to be baffled, and con- 
templated suicide. Wearied and worn 
out he fell asleep; and lo! in the night 
the present goddess appeared to him in 
a vision, and bid her servant live and not 
die, for she herself had taken order that 
the stones should settle into their places. 
And it was so when day dawned ; for the 
whole mass was brought into place by its 
own weight’. 

As the modern reader peruses the nar- 
ratives of travellers, his fancy catches at 
some illustrations of the writings of St 
John. One recent writer tells us how he 
visited the marshy and verdant plain 
covered with the remains of Ephesus, 
The nature of the vegetation, the 
travail was past." Strabo, ‘ Geograph.’ XIV. p. 
641. Cf. Callimachus, ‘in Del.’ 11. 209; Ovid, 
‘ Metam.’ VI. 338. 

1 Of Artemis, Phoebus, Dionysus, Heracles. 
Eckhel, ‘De Numm.’ 11. 512. 


2 S. August. “De (Civ. Dw’ XXXI 4. 
3 Plin. ‘ Nat. Hist.’ Lib. XXXVI. 21. 
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flocks which grazed in the deep grass, 
the grandeur of the ruins, the extent, the 
solitude, the broken arches of the long 
aqueduct, recalled irresistibly the sombre 
majesty of the Roman Campagna. While 
examining the semi-circle of the theatre, 
the traveller was struck by the aspect of 
the sky, and its strange effect upon the 
landscape. Towards the mountain the 
sky was grey and rainy; overhead copper- 
coloured clouds passed over clouds of 
spectral whiteness. At intervals pale 
gleams illuminated the immense ruins, 
the severe outline of the hills, the desert 
plain. ‘Then all was shadowy—until look- 
ing seaward the sky was of brilliant 
azure, and the Ionian light began to grow 
pure and full’. Was the Apostle thinking 
of some effect like this when he wrote— 
“because the darkness (or shadow) is 
drifting by, and the Very light now en- 
lighteneth?”? ‘In the sides of Mount 
Preon,” saysthewriter lately quoted,“ gape 
two tenantless grottoes. As we go down 
into their depths; as our eyes are lifted 
up to the black and yellow rocks only 
half-lighted by a mysterious gleam ; as we 
ascend to the day again by a scarped path 
in the cliff, through masses which seem to 
have been piled there by some suddenly 
interrupted convulsion, we are tempted 
to think that the eagle of the Revelation 
may have sometimes lingered in the hol- 
low rock, and have had in these truly 
Apocalyptic caverns a foretaste of the 
terrible visions of Patmos*" All this 
may be fanciful. What seems to be as 
certain as almost any historical fact of 
the kind is that amidst these very scenes 
the Apostle St John found Christians to 
teach, and the very forms of error 
which he was divinely trained to en- 
counter and overthrow. There were 
numerous churches in that quarter, 
founded by St Paul during his third 
missionary journey, A.D. 55—58. From 
the wel-known passage in Pliny we 
learn that Christians abounded in the 
province of Bithynia. There, in Ephesus, 
St John remained for many years, the in- 
heritor, the completer, the organiser of 
the work whose foundation had been so 


tTa. Gi Ampère; ‘Wa, Grèce; Rome, eb 


Dante—Une Course en Asie Mineure,’ pp. 357 
— 362. 

? 1 Johnii. 8. See note. 

5 Ampère, wt supra, 
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deeply laid by St Paul’. “At the foot of 
the shrine of Diana of the Ephesians"— 
writes an eloquent historian of the Church 
—“under a sky blazing with light: in an 
atmosphere loaded with brilliant vapours ; 
to minds enamoured of mystic initiations, 
and for the purpose of refuting heresies 
which naturally sprung from a soil so 
teeming, he developes, in a language 
full of grandeur, the sublime simplicity 
of Christian Metaphysics"." 

One local allusion at least can scarcely 
be fanciful. Let any student of the First 
Epistle of St John read its six closing 
words? in the light of Acts xix. 34, 35, 
and of the passages cited above from 
Strabo and Tacitus, and he will better 
see their force. The Epistle closes with 
a shudder—- the idols.” 


TT: 


1, Commentators are, perhaps, respon- 
sible for having excited prejudice against 
the Epistle now before us by exaggerating 
the extent of its polemical element. When 
the student sees the formidable list of 
heresies to which St John refers, or is 
supposed to refer, he may be tempted to 
exclaim—‘“ This is an obsolete chapter in 
the history of human error. These theo- 
logical scare-crows are nothing to us now. 
'The refutation of errors, which to us in 
the roth century have the air of coming 
from some treatise on lunacy, has little 
meaning in our day*.” Now we do not 
deny the polemical purpose of parts of 
this Epistle, as will be seen. But St John 
does not confine himself to the eccentric 
and fortuitous forms of temporary error. 
He deals with its essential and permanent 
substance. Had the Apostle been hunt- 
ing down local heretics in every verse, 
Gospel and Epistle alike would have be- 
come obsolete with their overthrow. But 
the Antichrists of whom he tells us that 


“they are come, have come into being^," 
1 Actsxix.,xx. For the extension of St Paul's 
influence in Asia Minor during the three years 
when he made Ephesus his headquarters, see Acts 
xix. Io, and the language of Demetrius, Z2zZ. 26. 

2 De Broglie, ‘ Histoire,’ 1. 8o. 

3 rexvia, PuddEare éavrods amd rov elddrwy. 
1 John v. 21. 

4 A perfect repertory of all that is known 
about these strange heresies will be found in 
Burton, ‘ Bampton Lectures,’ Lecture v1. Vol. III., 
pP. 157—191, and Notes 68—86, pp. 464—527. 

5 yeydvacw, 1-John ii. 18. i 
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were the exponents, in that age, of errors 
which wil appear, again and again, in 
other shapes, until the last dark and 
dreadful spirit shall arrive, whose advent 
is spoken of by the same solemn word as 
the Saviour’s own'. While we hold with 
Mosheim that Hammond has exceeded 
all bounds in his passion for * detecting 
Gnostics where there are none" in almost 
every verse of this Epistle, it is also cer- 
tain that it contains an important polemical 
element. In it St John furnished the 
Church with infallible guidance against 
forms of error, which might have proved 
fatal to her very existence. 

2. It is perfectly certain that the pro- 
phetic words addressed by St Paul to the 
elders of the Church of Ephesus?, many 
years before the issue of St John’s Epistles, 
had received ample fulfilment. Peculiar 
germs of speculative error were in the 
teeming air of Asia Minor, which were 
destined to find an appropriate zZzs in 
the Church herself. A few years later 
(A. D. 65—66) St Paul deems it necessary 
to warn Timothy, as Bishop of Ephesus, 
against the ‘ polemics’ or ‘antitheses’ of 
‘the gnosis that is falsely so called*.' 
Elsewhere, in the same Epistle, he speaks 
of ‘myths and genealogies’—not Jewish 
‘stemmata,’ but systems of divine po- 
tencies, which the gnosticsand gnosticising 
Rabbis loved to call eozs, drawn out in 
what seemed lines of unending compli- 
cation and tenuity*. The ‘genealogies’ 
are assuredly those of the @ons, the suc- 
cessive emanations of existences from the 
bosom of the Infinite. The deceptive 
wisdom is that of the gzoszs. St Paul sig- 
nalized this error; St John confuted it. 

3. This was, probably, one of the 
gravest dangers which Christianity has had 
to undergo. Gnosticism was not a partial, 
it was, so to speak, a Catholic heresy. 
Its object was to take the Christian creed; 
to transform, and apparently spiritualize 
it; to elevate the fazth into a philosophy 
—Aa knowledge—and then to substitute this 
knowledge for the faith, concealing the 


1 °Avrixpioros epxerat, ibid. 

2 Acts xx. 30. à 

3 dyri0écews THS yevouvóuov yvdoews, 1 Tim. 
vi. 20. 

4 ots kal yeveadoylais åmepavrois, 1 Tim. i. 
4; Buddzus, ‘Introd. et Hist. Phil Heb.’ 
pp- 336—347. Irenæus quotes r Tim. i 4, 
and explains the yeveaAoyías by the Gnostic 
geons, * adv. Her.’ I. Praef. 
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deception by retaining the terminology 
ofthe Gospel. Gnosticism was eclectic, 
On the side of Greece and Hellenic 
Egypt, Platonism, Stoicism, and Pythago- 
reanism—on the side of Persia and India, 
Parseeism and a pantheistic cosmogony 
supplied it with materials. 

The two most important features of 
this singular system were its dualistic and 
doketic aspects. Dualism asserted that 
the good and the evil of creation pro- 
ceeded from two principles, one good, 
the other evil,—the one light, the 
other darkness’. But spirit was the 
good influence, co-extensive with light. 
Matter was the power of evil, whose 
home is the realm of darkness. A mind 
thoroughly imbued with these ideas could 
only look at the dogma of the Incarnation 
from one point of view. The Christian 
Church taught that the “Word was made 
Flesh.” But how could the Word of 
Light be hypostatically united to a true 
material body, plunged in the darkened 
world of matter? Christ, indeed, had 
been seen on the earth, But the human 
flesh which was seen was only apparent. 
Redemption was a spectral drama played 
out by unsubstantial shadows. A shadow 
was nailed in appearance to an apparent 
cross’. Philosophical dualism was by a 


1 S. John probably refers to this, 1 John i. 5. 
Cf. Gospel i. 5. 

2 [t is impossible to mistake the exuberant 
fulness of language, so unusual with St John, in 
I Johni. r, 2, 3, the emphatic I. X. év capri 
éAqAvOóra, 1 John iv. 2, épxóuevov £v capki, 
2 John 7, the reference to the blood and 
water from the veal Body, ï John v. 6. A 
little later, the same region was still haunted 
by these shadowy dreamers. Ignatius writes 
with impassioned energy to the Trallians of 
Christ who ‘‘was £ruly born, ate and drank; 
truly suffered: £ruly was crucified and died: 
truly rose”—then playing upon their name, 
*Aéyovcw TÒ Ookeév memovOévar aitov aurol 
üvres rò Ooketv? (‘Epist. ad Trall.’ 1x, X). In 
the Epistle to the Church of Smyrna we find 
this form of error stigmatised as not confessing 
that **Jesus bore real human flesh” (uù poo- 
yv» a)róv capkopópov). This heresy upon the 
Incarnation became, as it was logically bound 
to be, anZ-sacramental.  Doketic Christians 
ceased to observe the Eucharist (‘ Epist. ad 
Smyrn. V—VII). This necessary logical con- 
clusion of Doketism lends additional force to 
the view of r John v. 8, advocated in the notes 
upon that place, and so clearly put in the para- 
phrase of a great Calvinistic commentator. **St 

ohn means not only that water and that blood 
which flowed once for all from the side of 
Christ, and once for all gave their witness to 
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logical necessity theological doketism, 
anti-dogmatic and anti-sacramental. 

The errors with which St John was 
immediately concerned may be looked 
upon as heresy of the intellect, heresy of 
the senses, heresy of the imagination’. 

(a) The heresy with which St John had 
to deal in its zuZeZectua/ forms is specially 
connected with the name of Cerinthus. 
For Carpocrates, probably, lived some- 
what later than Cerinthus, and approached 
the problems of the day from a different 
and bitterly anti-Judaistic point of view. 
What is known of Cerinthus may be best 
told in the clear language of Dean Mansel. 

“The otherform of heresy subsequently 
known as the Ebionite *, appears towards 
the close of the first century in the person 
of Cerinthus, a man of Jewish descent? 
and educated at Alexandria, the head- 
quarters of that philosophy from which 
his corruption of Christianity would most 
naturally emanate. The date of his no- 
toriety as a teacher may be inferred with 
tolerable certainty from the well-known 
anecdote recorded by Irenaüs on the 
authority of Polycarp, that St John, 


Him upon earth—but the water of Baptism, 
and the Supper of the Lord (which are Sacraments 
of the blood shed upon the cross), which will 
be witnesses to Him even to the end of the 
world.” (Piscat. ‘Anal. Log. vir. Epp. Cathol.’ 
p. 368. Doketism lingered on to a late date. 
'The Homilies of Chrysostom upon St John 
were preached about dawn twicea week to earn- 
est Christians. Chrysostom would have been 
very unlikely to select any heresy for refutation 
which was not popular and prevalent, a question 
oftheday. But in one place he shews his hearers 
how to deal with those heretics who said that 
“all about the Incarnation was pwtative—a 
phantasy, a personation, an idea” (drt $avracía 
Tis qv kal Vmrókpicts Kal bmóvouu rà THS olkovopas 
&mravra. S. Chrysost. ‘In Joan. Homil.’ XI. 2, 
Tom. VIII. 79, edit. Migne). 

1 'This classification has been borrowed from 
M. Baunard. 

2 It is not absolutely certain whether any such 
person as Ebion ever existed. The Ebionites 
prided themselves upon the derivation of the 
name of their sect from the Hebrew word for 
poor (YIN). Burton, ‘Bampton Lectures,’ 
Works, Vol. 111. 182—183. 

3 His Jewish descent may be inferred from 
the character of his teachings; cf. Burton, ‘B. L.’ 
p.477. Hisstudy in Egypt is asserted by Hip- 
polytus, VII. 33, and by Theodoret, * Hær. Fab.’ 
3. Cf. Burton, <B: La p. 1755. Milman, 
‘Hist. of Christianity? II. p. 55. Merinthus, 
who is sometimes supposed to be a contempo- 
rary of Cerinthus (Epiphan. * Her.’ XXVIII. 8), 
was probably only a nickname of Cerinthus, 
from uhpirbos, a cord. 
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having entered into a bath at Ephesus, 
and finding Cerinthus within, hastened 
out of it with the words, * Let us fly, lest 
the bath should fall while Cerinthus, the 
enemy of the truth, is init' Other, butless 
trustworthy, authorities assign to him a yet 
earlier date. According to Epiphanius, he 
was one of those Judaising disciples who. 
censured St Peter after the conversion of 
Cornelius for having eaten with men uncir- 
cumcised, and also one of the multitude 
who raised a tumult against St Paul on 
the charge of having brought Greeks into 
the temple, and one of the false brethren 
whom St Paul mentions in the Epistle to 
the Galatians’. But the narrative of Epi- 
phanius is very confused, and all these 
supposed early allusions to Cerinthus are 
at variance with the statement of Irenzeus, 
who speaks of the Cerinthian heresy as 
much later than that of the Nicolaitanes’. 

“The principal features of the teaching 
of Cerinthus are given in the following 
brief summary by Irenzeus, who is fol- 
lowed almost word for word by Hippo- 
lytus. ‘A certain Cerinthus in Asia 
taught that the world was not made by 
the Supreme God, but by a certain power 
altogether separate and at a distance 
from that Sovereign Power which is over 
the universe, and one which is ignorant 
of the God who is over all things. He 
represented Jesus as not having been 
born of a virgin (for this seemed to him 
to be impossible), but as having been the 
son of Joseph and Mary, born after the 
mannerof other men,though distinguished 
above all others by justice and prudence 
and wisdom. He taught moreover, that 
after the baptism of Jesus the Christ de- 
scended upon Him in the form of a dove 
from that Sovereign Power which is over 
all things, and that He then announced the 
unknown Father and wrought miracles ; 
but that towards the end (of His ministry) 
the Christ departed again from Jesus, and 
Jesus suffered and rose from the dead, 
while the Christ remained impassible as 
a spiritual being*.'? 


1 Irenæus, * Heeres,’ 111. 3. 

? Epiphan. ‘Her.’ XXVIII. 2—4. Epiphanius 
seems to have confounded St Paul's visit to Jeru- 
salem in company with Titus, Gal ii. 2, Acts 
xv. 2, with the later one in company with Tro- 
phimus, Acts xxi. 29. 

3 Irenæus, III. ri. 1. Cf. Massuet, * Dissert. 
Preev. in Iren.’ 1. § 125. 

4 Irenæus, I. 25, Cf. Hippolytus, VII. 33. 
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The system of Cerinthus at least bore 
its testimony to the central miraculous 
fact of Christianity, though it is difficult 
to see how the resurrection of Jesus 
could be brought into real coherence 
with its first principles. But while his 
Christology was free from the apparently 
almost insane aberration of later Gnosti- 
cism, it is evidently Gnostic'. 

(2) The errors with which St John had 
to deal as moral heresy—heresy of the 
senses—appear to have attained formid- 
able proportions. Our Lord, in His 
letter to the Church of the Ephesians, 
recognizes the existence of the Nico- 
laitanes, and commends that Church for 
its hatred of their deeds* He also 
speaks of certain in the Church of Per- 
gamos as holding the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitanes, “which thing I hate?." It 
is unnecessary to enter here upon the 
perplexing controversy as to the leader 
from whom the party took its name— 

` to examine whether the word is formed 


[‘ The Gnostic Heresies,’ Mansel.— Lecture vIn. 
pp. Ir1—r13.] 

1 It may be well to supplement the remarks 
in the text by some sentences from Bishop Pear- 
son’s useful summary of the heresies of Asia 
Minor. ‘‘Two principal heresies upon the 
nature of Christ then prevailed, each diametri- 
cally opposed to the other as well as to the 
Catholic faith. One was the heresy of the 
Doketze, which destroyed the verity of the 
Human Nature in Christ; the other was the 
heresy of the Ebionites, who denied the Divine 
Nature and the eternal Generation, and inclined 
to press the observation of the ceremonial law. 
Ancient writers acknowledge these as heresies 
of the first century; all allow that they were 
powerful in the age of Ignatius. Hence Theo- 
doret (Procem.) divided the books of these here- 
tics into two categories. In the first he included 
those who put forward the idea of a second 
Creator, and asserted that the Lord had appeared 
illusively. In the second he placed those who 
maintained that the Lord was merely a man. 
Of the first, Jerome observed (‘ Adv. Luciferian.’ 
XXIII.) ‘that while the Apostles yet remained 
upon the earth, while the blood of Christ was 
almost smoking upon the sod of Judæa, some 
asserted that the body of the Lord was a phan- 
tom.’ Of the second the same writer remarked 
that * St John, at the invitation of the Bishops of 
Asia Minor, wrote his Gospel against Cerinthus 
and other heretics—and especially against the 
dogma of the Ebionites, then rising into exist- 
ence, who asserted that Christ did not exist 
before Mary.’ Epiphanius notes that these here- 
sies were mainly of Asia Minor (nul dé év TH 
’Acla). ‘Heres.’ LVI.” (Pearson, ‘Vindic. Ignat.’ 
II. C. I, p- 351.) 

Rev. ii. 6. 


3 Ibid. 15. 
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from the name of * Nicolas, a proselyte 
of Antioch," one of the seven deacons* 
become an heresiarch?, or is to be un- 
derstood as the Greek translation of 
Balaam. Nicolaism was plainly a fleshly 
heresy, antinomian upon principle?—a 
sensuality half veiled by Gnostic sym- 
bols. It is evident what an advantage 
such a system must have derived from 
the very sky and soil of Asia Minor. 
There were ons, it was said, who 
actually wished to be served by deeds 
of unspeakable pollution. But in the 
walks of the glorious Ortygian grove, 
by the delightful banks of the Cenchrea 
or Cayster—near the islands which were 
haunted by Aphrodite, under the shadow 
of the Temple of Artemis, beneath that 
burning and voluptuous sky, the way was 
smooth for heresy which travelled with 
the human heart. There were many 
Christians lapsed into this heresy of the 
senses, of whom it might be said that 
“‘Of sight or sound 
Whatever in that clime he found 
Did to his mind impart 
A kindred impulse, seem’d allied 
To his own powers, and justified 
The workings of his heart. 
Nor less to feed voluptuous thought 
The beauteous forms of Nature wrought, 
Fair trees and gorgeous flowers. 
The breezes their own languor lent; 


The stars had feelings which they sent 
Into those favour’d bowers4.” 


The First Epistle of St John sums up 
and represents the great strain of holy 
teaching in the Church of Ephesus, 
which won for it that precious word from 
the lips of the living Christ, tempering 
all the righteous severity of the message 
which was addressed to it—“ but this thou 
hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaitanes, which I also hate*." 

A survey of the sketch given above of 
the system of Cerinthus by Dean Mansel 
will shew how that system would naturally 
lead, if not to Nicolaitan abandonment, 
at least to a fatally lowered line of 
Christian action*—and that precisely in 


1 Acts vi. &. 

2 So Irenæus, ‘ Heres.’ 1.27; Tertull. ‘De 
Preescript.’ 47; S. Hieron. Epist. 1. 

3 Rev. ii. 15. 

4 Wordsworth, ‘ Poems of the Imagination,’ 
Ruth XXI. 

5 Rev. ii. 6. 

6 It is this, rather than absolute profligacy, 
which Ignatius seems to attribute to the appa- 
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the way indicated in the First Epistle of 
St John. The Christology of Cerinthus 
is Gnostic to its very root. The purpose 
of Christ’s coming into the world is not 
the procuring of that redemption “ which 
consists in the remission of sins'," but 
the illumination of the intellect by a lofty 
philosophy. He is not, indeed, a Re- 
deemer, a Propztiation? for the whole 
world, but the teacher of the enlightened 
and initiated few; and a teacher not of 
righteousness, not of keeping God's plain 
undeniable commandments, but of specu- 
lative knowledge*. Cerinthus separated 
Jesus from Christ. He would not admit 
any real suffering of the higher being 
who was impassible, or of the lower who 
was indeed a phantom. Sin and atone- 
ment—the nature of the first, the necessity 
of the second—find no place in his philo- 
sophy* St John therefore defines sin ; 
asserts Christ to be a propitiation; and 
shews the reality of His Death and of the 
sacraments, which are the abiding wit- 
nesses of its existence as a fact and its 
continuance as a power*. 

(c) But heresy in Ephesus also clothed 
itself in the form of oriental Magie. 

Ephesus had become a centre for 
magical practices, for incantations and 
evocations, for all which in our days might 
be called spiritualism. In the Acts of the 
Apostles “exorcists” and “ practisers of 
curious arts” are connected with Ephesus’. 
Magicians came constantly from Asia and 
Persia with new enchantments, and with 
supplies of the strange herb oz, which 
was supposed to produce a sacred de- 
lirium. Alexandria poured forth a crowd 
of Egyptian diviners. Chaldeans ar- 
rived for the purpose of selling their 


rently Doketic Cerinthian * heterodox” of the 
Church of Smyrna. ‘Concerning charity they 
care not—not for the widow—not for the orphan 
—not for the afflicted—not for bond or free— 
not for hungry or thirsty.” (' Epist. ad Smyrn.’ 
vi. 

1 See note on Col. i. 14. 

? 1 John ii. 2. 

3 Jbid. Cf. note on Col. i. 28. 

4 See the evident references to such a gnosis 
in I John i li. 3, 4, and to false teachers of the 
kind, iii. 7. St John, indeed, does not mention 
Cerinthus or thé Nicolaitanes. Throughout the 
epistle he affirms, he never discusses. It is an 
oracle, not an argument. 

5 Dorner, ‘Person of Christ,’ 1. 197. 

Svr Johniii. 4, 5, ii. 1, 2, v. 8 

7. Acts xix. 13—19. 


.power of the air, 
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calculations. Cabalistic papers, called 
* Ephesian letters,” were in repute 
throughout the Roman Empire, for the 
purposes of healing and divination. 
'They were written upon the statue of 
Artemis, and carved and engraved upon 
gems in rings. Apollonius of Tyana, the 
Cagliostro of antiquity, was received with 
tumultuous welcome at Ephesus. “No 
artisan,” writes Philostratus, “no man 
of such mean condition who did not 
quit his work to gaze upon Apollonius. 
Some marvelled at his knowledge, some 
at the majesty of his face; some at his 
austere way of living, others at his singular 
garb, most at these altogether.” Re- 
membering that the great diviners of an- 
tiquity—Calchas, Tiresias, Epimenides— 
had devoted a human victim, Apollonius 
hounded on the people to murder a 
poor old beggar, who lived by alms col- 
lected in the streets and upon the steps 
of the temple’. 

What is certain is that over all the 
gaiety and profligacy of Ephesus there 
hung an impression of some mysterious 
awe, of some strange communication with 
the powers of another world. In his 
Epistle to the Ephesians St Paul not 
only refers to the Temple of Artemis’, 
his recognition of the mysteriousness of 
human life, of its perpetual conflict with 
evil intelligences—of the “prince of the 
the spirit now in- 
working in the children of disobedience? " 
— is nowhere so awful or so ample. In 
his Gospel St John records no instance of 
our Lord's miraculous dispossessions of 
demoniacs, though he recognizes the idea 
of moral and spiritual possession*. The 
omission may have been partly de- 
termined by the false conception of the 
holy Redeemer as a spiritualist or mighty 
magician which might have arisen in 
Ephesus. But St Paul seems to recognize 
the atmosphere of Ephesus as one in 
which the Spirit of God? and the spirits 

1 Tt would seem to be quite possible that the 
visit of Apollonius to Ephesus may have been 
during St John's residence there. If so, it would 
give a vivid meaning to 1 John ii. 9—rr1, iii. ro 
— 18. Contrast with Apollonius Peter and 
John with the lame beggar at the * Beautiful 
gate," Acts iii. 1—8. 

? Ephes. ii. 20—22. 

3 Ephes. vi. 12, ii. 2. 

4 John vi. 7o, xiii, 2—27. It is recognized 
dieu in the Epistle, I John iii. 8. 

5 Ephes. i. 13, 14, iv. 30. 
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of evil’ worked with a quickened energy. 
St John's tone is the exact counterpart 
of this. He does not, indeed, speak of 
supernatural gifts as continuing in the 
Churches of Asia Minor; but he does 
recognize with energy twice over their 
having chrism from Christ, unction from 
the Holy One’, even as St Paul had 
twice referred to the “sealing” of the 
Ephesians—while his warning about the 
spirits contemplates an awful revelation 
of the world of evil intelligences around 
us identical with that which is conveyed 
in the language of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians about the powers of dark- 
ness*?, 

Thus we recognize a distinct and im- 
portant polemical element in St John's 
Epistle*. It is not, indeed, a personal 
element, for no one isnamed. In this the 
writer is only consistent with himself. A 
great Italian poet represents himself as rapt 
awayintoParadise. Helooks fortheglori- 
fied spirit of St John, but can find no form 
or feature that answers to the Evangelist. 
And in gazing at the spot to which his 
eye was turned, he likens himself to one 
who, in an eclipse, looks at the sun, sees 


1 Ephes. ii. 2, iv. 27, vi. 12. Cf. the whole 
tone of Acts xix. 1—8, 11— 19. 

2 1 John ii. 20—27. 

$ ry John iv. 1, 2, 3. C£. Ephes. vi. 12. 
` 4 It is important to notice that the polemical 
elements in the Epistle and Gospel exist in 
precisely the tone and proportions which would 
naturally follow from the connection of zterpene- 
tration. The historian cannot enter upon the 
discussion of controverted principles without 
snapping the thread of his narrative, and more 
or less breaking the firm odjective outline which 
is peculiar to the Azstory as distinct from the 
treatise. At the same time he may select and 
arrange his materials so as to form an implicit 
polemic of great power. ‘The Word was made 
Flesh ” (John i. 14), contains in germ the refuta- 
tion of all errors, Cerinthian and Doketic (r 
John iv. 2, 3). Without accepting questionable 
statements of the prolonged existence of a 
sect, which called itself by the name of John 
the Baptist and made him the Messiah, the 
Gospel evidently refers to some exaggerated 
feeling about the Baptist’s office and ministry 
(John i. 6, 7, 8, 15, 20, 30, iii. 27—30, v. 
33). This implicit polemic of the Gospel may 
well be one of the references of otk év rQ 
vdare uóvov, Y John v. 6. See Godet's answer 
to Meyer, who denies all polemical intention in 
the Gospel ‘Comment sur lEvang. de S. 
Jean,’ 11. 715. Meyer’s view has been used by 
M. Astié- and others as a proof that the Gospel 
was written at a period when the heresies re- 
ferred to in the Zfzs¢/e had ceased to exist, and 
therefore, many years later. 
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nothing with perfect distinctness, and is 
dazzled by the effulgence. Certainly St 
John’s Epistle answers to this memorable 
passage—without address at the begin- 
ing ; without benediction at the close; 
without mention of one human name. 
among his contemporaries—all that is 
merely personal apparently lost in the 
glory of the Eternal Word, of the Divine 
Love’. 

4. But the very passages which the 
conviction of the Church has always 
associated with the local and temporary 
controversies of Ephesus and of the first 
century have within them the “semina 
eeternitatis.” Every Christian who is 
at once a thoughtful student of the 
Epistle, and a thoughtful observer of the 
times, must have felt that if these utter- 
ances were at first elicited by the spiritual 
needs of the Christians of Asia Minor, 
they have an unexhausted meaning for 
us also. Instances will readily occur. 

Men are attempting to make a shadowy 
ideological Christ—a spiritualized Christ 
who is not True Man, a human Christ 
who is not True God. St John tells us 
how to deal with such figments. *Con- 
cerning the Word, Who is the Life, that 
which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you. This is the True God and 
Eternal Life®,’ 

A Philosophy, confident in its own 
strength, and arrogating to itself the 
title of spiritual, would give to a handful 
of haughty and self-sufficient thinkers, 
a God without a Christ, or it would 
offer to us the wretched and impossible 
compromise of retaining the ethical 
beauty of Jesus without bowing before 
the mystery of His Incarnation. Did the 
old man of Ephesus really see through 
the storm and mists of ages? Did he 
know the law by which Deism (so called) 
is perpetually sinking, first to pantheism, 
then to atheism? At least he wrote— 
“Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father*.” 

There are those who would gird in 
the love of Christ within the narrow rim 
of a human system, and limit the ex- 
tent of the redeeming Passion. St John 
declares that “He is propitiation for our 


1 Dante, ‘ Paradiso,’ xxv. quoted by Dean 
Stanley, ‘On the Apostolic Age,’ p. 242. 

2 y John i. 1—3, v. 20. 

3 r John ii. 23. 
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sins, and not for ours only, but for those 
of the whole world'." 

There are those who imagine in one 
quarter that an assumed favour of God 
does away with the eternal distinction of 
actions, and makes sin not perilous to 
believers ; those in another who go peril- 
ously near to thinking that a man may 
be “a very good Catholic and a very bad 
Christian.” The Church needs the sharp 
clear tone which tells us with its simple 
power that “whosoever committeth sin 
is of the devil. All unrighteousness is 
sin’.” 

There are times when the conscious- 
ness that sin is growing subdued within 
weakens the felt need of Redemption. 
Here is one who warns us that “‘the blood 
of Jesus keeps cleansing us from sinë.” 

'There are times with individual souls, 
when the brooding consciousness of some 
particular transgression covers them with 
a horror of great darkness; or when the 
heart sinks down in utter prostration, as 
we look up at the unascended height of 
moral perfection. But it is written here, 
“if any man may have sinned, we have 
an Advocate with the Father*." 


III. 


1. The connection of the Epistle with 
the Gospel of St John is a subject of the 
first order of importance. In our dis- 
cussion we shall endeavour to keep in 
view two ends—the establishment of 
resemblances in style and language of 
such a nature as could only be supposed 
to proceed from a single mind; and the 
precise relation which the writer in- 
tended the Epistle to bear to the Gospel. 

We venture to sum up the phenomena 
presented by the Epistle when read side 
by side with the Gospel under three 
heads — interpenetration, suggestion, cir- 
cumscription. 

(a) By interpenetration it is not meant 
to lay exclusive stress upon such master- 
-words as appear upon the very surface of 
the two documents (Aóyos, pôs, koria, 
wý, adrnOwds, kócpos, pévew, ywookew, 
k.7.A.); nor, again, upon passages which 


1 j Johni. 2. 
? i John iii. 8, v. 17. 
ZiT Jonna. 
4 y John ii. 1. 
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contain actually the same expressions 
(about nineteen in number)*. It is in- 
tended to indicate such identical ex- 
pressions as proceed from an identical 
mould of thought and language. Identi- 
cal words or phrases in ¢hemselves might 
come from two writers trained in the 
same school, or from a forger making up 
a cento for the purpose of deception. 
Identical moulds of language are some- 
thing more, and indicate identity of mind 
and hand much more powerfully. 

The following instances are offered 
rather as specimens than as an exhaustive 
list :— 

(1) The particle 8£ occurs in St John’s 
Gospel less frequently than in any other 
part of the New Testament, except the 
Epistles of St John, and the Apocalypse. 

(2) The zame of Jesus is more fre- 
quently anarthrous in St John's Gospel 
than in the others*. In Tischendorf’s 
text of that Gospel it appears 233 times, 
83 times without the article. In the 
Epistles it is a/ways anarthrous. 

(3) tva referring to a pronoun and 


used as its complement. Compare 
Gospel. Epistle. 
incu 1 John iii. 8, 11, 23. 
VI? 20. doppi ll 
vi. 40. a TS 
Xvil 4 2 John. 6; 3 John v. 4. 


(4) A peculiar use of the word Avew 
as equivalent to *evacuating of authority, 
depriving of force and efficacy, destroy- 
ing," is found in St John’s Gospel alone 
(ii. r0, v. 18, vri. 23, x: 35). “This üse 
is found in the Epistle (1 John iii. 8). 

(5) The Gospel and Epistle occa- 
sionally employ sov in the unusual 
sense of “declaring a thing or person 
to be so and so by word or deed.” Com- 
pare 


Gospel. Epistle. 
V OS I John i. ro. 
villi. 53. n oE: DOr 
x. 33- 

xik 7, 14: 


(6) apapriav éxew, in the sense of 
*contracting sin, having and holding it 
in its guilt and power." 


1 See Introd. to Gospel, LXI—LXIII. 

2 *CIngos absque articulo à. Joanne maxim? 
poni certum est.” Tischendorf, ‘Nov. Test, 
Grac. Edit. VII, Praef, xxxiv, 
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Gospel. Epistle. 
John ix. 41. 1 John i. 8. 
S Va. 2E 
(7) Sentences beginning with &ia ro?ro. 
Gospel. Epistle. 
John v. 16, 18. 1 John iii. T. 
i Vi 05. cwn roc 


i Vll. 47. 
(8) rereAeiwuar, where we should ex- 
pect the adjective. 
Gospel. 
John xvii. 23. 


(9) 


Epistle. 
I John ii. 5. 
TW PM CAE YS 
FR g 
éav for orav. 


Gospel. Epistle. 
John vi. 62. 1 John iii. 2. 
jf. Xi-35 


(10) axovew for é£axovew, in the sense 
of “ hearing and granting prayer.” 
Gospel. Epistle. 
John ix. 31. 1 John v. 14, 15. 
DII TUA". 

'To these peculiar uses of szzg/e words 
or phrases may be added certain general 
Jorms of style which argue an identical 
habit of thought. 

(1) The generalizing use of the neuter, 
and especially of the article, to express a 
wider generality than the masculine. 


Gospel. Epistle. 
John i. 3. r John i. 1—3. 
nli. 22e » li 8 
» vi. 39, 40. » IV. 3. 
Vit. 29. ee As 
Ex. 30 


ED L2 of, 22, 92". 

(2) Antithetic parallelism, i.e. repeat- 
ing in a zegative form for greater impres- 
siveness propositions which, immediately 
before, had been enunciated positively— 
or inversely. 


Gospel. Epistle. 
Johni 3, 20. 1 John 1. 5, 6, 8. 
aD ID. 33 LIBE A. (T 
mai 1.25 4.5. » ii. 6. 

» XVlll 20. tts Os 

Dux 27; 


1 For the reason why the inferential otv, so 
frequent in St John's Gospel, is not found in the 
First Epistle (unless ii. 24, iv. 19 be exceptions), 
see note on 3 John z. 8. 

2 à r.—well explained by ‘‘ tout ce que,” M. 
Godet, zz Joc. 

3 Note the interesting Sinaitic reading of 
John xii. 32: “I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw aÑ (mávra) unto Me." **Non 
autem dicit omnes sed omnia.” Augustin. 
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(3) Accesstonal parallelism is a form of 
parallelism, in which the second member 
is always in advance of the first, and the 
third is occasionally in advance of the 
second. Of such a parallelism we may 
say with the critic just quoted— the 
heart has never said all; it has always 
something more to say." It is not all 
the truth to say of the eagle of God— 
“itque reditque per orbem." (Corn. a 
Lap. on r John iv. 16. He circles, 
indeed, round his favourite thoughts; 
but there is progress, and not mere spiral 
revolution. 

Let us see, in its best-marked instances, 
this opposztio cum accessione—this rhetorical 
habit of making the second, or following, 
member of an antithesis overpass and 
add emphasis to that which precedes it, 
It will explain many “expressions which 
may seem strange to those who have not 
observed the reason of them.” 

1 John ii. 4,5. [To “keep Ais word” 
as one unbroken whole, goes far beyond 
“keeping s commandments” as isolated 
precepts. | 

Ibid. vv. 4, 5, 6. [“ Know Him"—*aze 
in Him"—" abide in Him”—form the 
successive points of a grand climax.] 

Ibid. vv. 9, 10. [“Abideth in the 
light” is a step beyond “zs zz the 
light."] 

Ibid. v. 11. [A long, dark progress is 
denoted, “zs in darkness”—“‘qwadketh in 
darkness” —“ knoweth not whither”—and 
“ darkness hath blinded.” 

Ibid. vv. 13, 14. [v. 14 completes and 
amplifies the idea of victory in v. 13. 
In v. 13 we have victory bnefly,—' Ye 
have overcome the wicked one”—in 
v. 14 the source of that victory—‘“‘ye are 
strong, and the Word of God abideth in 

ou.” 

i Ibid. v. 27. [This principle of ad- 
vance in thought, conveyed by subtle 
variations of expression, tends to con- 
firm the reading adopted by Tisch. and 
Reiche in the latter part of the verse. 
The authority of MSS. is almost equally 
balanced between “The same anointing,” 
(ró avró xpiopa) and “His anointing” 
(tò avro) xpicpa). But the latter is con- 
firmed by the marked advance of the 
thought conveyed by it. “The Anoint- 
ing of Hım ” shews the relation of Christ 
and the Spirit more dogmatically and 
essentially than the expression at the 
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beginning of the verse—‘ The anointing 
which ye have received from Him'."] 

Ibid. vv. 27,28. [“ Adédein Him”—an 
advance upon “Ye shall abide in Him." 
Compare in the inverse order the first 
and last clauses of v. 24.] 

See also i. 6, 7...7, 8, iv. 7, 8, v. 18, 
19, and compare in the Gospel, e.g. iii. 
17, 18, iv. 20, 21, vii. 37, 38, &c. 

The interpenetration, then, of the Epistle 
by the Gospel is not merely a community 
of words and expressions. It is some- 
thing much deeper. It is the proved 
existence of an identical mould of thought 
lying behind the words and expressions, 
and is often the strongest presumption in 
favour of the supposition that the two pro- 
ductions issue from one individual mind. 

(ò) The second term which we em- 
ploy to express the relation of the First 
Epistle to the Gospel of St John is sugges- 
tion. This suggestion is twofold—of the 
Gospel as a whole, and of its separate 
portions. 

The Epistle suggests the Gospel as a 
whole. 

St John points in it to a certain type 
and historical representation of Jesus, 
which he assumes to be before the eyes 
of those to whom he writes. "That type, 
however, is not within the compass of the 
Epistle itself, but lies somewhere outside 
it The Epistle contains dogma and pre- 
cept, and it contains nothing more. But 
it also implies that this historical repre- 
sentation had been published—so far at 
least as in some way to be perfectly 
known to them—and that it had been 
published by St John himself. And 
he states that the object of this repre- 
sentation is to bring out the things which 
he himself and others had seen and 
heard’. "There is, moreover, a quiet un- 
doubting reference, with perfect assurance 
of being understood, to a certain picture, 
mould, or type of the life and character 
of Jesus, existent and recognized—to a 
picture beside them, which they might 

gaze upon and consult. 


1 This (if there were no other reason) would 
cause us to reject the once famous conjecture of 
Michaélis that xpicua slipt into the text by an 
iotacism for xpnoua, oracle. He uses it as an 
illustration of his doctrine that the true reading 
might never have been written in any manu- 
script, not even in that which came from the 
sacred author's hand or dictation. 

2 1 John i. 3. 
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It is not, indeed, satisfactory to 
refer, with one critic’, the threefold ypapw 
to the Æpistle, the threefold éypaya to 
the Gospel (x John ii. 12, 13, 14). It is 
still less satisfactory, with another critic’, 
to apply all six to the Gospel. But we 
have no necessity for pressing question- 
able arguments into the service of the 
theory before us. 

When the Apostle urges upon his 
children the moral duty of walking con- 
tinuously, even as He made His one 
great life-walk, he points them to a definite 
representation of that Life®. 

Worthy of note is the way in which 
the present (éor:)—7s—is applied to the 
moral characteristics of Jesus with what 
may be called an zZeaZizimg or presenti- 
ating shade of thought (“even as He zs 
pure,” r John iii. 2 ; “in Him zs no sin,” 
ibid. v. 5; “even as He zs righteous," 
ibid. v. 7). Christ, as He is in the fourth 
Gospel, is ever present to the eye of tbe 
Church; and, in his Epistle, the Apostle 
points to the picture which he himself had 
drawn, and which abides engraven upon 
the plate of the Gospel. 

The ideal of holiness is realized in 
the life of Jesus, and its realization neces- 
sarily implies a history and a historian. 
It, therefore, becomes in the highest de- 
gree probable, that the writer of the 
Epistle points to a Gospel written by 
himself—and the argument of znferfene- 
tration heightens the presumption. 

But the phenomenon of suggestion as 
we lay the Epistle side by side with the 
Gospel carries us a great deal further. 
The Epistle is perpetually suggesting 
questions to the careful reader which 
he can answer from one book, and 
one book only, from one Gospel and 
one Gospel only. Each great leading 
word or idea in the Epistle is a latent 
reference, an asterisk pointing to the 
Gospel. Let us set down instances of 
this enough to leave no doubt upon the 
subject. 

Epistle. 
Concerning the Lo- 
gos. 

f oh» 
Who is the Logos? 

Hug 

2 Ebrard. 


3 ^ ^ + > ^ e j 
ka ds éketvos mepremarnoey kal avros oUTWS TN E~ 
purareiy, 1 John ii. 6. 


Gospel, 


John i. 1. 
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Epistle, Gospel. 
We ha vea Paraclete. 
Hi 
What does that 
mean ? xiv. 16. 


The word of God 
abidet in you. 
li. 14, iv. 4. 
How can this be 
true? what war- 
rants an assertion 
so amazing ? 
Whosoever is born 
of God. i 
Eno Ww I4. 
What is that? how 
comes it? 
New commandment. 
io E 
What is that? 
The Saviour of the 
world. 
lv. 14. 
Why so called? 
This is He that 
came by water and 
blood. 
v. 6, 8. 
How so? 
We receive the wit- 
ness of men, 
y. 9- Baptist, 1. 15—36, 
Who are the men iil, 27—36; An- 
whose witness we drew, i. 41; Philip, 


idv. TS, 23. 


i 4 BOs 


Rife SANSE Z: 


iv. 42. 


E 


receive ?! Ll 45; Nathanael, 
i. 49; Nicodemus, 
li 2; Samaritan 
Woman, iv, 29; 
Samaritans, 42; 
Peter, vi. 68, 69; 
officers, vil. 46; 
blind man, ix. 38 ; 
Martha, xi. 27; 
Pilate, xviii 38, 
xix. 5,6; Thomas, 
XX 28; 
The Begotten of 
God keepeth him. 
1 John v. 18. 
Why does St John ; 
promise this ? Vib, 12: 


1 A reference to the notes on v. 6—11, will 
shew that the section is nothing less than an 
exhaustive analysis of the Gospel of St John as 
the Gospel of wetness. 


285 
Epistle. Gospel. 
Ye have an unction 
Srom the Holy One, 
and know all 
things. 
ll. 20. 
How this? xiv. 26. 
The world lieth 
wholly in the wick- 
ed one. 
Vir 19; 
How this? xiv. 30. 


This is the confi- 
dence...that if we 
ask anything... He 
heareth us. And 
if we know that 
He heareth us, &c. 
V. I4—16. 
How do we know 
and why have we 
confidence ? Wie 3,94. 

(c) Finally we have used the word 
circumscription to express another phe- 
nomenon of the relation of St John’s 
Epistle to his Gospel. While writing 
his Epistle, he purposely crcumscribes 
his pen and thoughts within the circle 
of the Gospel. Few words indeed are 
found at all in the letter’ which are not 
either in the history or in the discourses, 
and of these few none which are of 
capital importance in the vocabulary of 
Christians, with the solitary exception 
of iNacpds*. This explains to us the 
reason of the otherwise singular fact that 
the four great words—gospel, church, 
grace, repentance—are not found in St 
John's First Epistle. It did not suit 
the purpose of the Spirit that any of 
these words should be in the discourses 
of Jesus recorded in the fourth Gospel’. 


1 E.g. adagovela (1 John ii. 16), Glos (x John ii. 
16, iii. 17), eldwdov (1 John v. 21). "Avríxpurros 
(x John ii. 18, 22, iv. 3) does not occur in the 
Gospel. But St John in his Epistle merely 
names him of whom Jesus had said with such 
emphasis éàv G\dos ENON év TQ ovomare TQ idly 
(John v. 43. Observe the almost zechnical term 
€\Oy. See on Antichrist cometh, note 1 John ii. 
18). The substantive mtoris does not occur in 
the Gospel; it is found once in the Epistle 
(1 Joh. v. 4), but the verb (miorevew) is in every 
page of the Gospel. 

2 í John ii. 2, iv. ro. 

3 xdpis is found in the proæmium of the Gospel 
three times, i. 14, 16, 17. It occurs in 2 John 3. 
See note. 
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St John scarcely takes a step outside 
the circle of the Gospel; he will hardly 
write down a word about the spiritual 
life, however precious in itself, which is 
not somewhere within its boundaries. 

2. But while the First Epistle of St 
John is thus connected with the Gospel, 
interlaced through and through at every 
point—while the connection is not only 
superficial, but one of zterpenetration, 
suggestion, and circumscription—there is 
no ground for supposing that the Epistle 
is a bit of theological marqueterie, cun- 
ningly fabricated by piecing together 
fragments of the Gospel. Such a mode 
of fabrication must have aimed at a pur- 
pose quite inconsistent with the ve¢zcence 
and veiled personality of the Epistle from 
beginning to end. For it omits precisely 
everything which such a forgery would 
be sure to have contained. It does not 
give us, like one of St Paul’s Epistles, 
either the name of the Apostle, or the 
names of those to whom it is addressed. 
It has no salutation at the commence- 
ment or at the close. It does not ex- 
pressly state a single circumstance of the 
writer, or designate by name any of the 
heretics whom it is written to refute. 

The so-called Epistle to the Laodi- 
ceans enables us to estimate with exacti- 
tude the inevitable characteristics of such 
a cento. The lost Greek original of 
that document may be read in the sub- 
stantially identical Greek translations of 
the Latin rendering, given by Elias Hut- 
ter’ and quite recently by Bishop Light- 
foot®. The most efficacious argument 
against the authenticity of the Epistle 
is, as Erasmus said, simply to read 
it. The words, indeed, are Pauline; 
for thirty-six verses, chiefly from Philip- 
pians, are quoted more or less in a piece 
which is itself divided into twenty verses. 
But this fortuitous concourse of Pauline 
atoms, brought into juxtaposition in 
space, is destitute of life and purpose. 
The image of St Paul conjured up for a 
moment has no heart beating within it. 

The voice is as the voice of an automa- 
ton*. But the Epistle of St John has 

1 See ‘Codex Apoc. N. T? by Fabricius. 
Tom. I. 873, 879. 

2 * Colossians and Philemon,’ pp. 293, 294. 

3 ** Non est cujusvis hominis Paulinum pectus 
effingere. Tonat, fulgurat, meras flammas lo- 


quitur Paulus—at haec.. quàm friget, quàm ja- 
cet!”  Desid. Erasmus, ‘ad Coloss." IV. 16. 
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its own life and characteristics, not- 
withstanding its intimacy of connection 
with the Gospel. It developes freely the 
central dogma and the central moral 
principle of the Gospel—the Word made 
Flesh for the love of man; men loving 
one another as Christ has loved them. 
The writer does not fear to be inde- 
pendent when necessary; to concentrate 
the whole work of Christ into a word of 
his own’; to designate the great human 
enemy of Christ and his Church bya name 
absolutely original’; to change the histo- 
rical order of the blood and water upon 
the Cross into the mystical order of 
the water and blood in the sacraments*. 
Nay, above all, he does not shrink from 
giving to Jesus the highest and loftiest 
of all His titles, which yet our Lord does 
not ascribe to Himself in any of His 
recorded words*. The great dogmatic 
words of Christ with which he arms 
himself do not hang unnaturally about 
the Apostle in the battle of the faith. 
They are wings to lift him above the 
earth, not a burden to cumber him as 
he moves’. 

3. This seems to be the proper place for 
adverting to one often-repeated objection 
to the historical truth of the discourses 
of Jesus recorded in the Gospel, which 
has been derived from the Epistle. The 
teaching of St John in the Epistles, it is 
said, is not only the same in substance 
but in style, in turn of language down to 
the minutest particular, with the teaching 
of Jesus in the Gospel. It is evident, 
therefore, that the writer of the Epistle 
invented those discourses and placed 


1 The doctrine of propitiation and purifica- 
tion by the blood of Christ is stated with less 
reserve in the Epistle than in the Gospel. Cf. 
1 John ii. 2, with Gospel iii. 16. 

2 *Avriyptoros, 1 John ii. 18, K.7.A. 

3 t John v. 7, 8; Gospel, xix. 34. 

4 The Logos, Gospel, i. 1—14—also in Rev. 
xix. 13. Hengstenberg argues, with consider- 
able force, that light and darkness are used 
with a different modification in the Epistle and 
Gospel—signifying in the second, the region of 
salvation, and the unlit tract beyond; in the 
first, moral good and evil. 

» men E S ES Slos ’AxiANeEds, 

el of Epapuobaacte, kal évrpéxot d-yhad yuia 
TQ Ò eüre mrepà ylyver’, depe 52 roméva 
awry. 
‘Iliad,’ XIX. 384—386. 

Cf. rò rv OmNev pópnua mrepoîs pdddov 
éorkévar Ù poptly. 

Xenoph. ‘Cyrop? 1I. 3. 14 
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them in the lips of Jesus. Considering 
the undeniable likeness between the 
language of our Lord in the Gospel and 
that of St John in his Epistle, are we 
forced to recognize *the monotonous 
tone” of St John’s own style—its “ ob- 
scure gnosis and contorted metaphor"— 
in the discourses, which can, therefore, 
lay no claim to historical accuracy? The 
following considerations enable us to 
answer this question in the negative. 

(a) The opening words of the first 
Epistle shew us that St John would have 
found an insuperable moral objection to 
placing discourses in the mouth of Jesus. 
“ That which was from the beginning— 
which we have Zeaz4?." This at once 
recalls to us the words of Jesus, more 
especially His discourses in St John's 
Gospel The very place of this clause 
in the sentence, where Acaring stands 
out above sight and handling, shews us 
the reverence with which he regarded 
the words of the Word. It indicates 
that he would have shrunk from the pro- 
fanity of turning his Gospel into a fiction 
or a drama, and inventing language for 
the Incarnate Wisdom of God. 

(P) But, if the similarity between the 
style of the discourses and that of the 
Epistle is exaggerated by many, it is, at 
least, after all deductions, very remark- 
able. And,if we reject with indignation 
on behalf of the lie-hating? Apostle, the 
supposition that he would invent lan- 
guage, and place it in the lips of his 
Master, can we find a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the difficulty? Assuredly we 
can. Christ, in the days of His flesh, ex- 
pressed His divine knowledge in words. 
In His teaching there were two elements, 
referred to by Himself in the antithesis— 
“if I have told you of earthly things... 
if I tell you of heavenly things*.” The 
contrast between “‘earthly and Aeavendy ” 
is not equivalent to that between “easy 
and difficult.” But “heavenly” comprises 
dogmatic objective truths, connected with 
the nature of God, and the counsels of 
His grace. ‘ Earthly,” again, assuredly 


1 «Do not the Epistles of John, so entirely 
like the fourth Gospel, prove that this Gospel is 
full of discourses invented by the same author?” 
(Strauss, ‘Leb. Jes.’ 313.) 

2. x John it. ^ 

3 y John i. 6, ii. 22. Cf. Rev, xxi. 8, xxii. 15. 

# John iii. 12. 
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does not mean earth-born; for the 
original word is quite different’. To 
that Soul whose home was in the bosom 
of God, things which seem to us the 
most heavenly, are on earth after all’. 
They are of heaven indeed — from 
heaven—even now “in margine cali,” 
on the line which seems to blend with 
the heaven beyond. But they have for 
their subject-matter the teaching of truth, 
not as it is in itself, but as it meets with 
a creature like man, as it is capable of 
being morally tested and experienced by 
us. Others, then, recorded those words, 
which rather belonged to the circle of 
things on earth, or which made a greater 
inipression at the time of their delivery. 
The Sermon on the Mount, spoken upon 
a height in Galilee to a great assemblage, 
sank into a thousand hearts, and found 
its way into the earliest memoirs. The 
conversation with Nicodemus by night, 
the dialogue with the Samaritan woman, 
the discourse in the Temple, the High 
Priest’s prayer, would not lie so near 
the surface of Christian recollection. 

Of these two elements, then, in the 
teaching of Christ, there was one with 
which the mind of St John had a consti- 
tutional affinity». He appropriated ‘the 
things zz heaven*.” They sank into his 
soul. They were taken up into the 
substance of his intellectual and spiritual 
being. Those who have been much 
with the great masters of thought and 
language, though only through the 
medium of their books, shew by their 
words and ideas the high company 
which they have been keeping. Tenny- 


1 érlyera not yhuwa. 

2 émiyetua. 

3 “Tf we are surprised at these different ways 
of comprehending Christ on the part of His 
immediate disciples, we must not forget the con- 
siderable influence of moral affinity in all forms 
of religious knowledge.” (Pressensé, ‘Hist. des 
prem. siècles,’ rr. 385.) ‘There are different 
forms of the Word under which He manifests 
Himself in proportion to the degree of the indi- 
vidual understanding, and the progress of the 
soul in holiness. If He revealed Himself upon 
the holy mount in a form far more sublime than 
that which was seen by the disciples who re- 
mained below, the reason was that they had not 
yet their sight sufficiently strong to contemplate 
the glory and the divinity of the Word in His 
Transfiguration.” (Origen ‘c. Cels. Lib. vi. 
quoted by Deramey, ‘ Défense du 4™° Évangile, 


35; 36) d 
4 rà émovpdvia, John iii. 12. 
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son, Browning, Arnold, Carlyle impose 
the very faults of their diction upon a 
generation of poetasters and sciolists. 
In truth, every founder of a school 
leaves a peculiar impress upon the style 
of his disciples.. The generation in 
which we are living abounds in exam- 
ples. A thoughtful theologian wrote not 
very many years since:—‘‘I trace so 
distinctly to Bishop Butler the origin 
of the soundest and clearest views that 
I possess upon the human mind, that 
I could not write upon this, or any 
kindred subject, without a conscious- 
ness that I was directly or indirectly 
borrowing largely from him’.” Common 
studies, and schools, and tutors, impress 
subtle similarities of literary form and 
colour. Modern Oxford men, for instance, 
are liable to sudden conversions, and are 
drifted to havens upon the most distant 
shores of thought. But there is the old 
trick of voice. ‘‘ Coelum non animum mu- 
tant.” A curious family likeness may be 
traced where we should have least ex- 
pected to find it, But much more 
is this the case, where the charm of 
personal influence is added. “I may be 
allowed,” says an eloquent writer, “to 
take this opportunity of claiming, once 
for all, for the pupils of Arnold, the 
privilege and pleasure of using his words, 
and adopting his thoughts, without the 
necessity of specifying, in every instance, 
the source from which they have been 
derived’.” Those who, now many years 
ago, on Sunday afternoons, used to 
listen with spell-bound interest to the 
calm, sweet voice of the remarkable 
man who was then Vicar of St Mary’s 
—who told his hearers of 
** his misery's signs, 

And how the dying spark of hope was fed, 
And how the heart was soothed, and how the head, 
And all his hourly varied anodynes— 
will sometimes find a phrase, a word, a 
sentence coming to their lips, or hear 
them in the sermons and recognize them 
in the writings of others, which they can 
trace to a teacher, from whom they are 
now separated by the whole breadth of 
the spiritual world. 

'These analogies, drawn from our own 


1 Bishop O'Brien, Preface to * Two Sermons 
upon the Human Nature of our Lord.’ 

? Dean Stanley, Preface to ‘Essays on the 
Apostolic Age.’ 
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days, and from men now or lately living, 
may enable us to feel more vividly how 
probable it is that the style of St John 


in his Epistle should be like that of the 


discourses in the Gospel It is always 
to be remembered that the disciple was 
John, and the Master Jesus. Those 
favourite words—* light and darkness, 
life and death, love and hate, truth and 
witness, world, abiding "—were not terms 
which he had taught himself to apply 
to the designation of his own ideas. 
He had heard them in the long golden 
hush of the summer evenings by the 
shore of the lake of Galilee; in the 
sorrow of the guest-chamber; between 
the brook of Kedron and the garden 
of the Agony; during the days when 
the Risen Lord spoke to them ‘of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.” He had not only enshrined 
them in his memory. He had made 
them so livingly as if his own, had 
appropriated them so profoundly, that 
he could use them with unerring pre- 
cision and definiteness. Expressions 
which occur in the Gospel’ historically 
and occasionally were taken into the 
Apostle’s soul. Rounded and smoothed 
like stones by the continual friction of the 
water, they appear in the Epistle, in a 
sententious, aphoristic form. “The Jesus 
of the three Synoptics,” it has been said, 
“is a hundred miles away from the 
metaphysical being described by the 
Philonian Gospel alone?" “Is it John, 
the son of Zebedee,” it has further been 
asked, * who could write these lessons of 
abstract metaphysics, to which neither 
the Synoptics nor the Talmud present 
any analogy?” Certainly, for he had 
heard them from Christ. In one in- 
stance, at least, he shews that he knew 


1 Two more instances may be given. (a) Con- 
sider how the grand note struck by our Lord in 
the phrase êv éuol u£&vet, ‘abides in me” (Gospel, 
vi. 52, cf. xiv. 10, 17), is taken up and repeated 
again and again in the Epistle (1 John ii. 6 sqq., 
iil. I5, 17, iv. 12, 13, 15, 16); (7) Observe also the 
use of rexvla, maióla. The memory of the writer 
of the Epistle is haunted by those tender words 
in the Gospel (rexvia, xiii. 33, mavdia, xxi. 5). 
Compare rexvia, ‘taken indiscriminately as à 
generally fatherly address to all’ [so Liicke, De 
W., Diistd. Huther, Reiche], r John ii. 1, 12, 
28, iii. 18, iv. 4, v. 21 ; and the simply endear- 
ing mabla, x John ii. 13,18, ii. 7. 

Dr Réville, * Rev. des deux Mondes, Juin, 
1866. 
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words previously recorded in the Synop- 
tics’, Sometimes we can see that the 
thought latent in an expression in the 
Synoptics is present to him*. ‘He 
spake of the Temple of His Body”— 
“He dwelt among us*," is but the com- 
mentary upon the word in St Matthew— 
"there is something here greater than 
the Temple*" We conclude that John 
did not endow Christ with language, but 
learned it from Him*. 


DV. 


We may now examine the more posi- 
tive and essential characteristics of the 
style of St John’s Epistle from a Ziferazy 
point of view. 

Some critics accuse these simple, yet 
profound pages, of a lamentable want 
of eloquence*, Spirits, which have been 
quickened into earnestness, may be re- 
minded by such complainers of one, 
who, when apparently dying, angrily 
pushed away from him an ordinary cru- 
cifix, and called for another which was 
superbly carved, exclaiming that “he 
should otherwise die in despair, abhor- 
ring, as he did, all ill-made works of art." 
Others, who can read between the lines, 
will remember that these solecisms/—if 


- + John iv. 44. 
Luke iv. 24. 

* Sentences are not wanting in the Synoptics 
which have quite the tone and structure of the 
words of Christ in St John; e.g. Matt. xi. 25, 
27; Mark viii. 35; Luke x. 2r, 22, 

3 écxqvwoev, John i. 14, ii. 21. 

4 Tol lepod ueltov éeriv de, Matt. xii. 6. 

5 The writer has ventured to make free use of 
some pages in a volume of Sermons preached 
by him before the University of Oxford in 
1870—71. ‘The Leading Ideas of the Gospels,’ 
DP. 133—141 (Macmillan). The probable in- 
fluence of the philosophical and religious lan- 
guage of Ephesian speculation upon St John's 
style is also to be taken into account. (Fora 
similar influence exercised upon the style of St 
Paul, see Introd. to Colossians, Vol. 1x. 649.) 
St John, very early in his apostolic career, was 
brought into contact with Gnosticism, (Acts 
viii. 9, 10, 14, 25.) 

$ Lange, on the contrary, sees in the First 
Epistle of St John ‘‘a suitable appendix to the 
Fourth Gospel, a disposition occasionally rising 
to lyric fervour, a penetration descending into 
the depths of speculative contemplation, united 
to the ardour, which naturally bursts forth at 
intervals in such a mind, and the -acuteness 
which is peculiar to a sublime purity.” ‘Life of 
Christ,’ 1. 216. 

7 6 6 dypdpparos otros, 6 ldudrns... Kav uv- 
puis. karayed@ow “ENXnves THs TOV dvoudrwv 
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Cf. Matt. xiii. 57; Mark vi. 43 
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such there be—are among those “ vulgar- 
isms of the fishermen, which have over- 
thrown the syllogisms of Athens.” 

The want of variety and of connection 
is another ground of objection. 

I. The want of variety. 

(a) To St Paul the Providence of 
God appears to have committed the 
task of defence and discussion. St John 
does not discuss, so much as affirm. 
This feature in his writings has been 
shewn by Coleridge to arise at once 
from the oriental genius, and from the 
nature of the doctrines which he was 
inspired to enunciate. * St John’s logic,” 
said that great thinker, ‘is oriental, and 
consists chiefly in postion and parallel, 
while: St Paul displays all the intricacies 
of Greek system?" And elsewhere he 
has observed — * the imperative and 
oracular form of Scripture is the form 
of reason itself in all things purely ra- 
tional and moral." 

(2) To many these isolated and ap- 
parently disconnected propositions, with 
their almost lapidary brevity and inci- 
sion, sound like mere moral and theo- 
logical axioms. And thus they fall un- 
der the contempt which, since Locke's 
celebrated argument, has, more or less, 
attached itself to axioms, on the ground 
that they are frivolous, because they are 
identical propositions. But it was irre- 


d'ypo.klas. Chrysost. ‘in Joann. Homil. 11. o. 
Cf. Acts iv. 13. 'Quales ipsi fuere, tale et 
loquendi genus, ergo stylus eorura zdioticus, 
Idiwrixds sermo est idem cum xowós et vulgaris. 
Nam iütóra. proprie dicuntur homines de plebe, 
indocti, et solo sermone utentes quo vulgus uti- 
tur, quemque pueri à nutricibus suis imbibe- 
runt.” (Salmas. * De Hellenistic.’ 260.) 

1 cides rappyolay Kal é£ovciav pnudrwv TONNY ; 
Ts ovdev apuduBáNNov ov de elxagwy, ANNA mrávra, 
dropawopevos pbéyyerat; mo\h@v yéuet 
Soyudrwv, kal Toros évdiarplBec uaXXor 7 érépous 
(S. Joann. Chrysost. ‘in Joann. Homil? rr. 
3—5. Opp. Tom. vill. 30—36, edit. Migne). 
‘Some of the greatest books in the world, 
as, for instance, Bacon’s ‘Novum Organum,’ 
and, in the Aivhest sphere, St "ohms Epistles, 
are not so much chains of reasoning as a succes- 
sion of observations on facts, the connexion of 
which is supplied, not by the mind which ob- 
serves them, but by the facts themselves. To 
understand such writings we must be at the 
point of view from which the observations were 
first made, or, in Dr Campbell’s favourite lan- 
guage, we must be ‘in the light’ of the truths 
observed.” ‘Times’ of May 17th, 1875, on 
Dr Campbell’s writings. 

2 Table Talk,’ p. 12. 
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sistibly proved against Locke that pro- 
positions which he derided as frivolous 
because “identical,” deserved no such 
treatment. Thus, to take one of his own 
examples— “gold is fusible"—Cousin has 
observed that “the first who said—gold 
is fusible—far from being guilty: of tau- 
tology, expressed the result of a dis- 
covery, and a discovery not without 
difficulty and importance.” We may 
well apply this principle to such axioms 
as “ God is Light,” * God is Love.” 

(c) Yet there are, after all, elements 
of quiet beauty and power in St John’s 
Epistle which will “requite studious re- 
gard with opportune delight,” and redeem 
it from the charge of “mere cycloidal 
composition, and monotonous movement 
of thought.” 

A kind of occasional picturesqueness is 
not utterly wanting in this Epistle. We 
should expect this from one so entirely 
taught by Him whose language shews 
that He answered the thoughts in the 
mute heart of nature^—from one whose 
record of the words of Jesus includes 
those which speak of the “leaping 
water?" and of the ‘‘whiteness*” of the 
Eastern harvest—whose picture of Judas 
“going out” expresses more than was, 
perhaps, ever expressed in words so few’. 

The force of accessional parallelism has 
already been discussed. 

Let us observe another secret of this 
unearthly rhetoric—freparatory allusion. 

St John frequently indicates with deli- 
cate touch some subject, transcendently 
sacred, or peculiarly dear to him. He 
passes by it tenderly and reverentially for 
a while; then, after a pause, takes it up 
again and exhausts it more fully. 

So the birth from God first indicated ii. 
29, is resumed and expanded, iii. 9, v. 4. 

So the hallowed boldness of God's 
children in saying out all to Him (zaj- 
p'ycía), first mentioned in iii. 21, is taken 
up again and unfolded in v. 14. 

But the most important and beautiful 


1 See Locke, ‘ Essays,’ Book IV. Chapter vir. 
of Maxims; Chapter vin., of Trifling and Iden- 
tical Propositions ; Cousin, * History of Modern 
Philosophy,’ Lecture XXIV. 

? (dev cwkmv.... Mav èm aùrhv ... dmoxpiHels 
erev avry. Mark xi. 13, 14. ` 

3 myy) Viaros dddouevov. John iv. 14. 

- 4 ras xópas, re Xevkal elst John iv. 35. 

5 é£oNOev: jr 06 viE. John xiii. 30. See Notes 

on I John ii. 8, v. 19. 
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illustration remains. It would almost ap- 
pear as if St John did not venture to 
introduce the Holy Spirit abruptly. So 
he writes allusively—**ye have an unction 
from the Holy One," chrism from the 
Christ! Then, after an interval, the 
same chord is struck with a bolder hand 
—‘“we know that He abideth in us, by 
the Spirit which He hath given us?" 
And, finally, the notes are reiterated with 
added clearness, again and yet again— 
* we know that we dwell in Him, and 
He in us, because He hath given us of 
His Spirit."—* itis the Spirit that beareth 
witness."—''they who continue witness- 
ing are three, the Spirit and the water 
and the blood?." 

2. The kind of connection which may 
be traced in St John’s Epistle is deserv- 
ing of special notice. 

At first sight, indeed, St John’s 
Epistle is but a collection of isolated 
divine yvdua, carved out in brief, ora- 
cular, sentences as if on stone. Yet a 
connection there is, though the com- 
mentator may easily overlook, and easily 
exaggerate it. The peculiar eloquence 
which it possesses is spiritual rather than 
logical, real rather than verbal*, It has 
been asserted by Coleridge that the con- 
nection between the different parts of 
a great lyrical ode is stronger and more 
real than that which subsists between 
the various portions of many treatises 
which profess to be written with perfect 
logical sequence. The same may be 
said of St John’s Epistle. The reader 
must keep his mind intent, not only 
upon the words themselves, but upon 
that which precedes and follows, and 
the association which links one with 
the other. To take one instance of a 
principle illustrated in almost every 
section: “If we walk in the light...the 
blood of Jesus keeps cleansing us from 
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves.” What is the link 

1 x John ii. 20. E 

? Ibid. iii. 24. 

3 r John iv. 13, v. 6, 8. 

* Every student and commentator on St 
John's Epistle should impress upon himself the 
remarks of Heumann. (1) ‘‘ Animadvertendum 
—realem magis quam verbalem esse loan. elo- 
quentiam. (2) Is qui legit non tam ad zfsa verba 
quam ad scopum ejus, ad antecedentia et con- 
sequentia, ad rem ipsam que tractatur, intentis: 
simam tenere debet mentis suze aciem." (‘Nova 
Sylloge, Pars 4.) 
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by which the last proposition is joined 
to the first? "There was something in 
the first statement so humbling as to 
cause an abasement which is almost too 
intense, even for redeemed men. * What! 
those who have joined the glorious pro- 
cession of the sons of Light! Must it 
be said of them that they are stained by 
a constant defilement which needs this 
perpetual cleansing?”  Yes—for “if we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves’.” 

If the style is the man, the style 
of St John is the express image of the 
unhesitating assurance of his belief. 
He writes with confidence like one who 
feels that his feet are on a rock. His 
language has the ring of the earnest- 
ness which speaks because it has be- 
lieved, and the power which springs 
from unhesitating conviction. It has 
none of the hesitations—of the half 
apologies—of conjecture or of doubt. 
It asserts, because its writer is sure. It is 
dogmatic, because he is divinely sure. 
His belief is transparent. ** With bared 
head he tells the bare truth?" He is 
the most sublime of writers. What 
Chrysostom has so grandly said of the 
first verse of his Gospel is almost equally 
true of the first verse of his Epistle. 
** See, therefore, how forthwith from the 
prelude having lent wings to the soul of 
his hearers, he has elevated their thought 
also. For having caused it to take its 
stand before all created things, he con- 
ducts it up above cherubim and sera- 
phim, and over angels, and wins it to 
wing its way above every created thing. 
Whatthen? After having exalted us to 
such a height, is hé able to stay us 


1 Chrysostom points out a beautiful associa- 
tion of this kind, a subtle connection in St John's 
Gospel, i. 14 with vv. r2, 13. ** Having stated 
that they who received Him have become and 
are the sons of God, he lays down the cause and 
the foundation of this unspeakable honour. It 
is that the Word has become Flesh. Zor He 
who is God's very Son became Son of Man that 
He miglit make the sons of men children of 
God” (‘in Joann. Homil.' Xr. 1). So John iii. 
I4, I5 gives the cause of the new birth spoken 
of, supra vv. 3, 5. (Ibid. ‘Homil.’ xxvir.) For 
another remarkable instance of this real connec- 
tion, latent in the szszazce of the thought, see 
note on r John v. 3, 4. 

2 yuv) TH kepah yumviy dmayyéXXew Tiv 
adjGeay, S. Joann. Chrysost. ‘Homil. in Joann.’ 
LL 


there? Not so. But even as one taketh 
a man standing on the sea-beach, and 
gazing on towns, shores, ports—and hath 
brought him far out into mid-ocean ; as 
such an one hath removed the voyager 
indeed from the former objects which he 
surveyed, yet hath he not stayed his 
eye from seeing, but led it on to a 
spectacle which is immense ;—even so 
John, leading us above creation, and 
sending forth our thoughts to the ages 
beyond it, lifts the eye. to illimitable 
heights, not causing it however to find 
any end—for end is none. For when 
the reason has ascended to the begin- 
ning, it asks—what beginning? Then 
finding that was ever outstripping its 
thought, it knows not where to stay its 
cogitation, but gazing intently and ever- 
more unable to stop, it falleth wearied 
again to things below." ! 
With all its reticence and apparent 
impersonality, who can doubt, after all, 
that there is in this Epistle a picture of 
Christian perfection? It is a reproduc- 
tion of the image of St John’s soul.. It 
does not tell us what he dd, it does tell us 
what he was. In it he has left us an idea 
of the Christian life, believing, loving, 
beautiful, victorious, peaceful, perfected. 
Above all the degenerations of history, 
above all the bitter disappointments of 
experience, it hangs undimmed. And it 
stimulates souls within the Church to 
a summit of unattained perfection. St 
John, in this Epistle, thus performs a third 
work, not inferior in importance either 
to the organization of the Church, or to 
its controversial defence against error. The 
mere controversialist often draws so many 
lines and bastions round Jerusalem that 
the temple is hidden from view. This 
Epistle was, above all, intended to un- 
fold the zzzer Ze, to help forward a 
growth in practical holiness’. No spiritual 


1 S. Joann. Chrysost. * Homil. in Joann.’ rr. 4. 

? Tgnatius, without speaking in so many words 
of St John's Epistle as he does of St Paul's to 
the Ephesians (* Epist. ad Ephes." xi1.), draws a 
picture of the Christian life which is conceived 
in the very spirit of St John, and represents the 
quiet, real, undemonstrative character which it 
was intended to form. ‘‘It is better to keep 
silent and yet zo de, than to talk and not to be. 
Good is it to teach, if he that sayeth doeth. (6 
Aéywv, r John ii. 4, 6, 9.) For one Teacher 
there is who spake, and it came to pass (Gospel, 
passim). Aud what things He did in silence are 
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book can ever be greater than its author. 
And so this Epistle is the very reflection 
of the inner life of the émornus. A 
great statesman (Prince Bismarck) has 
said of ambassadors that “they are 
vessels, which are only valuable so far 
as they are filled with the spirit and will 
of those who sent them, and should, like 
crystal, at once show, by their tinge and 
colour, what liquid is in them.” And 
so St John constantly repeats and repro- 
duces the very words of Jesus, and ap- 
plies them to mould and develope the 
spiritual life of the Church’, 


Ve 


1. We pause here, and attempt to 
draw to a point the converging lines of 
evidence upon (a) the authorship of the 
Epistle, and (b) the “me and place to 
which it belongs. 

(a) We believe that the three phe- 
nomena presented by the Epistle when 
read side by side with the Gospel— 
interpenetration, suggestion, circumscrip- 
tion, amount to a practical demonstra- 
tion of a common author. Whoever 
wrote the Epistle wrote the Gospel also. 
This connection has been differently 
expressed by modern critics, 

The view that the Gospel is an his- 
torical commentary on the Lpistle has 
found little favour. The very shorter 
and more succinct shape which the sen- 
tences assume in the Epistle, as if written 
by one who had fully expressed his 
thought elsewhere and was now disposed 
to contract it, makes a careful reader in- 


worthy of His Father. He who hath got to 
himself the word of Jesus (1 John ii. &) is also 
able to hear His very silence that he may be 
perfect, that he may act through his speech, and 
be known by his silence. Nothing is hid from 
the Lord, but even our secrets are near to Him, 
Let us, therefore, do all things, as in His pre- 
sence who is dwelling in us, that we may be 
His temple, and He may be in us our God 
(1 Joh. ii. 14, iv. 43 ch h aydarn pel” nuay, iv. 
17; 7] dydrn Tod Ocod èv sjuiv, iv. 9), which He 
both is and will appear before our face? (1 John 
ii. 2), This is deeply interesting as coming 
from one who must have been at Ephesus with 
St John, and who wrote not very many years 
after the Apostle's death. 

1 For similarities in theological thought, feel- 
ing, and language, between the Apocalypse and 
the First Epistle of St John, see Notes on Reve- 
lation. 
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stinctively feel that the process must be: 
reversed. By very many it has been 
looked upon as an encyclical letter accom- 
panying the Gospel. 

Whether we are to look upon it pre- 
cisely as this, as a postscript, or as a 
preface to the Gospel, may be rather a 
question of words. Bishop Lightfoot, 
however, shews with unrivalled clearness 
the reasons for considering it practically 
a postscript’. 

It should be remembered. that the 
Gospel was dictated. Hence the sudden 
transitions; the passages at the close 
where the narrator looks towards or 
round a group of gathered witnesses *. 
Immediately after the history itself, 
comes its postscript, in the form of this 
Epistle. The use of the plural links the 
close of the Gospel with the beginning of 
the Epistle. Thus, the first lines of the 
Epistle are in harmony with, and directly 
refer to, the first lines of the Gospel. 

But this view, derived from a thorough 
and impartial comparison of the Epistle 
and Gospel by themselves is remarkably 
confirmed in the very ancient fragment 
on the Canon of the New Testament 
known as the Canon Muratorianus. The 
writer says, “Fourthly, the Gospel of 
John from among the disciples. His 
fellow disciples and Bishops exhorting 
him, he said: ‘Fast with me from to- 


! Is not every preface really a postscript in 
everything but Zosztion in a volume? j 

2 ò éwpakos ueuaprópmkev...iva kal duets mis- 
trevonte (John xix. 35). Tatra ðè yéyparrat, lvo, 
qo Tebare...kal va miorevorvTes (ov ËXNTE (xx. 
31). O?rós écrw 6 pa05rT?s 6 paprvpiv...kal 
oldamey K. T. X. (xxi. 24). St John lays down his 
pen, or ceases to dictate. The Bishops or dis- 
ciples who have heard or read, St Andrew pro- 
bably (revelatum est Andree ex Apostolis. ‘Canon 
Murator.’), and the rest, write these few words, 
this single formulated text of attestation. Then 
in v. 25 the amanuensis (or possibly the Apostle) 
returns to the singular—‘I suppose.’ An inter- 
esting illustration of this kind of testimony to 
a narrative may be found, in a somewhat similar 
form, in the singular book which for centuries 
was amongst the most popular in Europe. 
Marco Polo speaks throughout in the first person 
—J4. But in the last sentence the secretary to 
whom he dictated gives his attestation to the 
truth of the whole narrative. Mr Murray—the 
translator and editor—remarks, ‘‘ We may ob- 
serve a curious change in the last sentence, from 
the first to the third person. This arises from 
Rustician's first writing as an amanuensis, then 
in his own person." (‘Travels of Marco Polo,’ 
Edinburgh Cabinet Library, p. 361.) 
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day for three days; and let us tell oné 
another what shall have been revealed 
to each.’ The same night it was revealed 
to Andrew from among the Apostles, 
that by consent of all John should narrate 
all things in their stead. And therefore 
though each Gospel has a different start- 
ing-point, there is no variation for the 
faith of believers, since by one. over- 
ruling Spirit all things are told in all the 
Gospels concerning the Nativity, the 
Passion, the Resurrection, the conversa- 
tion of the Lord with His disciples, and 
concerning His twofold Advent—the 
first, as He is despised in His humilia- 
tion; the second, as He is conspicuous 
in royal glory which is future. What 
wonder is it, then, if John so constantly 
brings forward each of these things in his 
Epistles too, saying for himself also— 
‘what we have seen with our eyes and 
heard with our ears, and our hands have 
handled, these things we have written 
unto you’? For thus he professes himself 
not only a beholder but a hearer also— 
nay, and further a writer of all the mar- 
vellous things of the Lord in order'." It 
will be best to let Bishop Lightfoot draw 
his own inference in his own words. 

“J shall have something to say 
presently about the coincidences with 
Papias in this passage. For the moment 
I wish to call attention to the account 
which the writer gives of the origin of 
St John's Gospel. There may be some 
legendary matter mixed up with this 
account; the interposition of Andrew 
and the dream of John may or may not 
have been historical facts ; but its general 
tenor agrees remarkably with the results 
yielded by an examination of the Gospel 
itself. Yet it must be regarded as 
altogether independent. To suppose 
otherwise would be to ascribe to the 
writer in the second century an amount 
of critical insight and investigation 
which would do no dishonour to the 
nineteenth. But there is also another 
point of importance to my immediate 
subject. Zhe writer detaches the First 
Epistle of St John from the Second and 
Third, and connects it with the Gospel. 
Either he himself, or some earlier autho- 


1 ‘Fragm. Anon. de Canone S. Scripture,’ 
Routh, *Reliquie Sac.’ Tom. 1. 394, 395, first 
edited by Muratori, * Antiq. Ital. Med. Ævi’ 
Tom. III, p. 854, Dissert. XLIII. 
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rity whom he copied, would appear to 
have used a manuscript in which it oc 
cupied this position’.” 

Thus internal and external evidence 
alike point to the thorough and imme- 
diate connection of the Epistle with the 
Gospel, and to the common authorship 
of the two documents. 

(^ The connection of the Epistle 
and Gospel with Ephesus and Asia 
Minor, and with the close of the first 
century, has been attested by satisfac- 
tory arguments, which it’is well to reca- 
pitulate. St John’s relation to Ephesus 
is necessarily implied in the three open- 
ing chapters of the Apocalypse, what- 
ever view is taken of the origin and 
character of that wonderful book. If it 
be St John's, the question is decided. 
If it be spurious, the forger knew that 
St John's prolonged residence in Asia 
Minor was an accredited and accepted 
fact in the Church. From St John to 
Irenæus, through Polycarp, Christian 
tradition goes on without a break. It 
is composed of two rings only, closely 
welded together, and of adamantine 
strength. Polycrates, Bishop of Zphesus, 


' writing probably not much more than 


eighty years after the death of St John, 
speaks of his burial at Ephesus. Nor is 
this all. Special forms of error, foreseen 
by St Paul, floating in the very air of 
Ephesus", known, as certainly as any- 
thing of the kind can be known, to have 
acquired an enormous development in 
Asia Minor towards the close of the 
first century—the heresies of Cerinthus 
and others, doketic and dualistic; the 
Nicolaitan heresy; certain mystic forms of 
oriental magic—are, beyond all rational 
doubt, referred to in the First Epistle of 
St John. But the reference to local 
heresies in local shapes attests St John’s 
local interest in Asia Minor. Further 
still, such few indications as appear 
clearly to the attentive eye coincide 
perfectly with an Zphestan atmosphere. 
The mystic awe, the quickening of 
spiritual life, the strangely opening 
glimpses into the spirit world, the com- 
munion with supernatural powers, which 
Scripture and history alike connect with 


1 Bishop Lightfoot on ‘Supernatural Religion’ 
in ‘Contemporary Review’ (1878, p. 837). 
2 Acts xx) 303 dy Nm 1 viv 20; 
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Ephesus, are perceptible in the Epistle’. 
The glittering and magnificent worship 
of “phesus—the fierce dogmatic and in- 
tolerant idolatry of the cultus of the 
image of Artemis’, made of boxwood 
or vine, which was said to have fallen 
from heaven, to have lasted through 
seven restorations of the temple, and to 
be eternal—give force to the closing 
words of the First Epistle. Yet again. 
Those personal circumstances, which 
escape from the most reticent document 
—those traits of feeling and character 
which we divine as we hang in the silence 
of prolonged study upon the words we 
revere—perfectly fit into the traditions 
of the Church about St John’s history, 
while they are too latent to have sug- 
gested them. 

And here we enlarge the circle of 
witness so as to include the Second 
and Third Epistles. Every critic of 
note has /e// that all three Epistles are 
the works of an old man*—above all 
those who accuse them of “senile itera- 
tion.” The characteristics of old age 
are especially marked in the second and 
third Epistles. The frequent repetitions 
of the first Epistle, their pervasion by 
the same ideas and language, make us 
feel that we are listening to a very old 
man. ‘The fires of youth and manhood 
have long passed, and burned away all 


1 Ephes. ii. 20—22, vi. 20—22; Acts xix. 
1—8, rr—195 Ephes, i. 13, r4, iv. 30j cf 
I John ii. 20—27. 

? Note the complacent and unquestioning bigo» 
try of the secretary of the city-council of Ephesus 
—‘‘seeing that these things cannot be spoken 
against" (Acts xix. 36). The rò Owerés (sc. 
dyahua, v. 35) cannot, perhaps, with absolute 
certainty be identified with the image of Artemis, 
described by Pliny (* Nat. Hist. XVI. LXXXIX.). 
Pliny says that the artificer of the image was 
named by some. (The various names given in 
different edd. seem to be mere guesses.) This, 
of course, would exclude, if locally believed, the 
idea of the image having ‘ fallen from heaven." 
But Pliny Zossi?/y hints at the legend of a much 
greater antiquity. At all events Pliny's anec- 
dote well illustrates the idolatry of Ephesus. 
(See the interesting discussion and notes, Pliny, 
‘Nat. Hist. Vol. v. pp. 2604—2607, edit. 
G. Brotier. Cum Not. Var. 1826.) 

? See Michaelis, ‘Introd. N. T.' 111. 394— 
396. May we not add the Apostle's love of the 
perfect tense in speaking of the regenerate life 
(r John iii. 9, v. r, 18) as another indication of 
an aged Christian? He looks to a present state 
as the result of a great act that is past—what 
has lasted long and wears well, 
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in the soul that is not made of asbestos 
—all that cannot be reduced to the few 
ideas which have been the directors of 
thelife. St John was, possibly, an exile in 
Patmos, and despatched the first of these 
two short letters from thence. While no 
ancient writer, as we have seen, ever 
placed the Gospel and First Epistle out- 
side the circle of Ephesus and an inti- 
mate relation with it, opinion was divided 
as to the spot from which they issued. 
Ephesus was, indeed, generally accepted 
(as to the Gospel’), but Patmos was 
mentioned by others?, In the valu- 
able synoptical epitome of the Old and 
New Testament (wrongly attributed to 
Athanasius) a statement is made which 
appears intended to reconcile the two 
accounts. ‘The Gospel according to 
John was dictated by him, St John the 
Apostle and the beloved, when he was 
an exile in the Isle of Patmos—and was 
published at Ephesus by the same 
through the agency of Gaius the beloved 
friend and hospitable receiver of the 
Apostles, concerning whom Paul also 
wrote to the Romans— Gaius, mine 
host, and of the whole Church, saluteth 
you*? The character of the first Epistle 
would be consistent enough with this, It 
might well have been written, as the 
second Epistle must have been written, 
during some period of separation from 
the Churches over which the Apostle im- 
mediately presided. One expression in 
the third Epistle might certainly seem to 
give considerable support to the account 
of the author of the ‘Synopsis.’ The 
phrase—*' and ye know that our record 
is true”—points evidently to the attesting 
appeal towards the close of the Gospel 
with which (if Gaius published it) he 
was so intimately connected* The in- 


1 So Irenæus, ‘ Heres.’ 11. 1; so also the 
subscriptions to the Syriac and Arab translations, 
cited by Hug, * Introd. N. T. 1L 69. 

? The curious manuscript in the convent at 
Patmos, containing a narrative of the journeys 
of St John in the island (At seplodo ToU OcoNó- 
yov), and attributed to Prochorus, one of his dis- 
ciples, has one section of some beauty and inter- 
est, which tells how the Apostle before leaving 
for Ephesus was miraculously led to dictate his 
Gospel. The extract is fully given in * Descrip- 
tion de l'ile de Patmos,’ par V. Guérin, pp. 27 
—3r. 

* Romans xvi. 23. *Synop. S. S. 76. [Ap. 
Athan. Opp. Tom. 1v. 433, edit. Migne.] 

* 3 John v. 12; cf, John xxi. 24. 
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veterate tradition of the Church was that 
St.John was exiled in the later years of 
the reign of Domitian (A.D. 95—96)'. 
The short reign of Nerva promised better 
days forthe Church. The tidings of this 
would make it natural for St John to 
express to Kyria the hope of a speedy 
meeting’, 

2. In this part of our task it only 
remains to shew the importance for the 
defence of St John’s Gospel of grasping 
firmly the connection of the Epistle with it. 

The Gospel of St John will be recog- 
nized by all competent judges as the 
centre of the Christian position; and in- 
dissolubly connected with it is the First 
Epistle of St John. 

The latest accepted theory of unbe- 
lieving criticism at the present date is as 
follows :— 

About A.D. 125 the Church first heard 
of a mysterious book, heralded by an- 
nouncements well calculated to excite 
the curiosity of Christians. A forgery of 
unusual ability was launched as a pre- 
cursor, the document known to us as the 
First Epistle of St John. This mys- 
terious book was nothing less than a 
new Gospel, deeper and more spiritual 
than any of its predecessors, which was 
bold enough even to rectify the previous 
Evangelists in some not unimportant 
particulars, and which professed to be 
written by the beloved disciple of Jesus. 
This record affected a wider authority 
and a more spiritual texture than the 
hunibler narratives, more on a level with 
ordinary humanity, which had up to this 
time converted, soothed, edified, con- 
tented, the souls of Christians. 

It can scarcely be denied that the new 
book came from Asia Minor—from 


1 «Quarto decimo anno secundam post Nero- 
nem persecutionem movente Domitiano, in Pat- 
mon insulam relegatus scripsit Apocalypsin... 
Interfecto autem Domitiano sub Nerva principe 
rediit Ephesum." (S. Hieron. ‘Cat.’ rx.) This 
would make St John's exile to Patmos last 17 or 
18 months. 

2 2 John v. 12. See Wallon, ‘De la Croyance 
due à l'Évangile pp. 211—213. Demetrius is 
(3 John v. 12) another link connecting these 
Epistles with Zphesus. It was certainly an 
Ephesian name, Acts xix. 24, 38. A famous 
architect of the name was honourably connected 
with the completion of the temple at Ephesus, 
By Vitruvius he is said to have been “servus 
Diane.” He lived B.C. 340. See ‘Dictionary 
of Greek and Roman Biography,’ s. v. 
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Ephesus—one of the pullulating hot- 
beds of the dogmatic vegetation of 
Christianity, The party-spirit, which is 
inseparable from earnest conviction in 
religion, had long divided Christians 
under the banners of various Apostles. 
A group of Churches, gathered in by the 
ardent missionary labours of St Paul, 
clung to the glory which they felt to be 
their right from their association with the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles. Other 
communities turned to St Peter in the 
West, to St James in Syria. There were 
not a few who were fiercely jealous of 
the movement of thought and feeling, 
not without some foundation in the 
synoptical Evangelists, which tended to 
make St Peter the Prince of the Apostles. 
The existing Gospels, as it seemed to 
them, afforded no counterpoise to the 
pretensions of this widely-diffused Petrine 
party. A pious fraud was therefore con- 
templated, of a character which would 
not shock the susceptibilities of the day. 
Thus from the obscurity which gathers 
round the Church at the close of the 
Apostolic age there issued a Gospel 
which was destined to obtain a. pre- 
eminent place in the sacred Canon of 
the New Testament, and an Epistle 
which has influenced Christian thought 
and practice as the profoundest and 
gentlest delineation of Christian cha- 
racter sketched upon the lines of the 
great model in the Gospel. It is denied, 
peremptorily, that these two books were 
written either by St John himself, or by 
disciples informed and prompted by him 
during the closing years of his prolonged 
life. It is conjectured as probable, how- 
ever, that they came from some disciple 
of the great master about twenty-five or 
thirty years after his death. For three 
or four decades there had been a peculiar 
tradition of the life of Christ floating 
through the Asiatic Churches, a Gospel 
according to the use of Ephesus. Two 
individuals had a very large part in this 
work: one, a homonym of the Apostle 
St John, the Presbyter John ; the other, 
Aristion, who knew by heart many as 
yet unwritten discourses of Jesus. These 
two men were consulted by Papias as 
oracles upon the origin of Christianity 
and the life of its Founder. 

The fourth Gospel, then, represents 
the traditions of this “ Ephesian school.” 
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It boldly fixed and stereotyped in writing 
in a concrete shape, in a form which the 
world has never forgotten, the memories 
of the Presbyter John and of Aristion, 
which, no doubt, did go back to the 
Apostle St John. - It was to prepare for 
this * pious fraud," and to accustom the 
ears of Asiatic Christendom to an en- 
tirely new cast of theological language, 
that a Catholic Epistle, attributed to St 
John, was spread about as a preparatory 
essay. The dexterous author very pos- 
sibly imitated what he had heard or re- 
membered of the tone and style of the 
Apostle’s preaching and conversation. 
The writer, whoever he may be, has a 
feverish desire to obtain credence by 
` repeated asseverations; an excited style, 
as if he expected angry contradiction or 
contemptuous incredulity. The name 
of St John, it will be remarked, is never 
unequivocally adopted, as if the writer 
did not wish to burn all his boats and to 
commit himself irrevocably. 

The object of the new Gospel is two- 
fold: to prove the mission of Jesus as 
Saviour to unbelievers; and still more, 
to endow Christendom with a new and 
higher conception of His Person. Thus 
we have in the Gospel fraudulently 
named from St John a life of Jesus, 
different from, nay contradictory to, that 
which is given by the three synoptical 
Evangelists’. 

It will be seen that in this important 
controversy it is felt to be absolutely 
necessary to get rid of the Epistle as an 
authentic document, and discredit it in 
every particular. For this purpose it is 
considered convenient to suggest that 
the First Epistle may have been an 
essay, thrown off in advance to prepare 
the Christian public for a new Gospel and 
for an audacious development of Chris- 
tian dogma. How long this process 
would have required, within what com- 
pass of time this taste would have been 
created, we are not told. But a careful 
and constant comparison between the 
Epistle and Gospel shews that the Gos- 


1 See ‘Church Quarterly Review,’ January, 
1880—‘ The Four Gospels and Modern Scepti- 
cism.’ The theory here traced is a representa- 
tion, which the writer has tried to make fair and 
candid, of the fourth chapter of M. Renan’s 
‘L'Église Chrétienne.” Les écrits Fohanniques, 
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pel must have been the avant-courier of 
the Epistle, not the Epistle of the Gospel. 
We see in every form and in every direc- 
tion some indication of the subjective, as- 
suming, pointing to, commenting upon 
the objective. It is so in dogma, in po- 
lemics, in general application, The open- 
ing verses of the Epistle are the opening 
verses of the prowmium of the Gospel in 
a subjective form. The polemical topics 
just indicated by a certain emphatic ar- 
rangement of subjectsand choice of words 
in the Gospel are more broadly dealt with 
in the Epistle. The Gospel closes the 
procemium with the “Word made Flesh” 
—and then, starting from the humanity, 
ascends step after step to the full Godhead. 
It asserts and makes permanent the cries 
of confession wrung from the hearts of 
men. It writes down the wonderful music, 
elicited by a hand that runs up the scales 
from its first notes expressive of recogni- 
tion of human sanctity—‘‘ Thou art the 
King of Israel"—to the grandest and 
richest harmony which ascends to Jesus 
as God—* my Lord and my God." 
Thus the Gospel proper starts from the 
Humanity, and ascends to the histori- 
cal confession of the Divinity. The 
Epistle, on the contrary, with the objec- 
tive historical order before it in the 
Gospel, starts from the true and proper 
Divinity’, and descends to the dogmatic 
declaration of the true and proper Man- 
hood*. It is impossible, from the nature 
of the case, to have any more complete 
proof that the Epistle cow/d not have 
been launched as a separate venture, 
apart from the Gospel and preparatory 
to 1t. 


Wi! 


The external testimony is consider- 
able. All three Epistles are recognized 
in the ‘Canon Muratorianus*? Eusebius 
says of Papias—‘‘he used passages as 


1 John xx. 28. Any Johr irr 

3 r John iv. 2, 3, v. 6. Special attention 
should also be paid to r John v. 6—11, which is 
really an exhaustive analysis of the Gospel as an 
existing document from the special point of view 
of its being a gospel of witness. 

4 The passage in ‘Can. Mur.’ seems to treat 
i John as an appendix to the Gosfel—and to 
mean 2 and 3 John, when it speaks of ‘‘zwo 
Epistles” farther on, (See Westcott, ‘On the 
Canon,’ p. 19r. 
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witnesses from the First Epistle of John, 

and likewise of Peter.” (‘H. E? 111. 39.) 
The quotations, or allusions, in the 

Apostolic Fathers are as follows: 


t John iv. 4, 5 (or ‘Anon. Epist. ad 
John xvii. 11, 14, Diogn. vr. (The 
16). Logos). 

1 John i. r. Yord. vu. Lbid. XI. 

, (five times), 

* Herm. Past.’ Man- 
dat. 1x. 

I John v. 3—15. Jbid. 
[Thesereferences 
are given by Hu- 
ther, * Krit.-exeg. 


1 John v. r5. 


Handbuch über 
die Briefe des 
Johannes,’ pp. 


17, 18, but the 
list is incomplete. 


Add] 
1 John 1. 4. Darnab. ‘Epist.’ 1. 
1 John ii. 4. Ignat. ‘Epist. ad 
Ephes. xv. 
1 John iii. 24. * Herm. Past.' Man- 
DE 5 l4. dat. v. 
1 John iv. 2, 3. Ignat. *Epist. ad 
Smyrn.’ v. 
1 John iv. 3. Polycarp, ‘Epist. 
ad Philipp.’ vit. 
Polycarp alone 
among the Apos- 
tolic Fathers men- 


tions Antichrist. 
Polycarp, ‘Epist. ad 

Philipp.’ vit. 

The quotations in Justin Martyr's 
writings are; 
1 John v. 9. 


1 John iv. 9. 


(Geod paprupia, *Di- 
alog.c. Tryphon.’ 
123, n.$29). 

Jbid. 123, n. 26. 

Jbid. 45, n. 13. 

* Epist. ad Diognet.’ 
XI. n. 7 (not Jus- 
tin’s, but proba- 
bly very early). 

pout 19. 9. Jbzd. X. n. 2. 


To these may be added: 
1 John v. 8. The mystical order 
preserved in o 
€kxéas êk THS mAev- 
pas adrod vowp kal 
aitua. .S. Claud. 
Apollinaris Frag. 
apud Routh, *Re- 


1 John iii. 1— 7. 
3 41 8, 
TENET 


il. 18-22. 
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lig; S3 1:63 
(A.D. 160—180.) 
Iren.*adv. Hzeres.'? 
11i, 18. 
Clem. Alexand. 
‘Strom.’ II. 14. 


Origen complained of the abuse made 
of the text, r John v. 19. ''* Certain 
heretics,” he says, “suppose that by 
world here John means to speak of 
things on earth and human affairs. 
From a mistaken notion that world, 
according to their reading of it, means 
the whole systen. consisting of heaven 
and earth and the things therein, they 
utter bold and impious things concerning 
God." He seems to say that they do so 
“from having no word to form an exact 
equivalent for xécpos, and fall into im- 
pious thoughts concerning the gemi- 
urgus’.” ‘The First Epistle must have 
been well known at that time. 


Ie rx 
1 John v. 1. 


1 John v. 16. 


VII. 


Analysis of the First Epistle of 
St John’. 


iln 
I. 1—4. 
Personal impression from the historical 
manifestation of the Word, Who is the 
Life? (9.1, 2.) 


1 See Hieron. ‘de Vir. Illust.’ 1x.; Euseb. 
‘H. Eccles.’ 111. 24, for full testimony to the 
universal reception of the First Epistle of St 
John in the Church. 

? Origen, Opp. Tom. 11, ‘Comment. in Gen.’ 

228. 

Ps In the interesting * Practical Exposition" 
dictated by Neander, when almost blind, the 
whole Epistle is divided into the following sec- - 
tions from a somewhat different point of view : 

1. St John witness of Jesus, and announcer 
of the Gospel, i. 1—4. 

2. The Nature of God—resulting conse- 
quences for us, i. 5—10. 

3. The sinner’s welcome, ii. 1, 2. 

The knowledge of God, ii. 3—6. 

5. The old and new commandments, ii. 
—II. 

h 6. The unity and diversity of Gospel wit- 
ness, li. 12—14. 
' 4. The love of the world, ii. 15—17. 

8. The Antichrist, ii. 18—23. 

9. The inner treasure, ii. 24—28. 

to. The child of God: 

(a) His privileges, ii. 29—iii. 2. 
(6) His vocation, iii. 3—ro. 

ir. Brotherly love, the summary of the 
Christian life, iii. 11—18. 

12. The Christian's confidence before God, 
ii. 19—22. 
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Great practical objects of the declaration 
of St John in the Gospel and Epistle— 
(a) fellowship with “us.” (v. 3.) 
(And that, too, a fellowship with the Father 
and with His Son. ) (Qbid.) 


(2) jay fulfilled. (v. 4-) 


I. 
I. ;—II. 2. 
The Great ANNOUNCEMENT — God is 
Light. (wv. 5.) 
Practical m of the result of false pro- 


fession. (v. 6.) 
Result of walking in the light— 
(a) true mental communion, 
(b) constant purification by the blood of 
Jesus. (v. 7.) 
Two warnings (vv. 8—10) with a promise 
enclosed. (v. 9.) 
The whole object of this teaching—* that 


ye sin not." (ii. 1.) 
Yet it includes a ‘comfortable word.” 
(Ibid.) 


A propitiation for us and the whole world. 


(v. 2.) 


III. 
(A) mn. 3—6. 


The test of knowledge of Christ. (v. 3.) 

The test of vital communion with Him: 

1. Observing His commandments severally. 
(v. 4.) | t 

2. Observing His word as ‘‘ one entire and 
perfect chrysolite.” (v. 5.) 

The Christian's objective standard—the one 
great life-walk traced in the Gospel of St 
John. (v. 6.) 


(B) I. 7—rr. 


The commandment in a sense new, in a 
sense old— (wv. 7.) 

true and attested in the Christ of the 
Gospel and in their own experience. (v. 8.) 

The darkness is passing away, and the Very 
light enlighteneth. (Jézd.) 

* In light" “ in darkness," contrasted. (vv. 
9, IO, II.) 


13. The Commandment of God, iii. 22—24. 

14. The spirit of truth and error, iv. 1—6. 

15. God is Love, iv. 7—18. 

16. The love of God the basis of brotherly 
love, iv. 19—v. I. 

17. The victory over the world, v. 2— s. 

18. The triple witness given to Jesus Christ, 
v. 6—10. 

19. Christ the Life of the faithful, v. 11—13. 

20. The efficacy of prayer, v. 14, 15. 

21. The sin unto death, v. 16, 17. 

22. Union with Christ; the source of sanc- 
tity, v. 18—-21. 
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(C) vv. 12—17. 
Why he is writing and has written. 
I2, I3, 14.) 
Warning against the love of the world. 
(vv. 15, 16, 17.) 


(vv. 


PAUL; 
II. 18—28. 


The last hour—Antichrist. 

Their chrism from the Christ. 

The Antichrist, 
teaches and is permanent. 


(vv. 18, 19.) 
(v. 20.) 
and the chrism which 

(vv. 20—28.) 


V; 
IL. 29—1II, IO. 

If we know theoretically that He is righteous, 
we know practically who continue to be His 
true children. (ii. 29.) 

Our sonship : 

in the present, (iii. r.) 
in the future, (v. 2. 

a very practical and purifying truth. (v. 3.) 

Sin subjective is ever sin objective. (wv. 4.) 

The removal of sin the purpose of His 
manifestation. (v. 5.) 

Test of being God's or Satan’s. 
IO.) 


(vv. 6— 


VI. 
IH. 1I—24. 


‘The message of love announced to be ful- 
filled. (wv, xz, 12.) 

Illustrated by its opposite—parenthetic and 
pathetic words. (w. 13. 

Translation from death to life attested by 
the existence of the love as an effect. (v. 14.) 

The opposite of that blessed translation. 
(vv. x4, 15.) 

Our love only measurable by the self-sacrifice 
of Christ. (v. 16.) 

A fortioriis sacrifice of “this world's good” 
demanded. (~v. 17.) 

The test of solid spiritual comfort, (wv. 
18, 19.) 

Of true self-condemnation and self-acquittal. 
(vv. 20, 21. 1 

Relation between keeping His command- 
ments (vw. 22) and His great all-inclusive com- 
mandment (v. 23), and answer to our prayers. 
(vw. 22, 23.) 

Knowledge of the fulfilment of Christ's 
promise in the Gospel (xiv. 23, xvii. 23) com- 
municated by the Spirit (according to xiv, 20). 
(v. 24-) 


VEN 
Ve T0. 


The spirits are to be tested. (v. 1.) 
Test of Antichrist. (vv. 2, 3.) 
Assurance of victory. (vv. 4, 5, 6.) 
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VIII. 
IV. j—V. 2. 
Love— 
(a) in its ideal essence (vv. 7; 8). 
(2) in its Divine manifestation (vv. 9, 
Io). 
(c) as our duty («. 11). 
(4) in God and His people (vv. 12— 
16). 
(e) perfected (v. 17). 
(^) love and fear (v. 18). 
(g£) of God and man inseparable (vv, 
I9, 20, 2I). 
He that loves the Father loves the Father's 
children. (v. z, 2.) 


IX. 
V. 3—21. 

The conquest which bas conquered the 
world. (vv. 3, 4, 5.) 

Results of the Incarnation. (v. 6.) 

The idea of fivefold witness in the Gospel— 

Witness of Spirit, 
Witness of water, 
Witness of S/ood, 
a threefold witness— (wvv. 6, 7, 8.) 
Add the witness of men (v. 9), 
the witness of God (v. 9) 

This fivefold witness crowned and perfected 
by the inner witness (v. 1o). 

Summary of its purport. (v. 11.) 

Warning. (v. 12.) 

Object of his writing. (v. 13.) 

Prayer; boundless confidence in it (vv. 14, 
r5), except in the case of sin unto death. 
(vo. 16, 17.) 1 

Three primary points of Christian know- 
ledge, which are also general principles of the 
Epistle. (vv. 18, 19, 20.) E 

Guard yourselves from the idols. (v 21.) 


Such, then, the Epistle stands before 
us. It may originally have been com- 
municated to the cycle of Johannic 
churches. But it was not intended to 
be restricted to their use. It is not 
merely the charge of a Bishop or 
Metropolitan, choked and cumbered 
with local and transitory details. It is 
the voice of an Afostle—calm, indeed, 
and simple, yet ringing on through the 
ages, and speaking to successive genera- 
tions in a language that is for all time. 
It represents the permanent as opposed 
to the ¢vansient principles and feelings 
of the Church; because it represents 
more closely than even the writings of 
St Paul the very words and thoughts of 
Jesus. The Epistle is second in im- 
portance, we may almost say, only to the 
Gospel with which it is so inseparably 
connected. Itis that Gospel’s best expo- 
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sition and invaluable defender. It is an 
arsenal in which weapons will be found 
against forms of error which are ever 
arising. It is also the loveliest image of 
a human existence, which we may well 
conceive to have been as truly conformed 
to the one perfect life as any which has 
ever been passed upon the earth. It 
has been said that the nearer the style 
is to the thought, and the thought to 
God, the better it will be. This highest 
merit St John’s style possesses. Viewed 
in its external circumstances and earthly 
moulding it was influenced by two 
elements. For the language of the 
Galileans was Syro-Chaldaic. Greek was, 
however, much spoken in Galilee of the 
Gentiles, Not the exquisite Greek of 
Athens, or even of Alexandria, but 
“common,” with a touch of barbarian 
and foreign forms, yet not quite without 
Hebraic force and Hellenic splendour’. 
Every fibre of language is a fibre of 
mind; every fibre of Greek of the 
finest and subtlest of minds. Some 
ancient Christian writers did not doubt 
that contact with the school of Ephesus 
and the Ionian reflection of Hellenic 
culture added something of grace to 
St John’s style. This may be an ex- 
aggeration?, yet in truth there is in 
it something of both his countries— 
much of Galilee, a little perhaps of 
Ephesus. To Galilee and its influences 


- belong the ineradicable Hebraic tinge, 


the alternate beat of the wings, the dou- 
ble,triple or quadruple advancing wave of 
parallelism *. ‘To Greece may perhaps be 
attributed its elevation, its distinction, 


1 * Sur le texte et le style du N. T,’ M, Berger 
de Xivrey. 

? duporépovs ure xapwauévou rod Kuplov, 
TOY Te THS "yvdaeuws, róv e TIS Ppdcews, Dionys. 
Alex. (ap. Euseb. * Hist. Eccles.’ vir, 25). 

3 Herder, however, is not afraid to say of the 
fourth Gospel, **an angel’s hand has written it.” 

* M. Renan, indeed, says of St Johu's style 
that ‘‘it has nothing Hebrew, nothing Jewish, 
nothing Talmudic.” Ewald, however, one of the 
most competent of later Hebraists, gives a very 
different judgment. ‘‘ No language,” he says, 
“as to its spirit and the whole feeling which 
animates it (Geist und Anhauche), can be more 
thoroughly Hebraic than that of our author.” 
“ The rabbinical style is the caricature of the 
Jewish,” says M. Godet, “and the further we go 
back in Hebrew antiquity the more we meet the 
two phenomena—of Zozerzy in forms and terms, 
and plenitude of intuition, which are the two 
characteristics of the style of St John.” ‘Com- 
mentaire sur 'Év. de S, Jean,’ 11, 713. 
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its incision’. We have all too little 
among modern scholars of that enthu- 
siastic delight in Scripture which existed 
in their predecessors. If Sir Philip 
Sidney could say, “I never heard the 
old song of Percy and Douglas that I 
found not my heart more moved than 
with a trumpet;” the great Archbishop 
of Constantinople exclaims over one of 
St Paul’s Epistles, **I rejoice with joy 
exceeding in my delight at the sound 
of that trumpet of the Spirit.” Such 
thrilling elevation is scarcely the effect 
to be expected from the letter of the 
Apostle of love”. But here, if anywhere, 


1 “Tn St John’s style the vesture alone is 
Greek, the body is Hebrew.” M. Godet, ibid. 

2 Yet of the beginning of St John’s Gospel, 
Chrysostom also says—6 72s Bpovrijs vids "Iwavyns, 
6 amo Tis cdAmiyyos jx v. THs mvevuarucgs TO, Hr, 


we may find the utterance of the Wis- 
dom that is ‘‘suaviter fortis, et fortiter 
suavis’? One who has spent years in 
the study of these chapters, and with un- 
wiling haste piles together in a few 
broken months the materials which he 
has long amassed, can humbly sympa- 
thize with the great Augustine, at least 
in one thing—the love with which he 
lingered over the Epistle of love, his un- 
willingness to have donewithit— “quanto 
libentius de charitate loquor, tanto minus 


2) 


volo finiri Epistolam istam”. 


(‘In Joann. Homil." vri.) 

1 “Plus une parole ressemble à une pensée, 
une pensée à une áme, une áme à Dieu, plus 
tout cela est beau." Pascal. 

? S. Augustin. ‘in Epistol. Joann. ad Parthos,’ 
Tractatus VIII, 14. (Tom. 111. Pt. 2. 2044, edit. 
Migne.) 


THE FIRSP EPISTLE GENERAL OF 


JOHN. 


CHAPTER I. 


I He describeth the person of Christ, in whom 
we have eternal life, by a communion with 
God: 5 to which we must adjoin holiness of 
life, to testify the truth of that our commu- 








CHAP. I, 1—4. “That which was con- 
tinually from the beginning, before the world 
was, from all eternity; that which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, and 
the impression of which is still present with 
us; that which during the time of Cbrist's 
walk upon earth we contemplated, and which 
our hands once handled—I speak concerning 
the Word whose Divine attribute is Life, 
Who is the Life—(and that Life was once 
manifested upon earth; and we have seen, 
and consequently are witnesses, and announce 
to you from Him who sent us that Life, that 
eternal Life whose peculiar attribute it is to 
have been with the Father and manifested to 
us)—that which we have seen and heard 
declare we from Him who sent us unto you, 
to the end that you too may have fellowship 
with us. And then that fellowship of ours 
is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 
And we are writing unto you these things 
that His words in the Gospel may be 
fulfilled, and that our joy may continue full." 
'The peculiarity of St John's mode of ex- 
pression here is well observed and accounted 
for by Neander. “It may seem surprising 
that, instead of clearly designating the Divine 
Person, who was from the beginning and was 
manifested to him in visible form, St John 
uses indeterminate expressions, such as—' that 
which was ' —and— that which we have heard,’ 
&c, But this language is connected with the 
deepest part of the Apostle’s method and 
doctrine. In fact, Christ is with Him the 
beginning and end of all Christian preaching. 
In his thoughts and in his life there is no other 
subject. ‘The indeterminate expressions which 
he employs correspond, not to abstract ideas, 
but to this Living Person, the centre of his 
teaching and of his life. Hence it is that he 
uses indifferently to designate Him. either 
personal pronouns (‘He Who’) or impersonal 
pronouns (‘that which"). ‘That which’ St 
John announces is the coming in the flesh of 
* Him who’ was from the beginning. St John 
does not at once complete his thought. He 
interrupts himself to explain the subject which 


nion and profession of faith, as also to assure 
us of the forgiveness of our sins by Christ’s 
7 

death. 


HAT which was from the be- 


ginning, which we have heard, 





as yet he has only indicated in vague terms, 
but which fills his whole soul. It is the Word 
of Life.” (Neander, ‘Comment. on First Epist, 
of St John.") 


1. That which) ‘The neuter which for the 
masc. He who. St John frequently uses the 
neuter to express a collective whole, See in 
St John’s Gospel i. xr, iv. 22, vi. 37, xvii. 2. 
“ The neuter is naturally used, when the most 
comprehensive term is wanted." (Cf. Gal. 
iii. 223 I Cor. i. 27; Eph. i. 20; Cold i, 20.) 
Bp Lightfoot, * Galatians,’ p. 148. 

qvas] The word shews that, before His 
manifestation, He existed with the Father. 

from the beginning] It is not, perhaps, ‘as 
decisively true here as in the Gospel (i. 1) that 
‘no one who takes words in their natural 
sense can suppose that the beginning means the 
commencement of the Ministry of Christ." 
(*Essays and Reviews, p. 355.) But the 
balance of argument certainly inclines to the 
higher interpretation of the words. So far, 
indeed, as the language alone is concerned, 
from the beginning may mean one of two 
things: either (1) from eternity, or, at least, 
from the beginning of the world (Matt. xix. 4, 
8; John viii. 44; 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14; 1 John 
ii. 13, 14, iii. 8; cf. also in LXX., Micah v. 
2; Prov. viii, 23; Ecclus. xxiv. 14); or (2) 


‘it may mean, from the beginning of.the 


Ministry of Christ, the initium rei Christiane 
(cf. John xv, 27; 1 John ii. 7, 24, iii x35 
2 John vv.5,6). In favour of the first inter- 
pretation are the following: 

(a) The analogy of the proemium of the 
Gospel. “The Gospel and the Epistle of 
John," says Dionysius of Alexandria, **are in 
harmony and begin similarly. The former 
says, In the beginning «vas tbe Word; the latter, 
That which was from the beginning, ‘These 
are the first notes of the strain.” According to 
this interpretation, ‘‘all is perfectly balanced 
and self-consistent, and nothing wanders from 
the theme, in these preludes which he plays.” 
(Ap. Euseb. t Hist. Eccles.’ vit. 25.) "This 
view becomes certain, if, as we contend, this 
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which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our 


I. JOHN. I. 


hands have handled, of the Word 
of life; 





Epistle accompanied the Gospel and pointed 
toit throughout. It is an undeniable instance 
of the connection of suggestion, (See Introd. 
to this Epistle.) 

(4) The elevated tone of tbe whole context. 
We have here a passage strangely unlike St 
John’s general mould of composition. Least 
of all does the Apostle’s structure of words 
generally resemble the description quaintly 
given of Hooker, that his style was ** long and 
pithy, driving on a whole flock of several clauses 
before he comes to the close of a sentence.” 
We have here a passage ** prefaced and brought 
in with more magnificent ceremony than any 
one passage of Scripture” (Hammond). The 
very length of the sentence, so unusual with 
St John, testifies to the emotion with which 
it was written. ‘The sublimity of the passage 
as a whole gives a proportional elevation to 
each single clause, and makes the highest sense 
also the most natura.. 

(c) The context seems to be almost incon- 
sistent with the second interpretation. How 
could the Apostles be said, not only to have 
beard, but to have seen and handled the com- 
mencement of the Gospel message? (Bp Bull, 
* Judic. Eccles. Cathol.’ p. 43.) 

We therefore conclude in favour of under- 
standing the beginning here as in St John’s 
Gospel, i. r. 

“ It is to a fact, not to a principle, or a sen- 
timent, that we are here directed as containing 
the ideal essence of the Gospel" (Dr Mill.) 
** Whilst the three other Evangelists begin the 
Life of Jesus from dates which belong to 
earth and time, St John, in the very first 
words of his Gospel, transports himself be- 
yond the commencement of the earthly life of 
the Son of God; he elevates himself to the 
contemplation of the Divine type of which 
the visible life is but the earthly impress. He 
follows precisely the same process in his 
Epistle. St John could not proceed other- 
wise; he could not relate the Life of Christ 
without first ascending to His pre-existence ; 
for the fulness of the Divine Nature which 
had gloriously appeared in Jesus was indis- 
solubly linked in his mind with the human 
manifestation of that Nature. The Apostle 
ever sees in Christ the revelation of Him Who 
is elevated above time, Who had no beginning 

. of days, Who was before creation, and Who 
dwells from eternity to eternity in sanctuaries 
impenetrable to mortal gaze. 'To shew that 
itis He Who has assumed a human form in 
the Person of Jesus of Nazareth whose his- 
tory he is about to relate, he must commence 
his Gospel by establishing the connection 
between the prehistoric Christ, such as He 
was in the bosom of the Father, and the 


historical Christ, such as contemporaries 
had seen, known, heard Him. He begins his 
Epistle also by no abstractions, but by the 
assertion of the greatest fact in the history of 
humanity, ‘That which was from the begin- 
ning, &c." (Neander.) 

which ave have beard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we gazed upon, and 
our hands handled] In such a passage 
as this reverence will be slow to find mere 
pleonasms. ‘Those only are “competent 
judges," we may safely say (with Bp. Butler 
of his own style), who are also ‘‘ competent 
judges how far the same things, and not other 
things, could have been said in different 
words.” ‘The so-called pleonasms of Scrip- 
ture generally render important services. They 
add colour and impressiveness to the style, 
and give it dignity or liveliness, even when 
they do not directly strengthen its logical 
skeleton. With the skilful rhetorician an 
epithet is often an abridged argument ( Axchbp. 
Whately, ‘Rhet.’ p. 213; Arist. «Rhet. 111. 
3). _ Much more do phrases in Scripture 
accused of being pleonastic often condense 
an argument, or embody an important refer- 
rence (e.g. ** Mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion," Luke ii. 3o, shews the exact fulfilment 
of v. 26), or add to ethical effect. (‘The 
pleonasm of entire sentences is a thing not to 
be thought of.” See the instructive pages, 
Winer, Pt. 111. § LXV. 633, 634.) We may 
extend to St John Prof. Jowett’s words, 
originally written of St Paul, that “ tautology 
with him is often emphatic.” For each of the 
phrases here has its own proper significance. 
Strange errors were abroad. ‘Taking its start- 
ing-point from the necessary evil of matter, 
Doketism denied the Flesh of Christ. But, as 
the first words of the verse assured Christians 
that their Lord was no common-place Christ, 
so its close maintained by an emphatic appeal 
to human ears, eyes, hands, that he was 
no shadowy Christ. Such a ‘ Christolo- 
gical image of mist” would have called into 
existence an evanescent Church. Ours is not 
a Christ such as we read of in Gnostic frag- 
ments, which strangely blend Oriental mysti- 
cism with Greek philosophy. ‘The Christ here 
set forth by St John is not one who left no 
footprints upon the earth; who did not really 
eat and drink; who had a spectre nailed to the 
cross in His stead ; whose body yielded to the 
touch; who melted away, like mist, in the 
pageant of an illusive ascension. He is One 
Who came, in the /ikeness of sinful flesh, in 
the reality of human flesh. It is also remark- 
able how these ** pleonasms” serve to establish 
the subject of the verse If we had only the 
verb beard, Socinus might be right in inter- 
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witness, and shew unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the 








preting the passage of doctrine ; if we had only 
the verb seez, de Wette might be right in 
interpreting it of ‘the power of a new life.” 
But neither a mere doctrine, nor a mere 
influence—nothing, indeed, but a real living 
person, could have been heard, seen, con- 
templated, handled. Which our hands have 
handled may possibly have an anti-Doketic 
tinge in a very special way. 

which we have beard] ‘This reminds us 
of the words of Jesus, with more especial 
reference to the discourses recorded in the 
fourth Gospel. Its place in the sentence— 
above sight and handling—shews the reverence 
with which St John regarded the words of 
Christ. It makes us feel how the Apostle 
would have shrunk from inventing language 
for Him, and putting it into His mouth. 

which we have seen with our eyes] ‘It is 
not enough to say, we have seen. He adds, 
with our eyes. We believed with our own, 
not other men's eyes. So in Latin, bisce oculis 
vidi" (Grotius). Cf. for the emphatic use of 
“seeing with the eyes," Luke ii. 3o. The 
tense here signifies ** we have looked and see ? 
— The impression of the sight still remains. 

which we gazed upon] Between seen 
and gazed upon (èĝearapeĝa) a distinction is 
to be noticed: either (1) as between the ex- 
ternal sight of miracles, and the more spiritual 
and internal beholding the moral giory of the 
only-Begotten (Baur, Ebrard); or (2) with 
much greater truth, as between the sight which 
has simply £now/edge for its result and object, 
and that fuller and more entranced gaze which 
rejoices in the object contemplated (cf. St 
John’s Gospel, vi. 36—40, where the deholdeth 
of v. 40 is an intentional advance upon the 
have seen of v. 36). He contemplates who is 
sufficiently struck to stop and gaze. ‘The 
word used here by St John is the same as that 
applied by the angel to those who gazed upon 
the Ascension (Actsi. 11). ‘This shade of 
meaning Oewpetv (John vi. 40) seems to have 
in common with @eac6a. In Ps. xxvii. 4 it 
is the word in the LXX. which renders ntn, 
—‘‘clinging, eager, enchanted gaze.” (De- 
litzsch.) **'To contemplate with pleasure; 
delight in the sight of something.” (Gesen. 
‘Lex.’ s.u. Cf, the use of suspicit in * /Eneid 
I. 442, VI. 667, and ** Vis animum mirer sus- 
piciamque tuum," Martial, 11. 36.) 

The Transfiguration is not mentioned in 
St John's Gospel. May it not be specially 
pointed at here, and in St John i. r4? It is 
also referred to by another of the three who 
witnessed it, in a tone which implies that it 
was a well-known part of Christian teaching. 
@ Pret. 1. 16— 18.) 

our bands handled] The expression would 
naturally refer to some great single occasion, 


perhaps to His bidding (Luke xxiv. 39), and 
to the finger and hand of ‘Thomas in St John’s 
Gospel (xx. 27). See the striking quotation 
from Bullinger in Ebrard, p. 47. 

concerning] used, as it frequently is at 
the beginning of a sentence, to lead to the 
point to be discussed. 

the Word (who is also) the Life] This 
certainly does not mean the word, written 
or preached, whose subject is the spiritual 
and eternal life; but the Personal Word, 
the Logos, whose attribute it is that He 
is the Life; who is at once both the Word 
and the Life (cf. Ephes, iv. 18). Eor 
the double gen. and the interpret. of it, 
cf. St John's Gospel, ii. 21 (**the Temple 
which is His Body”), xi. 13 (“that taking 
of rest which is sleep ”). 

On the Logos see Introd. to Gospel and 
Notes, John i. 1. (One of Gibbon's bitterest 
sneers is conveyed in three adroitly italicized 
words upon the margin. ‘The Logos 
taught in the school of Alexandria before 
Christ 1oo—revealed to the Apostle St John, 
A.D. 97." (‘Decline and Fall,’ chap. xxi.) 
Those who believe with St Augustine that all 
truth, wherever found, belongs to Christ by 
right, will not be perplexed by the taunt.) 
Chrysostom would seem to refer to this place 
when he says: “ If then the Word is the Life; 
and He who is at once the Word and the 
Life (6 8é Aóyos ovTos kal r (wr) became 
flesh; then the Life became flesh."  (*In 
Joann. Evangel.’ v.) ‘Possibly some one 
might understand the Word of Life as some 
speech or teaching about Christ, not the very 
Body of Christ, which was handled. See 
what follows:—‘ And that Life was mani- 
fested.^"—St Aug. ‘In Epist. Joann.’ Prolog. 
Tract. 1. 

“The Word of Life”—does this only mean 
the preaching of eternal life? ‘The words 
which follow clearly refer, not to the preaching 
of life, but to the manifestation of the Life, 
which has taken place in the bosom of human- 
ity.” (Neander.) 


2. A comparison of this verse with the 
Gospel, i. 14, is very suggestive. The Apostle 
in the Gospel naturally writes from an ob- 
jective and historical point of view. He begins 
with the historical fact (“The Word was 
made Flesh "), and passes on to a statement 
of the personal impression made upon himself 
and others (**and we beheld with entranced 
gaze His glory”). But in the Epistle, which 
is subjectively related to the Gospel, the process 
is exactly reversed. St John begins with the 
personal impression made upon himself and 
others ; pauses to affirm the historical reality of 
the object, which has produced this impression ; 
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Father, and was manifested unto 
us ;) 

3 That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you, that ye 
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also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship zs with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 





and then returns to the subjective impression, 
(See Godet, *Sur lÉvangile de S. Jean,’ T. 
197.) It is one of those deep coincidences 
between the Epistle and Gospel, which witness 
not only to a common authorship, but also to 
an interpenetration of one document by the 
other. 

avas manifested] The aorist denoting that it 
was once for all historically manifested in the 
Incarnation and life of Jesus, Cf. for thought 
and expression 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

and declare] The verb is the same with 
that which is so rendered at the commence- 
ment of v. 3. The word indicates properly 
the bearing of a message from another. ‘The 
translation in the A. V. is an instance of 
* yarious renderings of the same words, hy 
which artificial distinctions are introduced in 
the translation, which have no place in the 
original.” (Bp Lightfoot, ‘On Revision,’ &c., 
P. 33.) Note that this word includes St 
John’s Gospel with the present Epistle as 
part of the declaration or message which he 
bears to the Church from God. 

the life, the eternal (life) ] theadj. with 
art. placed after noun gives the strongest em- 
phasis of which language is capable. Eternal, 
here an attribute of Crist, is also an attribute of 
God, in Rom. xvi. 26 (so in LXX. ; Isai. xxvi. 
4, xl. 28). Note that just this attribute of 
God and Christ is applied to future reward 
and punishment. 2 ‘Thess. i. 9. (See Add. 
Note at end of the Ep. to Thess.) “As the 
Epistle opens, so it closes with the mention 
of eternal life," v. 20 (Bengel). 

which) ‘The Greek (ris) is inadequately 
rendered by the simple relative. ** It expresses 
an attribute belonging to the mature of the 
object, its real and peculiar, not like és, its 
accidental property." (Jelf, ‘Gr, Gr.’ rr, 
425.) It amplifies, assigns the class to which 
an object essentially belongs, and has a causa- 
tive tinge (cf. Matt. xxv. 1; Luke viii. 3, 
ix. 30, X. 42; John viii. 53; Acts xxiii. 21; 
Rom. iii.2; 2 Thess. i. 3, &c.). 

as being that which was with the 
Fatber] (See note at close of the Chapter.) 


3. that ye also] “That you, no less than 
we, may derive fruit from it” (Grotius). 

may bave] “may proceed in having, and 
being confirmed in. He signifies increasing 
and continuous, not inchoate, action ; for he 
addresses those who had already entered the 
communion of the Church." (à Lap.) 

fellowship with] ** Fellowship denotes com- 
merce and society in the same faith, religion, 
and Church, where all partake of the same 


sacraments” (zbid.). ‘The prep. (with) is used 
especially of intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
relation, 

with us] One blessed result of the reception 
of the Incarnate God is fellowship, com- 
munion with the Church, as the Apostolic 
Church. It is to be noticed, however, that the 
word Church is never used by St John, either 
in his Gospel, or in the First and Second 
Epistle (in 3 John vv. 6, 9, xo. See Note 
on 3 John v. 6). The pronoun we is, in one 
sense, its equivalent. It is not so much the 
* plural of majesty; or “the plural or 
modesty, when we share our honour with 
others" (Grot.) ; as the plural of communion— 
the spirit which leads men to speak kindly 
and lovingly of those who are intimately as- 
sociated with them as **we"—the expression 
of the Apostles intense conviction of his 
fellowship with all Christ's people, and theirs 
with him. As we have in this verse the ave 
of a common Apostolic Church (defined by 
the prep.), so not unfrequently in St John 
we find the «ve of a common Apostolic wit- 
ness, or of collective attestation of the Gos- 
pel: supra v. 1; Gospel, i. 14, xxi. 24. 

and truly our fellowship is] “and truly the 
fellowship which I have called ours (with 
us) is something more than that. It is 
with the Father," &c. When xai...Ó& occur, 
as in this place, within a short space, they 
are intended to explain and amplify, The 
second part of the sentence is linked to the 
first by these particles, which thus indicate 
a co-ordination in the ideas but with a certain 
progress, (Godet, ‘Sur PE. de S. Jean,’ rr. 
124; cf. John vi. sz, xv. 27. ''xai...0é, in 
one and the same clause, as often in the best 
authors, signifies ef «ero — atque etiam.” 
‘Winer, ‘Gramm. of N. T., Part 111, Sect. liii. 
pP. 464. 

with the Father, and with His Son] “He 
unfolds the grandeur and nobility of the sc- 
ciety of the Church; it is a fellowship with 
the Father, and with His Son; cf. 1 Cor. 
i. 9” (à Lap.). ‘The fellowship of which 
St John speaks is not only that peace and 
concord, by which men are knit to their 
fellow-men, but that by which there is a vital, 
indissoluble union of men with God in soul 
and spirit by faith." (Zwingle, quoted by 
Ebrard in Joc.) ‘The idea of the double fel- 
lowship is profoundly given in John xv. 1 sqq. 

Jesus Christ] Our Lord is called Jesus, i. 7, 
1vo3,15) Y. 5s Jesus; Ghost 1535, Wl. 23 iy- 
2, V. 20. When there is a reference, direct or 
indirect, to heretics who denied the Incarna- 
tion, the name Jesus is specially used as ap- 
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4 And these things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full. 
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5 This then is the message which 
we have heard of him, and declare 





propriate to the Human Nature. Jesus Christ 
implies peculiarly a recognition of His Mes- 
sianic character (v. 6). 


4. And these things write we unto you] 
Does the Apostle refer to the verses which 
precede, or (as Diisterd) not merely to wv. 
1—3, but to the whole Epistle? (See Addi- 
tional Note at close of the Chapter.) 

On the whole, there is a presumption 
that, in v. 4, St John would have us under- 
stand by these things, not the entire Epistle or 
the subsequent portion of it, but either (1) 
solely the contents of vv. 1, 2, 3, or (2) with 
much greater probability the Gospel also. 

your joy| Two important MSS. read “our 
joy.” The internal evidence, however, seems 
to be in favour of the A. V. (x) It is infi- 
nitely more natural in a letter to wish joy— 
for practically what is said here is tantamount 
to a wish—to others than to ourselves. (2) 
2 John v. 12 is not decisive, for (a) the read- 
ing is uncertain, (4) the anticipated pleasure 
of meeting ‘‘ face to face ” imparts a different 
colour to the word our, and makes it vivid 
and appropriate. (3) The phrase “that your 
joy may be fulfilled” (John xvi. 24) 1s in 
favour of the Text. Rec. (see Reiche, * Com- 
ment. Crit.’ zz /oc.). 

Jour joy may be fulfilled] For the expression 
cf. Gospel, iii. 29, xv. rr, xvi. 24, xvii. 13, 
“ The whole Epistle is a devotional and moral 
application of the main ideas, which are 
evolved historically in the sayings and doings 
of Christ recorded in the Gospel." (Bishop 
Lightfoot.) 

fulfilled (perf. part.)] raised to the highest 
point. ‘It is but the beginning of joy when 
we begin to believe. When faith daily in- 
creases, joy increases in proportion " (Luther). 

Note the coincidence in thought between 
I John i. 3, 4 and St John’s Gospel, ch. xvii. 

x John i. 3, 4. 

"That ye also may have fellowship with us. 
Ve 3. 

And truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ. Ibid. 

These things write we unto you, that your 
joy may be fulfilled. Ibid. v. 4. 


John xvii. 
That they all may be one. xvii. 2r. 


That they also may be one in us. Ibid. 


These things I speak in the world, that they 
might have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 
Ibid. v. 13. 


[The word should be translated in the 
Epistle exactly as in the Gospel. It is most 
important, as a great scholar remarks, that 
** the language of the Gospel be linked in the 


New Test.—Vou. IV. 





A. V., as it is in the original, with the lan- 
guage of the Epistle,” thus bringing out 
‘another of the many coincidences, tending 
to establish an identity of authorship in the 
Gospel and Epistle, and thus to make valid 
for the former all the evidences which may be 
adduced for the latter.” Bishop Lightfoot, 
‘On Revision of N. T.’ pp. 55, 56.] 


SECTION II. 


i, s—ii. 2. ** And the message which we 
have heard from Him, and of which we are 
consequently the authoritative announcers to 
you, is as follows:—‘God is Light, and there 
is in Him no speck of darkness whatever.’ If 
we say (I know not whether it be so—it may 
be) that we have moral and spiritual com- 
munion with Him, while yet we practically 
move in the sphere of darkness, we lie, and 
are no doers of the truth. But if we walk in 
the Light, as He is in the Light, we have 
communion with Him, with His Church, 
with all its faithful people, and they with 
us, and the blood of Jesus His Son con- 
tinually purifies us from all sin.. I say this, 
mention this purification continually effected, 
because if we say—as some of us perhaps 
do—that we have no sin as our own, no 
reality of guilt clinging to us and abiding, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth, theoreti- 
cal and practical, is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful to His promises, and 
full of righteousness in order to remit our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned and are not 
sinners, we are making Him a liar, and the 
substance of His teaching is not in us. My 
children! these things I am writing to you, 
in order that ye may not sin. Yet if any 
one may have committed some sin (it may 
be!) we—you and I—have an Advocate with 
the Father, a righteous One, Jesus Christ. 
And He is a Propitiation for our sins, nay, 
not for ours only, but for those of the whole 
world." 


5. This then is tbe message] XN stands 
alone in reading here, **'T'his, then, is the Jove 
of the message." But several MSS. read pro- 
mise (émayyeMia) instead of message (dyye- 
Xia). But the context evidently requires, not 
any Gospel promise, but a message as the 
object of * we announce," In the words that 
follow there is no promise, but there is an 
annunciation. ‘The first of these words in the 
N. 'T. does not ever seem to signify message, 
but always promise, except in Acts xxii. 21, 
where it means command. (Bretschn. s. v.) 

which we have heard from Him] In 
classical Greek the gen. without the prepos. 
would have been sufficient. (Winer.) 
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unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. 





Him] Christ is HE of whom St John’s 
heart is so full that it seems as if all must 
understand of whom he speaks. It is like 
David, who begins a psalm, *I will praise 
Thee,” without naming Him Whom he ad- 
dresses. (Psalm cxxxviii. 1.) This trait seems 
to be beautifully illustrated by the delin- 
eation of Mary Magdalene in the Gospel, xx. 
1s. “Mary did not express by name Him 
Whom she sought, but only said ‘ Him’ three 
times. (John xx. 15.) How Him? she does 
not disclose the name, because she instinctively 
supposes that the thought which is never for 
a moment absent from her own heart must be 
clear to all.” (S. Bernard, ‘Serm. in Cant.’ 
vil.) ‘Believers easily supply the name, for 
their souls are full to overflowing with the 
memory of their Lord” (Bengel). 

and announce] (dvayyéAdopev). This is 
not the same compound of dyyéAA@ which in 
v. 3 is translated declare. ‘The prep. in com- 
position has the sense of zzcrease and strength- 
ening as wellasrepetition. It is always used 
of solemn teaching with a certain character of 
authority about it: of the Messiah (John iv. 
25), of the Holy Spirit (xvi. 13, 14, 15, three 
times over, like a refrain), of some one who 
has a message that must be announced, es- 
pecially Apostles (John v. 15; Acts xiv. 27, 
XV. 4, XX. 20; Rom. xv. 21, of priests and 
Levites; 1 Pet. i. 12). In LXX. it is almost 
a sacerdotal word (cf. Deut. xxiv. 8; Isai. 
li. 15). Bourdaloue instructively contrasts 
the more subjective and appealing tone of 
St Paul (2 Cor. xii. 11 sqq.) with the ma- 
jestic tone which St John knew how to 
assume in his adnuntiamus. 

Note the Apostle's intense conviction that 
the Message which he has to deliver is 
received from the lips of Christ; that it is 
not the conclusion of an argument, or the 
expression of the consciousness of the con- 
gregation, but a revelation; and that its 
delivery implies a commission. We announce 
implies grandeur and importance in the Message 
—earnestness and commission in the mes- 
senger. 

that God is light] “It is difficult to open 
up sufficiently any of the highest and most 
transcendent subjects without using symbols,” 
says Plato (‘ Polit.’ 396). What is conveyed 
by the symbol of /ight?  ** Since light,” says 
Grimm, ‘‘is the subtlest, the purest, the most 
glorious of things, God is called light, ze. 
a Nature free from alien intermixture, most 
pure, and most holy.” (Grimm, * Clav. N. T? 
s.v., where the writer refers to Wisdom vii. 
26, and Grimm's note.) Light, in the text, is 
not merely intelligence (Calv.), nor sanctity 
and purity exclusively (Luthardt), though the 
context makes the last idea prominent. ‘‘ This 
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[v. 6. 


6 If we say that we have fel- 
lowship with him, and walk in 





profound term designates perfect moral good- 
ness, combined with blissful consciousness of 
His own sanctity, in the sphere of the highest 
life, where the luminous clearness of the 
Divine Wisdom also rules as opposed to the 
world (aiév).” (Godet, ‘Comm. sur l'Év. de 
St Luc, 11. 199.) Cf. for the conjunction of 
light with life, Gospel i. 4, also Phil. ii. 15. 
The root of this is in Ps. xxxvi. 9. 

and darkness in Him there is none] 
* No darkness, z.e. of sin or ignorance, of 
error or of death." (*Schol. Matt.' quoted by 
Lücke.) “All and every kind of darkness is 
excluded from the nature of God” (Ebrard). 
There is no speck in that perfect orb. Heng- 
stenb. asserts that while /ight in St John’s Gospel 
is nearly equivalent to sa/vation, in the Epistle 
it almost stands for moral goodness, while dark- 
ness is moral evil. ‘The immoderate passion 
for discovering polemical allusions in every 
syllable of the Epistle, and (like Hammond) 
* seeing Gnostics where there are none,” has 
led to an unreasonable reaction. Internal and 
external evidence alike attest the existence of 
a polemical purpose in the Epistle, subordi- 
nate to other and higher ends. "There is a 
reference in the passage to Gnosticism, and ` 
the systems of Oriental dualism, with their 
eternal and necessary spheres of light and 
darkness. ‘The verse seems to bear remarkably 
on Spinozism and Hegelianism, which teach 
that evil is only relative to the individual being 
—‘‘good in making.” St Augustine well 
traces the connection :—* John has said above 
v. 3—But if God is light, and darkness in Him 
is none, and we should have fellowship with 
Him; then the darkness is to be chased away 
by us that it may be light within us—for dark- 
ness cannot have fellowship with light. There- 
fore see what follows (v. 6), and compare ‘ what 
fellowship hath light with darkness?' (2 Cor. 
vi.r4). You say that you have fellowship with 
God, and walk in darkness But ‘God is 
light, and darkness in Him is none.’ How 
then is fellowship between light and darkness? 
A man may say, ‘ What shall Ido? How 
shall I, a sinner, be light?’ A certain despair- 
ing sadness arises. ‘There is no safety, but in 
the fellowship of God (v. 5). But sins are 
darkness. What then is to be done? Fel- 
lowship with God is to be held fast. Other 
hope of eternal life there is none.” (St Aug., 
‘In Epist. Joann. ad Part. Tract.’I.5. Opp. 
Tom. ul. Pt. 2, 1981, edit. Migne.) 


6. If we say] èàv (if) with conj. expresse 
mere supposition, not conviction. It may 
happen. The writer feels no certainty that 
it will, yet has some expectation that his sup- 
position may be realised (Kühner, * Gr. Gr.’ 
Jelfs ed. 467, 470). It will be seen from 


v. 7.] 


darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth : 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he 
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is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 





this what subtle gentleness lies in the form of 
St John’s expression. 

and yet (xai) This use is specially, but 
not exclusively, Johannic. (See note on 1 John 
1. X. 

Be make our continuous life-walk. 

we lie] ‘The grand Message, received from 
Christ, and announced in the Gospel, makes 
it evident that if any possibly claim com- 
munion with Him, and yet persistently have 
their life-walk in the sphere of moral dark- 
ness, their whole life becomes a lie in specula- 
tion and action. 

and are not doing the truth] The 
realm of truth, in St John's conception, is not 
limited to speech, written or articulate. It 
extends to the thoughts, and indeed to the 
wholelife. Right action is truth made objec- 
tively visible. See Additional Note, 3 John 3. 


7. he] Christ. See note on v. 5. For 
** walking in light " cf. Ps, Ixxxix. 15. 

as be is in the light] The as here is, of 
course, of similitude not equality. Cf. Matt. v. 
43, Vi. 12; 1 John iii. 3. 
- fellowship one with another] Some of the 
ancient Greek writers explain this as * the 
mutual intercommunion of ourselves and of 
Him who is the Light” (Theophyl., CEcu- 
men.) Much better Bengel—‘ It does not 
seem that the expression can be fitly used of 
God and man." 

andthe blood of Jesus His Son] This 
reading is to be preferred. The word Christ is 
omitted by NBC. Reiche argues for its reten- 
tion. **St John in this Epistle zever certainly 
(for iv. 15 is doubtful) calls the Saviour simply 
Jesus, with one exception, which has a singular 
significance, viz. in iv. 3. In that passage he 
opposes heresies which denied the Incarnation, 
and thus had a special reason for employing 
the name which peculiarly denoted the Human 
Nature. But St John generally and constantly 
joins * Jesus Christ’ (i. 3, ili. 23, iv. DV. 
20). ‘There isno reason why he should have 
omitted it here, But officious copyists might 
be influenced by dogmatic causes, because to 
them it might have seemed that the blood was 
suitable only to the Human Nature" (* Com- 
ment. Crit.’ IH. 312). This subtle critic, 
however, appears to write with less than his 
usual accuracy. Jesus alone occurs not only in 
iv. 3, but in il. 22, iv. 15 (probably), v. 1 —;. 

“The blood of Jesus," sc. poured forth. 
The whole sacrifice, nay the whole obedience 
of Jesus, consisting in His perfect holiness, 
and consummated by His voluntary self- 
sacrifice. (Gomar, Neander, Bengel) Some- 
thing more is meant than “natural faith 
in the moral purpose of the death of Jesus" 
(Paulus), or even than ‘faith in Christ's 


Obedience unto death, or in His Passion." 
(Episcop., Grot.) For in this expression, en- 
deared to every Christian heart, we have the 
central thought of the Gospel, under the most 
vivid and affecting of images. Scripture speaks 
the language of life and living emotion. It does 
not always define. It takes a striking charac- 
teristic, and puts it before the heart and eye 
as a summary representative of the whole. 
In ordinary language, an abridged description, 
when the part selected is vivid, picturesque, 
pregnant, gives force and colour to ‘the 
poetry of common speech.” ‘Thus we say, so 
many ''souls" for persons, ‘‘sail” for ships, 
"hands" for effective individuals. Such a 
word in Christian theology is the Blood. 
Itis dogma with pathos, But it is not only 
picturesque and pathetic. It implies, as no 
other word could do, (4) the reality of the 
Human Body of Jesus, (4) the reality of His 
sufferings, (c) the reality of His sacrifice. It 
is remembered in heaven as the source of 
redemption. Apoc. v. 9, vii. 14, xii. 11.—1t 
points also to the fulfilment of all that was 
symbolized by blood in the earlier dispensation. 
(Hebrews ix. 11, 23.) 

Thus ‘the blood of Jesus” is Johannic as 
well as Pauline. “Those who are truly of the 
family of God cannot and will not ignore the 
language of their Father’s house.” (Melancthon.) 

is ever purifying | (Bp Wordsworth), 
keeps on purifying. The contrast between 
our natural fear of the rigidity of the moral 
government of the universe, with our con- 
sciousness that ‘‘its rules are such as not to 
admit of pardon by the sole efficacy of re- 
pentance," and ‘the particular manner in 
which Christ interfered in the redemption of 
the world, His office as Mediator” (Bp 
Butler, ‘Analogy,’ Part rr. Chap. v.), may 
be drawn out by reading the verse before us 
with a memorable passage in modern poetry. 
The usurper Canute, who has had a share in 
his father’s death, expiring after a virtuous 
and glorious reign, walks towards the light of 
heaven. But first he cuts with his sword a 
shroud of snow from the top of Mount Savo. 
As he advances towards heaven a cloud forms, 
and drop by drop his shroud is soaked with a 
rain of blood, So it is for ever. 


* C'est pourquoi ce roi sombre est resté 
dans la nuit, 
Et, sans pouvoir rentrer dans sa blancheur 
premiere, 
Sentant, à chaque pas qu'il fait vers la 
lumière, 
Une goutte de sang sur sa tête pleuvoir 
Rôde éternellement sous l'énorme ciel noir.” 
(V. Hugo, ‘ La Lég. des Siècles, 
‘Le Parricide,’ 1. 77— 83.) 
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8 If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 





Read beside this ** The blood of Jesus is ever 
purifying.” ‘The blood of Jesus has not only 
a momentary efficacy. Its virtue extends to 
the whole Christian life continuously. 'The 
purification thus effected, and expressed by 
the word “is purifying,” is twofold. It 
implies (1) justification, by which we are 
brought back into communion with God ; 
(2) sanctification, by which the power of sin is 
gradually abolished. ‘The red rose of pardon 
and the white rose of purity (if we may 
venture to use such language as mystics have 
loved) grow upon one stem and spring from 
one root. 'The remarkable reading in Apoc. 
xxii r4 adopted by Tischend. densis oí 
mAóvovres Tas oroñàs aùrôv) would singularly 
illustrate the notion of continuous purification 
in this verse. He who wrote this verse in the 
Epistle before us would naturally write Apoc. 
vii. 14 and xxii. r4 in the more imaginative 
elevation of poetry or prophecy. 


8. Here we have one of those subtle lines 
of connection ; those * roots at the bottom of 
the stream, hidden from casual observers” 
(Alford) so common in St John. ‘What! 
those who, according to v. 7, make theit 
abiding life-walk in the light ; who habitually 
‘form the glorious procession of the sons of 
light’? (W. Archer Butler)—must it be said 
of them that they have a perpetual guilt, 
which needs the perpetual cleansing of a 
perpetual pity?" ‘The answer to this implied 
objection is contained in this v. 8 (**yes! for) 
if we say," &c. 

that we have not sin] There is often 
an emphatic force in the verb save in the 
New Testament for good and for bad. It 
signifies an abiding reality of guilt or grace 
which we have and hold (‘This verb 
speaks of the state in which we habitually 
are; of the condition, external and internal, 
in which we abide; when a substant. in the 
accus. follows, the notion conveyed is that of 
keeping permanently in the condition. Cf. 
specially Matt. xvii. 20, where * saving faith’ 
is not simply believing, but being constantly 

full of faith—so Bretsch. ‘Lex. Man.’ s.v. 
` See in St John’s Gospel, viii, x2, ix. 41, xv. 
22—24, XiX. I1; 1 John v. ro (cf. Heb. xii. 28. 
This pregnant use of bave is also character- 
istic of the Apoc. See vi. 9, xii. 17, xix. 1o). 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves] “It is to be noted who speaks 
here—a faithful Apostle of Christ, and a vete- 
ran moreover.” (Bengel.) 

we deceive ourselves] or mislead ourselves. 
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|v. 8—10. 


sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. 

IO If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 





(Used by LXX. in Exod. xiv. 3 as transla- 
tion of ‘‘they are entangled in the land.") 
Not only like * men whose life has gone 
astray” (Spenser, ‘ Faerie Queene,’ Book I. 
Cant. iv. 36), but like men who lead their 
own lives astray. 

the truth is not in us| It may be round us, 
near us, acknowledged, contended for, but it has 
not penetrated the soul. It remains an external 
rule perhaps, but a dead letter. It is not zz us. 


8,9,10. Have we not the abiding reality 
of sin? If we say so we are but misleading 
ourselves, self-deceived and self-involved in 
our pride, and the truth is not in us. Have 
we only sin in the abstract, not definite, per- 
sonal, actual sins to confess? Nay, we have 
such, though still with a blessed hope of par- 
don. Are we not sinful in our present con- 
dition, as the result of past sin? (note the 
perf. v. 10). Nay, if we say so, we are 
worse than liars, We make Him a liar. 
The whole substance of His word is absent 
from our inner being. Our life is a practical 
negation of that doctrine which is absolute 
truth; for “the imagination of our own sin- 
lessness is an inward lie." (W. Archer Butler.) 


9. If we confess our sins] ‘The petition in 
the Lord's Prayer supposes the Christian per- 
petually penetrated with the sense of sin. It 
is implied in it that he prays daily for for- 
giveness. (Luke xi. 3.) 

It has been urged by some that the 
prayer was given by our Lord to disciples 
who had not yet risen above the position of 
Judaism. But this verse beyond all question 
applies to Christian believers, 

he is faithful and righteous] ‘These 
two attributes are conjoined in Psalm cxliii. r. 
Faithful, as abiding by His Promise. Just or 
righteous—there is some temptation here to 
conjecture that the word is used of goodness 
generally, with an under-meaning of gentleness 
and Zenignity (cf. Matt. i. 19—and the character 
of the true Christian gentleman in Ps. cxii. 9). 
But the slight allusive touch in the word un- 
rigbteousness at the close of the verse (which 
is lost by the just of the A. V. at the beginning 
of it) seems to fix the more usual meaning. 

that He may forgive us our sins] i.e. 
in order to, or with a view to, “forgiving 
us.” (See Winer, ‘ Gr. Gr.’ p. 483.) The 
word can scarcely, however, be limited to 
bare forgiveness. Among its various senses, 
indeed, running as they do in Lexicons 
round the compounds of missio (emissio, di- 
missio, omissio, permissio) we must include 
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remissio. This is specially applied to debt 
(Deut. xv. 1, 2; LXX.) and to sin, looked 
upon as a debt incurred (Matt. vi. ra, 
xviii. 27). But in the Old ‘Testament it is 
used by LXX. as the translation of verbs 
signifying expiation (Isai. xxii. 14), ablation 
(Ps. xxv. 18), pardon and indulgence (Num. xiv. 
19). ** We cannot argue from the word alone 
that God in forgiving sin doth only and barely 
release the debt." (Bp Pearson on Creed, 
Art. x. 

our apes unrighteousness| ‘There are in 
Exodus xxxiv. 7 three words for siz under 
different aspects, “iniquity, transgression, sin ” 
(A. V.)—sin as vanity, nothingness; sin as 
Separation from God; sin as mistake and error 
—dvopía, ddixia, duaptia(LXX.). If we may 
be guided by the Hebrew words of which 
they appear as the translation, we should say 
that siz is transgression as a terrible mistake, 
unrighteousness as a separation from God. See 
also the important note on Ps. li. 3. 


10. we make him] A peculiar Johannic 
phrase, ‘‘to declare one to be such by word 
and deed” (1 John v. 1o; cf. Gospel, v. 18, 
vill. 53, X. 33, Xix. 7—12). 

his word is not in us| “The Divine word is 
regarded as a thing which may pass over into 


subjectivity” (Duüsterd), cf. * Ye have not 
His word abiding in you,” Gospel v. 38. The 
expression is parallel with, and an advance 
upon, *'the truth is not in-us,” supra v. 8, 

As this Epistle alone in the N.T. is addressed 
to a generation which had grown up in the 
midst of Christian tradition, and surrounded 
by Christian influences, it would quite natu- 
rally (as it does here) give prominence to 
the Christians' perpetual need of pardon. In 
dwelling upon pardon once obtained, and sanc- 
tification once begun, Christians sometimes 
forget that pardon is to be always sought, 
purification to be always going on, We are 
perpetually to pass through new pardons and 
new purifications, coming from new surrenders 
of self to Christ. This passage (esp. v. 9) 
certainly does not speak of ‘one pardon of all 
Sins, past, present, and future," but of con- 
tinuing sinfulness and ever-renewed pardon. 
The appointment of the general confes- 
sion and absolution in the Prayer-Book for 
every day in the year is perhaps the best 
practical commentary upon the spirit of these 
verses. Cf. also St Paul's exhortation, ** be ye 
reconciled to God," with his magnificent re- 
cognition of a great change which had taken 
place once for all, and remained in its con- 
sequences. 2 Cor. v. 20; cf. v. 17. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. 1 2, 4, i 


2. ‘By the prep. mpos in this place is 
meant the utmost possible proximity without 
confusion, and likeness without sameness” ( Cole- 
ridge, ‘Table Talk,’ p. 13), “with signifies 
both propinguity and difference? (Grotius). 
"The prep. of motion with the verb of repose 
involves eternity of relation with activity and 
life (Coleridge, 2/2.), cf. Gospel, i. 1, with 
Luther's pregnant Commentary. “The with 
sounds as if the Word were different from 
God ; therefore he takes it up again, and c/oses 
the ring—'* and the Word was God.” (Cf. 
Proverbs viii 3o—where, however, NN is 
translated by a different prep. in LXX.) 


4. An exhaustive consideration of the 
passages in St John in which odros occurs 
leads to the following conclusions. 

(a) ‘That otros with tva, éàv, dru always 
points to that which follows (Gospel, iii. 19, 
V. 18, Vi. 29, XV. 12, xvii. 3; x John ii. 3, iii. 
EI, 2/3,'v.73). 

(4) That oóros alone generally refers to 
that which precedes. ‘Thus in x John v. 13, 
14, the rata, these things, in v. 13 must refer 
to that which goes before—the adrn...6r1 in v. 
14 to that which is just coming (see Gospel, ii. 
22, XiV. 25, XV. II, 2I, XVi. I, 3, 4, 25, 33, 
XVll. I, XX. 31, XXl. 24). 

Still there remain several exceptions to con- 
clusion (4): in Gospel, i. 19, v. 3; in First 
Epistle, ii. 25, 26, v. 25, ''zbis is the pro- 
mise," z.e, that which follows ; v. 26, ‘these 


"(Ábhiyah, Abhiyal). 


things have I written unto you," Ze. that 
which goes before. [It has been suggested that 
the solution is to be found in the use of the 
singular and the plural—the singular always 
referring to that which precedes. (Lücke.) 
But this is very precarious.] 


5. We are not merely to look upon this 
use of avrds as a Christian equivalent of the 
way in which the Pythagoreans used to speak 
of their master. (Compare for this—** And 
him—O wondrous him! O miracle of men!” 
‘Henry IV.’ Act 1r. Scene 3.) There is a 
higher consciousness pervading the use of it 
by St John and St Paul. Among the Hebrews 
N37 (hū), He, He Himself, like ^u among the 
Persians, a/rós, ékeivos among the Greeks 
(Simon. ‘Onom,’ 549), denotes God in the 
religious usus loquendi, and therefore NMIN 
(Ábhiyhü, avréécos) with ON'N MIN 
[Fuerst, ‘Heb. and 
Chaldee Lexicon,’ p. 1o. Cf. Mark xii. 32, 
where the true reading is—'* for there is One” 
(God being incorrectly supplied in T. R.), 
“and there is none other but HE.” “The 
practice of denoting God by the pronoun of 
the third person was common among the 
Hebrews. The name Elihu (‘He is my 
God") is one example.” (Renan, ‘ Job,’ p. 
153.) God and Christ run so completely into 
one subject that the subtlest criticism often 
seeks in vain to sever them (x John ii. 5, x2, 
2/5128: 29 lO^ ot" 2j ohne, 06. See 
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Tholuck ‘On Hebrews,’ Vol. 11. 63). For 
this solemn and reverential use of avrds, See 
besides the passages just cited, Luke i. 17, 
v. 16, 17, ix. 513 the aùrós, twelve times 
repeated of Christ in Col. i. 16—20; finally the 
probably true reading of Hebr. x. 12 (avrós é, 
“but HE"). Contrast, as significant of subtle 
differences of character, St Paul's effusion and 
expansiveness in again and again reiterating our 
Lord's names (e.g. 1 Cor. i. 4—9; 2 Cor. iv. 
Io, rr, 14) with St John's general love of 
tender periphrases. (Very striking is the 
passage ending with the words referring to 
Christ—rod O€00...émayyeXXonévov, Os ear 
avrós. S. Ignat. * Epist. ad Trall. x1.) 

God is Light] In all languages at all stages of 
culture, light has been used as the most appro- 
priaterepresentation of God's holiness, bliss, and 
goodness. Light has been, not unsuccessfully, 
appealed to as the first real educer of the 
religious instinct of the idiot. (Mentioned in 
a Report of the Earlswood Asylum a few 
years ago.) ‘To the Arabs it is so potently 
suggestive, that by one well versed in their 
modes of thought, they have been supposed to 
lose the object of their worship in His own 
glorious emblem, and thus to practise in a 
peculiar form the idolatry which their creed 


CHAPTER II. 


1 He comforteth them against the sins of infir- 
mity. 3 Rightly to know God is to keep his 
commandments, 9 to love our brethren, 15 
and not to love the world. 18 We must 
beware of seducers: 20 from whose deceits 
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abhors. (Palgrave's *'Travels.") Of the effect 
of light upon a scientific man of the 
highest eminence the following interesting 
record has been preserved. “The pre- 
dominance of light as a figure and a 
symbol in Clifford’s writings will be re- 
marked: he associates it with the right and 
all things good so constantly and naturally 
that it is one of the marks of his style. He 
had physically a great love of light, and chose 
to write when he could in a clear and spacious 
room, with the windows quite free from cur- 
tains.” (W. Kingdon Clifford, by Frederick 
Pollock, ‘Fortnightly Review,’ May 1, 1879, 
pp. 686, 676.) ‘The same passion for light 
may be traced constantly in St Augustine. 
(See especially ‘ Confess.’ x. 34.) Poetry 
connects light instinctively with our highest 
ideas. Cowley apostrophizes it, 

‘¢ Swiftness and Power by birth are thine!” 
The exquisite beauty of Dante’s allusions to 
light is admirably drawn out in Dean Church’s 
Essay. 

But ‘there is no poetry” (says Herder) 
* which on the subject of /ight can be com- 
pared with Hebrew. The very word (MN, or) 
has a lofty sound, and is the special symbol 
of joy.” (‘Geist v. Heb. Poes? p. 55.) 


the godly are safe, preserved by perseverance 
in faith, and holiness of life. 

Y little children, these things 

write I unto you, that ye sin 

not. And if any man sin, we have an 





Cuap. II. 1, 2. The object of this teach- 
ing is holiness, ‘‘My children, these things 
I am writing to you, in order that ye may not 
continue sinning, Yet, if any one may have 
committed some act of sin (it may be!) you 
and I have an Advocate.” 

1. My children!] There are two dif- 
ferent words in this Epistle alike rendered 
‘little children” in A. V., rekvía and radia, 
the first in ii. 12, 28, iii. 18, iv. 4; the second 
in ii, r3, 18. Both seem to have been caught 
from the lips of Him who speaks in the Gospel 
(the first, xiii. 33; cf. Mark x. 24; the second, 
xxi. 5). ‘There seems to be some distinction 
between the two; St Paul's use of rexvia (in 
Gal. iv. 19 alone in his Epp.—possibly, how- 
ever, réxva) appears to shew that it signifies 
the spiritual relation of children in the faith 
to a spiritual father. It will be seen (inf. v. 
` 12) that the first of these two words is 
used generally of all sons in the faith, and 
includes adults; while the second designates 
properly the age or characteristics of child- 
hood (Luke i. 8o, ii. 4o; x Cor. xiv. 
20), as a class, with special reference to 
the earliest period of human life (inf. vv. 12, 
13). Thus the first is a more definite and 
technical term, and has a specific reference to 


spiritual fatherhood, and may be translated 
my sons or my children ; while the second is the 
gentle and benevolent address of ‘‘age in 
admonishing youth, of authority in charging 
subordinates, of wisdom in instructing igno- 
rance and inexperience.” (Reiche ‘Comment. 
Crit) It will be best to translate this last by 
the more endearing word, Little children! 
That ye may not sin. And yet 
if any may have sinned. [dpapty, past 
isolated single action, not present continuous Or 
future action.] And yet. This rhetorical use 
of xai—the xai of paradox—in connecting 
two propositions, of which the last seems 
contradictory to the first, is noted by Stall- 
baum (‘ Plat. Apol.’ 29 b). It is rather fre- 
quent in N. T. (Matt. vi. 26; 2 Thess. iii. 15; 
Apoc. ili. r are good instances). ` Two re- 
marks may be made: (x) On the Gospel 
mode of making men virtuous. Not by an 
appeal to interest or happiness, or even to the 
eternal fitness of things and to the will of 
God. ‘These answers to the question ‘ why 
should we be virtuous?” are all true in some 
measure, some very nobly true. But practi- 
cally they meet with little success. But the 
appeal **Be virtuous, because i. 7—9 is true” 
bas succeeded, and will succeed as nothing 
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advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous : 





else can. (2) To the general end and prin- 
ciple **that ye may not sin," there is here an 
apparent exception, “if any man may have 
sinned,” &c. One illustrative passage may be 
cited. ‘+ Although the design of the Gospel 
be that we should erect a throne for Christ to 
reign in our spirits, and this doctrine be there- 
fore preached ‘that we sin not;’ yet, if one 
be overtaken in a fault, despair not. Christ is 
our Advocate, and He is the Propitiation; 
He did propitiate the Father by His death, 
and the benefit of that we receive at our first 
access to Him. But then He is our Advo- 
cate too, and prays perpetually for our per- 
severance or restitution respectively.” (Bp 
Taylor ‘Of Repentance.’) It is peculiarly 
necessary here to preserve the exquisitely 
adjusted balance in the divine original of in- 
vigorating effort for the Christian’s strength 
and comfortable promise for the Christian’s 
weakness. No encouragement is given to 
those who continue in present, or to those 
who meditate future sin. 

we have| ‘The Apostle tenderly and humbly 
includes himself among them who have and 
need an Advocate, 

we have an advocate] mapakìnrov éxopev. 
On the pregnant sense of bave see note supra 
on i. 8 

Paraclete, ‘one who is called in by his 
good word or countenance to aid him whose 
cause is to be examined, or whose petition is 
to be considered." The word occurs five 
times in the New Testament ; four times (in St 
John's Gospel) of the Holy Ghost; once (in 
this verse) of Christ. It will be best here 
simply to refer to the exhaustive note on St 
John xiv. 16. 

an advocate] ‘Christ is our Advocate: 
(1) interpretatively, by pleading before the 
Father His merits or blood; (2) formally 
and properly by pleading for us—not by pros- 
tration as a suppliant, but by expressing His 
desire for the salvation of His people, in such 
wise as may beseem Him” (Est.). “ Christ 
pleads the cause of His Church with the 
Father; the Holy Spirit with men" (Grotius). 

with the Father| Christians have never 
adopted the formula “ Christe! ora pro nobis.” 
For His intercession is not verbal and tempo- 
rary. It is interpretative and continuous. He 
pleads with His Father—not at particular 
seasons, like the Jewish High Priests—but 
perpetually by His very Being and Presence. 
(Voss. * Harmon. Evang. p. 423.) 

Two remarks remain to be made: (1) The 
intense conviction of Christ's ving Personality 
in St John's heart. He is for $t John not 
merely a memory, but the living Advocate. 
He continues the same work which the Apostle 
saw Him begin upon earth, only elevated 
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2 And he is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but 


above the condition of time and space, ‘The 
* way" for us through the veil is a “living 
way" (Heb. x. 20). Earth's great men live 
on in their work, or in the principles which 
they have embodied and represented. The 
work of Luther or Napoleon is linked to their 
bistory; the work of Jesus is linked to His 
Person. (2) Some modern critics have asserted 
a dogmatic difference between this passage 
and St John's Gospel (xiv. 16), which speaks 
of another Comforter. This is so far from 
being the case that this very passage in the 
Epistle is, so to speak, one of the asterisks 
which point its readers back to the Gospel; 
one of the suggestions implying a question 
which only the Gospel can answer. When 
Jesus speaks of “another Comforter,” He 
implicitly gives this very title to Himself. 
Jesus Christ who is righteous] ‘Our 
version, Jesus Christ the righteous, is rather 
beyond the original. As itis, St John has said 
only, ‘ Jesus Christ, a righteous Person’” 
(Bp Middleton). Note, however, that this 
apparently casual epithet fits into one great 
leading idea of the Epistle, because it points 
gently to the picture in the Gospel. Jesus 
Christ is not only a sage teaching a system 
of beautiful ideas to a school. He is not 
only the Word who is the Life. He is 
Righteous (observe the position of the word 
closing the verse). What stress is practically 
laid upon this may be seen further on, where 
the Christian’s life is declared to be an imita- 
tion of His righteousness, x John iii. 7—10. 


2. And be is| The present of “to be” is 
used by St John especially, with a presentia- 
ting shade of thought and meaning when He 
speaks of our Lord, It is thus used of His 
life on earth (x John iii. 3, 5, 7), of His life 
in heaven (iii. 2, iv. 17). So here of His 
propitiation. It is not merely an isolated act 
of history. It is abiding and present. Cf. 
the old Collect for x sth Sunday after Trinity, 
* Keep Thy Church by Thy perpetual pro- 
pitiation” ( propitiatione perpetua). 

propitiation. *Ps.cxxx.4; LXX. Aas- 
pós, Only there and in Dan. ix. 9; Neh. ix. 
17 (The ver? in 2 Chro. vi. 21, 25, 27, 30, 
39); Vulg. propitiatio, 1 John ii. 2” (see 
Kay, ‘The Psalms,’ p. 418). 'IAaeyós, Nas- 
mys, after Hebrew usage, are from iás- 
keoOat, **to cause sins to cease.” Thus ‘ He 
is a propitiation, either (1) by means of the 
effect produced by His obedience, as Rom. 
lil. 25 (iAaorrjptov), i.e. one who renders God 
propitious (Gom., Vorst.), or (2) as an ex- 
piatory Victim, offered upon the Cross, by 
which God was rendered propitious (August., 
Piscat., Est.). The advocacy of Christ is 
here based upon His offering; and we have 
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also for the sins of the whole world. 
3 And hereby we do know that 


three characteristics of it: (a) It is present 
and abiding (“He is”); (b) it is propitiatory ; 
(c) it is universal. 

The doctrine of the Atonement is not de- 
pendent for its life upon any one phrase or 
figure—therefore, not upon this of propitia- 
tion. Yet it is useless to attempt to evade its 
force. ** Was it," it has been asked, “ that 
God needed to be propitiated? Such a thought 
refutes itself by the indignation which it 
awakens, From the Epistle to the Hebrews it 
has passed into modern theology. We can 
live and die in the language of St Paul and 
St John.” (Prof. Jowett.) Yet English- 
speaking Christians, at least, have not ‘learnt 
to apply the idea of propitiation to Christ’s 
work from the Epistle to the Hebrews. (In 
the original, indeed, of Heb. ii. 17, it does 
occur, but in our A. V. neither there nor else- 
where in that Epistle.) To them it comes 
exclusively from Rom. iii. 15, and from St 
John’s Epistle, who does not shrink from re- 
peating the word, infra iv. 10. So completely 
at one in this matter are.St Paul, St John, 
and the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Jor our sins| ‘The technical sacrificial prepos. 
used with verbs signifying expiate, offering for. 

for those of the.whole world] whole 
(GAov) signifies fulness of quantity; all (nav) 
completeness of number. 

world] In St John “the world” denotes 
either (1) creation, the universe (xvi. 24), or 
(2) “the sphere of mingled good and evil, 
receiving many Satanic influences, and also 
capable of certain germs of good," or (3) men 
universally (iii. 16, vi. 51), as in this place, 
or (4) that element in the material and human 
world, in the sphere of mingled good and evil, 
which is external to God, His Spirit, and His 
Church. [The signif. of the word-is well 
traced by Dean Vaughan, *St Paul's Epistie 
to the Romans,’ p. 15.] ‘The sense of the love 
of God sometimes falls upon narrow hearts. 
There is a self-righteousness from the sense of 
special favour, no less than from that of special 
merit. None ever drew the line between the 
Church and the world more.distinctly than St 
John (see infra, v. 19). Yet.now that “the 
barriers of a nation had been broken down, the 
boundless perspective of the Christian horizon 
broadens on his view.” (De Broglie, ‘ Hist. 
de l'Empire et l'Église, 1. 99.) This universal 
` statement does not really contradict, but 
rather explains, our Lord's statement in St 
John's Gospel (x. 15), even if we decide that 
"for the sheep” there includes believers alone. 
In the Divine idea and purpose Christ laid 
down His life for a//. In historical reality 
and fact it will profit those only who receive 
it. '*He knows that it will only take effect 
for the last, and therefore He says, ‘I lay 
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[v. 3. 


we know him, if we keep his com- 
mandments. 





down My life in favour, on behalf of the 
Sheep?" (Godet, ‘S. Jean,’ II. 291). The con- 
nection, i. 8—ii. 2, is admirably traced by St 
Augustine: ‘i. 8—If you confess yourself a 
sinner, the truth is in you; for that truth is 
light. Your life is not yet a perfect splendour, 
for sins are in it; but you have begun to be 
enlightened, because you confess your sins. 
For see what follows (i. 9): not only past 
sins, but those which we happen to contract 
from the present life; for men in this life can- 
not but have sins, though they be not of the 
graver kind. And lest he should seem to give 
impunity to sins in i. 9, and men should say 
‘ Let us sin securely, for Christ cleanses us’... 
note what follows (ii. 2): ‘Yes; but sin 
perhaps creeps in from human life. What 
then? Shall we despair? Nay, listen (v. 1, 
ad fin.): He then is the Advocate. ‘Take heed 
not to sin. If sin shall have crept in from 
human frailty, at once see and condemn it. 
And when you have condemned it, come 
without fear to the Judge. ‘There you have 
the Advocate. Fear not to lose the cause. 
If a man ina worldly cause commits himself to 
an eloquent pleader, and is safe, shall you trust 
yourself to the Advocate and perish? No! 
‘We have an Advocate. Mark St John's 
humility. He says not ‘ye have’; nor ‘ye 
have me’; nor even ‘ye have Christ? But 
he puts forward Christ, not himself; and he 
says ‘qe have,’ not ‘ye have,’ placing him- 
self in the rank of sinners.” (‘In Epist. 
Joann.’ Tract. 1.) 


SECTION III. (2). ii. 3—6. 


3—6. ‘And we know that we have 
made ourselves. acquainted with, and at pre- 
sent continue to know Him by this simple 
fact, if we carefully and thoughtfully keep 
Christ's commandments. Some man perhaps 
yaunts, ‘I have made myself acquainted with, 
and continue to know Christ.’ Suppose 
that such an one keep not Christ’s com- 
mandments. Christs word which is the 
truth dwells not in his inner being. But 
if a man not only keeps the commandments 
one by one, but observes that word as a 
whole, truly such a man not only knows 
God, but his love to God reaches to- 
wards the standard of ideal perfection. By 
this we test our communion with Him. He 
that vaunts a vital abiding with Christ, ought 
himself to walk continuously, to make his 
walk of life such as Christ made His one 
great Life-walk here upon earth." (Gospel, viii. 
29, vi. 57, ‘As He hath sent Me, so I live for 
Him—to manifest His Life and Majesty.") _ 


8. hereby] In this that follows, namely, 
if... See note oni. 4. 


v. 4—6.] 


4. He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5 But whoso keepeth his word, 
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in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected: hereby know we that we are 
in him. 

6 He that saith he abideth in him 





we do know that we have the know- 
ledge of Him (Alford)]. A gentle parody of 
the ambitious gnosis of the Gnostics (Hengst.). 
It is denied by some critics (Lücke) that to 
knew signifies the experimental knowledge of 
love. But the Hebrew word, of which it is the 
transl., is lit. to perceive or understand, hence 
in a secondary sense to have intimate acquaint- 
ance, and corresponding love. (On yw", 
ywoockew, LXX. see Fuerst, ‘Heb. and 
Chald, Lexicon,’ p. 543.) Hence in LXX. 
the word is used to denote man's loving know- 
ledge of God (Ps. ix. 10; 1 S. ii. 12; Job 
xviii. 21; Hosea viii. 2) as well as God's 
loving knowledge of man. In the text the 
word is not merely the ** knowledge of Him as 
Advocate, as Propitiation” (Hammond), but 
loving knowledge. “ Knowledge is placed in 
these Epistles twenty-seven times as the fun- 
damental ethical and spiritual principle, faith 
only seven times” (Rev. C. A. Row). 

if we observe His commandments.] 
The verb (rzpópev) signifies to keep the eye 
fixed upon an object; hence to keep the eye 
of the soul fixed upon the commandments, in 
our desire to perform them thoughtfully and 
conscientiously. (Cf. “‘dediteque ed mentes 
cum oculis erant." T. Liv. * Hist.' 1. 9, quoted 
by Bretsch. *L. M.' s. v.) 

bis] of Him, sc. Christ. See note on i. s. 
"This practical teaching is unlike mere mysti- 
cism, in which there is generally a tendency, 
more or less, to a sort of pantheistic absorp- 
tion of morality in the spiritual element. In 
all parts of the Christian Church, perhaps, 
immorality has from time to time co-existed 
with some degree of capacity for emotional 
religionism or of zeal for assumed orthodoxy. 
The Apostle meets this plainly and. decidedly. 
Here is the test by which to distinguish mor- 
bid religionism, or ostentatious orthodoxy, 
from true religion. 


4. He that saith, Y have knowledge of 
Him] “A prosopopceia of one vaunting his 
knowledge of Christ." 

observeth not His commandments] 
The negative here has an emotional and 
subjective tinge, quite in accordance with St 
John’s character. He does not assert it as a 
fact that there is such a person actually ; but 
given the existence of such—‘‘he is a liar,” 
&c. ‘Some Gnostics, who professed to be 
perfect, said that they were no more polluted 
by sins than gold by mire, or sunbeam by the 
dunghill.” (Hammond.) 

the truth is not in him] The Cod. Sinait. 
strikingly adds, **the truth of God.” 


b. In vv. 5, 6 we have an instance of one 
of St John’s most beautiful peculiarities. We 
find frequently a parallelism in his writings ; 
but not the mere monotonous parallelism, the 
cycloidal composition, the eternal tautology, 
with which that favourite mould of Hebrew 
thought has so often been charged. (See a 
beautiful defence in Herder, ‘Geist von Hebr. 
Poes.’ Part 1. 1.) ‘Thus here—‘‘to observe 
His commandments” (v. 4) is much; “to 
observe His word” (v. 5) as one great whole 
is more, ie. not merely keeping the com- 
mandments in aet, but the word of Christ, 
one and indivisible. Again, the “love” in 
this verse is, in expression, an advance upon 
the “knowledge” -in the last. Well and 
briefly Grotius—'*He who not only observes 
the commandments but the word not only knows 
God but perfectly Joves Him. Love presup- 
poses knowledge.” For marked examples of this 
** accessional parallelism "in which each suc- 
cessive member of an antithesis is made to go 
beyond that which precedes, and the last rip- 
ple of thought always breaks highest up on 
the-beach, cf. i. 6, 7, il A, "5, (6-20) 10, ax? 
13, I4— 20, 27, 28, V. 18, 19. (See Introd. 
to the Epistle.) 

verily in this man his love of God is 
perfected] “The love of God,” i.e. his love 
toward God. ‘This is the general sense of the 
phrase in St John (see Gospel, v. 42; cf. xv. 
Io; I John ii. x5, iii, 17, v. 3). When 
God's love towards man is spoken of, either 
the context is different (1 John iv. 9), or some 
periphrastic expression is thrown in which 
determines the meaning (cf. *the love that 
God hath,” x John iv. 16). The verse has 
been explained away (mainly for the dogmatic 
purpose of opposing perfectionism) in two 
ways; either (1) by maintaining that **the love 
of God” here is God’s Jove to us; or (2) by 
joining the adv. * truly" immediately with 
the verb ‘‘ perfected ”—“ In such a man love 
is truly perfected, in deed and truth, not in 
mere name.” ‘The question must be decided 
by St John’s use of the word ‘to perfect.” 
See) Gospel; «iv? BA v. 7 36) SR 4, 833 
xix. 28; r John iv. r2, r7, 18. In speak- 
ing of “ perfection” the Apostle here, as often 
elsewhere, expresses an ideal standard. In 
proportion as we advance towards this ideal 
of a perfected, finished love towards God, 
«we know that we are in Him.” 

in him) in—study this little word which is 
so great. The force of in (èv), applied to 
separate, yet intimately connected personal 
existences, is strikingly illustrated by $t Luke, 
xi. 19, ‘if I zz (ev) Beelzebub.” “It has an 
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ought himself also so to walk, even 
as he walked. 

7 Brethren, I write no new com- 
mandment unto you, but an old com- 
mandment which ye had from the 


energetic sense. It signifies not only 5y 
autbority of Beelzebub, but by Beelzebub 
dwelling personally in Him," by a mutual 
inter-existence, so to speak, of one with the 


other. (Godet, «Comm. sur l'Év. de S. Luc,’ 
II. 74.) 


6. he that saith] as in v. 4, a notion of 
vaunting implied—‘ giving out.” Cf. Luke 
xxiii. 2 ad fin.; Acts v. 36, viii. 9. 

be abideth in him] One of those truly 
Johannic words, which he had caught from 
the lips of Christ. It signifies not only 
“abiding patiently,” or ** moral perseverance,” 
(Lücke), but vitally and mystically. It is the 
compression of John xv. r— 5; into a single 
word, and implies spiritual immanence, inter- 
penetration of life and spirit, ** No words (it 
has been truly said) expressive of the soul's 
union with God, can be pantheistic, unless 
they imply that the soul ceases to be, and 
becomes essentially one with God." : 

ought] is bound, lit. “is in debt” (dei- 
ex), is morally bound. 

is bound, even as He walked, so also 
himself to be walking. 

even as be] The pronoun here (éketvos) is 
constantly used by $t John in an exclusive 
sense, with a sort of tacit antithesis. “He, 
and He alone." It will be seen what meaning 
this gives to many passages in the Gospels 
(i. 18, 33, ii. 21—He who had the true 


secret; xiv. 26, ze. He shall teach you, 
in antithesis to Me who leave you; ix. 9,- 


i.e. Others said so-and-so, but he who knew 
best said, *I am he." Here it signifies—‘‘as 
He walked, and He alone." ‘The pronoun is 
reverential and reserved. Observe in v. 6, 
the contrast of zezse in speaking of Christ's 
walk, and the Christian's—'*is morally bound, 
as He made His one great life-walk, so also 
himself to walk continuously." The walk 
denotes the action of life, external and internal, 
wherever we are or turn on the path by which 
we must go. 'The word was used by our 
Lord metaphorically (John viii. 12, xii. 35), 
and from thence passed into the vocabu- 
lary of Christians (Acts xxi. 21; Eph. ii. 1o; 
` Col. iii. 7; Rom. vi. 4). May not St John 
with his subtle delicacy—in keeping with 
his constant practice throughout the Epistle 
—refer to the very word which he had used 
(with touching allusion to the homelessness 
of Jesus) historically in the Gospel—(1) of 
the Lord's life in Galilee (** Jesus walked in 
Galilee,” vi. 7) and in Judæa (xi. 54), and 
(2) of His disciples’ communion with Him 
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[v. 7, 8. 


beginning. The old commandment 
is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning. 

8 Again, a new commandment I 


write unto you, which thing is true 





(vi. 65)?  (Bretschn. well says of the word 
“to walk"—-'* After the Hebraistic usage it 
denotes, habitually being or dwelling in a par- 
ticular place or way of life. St John vii. z, 
xi. 54, in which passages there is also a refer- 
ence to the fact that Jesus taught as He went 
itinerating—ambulando docebat.) (See ‘Lex. 
M. N. T.’ s.v.) ‘The walk of Christ is the 
Christian's highest and only standard, and St 
John refers to that description of it, which 
he had traced for them. ‘The verse is another 
finger-post, pointing to St John's Gospel 
—another suggestion of a question which that 
Gospel only can answer.—‘‘ Even as He 
walked.” How did He walk? The answer is 
written at large in the Gospel. ‘The Christian 


‘life, as conceived by St John, is at once a 


continued humiliation (x John i. 9), and a 
continued aspiration (ii. 4). It utters itself 
in a long miserere (i. $—10)—for “true re- 
pentance must run through the state of holy 
living ” (Bp Taylor)—and in a long excelsior 
(ii. 6). The first is embodied in the daily 
General Confession, the second in the order 
of the Christian seasons. 


SECTION III. (D). «v. 7—11. 


73. Beloved] CE moir iy x; 7, ae 
** Brethren ” only occurs in this Epistle in iii, 
por 
I am writing zo fresh commandment| 
There are two words alike translated new in 
the A. V. (kawos, the word in this verse, and 
véos). Of these, the first (novus, nouveau) 
expresses that which is zeav in relation to 
quality, set over against and occupying the 
place of the outworn or effete (Heb. viii. 
8—13); the second (recens, neuf) expresses 
that which is new in relation to time. ‘The first 
denotes novelty, intellectual, ethical, spiritual, 
and may sometimes be rendered fresh; the 
second, novelty temporal and chronological. 
(See note Col. iii. ro.) St John is speaking 
of no single commandment, but of the one 
entire Gospel commandment. ‘The command- 
ment was in a sense old to those who had it 
so long; in a sense fresh and new, because it 
superseded and took the place of an older one. 


8. which thing is true im bim and in you] 
These difficult words are variously under- 
stood. (xr) Some refer the relative ** which” 
to the idea contained in the word new. “I 
am writing a new commandment unto you, 
which thing (i.e. new) it truly is” (d\nOés used 
adverbially), or ** which quality of newness it 
truly possesses in Christ and in you.” But 


y. 9—11.] 


in him and in you: because the 
darkness is past, and the true light 
now shineth. 

9 He that saith he is in the light, 
and hateth his brother, is in darkness 
even until now. 
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10 He that loveth his brother abi- 
deth in the light, and there is none 
occasion of stumbling in him. ie 

II But he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness, and walketh in dark- 
ness, and knoweth not whither he 








this is harsh, and opposed to St John's use 
of words, (2) Harsher still is another view, 
* Again, I am writing to you as (sub. ds) a 
new commandment, this thing (rovro) which 
is true,” «.7-A. (Knapp). (3) Rather vv. 7, 8 
may be thus explained naturally— Beloved 
(in bidding you walk as Christ walked, v. 6), I 
am writing to you not a fresh commandment, 
but an old commandment which ye have always 
had and held fast from the beginning of the 
Gospel. The commandment, that old com- 
mandment, is no isolated one, but the entire 
word which ye heard once for all, : Again, 
a fresh commandment I am writing unto you, 
which taken as a whole in its universality (6) 
is true, and of which you have attestation, 
partly in the example of Christ in the Gospel, 
partly in your own experience.” 

because| Some explain the connection— 
“which thing is true, is realized in this, that 
the darkness,” &c. 

is passing by] (Alford); *'is drifting 
by” (qapayerar). Two uncials (N A), possi- 
bly by a slip of the scribe, read “shadow” 
(ota). “The shadow passeth.” (Hammond.) 

the light, the very light] Not the 
true as opposed to the fals, but as op- 
posed to the imperfect—not veracity but 
realization—not harmony between word and 
thought, but embodiment of essential idea. 
The “very light," then, is that which cor- 
responds absolutely with the highest idea 
of light—which is all that light can be. It 
should be especially noted in St John that 
when a natural and a spiritual object are de- 
signated by one word, the last is always called 
very, while the material is considered but as 
the shadow and image. (i. 9, vi. 32, xv. 1.) 

enlighteneth, or is enlightening] St 
John does not use the middle, as generally in 


classical Greek, but the active—not shining’ 


so as to be recognized, but enlightening so as 
to dispel darkness; as in the Collect, ** Lighten 
our darkness.” Note the present, in act yet 
in continual progress. Cf. Gospel, i. 5. 


9. in the darkness] as his proper ele- 
ment, in exile from the light of God. His 
state is the contradiction of that mentioned in 
St John's Gospel, iii. 2x. When we consider 
the impression made upon the Apostle by the 
life of our Lord, and the tone in which he 
speaks of Judas staggering out into the dark- 
ness of night (“and it was night,” xiii. 30), it 
would seem as if then he fully realized the 
symbolical significance of darkness. 


hitherto] (fos dprv) used by St John 
only here, and Gospel, v. 17. 


10. there is none occasion of stumbling in bim] 
Lit. scandal in him there is not. Scan- 
dal (from a word meaning to halt) is used by 
LXX. forthe wood ina trap (Ps. cxl. 5; cf. Rom. 
xiv. 13; Rev. ii. 14); then a stumbling-block 
upon which one strikes his foot (Rom. ix. 33; 
1 Peter ii, 7, 8); thence, sin which entices our 
fellow-men to destruction. (Bretschn. See 
Additional Note at the end of the Chapter.) 


. The root of St John’s idea is in the Psalmist's 


words: 


“ Great peace have they who love thy law, 
And no stumbling have they.” 
(Ps. cxix. 165.) 


(1) They walk firmly and safely in the clear 
path of ditty. (2) They are not scazdalized, 
driven into scepticism, by the iniquity of the 
world or the defectsof men professedly religious. 
Their soul is rooted and grounded in love, and 
while they desire to reform all faults, yet hoping 
all things, enduring all things, they retain peace, 
inward and outward. (Estius.) The God of 
peace is with them, and does not allow their 
strength to stumble beneath the burden. (Neh. 
iv. ro.) (3) They are free from the **stum- 
bling of heart" (x S. xxv. 31), the paralysing 
wéakness which follows on the consciousness 
of having wronged, or of bearing ill-will to a 
brother." (Kay, ‘The Psalms,’ pp. 399, 400.) 
Neander well grasps the force of the passage. 
“ Whilst walking in the dark, we are in danger 
of stumbling at every step. When the road is 
lighted; we walk with confidence. So with 
the spiritual walk. Without light, we are 
always exposed to the danger of stumbling. 
But'the guiding light of the Christian walk is 
Love. Love communicates an exquisite tact 
which knows how to profit by every circum- 
stance of life, and to distinguish the right 
from wrong in every action and event. Love 
then gives security and withdraws us from 
the empire of passion and hatred, which dark- 
ens the judgment." 


11. Note the solemn and picturesque elo- 
quence of the accessional parallelism in this 
verse. The inner condition of him who hates 
his brother—'*is in darkness” (“the night 
has crept into his heart.” See quotation from 
Tennyson just below)—the .outward life— 
*walketh in darkness." (Cf. èv oxdres ĉia- 
mopevovtat, Ps. Ixxxii. 5, 6 dppov év core 
mopeverat, Eccles. ii. 14, with êv oxoria mepi- 
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goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded his eyes. 
12 I write unto you, little children, 


1. JOHN. It. 


[v. 12, 13. 


because your sins are forgiven you for 
his name’s sake. 
13 I write unto you, fathers, be- 








mareî in this verse.) He has lost his point 
of orientation—/e knoweth not whither be 
"goetb, to what unsurmised guilt and punish- 
ment. Something follows, worse than dark- 
ness above—the darkness has not only blinded 
him, but 4/inded bis very eyes once for all. He 
has lost the very faculty of sight! (Could the 
Apostle have thought of creatures who, in 
dark caverns, not only lose the faculty of 
sight, but have the visive organs atrophied?) A 
great living poet has presented the same image, 
applying it however not to sim but to sorrow: 
* But the night has crept into my heart, 

and begun to darken my eyes.” 
Tennyson, ‘ Ballads and other 

Poems. Rizpah.’ 


See remarks upon the occasional picturesque- 
ness of St John’s style in the Introduction. 
For his feeling of the symbolism. of night and 
darkness, cf. Gospel xiii. 30. The fall of 
Judas lies in the background ef the terrible 
picture. See note, supra, v. 9. Cf. also 
Matt. vi. 23. 


SECTION III. (c). vu. 12—17. 


« All that I write to you is intelligible to 
you and will be realized only under certain 
conditions which are fulfilled in your case. 
I write this epistle to you, dear children in 
the faith, because your sins having been 
blotted out are forgiven for His Name’s sake. 
I write it to you, fathers—because ye have 
known Him, the Eternal Word, who was 
from the beginning. I write it to you, youths 
—because ye have won a triumph and are 
victorious over the evil one. As with the 
whole epistle, so with what is written. I have 
written it to you, little children! because ye 
have known the Fatber; to you, fathers— 
because ye have known Him who was known 
to you from the beginning; to you, youths 
— because ye are strong, and the word 
of God abideth in you as the source of 
strength, and ye are victors over the evil one. 
Now here is my solemn warning: ‘Love 
not the world.’ If any man love the world, 
&c. For all that is in the world—I speak 
not physically, but morally—I mean, the lust 
whose seat is in the lower nature, the lust 
. which is fed through the eyes, and the vaunt- 
ing arrogance of life—has not its origin from 
the Father, but from the world. And the 
world is shifting and passing away, and the 
lust-which it excited; but the doer of the will 
of God abideth for ever.” 


12—14. ‘These verses will be made clearer 
by two remarks: (x) According to the read- 
ing commended by the majority of best MSS, 


and by the symmetry of the periods we have six 
clauses, divided by the different tenses of ypado 
—I am writing (ypapw), I have written (&- 
ypayra). Thus: 

i, I am writing unto you. 

(A) Children (rekvía). 
a. Fathers. 
2. Young men. 
i. I have written unto you. 
(B) Little children (sracdia). 
x. Fathers. 
2. Young men. 

The thrice-repeated *« I am writing” refers 
to the whole Epistle; the thrice-repeated ‘I 
have written " points to the portion of it which 
was already written, 

(2) The temptation of dividing the spiritual 
Efe into three ages, corresponding to childhood, 
youth, old age, has led many preachers and ex- 
positors into inaccuracy. (After St Augustine. 
* Children, fathers, youth are here, In 
children, we regard their 4irt+—in fathers, 
their .age—in young men, their strength.”) 
The first clause of each series is marked by a 
general address, which includes the old and the 
young—-'children? (v. 12), *'little children ” 
(v. r3). In each case, those who are 
universally called ‘‘children” in the first set 
of clauses, ** little children” in the second, are 
divided into #qwo classes, ‘‘ Fathers” and 
* Young men." ‘The verses might gain in 
impressiveness and clearness of representation 
by standing thus: 

I2. I am writing unto you, children! 
because your sins are forgiven for His name's 
sake. (13) lam writing unto you, fathers, 
because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I am writing unto you, young 
men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. 


I have written unto you, little children! 
because ye have known the Father. (x4)I 
have written unto you, fathers, because ye have 
known Him that is from the beginning. I have 
written unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

It certainly seems, at first sight, somewhat 
difficult to understand this importunate pro- 
lixity of affection. But the unusual form 
gives an emphasis of its own. All that he 
was about to write, or had written, would be 
practically meaningless unless they had re- 
ceived forgiveness and grace, and the faculty to 
embrace and understand it, All his spiritual 
children on entering into covenant with God . 
had had their sins forgiven, and been brought 
into “a state of salvation,” a permanent 
condition of acceptance, ‘The elder, as life 





qe 14 15.] 


cause ye have known him that i; 
from the beginning. I write unto 
you, young men, because ye have 
overcome the wicked one. I write 
unto you, little children, because ye 
have known the Father. 

14 I have written unto you, fa- 


I. JOHN. II. 


thers, because ye have known him 
tbat is from the beginning. I have 
written unto you, young men, be- 
cause ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one. 

Is Love not the world, neither 





went on, learned to know no theological 
novelty—no new ideological Christ—no tem- 
porary juxtaposition of an /Eon with a man 
of exceptional holiness—but the Everlasting 
which was from the beginning. ‘The young, 
confirmed in the faith, had within them 
a fountain of perennial youth and energy 
through the personal Word abiding in them. 
Here is another suggestion of a question only to 
be answered by the Gospel —*'The Word of 


God abideth in you." How so? St John 
XIV. 23. 
12. are forgiven] The verb is in the 


perfect (Winer, p. 294), expressing a per- 
manent state as the result of a past con- 
dition. In reference to the Christian life, 
and its general history, St Paul habitually 
uses the aorist, St John the perfect. (In one 
magnificent passage, St Paul combines his 
habitual baptismal aorist of the one great 
change with the Johannic perfect of the in- 
tended abiding result. **'T'he old things passed 
away, all things have become and conse- 
quently are new.” 2 Cor. v.17.) St Paul 
employs the aorist in its strictest aoristic sense 
of the great spiritual change as summed up 
in one act—“ potentially to all men in our 
Lord's Passion and Resurrection; actually to 
eich individual man when he accepts Christ, 
is baptized into Christ” (Bishop Lightfoot, 
‘Revision,’ pp. 84, 85). St John by the perf. 
binds the present with the past, and speaks of 
the abiding result of the past in the present. 

Jor His name’s sake) His—see oni. 5. On 
“the name" see on 3 John 7. ‘Note that 
confidence in remission of sins is a help, not 
an impediment, to piety and the fear of God.” 
(Calv.) 


13. have knowledge of Him that is 
from the Beginning] ‘The “have know- 
ledge” is not an allusion to a personal know- 
ledge of Christ on earth among the aged 
believers, * He that is from the beginning " 
is not here the Ancient of days, the eternal 
Father. (This interpretation arose from a 
sentimental concinnity between the *' fathers" 
and the Fatherhood of God.) It must mean, 
therefore, one of two things: either, (1) ‘‘ye 
have knowledge of the old Christ, whom ye 
have known from the beginning of your 
Christian experience?" (the somewhat super- 
- ficial interpretation of Macknight and others); 
or (2) most probab]y—‘‘the eternal Pre-ex- 
istent Christ, who was from the beginning " 





—* Christ, new in His Flesh, ancient in His 
Divinity—Begotten by the Eternal Father, 
from eternity, in eternity. Exod. iii. r4; 
Psal. Ix. 3; St John i. 5.” (St August. ‘In 
Epist. Joann. ‘Tract. Ix. Cap. ii. 5. Opp. 
Tom. rn. Pro. 1992.) Cf. 1 John i, 1, and 
note on “from the beginning.” ‘+ Ye have 
known the Person who was from the begin- 
ning, who has existed from eternity. ‘The 
text is another of those which affirm the 
eternal pre-existence of Christ, and harmo- 
nizes exactly with the language of St John in 
the exordium of his Gospel.” (Bp Middleton, 
* Greek Article,’ p. 440.) 


14. Note again the addition, the acces- 
sional parallelism in—“ ye are strong, and the 
Word of God abideth in you" (v. 14)—com- 
pared with the simple “have overcome the 
wicked one" (v. 13). For the Word of God 
here being the living Personal Lord, cf. infra 
iv. 4; John xiv. 18, 23, xv. s. Consider the 
advance upon Ps. cxix. 9. The thought of 
the indwelling of Christ in the heart is also the 
ground of the exhortation in x Pet. iii. r4. 
Some modern writers represent the Holy 
‘Trinity as simply three manifestations of God 
—the Father God in nature, the Son God in 
history, the Holy Ghost God in conscience. 
But Scripture does not represent the Father 
exclusively as God in nature. (Ps. civ. 3; 
Col. i. 16.) Nor again (as we see in this 
verse), the heart or conscience as the sole and 
exclusive domain of the Holy Spirit. 


15,16, 17. A warning against the love of 
the world, (For the world, see above on v. 2. 
The world here is used in the second of the 
senses there indicated.) ‘That sinfulness 
which is dominant in the whole race of man ; 
that collective common life of sin, depending 
on spiritual contagion and example, which 
then ruled supreme in the earthly order, and 
corrupted it to the heart's core—that Jesus 
summed up under the name of the world.” 
(Dollinger, ‘ First Age of the Church,’ I. 28.) 
St John in his strongest prohibitions never 
runs into fanatical excess. ‘All that is in 
the world” without the appositional qualifi- © 
cation (**the lust of the flesh”) might justify 
the extremest spirit of monasticism, It is not 
of material things, but of worldly lusts that St 
John affirms that they are not from the Father. 
There is deep truth in Augustine’s remark— 
** By the world is signified not only the fabric 
which God hath made of heaven and earth and 
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the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that. ;s in the world, 





sea; but the dwellers in the world are called 
the world, as both the walls and their in- 
habitants are called the house. Sometimes we 
praise the house, and censure its inhabitants. 
All lovers of the world, because they inhabit 
the world by their love of it, are called the 
world.” 

There are żwo reasons given by St John for 
this admonition. 

i. “If any love the world, the love 
towards the Father (see on v. 5, supra) 
is not in him." 

This is the application of the law of human 
nature that two master-passions cannot co-exist 
in one man (cf. Chalmers! Sermon, with the 
profound and suggestive title *On the ex- 
pulsive power of a new affection’), ‘Shut 
out the evil love of the world, that thou 
mayest be filled with the love of God. ‘Thou 
art a vessel, but so far thou art filled—Pour 
out that which thou hast, that thou mayest 
receive that which thou hast not.” (St. 
August. ut supra, 1994.) 

ii. The fleeting character of the world, its 
irremediable transitoriness. The world is 
passing away, drifting by in ceaseless 
change (v. 17). 

No Christian teacher has more deeply under- 
stood these words than St Augustine. ‘‘ Let 
us not love those things which are in the 
world." St John adds this to ** Love not the 
world," lest any should reason in this way: 
* Heaven, earth, ocean, moon and stars, the 
ornaments of the sky, are in the world. God 
made them, why should I not love that which 
God hath made?" Well, God forbids not 
that thou shouldest love them, but that thou 
shouldest love them so as to find thy bliss in 
them. It is as if a spouse should give his 
betrothed a fair and precious ring. And if she 
should love the gift more than the giver, would 
not her heart be convicted of unfaithfulness, 
even though that which she loved were her 
lover’s gift? If she said—‘‘his fair gifts are 
enough for me, I care not to see his face"— 
where were her love? The spouse bestows 
the gift to this end, that 4e may be loved iz 
it.” (‘In Epist. Joann.’ Tom, 111. P.2. 1995.) 


16. the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life) Not merely 
voluptuousness, covetousness, ambition, aS in 
old systems of moral theology. We cannot 
always fit the language of St John more espe- 
cially into the pigeon-holes of modern termi- 
nology. We lose more in truth and depth 
than we gain in deceptive clearness, by trans- 
lating language which is spiritual and mystical 


I. JOHN. II. 


[v. 16. 


the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. 





into the apparently more precise and definite 
language of modern moral philosophy. 

the lust of the flesh) ‘The act of desiring, 
and that which is desired, run up into one. 
(For lust of flesh, cf. Gal. v. 16—24 ; Ephes. 
ii. 3; 2 Pet. ii. 18.) It is a general term for 
all the propensities which objects presented to 
our senses have a tendency to awaken. In St 
Paul, St John, and St Peter, it generally sig- 
nifies the animality of man, as the natural 
“fountain,” or *hearth," or ‘‘seat,” of appetites 
in the bad sense—(fomes)—human nature 
so far as it is animal and instinctive, un- 
renewed by the gift of the indwelling Spirit, 
unregulated by the Divine law, and lusting 
against that law.  'To this is constantly 
opposed the nature of man, transformed and 
instrengthened by the Holy Spirit, and thus 
elevated into the wider sphere of true reason 
(Rom. vi. 19, vii. 18, 25, vili. I, 3, 5, 6, 7, 
13; Gal v. 8, 16, 17; Ephes. ii. 3; Col. ii. 
18; 2 Pet. ii. 18). See dissertation in Introd. 
to Romans. 

Jesh) Note the careful distinction between 
flesh and body in Scriptural language. See 
notes on Rom. vii. and viii. and on Col. ii. 18. 

of the eyes| desire so far as it is conveyed 
by the movement of the eyes. ‘The sins of 
envy and voluptuousness are connected with 
the eye in the New Testament (Mark vii. 22 ; 
2 Pet. ii. iq). It may well be that St John 
was thinking, in part at least, of the san- 
guinary and voluptuous fascination of the 
circus and theatre, of which the history of the 
Church contains a striking examplein Alypius 
(St August. * Confess."). f 

arrogancy of living] The word here 
translated /ife is not that which almost uni- 
versally in Scripture denotes higher life, but a 
different word (8ios), which means the organic 
life; the period of time during which we pre- 
serve it; and that which belongs to its prolon- 
gation of pleasurable enjoyment. (See infra, 
iii. 17.) Sometimes all this is summed up in 
riches. Pride (dXa(ove(a, lit. the character of 
an dAa(óv)—a word which in classical Greek 
has almost a notion of gasconade and impos- 
ture (Arist. ‘Ethic. Nic.’ IV. 7, 11) y favice used 
in New Testament (James iv. 16, and here). 
The phrase is variously translated and under- 
stood. (‘Secular ambition,” St Aug. ; ‘‘ar- 
rogant and self-assuming pomp,” Beng. ; 
* swelling pride and phantasy of life,” Chry- 
sost.; ‘‘ desire of boastful display in the con- 
duct of life" Ebrard; “vanity, love of 
display, deliberate self-seeking," Neand.) It 
has been remarked that **the pride of life" is, 
as it were, projected outward, and set in a 


v. 17, 18.] 


17 And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
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18 Little children, it is the last 
time : and as ye have heard that anti- 
christ shall come, even now are there 





material framework in the gorgeous descrip- 
tion of the “merchandise” of Babylon in 
Apoc. xvii. rr—r4— On these three ànti- 
spiritual principles. ‘The lust of the flesh 
has the lust of the eyes as a subtle form of 
itself, and attains its culmination in the 
pride of life" (Düsterd). ‘St John indi- 
cates three special forms, under which the 
worldly spirit which he attacks is revealed ; 
(1) carnal desires, (2) desires awakened in the 
soul by the objects of sight, (3) vanity, love of 
éclat, deliberate self-seeking. ‘Thus, satisfaction 
of sensual desires, love of pleasures, and pride, 
are the three principal forms of the worldly 
spirit, here signalized by St John" (Neander). 
Of all that has been written on this verse, three 
passages may be selected for reference: one, 
among the most vivid and interesting of 
ancient theology, almost a treatise on the 
whole subject, and specially on the lust of the 
eyes, in St August. (‘Confess.’ X. 55) ; an- 
other, valuable for its application to our 
Lord's threefold "Temptation, in Dr Mill * On 
the ‘Temptation,’ pp. 60—8;, 86; the third, 
Bossuet, * Traité de la Concupiscence— Expos. 
de x Joann. ii, 15, 17.’ 

is not from the Father, but from 
the world it is. [See Additional Note.] 


17. And the world is passing by, 
and the lust of it, For passing by, 
see on v. 8 supra. ‘The thought of the 
passing by of the world’s shifting scene lay 
very deep in the heart of primitive Chris- 
tianity (cf. r Cor. vii. 31). All higher spirits, 
indeed, recur to this in their truest moments. 
Even Goethe, that ** pagan in Christendom,” 
cried, ‘‘ Die Gestalt dieser Welt vergeht ; und 
ich möchte mich nun mit dem beschäftigen, 
was bleibende Verhältnisse sind.” ‘The 
Sashion of the world passeth away; and I 
would fain occupy myself only with the 
abiding” (‘A French Critic on Goethe.’ 
‘Quarterly Review,’ Jan. 1878, p. 163). 
“The current of things temporal sweeps 
along; but like a tree over that stream has 
arisen our Lord Jesus Christ. He willed to 
plant Himself, as it were, over the river. Are 
you whirled along by the current? Lay hold 
upon the wood. Does the love of the world 
roll you along in its course? Lay hold upon 
Chris. For you He became temporal, that 
you might become eternal; for He was so 
made temporal as to remain eternal.” (St 
August. ut supra.) 

but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever| ‘There is slight authority for the very 
striking addition in some Fathers of the Latin 
Church, “even as God also abideth for ever.” 
Theworld passeth away, and the pleasure which 


has the world for its object is as evanescent 
as that object. But “he who continues doing 
the will of God " is * not accessible to earthly 
vicissitudes; for him death does not exist. 
He is partaker of a life of unchanging happi- 
ness, which will only attain its complete 
development when earth, with its life and 
riches, shall have passed away" (Neander). 
** Join thy heart to the eternity of God, and 
thou shalt be eternal with Him" (St Aug.). 


SECTION IV. ii, 18—28. 
* Dear children! I have spoken of the 
world's unabiding character. Well, its 


last fixed period now is, and as ye have 
heard of Antichrist’s solemn predestinated 
entrance upon the stage of history, so, as it 
is, many Antichrists have come into existence, 
and are now, From whence we practically 
know that it is the last period. They went 
out from us, but they were not of us. Had 
they been of us, which they were not, they 
wouid certainly have remained continuously 
with us. They went out that they might 
shew once for all that they are not all of us. 
Ye on the other hand have nothing from Anti- 
christ; ye reall have and hold a chrism 
from Christ the Holy One of God, and con- 
sequently know all that ye need know on 
this. Why then, it may be said, do you write? 
I have not written to you because ye have not 
learned and do not know the truth, but because 
ye know it, and that no lie is of the Truth. 
Who is the liar, unless we conceive it to be 
he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? "The 
Antichrist is this, the denier of the Father 
and the Son. And remember every denier of 
the Son hath not the Father, while he who 
confesses the Son hath the Fatheralso. Ye 
then—that which ye once heard from the 
beginning, let it abide in you—if that which 
ye heard, and nothing else, abide in you, ye 
too shall abide in the Son and in the Father. 
And to encourage you to remain—this is the 
promise which He promised, eternal life. 
‘These things that precede I have written to 
you, concerning those who would deceive 
you. And ye—the chrism which ye have once 
received abides in you, and ye have no lack to 
need that any such as I should be teaching 
you, but as His chrism is your teacher and is 
true,.and is not a lie, and as it once taught 
you, so shall ye abide in it. And now, dear 
ones, abide in Him, that when He be mani- 
fested we may have boldness, and not be 
ashamed before Him when He comes." 


18. Little children, it is the last hour (dpa)] 
Period (xpóvos, time in reference to dura- 
tion, or chronological succession ; ka«pós, time in 
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many antichrists ; whereby we know 
that it is the last time. 

I9 They went out from us, but 
they were not of us; for if they 
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[v. 19. 


had been of us, they would ze doubt 
have continued with us: but they 
went out, that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us. 





reference to events, or historical adaptation ; 
dpa, time (generally brief) in reference to 
Jixed date, chronologically assigned limit of 
human or Divine purpose). It will be ob- 
served here, again, that we have **a root below 
the stream.” ‘The connection lies in the sub- 
stance of the thought. St John has been 
speaking of the drifting by of the world. 
Hence he proceeds to speak of ‘‘the last 
hour. ‘ That last hour is long; yet it is the 
last. The “root below the stream” is keenly 
seen by St Augustine: * Some might pro- 
bably say—how is it the last time, the last 
hour? Certainly Antichrist must first come, 
and then the day of Judgment. John saw 
their thoughts: lest they should become secure, 
and suppose that it was not the last hour, 
because Antichrist was to come, he adds, 
v. 18—Could that hour have many Anti- 
christs, if it were not the last?" (St August. 
ut supra, 1998.) 

heard] A lesson taught by Christ Himself 
(Matt. xxiv. 24; John v. 43, ‘‘another” who 
* shall come in his own name”) and by His 
Apostles (Acts xx. 29, 30; 2 Thess. ii. 3 (see 
note there); 2 Cor. xi. 4; I Tim. iv r). 

antichrist] This word is absolutely peculiar 
to St John. ‘The general use of dvrí (contra) 
and the meaning of the similarly formed word 
dvrideos (St Just. M. ‘Quest. et Resp.” q. 103, 
P. 463) lead to the conclusion that the term 
means ‘adversary of Messiah.” ‘The Jews 
derived their conception from Daniel vil. 25, 
viii. 25, xi. 36 ; Ezek. xxxviii.—ix. The name 
was probably formed by St John. It was 
believed by the Jews that Antichrist would 
appear immediately before the advent of 
Christ. (See references in Grimm and 
Bietsthn; 4 v.) “Cf. inf. v; 22, Tv. 35^ 2 
John 7. Our Lord mentioned ‘‘ pseudo- 
Christs” as a sign (Matt. xxiv. 24). St 
Paul gave a solemn warning to the very 
Churches which St John now specially ad- 
dressed (Acts xx. 29). St John saw these 
principles and the men who embodied them in 
full action, and it was an indication for him 
of “the last period.” So far Christians had 
only learnt in general to expect the personal 
appearance of one great enemy of Christ, the 
. Antichrist (ye have heard that Antichrist 
cometh). In his Epistle St John gives solemn 
warning that those heretics who denied the 
God-Man were not merely precursors of Anti- 
christ, but impersonations of the Antichris- 
tian principle—each of them in a true sense an 
Antichrist. The term is used by no other 
sacred writer, by St John himself only five 
times (x John ii. 18, twice; ii. 22, iv. 35 2 


John 7), and that specifically to characterize 
heresy denying the Incarnation, Person, and 
dignity of Christ as God-Man.  Antichrist is 
«the liar;” his spirit and teaching is a lie pure 
and simple. ‘The ove Antichrist, whose coming 
was stamped into the living tradition of the 
early Church, and of whom believers had 
necessarily ‘‘heard,” is clearly distinguished 
from many who were already in existence, 
and were closely connected with him in spirit 
(x John ii. 18, 22, 26, iv. 3, 6; 2 John v. 7). 
Probably St John expected the chief Anti- 
christ, the * theological antagonist of Christ,” 
before the Personal Advent. In 2 Thess. ii. 
we find the same idea of a singular individual 
of pre-eminent wickedness, while St Paul does 
not call the ** Man of Sin” Antichrist. [See 
note on 2 Thess. ii. 3.] In the Apoc. we have 
a delineation of an Antichristian power (xiii.— 
xvii.); in St Paul and in St John’s Epp. of the 
*eximious Antichristian person.” (H. More, 
‘Theol. Works,’ 552.) 

cometh] There is solemnity and elevation 
in the word. It denotes a solemn predes- 
tined entrance of any great messenger of God, 
or representative of an idea, upon the stage 
of history. It is the almost technical term for 
Christ's appearing (Gospel, iv. 25, xii. 27. 
Cf. Matt. x. 34, 35, Xi. 3; Luke vil. 20, xvii. 
20, of the Kingdom of God). Hence, it is 
applied to the Man of Sin or Antichrist, and 
well brings out the parody of Christ. Cf. 
john v. 43, x. 8; 2 Cor. xi. 4; 2 Thess. ii. 3. 
See more especially notes on the. elaborate 
parody of Christ by the Man of Sin. 

so now] corresponding to as in as ye have 
beard. 

many antichrists are in existence] 
they have come into existence, and are. See 
Additional Note, [x John iv. 3.] Cf. for the 
thought, and that with special reference to 
Ephesus and the other Churches of Asia 
Minor, Acts xx. 29, 30 (Matt. xxiv. 24). 
Note that St John speaks of Antichrists newly 
risen up ; for the importance of this as bearing 
upon the polemical object of the Epistle, see 
Introd. on the polemical aspects of St John's 
first Epistle. 


19. They went out from us| Cf. “certain 
which went out from us,” Acts xv. 24. 

But they were not of us, for if 
they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us. On èé, denoting em- 
phatically origin from the very centre and 
essence of anything, see note on zr Thess. 
ii. 6. The zo doubt of the A.V. is better 
omitted. The meaning is, “had they been 


v. 20—23.] 


20 But ye have unction from the 
Holy One, and ye know all things. 

21 I have not written unto you 
because ye know not the truth, but 
because ye know it, and that no lie 
is of the truth. 

22 Who is a liar but he that de- 
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nieth that Jesus is the Christ? He 
is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son. 

23 Whosoever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father: [but] 
he that acknowledgeth the Son hath 
the Father also. 





from us, which they were not, they would 
have continued with us, «ubicb they did not.” 
“ They would certainly have continued com- 
munion with us” (Hammond). ‘See from 
this that many who are not from us receive 
Sacraments with us...they receive Baptism 
with us; they receive in common of the very 
altar, and are not from us” (ur supra, 1699). 
See Additional Note. 
that all are not of us (Alford). 


20. ye have.. from] Signifies having some- 
thing received from another, as its author and 
giver (Bretschn.). 

unction or chrism] (ypicya), allusively 
to Christ and Antichrist. ** Ye are not of An- 
tichrist! ye have chrism from the Christ, the 
Holy Spirit proceeding from the Holy One.” 
‘This spiritual unction is the Holy Spirit 
Himself” (St August). “The Holy Spirit 
is called and is unction and seal" (St Athan. 
* Epist. 111. ad Serap.’ ‘Opp. Dogmat. Select.’ 
Edd. Thilo, 768). For “the oil of holy 
ointment” (ypicua dyov) see Exod. xxx. 25 
LXX.; cf. Ps. cxxxiii. 2 sqq. Oi/ denotes 
the Holy Spirit in Scripture. Remark the 
prohibition of oil and frankincense with sin- 
offering (Levit. v. 11)—the frankincense as 
symbolising acceptable prayer (Levit. vi. 15; 
John ix. 31), oi/ as denoting the Spirit of joy 
and freedom (Ps. li. 12)—to indicate that sin 
and the Holy Ghost are mutually exclusive. 
(See Hengst. on ‘Sacrifices,’ p. 385.) We 
are Christians as anointed by the Holy Spirit 
(2 Cor. i. 21; cf. 1 Chro. xvi. 22). It should 
be noticed that while St John does not here 
mention the Holy Ghost directly, he begins 
the subject in a form peculiarly his own. For 
it is common with him, before introducing 
some great topics, to prepare the way by allu- 
sive hints, delicately playing round a subject 
which is to be more fully handled presently. 
E.g. ‘the birth from God,” introduced x John 
ii. 29, is expanded iii, 9; “confidence” intro- 
duced ii. 21 38 expanded v.14. ‘The symboli- 
cal unction in this place is a prelude to the 
fuller music of the Veni, Creator Spiritus, infra 
lil. 24, iv. 13, V. 6. ‘Antichrist shall not lay 
his disanointing hand upon you. You have 
and hold chrism from Christ, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost." [Hence chrism was used at a 
very early period in connection with baptism 
and confirmation. Bingham, ‘ Antiquities,’ 1. 
462, 514, 565.] 

the Holy One] i.e. Christ, according to New 


New Test. —Vor. IV, 


Testament usage. Cf. Mark i. 24; Luke i. 
35, iv. 34; Acts iii. 14; Rev. iii. 7. 

Je know all tbings] Reference of suggestion 
to John xiv. 26. It must be remembered 
that science and revelation are two different 
spheres. The Apostle’s assertion points to 
the Saviour's promise, and, like it, is limited 
to the last. For St John, in his inspired 
writings, there is nothing in the way of 
** work, device, knowledge, or wisdom” out- 
side the margin of God's kingdom. 


21. "The connection here is supplied by an 
objection, which occurs to St John's mind as 
likely to be felt by those to whom he wrote. 
“ If we thus realize our Lord's promise, re- 
corded in the Gospel, and know all things, 
why do you write? Not because you have 
not learned, or do not know the truth, but 
just because you know it ! ? 

that every lie is not of the Truth. 
It has been suggested that the őrı, thrice 
repeated in this short verse, is that of 
quotation. (The quotational ri (ór« recita- 
irvum) is frequent in St Mark. See iii. 21, 
xvi ir.) “I have not written this—ye 
know not the truth’—but z5—'ye know 
it'—and ¢his finally—‘every lie is not from 
the truth." It may be noted that St John's 
sternly severe view of truth makes it certain 
that he would have shrunk with horror from 
the manufacture of discourses dramatically 
put in the mouth of our Lord, or from any 
false or highly-coloured representation of His 
work. Cf. Apoc. xxii. 15. 

of the Truth. Cf. iii r9 with Gos- 
pel, xviii. 37. 


22. Who is the liar, but &c. 

The Antichrist is this, he that 
denieth the Father and the Son. 

the liar. «Something more is meant thar 
‘a liar.’ The context leaves no doubt that 
‘the liar’ is the same with the Antichrist fol- 
lowing” (Bp Middleton, p. 440). 

that Jesus is tbe Christ] ** Jesus has one 
signification, Christ another: though Jesus 
Christ our Saviour is one, Jesus is His 
proper name, As Moses, Elias, Abraham, is 
called each by his own name, so our Lord 
Jesus has that as His own proper name; but 
Christ is the name of His offices." (St August. 
ut supra, 2002.) 


23. The words bracketed in A. V. should 
be retained here for two reasons. (x) The 
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24. Let that therefore abide in you, 
which ye have heard from the begin- 
ning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning shall remain in 
you, ye also shall continue in the 
Son, and in the Father. 

25 And this is the promise that he 
hath promised us, evez eternal life. 

26 These things have I written 
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[v. 24—27. 


unto you concerfling them that se- 
duce you. 

27 But the anointing which ye 
have received of him abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach 
you: but as the same anointing 
teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 
taught you, ye shall abide in "him. 








preponderance of witnesses, uncials and other 
MSS. (A, B, C, N, Cod. Amiat.). (2) The 
accordance with St John's style, who delights 
in repeating his weightiest thoughts in one 
peculiar form, ze. first positively, then nega- 
tively (i. 5, 8, ii. 4, lii, 6, iv. 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 
Y. 1$). 

he that confesseth the Son, &c.] 
Modern Rationalism and the so-called ‘spiri- 
tual philosophy’ of Deism are proofs not 
less truly than Judaism of the truth of this 
oracle. These systems, expounded with 
touching eloquence and consummate ability, 
desire to give up the historical Christ, and 
to cling to the idea of the Father. In com- 
mon with Judaism, they reject the worship 
of Christ, professedly out of reverence for 
the Father. But, by a necessary process of 
thought, the rationalist and spiritual Schools 
are constantly being absorbed in atheism or 
pantheism. God, opposed to Christ, is not 
the Father, the living God; He becomes 
a metaphysical abstraction, alternately ex- 
panded into the monstrous God who is all, 
or diluted into the shadowy God who is no- 
thing. When Voltaire, rapt into momentary 
enthusiasm by a sunset upon the Alps, exclaimed 
** God the Father! I adore Thee,” and then, 
as if ashamed, added a disclaimer of worship 
of the Son, he furnished, however unwillingly, 
one other exemplification to this text. It 
is the expression of true Christian Theism 
against Judaism, Deism, and Mahommedan- 
ism. Cf. especially the thought in x Pet. i. 21. 


24. That which ye heard from the 
beginning let it abide in you; if that 
which ye heard from the beginning 
abide in you, ye also shall abide in 
the Son and in the Father. 

In the A. V. we have three different words 
(abide, remain, continue) for the same Greek 
word. On ‘abide” see note supra, v. 6. 
abide in the Son. The truly Jobagnic idea 
—in the Son (xiv. 19, 20, XV. 4, 7; I John 
il. 5, 6, 24, 28, ili. 24, v. 20), is also truly 
Pauline. See on the mystical meaning of èv, 
note on I Thess. i. xr, and Rom. viii. x (111. 
146 and 707). Cf. also x Pet. v. 14. 

25. And (to encourage) this is the 
promise that He promised us, even 
the eternal life. 

be] See oni. s. 


l Or, zz. 





the promise] See on i. 4 (the word evay- 
y4ov occurs nowhere in St John). 

the eternal life. For the accus. here 
as “an apposition comprehended in a relative 
clause," see Winer, p. 552. 


26. These things] i.e. those which go be- 
fore. See note on i. 4. 

them that seduce you] are for mislead- 
ing you. Cf.i.8. 


27. And ye—the unction which ye 
received from Him abideth in you, 
and ye have no need that any man be 
teachiug you; but as His unction is 
teaching you concerning all things, 
and is true, and is not a lie, and as 
it taught you, so shall ye abide in 
Him. 

His unction or chrism, i.e. the Holy 
Spirit (Athanas.). For the strength and joy 
of this cf. Ps. xcii. ro. ** The same anointing ” 
(A.V.) (rò aùrò xpicua) (A, B, approved 
by Bengel, Lücke, Huther, Lachmann, Bp 
Wordsworth). So quoted by St Athanas. 
(* Epist. 1. ad Serap.’ 23). His unction (rò 
avrov xpiopa) (C, N, Cod. Amiat. (unctio 
ejus), approved by ‘Tisch. and Reiche. The 
latter critic gives the following reasons in its 
favour. 

i. The word Hi; is of importance in the 
argument. It brings out the efficacy of the 
unction as Divine. 

ii. The marked advance of thought in St 
John’s usual manner. The expression shews 
the relation of the Holy Spirit to Christ as 
His Spirit more essentially and dogmatically 
than ‘‘ye have an unction from the Holy 
One" (v. 20), or **the anointing which ye 
have received of Him" in the earlier part of 
the present verse. The copyists might nof 
have thought ‘His unction” a very intel- 
ligible or even reverent expression. 

all things| See note on v. 20. - 

and is true] **'That is, the Spirit of God 
Himself who teaches men cannot lie.” (St 
August.) 

as it hath taught] taught once for all. 

ye shall abide) ‘The imp. abide ye has very 
considerable support (A, B, C, N, Cod. Amiat., 
manete in Eo—approved by Diist., Huth., 
Lach., Bengel, Lücke, Tisch.). Reiche pre- 
fers the fut., (1) from v. 25, where the language 
is not of command but of hope and blessed 


= 


v. 28.] 


28 And now, little children, abide 
in him; that, when he shall appear, 
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we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. 





augury; (2) there is a subtle beauty in the 
change from v. 27 to v. 28—* ye shall abide 
in Him" (v. 27)— well, then, children! do 
abide in Him" (v. 28). So, in the inverse 
order in v. 24, “ let that which ye have heard 
abide in you...ye also shall abide? &c. 

as His unction is teaching you con- 
cerning all things...and as it taught 
you. ‘As the Spirit excites the whole spi- 
ritual life, so He exercises an influence upon 
the power of spiritual knowledge" (Olsh.). 
These words have an important controversial 
and practical bearing. (1) Development 
through a continuous revelation by an in- 
fallible organization, or by an individual human 
being, is, to say the least, ignored. The lan- 
guage is such as surely could not have been 
used by any one who held that view even 
implicitly. (2) We may cite two passages 
from two spiritual teachers in different ages. 
(a) “ The sound of our words strikes on the 
ear; the Teacher is within. I, for my part, have 
spoken to all of you :—but they to whom the 
unction within speaketh not—whom the Spirit 
within teacheth not, go away untaught. There 
are certain appointed outward offices and 
administrations for our behoof. The ‘Teacher 
in the heart hath His chair in Heaven" (St 


Aug.). (4) “ Persons deprived of all human - 


aid often advance the work of sanctification 
more by continually renouncing themselves in 
order to follow the impulse of the Holy 
Ghost than by all the precepts and methods 
of masters of the spiritual life. The Holy 
Spirit, who dwells in a justified soul, is a 
great director, when we are willing to listen and 
know how to hear Him. His anointing teach- 
eth you of all things” (Lombez, * Paix Int.’). 


28. little children] children. See note, 
Supra, i. I. 

confidence.. ashamed] Opposed, as in Phil. 
i, 20. (See Prov. xiii. 5, LXX.) TMappnoia 
is literally “ liberty of speech to speak out all 
we think." Itwas the almost technical word 
used by Athenians of their privilege as citi- 
zens. Eurip. ‘ Hipp. 442; Plat. ‘Rep.’ 557. 
[“Right of free speech is the badge, the 
privilege, of the servant of Christ. See espe- 
cially 2 Cor. iii 12.” Bishop Lightfoot, 
‘Philippians,’ p. 89.] “Confidence in the 
original denotes the entire freedom with 
which we unburden, in presence of an inti- 
mate friend, all which can weigh upon our 
heart? (Neander). 

not be ashamed at his coming] In (èv) with 
a subst. after defines a term of time. Here, 
when He shall have come—'' when the 
last trump shall sound" (x Cor. xv. 52)— 
‘in them is filled up the wrath of God,” 
i.e. when they (the plagues) shall have finished 
(Rev. xv. 1). 


coming | The technical term for the coming 
of Christ, 2 Thess. ii. 8 (and of the Man of 
Sin as His unholy caricature and counter- 
part). This verse and the following are 
of very high dogmatic importance, because 
they prove the unity of Apostolic teaching 
upon eschatology, and shew that the notion 
of a visible, exterior, historical advent is zot 
* foreign from and unknown to St John,” 
or inconsistent with his idealizing mould of 
thought. (See Meyer on St John’s Gospel, 
XX1. 22, 23.) 

not be asbamed before bim] (aicyuvOdpev 
dam’ avrod.) A Hebraism. The verb “to be 
ashamed” (7^3, to grow pale, to change 
colour for shame) is translated by LXX. as 
in the text (Jer. ii. 36, xlviii. 13). 


SECTION V. ii, 29—iii, 9. 


“If ye know (theoretically or Scientifically) 
that He is righteous, ye know (practically) 
that every one who doeth righteousness has 
been born of Him, and continues to be His 
child. We may well dwell upon this Sonship 
as regards the present and the future. 

** As regards the present. Behold! of what 
marvellous love the Father is a giver to us, 
that we should be, and be owned to be, the 
children of God. For the very reason that we 
are such, the world has no real knowledge of 
us, because it has not taken knowledge of Him. 

* As regards the future. As it is, we are 
children of God, and what we shall be is not 
yet manifested once for all. We know that 
when that (i.e. ‘what we shall be’) may have 
been manifested we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is. And this is a very 
practical truth, Every one who holds and 
cleaves to this hope reposed in God is per- 
petually purifying himself even as He, Christ, 
is pure. 

‘This is no unnecessary teaching. ‘There is 
no charm by which subjective sin ceases to be 
sin objective, by which the intrinsic character 
of actions is transformed in virtue of those who 
perform them. Every doer of sin is a doer of 
transgression. There may be a formal differ- 
ence, there is an essential identity between 
them. Ye know that He has been once mani- 
fested for the very purpose of removing the 
guilt and power of sin, and speck or stain of 
sin in Him there is not. Every one vitally 
abiding in Him is therefore no habitual sinner. 
Every such habitual sinner has no true his- 
torical knowledge and insight into His cha- 
racter, much less has he inner knowledge and 
love of Him. 

** Dear sons, there are deceivers abroad. 

“Let no man deceive you. He that doeth 
righteousness is righteous even as He is 
righteous. The sin-doer is of the devil, for 
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1 Or, know 


ye. 


3 


D 


4 
29 If ye know that he is right- 


eous, 'ye know that every one 
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[v. 29. 


that doeth righteousness is born of 
him. 





the devil from the beginning of the world 
keeps on sinning ; he does the devil's works. 
And how can he-be on Christ's side, who 
does the very works which He has become 
incarnate for the purpose of destroying? No, 
he who having been born of God continues 
such, is no doer and worker of sin; because 
God's holy seed (i.e. His children) continues 
in abiding vital union with Him (v. 6), and 
it cannot continue in sin, because having been 
born of God it continues in that blessed 
condition." 


29. If ye know that he is righteous, 
ye are aware that every one doing 
righteousness is born from him. 

If ye know | theoretically. 

ye are aware, practically. 

doing righteousness. The part. pres. 
denotes the course, or tendency, in which a 
man continuously and determinately perse- 
veres. Of the two verbs translated do in 
A. V. that which is here used (zroióv) is most 
appropriate to doing good, i.e. effective reali- 
zation, abiding product. 

righteousness | Righteous, righteousness, with 
St John denotes moral rectitude in some as- 
pect of it. He calls Christ “righteous” with 
special significance in this Epistle (x John ii. 
T, iii, 7). “In St John's Gospel our Lord 
attributes righteousness to Himself (xvi. ro). 
'The Holy Ghost will convince the world, not 
here of a righteousness to be found in Christ, 
but of a purer and more perfect type of moral 


righteousness than it had known or conceived, 
and that in one done to death by it, but taken 
up from its sight to God's Right Hand." 
(See Olshausen, ‘Gospels,’ Iv. 92.) With 
St John the word is essentially ethical, with 
St Paul essentially doctrinal. Yet, even in 
St Paul, when it stands alone, it is ethical, 
not dogmatic. Note the strikingly Jobannic 
phrase in Rey. xxii. rr. 

is born of bim] is born from him, is 
born (perfect, a present state as the result 
of a past action. See below on iii. 9). From 
him (èf avro). [This addition (preserved 
with slight variation, infra iii. 9, iv. 7, V. I, 
4, 18) might be cited with some force in favour 
of translating the word rendered again in St 
John’s Gospel (iii. 3) as from above. (dvabev, 
cf. also iii. 31, xix. xr. Ibid. v. 23, it is Jocal, 
«from the fop.”) For (1) in the Gospel 
this word never denotes again. (2) The new 
birth is only directly mentioned zz this form 
outside St John's Gospel in the present Epistle. 
It is one of the Joops which specially fasten the 
two books to the same cover. Consequently the 
birtb from God in the Epistle, so emphatically 
repeated, would seem to be the exponent of 
dvobev. (See, however, the note on St John 
ili. 3.) It may be noted that here, as so 
often, the Hebraic idea of the new birth 
of God, in connection with the registration 
and entrance of the citizens of the New City, 
is found in its first sense in the Psalter. 
(Ps. Ixxxvii. 4, 5, 6.)] See Additional Note. 

Justus justum gignit. (Beng.) 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on 


10. Two words in Hebrew are rendered 


by oxavdadov ; (1) Swan from root DW to 
totter in the ankles, i.e. that against which any 
one stumbles, a stumbling-block—hence (a) 
cause of falling, (4) incitement to fall, (c) 
offence or scruple of conscience (x S. xxv. 31, 
Gesen. s. v.), (2) Up12 from WP, a hook or 
snare, 

In LXX. oùk £orw avrois oxavSadov (Ps. 
cxix. 165), here kai oxavdadov év aùr ouk 
éorw (x St John ii. ro). 

16. èk “figuratively signifies every source 
and cause, out of which something flows." 
Winer, ‘Gramm. of G. T. D., Pt. I1., 
Sect. xlvii, p. 385.—‘“‘eivat, yevéoOau èk, 
oriundum esse ex ; hinc, de qudvis alid origine. 
elvat x Twos, ab aliquo proficisci auctore" 
(Grimm, * Clav. N. T.,’ p. 129). 

18. On “the last period” the following 
extracts will be of interest, as representing the 
opinions of two great scriptural students, and 
of the very different schools to which they be- 


CHAP. 1I. Io, 16, 18, r9, 29. 


long. “x John ii. 18, Grotius and Mede 
understand these Antichrists of the pseudo- 
Christs (yrevüóxpusrou Matt. xxiv. 24) that 
our Saviour foretells of, which should start up 
before “the last time” of the Jewish Com- 
monwealth, the destruction of Jerusalem, 
which was the écxárg dpa of Judaism. But 
ery. d. signifies karpòs éryaros (for DW is 
indifferently rendered dpa or kapós), and the 
fourth kingdom in Daniel being the last. the 
time of that kingdom may be alsoi ntimated 
by it. Whence that in St John (x John ii. 18) 
may signify this, viz. that the last time in 
Daniel's kalendar of his four kingdoms, ż.e. 
the last kingdom, was then a running on, 
which is the Roman, during which kingdom 
the Little Horn, here called Antichrist, shall 
come upon the stage. ‘This is ó 'Avr., that 
famous Antichrist which ye have heard from 
Daniel, but this is a greater distance off. 
Wherefore (to speak what more nearly con- 
cerns you) “even now are there many Anti- 
christs which not Daniel, but our Saviour 


v. r.] 


foretold of, whereby again we know it is the 
last hour; but I mean not of Daniel's four 
kingdoms, but of the Jewish Commonwealth, 
as our Lord predicted." Or briefly, “ It is 
the last hour, i.e. last kingdom of the four, 
viz. the Roman; and as you have heard that 
Antichrist will then come, so also now, in the 
last time of the Jewish polity are many Anti- 
christs; whence we may assuredly gather it is 
the last hour thereof—these many Antichrists, 
according to prediction, attending żbis last 
hour, as that one famous Antichrist that.” 
Henry More, ‘Theological Works,’ p. sar. 
Again—“ And the sense of both x John ii. 18 
—iv. 2, 3, may be this, namely, that whereas 
those to whom St John wrote had received a 
rumour or fame of that eximious Antichrist 
that was to come into the world in the last 
time, occasioned (I doubt not) from Daniel’s 
prophecies of the Little Horn and of that King 
of Pride that would exalt himself above all ; 
the event of these prophecies being further 
off, though at last certainly to come, he fixes 
their minds upon such Antichrists as were 
nearer at hand; and who, though but the 
types and figures of that great Antichrist to 
come some ages after, were yet of more con- 
cernment to them to take notice of: but in 
the interim describes Antichrist so, that 
though it does more palpably point at these 
types of the future Antichrist, yet the de- 
scription, more narrowly searched into, takes 
fast hold also on that great Antichrist himself ; 
forasmuch as it is implied, that it is one who 
by way of imposture puts himself into the 
place of Jesus, who is the true Christ, that 
King, Priest, and Prophet appointed by God, 
to whom all must submit. Which not only 
Barchocab and such false Messiahs in the 
Jewish Commonwealth have done, but he 
that has so made himself the Head of the 
Church as to null the laws and doctrines of 
Christ is deprehended to do the like also.” 
(Ibid. p. 522.) 

‘“ The Apostle shews Christians that they 
should not be inattentive to the signs of the 
times. In fact, events do not succeed without 
order or reason. ‘They make part of a vast 
plan, directed by God, and in which each 


CHAPTER III. 


1 He declareth the singular love of God to- 
wards us, in making us his sons: 3 who 
therefore ought obediently to keep his com- 
mandments, 11 as also brotherly to love one 
another. 
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event has its place. Speaking of the epoch in 
which hé lived, St John calls it ‘the last 
time,’ i.e. ‘the Christian period. lt is so 
called because that period is the end and ac- 
complishment of all previous periods; all 
which precedes it has only been the gradual 
preparation for it. The coming of Jesus 
Christ is the centre and corner-stone of the 
whole history of the kingdom of God. Start- 
ing from that moment, we assist at the develop- 
ment and application of this great fact; such 
is the substance of history since Christ. All 
which has followed forms one sole period, de- 
signated in its entirety—whatever its duration 
is to be—as ‘the Jast time;’ it extends to 
the final crisis of God’s kingdom, which will 
commence with Christ’s Personal coming.” 
(Neander.) 


18. yeyovacr, perfect middle of ytyvopat, 
* come into being:” yéyova and éyevounv 
supply the perfect and aor. of eiui, I am; 
yéyova frequently has a present sense, * I Lave 
been born, and therefore am in existence," 
Tépvka, Donaldson, ‘Gr. G. pp. 266, 286 
(cf. Matth., Jelf, ‘Gr. Gr. 1. 236). 


19. ei yàp eE judy osav, uenevijkewav 
dv, ei with indicative of historical tenses, 
when the truth of the antecedent is denied— 
“had they been, what they were not.” The con- 
sequent is then generally expressed by a cor- 
responding tense of indicative with dy, whereby 
the truth of the consequence also is denied. The 
pluperfect is used in such cases, to express 
the continued action of the consequent. See 
Jelf, Matth., ‘Gr. G.’ p. 474. 


29. The most important objection to this 
view is that alleged by Tholuck. Nicodemus 
appears to understand dvwev as dedrepor (St 
John iii 4, **can he enter the second time, 
&c."). Tholuck also appeals to the regenera- 
tive idea in Titus iii. 5 (ma yyereaía), 1 Peter 
i. 3 (dvayevvjcas), ibid. 23 (dvayeyevvguévo:). 
See Lange, ‘Life of Christ, 11. 31; cf. also 
Bp Wordsworth, ‘New Testament,’ 11. 162, 
Bretschn., ‘Lex. Man. N. T." s.v. yervaw, and 
the important Additional Note on St John's 
Gospel, p. 63. 


EHOLD, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons 
of God: therefore the world know- 
eth us not, because it knew him not. 





CHAP. III. 1. what manner of love] 
how great and marvellous. Cf. Matt. viii. 27; 
Mark xiii. 1; 2 Peter iii. rr. 

ibat] ‘‘with the intention that we should 
be” (Winer, p. 48x). 

be called | ** be, and be owned to be.” (See 
Luke i, 32—35.) After be called, some read 


and we are, A, B, C, N (et sumus, Cod. Amiat.), 
This reading is approved by Düsterd, Lachm., 
Huther, Tischend. (in his 8th edit.). 

sons of God] St John zever uses the 
word víós of any human child of God (xii. 
36 is the nearest approach to an exception). 
He employs a different word (rékvov) here 


325 


2 Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as 
he is. 





and v5.2, il, 10, V. 2; ¢f Gospel i. 12, xi 
52. St Paul uses the latter rarely (Rom. 
Wille r6. 17, 21, 1x. 83 Philipp. iL 15) the 
former more frequently (Rom. viii. 14, 19, 
ix, 260. 2 Cor. vi. 18; Gal. ni; 26, IV. 6, 
DEESOSHCDSIL TO XII EO EE eke se 
lxxiii. 15). ‘The first, probably, rather con- 
templates the adoptive act, by which one who 
does not belong to the family is adopted and 
brought into the relation of a son; the second 
the nature imparted to those who are born 
and produced by actual birth. 

2. now] as it is. 

it doth not yet appear | it never yet was 
manifested. (Alford.) 

if it (sc. what we shall be) shall be 
manifested. Additional Note at end of 
these Epistles, p. 382. 

like bim] 2 Cor. iii. 13. “As the whole 
body, face, and above all eyes, of those who look 
at the sun become bathed in light (/zsolantur)." 
(Beng.) 

‘tSo clouds themselves like suns appear, 

When the sun pierces them with light.” 

Cowley. 


“The last words with which Arnold closed 
his last lecture on the N.T. were in comment- 
ing on r John iii. 2. ‘Yes, he added with 
marked fervency, «the mere contemplation of 
Christ shall transform us into His likeness.’ ” 
(Stanley’s * Life of Dr Arnold,’ II. 331, 332.) 

* When some heathen converts to Christianity 
were translating a Catechism into their own 
language, they happened to come upon x John 
iii. 2; they stopped—‘‘No! it is too much,” 
they said, “let us write that we shall be per- 
mitted to kiss His feet.” — **'The whole life of 
a good Christian is one act of holy desire 
for this.” (St August. ut supra, 2008.) 

3. every man that hath| Holds and cleaves to. 

this hope in Him | Him should be so printed 
as to shew that God is the object on whom this 
hope reposes (€yov tiv éXmí0a rautny em 
avr). Cf. émi col, Kópie, ]Nrica, Ps. Xxx. I 
(LXX.), and the subtly varied form of ex- 
pressing hope's mode of resting upon God or 
Christ (x Cor. xv. 19; r lim.v.5; zr Peter iii. 
5). The hope of poetry is hopefulness. ** Hope 
delighted smiled, and waved her golden hair," 
(Collins Ode on the Passions.) ‘The hope of 
the New Testament is patient, comfortable 
expectation of the promises of God, built upon 
the sure foundation of God's word. But hope, 
like our strongest affections (anger, fear, love), 
is persona] in its highest form; and so God 
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[v. 2—4. - 


3 And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure. 

4. Whosoever committeth sin trans- 
gresseth also the law: for sin is the 
transgression of the law. 





Himself is the highest object of hope. ‘‘ Hope 
in Him, or rather on Him (x John iii, 3). 
And this is a special act of Christian hope 
to be thus unfastened from ourselves and 
fastened upon God." See the wise remarks 
of Hammond, ‘ Practical Catechism,’ Lib. I., 
Sect. iii. and the note in this volume on x Pet. 


1.3: 

purifieth| is continually purifying himself. 
“The very hope of it now, if it be fastened 
on God, hath the power of making us pure” 
(Hammond). See South’s Sermon on this 
text, and Paley's on Purity of heart and affec- 
tion (Sermon XLII). Augustine well notes 
-—‘ See how he does not do away with free- 
will; for he says, ‘purifies bimself— Who 
purifies us but God?’ Yet God does not 
purify you when you are unwilling. ‘There- 
fore, in joining your will to God, you purify 
yourself, "ss, 

even as be] Here no longer avros, but 
éxeivos (see on the antithetic use of this pro- 
noun above on ii. 6), “as Christ, and Christ 
alone,” &c. 

is] Presentiating tinge of thought. The 
sinlessness of Jesus is still considered as present 
to faith. 


4. Every one that is doing sin is 
also doing lawlessness, for sin is 
lawlessness. Every sin-doer also doeth 
lawlessness, (See Additional Note.) St Paul’s 
idea is the same in 2 Thess. ii. 3—8. ‘The 
** Man of sin” is also “the Jawless one.” St 
John’s object is to state that there is no per- 
sonal favour which charms away the intrinsic 
sinfulness of sins, and gives a dispensation to 
privileged individuals, by which siz subjective 
(üpaprta) ceases to be sin objective (dvopía), 
by which the intrinsic character of actions 
is changed out of consideration for those 
who perform them. Every doer of sin is 
a doer of lawlessness, every sin-maker a 
law-breaker, **It is one of those exactly 
convertible or reciprocal propositions which 
are very rare" (Rose on Bp Middleton, * Doc- 
trine of Greek Article,’ p. 55 note). The con- 
nection has been thus traced. ‘ If we would 
not lose that hope, we shall aim at a universal 
and pervasive holiness, We shall refrain not 
only from palpable violation of the law, but 
from all sin, for it is false to suppose that the 
former can ever be separated from the latter. 
There may be a formal difference, there is ar. 
essential identity between them" (Storr and 
Michael, * Einleitung," 1520). 


v. 5—8.] 


5 And ye know that he was mani- 
fested to take away our sins; and in 
him is no sin. 

. 6 Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
neth not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him. 

7 Little children, let no man de- 
ceive you: he that doeth righteous- 





5. to take away our sins] Our is omitted 
by some MSS. and editors (Lachm., Tischend.). 
It is not in A, B, apparuit ut peccata tolleret 
ou Amiat.). It is, however, retained by 

, N, and others. Internal arguments tend 
to turn the balance in its favour. (1) 
Throughout the Epistle it is «ve who are 
spoken of as forgiven (i. 7, ro, ii. T, iv. 1o). 
(2) In v. 4 supra, sin has been spoken of 
generally. Here it is made special by in- 
cluding the Apostle and his readers, (See 
Reiche, * Comment, Crit, iz loc.) 

fo take a«vay] that He should take 
away by one act. Dogmatic disputes have 
arisen as to the exact meaning of the verb 
rendered “take away." In John i, 29 (cf. 
Isai, liii. 4, 6, 11) the context would certainly 
seem to lay more stress on the Lamb of God 
bearing sin by way of expiation, than lifting it 
from the sinner by way of sanctification. But 
“the act designated by apew being that which 
consists in lifting a burden, in order that it may 
not crush him upon whom it weighs, it is em- 
ployed as the emblem of deliverance from sin 
in general, which includes both expiation and 
sanctification” (Godet, ‘Sur I’Ev. de S. Jean,’ 
I. 292). The context here would seem to 
require us to think still more of lifting away 
the power than the guilt of sin, 

And sin in Him is not, 


6. whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, 
neither knoweth him] No habitual sinner 
(the present part. denoting continuance in) has 
attained a true historical knowledge of, and 
insight into, His character, much less has he 
gained inner knowledge and love of Him. 
To see in the New Testament often denotes 
clear religious knowledge (John i. 18, vi. 46; 
Heb, ii, 8). See the interesting note of Apol- 
linaris on our Lord's words—“ I speak that 
which I have seen with my Father: and ye 
do that which ye have seen with your father," 
John viii. 38—in Cramer, ‘ Catena,’ 11. 280. 
“In saying that He had seen, and with His 
Father, He indicated not seeing with the eyes, 
but the knowledge and insight which was in 
accordance with His nature; since in assert- 
ing that they also had seen with their father, 
He by no means signifies that they had been 
ocular spectators, but that by the wickedness 
which dwelt in their souls, they were familiar 
with the counsels and character of the evil 
one,” 
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ness is righteous, even as he is right- 
eous. 

8 He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the 
devil. 





"7. This verse is addressed by anticipation, 
not only to Gnostics, but to all in the Christian 
Church who ‘fashion out such a God as will, 
in Christ at least, in those that be once His 
own, by one knows not what fond affection 
appropriated to Himself, connive at their very 
sins, so that they shall not make the least breach 
between Himself and them." (Cudworth, 
‘Sermon before the House of Commons.) 

is righteous, even as be is righteous] “Ewen 
as does not always or necessarily imply parity 
or equality. For instance, what a difference 
there is between the face of a man, and its 
reflection in the mirror! And yet we say 
even as there are ears or eyes in the one case, 
so in the other....He purifies us even as He is 
pure; but He is pure eternally, we pure by 
faith—we are righteous and He is righteous; 
but He immortally and for ever, we by believ- 
ing in Him whom we see not." (St Augus- 
tine, ut supra, 2010.) 


8. the devil] (6 SidBoros). See for this 

word note on John vi. 7o. "The interpreta- 
tion of “accuser,” ** calumniator," appears to 
be fixed, both by the derivation and by Apoc. 
Xii. 10; cf. g. [The curious Hebraized word 
NAOP, the transliteration of karjycep, is used 
by the Rabbis.  Buxtorf, ‘Lex. Rabbin. 
Talm.’ 2009*. Schoettgen, ‘Hor. Hebr. 1121 
sqq. 
2 devil sinnetb from tbe beginning] Cf. 
John viii. 44. Genesis is recognized as worthy 
of credit. For arguments against the Mani- 
chean notion of an eternal personal principle 
of evil, see St Aug. ‘De Civ. D. xr. 13. 

that be might destroy tbe works of the devil] 
destroy (Avon), to weaken, deprive of power, 
abolish in principle; a word in this sense pecu- 
liar to St John (unless Matt. v. 19 be an ex- 
ception). See Gospel, ii. 19, v. 18 (“was 
destroying the Sabbath”), vii. 23. 

the works of the devil] Among the miracles 
recorded in the Gospels, a whole class, those 
of dispossession, peculiar to the synoptical 
evangelists, and especially to St Mark, are 
nowhere recorded by St John. But the evan- 
gelistic silence is no objection (John xx. 30, 
31). We certainly read in him of no par- 
ticular victories over Satan in the recovery of 
demoniacs. But it should be observed that 
they are here included and referred to. It 
is false to say that possession was quite alien 
to St John’s life or even knowledge. Moral 
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9 Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin; for his seed remain- 
eth in him: and he cannot sin, be- 
cause he is born of God. 

IO In this the children of God 


I. JOHN. IIL 


[v. 9, ro. 


are manifest, and the children of 


the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness. is not of God, nei- 
ther he that loveth not his 
brother. 





and spiritual possession is very strongly indi- 
cated by him (vi. 70, viii. 44, xiii. 27). As 
to the knowledge of the writer of the Gospel 
of the idea of possession, see John viii. 48, x. 20. 


9. Whosoever is born of God is not doing 
sin...because be is born of God ] (yeyevynpevos 
...yeyévvgra, pft.). The tense shews that 
St John is speaking not of those who have 
been once regenerate, but of those who re- 
tain and develop the new life and continue 
in it; who having been born from God 
remain in a condition correspondent to the 
supernatural life which they have received in 
the birth of water and of the spirit; who 
persevere in “an untirable and continuate 
goodness." (Shakespeare, ‘Timon of Athens.) 
Is this consistent (cf. also infra v. 1—4) 
with our Lord's words to Nicodemus ( John 
iii. 3—5, 6, 7)? Perfectly. The natural 
difference between the Epistle and Gospel is 
that the Epistle gives the subjective version, 
so to speak, of the objective elements presented 
in the Gospel—a fact which accounts for 
apparently slight but most significant varia- 
tions of expression. (Cf. i, 1 with x John i. 
I,2; xix. 34 with r John v. 6.) Our Lord, 
speaking to Nicodemus, contemplates the 
germ and first principle of the new life, which 
he had yet to receive. St John, writing to 
those who had long entered the kingdom, 
contemplates not the germ but the fruit, not 
the tendency but the realization, not the im- 
pulse towards and capacity of renovation, 
but the renovation itself. 'To Nicodemus our 
Lord declares how a man must enter into 
the kingdom, and be provided with spiritual 
faculties fitting him for it. St John in his 
Epistle speaks of the ideal new life issuing from 
the new birth. ‘The fourth Gospel refers 
principally to the new birth, to the shower of 
‘grace; the Epistle of St John refers princi- 
pally to the new life—to the growing of the 
grass long after the rain has fallen. (See Bp 
Browne ‘on the XX XIX. Articles,’ p. 636.) 

Jor His seed continues in Him. The His 
...Him refer to God, not to ‘whosoever is born 
of God.” “Seed” (omépya) is used as in Isai, 
lii. ro, lxvi. 22, for the holy stock of God's 
children. His holy seed continues in 
abiding vital union with Him, (The LXX. 
translate VY by omépya in these passages in 
the sense of posterity, stack, race.) ‘This is the 
essential cause that ‘‘ whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin." [The view which 
understands the ** seed ” of the Holy Spirit as 
the germ and principle of a new life, intended 








to spring up into holiness, has gained much 
acceptance (Bishop ‘Taylor, ‘Life of our 
Blessed Lord. Of Baptism.’ Lect. Ix. 23), 
but is not so consonant with the general usage 
of the word in Scripture. ] 

and he cannot sin} The pronoun under- 
stood may be a resumption of the first part 
of the verse, Pe; or (somewhat less probably) 
a further development of the spiritual strength 
of the seed of God, ##. And he is not able 
to continue in sin (où Óvvarat duapravewy). 
He is not able, ‘The word is one of those 
which it is quite incorrect to treat as pleo- 
nastic or nearly so, and which should be fully 
rendered. (See Winer, Part 11. $ lxv. 635, 
637.) Note the vitally important distinction 
between the present here, and the aor. of the 
same verb, supra ii. 1. [**'The infinit. aorist 
is generally used...either of a thing occurring 
only once, which does not admit, or at least 
does not require, the notion of continuance 
and perpetuity, or of something which is 
brief and as it were only momentary in dura- 
tion.” (Stallbaum, ‘Plat. Euthyd. p. 140.) 
‘“ The inf. pres. is generally employed to ex- 
press an action now in course of perform- 
ance, Or continued in itself or its results, or 
Srequently repeated.” ‘Winer, Pt. rm. § xliv. 
348. An excellent illustration will be found 
in Matt. xiv. 22.] **As when we say, ‘an 
honest man cannot do this or that,’ our mean- 
ing is not to assign any natural impossibility, 
that he is not able, but that he cannot think 
fit [or bring himself] to do it, the principle 
of honesty within him [as here the principle 
of the new life] will resist it; or, if he do not, 
he is no longer to be called an honest man ? 
(Hammond). ** A man, if you speak natu- 
rally, can masticate gums, and he can sip up, 
by little draughts, mixture of aloes or of the 
deadly night-shade; but he cannot do this 
naturally and willingly, cheerfully and with 
delight. Every sin is against a good man's 
nature." (Bishop Taylor, Sermon 1, “ Of the 
Spirit of Grace,” * Works,’ I. 763.) 


SECTION VI. iii. x0 —24. 


10. One of the fruits of the Gospel, pointed 
to in the Epistle, is love of man. The Gospel, 
as exhibited by St John, is not only the 
spiritual law which directs souls, and the moral 
law which regulates consciences; it is also 
the socia] law, which should govern the earth, 
and the love of man for man is inseparably 
linked with his love for God (Baunard, 
* L'Apótre S. Jean,’ p. 342). 


v. r1—17.] 
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II For this is the 'message that 
ye heard from the beginning, that we 
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^r, come 
sna- 
nt, 


from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren. He that loveth not his 


should love one another. 

12 Not as Cain, who was of that 
wicked one, and slew his brother. 
And wherefore slew he him? Be- 
cause his own works were evil, and 
his brother’s righteous. 

13 Marvel not, my brethren, if 
the world hate you. 

I4. We know that we have passed 





brother abideth in death. 

I5 Whosoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer: and ye know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

16 Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, because he laid down his life for 
us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoso hath this world's 








ll. this is tbe message] message in New 
Testament signifies things announced that they 
may be done. ‘He loves to call it the message 
rather than the law” (Beng.). Here, as in 
i. 5, N and others read a word, which is al- 
ways promise, exc. Acts xviii. 21. But promise 
would be almost unmeaning here. Here again 
the Epistle points to, and is supported by, 
the Gospel of St John. Our Lord's urgent 
“command” to His disciples (John xv. r2, 
17), the emphasis which in the High Priestly 
Prayer is laid upon the unity of believers 
(xvii. 21, 22, 23), receive their most instruc- 
tive practical development, and their most 
beautiful historical development, in the Epi- 
stles of St John. 


12. Not as Cain was of the evil 
one! ‘The comparison is not expressed with 
full technical precision; yet the reader can 
conceive the meaning vividly :—This is the 
message ...that we should love one another 
(v. 11). Not as Cain was of the wicked one, 
sc. shall it be with us, Abel is mentioned by 
our Lord as the proto-martyr, and viewed in 
contrast with Cain, as the representative of 
the whole generation of saints over against the 
whole seed of the evil one. Note a second 
recognition of the Book of Genesis within a 
few lines (cf. supra, v. 8). “See Additional 
Note. 


13. Marvel not...if] “e is used after 
verbs of emotion, when the objective éri, that, 
might have been expected” (Winer, p. 564). 
Cf. Mark xv. 44. 

brethren] brothers! Here alone are Chris- 
tians thus addressed in the Epistle. ‘That ad- 
dress is suitable to the context. 


14. that we have passed over] Cf. John v. 
24. ‘*'That passage contains no reference to a 
future event, but to something that has really 
commenced. Cf. x John iii. 14; Lücke, 
Comment.” (Winer, pt. 11. $ XL. p. 289.) 
'The condition of man without the Son of 
God is a condition in which he is in wrath 
(Gospel, iii. 36). ‘The correlative of the 
condition, severed from the life of God and 
pervaded by an ever-deepening misery, is death. 
(Gospel, v. 25.) The love of the brethren is 


not the cause but the effect of this blessed 
translation, 


16. Hereby know we] have studied and 
consequently know. 

the love] that love which is above all 
love (Luth., Beng.). (Cf. Philemon, v. 9, 
note.) We have come to know what that 
love 1s. 

ave ought] are morally bound. 

to lay down our lives for the brethren] 
Note the exact echo in these words aad in 
those in the last clause, of the Good Shep- 
herd’s declaration, John x. 15. ‘The measure 
of love is to have no measure. The model 
of love is the love of Jesus giving His life 
for the life of the world.”  (Baunard, 
*L'Apótre S. Jean,’ p. 344.) In the touching 
tradition of the young robber, won back by 
St John, the Apostle is represented as saying, 
* [f needs be, I would willingly die for thee, 
as He died for us." (Euseb. * FI. E." 111. 42.) 

for the brethren] on their behalf (úrép). 
This moral obligation extends as far as the 
propitiation, which is the great proof of the 
love. It is, no doubt, true that brother 
here, and in vv. io, 13, 14, 15, denotes 
every fellow-man and fellow-sinner ; that the 
limit of the word is not the /e//oav-regenerate, 
but the fellow-redeemed. Still it is well to 
weigh Augustine's explanation of St John's 
silence upon love of our enemies in this Epistle. 
“ [t is necessary that love like fire should first 
seize upon that which is near, then extend 
itself to that which is more remote. Extend 
your love to those who are nearest ; yet you 
can scarcely call that extension, where the 
objects are so close. Extend it to those un- 
known to you, who have done you no evil. 
Pass over them also; arrive at the point of 
loving your enemies.” (St August. ut supra, 
2438.) The complete Christian teaching is 
given by St Peter. Philosophers have said, 
* Honour all men;” sectarians and schools 
have said, * Love the brotherhood.” Chris- 
tianity alone has said ** Honour all men—love 
the brotherhood.” (x Peter ii. 17.) 


17. An argument from the greater to the 
less. ‘The sacrifice of a portion of worldly 
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good, and seeth his brother have 


i t 1 Gr. Zer- 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of are of the truth, and shall ! assure our 1 Gr, fer 


compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? 

18 My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue ; but 
in deed and in truth. 


L JOHN IE 


[v. 18—21r. 
19 And hereby we know that we 


hearts before him. 

20 For if our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn 





goods is small compared with the sacrifice of 
life itself, which is our bounden duty. 

hath this world’s good] the living of the 
world. Life (Bios, here), not the higher life 
(con), but the organic life, and so that sus- 
tenance which belongs to its prolongation 
or enjoyment. The word is well translated 
«living? in A. V. Mark xii. 44; Luke xxi. 4. 
See supra on ii. 16. (“Bios (1) period of life, 
(2) hence means by which it is sustained, 
means of life.” Archbp Trench.) 

gazeth on] The word implies looking on 
quietly, gazing at it as a sight (@ewp7). 

bowels] heart, sympathy. 

how abideth love towards God in 
him? On “the love of God" as Jove towards 
God, see supra, ii. 5. 

18, 19. children, let us not love... 
nor with the tongue, but in truth... 
in this] i.e. that which just precedes, supra, 
i. 4. ‘This will remind most readers of the 
beautiful story told by St Jerome. ‘ When 
St John was lingering at Ephesus, even to 
extreme old age, and was with difficulty car- 
ried to church by the disciples, and could not 
sustain his voice for many words, he used to 
say nothing at each service but Little children! 
love one another. At length the disciples and 
brethren somewhat wearied, said, ‘ Master, 
why are you always saying this?’ He 
answered in a sentence worthy of John, 
* Because it is the precept of the Lord, and 
sufficient, if it only be done.’” St Hieron. 
‘Comment. in Epist. ad Galat. Lib. 111. Cap. 
V. (Tom. vit. 529). 

ibat we are of (from) the truth) Our 
Lord's phrase before Pilate, John xviii 37, 
** every one that is from the truth.” 

shall assure] or persuade, still, pacijy, pla- 
care (Düsterd). (The fut. of expectation; 
that which issues so directly from the nature 
of the case that we must anticipate it.—/efore 
bim. Not in the distance of the Great Judg- 
ment. (Cf. émewre Aavid robs avdpas, k.r.À., 
i S. xxiv. 8, LXX.) The word is used Matt. 
xxviii. I4. 

our hearts| St Paul and St Peter alone in 
Scripture use conscience (owvetónows). (See 
Additional Note.) It is never used by St John. 
* Convicted by conscience” (vii. 9) is of 
doubtful authorship. (It is the honour of 
Grecian thought to have first found a special 
word to designate conscience.) Hebrew uses 
the same term which designates heart. ** He- 
brew has no term which peculiarly and 


exclusively signifies that which we understand 
by conscience; and two words, heart or spirit, 
are used instead, Prov. iv. 23, xvli. 14; 
Eccles. vii. 22; 1 John iii. 21" (Bp Sander- 
son, ‘De Oblig. Consc. Prelect.’ 1. 3; Rig- 
genbach, ‘ Lieb. Jes.’ p. 121). See Additional 
Note. i I 

bim] God. See note, supra, i. 5, and ct. 
v. 21 (“if our heart condemn us not, we 
have confidence toward God”’). 


20. For if our heart condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things| 
Many interpretations have been proposed of 
these difficult words; but they may be con- 
sidered as falling under avo general divisions, 
as they are supposed to aim at quieting or 
awakening conscience: (i.) Those who think 
that St John’s object is to soothe the con- 
science, naturally reject all in the interpretation 
which would create a feeling of alarm. It is, 
they think, a gracious pardoning omniscience 
which we are to keep in view ‘‘ And hereby 
we shall persuade our hearts before Him, in 
whatever matter our conscience may accuse us 
(Gre àv, cf. ò éàv morre, Coloss. iii. 23...0 êav 
airQpev, infra, v. 22, quand méme), because 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things," i.e. The Christian, who is con- 
scious of true love in word and deed, though 
vexed by a morbid and scrupulous, or even 
a restless and lacerated conscience, may yet lull 
it, and persuade it to be calm, by the sweet 
spell of one consolatory thought. He who 
is Love is greater than our fallible conscience 
with its tormenting misgivings. His tender 
omniscience knows us through and through 
better than we know ourselves, and in that 
knowledge we may rest. (See Additional 
Note.) The whole sentiment, then, would 
be in accordance with St Peter's words in 
John xxi. 15, 16, 17 (‘¢ Thou knowest all 
things. ‘Thou knowest that I love Thee”), 
and a fulfilment of the promise of forgive- 
ness in Matt. vi. 14. (ii) St John’s object, 
however, is to appeal to, and awaken con- 
science ; and his words fall into this view with 
a natural and unforced emphasis which goes 
far to prove the truth of the interpretation. 
* By true love in word and deed (v. 18) 
we know that we are children born from the 
Truth, and attain to the blessedness of silenc- 
ing the accusing echoes of the voice of con- 
science (v. 19). It is so—for if we cannot 
honestly and as in God's sight '*persuade? 
our conscience; if we are forced to admit 


v. 22—24.] 


us not, then have we confidence to- 
ward God. 

22 And whatsoever we ask, we 
receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight. 

23 And this is his commandment, 
That we should believe on the name 
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of his Son Jesus Christ, and love 
one another, as he gave us com- 
mandment. 

24 And he that keepeth his com- 
mandments dwelleth in him, and he 
inhim. And hereby we know that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit which 


he hath given us. 





to ourselves that there is a disaccordance 
between our profession and our conscience; 
if, in spite of all opiates administered, and 
illusions attempted, conscience still wakes, 
and pierces through the plausibilities, and 
cries ‘‘ guilty ;" how can we succeed in de- 
ceiving God, who is omniscient, and there- 
fore greater than conscience itself (v. 21)? 
Nothing can escape that piercing eye; the 
accusation of our heart is the avant-courier of 
the judgment of God. ‘ Thus,” adds Nean- 
der, *the means of knowing ourselves tho- 
roughly is to recollect ourselves, and hear in 
Silence the voice of the incorruptible judge 
whom each of us carries in the depth of him- 
self. If, in the examination, our conscience 
bears us witness that we sincerely desire to 
put our practice in unison with our profes- 
sion, then we are in peace. ‘Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confi- 
dence toward God’ (v. 21). Our works do 
not justify us; but they are witnesses that we 
are really in communion with Him who jus- 
tifies; they seal our Christian life with the 
signet of sincerity. Thus they become for 
us a subject of confidence." 


22. The same boundlessness of promise as 
in the Gospel (xv. 7), and the same condition. 
** À prayer thus formed is the child of heaven, 
and its return to its home is natural. It is 
God's promise transformed into supplication” 
(Godet). ‘Love itself prayeth. Against this, 
He who gave it knoweth not how to close 
His ears." (St August. in /oc.) 

because] for—not the reason why, not the 
meritorious cause of our being heard. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on 


8. 6 rosy THY duapriav. “This term, as 
it stands in direct antithesis to é yeyev. èk T. 
Oco, is correlative to it in meaning—a state or 
condition, not a simple act. ‘The word rosy, 
according to the Hebraic usage, in the present 
participle, denotes not act only, but babit, or 
rather more than habit. 'Anapríav TOLl@v-— 
Lat, operarius iniquitatis, one that maketh a 
trade of sin, or professeth iniquity, whose 
service is altogether incompatible with the 
profession or life of a Christian.” Jackson, 
‘Works,’ III. 363. “rods Tovotvras THY dvo- 
play (Matt. xiii. 41), omnes qui iniquitatem 
exercent, et, ut ita dicam, iniquitatis artem 


keep] observe. See note supra, ii. 3. 

commandments...... things that are (well 
pleasing in his sight) Two aspects of God's 
law. Assuredly not that the things well- 
pleasing are over and above the command- 
ments, and so counsels of perfection. 


23. The “commandments” of v. 22 
summed up in oze (cf. ii. 3—5, where ‘word ” 
in v. 5 is an advance upon ** commandments” 
in v. 3). The two that follow (that “we 
should Ze/ieve and love”) are not two but one. 
Faith and piety, dogma and duty, run into one. 

believe on the name] Cf. v. 13 (where the 
constr. is different); here it is believe the 
Name. 


24. Said to have been Spinoza's favourite 
verse. i 

This is the first direct mention of the Holy 
Spirit in St John’s Epistle, cf. ii. 20, note. 
The direct mention is purposely deferred, just 
as St Paul does in Rom. v. 5 compared with 
viii. 1 sqq. The whole structure of St John’s 
Epistle is thus Trinitarian (see W. Archer But- 
ler's Sermons, pp. 9294). He has mentioned 
the Father and the Son (i. 3), now the Spirit, 
So in the Gospel, we find the section of the 
Spirit, chapters xiv. to xvii. 

And hereby we know that be abideth in us, 
from the Spirit which be gave us] from—ek, 
when it has a partitive signification, indicates 
the abundance out of which something is 
given. (See in Matt. xii. 34; John viii. 44.) 
The same word is unfortunately translated 
(A. V.) davelletb at the beginning of this verse 
and abideth at the close. 


CHAPA TIMAS; 0, 12/99, v 26. 


Jactitant ; magis enim habitus quam actus He- 
braica phrasi significatur.” Maldon, zz Joc. 


9. This verse and its parallel in this 
Epistle were prominently appealed to by 
Jovinian. * Jovinian asserted that John made 
no distinction but one, viz. between those 
who are born of God, and those who are not. 
He did not reflect that, although Divine life 
as a common property of all who believe is 
one and the same, yet different stages are 
found in its development and degree; that 
along with the Divine life the sinful tendency 
lingers on, which may more or less overcome, 
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or be overcome by, that life; that in this 
way it is right to speak of more and less, of 
distinctions and degrees, in sin or holiness. 
Hence, too, he represents sanctification as 
simply possession of what has once been re- 
ceived, not progressive development of it” 
(Neander, ‘Church History, 1r. 368). St 
John, here as so often, gives us the ideal 
standard of Christianity as it stands for ever 
high above all superficial views of its cha- 
racter, which look only at partial, particular, 
imperfect realizations of it, and sever it from 
its eternal and unattainable ideal. But Jo- 
vinian failed from a contrary error. He did 
not distinguish between the ideal standard, 
and human realizations of it, with their infinite 
degrees (see Lücke on the text). 


12. It has sometimes been supposed that this 
may have been suggested to St John by the 
conduct and teaching of Apollonius of Tyana 
at Ephesus. From the strange book of Philo- 
stratus it is difficult to draw precise chrono- 
logical data, but the visit may possibly have 
been A.D. 96, towards the close of St John's 
life. Philostratus tells a story of a poor old 
mendicant, whom, after the example of Cal- 
chas, Tiresias, and Epimenides, Apollonius 
advised the people to kill. ‘This story is 
narrated by Philostratus with picturesqueness 
and pathos (* Vita Apollon.’ Act. 1r. Sc. 11. 5, 
58, 59). It would certainly form a vivid 
commentary on r John iii. 12. (See Baunard, 
* L'Apótre S. Jean,' pp. 286, 287.) 


19. This omission has important reasons, 
—(1) To avoid apparent entanglement with 
mere Moral Philosophy. (2) For the same 
reason for which Bishop Butler so often 


CHAPTER IV; 


1 He warneth them not to believe all teachers, 
who boast of the Spirit, but to try them by 
the rules of the catholick faith: 7 and by 
many reasons exhorteth to brotherly love. 





SECTION VII. iv. 1—6. 

CHAP. IV. 1. believe not every spirit] 
believe not any spirit, ze. do not give 
credence to it, the assent of faith, merely upon 
its own word. 

spirit] In the utterance of any powerful 
teacher St John would have seen, not the 
individual, but (1) the general spirit at work, 
and (2) behind and beyond that the in- 
. fluence of a superhuman intelligence, good or 
evil. 

but test. So St Paul, ‘‘despise not prophe- 
syings, but bring all to the test " (1 Thess. v. 
21). Cf. among the distribution of gifts of 
the Spirit, those of criticism and discernment, 
i Cor. xii. 1o. The spirit of St John and 
St Paul, however deeply reverential and child- 
like, is not one of credulous fanaticism, or 
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Ir 


varies his language, and uses one equivalent 
after another for conscience; a process which 
he says will seem ‘‘ strange to those who have 
not observed the reason of it "——viz, to state 
general truth, apart from special theories 
about it, such as are involved in the fixed use 
of words of the kind. ‘St John designates 
the human soul, the spiritual being, by the 
name of /eart, without troubling himself as to 
psychological distinctions drawn between the 
different faculties of the soul " (Neander). 


The use of 25 in Hebrew seems to be 
this: (1) the central point of blood, and vessel 
of corporeal life; then (2) the life itself; then 
(3) the seat of senses, emotions, affections; 
and (4) the mode of thinking and acting, the 
seat of will and purpose—in fact the centre of 
corporeal, of sensuous, of emotional, of moral 
and voluntary life; where the moral character 
becomes manifest in virtue or vice. Gesen. s.v. 
and Fuerst, * Lex.’ pp. 723, 724. 


20. ‘This interpretation is defended gram- 
matically by Hoogeven (* Doct. Part. Gree.’ 
p. 589), morally by Nosselt (*Interp. Gramm.’ 
1 John iii. 19, 22) and by Huther, see quota- 
tions in Lücke iz Joc. Several modern scholars 
who take the soothing view of the subject- 
matter of this verse explain it thus: ** We 
shall convince our hearts as in His presence 
that [if our heart condemn us] that God is 
greater than our hearts." 'The Greek is 
understood thus :—meicopev ras kapOtas...óTi 
[éàv kataywooky juov ý) Kapdia] dre uei(ov, 
K.r.A.—the second dri being simply a resump- 
tion of the first by repeating it. Cf. the re- 
sumption of ovros by o?ros after a parenthetic 
clause in James i. 25. 


Beacon believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whe- 
ther they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the 
world. 








abject unreasoning submission to authority. 
GO x Gor xi To, Xiv- 293, Dimers 
See note on x Thess. v. 21. It must have 
been a crisis-time in the spiritual world, 
cf. Apoc. ix. 1—3. We must remember that 
at Ephesus, and in Asia Minor generally, 
St John found not only a heresy of the intellect 
in Cerinthus and the Gnostics, and a heresy 
of the senses in the Nicolaitanes, but also a 
heresy of magic and mysticism. ‘The streets of 
Ephesus were full of theoleptics and convul- 
sionaries; magical practices and invocations 
were pursued by the educated with a pas- 
sionate interest to which modern spiritualism 
presents but a feeble parallel (see the ‘ exor- 
cists,” ‘curious arts,” and ** books " spoken of 
in Acts xix. 19). St Paul triumphed for a 
season (ibid. vv. 17, 20). But Persian Magi, 


v. 2—6.] 


2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God : 

3 And every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: and this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world. 


4 Ye are of God, little children, 
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and have overcome them: because 
greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world. 

5 They are of the world: there- 
fore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. 

6 We are of God: he that know- 
eth God heareth us; he that is not 
of God heareth not us. Hereby know 
we the spirit of truth, and the spirit 
of error. 








with their enchantments and philtres, Egyp- 
tian hierophants, Chaldean astrologers, came 
to Ephesus year after year. Cabalistic letters, 
called Ephesian letters, were in reputation for 
their power of healing or divination. (Clem. 
Alex. ‘Stromat.’ I. pp. 386 sqq.) Apollonius 
of Tyana found an enthusiastic reception in 
Ephesus (Baunard, *L'Apótre S. Jean,’ pp. 
277—288). It may be added that St John's 
Epp. contain no hint of the Apostles exercising 
gifts of healing. Even in the Acts, immedi- 
ately after Pentecost, while Peter and John 
walk together, the influence of the former in 
this department completely overshadows that 
of the latter. Peter performs the miracle. 
John assists in silence by faith and prayer. 
(Acts iii. to iv. 22.) 

many false prophets are gone out into the 
world] It was a critical time in the spiritual 
world; cf. 2 John, v. 7. For the words 
* gone out,” see supra, ii. 19. The idea is 
given in a poetry of awful symbols, Apoc. ix. 
Teas 

2. Hereby know ye] It may be indic. or imp. 

that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 

the flesh] Jesus Christ come in the flesh. 
(Note the perf. partic. éAgAvÓóra, the per- 
nanent state or condition consequent upon 
His having come; and cf. the pres. (épxopevov 
ev gapki) 2 John v. 7. In this passage the 
Incarnation is looked upon as a past fact with 
permanent consequences in the present—in 
2 John 7, as a present and continuous prin- 
ciple.) 

3. And every spirit that confessetb not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh] ‘Tischend. 
and others read, ‘‘ every spirit that confessetn 
not Jesus,” omitting the following words, 
« Christ...come in the flesh” (Reiche, how- 
ever, argues for their retention). A celebrated 
controversy rose upon this text. See Addi- 
tional Note. . 

is not of God] from God. 

this is that whole power and princi- 
ple of the Antichrist] (rò rod Avr- 
xpiorov). Prob. not spirit understood (as 
in A. V.), but a generalizing use of the neuter 
for essence and character, denoting a collective 
whole, (** When we wish to express as gene- 


rally as possible all that belongs to or proceeds 
from the person or thing signified by the accom- 
panying word, the omission of zpáypa or mpáy- 
para is regular.” Donaldson, ‘Gr. Gr.’ 357.) 
whereof ye have heard that tt is coming] 
not only in this Epistle, but as an integral 
part of Catholic tradition in which they lived 
and breathed. Cf. 2 Thess. ii. 5. 4 

4. Ye are from God, children! and 
have overcome them. ‘In the very heat of 
conflict the children of God know that the 
victory is won” (Disterd). ‘The victory of 
truth is taken for granted. (Neander.) Cf. 
Gospel, xvi. 33. 

them] sc. the false prophets, v. x supra. 

he that is in you| sc. the Personal Word. 
Cf. *the Word of God abideth in you,” 
supra ii. 14. Ignatius, after St John’s death, 
writes to the Church of Ephesus in a strain 
derived from this passage, as if sure of being 
understood by them. ‘‘ Let us do all things, 
as if He were dwelling permanently in us, 
that we may be His temples, and that He 
may be in us our God, which He both is and 
will appear before our face.” (Ignat. ‘ Epist. 
ad Ephes. xv.) ‘‘Every one who hears—the 
words ‘ye have overcome —lifts his head, and 
would be praised. Nay, exalt not yourself. 
See who has overcome in you. Greater is He 
that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 
(St August. in Epist. Joann. Tract. VII. 2, 
Epp. Ill. p. 2, 2050.) 

5. ‘They are from the world. ‘There- 
fore from the world is the very form verbally 
of that which they speak" (Aadotdow). On 
the implied difference between dade, atd, 
and Aéye, Adyos, cf. John viii. 43, ** Why do 
ye not comprehend the form and mode of 
speech so peculiarly Mine own (riv Aadcay 
tiv éujv)? because ye are morally incapable 
of hearing with true reception the substance 
of the message which is emphatically Mine 
(rov Aoyov Tov éudy).’ 

6. ‘The testimony which St John bears 
in this verse is broad enough to include all 
who have truly received Christ by faith: it is 
narrow enough to exclude all who make any 
other than Christ the service of their life” 
(Düsterd). 
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7 Beloved, let us love one an- 
other: for love is of God ; and every 
one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. 

8 He that loveth not knoweth not 
God ; for God is love. 

9 In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God 
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[ve wrt. 


sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 

10 Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son f£» be the propitiation for 
our sins. 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another. 





the Spirit of The Truth] Who is He? 
Gospel xiv. 17, xv. 26, xvi. 13. ‘The article 
should be preserved in translating all these 
passages. See Additional Note on 3 John 3. 


SECTION VIII. iv. 7—v. 2. 


7. love...every one that loveth] Love (y 
ayarn), the “charity” of St Paul. (For this 
word, see notes, Vol. 111. pp. 338 and 376.) 
On the distinction between dyann and día, 
the peculiarly Christian use of dyázz, and the 
absence of gpas, the student should read five 
beautiful pages in Archbp Trench’s ‘Sy- 
nonyms of the New Testament,’ pp. 39—43. 
* It should never be forgotten that d»ydz is 
a word born within the bosom of revealed reli- 
gion; it occurs in the LXX., but there is no 
example of its use in any heathen writer what- 
ever" (p. 42). ** A wicked man may have Bap- 
tism. He may have prophecy. He may receive 
the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ 
(1 Cor. xi. 29). All these things a wicked 
man may have. But no wicked man can 
have charity.” (St August. ut supra, 2031.) 


8. God is love] Cf. v. 16. ‘There is 

something in this much beyond the mere So- 
cinian view that ** God is benevolent ;” or even 
the Calvinistic view that God has given in 
Redemption most touching evidence of His 
love to man, though these are included. It 
has been observed that ** Reformed expositors 
have a tendency to see in these words not a 
Nature of love but proofs of love" (Düsterd); 
while the theologians of the Primitive Church 
and Lutheran and Roman Catholic expositors 
rather find in them that God is Love in- 
wardly, so to speak, as well as outwardly—by 
essence as well as manifestation. ‘God is 
Love” points not only to our Creation and 
Redemption, but to an inner essential Love 
in the everlasting Trinity. And this Love 
becomes the solution of the mystery of exist- 
ence—the answer to the question, ** Why did 
God create?" There was no outward ne- 
cessity ; no compulsion but that of love, for 
love is in its nature diffusive and creative. 
‘Brevis laus, et magna laus; brevis in ser- 
mone, magna in intellectu." (St August. ut 
supra, 2045.) (See Additional Note.) 

9. In this was manifested the love of God 
in us] Toward us is not an adequate trans- 
lation of év riv. It is more than the simple 
dat.: it means not only ‘bestowed upon 


us,” or *acting toward us,” but in us. Cf. 
Acts iv. 12 (8e0ouévov év dvÜpémow), so also 
*the grace of God given in the Churches 
of Macedonia” (2 Cor. viii. 1). ‘+The gift or 
grace was not only -bestowed upon, but 
operated im, the Churches. It was a grace 
working zz them by love” (Bp Wordsworth, 
* N. T. 11. 167). C£. Bp Bull, ‘Works,’ vi. 
99, 100; Olshausen, ‘Commentary,’ III. 396. 

that God hath sent] Perfect (dzéoraAkev). 
This perfect, implying the present, permanent, 
continuing effect of the mission of the Son of 
God, should be carefully compared with the 
aorist of the same verb in the next verse 
(dwéoreihe), which signifies the propitiation 
effected by that mission considered as one 
great act. For a fine illustration. of the 
distinction between the aor. and perfect, and 
of the force of the tense here, see ** He 
anointed Me...and batb sent Me," the former 
(€xpucé pe) viewed as what took place once, 
the latter (dméoradké pe) as still present in 
its effects. (St Luke iv. 18.) Winer, Part 
HI. § xi. p. 287. Note the bearing of the 
verse upon the doctrine of the Atonement, 
(1) We did not first become objects of 
God's love in consequence of the Atonement. 
Rather, the sending of the Son was an 
evidence of a love which already existed. 
(2) God's love was not evoked by ours, but 
preceded it, even when we were aliens in heart. 

His Son, His only-begotten. The title 
which St John chooses here for our Lord is 
selected with deep thoughtfulness to indicate 
and enhance the extent and preciousness of 
the Father's gift. ‘This title of Christ occurs 
only here and in St John's Gospel, i. 14, 18, 
iii. 16, 18. The word does not signify, as 
some of old thought, brought into existence 
by the One God, but the Only Begotten One 
(6 povos yevvgÓeis). St Basil, Lib. 11. ‘adv. 
Eunom.' 

10. sent His Son a propitiation] 
Cf. supra, li. 2. 


ll. if God so loved us] If expresses no 
doubt; it is conditional only in form, and 


in sense is almost equivalent to since. Cf. 
Gospel, vii. 4; Rom. xi. 21. 
so loved us] Cf. Gospel, iii. 16. The so 


is not merely immeasurable love—so much— 
but refers to the manner of His love, as de- 
scribed in v. ro—not to the quantity, so to 
speak, but to the quality of the love. 


v. 12—16.] 


12 No man hath seen God at 
any time. If we love one another, 
God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. ; 

13 Hereby know we that we dwell 
in him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his Spirit, 
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I4 And we have seen and do tes- 
tify that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world. 

15 Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwell- 
eth in him, and he in God. 

I6 And we have known and be- 





12. God) Both here and St John i. 18, 
the Divine Name stands without the article. 
This confirms the inference that he is speaking 
not of the Father in particular, but of the 
Godhead (see the important note on John i. 
18), which is the doctrine of the greatest 
teachers of the Church. ‘t When the Arians 
said that the Father only was invisible, Athana- 
sius asserted from Scripture and reason the 
equal invisibility of the Trinity, proving that 
God is not seen save by the assumption of man- 
hood—but that as regards the proper nature of 
Deity, God is invisible—i.e. Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost—save as far as He can be known 
mentally and spiritually.” See this and other 
testimonies to the same effect. (St August. 
t Epist.’ CXLVIII. Tom, II. 626, Edit. Migne.) 

God no one hath ever yet beholden. 
True! He is invisible. But, if we love one 
another, He comes very close to us. Yes! He 
abideth in us. "The connection is so ex- 
plained by à Lap. Huther, Düsterd. We 
must observe carefully the distinction between 
the simple szg2£ spoken of in the Gospel i. 18, 
and the intent contemplation of the verb here 
used (reOéatav). The question how this state- 
ment is to be reconciled with St Matt. v. 8, 
I John iii. 2—and with the sight of God attri- 
buted in the Old Testament to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Job, Moses, Micaiah, Isaiah 
(Gen. xviii. r, xxvi. 2, xxxii. 30; Job xxxviii. 
1; Exod. xxxiii. ir; 1 K. xxii. 19; Isaiah vi. 
1)—Às discussed at length by St Augustine in 
an Epistle which won the enthusiastic admi- 
ration of Bishop Pearson—(‘‘that golden 
Epistle." ‘De Invisib. Dei,’ Lect. xri. ‘Minor 
Theol. Works’ I. 118—127). St Augustine 
points out that the sight spoken of is not that 
of exterior objects or of mental phenomena. 
God's words to Moses—'' thou canst not see 
My face: for there shall no man see Me, and 
live” (Exod. xxxiii. 20)—lead to the solution 
of the difficulty. No living man in this life 
can see Him and live. The right view of 1 
John iii. 2 refers to a sight of God very dif- 
ferent from that which was enjoyed by Moses 
and others upon earth. They saw Him when 
He willed, with that sort of sight which He 
willed, not in the inner glory of that Nature 
in which He remained hidden, even when in a 
sense He was seen. ** We shall see Him as 
He is" (x John iii. 2) exactly answers to the 
sight which was withheld from Moses (Exod. 
' XXXiil 20, 22, 23). ‘‘This you can under- 
Stand so far as you are united to God, and 


prepare yourself within as the incorporeal 
place of His dwelling to hear the silence of 
His speech, and to see His invisible form. 
‘The pure in heart shall see God.’ Not that 
He shall appear to them as a body from any 
interval of place—but that He shall have come 
to them and made His abode with them. For 
they shall be filled with all the fulness of God, 
not that they shall become fully God, but 
that they shall be perfectly full of God."...... 
tt Great theologians have well said that the In- 
visible God is seen invisibly, z.e. by that nature 
which is also invisible in us—by a pure heart." 
S. August. ‘ Epist.’ CXLVIZ, CXLVIII. Opp. 
Tom. IL 596—630. St John vi. 45, 46, 
should be carefully studied. Learning from 
the Father as a consequence of continuing to 
hear His teaching is markedly distinguished 
from seeing Him. The first belongs to all who 
come to Jesus: the second is the exclusive 
attribute of the Son. 

God abideth în us. 

his love is perfected in us| Not sharply 
either ** His love to us” or *our love to 
Him ;" but—‘‘the relation of love between 
us and God (on God's part already perfected) 
is perfected zz us, if we love one another." 
“ Have you begun to love? God has begun 
to dwell in you. Love Him who has begun 
to dwell in you, that by dwelling in you more 
perfectly He may make you perfect.” (St 
August. in Epist. Johann. Tract. VIII. 12.) 


13. Supra, ài. 24. ‘“ Whence know we 
then that He hath given us from His Spirit ? 
Ask your own heart. If it is full of love, you 
have the Spirit. Whence know we that you 
may thus know that the Spirit dwelleth in you? 
Ask St Paul (Rom. v. 5).” (St August. ut 
supra, 2043.) 

14. “We have seen with adoring wonder— 
and the impression of the sight abides with 
us (reĝeapeĝða)—and are bearing witness 
(uaprvpotpev)—that the Father hath sent 
(perf.) the Son as the Saviour of the world.” 
One of the numerous /oops that bind the 
Epistle to the Gospel. It is the phrase of the 
Samaritans, who have been convinced, not 
only by the woman's witness, but by their 
own hearing, in St John's Gospel, iv. 42. 
The language here is certainly such as would 
be inappropriate in any but an eyewitness. 

. 16. “We know and bave believed and 
continue to believe in” (memiotevkapev) (cf. 
Gospel, xx. 29), z.e. we have not only ** made 
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lieved the love that God hath. to 
us. God is love; and he that dwell- 
eth in love dwelleth in God, and God 


in him. 
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Ivi 


17 Herein is tour love made per- t Gr. Zve 
with us. 


fect, that we may have boldness in 
the day of judgment: because as he 
is, so are we in this world. 





an act of faith" at some past time, but con- 
tinue now in possession of that faith as the 
result. 'That in which we believe is the love 
that God hath in us—not only 7o us but in 
us, by virtue of the Incarnation. It is impos- 
sible to understand the Epistle here without 
a reference to the Gospel. ** We have nown 
the love which God hath in us." Why so? 
Because Jesus promised—‘ ye shall know that 
I am...in you”—“I will make it known to 
them that the love with which Thou lovedst 
Me may be ia them, and I im them” (xvii. 
26). It is yet another instance of the connec- 
tion of suggestion between the Epistle and 
Gospel. (aorevew mi, to be persuaded of 
anything, to believe it with an underlying 
notion of constancy in the persuasion—ze- 
mzicTeUkapev THY ayanny, We are fully per- 
suaded of the love of God. See Bretsch. 
‘Lex. Man. N. T? s.v.) The passage may 
also be explained by looking upon “we be- 
lieve” as parenthetical. ** We have known 
[and we still permanently believe it] the 
love," &c. It has been profoundly remarked 
by Bossuet upon this verse, that it goes to 
the very root of the heresies upon the In- 
carnation which St John had in view. Such 
heresies generally have refused to receive nei- 
ther the power, nor the wisdom of God, but, 
strange to say, His goodness. ‘The mystery 
under which the pride of the sophist sank 
was, at its root, the mystery of the love of 
God. ‘In all mysteries let us give as the best 
reason, God so loved the world. ‘That is the 
doctrine of the Master, and the beloved dis- 
ciple well understood it. In his time the here- 
siarch Cerinthus would not believe that God 
could make Himself man, and the victim for 
sinners. What is the answer of the Theolo- 
gian of the New ‘Testament to the heresiarch ? 
What symbol, what new confession of faith, 
does he oppose to the nascent heresy? Hear 
and wonder—we have believed the love that 
God hath in us! ‘There is the whole faith of 
Christians; there is the cause and abridgment 
of the whole Creed." (‘Oraison Funébre 
d’ Anne de Gonzague.’) 

A philosopher of the day has said ‘that 
theologians fail by attaching themselves to the 
Christian symbol instead of to the moral senti- 
ment which carries immeasurable Christianities 
in its bosom.” (R. W. Emerson.) St John 
says that the two are one in Christ—that the 
symbol is a sentiment. ‘The Creed which we 
believe is **the Love which God hath in us.” 


17. Herein hath the love been per- 
fected (and is consequently perfect) with 
us] (5 ayary ped judy), love with us (“ be- 


tween us, mutual love,” Bretsch.), love gene- 
rally to God and man, is fulfilled and per- 
fected in this, viz. that we may have boldness 
in the day of Judgment—because as He who 
is the Love, is (abiding in deathless love in 
the unfading picture in the Gospel which you 
may contemplate, in the Heaven above where 
you may lift up your eyes and see Him by 
faith, in your hearts where He abides), so are 
we in this poor fallen world. It is difficult 
not to feel that there is some subtle reference 
to the idea of God with us (Matt. i. 23), 
and to our peace with God, with man, 
and with ourselves, through the Incarnation. 
(See Bp Wordsworth.) 4s He is—is pre- 
sentiating (see supra, i. 2, ili. 2; John v. 2) 
—so are we too, Cf. even as He is pure (iu. 
3); also as He is righteous (iil. 7). The we 
are answering to the He is brings cut more 
subtly the idealising and unattainable cha- 
racter of the standard. See on éxeivos (** He, 
and none else”), ii. 6. 

in tbe day of. judgment] in the day of The 
Judgment. 

tbe day| 'The Hebrews distinguished two 
“ages,” that before Messiah, and that after 
Him. (See Additional Note at the end of 
2 Thessalonians.) The ‘‘last day” is the last of 
the “age,” in which Christ shall come again. 
‘The day of the Judgment” is the day ap- 
pointed for the Judgment. According to St 
John’s use of language xpicis is (a) the se- 
paration and critical discrimination which goes 
on necessarily and spontaneously by the very 
fact of our Lord's appearance and witness 
between men as they receive or reject Him, 
with special reference to its condemnatory 
aspect (John iii. 19—27, the sentence of con- 
demnation upon this world, did. xii. 31; cf. 
xvi. 8—1i1); (b) the Jast Judgment, with a 
special inclusion of the condemnation of those 
rejected in ‘‘the resurrection of judgment,” z.e. 
sequacem babens condemnationem (John v. 29); 
(c) a usage including both these senses— My 
judgment, the judgment which is peculiarly 
Mine” (John v. 30), “all judgment” (ibid. 
v. 22), ke. totum judicandi negotium—the 
whole long series of judgments culminating in 
the Great Judgment, the long process of dis- 
crimination with its last and awful sequel. 
St John’s eschatology is at one with that 
of St Peter and St Paul, and looks on the 
day of Judgment—the ‘‘Zas¢ Judgment,” as 
it used, with true instinct, always to be called 
—with a vivid realization, as if it were all 
but present (cf. Rom. ii. 15, 16). (See on 
the subject, Grimm, ‘Clav. N. T.’ p. 191 and 
P. 247.) It is well to note the Johannic 
phrase (7j dpa rs kpíaeos avrov) Apoc. xiv. 7. 


v. 18—21.] 


18 There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth 
is not made perfect in love. : 

19 We love him, because he first 
loved us. 

20 If a man say, I love God, and 
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hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he 
that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? 

21 And this commandment have 
we from him, That he who loveth 
God love his brother also. 





18. A great Christian thinker reminds us 
here that there are two kinds of fear, one 
servile, the other holy—the fear of him who 
quails before punishment, and the tender fear 
of him who loves righteousness. ‘If there 
were at first no fear, there would be no en- 
trance for love. As in sewing, we see the 
thread passed through by the needle. The 
needle is first pushed in, but the thread cannot 
be introduced until the needle is brought out. 
So fear first occupies the mind, but does not 
remain permanently, because it entered for 
the purpose of introducing love” (August. 
t Tract. in Evang. Joann."). 

fear brings punishment with it] 
Not “fear is punished,” zor ‘leaves a con- 
sciousness of punishment," but there is punish- 
ment in fear. (6 dóBos Kodaow exer. The 
verb €y@ sometimes means that which some- 
thing brings with it in its train or company. 
So here and James i. 4, “let patience bring 
with it.” Bretschn. s.v.) “For him who 
abides in love, there is no subject of fear.” 
Among other such subjects, the fear of being 
judged by God tends to disappear; not that 
the Christian passes superficially over that 
most solemn truth, or entertains a shallow 
and deceptive security. But the guilty agi- 
tation which lays hold of the wilful sinner 
so long as he sees in God nothing but a 
severe and awful Judge—the trouble which 
is spread over the soul by a conviction of 
the “‘wrath of God"— gives place to quiet 
confidence in all who cherish those loving rela- 
tions with God established by Jesus Christ, 
of which St John has just spoken. The foun- 
dation of such confidence is not laid in the 
personal merit or sanctity or emotions of the 
Christian; that would be a precarious and 
tottering foundation. 'The sole support upon 
which any sinner can rely is the love of God 
revealed in Christ, by which he is united with 
his Saviour. There are two opposite points 
of view in the spiritual life; one considers 
God as a Father, to whom we remain united 
by love, and whom Jesus Christ has revealed 
to us—the other as a Judge, who acts upon 
us by the dread of punishment. ‘This is the 
Apostle’s point. It may well be that, even 
in a soul which has arrived at the liberty of 
love, there are .reactions of the spirit of bon- 
dage, returns to the yoke of fear broken by 
the Gospel. But St John speaks in the verse 
of an ideal spiritual condition, in which love 
reigns with undivided sway, so as entirely to 
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have banished fear. (So Neander.) St Augus- 
tine beautifully illustrates the two kinds of 
fear—one here mentioned by St John as in- 
consistent with love—the other inseparable 
from love. **Suppose two wives. The one 
who is faithless fears her husband's coming— 
such are they who fear the coming of the 
day of Judgment. The other, who loves her 
husband, desires his coming. Both fear. Ask 
one ‘Do you fear your husband?’ She will 
answer ‘I fear.’ Ask the other; she too will 
say, ‘I fear.’ The words are the. same; 
the feeling is different. Ask them why they, 
fear? One says, ‘I fear that my husband will 
come;’ the other, ‘I fear that he will go away.’ 
One says, ‘I fear to be condemned by him ;’ 
the other, ‘I then fear to be deprived of him.’ 
Transfer this to the Christian life—and you 
have the fear which is inconsistent with love, 
and the pure sweet fear which lasts on.” (‘In 
Epist. Joann. Tract.’ rx. 5.) 

He that Jearetb| He that continues fearing, 
the principle of whose spiritual life is fear (6 
poBovpevos). 

19. We love (omit him), because Le first] 
First (mpéros in the sense of m™porepos), cf. 
John i. 15, 18. ‘Our soul is defiled by sin; 
by loving God it is made beautiful. What a 
love is that which makes him who loves beau- 
tiful! How shall we grow beautiful? By 
loving Him who is beautiful.” (St Aug. ut 
supra, 2051.) Was St John thinking of his 
own gracious and unmerited call? (Gospel i. 
38, 39+) 

20. he that loveth not his brother] The 
neg. here gives a subjective tinge to the cast 
of the expression—“ any one of whom we 
conceive as belonging to such a class,” 

hath seen...batb not seem] ‘The perfect 
"^ sometimes equivalent to ‘I (have looked and) 
see” John ix. 37; 1 John iv. 20.” (Winer, 
* Gr. of N. T. D. Part 111. § xi. p. 290.) 

bow can be love God ** While men are con- 
tinually bidden dyamav r. 6eóv (Matt. xxii. 
37; Luke x. 27; 1 Cor. viii. 13) and good 
men declared to do so (Rom. viii. 28; 1 Pet. 
i. 8; x John iv. 21), the QuAeiv m. Oedv is 
commanded to them never.” (Archbp 
Trench, ‘Synon. of N. T p. 4o, where see 
the explanation of this.) Cf. also Hammond, 
* Practical Catechism,’ Lib. 1. Sect. 3; p. 56. 


21. he who lovetb God] He that continues 
loving, the principle of whose spiritual life is 
love, The present partic. with the. definite 
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article has almost the force of a substantive. 
See v. 18 supra, In the example and teach- 
ing of St John's Gospel, we have not only 
the moral law which is to rule the con- 
science, but the social law which is to govern 
society. So the love of man is taken up into, 
and becomes inseparable from, the love of God. 
St John not only exalts our duty towards our 
brethren; he makes it divine. **Tt is hard to: 
love men as men. Humanity in the mass: is 
so. vulgar, or so perverse, We must have de- 
spaired of social and human love altogether, 
if upon. the human object proposed to our 
love God had. not cast an elevating grandeur, 
and the beauty, of a superhuman. transfigura- 
tion. It is a point specially explained by the 
disciple of Jesus in his First Epistle. *If 
a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar’ (x John iv. 20). The law which 
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we have received from Him is a law of love, 
*that he who loveth God, love his brother 
also’ (ibid. v. 21). Such is the moral law 
which is also the law of holiness, of progress, 
of the future. It is going on for nearly two 
thousand years since the Epistle of St John 
presented us with its formula. Humanity and 
the world have as yet only drawn from it its 
first consequences, ‘These essays, poor and 
incomplete,as they are, have made civilized 
humanity what it is. Ask then of this love 
all that it can give. Do not mutilate it, by 
changing its very nature. Do not separate the 
love of God. from the love of man. Do not 
preach a sterile human fraternity by over- 
looking the Divine paternity, which is the 
trunk of the tree of life. Do not isolate at 
your own pleasure the law of religion from 
the law of society.’ (Baunard, pp. 342—345.) 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on CHAP. Iv. 3, 9 AND 16. 


3. Socrates asserted that ‘‘ Nestorius was 
ignorant that in the old copies of the Catholic 
Epistle of John it was written, ‘every spirit 
that dissolveth Jesus is not from God’ (mâv 
aveüpa. 0, Aver TOV Inooðv drò TOD Oco0 OUK 
esri). But this thought those who. wished to 
separate the Divinity from the economy of the 
Manhood, erased from the old. MSS. W here- 
fore the old interpreters- indicated this very 
fact when they related that some dealt deceit- 
fully with the text of St John's Epistle, wish- 
ing to dissolve (or sever) Him who is Man 
from Him who is God.” (* Hist. Eccles.’ VII. 
32.) 1t would seem as if Socrates himself 
were the only Greek evidence who remains. 
For (x) no Greek MSS., nor any: version, 
or author; except Latin!, support this; (2) 
several, ever of the Latins, cite the passage 
as it stands in the Greek texts (see Tert., 
St Augustine, Fulgent., in Reiche, * Comment. 
Crit.’ II 321). The reading is apparently 
of Latin origin, either from the old Latin 
version or some author of repute, probably 
Tertullian. The aim is clearly ‘polemical, 
against heretics, who distinguished between 
the Man Jesus and the Divine on, Christ 
—or the Divine and. Human Nature—and 
who as thus isolating the true Humanity, 
might be said to separate the Man Jesus from 
Christ as God, and as it were to *'dissolve" 
Him, This became inserted in the text. In 
the great Latin; Epistle of Leo.the Great (‘ad 
Elavianum,' X. cap. 5 ?), which was declared 
orthodox by the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 
451), translated into Greek, and elevated 
almost to the rank of a symbol, this.passage is 


1 « Omnis spiritus qui solvit Jesum Christum," 
Cod. Amiat.. Tertullian, however, knew of this 
reading and' combined it with the common 
reading, ‘Ady. Mare.’ v. 16. 

2 «Epist. XXVIII, (al: xxiv.) See the Ep. 
with Notes in Prof. Bright's ‘Sermons of S. Leo,’ 
146—183. 


quoted more than once as so/vit Jesum" (see 
Reiche iz Joc. and on x Tim. iii. 16). 

9,16. For dydmn, see 1 Cor. xiii. and the 
Additional Note, Vol. 111. 376. ‘The present 
writer arrived independently at the same 
general conclusion, viz. that dyarmy alone is 
best rendered charity, with ‘‘defining con- 
text” Jove. His reasons are these. (1) No 
reverent student of the N.T. can doubt that 
the exclusion of fpes from its pages is not 
accidental. The sole Greek word for love, 
untainted by degrading associations and un- 
confined by special limitations, sprang up not 
indeed within the circle of Christianity literally 
speaking, but ** within the sphere of revealed 
religion." (Archbp Trench.) (Ayamn is de- 
rived from dyamáe, which is connected with 
&yapat, wondering and reverential admiration. 
'The word is not found outside the circle of 
sacred thought, and is unknown to classical 
Greek as a substantive—for the reading in 
Plut. ‘Symp. Quest.’ vir. 6, 3, seems to be 
erroneous, It appears as the translation of 
Mans in the LXX., possibly from phonetic 
resemblance.) (See e.g. Eccles. ix. 1; Cant. 
viii. 6.) (2) The exclusion of épws from the 
N. T. imposes upon the translator a corre- 
sponding carefulness. ‘The old Latin version 
bears withess to this, (Augustine certainly 
refuses to recognize a distinction in the Latin 
Scriptures between amor or dilectio as bad, 
and caritas as good,. ‘De Civ. D. xxv, 7; 
but the argument is incomplete as regards 
caritas at least.) Dilectio is too cold, amor too 
dubiously ethical for dyámm, in spite of the 
* Deus amor est" of Bengel. Now the word 
caritas as compared with, amor is predomi- 
natingly ethical. The distinction is excel- 
lently drawn by Quinctilian. ‘‘ Amor malos, 
caritas jos.”  (* Instit, Orat? Lib. VI. Cap. 
II. 21, Tom. II. 495, edit. Spalding.) ‘The 
great rhetorician leaves no doubt as to his 
meaning. ‘The word 760s denotes that which 
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is less intense, more soothing, and is at once 
commended by its irresistible goodness, Cari- 
tas is love prescinded from selfishness and 
passion. ‘The word seemed providentially de- 
signed for the sacred dyann. ‘Thus charity 
passed into English. It 1s to be hoped that it 
will never be ultimately allowed to disappear 
from the English N. T. or from the Collect 
and Epistle for Quinquagesima Sunday. For 
(3) some moral and spiritual loss may ensue. 
It is often objected that charity is narrowed 
and vulgarized into the hard metallic form of 
alms—mere money or money’s worth, But 
against this, or anything of the kind, there is a 
perpetual stream of protest from quarters which 
are not theological. (Thus in his address to the 
Medical Congress, August 3, 1881, Sir James 
Paget said :—“ And to this we shall attain if 
we will remind ourselves that, as in every 
pursuit of knowledge there is the charm of 
novelty, and in every attainment of truth 
utility, so in every use of it there may be 
charity. I do not mean only the charity 
which is in hospitals or in the. service of the 
poor, great as is the privilege of our calling in 
that we may be its chief ministers, but that 
wider charity which is practised in a constant 
. sympathy and gentleness, in patience and self- 
devotion. And it is surely fair to hold that, 
as in every search for knowledge we may 
strengthen our intellectual power, so in every 
practical employment of it we may, if we 
will improve our moral nature; we may 
obey the whole law of Christian love.") After 
a careful search, the present writer is unable 
to find in Shakespeare one single instance 
where the word “charity” is used in any other 
sense, than that of pure, noble, disinterested 
gentleness (* M. of Venice,’ Iv. 1; ‘2nd Part 
of Henry VI.’ mm. 1; ‘Richard III.’ 1, 5; 
‘Henry VIII.’ 1, 2). Nay, in one passage, 
love itself is distinguished from charity as a 
part from the whole, or a fruit from the 
principle whence it springs. King Edward 
Says, 
x Brother, we have done deeds of charity, 
Made peace of enmity, fair /ove of hate.” 
(‘Richard HI.’ Aet 11. x.) 
Granting, however, the force of the objection, 
the people may be constantly reminded to cor- 
rect and ez/arge their conception of charity 
by 1 Cor. xiii. 3. But no amount of teach- 
ing, it is to be feared, can absolutely purify 
“love” for some, or spiritually elevate it 
for others of eur race and language. Poetry, 
romance, history, common conversation, asso- 
ciations almost as wide and strong as human 
life, have fixed love in the region of passion, 
The writer has examined more than 300 pas- 
sages in Shakespeare in which the word is 
found. It is only used in fifteen or twenty 
for the affection of brother, sister, parent, or 
for general benignity (then mostly qualified 
by an epithet, e.g. “kind,” ‘ fair," **comely," 


* unfeigned ”), in all other cases it signifies the 
passion which has been glorified by chivalry, 
the theme of poets and novelists. For all 
these reasons, the present writer deeply regrets 
the disappearance of “charity” from the Re- 
vised Version of the N.T, (The rendering 
“of love” in x Peter v. 14 seems to him to be 
specially unadvisable.) When new ideas are 
projected into the realm of thought, new words 
necessarily come into existence. It has been 
remarked that the French Revolution at once 
added largely to the French dictionary, When 
God created a new thing upon the earth, and 
bestowed a new gift upon regenerate human 
hearts, His Word gave it a new name. Ordinary 
speech, even Greek speech, could not render 
the idea; iia, PiravOporia, cropyy, pas, 
were inadequate or worse. ‘The very fact of 
‘charity’ being a word out of the ordinary 
sphere gives it an advantage as a rendering of 
ayarn. 

[The derivation of the word seems to 
throw little light upon the question. How- 
ever, by the kindness of a friend, deeply versed 
in comparative philology—the Dean of Clon- 
fert—the writer is enabled to add the follow- 
ing interesting note, **'There can be no doubt 
“that Eng. Jove, Ang.-S, lufu, Goth. lubo, 
* are all the same root as Sans. /ubb—cupere, 
* desiderare. ‘The essential element of its 
* meaning is the tension of desire; but not 
“ necessarily of concupiscence. On the con- 
“trary, in Goth. the same root is applied in 
“ the substantive /ubains to express hope; and 
* there is a kindred root /awb which expresses 
“estimation, approval. Galaubs kas (vessel) 
“is Ulfilas's translation of eis ruujv oxedos in 
* Rom. ix. 21, and ga-/aub-jan is Goth. for 
“ glauben to believe, and us-laub-jan for er- 
“ Jauben to- permit. No doubt also /ibet, Jubet, 
“ libido are kindred words, and Ximropat, Ni- 
t maprjs, Niy expressing the tension of eager- 
“ness. Of the same family, but more remote, 
“is Goth. Ziban, Eng. ive, expressing the 
“inner force of life. It is hard to find any 
“root which can be identified with amo, but 
“I think it appears from its uses and from 
** amicus and amoenus that it expresses not the 
“ tension of desire but the relaxation of enjoy- 
* ment. That this is also the Grundbedeutung 
** of dyamn is evident from the passages quoted 
“in Liddell and Scott under dyaráo ; but it 
** js as difficult to identify this with any other 
“root as it is for amo. Carus is precisely 
** dear and caritas dearness. ‘There is little or 
“ no desire in it, still less relaxation of enjoy- 
** ment, but rather the tension of prized pos- 
* session which becomes want in the absence 
“of possession. ‘There is no other root to 
* which carus can be affiliated though the 
** Greek yp- is akin to its latter meaning, and in 
“it the tension or bond may be ethical, ypeia, 
“xp. Sanskr. vr—desiderare, petere, optare, 
** eligere, is the same root as that of Fépos."] 
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CHAPTER V. 

` t He that loveth God loveth his children, and 

_  heepeth his commandments: 3 which to the 

faithful are light, and not grievous. 9 Jesus 

is the Son of God, able to save us, 14 and to 

hear our prayers, which we make for our- 

selves, and for others. 

HOSOEVER believeth that 

Jesus is the Christ is born of 

God: and every one that loveth him 

that begat loveth him also that is be- 
gotten of him. 
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[v. 1—5. 


2 By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love 
God, and keep his commandments. 

For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and 
his commandments are not grievous. 

4 For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the 





Cuap. V. 1. Jim that legat] The aorist. 

him that is begotten| The perfect participle. 
| 2. By this we know that we love the chil- 
dren of God, when we love God| St John’s 
meaning is finely analysed by Augustine: 
* How is this? A little before he spoke of the 
Son of God, not of the sons of God. Christ 
alone was proposed to our contemplation, and 
it was said (v. r)—then follows v. 2— 
therefore, he who loves the sozs of God loves 
the Son of God; and he who loves the Son of 
God loves the sons of God; nor can any man 
love the Father unless he love the Son ; and 
he who loves the Son loves the sons. What 
sons of God? The members of the Son of 
God. And by love he too becomes a mem- 
ber, and by love is knit and compacted into 
the body of Christ; and thus there will be one’ 
Christ loving Himself. (r Cor. xii. 26, 27.) 
A little above St John said of brotherly love 
(1 John iv. 20), But if you love your brother, 
can you love him and not love Christ? How 
can this be, since you love the members of 
Christ? When then you love the members 
of Christ, you love Christ; when you love 
Christ, you love the Son of God. Love can- 
not be separated. Choose any one of these 
objects of love; the rest necessarily follow. 
You say, ‘I love God the Father alone.’ 
False! If you love Him, you love the Son 
also, But, you say, I lovethe Father and the 
Son; but this alone. False! For if you love 
the Head, you love the members; and if you 
love not the members you love not the Head. 
Let no man excuse himself from one love by 
another. 'That love is so compacted into one 
that it makes all the loves which hang from it 
one, and fuses them as a fire. Unless the flame 
of love be kindled, the fusion of many loves 
into one cannot be. 
. know that we love the children of God.” (St 
August. ut supra.) 


SECTION IX. wv. 3 sqq. 


3. In reading A.V., alter the punctua- 
tion so as to connect v. 4 directly with the 
close of v. 3. 


of God overcometh the world.- (Turn 


When we love God, we’ 


His commandments are. 
not grievous, because all that is born' 


to the two commandments Matt. xxii. 37, 39- 
The whole of this Epistle is full of these two 
commandments,” St Aug.) In hearing that 
* weare to observe His commandments,” one 
thought may well occur—** The command- 
ments spoken of are those observed by Jesus, 
whose picture we see developed in the Sermon 
onthe Mount. There we have a law of sanc- 
tity beside which all human morality is pale. 
The task is difficult, impossible.” Nay, St 
John says the contrary. ‘They are not 
heavy." Such a declaration could only come 
from his own life and experience! (Cf. for 
the beginning of the verse the words of 
Raphael : 


* Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command." 
‘Paradise Lost,’ VIII. 634.) 


Here is one proof that His commandments 
are not grievous—a proof co-extensive with 
the world-wide spiritual combat of God’s 
children. ‘They are not grievous; for what- 
soever is born of God overcometh the world.” 


4. whatsoever is born of God | The neuter 
substituted for the masculine is an advance 
upon it. It designates a mark of the new 
nature abstracted from incidental peculiarities 
—a characteristic of the entire body as an- 
integral whole, From a different point of 
view the masculine (John vi. 40) is an advance 
upon the zeufer (ibid. v. 39). In the first, 
our Lord promises Resurrection to those who 
are given to Him in the mass, and as a whole.. 
In the second, he obviates the idea of a sort of 
pantheistic absorption, and individualizes the 
promise (cf. in vi. 37, the neuter immediately 
exchanged for the masculine). 

. born of God] For the perfect here see 
note, supra, ON iii. 9. 

the Conquest that has conquered the 
world—the victory that bas been victorious 
over it (the aor. denoting action completed 
once for all). The victorious power of Him 
who said I have overcome the world (xvi. 33), 
streams over upon redeemed humanity. ‘The 
victory is won, the mortal wound given, the 
head bruised. «me A 

-eur-faitb]- here runs into the objective 


yv. 


world, but he that believeth that Je- 
sus is the Son of God? 

6 This is he that came by water 
and blood, even Jesus Christ; not 


IV JOHN. V: 


by water only, but by water and 
blood. And it is the Spirit that 
beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth. 





sense—the faith, i.e. the Christian religion 
objectively as received by faith subjectively, 
-This sense of the word is found in Acts vi. 7, 
xiv. 27; Rom. i. 5. Observe that the faith is 
spoken of, not merely as the means of victory, 
but as a victory in itself, ‘There is something 
very. noble in this deep, silent, unexcited 
triumph—our faith zs a victory! [So Words- 
worth addresses Duty—-** Thou who art vice 
tory!” ‘Ode to Duty.'] 


6. This is he that came by water and blood, 
even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, 
but with the water and with the blood | 
Let us (i) attempt to bring out the exact 
force of the words here, and (ii) pass on to 
grasp their meaning. 

(i) The force of the words is—“This is 
He who came, conditioned (so to speak) 
by—with the intervention of. (6.4)—water 
and blood, not accompanied only by (èv) 
the water, but by the water and the blood." 
(See Additional Note at the end of the chap- 
ter.) (ii) A full examination of the meaning 
which is to be constructed out of these ele- 
ments, and. which must include the following 
verses, will occupy some space for its due 
development. The Epistle and Gospel (as 
.we have so often seen) must be constantly 
read together. ‘There is a perpetual reference 
‘in the former to the latter. ‘‘ The most per- 
.plexing incident in the Gospel” (xix. 34) is 
followed up in “the most perplexing pas- 
sage in the Epistle" (Bishop  Lightfoot) 
(r John v. 6). Now «v. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 are 
pervaded by, and are unintelligible without, the 
consideration that St John's Gospel aims at 
being a Gospel of manifold witness to Jesus. 
(a) A witness of men to Christ, with the 
attesting cries wrung from their hearts. (i. 7 
—49, iil. 2, iV. 39, Vi. 69, vii. 46, xil. 17, xx. 
28.) ‘The Gospel is a tissue woven out of 
many lines of human evidence. In v. 9, infra, 
«if we receive the witness of men," &c. the 
Apostle refers to his Gospel as that of suman 
witness. (5) It is also the Gospel of Divine 
witness in various forms: (1) Scripture (v. 
39—46), (2) His own (vill. 17, 18), (3) His 
Father's (vii. 18, xii. 28), (4) Miracles (v. 
36). In all these ways it is a Gospel of wit- 
ness, human and Divine. “The very word 
‘studs almost every page, and occurs in 
‘the Gospel nearly as often as in the whole 
of the rest of the New Testament. Now, 
it has scarcely been sufficiently noticed by 
interpreters of xı John.v. 6—12 that these 
verses advert to this great characteristic of the 
Gospel. This is indicated by the otherwise 
unaccountable prolixity of iteration of the 


.was far away in Heaven. 
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word zen times in five short verses. The Epi- 
stle points out (vv. 7, 8) that there is in the 
Gospel another series of witnesses, not obtru- 
sively visible, not outwardly audible, yet whose 
shadow falls upon every page, whose voice 
may be heard by the attentive ear. Mysterious 
fact! they are three. And thus it is: St John 
records in his Gospel that ** one of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith 
came thereout 4/ood and water” (xix. 34). (This 
blood and water is the order of fact and history.) 
To this St John adverts (x John v. 6) when 
he tells us **this is He who came...not accom- 
panied only by the water but by the blood." 
(The avater and blood is the ideal, mystical, 
sacramental, subjective order; the blood and 
water is the historical and objective order. 
"The first, therefore, is appropriately adopted 
in the Epistle; the second in the Gospel.) 
To us, no doubt, this may seem strange. 
Yet let us pause and consider St John's point 
of view. If any one fact remains historically 
sure it is that Cerinthianism prevailed in Asia 
Minor, and that St John wrote in part to 
meet its advances. Now Cerinthus separated 
Christ, the Divine /Eon, from Jesus, the 
good but mortal and finite man. The.two, 
he said, met at the waters of Jordan, upon 
the day of the Baptism, when Christ united 
Himself to Jesus for a few years, to leave the 
man for ever. Before the Passion the Divine 
ideal Christ withdrew, the man Jesus suf- 
fered, while the impassible, immortal Christ 
This St John 
utterly denies in w. 6. There is no such 
fortuitous juxtaposition of two beings. There 
is one Lord Jesus Christ—declared to be one, 
not only by His Baptism, the witness of 
water, but by His Passion, the witness of 
blood, not only in Jordan but on Calvary. 
Look at the pierced side, and we have a 
visible type and summary of this, not only 
the water but the blood! But, lying behind 
this, in deep and tender distance, there is 
assuredly something more than an allusion to 
a temporary controversy—something eternal 
as the Gospel. ‘The historical order, as we 
have seen, is in the Gospel (xix. 34), the ideal 
and sacramental in the Epistle (v. 6). ‘The 
water, the blood, the Spirit are three great 
factors in the Gospel; it is full of them. (The 
water, John iii, 5, cf, i. 26—33, il. 9, iii. 
r2) Ve As Ix: Foe! Glood ae Vln 52 
xix. 34. The Spirit, vii. 39, xiv: xv. 
xvi. XX. 22.) Now the water centres, so to 
speak, in Baptism (ii. 5), and the blood is 
symbolized, exhibited, applied, in Holy Com- 
munion -(vi.); and the Spirit, by His Divine 
power, is perpetually making them effectual, 
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7 For there are three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost: and these three 
are one. 

8 And there are three that bear 
witness in earth, the spirit, and the 








Thus the water and the blood in the Gospel 
and in the Church, in the Book and in the 
Sacraments, are abiding witnesses of the In- 
carnate Lord. For, if all else were swept 
away, these would be His witnesses. Why 
all these millions, generation after generation, 
baptized with water? Why that cup, blessed 
in so many churches in all lands with the 
words ‘This is my Blood”? Round this 
the whole external order of the Ministry is 
drawn. And before these stands a third 
Witness, who is Divine. Not only Sacra- 
ments—all the marvels of Christianity; the 
onward progress of its powers; the new 
creation perpetually called from the dust of 
human life; its peaceful and glorious vic- 
tories come from one source. It is the Spirit 
who calls forth in long succession preachers, 
missionaries, martyrs, reformers, healers, saints, 
The outward and inward in the Church are 
harmonious. Her master has given her an 
outward administration and an inward power. 
The water and the blood warn the Church 
not to spiritualize the material. ‘The Spirit 
savesthe Church from materializing the spi- 
ritual. See Additional Note at the end of the 
chapter. 

[This interpretation would not exclude a 
reference to expiation and sanctification—to 
the sacrifice and cleansing, the altar and the 
laver (Exod. xxx. 18, 21, xl. 6), so wonder- 
fully significant of the benefits of Christ's 
death. It is not inconsistent with the symbo- 
lical hint of the Divine and Human Natures 
of Jesus seen by so many ancient writers in 
the incident (John xix. 34), and constantly 
remembered, as they supposed, in the primi- 
tive usage of mixing water with wine in Holy 
Communion. It would include the quickening 
by the Spirit and the cleansing from sin—the 
ideas of the outpoured Spirit and of the sacri- 
ficed human life ** which underlie the two sacra- 
ments" and St John's use of the terms ** blood? 
and ‘‘ water.” See on St John xix. 34. 

And the Spirit is that which is wit- 
nessing that the Spirit is the Truth] 
The self-attestation of the Spirit crowning and 
. perfecting the outward and historical. On the 
Spirit as The Truth see Additional Note 3 John 3. 


7. For three are they who are wit- 
nessing. ‘Thus we have a Trinity of testi- 
mony, ‘‘the three genuine witnesses ” (Bishop 
Lightfoot on ‘Rev. of N. T. p. 24). “ This 
trine array of witnesses on earth is clearly 
supported, ànd has behind and above it the 
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[v. 7—9: 


water, and the blood : and these three 
agree in one. 

9 If we receive the witness of 
men, the witness of God is greater: 
for this is the witness of God which 
he hath testified of his Son. 


Trinity which is heavenly, archetypal, funda- 
mental, immortal" (Bengel). See Additional 
Note at the end of the chapter. 

'The numerical principle in human witness, 
and the notion of God as witness, were im- 
pressed upon St John from the lips of Christ 
(Gospel viii. 17, 18; cf. 3 John 12). While 
he writes here vv. 7, 8, his eye is fixed upon 
"Three personal witnesses. Observe the mas- 
culine partic., v. 7 (rpeîs elow of paprv- 
povvres), and then, though he mentions three 
subjects markedly in the neuter, with the 
thrice-repeated neuter article (v. 8)—and 
though his style generally has a tendency 
to prefer the neuter—as if the unexpressed 
Personal witnesses who occupied his thought 
overshadowed the page, overpowered his 
language, and could not be put aside—the 
repeated masculine after the three neuters (oi 
tpeis). ‘The ‘Schol. apud Matth., quoted by 
"l'ischend., observes—‘‘he speaks of these three 
in the masculine, because these are symbols of 
the Trinity.” It may be that after the express 
mention of the Spirit first (in consequence of 
the last words of the previous clause), the 
Father who regenerates is symbolized by the 
water (Titus iii. 5; 1 Peter i. 3; James 1.17, 
18), and the Son who redeems by the blood. 

and these three agree in one] (oi rpeis eis 
TO êv elow) co-operate to one end,—‘‘to the 
Subject of the leading clause, that Jesus is 
Christ" (Düsterd); perhaps *to overcoming 
the world? (v. 5). Bishop Wordsworth 
translates — ** these three” (masc.) ‘are 
(joined) into the one (the one Substance, 
neuter),” and compares St John x. 30 and 
xvii. 11, 22, in which the unity of the Persons 
is described by the neuter. There is high 
ancient authority for this interpretation. But 
a theological difficulty is suggested by Dr 
Burton, ‘ Bampton Lectures,’ Note 85, p. 526. 


9. If we receive the witness of men] The 
Jorm of the expression implies that we do as- 
suredly receive human witness. We receive 
it naturally as men, not merely supernaturally 
as Christians—necessarily and as matter of 
course. This is at once an appeal to the 
principle of rational, historical common-sense, 
and to the Gospel which that principle under- 
lies (see note, v. 6, and Additional Note at 
end of the chapter). 


10, 11. Read these verses with the central 
clause in parenthesis, thus: He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in him (or 
in Him). (He that believeth not God hath made 


Y. I0—135.] 


IO He that believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witness in him- 
self: he that believeth not God hath 
made him a liar; because he believ- 
eth not the record that God gave of 
his Son. 

II And this is the record, that 
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God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. 

12 He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life. 

13 These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name 





him a liar; because he hath not believed 
the witness that God hath witnessed of 
bis Son.) And this is the witness, that God 
gave fo us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 


10. the witness in him, ie. in himself] 
[Not probably Him, with reference to the 
Son of God as ‘‘ the living theology of Chris- 
tians,” the sphere in which the witness exists. ] 
From v. 6, we have had a summary of the 
Gospel as a Gospel of witness; the witness 
of the Spirit, of the water, of the blood, of 
men, Of God. Precisely the subjective addi- 
tion is now made which is natural. [The 
reading ev éavr found in N and received by 
Lachm. is probably not correct. But ajrós 
Sometimes has a reflexive force. The Vulg. 
translates iz semetipso.] All the objective wit- 
ness is crowned and perfected when it passes 
inwardly into the soul, into the heart and life 
— when the believer on. the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself. ‘The evidential im- 
portance of the inner witness is well stated by 
Baxter. “I am now much more apprehen- 
sive than heretofore of the necessity of well 
grounding men in their religion, and especially 
of the witness of the indwelling Spirit; for I 
more sensibly perceive that the Spirit is the 
great witness of Christ and Christianity to 
the world. And though the folly of fanatics 
tempted me long to overlook the strength of 
this testimony of the Spirit, while they placed 
it in a certain internal affection or enthusiastic 
inspiration, yet now I see that the Holy Ghost 
in another manner is the witness of Christ 
and his agent in the world. ."The Spirit in the 
Prophets was his first witness; and the Spirit 
by miracles was the second; and the Spirit 
by renovation and sanctification, illumination 
and consolation, assimilating the soul to Christ 
and heaven, is the continued witness to all 
true believers. And therefore ungodly persons 
have a great disadvantage in their resisting 
temptations to unbelief.” (Richard Baxter, 
History of his own Life and Times in 
Wordsworth’s * Ecclesiastical Biography,’ 
Vol. v. p. 568.) 

him] This is not logically a proof to 
others; but it is the proof of proofs to our- 
selves, (See Rom. viii. 16.) ** The first ques- 
tion asked of Laud was, what was the com- 
fortablest saying which a dying man could 
have in his mouth; to which he meekly made 
answer, cupio dissolvi et esse cum Christo. 
Being asked again what was the fittest speech 


aman could use to express his confidence and 
assurance, he answered with the same spirit 
of meekness, that sucb assurance was to be 
found within, and that no words were able to 
express it rightly.” ‘Life of Laud,’ by P. 

Heylin. Part 11. Lib. v. 55. Thus once more 
the Epistle appears as the subjective comple- 
tion of the whole Gospel of St John. 

' he that believeth not God] One uncial only 
(A) here reads, that believeth not the Son. 
This reading is not only weak in external 
support. For St John is not speaking of faith 
ia the Son— but of God's witness to His Son; 
to which witness of God Himself he who 
gives not credence is guilty of impiety, be- 
cause in disbelieving it he makes God a liar. 
(Reiche, ‘Comment. Crit.’ 

he that believeth not God hath made him a 
liar; because he is not a believer in the 
witness that God gave] There is a.double 
refinement of distinction in these words, which 
it is difficult to indicate in translation. (1) 

“ He that believeth not God.,.because he be- 
lieveth not" (6 u) morevov TA O€G...0ru où 
mentorevkev). In the last words the objective 
negative makes it pass from supposition to fact. 
The supposed case of the wunbeliever has 
passed into reality, and St John represents to 
himself an actual unbeliever, (2) Further, 
the first “he that Zelievetb not God,” rather 
signifies—/ not taking Him at His word," 
“not putting faith in His veracity "—the 
second, **believeth not the witness as Divine." 
[t mor. eds tiwa, i.e. honor Deo soli adhi- 
bendus,...sed z4ere/ew rivi, cum sit univer- 
salius, aliquando Deo, aliquando hominibus 
convenit" (Lampe). ‘This gives great force to 
John v. 38. “If they did not believe Him, 
how much less could they believe in Him?"| 
It is unbelief, not only denying His Divinity, 
but insulting His veracity. The translation 
of the same word in A.V. by witness and 
record (vv, Io, x1) is unfortunate. 


19. He that hath the Son hath tue life] 
He that hath not the Son hath not that life. 


13. These things have I written 
unto you that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life—ye believers in 
the name of the Son of God! 

There is great variety of reading here. But 
the readings may be divided into two classes, 
the contracted and uncontracted, with many 
slight shades of variation. The uncontracted 
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I Or, coz- 


cerning 
him, 


of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God. 

14 And this is the confidence that 
we have "in him, that, if we ask 
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[v r4, r$. 


any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us : 

15 And if we know that he hear 
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired 
of him. 





. may be represented by A.V.—the contracted 


‘which the Epistle turns. 


by Tisch. (raóra éypawa jpiv iva eire óri 
Conv €xere alóviov, of muaTevovres els TÒ Ğvopa 
TOU viov ToD Oeo). 

This reading is found in A, B, N, Cod. 
Amiat. (so the very old Coptic version word 
for word), and is approved by Lachm., 
Lücke, Huther, and many others. But the 
longer reading is less likely to have been intro- 
duced into the text, and copyists might think 
that the passage admitted of easy and judicious 
abbreviation. According to the T.R. and the 
translation of it in the A. V., the design of the 
epistle was twofold: (1) That, though be- 
lievers, they should know and be warned again 
that eternal salvation can only be by faith in 
"Christ. (2) That they should persevere in the 
same faith—that believing they should continue 
to believe. But this is the very hinge on 
The repetition of 
the same words—“ believe on the name of the 
Son of God"— may not find favour in the 
schools of human rhetoric; but it is quite in 
the style of St John, who loves to engrave 
his weightiest sentiments upon the minds and 
hearts of his readers by a repetition of words, 
‘or even of phrases. 

These things have I written] In letters, 
éypawa is used for ypape, as scripsi in Latin, 
in reference to the epistle which is being 
written. But we should be careful not to set 
down the former in all cases as an epistolary 
aor. Sometimes it points to a previous epistle 
(3 John v. 9). Sometimes it alludes to an 
epistle already concluded, or to a portion 
already finished of the letter in hand (x John 
ji. 21—26, v. 13). Winer, ‘Gramm. N. 
T. D. Part m1. $ xl p. 294. (Disterd, 
Ebrard, Bengel, however, consider these words 
as a formal conclusion of the whole Epistle.) 

believe in, &c.] 'The construction here 
denotes to give honour to, to trust in, as 
Divine; for the more usual expression em- 
ployed to signify belief in man as well as faith 
in God, see above, v. 1o. 

believe in the name] ** Name denotes the sum 
of a personality. Wahl interprets the Name 
of Jesus as Jesus, with all the ideas and me- 


; mories connected with His Name.” (‘Tholuck, 


‘Gospel of St John,’ p. 335.) The name in 
the absolute sense, in the eye of God, is that 
by which the true essence of the being named 
is characterized, and not only a connotative 
mark. ‘This verse is very important, as un- 
equivocally teaching that the main object of this 
Epistle is practical and spiritual, not polemical. 


14. And the confidence that we have to- 
wards sim consists in this, that] (Cf. 
Gospel, iii. 11, xvii. 3, &c.), i.e. ‘we have full 
confidence that....” 

he heareth us| Not exactly equivalent to 
“fulfil our petitions " (that is first mentioned, 
v. 15), but as in St John's Gospel for é£axoveuw 
(ix. 31, xi. 41, 42). 


15. if we know] A peculiar form, ex- 
pressing a very strong confirmation (éay with 
perfect indic., the only instance in the New Tes- 
tament)—‘ If we know, as we certainly do.” 

we know that we have] In the pregnant 
Johannic sense. It is almost parallel to the 
way in which the word is applied to future 
rewards and punishments to indicate their 
certainty (Matt. v. 46; Mark iii. 29; John 
li. 15; Hebrews x. 35; see Bretschn. s. v. 
€xo). Note in this passage two conditions 
of acceptable prayer—conjfidence, and harmony 
with God's will. 

the desires that we have desired 
from Him] St. John's language here is 
strikingly like x S. i. 17, LXX. 


16, 17. Under the general head of prayer, 
a special case requires to be considered. This 
difficult passage may be treated most satisfac- 
torily by a continuous paraphrase of vv. 12 
—21. 

* All the things contained in this Epistle 
I have written for two great ends to you who 
believe on the name of the Son of God —that 
ye may know that ye have already eternal life, 
and that ye may continue to believe on that 
name. 

** Continuing in this knowledge and belief 
we have confidence towards Him consisting in 
this—that if we ask aught according to His 
will He heareth us. And if we know—as we 
do—that He heareth us whatsoever we so ask, 
we know that we have the petition which we 
ask from Him. 

* Here is a case to be considered however. 
If any man see his brother sinning sin 
we will suppose it to be not to death, he shall 
ask, and God shall give him life, i.e. in the 
case of those whom we suppose not to sin 
unto death. There is sin to death. I do not 
say that he shall inquire concerning that. AI 
unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin which 
as a matter of fact is not unto death. 

** But be comforted. We know that every 
one who having been born of God continues 
in that blessed state is not an habitual sinner ; 
but the. true everlasting Son of God keepeth 


AO 16; 17:] 


16 If any man see his brother sin 
a sin which is not unto death, he shall 
ask, and he shall give him life for 
them that sin not unto death. ‘There 
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is a sin unto death : I do not say that 
he shall pray for it. 

17 All unrighteousness is sin : and 
there is a sin not unto death. 








‘him, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 
Yea, we know that we are of God, and the 
"world lieth wholly in the power of the wicked 
one. Not so with us. We know further that 
the Son of God is present, and hath given us 
an understanding to know the one True God. 
And in His Son Jesus Christ [this is the true 
"God and eternal life] we are in the True God. 

** Children! who are in the one true God and 
in the true God His Son, guard yourselves by 
one decisive act of self-defence from the idols." 


16. There is sin unto death] As to this, 
four tests are positively discoverable in the text 
itself. (a) It does not seem to be any single sin, 
but sin of a particular ind (there is sin). 
(8) From the emphatic way in which brother is 
used, it could only occur among Christians, 
in the full communion of the Church. (y) It 
would seem to be such sin as was, in some 
sense, perceptible and -wisible—'*if any man 
see.” (8) According to the Johannic sense of 
the word, the death spoken of cannot be bodily 
death from the judgment of God; or the mere 
spiritual losses—however grave and real —of a 
deserved excommunication. It must mean 
moral and spiritual death (x John iii. 14), 
deprivation of the life (supra, v. 12). It 
might seem as if its lineaments were traced in 
the previous part of the Epistle. By heresy, 
by unbelief, by obstinate wordliness, by want 
of love issuing in a Cainlike hatred, we may 
reverse the blessed transition ‘‘from death 
unto life" (1 John iii. 14), and pass from 
“life to death,” ze. to a state of spiritual 
(not yet necessarily eternal) death. ‘The com- 
pletion of this state is the passing out from 
the light of Christ and of His Church into 
darkness—possibly into apostasy and idolatry, 
or into atheism. This explanation seems to 
meet the whole context from v. 16 on. St 
John does not state whether such a sinner’s 
case is absolutely hopeless, whether he is de- 
finitively incapable of conversion. But he 
‘will not desire Christians to intercede for 
those who, as far as in them lies, have volun- 
tarily dipped the roots of their souls in poison, 
and sought to destroy their Christian life. 
The reference is here, as so often, to the 
Gospel of St John. Even among Christians 
there was the possibility of incurring the 
doom of which Jesus warned the unbelieving 
Jews—“ Ye shall die in your siz...in your 
sins” (John viii. 21—24). See Additional 
Note at the end of the chapter. 

He shall give to him (avrà) life, for them 
that sin not unto death (rois apaprdavovow pi 
pòs Oavarov). ‘These words may be ex- 


plained in two ways. (1) Apposition does 
not necessarily extend to gender and number. 
A plural in appos. may refer to a collective 
singular (1 Cor. i. 2; cf. 1 K. xii 1o, LXX.). 
*: He shall give life zo him, ze. to those sinning, 
in a way which may be conceived of as not 
unto death." (2) ** To him” may, more pro- 
bably, refer to the person asking. ‘t God shall 
give to him who asks in faithful prayer life for 
those (dativ. comm.) not sinning unto death.” 

There is sin unto death. I say not con- 
cerning that, that he shall inquire. 

I say not. “I say not that he (7e. the 
Christian brother) shall pray for it. Which 
may seem cautiously set. Not that he for- 
bids, but only doth not Sid, to pray for them, 
or did not promise good success to prayer 
offered for such an one.” (Hammond.) Cf. the 
prohibition: ** Pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither 
make intercession to Me” (Jer. vii. 16). (“It 
is not for any one to heal this sin but Christ 
only.”) ‘I do not command him to pray.” 
(Augustine, zz /oc.; cf. however ‘Retract.’ 1. 
19.) A Lap. paraphrases. well: ‘I have 
said above ‘that, if we ask anything accord- 
ing to His will He heareth us...that we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of 
Him? (vv. 14, 15). Yet 1 except one case, 
that of 'sin unto death, ze. if a brother 
have, to thy knowledge, sinned not unto 
death, pray for him, and I am full sure that 
this will be heard. But, if it be sin unto 
death, I must not, I cannot, engage. Yet I 
do not absolutely forbid intercessory prayer. 
Pray if thou wilt, but be not sure that thou 
wilt be heard.” 

Observe ‘‘sin not unto death” (v. 16), and 
again (v. 17). ‘In the former clause py is 
used as suitable to a subjective observation, 
dependent upon if he see. In the latter clause, 
ov occurs intentionally, since an objectively 
valid principle is expressed, a dogmatically real 
idea is established” (Winer). 

inquire] ‘This word (porjon) stands 
with marked emphasis at the close of the sen- 
tence, and is distinguished from ask (airnoec) 
at its beginning. See on John xvi. 23, and 
Archbp Trench, ‘Syn. N. T? xr. 


18,19. ‘The Apostle marks by a threefold 
we know three great general principles of the 
Epistle. 

(a) We are conscious that he who having 
been born of God continues in that blessed 
state, continues not in sin, kept as he is by 
the Son of God. (v. 18.) 

(4) We are conscious of a new nature 
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18 We know that whosoever is 
born of God sinneth not ; but he that 
is begotten of God keepeth himself, 
and that wicked one toucheth him not. 


and of lofty privileges which come from God, 
as contrasted with the world's entire devotion 
to the evil one. (v. 19.) 

(c) We are conscious of the presence of the 
Son of God, and of the faculty of knowing 
‘God given by Him. (wv. 20.) 

The Epistle is pervaded by tree relations— 
(a) to holiness, (4) to the world, (c) to the 
Person of Christ. See for (a) i. 6, ài. 3, 13, 
20, 27, li. 3; for (4) ii. 8, 15 sqq., iii. 13; 
(c) ii. 20—22. 

18. We know (otSapev)] A rare form 
elsewhere. The spirit of St John was one 
with that of his readers. Not only he, 
but the Church; not only an Apostle, but all 
Christendom. His own personal conviction 
enlarges, as it were, into that of the Church. 

The idea in the latter part of this verse is 
exactly opposite to that which is derived -from 
A.V. It is net that “he that is born of God 
keepeth himself ;” but that ** the Begotten of 
God (6 yervndeis ex rod Oeo), i.e. Jesus, keep- 

_ eth bim." The perf. not the aor, (see beginning 
of this v.) is used by St John for the human 
child of God. See for the idea—“ He that 
is of God” (6 év mapa rod Oeod), John vi. 
46, where a hasty reader thinks of the pri- 
vilege of every true Christian, not of the 
sole dignity of the everlasting Son of the 
Father. ‘The expression used by Chrysostom 
in commenting upon the latter passage throws 
light upon the verse before us—** what this 
essence is no one knoweth, save only He that 
was Begotten of Him” (6 yevynOeis é£ avrov). 
S. Joann. Chrysost. ‘In Joann. Homil? xv. 
(Tom. vir. 99, edit. Migne) We have here 
the statement of the Son of God (John xvii. 
12) generalized as a principle of the Christian 
life. Besides this, in the Gospel the Father 
is prayed by Christ to “keep” ‘Christians 
(xvii. 14, 15). Indeed, it may almast be said 
that neither in $t John’s writings, nor any- 
where else in the New Testament, are Chris- 
tians spoken of as absolutely and universally 
“ keeping themselves.” For xı Tim. v. 22; 
James i. 27; Jude v. 21, refer to “keeping 
themselves? in some special department of 
Christian duty or life. 

toucheth bim not] (prob. an allusion to touch 

- not Mine anointed, x Chro. xvi. 22, LX X.). 

The promise implied in this is fulfilled in him 

who having been born of God continues in 
that condition. 


19. We know that we are from God, and 
the world lieth wholly. 


Lieth wholly (6 kómpos ddos év T. m. kei- 
rai). Wholly, with emphasis, like Milton’s— 
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[v. 18—20. 


I9 And we know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedness. 

20 And we know that the Son of 








** where armies whale have sunk” (cf. **'Thou 
wast wholly born," John ix. 34). 

lieth wholly in the evil one. 
(** Mundus totus in Maligno” (not in malo) 
“ positus est." Vulg.) The meaning here ap- 
pears to be determined by the evil one of 
w. 18, and cannot therefore have any weight 
(additional to v. 18) in justifying the trans- 
lation (**deliver us from the evil one," Matt. 
vi. 13). The image may be taken from a 
‘child on a parent’s lap. Note the advance 
from toucheth in last verse to lieth wholly in 
this. 

We know that we are from God. ‘In an 
age when the purifying influences of the Spirit 
had no operation beyond the walls of the 
Church—and when, moreover, within those 
limits the Gospel was exerting its fullest influ- 
ence—Christians, conscious as they were of 
both hopes and virtues to which none but 
themselves could pretend, were liable to no 
embarrassment (whatever grief) in taking up 
the Apostle's profession, «we know that we 
are of God. While the Church and the world 
are in any such relative position, each exhibits 
its proper internal quality in the most con- 
spicuous manner,  Purity belongs to one, 
shameless confusion to the other. ‘The last 
living Apostle in the age of Trajan, he looked 
abroad upon the Roman world, and must, 
inspiration apart, boldly decide between the 
friends and foes of his Master” (I. Taylor, 
‘Saturday Evenings,’ pp. 59, 60). 


20. is here] (ket) “to have come and 
be here” (Winer, p. 290). Cf. Ps. xl. 7, 
‘NA (ke, LXX.), the very motto and Ich 
dien of the Son of God in N. T. * Venio 
quasi symbolum Domini fuit." (Bengel on 
Hebrews x. 7. See passages in * Bampton 
Lectures for 1876,’ p. 245, note r, 2nd edi- 
tion.) 

and hath given us an understanding] (&ud- 
vouav) that we may now Him that is true. 
An understanding, a faculty, a new sense. 
* We have five senses by which the visible 
world comes before us. Faith is a new sense, 
a new eye, by which the invisible world comes 
before us” (Tholuck). 4 

that we may know | Knowledge only in the 
deeper sense of the word. When it treats 
of the relations of two persons, it designates 
the * perfect intuition which each has of the 
moral being of the other” (Godet, ‘Sur l'Év, 
de S. Jean,’ 11. 542). 

bim that is true] Or, the Very God (r. 
dAnÓwóv Oeóv). Is this the true reading? It 
is supported by A among uncial MSS., and a 


v. 21.] 


God is come, and hath given us an un- 
derstanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 


T JOHN. V. 34 


D 
This is the true God, and eternal 
life. 


21 Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols. Amen. 





preponderance of versions,and Greek Fathers. 
(See especially Athan. «Orat. 111. c. Arjan.’ 
19.) It might indeed have been inserted by 
copyists for perspicuity, but it would not so 
constantly have appeared in quotations unless 
justified by ancient MSS. (cf. also John xvii. 
3; 1 Thess. à. 9). 

And in His Son, Jesus Christ [this 
is the Very God and Eternal Life], we 
are in the Very (sc. God). 

Waterland says, ‘ Admitting this reading 
it confirms this view: * We are in the true 


God, viz, the Father, by being in His Son, be- ' 


cause that Son is the True God. This is very 
expressive and significant, intimating that there 
is none so certain way of knowing the true 
God as by a teacher who is true God: nor 
any other way of being reconciled to God but 
by being united to one who is God ;—that the 
Son of God alone can be able to unite us to 
the true God, and that because He Himself 
is true God: who by being Incarnate could 
join Divine and human natures, God and 
man, in one.” (Cf. Irenæus: “No man can 
know God, unless God has taught him—that 
‘is to say, that without God, God cannot be 
known.” Quoted by Waterland. Moyer, 
Lecture vI.) 

* Allowing that a pronoun may sometime 
refer to a remote antecedent, yet it is not 
so usual, nor so natural, neither should it be 
presumed without manifest necessity” (;5;4.). 

eternal life] Eternal life is a title of Jesus 
(supra, i. 2). “He began his Gospel with 
observing that the Father is God, and the Son 
God also; so he ended his Epistle teaching us 
to believe in the Father as True God, and in 
the Son as true God too.” 

the Very God] ‘The Very, not the true. 
He who alone is really God, as distinguished 
from all idols. It seems most desirable to 
distinguish, when possible, in translation be- 
tween adnOns and ddnéivds. ‘The latter, as 
applied to God, denotes the Being who alone 
is worthy to be so called, because He alone 
realizes the idea expressed by God. As op- 
posed to idols, the one word Very implies all 
that is expressed in 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6. This 
truly Johannic word is found thirteen times in 
the Gospel and First Epistle of St John, ten 
times in the Apocalypse—only in six other 
places of the New Testament. ‘The Son, 
according to John, is not simply God, but 
Very God,” (St Athanas. ‘Orat. Iv. c. Arian,’ 
26, p. 648, edit. Thilo.) 


21. Children! guard yourselves from 
the idols. Guard yourselves —the aor. (pudd- 
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fare) as if by one decided act. Do so—and 
have done with it (see Bp Andrewes, *Anglo- 
Cath. Lib.’ r. p. 430; quoted by Donaldson, 
‘Greek Grammar, 413). (Cf. the present 
imperative in ‘keep fleeing from idolatry.” 
I Cor. x. 14.) The present imperative rather 
denotes ** measured and dispassionate " moral 
precept; the imperat, aor. is emotional and 
stringent (Winer, ‘Gr. N. T. Diction.’ Part 
I. $ xlii. 329, 330.) The word which we 
render guard occurs only in this place in 
St John’s Epistles, and three times in his 
Gospel (xii 25, 47, xvii. 12). It is dis- 
tinguished from the other word rendered 
keep in the A.V. (rnpeiv) as the outward 
guard of a gate or bulwark, from the inward 
principle of watchful observation. ‘‘Guard 
yourself by the bulwark of the Church—you 
have a strong city." (Ps. xxxi. 21; Isaiah 
xxvi. I.) The idols (dzó ray eio ov). 
‘These words must have had great emphasis 
in Ephesus; see Introd. 

Two important inferences from this passage 
should not be overlooked. (x) The horror of 
idols, indicated by the eloquent shudder with 
which the Epistle closes, is a characteristic 
which its writer possesses in common with the 
author of the Revelation. (Apoc. ix. 20, xxi. 
8, xxii. 15.) Cf. also for the idols, note on 
1 Thess, i. 9. (2) To St John is often attri- 
buted an intentional and exaggerated develop- 
ment of the glory of our Lord. If it were so, 
he took part in a successful conspiracy to give 
the honour due to God to one whom in his 
heart he believed to be a created being. But 
the instinctive fear and loathing of idolatry, 
manifested by the emphatic close of -the First 
Epistle, supplies a moral contradiction to this 
supposition. One curious fact may perhaps 
be noted as a possible effect of St John’s 
teaching. It has been mentioned as singular 
that no example of a heathen temple, con- 
verted into a Christian church, has been found 
in Asia Minor, anywhere on or near the track 
of the earliest Jine of the progress of Chris- 
tianity. (‘Byzantine Architecture; illustrated 
by Examples of Edifices erected in the East 
during the Earliest Ages of Christianity, with 
Historical and Archzological Descriptions.’ 
By Charles Texier, Member of the Institute 
of France, and R. Popplewell Pullan, Esq., 
F.R.I.B. A.)—It may be added that both the 
exhortation here, and the abstinence from 
direct use of the Old Testament throughout 
the Epistle, distinctly shew that St John was 
primarily addressing Gentile Christians. (The 
references in iii. 8—12 are to very elementary 
facts of Bible history.) 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES on Cuap. v. 6, 7, 8, 9, 16. 


I 


‘6. The view of this difficult passage given 
in the text is the result of anxious and pro- 
_longed consideration. The writer feels sure 
that he has arrived at his conclusion without 
-prejudice at least, as he commenced his special 
"study of the verse with a leaning to a different 
‘interpretation. ‘There are some remarks which 
-he is desirous to add. (a) It may be objected 
to the sacramental interpretation of the blood 
‘at least that the Holy Communion is in 
Scripture spoken of rather in connection with 
the sacred symbol of the Body than of the 
Blood of Christ. It should not be forgotten, 
however, that there are two passages in which 
the two sacraments are summarily referred to, 
in each of which the Holy Communion is 
described not by the bread but by the other 
element which stands for the Blood of Christ. 
"CMPatt xx. 22. 23; T Cor: xii. 13. For the 
-double sacramental reference of the second 
text, see Waterland’s powerful argument, 
* Works,’ Iv. 669 sqq. Cp. also the language 
of Ignatius, êv morýpiov eis Evwow roO atsaros 
avrov. ‘Ad Philad.’ rv.) (b) The view 
‘taken in the Commentary has been dear to 
many of the greatest divines of the Church 
of England. [‘‘ Behold the Fountain that is 
set open for sin and for uncleanness; a 
fountain not of water only, but of blood too! 
‘O Saviour, by that water we are washed, by 
‘that blood we are redeemed, ‘Those two 
sacraments, which Thou didst institute alive, 
flow also from Thee dead; the water of bap- 
tism, which is the laver of regeneration; the 
"blood of the New Testament shed for remis- 
sion of sins; and these together with the Spirit 
‘that gives life to them both are the three wit- 
‘nesses on earth whose attestation cannot fail 
‘us.’ (Bishop Hall, *Contemplations Book 
Iv. Contemp, XXXII.) “I stand upon the 
number ‘avo, because they are put together 
Co Cores. 3, x31, 53), Or learm at COM EOT 
‘John. Christ came not by water alone, but 
‘by water and blood. And there are three 
‘that bear witness; the Spirit that is the mi- 
mistry of the Gospel; the water, that is bap- 
tism, and the blood, that is the Lord's Supper.” 
(Bishop Taylor, * Christian Consolation.” Of 
Sacraments. Chapter v. Works I1. xliv. 
Bohn’s edition.) 


*&'l'hat they will pierce my side I full well 

know, 
Thatas sin came so sacraments might fow.” 
George Herbert, ‘ The Sacrifice.’ 


The words of the prayer in our Baptismal 
Service, by referring the water from the pierced 
side to Baptism, would seem to imply the 
‘application to the other sacrament also: ** Who 
for the forgiveness of our sins didst shed out 
of Thy most précious side both water and 
blood, and didst command Thy disciples that 


they should go and teach all nations, baptizing 
them...Sanctify this water to the mystical 
washing away of sin,” &c, (This form is 
taken from ancient Liturgies. See Palmer, . 
‘Orig. Liturg.’ 1. 187.) It may be added 
that St John’s view of the sacramental life as 
twofold and twofold only exactly corresponds 
with-St Pauls, x Cor. x. 1—4. 


D 


Ovros grw 0 éA8àv Ov QBaros Kat alua- 
tos, ‘I. X. With verbs such as etvat, yiveo- 
Oat, €pxea Oa, and the like, dca expresses the 
state or condition in. which the person is, 
comes, &c. (cf, Rom. i. 27; x Cor. xvi. 35 
2 Cor. ti. 4; Ephes. vi. 18, &c.)—'''This is 
He who came under the conditions, asit were, 
of water and blood." See instances from 
classical writers, the LXX. and Josephus in 
Bretschn. * Lex. Man.’ p. 93. 

Oùk év rà VdatTi povov, AAN év và Tart 
kal ev TQ aigari. °Ev with verbs of coming, 
going, &c., denotes accompanied by, ** with 
them” (see Num. xx. 20, kai é£jABev eis avváv- 
THOW aUT@ ev OxA@ Bapei, kal ev xeii io xvpà, 
LXX.), Luke xiv. 31; Rom. xv. 19; x Cor. 
iv. 21; 2 Thess, ii. 9; Heb. ix. 25. [Evad 
eam conjunctionem que est zz comitatu, ubi. 
convenit cum rúv vel pera, quo sensu plerum- 
que legitur cum verbis veniendi, eundi et simi- 
libus, ut proprié sit zz medio aliquorum, i.e. 
cum iis in comitatu eorum, et maximé, quam- 
quam zon semper, dicatur de pluribus." 
Bretschn. ‘Lex. Man.’ p. 138. Thus Rom. 
XV. 29, ev mAnpópart evr. eXevoopar, “ I will 
so come, as to bring with me fulness of bless- 
ing.” Heb, ix. 25,6 dpycepeds eicépxerat ev 
atuart, **the High Priest enters, accompanied 
by, bringing with him, blood.” The whole 
manifestation of Jesus was, so to speak, under 
the condition of water and blood. He came 
bringing with Him, accompanied by, not the 
water only, but the water and the blood. 

[The supposed polemical allusion to the 
disciples of the Baptist in the words ** not by 
water only,” would seem to have arisen from 
a failure in perceiving St John’s motive in the 
prominence which he gives to the Baptist. 
‘The whole Gospel contains a series of wit- 
nesses, of whom the Baptist is the first and 
not the least important (i. 7, V. 36). More- 
over, writing, as St John did, after the other 
Evangelists, partly to supply and. fill up, he 
naturally added some particulars about the 
precursor (Tischend. ‘ Pref. Synop. Evang.’ 
P. xxiv., . and Eusebius, ‘Hist. E.’ there 
quoted). M. Renan finds this polemical allu- 
sion in the text, which he interweaves into 
his theory with his usual adroitness. “The 
school of the Baptist did not expire with its 
founder. Many years after the death of the 
two Masters, the Baptism of John was still 
administered. Later (about A.D, 80) the Bap- 
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tiss sect was in opposition to Christianity, 
especially in Asia Minor, The Apostle ap- 
pears to combat it indirectly (Gospel i. 26, 
33, iv.23 x John v. 6; cf. Acts xix. 1—4). 
One of the Sibylline poems seems to come 
from the school. As to the sects of Heme- 
robaptists, Baptists, Elchasaites who filled 
Syria, Palestine, and Babylon in the second 
century, and of whom fragments remain to 
our own day in the Mendaites, or so-called 
Christians of St John, it may not be sure 
that they have the same origin with the move- 
ment of John Baptist, or that they are of 
authentic descent from John. His own true 
and peculiar school, half fused into Chris- 
tianity, fell into the position of a petty Chris- 
tian heresy and passed into obscurity.” (* Vie 
de Jésus, pp. 203, 204.)  Niemeyer, ‘de 
Docetis, discusses the question whether the 
* School of the Baptist" is referred to here 
and in the Gospel (i. 7, 8, 15—20, 23, 26— 
29, 34, lil. 27—36, v. 36, X. 4). He quotes 
some fragments brought to light by Norberg 
upon the disciples of John, or Sabians!. 
In this sect some critics think they can 
detect a different school of Johannites from 
those who supposed John to be Messiah—a 
type of doctrine which indeed asserted that 
Messiahship belonged neither to our Lord nor 
to John, but (as in the Gnostic and Doketic 
speculations) to a heavenly nature only ap- 
parently endowed with a human body. But 
the gravest doubt rests upon the whole inter- 
pretation, and the question cannot be answered 
—when and how did those dogmas and terms, 
to which St John is supposed to refer polemi- 
cally in his Gospel and in x John v. 6, pass over 
to the Sabians? On the whole, the existence 
of a ** School of the Baptist," not only behind 
the full Pentecostal development of Christia- 
nity but in fierce dogmatic opposition to it, 
seems extremely uncertain. And the general 
object of St John's Gospel, together with the 
well-ascertained heretical tenets of the Cerin- 
thians—not to mention the purpose of the 
writer of the Epistle to refer constantly to the 
Gospel—supply us with a sufficient key to 
the text.] 

The following remarks from the pen of the 
Rev. Samuel Haughton, M.D. of the Uni- 
versity of Dublin, add to the stores of in- 
formation in the notes on St John's Gospel, 
and to Dr Stroud's often-quoted discussion 
on ‘The Physical Cause of the Death of 
Christ.’ They are inserted here by the kind 
permission of the great physiologist by whom 
they were written (see also * Church Quarterly 
Review,’ Jan. 1880):— 

*HAÓov ody of oTpati@rat kai TOU pev mpo- 
Tov karéa£av rà okeAn, kai TOU dAXov ToU ov- 
cravpoÜévros aire’ emi 0€ róv'Inaoüv éA0óvres, 


:3 Norberg, * Commentatio de Rel. et Lingua 


Sabeeorum’ (in ‘Commentat. Reg. Soc. Goet- 


tingensis* 1780). i ite dive des 


€ > 38) » , ’ [d 

as eiüov avrov jòn TeÜvnkóra, ov karéa£av 
avrov Ta okéAn’ GAN eis róv. oTpaTiwrav 
oyxn avroð ryv mAe)pàv eke, Kal evOds 
€£nAOev aia kai Udap* kal 6 Ewpaxds pépap- 
TUpHnke, kai aAnOiv) avrod éoTiw ù paprupia’. 
kdkeivos. otüev Ott adnOh Aéyeu, Wa kai vpeis 
morevontre.— John xix. 32—35. 
1 Otros éariv 6 ehOdv OV BSaros kai atparos, 
Incoüs 0 xpirós, oUk ev tH art póvov, 
~ ev rQ Ùõarı kal év TH aipar.—1 John 
v. 6. 

“ When the soldier pierced with his spear 
the side of Christ, He was already dead; and 
the flow of blood and water that followed 
was either a natural phenomenon explicable 
by natural causes or it was a miracle. ‘That 
St John thought it, if not to be miraculous,. 
at least to be unusual, appears plainly from 
the comment he makes upon it, and from the 
emphatic manner in which he solemnly declares 
his accuracy in narrating it. à 

* Repeated observations and experiments. 
made upon men and animals have led me-to. 
the following results— 

** When the left side is freely pierced after 
death by a large knife, comparable in size 
with a Roman spear, three distinct cases may 
be noted: 

"rst. No flow of any kind follows the 
wound, except a slight trickling of blood. 

* 4nd. A copious flow of blood only fol- 
lows the wound i 

* ard. A flow of water only, succeeded by 
a few drops of blood, follows the wound. 

« Of these three cases, the first is that which 
usually occurs; the second is found in cases 
of death by drowning and by strychnia, and 
may be demonstrated by destroying an animal 
with that poison, and it can be proved to be 
the natural case of a crucified person; and 
the third is found in cases of death from pleu- 
risy, pericarditis, and rupture of the heart, 
With the foregoing cases most anatomists 
who have devoted their attention to this sub- 
ject are familiar; but the two following cases, 
although readily explicable on physiological . 
principles, are not recorded in the books (ex- 
cept by St John). Nor have I been fortunate 
enough to meet with them. 

^ 4th. A copious flow of water, succeeded 
by a copious flow of blood, follows the 
wound. 

‘sth. A copious flow of blood, succeeded 
by a copious flow of water, follows the 
wound. 

* Assuming for the present, what I shall 
shortly prove, that death by crucifixion causes 
a condition of blood in the lungs similar to 
that produced by drowning and strychnia, the 
fourth case would occur in a crucified person 
who had previously to crucifixion suffered 
from pleuritic effusion; and the fifth case, 
would occur in a crucified person, who had , 
died upon the cross from rupture of the heart. 
'The history of the days preceding our Lord's; 
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crucifixion effectually excludes the supposition 
of pleurisy, which is also out of the question 
if blood first and water afterwards followed 
the wound, ‘There remains, therefore, no 
supposition possible to explain the recorded 
phenomenon except the combination of tbe cru- 
cifixion and rupture of tbe heart. 

**'That rupture of the heart was the cause of 
the death of Christ is ably maintained by Dr 
William Stroud!; and that rupture of the 
heart actually occurred I firmly believe; but 
at the same time I do not think that mere 
rupture of the heart without crucifixion can 
account for the flow of blood as well as water. 
‘The order of the phenomenon was the follow- 
ing: the spear of the soldier pierced in succes- 
sion the pleura, the lung, and the pericardium. 
From the pleural cavity nothing flowed ; from 
the lung was poured out the dark fluid blood, 
characteristic of crucifixion; and from the 
sac of the pericardium followed the copious 
flow of water (serum), separated after death 
from the blood that had filled this cavity and 
caused instantaneous death, when the sufferer 
closed His long agony, and having said ‘It is 
finished’ bent His head and gave up the 
ghost, because His heart was broke. It re- 
mains now to investigate the causes of death 
in ordinary crucifixion, and to shew that it 
can explain the copious flow of blood that 
followed the wound inflicted after the death 
by the spear of the soldier. 

“In crucifixion, as commonly practised by 
the Romans, the sufferer was nailed by the 
feet to the upright beam, and his hands were 
fastened by nails or cords to the cross-beam ; 
while a projecting bar, passing between the 
legs, afforded a partial support to the weight 
of the body, In this constrained position the 
operation of breathing, as far as it is per- 
formed by means of the intercostal muscles, 
was seriously interfered with, because the ribs 
were fixed by the strain caused by the suspen- 
sion of the body from the arms by the in- 
tervention of the great pectoral and serrate 
muscles connecting the upper limbs with the 
trunk; and the unfortunate sufferer was thus 
mechanically reduced to the condition of one 
whose intercostal muscles have been tetanized 
by the action of strychnia or lock-jaw, or 


1A Physical Treatise on the Cause of the 
Death of Christ.’ 8vo. London.* Hamilton and 
Adams. 1847. 

Iam permitted by the widow and son of an 
eminent physician who recently died from rup- 
ture of the heart to mention the following par- 

.ticulars, which may be regarded as typical in 
such cases :— 

I. The pericardium contained a pint and a 
half of fluid. 

2. This fluid consisted of half a pint of soft 
clot, tolerably well separated, and one pint of 
clearish serum. 

The examination was made fifty hours 
after death, 
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other cause capable of producing this result. - 
In consequence of the above-mentioned inter- 
ference with the free action of the intercostal 
muscles, the breathing was conducted alto- 

gether by means of the diaphragm ; a condi- 
tion so painful after a short time, that the 

sufferer involuntarily raised his body by bear- 
ing upon the nails that secured his feet, or by 

swinging himself from the points of suspension 

of his hands, notwithstanding the agony thus 

occasioned, which was easily endured in com- 

parison of the greater agony produced by his 

diaphragmatic breathing. It thus frequently 

happened that a strong man of resolute will, 

by raising himself by the hands, or lifting 

himself on his feet, remained alive upon the 

cross for three or four days, during which his 

blood, in consequence of imperfect oxidation, 

became more and more venous and fluid, and 

was lodged in a larger proportion than .was 

naturalin the substance of his lungs, so that 

if pierced after death, these organs would have 

given forth a copious flow of fluid black 

blood, like that observed to flow from the 

lungs of an animal killed by strychnia, or 

suffocated in water after much struggling. 

When it was not convenient for the soldiers 

to remain for three or four days on the watch 

beside the cross to prevent the interference of 

their friends, or when, as in the case of Jewish 

criminals ( Deut. xxi. 22, 23), it was necessary 

to terminate their sufferings before sunset, 

death was hastened by breaking the bones 

of the legs and arms, near the ankles and 

wrists, by means of an iron mallet. The 

effect of the fracture of the legs and arms was 

to prevent the sufferer from relieving the agony 

of diaphragmatic breathing by restoring the 

action of the intercostal muscles, and he thus 

perished miserably in a few hours of horrible 

suffering, instead of prolonging his life for 

some days by the painful process of relieving 

the intercostal muscles by lifting himself by 

the muscles of the arms and legs. In either 

case death was ultimately produced by defi- 

cient oxidation of the blood, and a post-- 
mortem wound of the lung would be followed 

by a copious flow of dark and fluid blood. In 

the case of the Divine Redeemer, this flow of 
blood caused by crucifixion was followed by 

the flow of water due to the rupture of the 

substance of the heart, and the effusion some 

time before death of a large quantity of blood 
into the cavity of the pericardium." 

'The importance of this is obvious. It, 
shews that the narrative in St John xix. could 
never have been invented; that the facts re- 
corded must have been seen by an eye-witness ; 
and that the eye-witness was so astonished 
that he apparently thought the phenomenon 
miraculous. 


7, 8. This passage stands as above in A.V, 
Elz. has in addition to the Greek words, ore 
rpeis elaw oi paprupodrres, the following :—éy_ 
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rà ojpavà o Iaryp, ò Aóyos, kal rò "Ayiov 
Ilveüga' kai oÜrot oi rpeis év eloi, kal rpeis 
eiow oi paprvpoüvres ev vj yj. It is not 
within the scope of the present undertaking to 
enter minutely into a question which is so 
purely one of critical scholarship, It may 
suffice to say that the additional words (1) 
break the continuity of the context, (2) are 
unsupported, (a) by any uncials, (b) by any 
cursives, except three of comparatively recent 
date, (c) by any good MSS. of ancient ver- 
sions, (2) by any Greek Fathers of the first 
four centuries, (e) by any older Lectionaries. 
Those who still seriously defend the addi- 
tional words are obliged to content them- 
selves, either with attempting to shew the 
relevancy of the interpolation to the context, or 
with trying to decide the issue upon writings 
of Latin Fathers of the African Church. 
There can be no doubt that the sagacity of 
Cardinal Wiseman, and the learning of M. 
Lehir, have added to the evidence of a dispo- 
sition on the part of the teachers of the Afri- 
can Church from Tertullian to Fulgentius, if 
not to quote the words in the fuller form, at 
least to make the addition in full or in part 
an almost inseparable gloss. Fulgentius not 
only cites the words, but asserts that they 
were quoted by St Cyprian (‘Respons, ad 
Arian.’ ad fin., ‘De Trinit. ad Felicem’). In 
the confession of faith of 400 Bishops at the 
Conference of Carthage, convoked by Hun- 
neric (A.D. 484), the passage occurs in part 
at least. St Victor of Vita transcribes the 
confession. In it occurs the sentence: ‘‘ Et 
ut adhuc luce clarius unius divinitatis esse 
cum Patre et Filio Spiritum Sanctum docea- 
mus, Joannis evangeliste testimonio compro- 
batur. Ait namque—‘tres sunt qui testimo- 
nium perhibent in czlo, Pater, Verbum, et 
Spiritus Sanctus; et hi tres unum sunt.’ ” 
(‘ Hist. Persec. Vandali? Lib. i1.) It is, 
therefore, scarcely accurate to assert that 
Vigilius Tapsensis is **the first of the 
Latin Fathers who quoted the spurious 
words,” (Tischendorf, * N. T. Grzcé,' Edit. 
7, Il, 2265; Griesbach, ‘ Dissert) at end of 
Tom, 1r. Crit, Edit. of N. T., 1806.) Inge- 
nious attempts have also been made to find 
allusions in St Augustine. ‘‘Habeto duo vel 
tres testes, P. et F. et Sp. Sanctum.” ‘In 
Joan. Evang. Tract? xxxvi. rio.—** Deus 
itaque summus et verus cum Verbo suo, et 
Sp. Sancto, que tria unum sunt.” ‘De Civ. 
D.' v, ix St Cyprian writes in one 
passage—‘‘de P. et F. et Sp. Sancto scrip- 
tum est ‘et tres unum sunt!" (‘De Unit. 
Eccl"), and. in another, ‘cum tres unum 
sint.” (Epist. ad Jubaien.’) Tertullian also 
quotes the. words “tres unum sunt” (* Adv. 
Iren.’ c. XxXv.), and in a way which might 
not unfairly be contended to indicate that he 
drew his citation from ~v, 7 (not v. 8), and 
that he used.the words as words of Scripture. 
There can be no doubt that in.the chain of 


African witnesses (Tertullian, Cyprian, Au- 
gustine, the Bishops at Carthage, Victor of 
Vita, and Fulgentius) there is something re- 
markable. But there is no passage from these 
African Latin Fathers which cannot be ac- 
counted for by the Trinitarian allusion which 
unquestionably underlies the authentic pas- 
sage, or by the words tres unum sunt specially 
impressing themselves upon the Church ot 
Africa!, It is impossible to shew any reason 
for believing that the African Churches alone 
were in possession of the contested. verse, or 
to account for a passage of such dogmatic 
importance having disappeared from the Greek 
MSS. and from the versions of every other 
branch of the Church, Why should Africa 
have enjoyed a more ancient Latin version 
of the N, T. than Rome itself, drawn directly 
from Greek MSS., older and. more cornplete 
than any which we now possess? (The argu- 
ment in favour of the interpolations is drawn 
out fully in ‘Two letters on x Joh. v. 7, 
containing also an inquiry into the origin 
of the first Latin version of Scripture, com- 
monly called the Itala, By N. Wiseman, 
D.D. Rome, 1833. M. Lehir’s treatise has 
not yet been published, but an abstract of 
its contents is given ‘Introd. au N.T. par 
H. de Valroger, I. 552—568. Bentley's 
golden words may well re-assure any who 
suppose that the candour of Christian criti- 
cism has weakened the proof of the great 
Christian dogma of the Trinity: ‘If the 
fourth century knew that text, let it come in, 
in God's name; but if that age did not know 
it, then Arianism in its height was beat down 
without the help of that verse ; and let the fact 
prove as it will the doctrine is unshaken.” 
(‘ Letter, January z, 1717.) 


9. It will be seen how directly this meets 
the objection of perhaps the most learned and 
certainly the most eloquent of the opponents 
of St John’s Gospel: ‘The School of St John 
in Asia Minor was characterized by a ten- 
dency, commoner in antiquity than now, but 
very articulately marked in all mystic ideolo- 
gists, viz. indifference to historical reality. 
Without the slightest scruple that school 


1 Bentley appears to have supposed that **Cy- 
prian's words were transcribed into the margin, 
or between the lines of v. 8, of a book of some 
one who had a great veneration for that Father, 
as a gloss, which is very common in MSS. Next, 
a copyist, finding the words so inserted, ima- 
gined that the former copyist had by mistake 
omitted them, and therefore put them in the 
Text. And thus the insertion might rest till a 
long time after, and then the sham Preface must 
be made, complaining of the unfaithful Trans- 
lator for leaving it out !" See Bp Wordsworth's 
reasons for supposing that the remarks in Cas- 
ley's ‘Preface to Catalogue of Royal Library’ 
represent Bentley's Prelection of May 1, 1717. 
SN. T," HP. 2; pe-I24, 
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applies the principle which was destined to 
become Hegelian, ‘it ought to be, therefore iz 
is. See the fourth Gospel. It is evident to 
rigorous criticism that that Gospel systemati- 
cally subordinates chronological order and the 
tendency of its narratives, to the dogma of 
the Incarnate Word." (M. Réville, * Irenzeus.") 
Surely this * mystic ideology,” this **indiffe- 
rence to historical reality," is inconsistent with 
the profession in 1 John v. 9, of the essentially 
historical principle of belief upon evidence. 
The tradition of the Church credits St John 
with a grave and awful reverence for histori- 
cal truth. It asserts that he degraded from 
the ministry a Presbyter of Asia Minor who 
confessed that he wrote the apocryphal acts 
of Paul and Thecla from excessive zeal for 
the honour of that Apostle. ‘This very an- 
cient tradition is an indication of that which 
was felt to be St John's view upon such 
matters. 'The guilt of the Asiatic Presbyter 
would have been light indeed compared with 
that of St John himself had he placed words 
in the mouth of the Saviour which He never 
spokel [The dramatic truth of St John's 
narrative in his Gospel, the delineation of 
cbaracter, the consistency of language, in the 
various persons introduced, should be studied 
and dwelt upon as a proof of its historical 
veracity. A great master of fiction has said 
for himself —'* I neither can, nor do pretend, 
to the observation of complete accuracy even 
in matters of outward costume, much less in 
the more important points of language and 
manners ;” and he speaks of ‘‘the fair license 
due to the author of a fictitious composi- 
tion” (Sir W. Scott, Preface to * Ivanhoe.") 
Now in point of ‘language and manners,” 
St John has never been proved to fail. Either 
the delimeator of the Samaritan woman, the 
blind man, Thomas, Martha and Mary, was 
a consummate artist, or a true chronicler. 
Certainly he was not the former; therefore, 
he was the latter. ] 


16. The general principle laid down in 
the note (supra) will enable us to deal with 
most of the interpretations which have been 
given of ‘‘sin unto death.” l 

The different views may be briefly tabulated 
thus: 

i. Obstinate unbelief. 

2. Sins punished with mortal disease (ac- 
cording to the synagogue) or made capital 
by the civil power (Michaelis—Serenfeld. 
‘ Syllog. Dissert. Theol.’ p. 470). 

3. Sin against the Holy Ghost (Matt. xii. 
31) [but if so, it would be more explicitly 
described]. (Schol. Matth. Beza, Wolf. So 
many of the Fathers.) 


1 This tradition is at least as old as Tertullian, 


born A. D. 190 (Tertullian, ‘De Bapt.’ 17; Hieron.: 
See Tischend. ‘Act, ` 
Apost. Apoc? Prolegomena, XXI. Sqq:)e-- +) = 


*de Script. Eccles.” vir. 
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4. Sin, obstinate and unrepented, ‘‘ wher’ 
a man sins without any feeling leading to 
repentance.” rav» ris ápapríav drvawÓfres 
£x mpos perávouav, Schol. Matthai, 146—230. 
CEcumenius seems to adopt this, referring to 
Judas’ example (Schol. Matth. CEcumenius). 

s. After true knowledge of God, sinning 
against the brotherhood of the Church, and 
resisting the grace of reconciliation. (Augus- 
tine: ** Peccatum fratris ad mortem puto esse, 
cüm post agnitionem Dei per gratiam Domini 
nostri Jesu Christi quisquam oppugnat frater- 
nitatem et adversus ipsam gratiam, qua re- 
conciliatus est Deo, invidentie fecibus age- 
batur" (afterwards, ‘si in hac perversitate 
finierit hanc vitam"). * Peccatum autem non 
ad mortem est si quisquam non amorem a 
Jratre alienaverit, sed officia fraternitatis 
debita per alienam infirmitatem animi non 
exhibuerit.” ‘Opp. Aug.’ Tom. NE P. 2, 
197 (quoted by Lücke). Aquinas, Suarez.) ' 

6. Sin leading to death and hell. 

7. Final impenitence. 

8. Blasphemy (1 S. ii. 25), or apostasy to 
idolatry. 

. Sin from its enormity practically incor- 
rigible, like that of Judas, Sodom, &c. 

to. Views which may be called Ecclesias- 
tical. 

(a) The excommunicate—for whom no 
solemn public prayers were made, though 
private intercession was not forbidden (** A man 
for whom intercessory prayers of the Church 
might be hurtful”). Neander. Grotius : 
* Qui cum peccaverint moniti peccare per- 
gunt, aut certé discipline, que in ecclesia 
instituta est, se subjicere nolunt,” but com- 
pare 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. 

(4) The state of sin described Heb. x. 28, 
29, and referred to by the Second Council of 
Nicza, i.e. after Church censure ddip8rov 
pévew. So there were among the Jews three 
degrees of sin, of which Schammatha (** there 
is death") was third. Bp Wordsworth cites 
Schoettgen to this effect, who states that 
John’s language (1 John v. x6) is * grounded 
in Hebrew thought, law, and language." 
(See especially Lücke, Commentary on this 
passage, who has supplied much of the ma- 
terial here employed.) This note may close 
with a brief extract from a great English 
divine. 

**'his passage led Jovinian to teach that a 
baptized man should never sin. Hence it was 
inferred that if a man falls away, he is lost 
beyond hope (St Hieron. ‘adv. Jovinian.’ 
Lib. rr. Tom. Iv. Part ii. p. 193). Some 
acts of sin are so incident to the con- 
dition of men that the man who hath com- 
mitted them is still within the methods of 
pardon. But ‘‘unto death,” i.e. some men pro- 
ceed beyond the measures and economy of 
Gospel, and the usual methods and probabili- 
ties of repentance, by obstinacy, or despising: 
offers. of grace- and- means of pardon.- For 
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such a man John does not encourage us to 
pray: if he be such our prayers will do him 
no good. But because no man can tell the 
last minute or period of pardon, therefore 
Scripture left us under indefinite restraint and 
caution—discretory enough to represent the 
sad state of things in which the impenitent 
have immerged themselves, yet so indefinite 
and cautious that we may not be too forward 
in applying it to particulars, nor in prescrib- 
ing measures to Divine Mercy, nor in passing 
final sentence upon our brother before we 


New est, —V or, IV. 


have heard our Judge Himself speak, Every 
act of sin takes away something from the 
contrary grace; but if the root abide in the 
ground, the plant is still alive, and may bring 
forth fruit again. But he only is dead who 
hath thrown off God for ever, or entirely, 
with his very heart." (Bishop 'Taylor on 
‘ Repentance.") So St Ambrose, Eph. ii. 1, 
“ Sinners sin unto death, i.e. habitual, refrac- 
tory, pertinacious and incorrigible sinners, in 
Map there is scarcely any hope or sign of 
ite,’ 
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Senior ergo, cui scilicet cycnea suppeteret quzdam gratia senectutis. 


(S. Ambros, ‘In Psalm.’ xxxvi. 25.) 





INTRODUCTION. 


1: 


: I. To whom is the Epistle addressed ?— 
To a Christian woman, Kyria. 
2. Reasons for this conclusion. 


II. 


r. Whois * the Elder” spoken of? 

(a) The style and contents point to St 
John, zegatively and positively. 

(2) Two conclusions adverse to St John's 
authorship both of the Epistles and of the 
Gospel drawn from the title of Elder. 

A. The title of Presbyter could not have 
been assumed by an Apostle. 

Answer. 

B. Objection from Eusebius's interpreta- 


T 


ri. Among the first questions which 
naturally suggest themselves to readers 
of the Epistle are those connected with its 
opening words. 'To whom is the letter 
inscribed—to the Church in general, or 
to a particular Church personified? Or, 
if addressed to an individual, what is 
her name? 

The writer of the present notice has 
slowly, and almost reluctantly, come to 
the conclusion that the Second Epistle 
of St John was sent to an individual 
Christian woman, Kyria'. The reluct- 


1 The name seems to be Kyria—(r) Because, 
had the name been Electa the order of the words 
would, probably, have been different. (2) Be- 
cause the position of the word Kupla (v. 5) best 
corresponds with the notion of its being a proper 
name. (3) Because the sister of her to whom 
the Epistle is inscribed is also spoken of at the 
close as ‘“‘thine elect sister” (rà Téxva THs dded- 
pis cov THs ékXekrijs, V. 13). (4) Because there 
is ample evidence that at the time to which the 
letter must be referred, Kyria was in use as a 


tion of the passage of Papias preserved in his 
History. 
Answer. 
III. 


Interest and importance of the letter as 
addressed 1. to a Christian widow— 

2. toan HEjpbesian widow. 

3. ‘The difficulty in accepting the fact that 
the Epistle is addressed to an individual 
woman arises to many minds from v. to. 


IV. 
Analysis of the Second Epistle of St John. 


V. 
External testimony. 


ance arises partly from the weight of 
authority against this interpretation. It 
is observed by Bp Wordsworth that “in 
an ancient painting at St Maria in Tras- 
tevera at Rome, Christ is represented as 
enthroned with the Church as the Queen 
on His right hand, and in it a book 
with the words inscribed—‘ Veni, Zea 


mea, et ponam te in thronum meum. " 


This 1s the representation in pictorial 
form of the interpretation of St Jerome’, 


proper name, which can scarcely be said of 
Electa. (See references in Lücke, * Comment. 
üb. die Brr. des Johann.’ p. 35.) Kyria is in 
meaning equivalent to the Chaldaic NATA 
(Mdp0a, domina). 

1 New Testament, Vol. 11. ‘Catholic Epistles,’ 
pp- 127, 128. 

? After quoting **una est columba mea...una 
est matri suze, electa genitrici suze” (Cant. vi. 8), 
that father adds—''ad guam scribit Johannes 
epistolam, senior electe, domine et filiis ejus." 
* Epist. ad Ageruchiam,’ CXXIII. (XCI. edt. 
Benedict. Opp. Tom I, 1053, Edt. Migne.) 
[The ‘Synops. Athanas.’ has, however, ypáget 
Kupig.] 
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and of many others, ancient and modern, 
from whom one is unwilling to separate. 
The reasons for a respectful dissent from 
this interpretation are the following. 

2. It seems easy to see why many 
writers thought themselves constrained 
to have recourse to allegory. (a) The 
person addressed by St John, if person 
it were, was lost in obscurity. This was 
sufficiently indicated by the fact that 
even the name was not absolutely cer- 
tain. But the first verse interpreted of 
a woman, Kyria, and her children, 
would imply that they were known 
and loved far and wide through the 
Church, by “all who knew the truth +.” 
A personification of a church, or of the 
Church, as a woman with many sons, 
would remove the difficulty. (2) The 
objections which were raised against the 
Epistle to Philemon in some quarters 
will serve to shew how brevity and an 
everyday tone were apt to be considered 
inconsistent with inspiration. The oracle 
of God could hardly condescend to the 
affairs of common life, to the interests 
of a slave, to the feelings and spiritual 
welfare of a widow and her family. But 
exalt the widow into a mystic figure of 
the Church mourning for her Lord, and 
the objection would be removed’. (e) 
It certainly would appear singular to 
many that a note to a private friend 
should find its place among the Epistles 
known as Catholic. (d) The language 
of St Peter?, whether interpreted of the 
Church in Rome* or of the Church in 
the literal Babylon’, might seem to 
afford an almost exact parallel*. 


1 **St Tohn's Second Epistle impresses us as 
being addressed to a community, for, if a private 
family were signified by *the elect lady and her 
children,’ the Apostle could not have said that 
not only he, but all they also that have known 
the truth, ‘loved the children of the elect one’” 
(Dóllinger, * First Age of the Church,’ 1. 163). 

? For a beautiful use of the image of the 
Church as ‘‘a widow indeed, and therefore strong 
indeed," see Augustin. * Enarrat,’ Ps. cxxxi, 

3 hév BafvAGvt cuvexAekTy, x Pet. v. 13. 

* See Buxtorf on the symbolical names of 
Rome familia to the Jewish mind in his 
* Lex. Chald. Talm. Rabb.’ s.v. DIN, and M. 
Renan, * L'Antechrist, p. 36 and p. 122. 

5 See the profoundly interesting discussion in 
Introd. to r Peter in this volume. Cf. also 
Bp Wordsworth, ‘New Testament,’ 11. ‘Catholic 
Epistles,’ pp, 68, 69. 

$ Another objection from v. ro will be con: 
sidered below. 
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Of these objections, the first presses 
the words too closely, and does not 
make sufficient allowance for the elec- 
tric current of sympathy between the 
Churches in St John’s day. The second 
will make no impression upon modern 
Christian thought and feeling. The 
third has been answered by Lücke. “If 
by the term Catholic Epistles we are to 
understand apostolical letters, St Paul's 
(ò &xóeroAos) only excepted, the above- 
mentioned difficulty is entirely removed. 
But even on the other hypothesis (that 
the ancients originally gave the name of 
Catholic to no epistles but such as were 
really encyclical) the difficulty is not 
serious. In some Churches, apparently, 
the Second and Third Epistles were not 
at first incorporated in the collection 
of Catholic Epistles. When these short 
letters were, sooner or later, received 
into that collection, one or other of two 
reasons may have been taken into ac- 
count. Possibly these brief notes may 
have been considered as appendices or 
accompaniments to the First Epistle* 
Possibly no more suitable place in the 
canon could be found for their canonical 
preservation, than just beside the First 
Epistle; which arrangement, as they 
were so brief, did not in the least alter 
the original signification of the term 
Catholic Epistles*." In reference to the 


1 The tone of this is rather expressed by Ben- 
gel’s beautiful praise of the N. T. ** Ad mulieres, 
liberos, servos, adolescentes dirigitur sermo atque 
ad omnes omnino.” (On Heb. xiii. 34.) This 
inspired note to a widow is worthy of the disciple 
of Him who so tenderly considered the widow’s 
circumstances. (Mark xii. 42; Luke xxi. 2.) 
Cf. note on the mention of Apphia in Philem. 
Ded VOL Is Os Ty E 

? So Irenæus seems to have regarded 2 John 
(*Adv. Heeres,’ 111. 18). ** Joannes Domini dis- 
cipulus confirmat dicens [Joh. xx. 31]. ...Et in 
Epistola sua sic testificatus est [1 Joh. ii. 18— 
22]. ...Et discipulus ejus Joannes in prædicta 
epistola fugere eos [hzreticos] precepit, ‘multi 
seductores exierunt in hunc mundum, qui non 
confitentur Jesum Christum im carne venisse. 
Hic est seductor et Antichristus: videte eos, ne 
perdatis quod operati estis’? [2 Joh. 7, 8]. Et 
rursus in Epistola ait: ‘multi pseudoprophetæ 
exierunt de sæculo...non est ex Deo,’ sed ex 
Antichristo est [1 Joh. iv. 1—3]. ...Rursus in 
Epistola clamat [r Joh. v. 1]." It will be ob- 
served that 2 Joh. 7, 8 is cited as from the first 
Epistle—perhaps from a mere slip—possibly. 
however, for the reason indicated by Lücke in 
the text. 

3 Lücke, ‘Comment.’ p. 355. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN. 


last argument for the mystical interpreta- 
tion Bp Lightfoot adds—* The salutation” 
to the “elect lady" (v. 1) from her “elect 
sister” (v. 13) will then be a» greeting 
sent to one Church from another ; just 
as in r Peter the letter is addressed at 
the outset éxAexrois llóvrov ‘«.7.d. (i. 1) 
and contains at the close a salutation 
from 7 év BaBvAdve ovvexdexry (v. 13)’. 
This is the strongest point that can be 
raised for the hypothesis, and has unques- 
tionable weight. But the mysterious /oze 
of St Peter in the passage, and the sym- 
bolical colouring imparted by the word 
* Babylon,” makes the passage in St Peter 
very different from the straightforward 
and literal tone of St John in his Second 
Epistle? 


IT 


A question not only of greater interest, 
but of much deeper importance, arises as 
to the authorship of the Epistle, and is 
suggested by the first words which meet 
the eye of the reader— (o «peo Bvrepos). 
Who is the “ Elder”? 

1. (a) The style and contents of this 
short note point irresistibly to the pen 
and heart of St John—and that negatively 
and positively. Some words usual with 
the other Apostolic writers, and in all 


1 *Epistles to Colossians and Philemon,’ p. 
305. ‘‘I take the view,” pursues Bishop Light- 
foot, **that the Kvpía addressed in the Second 
Epistle of St John is some Church personified.” 
“The whole tenour of the Epistle,” it is said, 
f'seems to imply this, especially vv. 4—7 sq.” 
But surely the Apostle might well rejoice to 
find some of a private friend's numerous children 
walking in the truth. And the warning against 
admitting deceivers into the house is, under the 
circumstances of the time, as suitable to an indi- 
vidual as to a Church. The view which makes 
Kyria an individual is not without valuable sup- 
port, ancient and modern, e.g. **Scripta est vero 
ad quandam Babyloniam,” Clem. Alexand. 
* Adumbr. ad 11. Joann.’ Opp. Tom. III. p. 1011; 
and the excellent *Synopis S. Script.’ (attributed 
to Athanasius) simply says, ratrny ws mpeoBurepos 
ypader Kupig kal rots Tékvow a’rys. Athanas. 
Opp. Iv. 410 (edit. Migne). de 

2 Other arguments for the mystical interpreta- 
tion are derived from the representation of the 
Church under the figure of a woman in the 
‘Pastor of Hermas, and from the Scholium in 
Matthài (ékXekrzv Kupíav déyee T$» & tie 
Tóm ékkNgolav ds THv Tod Kuplov òras kaMav 
ákpiBfj puddrroveay) compared with the old title 
mpos  llap0évovs. See Reithmayer, ‘Introd. 
Canon. B. of N. T.’ (Fr. Translat. of Valroger, 
II. 410). 
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the range of the earliest Christian litera- 
ture, are not found in it. Language and 
ideas which lie, outside the Johannic 
circle of the Gospel and First Epistle, 
lie outside the Second Epistle also. 
* Church" does not occur. The opening 
salutation (v. 3) is, in all probability— 
“ grace, mercy, peace, from God the 
Father, and from Jesus Christ'"——the 
full title, * Lord Jesus Christ," not being 
in the Gospel or First Epistle. The 
teaching about Antichrist is peculiar to 
St John and to the First Epistle, and was 
especially needed in the Churches of Asia 
Minor. 'The writer of this Epistle says 
with energy— this is that Deceiver and 
that Antichrist?" Much more convinc- 
ing than the many similarities of style is 
the constant reference to the First Epistle. 
High above all the paths by which that 
Epistle led its readers were warnings 
against the Zzrze especial dangers of the 
time and place. (1) The danger of deny- 
ing the true Christ; the peril of losing 
Christ, and God with Him—for he who 
has not Christ has not God. (2) The 
danger of failing in true love to the 
brethren. (3) The danger of not ob- 
serving Christ's commandments. Every 
Christian wanted to have these three great 
cardinal warnings constantly at hand, en- 
graven upon his heart. He wanted to be 
able to say to himself some short, sharp 
watchword against the ZZzee perils of the 
time, Precisely the same Zee dangers are 
presented to us in the Second Epistle 
upon a narrower canvas, and in a more 
concise form, The treatise is compressed 
into a leaflet. Hence the especial value 
of the Second Ejpistle. Easily copied 
and remembered, it was wafted from 
spot to spot, from city to city, from 
Church to Church It was recognized as 
Catholic in both senses of the word—in 
its universal circulation, and in its claim 
to universal acceptance as having come 
from an Apostle's hand. To apply the 
language of the time, it was felt that the 
feather, small as it is, had dropped from 


1 See Tischendorf, ‘Nov. Testam. Grzc.' 
Pars Altera, 231 (edit. 7, 1859). 

2 6 mAávos kal ò 'Avrlxpwros, 2 John v. 7. 
The term -Aávos, indeed, is not exclusively 
Tohannic (cf. Matt. xxvii. 63; 2 Cor. vi. 8), nor 
the kindred verb and substantive, but the verb 
at least is a favourite with St John (John vii. 12, 
47; I John i. 8, ii. 26, iii. 7, iv. 6 (rAdvm). The 
verb is found in ezgh¢ places of the Apocalypse). 
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the eagles wing. Here are its ZZzee 
talismans—(1) Against the peril of losing 
Christ, and losing God with Him. 
“ Many deceivers are gone out into the 
world, those who continue in not con- 
fessing Jesus Christ coming in Flesh. 
'This is the Deceiver and the Antichrist, 
Every one leading forward and abiding 
not in the doctrine which is Christ's, 
hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine, he hath both the Father and 
the Son” (2 John vv. 7, 9). (2) Against 
the peri of losing true love of the 
brethren. * Not as though I wrote a 
new commandment unto thee, but that 
which we had from the beginning, that 
we love one another" (z. 5). (3) Against 
the peril of ceasing to observe Christ's 
commandment. ‘And this is love, that 
we walk after His commandments. This 
is the commandment, that, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk 
in it" (v. 6). The style and contents of 
the Second Epistle of St John, we may 
confidently conclude, lead us back to St 
John the Apostle as its author. 

(P) The title of tpeoBurepos, assumed 
by the writer of these two short letters 
Ga Jobn «35.3 3] GOD 1), «leads us, 
however, into a controversy of much 
importance in its bearing upon the au- 
thorship of the Gospel and the First 
Epistle, which have always been attri- 
buted to the beloved disciple. Two 
conclusions are confidently maintained 
by many modern critics. (A) It is 
allowed, indeed, that the Second and 
Third Epistles of John are from one 
hand, and ZZa£ the hand of the writer of 
the fourth Gospel and of the First 
Epistle. But the New Testament, it is 
urged, gives us one clear indication of 
the authors position, which effectually 
excludes the supposition that he can 
have been an Apostle. For the writer 
of the Second and Third Epistles, who 
is undeniably the same with the author 
of the two other great Johannic works, 
twice calls himself ò mpeoBvrepos. But 
the title, in such a connection, can only 
designate the official presbyter, the 
minister of a particular Church, and 
cannot possibly have been assumed by 
an Apostle. (B) The scanty fragments 
of ecclesiastical history have preserved 
us one page written by Papias, which 
enables us to identify the writer of the 


INTRODUCTION TO 


Gospel and the three Epistles with the 
Presbyter John spoken of by that 
writer. 

(A) It is to be observed, however, 
that one expression used by St Peter’ 
presents a parallel to the language of 
St John (z John v. 1; 3 John v. 1), 
even if we are compelled to understand 
by it the official term for the ordinary 
minister of a Church, which seems how- 
ever to be unlikely in this case. If St 
John calls himself “the Presbyter," St 
Peter addresses the presbyters as “the 
fellow-Presbyter.” This may confidently 
be maintained, in spite of the doubt 
which has been thrown upon the inter- 
pretation by the arguments of Grotius. 
If it is necessary then to suppose that 
the word Presbyter in this place is tech- 
nical and official (which appears more 
than doubtful as we proceed to shew), 
it would not, therefore, follow that an 
Apostle could not apply it to himself. 

(B) Whatever the word may mean, 
in the famous passage preserved by 
Eusebius? Papias apparently assigns the 
title to several other Apostles by in- 
ference. It would seem more than 
probable that by the Presbyter John he 
simply indicates the Apostle St John a 
second time”. And Papias mentions him 


1 apecBurépous Tovs èv vuly wapakaAQ 6 Sup- 
mpeoBurTeEpos, 1 Pet. v. I. 

2 el 0é wou kal mapnkoXovÜnkós Tis TOS wpeg- 
Burépos Oot, rods Tay TpeoBvrépev ávékpwov 
Nbyous—ri’ Avdpéas 1j rl ILérpos erev’ Ñ Ti Pur- 
qos ù TL Owuds, 3j '"láxefos: Ñ TL "lodvwms, 7) 
Maróaios, Ñ ris Érepos TGv Tod Kuplov pantar" 
& re "Apwrlav kal 6 mpecBbrepos Lwdvyns, ol ToU 
Kuplov ua85Tal Aéyovcw. (Papias apud Euseb. 
‘Hist. Eccl.’ Lib. rrr. cap. ult. See also Routh, 
* Reliq. S.’ Tom. 1. 8, and notes, pp. 21—25). 

3 Every one who has looked into the contro- 
versy of course knows that Eusebius draws a 
different inference, that he.lays stress upon the 
fact that Papias ‘‘counts John's name twice 
over” (dls karapıðuoðvri aùr TÒ "Imávvov dvopa). 
** Another John Papias mentions with those who 
are not of the number of the Apostles, placing 
Axistion before this John, and styling him pres- 
byter. Thus by these things evidence is given 
to the truth of the story that two of the same 
name lived in Asia Minor, and that the two 
have tombs in Ephesus, and that each tomb is 
called to this day the tomb of John. To which 
statements it is well to attend. For it is pro- 
bable that the second—if some will not have it that 
the first —beheld the Revelation which goes under 
the name of John." The questionable character 
of these inferences of Eusebius has been well 
shewn by Riggenbach, *Lieb. Jesu' (French 
Transl. pp. 59; 60). 
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with this attribute, not because the second 
John is a different person from the first, 
but because he wishes to indicate the 
two different ways in which he. obtained 
the information which he so much pre- 
ferred, *from the living and abiding 
voice" of man to the less vivid narra- 
tive of books’. In the first place, he 
drew his information from those who 
had themselves followed the Elders— 
those Elders being Andrew, Peter, 
Philip, Thomas, James, John, Matthew, 
j.e.the Apostles. In the second place, 
Papias bethinks himself of the still 
nearer approach to the words and deeds 
of Jesus which he had enjoyed, and 
names two actual disciples of the Lord 
with whom he had himself conversed. 
First, he places Aristion, who was simply 
one of the actual disciples of Jesus; 
then he reserves for the last place, for 
the crown and climax of witnesses, one 
who was not merely a disciple of Jesus, 
but the Apostle (0 mper ßúrepos) John?*.— 
“The Elder," then, at the beginning of 
our Epistle signifies the aged Apostle 
who had seen Jesus, the oldest of 
those who had walked with the Lord, 
the one existing representative of nolier 
days and a more favoured generation. 
Christian art represents St John in the 
beauty of youth. In these two Epistles, 
writen with a feeble hand which 
seems to shrink from the exertion of 
dipping the pen in ink?, we see the 
beauty of old age. Both representations 
are true. St John is ever young and 


1 où yap rà èk rv BiBNwy TocoÜUróv pe wpe- 
Aetv vmeMáuBavov Ócov rà mapa Swons wv7s kal 
pevovons (ap. Routh, ‘Rel. Sac.’ Tom. 1. p. 8). 

2 & re'Apwrrlev kal 6 mpecBurepos "Iwavyns ol 
Tov Kuplov pa@nral déyouow. See Riggenbach 
ut supra. May we not see the vividness of a 
present personal recollection in the present 
(Aéyovcw)? . What he has heard second-hand 
belongs to the past, to the days when he used to 
inquire—what he is perpetually hearing is the un- 
dying accent of Aristion and of St John the 

Apostle—the things which they are ever saying 
to,him. (See Bishop Lightfoot in the ‘ Contem- 
porary Review,’ zt supra.) 

3 Ts there not something significant of old age 
in the two passages, 2 John v. r2, 3 John v. 13? 
'The author of this note is irresistibly reminded 
of an interview with a distinguished diplomatist 
a few weeks before his death, at an age nearly as 
advanced as that of St John. He kindly traced a 
few lines at the writer's request, with a gentle and 
courteous smile, asking to have his pen dipped 
in the ink, with an observation to the effect that 
“even that becomes an exertion for an old man.” 
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ever old. Those only who in youth 
have something of the calm and purity 
of old age carry into their old age some- 
thing ofi the fire and freshness of youth. 

We conclude that the Second Epistle 
of St John comes from the Apostle, and 
is addressed to an individual. 


III. 


: 1. The conclusion that this truly Apos- 
tolical letter is addressed to an individual, 
a woman, a widowed mother, seems to 
give it a deeper interest. The great 
question about any religion is not 
whether it is capable of making con- 
verts in a single generation. Can it 
mould and influence those converts to 
the late evening of a prolonged life? 
Can it communicate its power undi- 
minished to a second generation? Can 
it find its way into the life of the family? 
This Epistle answers the question at a 
later date than any other part of the 
New Testament, and thus supplies what 
we scarcely find elsewhere. The ab- 
sence of all reference to Kyria's husband 
makes us conclude that she was a widow. 
It would appear that she had not had 
daughters, or at least did not possess 
them now’; but she had sons, probably 
many, at all events three at least’. 
Upon these sons the Gospel had laid 
the strong grasp of its purity. Their life 
had touched the centre of Truth, and 
from it described the perfect circle of 
Love. St John found them making 
their continuous life-walk * in the sphere 
of a truth which was not only specula- 
tive; for they who had lost one earthly 
parent kept ever in the path indicated 
by a command coming from the Father*, 
and received by all His children. In 
its main particulars, the naturalinferences 
from the Epistle would correspond with 
the historical tradition of the life of St 
John. Its whole tone, and the title of 
“the Ancient” or “Elder” (0 mpeaBurepos) 
indicate the writers old age. Equally 


1 rots rékvois airns ots éyo dyarð, 2 John 
TNI UE E. 

2 eUpqka ék TOv Tékvav cov Tepvraroüvras èv 
adnbela, 2 John U. 4. 

3 vepuraroüvras, Ds 4. 

4 ka0ds'évroNjv éAáouev mapà ToU quis 
2 John z. 4. f 
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would it seem apparent that the Apostle 
was absent from his usual place of 
abode. That absence might, possibly, 
have been one of the tours of visitation 
for the appointment of Bishops and 
regulation of Churches mentioned by 
an early writer’. But men are not apt 
to write in such a strain, except to 
those who have been severed from them 
by barriers not easily crossed”, The close 
of the note, after its solemn warnings, 
is irradiated by a gleam of joy at the 
prospect of a meeting, so full and bright 
that we may be tempted to find the rift 
in the clouds through which it falls in 
some circumstance which promised de- 
liverance from the exile in Patmos— 
possibly the death of Domitian and the 
accession of Nerva. 

2. If this general view be correct, 
the Second Epistle of St John suggests 
one striking and interesting contrast. 
Kyria was a Christian widow of Ephe- 
sus. But Ephesus was the most disso- 
lute, as it was the most superstitious, of 
cities. “It was entirely plunged in 
insolent idleness,’ writes Philostratus. 
“Tt was filled with players upon instru- 
ments, the ministers of every abandoned 
pleasure. The streets were thronged with 
dissolute effeminate wretches. All night 
long one heard nothing but balls, revels, 
and wanton music?! And “the Ephesian 
widow” was almost a proverb for evil even 
in a corrupt age. One of the marvellous 
gifts of the Christian Church consisted 
in honouring, consoling, /Z//szg widow- 
hood. For the Gospel ministers to the 
broken-hearted, and soothes the lonely. 
It saves from despair ; it opens the soul 
to an inseparable love; it gives a new 
purpose by calling upon the spirit which 
hàs been healed to pour out the conso- 
lation which itself has received upon all 
who are wounded in the battle of life by 
sin or sorrow. It is remarkable that St 
Paul should have drawn precisely for a 
Bishop of the Church of Z24esus that 
picture of the true Christian widow, with 

her awful severity to, herself and her 
gentle sweetness to others, with her holy 


1 Clem. Alexandr. ‘Quis div. 
Euseb. * Hist. Eccl.’ 111. 24. 

2 See note on the. force of gAémere éavroús, 
2 John z. 8. 


salv.’ 43; 


. 3 * Vit. Apollon. Thyan.’ Iv. r (quoted *L'Apó- . 


tre St Jean,’ Baunard, p. 236). 
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and consecrated gravity’, Almost con- 
temporaneously with St John’s Epistle 
to Kyria, the famous story of the “ E- 
phesian Widow” was told by Petronius, 
with its cynical insult to all that is best 
in the heart of a woman—to the love for 
the husband of her youth, to the tender 
recollections of her wedded life, to the 
sanctity of the grave, to the majesty 
of death”. Indeed the First Epistle to 
Timothy itself suggests the same contrast 
in another shape. What a difference 
between the younger Ephesian widow, 
touched by grace superficially, at the 
circumference not in the centre of her 
soul, upon whom the breath of the 
truth had blown without its transforming 
power—and such as Kyria, loved by St 
John and all who knew the truth for the 
truth’s sake, which abideth in us—yes, 
and shall be with us for ever*. 

3. It may be well to refer finally.to one 
passage, which is often felt to be a moral 
difficulty in the way of accepting the 
reference of this Epistle to a person. 
It probably, indeed, lies at the root of 
the eagerness to accept the mystical 
view on the part of some believing 
critics; who are themselves eminently 
free from mysticism. It is felt by such 
that the stern prohibition against receiv- 
ing heretics who deny Christ into the 
house, or bidding them good-speed, is 
infinitely less difficult to defend as ad- 
dressed to a Church than as addressed to 
an individual. But, it should be remem- 
bered that the heretic here contemplated 
came solemnly to the house*, summoning 
it as it were formally in the name of 


1 r Tim. v. 3—10. Cf è» xaracrnuare tepo- 
mpemeis, Titus ii. 3. On the quasi-ecclesiastical ° 
position of widows in the early Church, see 
Bingham, *Antiq.' VII. 4—9. 

? The story is repeated by Jeremy Taylor, with 
all the many-coloured light which can be thrown 
upon it by his fancy and reading—strangely out 
of place, one is tempted to say—in * Rules and 
Exercises of Holy Dying,’ Chapter v. sect. VIII. 
The Ephesian widow's marriage **took place 
in the grave of her husband, in the pomp of 
mourning, in her funeral garments." She advises 
the soldier, in an emergency which arose, * to 
take the body of her first husband, and place it 
upon the gallows in place of the body of the 
stolen thief.” "Taylor's reference is to Petronius, - 
[‘Satyric.’] XVII. 1. 

3 Contrast St Paul's caustic touches (orara- 
Adoa...KaTaoTpyVidcoveL...THY mpwTny TISTW ROE 
Tyoav) 1 Tim. v. 6, 11 with 2 John vv. 2, 3. 

“4 el ris Épxerat, v. 10. 
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Antichrist, admittedly and as downright 
matter of fact bearing with him anti- 
christian doctrine’. The highest welfare 
of some within the, house might demand 
that they should not be exposed to the 
contaminating influence. Perhaps the 
best and wisest commentary upon the 
passage has been written by Bishop 
‘Taylor— No spiritual communion is to 
be held with heretical persons, when it 
is certain they are such, when they are 
convinced by competent authority and 
sufficient argument. But the persons of 
the men are to be pitied, to be reproved, 
to be convinced, to be wrought upon by 
fair confidences and the offices of civility, 
and invited to the family of faith by the 
best arguments of charity, and the 
instances of a holy life (xr Pet. ii. 12). 
Indeed, if there be danger, z.¢. if a weak 
understanding may not safely converse 
in civil society with a subtle heretic, in 
such cases they are to be avoided, not 
saluted (Titus iii. 10; 2 John v. 10); 
but as this is only when the danger is by 
reason of the unequal capacities of the 
persons, so it must only be when the 
article is certainly heresy, and the person 
certainly criminal—when interest is the 
ingredient in the persuasion, and a cer- 
tain and necessary truth destroyed by 
the opinions*" ‘The advice, certainly, is 
not inconsistent with the character of 
St John. To forget this is to err in the 
same direction as that style of art which 
accepts for the type of St John the lan- 
guid grace of an effeminate tenderness. 
The thunder which sometimes suddenly 
rolled through the sky which hung over 
his youth*—the passionate zeal which 
desired to bring down fire from heaven, 
as Elias did*—did not quite pass away 
with the new creation in Christ Jesus, 
with the softening of an Elijah into an 
Elisha. At all events this verse, and 
various passages in the first Epistle, in- 
dicate the same type of character?. The 
Apostle, like the truth of which he is the 
messenger, has his sternness as well as 
his indulgence, his intolerance as well as 
his tolerance". He has been wont for 


1 Note the abjeeive negative (kal Tavr ry 
Saxiy ov Pépe:, 

a Great ER Part 11. Ad. Sect. xir. 

3 Mark iii. 17. 

4 Luke ix. 54. 

5 r John ii. 19, 22, iv. 3, V. 19- 

6 Consistent with this is the indelible impres- 
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more than sixty years to confine his 
thoughts within the limits of The Doctrine. 
He is “well pleased with the easy condi- 
tions of dwelling at Jerusalem, and not 
passing over the pleasant bounds of the 
sweet banks of Kidron.” To lead for- 
ward over these is for him the negation 
of true ørogress, the ceasing to have a 
hold upon the living God'. 

But, after all, an age like ours has a 
difficulty—moral or immoral—in any 
such injunction, however explained. It 
may be well if we are led to examine 
how much of our difficulty arises from 
genuine charity—how much from feeble 
convictions, from a superficial courtesy, 
from the canvassing for popularity, from 
the vanity which feels confidence against 
temptation, and the curiosity which de- 
sires to hear what can be said in the 
most 2zguant form, but is utterly careless 
as to what is true. 


IV. 


Analysis of the Second Epistle of 
St John. 


Salutation to Kyria and her sons, v. 1. 


Ground of his affection for them, and that 
of all true members of the Church, vv. rz, 2. 


Benediction upon them with two watch- 
words of the Epistle, truth and Jove, v. 3. 


DAL 
First motive of writing—kindly joy. in the 
spiritual well-being of her children, v. 4. 


'The source of that—truth as we have 
received commandment from the Father, v. 5. 


B. 
1. The commandment—is not new; 
cludes three elements— 
(a) Duty of mutual Jove, v. s— 
(4) of a life directed by His command- 
ments, v. 6— 
(c) of Faith—tde commandment, v. 6%. 


in- 


sion of St John's character left in the Church, as 
witnessed by the ancient and well-known story 
of his leaving the bath which Cerinthus had 
entered. Irenzus, ‘Ady. Heer.’ 111. 3; Euseb. 
ETTE E ILS 

1 See notes on 2 John V. 9. 

2 Note évroAn ypapwr, U. 5; Kara Tas évroAàs 
airod, v. 63 ù évroNj—a commandment, His 
commandments, the commandment. 
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2. Warnings (in inverse order). . 
(a) Against <Antichristianism and Anti- 
christ, 
The peril of faith, v. 7. 
(b) Against losing the past, 
The peril concerning the commandments, 
v. 8. 
(c) Against false toleration, 
The peril of misunderstanding the com- 
mandment of love, vv. 9, 10, II, 
Joyful anticipation of meeting, v. 12. 
Salutation from her sister's children, v. 13. 


Vi 


The external evidence for the Second 
Epistle of St John is, as might be anti- 
cipated, less than that which can be 
adduced for the First. Still it is con- 
siderable, both in the East and West. 
In the Alexandrian school it was gene- 
rally recognized. Clement of Alexandria 
looks upon it as a note of the simplest 
tone, addressed to a lady of Babylon, by 
name Electa’. Eusebius distinctly states 
that Clement in his * Hypotyp. gave 
concise summaries of all the books in the 
canon, not excluding those called “ anti- 
legomena—I mean the Epistle of Jude, 
and the remainder which are called 
catholic" Dionysius of Alexandria, 
whose doubts about the authorship of 
the Apocalypse give evidence of his 
critical fastidiousness, recognizes the 
second and third Epistles as of St John*. 
Later on, the evidence is overwhelming. 
The excommunication of the Arian party 
is justified by a Bishop of Alexandria* by 
an appeal to St John's language (2 John 
v. 10). The ‘Synopsis of Scripture’ at- 


1 Secunda Johannis Ep. que ad virgines 
scripta est, planissima est. Scripta est verd ad 
quandam Babyloniam, Electam nomine. Clem. 
Alexandr. Opp. p. rorr (edit. Potter) (among 
the fragments). 

? IIdons rûs évOw05kov (sc. èv TH abh) 
ypaphs émwreruguévas memolnrac Ovyyraews, unõè 
Tas avTieyouevas mapelu tiv "loóóu Aéyw kal 
Tas Aovràs Kabohixds émcoroAds. (‘H. E? VI. 14.) 

3 ANN ovde év r deuvrépa hepopévy Iwdvy. kal 
Tpiry, Kalroc Bpaxelas ovoas...0 "Iwdyy, óvo- 
. pacTi mpókevrau aX dvevüues 6 mpeoBvrepos 
yéyparrar (* H. E.’ vit. 25.) 

* Alexander (an ante-Nicene writer. 
Socrat. * HT. E; 1. 6). 
L 423. 


See 
Cf. Routh, * Reliq. Sac.’ 
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tributed to Athanasius not only recog- 
nizes but analyses the second and third 
Epistlesof St John’. St Athanasiushimself, 
in a writing especially intended for a safe- 
guard against apocryphal pieces disguised 
under the same names’, expressly enume- 
rates three Epistles of John among the 
seven Catholic Epistles, as a possession 
of those who hold fast divine Scriptures 
unto salvation. In the West, Irenzus, 
the disciple of Polycarp, the representa- 
tive of the best traditions of the ** school 
of Ephesus," quotes the Second Epistle 
(v. 11) as written by “John, the disciple 
of the Lord*" The ‘Canon Mura- 
torianus,’ after mentioning the first Epistle 
in close connection with the Gospel, 
adds towards the close an explicit recog- 
nition of zwo Epistles of John. In the 
seventh Council of Carthage (A.D. 256) 
under Cyprian, an African Bishop ex- 
pressly cites a passage from the Second 
Epistle in justifying his vote against the 
validity of heretical baptism*.] 


1 *Synops. S. S. 35, 56, 57 (Athan. Opp. 
Tom. Iv. pp. 410, 411, edit. Migne). 

? Iep ÔÈ djuSv ws éxóvrow Tpós cwrnplay ras 
Oeias ypadds* kal doBoduac wiümos...évrvyxádvew 
érépois dpiwyrat, TOTS Neyouevors ÅTOKPUPOLS, ATA- 
TOUevo, TH duwvupia Tov dNq8wdv BiBdtwv...7d 
6é rìs Kawĝs máNw oùk éxvynréov elretvy' oTt 
yap radra...émucToal kaon. Kadovmevat Tay’ Aqro- 
cTóNGv énrd...cira "Ioávvov y’...radra myyal rod 
owrnplov. ‘Ex tricesimá noná Epist. Festal.’ 
(Opp. Tom. rr. pp. 1176, 1177, edit. Migne). 
The writer, after careful study of these two pas- 
sages, can find no ground whatever for Lücke's 
qualification—‘‘ Athanasius and the author of 
the ‘Synopsis’ are equally favourable, a£ /east to 
the second Epistle.” ‘Epistles of St John,’ rr. 
298 (Biblical Cabinet, Vol. xv.). He, however, 
gratefully acknowledges the assistance which he 
has derived from Lücke in this section. 

3 See quotations from Irenæus, supra 37, 
note r. 

* Aurelius a Chullabi dixit—** Johann. Apost. 
in Epistola sua posuit dicens (2 John vv. ro, 11), 
Quomodo admitti tales temeré in domum Dei 
possunt qui in domum nostram privatam admitti 
prohibentur? Aut quomodo cum eis sine ec- 
clesiæ baptismo communicare possumus quibus 
si ave tantum dixerimus, factis eorum malis 
communicamus?" (apud Routh, ‘Reliq. Sac.’ 
II. 130.) For references to 1 John in 2 and 3 
John see Additional Note at close of the Intro- 
duction. Pauline allusions, or touches of style, 
will be found in 2 John vv. 3, 8; 3 John vv. 6 
5, 8. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN. 


[The possible connection of this Epistle 
with Patmos justifies the insertion in this 
place of the best description of that 
island which the writer has seen, and 
which—so far as he knows—is con- 
tained only in some pages which cannot 
now be procured. 


** Facing that side of Ionia, so celebrated of 
old by its riches—at the present day only by 
the ruins of so many great cities, Miletus, 
Priene, Ephesus—there rises a group of islets, 
rocks almost without a name, for the most 
part desert, scattered in the Ionian Sea be- 
tween Cos and Samos. One only has become 
famous, and by a singular contrast in the 
midst of this classic country, it owes all the 
fame which it possesses to Christianity alone, 
to the memory of the Apocalypse, and to the 
presence of a monastery. ‘That islet is Pat- 
mos." 


After an account of his voyage from 
Mycone, and arrival at the Monastery of 
St John in Patmos, the writer thus de- 
scribes the scene. 


“ Day fell. The sun set in a cloudless sky. 
We availed ourselves of its last moments to 
go out upon the roof, and to take in the 
general aspect of the isle.... With one glance 
we took in the isle in its littleness. It is but a 
point lost in the immense sea—indeed, singu- 
larly enough, the impression struck me more 
in the islet than in our little bark in the mid- 
sea. Four hills from 800 to 1ooo feet high, at 
the extremities of Patmos, answer to that on 
which the convent stands. Formed of great 
black broken boulders, they are quite barren. 
‘The shore and the inner valleys, though with- 


ADDITIONAL 


It has been well said: ‘‘ Certainly if it was 
ever allowable to conclude from similarity of 
features that sons were born from the same 
parent, it is easy to understand from the 


1 2 St John Gospel r St John 
V. I 
ddnbela (five times | Passim Passim. 
in v. 1—7. 4) A t rf 
éyvokóres Thy aMj-| Vill. 32 ii. 2I 
0euav 
v. eee . oe 
mepimarouvras (also | viii. 14, x. 23, | i. 6, 7, ii. 6, 
twice v. 6) x1. Q, 10, Xli.| XI 


V. 5 35 
0Ux ws évroNiyv ^ypáo. ii. 7 
...Kawhy àXXà Tv 
elxouev dm! apxijs 

K.T.Ve | 
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out trees, shew some verdure—not that of 
pasturage, but of useless brush-wood which 
growsspontaneously. What more can we see? 
Little chapels upon all the heights, shepherds’ 
huts made of pine branches, covered sheds, 
miserable parks grazed by thin sheep, fifty 
barks at anchor in the silent port—that is all 
Patmos in its austere poverty. But let us lift 
our eyes above this arid soil and these melan- 
choly rocks. What a splendour of light! 
There seem to be almost as many islets as 
waves sown in the illimitable sea. How beau- 
tiful they look at this happy distance which 
hides their sterility, while it lets us see their 
majestic forms! ‘There is Amorgos, like the 
upturned keel of a huge ship. ‘There is Paros 
all white as its own marbles upon the horizon. 
There is Nicaria, indented by a hundred bays. 
There is Samos, partly plain, partly highland. 
There, to the east, is Anatolia, and Asia 
Minor from Miletus to Fassos. A transparent 
vapour, which takes none of the clearness 
from the objects over which it floats, blends 
all their outlines, and happily melts together 
this sky, this sea, these isles. ‘The sky is blue, 
the sea is blue, the isles are blue—the isles 
more vapourous, the sea deeper-coloured, the 
heaven clear, tender, almost ashen, to the 
horizon....There is a certain pleasure in feel- 
ing a vast sea between oneself and every public 
event, in knowing nothing of the outer world 
but the white sail of a vessel which gleams 
upon the horizon without ever casting anchor 
in front of the despised islet.... We started 
one morning for the ruins of Iassos. Soon the 
mounds, the convent, the isle itself, was no- 
thing but a dark point upon the horizon, 
which a last high wave suddenly removed 
into the region of memory." (‘Une visite à 
Patmos,’ par M. P. de Julleville. ‘Revue des 
cours litteraires’ 2 Mars, 1867, pp. 217— 


222:)] 


NOTE. 


words, sentiments, style, character1, of these 
three Epistles, presenting as they do one and 
the same image, that they must have been 
written by one and the same author. "This 


2 St John I St John 
v. 6 


kal atrn éorw 7% 
dyarn iva K.T.À. 
avrn N évToAn éo rw, 
ka ds zkobsare am. 
cipXNS K.T de 


Gospel 


v. 3 


v. 7 

groXNol arAávot EDA- iv. I 
Oav els TOY Kós pov 
oi pù OpjoXo'yoÜvres 
"Ino. X. épxóu. èv 
capkt 

6 aytixpioros 


ii. 22, iv. 23 


11.18, 22,iv.3 


464 INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN. 


may be shewn at length by a comparison of 
words and clauses. But the frequent mention 
of love and truth in all three letters is alone 
sufficient to convince us that we have the 





2 St John Gospel 1 St John 
9. 9 
kal Tov viov ii. 23 
kal Tov marépa 
ex e. 
U. I2 
wa h xapa hua Tii. 29, xv. 11, |l. 4 
qemMpopérmn xvi. 24, xvii. 
I3 
3 St John 
TUE 
év ddnbela (twice v. | Passim Passim 
3) 7. 4; 7. 8, v. 12 
9.3 
mepurarets (mepura- | Passim Passim 
TOUVTA V. 4) 
paorupotvTar cov rfj | va papTuphTw 
adAnbeia TÀ adnbela, 





xviii. 37 


same bright and genuine reflection of St John’s 
soul in the second and third Epistles as in 
the first 1." 


3 St John Gospel 1 St John 
9. IO 
obire émidéyerat ... | ofre dvrMqua. 
kal Kwdveu ëxes kal TO 
$péap earl 
Badd. iv. 11 
9. II iil. 10, 20 


v. 12 | 
otare bru 7) uaprupla | xxi. 2, 3 
qv adnOns TTW 
7. 14 
ol pio... Tovs jí- | xi. I1, xv. 13, 
Aous I4, 16 | 





1 Baronius, A.C. 99, Cap. ix. (quoted hy a 
Lapide). 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 


JOHN. 


1 He exhorteth a certain honourable matron, 
with her children, to persevere in Christian 
love and belief, 8 lest they lose the reward of 
their former profession; 10 and to have 
nothing to do with those seducers that bring 
not the true doctrine of Christ Fesus. 


HE elder unto the elect lady 
and her children, whom I love 
in the truth; and not I only, but also 


1. Most probably (as has been proved 
above in the Introduction), in the important 
and often-quoted fragment of Papias elder 
signifies no official position, but is used to 
indicate one who belongs to the first genera- 
tion of Christian believers. So here. The 
suppression of the name is quite in accordance 
with St John’s usage in his Gospel. 

to the excellent Kyria] See Additional 
Note. 

her children] cf. v. 4. If Kyria in this 
passage be (as we suppose— see Introd.) 
an individual, the expression and I found of 
thy children (infra, v. 4) would shew that she 
had at least three living children. (Liicke.) 

whom I love in truth} with true love. 


2. For the truth’s sake] “If, in any in- 
stance, the world’s affections stray beyond its 
own circle, if it extends its regards to a real 
Christian, it is never on account of his being a 
Christian, never for the truth’s sake which 
dwelleth in us.” (Robert Hall.) This is a 
beautiful description of the cause of the love 
of each true Christian to all others—the con- 
formity of faith through the whole Church. 
(Est.)  *'Fruth" is used fe times in this 
Epistle, six times in 3 John. The best way 
of loving zz truth is to love for the Truth. 

—yea and it shall be with us for 
ever] This is an instance of the oratic 
wariata. The construction is altered inten- 
tionally, and brings out the thought much more 
forcibly than could have been done by a uni- 
form structure. (Winer, Part 111. § lxiii. 
6co.) It is half benediction, half prophecy, 
like the beginning of the next verse. ‘The 
‘Truth with us” is drawn from the same region 
of thought **as the Love with us." (See note 
on x John iv. 17, and cf. Matt. i. 23.) 


all they that have known the truth ; 

2 For the truth's sake, which 
dwelleth in us, and shall be with us 
for ever. 

3 Grace be with you, mercy, and 
peace, from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of the Father, in truth and love. 





8. There shall be with us grace, 
mercy, peace] A reference, possibly, to 
St Pauls Apostolic salutation in two Epistles 
only (x Tim.i.2; 2 Tim.i. 2). This rush 
of words is unlike St John's usual calm 
reserve. Can it be that some circumstance— 
possibly the martyrdom of Tisothy—filled the 
heart of John and caused him to use in this 
place a form of salutation which would re- 
mind an Ephesian Christian of the Bishop of 
Ephesus, and of words which were likely to 
have been constantly on his lips? ‘* Grace 
and peace" are also conjoined in the opening 
of the Apoc., i. 4. The word grace is very 
rare in St John's writings; only besides these 
passages in John i. 14, 16, 17; Apoc. xxii. 
21. “Grace and peace" are substituted for 
the Hellenic and heathen xaípew (used by 
St James alone of the Apostles, i. 1). (See 
infra note on v. II.) 

and from Jesus Christ] The word Lord, 
which occurs nowhere in St John’s Epistles, 
should be omitted here. 

in truth and love] As, in very advanced life, 
he draws near the evening of his days, the two 
things which are dearest to St John’s heart, 
and ever on his lips, are ¢ruth and Jove. It 
was said of one (Bonaventura) that ** what he 
had read in the morning he seemed to have 
known from all eternity." In St John, on 
the contrary, we see a deep meditative cha- 
racter, slowly maturing and retaining to ad- 
vanced age the master ideas of life received in 
youth from the teaching of Jesus. “O 
Truth! O Love!” cries the Church in the 
old prayer at the close of every week, **be- 
hold! the day, when after all the sorrows of 
the earth below, we are about to enter into the 
blessedness of your rest,” (Baunard, * L'Apó- 


tre S. Jean,’ p. 399.) 
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4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of 
thy children walking in truth, as we 
have received a commandment from 
the Father. 

5 And now I beseech thee, lady, 
not as though I wrote a new com- 
mandment unto thee, but that which 
we had from the beginning, that we 
love one another. 

6 And this is love, that we walk 
after his commandments. ‘This is 


Il. JOHN. [v. 4—8. 


the commandment, That, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should 
walk in it. 

7 For many deceivers are entered 


into the world, who confess not that 


Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. ! 27 ;. 


‘This is a deceiver and an antichrist. ee 


8 Look to yourselves, that we which y 

. : have 
lose not those things which we have gained, 
! wrought, but that we receive a full des. 


reward. Sc, 





4. have found of thy children) Some 
of the number af thy children. Some find in 
these words a sad and gentle hint that certain 
others of Kyria’s children were zot walking in 
the Truth. 

have found] (evpyxa) The eureka of the 
saint is different from that of the philosopher. 
(** Rarum hodiè inventum, rarum gaudium!" 
Bengel.) 


5,6. Cf. xr John ii 7, v. 3. I beseech 
thee, Kyria! ‘These verses carry with them 
irresistible evidence of coming from the heart 
and pen of St John. ‘‘ This is the new com- 
mandment, that we love one another." But 
the love—the charity—what is it? Walking 
according to His commandments. But the 
commandment, which includes all command- 
ments—what is it?—Why, the Love! ‘The 
Love expanded issues in the commandments. 
The commandments, essentially enfolded in 
the commandment, contract again into the 
Love. 

** As if the rose should shut and be a bud 
again." 


6. That...ye should walk in if] i.e. im the 
Love more probably than in the commandment. 
This passage in which the Love (charity) is 
identified with the commandment suggests the 
best definition of dydmn. It is the compres- 
sion into one word of the whole saying of 
Jesus in Mark xii. 29—31, the idea of His 
first and second commandment embodied in 
Him and reproduced in us by the Spirit. 


7. many deceivers,..This] “many deceivers;” 
used collectively, and taken up by ‘¢his” in 
sing. 

are gone out into the world (é£nA0av eis 
tov kócpov)] A, B, N (Cod. Amiat. exierunt) 
approved by Lachm., 'lischend., Lücke, for 

` these reasons. (a) The expression occurs in 
r John ii. 19, iv. x, while there is no reason 
for supposing it carried in from these passages, 
aS eiafjAov is easier, and not without pre- 
cedent in New Testament (Rom. v. 12); (4) 
the meaning ‘‘gone out" is more suitable here, 
for “come in” is said of things or persons upon 
their first use or introduction. But, in the 


case of these ** seducers," they bad been in the 
Church, and then left it. They did not enter 
into tbe world, but went out from their place 
in the Church into the world. (See Reiche, 
‘Comment. Crit.’ 117. 332.) The same word 
is used in Apoc. vi. 4, ** There went out (sc. 
into the world) another horse.” 

who confess not| pý with a partic. indicates 
a supposed genus or class. ‘The phrase is not 
equivalent to ‘many deceivers, viz. those 
who do not confess” (that would require 
the objective negative), but ** many deceivers, 
those of the class who do not confess,” gui- 
cunque non profitetur (Winer, * Gr. of N. T. 
D? p. 505). 

Jesus Christ coming in the flesh] 
The Incarnation is here viewed as a present 
living principle. Cf. note on x Joh. iv. 2. 

This is the déceiver azd the anti- 
christ “The proceedings against the màd- 
vos, the seducer (Mésith), who makes an 
attempt upon the purity of religion, are ex- 
plained in the Talmud with details.” (Renan, 
* Vie de Jésus,’ p. 393, 1st edit.) The word is 
technically and characteristically applied to 
our Lord by the chief priests and Pharisees 
(Matt. xxvii 63, 6 msAdvos, that deceiver). 
The name and idea are Jobannic (John vii. 
12,47). ‘The many deceivers are looked upon 
as concentrated and gathered into one. 


8. Look to yourselves] ‘The emphatic fo 
yourselves implies St John’s absence very 
strongly. (Cf. Phil. ii. 12.) 

“That ye lose not those things that ye 
wrought (à elpydcac6e, perf. pass. used ac- 
tively, Winer, p. 274), but that ye receive 
reward in full,’ &c. We have here to 
choose between three verbs in first person 
plural, or the three same verbs in the second 
person plural. The second person plural is 
best supported by authority, and also by the 
context. ‘The second person might be sug- 
gested to copyists by the words which they 
had just written, Look to yourselves, and is 
apparently very easy. But it is much more 
logical and cogent for the Apostle to charge 
those to whom he wrote by zheir own eternal 
interests, than by those of himself and other 


v. 9—10.] 


9 Whosoever. transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. He that abideth in 


IL JOHN. 


the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son. 
IO If there come any unto you, 





ministers. Surely, too, it would not be pre- 
cisely true or scriptural to assert that the 
Apostles or Christian teachers suffered eternal 
loss by the failure of their converts. For 
the scriptural idea of wrought in its bearing 
on salvation cf. John iii. 21, vi. 27; for re- 
mvardisosGhros xvo35 Matt. v. x2; vi. rz, 
X. AI, 42 (the où u) dmoAéog rov jucÓÓv 
avrov Of this verse, possibly alluded to here), 
Luke vi. 35; Rom. iv. 4; x Cor. iii. 14 (see 
especially Melanchthon on the ‘August. Conf.’ 
Opp. I. 33, 34). ‘The true notion of reavard 
fills up what would otherwise be a gap upon 
one side of Gospel truth. This verse may 
have been in the minds of those who changed 
the old Collect —*' ut divini operis fructum 
propensius exequentes pietatis tuz remedia 
majora percipiant "—into ‘that they plente- 
ously bringing forth the fruit of good works 
may of Thee be plenteously rewarded” 
(Coliect for the Twenty-fifth Sunday after 
Trinity). The reward in full (moĝòv 
mAjpn dmoAáfgre) would seem the echo of 
Ruth ii. 12 (yévorro 6 pucOds cov mAnpns. 
LXX.). 


9. Every one leading forward and 
not abiding in the doctrine which is 
Christ's hath not God] (1) leading for- 
ward. (mpodyev is the true reading; so A, 
B, N. omnis qui precedit, Cod. Amiat.) The 
word is perhaps more than simply going for- 
ward. In classical Greek it is used of an 
officer leading on his troops, pushing forward. 
It seems here to include two ideas—going 
beyond the line of truth in what seems to him 
an advance, with an allusion to the vaunted 
progress of advanced Gnostic thought—carry- 
ing others with him, leading them with bold 
and self-willed ambition. outside the barriers. 
There may possibly be a reference to a 
haughty imitation by the servants of Anti- 
christ of the Great Shepherd, of whom the 
word is used by Himself and by others (Matt. 
Xxvi 32, xxviii 7; Mark x. 32). (2) ‘The 
doctrine which is Ohrist's." Not, pro- 
bably with genitive of the object “doctrine 
about Christ,” nor again **doctrine which is 
Christian” or “with which Christ works," 
but ‘doctrine which has Christ for its 
Author, which He taught." (Cf. Matt. vii. 
20 zzii 33; Marki. 22, xi. 18; Luke iv. 
32; John xviii. rg. ‘*The doctrine of Ba- 
laam” is that which Balaam taught. Apoc. 
ii. 14.) Here, once more, we have an instance 
of suggestion, an asterisk pointing to the Gos- 
pel. (Introd. to First Epistle, p. 284.) ‘The 
doctrine which is Christ's" What is that? 
and why so called? ‘The answer is in St 
John's Gospel, vii. 16, 17. It is the doctrine 


» 


which Jesus delivered, and called emphatically 
“my doctrine, the doctrine.” **'T'he doctrine 
which is Christ’s” is the norm of all true 
thought and doctrine Every development 
beyond that is a leap into the darkness, Every 
supposed progress, outside the limit, is rather 
a retrocession, a feeble restlessness which will 
not allow the soul to “abide,” a ceasing to 
“hold God fast.” Thought must be chastened 
as well as free. One step outside the circle 
of the Truth is ruin and sin and death. (See 
Additional Note.) 

He that abideth in the doctrine] of Christ 
is notto be repeated here. (See Additional Note.) 


10. This verse reminds us that the Gospel 
has its intolerance as well as tolerance. The 
well-known story of St John’s flying from the 
bath where Cerinthus was, scarcely, perhaps, 
indicates a stronger abhorrence of such errors 
as would lead us away from the real, living, 
Incarnate Christ. ‘The earlier indications of 
St John’s character in the Gospels (Mark ix. 
38; Luke ix. 53) are recalled to our memory. 
Some important distinctions between the 
Church and world then and now are cer- 
tainly to be taken into account. (1) “The 
world lieth wholly in the wicked one,” cried 
St John in his first Epistle. ‘The words are; 
in a measure, true yet. But “the dark- 
ness,” which in his day was ‘drifting by,” 
is now, in Christendom, partially dissipated. 
(2) The only hope of the world lay in 
the Incarnation, and in the ideas which it 
brought, and the powers which it implanted 
in humanity. We, who are under the new 
moral and spiritual order, created by the 
Gospel, do not see the danger which to St 
John seemed so near and pressing; we can 
scarcely even conceive it. We live in the 
security achieved by a battle which has been 
won along the whole line, and relax in peace 
some of the precautions which were necessary 
in days of warfare. Our toleration may often 
have intermingled with it a selfish love of a 
quiet life. (3) The honour of Jesus was dear 
to His apostle. In the estimate of him who 
wrote—‘ the Word was God "—to deny that 
Jesus was the God-Man was to question His 
legitimacy and impugn His truth. If this 
Epistle is supposed to be addressed.to a Church, 
the verse before us would leave a somewhat 
different impression. See Introduction. 

If...any...bring not this doctrine...and good 
speed bid himnot. ‘The liturgical practice 
of repeating “the Lord be with you” after the 
Creed, as “a symbol and bond of peace,” has 
been traced to this verse. **St John (2 Epist. 
vv. IO, II) forbids us to salute any that 
cleave not to the right faith. But, when the 
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and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed : 

II For he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 

12 Having-many things to write 





minister hath heard every one profess his faith 
in the same words with himself, then cheer- 
fully and without scruple may he salute them 
as brethren, and they requite his affection with 
a like return, (Comber, ‘The Temple,’ 1. 
18. 

s This dogmatic severity, this moral indigna- 
tion against certain forms of heresy, breathes 
in the language of Ignatius to the Ephesians, 
rs or 20 years later. '*'lhey who destroy the 
peace of families shall not inherit the King- 
dom of God. If then they who do these 
things after the flesh died, how much more 
if any one destroy the faith of God by evil 
teaching." (Ignat. * Epist. ad Ephes. XVI.) 


11. that biddetb bim good speed] xatpew, 
the Greek form of salutation (James i. 1; 
Acts xv. 23). The Hebrew salutation was a 
wish for the peace, the Latin for the health, 
the Greek for the happiness, of the person 
addressed. 

The three salutations are eminently charac- 
teristic of the general view of lite and its aim 
entertained by the three races. The Roman, 
to whom health and strength seemed all in all, 
said Salve. ‘The Greek, whose existence 
aimed supremely at “light and sweetness,” 
said Xaipe, looking upon joy as the highest 
aim. The Hebrew, who had a revelation, 
and knew the blessedness of reconciliation 
with God and conscience, said Peace. 

is partaker of those deeds of his, 
those evil deeds] Contradictions of the 
Creed are in some circumstances entirely evil 
deeds. (Gal. v. 20.) "There are sims against 
faith as well as against morals. For the notion 
of a common partaking in evil, cf. Ps. l. 18; 
1 Tim, v. 22. 


19. I would not write] ouk éBoudnOnv, the 
principle of the ** epistolary aorist" (Winer). 


IL JOHN., 


[v. 11—13. 


‘unto you, I would not write with 


paper and ink: but I trust to come 
unto you, and speak 'face to face, Cr. 
that our joy may be full. 

13 The children of thy elect sister 
greet thee. Amen. 


* Paul sent Tychicus to give information 
by word of mouth upon his position— details 
which he did not consider it prudent to com- 
mit to paper. ‘These sorts of precautions may 
be remarked in several Epistles, cf. 2 John v. 
13” (Renan, * L'Antechrist, p. 90). 

with paper and ink] ** Faith was all in all— 
each bore it in his heart, and cared little for 
loose sheets of paper (yaptns), 2 John v. 12. 
'The passage, 2 'lim. iv. r3, does not prove 
that the Epistles were written on parchment. 
Parchment was peculiarly used for books.” 
(Renan, ‘Saint Paul,’ p. 124.) See Addi- 
tional Note. 

trust] Rather, hope. 

face to face] lit. mouth to mouth.” Cf. 
Gal. iv. 19, 20, and Bengel’s note. “He 
writes gently, but would speak more gently 
again. ‘The voice can be inflected, as the 
turn of discussion requires. Speaking in this 
respect is best, writing vicarious and subsi- 
diary, 2 John v. 12; 3 John v. 13” (Bengel). 

that our joy may be fulfilled] ‘This ex- 
pression links the present Epistle with the 
Gospel (iii. 29, xv. 11, xvii. 13), and with the 
First Epistle (i. 4). The high associations 
with which it is connected lead us to sup- 
pose that it would scarcely have been applied by 
St John to any meeting but one of peculiar 
solemnity after a cruel and prolonged separa- 
tion which had threatened to be eternal. See 
Introd. to this Epistle, supra, p. 359. ** Habet 
nescio quod latentis energiz vive vocis actus, 
et in aures discipulorum de auctoris ore trans- 
fusa fortius sonant." (S. Hieron. ‘Ad Paulin.’ 
quoted by à Lapide.) 


13. The children of thy sister, that 
excellent sister] See Additional Note on 
v. 1. Nephews of Kyria were with St John 
at this time. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on 2 ST Jouw 1, 9, 12; 3 Sr JOHN 13. 


2 St John x. 

The word ékAekróe here is, probably, not 
used in the sense in which baptized Christians 
are generally so termed (Col. iii. 12; x Pet, 
i. x). If so, we should, in the case of an 
individual, expect an addition (as in the case 
of Rufus, the only individual so designated, 
outside this Epistle, in the N.'T.—domdoac be 
“Popov róv ékAekróv èv Kupio, Rom. xvi. 13). 
It rather signifies that which as most choice of 
its kind is chosen out—singular, as in the old 


English phrase ** my singular good friend "— 
precious—so gems are spoken of in the apo- 
cryphal Book of Henoch as )iOoi ékXekrot. 
Cf. 1 Pet. ii. 3, 6.. (See Bretschn..* Lex, Man. 
N. T. s.v.) 


2 St John 9. 


mas ò mpodyey is not exactly equivalent to 
mas mpodyov. The latter simply means **every 
one that leads forward." But the 6 joined to 
a participle has the force of doris and signifies 


tout 
mouth. 


IL JOHN, | 3 


“every one of the class who is such as to 
‘lead forward.’” On pó in a bad sense, see 
Tholuck ‘On St John’s Gospel,’ p. 260. 
. It seems, on the whole, wise to retain here 
the old word doctrine, rather than to substi- 
tute teaching, Of the original term (:day7}) 
it has been said by a lamented writer :—‘ For 
example, the very word ‘doctrine,’ perhaps 
not from the fault of the translators, but from 
the change of meaning which has taken place 
in the lapse of time, has undergone a trans- 
formation which converted a perfectly general 
expression into one synonymous with dog- 
matic teaching. ‘This error, if so we may call 
it, has been removed almost uniformly in the 
present Revision, which renders the word 
dvday7, not by ‘doctrine,’ but by ‘teaching.’ ? 
(‘Revised Version of N. T. in the ‘Times,’ 
July 20, 1881.) But no one can doubt that 
if the word is sometimes merely ‘act. of 
teaching " (Mark xii. 38), and sometimes ‘a 
mode of public instruction" (1 Cor. xiv. 6), 
it came to be used for the body of faithful 
doctrine which followed the received norm 
accepted by the Church. (Cf. roô xara rùv 48. 
moro Aóyov, Titus i. 9; Rom. vi. 17, with 
the text before us.) Thus the term passes 
over from the act or mode of teaching to its 
subject-matter, whether dogmatic or precep- 
tive. (Cf also Acts xvii. 19; Matt. xvi. 12; 
Acts v. 28; Heb. xii. 9.) The word doc- 
trine therefore, is to be retained (not only 
in the single text, Rom. xvi. 17), but in this 
place, in John vii. 16, 17; Rom. vi. 17; Titus 
i. 9, and some other passages, just because the 
perfectly general expression ‘‘underwent a 
transformation which converted it into one 
synonymous with dogmatic teaching” in the 
hands of the sacred writers themselves. 


2 St-John 12; 3 St John 13. 

dia xdprov kai uéAavos (2 St John 12); 
61a uéXavos kai kaAápov (3 St John 13). 

‘The three materials for writing here spoken 
of require some notice. (x) Paper (xydprns, 
Lat. cbarta), properly a leaf of paper made 
from the separated layers of the papyrus. We 
find this material, with pen and a black pig- 
ment, in constant use in the times of Cicero 
and Horace. (Cic. ‘de Nat Deorum, m. 
50; Opp. XIV. 3028; ‘Epp, ad Quint. Frat.’ 
Dr tide XI ar02. Horat: ‘Satir: IL 
3, 7. ‘Ars Poet! 447.) A very full and 
interesting account of this ‘‘paper,” its 
varieties and manufacture, is given by Pliny. 
* Before we leave Egypt, it will be well to 
speak of the papyrus ; since by the use of leaves 
of paper the culture of human life, and the 
memory of events, is established and preserved. 
Varro is our authority for saying that we owe 
this to the victory of Alexander the Great, at 
the time of the foundation of Alexandria in 
Egypt. Before this paper was not employed, 
but the leaves of palm, and the inner bark of 


New Test.—Votu. IV. 


' other trees, 


Then public records were in- 
Scribed upon sheets of lead, and at a later 
period private documents on cloth or waxed 
tablets. In remote antiquity, before the Tro- 
jan War, we find from Homer that sheets or 
tablets of wood were used.” 
[Pliny refers to 
mopev Ò’ oye onpara Avypà, 

ypawas èv mivakı wrukr@ OupopOdpa voXAd. 
‘Iliad? vr. 168, 169.] 


After tracing historically how paper came 
into universal use, and describing the Egyptian 
papyrus-plant in the marshes (cf. Isaiah xix. 
7, LXX.), Pliny gives an account of the 
preparation of the sheets of paper from 
the plant. The manufactory was transferred 
to Rome, where it was improved by the 
sagacious industry of the great house of 
Fannius [Fannii sagax officina]. (Plin. * Nat. 
Hist) xin. 21—26, Tom. v. pp. 2283— 
2293, edit. Brotier.) One of the most 
elegant and playful of the Epistles of St 
Jerome, however, connects Asia Minor with 
another and more permanent writing material, 
of which St John probably speaks ; “I com- 
plain of the shortness of your letter. I cannot 
suppose that paper (cbarta) was wanting, 
while Egypt continues her commerce. Even 
if Ptolemy, a new enemy, had closed the seas 
against that trade, yet King Attalus would 
have sent parcbments from Pergamos, that the 
want of paper might be made up by skins; 
whence the name of Pergamene is given to 
parchments to this very day 1.” (An allusion 
to a jealousy on the subject of his library, 
which made Ptolemy Philometor suppress the 
foreign Egyptian paper-trade. Plin. ‘N. H.’ 
XIIL 2x59. Hieron. Epist? P vir. onutk 
339, edit. Migne. Cf. 2 Tim: iv. 15. 

It thus appears that the making of paper 
(wepyapnv7) in the peculiar form of that in- 
dustry in Asia Minor was stimulated in the 
highest degree by Ptolemy Philometor cutting 
off the Egyptian supply. ‘The incident is 
another illustration of the violent rivalry 
between Alexandria and Pergamos, which in 
a different department issued in the opposition 
of “the Pergamene school of grammar against 
the Alexandrine, and the system of anomaly 
(dvwpadia) against that of analogy (dvadoyia).” 
This Asiatic paper was made of s£—not 
only in the thicker form for books—but in 
thin sheets for ordinary use. And the latter 
was popularly termed xaprys. (‘ Dict. of 
Greek and Roman Biog.’ s. v. Crates, Vol. 1. 
884.) Between Eumenes II. of Pergamos and 
his successor and Ptolemy Philometor there 
was a furious jealousy upon the subject of 
their respective libraries. And Crates, the 
grammarian, is specially connected with the 
development of the trade in Pergamene paper. 


1 Our word parchment is a corruption of per- 
gamene—as vellum of velin, 
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(See Plin. N. H. ut supra.) It is, there- 
fore, scarcely probable that much foreign- 
made paper would have found its way to Asia 
Minor; and this incidental mention of paper 
(probably Pergamene) may be one other indi- 
cation of the general Asiatic surroundings of 
St John at the time of writing these Epistles. 
It is not without interest to turn to the 
curious manuscript preserved in the Convent 
of Patmos, and attributed to Prochorus, a 
disciple of St John (Ai mepío8ot rod Oeodoyou 
avyypapeica mapa YIpexópov). This manu- 
script of an apocryphal writing, composed 
probably in the sth or 6th century, and over- 
loaded with poor legendary stories, bears, 
notwithstanding, ample witness to local and 
geographical knowledge. While the piece 
curiously makes ro mention whatever of the 
Apocalypse, it contains an account of the 
alleged composition of the Gospel upon one 
of the mountains of Patmos, which seems to 
be of a finer stamp and more primitive 
materials than the rest of the works, Singu- 
larly enough the writer incidentally assumes 
that paper and ink were easily to be procured 
in Patmos. (rékvov Ilpóyope, eiméAGe ev Tjj 
moder kai Aaflé péħav kat xáprqv kai d'yayé 
po. GOe...kal Aafàv xápras kal néXav èro- 
pevOnv Tpòs a/róv...kai eime po. Tékvov llpo- 
Xope, à dkoveus dm TOU croparós pov ypade 
émi tos xapras.) (See M. Guérin's analysis 
of the Manuscript ascribed to Prochorus. 


II. JOHN. 


‘Description de l'Ile de Patmos,’ Chap. 111. 
p. 20—42.) 

(2) Ink (uéXav) in the form of some kind 
of coloured pigment, was in use from a very 
early period. A colour for writing, used, 
according to Josephus (* Antiq. XII. 2, 10); 
in different kinds, like the German tinte from 
tincte, is spoken of in the O. T. (Y3 Jerem. 
xxxvi 18). Cicero and Horace speak re- 
peatedly of it as black (atramentum) in their 
day. So St Paul, 2 Cor. iii. 3, and St John here, 

(3) The reed pen (káXapos) appears some- 
times in the LXX, as the translation of the 
Hebrew (DY—properly sti/us—graving-pen. 
Psalm xliv. (xlv.) 1; Jerem. viii. 8); it never - 
signifies a quill pen, as with us. It appears 
probable that alphabetical writing was em- 
ployed generally by the Ionian earlier than by 
the European Greeks, and that special attention 
was devoted by them to the manufacture of 
the chief material for writing. The best paper 
(the charta Pergamena) was prepared at Per- 
gamos, some two days journey from Smyrna. 
This, it may fairly be inferred, St John used, 
and not the Alexandrian or Roman papyrus— 
the charta of Pergamos, not of the Egyptian 
marshes. (See for the early Ionian knowledge 
and use of alphabetical writing Heyne, 
* Homer,’ VIII. pp. 814, 815.) Paper of the 


' modern kind is said to be first mentioned in 


a letter of Joinville to S. Louis of France. 
(Brotier’s note, Plin. * Nat. Hist.’ v. 2293.) 


IIL JOHN. 


'Apx! pev miotis, TéXos 88 dyámy. 


(S. Ignat. * Epist. ad Ephes. XIV.) 


L'on voit de la flamme aux yeux des jeunes gens, 
Mais dans l'oeil du vieillard on voit de la lumiére. 


(V. Hugo, ‘La Légende des Siècles.’ 


* Boaz Endormi, 1. 36.) 
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trephes answer to the state of 


I. ANALYSIS. 
I. Salutation (v. 1). 


St John’s pleasure at the favourable account of 

Caius brought back to Ephesus (vv. 2, 3, 4). 
II. The main subject of the Epistle 

(a) The hospitality of Caius gratefully ac- 
knowledged by the Ephesian brethren on their 
return to Ephesus (v. 5). 

Exhortation and encouragement to the grace 
of hospitality (vv. 6, 7, 8). 

(6) The rejection of St John’s letter of com- 
munion and the bearers of it by Diotrephes (vv. 
G5 TO): 

” Transitional precept and maxim (v. r1). 


1H. Contrast to Diotrephes. 

Demetrius—threefold witness to him ; (1) the 
World, (2) the Truth, (3) the Church (v. 12). 

Allusion to the Gospel which would be recog- 
nized by Caius ($evüvra cweroici)—the great 
painter's mark at the corner of the little picture 
(kal ques dé uaprvpoUuev, xal oldare dre ý uap- 
Tupla Tuv ddnOns éorv, 3 John 12. obrós éerw 
6 uaðnrůs ó paprvpdv epl Tortwv, kal ypåpas 
Ta)ra' kal oldapev bre ddnOns aŭro 7) uaprvpía 
éorly, John xxi. 24). 
IV. Close—hope of meeting—salutation and 

message (v7. 13—15). 


It is believed that this analysis suggests 
a consistent and intelligible account of 


verses which have often appeared to be 
confused and almost inexplicable. It 
would seem that St John (probably after 
his return from Patmos to Ephesus) had 
sent certain members of the Ephesian 
Church for the purpose of missionary 
labour, or of constituting the inter-com- 
munion of the churches, to the Church 
over which Caius presided, or in which 
he exercised considerable influence, pos- 
sibly at Corinth. (See zzfra’.) In that 
Church, or in one of its neighbouring 
communities, a man of jealous and 
haughty spirit (probably in an official 
ministerial position), by name Diotrephes, 
watched for an opportunity of gratifying 
his ambition by rejecting the authority 
of an Apostle. When the brethren dele- 
gated by St John were insultingly re- 
jected by Diotrephes, who threatened 


1 The chief objection lies in the éàv @Ow (v. 
to). It is, of course, very difficult to imagine 
that St John could have projected a voyage to 
Corinth. The note on v. 10, however, will shew 
that the supposition in àv €\@w is one of faint 
probability. The hoped for meeting in v. 14 may 
refer to an expected visit of Caius to St John. 
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with excommunication any members of 
his Church who should receive them, 
they were welcomed by Caius with the 
affection which became a true Christian 
heart. To him they turned in their need, 
because in such circumstances it seemed 
highly inexpedient to apply for a loan 
or for other assistance to unbelievers 
with whom they might be acquainted'. 
On the return of these brethren, after a 
reception so Christian and hospitable, 
they witnessed to the goodness of Caius 
before the Church (v. 6), ze. the Ephe- 
sian Church. "These brethren, when they 
presented themselves to Caius, were 
* strangers," and hence the expression in 
v. 5 is strictly appropriate according to 
the explanation. 


TE 


This: Epistle is addressed to Gaius. 
The name, which represents the Latin 
Caius, was, it is needless to say, a very 
common one. Three persons of the 
name are mentioned as disciples in con- 
nection with the earliest records of 
Apostolic Christianity. One is spoken 
of together with Aristarchus, as a Mace- 
donian? A second belonged to Derbe*. 
A third is honourably commemorated in 
St Paul's Epistle to the Romans*, The 
same Caius is spoken of as a Corinthian’. 
The name of Caius also stands in v. 1 of 
this Third Epistle of St John. 

Making all due allowance for the 
precariousness imparted to any hypo- 
thesis by a name so common as Caius, 
there would seem to be something, at 
least, to say for the opinion of those 
who identify the Caius of this Epistle with 
the Corinthian Caius. (a) The trait of 
character indicated (3 John vv. 5—8) is, 


1 See on the meaning of unõèv Aaufávovres 
amo tay é6vGv (3 John 7) Additional Note at 
the close of the Commentary on 3 John. 

2 «« Caius and Aristarchus, of Macedonia,” 
Acts xix. 29. 

3 “Caius of Derbe,” Acts xx. 4. 

4 ** Caius mine host, and of the whole church," 
Rom. xvi. 23. (For the curious and impro- 
bable tradition that this Caius was the son of 
Caius Oppius—the centurion who stood by the 
Cross (Matt. xxvii. 54), and who first preached 
the Gospel in Spain, —and that he became Bishop 
of Milan, see quotations in à Lap. * Comment. in 
Scrip. S.’ xx. 639, 640.) 

5 “T thank God that I baptized none of you 
but Crispus and Caius," 1 Cor, i. 14. 
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as far as it goes, exactly of a piece with 
the generous and noble character indi- 
cated in Rom. xvi 23. The house of 
Caius, the Corinthian, was a shrine of 
worship, and a centre of hospitality for 
missionaries!. (7) But this is not the only 
thread of connection which conceivably 
links the Caius of St John's third Epistle 
with Caius the Corinthian. St John 
mentions with pain certain schismatic 
troubles which disturbed some portion 
of the Church—not more precisely indi- 
cated—perhaps caused by some haughty 
priest or prelate who brought his mean 
and selfish ambition within the same 
sphere where Caius exercised his gentle 
virtues. ‘This man, whose very name 
may indicate high birth, or possibly even 
an arrogant selfassumption of a quasi- 
royal rank? rose in unholy rebellion 
against the authority of the Apostle. His 
wicked and mischievous words did not 
refrain from defaming a soul so pure, and 
a life so beautiful, as that of the old man 
whose holy presence made Ephesus at 
that time the true centre of Catholic 
Christendom (3 John 10). This Dio- 
trephes tried to cut off from the Church’s 
communion those whose only offence 
was that they did not belong to his 
party, and would not yield to his unjust 
sentences of exclusion (v. 10). Now, if 
the Caius of this Epistle be Caius of 
Corinth, then absent from Ephesus at his 
former home, we have indubitable evi- 
dence of a state of things in the Church 
of Corinth which singularly illustrates 
this Epistle— a coincidence of time, 
place, and circumstances. The Third 
Epistle of St John most probably be- 
longs to the close of the first century, 
towards the end of the Apostle’s life. 


1 Hospitality was ‘‘no new virtue upon that 


soil where Herodotus and Homer had received 
and celebrated it." Under the Gospel, hospi- 
tality to Christians as such became one of the 
first and most necessary of Christian virtues. 
With 3 John vv. 5—8 cf. Rom. xii. 13; Heb. 
xiii. 2. “ Having freely received they wished 
to give freely. Charity therefore managed to 
arrange, from distance to distance, stations of 
hospitality, where the missionaries and preachers 
found asylum, assistance, safe conduct, not wish- 
ing to impose any charge upon the heathen, 
whose souls and nothing else the Church aspired 
to possess.” (Baunard, p. 401.) 

2 Acorpephs (3 John v. 9) *'trained, or 
cherished by Zeus.” In Homer especially, a 
frequent epithet of kings and nobles. 


THE THIRD' EPISTLE’ OF: JOHN. 


The style and turn of thought and ex- 
pression confirm the impression that it 
is the production of a very old man. It 
was about the same time, somewhere 
close to the year 95, that St Clement 
wrote his Epistle to the Corinthians. 
The painful picture drawn by Clement 
of the feuds in the Corinthian Church' 
would quite agree with the expressions 
of St John to Caius (3 John vv. 9, 10). 
(3) The author of the singularly learned 
and acute ‘Synopsis of Scripture’ attri- 
buted to Athanasius, who must have 
had the use of materials to which we 
have no access, not only identifies the 
Caius of our Epistle with Caius the 
Corinthian of whom St Paul speaks 
(Rom. xvi 23), but connects him with 
St John, with Ephesus, and with the 
publication of St John's Gospel". We 
have, indeed, no means of deciding who 
Diotrephes was. If the language of the 
Epistle (v. 10) absolutely precludes us 
from supposing that Diotrephes was 
directly and locally connected with 
Corinth, we are unable to shew exactly 
how the schismatic spirit which unques- 
tionably prevailed at Corinth just at the 
time extended itself to Ephesus. Certain 
it is that in the Epistle of Clement we 
see, very much as in St Paul’s time, the 
excitable nature of the Corinthian Chris- 
tians, and the further development of 
ecclesiastical democracy, invading the 
Presbyterate, if not the Episcopate. The 
Roman Church—more tranquil and 


1 See especially XLIV. to XLVIII. in the edi- 
tion of the Epistles of St Clement to the Co- 
rinthians by Bryennius, pp. 77—89. 

2 Tò Be xara Icoávr. Evayy. vm yopevóg re vr 
aitod ToU dy.'leávv. Tod dmoor. kal Tryammévov, 
dvros é£oplorov èv lláruq TQ vow, kal vm ToU 
aŭro éie0605 év '"EQécq dia Tatou rov dyammro 
kal Eevodbxou rÀv drocrbAwy, mepl oU kal Matos 
*Pouatots ypapwv prot (Rom. xvi. 3), * Synopsis 
S. S. 76. (S. Athanas. Opp. Iv. 433, edit. 
Migne). One touch in the third Epistle of St 

ohn certainly appears to refer Caius to the 
Gospel of St John in a way which has more in it 
than meets the eye for those who can ''fine 
footing trace.” When we consider the evidently 
direct reference in the Epistle (jets 06 waprupov- 
uev, kal oldare drt Å paprupla nuwy adAnOns écTw, 
3 John v. 12) to the Gospel (odrés écTw...ó 
uaprupdy» mepl rovrwy...kal oidamev ore ANNONS 
aitod 4j paprvpla éorty, John xxi. 24), we feel that 
there must be a special reason for it. It would 
seem to imply a peculiar knowledge of the fourth 
Gospel on the part of Caius whom St John ad- 
dresses. 
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solid in the presence of her livelier but 
less practical sister—offers the latter her 
haughty advice, and establishes the 
austere order of ecclesiastical discipline’. 
The picture of feud and insubordination 
drawn by St Clement is of the darkest 
kind; and the schismatic spirit among 
people of the same blood and language 
is intensely contagious. Communica- 
tion between Ephesus and Corinth was 
constant and easy, and the Corinthian 
origin of Caius would give him especial 
interest in a schism which it was pos- 
sibly attempted to extend from Corinth 
to Ephesus. The supposition, then, that 
the Caius of St John’s Epistle is the 
Corinthian Caius, is at least not impro- 
bable. 

The external authority for the Third 
Epistle of St John has been incidentally 
stated in the examination of the similar 
evidence for the Second*. The instinct 
of the Church after deliberate thought 
and examination—the brevity of the 
letters—and the entire want of conceiv- 
able purpose in drawing up Ejpistles so 
free from doctrinal peculiarity, and so 
completely Johannic in thought and style, 
are amply sufficient to entitle the two 
Epistles to their place in the Canon. 


TEI 


The Second and Third Epistles of St 
John occupy their own place in the 
sacred Canon, and contribute their own 
peculiar element to the stock of Christian 
truth and practice. They lead us from 
the region of miracle and prophecy, out 
of an atmosphere charged with the 
supernatural, to the more average every- 
day life of Christendom, with its regular 
paths and unexciting air. There is no 
hint in these short notes of extraordinary 
charismata, The tone of their Chris- 
tianity is deep, earnest, severe, devout, 
but has the quiet of the Christian 
Church and home very much as at pre- 
sent constituted. The religion which 


1 See the striking passage of Hilgenfeldt, 
quoted in the first edition of the entire Epistle 
of St Clement to the Corinthians by Bishop 
Bryennius, ‘‘Ipodeyéueva px60'. KAHM. EILIZK. 
PQM. EIIIZT."— Constantinople, 1873. 

2 The subject is discussed by Dr Routh. 
* Reliq. Sac.” 1. 423; cf. III. 208. It may be 
added that 3 John 7 seems to be quoted in 
Ignat, ‘Ad Ephes." vir. 
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pervades them is simple, unexaggerated, 
and practical. The writer is grave and 
reserved. Evidently in possession of the 
fulness of the Christian faith (2 John 3, 
7, 9), he is content to rest upon it with 
a calm consciousness of strength. The 
sword of controversy strikes one down- 
right blow, and is returned to its scab- 
bard (v. 7). In the Second Epistle the 
loftiest region of dogmatic theology 
stands out for a moment from among 
the clouds (2 John 3). The Incarnation 
of Jesus is indicated, not only, as in the 
First Epistle, as a past fact with con- 
sequences lasting on into the present 
(Ino. Xpo. èv capxt €AnAvOora, 1 John 
iv. 2), but as a permanent continuous 
principle in a living Personal embodi- 
ment (Ino. Xpucr. épxomevov èv capki, 
2 John 7). In the Third Epistle God 
occurs twice (v. 11), the word Jesus or 
Christ is not mentioned. Yet how much 
is implied in “for the sake of The 
Name” (rèp yap To) ovóparos, v. 7)! 
These two letters also add their own 
special contribution to Christian thought 
—or at least accentuate and underline 
thoughts before written. In the Second 
Epistle, the idea of a fixed norm of Chris- 
tian faith is embodied in The Doctrine 
by which every teacher was to be tested 
(2 John 9, 10). Heresy, at least under 
certain conditions and in some of its 
developments, was boldly stated to in- 
volve moral guilt (ibid. v. rr) There 
was a delimitation of the region fo- 
gress beyond which is loss of Christ 
and of God (v. 9). In the Third Epistle, 
a solemn hint was given—how much 
needed, and for a time how much neg- 
lected, events too clearly proved—of the 
dangers to which the Church might be 
exposed by ambitious aspirants after 
ecclesiastical primacy (o quXomporeiov 
aùrőv Avotpepys, 3 John 9). The moral 
guilt of schismatic resistance to Apostolic 
authority was boldly and bluntly stated 
(Adyous wrovnpots pAvapav wpàs, ibid. v. 
10) By the conception of the Incar- 
. nate Lord, the Creator and Light of all 
men, and of the universality of Redemp- 
tion, which the Gospel and the First 
Epistle did so much to bring home to 
all who received Christ (John i. 3, 4, 9; 
1 John ii. 2), germs were deposited in 
the soil of Christianity which necessarily 
grew from an abstract idea into the 


INTRODUCTION TO 


great reality of the Catholic Church. In 
these two short occasional letters St John 
provided two safeguards for that great 
institution. Heresy and schism are the 
dangers to which it is perpetually ex- 
posed. St John’s condemnation of the 
spirit of heresy is recorded in the Second 
Epistle ; his condemnation of the spirit 
of schism is written in the Third Epistle. 
Every age of Christendom up to the 
present has rather exaggerated than 
dwarfed the significance of this con- 
demnation. 


IV. 


The view which has been taken 
throughout the Introductions to these 
Epistles of the connection of St John's 
later life with Ephesus and Asia Minor 
may, it is hoped, add to the interest 
with which the letters will be read by 
some. Ephesus may seem to rise once 
more, as it was seen by St John, 
in the valley between Mount Preon 
and Mount Coressus. The now green 
and marshy plain, bounded by the blue 
line of the sea, may exchange its *ma- 
jestic sadness" for life and animation. 
* Christian recollections are the greatest 
recollections of Ephesus; they suit well 
with the majesty and the melancholy of 
these spots. According to the tradition 
of the first ages, St John, *the great light 
of Asia, as the bishop Polycrates called 
him, lived for years and died in this 
city." Whilst Ephesus rises before us as 
it was in St John's time, the Apostle 
and some of those with whom he must 
have been familar become more life- 
like. Aquila and Priscilla appear at 
Ephesus during St Paul's visit to that 
city? (A.D. 56). The Bishop of Ephesus 
salutes them by St Paul's desire (A.D. 66) 
about ten years later’. Thirty years have 
passed, but it is possible that St John 
may enter the house of the aged tent- 
maker. Alexander, the bronze-worker *, 
may have learned the lesson which St 
Paul designed to teach him*. Tyrannus‘ 


1 ‘Une course dans l'Asie Mineure’ (‘La 
Gréce, Rome, et Dante) Par T. T. Ampére, 
360). 

2 Acts xviii. 18, 19. 

3 2 Tim. iv. 19. 

4 6 xaXkevs. 

5 1 Tim. i. 203 2 Tim. iv. 14. 

$ Acts xix, 9. 
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may still be there, with his indelible 
memories of the teaching of St Paul. 
From time to time St John may enter 
the house of the saintly widow, Kyria ; 
or meet the missionaries of the cross 
under the roof of his beloved Caius. 
Demetrius may, perhaps, come to visit 
him. If we suppose the Third Epistle 
to have been written after the Apostle's 
return from Patmos, one dearer and 
more venerable still— Timothy, the Bi- 
shop of Ephesus—had almost certainly 
gone to his rest. ‘There is no impos- 
sibility in the conjecture that the apo- 
calyptic message to the Angel of the 
Church of Ephesus was addressed to 
Timothy, and its praise and blame are 
alike consistent with all that we gather 
of the character of Timothy in the Acts 
of the Apostles and in the two Pastoral 
Epistles written to him by St Paul’. 
One tradition of the Church at least 
represents Timothy as having died a 
martyr’s death at Ephesus, just about 
the period of St John’s return from Pat- 
mos, at the close of his two years’ exile 
—beaten to death with clubs by the 
fanatical devotees of Artemis, against 
whose excesses he protested at the kara- 
yóyıov of the goddess’. 
follow the tradition as given by a Greek 
author of the ninth century, we should 
see the Apostle from day to day—“ not 


1 This is well drawn out by Professor Plump- 
tre in his interesting article upon Timothy. 
* Dictionary of the Bible,’ 111. 1507. 

2 The authorities will be found in Professor 
Plumptre's article (xź supra), or in Baunard, 
* L'Apótre S. Jean,’ I1. 393. If the fact is his- 
torical, it would give a deep meaning to 2 Tim. 
iv. 3—8. 


If we might: 
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startling the minds of the citizens by the 
splendour of his public preaching, but 
walking in wisdom and redeeming the 
time ; of tender mind, of quiet manner, 
of unpretending garb, of gentle speech, 
allowing easy access to all who ap- 
proached him. But in all the order of 
life, in varied and perfect goodness, he 
was unapproached and venerated'." Pos- 
sibly too we shall find him occasionally at 
the port®. For St John’s Gospel shews us 
the hand and eye of the son of Zebedee. 
He has the practised ken, which can 
calculate distances on the water, whether 
in the darkness of a wild night or in the 
golden haze of an April morning*. A 
thoughtful study of the writings of St 
John wil enable us to understand in 
some measure how the son of Zebedee 
and Salome, the fisherman of Galilee, the 
disciple of the Baptist, became the 
Apostle of Jesus, the herald of the Word, 
the Plato of the Evangelists, the prophet 
of Patmos, the inheritor of the work of 
Paul and Timothy at Ephesus, the mis- 
sionary of Ionia—may we not almost add, 
the Primate of Christendom ? 

1 Nicetas David. Paphlag. ‘Orat. Encomiast.’ 
(‘Bibliotheca Patrum,’ Tom. XXVII. pp. 393, sqq.) 
This citation, and much also throughout this In- 
troduction, is due to the interesting book of the 
Abbé Baunard, * L'Apótre Saint Jean,’ p. 248. 

2 «That early passion still survived the snows 
of age and the trammels of office, and it was 
touching to see the almost regretful pleasure 
with which he would scrutinize the rigging of 
barks from Hull, or with which he would pace 
the pier and watch the vessels that crowded the 
roads, and look on with the approval of no 
inexperienced eye. He seized the opportunity 
of addressing them on their moral and religious 
duties.” ‘Memoirs of Edward and Catherine 


Stanley,’ pp. 94, 95. 
3 John vi. 19, xxi. 8 
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EPISTLE OF 


JG)" PIN 


fle commendeth Gaius for his piety, 5 and 
hospitality 7 to true preachers: 9 complain- 
ing of the unkind dealing of ambitious Dio- 
trephes on the contrary side, 11 whose evil 
example is not to be followed: 12 and giveth 
special testimony to the good report of De- 
metrius. 


HE elder unto the wellbeloved 
Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 
2 Beloved, I "wish above all things 


!On7rey that thou mayest prosper and be in 


health, even as thy soul prospereth. 





3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the 
brethren came and testified of the 
truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth. 

4 I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in truth. 

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully 
whatsoever thou doest to the bre- 
thren, and to strangers ; 

6 Which have borne witness of 
thy charity before the church : whom 





1. beloved, as in vv. 2, 5, 11. The 
word occurs four times in this short letter. It 
is characteristic of St John (1 John ii 7, iii. 
OI NOE TH) 

2. in or concerning all things I pray] 
(evxoua). This prayer of St John for a dear 
friend (possibly in bad health) may act as a 
corrective to the unnatural mysticism of a 
certain form of pseudo-spirituality. ‘‘ Sick- 
ness,” said Pascal, «is the natural state of a 
Christian" Some have pushed this saying 
with its measure of undoubted truth so far as 
to pray for sickness—a contradiction surely to 
the meek spirit of the petition **lead us not 
into temptation." We may turn with profit 
to the wholesome Christian common sense of 
the beloved disciple, who knew so well the 
mind of Christ, the Healer. St John here 
prays that the promise to the godly man in 
Ps. i. 3 (mávra boa àv moi Katevod@bncerat, 
LXX.) may be fulfilled to his friend. 

that thou mayest prosper (evoSodvcGar—the 


rendering of now and moyn, to be pros- 
perous)—and be in health (syaivew, cf. for 
this meaning of the word Luke v. 31, “they 
that be whole,” A.V.). Cf. also for the 
first of these two words, “laying by him 
in store whatever he prosperously obtains” 
I Cor. xvi. 2). In this verse Hooker finds 
the justification of our Prayer-Book in con- 
taining prayers for temporal blessing. (‘E. P.’ 
V. 35.) In Naples the comprehensive new 
year’s salutation is buon capo d’ anno, con buona 
salute, santa e vecchia, ‘a happy new year, 
with good health, and a holy old age.” ‘The 
closing formula of the Papal Epistles in Latin 
is, **omnem tibi à Domino cupit et adprecatur 
tum animi tum corporis prosperitatem." 

3. witnessing to thy truth] The 
order of the words here is very emphatic, and 
seems to point to an implied contrast with 


Diotrephes and others (cov 77 dAnOeia; cf. 
cov T ayamn, v. 6). 

even as thou truly avalkest] i.e. sincerely, 
without deception (v dAnOeia). 


4. “Greater joy than these (joys) I have 
[not], viz. that I should hear of my children 
walking truly,” ze. sincerely, as at the close 
of the last verse—each child so walking is, 
as it were, a separate joy. The occasion of 
St John's joy may be compared with that of 
$t Paul on hearing of Philemon's faith and 
love. (Philem. v. 4.) 

The older commentators quote a passage 
beautifully illustrative of this from Seneca, in 
which he describes his delight in the mental 
and moral progres of a favourite pupil. 
* Epist.' XXXIV. 

5. thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou 
workest (mordy motis 0 eav epyaty). The 
neuter is used adverbially, że. suitably to 
Christian faith, and as is worthy of a Chris- 
tian believer. Thou doest...whatsoever thou 
workest. Note the different words, the 
second signifying foi/ful work (Matt. xxi. 
28, &c.), “thou art doing well in all thy 
toilful work.” (Fideliter facis quicquid ope- 
raris.) Some commentators hold (improbably) 
that the phrase is equivalent to the classical 
“giving a pledge,” ze. here of character and 
conduct. (So mora roveioOar, Herod. 111. 8.) 

to tbe brethren, and to strangers] A various 
reading here has a large amount of support—. 
“to the brethren, and zZaz (7. e. ** who besides," 
Alford) are strangers" (So A, B, C, N.) 
Reiche, however, supposes this to be a gloss. 
St John seems to refer to brethren from the 
Ephesian Church, received by Caius though 
strangers. [On the hospitality of Caius, see 
supra, Introd.] 


6. witnessed to thy charity before the 
church) Like witnessed to thy truth, v. 3. The 


v. 1—9] 


if thou bring forward on their journey 
after a godly sort, thou shalt do well: 

7 Because that for his name's sake 
they went forth, taking hothing of 
the Gentiles. 
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8 We therefore ought to receive 
such, that we might be fellowhelpers 
to the truth. 

9 I wrote unto the church: but 
Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 








construction here is Johannic (John xviii. 


37). 

before the church} i.e. the Church from 
which they had been sent forth—the Ephe- 
sian Church to which they had now returned. 
This is the first occurrence of the word church 
in St John's writings—without the article 
here. ‘This singular fact may, it is sub- 
mitted, be accounted for in one way and 
one only. Our Lord never used the word 
Church in His public addresses. Before the 
multitudes He could not at this stage of 
His work make intelligible the disruption of 
Judaism, and the establishment of a spiritual 
Kingdom as wide as the world. Only before 
His disciples, far on in His Ministry, did 
He ever use the word Church, and that 
only zbree times. (Matt. xvi. 18, and twice 
in xvii. 17.) But it did not fall within the 
purpose of St John's Gospel to record these 
words of Jesus. And it was a fixed principle 
with him in his First Epistle not to use any 
great term of the spiritual order which was 
not employed in the Gospel. Hence the 
word Church is absent from the Epistle, 


because it is absent from the Gospel. But the: 


reason for abstaining from the use of the word 
ceased with the First Epistle. And we find it 
three times in the Third Epistle. 

speed forward oz their journey] (mpo- 
véuNrás) helping them on their journey. In 
the O. T: this is sometimes the translation of 


nov (Piel of not), and signifies to accom- 
pany one departing, to send him on his way 
(cvumpoméumew, Gen. xviii. 16, LXX.). 
When valued and beloved guests took their 
departure, the hosts accompanied them some 
way, in token that they clung to their society 
to the last moment. ‘This was often accom- 
panied with presents and provisions for the 
way. (Kalisch, ‘Histor. and Crit. Comm.’ 
Genesis, 404, 556. Gen. xviii, 16; xxxi. 27.) 
'The curious academic word in the Oxford 
language of the last century, “to propemp 
any one," i.e. to provide with a ceremonious 
escort on public occasions, preserved very little 
of the original force. The word is Pauline 
(Rom. xv. 24; 1 Cor. xvi. 6—11; Titus iii. 
r2. Cf. also Acts xv. 3, xxi. 5.) 
- after a godly sort] lit. *worthily of God” 
—*' he who honours such faithful servants of 
God, honours Christ, our God, who sends 
them.” 

worthily of God (cf. Col.i.10; 1 Thess. 
ii. 12). The Apostle exhorts Christians to 
do this action worthily of God. He implies 


then that it is the standard by which every 
action is to be measured—to make it, as far’ as 
possible, worthy of God in every part. The 
gift which we intend to lay before a king is 
rendered complete as far as loyalty and reve- 
rence can ensure. The gift which is pre- 
sented by love aud gratitude is made as per- 
feet as gratitude and love can make it, ‘The 
old builders finished details of architecture 
high out of sight on roof and spire with ex- 
quisite exactitude, because they would be seen 
by the angels. So every action of the regene- 
rate life should be finished in every detail, and 
made as complete as it can be made by loyalty 
and reverence, by Jove and gratitude, for the 
eyes of the Lord of men and angels. "What 
an ideal of life to say to oneself in this or that 
action, *do this worthily of God!” 


7. “for the sake of the Name” (His 
name's sake, A.V.). ‘The pronoun is wanting 
in all the Uncials. (It may have been brought 
in from a reminiscence of Rom. i. 5.) Just as 
the Name in tbe Old Testament is put abso- 
lutely for Jehovah (Deut. xxviii. 58; x Chro. 
xiii. 6), so in the New Testament it is used 
for Christ (Acts ii. x6, iv. x2, v. 41. Cf. 
“that beautiful Name," James ii. 7). ‘The 
same use passed on to the earliest Christian 
writers (see Ignat. ‘ad Ephes. 111. VII. ; ‘ad 
Philipp.’ x.). The argument for our Lord's 
Divinity, deducible from this, is excellently 
put by Ammon; in the Catena on Acts v. 41, 
* For tbe Name.”  * By using the general 
expression he indicates that Jesus is God. 
For, just as a man solemnly using the word, 
* He has said,’ means ‘God has said,’ so he 
who uses the name indefinitely equally declares 
the Divinity of Jesus” (quoted in ‘Tischend, 
* Nov. Test. Grece,’ edit. vir. Tom. II. pp. 
29, 30). Note too that name implies a true 
personality lying behind it. It is never used of 
qualities, only of persons (see Matt, xxviii. 


20). 
taking nothing of | See Additional Note. 


8. We] The pronoun here standing mark- 
edly at the beginning of the sentence is full of 
significance. It is beautifully like St John’s 
humility to include himself in a confession of 
sinfulness, or in an obligation to perform a 
duty. This verse is morally quite of a piece 
with 1 John ii. r. 

therefore} On this, probably the only od» 
in St John’s three Epistles, see Additional 
Note. 

might be fellowhelpers| may become fel- 
low-workers. 


377 


preeminence among them, receiveth 
us not. 

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will 
remember his deeds which he doeth, 
prating against us with malicious 
words: and not content therewith, 





for the truth] Fellowworker is a Pauline 
word (Philem. 24; Philipp. iv. 3; 1 Thess. 
iii. 2). This clause is not however parallel 
with Philipp. iv. 3 or r Thess. iii. 2. For 
though The Truth may here run into a 
personal meaning and may signify Him who 
said ** I am the Truth” (John xiv. 6), yet we 
are here called upon to become fellow-work- 
ers £o or for, not with, The Truth. 


9. There are several readings here, of 
which the most important is—‘ Thou wrotest 
somewhat” (éypawas rt, B). ‘This reading 
has been supposed to be of a very subtle 
character, introduced by a copyist, to whom 
it seemed a double unsuitability (1) that a 
writing of an inspired Apostle should have 
perished, and (2) that Diotrephes should 
have had the power to reject it, both of 
which are involved in the T. R. I wrote 
somewhat. ‘The common reading, however, 
seems to give a satisfactory sense. St John 
informs Caius that he had written to the 
Church, of which that gentle and hospitable 
Christian was a valued member, but he has 
reason to know that Diotrephes would not 
receive or obey his Apostolic bidding. He, 
therefore, implicitly warns Caius to be careful 
that the contents of this letter, at least, should 
be made known to the Church. Rothe sup- 
poses—and the supposition has internal pro- 
bability—that Diotrephes was a bishop. (See 
supra, Introd.) The temptation of young and 
haughty bishops to excommunicate hastily 
and unjustly is vividly illustrated by Augus- 
tine’s remonstrance with the youthful Aux- 
ilius and his sympathetic note to Classicianus, 
who had suffered this wrong. ‘ Epist.’ CCL. 

Diotrephes, who lovetb to have pre-emi- 
nence over them] (6 dwuompoere)ov a- 
tay). The word might almost be rendered, 
“who affects primacy over them." Eccle- 
siasticai ambition would seem to St John in 
particular against the mind of Christ (Matt. 
xx. 28), especially the words ôs àv OéAn év 
vpiv eivat mpatos, v. 27, to which we may 
refer. 

. them] i.e. the individuals comprised in the 
collective word ‘+ the Church.” 

receiveth us not] “Our apostleship, our 
authority, our brethren, our letters, our in- 
junctions,” (à Lap.) ‘Hence so many 
Churches are, in a sense, all first, all apostolic, 
while all cling to one unity. They have 
communion of peace, the mutual address of 
brotherhood, the common watchword of hos- 


III. JOHN. 


[v. 10, 11. 


neither doth he himself receive the 
brethren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and casteth them out of the 
church, 

11 Beloved, follow not that which 
is evil, but that which is good. He 





pitality (‘‘contesseratio hospitalitatis”). (Ter- 
tullian, ‘De Preescript.’ xx.) 


10. if I come] (éàv €\Ow). This expresses 
uncertainty with some small amount of pro- 
bability—if I shall come, which is not quite 
impossible (Donaldson, ‘Gr. Gr.’ pt. v. ch. 
11. $ ii. p. sor, ‘Conditional Propositions’). 
In sentiment this verse is a softened echo of 
I!COLUVAZX CODI XL DT. XH Tag: 

I will remember] bring to remembrance 
—the same word as in Joh. xiv. 26. ‘To 
* bring evil deeds to remembrance" is prac- 
tically to reproach, bring to shame. Hence 
vmopiuv]joke is sometimes used in this sense. 
(See Demosth. quoted by Bretschn. zz loc.) 

prating agamst us with wicked words] 
(Adyous movnpois PAvapaSv jas). Diotrephes 
is habitually a doer of works, whose cha- 
racter is defined by the character of his 
words; nay, those words are works. The 
words are light and reckless, bubbles, yet 
wicked. The sketch, short, and touched with 
an old man's trembling pen, reminds us of the 
dramatic element so marked in the fourth 
Gospel. 

and not contented hereupon, neither 
doth he himself receive the brethren, and for- 
biddeth them that would] The very unusual 
construction in this verse is quite Jobaznic. 
Cf. St John's Gospel, iv. 11. ‘The construc- 
tion must be thus understood. St John men- 
tions the schismatic exclusion of Diotrephes 
—“ He receiveth us not." Then the Apostle 
interposes a brief indignant parenthesis (‘‘ For 
this cause, if I come, I will, &c.”). ‘Then he 
resumes his account of Diotrephes—‘‘ and 
further, not contented,” —Diotrephes was 
schismatical, not heretical. 

casteth them out] (ékBdddw). A Johannic 
word for excommunication (Gospel, ix. 34, 
35). 

11. Beloved, follow not that which is evil] 
Imitate not. The verb is applied in New 
Testament both (a) to persons (2 Thess. 
lii. 7, 9), and (2) to things (Heb. xiii. 7). 
See Bretsch. * Lex. Man. N. T" s. v. and cf. 
Reiche, ‘Comment. Crit.’ on x Pet. iii, 13, 
where he argues in favour of *'imitators" 
as the true reading (Tom. 111. p. 263). The 
words imitate that which is good are the 
motto and principle of Saints’ Days in the 
Church’s calendar, and of religious biography. 
See a vivid instance of “imitation of that 
which is good” brought about by reading the 
life of Antonius. (St Augustine, ‘Confess.’ 


y. 12—14.] 


that doeth good is of God: but he 
that doeth evil hath not seen God. 

12 Demetrius hath good report of 
all men, and of the truth itself: yea, 
and we also bear record; and ye know 
that our record is true, 

13 I had many things to write, 





vit. 6.) The relation of Caius to the Gos- 
pel of St John (p. 371) makes me refer the 
imitation of that which is good to the example 
of Jesus. We have here a treatise De Imita- 
tione Christi in three words. The link of con- 
nection is ** Do not imitate Diotrephes, rather 
make Demetrius your type of Christian life.” 

He that doeth good ] ‘The article with present 
participle. He whose general principle of life 
and conduct is doing good. The word, and 
its kindred substantives, are favourites with 
St Peter, to whom active benevolence was so 
conspicuous an aspect of Christianity (cf. 
I Bate TA. 1:5 20, H1..6; 17 jV. 19), and 
who summed up Christ's character as mani- 
fested in His passage through life in one word 
(edepyeróv, Acts x. 38). 

hath not seen God] A truly Johannic 
thought and expression (1 John iii. 6). 

12. To Demetrius witness is borne. 
The pft. is used in strict accordance with its 
proper import, viz. the past is expressed in 
relation to the present. ‘The witness has been 
given and zow stands. (See Winer, pt. III. 
§ xi. p. 287.) 

and by the truth itself | ‘*The testimony 
even of all men may be deceived; the testi- 
mony of the Truth cannot be deceived. ‘The 
testimony of the truth itself is the testimony 
of God, who is the highest Truth, of Christ 
who says, ‘I am the Truth’ (John xiv. 6). 
Blessed he who has this testimony!” (a 
Lap.). 

and we also are bearing witness] The 
Truth here may, however, not impossibly sig- 
nify Christ Himself. Can it be that St John 
is referring to the opening chapters of the 
Apocalypse, and that Demetrius may have 
been one of the angels of the Seven Churches 
to whom Jesus, the Truth, bore witness, in 
one of the Apocalyptic Epistles? ‘The pas- 
sage is intensely Johannic. (1) The Jo- 
hannic correlatives, witness and the Truth, are 
found together. (2) The Johannic idea of 
threefold witness pervades the passage. It 
is another application of one thought in 
1 John v. 6—10 on a lower range and more 
contracted scale. Demetrius has three wit- 
nesses (a) the world (id mávrov), (b) Jesus 
(óm airis rhs ddnbeias), (c) the Church, 
specially including S£ John himself (kai reis 
8? paprvpoüpev, r.A.; Cf. John xxi. 24). 
(The comparatively modern conjecture that 
Demetrius is **the silversmith” of Acts xix. 


III. JOHN. 


but I will not with ink and pen write 
unto thee : 

14. But I trust I shall shortly see 
thee, and we shall speak ‘face to 


face. Peace be to thee. Our friends mouth. 
salute thee, Greet the friends by 
name, 





24 may or may not be true. The name cer- 
tainly belongs to the Ephesian surroundings. 
See Additional Note.) 

and ye know] ‘There is high authority 
for thou knowest (A, B, C, N and the Coptic 
version). But the reading seems suspiciously 
like a copyist’s gloss or correction, to whom 
the idea occurred that the Epistle was ad- 
dressed to Caius alone, and that, therefore, ye 
know was out of place. But the Epistle was 
evidently not intended to be kept strictly 
private by Caius (vv. 10, xx). “The plural 
embraces Caius’ companions, faithful rulers 
of the Church, and the whole assembly, for 
whose use the letter was intended” (Reiche, 
* Comm. Crit.’ iz /oc.). 

that our witness is true] A sort of mark 
of St John (xix. 35). See Introd. to this 
Epistle, p. 373, note 2. 


13. I had many things tohave written, 
but I am not willing to be writing] The 
Epistolary aorist in the first clause, and the 
present in the second clause, are alike ap- 
propriate. 

with ink and pen] ‘The original signifies 
black pigment and reed. ‘The prep. dua 
denotes through the medium of ; that through 
which the result passes; which lies between 
the will to do the act and the completion of 
the act? (Winer, pt. 11. § xlvii. p. 396). 

ink] Three times mentioned in Scripture, 
2 Cor. iii. 3; 2 John «. 12, and in this verse. 


14. I am hoping straightway to 
see thee. 


15. The friends...Greet tbe friends] The 
word and idea are not common in the New 
'Testament. 'The beautiful exceptions are Luke 
xii. 4; John xi. rz, xv. 14, above all xv. 15. 
Friendship is transfigured and elevated into 
something better—fraternity. The friends 
here (of giro, rovs díXovs) must not be 
taken out of the Johannic context. ‘+The 
friends," in St John's mind, are not only 
mutual friends, but the friends of Jesus. ‘That 
which was said of Abraham as the friend of 
God (2 Chro. xx. 7; Isai. xli. 8), or of 
Moses to whom the Lord spake **as a man 
speaketh unto his friend" (Exod. xxviii. 11), 
is more deeply true of the friends of Jesus 
(John xv. 15). See the exquisitely beautiful 
sermon in which South draws out the privi- 
leges of friendship, and shews their consum- 
mation in the friendship of our Lord for His 
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t Gr. 
mouth to 
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people: (x) freedorn of access, (2) favour- 
able construction, (3) sympathy in, sorrow, 
(4) communication of thought, (5) counsel 
in difficulty, (6) constancy and perpetuity. 
(‘Sermons,’ xiv. Vol. I. 291—308.) ‘The 
friends," then, are those who in the new rela- 
tion of Christian fraternity do not lose the 
fine natural humanity of friendship, but rather 
have it elevated and purified. But these are 
also within the circle of St John's thought 
those whom Jesus calls friends. (Gospel, xv. 
FT | 
iy name| May we not see a beautiful allu- 
sion to the Good Shepherd “ calling His own 
sheep by name?” (John x. 8.) These simple 
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words are the last which we can trace up to 
the heart and pen of St John. Their quiet 
tender individualism forms a fitting transition 
from the superhuman dignity of the Apostolate, 
to the more ordinary pastoral office. Some- 
thing of the Apostle’s mind may yet breathe in 
some of the Liturgies, but what and how 
much is absolutely uncertain. (“ Liturgia 
Hispanica minimé a Romana, probabilius a 
Gallicaná...et inde ab Ephesind Ecclesia ori- 
ginem duxisse.” See Neale, ‘Tetral. Liturg.’ 
Pfefat. xxvull., and his reference to Lesl. * de 
Liturg. Goth.’ v. vr.) A hush as of evening 
rests upon the close of the note. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on zv. 3, 4, 7, 8, 12. 


3. "AAnOrs, dAnOeva (connected with Ajo 
Xabeivy in classical Greek signifies that which 
is unconcealed, and therefore true, real as op- 
posed to false or apparent. Looking back 
over the writings of St John from this point, 
we conclude that the various meanings of the 
word dArOeca may be classed as follows. 


I. Truth objective. 

ri. Living and embodied. 

(a) IN THE SON. 
."Eyo ele 1j odds kai rj dÀrj£eia. Kal 5j. Con}, 
John xiv. 6. To this there may be special 
(but not exclusive) reference, when our Lord 
speaks of the Holy Ghost as The Spirit (not 
of truth, but of) The Truth. (To Ilveüpa 
tis dAyÉc(as, Xiv. 17, XV. 26, xvi. 13), ze. not 
merely the Spirit to whom specially belongs 
the revelation of absolute 'Fruth, but the 
Spirit of Christ who is The Truth. 


(Pb) IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Spirit of The Truth is also THE 
TRUTH. (rò paprvpoüv dre TÒ- T. eoTw h 
dAndeva, "that the Spirit is THE TRUTH.” 
i John v. 6.) 

2. Embodied in the sum-total of the re- 
velation of Jesus, as the reflection of the 
mind of God, and therefore the absolute truth 
(John i. 17, viii. 32, 40, 45, xvi. 13, xvii, 17, 
xvii. 37 ; x John ii. 21; 2 John r). 

[In many passages the meanings (1 4) and 
(2) run into each other, in the same way as 
the Personal Word and the word spoken or 
written, e.g. John v. 33; 1 John ii. 19; 2 
John 2; 3 John z2.] 


. H. The Truth received passes subjectively into 
The Truth in us (x John i. 8, ü. 4; 2 John 
2; paprupo)vrev gov Tjj adnOeia, 3 John 
iB) et Lence)s 


‘©The Lord God is Zruth ; ‘He, even God, is 
Life” (Jer. x. 10). 


(a) Truth in thought, consisting in the ac- 
cord of thought with being, conformity of 
our conceptions to that Truth which is the 
ideal and unerring standard! (t John ii. 21; 
2 John x). 

(b) Truth im action. As The Truth covers 
the whole extent of human nature, right 
action is that Truth made visible and projected 
outwardly in conduct (ó 8é moidy rv dñ- 
cav, John iii. 213 où sow)pev Tv dArj6eiav, 
i John i. 6). 

(c) Truth in speech—opposed mot to the 
logical falsity which is a mistake, but to the 
ethieal falsity which is a /ie (anarthrous in 
Vili, 44—46). 

(d) Truth in actuality as opposed to ap- 
pearance—the fact as opposed to the sham 
(anarthrous in r John iii. 18. èv ddnOeia, 
really, with true love, 2 John 1; 3 John 1; 
Cf. vv. 3, Ae 


4. greater] ueworépav (cf. for form éda- 
xi rorépo, Ephes. iii. 8), a poetical compara- 
tive formed from a comparative (ef. ** Now 
that I am more better than Prospero," t Tem- 
pest, Act 11, scene 1). Note in the pectorépav 
s „iva dkovo an almost peculiarly Johannie use 
of iva; cf. 1 John iv. 17 (Winer, Pt. 111. 
$ xliv. p. 255). 


7. of the Gentiles] amd rav éOvev. Text. 
Recept. "E6wàv is read in A, B, C, N, and 
received into the text by Tischend. But it 


1 ** Non enim falsa dicit, qui se verum dicere 
dicit, sed falsas apprehensas veré enunciat illas 
apprehensiones. Cum igitur veritas sit orationis 
adzequatio cum ipsis speciebus, falsitas erit in 
notionibus que sunt in anima, propterea quod 
ex rebus adequate non sunt, non autem in 
oratione. Sculptura in gemmá falsa erit, quippe 
quae Cardanum minus expressé delineabit, non 
erit falsa cera, nempe sculpturam è chrysolitho 
praecise referet...... Veritas est affectus orationis 
conveniens menti, et affectus mentis conveniens 
ret.” Jul. C. Scalig. ‘De Subtil. ad Carda- 
num,’ Exerc. I1. p. 8. 
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has the air of a gloss, For čĝðvņ is a very 
ambiguous word. (a) It stands for non- 
Judean races generally, with no religious 
allusion; (7) for persons geographically out- 
side Palestine, including Jews of the disper- 
sion ; (c) for the nations as idolatrous ; (4) for 
non-Judzan Christians (Rom. xi. 13, xv. 27, 
xvi. 4; Gal ii. 12—14). But, as its more 
solemn use included idolatry (Matt. vi. 32, 
eros Acts tt. 45. r Cor. Y. x), and as it 
is so used here, it seemed that èĝvıxoi might 
express the thought with less ambiguity ( Matt. 
V. 47, Vi. 7, xviii. 17). See this point very 
fully in Reiche, * Comm. Crit. 

taking nothing of the Gentiles. ** After verbs 
of receiving, borrowing, &c., amò has merel 
the general meaning of whence. (Matt. xvii. 
25.) In the expression Aag. mapa twos the 
vie denotes the person actually tendering or 
delivering. In 3 John 7 the Apostle would 
have used zapà and not drò (ray éOváóv) if 
the meaning had been that the Gentiles had 
actually tendered a present.” Winer, Part 
Ill. § xlvii. 388, note r. 


8. therefore] Oi» occurs with special fre- 
quency in the Gospel of St John. (About 
220 times, against 50 in St Matthew, 11 in St 
Mark, 45 in St Luke, 68 in Acts.) The word 
is probably a contraction from čov, quod 
quum ita sit (Kühner's ‘Gr. Gr.’ by elf, 
8 737), and thus in some measure illustrates 
the old English argumentative use of being 
(e.g. “being the object of faith is supposed 
infallibly true; being it is the nature of truth 
not to hide itself.” ‘Exposition of Creed,’ 
Bp Pearson, Art.1.) It is scarcely accurate 
to speak of it as the most properly syllogistic 
of the inferential particles with Winer (cf. 
* Gr. of N. T. Diction, Part 111. $ Ixiii. 8 a. 
with what is said of the dpa conclusivum of 
logical inference and other particles of con- 
sequence. Donaldson, ‘Gr. Gr.’ 571, 31; 
Kiihner’s ‘Gr. Gr.’ by Jelf, §§ 787—791). 
In St John’s Gospel oi» is seldom merely 
resumptive or continuative. ‘The instances 
given by Winer of the continuative ody ap- 
pear to be somewhat questionable. This 
frequent recurrence of oj» is the natural 
and spontaneous tribute of St John's mind to 
the divine connection of all things in the 
Redeemer's life to the reasonable, religious, 
necessary consequence of every part and inci- 
dent of that History which is not “a maze 


without a plan," but the highest manifestation 
of law in the region of human history. The 
narrative of the human development of the 
life of the Word made Flesh is interlinked 
throughout by causes more essentially con- 
nected with their effects than **the sound of the 
bell with going to chapel.” Hence ody is natu- 
rally frequent in St John’s Gospel to express 
not merely continuity of narrative, but inter- 
volution of events—not logical but historical 
inference, But the same habit of thought 
which views sacred history in this light is 
precisely that which in the region of theology 
is essentially dogmatic, And an inspired 
dogmatic theologian will write oracularly, 
not inferentially like a schoolman. ‘The in- 
ferential ody of the regular treatise is, there- 
fore, naturally absent from St John’s Epistles, 
until we come at last to an historical state- 
ment in 3 John v. 7, where he draws a moral 
inference from it in v. 8 (pets otv ddetdo- 
psv). This is probably the sole instance of 
otv in these Epistles. (In x John ii, 24 it has 
no authority—some however in iv, 19.) 


12. Demetrius was an Ephesian name 
(Acts xix. 24). An architect called Deme- 
trius is also mentioned by Vitruvius (see Introd. - 
to r John). The idea that the silversmith, 
Demetrius, the agitator of his guild, may 
have been the very Demetrius, so honourably 
mentioned in this place, is of comparatively 
modern origin (Comm. à Lap. * Comment. in 
Scrip. S.) xx. p. 646). But the con- 
jecture has nothing in the least improbable. 
'The accufate version of the addresses of the 
silversmith, Demetrius, to his fellow-crafts- 
men (Acts xix. 25—28), and of the **town- 
clerk” to the people of Ephesus (2/7. 35—41), 
would seem to imply the possession of docu- 
ments or of private information by St Luke, 
which had been afforded by one or other of 
the speakers in a spirit friendly to Christi- 
anity. ‘The very vehemence of the language 
of Demetrius against St Paul (v. 26) betrays 
an uneasy sense of the fascinating power of 
his teaching. And the record of these ex- 
pressions of Demetrius would be deeply in- 
teresting to those readers of the Acts who 
knew that the maker of the “ silver shrines of 
Diana" had resigned all hope of gaining wealth 
by his old occupation, and became convinced 
of St Paul's great principle, **that they be no 
gods which are made with hands." 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE on 1 JOHN 1r. 11. 


Since this note was in type, the writer has 
met with the following sentences in a remark- 
able paper on the application of the laws of 
Degeneration and -Reversion to Type in the 
Spiritual world, by Professor H. Drummond, 
F.R.S.E. 

“There are certain burrowing animals— 
‘like the mole for instance—which have taken 
* to spend their lives beneath the surface-of the 
* ground. And nature has taken her revenge 
“upon them in this thoroughly natural way— 
* by closing up their eyes. If they mean to 
‘Jive in darkness, she argues, eyes are clearly 


“a superfluous function. By neglecting them, 
* these animals make it clear they do not want 
“them. And as one of Nature's fixed prin- 
“ciples is that nothing shall exist in vain, the 
“eyes are presently taken away or reduced to 
“a rudimentary state. Similarly, there are 
‘¢ fishes which have had to pay the same forfeit 
“by taking up their abode in dark caverns, 
* where eyes are never required. And in 
** exactly the same way the spiritual eye must 
“die and lose its power by purely natural 
‘law if the soul choose to walk in darkness 
* rather than in light." 


ADDITIONAL NOTE on r JOHN mr 2. 


The writer has been favoured by a correspondent with the following careful note. 


‘The following may be given as arguments 
‘in favour of an amended rendering. ‘It 
t never yet was manifested what we shall be, 
“but we know if it avere manifested.’ 

p The marked antithesis in the Greek 

‘otra edavepdOn...cav pavepw6}. 

‘ii. The more evident sense in the English. 

‘ni. If ‘when He shall appear" were in- 
Myteodicd. should we not expect órav ave- 

** po, as in v. 28 of the preceding chapter ? 

‘tiv. éay is used about 15 times in St John's 
** Epistles, and about 30 times in his Gospel, 
“and always in the conditional and not the 
* future sense. Cf. 3 Epist. 10, éàv £AGo, not 
“When I shall come, but If I come, i.e. lf I 


am able to come. Cf. also John viii. 36, 
‘éav otv ó vios eLevdepaon, Vill. 52, 
*édv TiS THPN TNs xii. 32, Kayo av vyo- 

E xxi. 25, €av ypadnrat. [See also 

« Gospel, V. 43; vi. 62, Vil. 17, 37, vill. I4, 16, 

toT. ex. “On RIGA) AS: 24, 26, 47, xiv. 

633014411 5502/39 0X 275 BOA IX. an SEEN on 

tt Epistle z,/1:465075:8, 10,411. 13513, E5 2240200 

8 izon 2r, iv E2205 Ve sa] 

* v, On the other hand we find rav used 
‘exclusively in the future sense. Gospel, 
“vill. 28, órav yore, Vill. 44, órav Aa, 
"xiii. r9, rav yévgra, XV. 26, drav €A6r. 
* Cf, also iv. 25, Vil. 27, 31, XiV. 29, XVl. 13, 
Si XT (OCC COG. | 
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pHs Epistle though brief has been 

the subject of much controversy. 
In treating of the points which have 
come under debate it will be convenient 
to adopt the following order ; 


Ir. THE WRITER. 


The writer calls himself (v. 1) “Jude 
the brother of James" Now in the 
primitive Christian times, and among 
the Judzo-Christians for whom this 
Epistle, from the character of its con- 
tents, must have been intended, there 
was only one person, after the martyrdom 
of James the brother of John by the 
order of Herod Agrippa I. (Acts xii. 2), 
who could have been spoken of simply 
as “James” without further description, 
and whom all men from such brief men- 
tion might be expected to recognize. 
'This was the James who presided over 
the Church in Jerusalem (Acts xii 17, 
xv. 13, xxi. 18; 1 Cor. xv. 7 ; Gal. ii. 9, 
12), who is usually spoken of as bishop 
there, and who in Gal i 19 is called 
“the Lord's brother.” Thus the writer 
of the present Epistle claims to be the 
Judas named among the brethren of the 
Lord in Matt. xiii. 55; Mark vi. 3. He 
seems (v. 17) to state by implication that 
he was not an Apostle, * Remember ye 
the words which have been spoken 
before by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, how that Z/ey said to you," &c. 
But that we cannot base a positive con- 
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clusion on such language is evident from 
Acts v. 29, where it is said, “ Then Peter 
and the Apostles answered," &c., an 
expression which no one would interpret 
as excluding Peter from the Apostolic 
band. 

But there are some further considera- 
tions which appear to confirm the con- 
struction which may be put on the 
writers own words. If St Jude was not 
an Apostle neither would St James be 
one. Now in St James' Epistle (which 
is by all admitted to be the writing of 
the Bishop of Jerusalem) there is the 
same absence of any claim to be of the 
number of the Apostles as we find in 
St Jude. He calls himself merely “ James 
a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, words which bear a marked 
resemblance to the form which St Jude 
employs. If they were both Apostles it 
is very remarkable that in neither Epistle 
do we discover anything that gives an 
intimation thereof, while in one we have 
words which may fairly be taken to imply 
that St Jude was not an Apostle. Again, 
the statement (John vii. 5) that, at a time 
not long before the Crucifixion, the bre- 
thren of Jesus did not believe on Him, 
points in the same direction. It is true 
that the “brethren of the Lord” are 
mentioned (Acts i. 14) as assembled at 
Jerusalem with the rest to wait for the 
outpouring of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. But the way in which they 
are there spoken of severs them from the 
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Apostolic body rather than includes 
them in its number. After the mention 
of the eleven by name we are told, 
“These all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren." A sentence could 
hardly be framed which should emphasize 
more pointedly the distinction between 
* Apostles” and “the Lord's brethren.” 
The latter are also placed last in the 
enumeration, as if they had most recently 
been included among the believers. The 
change in their feeling towards Jesus 
since His death and resurrection has 
been thought to be sufficiently explained 
by the. words of St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 7), 
that the Lord had been “seen of James” 
on one special occasion after he was 
risen from the dead. It has been argued 
from this verse, and from the language 
of Gal. i. 19, that St Paul includes this 
James among the Apostles. But the 
term Apostle was not restricted by St 
Paul to the twelve, but is applied in the 
New Testament to Paul himself, to 
Barnabas, and apparently (Rom. xvi. 7) 
to Andronicus and Junias. It seems 
therefore more in accordance with the 
evidence which we possess to conclude 
(1) that the writer of the Epistle of St 
Jude was a different person from the 
Apostle Jude, who appears also to have 
had the names Lebbeeus and Thaddzeus 
(cf. Matt. x. 3; Mark iii. 18, with Luke 
vi. I5; Acts i. 13), and about whom 
St John (xiv. 22), when he wants to dis- 
tinguish him, uses the words ‘not 
Iscariot;" (2) that he was the brother 
of James, known in the early Church 
as the Just, and who presided over the 
Church at Jerusalem during the period 
embraced in the latter portion of the 
Acts of the Apostles, and who was one 
of the “brethren of the Lord.” That 
neither James nor Jude allude to this 
close connexion with Jesus may be ex- 
plained from a natural desire not to seem 
to lay stress on a position in respect of 
the Founder of Christianity to which 
none of the other Disciples or Apostles 
could have a claim, and this feeling 
would be the stronger in them because 
they had so long rejected the teaching 
of Him to whom in humility they now 
both alike call themselves (odot) bond- 
Servants, 


INTRODUCTION TO 


2. PERSONS FOR WHOM THE EPISTLE 
WAS WRITTEN. 


The Epistle is addressed to Chris- 
tians who had been Jews. ‘This is the 
reason why the writer calls himself 
* brother of James." For we learn from 
Eusebius (‘H. E^ m. 23) that all the 
Jewish people, not the Christians only, 
held James the Bishop of Jerusalem in 
high regard. Moreover all the illustra- 
tions that are used in the letter are those 
of a Jew writing for Jews. The deliver- 
ance from Egypt, the fallen angels, the 
cities of the plain, the legend of Michael's 
contention with Satan, the references to 
Cain, Balaam, and Korah, as well as the 
prophecy ascribed to Enoch, are all 
found in a very brief space, and are 
touched upon in such a manner as could 
be edifying to none save those who were 
familiar not only with Old Testament 
Scripture, but also with Jewish traditions. 


3. Irs AUTHENTICITY. 


When we. consider the brevity of St 
Jude’s Epistle, and that it was, though 
now called Catholic, addressed in the 
first instance only to a small section of 
the Christian Church, we need not be 
surprised that it did not receive great 
recognition from the early Christian 
writers. It is mentioned in the Mura- 


toran Canon, which may be taken as 


representing the opinion of the Western 
Church soon after the middle of the 
second century. Clement of Alexandria 
(A.D. 165—200) quotes from the Epistle 
(‘Strom.’ rrr. 2. 11), and in a summary 
of the works of that Father, given by 
Eusebius (fH. E. vr 14), it is said that 
St Jude was included among the books 
on which Clement wrote short explana- 
tions. Origen (A.D. 186—253) speaks of 
the Epistle in one place (‘Comm. in 
Matth." T. x. 17) in terms of high praise, 
as being *short indeed, but filled with 
language powerful with heavenly grace," 
though elsewhere (T. xvir. 30) he seems 
to have doubts as to its authority. Ter- 
tullian (A.D. 200) speaks of the Epistle 
of St Jude (De cultu feminarum, 3) as 
a portion of accepted Scripture. For 
he is desirous to uphold the authority 
of the Book of Enoch, and after several 


„arguments he closes the chapter, ‘ More- 


over Enoch is testified unto by Jude the 
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Apostle.” As he calls the Epistle the 
work of an Apostle, we may be sure that 
it was held as a portion of the New 
Testament in Northern Africa in his day. 
And that this was so is further shewn by 
a passage in a treatise’ generally included 
among the works of Cyprian, Bishop of 
Carthage (A.D. 200—258), where Jude 
14, 15 is directly quoted. 

Again in Eusebius (‘H. E.’ vir. 30) we 
have preserved a letter of Malchion, a 
presbyter at Antioch, written to the 
bishops of Alexandria and Rome con- 
cerning the heretical teaching of Paul of 
Samosata, and therefore of the date A. D. 
260—270, in which he uses the words of 
Jude 3, 4 in describing the errors against 
which his letter is directed. 

Nevertheless Eusebius (A.D. 325) him- 
self (“H E? m. 24) classes the Epistle 
of St Jude among the avruXeyópeva, by 
which he means those books about which, 
though well known and recognized by 
most, there has been some controversy, 
and it is not quoted or alluded to by 
Irenæus, nor included in the Syriac ver- 
sions of the New Testament, which last 
fact shews us that in one branch of the 
Christian Church it was either not known 
or not received for Canonical in the 
second century, to the middle of which 
the Peshito version may be most fairly 
assigned. But that we may estimate 


rightly the value of evidence concerning , 


the omission of any quotation from St 
Jude in the writings of one of the 
Fathers, éven though his works be 
voluminous, it should be observed that 
we have no notice of our Epistle in the 
whole of the writings of St Chrysostom, 
who died A.D. 407, but yet in a dialogue’ 
composed at Rome by Palladius a friend 
of Chrysostom concerning that Father's 
life, we have a direct quotation from 
St Jude. So that in the case of such 
brief composition the argument from the 
silence of any of the Fathers ought not 
to be too closely pressed. "The conclu- 
sion, which we can draw from such evi- 
dence as has come down to us, is that 
in the Western Church the Epistle won 
its way to acceptance at an earlier date 
than in the East. It was known in Italy 
and the Churches of Northern Africa, 


1 ¢ Ady. Novat. Haret.' p. xvii. ed. Baluz. 
2 Included among the works of Chrysostom, 
T. XII. p. 68, c. i 
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and in Alexandria, by the middle or 
latter part of the second century, while 
at the commencement of the fourth cen- 
tury its acceptance in the East was not 
general. Whether any inference can be 
drawn from these data as to place where 
it was first circulated, or the Churches 
to which it was addressed, is not easy to 
decide. But Jerome writing in the fourth 
century gives a reason for the non-accept- 
ance of the Epistle which probably had 
weight with many of the early Christians. 
He says (' Catal. Scr. Eccl.’ 4), “Because 
in it Jude derives a testimony from the 
book of Enoch, which is apocryphal, it 
is rejected by most.” . But at the Council 
of Laodiczea (A.D. 363) when the canon 
of the New Testament was first settled 
authoritatively, and when there would be 
more evidence for and against the Epistle 
accessible than we now possess, it was 
received among the Canonical Books, as 
also at the Council of Carthage (A.D. 
397), and there seems no reason, in spite 
of the objections raised against itin early 
times, for questioning its authenticity. 


4. DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING. 


Concerning the time when the E- 
pistle was written there is not much to 
guide us, nor in reference to the place 
where it was composed. From the notice 
of the descendants of Jude the brother of 
the Lord preserved by Eusebius (‘ H. E? 
Il. 19, 20) from Hegesippus, we should 
conclude that they were resident in 
Palestine and had always lived there. It 
seems natural therefore to suppose that 
the Epistle was written somewhere in 
that country for the Jewish converts to 
Christianity. If, as seems to be inti- 
mated by Hegesippus in the passage just 
alluded to, St Jude was dead in the time 
of Domitian, we shall perhaps not be far 
wrong in assigning the composition to 
about A.D. 8o. The arguments which 
have been put forward foran earlier date, 
because it is assumed that in a letter of 
such a character the writer would not 
have failed to mention the destruction 
of Jerusalem as an illustration, had that 
event already taken place, must not be 
looked upon as conclusive. For the 
brevity of the letter is such as to deprive 
them of their force, and the very recent- 
ness of the overthrow of the Holy City 
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would prevent its destruction from enter- 
ing as yet into such history as might be 
used for pointing a moral. j 
Yet there are words in the Epistle 
which bear somewhat on the question of 
date. The writer exhorts his readers to 
remember zhe words which have been 
spoken by the Apostles. Now pjya is 
specially used of that which is pronounced 
and heard. We should conclude there- 
fore from its use here, that the writer 1s 
addressing those who had listened to the 
oral teaching of the Apostles. He must 
therefore have been a contemporary of 
the Apostles himself. And for it to be 
possible for him to assume the earnest 
tone of admonition which he here em- 
ploys, he must have been a person to 
whom mature age had given weight of 
character. It may be also, as the words 
were spoken, that he himself had been 
present at such preaching as that to 
which he alludes. Indeed that the writer 
had heard such lessons given to those to 
whom he writes is made very probable 
by his language in the following verse, 
* Remember...how that they said to you.” 
. There is hardly any natural construction 
to be put on such a reminder except 
that he who gives it had himself listened 
to the teaching, the memory of which he 
desires to revive in his readers. All this 
is consistent with St Jude being a fellow- 
labourer with the Apostles in the cities 
of Palestine, with his living on even past 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and taking 
a warm interest in all the Churches 
which were established in that country. 
It cannot lead us to any precise date, 
but it suits only those early days when a 
generation was alive to whom the 
Apostles had given oral teaching on the 
life of Christ and its lessons. As we 
place the Epistle from grammatical and 
other considerations after 2nd Peter, its 
composition must be assigned to the 
period between A.D. 65— 80. 


5. RELATION TO SECOND PETER. 


The relation of St Jude’s Epistle to 
the second Epistle of St Peter has been 
already discussed at length in the In- 
troduction to the latter Epistle. But it 
may be added here that if St Peter’s 
Epistle be the later composition and the 
work of some very clever imitator of that 
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Apostle’s style, it is very strange that he 
drew his material so largely from St Jude, 
an Epistle which, as we have seen, was 
among the controverted portion of the 
early Christian writings. There are beside 
some portions of St Jude’s Epistle which 
seem to put St Peter’s language into an 
objective form, and so demonstrate that 
St Jude was the later writer. For ex- 
ample St Peter (i. 1) speaks of those 
who deny the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves swift destruc- 
tion. St Jude having this, as we believe, 
before him gives an instance of the de- 
struction at which St Peter had only 
hinted. For immediately after the men- 
tion of those “who deny our Lord God 
and Jesus Christ” he does not continue 
as St Peter did, but adds “I will put you 
in remembrance how that the Lord having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterwards destroyed them that believed 
not,” thus emphasizing by an illustration 
the destruction of the ungodly. 

It should be noted too that from the 
exigency under which (as he tells us) he 
wrote, St Jude was the more likely to 
adapt materials which lay ready to his 
hand. He had purposed (verse 3) to 
write a general Epistle concerning “the 
common salvation,” butlearning that there 
was need for a special and immediate 
letter of warning, he writes that at once. 
What more natural than, if he knew St 
Peter’s predictive letter written in antici- 
pation of what was now become an actual 
fact, that he should take that and use all 
in it which suited his purpose, only giving 
to the language such modifications as to 
fit it to the graver character of the times? 

It should also be noticed that there 
are some passages in St Jude which look 
like an elaboration of what St Peter had 
previously written, but can scarcely be 
understood if the contrary order of com- 
position be maintained. Thus St Peter 
(ii. 4) speaks merely of the angels when 
they sinned, as cast down and Ae: (rern- 
pnuevovs, A. V. reserved) unto judgment. 
St Jude elaborates this and by employ- 
ing the same verb twice over in his sen- 
tence, plays upon the sense in a way 
which, with a knowledge of the Jewish 
fondness for such antithesis, we cannot 
believe that a copyist (as some suppose 
St Peter to have been) would have failed 
to reproduce. ‘The words of St Jude (6) 


THE EPISTLE OF JUDE. 


are “The angels which Zz/ not (pù Tnpý- 
cayres) their first estate, but left their 
proper habitation, he hath keź (rerýpnrev) 
in everlasting bonds under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day.” 

And in like manner in another passage 
(2 Pet. ii. 12) St Peter's words seem the 
simple statement in extension of which 
St Jude has afterwards made a most 
pointed distinction. What seems to be 
naturally the earlier sentence speaks of 
the false teachers as "creatures without 
reason, mere animal natures, things to be 
taken and destroyed, railing in matters 
whereof they are ignorant.” On this 
St Jude dwells and brings into strong 
contrast the sense which as animals 
they have by nature, and their want of 
knowledge in those things about which 
they speak evil. He writes (as St Peter 
had written), *These rail at whatsoever 
things they zow not,” but St Jude alone 
continues “and what they understand na- 
turally like the creatures without reason 
in these things are they corrupted." It 
appears in the highest degree improbable 
that if St Peter had been the later writer 
he would, in his imitation, have failed to 
reproduce a passage which is far more 
pointed than the sentence which we have 
in his own Epistle. 

These are points which are specially 
noticeable in St Jude's Epistle, and which 
combined with what has been said in the 
Introduction to 2 Peter, make it far more 
likely that St Jude knew and used St 
Peters work, than that the opposite was 
the order in which the Epistles were 
written. 

Examples are not wanting in the Old 
Testament where writers have copied 
either from one another or from some 
common source. Cf Is. ii 2—4 with 
Mic. iv. 1—3, also Joel iii. 16—21 with 
Amos i. 2 and ix. 11—15, &c. 


6. CONTENTS OF THE EPISTLE. 


The Epistle opens with the salutation 
and an invocation of a blessing on those 
to whom it is addressed (1, 2). 

The writer was minded to have sent a 
letter dealing with the general doctrines 
of Christ’s religion, but he is constrained 
to write at once a special Epistle, for 
false teachers are risen up against whom 
they must be warned (3, 4). 


387 


He would put his readers in mind that 
among the people brought up from Egypt 
faithless men were found whom God de- 
stroyed; even angels that sinned God has 
kept in bonds for judgment; and has 
left the overthrow of the cities of the 
plain as a warning for after times lest 
they should sin in like manner. But the 
false teachers of whom he speaks do 
commit like gross sins, and despise all 
authorities, giving free rein to their mere 
animal nature (5, 10). 

Continuing his description he classes 
these offenders with sinners like Cain and 
Balaam and Korah. They are the blem- 
ishes on the Christian community, self- 
seeking, making large promises but with 
no prospect of performance, disappoint- 
ing all hope, and shamelessly publishing 
their own disgrace. Of these and of their 
judgment Enoch has prophesied (11—16). 
He turns now to exhortation, and bids 
his readers remember that such mockers 
had been foretold by the Apostles, and 
nowtheyhave appeared. But let the faith- 
ful hold firm to the end, praying and 
watching for the mercy of Christ, 17—21. 

He then teaches how to act towards 
the offenders (22, 23), and with a solemn 
ascription concludes his brief letter (24, 


25). s 
7. Tue Book or ENOCH, &c. 


We know the Book of Enoch now only 
from the ZEthiopic versions, copies of 
which were brought from Abyssinia to- 
wards the end of last century by the 
traveller, Bruce. An edition of this 
translation, which had been made from a 
Greek version, was published by Arch- 
bishop Lawrence in 1838, and the same 
editor had previously published three 
editions of a translation of the Book into 
English. A most complete edition of 
the ZEthiopic text and also a German 
translation thereof have been since pub- 
lished at Leipzig (1851 and 1853) by Dr 
A. Dillmann, and this leaves little to be 
desired so far as the ZEthiopic version is 
concerned. 

But the book was known in the early 
centuries of Christianity, and passages 
are quoted from it in the Chronography 
of Georgius Syncellus, a monkish his- 
torian who lived at Constantinople at the 
end of the eighth and beginning of the 
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ninth century. His extracts were no 
doubt made from a copy of the work in 
Greek, as were those which appear to 
indicate a knowledge of the book in 
Justin Martyr and Anatolius, and the 
quotations in Clemens Alexandrinus and 
Origen, and in the Testaments of the 
twelve Patriarchs. It may also with most 
probability be assumed that it was from 
a Greek version that Tertullian and Au- 
gustine drew their knowledge. It is, 
however, most likely that the original was 
in some dialect of Hebrew, judging from 
the names given to the angels and the 
winds, and we have evidence that a work 
known as the Book of Enoch was in use 
among the Jews down to a late date in the 
Christian era, though it is not now to be 
found. The Book of Enoch is fre- 
quently alluded to in the Zohar, and if 
what Tertullian says (De cultu fem. 3), 
concerning its rejection by the Jews 
because it spake of Christ, be admitted, 
the absence of all notice of it in earlier 
Jewish literature seems to be accounted 
for. The style of the whole book how- 
ever is that of the Jewish writings of a 
date about the time of the Christian 
era. 

From whatever quarters the writer 
gathered his materials they are all hung 
on one string, and this stamps the book, 
even as we have it, with unity in its 
composition, and the opinion of students 
now most generally inclines to place its 
date some short time previous to the 
Christian era. So that St Jude's words 
may very well have been a quotation 
proper. 

For a full account of the book the 
reader must consult Dillmann's ‘Liber 
Henoch,' 1850, and ‘das Buch Henoch,’ 
1853. Much further information may 
be gathered concerning the whole con- 
tents of the book from Dr Westcott's 
article in the * Dictionary of the Bible.’ 

In the notes on this Epistle and 2nd 
Peter mention has also been made of 
the Zohar and Jalkut as authorities in 

Jewish literature, it seems therefore de- 
sirable to add a few words about the 
character and date of these works}. 


1 I should have felt unable to speak of these 
important books as they deserve, had I not been 
aided in my enquiries by the learning and kind- 
ness of my friend the Rev. Dr Schiller-Szinessy, 
Reader in Rabbinic and Talmudic in the Uni- 
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Although 7Ze Zohar became first 
known in Europe through the Jews in 
Spain in the 13th century, yet with the 
exceptions of (a) some portions by which 
the main work is surrounded, and which. 
can without difficulty be distinguished 
and severed from the original composi- 
tion, and (4) some interpolations by 
which it is here and there disfigured and 
damaged, it is a work, at the latest, of 
the sixth or seventh century of our era. 
This is proved (1) by the character of 
the language of the older portion, and 
(2) by the contents which were current 
in Palestine and Babylonia before and 
at the date just mentioned. The lan- 
guage shews that the work was composed 
in Palestine, and such being the case we 
can understand why it was not brought 
to Europe at an earlier date, from the 
statement (T. J. ‘Synhedrin, rr. 9 [ed. 
princeps 111. 10]) where it is forbidden to. 
carry books belonging to Palestine unto: 
places * without the land." The Zohar 
was no doubt sent by Nachmanides (flor. 
1267) to his son and to his disciples in 
Spain on the principle (oft mentioned in 
Jewish literature in explanation of Ps. 
cxix. 126), that one may on certain oc- 
casions break the Law, when the non- 
observance thereof is its best support. 
(C£ T. B. *Menachoth, 99 a, last line, and 
‘Berachoth,’ 63 a.) Rabbi Shimeon ben 
Jochai was the author of the Zohar, in 
the same sense that Rabbi Jochanan 
was the author of the Talmud Jerushal- 
mi, Ze. he gave the first impulse to the 
composition of the book, though it was 
no doubt not finished for some hundreds 
of years after his time. Except by some 
Jews the Zohar has not been much studied 
or circulated because to translate it merely 
(however correctly that may be done) is to 
succeed in grasping only a very dry mor- 
sel; but to read the book with the com- 
ments of a teacher who has possession of 
the traditional explanations is a study 
which opens up questions of philosophy, 
and poetical thoughts of the grandest 
character. 

The Jalkut (which as its name implies 
is a collection made from previously ex- 
isting materials, and which is not the only 


versity of Cambridge, my obligations to whom 
in this and many other matters it gives me much 
pleasure here to acknowledge. aos 
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collection which bears this name) was for 
a long time looked upon as the work of 
a German Rabbi of the 14th or rsth cen- 
tury It is now known to have been 
completed in the north of France in the 
rrth century, and the greater portion of 
its contents (as separate parts of earlier 
literature) has been traced back to the 
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sixth century A.D. at the very latest, 
while some pieces reach back to a date 
before the Christian era. 

With regard to the question whether 
the Epistle was written originaly in 
Hebrew, what has been said in the In- 
troduction to 2nd Peter applies equally 
to the present Epistle. 


THE GENERAL EPISTLE 


OF 


JUDE. 


He exhorteth them to be constant in the profes- 
ston of the faith. 4 False teachers are crept 
in to seduce them: for whose damnable doc- 
trine and manners horrible punishment is 
prepared: 20 whereas the godly, by the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, and prayers to God, 
may persevere, and grow in grace, and keep 
themselves, and recover others out of the snares 
of those deceiver. 


1. Judas. This is the Greek form of the 
name which anciently belonged to Judah the 
son of Jacob. It was written in Hebrew 
nm, in which form are found all the four 
letters of the sacred name of God min’. 
Jewish commentators state that this was a 
prophetic intimation of the future glory of 
the tribe of Judah. In later times the Jewish 
reverence for the Tetragrammaton caused 
them to modify the original orthography of 
the name Judah, and they wrote it (1) NM, 
(2) they dropped the first 1, writing N71’, of 
which the Greek *Iovdas is the representative. 
It was naturally very common, and is borne 
by six other persons in the N. T. beside the 
writer of this Epistle. 

a servant of Jesus Christ. ‘The word ser- 
vant (more exactly bondservant) has some- 
times a restricted, sometimes a wider sense, 
in the New Testament. In the wider sense 
all the faithful may be called servants of 
Christ (cf. 1 Cor. vii. 22; Eph, vi. 6, &c.), 
but on the other hand those are specially so 
called who devoted their lives to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel and the spread of Christ's 
Church. ‘The latter is the meaning of the 
word here (cf. Rom. i. 1; Phil. i. 1; James 
IST). i 
2 them that are called, beloved in God 
the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ. ‘The 

Christians for whom the Epistle was written 
were no doubt those to whom the descrip- 
tion of the writer as ‘brother of James” 
was sufficient for his identification. They 
were therefore, in all likelihood, the Chris- 
tians in Palestine among whom the bishop 
of Jerusalem would be well known, and 
whose name would be the weightiest intro- 
duction with which an Epistle could com- 
mence ‘These converts are called in the same 
manner as St Paul speaks of the Roman 
Christians (Rom. i. 7) as “called to be saints,” 
and also to the Corinthians (x Cor. i. 2) in 


UDE, the servant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James, to them 
that are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called : 
2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and 
love, be multiplied. 





like terms, though in the latter case he imme- 
diately proceeds to rebuke them for their un- 
holy division. ‘They are members of the visible 
Church of Christ, in that they have accepted 
the calling of God, and so are added unto 
those that are in the way of salvation (Acts ii. 
47). As an expansion of the meaning of 
* called? the writer adds the defining clause 
which follows: beloved in God, &c. 

The reading beloved is to be preferred, 
having most support from MSS., while sanc- 
tified (as A.V.) seems to have been adopted 
because less difficult to connect with the pre- 
position iz. Beloved in God when in connec- 
tion with called implies most naturally those 
to whom God's love has been shewn in their 
call unto the kingdom of His Son. So, but 
with a different preposition (2 Thess. ii. 13), 
“ Brethren beloved of the Lord." Here love 
towards His called ones is spoken of as a 
feeling which dwells in God the Father, and 
so the preposition has the force of ‘‘in respect 
of.” In their relation to God they are be- 
loved, and by God also are they kept for 
Jesus Christ. ‘This keeping the Lord Him- 
self performed for His disciples while on 
earth, and when the time of His departure 
drew nigh he committed them by His prayer 
to be kept by the Father (John xvii. 1r, 12), 
and their keeping is to be from evil. Of 
such St Paul prays (x Thess. v. 23), ** May 
your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Whence we conclude 
that the dative of our text is not used of 
Christ as the agent in the preservation, but is 
best rendered for Jesus Christ. The A.V. 
has carried on the preposition zz from the 
previous clause. 


2. The prayer with which the salutation 
closes is much like those in the two Epistles 
of St Peter. The use of the verb be multiplied 


v. 3, 4.] 


3 Beloved, when I gave all dili- 
gence to write unto you of the com- 
mon salvation, it was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for 





is rather Aramaic than Greek (cf. Dan. iv. 1; 
and the note on 1 Pet. i. 2). As in the some- 
what similar forms (x Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 2; 
Tit. i. 4), the prayer is not that mercy and 
peace and love may be more abundant among 
themselves toward one another, but that God 
may abundantly bestow upon them these gifts 
from Himself. In the Pastoral Epistles the 
words ‘‘from God the Father” are added in 
each prayer. 


3. Beloved, while I was giving all 
diligence to write unto you of our common sal- 
vation, Y was constrained fo write unto 
you, and exhort you to contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints. From these words we gather that St 
Jude had in mind some larger and more gene- 
ral address on the salvation wrought for all 
men by Christ’s death, but circumstances 
forced him to lay aside that first purpose and 
to send a brief letter relative to those matters 
on which warning seemed at the moment to 
be most needed. What circumstances com- 
pelled him to this course we can gather from 
the contents of his letter. He sees that the 
prophetic words spoken by St Peter about 
false teachers and their heretical lessons (2 Pet. 
ii. 1) have received their fulfilment, and not 
only so, but heretical teachings have resulted 
in corrupt practice, and this calls forth his 
impassioned letter. His language is all di- 
rected against the sinful doings of those 
against whom he gives his warnings. ‘They 
are licentious, insubordinate, rebellious, sin- 
ners like Cain and Balaam and Korah, they 
follow their own lusts and have not the Spirit. 
It may well have been under such circum- 
stances that the more general work of an 
Epistle which dealt with the great truths and 
principles of the Christian religion should 
have been laid aside, and perhaps never again 
resumed, when the writer saw an immediate 
need presented to him, and one which called 
for present advice and exhortation. The 
words giving all diligence do not of necessity 
imply that the work of writing such a letter 
was already commenced, but only that this 
had been the writer’s chief care, until his mind 
was diverted from it by a more pressing oc- 
casion for writing. 

our common salvation. The insertion of 
the pronoun is on the authority of the earliest 
MSS. Salvation is called common in the same 
way as St Paul (Tit. i. 4) calls Titus his son 
«after the common faith ;” that which has been 
offered to us all, and which we have all em- 
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the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints. 

4 For there are certain men crept 
in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, un- 





braced. ‘The constraint laid upon the writer 
was that which resulted from the sight and 
knowledge of the corruptions which had 
flowed forth from false teaching. So it is for 
pure teaching that he is urgent on his readers 
to contend. Faith (aioris) here, as always in 
the New Testament, has no sense of any objec- 
tive confession of faith already in existence, but 
means the lessons of Christ as published by 
His Apostles. But this teaching having once 
been given by the Apostles, there was to be no 
addition made thereto, no innovations intro- 
duced, as had been done by the teachers of 
whom St Peter wrote. ‘The pernicious re- 
sults of such perversions of the faith were 
now making themselves felt, and so it is not 
without reason that the writer of this Epistle 
places in the forefront of his letter that the 
faith has once for all been delivered to the 
saints, the belief in Christ which the new 
teachers had cast off. 

Nothing could be more natural under the 
circumstances than that the writer of such a 
letter as this is intended to be, a letter of hor- 
tatory warning against existing and rampant 
evils of practice, should turn to a composition 
already set forth to the Christian world, and 
which spake with a prophetic insight concern- 
ing such evils before they were so glaringly 
apparent, and that he should ground his exhor- 
tations on the words of so eminent a fore- 
runner as St Peter. Accordingly we find that 
in many parts of the remainder of the Epistle 
there is much resemblance to that part of the 
second Epistle of St Peter, in which the rise 
of false teachers had been foretold. Such 
repetition of another’s words is not without 
numerous parallels in the writings’ of the Old 
Testament (see Introduction, $ 5, ad jin.), and 
few things could be more impressive than to 
point out, as St Jude’s Epistle does, the fulfil- 
ment of all that had been previously foreseen 
by a brother Apostle. 


4. For there are certain men crept in un- 
awares, even they who were of old set forth 
in Scripture unto this sentence, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasci- 
viousness, and denying our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The language of St Peter (ii. 1) is, ‘‘ They 
shall bring in privily destructive heresies, de- 
nying even the Master, that bought them." 
And the whole character of that Apostle's 
exhortation points to a time before the evil 
teaching, against which he writes, had culmi- 


‘nated in the evil living which ultimately en- 
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godly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying 
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the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 





sued from it. Besides this he deals almost 
entirely with teaching: “the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken of :” “ with feigned words shall 
they make merchandise of you:" while St 
Jude’s language is all directed against the 
corrupt deeds from which he would protect 
his readers. His fear is of those who turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousnesss, defile the 
flesh, feed themselves without fear, who walk 
after their own lusts and are sensual. Of the 
stealthy introduction of adversaries into the 
ranks of Christians, who feigning a partial 
accord, should use their fellowship as means 
of working overthrow to the Church, St Paul 
speaks in similar language (Gal. ii. 4). The 
liberty which those traitors intended to spy 
out and abuse is that grace which in the pre- 
sent Epistle the writer declares to have been 
perverted unto sin. The action is very like 
that of the heretic Simon Magus (Acts viii. 
9 seqq.), whose profession of faith can hardly 
have been sincere at first or his after conduct 
would have been different. 

In the verb “set forth in Scripture” (zpo- 
y*ypappévot) we are shewn that the previous 
publication of the judgment upon such men 
had been made in the Scriptures (ypadat) of 
the Old Testament. Their turning back from 
their first profession was like the faithless 
conduct of Israel m the wilderness: their fall 
into sinful lusts like the ways of the fallen 
angels and the people of Sodom: their self- 
seeking, greed, and insubordinate lives, like 
those of Cain and Balaam and Korah. St 
Paul (Gal. iii. 1) uses the same word of the 
prophetic declarations which had been made 
concerning the crucifixion of Jesus. 

The words this sentence refer to all the 
various forms of condemnation or punish- 
ment set forth in the examples which are 
afterwards noticed. ‘The want of reverence 
implied in the word rendered ungodly is exactly 
the characteristic of the Gnostic teachers, who 
having begun, as it were, to weigh and mea- 
sure the Divinity, allowed nothing to check 
their irreverent speculations, but proceeded 
till they had formed a system which was a 
caricature of the Christian revelation. But 
by the time when St Jude’s Epistle was 
written the seeds of irreverence were bringing 
forth a crop of corruption. ‘These men had 
turned the grace of God into lasciviousness. 
The first steps in this perversion arose from a 

` misuse of the freedom of which so much is 
said in the Apostolic writings, **the glorious 
liberty of the children of God" (Rom. viii. 
21). St Paul had found it needful to speak 
to the Galatian converts (Gal. v. 13) in warn- 
ing against the Antinomian tendencies which 
a false conception of Christian liberty was in 
danger of engendering. **Use not your liberty 


for an occasion to the flesh.” And St Peter 
(x Pet. ii. 16) had given like caution: ** Free, 
and not using your liberty for a cloke of 
wickedness.” And that an unbridled license 
was the proffer of these heretical teachers we 
learn from 2 Pet. ii. 19. What they offered 
was what they themselves practised, and while 
promising their followers liberty, ‘‘they them- 
selves were the bondservants of corruption." 
In the writings of the earliest Fathers ( Justin 
Martyr, ‘ Dial. with Trypho,’ chap. Xxxv.; 
Irenzus, * Against Heresies,’ I. 6. 3) we find to 
what corrupt manners the lessons of these early 
heretics led the way. Some taught that they 
were superior to the world at large and could 
not perish owing to the very property of their 
being. They might therefore indulge in all 
impurities without restraint, being like gold 
which is none the worse though it be plunged 
into the mire (Iren. I. 6. 2). Then some 
maintained that the soul passed from body to 
body till its knowledge of all things should be 
completed. ‘To reduce the number of such 
migrations as much as possible they taught 
that the soul must be familiarized during 
this life with every act of which man is 
capable, including the basest and most degrad- 
ing. ‘The consequence of such a teaching was 
that those who put it to the proof became 
entangled in the attractions of grovelling vices 
(Iren. I. 25. 4, I. 32). Another tenet was 
that good and bad were merely matters of 
opinion (Just. Martyr, * Apol. 1. 28), and we 
can see what the result of acting on such a 
doctrine must be. Again, matter was evil in 
its nature and not fit to be propagated, there- 
fore marriage was to be repudiated, and such 
repudiation brought in its train the grossest 
corruption in life and conversation. The 
Christian writers who lived nearest to the 
Apostolic age refer these words of the Epistle 
to such teachers as these. 'Thus Clemens 
Alexandrinus says they were true of the fol- 
lowers of Carpocrates (‘Stromata,’ II. 2, 
P. 575), whose teachings cast aside all social 
traditions and convention, and pointed to a 
life according to nature as the way to attain 
true knowledge. 

We cannot wonder at the words which 
follow next in this description of these teachers 
of error, and followers of unbridled excess, 
that they denied our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Gbrist. Holding such opinions on the 
corruption of the flesh, none of these sects 
could accept the teaching that the “ Word 
was made flesh," and so they were led in one 
way or another to deny, some the Divinity, 
some the Humanity, and all consequently the 
Atonement of Christ. The first in the list of 
these teachers of error were the followers of 
Simon Magus, who, holding their founder to be 
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5 I will therefore put you in re- 
membrance, though ye once knew 
this, how that the Lord, having saved 


as he taught **the power of God, that is called 
great" (Acts viii. 1o), denied Christ as Lord 
and Master. From them sprung the Docetz, 
whose teachings subverted the true humanity 
of Jesus, and opposed to them were the 
Ebionites, whose doctrines went to destroy 
His divinity. Of the former, Jerome says 
* that even whilst the Apostles were living, and 
the blood of Christ had been recently shed in 
Judæa, his body was asserted to have been a 
phantom ;” and of the latter, he says ‘‘ that John 
the Apostle, the last of the Evangelists, was 
requested by the Bishops of Asia to write his 
Gospel against Cerinthus and other heretics 
(of whom Carpocrates already mentioned was 
an adherent) and the dogmas of the Ebionites, 
who maintain that Christ did not exist before 
Mary.” ‘These false teachings of the first 
century are exactly such as would be de- 
scribed by the language of St Jude in this 
verse, *denying our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ." 


5. The Apostle now begins his enumera- 
tion of those characters in Holy Scripture to 
whom in the last verse he had alluded as pro- 
totypes of these later heretics. And in his 
descriptions he imputes to them seven forms 
of offence. First they are ungrateful and re- 
negades, like the Israelites when they were 
brought out from Egypt; they are rebellious 
and proud like the angels who fell from their 
glory; they corrupt themselves with fleshly 
excesses like the sinful inhabitants of the cities 
of the Plain; they respect no authority but 
rail against dignities, conduct which is even 
worse than Satanic; by their teachings they 
destroy their brethren, and so are murderers 
in a darker sense than Cain, for they conspire 
against men’s souls; they are slaves of covet- 
ousness, the sin of Balaam; and by their 
self-seeking they are fosterers of division where 
all should be unity, and in this Korah and his 
companions are their fitting representations in 
the older Scriptures. These examples are 
cited exactly in the way in which comparisons 
are made in the Jewish writings, and are of 
themselves a very strong evidence of the Apo- 
stolic date of the Epistle. They also help us 
to understand in what a very free sense the 
writers in the Gospels employ such expressions 
as “ Thus was fulfilled what was spoken by 
the prophet. For to a Jewish writer it 
would have been quite in harmony with what 
he was constantly hearing, had the Apostle 
written, instead of the words ‘they perished 
in the gainsaying of Korah,” “thus was ful- 
filled what was spoken by the prophet, Ye 
shall understand that these men have provoked 
the Lord.” One example from Jewish writ- 
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the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterward destroyed them that be- 
lieved not. 


ings will suffice, though they might be multi- 
plied to a very great extent. Two children of 
Zadok the priest, one a boy and the other 
a girl, were put as prisoners in the charge of 
two officers. One of these gave his prisoner 
to a harlot, the other his to a merchant for 
wine, and so was fulfilled what is said, Joel 
iii, 3 (Midrash on * Echa,’ 986). In this sense 
does St Jude say that these heretical teachers 
and their corrupt lives were *'prefigured ” 
(mpoyeypappévor). The first prefiguration of 
them is taken from the history of the journey 
from Egypt. Now I desire to put you 
in remembrance, knowing as ye do all 
things once for all, that the Lord, hav- 
ing saved the people out of tbe land of Egypt, 
afterwards destroyed them that believed not. 
The first clause of this sentence is no mere 
expression of a coming action as the A.V. 
“I will, &c." represents it. The verb sig- 
nifies an anxious wish on the part of the 
writer, generated by the sight of those evils 
against which his admonitions are to be di- 
rected. ‘The authoritative readings of the 
original in the second clause are in some re- 
spects different from the received text. (For 
rovro we must read mávra, and the best MSS. 
omit pâs.) The sense conveyed is not that 
former lessons had been in any way forgotten 
(as A.V., **though ye once knew them"), 
but merely a reminding that no new lessons 
are to be bestowed, only the old recalled 
vividly to mind, for those who are addressed 
had been fully instructed before in the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints. 

Some copies read Jesus instead of the Lord 
in this verse, and the statement is thus brought 
into parallelism with the language of St Paul 
(x Cor. x. 4), where he speaks of the rock 
which followed the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, saying, that Rock was Christ." And 
so St Peter (1 Pet. i. 11) calls the spirit which 
dwelt in the old prophets ‘the Spirit of 
Christ." 

The people seems the best rendering here, 
though the original has no article. ‘There 
could however be no doubt of the definite 
meaning of the word, as referring only to 
Israel. It is however possible to take the words 
“a people" as closely connected with saved, 
with the sense, the Lord saved a people, z.e. 
Israel as a whole people, but though he first 
did so, yet his second act (rò devrepov) was 
to destroy the unbelieving part of them. ‘That 
it was unbelief which led to the more gross 
sins of Israel is the teaching of the Psalmist 
(cvi. 12—21). 

Instead of this example of the Israelites, we 
have in 2 Pet. ii. 5 the destruction of the 
antediluvian world by the Flood. 
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and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to 
fornication, and going after ‘strange t Cr. 
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1 Or, grin- their ! first estate, but left their own 


cipality. k R ; 
habitation, he hath reserved in ever- Pu 


lasting chains under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day. 
7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, 





6. Jnd angels which kept not their own 
dignity, but forsook ther proper habi- 
tation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 
Another instance of like unfaithfulness ending 
in licentiousness. ‘The conjunction gives the 
force of “ Yea and angels too did God punish.” 
The reference is to the explanation current 
among the Jews of Genesis vi. 2. There **the 
sons of God" is interpreted to mean angels. 
That fallen angels were held to be capable of 
entertaining amatory desire we can see from 
the story of Asmodeus (Tobit vi. 14). Their 
own dignity, the position of authority or rule 
which God had assigned to them. It is clear 
from such passages as Eph. i. 21 that the 
celestial world was conceived and spoken of 
by the Apostles as ranged according to the 
dignity of its various inhabitants. Of such 
half-Gnostic speculations of later Judaism 
concerning the nature and order of the an- 
gelic world we have another specimen Col. 
i r8, and it is the knowledge that such 
speculations were in men's minds that leads 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to 
insist on Christ's superiority to all the angels. 

The proper habitation which the angels 
forsook was the position assigned to them in 
heaven. Of the latter portion of the tradition 
to which the writer of the Epistle here alludes 
we have but little trace in the Scriptures. 
We read in Matt. xxv. 41 and the parallel 
passages of ‘‘everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels,” but we cannot conclude 
from such passages that these are the angels 
to whom reference is here made. ‘The rebel- 
lion of Satan is not connected with the history 

“in Gen. vi. 2, but is implied as having oc- 
curred before by the history of the Tempta- 
tion and Fall of our first parents. Also by 
St John we are told (x John iii. 8) “the devil 
sinneth from the beginning.” In Josephus 
(* Ant.’ I. 3. 1), where the history of Gen. vi. 
2 is described as a sin committed by angels 
cohabiting with mortal women, there is no- 
thing stated concerning the punishment of the 
angels. But in the Book of Enoch (and in 

. that portion of it which bears traces of greater 
antiquity than the rest, cc. 1—36) allusions 
to their doom are numerous. ‘The offenders 
are called at first angels, sons of heaven (vii. 
2), and after their transgression Azazel one 
of their leaders is described as bound band and 
foot and cast into darkness (x. 6): there shall 
he remain for ever; cover his face that he 
may not see the light, and ix the great day 


flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal 


fire. 





of judgment let him be cast into the fire. 
And of the others who were with him it is 
afterwards said (x. 15), ** Bind them for 
seventy generations underneath the earth even 
to the day of judgement.” And similar men- 
tion is made (xxi. 6) of “‘the prison of the 
angels. And the same story is referred to, 
no doubt, by St Peter (1 Pet. iii. 19), where 
he mentions the spirits in prison. In the 
Midrasch Ruth (quoted as a marginal note in 
Zohar, ed. Cremona, 1559, col. 184) it is said, 
** After the sons of God had begotten children, 
God took them and led them to a mountain of 
darkness, and bound them in iron chains which 
stretch to the middle of the great abyss." 

In all these notices and also here in the 
Epistle there seems to be a contrast between 
the former position of the angels, beings of 
authority and dwelling in the light which is 
before God's throne, and now enslaved and 
cast into the deepest darkness. And though 
the punishment for which they are reserved is 
yet to come, the vast difference between their 
present state and their former exaltation makes 
their lot a fitting illustration of what shall 
come upon those who seduce the peoples 
into sin. 


7. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
cities about them having in like manner 
with these given themselves over to fornica- 
tion, and gone after strange flesh, are set forth 
as an example of eternal fire, suffering 
punishment. In this verse these must, from 
the position of the Greek pronoun in the 
sentence, refer to the fallen angels mentioned 
in the previous verse. ‘The offence of the 
Sodomites was of the same character as that 
of the angels to whom the human wives were 
as rapé érépa, and the same idea is kept up 
in the participle dzeA6oócai, which indicates 
a wandering from the natural laws. In the 
latter part of the verse it seems necessary to 
translate am example of eternal fire. The 
rendering of A.V. “suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire” cannot be correctly said of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, though the order of 
the Greek words may favour such a construc- 
tion. But the fate of these cities of the plain 
may with truth be called ‘‘an example of 
eternal fire.” A destruction so utter, and so 
permanent as theirs has been, is the nearest 
approach that can be found in this world to 
the destruction which awaits those who are 
kept under darkness to the judgment of the 
great day. 
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8 Likewise also these f//tby dreamers 
defile the flesh, despise dominion, and 
speak evil of dignities. 


In the Old Testament no figure is more 
common than the use of words indicative of 
unchastity of life to indicate the unfaithful- 
ness of men toward God. When this Epistle 
was written the opposite order of expression 
was required. Unbelief had led to bodily 
impurities, and the writer seems to have set 
before his readers three degrees or kinds of 
such sins, and the punishments inflicted on 
them. First, an offence exactly like their own, 
a disbelief among the Israelites which led to 
their union with the worshippers of Baal- peor 
and to other foul excesses of like nature, and 
the offenders wherein were punished by death 
before the land of promise was reached. ‘The 
second example speaks of those who are 
already in enjoyment of a blessed home ap- 
pointed for them by God, but who by yield- 
ing to unlawful desires were expelled, and are 
still awaiting in darkness their final punish- 
ment, The last illustration is of a fouler 
nature still, and its punishment in consequence 
is more prompt and more terrible and is still 
an example to the eyes of all the world. This 
is expressed by ‘‘ they lie forth” (rzrpokeivrat), 
for all to behold and to be warned by. The 
cities destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah 
were Admah and Zeboim (Deut. xxix. 23; 
Hos. xi. 8). 


8. Yet in like manner these dreamers also 
defile tbe flesh, and set at naught dominion, 
and rail at dignities. The A.V. gives no 
rendering of the conjunction pévro, which 
expresses that in spite of all these examples 
and the last-named close at hand, yet they too 
were guilty of like offences, Such men are 
fitly called dreamers, who by their sinful ex- 
cess have been cast into a stupor, and so are 
most completely enslaved. The Scriptures 
constantly speak of such men as sunk in sleep 
and so helpless, cf. Rom. xiii. rr, 12; Eph. 
v. I4, in both which passages this state of 
sleep is spoken of in close connexion with 
* the unfruitful works of darkness.” In a 
like condition are these men, but dream that 
they are free and independent. So with false 
thoughts concerning freedom they give rein 
to their carnal appetites, and thus defile the 
flesh, which we aretaught by Christ's assump- 
tion thereof is to be elevated and purified, and 
not degraded. We have already intimated 
that the excesses to which the Apostle is here 
alluding arose from a perversion of those prin- 
ciples of Christianity which were represented 
by the community of goods, but which these 
men perverted into a doctrine of other kinds 
of community which resulted in carnal de- 
bauchery. The other offences here mentioned, 
the setting at naught of dominion, and railing 
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9 Yet Michael the archangel, when 
contending with the devil he dis- 
puted about the body of Moses, durst 





at dignities, might have had their origin from 
the same source. Where all was to be freely 
shared with one another, the reprobate mind 
would soon see its way to disregard all rule 
and all government in the new society, and 
when this was done, there would soon follow 
a rejection of Him in whose name those set 
over the new-formed society spake. For we 
can hardly doubt that the writer is in this 
verse looking back to w. 4, in which he 
describes by other words these ungodly men 
who had worked their way into the new 
community. And as there in the first class 
are placed those ** who turn the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness," a description which 
in the present verse is represented by those 
*who defile the flesh," so the setting at 
nought of dominion, and the railing at dig- 
nities, though its first exhibition might be 
made against the Apostles and those set in 
authority in the Church, yet went further 
and resulted in the denial of our only Master, 
God himself, whose dominion these sinners 
were disregarding, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose glory these men speak evil of or rail at, 
in the words which they employ concerning 
the corrupt nature of the flesh which He has 
glorified and taken into heaven. We can dis- 
cern that this was in the writer's mind if we 
look on to the use which he makes in verse 15 
of the prophecy of Enoch. ‘The original says 
nothing about hard speeches, yet St Jude not 
only explains or enlarges and applies the pas- 
sage which he is quoting to these railers, but 
specially says that the harsh utterances were 
against Him. 


9. The conduct of Michael the archangel 
himself is brought forward as rebuke to these 
sinners who rail at dignities. The devil was 
only a fallen dignity, but yet the prince of the 
angels did not rail at him in his accusation. 
The only passage in which this connection of . 
the Archangel with the burial of Moses is 
mentioned is Targum Jonathan on Deut. 
xxxiv. 6, where Michael is said to have been 
made guardian of the grave of Moses. What 
the circumstances of the dispute were we 
cannot gather from ancient sources. It has 
been suggested that Satan wished to secure 
the body of Moses, that he might make its 
existence known to the Israelites and tempt 
them to pay idolatrous worship to it, as 
they did to the brazen serpent which had 
been made by him. It is also said (CEcu- 
menius h. 1.) that the devil, in his character 
of the adversary, was charging Moses with 
the murder of the Egyptian, and desiring 
to deprive him of the honoured burial which 
was conferred on him by God. Of neither 
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not bring against him a railing accu- 


oe. 3 sation, but said, * The Lord rebuke 


thee. 
10 But these speak evil of those 





of these statements have we any ancient Jew- 
ish record. But it is quite manifest that to 
the writer of the Epistle the story was a 
part of some accepted history. ‘This is plain 
from the historic character of his language. 
But we can see from other parts of the New 
Testament how traditional explanations of 
earlier history had grown round the Old 
Testament narrative. It will suffice to men- 
tion the tradition alluded to by St Paul 
of the names of Egyptian magicians mentioned 
2 Tim. iii. 8, but not specified in the earlier 
history of the deliverance from Egypt. ‘The 
speech of St Stephen (Acts vii.) also affords 
several instances of variation from, or expan- 
sion of, the Mosaic records. Of some of 
these, explanations are to be found in extant 
Jewish literature of ancient date, but for 
others we have no such solutions. We ought 
however to bear in mind that of the Jerusa- 
lem ‘Talmud two entire Sedarim are lost and 
also various tracts of the fourth Seder, and we 
cannot know what literature was contained 
in them. It is not unreasonable to suppose, 
in the case of St Jude's Epistle, that we have 
an instance where the traditional expansion 
of the Mosaic narrative has not come down 
to us, The statement of Holy Writ is that 
Moses was mysteriously buried. The Tar- 
gum adds to this that the place of sepulture 
was put into the charge of Michael Here 
we have the basis on which a development 
was no doubt erected, and of which per- 
haps we have a trace in the expositions pre- 
served to us by the Fathers. The manner 
in which the example is cited by the Apostle 
leaves no doubt that the contest to which 
allusion is made, was a matter of general 
knowledge among the Jews and Christians for 
whom the Epistle was intended, and though 
time has destroyed all trace of the links 
which intervened between the statement of 
Jonathan and the allusion of St Jude, yet 
such links undoubtedly existed in the Apo- 
stolic age, and were accepted as a part 
of the traditional exposition of Holy Writ, 
and therefore suitable to be quoted in such 
a solemn exhortation as St Jude is here 
giving. 

The passage in Zechariah (iii. 1—5) where 
` Satan is described by the prophet as resisting 
Joshua the high-priest when God was com- 
manding that the filthy garments should be 
taken away from him, and a change of fair 
raiment be given unto him, may have furnished 
the basis on which a similar contest was 
pictured as having taken place concerning 
Moses. He. had left the robe of the flesh, 
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things which they know not: but 
what they know naturally, as brute 
beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves. 





which might be likened to the filthv garments 
of Joshua, and the Devil might well be repre- 
sented as an opponent, striving to hinder his 
admission to that glorious condition in which 
he appeared at the 'Transfiguration. Some 
accepted development of this kind there was, 
às on many other Scriptures, and though such 
writings were excluded very properly from 
the volume of Holy Writ, yet for purposes 
of “example of life and instruction of man- 
ners" they were employed by the Apostles 
with as much freedom as we now use the 
books of the A&pocrypha. 


10. But these men rail at whatsoever 
things they know not; and what they un- 
derstand naturally, like the brute beasts, in 
these things they are corrupted. The 
A.V. has omitted to make any distinction in 
this verse between the two verbs which it 
renders know. ‘The first of these is applied 
in its earliest sense to the knowledge which 
is gained by seeing ; and as the sight is that 
one among the senses which most readily 
and most correctly communicates impressions 
to the mind, the derived senses of the verb 
are applied to mental comprehension and 
knowledge. This word is therefore fitly 
used for such knowledge as can be gained 
concerning the dominion and dignities at 
which these men rail. The other verb is first 
used in reference to skill in handicraft, and 
the knowledge expressed thereby is such as 
would have regard to things palpable, and 
matters of outward sense, ‘The distinction is 
observed by the writer in his application of 
this word to that knowledge wherein these 
men are corrupted. Milton has put words 
into the mouth of Satan when describing him- 
self (* P. L Ix. 571), which distinguish the 
two varieties of knowledge here spoken of, 
“nor aught but food discerned or sex, and 
apprehended nothing high.” ‘The reference in 
both cases is to the description of these 
offenders given in v. 8, and their degradation 
sinks them to the level of the animal creation 
from which the Serpent assures Eve that he 
has risen to higher apprehensions. By the 
expression ‘tin these things” the writer appears 
to intend more than ‘by means of these 
things,” and to intimate that they have sunk 
deep in the slough of their excesses. It seems 
better to translate the final verb as a passive 
rather than middle, “they corrupt themselves.” 
For it is not themselves alone to whom their 
corruption extends, but they corrupt others. 
The same word is used of a like corruption 
(Rev. xix. 2). 
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11 Woe unto them! for they 
have gone in the way of Cain, and 
ran greedily after the error of Balaam 
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for reward, and perished in the gain- 
saying of Core. 
I2 These are spots in your feasts 





11. Woe unto them! for they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and run riotously in the 
error of Balaam for hire, and have perished 
in the gainsaying of Korab. ‘The denunciation 
of woe with which this verse begins, so 
common in our Lord’s addresses, and occur- 
ring several times in the Revelation, is found 
only here in the Apostolic writings, the use of 
the word by St Paul (x Cor. ix, 16) being of 
a different character. For an example of the 
word ways, used for works, cf. 1 Cor. iv. 17, 
** my ways which be in Christ.” ‘The Apostle 
seems to have intended the words way, error, 
and gainsaying to form an ascending scale 
descriptive of the increasing perverseness of 
these offenders. ‘The verbs employed are also 
marked by an increasing degree of intensity. 
At first their conduct is walking in a way, 
then a riotous running on in error, then a 
destruction in their determined opposition to 
truth and holiness. "There is a like climax of 
nouns and verbs in Ps. i. x, Of the charac- 
ters chosen by the writer in this verse as 
examples of the sins against which he gives 
warning, two were according to Jewish 
writers closely connected with the Spirits of 
Evil Of Cam it is said by them that he was 
not a son of Adam, but born by Eve to the 
serpent, and so the representative or incarna- 
tion of evil, and Balaam is represented as gain- 
ing the knowledge of future events which he 
possessed from his interviews with the fallen 
angels. For this reason, they say, it is always 
related of him that he heard the avords of 
God (Numb. xxiv. 4, 16) and not the «voice, 
because his knowledge was only derived from 
the reports of the doomed angels. ‘The gain- 
saying of Korah is a fitting picture of the 
position of the teachers against whom this 
Epistle is directed, for they were setting up 
an authority of their own as equal if not 
superior to that of the Apostles, and know- 
ledge was their boast. 

In adducing individual examples the writer 
becomes more precise in the character of his 
accusations. ‘These new teachers were envious 
of men and perverse towards God, like Cain ; 
they were teachers of error, and willing to 
work evil and lead others into it, for gain's 
sake, as was Balaam; and their ambitious 
self-seeking led them to resist all authority, 
after the manner of Korah. We can observe 
through the whole of these charges, how we 
have nothing more than the natural fruits of 
such conduct as we see, in the germ, in the 
accounts of Ananias and Sapphira, and Simon 
Magus in the Acts. 

'The verbs here deserve notice; the tense 
implies that the conduct described has become 





habitual with these sinners, and in the last of 
them is implied not that they are destroyed 
absolutely, and without hope, but that their 
destruction is the sure result of persistence in 
their evil life. ‘The same word with the same 
shade of meaning is used where Christ speaks 
of the /ost sheep of the house of Israel, to 
preach and recover whom he was just sending 
forth.his messengers (Matt, x. 6). 

To walk in the way of is a translation of a 
common Hebrew expression (1 K. xvi. 26), 
and very frequently, as here, used in a bad 
sense, ‘The word rendered run .riotously im- 
plies a complete spending of the energies on 
any object, and. is an apt expression for the 
licence which marked the conduct of these 
heretics. 


12. These are they who are hidden 
rocks im your love-feasts, feasting with 
you without fear, feeding themselves; 
clouds without water berne along by winds, 
trees of late autumn, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by tbe'roots. The reading 
which inserts a relative in the first clause is 
supported by most authority. In the A.V. 
hidden rocks (omtdades) is, on the strength of 
a gloss in Hesychius and some patristic autho- 
rities, taken to be a cognate of owiAor=spots, 
which occurs in St Peter’s description (2 Pet. 
ii. 13) of these offenders. But the former word 
is nowhere found in any sense except that of 
a shoal or reef. And the stronger word is 
very fitly employed by St Jude, if he wrote, 
as we believe, after St Peter, for now these 
erring professors were no longer mere blots and 
blemishes, but were become a source of dan- 
ger and threatened the overthrow of the infant 
Church, very fitly therefore are they likened 
to rocks on which there is danger of making 
shipwreck. Feasting with you without fear is 
the better connection of the adverb, and not 
to join it with the succeeding clause. ‘The 
dread which had prevailed when the first sin- 
ners in this matter, Ananias and his wife, were 
struck dead had passed away; and now it 
was no longer the case that ** of the rest durst 
no man join himself” to the Apostles, but 
greedy men feasted themselves at the common 
board without dread. The love-feasts (agape) 
were the outward sign of that principle of 
brotherly love and that holding of all things 
as common which united the early Christians 
so closely, but which at the same time offered 
such a temptation to the covetous to profess a 
faith in which they were not sincere. ‘The 
love-feasts were in early times joined on to the 
Lord’s Supper, and we can see from 1 Cor, 
xi. 20 how the eagerness with which those 
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of charity, when they feast with 
you, feeding themselves without fear: 
clouds they are without water, carried 
about of winds; trees whose fruit 


JUDE. 


" r[v. 13. 


withereth, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots ; 

13 Raging waves of the sea, foam- 
ing out their own shame; wandering 





whom St Paul there rebukes for seizing on the 
provisions made ready for the agapz, robbed 
the commemorative and sacramental service, 
which preceded it, of allits solemnity. Every 
one took before another his own supper, and 
while one, who reverenced the breaking of 
bread, was hungry, another, who had no scru- 
ples about beginning the more substantial 
meal at once, was drunken. When we read, 
as here, dyamas, in 2 Pet. ii. 13, which we 
ought to do, the text affords us another indi- 
cation that St Jude's Epistle was written after 
St Peter's. For the latter writer calls the love- 
feasts theirs, as though this profanation of a 
sacred meal by gluttony had not when he 
wrote become so commor. He speaks of 
them as “‘ revelling in their love-feasts.” But 
when St Jude wrote they had succeeded in 
throwing the stain and defilement of their 
greedy desires over the Christian love-feasts in 
general, and the writer now has to say, ‘‘ they 
are hidden rocks in your love-feasts.” They 
have introduced themselves and their evil 
practices so thoroughly that they are like to 
work ruin to the whole society. 

Feasting with you without fear. This 
implies a very changed condition from that in 
which it was said (Acts iv. 34), “there was 
none among them that lacked,” the care was 
not now for this, but these men were become 
shepherds, not to the flock, but to themselves, 
and made the love-feast for themselves a scene 
of revelry, and were so hardened as to do this 
without fear. How deceptive was the pro- 
mise given by such members in their lives is 
seen by the similes which the writer now em- 
ploys to describe them. No doubt they had 
been counted as acquisitions to the Church, 
but now they are found to be men of promise 
but no performance. ‘This the Apostle first 
illustrates by calling them clouds without 
water, which shew as though they were 
charged with showers of blessing, but dis- 
appoint the expectation of the thirsty land 
and are borne past by winds. Then he 
changes his figure and calls them trees of late 
autumn, those which do not shew signs of 
becoming productive until the season is well- 
nigh ended, and when there is no hope that 
fruit can be brought to perfection. ‘They 
` come into leaf, but bring no fruit, and so may 
well be called doubly dead, for not only have 
they nothing to shew as fruit this year, but 
their habit is such that there is no hope of 
better things another year. ‘They have no 
crop now, and no chance of a crop hereafter, 
and so their doom is pronounced. It may not 
come at once, but it is sure to come, and they 


will be, and so in prophetic tone may be even 
now said to be, plucked up by the roots. 

It is likely that in the word without fear 
(dpédBos) there is contained a degree of re- 
buke to the Christian congregations for having 
allowed the evil practices to creep so far and 
get so bold a front. It is as though the writer 
said, «Such impunity ought not to have 
been permitted, the mischief should have been 
checked at its earlier stages.” No doubt also 
in the comparisons which he employs he has 
an eye to the original intention of the love- 
feast. It was to be a token of universal love, 
and was to have the blessing of the rain from 
heaven; it was meant to be a cause of much 
fruit in the whole Christian community, that 
so they might be known as Christ’s disciples. 
But self-seeking and greed had dried up the 
refreshment and cut off all hope of growth. 
We shall presently see (v. 16) that these men 
were of no true Christian spirit, but ‘‘ loved 
only those who loved them.” 


13. Here the writer turns from the disap- 
pointment and consequent weakening which 
the Church experienced by reason of these 
insincere members, and looks at them in their 
own character and coming doom. He has in 
his thought the words of Isaiah (lvii. 20), 
where the wicked are compared to the troubled 
sea, and he says of these men that they cast 
forth to public view the mire and dirt of their 
excesses, just as the churning waters of a rest- 
less surge never allow the sand to sink down 
to the bottom. So these men foam out their 
own acts of shame, and cast them forth for all 
men to see, and so to blame the Church for 
the ill-deeds of these professors. And this is 
the thought which seems to have suggested 
the next comparison. ‘These men have some 
share of light, they have some degree of know- 
ledge, but they have cast off all regard for the 
regulation of the Christian brotherhood, and 
so, though they may be called stars, yet they 
belong not to the system, they stray at random 
and without law, and must at last be severed 
from the lights which rule while they are 
ruled. ‘Then follows their fate, separated 
from the source of illumination they shall 
share the darkness (and at this point the 
thought of the writer seems to have escaped 
from the simile and to be fixed on the men) 
which is spoken of before (v. 6) as the abode 
of the fallen angels. Our Lord's mention of 
this darkness as prepared for them, and that 
sinners were only condemned thereto for their 
persistence in evil, suggest the close connection 
in the writer's mind between the one doom 


v. 14—16.] 


stars, to whom is reserved the black- 
ness of darkness for ever. 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh 
from Adam, prophesied of these, say- 
ing, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, 
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and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. 

16 These are murmurers, com- 





and the other. God reserves the angels under 
darkness, and for the wandering stars the 
darkness has been reserved. 


14. From the Book of Enoch, as we have 
seen, is taken the substance of what is said 
(v. 6) concerning the angels that fell. And 
now there is another quotation from the same 
authority. The mysterious mention of Enoch 
(Gen. v. 24) and his translation, coupled with 
the double notice of his walk with God, make 
him a fitting centre round which prophetic 
utterances should cluster. To the Jew there 
was a sacredness in the number seven, and 
therefare Enoch is noticed as seventh from 
Adam. In the book of Enoch he is repre- 
sented as saying of himself (xcii. 4), **I have 
been born the seventh in the first week,” from 
which we can see that his name was connected 
with the blessing of the Sabbath. ‘The pas- 
sage from the book of Enoch here quoted as 
translated by Dr Laurence runs thus (ch. ii.): 
** Behold he comes with ten thousands of his 
saints, to execute judgment upon them and to 
destroy the wicked, and reprove all the carnal 
for everything which the sinful and ungodly 
have done and committed against him.” ‘The 
form of this prophecy is that of the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures, and parallels may be found 
for the language in Mal. iii. r, iv. 1; Deut. 
XXXIIL 2: 

'The expressions used in this verse leave it 
uncertain whether St Jude derived his quota- 
tion from a tradition or from writing existing 
in his time. But the wide extent to which 
*the book of Enoch" was known in the 
second century seems to be conclusive in 
favour of its existence in St Jude's day. As 
we have it, there can be no question that it 
exhibits interpolations of a later time, but cc. 
I—36 as well as some other portions may be 
taken as closely representing the earliest form 
and that of a date at least a century before 
the birth of Christ. 

Of these also implies that not only did the 
words of Enoch refer to the sinners among 
whom he lived, but were applicable a/so to 
the genération in which St Jude was. 


15. To execute judgment upon all and to 
convict all the ungodly of all their 
works of ungodliness which they have 
ungodly wrought, and of all the hard words 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
The phrases in this passage are quite Hebrew 


in their form and justify a belief that the 
source from which they are quoted was 
known to St Jude in that language. The 
writer of the Epistle seems to have rather 
paraphrased than translated the latter part of 
the prophecy, and to have been guided in the 
language he employs by the circumstances 
under which he was writing. In the form 
in which the original has come down to us 
we have no mention of the bard words which 
were spoken against God. ‘This ought to be 
noticed in deciding upon the value of this 
reference to “the Book” of Enoch. If the 
passage which we find there had been, as 
some hold, an insertion made in the present 
text of the Book to give credit to a late post- 
Christian fiction, the words quoted from St 
Jude would almost certainly have been given 
in the full form in which they stand in the 
Epistle. 

To the mind of St Jude there is evidently 
present, while he employs the passage from the 
Book of Enoch, the offences of which he had 
spoken in vv. 8, 10, 1x. So he fashions his 
paraphrase here to apply not only to the defilers 
of the flesh, but also to those who set at naught 
dominion and rail at dignities, and who are 
perishing in the gainsaying of Korah, and so 
the passage is made to refer both to the deeds 
and words before spoken of. And how the 
irreverent godless spirit of these men’s actions 
was conspicuous we may see from the em- 
phatic manner in which he four times over 
employs the same word in this verse. It was 
the outcome of that profane and vain babbling 
of which St Paul had spoken (2 Tim. ii. 16) 
to Timothy, and the word is of constant use 
in the Epistles of St Peter and St Jude (1 Pet. 
iv. 185 2 Pet. ii. 5, 6, iii, 7; Jude 4, 15). 

The A. V. translates, ‘All that are ungodly 
among ibem," but the best MSS. omit the 
pronoun. 

The last two words in the original are those 
rendered ungodly sinners, and they seem to be 
placed out of their proper order so much that 
it has been suggested that they belong to the 
next verse. It appears however more likely 
that they were placed where they are in order 
to lay that marked emphasis upon the irreve- 
rence which the writer is evidently desirous 
to express. He has mentioned their offence 
thrice already, but with his mind full of it, 
he closes the quotation—sinners, ungodly. 
The contrast is brought out in this way 
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plainers, walking after their own 
lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men's 
persons in admiration because of ad- 
vantage. 





between Him against whom they speak and 
the ungodly irreverent character of what they 
say. 

16. 'The next words seem to be an expan- 
sion of the last thought in v. 15 and a descrip- 
tion of the hard words there alluded to. 
‘These, he continues, are murmurers, as were 
those who (John vi. 43) were displeased at 
Christ when he spake of His heavenly origin, 
and who saw in Him only the Son of Joseph. 
They are complainers too, ever blaming their 
own lot, and grasping after what they fancy 
to be better; for it is according to their own 
lusts they guide their life, and they are dis- 
satisfied with all things but themselves. Nei- 
ther God's revelation nor Christ's teaching, 
nor their condition among their brethren con- 
tents them, but they seek to be a law unto 
themselves. Their self-confidence furnishes 
pride in their speech, and the great swelling 
words are the outward sign of their inward 
character. And when they do depart from 
their rule and defer to others, such conduct is 
only dictated by hope of advantage. ‘The 
expression ‘‘ having men’s persons in admira- 
tion” is of the same kind as the more com- 
mon *' respecters of persons,” but of a rather 
stronger character. There is a degree of open 
admiration of all the external surroundings of 
those to whom these self-seekers pay their 
court. The two expressions are found to- 
gether in the LXX. (Lev. xix. 15), and the 
shade of difference in sense is fairly given in 
the A. V., **'Thou shalt not respect the person 
‘of the poor, nor Aonour the person of the 
mighty." 

17. In the Greek the pronoun stands em- 
phatically at the opening of the sentence, and 
shews by its position that the writer designed 
to contrast those to whom he wrote, with the 
offenders against whom they had been warned. 
And he enforces his own warning by a re- 
minder of the teaching which they had received 
from others. ‘These previous teachers he calls 
*the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
and the question arises out of these words 
whether the writer of the Epistle thereby in- 
tends to intimate that he himself was not an 
Apostle. On this point see Introduction, 
§ 1. 

18. How that they said unto you that at 
the end of the time there shall Ze 
mockers walking after their own ungodly lusts. 
The use of the imperfect tense in the original 
points to such lessons as having formed a 
frequent portion of the Apostolic preaching. 
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17 But, beloved, remember ye the 
words which were spoken before of 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; 

18 How that they told you there 





And the similarity of the phrase ** at the end 
of the time" (for which we have the most 
authority in MSS.) to the words of St Peter 
(2 Pet. iii. 3), which are literally “at the end 
of the days," points to a form of exhortation 
which had become common in the mouths of 
the early Christian teachers, as does also the 
substantial agreement of much in the other 
language of that verse with this. The Apostles 
expounded the warnings of Jesus by the events 
in which they were living. 

By the words ‘“‘at the end of the time,” 
and many similar phrases found in the New 
Testament, there is not a doubt that the early 
Christians generally understood that some 
mighty visitation of God, the end of the age, 
and the coming of Jesus to judge the world was 
not far distant. And the words of Christ in 
that discourse (Matt. xxiv.—xxv.) on which 
most of these phrases are founded lend them- 
selves easily to such an interpretation. But it 
is evident from St Paul's language to Timothy 
(2 Tim. iii. x), “In the last days perilous 
times shall come," followed as those words 
are by a list of offences not unlike those 
described as rife in the days of St Peter and - 
St Jude; but concluding with the assertion 
that ** they shall proceed no further, but their 
folly shall be manifest unto all men;” that 
St Paul, while anticipating the rise of heretics 
and wicked men in the Church, yet expected 
that the cause of Christ would prosper in the 
end, and did not therefore view the coming 
troubles, as many did, in the light of signs that 
the end of all things was near. St John, who 
had lived till the evil days were come, says 
(x John ii. 18), “It is the last time......now 
are there many antichrists; whereby we know 
that it is the last time.” With the advance 
of the first century the mixed character of 
Christ’s sermon which foretold these evil days 
was becoming unravelled. St Paul lived at 
the beginning, St Peter and St Jude in the 
development, and St John at the completion 
of the period which Jesus had spoken of as 
typical of the times when the end of all things 
should come. And the last of them, though 
he might depart with an impression that the 
antitype was soon about to follow the type, 
yet lets that impression supply no word of a 
paralyzing sort, such as had startled the Thes- 
salonians in the language of St Paul, but closes 
his exhortation, ** Abide in him, that when he 
shall appear we may have confidence.” And 
so with St Jude. The last times may be near, 
but their approach is not to lessen Christian 
activity, but his exhortation is ‘build up 


v. I9—21.] 


should be mockers in the last time, 
who should walk after their own 
ungodly lusts. 

I9 These be they who separate 
. themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit. 


yourselves on your most holy faith," and on 
the erring have compassion and labour for 
their recovery. ‘The literal translation of the 
last clause is ‘‘ walking after their own lusts 
of ungodlinesses;" and the addition of this 


word ‘ ungodlinesses," which is not found in’ 


the parallel passage of St Peter, as well as its 
emphatic position at the end of the verse, 
where but for the stress which we believe the 
writer intended this marked position to con- 
vey it stands very awkwardly, shew how this 
characteristic of irreverent godlessness was 
stamped upon the deeds of these false teachers. 
The occurrence of this addition to the words 
of St Peter's Epistle bespeaks a later stage of 
the evil, when this characteristic feature had 
made itself most prominently visible, and con- 
tributes another indication that St Jude's com- 
position was the later in date. 


19. These be they who make separa- 
tions, sensual, having not the Spirit. In some 
MSS. the pronoun is expressed after the first 
verb, and this would justify the rendering of 
A.V., but the best authorities omit it, and 
the sense thus obtained accords excellently 
with the tenor of the whole Epistle, which 
rather relates to those who, while unworthy, 
have crept into the Church, than to men who 
separate themselves. It is true, we might 
understand it of those who by their corrupt 
ways sever themselves from the congregation 
of Christ; but it is far more likely that the 
reference is to men who cause divisions with- 
in the Church, ‘The verb occurs nowhere 
else in the New Testament. 

Sensual (spvxixds) is here as everywhere 
else in the New ‘Testament opposed to spi- 
ritual (mvevparwós). Its first sense is «that 
which pertains to the life," and so it might 
be rendered “natural.” But the nature which 
is dealt with in the New Testament is human 
nature, and this we are taught is ever “in- 
clined to evil,” ready to yield to animal appe- 
tite, and so hostile to that which is spiritual. 
Hence comes the opposition between two 
words which at the outset were as closely 
related in meaning as are life and breath. 
The word is used James iii. 15 of “a wis- 
dom that cometh not down from above, but 
which is earthly, sensual, devilish.” And the 
context in that passage supports the expla- 
nation of the first clause in this verse as re- 
ferring to those who cause divisions within 
the Church. For the men to whom such 
wisdom belongs are called by St James those 
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20 But ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, 

21 Keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 


who ‘have bitter jealousy and faction in their 
hearts." 

If we would see how the true possession of 
the Spirit promotes unity, we have but to 
consider the narrative (Acts iv. 31—32) of 
the primitive Church, where **all were filled 
with the Spirit," and as a natural consequence 
it is added, ** and the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one soul." 

The word Spirit (mveüpa) is without the 
article, but we need not on that account take 
it as referring to what is spiritual in man 
rather than to the Holy Spirit Cf. Gal. v. 
16, and the New ‘Testament usage of the 
word, when opposed as here to 4yvyr. But 
there is no doubt a reference to the language 
of the Gnostic taunts against the early Chris- 
tians. They called themselves spiritual (mvev- 
paruol) and asserted that because of their 
superior degree of knowledge, they had no 
need to care for the observance of a virtuous 
life, while the Christians they named mere 
natural men (Nyvxwot), without the exaltation 
which knowledge (yvdous) imparted, and 
therefore bound to live strict lives, or forfeit 
their hopes of the world to come. St Jude 
uses their phraseology, but with a slight dif- 
ference of sense, and says these are the really 
natural men, men who follow the dictates of 


nature only, and have no share of the Spirit 


of God. 


20. But ye, beloved, &c. They of whom 
the Apostle has just spoken by their spirit of 
division break down the Church of Christ, 
therefore he urges on his readers a contrary 
course, that they should build up instead of 
destroying. And just as St Peter (2 Pet. i. 
5—7) urged that on the foundation of faith 
should be raised a superstructure of the Chris- 
tian virtues, till they reached the very highest, 
so here St Jude exhorts to lay the same foun- 
dation, * Building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith.” And he gives to faith this 
preeminent title, because its fruits were so dif- 
ferent from those which were exhibited in the 
lives of the men who boasted of their superior 
knowledge, and lived in consequence in unholy 
freedom, 

The building up the edifice of a life of 
virtue is one of a course of means whereby 
Christians are to keep themselves in the love 
of God, but they cannot build without help, 
and so St Jude adds to his exhortation, pray- 
ing in the Holy Ghost. ‘The expression is 
parallel to that of St Paul (Eph. vi. 18); 
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22 And of some have compassion, 
making a difference : 
23 And others save with fear, 
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pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the 
flesh. 





“ praying always with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit,” and its meaning is seen 
from what the same Apostle says (Rom. viii. 
26) of the help which the Spirit gives to our 
prayers, * for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought." So “to pray in the 
Holy Ghost" is to pray with His aid in our 
intercessions, that they may be effectual. 


21. And the end of this working and prayer 
is given in the next words, ** Keep yourselves 
thereby in the love of God." ‘These words do 
not mean '*continue in your love towards 
God, and cease not from it," but as we may 
see from the next clause, ‘‘ Take heed that by 
your life and prayers you continue to be of 
those whom God loves." For the end of this 
watchful keeping in the love of God is to be 
that they may receive *the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? But this is given to 
men not because they have loved God, but 
because He has loved them. 

And this mercy (not so often spoken of as 
the mercy of Christ but as the mercy of God) 
is constantly to be looked for as something yet 
to come. It may be shewn from time to time 
as men live here, but God keeps the good 
wine to the end, and the full fruition of 
Christ's mercy will not be known till through 
it we attain at length unto eternal life. 

These last words are therefore closely con- 
nected both with mercy (€deos) and looking for 
(mpocOexópevor). Men are to look ever for 
more and more proof of mercy till eternal 
life is given, and the mercy itself never fails, 
but lasts on till that life is gained. 

So by his lesson that men should pray in the 
Spirit, continue in God’s love, and look for 
Chris?s mercy, the Apostle gives a view of 
that faith on which he was moved (v. 3) to 
write, the faith in the Trinity in Unity ‘which 
was once delivered to the saints.” 


29. And on some have mercy, who are 
in doubt. In this verse and the next there is 
great uncertainty about the correct text. 

But here all the MSS. of greatest authority 
read Siaxpwopévous as the object, and not 
Svaxpivopevor agreeing with the subject of the 
sentence. Moreover if the nominative were 
read the rendering of the A.V. could not stand, 
for ðakpivesĝaı does not mean ‘‘to make a 
difference." But “to hesitate” or ‘to be in 
doubt" is its meaning, Matt. xxi. 21; Mark 
Xi. 23; Rom. iv. 20, xiv. 23; James i. 6, and 
in every instance with reference to weakness 
in faith. For such, then, as are weak in 
the faith St Jude claims mercy from their 
brethren, and thus is in harmony with the 
language of St Paul in Rom. xiv. 1—4, where 





he asks, ** who art thou that judgest another 
man's servant ? ” 

Another reading, obs pèv éAéyxere Oiakpi-. 
vouévous has good MS. support, and has 
been adopted by some editors. This would 
signify “some who are contentious reprove 
ye,” and for this meaning of dcaxpuvopévovs 
may be quoted v. 9 of this Epistle, and 
also Acts xi. 2. But this exhortation does 
not seem to join on with the verse which fol- 
lows so well as the exhortation to have mercy. 
The Apostle is not urging on his readers to 
play the part of rebukers or reprovers, so 
much as that by love and labour they should 
endeavour to rescue from erroneous teaching 
and its sinful consequences all whom they 
may be able. 


23. And some save, snatching them 
out of the fire; and on some have mercy 
with fear, hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh. ‘This is the translation of the text 
which is best supported, and which is adopted 
by Lachmann, Tischendorf and Tregelles. 
But the variations in the MSS. are so numer- 
ous that there must ever be some doubt about 
what were the exact words of St Jude. 

By the readings adopted in these two 
verses, those who are to engage the love and 
labours of the Christians for their salvation are 
divided into three classes, each in worse plight 
than the one mentioned before them. First 
come those who are waverers, second those who 
are all but in the fire of sin, and lastly, those 
who are so far gone in their evil course that 
there is some danger in the attempt to save 
them, and it is only the great love for souls 
that will prompt men to the labour, for all 
that surrounds and envelops such sinners must 
be hateful. 

Bishop Wordsworth has pointed out that, as 
in v. 9, so here the Apostle has in his mind 
the account of Joshua the High-priest, spoken 
of in Zech. iii. 2. There, in opposition to the 
buffetings of Satan, Joshua is called ** a brand 
plucked out of the fire," and afterwards (v. 
4) it is added, ** Take away the filthy gar- 
ments from him. And unto Joshua he said, 
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with festival 
robes." 

The two classes of sinners referred to in 
this verse are in more desperate condition than 
the doubters of the former clause. ‘These are 
being consumed by the evil of their ways, 
and there is peril in the attempt to rescue 
them. But the Christian is not to shrink 
from the endeavour, though he will need to be 
watchful lest he fall into harm by what he does, 
The first danger is compared to that of a close 


v. 24, 25.] 


24 Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy; 


approach to fire. ‘They who strive to save 
these men will be likely to come off with some 
burning for themselves, but this is not so 
serious as the next danger, which is, lest in at- 
tempting to save others, men should become 
entangled in their evil ways, and stained with 
their defilements. ‘The rescue of such sinners 
can only be secured, if the whole of their sur- 
roundings, even down as it were to their inner- 
most robe, be cast away as hateful, and only 
the men sought after, while their errors are 
unrelentingly attacked and cast away as things 
abominable. 


24. The Epistle concludes with a solemn 
doxology. 

Now unto him that is able to guard you 
from stumbling. ‘The commencement of 
this ascription of praise is like that in Rom. 
xvi. 25. But the ‘ Text. Rec.’ reads for jyas 
avrovs as though the persons meant were the 
sinners spoken of in the previous verse. But 
of them free from stumbling (ämraroros) could 
not be used, for they had stumbled already 
and some of them grievously. So that úpâs 
is the preferable reading, and having good au- 
thority has been universally adopted. And it 
is a very fitting commendation of his hearers 
after he has been urging on them a course in 
which there was danger, unless they were 
safely protected, that they too might fall, to 
commit them tothe guardianship of Him who 
alone can save. 

The A.V. renders *to keep you.” The 
avrovs of the ‘Text. Rec.’ is taken, therefore, 
as though the Apostle had before his mind 
those whom he was addressing at a distance, 
and so could say of them, avrots, though 
meaning juás. But this is harsh, and the 
great preponderance of MS. authority is in 
favour of jpàs in the text. 

&mrawros is found nowhere else in New 
Testament. 

and to set you before the presence of his 
glory, i.e. at the last day when Christ shall 
appear in His glory to judge the world. ‘The 
thought is the same as that of St Paul (Col. i. 
21, 22), ** And you hath He [Christ] recon- 
ciled...to present you holy and without blem- 
ish...before Him." 

without blemish in exceeding joy. Wih- 
out blemish (%popos). This Greek word is 
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25 To the only wise God our 


Saviour, be glory and majesty, do- 
minion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 


constantly used by the LXX. for the victim 
without blemish of the Levitical offerings, and 
Christ is consequently called (x Pet. i. 19) 
a lamb without blemish (dpvós duopos). And 
being such Himself, He is able to bring His 
people to the same purity. As such He pre- 
sents the Church unto Himself (Eph. v. 27) 
“as a glorious Church...holy and without 
blemish,” ** having given Himself for it that He 
might sanctify it.” 

in exceeding joy. Not the joy of Christ, but 
the joy of the ransomed and purified believer. 
So in is better than with of the A.V. 


95. Tothe only God our Saviour. All 
the best MSS. and editors omit the word avise, 
which is found in A. V. The word is due to 
some marginal annotation which has crept into 
the text of later MS. from Rom. xvi. 27, to 
which doxology, as has already been re- 
marked, this of St Jude’s Epistle bears a 
strong resemblance in form. It is to be noticed 
that here, as in 1 Tim. i. 1, the word Saviour 
is applied to God the Father. All such inter- 
changes of epithet have their doctrinal lesson. 
Compare the way in which Paraclete (mapa- 
kAnros), SO constantly employed in reference 
to the Holy Ghost, is applied to Christ in 
1 John ii. x. 

Here the MSS. N, A, B add after “our 
Saviour” the words “through Jesus Christ 
our Lord," which brings this verse into still 
closer likeness to the concluding verse of the 
Epistle to the Romans. "There is so strong 
authority for the words that they are adopted 
by all the latest editors. 

be glory, majesty, dominion and power] ‘The 
conjunction between the two first nouns (ex- 
pressed in A. V.) is not well supported, and 
has probably been added, in such MSS. as 
have it, that the words might go in pairs. 

both now and for ever. Amen.) Here a 
great consensus of authority reads before 
all time, and zow, and for evermore. 
Amen. 

Instead of the imperative Je in this ascrip- 
tion of praise, it is perhaps better, from a com- 
parison with x Pet. iv. rr, to supply the 
indicative is. It is somewhat harsh to say, 
* Jet all glory be to God before all time.” If 
these last three words were omitted the impera- 
tive might stand correctly enough. 
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$ 1. The Authorship of the Revelation. 


Two questions are involved in the in- 
quiry as to the authorship of the Apoca- 
lypse :—(1) Was the writer of this Book 
the Apostle St. John? (2) Were the 
Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel, 
together with the three Epistles which 
bear St. John’s name, written by one 
and the same author ? 

The second of these questions, with 
which the authenticity of the Apocalypse 
itself is but indirectly concerned, will be 
touched upon hereafter, and answered 
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in the affirmative. The discussion of the 
first question—following the course which 
the controversy respecting it has taken in 
recent times—turns, in a great measure, 
upon the personal history of the Apostle ; 
especially as regards the date of the great 
prophetical Book of the New Testament. 

When entering upon this inquiry it is 
natural, in the first instance, to ask what 
does the Book itself tell us of its author? 

The author of the Apocalypse de- 
scribes himself as “the servant" oí 
Jesus Christ (ch. i. 1),—as one “who 
bare witness of the Word of God, and of 
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the testimony of Jesus Christ" (ch. i. 
2),—expressions which seem designed to 
identify him with the writer of John i. 
14; xix. 35; 1Johni. 2. He is the 
*brother" of those whom he addresses, 
* and partaker with them in the tribula- 
tion and kingdom and patience which 
are in Jesus” (ch. i. 9). An Angel tells 
him, “I am a fellow servant with thee, 
and with thy brethren the prophets " (ch. 
xxii. 9) ;—or “ with thy brethren that hold 
the testimony of Jesus" (ch. xix. 10). The 
writer also names himself John? (ch. i. 1, 
4,9; xxii. 8),—a name which often occurs 
in the Old Testament and in the Apo- 
crypha. In the New Testament it is 
found twice in our Lord's Genealogy 
(Luke iii. 27, 30) ; itis borne by the Bap- 
tist; it was the name of St. Peter's father 
(see the true reading in John i. 43 ; xxi. 
15—17); it was the name of a ruler of the 
Jews (Acts iv. 6) ; and * John, whose sur- 
name was Mark " (Acts xii. 12), has been 
forced into the present controversy. In 
the index to Bekker's edition of Josephus, 
thirteen persons are enumerated who 
bore the name of John. Among the 
bearers of a name so common, there 
could have been as little doubt in the 
Church?as to who was the “John” of Rev. 
i. 9,as there was respecting the “John” of 
Acts xii. 2, where “ James the brother 
of John" is specified. When we ask, 
therefore, Who is this John ?—with one 
voice the earliest ecclesiastical tradition 
answers, “‘ The Apostle, the son of Zebe- 
dee. 3 The same answer is given by 


1 The English form John represents the Greek 
Iwdyns or ‘Iwavyns, The Hebrew form is 
ay (or (3M1, 1 Chron. xii. 4, 12), Z2, “quem 

ehovah donavit" (Gesen.), or **the grace of 
Jehovah,” — which the LXX renders "Ievd 
(2 Kings xxv. 23); 'Ievdv (Neh. vi. 18; cf. 
Tord, Luke iii. 30) [and thus the vids *Ieávov 
of St. John (i. 42) is equivalent to the Bapiwva 
of St. Matthew (xvi. 17)] ; "Iedvav (Jer. xl. 8, 
13) ; most frequently 'Ieavá» (2 Chron. xvii. 15 ; 
cf. Luke iii. 27) ; once in the genitive, Iwavot 
(2 Chron. xxviii. 12) ; '"Ieavvdv (1 Macc. ii. 2), or 
"Iedvvgs (x Macc. xvi. 9; 2 Macc. xi. 17), of 
which the genitive Iwdvvov is found in 1 Macc. 
ii 1; 2 Macc. iv. 11. See Bishop Lightfoot, 
On a New Revision of the N. T., p. 159; 
Krenkel, Der Ap. Johannes, ss. 7, 116. 

? See, below, on Melito of Sardis, p. 6. 

3 Even Keim (Gesch. Jesu v. Nazara, i. 162) 
admits that **die Offenbarung, von Justin dem 
M. bis auf Irenaeus und die grossen Vater, als 

Buch des Apostels anerkannt worden sei.” 
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the orthodoxy of Joseph Mede (A.D. 
1632), and by the extreme rationalism, 
in our own day, of the school of 
Tübingen. It is the verdict of Mede that 
“the Apocalypse hath more Humane 
(not to speak of Divine) authority 
than any other Book of the New Test. 
besides, even from the time it was first 
delivered” (Works, ed. 1672, p. 602); 
while Zeller decides that the Apocalypse 
is * the proper, normal, writing of primi- 
tive Christianity; and, among all the 
parts of the N. T., the only one which 
can, with any right, claim to have been 
composed by an Apostle who was an 
immediate Disciple of Christ"! It is 
important to state in full the evi- 
dence which has led to an agreement so 
remarkable. 


$ 2,—a. External Evidence. 


'THE EASTERN CHURCH : 

The earliest connected commentary 
on the Apocalypse which we possess, 
was the work of Andreas, Bishop of 
Cæsarea towards the close of the fifth 
century. In proof of the inspiration of 
the Book, Andreas appeals to **Gregory 
the divine v Nazianzus], and Cyril [of - 
Alexandria], as well as to the more an- 
cient writers Papias, Irenzeus, Methodius, 
and Hippolytus." ? 

Arethas, the successor of Andreas in 
the see of Cæsarea (circ, A.D. 470-500)? 


1 Tt is **die eigentliche Normalschrift des Ur- 
christenthums, und unter sáàmmtlichen neutesta- 
mentlichen Schriften die einzige sey, welche mit 
einigem Rechte darauf Anspruch machen kónne, 
von einem Apostel, der unmittelbarer Schüler 
Christi geworden war, verfasst zu seyn."— 
Theolog. Jahrb., 1842, s. 654 ff. The Apo- 
calypse, says Baur, has evidence so ancient and 
undoubted for its Apostolic origin as few 
writings of the N. T. can claim :—see his rit. 
Untersuch, ub, die kan. Evang., S. 345. 

2 (1) wept pév Tor Tod 0comvebarov THs BIBAov, 
mepitToy unkúveiw Tov Aóvyov hyoúueba, TAY paka- 
piov Tpnyopiov, pnul, Tod 0coXó*yov, kat KuplAXov, 
mpocéri 8€ kal r&v apxatoTépwr, Tlammíov, Eipm- 
valov, MeOodtov, kai ‘ImmoAvtov, TavTn Tpocjaprv- 
potyrwy Tò akidmicrov.—Prolog., ap. Routh, 
Reliquie Sacre, vol. i. p. 15; and ap. O25. S. 
Chrysost., t. viii. ad calc, ed. Fr. Duczus, 
Paris, 1609, p. 3. 

3 So Lücke, s. 647. Rettig (Stud. u. Kritik., 
1831, s. 735) makes the date not later than A.D. 
500; Cave and others, 540; Bishop Words- 
worth quotes Fabricius (762. Gr., viii. 696; 
xi, 62), for Cent. x. : 
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—in the preface to his commentary on 
the Apocalypse which, as he implies, was 
based upon that of Andreas,—repeats 
the names in the preceding list, and adds 
to them the name of St. Basil.! 

We are here introduced to the name 
of Papias? which fills so important a 
place in the present controversy. It is 
not stated what work of his is referred 
to; but Arethas (Z c, p. 360) quotes 
Andreas on Rev. xii. 7 [4 «., p. 67] with 
the remark, that Papias was “a suc- 
cessor of the Evangelist John, whose 
Revelation lay before him."3 These 
words assert distinctly* that Papias 
was acquainted with the Apocalypse ; 
but the only work of his of which we 
have any knowledge, is the treatise, 
in five books, entitled, ‘‘ Narratives of 
the Lord's Oracles” (Aoyíev kvpiakàv 
eEnyjoeis),—see below, p. 408, note ?, No. 
(6). Eusebius has preserved fragments 
of this work, and tells us (ZZ. Æ., iii. 39) 
that Papias there adds other things as 
* received by him from unwritten tradi- 
tion; certain strange parables, too, of 
the Saviour ; and some other things of 
a rather fabulous character, among which 
he also mentions a corporeal reign of 


1 (2) wep) 5& Tod 0conve?acov ris BlBXov, ô èv 

&ylois BacíAeis, kal Tpnydpios ó 0eios bv Aó*yov, 
kal KÜpiAAos, kal Marias, kal Eipvotos kal Mebó- 
dios, kal 'ImmóAvTOs, of éxxAnoiactixol TaTéÉpes, 
éxéyyvo. morécacba.—Comm. in Afoc, ap. 
Cramer, Catena, Oxon. 1840, p. 176. 
. It may be noted here that Arethas.on Rev. 
i. 9 (Lc, p. 192) repeats the account of Euse- 
bius (Chron., sub an. 96; H. Æ. iii. 18). that 
St. John was exiled to. Patmos. by, Domitian, 
—év Iléruo TH vho% ind Aopetiavod, 

2 Routh (i, 15) quotes a. reference of Ana- 
stasius Sinaita (Cent. vi.) to Papias, as. ‘‘ the 
disciple of that Apostle who lay on the Lord’s 
bosom” (ro) èv T@ émiornbiy porrhravros), For 
the title ó émiorO10s Xpicrod, frequently given 
to St. John, and even. as early as Cent. ii., see 
Routh, Z c., p. 42; and cf., below, p. 412, to- 
gether with the words of Polycrates, No. (14), 
p. 414, note !. 

3 (3) rodTo kal mwarépov mapdBocis Kal Tamlov 
Siaddéxou ToU EbayyeMuToU "lodvvov, of kal jj 
mpokeiuévm &mokdAvQus, Õiaßeßaro? Ilamías 652 
kal èr abrüs Aétews olrcs dmol mepl rod moAé- 
pov őri “eis ovder ouvéByn, TeAcuTHGaL Thy Tae 
aùr ”? olovel Thy morcmuchy eyxelpnoww* * éBANON 
yàp 6 Spdxwy, ó péyas, ó Uis, ó àpxatos," ic. T. A. 

* The author of Supernatural Religion 
(vol. ii. p. 392) admits: ** It is generally asserted 
both by apologists and others that this testi- 
mony is valid in favour of the recognition, by 
Papias of the authenticity of the Apocalypse." 


407 


Christ on this earth, which is to last for 
a thousand years after the Resurrection 
from the dead."! "The doctrine of the 
Millennium is plainly referred to here; 
but whether Rev. xx. is to be regarded 
as the source of what Papias has trans- 
mitted; may be considered more than 
doubtful :—see Ceriani’s account of the 
** Apocalypse of Baruch” quoted below, 
$ 9; and the Excursus on Rev. xx. 

Eusebius was an ardent anti-chiliast ; 
and he writes strongly against the Millen- 
narianism of Papias: he was, therefore, 
not indisposed to undervalue the Apoca- 
lypse, on which Papias might have 
founded his teaching. Having described 
him as of mean understanding, and yet, 
on account of his great antiquity, as 
being followed by Irenzeus and others in 
his opinions as to the Millennium, Eu- 
sebius. proceeds (4 ¢.) :—‘‘ He [Papias] 
has also handed down in his Books 
other accounts which Aristion has given 
of the Lord's words; and also tradi- 
tions of the Presbyter John.” ? 

This mention of *John the Presby- 
ter"—whose: name is so often quoted 
in the controversy as to the authenticity 
of the Apocalypse—renders it necessary 
to give in full the Jocus classicus on this 
subject, in the words of Papias himself :— 

* [ shall not hesitate to set in order for 
thee whatsoever things I learned at. any 
time from the Elders, and which I have 
faithfully retained in my memory. ... 
But if I chanced also to meet with any 
one who had been a follower of the Elders, 
I was always wont to inquire respecting 
the sayings of the Elders,—what Andrew 
or what Peter had spoken ; or what 
Philip ; or what Thomas or James; or 
what John. or Matthew or any other of 
the Disciples of the Lord ; what things, 
too, Aristion and the Ptesbyter John, 
the Lord's disciples, say. For I did not 
think that I could profit so much fronx 


1 (4) s èk mapaddccws. &ypábov eis abrbm 
ficovra, maparéberrat, Lévas TÉ Twas mapaBoras, 
ToU c'wrí)gos kal 9i9ac'kaAas adrov, ral twa HAAG 
pvbicdrepar èv ois kal XuxidBa Tid pnow érüv 
&ceo0au uerà THY ÈK VEKPGY àváoTacuv, TwuaTLKOS’ 
THs TOD Xpictod BaciXe(as éml tavtTyol Ths "yis 
ÚTOTTNTOLEVNS. 

2 kal BAAas Dé TH EavTodD ypaph mapaðlðworıw. 
*Apiotiovos ..... THY ToU Kupiou Aóyev Oumyfjaeis 
kal ToU mpemBvrépov “Iwdvrov. mapaddces, éh &s. 
KT. Ae 
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books as from the living voice which 
still survived." 1 

On the former of the two “ Johns" in 
this passage, Hilgenfeld (.Ezm4 in das 
JL Z: Leipzig 1875) notes: “Evi 
dently the Apostle John" (s. 57) ; and 
on the latter: “Not the ‘older’ John, 
that is, the Apostle, as Krenkel would 
have it” (s. 58) :—see below, p. 441. 

On this quotation it is sufficient, for 
the moment, to observe, that it is warmly 
discussed whether Papias had, or had 
not, himself seen and heard the Apostles, 
as well as collected and preserved their 
sayings. Dr. Routh (Z a, p. 23) seems 
to give the plain and natural meaning of 
the passage: “In which words [viz. 
‘But if I chanced also’ &c. (ei d€ mov 
xat)] Papias seems to indicate that it 
was his custom to inquire of the disciples 
of the Apostles, just as it had been his 
custom to inquire of the Apostles them- 
selves." St. Irenzeus—who as the disciple 
of Polycarp (Zp. ad Florin., ap. Euseb., 
v. 20) must have known the fact—ex- 
pressly states that Papias was “a hearer 
of John, and a companion of Polycarp.” ? 


1 (5) obi dxvhow dé cor kal goa oT? Maps TOY 
mpeoBuTépwy Kad@s čuabov kal Kad@s éuvmuóvevaa, 
ouvrdéat.... Ei É mov kal mapynkodovOnkds vas 
Tois mpecBurépos Abo, mobs TÓÀv mpeoßurépwv 
&vékpivov Adyous, ví ? Avbpéas, À Ti Ylérpos erev: 
3) ri Plxurmos* À ví Gwpás, À IdxwBos À TÍ "Imdv- 
vns, À Mat@atos: À tls érepos TG» ToU Kupíov 
pabnrav: & re '" Apurriev kal ó mpsoBórepos "Icdw- 
VNS, TOU Kuplov wadnral, Aéyovciv* k,T.X.—af. 
Euseb., Zc. ; see also Routh, Zc., p. 7. 

2 (6) Tatra dé kal Mamlas Iwdyvov uv axovoThs, 
IloAvkápmov ðè éraipos yeyovds, apxaios vhp, 
eyypapws émiuaprvpet èv TH Terdprm TOY airoU 
Biprov €or yap aùr mévre BiBAla cvrreraryuéva. 
—Adv. Her., v. 33, 34. This is the passage 
which, as Ceriani states, Papias borrowed from 
the ** Apocalypse of Baruch,"—see below, § 9, 

. 62. 
j Polycarp, whose life unites the age of the 
Apostles with that of Irenæus, was Bishop of 
Smyrna, the second of the Seven Churches (Rev. 
ii. 8),—placed too over that church, as many 
writers mention, by the Apostles, and by St. John 
himself (e.g. Tertullian: **Sicut Smyrneorum 
ecclesia Polycarpum ab Joanne conlocatum 
refert.”—De Prescr. c. 32 ; Iren. iii. 3, 4 ; Euseb. 
iv. I4, V. 20; Hieron., De Vir. J/ 17). He 
was, as Archbishop Ussher argues, no other than 
“the Angel of the church of Smyrna” (Rev. 
ii. 8):—'* Who," writes Ussher, ‘‘can better 
inform us than Irenæus ? who did not only know 
those who succeeded Polycarpus in his See" (of 
péxpi viv 01a80e8eyuévo bv MoAvKapwoy,—Her. 
iii. 4, p. 177), ‘‘but also was present when he 
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Irenzeus is here quoting from Papias an 
* unwritten saying " of our Lord respect- 
ing the Millennium ; and in what he thus 
says the absence of any title indicates 
the well-known “John.” Eusebius (iii. 
39) also speaks of Papias as “a man of 
old time” (dpyatos àvijp). 

In the second part of his Chronicle 
Eusebius, mentioning facts which marked 
the 220th Olympiad (A.D. ror), writes: 
—“ It is recorded by Irenæus that the 
Apostle John survived down to the times 
ofTrajan. After whom Papias of Hiera- 
polis and Polycarp. bishop of Smyrna 
were acknowledged to be the Apostle's 
hearers.” 1! Here the words which follow 
* After whom” (* Post quem”) express 
the belief of Eusebius himself;? and 
Eusebius, in the version of this passage 
given in his Chronicle as printed among 
the works of St. Jerome (ed. Vallars., t. 
viii.), adds to that of Polycarp the name 
of Ignatius as a “hearer” of St. John. 
Thus we see that both Irenzeus and Euse- 
bius,? having mentioned that St. John 
lived under Trajan (A.D. 96-117), also 
state that Papias was his contemporary, 
—“ a hearer of John,” “a companion of 
Polycarp.” ‘The Paschal Chronicle, too, 


himself did discourse of his conversation with 
St. John.” —The Original of Bishops, Works, 
Elriagton’s ed., vol. vii. p. 50. See below, p. 412. 

! (7) ** Joannem Apostolum usque ad Trajani 
tempora permansisse Irenæus tradit. Post quem 
ejusdem auditores agnoscebantur Papias lera- 
politanus et Polycarpus Smyrnzorum regionis 
episcopus," — Chron. Bipartit. Greco-Armeno- 
Latinum, ed. Aucher, ii. p. 281. 

To this passage may be added:  **Se- 
cundus post Neronem Domitianus Christianos 
persequitur; et sub eo Apostolus Joannes ad 
Patmum insulam relegatus Apocalypsin vidit, 
quam Irenæus interpretatur."— Eusebius, Chron. 
ad an. Y4 Domitiani, It will be found use- 
ful to keep in view the duration of Domi- 
tian's reign, —viz, from the year 81 to the 
year 96. 

? See, in proof of this statement, Zahn, 
“ Papias von Hierapolis,” Studien u. Krit., 
1866, s. 649. 

* Eusebius, however, elsewhere (iii. 39) at- 
tempts to set aside the statement of Irenæus that 
Papias was **a hearer of John,” on the grounds 
that Papias tells us, No. (5), that he is recording 
what he had heard from others about the 
sayings of the Apostles, —among whom he names 
St. John. But may not Papias have both heard 
that Apostle, and also collected what others re- 
ported concerning him? It is impossible to 
suppose that Irenzeus could have been mistaken 
as to this. 
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records the martyrdom of Polycarp (ed. 
Dindorf, i 480, &c.), and adds that 
Papias suffered in the same persecution 
(kai èv llepydjup 8 érepor èv ois Tv Kat 
llazías, k.r.A.) ;—showing that in death 
as in life Papias was Polycarp’s com- 
panion. 

At what time Papias lived, may be 
approximately determined by the date 
of Polycarp’s death:—In the Epistle 
of the Church of Smyrna (Euseb. iv. 
15), which contains the narrative of 
Polycarp’s sufferings, Polycarp’s death is 
placed (Patr. Apost., ed. Hefele, p. 294) 
in the proconsulship of Statius Quad- 
ratus, and on a day which is specified ; 
while Polycarp’s well-known words, 
** Fourscore and six years have I served 
Christ,” &c.—a statement which at all 
events is to be counted from his baptism 
—make him to have been, at least, 
eighty-six years old. M. Waddington! 
has proved from the language of this 
narrative that Polycarp was put to death 
on Feb. 23, A.D. 155, under Antoninus 
Pius; and he points out how Eusebius 
and others have -been mistaken in 
placing this event some ten years later, 
under M. Aurelius, when Ummidius 
Quadratus was consul. Polycarp’s birth, 
or more probably his baptism, would, 
accordingly, fall in the year 69; and 
thus the chronological difficulty, as to 
the fact of his companion Papias having 
been a contemporary of St. John, who 
lived till the end of the century, alto- 
gether disappears. Bishop Lightfoot 
(Contemp. Review, August 1875, p. 383) 
considers “that Papias was probably 
born about A.D. 60-70, and that his 


1 See his Mémoire on the life of Ælius Aris- 
tides, in the Mém. de I Institut, t. xxvi., 1867, 
p. 235, &c. ; and also Renan’s summary of the 
argument, L’Antechrist, p. 566. Scholten 
(Der Ap. Johannes im Kleinasien, s. 65) re- 
jects the account of Polycarp's journey to Rome 
during the Paschal controversy,—when (A.D. 
154) he met Anicetus (Iren. iii 3, 4; cf. 
Ep. ad Victor., ap. Eus., H. E. v. 245 iv. 16; 
Chron. ad ann. 155),—on the ground that he 
must have then been too old to have under- 
taken such a journey: to which Renan justly 
replies that the voyage from Smyrna to Rome 
was one of the easiest in that age; and he quotes 
the case of a merchant whose epitaph states 
that he had made in his lifetime seventy-two 
voyages from Hierapolis to Rome :—see Boeckh, 
Corp. Inscr. Gr., t. ii, No. 3920. Cf also 
Gibbon, ch. ii. 
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work was published about A.D. 130-140,” 
Accordingly, the first direct evidence 
which we possess for the authenticity of 
the Apocalypse is given by one who 
was a contemporary of the Apostle 
John; who had seen and heard him; 
and who was bishop of Hierapolis, a 
city but a few miles distant from Lao- 
dicea (Rev. iii 14) which was one of 
the Seven Churches. 

Other evidence for the authenticity of 
the Apocalypse which is sometimes ad- 
duced from the age of the Apostolic 
Fathers, may not, perhaps, be deemed 
equally conclusive. Thus Hengstenberg 
(The Rev. of St. John, vol. ii. p. 393, Eng. 
transl.) thinks that the Divine title 
“Almighty " (zavrokpárop) used by Poly- 
carp in his Epistle to the Philippians (c. 
1) was taken by him from the Apoca- 
lypse, where it 1s found nine times, but 
elsewhere only in 2 Cor. vi. 18: and he 
also sees in the words * Let us be imi- 
tators of His patience" (muntat yevo- 
pela THs tropovns ovro0, ib., c. 8), a 
reference to Rev. i. 9; il. ro. In the 
* Shepherd of Hermas,” which is “ of the 
same date as Montanism” (circ. A.D. 
140), the symbolism of the Apocalypse 
reappears :—‘‘ The Church is represented 
under the figure of a woman (Apoc. xii. 
1; Vis. ii 4); a bride (Apoc. xxi. 2; 
Vis. iv. 2); her enemy is a great beast 
(Apoc. xii 4; Vis. iv. 2).”—Westcott, 
The Canon of the N. T., p. 181. 

'The age of the Apostolic Fathers is 
followed, according to Lücke's division 
(s. 516), by the age of apologetic litera- 
ture ;—an age which is closed by Euse- 
bius of Cæsarea, and which begins 
with St. Justin Martyr! of whose testi- 
mony Lücke (s. 550) pronounces: ** No- 
thing is clearer than what Eusebius (iv. 
18) long ago remarked, that Justin in 
this passage [see below] employs the 
Apocalypse of the New Test. as a sacred, 
authentic, Christian writing, and ex- 
pressly declares it to be the work of the 
Apostle John" ;—and he adds (s. 561) : 
* On this point there can be no doubt." 


1 Dr. Hort (Journ. Class. and Sacr. Philology, 
iii. 139), concludes that **we may set down 
Justin’s first Apology to 145, or better still to 
146, and his death to 148. The second Apology 
will then fall in 146 or 147, and the Dial, with 
Tryphon about the same time.” 
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In his famous Dialogue Justin M., having 

explained the words of Isaiah, ch. lxv. 
17-25, as applicable to the Millennium, 
proceeds :—“ Among us also a certain 
man named John, one of the Apostles of 
Christ, prophesied, in a Revelation given 
to him, that they who believe in our 
Christ shall spend a thousand years in 
Jerusalem ; and after this that there shall 
be, with one accord, at the same time, 
the universal and (to speak concisely) 
eternal Resurrection of all men, and the 
Judgment." 1 

When we recollect that these words 
form part of a dialogue with the Jew 
(Tryphon, the qualification, *a certain 
man named John," with which it begins, 
need cause no surprise. 

In the passage from Eusebius which 
Lücke refers to, the historian further 
states that the dialogue with Tryphon was 
held at Ephesus,—the chief of the Seven 
Churches (Rev. ii. 1), —the city where 
St. John resided until his death [9u£Aoyov 
2... emt THs Edeoíov móAeos mpòs Tpv- 
pova TOv Tore '"Efpaíov émuw"uórarov 
TETOMTAL ecc c péuvņrTar be kat THS "Io&vvov 
&xokaA eos, cadbós Tod "AmooTóAov abr» 
eivat Aéyov|. It may be added that in 
the expression * Among us” (rap ñui, 
note 1), Justin M. clearly implies the resi- 
dence of St. John at Ephesus, and in 
Asia Minor.? 

St. Jerome expressly states. (De Vir. 
JI, c. 9) that Justin M., as well as Ire- 
nsus, had interpreted the Apocalypse, 
see p. 20, No. (26): and it is to be noted 
that this is the only Book of the New 
Testament to which Justin M. refers by 
name, and St. John the only writer.? 

1 (8) kal map! nuiy àvhp Tis Ê övoua "Iwavrns, 
cis Tay &mocrÓAcv ToU Xpiorod, v daronaddwper 
yevoneyn aÙTG, xlAve ern mounoew èv ‘lepovoaAhm 
Tros TG djuerépp Xpior® morevoaytas mpoe- 
phTevre, kal merà Tatra Thy ka0oAuc]v Kal, 
cvveAóvri. pdvat, aiwviay óuoðvuaððv Gua mvrcv 
hale eed yeviceobar kal kplow.— Dial. c. Tryph. 
c. 81. 

? In his first Apology (i. 28), Justin refers to 
Rev. xx. 2 (ó àpxa'yérms Tay kakQv Ociuóvov 
üdis kaAe?ra, kal caravas kal dodos). Otto (in 
his notes) compares c. 45 of the Dial. c. Tryph. 
(ó @dvaros ia raópovuég k. T. A.) with Rev. xxi. 4. 
We may also compare c. 113 and its references 
to *the new Heaven and the new Earth,” as 
well as its allusion to Christ being the Lamp of 
the New Jerusalem, with Rev. xxi. 1, 23 :—see 
Hengstenberg, /.c., p. 409. 

3 Tatian, a contemporary of Justin M., in his 
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Melito (circ. A:D. 169) was Bishop of 
Sardis, one of the Seven Churches (Rev. 
ii. 1). Melito, as we know, was most 
zealous in the investigation of the Canon 
of the Old Test. ; and he is stated by 
Eusebius (iv. 26) and by St. Jerome (De 
Vir. Ill., c. 24) to have written “ concern- 
ing the Apocalypse of John, and con- 
cerning the Devil," who is so often named 
in the Book of the Revelation—xai ra 
wept rod SiaBdAov, kal TAS dmokoMoyeos 
Iwdvvov :—“ de diabolo librum unum, 
de Apocalypsi Joannis librum unum "]. 
This mention of “John” without any 
distinguishing title clearly points (see 
below) to a pre-eminent person of that 
name; and had Eusebius known that 
Melito entertained any doubt as to the 
apostolical origin of the Book, he would 
not have failed to notice it. This work 
of Melito is not extant. The authen- 
ticity of a treatise ascribed to him, which 
is styled by Eusebius Zhe Key (7j KAeís), 
by St. Jerome C/avis, and which has been 
given to the world in a Latin version by 
Dom Pitra (Spicileg. Solesmense, vol. i.), 
—is perhaps doubtful! In this transla- 
tion the Apocalypse is constantly quoted.? 

Apollonius was Bishop (or Presbyter) 


** Oration to the Greeks ” (c. 20), may also be 
taken to allude to Rev. xxi. Dionysius, who 
suffered as a martyr, A.D. 176 (Routh, i. p. 177), 
appears to have been bishop of Corinth at the 
time of Justin's death (Westcott, p. 173)—see 
Euseb. iv. 23: of the ZArze allusions to the 
New Test. to be found in the fragment of his 
works preserved by Eusebius, one is an allusion 
to Rev. xxii. 18, —* When brethren urged me 
to write letters, I wrote them ; and these the 
apostles of the Devil have filled with tares, 
taking away some things, and adding others, 
for whom the Woe is appointed—& péy é£ai- 
poüvres, È S& mpooribévtes, ois TÒ oval reira ;? 
see Westcott, Z. c., p. 166. 

1 Labbe (De Scriptor. Eccl., ii. 87) had men- 
tioned a MS. of this work as extant in the 
College of Clermont at Paris, and of this Dom 
Pitra has discovered eight copies. Of the copy in 
the Bodleian Library, the writer in Smith's 
Biogr. Dict, art. Melito, says, ‘‘it appears to 
be much interpolated, if indeed any part of it is 
genuine, =s y It is possible that the fourth ex- 
tract given by Routh (Z. c., t. i. p. 124) from the 
Catena is from the original C/azzs of Melito." 

? E.g. *In Apocalypsi ‘Pedes ejus sicut 
aurichalci’ (Rev. i. 15),"—p. 290; in the sec- 
tion, De supernis creaturis: ** Angelus,—Pre- 
lati vel sacerdotes, ‘Et angelo Ephesi scribe, 
(Rev. ii. 1)',"—p. 55; **Folium,—sermo doc- 
tring ; Et in Apocalypsi, * Et folia ejus ad sani- 
tatem gentium '" (Rev. xxii. 2),—p. 393. 
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‘of Ephesus (see Routh, Z c., i 465). 
It was here, where St. John lived and 
taught, that opposition must have at once 
arisen to any work ascribed to the Apostle 
which had not proceeded from his pen. 
Apollonius wrote circ. A.D. 170-180; and 
this date, as bearing upon recent objec- 
tions, is of importance. Apollonius (see 
Euseb., v. 18) composed a treatise against 
Montanism about forty years after Mon- 
tanus appeared ; and his reference in this 
work to the public archives of Asia Minor 
which were preserved at Ephesus, illus- 
trates his familiarity with the affairs of 
the Ephesian Church [o?x 74s det Aéyew, 
GAAL 6 òmobóðouos éxe,—see the note 
of Valesius zz /oc.]. He wrote, there- 
fore, not only before Irenzeus (A.D. 190), 
and independently of him, but also at 
a time when no one questioned the 
identity of the author of the Apocalypse 
with the Apostle John.! 

Apollonius mentions, “as if from 
tradition” [as èk mapaddcews] that the 
Saviour had commanded the Apostles 
not to leave Jerusalem for twelve years ; 
and he also testifies that St. John wrote 
the Apocalypse,— that he resided at 
Ephesus,—and that he there restored 
a dead man to life.? 

This testimony, as Lücke (Z c., s. 567) 
notes, is also important as proving that 
the acceptance of the Apocalypse, at this 
date, was not restricted (as some argue) 
to Montanists * and Millennarians. 


t Even Keim (Z c., i. s. 154 ; Anm. 2, s. 164) 
admits the date A.D. 170-180, merely object- 
ing that Apollonius does not style John ‘‘an 
Apostle,” but simply ‘‘ the writer of the Apo- 
calypse.” In order to get rid of this early date, 
Scholten (Zc., s. 38) adopts the theory of 
Schwegler (Der Montanismus, s. 255), who 
identifes Apollonius with the martyr of that 
name who suffered under Commodus (A.D. 180- 
194, see Euseb., v. 21). This attempt to make 
the evidence of Apollonius dependent on that of 
Irenæus, is refuted by Steitz, Szud. u, Krit., 1868, 
s. 487 ff. 

2 (9) Eusebius tells us that Apollonius wrote : 
Tbv Swriipa mpocTeraxévau ots abro ümocróAots, 
ém 6ó8eka Éreoi my xwpiobivar THs ‘Tepovo aA. 
Kéxpntat 9€ kal waptuplas ard Tis "ledvvov To- 
Kadvpews: kal vexpdy dt Suvduer Bely mpds aro 
"lwdyvov ev TH Eder èynyépha loropei,. —ZH. E., 
v. 18; see Routh, 4¢, p. 472; and note !, 

. 426. 

3 Thus, not to speak of Tertullian (see 
below, p. 17), a Montanist prophetess, referred to 
by Epiphanius (Her. 49, 1), says: Xpiords &me- 
&dAvié mor rovrovl rbv TóTov elvat &yiov kal ade 
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Theophilus of Antioch (f A.D. 168), 
the sixth in descent from the Apostles 
(Euseb., iv. 24), was engaged in contro- 
versy with one Hermogenes. His work 
is lost; but Eusebius, who had read it, 
assures us that Theophilus there adduced 
“proofs” (uaprvpía) from “the Apoca- 
lypse of John,”—evidently as a New Tes- 
tament authority, and one recognized in 
the church of Antioch. In his extant 
treatise Ad Autolycum (ii. c. 28), we meet 
an allusion to Rev. xii. 3, to the effect 
that Satan is called *a demon and a 
dragon” [8a(pw kal párkov kaXetra ]. 

'The most valuable testimony, however, 
from the second century which we possess 
is that of St. Irenzeus, Bishop of Lyons, 
whose activity extends from A.D. 130 to 
A.D. 202 ; and who wrote his great work 
against the Gnostics, at Rome, during the 
episcopate of Eleutherus (A.D. 177—199). 
Irenæus was a Greek of Asia Minor, and 
subsequently a presbyter of the Galhean 
Church. He there succeeded, as bishop, 
Pothinus who was already ninety years 
of age, and who had associated, like Poly- 
carp, with the generation of St. John.! 
Irenæus tells us of himself, in his treatise 
on the Ogdoad (as we read in Euseb., v. 
20), that * he had reached to the first 
succession of the Apostles." In his well- 
known “Epistle to Florinus" (ap. Euseb. 
Thy ‘Iepovoadhp èr Tod ovpavod Kariévar (Rev. 
xxi 2). And on the opposite side :— 

Agreeing with Apollonius, among other anti- 
Montanists, the author of the fragment Adv. 
Cataphrygas (Eus., v. 16 ; Routh, ii., p. 183) says 
that he was not inclined to accept certain opi- 
nions, ‘‘ fearing lest he should seem to add a 
new article to the word of the New Covenant 
of the Gospel, —$ phre mpoc0eivat wht aperciv 
Ovaróv (Rev. xxii. 18, 19).” Clemens Alex. 
and Origen (see below, p. 415) were decided 
anti-Millennarians. 

1 In the Epistle of the Church of Smyrna 
which recounts the martyrdom of Polycarp 
(c. xxii., ed. Hefele, p. 294), we read at the close : 
—:caóca uereypáaro u&v T'tos, éx Tv Eipnvalov, 
pa0nroü rot IloAvkdpmov, Ós ral ouveToAtEv= 
caro TG Eipnvatw. Irenæus became bishop of 
Lyons, A.D. 177. Polycarp died A.D. 155 or 
156 (see above); accordingly Irenæus would 
have been a pupil of Polycarp, crc. A.D. 135- 
r50:—so Bishop Lightfoot in the Contemp. 
Review, May 1875, p. 833. Neander writes : 
** From the school of John in Asia Minor there 
went forth an impulse, in opposition to the 
speculations of the Gnostics, . . . . which carried 
into the West Irenæus, who had been trained 
in the school of the disciples of the Apostle 
John.” —Kirch,-Gesch., i. s. 876. 


412 


ib. ; compare note !, p. 431), Irenzeus re- 
lates that he had met Polycarp (see above, 
p. 408), whom he had come to know at 
Smyrna; and that he was wont, when 
a boy, to hear from his lips concerning 
“his converse with John and the rest 
who had seen the Lord." He had not 
merely, he tells us, seen Polycarp occa- 
sionally, but had lived in his society and 
profited by his instruction ; and of this he 
now writes to another pupil of Polycarp, 
Florinus, who must have known the 
fact, and whom he was opposing on 
a grave matter of doctrine :—see note ?, 
p 431. In the passage from which 
No. (11)—see below—is taken, im- 
portant details are given respecting St. 
, John and his relation to the succeeding 
generation. We are told in that passage 
how Polycarp had been appointed by the 
Apostles Bishop of Smyrna; and that 
certain persons had heard from him 
how St. John on one occasion rushed 
with horror from the baths at Ephesus, 
because he had chanced to meet there 
the heretic Cerinthus. In the Epistle of 
Irenæus to Victor Bishop of Rome (aż. 
Euseb., v. 24), we also read that Polycarp, 
when he visited Rome, was not persuaded 
by Anicetus to give up his practice of 
keeping Easter on the fourteenth day 
of the month, as he had been wont to 
keep it after the manner of “John the 
Disciple of the Lord," and the other 
Apostles with whom he (Polycarp) had 
associated. Indeed the intimate con- 
nexion with Polycarp which is mani- 
fested throughout his writings, renders 
the testimony of Irenzus as to St. 
John virtually that of a contemporary. 
Perhaps the most important passage 
out of many in the writings of this 
Father is the following (ZZzr., v. 30, 31 ; 
for the Greek text see Euseb., v. 8) :— 
In opposition to the erroneous reading 
616, in Rev. xiii 18, Irenzeus supports 
the true reading 666: this, he ob- 
serves, is found “in all the correct and 
ancient copies;” and it has also in 
its favour “the testimony of those who 
had seen John face to face"! [ràv kar 


1 The author of Supernatural Religion (vol. 
ii. p. 393) offers the following characteristic 
criticism : ** We do not attribute any value to 
his [Irenzeus’] testimony. . . . Although he 
appeals to those ‘who saw John face to face’ 
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Ójw tov 'loávvgv éepakórov| Having 
given his own conjectures as to the 
meaning of the mystic number (“for 
were it right that it should be pro- 
claimed openly at the present time, this 
name of Antichrist would have been 
uttered by him who beheld the Apoca- 
lypse"), Irenæus concludes with the 
statement, that St. John beheld the 
Vision “ almost in our own generation, 
towards the end of the reign of Domi- 
tian.” 1 

This statement as to the late period 
down to which St. John lived, is incident- 
ally referred to again and again :—e.g. 
CHar., ii. 22, 5 ; Euseb., iii. 23) appealing 
to * all the presbyters who had associated 
in Asia with John the Disciple of the 
Lord" [rà ro9 Kvpíov pabr], and who 
testify of what he had handed down to 
them, Irenæus adds that John * remained 
among them until the time of Trajan ; 
. ... and some among them have seen 
not John only, but also other Apostles.” 
And once more (ZZzr., ii. 3, 4; Euseb., 
ibid.) he writes :— 

* Moreover, the Church of Ephesus, 
which Paul had founded, and where 
John abode until the times of Trajan, is 
a true witness of the tradition of the 
Apostles.” ? 

In none of his writings does Irenæus 
betray the least consciousness that any 
doubts had ever been entertained as 
to the authorship of the Apocalypse. 
He does not, indeed, expressly call 
the author “an Apostle,"—continually 
speaking of him as “the Disciple of the 
Lord" (see above); as “he that leaned 
on His bosom” (see John xiii. 23 ; and 
cf. Euseb. v. 24, as wellas p. 407, note?) ; 
or simply as “John” (No. (6), note ?, 


with regard to the number of the Beast, his own 
utter ignorance of the interpretation shows how 
little information he can have derived from 
Polycarp.” 

1 (10) ets ody obk Gmroxwduvetouey rep) Tod 
òvóuaTos Tov "AvrixpicToU amropavduevor Befau- 
wTiK@ss ei yap ede àvapavübv TQ viv Kaip@ 
KnpUTTesOa Tovvoua abro), Ört exelvov dy èpféðn 
TOU Kal Thy àmokdavyiw éwparóTos' ovdE yap mpd 
T0AA00 xpóvov éepd6m, GAAG oXEddY em) TIS hue- 
Tépas "yeveüs, mpos TH TéAei THs AopeTiavod &pxis 
(ct. Euseb. iii. 18). 

2 (11) GAAX Kal 7 èv "EQéco ékkAmoía imb 
Tlavaouv uév TeÜeueAiwjuévm "lodvvov St mapauel- 
vayTos avTois uéxpi TOY TpaiavoU Xpóvev, uáprus 
GANOHS cote THS TAV ' Amon TÓAov Tapaddcews. 
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p. 408) : but that “John” is the Apostle 
and Evangelist is clear from the words 
in which he states that “John the Lord's 
Disciple, he that leaned on His bosom, 
published the Gospel at Ephesus during 
his abode in Asia"! 

The references to the Apocalypse are 
in the following forms : “Sed et Johannes 
Domini discipulus, in Apocalypsi" (Adv. 
fler. iv. 20, 11); * significavit Johannes 
Domini discipulus in Apocalypsi" (75. 
v. 26, 1) ; “in Apocalypsi vidit Joannes," 
(tb. v. 35, 2); "Joannes in Apoc. ait” 
(2b. iv. 21, 3). 

Akin to the testimony of Irenæus is 
that which is supplied by the Epistle 
in which the churches of Lyons, and 
Vienne inform the churches in Asia and 
Phrygia of the persecution which they 
had endured under Antoninus Verus, 
A.D. 177 (ap. Euseb., v. 1, 2). We there 
learn how deeply the imagery and the 
language of the Apocalypse had pene- 
trated the thoughts of Christians at that 
early period :—The martyr Vettius “is a 
genuine disciple of Christ, ‘folowing the 
Lamb whithersoever He gocth™ (tom 
yiows Xpiwro)? pobyris akokovÜGv T 
ápvíe rov àv rády [Rev. xiv. 4]);— 
Christ is described as *the faithful and 
true Witness and First Born of the 
dead” (Rev. i. 5; iii r4);—and the 
fury of the persecutors as compared 
with the patience of the Martyrs, is 
represented in the words of Rev. xxii. 
11, freely quoted with the preface, “ that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled." ? 

Polycrates, a later bishop of Ephesus 
(t A.D. 196), writing, during the second 
Paschal controversy, to Victor Bishop of 
Rome (af. Euseb. iii. 31 ; v. 24), appeals 
to the great lights of the Church in Asia, 
—to Polycarp of Smyrna, and Thraseus 
of Eumenia ; to Sagaris, Papirius, Melito 
of Sardis ; and to seven other bishops of 
his own family. Of the Twelve Apostles, 
he appeals to “ Philip who with two of 
his daughters (who had remained virgins) 
was buried at Hierapolis,3—a third 


1 (12) '"Iedvvms 5 padnths Tod Kuplov, 6 ral 
ém) rò oriOos AbroU avawecdy, kal abrds etéðwre 
Tb Eùayyériov èv Epéow Tis Actas diarplBwv.— 
Adv. Fer., iii. I, I. 

2 (13, twa 4j ypaph wAnpwOf, ô &vouos àvoun- 
crc er, kal ó Blkoios DucouwÜfyre ETL 


3 In the passage No. (5), Papias, who was 
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daughter, who was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, being buried at Ephesus;" and 
to St. John. Polycrates thus describes 
the latter Apostle :— 

* And moreover John, he who leaned 
on the Lord's bosom, who came to be a 
Priest that wore the Golden Plate [or 
Mitre, or Frontlet,——L XX. zéraXov, see 


himself bishop of Hierapolis, refers to Philip 
as one of **the disciples of the Lord,” whose 
sayings he had collected. This Philip can be 
no other than ZZe Apostle, residing with his 
daughters at Hierapolis, as Eusebius (iii. 39) 
understood Papias who, the historian tells us, 
had heard from Philip's daughters a certain 
wonderful narration. Philip is mentioned by 
Papias next to Andrew and Peter; and one 
who turns to St. John's Gospel will see that 
what related to these three Apostles had a special 
interest not only for St. John, but also for his 
hearers (John i 40, 43-46; vi 5-8; xii. 
20-22; xiv.8, 9). Papias does not refer at all 
to Philip the Evangelist. Polycrates, as quoted 
in the text, mentions—(Aurmov [róv] Tey 9ó- 
dexa arootéAwy, ds KeKxolunrar èv ‘lepamdrAc Kat 
Dúo Üvyarépes avro0 yeynpakvia: mapÜévor kal 1j 
érépa abToU Üvydrnp èv &ylo mveüpaTi moAvrev- 
capévn, ù èv "EQéscq avamatera (ap. Euseb., 
iii, 31; v. 24) ;—this third daughter, who had 
the gift of prophecy, being evidently married. 
This statement is confirmed by Clemens Al. 
(Strom. ii. 6, 25; Euseb., ili. 30) as to the 
third daughter, although he loosely uses the 
plural number when he says that Philip gave 
his ‘‘ daughters” in marriage. On the other 
hand, the ‘‘Dialogue of Caius and Proclus" 
(Euseb., iii. 31) represents Philip the Lvangelist 
as residing at Hierapolis, and with him four 
daughters who had the gift of prophecy (mera 
vobTov d& mpoohrides Téecoapes ai SiAlmmou yeyév- 
nvrat) ; all five being buried in that city. Here the 
mention of four daughters prophesying recalls 
the person spoken of in Acts xxi. 8,9. Now 
although the statement of Polycrates as to the 
Apostle Philip is confirmed by Papias, as we 
have seen, and by Clemens Al.,—yet, because 
another later writer, the author of this Dzalogue, 
refers to Philip the Zvangelist as having also 
resided at Hierapolis, we are told that the 
evidence of Polycrates is discredited by the con- 
fusion into which he has here fallen ; and ZZere- 
Jore that his testimony as £o St. Fohn is of little 
worth. It is clear, however, that St. Luke care- 
fully distinguishes between the two Philips :— 
cf. Acts vi. 2-5; viii. 5-17 ; xxi. 8, where the 
“Deacon,” or ‘* Evangelist,” is evidently 
contrasted with the members of the Twelve. 
Can any one, then,—on the sole evidence of a 
writer (A.D. 212) so much later in timethan Papias 
(born A.D. 60-70, see p. 5), and so much inferior 
in authority to Polycrates and Clemens Al.,— 
admit the existence of such a blunder on the part 
of Polycrates? When Papias, as Eusebius 
tells us, received information from *'the 
daughters of Philip,” are we not: to understand 
that the“ Philip” intended was the Apostle whom 
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below], and a witness, and a teacher, 
he too has fallen asleep at Ephesus.” 1 

And thus, at the end of the second 
century, we have evidence from Ephesus 
itself as to the fact of the residence and 
death of the Evangelist John in that 
city. 

ipw Alford rejects without sufficient 
cause this testimony to the Apocalypse 
(Prolegg.,p. 207). Hengstenberg justly 
insists upon this proof. Even Keim (4 c., 
1. 165), although he pronounces the state- 
ment of Polycrates to be “a fantastic 
picture," nevertheless admits that the lan- 
guage of the passage just quoted is gleaned 
from the Gospel, and the Apocalypse.? 
Scholten also (s, 75) allows that St. 
John is here described in words bor- 
rowed from the Gospel (John xiii. 23; 
xxi 20), and that he is called *a wit- 
ness" in accordance with Rev. i. 9 

The terms “Priest” and “Plate” of 
gold, which occur in the passage cited 
from Polycrates, have been much dis- 
cussed. The “ Plate” of gold [zéraAov, 
the equivalent of yy, (Ex. xxviii 32 
(36); Lev. -viii, 9, LXX.), and of 1 
(Ex. xxix. 6), “the Frontlet” inscribed 
“ Holiness to the Lord,"—see the note on 
Ex. xxvii. 36] was the token by which 


Eusebius had just mentioned ?—although Euse- 
bius himself seems to have confounded the 
Apostle with the Evangelist, It may be added 
that Zhe Acts of Philip in like manner place the 
Apostle at Hierapolis,—see Tischendorf, Acz. 
Apost. Apocr., p. 75. Those critics who, like 
Keim (Z c.), insist upon charging Polycrates with 
error, attribute his describing Philip as ‘‘an 
Apostle” to the desire of the Asiatic churches 
to trace their spiritual descent directly from 
the Twelve ;—on which Bishop Lightfoot well 
observes: ‘‘This solution of the phenomenon 
might have been accepted if the authorities in 
favour of Philip the Evangelist had been prior 
in time and superior in quality.” — Comm. on 
Coloss., p. 46. It is hard to see why two per- 
sons named Philip could not have been married 
and had daughters ; even though the daughters 
of both had the gift of prophecy which, we 
know, was not then unusual,—see Eusebius 
(ii. 37; v. 17) on Quadratus, and Ammias ; as 
also the notes-of Routh, Z c., vol. ii. pp. 24-26. 
On this whole subject cf. the note of Bishop 
Lightfoot, Zc., p. 45. 

1 (14) čti 8$ Kal Iwdvyns, 6 èri vb orĝbos To? 
Kuplov àvaresàv, ds éwyevíün iepebs Tb wéradov 
mepopekas, kal udprvs kal diddcKados, oros èv 
"Edéow Kexoluntar—(ap. Routh, Z c. t. ii. p. 14.) 

? Keim, however, rejects the credibility of 
Polycrates because he describes Philip as an 
Apostle,—see the last note. 
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the High Priest was distinguished from 
the other priests. Neander (Pflanzung, 
iL 32) sees in these two terms a re- 
ference to the rank which St. John held 
inthe Church. We know how continually 
St. John, throughout the Apocalypse, uses 
the symbolism of the Old Covenant: 
may we not then, see in the zéradov an 
emblem of the dignity, whether moralor 
ecclesiastical, ascribed in the Church to 
the Apostles? May not Polycrates have 
thus referred to the Apostles as “ High 
Priests,” distinguished from the ordi- 
nary members of the Church who re- 
ceive in the Apocalypse itself the title 
of “priests” (Reve 1.6; v.10*$ Xu GPS 
May we not see here, on the part of 
the primitive Church, a belief in the 
connexion of the Old and the New Dis- 
pensations, and in the maintenance of 
the Apostolic office in the second, con- 
tinuing the High Priestly office in the 
first??  Hilgenfeld observes: “ Poly- 
crates of Ephesus represents him [John] 
as a Christian High Priest, or as one of 
exalted -Episcopal dignity. . . . A 
similar Statement respecting James, the 
Lord's brother, is to be found in Epi- 
phanius."— ZzzL, s. 392.? Godet, to the 
same effect, concludes from this state- 
ment of Polycrates that “John, the 
last survivor of the Apostolate, had left 
on the Church of Asia the impression 
of a Pontiff from whose forehead shone 
the spiritual splendour of the holiness 


1 This symbolical use of the term may be 
illustrated by the phrase, éraXov rijs mío recs, in 
the ** Testament of Levi,” Test. XII. Patriarch 
iii. 8, ed, Sinker, p. 142. 

? To this effect Vallarsius notes on St. 
Jerome (De Vir. Ili. c. 45, vol. ii. p. 872): 
—''Figurate hoc dici eo sensu quo Horatius 
de virtute predicat, ‘Nec sumit aut ponit 
secures, Arbitrio popularis aure Ut perinde 
sit auream laminam inter Christianos gestare, 
ac pontificis dignitatem, cujus illud insigne est, 
obtinere." 

* See Epiphanius (Wer. 29, 4; 78, 14) and 
also Hegesippus (a. Euseb., ii. 23), who refer 
to the fact of James **the Just" wearing the 
méraNov. The Martyrium Marci Evangeliste 
(see Valesius on Eus. v. 24) states that St. Mark 
wore ** pontificalis apicis petalum inter Judaeos," 
Ewald argues from the use of the word yvw- 
erós, in John xviii. 15, that the beloved Apostle 
was ‘‘a kinsman” of the High Priest, and there- 
fore of sacerdotal race (Die Fok. Schr., i. s. 400) 5. 
and he seeks support for this theory in these 
words of Polycrates (see, on the other hand, 
Bleek, zeit. in das N. T., § 60). 
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of Christ," — Comm. on St. John’s Gospel 
(Engl. transl., vol. i. p. 60). 

And thus, already, from the region of 
the Seven Churches, we have Apollonius 
and Polycrates in Ephesus, Papias in 
Hierapolis, Polycarp in Smyrna, and 
Melito in Sardis, all bearing witness to 
the Apocalypse as the authentic work of 
the Apostle John. We are now at the 
threshold of the third century. 

Clemens Alexandrinus flourished A.D. 
165-220. He was trained in the school 
of Pantenus whom Photius (Cod. 118) 
represents as **a hearer of the Apostles” 
(see Routh, Z «, i. p. 377). Clemens, 
who had for one of his earliest instruc- 
tors an Ionian Greek, thus describes 
his teachers before he met with Pan- 
tenus: * Moreover they who preserve 
the true tradition of the blessed doctrine 
directly from Peter and James, from 
John and Paul, the holy Apostles,—son 
receiving from father,——came with God's 
help to us also, to deposit that ancestral 
and Apostolic seed." ! 

Clemens had thus every opportunity 
of learning the facts bearing upon the 
life of St. John ; and what he narrates is 
full of interest. He expressly states that, 
*after the death of the tyrant,"—who 
could be no other than Domitian,?—St. 
John changed his abode from Patmos to 
Ephesus. Eusebius (see note ?) quotes 


1 GAN of u&y Thy GANOR THs uakaplas a(ovres 
didackaArlas mapddoow evOvs Qmb Ilérpov Te kal 
"IakáBov, "1edvvov e kal TavaAov, Tay ayiwy àro- 
G'TÓAcv, Tals mapa marpds exdexduevos .. . . kov 
5) ody Oe kal eis Huis TX MpoyoviKa ékeiva kal 
&mocTOAiKà KaTabnodmevor omepuata.— Strom. 
i. I, 11, ed. Potter, p. 322. 

2 Eusebius (iii. 23) clearly applies these words 
of Clemens to Domitian (see 25, c. 21, 22). 
How well the title ** tyrant” suits that Emperor, 
appears from his character as given by Pliny 
(Panegyr., c. 48) who calls him **immanissima 
bellua :"—cf. also Tacitus, Agricola, 45. In- 
deed, Eusebius himself appeals to a heathen 
writer, Bruttius, in proof of Domitian's cruel 
persecution of the Christians :—iovope? ó Bpovr- 
TLOS TOAAOUS XPLOTIAVOÙS KaTa Td IÒ ETOS Aope- 
Tiavod uepaprvpnkévau — Chron. Pasch., i. p. 468, 
ed. Dindorf. Scaliger in his notes (p. 205) 
conjectures that this Bruttius was Bruttius 
Praesens, father of the wife of the Emperor 
Commodus. 

3 (r5) &xovcoy uü80v, ov ubhov GAN’ övra Aóvyov, 
mepl^ledvvov ToU àmocTÓXov mapabebouévov .... 
émeib)) yap Tod Tvpdvvov TeAevríjcavTos amd Tijs 
Iláruov tis vorov ueT5A0ev éml Thy “Eperov.— 
Quis dives salu. c. 42, l c p. 959. 
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this passage (in which Clemens tells the 
story of the aged St. John and the young 
robber), introducing it by saying that “the 
Apostle and Evangelist John organized 
the churches that were in Asia when he 
returned from his exile in the island 
after the death of Domitian ;"! and it is in 
proof of this fact, — namely, that the 
banishment to Patmos was under 
Domitian,—that he cites Clemens and 
Irenæus. 

As to the Apocalypse itself, Clemens 
refers to the description of “ Jerusalem 
which is above,” with its foundations of 
precious stones; and he quotes ch. xxi. 
18, as “the utterance. of the Apostolic 
voice” [xai tas 8ó8exa THs obpavomóAeos 
midas, Tulos arekaopévas Mbois, TÒ Tepi- 
ortov THS amocToNuKHs ovis aivirrer Oar 
xápvros éxdexoucla.—Padag, i. 12, l 6, 
p. 242]. Identifying “the Apostolic 
voice” with that of St. John, he writes of 
“the faithful Elder” that * he is seated 
among the four and twenty thrones, 
judging the people, as John says in the 
Apocalypse” [êv rots eikoou kal réccapot 
kafedetra, Üpóvow, tov Aady kpívov, ads 
pnow èv TH axokaX ye "Toávvgs (Rev. iv. 
4; Xi x6). Strom. vi. 13, p. 793]? 

Origen (A.D. 186-253), the pupil of 
Clemens Al., made the Canon of the New 
Testament a subject of special inquiry : 
and when the authority of any of its Books 
was assailed, he never fails to state the 
fact. It is noteworthy, therefore, that 
Origen is ignorant of any doubts enter- 
tained as to the Apocalypse, which he 
quotes as the recognized composition of 
the Apostle and Evangelist John :? e. g.— 
with the usual formula of quotation—“ the 
Apostle and Evangelist in the Revelation" 


1 tas karà Thy 'Acíav Sietmey ékkAmoías, ard 
THS karà Thy vijcov uerà THY AoueTiavod TeAEUTHY 
emaveAOav puyiis. 

2 To give an example of the objections raised 
against such testimony,—Liicke (s. 590) hints 
that in his lost work cep! mpopntelas Clemens 
may have thought differently of the value of the 
Apocalypse; and that here he only follows 
**the tradition of his church” in ascribing the 
Book to the Apostle John. 

3 Lücke writes (s. 591): ‘‘ Origen appears to 
have known nothing of any important oppo- 
sition to the Apocalypse"; nor ‘‘did he find 
any valid reason for doubting the apostolical, 
Joannean authenticity of it, either in the Alex- 
andrian tradition or in the course of his own 
numerous theological journeys." 
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[èv rH doxadvper ô món roXos kal eùayye- 
Moris—Comm. in Ev. Joann., i. 1, 6]. 
In his Series in Matth. (t. ii. p. 867), 
quoting Rev. xii. 3, Origen promises that 
he will write an exposition of the Book at 
some future time [*exponetur autem 
tempore suo in Revelatione Joannis ” 1]. 
In his Comm. in Matth. (preserved by 
Eusebius, vi 25), speaking of “John, 
who leaned on Jesus bosom,” “who 
wrote a Gospel, and said that the world 
itself could not contain the books which 
tell of the Lord’s acts” (John xxi. 25), 
he adds : * And he wrote the Apocalypse 
also, commanded to keep silence and 
not to write the voices of the Seven 
Thunders” (ch. x. 3, 4) [éypawe 88 kai 
iv dzokáXviuw, Kedevobels owwmijra, xal 
pa) ypáya Tas Gv érrà, Bpovràv povas. |. 
(Note that in this place Origen refers to 
the doubts as to the 2nd and 3rd Epistles 
of St. John). Again, Comm. in Joann. 
i 16 (t. iv. p. 16): “John the son of 
Zebedee, therefore, says in the Apoca- 
lypse ‘and I saw an Angel flying," 
&c. [pno ody èv rH daoxahiper 0 Tod 
ZeBedaiov "Iwdvvys * xal iov dyyeXov 
merópevov,” k..A.] (Rev. xiv. 6,7). In fine, 
—chief passage of all,—* And the sons 
of Zebedee were baptized with that bap- 
tism ; for Herod slew James the brother 
of John with the sword; and the king of 
the Romans—as tradition teaches—con- 
demned John, bearing witness for the 
word of truth, to the island of Patmos. 
And John informs us of the things con- 
cerning this witness of his, not telling 
who condemned him, but saying in the 
Apocalypse ‘I John was in the isle that 
is called Patmos’ (ch. i 9)... And 
he appears to have seen the Revelation 
in the island." ? 


1 So also, referring to Rev. xix. 11 (Comm. in 
Joann. i 42, t. iv. p. 45), he refers to a future 
work, ov Tod mapóvros 8e kaipoU Settou Srt, K. T. A. 

2 (16) kal Tò Bámrwua éBomrícÓncav oi Tod 
ZeBedalov viol, émelmep 'Hpdbms mey àmékrewev 
'Iákefov Tbv "Iedvvov gaxaípg, ó 58 '"Pegaíev 
Bacireds, s 1j mapáDocis diddoKe, KaTedikace Tov 
^"Iodvvgr naprvpoüvra dia Tov THs GAndelas Adyor 
eis Iláruov thy voor’ Siddonrer 0$ Tù mepl Tov 
paptuplov abroU “Iwdyyns, ph Aéwyev tls airov 
KaTedikace, pdokwy èv TH dmoKkaddper TaUTa, 
"Eyó Vlwdvyns .... kal éowce Thy GmokdAwvyiv 
èv TH viow Te0eopqkévai, — Comm. in Matt., 
8 xvi. 6 (t. v. p. 719). 

'The name of the Emperor who condemned 
St. John is not given here,—the reason being 
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Eusebius (iii. 1) refers to Origen for 
the statement that, in the distribution of 
their different spheres of duty among the 
Apostles, St. John was assigned Asia 
Minor, and Ephesus.! 

Origen, as we know, was a decided 
anti-chiliast ; but he did not, like Dio- 
nysius of Alexandria, allow his doctrinal 
tendencies to influence his judgment as 
to historical facts. The same may be 
said of Clemens Alexandrinus. 

St. Hippolytus lived early in Cent. 
ii? (A.D. 220). He was the disciple of 
Irenzeus (see Photius, Cod. 48, 121, 202), 
to whose writings (Her. i. 263) he evi- 
dently refers. In his Refutatio omnium 
Heresium (vii. 36, ed. Dunker, p. 408), 
occurs a reference to Rev. ii. 6, Hippo- 
lytus observing that “the Holy Ghost by 
the Apocalypse of John convicted the 
Nicolaitans."? This is one of the few 
passages in which the name of any Book 
of the New Testament is introduced in 
the Refutatio. In the well-known inscrip- 


stated, viz; because St. John himself has not 
given it; for Origen is simply commenting on 
the fulfilment of Christ's words in Matt. xx. 23. 
The king of the Jews (Herod, who is named 
here because he is named in Acts xii.) had slain - 
one of the sons of Zebedee; ‘‘the king of the 
Romans" condemned the other. This latter fact 
“ tradition,” not Scripture, records ; and Origen 
thus contrasts (as well as by the last words, kal 
foue) the information imparted by the in- 
spired volume and that imparted by history. 

1 (17) ?^Iedvvgs thy "Acíav [cGAgxev] mpds obs 
kal diatplpas èv "Epéow TeAevrá. 

2 Hippolytus Thebanus (called **the younger 
Hippolytus") was a writer of Cent. x. or xi. 
Fabricius, in his edition of the works of St. 
Hippolytus, partly in the appendix to vol. i. and 
partly in vol. ii, has given fragments of the 
chronicle erroneously ascribed to the earlier 
writer. These fragments are collected by Gal- 
landius (Bibl. Vet. Patr., t. xiv. p. 106), and 
assigned to Hippolytus of Thebes, who seems 
to have drawn much of his information from 
Symeon Metaphrastes, a Byzantine writer, circ. 
A.D. 900. We there read :— 

(a) èBlwre 5& ó &yios *Iwdvyns ó Oeodd-yos 
péxpi Aomerlov [Aopueriavod| BaciXéos '"Popalcv, 
Ós èx rovtou elva Tov &mavra Ths (wis av’Tov 
xpóvov Séxa mpbs éxaróv.—4. c., p. 108. 

(P) "Iwdvyns 85 èv 'Aclg rò Aopetiavod ToU 
BaciXéws éEopigOels èv Ildrug TH vhow, èv 1j cal 
Tb eUayyéAiov cwveypdiaro, kal Thy &mokáAviw 
eedouro, éml Tpatavod ékoiwfj9n èv "Eéaq.—De 
xii, Apostolis, l. c., p. 117. See below, p. 433, 
note ?, 

3 ob [sez]. Nicolai] rovs ua0mràs évvBpiCov [so 
the Paris MS. reads] rò &yiov mvedua dia Tis 
amokadtwews lwdvvou rAeyXE. Soa 
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tion on his statue, we read that Hippoly- 
tus wrote * concerning the Gospel accor- 
ding to John and the Apocalypse” [óxip 
Tod karà Lwdvvyv ebo-yyeMov kai àxokaAoy- 
ews (St. Jerome, De Vir. JU. 61, says only 
de Apocalypsi)|: see above (p. 406) the 
testimony of Andreas! In his treatise 
also on Antichrist he repeatedly cites the 
Apocalypse as the work of St. John, “who 
when in the island of Patmos saw the 
Revelation” [otros yàp èv Hárpo rH výro 
àv åp &rokáAvyw (c. 34)] ; and he thus 
apostrophizes the author :—“ O blessed 
John, Apostle and Disciple of the Lord, 
what sawest thou and heardest thou con- 
cerning Babylon" [uakdpte "loávvg àzó- 
cToÀe kal pabyra tod Kupiov, ri el0es kal 
nKovoas rept BajgvAGvos (c. 36, p. 183 c. 
48, p. 23; C. 49, 1b., ed. Fabric.) In 
the remarks of Hippolytus on Daniel's 
Fourth Beast, Rev. xii. r is distinctly 
referred to (see Mai, Scriptt. Vett. Nova 
Coll, t. i, pars ii, p. 206, No. 19). 

Methodius (t A.D. 311), also mentioned 
by Andreas (see No. (1), note?, p. 406), 
brings us to the fourth century. He was 
Bishop of Lycia, and afterwards of Tyre. 
Quoting Rev. xx. 13, he speaks of the 
writer as the “ blessed John " (De Resur- 
rect., ed. Combefis. 1644, p. 326), and in 
his treatise Convivium decem Virginum (ap. 
Galland., t. iii. 677) he refers in a striking 
manner to Rev. xiv. 1-4, as written by 
* the Christ-inspired John." ? 

'The last authorities appealed to by 
Andreas (see No. (1), note ?, p. 406), in 
addition to Papias, Irenzeus, Methodius, 
and Hippolytus, are Gregory [Naz.] and 
Cyril [Alex.]. 

St. Gregory (f 390) applies to Christ, 
as being “assuredly spoken concerning 
the Son” [cadpds mepi rod Yiod Aeyópeva], 





1 ** Ebedjesu (Cent. xiv.), in his catalogue of 
ecclesiastical writers, tells us :—** Sanctus Hip- 
polytus martyr et Episcopus composuit , , .. 
capita adversus Caium; et apologiam pro 
Apocalypsi et Evangelio Joannis Apostoli et 
Evangeliste.”—ap. Assemani, Bil. Orient., 
vol. iii. P. i, p. 15. For some account of the 
recovery of fragments of this commentary on 
the Apocalypse, see Note B on Rey, xii. 3. 

2 jr, Dè kal 'ApxurapÜévos . . . . yéyovev 6 
Adyos évayOpemífjras . . . . 6 xpiordAnntos piv 
mapéornoev èv BiBAlo Ts "AmokaADyeos "Icdv- 
vus, Aéyev: Kal eldov, kal ibov TÒ "Apvíov, K. T. A. 
He also refers to Rev. xii. 1-6, ‘‘ kal $09 uévya 
onpciov èv TG ovpave” THV’ AmokdáAviw 6 "Ieáyygs 
ètnyovuevos Adve: (ib., "p. 716). 
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the words of Rev. i. 8, * Which is and 
which was, and which is to come, the AI- 
mighty” [xal 6 dv kal 6 jv, kai ó épyopevos, 
kai 6 zravrokpárop.— Orat. xxix. 17, t. i. p. 
536, ed. Par. 1778]; and he also quotes 
the Apocalypse, as being an authority of 
decisive weight, where he is speaking of 
“the Angels" who preside over churches. 
These statements, added to the testimony 
of Andreas and of Arethas (see No. (2), 
note!, p. 407), are sufficient to set aside 
the inference which has been deduced 
from the two poetical catalogues of the 
Canon of Scripture contained in the pub- 
lished editions of Gregory's works (of 
which catalogues the second is, perhaps 
wrongly, ascribed to Amphilochius of 
Iconium—see Smith's Dict. of Christ. 
Biogr. art. Gregory Naz.),—viz. that he 
did not receive the Apocalypse as in- 
spired Scripture.? 

St. Cyril Alex. (t A.D. 444) accepts the 
Apocalypse without any question? We 
may also compare the writings of St. 
Cyril’s contemporaries, Isidore of Pelu- 
sium (Ef. ii. 175, p. 208,—A€wv KéxAnrat 
6 Xpıorós : see also E. 1. 13, 188, pp. 4, 
56) ; and Nilus (Ze Orat. 75, 76, p. 494). 

In his list of writers who maintain 
the inspiration of the Apocalypse, Are- 
thas has added to the list of Andreas 
the name of St. Basil (t 378), Bishop 
of Cæsarea, and, therefore, another 
witness from Asia Minor. “The Holy 
Spirit,” writes St. Basil, * has spoken to us 


1 mpòs 5& robs éjecrGras ayyéAous* melOouat 
yup üXXovs AANS mpootareiy ékkAmoías, os 
"lwdvyns diddoner me Sid THs "AmokaADyews.— 
Orat. xlii. 9, 2 c., p. 755. 

? Note the bearing of this fact on the practice 
of the church in Asia Minor (see below, p. 425). 
A similar instance has been pointed out in the 
writings of St. Cyril of Jerusalem (t 386). In his 
Catechesis iv., 35, 36, he seems to exclude the 
Apocalypse from the Canon; and yet he is 
familiar with its language, which he uses for 
the purpose of spiritual instruction (although he 
does not name the Book itself), and which he 
quotes as prophetic. E.g. in baptism, he tells 
the catechumen, xataputetn eis Tbv vonroy 
mapd8eiov * AauBáveis. Üvoua Kouvdv (Rev. ii. 7, 
17),—Catech. i. 4, p. 18; and he connects with 
Daniel’s prediction of Antichrist the words of 
Rev. xvii. II,—4rb 8€ rày Séxa ToÝTwV ToUs petis 
tamewav mTdvTos Sti abrbs Üyboos BaciAevcet, 
— Catech. xv. 13, p. 230 (see Lücke, s. 630). 

3 He writes: 7d tis GmokaAbwews BiBAlov 
div ovvridels ó copds Iwdvyns, 6 kal rais Tov 
marépov reTinnta Whpos.—De Ador., vi., t. is 
p. 188. i 
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by the blessed John that ‘In the begin- 
ning was the Word," ; and then he 
adds: “But the Evangelist himself has 
shown us what is signified by such an 
expression as was, by saying “ Which is 
and which was, and the Almighty'"! 
(Rev. i. 8; xvi. 5). 

St. Ephreem Syrus—the chief Father 
of the Syrian Church, styled ** Propheta 
Syrorum "—wrote circ. A.D. 370. Al- 
though Ephræm specially made use of 
the Peschito version (Lengerke, de Ephr. 
Syri arte hermen, p. 8; Wiseman, Hor, 
Syr, p. 107) calling it “our transla- 
tion ;" and although the Peschito omits 
the Apocalypse, he nevertheless refers to 
the Apocalypse itself as he refers to any 
other part of Scripture, ascribing it to the 
Apostle John. Thus, in the Greek 
translation of his works (Opp. Grec., 
ed. Assem., Romse, 1743), Rev. xxi. 4, § 
is thus quoted : ‘‘ As we hear the Apostle 
saying" [ka0s axovouev ToU arorróňov 
Aéyovros, De sec. Adventu (t. ii., p. 248)] ; 
—a reference to Rev. xx. 11 is thus 

refaced: “As John shewed before” 
beatos "Iwavvys mpoedyAwoe, 1b., p. 252; 
cf. p. 214];—and of Rev. i. 7 we read: 
“As also John the Divine preached, 
saying, ‘ Behold he cometh’ ” [xaos xai 
"Ieávvgs ó Oeoddyos éxypve Aéyov: idod 
épxerat, ib., p. 194]. In the original 
Syriac (Bibl. Orient., t.i. p. 141) we read, 
as Assemani renders :—“In his Apoca- 
lypse John saw a great and wonderful 
Book written by God, sealed with Seven 
Seals” (Rev. v. 1); on which Assemani 
notes: “In this discourse the holy Doc- 
tor cites the Apocalypse of john asa 
canonical portion of Scripture which 
I have noted for this reason, that the 
judgment of the most ancient Syrians 


1 GAN abris Tiuty ó eùayyediorhs èv érépp Aóyo 
ToU Toi0bTOV Hy Tb onpawóuevov decker, eimáv, ô 
dy kal ó Fv kal ó wavroxpatwp.—Adv, Eunom., 
ii. 14, Opp., t. i. p. 249 ; and see 2^., p. 282. 

Lücke corrects an error of Wetstein and 
Michaelis as to a passage in the works of 
Basil’s brother, Gregory of Nyssa (f 395), who 
quotes for a hortatory purpose Rev. iii. I5. 
Gregory writes :—jKovoa Tov — eUonyyeAig ToU 
"Iwdvvov èv amoxpipots mpdos ToUs Toi )Tovs OU 
aivlywaros Aéyovros, k. T. A. Lücke points out 
that &mókpvoa here is equivalent to puorind or 
apopntixa (cf. Dion. Areop., De Eccl. Hier. iii. 
4), and by no means implies that Gregory re- 

arded the Apocalypse, in the modern sense of 
the word, as an * apocryphal" book, 
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concerning the authority of this Book 
might be manifest” (cf. t. ii. p. 332 C). 
Ephrem seems to have used an early 
Syriac translation of the New ‘Testament 
which contained the Apocalypse. ‘The 
Apocalypse is not contained in the 
Peschito,—the * simple" Syriac version 
of the New Testament, “of the most 
remote Christian antiquity" (Westcott, 
A &,p. 204).1 The inference, accord- 
ingly, is plain that Ephraem did not con- 
sider this omission any reason for not 
regarding the Book as inspired Scripture : 
and we are also to bear in mind, that, as 
has been already shown, the earliest 
teachers of the Church of Syria in the 
second century— Justin M. and Theo- 
philus of Antioch—acknowledged the 
Divine character of the Apocalypse. 
Although absent, however, from the re- 
cognized Syriac versions, a Syriac trans- 
lation of.the Book was published in 1627 
by Ludovicus de Dieu,? which scholars 
generally assign to the sixth century, and 
of which the superscription runs thus :— 
“The Revelation which was given 


1 Neither, apparently, was it contained in the 
Philoxenian version (A.D. 485-518), nor in the 
recension of this latter by Thomas of Harkel _ 
(A.D. 616). If, as Hug (£z. i. s. 307) maintains, 
Ephrem did not understand Greek, his refer- 
ences to the Apocalypse grove that there must 
have been anearly Syriac translation of that Book, 
see Smith's Christ. Biogr., art. Ephrem Syr. 
Hug quotes Sozomen (ZZ. E., ili. 16) ; Theodoret 
(H.E. iv. 29). 

2 Apocalypsis S. Johannis, ex Manuscripto 
exemplari e Bibliotheca clariss. viri Fos. Scali- 
geri deprompta, charactere Syro et LEbreo, 
cum versione Latina et notis, Lugd. Bat. 1627.. 
As to the omission of the Apocalypse from 
the earlier Syriac versions, Hug conjectures 
(Einl., i. s. 306) that it may have been originally 
omitted owing to the Millennarian controversy, 
or have been afterwards left out in Cent. iv. 
Walton would assign the Peschito to a period 
before the Apocalypse was written. Hengsten- 
berg makes the date to be the close of Cent. iii.. 
Liicke concludes that the Apocalypse was not 
received as canonical till after the Peschito 
version was made,—.e., at the end of Cent. ii.; 
but this, we have seen, is opposed to the whole 
current of early evidence. From-the fact that 
Manes, who died A.D. 277, acknowledged the 
Apocalypse (Lardner, Cred. of the Gosp. Jist., 
Works, iii. p. 404), it has been fairly concluded 
that the /acuna in the Peschito must have been 
filled up at'a very early date. As to the edition 
of De.Dieu, Dr. Tregelles (Zhe Greek Text of the 
Book of Rev., p. xxviii), thinks that, this Syriac 
version of the Revelation ‘‘may perhaps be 
assigned to the sixth century." pur. 
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-by God to the Evangelist John on the 
island of Patmos, upon which he was cast 
by Nero Casar."! See below, p. 433. 

This very distinct testimony of the 
leading Father of the Church in Asia 
Minor at the close of the fourth century, 
is to be set, as Dr. Westcott remarks, 
against any doubts which may then have 
existed in that region as to the canon- 
icity of the Apocalypse (see also the cases 
of Gregory Naz.and Cyril. Hieros., above, 
pP. 417). And Dr. Westcott concludes, as 
to Asia Minor, that ** the Apocalypse was 
recognized from thefirst as the work of the 
Apostle in the districts most intimately 
interested in its contents" (Z «., p. 340). 
. Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis in 
Cyprus (t A.D. 403), has no doubt 
whatever as to the Apocalypse (al- 
though his confused statements give rise 
to certain questions—see below, p. 432). 
Writing of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
he adds: ** Of the number of the holy 
prophets and the holy Apostles, the 
holy John also, through his Gospel and 
Epistles and Apocalypse, imparted from 
the same gift of the Holy One."? 

'The following statements, however, of 
this writer which place the banishment 
of the Apostle to Patmos in the reign 
of the Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-54), 
are remarkable :—St. John wrote his 
Gospel * after the ninetieth year of his 
age, after his return from Patmos, which 
took place in the reign of Claudius 
Caesar;" and then, referring to Rev. ii. 
20, he adds that the Apostle prophesied 
“in the times of Claudius Cæsar, when 
he was in the island of Patmos."? This 


1 (18) **Revelatio quz facta est Johanni 
Evangelistze a Deo in Patamon insula, in quam 
injectus fuit a Nerone Cesare.”—ag, Walton, 
Bibl. Polyglott., Lond. 1657. 

2 rà xaplopata....7d TMvetua Tò &yiov dinyh- 
caro’ of Te &yiot mpodiyrat kal of &yiot àmóa oA or 
v ofs kal ó &yios "Iodvvns 81a Tod eboyyyeAlov kal 
Tay ÉémiGTOARyV kal Tis &mrokaA veces èk TOU adTod 
xaploparos ToU aylov perabéBuke.— Jar. li. 35, 
La pa 4573 SL 20s 325 P: 455, ed. Petav., 
1622. 

3 (19) uerà črn évevfjcovra Tis éavro9 (ws, werd 
Thy avtod ard THs Tdrpov émdvoBov Thy emt KAav- 
bíov yevouevnv Kaloapos.—Her. li. 12, t. i. 
p.434. And again: abro) òè mpopnTeúravros èv 
Xpóvois KAavdlov Kaícapos &veráre, bre eis Tv 
Iléruov vicov jmtüptev.—J45., C. 33, p. 456 (cf. 
the notes of Petavius, vol. ii. pp. 90, 213) :— 
see below, p. 432. 
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statement of Epiphanius will be examined 
in a future page. 

St. Chrysostom's life unites the fourth 
and fifth centuries. His incidental re- 
ference to Rev. xxi. 19-21—to the foun- 
dations of the heavenly Jerusalem, to her 
gates of sapphire and of pearls [karaud- 
Owuev otv airs rà ÜcuéAua, Tas mvAas Tas 
ard campeipov kai papyapitav ovyKeype- 
vas, Prom. in Matt., Hom. i.|—proves 
his familiarity with the Book; a fact 
which Suidas ! confirms in his article on 
the word John: “Chrysostom moreover 
receives both his three Epistles, and the 
Apocalypse." 

The evidence of the Eastern Church 
may be fitly summed up by that of 
Eusebius :— 

Eusebius, to whom we are chiefly in- 
debted for our knowledge of the leading 
facts as to the Canon of the New Testa- 
ment, had collected from all quarters, 
and has preserved for us in his History, 
the tradition. of the Church from the 
earliest period respecting the Apocalypse. 
Although an ardent anti-chiliast, he 
records, with his usual fidelity, the evi- 
dence for the Apostolic authorship of 
the Book. At the same time he is care- 
ful to brmg together every doubt, and 
every suggestion of doubt, which had 
been put forward from the first (see below, 
$5, p. 438), promising to submit the whole 
question afterwards to a final criticism— 
a promise which he has not kept.? 

Eusebius, writes Hengstenberg (Z. ¢., 
vol ii 434), “clearly and distinctly 
recognizes the fact that the Book had 
the unanimous approval of antiquity, and 
that the external grounds were entirely 
on its side. He makes no attempt 
whatever to invalidate the importance of 


1 Sub voc. lwavyns,—déxeTat dt ó XpvaócoTouos 
kal ras emioroAds abtov Tpeis, kal Thy &rokáAviuv. 

2 Thus, having noticed (4. Æ., iii. 24), that 
the sentiments of many were in suspense (repi- 
éAkera) as to the Apocalypse, he adds,— 
duws ye phy èk Tis Tov &pxalev papruplas èv 
oikelp kupe thy emlkpiow déterar Kal abri. 
And again (iii. 25), when enumerating ‘the 
Scriptures confessedly Divine" (éuodoyovdmevat 
Octar ypapat), he adds,—ém) roúrois rakTéov, et 
ye paveln, Thy &mokáAviuiw "Iedvvov mepl fis TÈ 
Oótayra ‘Kara koupdy exOnoducda. And a little 
further: on, he thus contrasts the two opposite 
opinions :—éri Te, ds Éjmv, Ù "Ieávvov mokd- 
Avs, el pavein, hy wes, as pny, dBeTovaw, érepot 
Dè eyxpivover ois ÓLOANOYOVMÉVOLS.: . , 
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this testimony. . . He does not endea- 
vour by an authoritative declaration of 
his own to set aside what he cannot dis- 
prove. So long as the doubts based on 
internal grounds could not be success- 
fully disposed of . . . it was right to keep 
the question still open." The conjecture 
of Dionysius Alex. (see below, $ 5) is all 
that he can adduce against the Apostolic 
authorship of the Book ; and, even when 
doing so, he shows how little weight 
he can have attached to that conjec- 
ture. In his comment on the words of 
Papias already cited (see No. (5), note !, 
p. 408), Eusebius dissents from Irenæus 
by doubting whether Papias was “a 
hearer of John" the Apostle ; and he also 
argues that Papias speaks of “two Johns,” 
—the former of whom he [Papias] classes 
with Peter, James, Matthew, and. the 
rest of the Apostles, clearly indicating 
the Evangelist [cadas dnA@v tov ebwy- 
yeMorýv]; while he places the other 
outside the number of the Apostles, 
ranking Aristion above him, and distinctly 
calling him a “presbyter” [cadpds re 
airóv mpexBirepov óvopáte]. ‘Then, fol- 
lowing Dionysius of Alexandria, Euse- 
bius refers to the account of *the two 
graves" at Ephesus, * each of which is 
still said to be that of ‘ John ;" and he 
concludes that it was the second John 
— unless, indeed, one should prefer 
the first,"—who beheld the Vision 
* which bears the name of the Apo- 
calypse of John" :!—see below, p. 441. 
Dean Alford's remarks on this ques- 
tion (Prolegg., p. 215) are perfectly just : 
* Certainly," he writes, * Lücke is wrong 
in his very strong denunciations of 
Hengstenberg for describing Eusebius 
as studiously leaving the question open. 
For what else is it when he numbers the 
Book on one side among the undoubted 
Scriptures with an e dave [*if it 
should seem so"], and then on the 
other among the spurious writings with 
an ei gave also: while at the very 


1 (20) ås kal 51a Toúrwv mobelkvvaOcn Thy 
ioroplay &And} ràv úo karà Thy ' Aclav duovuula 
kexproda elpnkórav, dio Te èv 'Edéoq yeverdat 
pyhpara kal Exdrepov "Imáyvov ert viv Aéyeotac 
ois kal dvorykatov mpocéxew Tov vody. eikds yap 
TOv debrepoy, ei wh Tis BÉAL THY mpürov, Thy èT? 
óvóueros pepopévny 'leávvov àmokdAvjuv éwpa- 


&évat, —H. E., ili. 39. See below, p. 440. 
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moment of endorsing Dionysius's con- 
jecture that the second John saw its 
Visions, he interposes e pý tis ėĝéot 
tov mparov” [“ unless one should prefer 
the first "]. 

That a writer of the anti-chiliastic 
leanings of Eusebius should have gone 
no farther than this, and should have 
withheld the criticism which he pro- 
mised, is of itself no slight intimation as 
to his real opinion: but what places the 
matter beyond question is the unhesitat- 
ing manner in which, in his other writings, 
he cites the Apocalypse as Holy Scrip- 
ture, and places it among the ** Homo- 
logumena." Thus, in his Demonstr. Evan- 
gelica (viii. 2, ed. Gaisford, t. ii. p. 769), 
he quotes Rev. v. 5, and there finds proof 
that the Lord had not come to seal up 
the prophetic Visions, inasmuch as He 
had unveiled for His disciples the darkest 
predictions ;1— * Whence he saith,” Be- 
hold the Lion of the Tribe of Judah hath 
conquered, according to the Revelation of 
John” [96ev ðo $xow “ évixnoev 6 Aéov 
èk puis 'IoVóa" . . . . karà THY azrokáXvyw 
"Ioávvov].! 

Dr. S. Davidson, too, has written with 
equal justice of Eusebius: * We cannot 
believe with Lücke that the reason of ~ 
his hesitation lay in the want of sure his- 
torical grounds; it was mainly founded 
on doctrinal views." —Zntrod., 1848, vol. 


iii. p. 547. 


$ 2.—b. External Evidence (continued). 


THE WESTERN CHURCH:— _ 

The well known document known as 
“The Muratorian Fragment,” claiming to 
have been written by a contemporary of 
Pius, bishop of Rome, cannot be assigned 
to a date much later than the year, 
170;—for the episcopate of Pius is 
variously placed A.D. 127-142, and A.D. 
142-157 (see Credner, Zur Gesch. des 
Kanons,s.84). It may be regarded asa 
summary of the decision of the Western 


! In his ‘Life of Constantine’ (iii. 33), he 
borrows from the Apocalypse the idea of the 
New Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. 2), which was an- 
nounced ù mpoQwqrikQv Oeomopudtwy. In the 
Ecloge Prophetice (iv. 8, ed. Gaisford. p. 187) 
we read: érá(wv ydp éoTi Kapdias kal veppovs 
(Rev. ii. 23); and also (Z5, c. 30, p. 228): dud 
kal karà Tov 'lodvvqv, aidviov evayyédtov [Rev. 
xiv. 6] éop&ta: Tò Tod XpirToU ebaryyéAcor, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Church as to the Canon, shortly after 
the middle of the second century. Its 
testimony to the Apocalypse is as fol- 
lows:—* The blessed Apostle Paul him- 
self following the order of his prede- 
cessor! John, writes to seven churches 
only by name in this order . . . . 
For John also, in the Apocalypse, thoug! 
he writes to Seven Churches, neverthe- 
less speaks to all.? 

It may be added that, according to 
this document, the church of Rome, in 
the second century, while accepting the 
* Revelation of John," refused to read 
* the revelation according to Peter." 3 

If the *Muratorian Fragment" was 
written, as Bunsen ( 4zaZecta Ante-Nicena, 
i p. r26) conjectured, by Hegesippus 
(A.D. 170), an important zame is added 
to our list of witnesses, and one of the 
doubts to be considered below is set 
aside (see $ 6, p. 446).* 

Evidence of a similar nature is sup- 
plied by the celebrated Codex Claro- 
montanus (D), a Graco-Latin copy of 
the Pauline Epistles, which, immediately 
before the Epistle to the Hebrews, gives 
a Latin catalogue of the Books of the 
New Testament, and of the number of 
their oriyou, or versus. We there read, 
that *John's Revelation contains 1200 
verses," “ johannis revelatio icc" [1200]. 
According to Dr. Westcott (4 ¢, p. 25) 
this catalogue is of African origin, and 
of about the third century (‘‘ certe seculo 
quarto antiquiorem ") :— see also the 
Prolegomena to Tischendorf’s edition of 


1 This expression, ‘‘ predecessor,” as Credner 
has pointed out, means simply that St. John 
was an Apostle before St. Paul:—cf. Gal. i. 17 
(4. ¢., s. 86). 

2 * Cum ipse beatus Apostolus Paulus, se- 
quens praedecessoris sui Johannis ordinem, non- 
nisi nominatim septem ecclesiis scribat ordine 
tali .... Et Iohannes enim in Apocalypsi, licet 
Septem Ecclesiis scribat, tamen omnibus dicit." 
§ 6 (ap. Credner, Z.c., s. 76 ; Routh, Zc., i. p. 
sep Quam quidam ex nostris legi in ecclesia 
nolunt," z5., § 10. Muratori notes: ‘‘ Euse- 
bius (iii. 25) apocalypsim Petri inter dubios 
quidem libros recenset, non tamen abjicit veluti 
hzereticorum foetum” (aż. Routh, Z. c., p. 426). 

* Mr. Donaldson's objection to this conclu- 
sion is that ‘‘if it had been a part of the work 
of Hegesippus, Eusebius would, in all proba- 
bility, have quoted it.”—Christian Literature, 
lil, p.210; 
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this Codex (Lipsiz, 1852) ; Scrivener, 
Intr. to New Test. Criticism, 2nd ed., 
p. 151. "This manuscript (D), which is 
to be dated from Cent. vi., “is of great 
value as a Western witness" (Bleek, 
/ntrod., ii. p. 324). 

Dr. Westcott has brought forward from 
a still earlier period evidence of much 
weight. The history of the Old Latin 
Version (Vetus Latina), he observes, can- 
not be traced before the time of Tertul- 
lian. Lachmann shows that in the Latin 
translation of Irenæus the scriptural 
quotations were taken from the recen- 
sion of the Vetus Latina (Nov. Test., 
Pref. p. x):—“In other words, the 
Vetus Latina is recognized in the first 
Latin literature of the Church. .... 
The beginning of Tertullian’s literary 
activity cannot be placed later than 
circ, 190 A.D.; and we shall thus ob- 
tain [we cannot allow less than twenty 
years for its publication and spread] the 
date A.D. 170, as that before which the 
Version must have been made. . . Ter- 
tullian and the translator of Irenæus 
(see v. 35, 2) represent respectively, 
I believe, the original African and 
Gallic recensions of the Vetus Latina” 
(Z c, P. 233). “The Canon of the old 
Latin Version coincided, I believe, 
exactly with that of the Muratorian 
Fragment " (2d. p. 234). 

There is no doubt, observes Lücke 
(s. 577), that the Apocalypse was re- 
garded by the Montanists (A.D. 140) as 
the work of the Apostle John (see p. 411, 
note ?) ; and Tertullian (A.D. 160-240), 
who may be taken as their representative, 
quotes .or alludes to almost every chap- 
ter of the Book :—e. g. comparing St. 
(Paul (r Cor. v. 9-13) and St. John 
(Rev. ii. 18-22), he calls them both 
Apostles who enjoy *an equal share of 
the Holy Spirit" [‘‘zequalitatem Spiritus 
Sancti,” De Pudic. 19|;—and again: 
“ The Apostle John in the Apocalypse 
describes the two-edged sword proceed- 
ing out of the mouth of God” [Nam 
et Apostolus Joannes in Apocalypsi 
ensem describit ex ore Dei prodeuntem, 
bis acutum," &c. Adv. Marc. iii. 14] ;— 
* Ezekiel knew, and the Apostle John 
saw the Heavenly City” [Ccelestem civi- 
tatem et Ezekiel novit, et Apostolus 
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Joannes vidit" zd, c. 24]. See the 
numerous citations in Rónsch, Das Neue 
Testament Tertullians, p. 530, &c. 

There is no trace, however, of Tertul- 
lian having first learned to know or value 
the Apocalypse through his association 
with the Montanists ; his testimony is the 
testimony of his church, “an inheritance, 
not a deduction " (Westcott, p. 233). If, 
he writes (Adv. Marc. iv. 5), “ that is 
acknowledged to be more true which is 
more ancient, that more ancient which 
is even from the beginning, that from the 
beginning which is from the Apostles ; 
it will in like manner assuredly be 
acknowledged that that has. been derived 
by tradition from the Apostles which 
has been preserved inviolate in the 
churches of the Apostles.” And having 
referred to the churches founded by St. 
Peter and St. Paul, he adds: * We have 
also the churches nurtured by John: for 
although Marcion rejects his Apocalypse, 
nevertheless the Succession of bishops, 
if traced to its source, will rest on the 
authority of John."! As to St. John’s 
personal history, we have the well-known 
statement :— 

* If you are able to proceed to Asia, 
you have Ephesus: if you are in the 
neighbourhood of Italy, you have Rome, 
. . . Where the Apostle John, after he 
came forth without hurt from the caldron 
of burning oil was banished to the 
island."? And further, having spoken 
of the persecution under Nero,? he tells 


1 *IIgbemus et Joannis alumnas ecclesias. 
Nam etsi Apocalypsim ejus Marcion respuit, 
ordo tamen episcoporum ad originem recensus 
in Joannem stabit auctorem." 

? (21) **Si potes in Asiam tendere, habes 
Ephesum: si autem Italie adjaces, habes 
Romam, ... ubi Apostolus Joannes, postea- 
quam in oleum igneum demersus nihil passus 
est, in insulam relegatur.”—De Prescr. Her. 36. 

Renan (/.c., p. 198) is disposed to accept 
this statement of Tertullian. 

3 (22) ** Reperietis primum Neronem in hanc 
sectam tum maxime Rome orientem, Cæsar- 
iano gladio ferocisse . . . ‘‘ Temptaverat et 
Domitianus, portio Neronis de crudelitate, sed 
qua et homo, facile coeptum repressit, restitutis 
etiam quos relegaverat.” Apol,—c. 5. Here 
Oehler notes that the words ** et homo " signify 
that, in comparison with Nero (** bellua"), 
Domitian had some feelings of humanity. On 
the other hand Valesius notes on this passage : 
** Ait Tertullianus, post Neronem qui primus 
$eviit in Christianos, Domitianum quoque, 
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how the persecution of Domitian? came 
to an end; on which, as other writers 
state, St. John returned to Ephesus. 

St. Cyprian (A.D. 250) knows no distinc- 
tion between the canonical authority of 
the Gospels and of the Apocalypse :—e. g. 
*'The Lord awakens us by the trumpet 
of His Gospel, saying ‘He that loveth 
father or mother more than Me,’ &c. ; 
and * To him that overcometh will I give 
to sit upon My throne’” (Matt. x. 37 ; 
Rev. iii. 21).? 

Victorinus, bishop of Pettau in Pan- 
nonia (who suffered as a martyr under 
Diocletian, A.D. 303), wrote, towards the 
close of the third century, his comment- 
ary on the Apocalypse—the earliest now 
extant? He naturally paid attention to 
the leading facts in the life of the author 
of the Book on which he commented ; 
and accordingly (writing on Rev. x. 11) 
he gives the information which we might 
expect :— 

“This he says, because, when John 
saw these things, he was in the island of 
Pathmos, condemned to the mines by the 


upote alterum Neronem, idem tentavisse: sed 
ut homines levi ac mobili sunt ingenio, cito ab 
incepto destitisse.” 


Here there are various readings for the word 
& portio,” viz. **przenomine,"— **pro nomine,"— 
**praeemonitu ;" øortio, however, is supported 
by the uépos àv rijs ToU Népevos ouórmros of the 
version of these words given by Eusebius 
(iii. 20). See below, p. 431. 

1 Hegesippus (ag. Euseb. zdzd.) writes that 
Domitian ordered katamaioa 8$ da mpoordy- 
paros Toy KaTd THs ékkAmoias diwyudy,—words 
which seem to confirm the statement that the 
cessation of this persecution was commanded by 
Domitian himself :—but see below, on Victor- 
inus, No. (23) ; see also p. 430. 

2 «Tuba Evangelii sui nos excitat Dominus 
dicens, ‘Qui plus diligit patrem, &c. .... 
et * Vincenti dabo sederesuper thronum meum'— 
Ep. xxvi. 4. On Rev. xxii. 9 he writes: “Et 
in Apocalypsi angelus Joanni volenti adorare, 
se resistit et dicit, * Vide ne feceris, quia con- 
servus, &c."— De Bono Patientia, c. 25. Again, 
on ch. xvii. 15: ** Aquas namque populos signi- 
ficare in Apocalypsi Scriptura Divina declarat 
dicens, &c."—.Z. lxiii. 12. Enumerating the 
places where the number sevez occurs, St. 
Cyprian writes: **Et in Apocalypsi Dominus 
mandata sua Divina et preecepta Ccelestia ad 
Septem Ecclesias et eorum Angelis scribit."— 
Zo CALI 

3 The commentary of Victorinus, as is well 
known, has been interpolated to a considerable 
extent ; but there is no reason whatever for not 
accepting the passages here quoted as genuine. 


INTRODUCTION. 


‘Cesar Domitian. There, accordingly, 
he beheld the Apocalypse. And when 
‘now, an older man, he supposed that he, 
by reason of his suffering (?), would re- 
ceive his recall—Domitian being put to 
death, all his [Domitian’s] judicial sen- 
tences were cancelled. And John, 
released from the mines, afterwards 
handed down as follows this same Apo- 
calypse which he had received from 
God.” + 

And, again, commenting on Rey. xvii. 
9, 10 :— 

* [t is proper that the time should be 
understood at which the written Apoca- 
lypse was put forth: since Domitian 
was then Caesar; but before him there 
had been his brother Titus, and Vespa- 
sian, Otho, Vitellius, and Galba. These 
are the ‘five’ who have ‘fallen: ‘The 
one is, under whom the Apocalypse was 
written, namely Domitian. ‘ Zhe other 
[who] zs not yet come,’ means Nerva: ‘and 
when he cometh, he must continue a little 
while, for he has not completed the 
space of two years.” ? 

This latter passage has manifestly sug- 
gested the rationalistic exposition of the 
Apocalypse. See the note on Rev. xvii. 
IO. 

Victorinus elsewhere, when referring to 
the mention of the twenty-four Elders 
(Rev. iv. 4), thus names the author: 
“ They are called Elders in the Apoca- 
lypse of the Apostle and. Evangelist 
john" [* Quos in Apocalypsi Joannis 
Apostoli et Evangelistae Seniores vocat," 
&c.], —2e Fabric Mundt, l. t.y p. 51: 
see also Routh, Z c., ili. p. 455, &c., for 


1 (23) ** Hoc dicit, propterea quod quando 
hzc Joannes vidit, erat in insula Pathmos in 
metallo damnatus a Domitiano Ceesare. Ibi 
ergo vidit Apocalypsin. Et cum jam senior 
putaret se per passionem accepturum recep- 
tionem,—interfecto Domitiano omnia judicia ejus 
soluta sunt. Et Joannes de metallo dimissus, 
sic postea tradidit hanc eandem quam acceperat 
a Deo Apocalypsin " (af. Galland., Bibl, Patr., 
iv. 59). Cf. p. 415, note *, No. (15). 

2? (24) *'Intelligi oportet tempus quo scripta 
Apocalypsis edita est : quoniam tunc erat Caesar 
Domitianus ; ante illum autem fuerat Titus 
frater illius, et Vespasianus, Otho, Vitellius et 
Galba. Isti sunt guingue, qui ceciderunt, Unus 
exstat, sub quo scripta est Apocalypsis, Domi- 
tianus scilicet. Alius nondum venit, Nervam 
dicit : e£ cum venerit, brevi tempore erit, bien- 
nium enim non implevit " (72., p. 61). 
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the numerous references to the Apoca- 
lypse in this same treatise. e 


Dom Pitra (Spicilegium Solesmense, 
vol. i.) would assign to A.D, 220-250 an 
African bishop, Commodianus, of whon 
mention is first made by Gennadius ot 
Marseilles, A.D. 495 (af. Hieron., Of. 
i. 949). In a work by Commodianus 
entitled “ Zzsfructiones adv, | Gentium 
Deos”! (ap. Galland., t. iii. p. 621), as 
well as in his “ Carmen Apologeticum,” 
first published by Dom Pitra (4 c., p. 20), 
the Apocalypse is frequently referred to, 
and Nero is taken to be Antichrist. The 
teferences, however, in this latter treatise, 
to the capture of Rome by the Goths, 
render it necessaryto place the date of the 
writer after the year 410.? The value of 
this.Commodianus, therefore, as a witness 
is inconsiderable ; if we except this early 
(whatever be the date) identification of 
Nero with Antichrist. 

Lactantius (A.D. 320)*quotes no: Book 
of the New Testament by name, with 
the exception of St.. John's. Gospel and 
the Apocalypse. E.g.: ““AsJohn teaches 
in the Revelation” [^ sicut docet Joannes 
in Revelatione.”|,— Ef. 42. 

The evidence of St. Hilary of Poictiers 
(t 368), of St. Didymus (T 394), of St. 
Ambrose (f 397), and of St. Augustine 
(f 430) is to the same effect :—' The 
Apocalypse is the genuine composition 
of the Apostle and Evangelist St. John.’ 
Dr. S. Davidson justly observes : ** The 
historical tradition relative to the Apoca- 


1 « In septem annis tremebit undique terra, 
Sed medium tempus Helias, medium Nero 
tenebit, 
Tunc Babylon meretrix incinefacta favilla, 
Inde ad Jerusalem perget, victorque Latinus 
Tunc dicet : Ego sum Christus quem semper 
oratis." 
(See Galland., Z c. p. 635, vv. 620-625). 
The word ‘‘Latinus” refers to the interpreta- 
tion given by Irenæus (v. 25) of the number 666, 
Rev. xiii, 18. 
2 E.g. He thus refers to Rev. ix. II; xi. I3; 
xvii. IO, II: 
. . . ** Gothis inrumpentibus amnem, 
Rex Apolion erit cum ipsis . . . . 
Pergit ad Romam . . .. 
Exsurgit interea sub ipso tempore Cyrus, . . . . 
Ex infero redit, qui fuerat regno preereptus, 
Et diu servatus, cum pristino corpore notus. 
Dicimus hunc autem Neronem esse vetustum . . . . 


... . Decima pars corruit urbis 


Et pereunt ibi homines septem millia plena." 
(p.43, vv. 803-853.) 


«sexagesimo octavo anno dormierit . 
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lypse seems to have been interrupted by 
doctrinal views alone; “had no Mon- 
tanism or Millennarianism appeared, we 
should have heard of no voice raised 
against John’s authorship.”  (Zm£rod. fo 
the Study of the N. T., 1868, vol. i. p. 
319.) 

From every quarter, indeed, the testi- 
mony of the early Latin Fathers to the 
Apostolic authority of the Apocalypse 
is decided and unanimous,—testimony 
which may be summed up in the follow- 
ing statements of St. Jerome (A.D. 330— 
420) :— 

“And yet John, one of the Disciples, 
who is said to have been the youngest 
among the Apostles, and whom the faith 
of Christ had found a virgin, remained 
a virgin... . But that we may know 
that John was then a boy, the ecclesias- 
tical histories most clearly inform us 
that he lived until the reign of Trajan, 
that is, that the Prophet fell asleep in 
the sixty-eighth year after the Lord’s 
Passion ; for in the island of Pathmos, 
in which he had been banished for the 
testimony of the Lord, by the Emperor 
Domitian, he beheld the Apocalypse 
containing the infinite mysteries of future 
things.” ! 

And more expressly still :— 

* In the fourteenth year, when Domi- 
tian stirred up a second persecution 
after Nero, [John], banished to the 
island of Patmos, wrote the Apocalypse 
which Justin Martyr and Irenzus inter- 
pret But when Domitian was put to 
death, and his acts were rescinded.by 
the Senate on account of their too great 
cruelty, under the reign of Nerva [John] 
returned to Ephesus, and abiding there 
until the reign of Trajan, he founded 
and governed all the churches of Asia; 
and dying in the sixty-eighth year after 


1 (25) ** Et tamen Joannes,unus ex Discipulis, 
qui minimus traditur fuisse inter Apostolos, et 
quem fides Christi virginem repererat, virgo 
permansit.. . .. Ut autem sciamus Joannem 
tunc fuisse puerum, manifestissime docent Ec- 
clesiasticae Historie, quod usque ad Trajani 
vixerit imperium, id est, post passionem Domini 
Pro- 
pheta; vidit enim in Pathmos insula, in qua 
fuerat a Domitiano principe ob Domini mar- 
ityrium relegatus, Apocalypsin, infinita futu- 
"rorum mysteria continentem," — 44v. Fovinian., 
i. 26, t. ii. p. 280, 
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the Lord's Passion exhausted by old 
age, he is buried near the same city." ! 

And thus, St. Jerome, whose researches 
as to the text of Scripture, and labours 
in correcting its translation had been 
undertaken at the desire of Pope Da- 
masus,—speaks for the whole Western 
Church; and his conclusion as to the 
Apocalypse is supported by the inde- 
pendent testimony of St. Augustine.? 
Wherever Latin was spoken, the au- 
thority of the Apocalypse was recog- 
nized. 


§ 3. Zhe Canon of the New Testament. 


When we proceed to combine the 
external evidence which all parts of the 
primitive Church have contributed to 
the Apocalypse, it is to be borne in mind 
that, as in the case of the other Scrip- 
tures, the fact of the acceptance of any 
Book of the New Testament as canonical 
is to be determined rather by the con- 
sentient testimony of different writers to 
its authorship, and divine character,— 
and the consequent assent to both of the 
whole Christian community,—than by 
any formal.decision of the Church on the 
subject. The Apocalypse, it has been 
already pointed out, is contained in the 
* Muratarian Fragment,” and in the Ver- 
sion known as the “Vetus Ztala,” as well 
as in the catalogue inserted in the Codex 
Claromontanus,(see above, p. 421). We 
have also seen that the evidence of St. 
Ephrem Syrus, who represents Asia 
Minor in the fourth century, counter- 
balances any unfavourable inference 


^ (26) -** Quartodecimo anno secundam post 
Neronem persecutionem movente Domitiano, i in 
Patmes insulam relegatus [Joannes] scripsit 
Apocalypsin quam interpretatur Justinus Martyr 
et lreneus.  Interfecto autem Domitiano et 
actis ejus ob nimiam crudelitatem a Senatu 
rescissis, sub Nerva principe rediit Ephesum, 
ibique usque ad Trajanum principem perseve- 
rans, totas Asi fundavit.rexitque ecclesias, et 
confectus senio sexagesimo octavo post pas- 
sionem Domini anno mortuus, juxta eandem 
urbem sepultus est."— De Vir. Jl, c. 9. See 
pP. 422-3, No. (22), and No. (23). 

? Dr. Westcott (Oz the Canon, 3rd ed., 

p. 423) notes that St. Augustine ‘ alludes only 
once, as far as I know, to the doubts about the 
Apocalypse” :—'* Et si forte tu qui ista [Pela 
gii] sapis hanc scripturam [Apoc. xi. 3-12] non 
accepisti; aut si accipis contemnis ... + 
(Serm. 299). 
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from the absence of the Book from the 
Peschito. We have likewise seen thatat 
Alexandria, Origen, at the beginning of 
the third century, was ignorant of any 
question or doubt raised, before his time, 
as to the Apocalypse ; and, after doubts 
had been raised during the course of the 
century (see below), we are nevertheless 
given in the famous catalogue set forth 
by St. Athanasius (f 373), the ancient 
Canon of the Alexandrine Church. In 
the authoritative document known as his 
Festal Epistle (Opp.,t. i. p. 767, ed. Benj), 
to his enumeration of the four Gospels, 
the Acts, fourteen Pauline, and seven 
Catholic Epistles, Athanasius adds: 
* And, again, the Apocalypse of John. 
These are the fountains of salvation” 
[kai rá "Iodvvov dzokáAvjis* roXro. myyat 
TOU Twrnpiov].> 

If it be objected that the synod of 
Laodicea (cv. 350) does not include 
the Apocalypse in its catalogue of the 
Books of the Old and New Testaments, 
the reply is obvious,—even were this 
catalogue authentic,—that those Books 
only are there set forth which were pub- 
ficly read during Divine worship [dca 


! St. Athanasius repeatedly quotes the Apo- 
calypse :—e.g. kal èv dmoxaddWer Tábe Aéyei, 
6 àv kai ó Hv, kal ó épxóuevos (ch. i. 8).—Orat. 
DEC E VETT) ty d. D. 3275 CE 20., IVa 20; 
p- 506; Z2. ii. ad Serap., c. 2, p. 547. 

? Canon 60, in the printed editions of the 
canons of this Council, consists of a catalogue 
of nearly all the Books of Scripture. Canon 
59 forbids the public reading in churches of 
** psalms composed by private persons or of un- 
canonical books. The canonical Books only 
of the Old and New Testaments are to be 
read." There are very cogent reasons for be- 
lieving that the catalogue of canon 60 was 
subsequently added, by an unknown hand, as 
the natural sequel of canon 59. This catalogue 
does not appear in the early Greek MSS. The 
printed editions which contain it are based, as 
Dr. Westcott points out, on MSS., with com- 
mentators’ scholia, not earlier than the latter part 
of Cent. xii. ; while the earliest MS. which gives 
the mere text, and which is dated early in Cent. 
xi., omits the canon. The evidence of the Latin 
versions of the Laodicean canons is nearly 
balanced ; but the Syriac MSS., in the British 
Museum, of Cent. vi. or vii, contain canon 
59, but without any catalogue added :—** On 
the whole," writes Dr. Westcott, ‘‘it cannot 
be doubted that external evidence is decidedly 
against the authenticity of the catalogue as 
an integral part of the text of the canons of 
: Laodicea.”—Ox the Canon, 3rd ed., p. 405 ; cf. 
Hefele, Zc., s. 749 ff. 
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8€ — BiBria dvaywóokechðar—Can. 59 
(60); see Hefele, Concilien-Gesch., i. 
s. 749] It is well known that it was 
not unusual to abstain from the public 
reading of the Apocalypse,} partly on ac- 
count of its mysterious obscurity, as in 
the case of the Book of Ezekiel,—and 
partly from the use made of the Book in 
the chiliastic controversy. That anti- 
chiliasts (e.g. Origen and Clemens Al. ; 
see above, note ?, p. 411) should have 
upheld the Apocalypse as warmly as de- 
cided chiliasts (e.g. Tertullian),—is one 
of the clearest proofs of the strength of 
the evidence in its favour. The con- 
clusions:of Eusebius in his History illus- 
trate this result :—see above, p. 420. 
Coming down to the sixth century, 
Junilius, an African bishop (A.D. 550, 


ap. Galland., xii. 79, &c.), had heard 


from Paulus, a Persian of the School 
of Nisibis, that doubts had now begun 
to be entertained in the East on the 
subject of the Apocalypse [“ De Joannis 
Apocalypsi apud Orientales admodum 
dubitatur”]. At this very period, how- 
ever, in the West, his friend Primasius 
as well as Cassiodorus expound the 
Book as Apostolic and Canonical. In 
the seventh century St. Isidore? of Seville 
+ 636), who mentions the doubts en- 
tertained in his day as to other Books 
of the New Testament, says not a word 
of any doubts as to the Apocalypse. 
The fourth Council of Toledo, too, at 
this same period (A.D. 633), in its seven- 
teenth canon, directs that the Apo- 
calypse, in consequence of certain doubts 
as to the authority of the Book, should 
be preached on in the Church between 
Easter and Pentecost; pointing, as Dean 
Alford thinks (Prolegg., p. 217), to the 
modern Orientals only, as Junilius had 
done. 

.It has been mentioned above that 
the catalogue ascribed to the synod of 
Laodicea does not place the Apocalypse 
among the Books publicly read in the 


! Lücke (s. 361) suggests that this was the 
practice of Asia Minor at the close of Cent. iv. 
See the remarks on Gregory Naz, and Cyril of 
Jerus., in note ?, p. 417. 

? See Primasius, /rol., in Comment., ap. 
Migne, Patrolog., t. 68, p. 794 ; Cassiodorus, 
Complex. in Apoc., ap. Migne, Zc., t. 70, p. 1406 ; 
St. Isidore, De Officiis Eccl, Opp. t. vi. p. 374. 
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services of the Church; and to this 
it should be added that neither does 
the last of the “ Apostolical Canons” 
(which includes the Gospel and the three 
Epistles of St. John) enumerate the Apo- 
calypse among the Books to be counted 
sacred. Nevertheless the **Quinisext 
Council” (* In Trullo,” A.D. 692), which 
accepts both the “Apostolical Canons” 
and the canons.of Laodicea, accepts at 
the same time in its second canon the 
decisions of the African synods (Concil, 


Carthag., A.D. 398, and A.D. 419) which : 


distinctly include the Apocalypse as 
the composition of the Apostle John.' 


$ 4. When and where was the Revela- 
tion written ¢ 


The evidence which has been already 
given exhibits how clearly the Church, 
from the very first, has recognized in the 
person who wrote “I John .... was in 
the isle thatis called Patmos” (Rev. i..9); 
the Apostle who in his Gospel describes 
himself as “one of His disciples whom 
Jesus loved” (John xiii. 23; cf. xix. 26 ; 
xxi 7, 20). We have next to inquire 
when and where the Apocalypse was 
written ; and how far the intimations of 
the New Testament as to St. John’s 
career correspond with what history tells 


1 Thus we read (Can. xxiv.): “Sunt autem 
canonice Scripturee, id est, Genesis . . . Jude 
Apostoli, liber i. ; Apocalypsis Joannis Apostoli, 
liber i.” ; and in the Greek text adopted by the 
Trullan Council,—eiol 3& ai kavovikal ypapal 
Tor čorw yévecis....lovda &mocTÓAov ular 
drordAulis *lwdvvov BiBAos ula (ap. Justell. Bibl. 
Jur. Can, i. p. 343). See Mansi, iii..891.; 
and cf. Lücke, /. c., s. 648. 

2 The author of Supernatural Religion writes : 
** We have no reason whatever, except the as- 
surance of the author himself, to believe that 
Jesus especially loved any disciple, and much 
less John the son of Zebedee."—vol. ii. p. 431. 
This allegation seems to be borrowed from 
Scholten (Der Ap. Johannes in Kleinasien, 
s. 89 ff.), who, relying altogether on the fact that 
St. John does not name himself in his Gospel, at- 
tempts to prove that ‘‘the disciple whom Jesus 
loved? was not the Apostle John, but ‘‘an 
ideal personage” (** eine ideale Persönlichkeit,” 
s. I10),—'' no definite historical person ;” and 
that the fourth Gospel, which is to be distin- 
guished from the Jewish Gospel of Matthew, 
the Petrine of Mark, the Pauline of Luke, is 
elevated above all the tendencies of the time. 
On this conjecture, Renan (L’Antechrist, p. 
568) observes: ‘‘Il m'est tout à fait impossible 
d'admettre cette opinion." 
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us as to the time and the place. The lat- 
ter of these inquiries comes first in order. 

I. In three of the passages just cited 
from St. John's Gospel, St. John's name 
is connected with that of St. Peter. He 
is also St. Peter's; companion wherever 
he is spoken of in the Acts (ch. iii., iv., 
viii); and from the Acts we infer that 
he continued at Jerusalem for some time 
after the Lord's Ascension. He seems 
to have remained there for several years 
after his return from his mission to 
Samaria (Acts viii. 25), engaged in visit- 
ing, in like manner, the neighbouring 
churches. Thus, when St. Paul, three 
years after his Conversion, came back to 
Jerusalem, St. John is not there (Gal. 
i 18, 19),—he is, doubtless, absent on 
one of these visits. We do not find any 
further mention of his name until St. Paul 
“fourteen years» after went up again to 
Jerusalem” (Gal: ii. 1), when we read of 
the assembling of the Apostles in Council 
(Acts xv.), where James “the Just” pre- 
sided as Bishop of Jerusalem. (see Hege- 
sippus, a. Euseb., ii. 23). Even here, 
had we not the incidental mention of St. 
John’s name in Gal. ii. 9, we should not 
have suspected that, together with “ Ce- 
phas" and-James “the Lord's brother,” 
he occupied a position of personal autho- 
rity in the Church. Hence, it is by no 
means certain that he was not still in 
Jerusalem at the time of St. Paul's last 
journey thither, A.D. 58 (Acts xxi 17, 
&c.): indeed, it is probable that, as 
long as Jerusalem was. the centre of 
the Judeo-Christian Church, it was 
the: rule that some one, at least, of the 
Apostles—doubtless one of * the pillars " 
(Gal. ii. 9)—should remain there ;* and 
that St. John continued so to reside until 


1 See the statement.of Apollonius quoted above 
(note?, No. (9), p. 411) that our Lord had com- 
manded the Apostles to.remain for twelve years 
in Jerusalem, Clemens Alex. (Strom. vi. 5, 
p. 762) quotes the same tradition from the 
apocryphal Predicatio Petri,—qerà 0dbeka ery 
é£éA0ere eis Thy kôopov, wh Tis Etny, oùk hkov- 
camev :—see Routh, Z. c., i. p. 484. Were we to 
accept this tradition as accurate, the Lord com- 
manded the Apostles to remain in Jerusalem 
until **after twelve years," although the fear 
of persecution (Acts viii. 1) might tempt others 
to depart. Even were it obeyed literally, St. 
John need not have gone to Ephesus for several 
years afterwards (see Acts xx. 17, &c). 
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the alarm of the Roman war reached 
Jucza, shortly before the year 66, and 
the defeat of Cestius who first besieged 
Jerusalem (cf. John xxi. 22). Eusebius 
(iii. 5) tells us that a divine warning now 
directed the Christians to depart. from 
Jerusalem (cf. St. Luke xxi. 20, 21) to a 
city of Perzea called Pella, where St. 
John seems to have organized the church 
under the Bishop Symeon, who, as He- 
gesippus records (af. Eus., iii 32), was 
put to death by the Proconsul Atticus. 
And thus Pella may have been the 
starting-point of the Apostle on his road 
from Jerusalem to Ephesus.! 

Renan (ZAmfeÀrist, pp. 27, 183), 
having noticed that *the Apostle John 
appears in general to have accompanied 
Peter," remarks—and there is. no impro- 
bability in the remark, although there 
is no evidence whatever in support of 
it—“we believe that the author of the 
Apocalypse has been at Rome" (see 
on Rev. xiv. 11). He arrives at this con- 
clusion by assuming (which is also quite 
possible) that the author has left in chap- 
ters xiii. and xvii. traces of the impression 
which the horrors of the persecution of 
the year 64 had stamped upon his mind : 
—“ On est porté à croire que l'auteur de 
ce livre s'était trouvé mélé aux dits 
événements, ou du moins qu'il avait vu 
Rome.” “If,” continues Renan, “as it 
is permissible to believe, John accompa- 
nied Peter to Rome, we can here find a 
plausible foundation for the old tradition 
according to which John was plunged in 
a vessel of boiling oil near the place 
where at a later date (A.D. 271) the 
Porta Latina existed” (p. 198).? Renan 
(p. 207) also suggests that it was on the 
occasion of this his miraculous preser- 
vation (cf. Mark xvi. 18 ; Acts xiv. 20; 


1 Nicephorus (cire. 800, H. E., ii. 42) men- 
tions the report (iorope?ra:) that St. John re- 
mained in Jerusalem until the death of the 
Blessed Virgin (cf. John xix. 27). The statement 
made at the Council of Ephesus (Labbe, t. iii. 
547), that she accompanied St. John to Ephesus, 
and that she died and was buried there, is first 
referred to in Epiphanius (Her. 78, 11) :—this 
bears upon the question of St. John’s residence 
in Asia Minor (see below). 

2 See above No. (21), note *, p. 422; cf. St. 
Jerome zz Matth. xx. 235 adv. Fovinian., i. 26, 
quoted in No. (25), note !, p. 424; see also 
Platner and Bunsen, ZescAreb. der Stadt Rom, 
iii, part i. s, 604. 
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xxviii. 5) and after St. Peter had suffered, 
that St. John made choice of Asia Minor 
for his future residence. Whatever may 
be thought of this suggestion, it is clear 
that it was not until after the death of 
St. Paul that St. John settled at Ephesus.! 

Ephesus was the first of the Seven 
Churches addressed in the Apocalypse 
(ch. ii. 1) : it had been founded by St. 
Paul, who also addressed to it one of his 
Epistles, written A.D. 61, or 62 (see Wiese- 
ler, Chron. Synops., Ss. 455). That St. 
John had not taught there during St. 
Paul's lifetime follows from the express 
statements of the latter that, had another 
Apostle laboured in any church before 
him, he would not have included it in 
the circle of his ministrations (see Rom. 
Vee 3-20 or. 16 och Galaga 
From the Epistle to the Ephesians, too, 
as well as from Col. iv. 15-17, it appears 
that St.. John had not yet been in Asia 
Minor; and in both r Tim. i 3 and 
2 Tim. i. 18 Ephesus is referred to with- 
out any reference to St. John’s name. 
St. John’s residence in Ephesus, there- 
fore, is to be placed at a date subsequent 
to St. Paul’s death in the year 64. The 
dispersion of the Apostles may naturally 
have occurred during the siege of Jeru- 
salem,.civc. A.D. 68; and thus St. John 
would be found, about this time, at 
Ephesus, and in the valley of the 
Meander (see above, p. 424). 

It was from Ephesus accordingly as a 
centre, as ancient writers unanimously 
attest, that St. John thenceforward go- 
verned the churches of Asia :—and 
this office, as the sole survivor of those 


! Niermeyer also places St. John’s residence in 
Asia Minor about A.D. 65, shortly after St. Paul's 
death; the news of that event seems to Nier- 
meyer to be a motive for leaving Palestine 
more natural than the prevision of the national 
catastrophe: — see Revue de Théologie, Sept. 
1856, p. 172. i 

The conclusion of so calm and learned a 
writer as Bishop Lightfoot is worth recording : 
—‘‘ When, after the destruction of Jerusalem, St. 
John fixed his abode at Ephesus, it would ap- 
pear that not a few of the oldest surviving 
members of the Palestinian church accompanied 
him into ‘Asia,’ which henceforward became 
the headquarters of Apostolic authority. In'the 
body of emigrants, Andrew and Philip, among 
the Twelve, Aristion and John the Presbyter, 
among other personal disciples of the Lord, 
are specially mentioned.”—Comm. on Coloss., 
P. 45. 
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* who were reputed to be pillars" (Gal. 
ii 9) he naturally filled. This is the 
express testimony of Justin M. (see p. 410, 
and No. (8) with the comment of Eu- 
sebius, iv. 18) ;—of Apollonius, Bishop or 
Presbyter of Ephesus (see No. (9), p. 411, 
note 2) ;—of Irenæus (p. 412, No. (11), 
note ?, and No. (12), p. 413, note !) whose 
intimate relations with Asia Minor render 
his testimony on the matter conclusive ! ; 
—of Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus (No. 
(14), p. 414, note !) ;—of Clemens Al. 
(No. (15), p. 415, note ?) ;—of Origen 
No. (17), p. 416, note?) ;—of Dionysius 
Al. (ap. Euseb. vii. 25, see below, p. 440);— 
of Jerome (p. 424, note, No. (26) ; cf. also 
Adv. Jovin.i. 26 ; in Ep. ad Gal. vi. ; and 
Epiphanius, Her. 78,11) ;—of Eusebius,” 
who writes (iii. 18), in the passage where 
he quotes the words of Irenæus (No. 
(10), p. 412, note) that in the persecution 
under Domitian, “as is reported, John, 
at once Apostle and Evangelist, while 
still continuing in life, was condemned 
to dwell in the island of Patmos, on 
account of the testimony which he bore 
to the Divine Word ;"? towhich Eusebius 
adds that, after Domitian's death, “the 
Apostle John coming back from his 
exile in the island, resumed his resi- 
dence at Ephesus.” For these facts 
the historian appeals to “the report 
of those of old time among us:"— 
by which words, we may note, Eusebius 
clearlyintimates that he had other sources 
_of information, in addition to Irenæus, 

respecting the fact of which he testifies, 
viz, the fact of St. John's return from 
Patmos to Ephesus :—e. g. see his words 
quoted p. 416, No. (17). Elsewhere he also 
records of the Apostles how Peter was 
crucified with his head downwards, and 
how Paul was beheaded, and how John 


1 See also Adv. Har. ii. 25 ; iii. I, II; v. 26, 
30, 33; Ef. ad Vict., ap. Euseb. v. 245 Ef. ad 
Florin., ap. Euseb. v. 20. 

2 Cf, also ZZ. Æ. iii. 1, 313 v. 243 Chron, ad 
Ann. 98. 

3 (27) "Ev Tovro karéxei Adyos Thy üróaToXov 
dua kal edayyedorhy "lodyrmv tri TQ Bly èv- 
SiarplBovra, Tis eis Thy Octov Aóvyov €vekev pap- 
Tuplas YidrQov oüceiv korabucac0Tvat THY vijcov 
2... Ó Elpnvaios....onoty, «.7.A. (Iren., v. 30, 
3). And further (Æ. Æ. iii. 20) : Tóre [after the 
death of Domitian] 83 ov kal rbv &mócroXov 
wdvynv, amd Tis Kath thy víüjcov Qvyiüs, THY 
éml rhs "EQécov diarpiByy &meixmoévot, ó Tov 
nap uiv üpxalev mapadiSwor Adyos, 
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was banished to an island [xoi Ilérpos 
émt “Pouyns Kara  kejaMjs oravpotrat, 
Tlatés te avaréuverat, 'loávvgs te vio 
mapadidora|—Dem, Ev., iii. 5. 

In further proof of the Apostle’s resi- 
dence at Ephesus, one may adduce the 
statement said to have been made at the 
Council of Ephesus (see note !, p. 427), 
—not to mention the incidental proofs 
afforded by the reference of Tertullian 
to Polycarp (de Prescr. c. 32!) ; by the ac- 
counts of the Paschal controversy ; and 
by the various narratives of events during 
the Apostle’s abode at Ephesus.? ‘This 
fact, therefore, being established, a con- 
siderable interval in all probability 
elapsed between St. John's first settle- 
ment at Ephesus and his exile to Patmos: 
— see the Paschal Chronicle, quoted 
No. (7), note !, p. 408. 

No less decisive is the testimony of 
early writers that the Visions of the 
Apocalypse were seen by St. John “in 
the isle that is called Patmos," to which 
he had been banished (whether from 
Ephesus or before his abode there) “for 
the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus” (Rev. i. 9; on Patmos, see the 
note iz /oc.). This sentence of banish- 
ment was in all respects conformable to 
the general usage of the Roman Empire, 
according to which the islands of the 
Mediterranean were employed as places 
of exile? Eusebius quotes the testimony 


1 “ Sicut Smyrneeorum ecclesia Polycarpum 
ab Joanne conlocatum refert." See p. 408, note ?. 

? E.g. St. John's composing his Gospel to 
refute Cerinthus (who, as we should note, came 
into prominence under Domitian, see Tillemont, 
ii. 54) ;—his rushing from the building where he 
happened to meet Cerinthus (Irenæus, Z7zr. iii. 3) ; 
—the story of the young robber (Clemens Alex., 
Quis dives salv. 42); —his raising a dead man 
to life (Apollonius, a7. Eus., v. 18) ;—his constant 
use of the exhortation, ** Little children, love one 
another” (St. Jerome, £5. ad Gad. vi. 10) ;—the 
fact of his burial ;—and the account of the two 
graves (Polycrates, ag. Euseb., v. 24 ; Dionys. 
Al., ap. Eus., vii. 25) ;—events which all occurred 
at Ephesus, as already pointed out. Cf. too the 
statement of Tertullian, No. (21), p. 422. 

3 The islands usually selected for exile were 
Gyaros, Pandateria, Pontia, Planasia (see p. 431, 
note 3), as having neither harbour nor town. 
The fact of Patmos not being elsewhere men- 
tioned as a place of banishment leads Renan to 
reject the notion of an exile properly so called ; 
although, long after St. John’s time, Calandion, 
Patriarch of Antioch, was banished to Patmos, 
as a Nestorian heretic, —see Eusebius, Chron. ap. 
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to this effect of Clemens Alexandrinus, 
and of Origen (H. Æ. iii 18, 23,—see 
above, Nos. (15), (16). Passages like- 
wise reciting the fact have been also 
given from St. Hippolytus (p. 417) ;— 
Tertullian, No. (21) ;—Victorinus, No. 
(23) ;—Jerome, Nos. (25) and (26) ;— 
Epiphanius, No. (19);—the super- 
scription of the Syriac version of the 
Apocalypse, No. (1:8);— and from 
Arethas (p. 407, note +) :—see also below 
Dorotheus, p. 431, note !. Victorinus, 
it will have been seen, has added, to 
the other accounts, that St. John had 
been condemned to the mines in Patmos; 
and further, that, after his release, he com- 
mitted to the Church the record of the 
Visions which he had received (“de 
metallo dimissus, postea tradidit hanc 
eandem quam acceperat) ;"—see p. 423. ! 

The past tenses in Rev. i. 2 (€uapripy- 
cev) and in Rev. i. 9 (éyevóugv) have been 
adduced in proof that the Revelation was 
not committed to writing until after the 
Apostles return from exile ; although 
the style of the Epistles to the Seven 
Churches has been urged on the other 
side. At all events, whether written in 
Patmos, or at Ephesus after he was 
restored to liberty, we can trace, in the 
imagery and in the allusions of the Apo- 
calypse, strong internal confirmation of 
what history tells us both as to the region 
in which St. John resided, and as to the 
scene where he beheld his Visions. 
“ The Revelation,” writes Dean Stanley, 
“is of the same nature as the prophetic 
Visions and lyrical Psalms of the Old 
Testament, where the mountains, valleys, 
trees, storms, earthquakes, of Palestine 
occupy the foreground of the picture, of 


Mai, Scriptt. Vett. Nov. Coll., t. i. 2, p. 16. 
(According to other accounts, he was banished 
to the African Oasis, A.D. 485; see Smith's 
Dict. of Christian Biogr., art. Calandio). St. 
John, as Renan supposes (/. c., p. 374), retired 
to Patmos of his own accord, in order to com- 
pose his work ;—or perhaps he wrote it on his 
return from Rome to Asia, full of reminiscences 
of the persecution which he had escaped ;— 
or an accident, or stress of weather may have 
compelled him to take refuge in the little port: 
and for this last conjecture a hint is afforded by 
the éyevóuqv of Rev. i. 9. 

! Arethas on Rev. vii. (af. Cramer, Z.c., p. 286) 
considers that 6 evayyeAiorhs èxpnopwõerro 
Tata èv “lwvla TÑ Kat’ "Edecov, 
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which the horizon extends to the unseen 
world and the remote future. . . . The 
stern rugged barrenness of its [Patmos'] 
broken promontories well suits the his- 
torical fact of the relegation of the 
condemned Christian to its shores as of 
a convict to his prison. . . . He stood 
on the heights of Patmos in the centre 
of a world of his own. . . . The view 
from the topmost peak, or indeed from 
any lofty elevation in the island, unfolds 
an unusual sweep, such as well became 
the ‘Apocalypse,’ the ‘unveiling’ of the 
future to the eyes of the solitary Seer. 
. . . Above, there was always the broad 
heaven of a Grecian sky; sometimes 
bright with its ‘white cloud’ (Rev. xiv. 
14), sometimes torn with ' lightnings and 
thunderings,’ and darkened by ‘great 
hail,’ or cheered with ‘a rainbow like 
unto an emerald’ (Rev. iv. 3; viii. 7; 
xi 19; xvi 21). Over the high tops of 
Icaria, Samos, and Naxos rise the 
mountains of Asia Minor; amongst 
which would lie, to the north, the circle 
of the Seven Churches to which his 
addresses were to be sent. Around him 
stood the mountains and islands of the 
archipelago—‘ every mountain and island 
shall be moved out of their places’; 
‘every island fled away, and the mountains 
were not found’ (Rev. vi. 14; xvi. 20). 
. . . When he looked around, above or 
below, ‘the sea’ would always occupy 
the foremost place. He saw ‘the things 
that are in the heavens, and in the earth, 
and in the sea’ (Rev. v. 13; x. 6; xiv. 
7); . . a the voices of heaven were like 
the sound of the waves beating on the 
shore, as ‘the sound of many waters’ 
(Rey. xiv. 2; xix. 6); the millstone was 
‘cast into the sea’ (Rev. xviii 21) ; 
‘the sea was to give up the dead which 
were in it” (Rev, xx. 135 cf. vii. 1, 2,3; 
X. 2, 5, 8; xvi 3)."—Sermons in the 
Last, 1862, p. 230. 

From Patmos St. John proceeded to 
Ephesus, where he seems to have resided 
until his death (Polycrates, No. (14), p. 
414; Origen, No. (17), p. 416), engaged 
in the organization and government of 
the surrounding churches (see p. 408, 
note”; and Eusebius, p. 415, note’), until 
the reign of Trajan, A.D. 98-117. This 
date we learn from Irenaus (No. (11), 
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p. 412); and from what Eusebius records 
on the evidence of Irenæus and of “ the 
ancients” (No. (7), p. 408; No. (27), p. 
428) Eusebiusis followed by Jerome (No. 
(26), p. 424), in fixing the date ofthe exile 
in the fourteenth year of Domitian (see 
the Chronicle quoted, p. 408, in note +}. 
St. Jerome adds that the Apostle returned 
from Patmos under Nerva (A.D. 96): 
—he returned, according to Clemens Al. 
(No. (15), p. 415), “after the death of 
the tyrant" St. Jerome further states 
that St. John died in the sixty-eighth year 
after the Lord's Passion, and was buried 
at Ephesus: and although Tertullian 
and Hegesippus (p. 422) seem to place 
the return from Patmos before the death 
of Domitian, a passage has been adduced 
from Dion Cassius (lxviii. 1) to the effect 
that Nerva, on succeeding to the empire, 
set at liberty those who bad been exiled 
by Domitian.! See on Victorinus, p. 423. 
The result, then, of the evidence 
amounts to this,—that shortly before, or 
shortly after Domitian's death, A.D. 96, 
St. John was released from exile, and 
returned to Ephesus. There he resided 
until his death in the reign of Trajan, 
and there his tomb was famous for many 
years (Eus. ii 31, 39; v. 24; vii. 25; 
Jerome, de Vir. Jli. c. 9; see No. (20), p. 
420). The date of St. John's death would 
thus be some time about the year 98.? 


! ka] ó Nepovas cos Te kpwopévovs èr 
&ceBela àpñke kal robs dewyovras karhyaye. 
And Suidas writes,—art. Nerva: otros kal 
Tbv evayyeAtoThy lodvvmv èk tis  éEopías 
Ildruov àvakaAécas, ijyayev èv "EQéaq. 

? For this result we have, as stated in the 
text, the authority of Irenæus, Her. ii. 22, 5; 
iii. 3, 4 ; of Jerome, de Vir. ll, 9 ; adv. Jovin. 
i 14; Comm.in .Dan.ix.; of Isidore Hispal, De 
Vita et Obitu SS. c. 73. Isidore, adopting the 
words of St. Jerome, No. (26), makes St. John’s 
age to be 89. Pseudo-Chrysost. (Hom. de S. 
Joann. theol, ap. Opp. Chrysost, ed. Ben. t. 
vii); Dorotheus (see below, p. 431, note !) ; 
and Suidas make the Apostle's age to be 120. 
The chronicle ascribed to ‘‘ the younger” Hip- 
polytus (see p. 416, note ?) makes it 110, The 
Paschal Chronicle (ed. Dindorf, p. 470) makes 
it 100, —noting (see p. 461) that after St. John 
had spent nine years at Ephesus, he was ban- 
ished to Patmos for fifteen years; and that, his 
exile being ended, he lived twenty-six years in 
Ephesus. This would place St. John's death 
in the seventh year of Trajan's reign. 

. The Abbé Nolte first published (77207. 
Quartalschr., Tübing., 1862, iii. p. 406) a frag- 
ment of the chronicle of Georgius Hamartólus 
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II. Such being the facts as to the life 
of the Apostle John, to determine the 
time when the Apocalypse was written is 
a problem of the utmost importance,— 
whether we consider the authorship, the 
interpretation, or the Divine inspiration 
of the Book. The date to be fixed upon, 
while it must evidently suit the circum- 
stances of the writer and must not 
contradict admitted facts, should, at the 
same time, be sought for without refer- 
ence to any arbitrary hypothesis such as 
modern critics lay down, namely, that 
the Book must be regarded as an or- 
dinary human composition, containing 
neither prophetic utterance nor trace of 
Divine knowledge :— for the “higher 
criticism ” of recent days assumes, as a 
first principle, that any alleged predic- 
tion must be a vaticiniuz post eventum. 

a.—TZhe External evidence on. this 
matter of the date is as follows :1— i 

The statement which might seem to 
set all controversy at rest is that of 
Irenæus, No. (ro), who expressly asserts 


(Cent. ix.), where it is stated that, after the 
death of Domitian, Nerva recalled St. John 
from ‘‘ the island,” and permitted him to reside 
at Ephesus. Being now sole survivor of the 
Twelve Apostles, and having composed his 
Gospel, he was counted worthy of martyrdom ; 
for Papias of Hierapolis, being an eye-witness 
(abrérrns robTov "ycvóucvos), relates in the second 
book of ** The Lord's Discourses” (No. (6), p. 
408) that John was put to death by the Jews (87: 
bm5 *lovdalwy &àvnpé05). (On this statement Keim 
(Z c., 3* Ausg., i. s. 42) founds one of his proofs 
(see below, p. 445) that the Apostle never resided 
in Asia Minor, because the ews are spoken of, 
and ZAerefore the scene of the alleged martyr- 
dom must have been in Palestine. Here, 
writes Keim, is *a newly discovered witness, 
which puts an end to all illusions. As if 
Jews were not to be found at Ephesus, where 
the very fragment relied upon asserts that 
Nerva allowed St. John to reside! (see Godet, 
dI 6,:d. pa63 ; KrenkelsZ:e5. s. ar) Renan 
(4. c., p. 562) rejects the notion that Papias could 
have accepted this tradition. He notes:— 
* Georges Hamartólus ajoute qu'Origéne était 
également de cet avis; ce qui est tout à fait 
faux. Voir Origéne, Jz Matti t. xvi. 6. 
Héracléon met aussi Jean parmi les apótres 
martyrs; Clém. d’Alex., Strom. iv. 9. Des 
faits comme le miracle de l'huile bouillante et le 
passage Apoc., i. 9, suffisaient pour justifier de 
telles assertions." 

! [t should be noted that the result arrived 
at here differs from that which is accepted in 
the Introduction to the Gospel of St. John (p. 
lxxxvii). It is.there assumed that the Apoca- 
lypse ‘‘ is before the destruction of Jerusalem.” 
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that *the Revelation was seen no long 
time since, but almost in our own gene- 
ration towards the end of the reign of 
Domitian” (A.D. 81-96). When we bear 
in mind what has been already proved 
(see p. 411, note !), —viz. that Irenæus 
was the intimate associate of Polycarp 
who suffered martyrdom in the year 155, 
in the 86th year of his age (see above, 
p. 409) ;—when we remember, too, that 
in his Epistle to Florinus! (see above, 
pP. 412) Irenæus does not appeal, as 
he sometimes does, to the information 
which he had received from others, but 
recalls to Florinus the reminiscences of 
their boyhood concerning their common 
master Polycarp,? of which reminis- 
cences one was that Polycarp was wont 
often to speak of his personal know- 
ledge of the Apostle John ;—in a word, 
when we perceive that Irenæus had 
every opportunity of knowing the facts, 
and no intelligible motive for misstating 
them, the force of his evidence can 
hardly be disputed. 

Clemens AL, in the passage No. (15), 
merely speaks of the * death of the 
tyrant"; but it has been shown (p. 415, 
note ?) that Eusebius understood by 
*the tyrant" no other than Domitian. 
Tertullian, also, like Clemens Al., does 
not name the Emperor who banished St. 
John to * the island "—see No. (21) ;:but 
his language in the passage No. (22) 
shows that he intended Domitian. At all 
events, the latter passage proves that it 
was the practice of Domitian, imitating 
the cruelties of Nero, to punish the 
Christians with exile.? 


1 Renan (Z'Azechrist, p. 565) shows the 
weakness of Scholten’s attempt (Der Ab. 
Johannes im Kleinasien, s. 63 ff.) to treat the 
Epistle to Florinus as not genuine. Hilgenfeld 
also calls this attempt a ‘‘desperate under- 
taking” (Zinleit., p. 397). 

2 Irenæus writes (ap. Eus. v. 20): orte pe 
Sivacba eimeiv kal toy Tómov èv $ ka0e(óuevos 
üicAéyero ó paxdpios TloAvKapmTos . . kal Thy 
ToU cópgaTos ibéay ka) Tas diadrctess &s émoievro 
mpos Tb mAi8os, kal Thy perà "leávvov cvva- 
otpophy ws &mfryyeuXe, kal Thy perà THY Aovrav 
TÓV éwpakórev toy Kupiov kal ws &mepynudveve 
Tous Aó*yovs avTwy, K. T. À. 

. $ That exile was a usual punishment under 
Domitian is shown by the story of Flavia 
Domitilla banished by him to Pandateria (Dion 
Cassius, lxvii. 14 ; Ixviii. 1) ; and Eusebius (iii. 18), 
in continuation of his reference to the words of 
lrenzus, No. (10), mentions Pontia as the place 
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Origen, No. (16) considers that the 
Revelation was received “ in the island,” 
and he is one of the witnesses quoted by 
Eusebius for the Apostles death at 
Ephesus, No. (17). Victorinus, No. (24), 
as we have seen, is still more explicit as 
to the time when the Apocalypse was 
written for the Church,—namely, when 
Domitian was the Cesar (“quoniam 
tunc erat Cæsar Domitianus "). 

St. Jerome, No. (25), is no less clear 
as to the fact that the Revelation was 
given to St. John under the same Em- 
peror; and so, too, the later writers 
generally (e.g. Sulpicius Severus, Sacr. 
Hist. i. 31; and Orosius): Eusebius also 
having three times stated that St. John 
was banished under Domitian,—(r) in 
H. E. iii. 18 (No. (10) ; cf. v. 8), where, 
he quotes Irenæus; (2) in iii 20, No. 
(27), where, by referringto *the ancients" 
(6 trav rap Hiv apyaíev Aóyos), he re- 
moves any imagination that Irenzeus was 
the only source from which he knew 
the fact; and «(g) in iii 23, where he 
quotes Clemens Alex., No. (15),—no- 
where suggests that any other opinion 
existed in the Church either as to the 
Emperor who sent St. John into exile 
or as to the date of the Apocalypse. 
There must, therefore, have been per- 
fect unanimity at the beginning of the 
feurth century! as to both these facts, 


of her exile ‘‘in the fifteenth year of Domitian,” 
—Tijs eis Xpig Tbv uaprvpías &vekev. We read in 
Juvenal (i. 73) : ** Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris, 
et carcere dignum ;" and Lampe (on St. John i.) 
quotes Modestius (Lege xxx., Digest, de poenis) : 
**Si quis aliquid fecerit quo leves hominum 
animi superstitione numinis terrentur, Divus 
Marcus hujusmodi homines in insulam relegare 
rescripsit" (cf. on Rev.ii. 13) :—see p. 428, note *. 

1 The evidence which would place the exile 
at a later date need not be considered. "Thus 
in a fragment ascribed to Dorotheus, Bishop of 
Tyre at the end of the third century, it is stated 
that ** John, the brother of James,” ** who also 
wrote the Gospel," after he had preached Christ 
at.Ephesus, was banished to Patmos by Trajan 
on account of his confession of the Christian 
faith :—see Selecta ad illustr, Chron. Pasch.; 
ed. Dindorf, ii., p. 136; Cave, Mist. Lit., vol. i. 
p.169. In the Latin version of this fragment 
of Dorotheus (ap. Bibl. Patr. Lugd., ed. De la 
Bigne, t. iii. p. 426) it is added that St. John 
wrote Ais Gospel while in Patmos; and that, 
when recalled to Ephesus .after the death of 
Trajan, he published it through ‘‘his host and 
deacon” Gaius (see Rom. xvi. 23; 5 John 1), 
the Apostle surviving tothe age of 120. “‘ But,”? 
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although a subjective theory as to the 
authorship of the Book had been put 
forward in the interest of the anti- 
chiliasts, — a theory to be considered 
presently. 

The case then stands thus. Before 
Cent. iv. there is no variation in the 
historical accounts. All statements sup- 
port the conclusion that St. John was 
banished to Patmos by Domitian (A.D. 
81—-96),—some writers placing the exile 
in the fourteenth year of his reign,!—and 
all agree that the Visions of which the 
Revelation is the record were received 
in Patmos. Clemens Al. and Tertullian, 
indeed, do not mention in express terms 
the name of the Emperor by whom St. 
John was sent into exile (see No. (15), 
and No. (21) :—but compare No. (22), p. 
422) ; and Origen, No. (16), states as the 
reason for his own silence as to “the King 
of the Romans,” that St. John has not 
himself given the name of the person 
who passed sentence on him ;—but 
nothing that is said, not even the re- 
mark of Dorotheus (see p. 431, note 1), 
is at variance with the general belief as 
summed up by Eusebius. If external 
evidence is of any value at all, it is of 
value here: no amount of “subjective ” 
conjecture, or arbitrary interpretation, 
can set aside the verdict of history. 

At a later period, indeed, some state- 
ments meet us which, at most, are in- 
stances of eccentric speculation. Thus 
Epiphanius mentions Claudius asthe Em- 
peror who banished St. John (see No. (19), 


this version proceeds, **Sunt tamen qui dicunt 
eum non sub Trajano in insulam Pathmon 
relegatum esse, sed sub Domitiano Vespasiani 
filio.” Theophylact (on St. Matt. xx. 23, t. i. 
p. 107) also says: 'Idkefov uév 'Hpóbns àmé- 
kTewev, "Ieávvqv 5€ Tpalavos kareb(kace paprus 
pobüvra TQ Ady Tí)s &AmOclas. 

1 Godet (Comm. on St. John’s Gospel, Clarke’s 
transl. i. p. 244) writes : ** We fix the composition 
of the Apocalypse about the year 95.” 

? E.g. Andreas, on Rev. vi. 12; vii. I, men- 
tions that ‘‘some” persons understood these texts 
of the Jewish war ; and Arethas, on Rev. vii. 1- 
8, would seem to place the date of the Apocalypse 
before the Jewish war, although on Rev. i. 9, he 
places the date under Domitian. On Rev. iii, 10, 
he further writes: 4 rbv èr) Aopetiavod diwyudy 
Aéyet, SevTepoy Üvra erà Népova és EboéBios 
ioropet [Z7. Æ. iii. 17], öre kal abrbs ó eùayye- 
Atoths eis THY Iláruov bm’ abroU ToU Aoueriavod 
karekpí0m, x. T. A. (ap. Cramer, Catena, p. 
227). See also Züllig, on ch, xvii. 10, 
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p. 419),—a statement which few ancient 
or modern writers deem worthy of accept- 
ance.! Infact,accordingtothisstatement, 
St. John returned from his exile “in ex- 
treme old age," and when his life had 
lasted about ninety years ; and therefore, 
seeing that Claudius reigned from the year 
41 to the year 54, were we to assign *the 
return from exile to the last of these dates, 
we should have St. John aged ninety in 
the year 54: in other words, thirty-three 


years older than our Lord, and sixty- 


three at least when called to be an 
Apostle: a result which is at variance 
with all ancient tradition whatever."— 
Alford, Prolegg., p. 232. Bishop Words- 
worth, in his Commentary (Zz£rod., p. 
158), suggests—but the suggestion is 
more ingenious than conclusive — the 
possibility of a false reading in the pas- 
sage, viz. KAAYAIOY, for ®AABIOY, 
the copyist forgetting that Domitian 
was sometimes called Flavius.? 


! Of the moderns Grotius (followed by 
Hammond), on Rev. i. 9, takes up the account 
of Epiphanius, and appeals to Acts xvili. 2, 
and to Suetonius (CZaudius, 25) ; arguing that 
St. John was exiled to Patmos as being a Jew ;— 
that, when the persecution of the Christians 
ceased under Vespasian, he was recalled from . 
the island ;—and that he was again banished 
there by Domitian. 

2 E.g.:— 

( 2 8) ** Cum jam semianimum laceraret Flavius 
orbem 

Ultimus, et calvo serviret Roma Neroni.” 

Fuven., iv. 37. 

Bishop Wordsworth, by quoting the words 
of Epiphanius in the context of this statement, 
supplies proof that Epiphanius could not have 
meant Domitian :—Epiphanius ‘‘says that St. 
John, in the Apocalypse, writing to the Seven 
Churches of Asia, fredicts the rise of heresies 
which did not then exist, and foretells that a 
woman would appear at Thyatira, who would 
call herself a prophetess; and he adds that 
these things came to pass long after the death 
of John, inasmuch as he prophesied in the times 
of Claudius Cæsar, when he was at Patmos."— 
Zc,p.I57. But it is clear that in Rev. ii. 20 
St. John is not øredicting future errors ; he is 
censuring errors already committed. In matters 
of history, indeed, Epiphanius is no authority 
whatsoever;— thus, as Bishop Lightfoot has 
pointed out (Cont. Rev., Aug. 1876, p. 412) : 
‘“ Epiphanius states that Antoninus Pius was 
succeeded by Caracalla, who also bore the 
names of Geta and M, Aurelius Verus, and who 
reigned seven years; that L. Aurelius Com- 
modus likewise reigned these same seven years ; 
that Pertinax succeeded next, and was followed 
by Severus"; and so on,—See De Pond, ef 
JMens., c. 16, à; 
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Still less weight is to be attached to 
the external evidence for placing the 
composition of the Apocalypse under 
Nero. The two solitary witnesses to 
this effect are the superscription of the 
Syriac version published by Lud. de 
Dieu, No. (18), ascribed to the sixth 
century ; and Theophylact (t A.D. 1107). 
As to the former of these two witnesses, 
it was long ago remarked by Stephen Le 
Moyne (Varia Sacra, Lugd. Bat., 1694) 
that the Syriac translator probably in- 
tended not the first Nero,! but a second 
Nero, viz. Domitian, who was also a 
persecutor; and he quotes the verses 
just cited from Juvenal, No. (28), in 
proof that Domitian was sometimes 
called Nero.? Indeed, that Domitian 
was popularly known as a second 
* Nero," was notorious; as may be in- 
ferred from the words of Tertullian, No. 
(22), p. 422. 

That the Syriac translator may have 
meant by “Nero” “Domitian” (compare 
the various reading “‘preenomine Ne- 
ronis” in No. (22) p. 422) is byno means 
impossible ; and it should be remem- 
bered that both Nero and Domitian are 
specially referred to as persecutors and 
enemies of the Christian faith :—e. g. 
by Melito of Sardis (ap. Euseb., iv. 26), 
in his Apology addressed to M. Anto- 
ninus.? See also St. Jerome, No. (26). 

Theophylact is the other witness for 
the alleged fact that St. John wrote in 
Patmos during the reign of Nero (A.D. 
54-68). In the preface to his Comm. 


! Lucius Domitius, afterwards the Emperor 
Nero, was son of Cnzeus Domitius Ahenobarbus, 
representative of the illustrious Domitian gens, 
and of Agrippina, the sister of Caius Caligula. 

The full name of the Emperor Claudius 
(A.D. 41-54) was Tiberius Claudius Drusus 
Nero Germanicus. After his adoption by 
Claudius (A.D. 50), Nero was called, Nero 
Claudius Czesar Drusus Germanicus. Domitian 
(A.D. 81-96) was called, Titus Flavius Domi- 
tianus Augustus. 

? In further proof of this fact, we may also 
compare the verses of Ausonius :— 

(29) **His decimus, fatoque accitus Vespa- 
sianus : 

Et Titus imperii felix brevitate : secutus 

Frater, quem calvum dixit sua Roma 

Neronem."— De xii, Cesaribus. 

3 Melito writes :—pdvor mávrev, àvomew0éyres 
iró mrwoev Backávev àv0pómwv, Tbv Ka? juàs èv 
9:aBoXá Katacrijca Adyov diüéAmcav Népwy ral 
Aoueriavós (ap. Routh, Rel. Sacr., t. i. p. 117). 
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in Joann, (t. i. p. 504), Theophylact 
states that St. John wrote his Gospel 
(not the Apocalypse) in the island of 
Patmos, thirty-two years after the As- 
cension,—thus placing the exile of the 
Apostle under Nero.! And yet the same 
Theophylact, as we have already seen 
(p. 432, note), asserts that St. John 
was condemned by "Trajan? Theo- 
phylact, therefore, is either entirely in 
error in what he states in his preface 
to the Gospel of St. John,—as is most 
probable in so late a writer, —or we do 
not understand the passage. 

It has been necessary to dwell upon 
this evidence—the only evidence which 
Christian antiquity offers—in support of 
the opinion that the banishment of St. 


! His words are, ù tod iB(ov Evayyeatou, 
5 Kal owvéypaper èv Mdruy th vho% étópwmas 
diareAGy peta Tpidkovra Dío Érm THS ToU Xpic- 
TOU avaArATWews. 

? It may be well to notice in like manner the 
two statements of ‘‘the younger" Hippolytus 
in note ?, p. 416 ; especially the word Aoueriov 
in the former of the passages. If by this he 
intended Domitius Nero, the mention of Trajan 
in the second passage is exactly parallel to the 
confusion in Theophylact. Guericke (Zzz/e, | 
s. 285) attempts to prove that the different 
ancient writers who record that the exile to 
Patmos took place under Domitian really in- 
tended Domitius, i.e., Domitius Nero. Thus, he 
understands from the words of Irenzeus, as given 
in No. (10)—mpbs v8 TÉéAe THs Aoperiavod 
&px5s—that Aopuetiayod (because the article is 
wanting) is an adjective formed from Aopéruos, 
and that the sense is **the reign of Domitius," 
To urge no other objection, we can point to 
more than one passage in Eusebius which de- 
cides the matter; e.g. iii. 23,—uetà thy Ao- 
MeTiavod TeXevrí|v :—ili. 18, èv rer wevrekaide- 
Kdtr@ Aowetiavod peta mAclotwy éErépwy Thy 
$AaB(av- AouwetlArday x. T.A. Would Guericke 
understand here ‘‘the 15th year of Nero”? 
Niermeyer, who assumes that Domitian means 
Nero, and who makes St. John arrive in Asia 
Minor about the year 65, argues thus :—Ter- 
tullian, if we may trust Jerome (?) ascribes the 
banishment of St. John to Nero; Irenzus to 
Domitian ; Epiphanius to Claudius. In the want 
of positive data, Christian tradition has attached 
itself to these three names in turn, without seeing 
that Nero, Domitian, and Claudius are one 
and the same person. Nero was also called 
Claudius; and he was a Domitian, being of 
the gens Domitia (Revue de Théologie, Sept. 
1856, p. 172). 

Niermeyer, however, cannot show that Nero 
was ever popularly known as ‘‘ Claudius ; 
and Tertullian, as we have seen, in a pointed 
manner distinguishes Nero from Domitian. St. 
Jerome makes no such statement as to Tertul- 
lian as Niermeyer ascribes to him. 
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John to Patmos occurred under the 
Emperor Nero, and that the Apocalypse 
was written before the destruction of 
Jerusalem (a.p. 70),—because it is a 
leading object with rationalistic critics 
to establish this early date. It is, in- 
deed, manifest that there is nothing in 
itself contrary to the acceptance of the 
Apocalypse as inspired Scripture, or to 
the belief that it was the work of the 
Apostle John, in admitting that it was 
written in the age of Nero.! But, inas- 
much as such a conclusion contradicts 
the concurrent voice of the most trust- 
worthy writers of the first four centu- 
ries, who place the composition of the 
Apocalypse between the years 95 and 
97 ; and because the rationalistic inter- 
pretation of the Book depends upon the 
dogmatic assumption that it can only 
refer to events which happened before it 
was written (Z. e., as rationalists assume, 
before the year 70), it is important for 
the Christian argument not only to set 
aside the alleged ** external proof " of the 
early date (as has now been done), but 
also to examine the “internal reasons” 
which have been brought forward in 
support of the same result. 


§ 4 (cont). b.—The Internal Evidence. 


It has become a principle of rational- 
istic exegesis that St. John refers, through- 
out this Book, to events in his own age, 
—events which had already occurred, 


1 The evidence of history (as we have seen) 
proves that the Revelation was written some- 
where about A.D. 95-97; and this result is 
supported by ‘‘ Dupin, Basnage, Turretin, 
Spanheim, Le Clerc, Mill, Whitby, Lampe, 
Lardner, Tomline, Burton, Woodhouse, Elliott, 
Ebrard, Hofmann, Hengstenberg, Thiersch,” 
and others,—see Dr. S. Davidson (Zzrod. to the 
NV. Z: vol. iii. p. 599). On the other hand, a 
writer of such genuine piety as Auberlen writes: 
“The evidence contained in the Book itself is 
more in favour of the view . . . . that it was 
written shortly before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem.”—Daniel and the Rev. p. 235. Stier 
argues that it was written under Nero, from 
the mention of the “ten days," Ze, the ten 
persecutions (ch. ii. 10). This result is adopted 
by Lücke, Neander, Schwegler, Baur, Züllig, 
De Wette, Diisterdieck (apparently following 
Zeller, Vorträge u. Abhandl., 1865, p. 212, ff.), 
Renan, Reuss, &c., &c.:—see also Bunsen's 
Bibelwerk, viii. s. 478. The author of Super- 
natural Religion (vol. ii. p. 392) is, of course, 
of the same opinion. 
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and which were notorious to all. It 
is also assumed that the Apostle fully 
shared in the popular delusion as to 
the return of Nero, who, we are told, 
is the Antichrist of the Apocalypse. Thus 
Hermann Gebhardt (Der Lehrbegriff der 
Apokalypse, Gotha, 1873, s. 432) who 
allows that the Apostle John was the 
author as well of the Apocalypse as 
of the Fourth Gospel and the Joannean 
Epistles, asserts (s. 234) that the Apoca- 
lypse was written under Galba, A.D. 68. 
He accordingly maintains : “It is incon- 
testable that the author has erred [* geirrt 
hat"] when he expects that Nero will 
appear again, in a short time, as Anti- 
christ out of hell, and that then the end 
will come" (s. 13). 

And here it is to be observed that it is 
in that strange mixture of heathen and 
Jewish, and, in many parts, Christian 
superstition known as the “ Sibylline 
Oracles,” that we meet in book iv.— 
which is ascribed to the age of Titus, 
A.D. 79 (see Note E on ch. ii. 20)— 
what seems to be the earliest allusion 
to the survival of Nero.! 

Under various forms, this is the prin- 
ciple which underlies the rationalistic 
interpretation of Rev. xvii. :—see on ch. 
xvii 9, and the note zz /o.; cf. also 
on ch. xiii. I. Indeed this idea that 
Nero is Antichrist was, according to 
Renan, “the parent of the Apocalypse,” 
—— mere de l'Apocalypse" (l. c., p. 351). 
The * internal evidence," then, which is 
brought forward to prove the compo- 
sition of the Apocalypse during the 
reign of Nero, or shortly after his 
death, is as follows :— 

i ‘The Book was written before the 
destruction of Jerusalem’ :—This theory 
was originally put forward by Lud. 
Alcasar (see below, $ 12), and accepted 
by Grotius, Hammond, and Lightfoot, as 
enabling themto apply certain texts to the 
fate of Judaism. Rev. xi. 1, we are told, 
proves that the Temple must have been 
still standing ; while verse 2 (cf. ch. xx. 
9) informs us that the City was in a state 


1 (30) kal Tór” àm 
oid re Opárms, 
pevier ŭpavros, &ruaros, rèp mópoy EdppHrao, 
ómmoTe 8€ unTpGov &yos oTVyEpoio pdvo1o 
TANCETAL, Ke T. À. 
ver. IIO, &c. ; cf. vv. 137-139. 


"IraA(gs BaciXeUs péyas, 


INTRODUCTION. 


‘of siege, of which the result is stated in 
Luke xxi 24. Some writers also argue 
from ch. vii. 4-8 that the Twelve Tribes 
were still in existence. In answer to 
this argument it is sufficient here to say, 
that this exposition of St. John’s words 
not only assumes that they must apply 
literally to the literal Jerusalem—an ap- 
plication of which no proof whatever is 
given; but also takes for granted that 
language, founded upon the language of 
earlier prophecy (e.g. Ezek. xl. 3, &c. ; 
Zech. ii. 2), and therefore manifestly 
figurative, is to be understood in its 
baldest and most unspiritual sense. 

ii. ‘The Seven Heads of the Seven- 
headed Beast, ch. xiii. 1 ; xvii. 3, indicate 
seven individual men, that is to say, 
seven Roman Emperors,—Babylon (ch. 
xvii. 5) being Rome.’ Now in ch. xvii. 1o 
we are told that fve have fallen ; that the 
sixth is now reigning; that the seventh 
is not yet come. In verse rr, we further 
read that the Beast “łat was, and is 
not, is himself also an eighth, and is of the 
seven.” This must be Nero, argues Reuss! 
(to quote a single writer on this side) :— 
it cannot be Augustus, or Tiberius, or 
Claudius, none of whom came to a 
violent end; nor can it have been Cali- 
gula, who did not stand in a hostile rela- 
tion to the Church; there remains only 
Nero, in whose death the people did not 
believe, and who was expected from the 
East, to regain his throne by the aid of 
the Parthians. We read in ch. xiii 3 
that the deadly wound—the “ eath- 
stroke” of the Beast—was healed. And 
thus Nero, the fft4 Emperor, and who 
is “of the seven,” returns to reign as the 
eighth, as Antichrist :? see the note on 
ch; xiii. 3. 

Not to urge as an objection to this 
line of argument, that it assumes the 
Apostle John to have shared in a popular 
delusion, and to have written under the 


1 History of Christian Theology in the Apost. 
Age, by E. Reuss (London, 1872), p. 380. 

? Bleek (Zzz/zit., Clarke's tr., vol. ii. p. 225), 
having accepted as true this fiction of Nero re- 
turning as Antichrist after the death of the Em- 
perorthenreigning, concludes:—The Apocalypse 
“ thus seeks to determine the time and circum- 
stances of the Lord's coming, and thus goes 
beyond the declarations of the Lord Himself. 
I tty can) therefore in ‘this, respect o. s 
have no normative authority for us." 
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influence of ignorance and passion (so 
Renan, Z c., p. 356) ;—nor to insist upon 
the fact that Victorinus, with whom this 
system of interpretation seems to have 
originated, begins to count from Nero's 
successor, Galba (see No. (24) p. 423) ; 
—nor yet to dwell upon the shrewd re- 
mark of Schleiermacher: *I see no 
certainty of interpretation here, Nero 
is at one time one Head, but afterwards 
the entire Beast” (Hinleit. ins Neue 
Testament, s. 456) ;—not to urge such 
objections as these, the historical diffi- 
culties are not easy to be overcome. 
It is to be asked, in the first place, 
with which of the Cæsars does the 
series begin? If, as many hold,—e. g. 
Wetstein, Stuart, Bertholdt, Kohler, Re- 
nan (Z4 &, p. 407),—with Julius Cesar 
(and no valid reason can be assigned why 
the series should not begin with Julius) 
then Nero is the sixth, not the fifth Em- 
peror, and the theory at once collapses.! 
But if—as the great majority of this 
School maintain—the series begins with 
Augustus, there is the greatest variety of 
opinion as to who is the seventh Emperor, 
and as to the Emperor under whom the 
Apocalypse was written. For we have 
(1) Augustus, (2) Tiberius, (3) Caligula, 
(4) Claudius, (5) Nero, (6) Galba, (7) 
Otho, (8) Vitellius, (9) Vespasian, (10) 
Titus. According to Reuss (Z c.) : “ The 
sixth. Emperor of Rome was Galba, an 
old man, seventy-three years of age at 
his accession. The final catastrophe 
which was to destroy the City and Em- 
pire was to take place in three years and 
a half [Z«, the 42 months, the 1260 days, 
the 3% Zizzes]. For this one simple reason, 
the series of Emperors will include only 


1 See, for further proof, the notes on ch. xiii. 3; 
and the notes on ch. xvii. 10. For the argument 
founded on the supposed interpretation of the 
** number of the Beast” (ch. xiii. 18) as signi- 
fying Nero, see the notes zz oc. 

The rationalistic theory is not even original. 
This notion of Nero returning as Antichrist is 
mentioned very contemptuously by Ambrosius 
Autpertus, or Ansbertus (ere. A.D. 770): 
** Septem enim Bestize capita septem Romanos 
reges intelligentes, et unum de ejusdem Bestice 
capitibus in mortem occisum Neronem astruentes. 
. . » . Quem profecto intellectum cuilibet sequi 
(ut minus sapiens) non facile dixerim, maxime 
cum et ab ipsis mediocribus quam sit absurdus, 
possit sciri.”—Max. Bibl, Patrum, t. xiii. p. 
592. 

EE 2 


436 


one after the then reigning monarch, and 
he will reign but a little while. The 
writer [St. John] does not know him ; 
but he knows the relative duration of his 
reign, because he knows [ !] that Rome 
will in three years and a half perish 
finally, never to rise again”*:—on 
similar grounds, Ewald, De Wette, Gue- 
ricke, Volkmar, Krenkel, Aubé, &c. &c., 
also fix upon Galba. On the other hand, 
Lücke, Bleek, Düsterdieck, &c. fix upon 
Vespasian : Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, 
they argue, are not to be reckoned at 
all,—their united reigns being regarded 
merely as an interregnum. This con- 
clusion they infer from a casual observa- 
tion of Suetonius ;? and thus, combining 
ch. xvii ro and ch. xiii, 1-14, the 
Apocalypse, we are told, was written 
between the end of December 69 and 
the spring of A.D. 70, just before Jeru- 
salem was captured :—or, more closely 
still, if “the Lord's Day” (ch. i 10) 
means Easter Day, St. John beheld 
his Visions on the Christian Easter Day 
of the year 7o (see Düsterdieck,* Kris. 
Exeget. Handb. üb. die Offenb., s. 51). 


1 The argument is, that when the Jews (and 
St. John was a Judaizing Christian) saw the 
ruin of their Holy City and Temple to be im- 
minent, they still felt persuaded that Jehovah 
would not forsake His people; while for the 
Christians the expectation was—‘‘ the Lord is at 
hand.” The fiction of Nero’s return was now 
embraced; and men, we are told, believed 
(and St. John among them) that Nero was to 
come back with a countless host, from Parthia, 
to execute vengeance on Rome. See Dio Chry- 
sost., xxi. p. 504, ed. Reiske; St. August., De 
Civ. Dei, xx. 19, 3; Lactantius, De Mort, 
Per sec, ii. 

2M, B. Aubé (Hist. des Persécutions de 


P Église, Paris, 1875), accepting these conclu- 
sions,—as the results **les plus solides de la 
critique de notre siécle appliquée aux écrits du 
Nouveau 'Testament,"— writes: ‘‘Ce sixième 
roi, ou plutôt ce sixième empereur, est Galba, 
qui régna, comme on sait, de juin 68 à janvier 
69. C'est entre ces six mois que l’ Apocalypse a 
été écrite . . . . Galba a soixante-douze ans à 
son avènement; après lui viendra le septième 
empereur ‘qui n'est pas encore venu' et qui 
tombera bientót; car Néron reparaitra et res- 
saisira le trône . . . . l'auteur de l Apocalypse 
est ici l'écho de la tradition populaire."—pp. 
117-120. 

3 ** Rebellione trium principum et cade, in- 
certum diu et quasi vagum imperium suscepit 
firmavitque tandem gens Flavia."— Vespasian, 
CUL, 

* Diisterdieck arranges thus:— The Seven 
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Renan (p. 302-355) differs slightly as to 
the date :— Galba was proclaimed Em-. 
peror on the evening of June 8, A.D. 68; 
and Nero killed himself on the th. On 
January 2, A.D. 69 the Legions pro- 
claimed Vitellius; on the roth Galba 
adopted Piso; on the 15th Otho was 
proclaimed, and on the evening of that 
day Galba was slain. In this state of 
confusion, the hopes of the false Nero of 
Cythnos (Tac. Hist. ii. 8, 9) were raised ; 
and “it was then (at the close of January, 
69) that a symbolical manifesto "—or, as 
Renan elsewhere (p. 434) calls it, a politi- 
cal * pamphlet," viz. the Apocalypse— 
«was circulated among the Christians of 
Asia.” Itisdoubtful, Renan adds, whether 
St. John knew of Otho's existence ; but 
the Apostle has a full belief that the res- 
toration of Nero will immediately follow 
the downfall of Galba. 

It is worthy of notice that the results 
which have been just described are de- 
duced solely from “internal” considera- 
tions,—Renan and his school discarding 
the mass of external evidence adduced 
above for the date under Domitian, al- 
though they accept the same evidence 
when it testifies that the author of the 
Apocalypse was St. John. If “interna 4 
evidence, however, is to be appealed to 
here, there is no absence of such evi- 
dence on the other side, e.g. see on 
ch. ii. 4, and on ch. xi. 2; cf. also the 
arguments of Godet, quoted at p. 437: 
—and, as to this whole question, see the 
notes on ch. xvii. 

The preceding summary of the opi- 
nions of the modern rationalistic school 
as to the Apocalypse may close with the 
result given in the Protestanten-Bibel, 
N. T. (Leipzig, 1873),—viz. that the 
date of the Book admits of being de- 
termined with a certainty rarely attain- 
able in the writings of antiquity :—“It 
was evidently composed between the 
day of Nero's death, June 9, A.D. 68, 


Heads are Augustus, ‘Tiberius, Caligula, 
Claudius, Nero (these five have fallen, ch. xvii. 
10), Vespasian (the sixth, who is present), 
and Titus (the other [who] is not yet come"). 
Rejecting the fable of the return of Nero, Düs- 
terd. makes the eighth to be Domitian, the second 
son of Vespasian,—understanding the words of 
ch. xvii. II, é Tay émrá èst, to mean *' filius 
unius eorum" ;—cf. Matt. i. 3, 5, 6; Lukei.27; 
Rom. ix. 102—426: 18052: 
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and August ro, A.D., 70, on which day 
the Temple of Jerusalem, which John 
had hoped to see spared, was reduced 
to ashes by the Romans. After that day, 
no one could hope (as the writer of Rev. 
xi 1 did hope) that the Sanctuary would 
be preserved on the capture of the City." 
—s. 997. (For the date A.D. 44-47, see 
the argument of Züllig and Lakemachers 
quoted in the note on ch. xvii ro). 
If the testimony of history, however, 1s 
to have any weight, hypotheses of this 
nature, proceeding from mere imagina- 
tion or from total scepticism, will not 
receive the assent of sober criticism. 

In support of the historical evidence, 
internal arguments are not wanting :— 

i ‘The condition of the churches of 
Asia Minor.’ These churches had been 
founded by St. Paul between the years 
55 and 58. Consider the reproaches 
addressed to Ephesus, to Sardis, to Lao- 
dicea. A religious revival, especially 
when caused by the ministry of a Paul, 
and that, too, in the most flourishing 
cities of Asia Minor, does not pass away 
in ten years. Nay, St. Paul wrote to 
Ephesus and to Colossz in the year 63 ; 
in 63 or 64 St. Peter wrote to all the 
churches of that region (x Pet. i r); 
and neither Apostle hints at any dead- 
ness in their religious life. Can we then 
ascribe to St. John, four or five years 
later,—z.¢., in the year 68,—the language 
abschodh 55 Hi 3, 16?. See. Godet, 
Etudes Bibliques, 2™° série, p. 326; 
and the note on ch. ii. 4. 

ii ‘The ecclesiastical organization 
which the Apocalypse takes for granted, 
is no less incompatible with a date so 
early as the year 68. Hitherto. the 
titles ‘presbyter’ and ‘bishop’ are 
synonymous: compare Acts xx. 17 and 
28 ;—Tit. i. 5 and 7 ;—Acts xiv. 23 and 
Phil. i. 1. “It is only toward the end 
of the Apostolic age that the presbyteral 
authority is concentrated in the person 
of a chief of the flock, who assumes 
specially the name of Bishop. The 
Epistle of Clemens Romanus, written 
probably under Domitian ; and the Epis- 
tles of Ignatius, which date from Trajan, 
are the first patristic monuments of that 
form of ministry which we meet in the 
Apocalypse : ‘ Write to the Angel of the 
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Church of . . . e This personal term, 
Angel, as well as the responsibility which 
the reproaches and the praises of the 
Lord cause to press upon the functionary 
so designated, do not permit us to see 
in him a being collective, or abstract ; 
nor yet an Angel properly so called, the 
invisible patron of the flock. "This can 
be only the Bishop, such as we meet him 
in all the churches of the end of the first 
century. The Apocalypse makes us con- 
template the transition from the primitive 
presbyterian constitution to the monarch- 
ical organization universally admitted in 
the second century. This detail, then, 
excludes as positively the epoch of the 
year 68, as it agrees naturally with the 
date indicated by Irenæus.” — Godet, 
LU 327i 

iii. ‘An ecclesiastical usage is referred 
to in ch. i. 3, “ Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear,’ &c.’ ‘These words 
imply a public, official reading in full 
religious assembly for worship; and not 
merely private or individual reading. 
The contrast between the singular and 
the plural indicates this; the present 
participle also (6 dvaywdoxwv) implies 
an habitual act repeated :—“ Now the 
stated reading of the Apostolical writ- 
ings in public worship cannot have 
commenced in the year 68. . . .. 
This usage did not exist, as a received 
form, before the ruin of Jerusalem, A.D. 
70; and consequently the Apocalypse 
which here points to this custom cannot 
have been composed in the year 68."— 
Godet, Zc, p. 328. On Rev. i. 3, Renan 
notes: “Il s'agit ici de la lecture dans 
l'église par Z4zagnoste" —l. c., p. 360. 
The Church supplied, by the public 
reading of the writings of the Apostles, 
the want which the loss of their personal 
ministry left behind. 

iv. ‘The use of the expression, “the 
day of the Lord" (ch. i. 10), is unknown, 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, to 
the Apostolical writings. The usual 
phrase had been, *the first day of the 
week,"—e.g. Acts xx. 7 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
“The Lord's day" belongs to the later 
Apostolic age, when the Church had 
broken off all ties with the Synagogue. 
This fact proves that the date of the 
Apocalypse indicated by Irenzus, viz. 
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under Domitian, is that which alone 
suits such language.—Cf. Z. ¢., p. 329. 

v. We know from the Acts of the 
Apostles that the Judeo-Christian Church 
still participated, in the year 60, in the 
worship of the Temple. We are to bear 
in mind, too, the Epistle to the Hebrews 
written in the year 67 or 68 :—and yet, 
“In ch. ii. 9; iii. 9, Jews are spoken of 
as ‘the Synagogue of Satan.’.... A fact 
so momentous as the destruction of 
Jerusalem and of the Jewish nation can 
alone explain the use of such an epitbet 
applied to the ancient people of God."— 
GL. ou po330. 

vi. The banishment of the author of 
the Apocalypse agrees precisely with the 
kind of punishment inflicted under 
Domitian (see above, pp. 428, 431); 
while under Nero, at the supposed date 
ofthe Book, the punishment was death.— 
CE pe339. 


§ 5.—Doubts as to the Apostolic Author- 
ship. 


EXTERNAL EVIDENCE: — The testi- 
mony of ecclesiastical writers during 
the first four centuries has established 
the fact that the Apocalypse was 
written by the Apostle St. John. We 
have next to consider the nature of the 
doubts which were entertained on the 
subject during that period, and which 
we have seen reflected in the uncertain 
utterances of Eusebius (No. (20), p. 420). 
All such doubts centre in the person of 
Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, A.D. 
247. From the time of Papias, as has 
been already noticed—see No. (4), 
Chiliasm of a Jewish type had prevailed 
more or less definitely in the Church. 
It has also been pointed out that both 
Chiliasts and Anti-chiliasts accepted the 
Apostolic authority of the Apocalypse 
—see p. 411, note * About the year 
254,a work entitled a “Refutation of the 
Allegorists,” and written in defence of 
a literal Millennium, was published by 
Nepos of Arsinoe; and his opinions 
were warmly contested by Dionysius 
(Euseb., vii. 24). Dionysius, who was a 
pupil of Origen, regarded this work 
as tending to degrade the Christian’s 
hope in “the glorious and divine ap- 
pearance of our Lord ;’—as persuading 
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the simple brethren “to look for mean 
and perishable things, and such as re- 
semble those that now exist in the 
kingdom of God.”! The lengths to 
which the Allegorists of the time pressed 
their arbitrary interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, and the dissatisfaction felt at their 
system of spiritualizing its language | 
led men into the opposite extreme, 
and favoured the gross literalism which 
looked forward to a sensual Millennium. 
Dionysius, who was an Allegorist, natu- 
rally opposed the opinions of the Chi- 
liasts ; and he unhappily adopted, as the 
means of refuting their error, the method 
of doubting whether the Book, on which 
they rested their cause, had an Apostle 
for its author. The arguments which 
were urged in proof of this conclusion 
were purely internal and subjective ; and 
there is no proof whatever that any 
historical evidence was brought forward 
in support of them :—‘ The doctrine 
taught in the Apocalypse,’ it was said, 
‘is false; and consequently the Book 
cannot be Apostolic,’ 

Dionysius, indeed, implies that he was 
not the first to urge similar doubts: 
* Some," he writes (a. Euseb., vii. 25) ** of 
those who were before us rejected and 
altogether discarded the Book" (Twés pev 
otv TOV pO hpv iÜérgaav kal averKevacav 
mavtn Tò BiBdiov). ‘These persons,’ he 
proceeds, ‘asserted that the inscription of 
the Apocalypse which ascribes the Book 
to St. John, is false,—the author being 
Cerinthus, who, in order to defend his 
carnal doctrine as to the Millennium, 
sought to support himself by a name 
worthy of credit, Here Dionysius, ap- 
parently, refers to the Alogi—a sect 
which came into existence at the close 
of Cent. ii — who were strenuous 
opponents both of Montanism, and of 
Chiliasm. From this point of view they 
rejected all St. John's writings—not the 
Apocalypse only—on account of his 


1 St. Jerome (Proem. in Tsai., lib. xviii. t. iv., 
p. 767) observes that, if we understand the Apo- 
calypse of St. John, ‘‘ according to the letter, 
we must Judaize ; if spiritually, we shall appear 
to gainsay the sentiments of the Latins, Tertul- 
lian, Victorinus, Lactantius ; and of the Greeks, 
Irenæus, against whom Dionysius, bishop of 
Alexandria, wrote . . . . ridiculing the fable of 
the-Thousand Years, and of a terrestrial Jeru- 
salem made of gold and gems,” &c. 
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teaching as to the Comforter, and as to 
the Millennial kingdom ; just as the 
Marcionites rejected other parts of Scrip- 
ture. Their opinions are described by 
Epiphanius (Hær. li. 32, p. 454 ff.) :— 
‘ How, argued the Alogi, ‘can the Apoca- 
lypse profit us, with its tale of the Seven 
Angels and Seven Trumpets?’ Nay, 
they added, the Book is self-contradic- 
tory ; for the Seer is ordered to write to 
the church of Thyatira, where no Chris- 
tian church exists (rôs oiv éypade TH pù 
ovo7n,—ib., p. 455). Thus the objections 
of the Alogi were founded, partly on “ in- 
ternal" grounds; partly on the assertion 
that the Church had disappeared, in the 
second century, from Thyatira—a con- 
jecture not difficult to understand from 
the description of that church in Rev. 
li. 18-25. As to such objections, De 
Wette (Zinl, ii s. 356) and Lücke 
(s. 578) agree that they had neither 
critical, nor (in St. John’s day) historical 
grounds to rest upon. The Alogi, how- 
ever, further asserted, as Dionysius tells 
us, that Cerinthus was the author of the 
Apocalypse :—of this Book, they alleged 
that neither an Apostle nor a Saint was 
the author; but that the heresiarch Cerin- 
thus desired to prefix a name deserving 
of credit to a fiction of his own (Kxjpw6ov 
8€ tov kal TH am ékeivov kAxüeicav Kypw- 
avv ovotncdpevov atpecw, àÉrómioTov 
éxidynpicat Oednoavra TO avroð TAATpaTL 
évoua.—ap. Euseb., zd.). Our modern 
critics have introduced another wit- 
ness in support of this opinion :— 
Cerinthus forms the point of transi- 
tion from the Judaizing sects to Gnosti- 
cism; and Irenæus (Her. iii. 3-11) had 
heard from Polycarp of his controversies 
with St. John. At the close of Cent. ii. 
(A.D. 196-219), Caius, a Roman pres- 
byter,l—apparently a friend and com- 
panion of Irenæus (see p. 411, note *),— 
writing against the Montanist Proclus 
(Euseb. iii. 28; cf. Tertullian, adv. Valen- 


1 Bishop Lightfoot questions the actual ex- 
istence of the Roman presbyter Caius; and 
supposes that the Dialogue between Caius and 
Proclus (Eus., iii. 31) was written by St. Hippo- 
lytus. At all events, he observes, the author 
was a Roman ecclesiastic, who wrote probably 
a quarter of a century after Polycrates.— Comm. 
on Coloss., p. 46; see The Fournal of Philology, 


i. p. 98. 
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zin., C. 5) speaks thus of Cerinthus :'— 
* Moreover Cerinthus also [who] through 
revelations, written as if by a great 
Apostle, speaking falsely further brings 
in for us tales of marvel shown to him 
as if by Angels, —affirming that after the 
Resurrection comes an earthly kingdom 
of Christ, and that men dwelling in 
Jerusalem are again to be the slaves of 
lusts and pleasures" (Routh, Z c., ii. p. 
128),—and so on as to the carnal delights 
of the Millennium. ‘These words have 
been taken, without any sufficient reason, 
to mean that Caius ascribed the Apoca- 
lypse to Cerinthus. Why, asks Hug 
(Einleit., 4te Aufl, ii. s. 511), may not 
these 'revelations as if from a great 
Apostle, be regarded as statements 
forged by Cerinthus in the name of others 
besides St. John,—such as ‘the Apoca- 
lypse of Peter, or ‘the Apocalypse of 
Paul’? St. John’sname is not mentioned ; 
nor do we here read, as is usual in such 
references, of *the Apocalypse" abso- 
lutely, but, in the plural, of ‘apoca- 
lypses"? Dean Alford, indeed, would 
set aside Hug's interpretation. that some 
other book is meant, and not “the 
Apocalypse of John”: because “no such 
book is to be traced, though we have: 
very full accounts of Cerinthus from 
Irenæus (Her. i. 26) and Epiphanius 
(Her. xxvii.),"—.JPro/egg., p. 210; but, 
whether Cerinthus did or did not write 
such a book, is not the plain meaning 
of Caius that which is more clearly 
expressed by Theodoret? (who tells us 
that Caius wrote against Cerinthus), 


1 àAAÀ kal Kfjpww0os [ó] ð? &rokaAvyeov as bro 
&mocTÓAov geydáAov *yeypaupévev Teparodoytas 
duty ós ð? ayyéAwy avt@ OcDevyuévas Wevdd- 
Levos emeioaryel, Aéyov perà THY avaoraowW 
émlyeiov elvat rb BacíXeiov Tod Xpiorov, K. T. A. 

2 G. Paulus, quoted by Hug, suggests that 
Cerinthus sought, by his reference to the Millen- 
nium (Rev. xx.), to recommend.his own false 
opinions under the shelter of a carnal exposition 
of the words of St. John, —*' suumque plasma 
ea Canonice Apocalypseos similitudine adfecta 
exornasse.”—/7istor. Cerinth., § 30. 

3 (31) obros [viz. Cerinthus] amoxaddpes rwàs 
Ês aùròs TeÜcauévos emAdoaTo, kal ameiAdy 
twev OibackaAlas cvvéÓnke, kal Tov Kuplov tiv 
BaciXelav čpnoev emlyesoy ceca: kal Bpoow 
ial réow àveiomóAnoe, kal prrndovias épavrdan, 
kal ydmous, kal Ovclas, kal éopràs, èv ‘Iepovrarñy 
TeAovuévas, kal Tatra éml xAlors ETET, TENES- 
0/,0ec0a..— De Her. Fabulis, ii. 3, ed. 1642. 
t. iv. p. 219. i i 
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namely, that Cerinthus claimed himself 
to have seen certain revelations disclo- 
sing the coming of a grossly carnal 
Millennium ?—Cf. also Philastrius of 
Brescia (f 387), Her. 60. 

And thus the supposed evidence of 
Caius against the Apocalypse disappears, 
—although some, e.g. Dean Alford, still 
regard it as weighty ; and the opinion 
that the Apocalypse was ever ascribed to 
Cerinthus, rests upon the unsupported 
testimony of the Alogi. This conclusion 
is accepted, among English scholars, by 
Dr. Routh (ii, 138), and by Professor 
Westcott, who notes: “I may express my 
decided belief that Caius is not speaking 
of the Apocalypse of St. John, but of 
books written by Cerinthus in imitation 
of it. The theology of the Apocalypse 
is wholly inconsistent with what we 
know of Cerinthus’s views on the Person 
of Christ.” —Z.c., p. 254. 

The evidence of Dionysius himself (2. 
Eus., vii 25) is now to be considered. 
His reasoning rests altogether on “in- 
ternal" grounds. From this fact we 
may conclude that no * external" or his- 
torical proof could be urged, in the middle 
of Cent. iii, against the Apocalypse; 
otherwise, Dionysius, who was at the 
pains of quoting the Alogi, would cer- 
tainly not have failed to avail himself of it. 
Having referred to the previous doubts 
of the Alogi, Dionysius proceeds to say 
that for himself he could not venture to 
reject the Book ; for, though he does not 
understand it, he suspects that some 
very profound meaning lies beneath its 
words (kat yap eb uù cuvint, GAN’ trovod 
ye vov twa Bobdrepov éeyxeiaPar Tots 
pápocw): and then, going on to ex- 
amine what that meaning may be, he 
concludes that itis notto be understood 
literally (a8 varov ðè abr]v Kata Twv 
mpoxepov amodeiEas voetaÜa, dudvovav,—is 
the account of Eusebius, z277.). Dionysius 
had also found that the objections urged 
against the Apocalypse by the opponents 
of Chiliasm were insufficient :—The Book 
itself declares that its author was named 
John; and he allows that it is the work 
of a man “ holy and inspired” (dytov pèv 
yap twos Kal Georvedarov ovvawô) : but, 
nevertheless, he cannot admit “ that this 
John was the Apostle, the son of Zebedee, 
the brother of James, who wrote the Gos- 
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pel and the Catholic Epistle.” He can- 
not, indeed, tell who was the “John” that 
wrote the Book, for there were many of 
the same name as the Apostle (zoAXovs òè 
ópovóuous "loávvy TQ årosróňo vopilo 
yeyovévo)), who were called after him in 
token of respect, as the faithful are wont 
to call their children Peter and Paul. 
It was not John Mark who is spoken of 
in the Acts, for he did not accompany 
St. Paul to Asia (Acts xv. 39) :—“ but I 
think it was some other John of those 
who were in Asia, since men say (paci) 
that there were two graves at Ephesus, 
and that each was the grave of John." 
(This mention of “the two graves" is the 
single fact which Dionysius can bring 
forward, in proof of the existence of the 
second * John "—see No. (20), p. 420). 
And yet, notwithstanding this theory, in 
his epistle to Hermammon (af. Euseb., 
vii. 10) he quotes—just as Eusebius (see 
p. 420) subsequently quotes—the Apoca- 
lypse as prophetical and inspired. This 
epistle to Hermammon, was written, 
A.D. 262, under the reign of Gallienus, 
after the close of the three and a half 
years’ persecution by Valerian which 
began A.D. 257, and not long before the 
death of Dionysius: * And to John,” he - 
there writes, “is it in like manner re- 
vealed, * And there was given unto him 
(saith he) a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemy; and there was given 
to him authority, and forty and two 
months;  [Rev. xiii. 5] (xoi rà “Iwdvvy 
ópoíws amoxadvarerat kat 60005 yap abro, 
Quoi, orópa.... kai ... éfovoía kal 
Lives reccapákovra úo)” Both predic- 
tions, adds Dionysius, have been won- 
derfully fulfilled in Valerian. 

That the Apocalypse was not written 
by the author of the Fourth Gospel, 
Dionysius seeks to prove by the follow- 
ing arguments :— 

(i.) ‘The writer of the Apocalypse 
names himself (ch. i. 1, 4, 9 ; xxii. 8); 
the Evangelist never does so.’ The ob- 
vious reply is, that St. John is here writ- 
ing in the Prophetic style ; and in it 
anonymous prophecy is inadmissible :— 
cL Dan Vil, ibo vill. type ho DEus EAC 
and the other prophets passim. 

(i.) ‘The Apocalypse differs from 
St. John's other writings in style, in the 
character of its Greek, and by its 


INTRODUCTION. 


barbaric idioms and solecisms' 
below, pp. 454-61). 

üii.) ‘The Apocalypse further differs 
in its tone of thought, and by the ab- 
sence of the characteristic terms fre- 
quent in the Fourth Gospel and the 
Catholic Epistle’ :—whoever examines 
the matter, adds Dionysius, will find, in 
both, the same words and phrases recur- 
ring—* life,” * light,” * truth,” “ grace,” 
“joy,” * love," and so forth; while the 
Apocalypse is quite distinct, and, when 
compared with these two, of an entirely 
foreign character (see below, p. 451).! 

The objections (1i.) and (iii.), which form 
the staple of modern criticism also, are 
neither stronger nor weaker in the mouth 
of Dionysius than when employed by 
writers in this nineteenth century :—as 
such they will be considered below. 
Meanwhile it is to be borne in mind 
that, so far as historical evidence goes, 
there is absolutely no proof whatever 
in favour of any other author than St. 
John. Dionysius does not deny that 
the author of the Apocalypse beheld the 
Visions which he describes; or that he 
was endowed with the Divine gift of 
prophecy. He was embarrassed by the 
arguments which the Chilasts founded 
upon the Book; and he knew that certain 
objections had been raised as to its 
authenticity ; but he deliberately re- 
jected those doubts, and accepted the 
Book as inspired Scripture. Although 
he could not account for the style 
of the Apocalypse, he was unable to 
ascribe it—as he desired to ascribe it— 
to any other than the Apostle among the 
many persons who bore the name of 
* John.” And thus, this earliest effort to 
apply subjective criticism to the Books 
of the New Testament, utterly failed to 
establish itself in opposition to adequate 
historical proof. The positive testimony 
of Clemens Al. and of Origen (see above 
p. 415), predecessors of Dionysius in the 


(see 


1 ciphoer Thy (why .. Tò pôs.. Thy GAnDeray 
2... THY xápw, Thy xapüv, Thy &ydmmv .. 
*ArrAowrdtn St Kal Eévg Tapa Ta)Ta 7) &mokd- 
Avjis. . . "Eri 0$ kal ris $pücews Tiv diapopdy 
ors TeKwhpacba ToU evaryycAtou kal Tis èro- 
ToAMjs mpbs Thy &mokdAwjuw. Dionysius had just 
before ** conjectured” as to the writer,—rekpaí- 
popar yap čr Te ToU HOous Ékarépew . . kal Tíjs 
ToU BiBAlov OieEoyoyfjs Acryouerns, py Tb» avToy 
elvat,—ap. Euseb., Æ. Z. vii. 25. 
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school of Alexandria, may fairly be ad- 
duced as conclusive against the subjec- 
tive theory of that writer. 

Eusebius, indeed, has attempted, as 
we have already seen (p. 420), to found 
an argument on the ‘‘conjectures” of 
Dionysius. Adopting the singular 
reasoning which finds proof of the non- 
apostolic authorship of the Apocalypse in 
the mention of the two graves at Ephesus! 
(No. (20), p. 420), Eusebius proposes 
to disinter from the words of Papias, 
No. (5), the mysterious form of “the 
Presbyter John,’—of whose existence 
Dionysius seems to have had no know- 
ledge at all,—and suggests that this was 
the unknown “John” whom Dionysius 
had failed to discover. Nowriter between 
Papias and Eusebius has mentioned the 
name of this enigmatical personage, who 
has furnished the theme of such pro- 
tracted controversy in modern times. 
It has been argued with much force, by 
Hengstenberg and others,” that no such 
person existed; and that “John the 
Presbyter” is no other than the Apostle 
himself, who styles himself * Elder" in the 
superscriptions to his second and third 
Epistles. Still, when one examines the 
words of Papias, No. (5); and notices 
there the occurrence of the name 
“John” twice,—once, in conjunction 
with other Apostles, and once, in con- 
junction with Aristion (all, however, 
being apparently styled “disciples of 


1 St. Jerome writes: ** Nonnulli putant duas 
memorias ejusdem Apostoli Joannis esse."— e 
Vir. Ill. c. 9. 

? E. g. Zahn, ‘‘Papias von Hierapolis,” 
Studien u. Kritiken, 1866, s. 649; Lange; 
Guericke; Riggenbach; &c. Renan (Vie de Jésus, 
13"* éd., p. lxxiii.) also writes: **L'existence 
de ce Presbyteros Johannes n'est pas suffisamment 
établie. Elle semble avoir été imaginée pour 
la commodité de ceux qui, par des scrupules 
d'orthodoxie, ne voulaient pas attribuer l'Apo- 
calypse à lApótre. L'argument qu'Eusébe 
tire en faveur de cette hypothèse d'un passage 
de Papias n'est pas décisif. Les mots 4 rtl 
"Iwduyns dans ce passage ont pu être inter- 
polés (?. Dans ce cas, les mots «pee Bbrepos 
'"Ieávv2s, sous la plume de Papias, désigneraient 
lApótre Jean lui-même (Papias applique ex- 
pressément le mot wpecB)repos aux Apótres; 
cf. 1 Pet. v. 1); et Irénée aurait raison contre 
Eusébe en appelant Papias un disciple de Jean. 
Ce qui confirme cette supposition c'est que 
Papias donne .Presbyteros Jehannes pour un 
disciple immédiat de Jésus." 
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the Lord")!; and further, when one 
notices the different tenses used,— 
“what Andrew or Peter, &c., said” 
(cimev) ; “what Aristion and the Pres- 
byter John say" (Aéyovcw),?—it is 
hard to avoid the conclusion adopted 
by Eusebius, that Papias had in mind 
two persons named “John,” one the 
Apostle, the other *the Presbyter" To 
infer, however, from the mere fact of the 
existence of such a person that he was 
the author of the Apocalypse, is perhaps 
the most daring venture which subjec- 
tive criticism has ever assayed. We have 
seen—indeed Dionysius (see p. 440) has 
noticed the fact—how common was the 
name “John” (see p. 406, note !): and 
this of itself affords a strong presumption 
that the writer who speaks with such 
authority to the churches of Asia (Rev. 
ii 7, &c.) ;—whose name was sufficient 
to show who was that “ James the brother 
of John,” whom Herod “killed with the 
sword” (Acts xii. 2) ;—who was content 
to announce himself simply as * I John ^ 
(Rev. i 9);—was one so well known 
and pre-eminent in the Church as 
to need no distinguishing title: in a 
word, one who could be no other than 
the Apostle. Only arrogance, indeed, or a 
deliberate intention to deceive, can 
account for the assumption of this 
simple title by a different writer. Were 
a forger to have desired to appropriate 
the name of one of the original Twelve, 
is it likely that, when assuming a name 
so common, he should have given no 
clearer intimation of the person for 
whom he wished to be taken, than the un- 
ambitious address, ^ John to the Seven 
Churches" (Rev. i 4)? If the author 


1 The same may be said of the word ** elders." 
On the word **elder" in the passage No. (5) 
(Eus., ZZ. Æ. iii. 39), Bishop Lightfoot observes : 
** What class of persons he (Papias) intends to 
include under the designation of ‘elders’ he 
makes clear by the names which follow. The 
category would inciude not only Apostles like 
Andrew and Peter, but also other personal 
disciples of Christ, such as Aristion and the 
second John. In other words, the term with 
him is a synonym for the Fathers of the Church 
in the first generation.” — Contemp. Review, 
August, 1875, p. 379. 

? Bishop Lightfoot (Z c., p. 583), however, 
thinks thet, here, ‘‘ the:tense:shoyld probably be 
regarded as a historic present introduced for 
the sake of variety." 
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was not a forger,—and neither Diony- 
sius nor Eusebius imply that he sought 
to deceive,—must he not have given 
some note of identification such as St. 
Luke has given (Acts i. 1), or as St. 
Jude has prefixed to his Epistle? “The 
Presbyter John,” on the other hand, 
seems to have been a person so obscure 
that no early writer, except Papias,— 
neither Polycarp the contemporary of 
St. John (see p. 409), nor yet Polycrates 
of Ephesus (see p. 413) when enume- 
rating those who were eminent (yeydAa 
arotxeia) in Asia,—has referred even by 
a distant allusion to his existence. The 
conclusion, therefore, seems to be esta- 
blished, that the “ Presbyter John "— 
admitting that he ever existed—was a 
person too insignificant to leave any 
trace bebind him ;* and that to ascribe 
to him the authorship of the Apocalypse, 
is the most arbitrary and the most im- 
probable of hypotheses. Lücke (s. 657) 
thus sums up the verdict of antiquity : 
“The oldest and the universal tradition 
of the Church—if you will, the orthodox 
opinion—is that the Apocalypse is a 
work of the Apostle John, the undoubted 
author of the Fourth Gospel and of the _ 
three Catholic Epistles which stand in 
the Canon under his name." 


$ 6.—The present stage of subjective 
Criticism. 


The subjective doubts suggested by 
Dionysius of Alexandria, and developed 
by Eusebius, have fructified ; and every 
possible combination of the different 
aspects of the problem has found its 
advocates in modern times. The ques- 
tion as to the relation of the Apostle 
John to the two principal works which 
bear his name, admits of four answers :— 


1 The ‘‘ Apostolical Constitutions" (vii. 46), 
indeed, mention, in connexion with the Aristion 
(Ariston) of Papias, a John bishop of Ephesus, 
successor of Timothy and of the Apostles, and 
chiefly of the Apostle John who installed him 
in his office—rfs è 'E$écov Tiuó0eos uiv $m 
TlavaAou, *Iwavyns 86 bard éuoU "Iedvrov—on which 
Le Clerc notes: ‘‘ Est quidem Johannes hic 
meâ conjecturá Johannes ille Presbyter apud 
Eusebium, atque ex eo apud Hieronymum,”— 
ap. Coteler., t. i. p. 387, ed. 1724. The mention 
of Aristion (zézd.) as Bishop of Smyrna adds some 
weight to this interpretation of the statement of 
the Apostolical Constitutions. 
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The Apostle Tohn has written 

I. The Apocalypse as well the Gospel ; 

II. Certainly the Gospel, but not the 
Apocalypse ; 

IIL Certainly the Apocalypse, but 
not the Gospel ; 

IV. Neither the Gospel, nor the Apo- 
calypse. 

After the settlement of the Canon of 
the New Testament (always excepting 
the doubts, already considered, which 
were founded upon the misuse of the 
Apocalypse by the Millennarians) this 
question was not reopened until the age 
of the Reformation.! The verdict of 
antiquity, as represented in the answer 
No. L, was universally accepted. In 
the sixteenth century, however, Erasmus 
(followed by Carolostadt), having re- 
produced the doubts suggested formerly 
by Dionysius, and at this period by 
Luther and Zwingli, declared himself in 
favour of the answer No. II. During 
the rest of Cent. xvi, and during 
Cent. xvii, criticism was silent; but at 
the beginning of Cent xviii, doubts 
once more arose,-—called forth, perhaps, 
by the numerous expositions of the Apo- 
calypse which had appeared in Cent. 
xvii The first attempt in England, writes 
Lücke (s. 496), at a ** more fundamental 
critical inquiry" as to the Apocalypse, 
was that of *the unknown author" of 
‘The New Testament in Greek and 
English, form'd agreeably to the illus- 
trations of the most learned commen- 
tators,—London, 1729? The more 


1 Thus, Nicephorus Callistus (Cent. xiv.) 
accepts as an admitted fact that St. John, when 
in exile in Patmos under Domitian, wrote his 
Gospel and his fepby kal čvðeov &mokdAviuwv 
(ii. 42). In his enumeration (ii. 46) of the Books 
of the Canon he observes that some persons 
imagined (riwis é$avrác0msav) that the Apoca- 
lypse was written by the Presbyter John :—here 
he is clearly referring to Eusebius (see above 
p.441) See Alford, Pro/zgg., p. 220. . 

? The author of this Arian Version of the 
New Testament, now known to be W. Mace 
(see Cotton's ‘Editions of the Bible,’ p. 87), 
relies upon the precedent of Dionysius Alex. ; 
and asserts as to the Fathers who bear testi- 
mony to the Apostolic authorship of the Apoca- 
lypse, that ‘‘ Justin Martyr was remarkable for 
his illiterateness ; Irenæus for his credulity ; 
and Tertullian for his atheistical philosophy. 
The credibility, therefore, of a fact founded 
upon such evidence is less than nothing."— 
p. 1022. 
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important treatise of F. Abauzit, ‘A 
Discourse historical and critical on the 
Revelation ascribed to St. John, —Lon- 
don, 1730,’ first appeared anonymously 
in its English translation; and called 
forth from Dr. Leonard Twells the third 
part of his * Critical examination of the 
late new text and version of the New 
Testament’ (Z4, the version of W. 
Mace). ‘This treatise of Twells Lücke 
(s. 498) describes as “ unquestionably 
the first comprehensive and fundamental 
attempt to defend the Johannean au- 
thenticity of the Apocalypse, as well on 
internal as external grounds;” and by 
it an end was put to the controversy in 
England. Semler and Oeder took up 
the question in Germany about the year 
1769, and alleged that the Book was a 
forgery by Cerinthus who ascribed it to 
St.John. This revival of the opinions of 
the Alogi has received no countenance 
from subsequent critics, however ex- 
treme their scepticism; although the 
theories that the author was “John 
whose surname was Mark”? (Acts xii, 
12); or “the Presbyter John ;” or a 
fictitious * Johannes Theologus" of later 
date than the Apostle (Ballenstedt, Philo 
u. Johannes, Gottingen, 1812); or “a 
rabbinically learned Christian of Lao- 
dicea” (Liitzelberger) ; or, generally, an 
unknown writer named ‘“John,’—were 
variously maintained. ‘This last theory 
is supported by Ewald, Credner, De 
Wette, Neander, Liicke, Diisterdieck, 
and others: its stronghold is the alleged 
discrepancy in style between the Gospel 
and the Apocalypse, together with other 
“internal” grounds (see below, § 7); 
and its motive is an anxiety to uphold 
the authenticity of the Fourth Gospel. 
The next stage of criticism, repre- 
sented by the answer No. IIL, is that 
of Baur and the school of Tiibingen. 
For the first time, in the year 1820, K. 
G. Bretschneider? suggested doubts as 


1 So Beza in his annotated New Testament : 
—‘* Quod si quid aliud liceret ex stylo conjicere, 
nemini certe potius quam Marco tribuerim, qui 
et ipse Joannes dictus est.” —Prolegg, in Apoc., 
ed. Cantab. 1642, p. 744. In modern times Hitzig 
also (Ueber Joh. Markus u. seine Schriften, 
1843) has revived the hypothesis rejected by 
Dionysius Alexandrinus. 

2 Probabilia de Evangelii et Epp. Foannis 
Apostoli indole et origine. 
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to the authorship of tbe Fourth Gospel, 
and prepared the way for the theory of 
Baur and Zeller (p. 406, note’). The 
difference of style, só much insisted upon, 
gave rise to the dilemma,—“ Either the 
Fourth Gospel is the authentic work of St. 
John, and, consequently, the Apocalypse 
is not an authentic work of the same 
author; or the converse is true, and the 
Apocalypse was written by the Apostle, 
and the Gospel was not." Heretofore, the 
former member of the dilemma had been 
usually adopted by critics, following Dio- 
nysius Alex.; but the school of Tubin- 
gen—in its turn taking up the dilemma— 
has adopted the latter member. Writers 
of this school insist upon the early and 
definite decision of ecclesiastical tradi- 
tion in favour of the authorship of the 
Apocalypse by the Apostle John, and of 
his residence in Asia Minor; they usually 
dwell on the testimony of Justin M. 
who, as they argue, was unacquainted 
with St. John’s Gospel; and they also 
rely upon the genuinely Apostolical (that 
is to say, “ genuinely Jewish”) type of 
thought presented by the Apocalypse. 
Hence they conclude that this Book 
alone is the work of the Apostle John ; 
and they consequently assert, on ac- 
count of the alleged difference of style, 
that the Fourth Gospel and the three 
Epistles did not proceed from him. 

A distinct theory has been proposed 
by Volkmar,! in holding which he seems 
to stand alone; viz., that the Apoca- 
lypse is a forgery by a Christian versed 
in the Scriptures, devised during the 
lifetime, and in the name of St. John,— 
* under his shield,” as Volkmar ex- 
presses it (“unter dem Schilde des letz- 
ten Hauptes der 12 Apostel,” s. 42),— 
and with the design of carrying out that 
hostility to Pauline doctrine (see Note A 
on ch. iii, 19) which it is a favourite 
assumption of modern rationalists to 
ascribe to the Apostle John. ‘This 
theory is a sort of compromise be- 
tween the attempt to deny that the 
Christology of the Apocalypse pro- 
ceeded from one of the original Twelve 
Apostles, and the wish, at the same 
time, to maintain that an original 


1 Commentar zur Offenbarung Joannes, von 
Dr. Gustav Volkmar, Zürich, 1862. 
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Apostle was opposed to the teaching 
of St. Paul.! 

The unsatisfactory results of either 
member of the dilemma presented by the 
answers No. II. and No. IIL, has led to 
a partial return to the answer No. L.,— 
although by no means in the sense in 
which any system of orthodox theology 
accepts it. Hase in his Leben Jesu (ate 
Ausg., s. 5), and Réville, in two articles 
in the Revue de Théologie (vol ix. p. 
329; vol. x. p. 1), entitled Jean le pro- 
phite et Jean Tévangéliste, admit, on the 
one hand, the authenticity of the Apoca- 
lypse; and, on the other, the authen- 
ticity of the Fourth Gospel and the 
Epistles: but they assert that an essen- 
tial divergence distinguishes these wri- 
tings,—a divergence which they account 
for by the hypothesis that, in the in- 
terval between the composition of the 
Apocalypse and of the Fourth Gospel, a 
profound transformation took place in 
the faith of the Apostle John :—“ When 
the Apocalypse was written, Jerusalem,” 
argues Hase, “was still standing; and 
thus the passage from this Book to the 
Gospel must have been a transition 
from a lower to a higher point of view: | 
—a progress in religious conception, 
and also a progress in style, manifested 
when the Apostle John found himself at 
Ephesus, where Paul had laboured be- 
fore him.” When assailed on account 
of this theory by the chief of the School 
of Tiibingen, Hase answered by con- 
tending that the transformation in St. 
John’s opinions was caused by his 
sense of the Divine judgment which fell 
on the Jewish Sanctuary, and also by 
the normal development of the Christian 
mind :—* The Gospel" he writes, ‘is 
the Apocalypse spiritualized.”—Die 72/5. 
Schule, s. 26-30. The same theory has 
been proposed in Holland, by Profes- 
sors Scholten and Niermeyer. It is 
evident, however, that whatever can be 
urged in answer to the imaginary con- 
tradiction between St. John and St. 
Paul (see below, and on ch. ii 2) will 
equally hold good in answer to this 


1 Der Verfasser, gleichviel welcher Johannes, 
gehört zu dem Kreis der ältesten Christenheit, 
welche den Paulinismus, der das Gesetz aufhebt, 
als einen Verrath am alten Bund betrachtet.”— 
Volkmar, 4c., S. 25. à 
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imaginary contradiction between St. 
John and himself. 

Yet again, the controversy has veered 
to a different point :—we are now asked 
to adopt the answer No. IV.; and, in 
order to see that St. John wrote neither 
the Fourth Gospel nor the Apocalypse, 
to disbelieve the fact of the Apostle's 
residence at Ephesus; nay, of his having 
ever been in Asia Minor, a fact which 
Strauss (Leben Jesu, P. ii, v. $ 74) fully 
admitted. ‘The ministry of the Apostle 
John in Asia Minor was first called in 
question by Vogel in 1800, and in 
1826 by Reuterdahl who suggested that 
the accounts of St. John's residence at 
Ephesus and exile to Patmos, were de- 
rived from Rev. i. 9, and from it alone. 
'The question was taken up by Lützel- 
berger in 1840, who contended that St. 
John died before the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians was written in Palestine; and, ac- 
cordingly, that he had never been at 
Ephesus. The hypothesis of Lützel- 
berger has been revived and defended by 
the late Dr. Theodor Kein! Keim, 
as we have already seen (p. 406, note ?), 
admits that “from Justin M. to Irenæus 
and the great Fathers, the Revelation of 
John was recognized as the work of the 
Apostle ;" and he also allows that the 
Book “clearly enough refers its own 
composition to Asia Minor and Ephesus" 
(B.i. s. 164) :—but he nevertheless at- 
tempts to prove that, * according to all 
historical evidence, the residence of the 
Apostle John in Asia Minor is set aside ; 
and this in such a manner as to deter- 
mine the question not only concerning 
the Gospel, but also concerning the Reve- 
lation; . . . . and thus the last support 
left to the composition of the Gospel by 
the son of Zebedee is removed” (4 a, 
$. 156). An earlier writer, Bleek (Z c., ii. 
p. 232), while maintaining that the Apo- 
calypse was the work of “ John the Pres- 
byter," had admitted that such a theory is 
not without its difficulties, if the Apostle 
John was then living in Asia Minor and 
in the region where the Book appeared. 
In order, therefore, not to contradict 
the historical evidence which so clearly 
proves that St. John was a resident in 


1 * Geschichte Jesu von Nazara,” Zürich, B. 
1215075 B. iL 1871. ; B. 1111872; 


445 


Ephesus, Bleek had conjectured that he 
did not come there until after the Apoca- 
lypse was written. This conjecture seems 
to have suggested his system to Keim 
(B. i. s. 156 ff), who seeks to prove, 
(1) that all the Apostles died long before 
the end of Cent. i.; (2), that St. John 
never resided and laboured in Asia 
Minor; (3), that the account, usually 
accepted, of his residence at Ephesus is 
not more ancient. than Irenæus; and 
that Irenæus, through a mistake, changed 
* the Presbyter John" of Papias, No. (5), 
into the Apostle John,—erroneously con- 
necting with the latter what he had 
heard in Asia Minor, when a boy. 

(1) As to the early removal by death of 
the Apostles, Keim relies on Rev. xviii. 
20; XXi. 14. Thesetexts give no support 
to his conclusion: for ch. xviii. 20 can 
only refer generally to the persecution 
of the Church—ver. 24 speaking merely 
“of the blood of prophets and of 
saints," without any article to restrict 
the meaning, and without any mention of 
Apostles; while in ch. xxi. 14, the Twelve 
Names on the Twelve Foundations sym- 
bolize those who had founded the king- 
dom of God, without any allusion to 
their death or their survival That 
some, at least, of the Apostles did sur- 
vive the destruction of Jerusalem, may 
surely be gathered from such texts as 
Matt. xvi. 28 and the parallel passages; to 
which we may add the * when ye shall see 
(inte) Jerusalem compassed with armies,” 
of Luke xxi. 20. See below, p. 449. 

(2) Keim urgesthe silence of the earliest 
Christian writers as to the residence of 
St. John in Asia Minor. We are here 
to bear in mind how scanty the writings 
are which remain from this period ; and 
that even these are nearly all hortatory, 
controversial, or apologetic :—when the 
New ‘Testament itself is quoted, the 
names of the writers are seldom given. 
Where, one may ask, was that positive 
necessity which the argumentum a silentio 
requires, for any mention of St. John ? 
If we omit the New Testament, how little 
do we know of St. Paul? Polycarp ad- 
dressing the Philippians (c. iii.) speaks of 
St. Paul who had written an Epistle to 
that church ; but the church of Philippi 
had no relations with St. John. Men 
like Ignatius, writing in fear of their 
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lives, naturally confined themselves to 
the burning questions which agitated the 
Church, unconscious of the historical 
demands of posterity :— Thus, writing to 
Rome, Ignatius (c. iv.) refers to the 
connexion of that church with St. Peter 
and St. Paul; he addresses Ephesus 
(c. xii.) as the city through which the 
saints passed to a martyr's death; his 
epistles to Smyrna and to Polycarp are 
occupied with the dogmatic and other 
interests of the time. ‘The Epistle 
of the church of Smyrna relates to the 
persecutions of the Christians ; and was 
writen to the neighbouring churches 
which needed no information as to St. 
John. Keim's chief reliance, however, 
is placed on the silence of Hegesippus 
(circ. A.D. 170). Eusebius (ZZ. E. iii. 32 ; cf. 
Routh, Z ¢., 1. 205, &c.) has preserved a 
few fragments of this writer's “ historical 
memorials” (bmouvjuara), in which he 
tells us that the Church was at peace till 
the time of Trajan; that the Apostles 
had gradually died off, and been suc- 
ceeded by others who had heard with 
their own ears the Divine Wisdom ; 
and that errors had now sprung up 
because there was no Apostle to correct 
them.  Hegesippus accordingly places 
the death of the last Apostle in imme- 
diate causal connection with the out- 
break of Gnostic error ; he assigns both 
facts to the reign of Trajan, and is thus 
in perfect agreement with Irenæus and 
the others (see p. 430) who state that St. 
John survived till that period.” 

(3) * But among the silent,” writes 
Keim (s. 161), “there rises one who 
speaks," Papias bishop of Hierapolis near 


1 There is a hint (c. xi) that St. Paul was 
not the only Apostle who had laboured at 
Ephesus :—the receivers of the Epistle are those 
oi eal &àmr oc TÓXous müvrore cwjecav èv 
Suvdmer I, X. 

? If the *Muratorian Fragment’ (see p. 421) 
was written by Hegesippus, as Bunsen holds, 
Keim's objection. às still less forcible. On this 
argument that, if St. John had been at Ephesus 
at all, Papias and Hegesippus must have men- 
tioned it, and Irenæus and Eusebius have quoted 
them to that effect, —Mr. Matthew Arnold 
observes; “f As if the very notoriety of John’s 
residence at Ephesus would not have dispensed 
Irenæus and Eusebius from adducing formal 
testimony to it, and made them refer to it just 
in the way they do ! "— Contemp, Review, May, 
1875, p. 988. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ephesus, the friend of Polycarp bishop 
of Smyrna — see No. (6). From the 
passage No. (5) Keim infers that Papias 
neither personall knew the Apostle 
John, nor even presupposes, in those 
words, his existence in Asia Minor; 
Papias having merely been connected 
in his early days with one Aristion, and 
a Presbyter or * Elder" named John, 
who were both * disciples of the Lord." 
And the reason given for such an infer- 
ence is, that, in this enumeration of 
seven Apostles, St. John—had he really 
been bishop of the neighbouring city 
Ephesus—could not have been placed 
by Papias so low as sixth! The 
Apostle, accordingly, was never in Asia 
Minor at all; and the positive assertion 
of Irenzeus—with whom the error first 
arose—and of others, that St. John 
lived and died at Ephesus, originated in 
the desire cherished in Asia, as well as at 
Coxinth and Rome, to claim an Apostle 
as transmitter of the pure Christian tra- 
dition in opposition to Gnosticism. And 
thus it has come to pass that the Apostle 
John has taken the place in history of 
“the Presbyter John”—a personage of 
whose existence we know absolutely . 
nothing, except from this casual men- 
tion of his name by Papias. Keim’s con- 
tention, then, amownts to this, that what 
Irenæus had heard in his boyhood re- 
specting ** John the Presbyter," he falsely 
ascribed to John the son of Zebedee ; 
and this with such success as to impose 
on all succeeding writers down to the 
present day. When the evidence, how- 
ever, as to St. John's history which has 
been examined in the foregoing pages 
is borne in mind, it is hard to avoid the 
conjecture of Ewald (GóZing. gel. Anzeig. 
1867, s. 41) that Keim could not have 
meant seriously to defend such a con- 
clusion. As a matter of fact, Keim is 


T As to the position here assigned to the 
name of the Apostle John, Bishop Lightfoot 
writes :—‘‘ No rational account can be given of 
the sequence, supposing that the names are 
arranged ‘in order of merit’. . . . The two 
names, which are kept to the last and associated 
together, are just those two members of the 
Twelve to whom alone the Church attributes 
written Gospels. As Lvazgelists, the names of 
John and Matthew would naturally be con- 
napa Review, October 1875, p. 

39» 


INTRODUCTION. 


mistaken when he asserts that Irenæus 
was the first to announce the residence 
of the Apostle John in Asia Minor ; for 
we have the distinct evidence to the 
contrary of Apollonius who, as we know, 
lived in the days of Polycarp and Pa- 
pias, and who wrote before Irenæus : 
even Keim allows that Apollonius wrote 
A.D. 170—180. Apollonius, more- 
Over, was free from any controversial 
bias in favour of the Apocalypse, for he 
wrote against Montanism (see p. 411) ; 
and he was able, as being himself an 
Asiatic, to bear testimony to St. John's 
residence and work at Ephesus, and 
to a special miracle which was there 
performed by the Apostle—see No. (9). 
Again, Keim assumes that Polycrates 
(see note °, p. 413) was in error as to the 
Apostle Philip ; and hence he concludes 
that Polycrates shared in the general con- 
fusion as to the Apostle John—although 
he was himself bishop of Ephesus, 
and for forty years a contemporary of 
Polycarp. See also p. 430, note% In 
fine the theory of Keim requires us to 
believe that four independent witnesses 
—Apollonius at Ephesus, Irenzeus in 
Gaul, Clemens at Alexandria, and Ter- 
tulian in Africa,—shared in the same 
misconception; and that this miscon- 
ception has come to be accepted as 
history, while every trace of the true 
facts has been obliterated.? 

And thus it may easily be seen how 
groundless is this latest attack on the 
Apostolic authorship of the Apocalypse, 
founded as it 1s upon the denial of St. 
John's residence in Asia Minor. Hil- 
genfeld without hesitation concludes : 
* John is, with full certainty, to be 
.upheld as the Apostle of Asia" (“ Jo- 
hannes als Apostel Asiens ist mit 
voller Sicherheit zu behaupten," Z c., 
S. 395). The evidence for the fact of 
the Apostle's residence in Asia has been 
already stated (pp. 427-30): and the 

LE c5 a S ISA ann 20s. e104, etm 
(s. 169) also allows that the Apostle was con- 
founded with, or exchanged for, the author of 
the Apocalypse, before the confusion arose be- 
tween John the son of Zebedee and **the Pres- 
byter John" ; because Justin Martyr, some time 
before Irenzeus, was a witness to that error,— 
see No. (8), p. 410. 


? See Mr. Sanday's remarks on Keim, in Zhe 
Academy, July 1, 1871. 
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epistle of Irenæus to Florinus (pp. 8, 
27); the passage from Polycrates (No. 
(14), p. 414); and the opening chapters 
of the Apocalypse itself—to go no farther 
—will ever remain three solid bases on 
which our belief may rest with full his- 
toric certainty.! 


$ 7. Doubts as to the Apostolic Author- 
ship. 


INTERNAL EVIDENCE. — We have 
seen how the current of modern Ra- 
tionalism has set in the direction 
of fully admitting the composition of 
the Apocalypse by the Apostle John, 
the son of Zebedee,—the conclusion 
which it has been the chief object 
of this Introduction to prove. This 
admission, whatever its value may be, 
is to be placed to the credit of the 
present argument, without accepting in 
any sense the result which is thereby 
aimed at, namely the rejection of the 
Fourth Gospel on the ground of its inter- 
nal discrepancies from the Apocalypse. 
As scholars, on the other hand, of the 
stamp of Lucke, Diisterdieck and Ewald, 
who accept the Fourth Gospel as the 
composition of St. John, seek to over- 
throw the authenticity of the Apoca- 
lypse by means of the same alleged 
discrepancies, it is necessary to exa- 
mine whether such discrepancies really 
exist. 

It is evident at a glance that the 


! This result, given in his own words, is almost 
admitted by Renan (Z«., p. 569). Luthardt, on the 
Fourth Gospel (1874, s. 122), thus sums up the 
answer to Keim :—(i.) Irenzeus cannot have con- 
founded the Apostle John with: **the Presbyter 
John," since he carefully distinguishes between 
the Apostles and other disciples of the Lord ; 
and since he appeals, in controversy, to facts 
which cannot be rejected by those against whom 
he urges them;—(ii.) Nor can the supposed 
error of Irenæus as to St. John's residence at 
Ephesus be ascribed to this confusion, since, 
independently of Irenæus, the same tradition 
existed in Asia Minor as well asin Rome, and 
with Clemens Alex. (see above, p. 415) ;—(iii.) 
Had St. John not been at Ephesus, Polycarp 
could never have appealed to his example in the 
Easter controversy, as we know that he did,— 
ore yàp 6 'Avíücmros toy IloxÓkapmov mesar 
eddvaro mh THpElv, ATE uer& "Lodvzov Tod Mabnrod 
Tod Kuplov Tuv kal TOY AoiTay G&mocTÓAcv, 
ois cwvbiérpnUev, Gel Termpukóra, — ap. Eus. 


v. 24. 
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Apocalypse presents wide divergences 
in structure and form from the other 
writings of St. John ; but it is equally 
evident that such divergences are im- 
plied in the nature of the Book itself. 
From first to last the Book is a reflexion 
of the Old Test., echoing the prophetic 
voice, and exhibiting all the severity of 
the prophetic language. The style and 
manner, too, of the Apocalypse, as of 
any other composition, must, of neces- 
sity, be influenced by the position of the 
author throughout :—one need only call 
to mind the hymns of Mary, and Za- 
charias, and Simeon, differing as they 
do from the usual style of St. Luke. 
Some writers seem to think that St. 
John could write in only one style, 
and that, a style fixed and unchange- 
able; forgetting how different the sub- 
jects are on which the Apostle has 
written, as well as the influence of the 
prophetic state on a prophet’s utter- 
ances. The fact is that the diver- 
gences in form and structure between 
the Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel 
present themselves as natural and in- 
evitable; while, at the same time, the 
analogies which may be traced between 
the ideas and the language of both 
writings, are too numerous, and are 
often marked with too great subtilty, to 
be fortuitous.! The Gospel, no less than 
the Apocalypse, is marked by its depen- 
dence on the Old Test. The Apocalypse, 
indeed, as wellas the Gospel, is through- 
out full of allusions to, as distinct from 
direct citations of, the earlier Scriptures,— 
allusions which are interwoven, as if un- 
consciously, with the author’s style. For 
example, let Rev. i 10; iv. 2; xvii. 3; 
xxi. ro, be compared with Num. xxiv. 2 ; 
2 Chrom xv. r; Isai. lxi f; Ezek. x 
5 ;—Rev. iv. 3, with Ezek, i. 28 ;—Rev. 
vil. r, with Dan. vii. 2 ;—Rev. xiv. ro, 
with Jer. xxv. rs. See also the Messi- 
anic allusions in Rev. iii. 7; v. 5 ; xxii. 
16. Soin the Gospel, let John 1. 51 be 
compared with Gen. xxviii r2 ;—John 
ii: 16, with Jer. vii. 11 ;—John v. 29, with 
Dan. xii. 2 ;—John ix. 39, with Isai. xlii. 


1 On this whole subject, see articles in the 
numbers of the Revue de Théologie for June, July, 
and Sept. 1856, entitled “ De l'authenticité des 
écrits johanniques d'aprés Antonie Niermeyer, 
par M. Busken-Huet.” 
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7 ;—John x. 16, with Isai lvi 8. The 
Messianic allusions are no less clear :— 
Christ must first “be manifest unto 
Israel,” John i. 11, 31 ;— Nathanael ad- 
dresses Him as * King of Israel," John 
i. 49 ;—“ Salvation is of the Jews,” John 
iv. 22 ;—and finally, the “ Hosanna” of 
John xii. 13. 

But the question must be considered 
more systematically. 

I. And first of all as to the reasons de- 
rived from internal characteristics, against 
the composition of the Apocalypse 
by an Apostle, the great majority of 

“ doubts” founded upon such grounds 
almost carry with them their own refu- 
tation :— 

(a) ‘The entire history of the exile 
of the Apostle John in Patmos under 
Domitian is, we are told, a fiction 
founded on Rev. i. 9, whichis the record 
of an unreal vision ’—so Eichhorn, Ne- 
ander, Bleek. Not to mention the posi- 
tive evidence already adduced, Winer 
(Real- Wörterbuch, i. 592) justly ob- 
serves that the ecstatic condition of the 
Seer does not commence until ver. 10,— 
the ninth verse bearing all the marks of 
a plain historical narrative in which, 
under the circumstances of the time - 
(see note ?, p. 431), there is not theleast 
improbability. 

(B) ‘The author does not call himself 
an Apostle ; he does not speak of him- - 
self as an Apostle, or in the manner in 
which an Apostle might be expected to 
speak ? so Lücke, Keim, &c. But why 
should the title * servant” (odos) Rev. 
le (cf, choix, 95 31. 295) proyentaas 
he was not an Apostle, when we find the 
same title assumed by St. Paul, Rom. 
ir;Gahigio; Puli Ts Tib 22 
again the title * partaker" (cvyxowwvés), 
Rev. i. 9, which is also used by St. Paul, 
t Cor. ix. 23 ; Phil. i. 7 ;—or “brother” 
(ade\gos) Rev. i. 9 (cf. ch. xix. 10; xxii. 
9), a mode of speech which occurs in 
Rom. L i3; 1 Cot L TOs, Gal gb tee 
&c.? The writer is naturally referred 
to as a * prophet" (as in Rev, xxu 
9; ch ch. x, 7), just as were Ezekiel 
and Daniel The style, moreover, 
and manner throughout the Book agree 
in all respects with the character of 
the “son of thunder" (Mark iii 17) 


‘as depicted in the Gospels, e.g. Luke 
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ix. 54. Cf also p. 428, note?; and 
see paragraph (e) below. 

(y) ‘The Author speaks of the Twelve 
as he would not have done had he be- 
longed to their number,—e. g. in Rev. 
xvii. 20; xxi 14 (on these texts see 
also p. 445). When Keim argues here, 
that in ch. xvii. 20 the Apostles are 
spoken of “ objectively,” he forgets that 
they are similarly spoken of in 1 Cor. 
xii 28; Eph. iii. 5; while Rev. xxi. 14 
does no more than reflect the teaching 
of such passages as Matt. xvi. 18; xix. 
281; Eph. ii 20,—passages which also 
set aside the objection that it is incon- 
sistent with the humility of an Apostle, 
as prescribed in Mark x. 43, 44, to call 
himself and his fellow Apostles “ Foun- 
dations.” The remark of Ewald, that 
it is likewise inconsistent with Apostolic 
humility to record these promises of 
future blessedness, may be answered by 
referring to the far plainer words of St. 
Paul, Phil. i, 21-23; 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8; 
not to mention Dan. xii 13; or St. 
John’s styling himself in the Gospel 
* the Disciple whom Jesus loved.” 

(5) * The reflexion of the language 
and imagery of ancient prophecy which 
marks the Apocalypse, shows that the 
Visions recorded by its author are not 
original; but a mere repetition of the 
words of earlier Seers, in which he 
clothes his own anticipations of the 
future. This is an argument really di- 
rected against the whole prophetic 
Volume, where we find successive pro- 
phets employing the very expressions of 
earlier predictions and developing their 
sense (see Lee on Zzspiration, 4th ed., 
~ 326, &c.) : it is also a denial of that 
progressive character which marks all 
Revelation, as set forth in Heb. i. r. 

(e) ‘The Christ of the Apocalypse is 
not the Christ of the Gospels :—in the 
Apocalypse He is “ the Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah” (Rev. v. 5); He “shall rule 
the nations with a rod of iron” (Rev. 
xix. 15); He leads His armies “clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood” (Rev. 


1 When discussing this question, Scholten 
(A c., s. 129) asserts that Matt. xix. 28 is 
spurious, There is, however, really no more 
doubt as to the genuineness of this verse than 
as to the genuineness of any other verse in the 
New Test. :—see Tischendorf, 8th ed., zz loc. 


New Test.—Vot. IV, 
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xix. r3) Is this,’ we are asked, ‘the 
Jesus of Matt. xi. 28-30 ; xii. 18-20?’ 
The answer is clear: The Christ of the 
Apocalypse és the Christ of the Gospel, — 
Christ in His character of King (Matt, 
XXV. 31—46),— Christ in His character 
of Judge (John v. 22-29; cf. Ps. ii. ; 
Isai lxiii. 1-6). See also the note on 
Rev. iii. 21. 

II. Again, it is urged that * the Apoca- 
lypse differs from the other writings of 
the Apostle John by ZZe severity of its 
spirit, and temper, and tone.’ 

Is this conclusion, however, borne 
out by facts ? 

The fiery spirit of St. John (cf. Mark 
ii. 17 ; Luke ix. 54) has, no doubt, left 
its impress on the Apocalypse. The 
loving words of the Epistles to the 
Seven Churches are mingled with stern 
tones of reproof to Ephesus (ch. ii. 5), to 
Pergamum (ch. ii. 16), to Laodicea (ch. iii. 
16). Of those who worship the Beast, 
* the smoke of their torment goeth up for 
ever and ever” (ch. xiv. x1 ; cf. vv. 10, 20). 
They who are not written in the Book of 
Life are “ cast into the lake of fire” (ch. 
xx, 15). Butwithalltheirgentleand loving 
utterances the other Joannean writings 
present the same aspect of severity, — 
see John iii. 36; vi 70; will. 44; xv. 6; 
i John il. 19; v. 16; 2 John ro. Ifit 
is said in Rev. xvi. 5, of the avenging 
justice of God, “ Righteous art Thou” 
(Aikas €i), —so in John xvii. 25, God is 
addressed “O righteous Father" (Iarnp 
dicate), And yet with all this, the prin- 
ciple that * God is love" is deeply 
stamped upon the Apocalypse. Al- 
though the Book, as describing the 
Divine judgments, dwells on the wrath 
of God (cf. John v. 22-29), still we 
never lose sight of His mercy and 
loving-kindness. The thought contained 
in ch. vii. 17, which is repeated in ch. 
xxi 4,—that “God shall wipe away 
every tear from the eyes" of men—is 
also implied in ch. xxi. 7, where the idea 
of “son” includes that of ‘ Father." 
This same thought reappears in another 
form in ch. xxi. 3 : “ God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God," where 
the words *their God" at once recall 
John xx. 17. If in John ii. 17, God 
comes in Christ not to judge but to 
save ; in the Apocalypse, God comes in 
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Christ to 7udge—but, only after the work 
of mercy has been accomplished, ch. xix. 
11; xx. 11-15. The judgment of the 
world, indeed, and the conflict between 
Christ and the world are the constant 
theme of the Fourth Gospel, e.g. John 
xi. 31; Xv. I9, 20; xvi 11; nay, 
that peculiar feature of the Apocalypse 
—the First Resurrection—is not ob- 
scurely foreshadowed in John v. 25- 
29: see on Rev. xx. 

Let the following passages also be 
compared: Rev. i 5; ii. 4; V. 9, with 
1 John i. 7 ;—Rev. ii. 17 with John vi. 
32;—Rev. iii 20 with John xiv. 23 ;— 
Rev. vii 16 with John vi 35;—Rev. 
xxi 6; xxi. 17 with John iv. 1o, 14; 
yg 37. 

IIL The question as to the identity 
of doctrine is next to be considered. 
And first of all, as to the Christology of 
the Book :— 

(a) The Christology of the Apocalypse 
perfectly reflects that of the Fourth 
Gospel The Ancient Church styled 
the Author of the Apocalypse Z/eologos 
(see the remarks introductory to ch. i), 
because he taught the Godhead of the 
Logos ; and this fact Scholten (4 c, s. 9) 
turns into the objection that the “ Apo- 
theosis of Jesus is stated too strongly to 
be ascribed to a contemporary and dis- 
ciple of Jesus,"—see e.g. ch. iii. 21. 

'The title Logos, * The Word," de- 
scribes as an exclusive attribute the 
Person of Christ :—In the Fourth Gos- 
pel we read (i. 1) “The Word was 
God” (@eds v ô Aóyos). In Rev. xix. 13 
He is called, at His Second Coming, 
“the Word of God;" as in 1 John i. 
1, He is called “the Word of Life.” 
When He is called absolutely “the 
Word,” in John i. 1, the genitive (rod 
co?) underlies the sense;— just as 
when “The Life" (4 &e$j, John i. 4), 
also taken absolutely, is applied to 
Him: cf. John v. 26. Accordingly, in 
the Apocalypse (ch. xix. 13), where 
Christ appears as the supreme and final 
Revelation of Jehovah, the genitive (rod 
@cod) is added to the absolute 6 Aóyos. 
The tifles, too, which paraphrase the 
name Jehovah, are, with but slight notes 
: of distinction, applied to God and Christ: 
—“ Alpha and Omega,” “the First and 
the Last,” “the Beginning and the End,” 
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“the Holy and True,” “the Amen,” 
He that is “alive for evermore” (Rev. 
i By) 27 ikay, x45 RRL GARI T5 
In Rev. iii. 14 Christ is “the Beginning 
of the Creation of God” (ù épx7, see John 
i 1; cf. Col i 15). In this passage 
of the Apocalypse, the title (ù åpxń) 
cannot mean a being prior to all others, 
* the first created," any more than * the 
Last" (ch. i. 17) can mean, * One who 
comes /ast or after others; it means 
‘the Beginning, ‘the primal Source '— 
principium not initium (see in loc)— 
from Which all Creation flows; just as 
“the Last" means the ez to which all 
Creation returns. Through Christ all 
things created are connected with God: 
—and this is the thought which “the 
Word,” as represented in the Fourth 
Gospel, conveys, see John i 3; cf. 
Rev. iv. rir. The pre-existence of 
Christ is also implied,—see John xvii. 
5; and cf Rev. xii. 8 with John 
xvii. 24. 

The name “Jesus Christ" occurs in 
Rev. i 1, 2, 5; and in the Fourth 
Gospel in ch i 17; xvii 3. The title 
“Son of God,” which is frequent in 
the Fourth Gospel, is found in Rev. 
ii. 18; and similarly the title “Son of 
Man” occurs e/even times in the Fourth 
Gospel, and appears in Rev. i. 13; xiv. 
14. Throughout the Apocalypse Christ is 
styled “the Lamb,”—e.g. ch. v. 6; and 
the title is applied to Him twenty-eight 
times. In the Fourth Gospel He is 
“the Lamb of God,” John i. 29, 36 
In John xix. 36—“ a bone of Him shall 
not be broken”—the reference to Ex. 
xii. 46 proves that “the Lamb of God” 
is the Paschal Lamb, the * Lamb slain” 
(a phrase more than once to be found 
in the Apocalypse, ch. v. 6, 9, 12; 
xiii. 8), by Whom and by Whose blood 
the sins of the world have been taken 
away,—see John i. 29; x John i. 7; 
ii, 2; Rev. i 53! vii x4. (On the 
Greek word rendered * Lamb,” see 
below, p. 457) The idea of *re- 
demption" is also expressed in Rev. v. 
9; xiv. 3, 45 c£ John visits XA EET 
xv. I3. In Rev. iii, 21 Christ sits zm 


! Tn Rev. i. 5, a few authorities give the 
reading Aojcavr: in place of Avsavtı. Cf. the 
former with the use of Aovew in John xiii, 10, 
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the Father's throne; in John i. 18 He is 
the Son who is in the bosom of the 
Father ;—in Rev. i. 4, 5, as in 2 John 3, 
* grace and peace" come from Christ as 
well as from God. Like God, the Lamb 
is the Temple and the Lamp of the 
heavenly City (Rev. xxi 22, 23); He 
receives worship at the same time, and 
in the same manner as the Father (Rev. 
V. 11-13); and that worship belongs to 
Him which may not be rendered to 
Angels (ch. xix. 10; xxii. 9) :—all this 
but reflects the thought expressed in 
John v. 23, “that all may honour the 
Son, even as they honour the Father." 

In the Fourth Gospel, God revealed 
in Christ is Life, Light, Love (e.g. John 
et, 5. 05- XV. 9, fo; xvii, 2,26 ; cf. I 
John iv. 8, 16),—abstract terms which 
express the three characteristic thoughts 
of St. John. In the Apocalypse, God 
is He “that veth for ever and ever,” 
EM 95: x Grav 7 jock vi.2:— 
Codis Z4 ch xxi 23; xxi. 55 cf 
ch. iv. 3 :—while the words of ch. i. 5; 
ii. 9, reflect all that the Fourth Gospel 
and the Joannean Epistles declare as to 
the Divine Love. (See above the ob- 
jection urged by Dionysius of Alexandria, 
(iii.), p. 441). t 

If we compare Rev. v. 9 with John 
xvii. 4, 5 (observe xai vv, — And now,” 
z. é., ‘My work being accomplished’), we 
at once perceive that the Apocalypse and 
the Gospel present the death of Christ 
from the same point of view. In Rey. 
xii rr, we read that when Christ's king- 
dom was founded, the Dragon was sub- 
dued and his power broken :—this is also 
the doctrine of John xii 31; xiv. 30; 
I John i. 8. Christ speaks of God as 
“My Father” (John ii. 16; xiv. 2), as 
“My God" (John xx. 17):—and so 
3bounsRewar 29:5 ii 2, 5, 12,21 (in 
Rev. xiv. 1, God is called “His [the 
Lamb’s] Father") In John vi 51; 
viii 12; x. 7, 11, He uses the emphatic 
* [ am ;"—Aand so too in Rev. i. 8, 17; 
Hu22: xxi 6; xxii. 13, 16: Compare 
also the formula “I will give" [* water,” 
“bread],” in John iv. 14; vi. 51, as in 
Rev. il. 7, 17; xxi 6. As a shepherd 
He feeds His flock, “ads them, and 
they follow Him, Rev. vii 17; xiv. 4: 
this image occurs in John x. where it is 
transformed into a complete parabolic 
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discourse,—cf. John xxi. 16. He leads 
to “the fountain of the water of life,” 
Rev. vii 17; xxi 6; xxii. 17 ;—cf, this 
thought with John iv. 10, 14; vii. 37. Asa 
Bridegroom He receives the Church as 
His Bride, Rev. xix. 7; xxi 2, 9 ;—cf. 
John iii 29. Compare in like manner 
Rev. i. 7, with John xix. 37 ;—Rev. ii. 7, 
with r John v. rr;—Rev. ii rr, with 
John xi. 26 ;—Rey. iii. 7, with John x. 9; 
—Rev. iii. 20, with John xiv. 23; xvii. 
21-26 ;—Rev. xxi 23, 24, with John 
Vill. 12 ;j— Rev. xiv. 4, with John xiii. 36. 

Christ is placed in the same rank with 
God in Rev. vi. 16; xii. 10; xiv. 4; xxi. 
22 ;—and so He is placed in John v. 
17-26 ; vii. 19; X. 15; xvii, 1; r John 
i. 23. The doxologies in Rev. v. 13; 
Vil. I0 ; xi. 15, where the same expres- 
sions are applied to Christ and to God, 
merely reflect such texts as John viii. 16 ; 
XV. 23; XVl. 3; xvii. 3; 1 John i. 3; ii. 225 
2 John 3, 9. Such passages, indeed, as 
Rev. xx. 6; xxii. 1, 3, are founded on 
the great principle announced in John 
x. 30, “I and the Father are one” (cf. 
xiv. 9). As God ‘is worshipped in Rev. 
iv. 8-11, so is Christ in Rev. v. 12, 13:— 
Angels and men * honour the Son even 
as they honour the Father," John v. 23. 

Acts of the same kind are ascribed to 
God and to Christ. The “sending” of 
the Angel “to show unto His servants 
the things which must shortly come 
to pass,'—an act ascribed to God in 
Rev. xxi. 6, and ascribed to Christ 
in Rev. i. 1; xxii. 16,—corresponds to 
the *sending" the Comforter by the 
Father in John xiv. 26, and by Christ 
in John xv. 26. If both God and Christ 
are the light of the Heavenly City in 
Rev. xxi 23; xxii 5, the presence of 
both is the recompense of the faithful 
in John xiv. 18, 23, and their protection 
in John x. 28, 29. 

If Christ is * He which searcheth the 
reins and hearts" in Rev. ii. 23, we read 
to the same effect in John ii. 24, 25: 
—cf. John vi. 61, 70. 

In both the Fourth Gospel and the 
Apocalypse the “Tabernacle” of God, 
or of Christ is with (or among) men, 
John i 14; Rev. vii 15; xxi 3:—in 
the former He speaks of His body under 
the figure of a Sanctuary (vaós), John ii. 
19; in the latter He is Himself the 
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Sanctuary of the New Jerusalem, Rev. 
xxi. 22. 

'The references to the Resurrection in 
Rev. i. 17, 18 ; ii. 8, are parallel to those 
in John ii, 19; x. 17, 18 :—compare, 
too, Rev. i. 18, where Christ has “the 
keys of death and of hell" with John 
V. 213 vi 39; xi 25 ;— Rev. i 5 (“the 
first born of the dead"), with John xiv. 
19; xx. 17 ;—Rev. xii 5, (the “Man 
Chid Who ... was caught up unto 
God”), with John vii. 33 ; xiii. 3; xvi. 
16. In Rev. i. 18, Christ is * the Living 
One,”—He “that is alive for evermore ;” 
in John xiv. 6, 19, He names Himself 
“the Way, the Truth, and the Life ;” 
and declares * Because I live, ye shall 
live also.” 

In fine,—the doctrine of the “ subor- 
dination " of the Son, expressed in Rev. 
i 1, is the reflection of what is taught 
in John v. 19, 26; x. 29; xiv. 28. 

The Gospel, in short, presents Christ, 
in His state of humiliation, as the object 
of faith; the Apocalypse reveals Him 
in His state of Glory, as a King carrying 
out the scheme of redemption, and exe- 
cuting judgment. Each Book is the 
complement of the other ; and both, by 
their union, make up one perfect whole. 
The Evangelist looks to the past ; and 
brings to light those features of the life 
of Christ which set forth the glory of the 
Word made flesh :—the writer of the 
Apocalypse studies with the same care 
the future; and unfolds the progress of 
the Kingdom of God. 

(b) The doctrine of the Holy Spirit :— 

The Personality of the Holy Ghost is 
an admitted doctrine of the Fourth 
Gospel; so also in the Apocalypse, the 
Divine Spirit is a distinct Person :—(1) 
He appears, in the entire fulness of 
His being, distinct both from God the 
Father and from Christ, symbolically 
represented as “ the Seven Spirits which 
are before the throne,” Rev. i 4; iv. 5 
(cf. John xv. 26); and then as “ the 
Seven Spirits of God” which Christ 
“hath,” Rev. iii. 1; v. 6. In the last 
of these passages we may discern an 
analogy to the statement of John iii. 34, 
that the Spirit is given “without mea- 
sure" to Christ,—a fulness distinct 
from that ofany gift to man, as the 
absence of the article in John xx. 22, of 
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itself, indicates. (2) “The Spirit" ap- 
pears absolutely in Rev. ii. 7 (and the szx 
parallel places); xiv. 13: xxii; 17. In 
this sense *the Comforter" teaches and 
reminds the Disciples (John xiv. 26); 
and when He comes, will testify of Jesus 
(John xv. 26). Compare, too, 1 John 
iv. 1, with the references to “the Spirit 
of prophecy in" Rev. xix. 10; and “the 
spirits of the prophets in” Rev. xxii. 6. 

(c) The Ministry of Angels—of which 
the Apocalypse from beginning to end 
testifies—is taught by Christ in John i. 
51; is confessed by the people, John xii. 
29; is represented as a matter of fact, 
John xx. 12, 13. 

(d) The Christian life :— 

(1) The formula, “to keep the com- 
mandments" of God or of Christ, so 
continual] employed by the Apostle, 
is variously expressed (rypety 7a ye- 
ypoapp., TH pya, TOV Aóyov, Tas évroAás, 
Tà indria, &c.) in Rev. i. 3; ii 26; iii 
8; xii 17 ; xvi. 15 ;—the verb is used 
absolutely in ch. iii 3, but always in 
this moral sense. With the exception 
of John ii. 10, this is always the sense 
of rype (24 times) in the Fourth 
Gospel, and in the first Epistle of St. 
john. (2) We read in Rev. xxi 27; 
xxii 15 of him that “doeth (zouv) a 
lie;"—in John iii 21; r John i. 6 of 
him that *doeth the truth" (3) In 
Rev. i 9 (cf ch. iti. ro), of * the pa- 
tience which is in Jesus" (éropovy) ;— 
with which cf. the “abiding” (uévev) in 
Him, John xv. 4; 1 Johnii. 6 ; 2 John 9. 
(4) Ifthe “beloved” are commanded “‘to 
prove (Soximaew) the spirits,” in 1 John 
iv. 1,—the Church of Ephesus is com- 
mended (Rev.ii 2) for having “ tried” 
(weipafev) “them which call themselves 
Apostles.” (5) The use of the verb 
dpveicba, “thou didst not deny my. 
faith,” or “my name," Rev. ii. 13 ; iii. 
8, is entirely parallel to its use in John 
xviii 25-27; I Johnii. 22,23. (6) And 
so is the mention of the trials of the 
faithful, Rev. ii. 10; iii. ro, to such pas- 
sages as John xv. 18-21; xvi 1-4; I 
John iii 13. Compare also Rev. iii. 11, 
with 2 John 8 ;—Rev. ii 9, 19, with 
John xv. 2, 5 ;—Rev. vii. 14; xxii 11, 
14, with r John ii. 3. (7) “To walk” 
(mepvraréiv) is used to denote moral 
action in Rev. ili, 4; xvi I5; XXi. 24; 
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John viii r2 ; xi. 35 ; and ten times in 
the three Epistles,—e. g. 1 John i. 6; 
2 John 4; 3 John 3. (8) The verbs 
dupav, ewüv are used to denote the pro- 
found cravings of the soul—and in this 
sense only—in Rev. vii. 16 ; xxi. 6 ; xxii. 
Er John iv. T5, T4, 198; Vi 35; Vii. 
37; xix. 28. (9) In fine, the full con- 
ception of the Christian life is summed 
up by St. John in the thought of * over- 
coming the world.” In expressing this 
thought the verb wav is used to denote 
the triumph over evil, not only abso- 
lutely,—as throughout the Seven Epis- 
tles, Rev. 1.; ii,—but also with an 
olject: compare especially Rev. xii. 
peer xan, »9""Tohn xvi 335; x John 
li. I3, 143 V. 4. See the note on ch. 
VA 

To be excluded from eternal life is 
represented in Rev. ii. 13; xx. 145 xxi. 
8, as “the second death ;" and this same 
figurative sense of *' death" is found, in 
the New Test., only in John xi. 25, 26; 
i John v. 16, 17:—on the idea of 
spiritual death, cf. John v. 24, x John 
ii. r4. And finally, the judgment of 
men “according to their works” is ex- 
pressed alike in Rev. xx. 12, 13, and 
John v. 29 (cf. Rom. ii. 6). 

(e) Eschatology :— 

'The doctrine of the Apocalypse pro- 
perly so-called, as revealing the Second 
Advent of Christ,—His * Coming,” His 
“Presence,” the * Parusia” (r John ii. 
28; cf Matt. xxiv. 27, 37, 39),—and 
especially the future perfection of the 
kingdom of God, has been termed 
“Eschatology” (see Lücke, Z c., s. 23). 
This, the leading theme of the Book, 
is brought forward exactly after the 
same manner as is the leading theme 
of the Fourth Gospel. From the very 
first, in ch. iii. 12, we meet “the New 
Jerusalem " of ch. xxi. ;—already in ch. 
xi 7, we meet “the Beast" of ch. xiii. 
So in the Gospel also :—from the out- 
set (John i. 29, 51 ; vi. 71), the Saviour's 
death and betrayal, and resurrection and 
glory are placed in the foreground; 
while the Lord's future return to judge 
and to recompense is referred to in the 
Gospel and the Epistles in such a man- 
ner as to recall the various aspects 
of Apocalyptic Eschatology,—John v. 
28, 29; vi. 39, 40, 44, 54; Xl. 24; Xll. 
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46% T°JOuR 1b 718, 38; iV. 3) 17; 2 
John 7. The First Advent of Christ 
in the Spirit is, indeed, the great theme 
of the Fourth Gospel; but still His 
Personal return is the chief thought with 
which He comforts the disciples—see 
John xiv. 2. In John v. 28, 29, more- 
over, the Gospel points to His visible 
return; and on this subject, as Luthardt! 
observes, we must neither spiritualize 
the Gospel, nor materialize the Revela- 
tion. In the Gospel the ordinary forms 
of language are used to express the 
thought; in the Revelation all is con- 
veyed by figures. In the former, the 
standpoint is the presence of the Spirit ; 
in the latter, the issues of history. The 
Apocalypse, at each instant, recalls and 
reflects the prophetic language of the 
Old Test.; while it also sums up the 
Eschatology of the New. Thus, the 
teaching of St. Paul as to the “ Parusia " 
(r Cor.xv:23; 1 Thesm iv 15 cf, Rev. 
xxii. 20),—and “the Israel of God” 
(Gal vi 16; cf Rev. vii. 4),— and the 
* Jerusalem which is above" (Gal. 
iv. 26; cf. Rev. xxi 2) is repeated 
in the symbolism of the Apocalypse. 
Eschatology is, by its very idea, the 
history of the future,—the history of 
the building up of the kingdom of 
Christ, on the ruins of the kingdom 
of Satan. In a word, the history of 
Christian hope is re-echoed, throughout 
the ages, in the central. thought of 
the Apocalypse—* The Lord is at 
hand." 

(f) Demonology:— 

In the kindred texts of the Apoca- 
lypse, ch. xii. 9 and ch. xx. 2, the chief 
titles of the spirit of evil are accumulated : 
— indeed, the epithets, Devil (8u&£f9oXos, 
Rev. ii. 10 ; John viii. 44 ; 1 John ii. 8, 
and Satan (Xaráv), Rev. ii. 9 ; John xiii. 
27),are common to all St. John's writings. 
The remarkable designation of the evil 
one as, “the Prince of this world" 
(6 dpxov tod kómpov tovtov, John xii. 
TI XV a SO. XV 11), is reflected in 
the statements that Satan and his 
agents “deceive the whole world” 
(Rev. xii. 9; Xiu T4 XIX. 20; XX. 
3, 8, 10) ;—that “a throne" is given 


1 St, ohn the Author of the Fourth Gospel, 
Clark’s tr. p. 273. 


454 


him (Rev. ii. 13) ;—that the Dragon 
bears “seven diadems " (Rev. xii. 3) ;— 
that his agent, the Beast, bears “ten 
diadems" (Rev. xiii 1), and receives 
from the Dragon “his throne” (Rev. 
xii. 2; cf. ch. xvi ro) In both the 
Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel we 
read how the effects of the evil principle 
are ascribed to Satan personally: e. g. 
murder and lying,—Rev. ii. 13 5 ill. 9; 
John viii. 44; 1 John ii. 21, 22 ; iii. 12. 
In 1 John iii. ro, the wicked are “ the 
children of the Devil while in Rev. 
ii 9 they are “the synagogue of 
Satan.” Compare Rev. xii 11 with 
f John iL r3, r4; — Rev. Xi. 7-9, 
with John) xit31.; xvi) 1r- (cf. also 
John xiv: 30; xvi 33)... See Note.AÀ 
on ch. xiii. 

IV. Zhe Language and style of the 
Apocalypse :— 

The objection which, at all times, 
has formed the principal argument 
against our ascribing the Apocalypse to 
the Apostle John, rests upon its style,— 
a style which Liicke and others affirm to 
be so distinct from that of the Fourth 
Gospel and the Joannean Epistles, as to 
compel us to infer a different author. 
The peculiar style of the Apocalypse 
is recognized on all hands: it results 
naturally from the excited condition of 
prophetic ecstasy. ‘The distinction is 
clearly defined between one who speaks 
«in the Spirit” (èv zveóuaru Rev. i. 10; 
iv. 2, &c.) and one who speaks “ with 
the understanding" (rà vot, 1 Cor. xiv. 
15). We know how St. Paul describes 
the former state in 2 Cor. xii. 2-4; and 
we can trace the effect of this spiritual 
exaltation in the contrast between the 
historical and the predictive portions 
of a Prophet's utterance:—cf — Isaiah 
xxxvi. ; xxxvii with the rest of the Book 
(see Lee On Inspiration, p. 180, &c.). 
To explain, on “rational” grounds, this 
phenomenon of the diversity of style and 
language presented by writings of the 
same author, various theories have been 
started. Some tell us that St. John’s 
old age deprived his diction of its 
wonted force and vigour; while others, 
who place the date of the Apocalypse 
before the date of the Gospel, consider 
that his residence at Ephesus affected 
and softened the Hebraistic peculiarities 
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of his earlier style! Harenberg has 
even suggested that the Apocalypse was 
originally written in Aramaic.” 

So early as the third century, it has 
been already pointed out [see (iL) and 
(ii), p. 441], the peculiarities of style 
which mark the Book were used as an 
argument to prove that the writer of the 
Fourth Gospel and of the First Epistle 
of St. John could not have been the 
author of the Apocalypse. Of the Gos- 
pel and Epistle Dionysius Alex. writes 
that they were composed “not only 
without blemishes, but in elegant and 
polished Greek ; their author evidently 
possessing the gift of both knowledge 
and expression (rìs yvécews, THs ppd- 
ceos). He who beheld the Apocalypse, 
on the contrary, had the gift of know- 
ledge, but not that of expression :—his 
Greek is not accurate; it abounds in 
barbarous idioms and sometimes even 
in solecisms ;"? and so forth. 


1 Milton’s critics argue in exactly the oppo- 
site way. Comus appeared in 1637 ; Paradise 
Lost in 1667 ; Samson Agonistes in 1671, three 
years before the poet’s death. The melodious 
versification of Comus, the sublime richness of 
Paradise Lost, the rugged grandeur of Samson 
Agonistes, harmonize respectively with the age of 
Milton when he wrote these works. In the case 
of Shakspere, ‘‘ harshness and obscurity” are 
placed by his critics **among the notes of 
his third manner ;” nor would his style in this 
last stage, **even were it possible by study to 
reproduce it, be of itself a perfect and blameless 
model :”—see Fortnightly Review, 1876, p. 30, 
** The three stages of Shakspere.” 

? “ Erklir. der Offend. Johannis,” s. 72: 
—see Liicke, s. 441. That the Book was 
originally written in Greek, is evident, not 
only from the fact of its having been addressed 
to Greek-speaking communities, but also from 
the familiarity with the Greek language which 
the work displays :—for example, in such in- 
stances as the Greek names of precious stones, 
ch. xxi; the Greek measures of weight and 
length, ch. vi 6; xiv. 20; xxi.; the Greek 
rendering of Hebrew words, ch. ix. 113; the 
symbolism of Greek letters, ch. i. 8; xxi. 6; 
xxii. 13,—especially ch. xiii. 18 ; not to mention 
the use of classical expressions such as mupfós, 
diuiópiov, pecovpdrmqua, bjakívOwos, Tadavrialos 
únavy Oúivov, TeTpaywvos, diavyhs, &c. One 
may add, too, the use of the LXX. when re- 
ference is made to the Old Test. :—c£, e.g., ch. 
vii. 9 ; xi. 9, with Dan. iii. 4, 7, 20 ; v. I9 ; vi. 
25 ;—ch. v. 5, with Isai. xi. I, 10, &c. (see 
below). 

3 Dionysius writes that the Fourth Gospel 
and First Epistle were written :—od  uóvov 
&mraloTces karà Thy 'EAXfvev dwrhv, àAAà. kal 
Aoyidtata TAS AEETI TOTS CUAANOYI HOTS, Tals 
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As will be seen presently, this descrip- 
tion unduly exaggerates the anomalies 
and diversities of style: meanwhile, the 
attempt of Beza and Hitzig (see p. 443. 
note !) to prove, from. the resemblance 
in diction between the Apocalypse and 
the Second Gospel, that the writer of 
the former was the Evangelist John 
Mark, illustrates how frail is the sup- 
port which this line of argument supplies 
to any theory of authorship.! Let this 
aspect of the objections urged be now 
considered. 

The Apocalypse, we are told, as con- 
trasted with the Fourth Gospel, and the 
Joannean Epistles contains :— 

(a) * Hebraisms or Aramaic idioms.’ 

In reply to this statement, if urged 
as an objection, an analogous instance 
may be adduced :—The style of Jose- 
phus, when he writes the history of 
the Old Test, is more decidedly 
Aramaic than when he describes the 
events of his own time, and does not 
refer to a foreign model (see Winer, 
Grammatik des N. T. Sprachidioms, 
6te Aufl, 1835, § 3, s. 31). Doubtless, 
the Hebrew element in the Apoca- 
lypse? where St. John delineates the 
bright or the gloomy outlines of the 
future, after the manner of the Hebrew 
Prophets, is far more conspicuous 
than in those earlier compositions of 
his in which he too, as well as other 
New Test. writers, calmly records his 
own reminiscences. In the former his 
thoughts flow év «veóparu in the latter 
& vol Indeed, it is evident of it- 
self that the historical portions of the 


cvvráteci THs épumvelas (aj. Euseb. vil. 25); 
but in the Apocalypse—8idAekrov, kal yAwooay 
ove &kpiBGs éAAmvíQovcav avTov BAémo, GAN 
iSiduaor uiv BapBapucois xpájuevov, Kal mov kal 
codorkt(ovra (20.). 

1 The similar attempt of Hartwig according to 
Ebrard (Krit. d. Ev. Gesch., s. 855), has paved 
the way for the correct method of demonstrating 
the authenticity of tlie Apocalypse. 

2 E, g., the instances of pleonasm in the case 
of the redundant pronouns in relative sentences, 
PUn Rev. D Ss vi 2, Oise 2X5, which 
occur much more frequently in the LXX., in 
accordance with the Hebrew idiom,—see Ex. 
iv. 17; I Kings xi 34; Ps. xxxix. 5; Isai. i; 
21, &c.: compare Winer, S222: 04980, Ss. 134. 
Compare too the case of the *' relative adverb," 
Rev. xii. 6, 14,—see Deut. iv. 5, 14, 265 
x Macc. xiv. 34. : 
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New Testament would naturally depart 
far more from the style and manner of 
the Old than the prophetical; and 
this fact may be illustrated by what 
Matthiz notes in his grammar (vol. i., 
Introd. p. x1, Kinrie's ed.) of Athenian 
Tragedy, where the lyric choruses ap- 
proach the Doric dialect,—the more im- 
passioned parts being distinguished by 
the predominance of Doric, and the 
calmer by the use of Attic. The 
language of the Apocalypse, in fact, is 
more akin to the Hebrew than to the 
Greek ; and while the Fourth Gospel 
proceeds in propositions of the usual 
historical and narrative character, the 
Apocalypse is occupied with Visions and 
imagery corresponding to the Hebrew 
diction of the Old Test., especially to 
its prophetic and sacred forms of 
speech!:—Thus we find in the Apoc. 
for “Jerusalem” only the form ‘lepov- 
can? (obw), which is always used 
in the LXX. version of the Canonical 
Books; while in St. John's Gospel, as 
in St. Matthew's (with one exception,— 
Matt. xxii, 37), and St. Mark’s, the 
Greek and civil form, ‘IepocdAvpa, alone 
is found. And yet, as Bishop Lightfoot 
observes (Cont. Reu, May 1875, p. 
860), the Apocalypse, “after all allow- 
ance made for solecisims, shows a very 
considerable command of the Greek 
vocabulary, and (what is more impor- 
tant) a familiarity with the intricacies 
of the very intricate syntax of this 
language." 


1E oa tbe Hebrew words, Abaddon, ch. ix, 
11; Har-Magedon, ch. xvi. 16; Amen, Halle- 
luja, ch. xix. I, 3, 4, 6 ;—such phrases as, 
* He that hath the key of David," ''the 
root and offspring of David,” ‘‘the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah" (ch. iib 7; v. 5; xxii 
16) ;-——the names of the Twelve Tribes of 
Israel, ch. v. 5 ; xxi. 13. The Apocalypse ** does 
not, indeed, mention any one of the Hebrew 
Prophets by name. It knows nothing of Isaiah, 
or Daniel, or Zechariah, as individuals. But 
nearly in every line it breathes their spirit, and 
almost utters their words.”—Bishop Words- 
worth, Zn£r. to the Book of Rev., p. 150. 

-2 Grimm notes: *‘ Heec forma constanter ap. 
LXX.; in N. T. ubi in ipso nomine tanquam 
sancto vis queedam reponitur, ut Gal. iv. 25, 
26; Heb. xii. 22; Ap. dil, I2 ; xxi. 2, 10; coll. 
Jos c. Apion. i 22; ita in compellationibus 
Mt. xxiii. 37 ; Lc. xiii. 34. Promiscue utraque 
forma usurpatur in apocrypliis V. T., in Luc et 
Pauli scriptis." 
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When this Hebrew colouring is 
urged as an objection, it is not diffi- 
cult to point out that here also the 
Apocalypse resembles the Fourth Gos- 
pel. It is.pretty generally admitted 
by modern critics that the style of the 
Gospel of St. John is that of a born Jew, 
and certainly not that of an educated 
Greek :—the result is given below in the 
words of Mr. Sanday. A few illus- 
trations may be added here:—In Rev. 
ix. r1 we read “his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon” (óvoua abrà “EBpaiori 'A[Ba0- 
ŝov) followed, after the manner of the 
Fourth Gospel, by the addition of the 
Greek equivalent for the Hebrew term, 
—see John i. 38, 42 ; iv. 25 ; ix. 7 ; xi. 
16; xx. 16, 24; xxi. 2. Inthe case of 
Rev. ii. z4— *the Amen, the faithful 
and true Witness" (6 'Ajwjv, 6 uáprvs ó 
motos kai ô ddAnOwds)—one may note 
the formula of assurance, peculiar to St. 
John’s Gospel, and used only by our 
Lord, * Verily, verily, I say unto you,” 


P The Authorship of the Fourth Gospel, p. 28: 
** Representatives of such different schools as 
Luthardt, Ewald, Wittichen, and Keim, all 
speak to the same effect. .... ‘ The jianguage 
of the book,’ says Keim (i. 116, 117), ‘is a re- 
conciliation of the parties (Jew and Greek) in 
itself, so marvellously does it combine the 
facility and address of genuine Greek with the 
childlike simplicity, the figurativeness, yes, and 
the gaucherze (Unbeholfenheit) of Hebrew.’ 
Ewald expresses himself similarly (pp. 44-47). 
It is Hebrew in a Greek dress—easily worn. 
The Greek has been learnt somewhat late in 
Jife, and has been fitted on to-a framework of 
Hebrew.  Luthardt (pp. 61, 65) describes this 
by a different metaphor: he says that *a soul 
of Hebrew lives in it.’ ‘The imagery and modes 
of thought in the Fourth Gospel are rooted in 
the Old Testament, and have grown up out of 
the prophecy of the Old Testament.’ M. Wit- 
tichen . . . . has gone carefully into this part 
of the subject; and gives a list of expressions 
which betray a specifically Hebrew origin '— 
(22. 705, Sc T). E g: 

** Hebraistic words and phrases: cxavdarlCew 
(xvi. 1), yeverOar 0avárov (viii. 52), payeîv Tò 
mácXa (xviii. 28), úpwðñvar ère THs "yfjs (xii. 32), 
évreü0cev ral évreü0ev (xix. 18), oppaylCev, 
‘approve’ (iii. 23), onueda xal répara (iv. 48), 
ó &pxwv rod kócQov (xii. 19), ččios {va (i. 27), 
mepimareiv trop. (viii. I2). Figures of speech: 
the woman in travail, xvi. 21 (cf. Iasi. xxi. 3, 
Hos. xiii. 13) ; living water, iv. 10 (cf. Ecclus. 
Xv. 3, Baruch iii. 12) ; the lamp, Avxvos, v. 35 
(2 Sam. xxi. 17, Ecclus. xlviii. I). Special 
Theological terms: BaciXeía Oeod (ii. 3), dpyh 
and «plots (ii. 18, 36), Sucaroróvn (xvi. 8), 


&yid£ew (xvii. 19).’—See Sanday, 7. c., p. 289. 
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(Api, àpijv, Aéyo $y). Compare the 
Hebrew idioms, John i. 12, 18 ; vi. 39; 
vii. 38, with *he that overcometh to 
him will I give" (6 vxôv ddédow aire), 
Rey, ii, 263 i 32; 217 vi 823 ASN 
Rev. i. 6 (Gacwr«ia iepeis), a substantive 
in apposition supplies the place of an 
adjective,—so in John xii. 3. The verb 
commonly precedes its subject:—e. g. 
“saith he that holdeth” (Aéyer 6 xparav), 
Rev. ii. 1 (cf. vv. 8, 12, 18; iii. 1, 8c.) ; 
a usage frequent in the Gospel,—aze- 
kpí9n ó 'Ioávvgs, John i. 26 (cf. vv. 50, 
825155345 V2 t, Sco.) 

(4) It is further objected that ‘The 
Author of the Apocalypse and the 
Author of the Fourth Gospel, differ in 
their use of the LXX.' :— 

On the contrary, a striking parallel 
may be noted. Both writers follow 
the LXX.,—although both sometimes 
abandon this Version in order to ap- 
proach more nearly to the Hebrew text. 
Thus, ini Rev. ii. 27 (c£. ch. xix; s5)e— 
“ He shall rule them . . . . as the vessels 
of the potter are broken to shivers." 
(ropavel abroUs .... ÖS TA TKEvN TÒ kepa- 
pukà ovvrpiBerar)—the variation is insig- 
nificant from the LXX. version of Ps. il. g 
(rousavets abrovs .... ds aeos Kepapews 
cvvrpüjes abroós) and is owing to the 
nature of the context. 


1 So, too, comparing Rev. xv. 4, mávra TÒ 
Cüvm htovow kal mpookvyhoovo, with Isai. 
lxvi. 23, Her maoa càpE ToU mpookuyjoas, Com- 
pare John xv. 25, euionoay, with Ps. xxxv. I9, 
oi gucobüvres, and John xix. 36, òsroðv ob 
cvwrpiBfjcera: abro), with Ex. xii. 46, stopy où 
cvrrphyere am avrov. Cf., also, Rev. vi. 8, 
Ezek. xiv. 21 ;—Rev. x. 5, 6, Dan. xii. 7 ;— 
Rev. xvii. 23, Jer. vii. 34 ;—John ii. 17, Ps. 
lxix. 10 ;—John vi 31; Ps. lxxvii. 244 see p. 
455, note ?. 

At times the author of the Apocalypse shows 
himself independent of the LXX. : e.g. Rev. ii. 
17, Tod uávva Tod kekpuuuévov,—Deut. viii. 3, 
TÒ udvva. d obi jj9ewwar of marépes cov. Compare 
also Rev. xiv. 8; xvi. 19 ; xviii 3, with Jer. 
xxv. I5, 16; Isai. li. 17, 22. (Note the various 
reading of Rev. xviii. 3, mémTwkav, as com- 
pared with 7d morhpiov Ths Tres, Isai. li. 17). 
The same independent mode of citation is fol- 
lowed in the Gospel: cf. John vi. 45 with Isai. 
liv. 13 ;—John xii. 40 with Isai. vi. ro ;—John 
xiii. 18 with Ps. xli. 10; &c. 

The most remarkable quotation of this class 
is that of Zech. xii. 10 in Rev. i. 7 ; John xix. 
37,—in both of which passages the kerowpxí- 
cavro of the LXX. is changed into é£erévrqoav, 
and émigAémeo0e. into dmrecbar: see the note 
on Rev. i. 7. 
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The absence of direct quotations 
accounts for the fewness of the instances 
in which the Apocalypse, as in the case 
of Rev. i 7, abandons the LXX. in 
order to return to the Hebrew original. 
In the Gospel also such instances are rare. 

(c) * Differences in language and 
manner’ afford another ground of ob- 
jection :— 

There are certain peculiarities charac- 
teristic of the Apocalypse, on the one 
hand, and of the Fourth Gospel and the 
First Epistle of St. John, on the other, 
which cannot fairly be taken into ac- 
count; inasmuch as such peculiarities 
result from the different subjects with 
which these writings are severally oc- 
cupied. Thus, the spiritual tone of 
the Gospel and Epistle is reflected 
in such phrases as to “be born anew,” 
or “from above"! (John iii. 3) ; while, 
for whatever reason, the Apocalypse has 
its own peculiar forms of words and 
phrases:—e.g. the form of the word 
* Jerusalem” ? (see above, p. 455). Nor 
does the objector’s standing argument 
prove any real diversity,—viz. that, in 
John i. 29, 36, where our Lord is styled 
the “Lamb,” we find one form (dvds), 
instead of the other form (dpviov) which 

‘alone is found in the Apocalypse. In 
the Gospel, John the Baptist twice em- 
ploys the former (àpvós), because that 
form occurs in the LXX. version of Isai. 
lii. 7, to which he is referring ;—just as 
it (&áuvós) is found in Acts viii. 32, and 
in x Pet. i. 19, where the same words of 
Isaiah are quoted or referred to. In 
these four places only does áuvós appear 
in the New Test. On the other hand, 
in John xxi 15, the latter form (ápvíov) 
is employed by the Evangelist when 


! For example, eivar £v rim (e. g. John xiv. 
10),—yevynOijva: èk Tov Oco0 (1i John iii. 9), 
pëvew èv TQ 0aváro (1 John iii. 14),—w. T. A. 

2 Compare also Wevdys (Rev. ii. 2 ; xxi. 8) for 
vevorns (John viii. 44) ;—eis robs alvas Tay 
aiwvwv (Rev. i 18, &c.) [cf. the v. Z eis ovs 
aiévas, ch. i. 6] for eis «bv aiéva (John vi. 
51, &c.) ;—ev tH 'EAXmvucj (Rev. ix. 11) for 
‘EAAguioTi (John xix. 20). Some divergences 
are merely apparent :— e.g., the case last 
quoted; for in Rev. ix. II; xvi 16, we find 
‘EBpatorl in full agreement with John v. 2; 
xix. 13, 17, 20. If in Rev. xxi. 6 we read rò 
Bdwo THs (wis, and in John iv. 10 $8wp (Gv, 
nevertheless in John vi. 35 we read 6 üoros 
FIs (ons. 
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himself recording a saying of Christ; 
and in this place only, and in the Apo- 
calypse, does this word (dpviov) appear 
in the New Test. The result, therefore, 
is that—while the.Baptist borrows from 
the LXX. one form (duvés)—the other 
form (àpvíov) is the term which St. John 
himself uses in the Fourth Gospel to 
express “a lamb.” ‘There is, accord- 
ingly, no divergence here, but perfect 
agreement: see the note on ch. v. 6. 

Leaving out of sight the nature of the 
different writings, Lücke (s. 670) further 
objects that words characteristic of St. 
John's manner, or of frequent occurrence 
in his Gospel and Ejpistles, occur but 
rarely in the Apocalypse. Thus, åyarâv 
is found only-in Rev.1 5; 11 93. ery 
XX. 9; and àyáz only in Rev. ii. 4, 19 ;— 
p.évew only in Rev. xvii. 10 ;— $ovety only 
in Rev. xiv. 18 ;—otv, of such constant 
recurrence in the Fourth Gospel, only 
six times in the Apocalypse, viz., ch. 1. 
I9; ll. 5, 16; iii. 3 (twice), 19. (As to 
the case of otv, it may here be observed 
that, in the abrupt narrative of the Apo- 
calypse, there does not exist that close 
connexion of sentences which would 
admit of the frequent use of ody ; and oiv, 
it is to be noted, is found only in the 
first three chapters. Hengstenberg gives, 
as a parallel case, the use of te only 
eight times in St. Luke's Gospel, while 
it occurs more than 160 times in the 
Acts). Again, it is objected that morós, 
which is found eight times in the Apo- 
calypse, occurs only in John xx. 27; 
i John i 9; 3 John 5 ;—that rioris, 
which is found four times in the Apo- 
calypse, occurs only in 1 John v. 4;— 
that while 0c8o0a. and Oewpety are fre- 
quently used in the Fourth Gospel, as 
well asrin r Jobn i^r; Hi ry jive, 
I4, Üeopev alone is used in the Apo- 
calypse, and there, only in Rev. xi. 11, 
12 (ópüv, BAémew, eióov, continually em- . 
ployed in the Gospel and Epistles, are 
the verbs which appear in the Apoca- 
lypse). 

Of a similar character are the follow- 
ing objections, also urged by Lücke 
among many of the same kind :— 

The phrase “to have part” (éyev 
pépos) occurs, it is true, both in the 
Fourth Gospel and in the Apocalypse ; 
but in the former (John xiii. 8), it refers 
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to a person, and is followed by the pre- 
position “with” (jerd),—while in the 
latter (ch. xx. 6; xxi 8) it does not 
refer to a person, and is followed by “in” 
(i). The Apocalypse has, no doubt, 
the phrase characteristic of the Fourth 
Gospel, “to keep the commandments 
of God” (rnpetv tas évroAàs tod G«o0); 
but, in Rev. xiv. 12, the words “and 
the faith of Jesus” (xal 75v miorw °’ Iyoo) 
are added, which are not found in the 
Gospel. The name “Satan” (6 Saravas), 
which is found eight times in the Apo- 
calypse, occurs once only in the Gospel 
(John xiii, 27); but the Gospel never 
combines “the Devil and Satan" (8u- 
Rodos kai 6 Xaravüs), as in Rev. X39 $ 
xx. 2. [The verse Rev. xii 9 suffi- 
ciently answers the question, —‘ Why 
do we not find in the Apocalypse the 
. phrase “the Prince of this world” 
(6 dpyov tod kócpov voírov), John xii 
31 ?]. 

It is difficult to understand why a 
hard and fast rule, such as this form of 
the objection points to, should be im- 
posed on any author; and why he 
should be expected to use the same 
word an equal number of times in his 
different writings. May there not also 
be, in all cases, valid reasons for his 
selection? When we are told for in- 
stance that, instead of xécjos—so re- 
peatedly used by St. John (e.g. John i. 9; 
iii. 16), and which also appears in Rev. 
xi 15; xiii 8; xvii. 8—the Apocalypse 
more frequently employs và eOvy, wav 
évos (e.g. ch. ii. 26; xiv. 6: cf. John 
xi 48-52; xviii 35), the reason is, 
as Godet observes, “because, in the 
struggle which constitutes the object 
of that Vision, the nations are ‘the 
heathen’ who represent, in a concrete 
manner, the worldly principle."— Oz St. 
John's Gospel, i. p. 268. 

(d) Irregular constructions :— 

In the often quoted words, Rev. i. 
4— Grace to you, and peace from Him 
which is and which was, and which is 
to come" (eipyjvm årò 6 dv Kal 6 Tv, 
Kol ó épxópevos, kai dard TÕV ÉTTÀù mvev- 
prov, k. T. A)—the writer is certainly 
not ignorant that àzó governs the geni- 
tive, and that 7v is not a participle. 
The entire formula 6 dv x. T. A, as 
Winer observes (Ac., $ 10, s. 64), is used 
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as an indeclinable equivalent of the 
name Jehovah, myn’. 

When Lücke writes (s. 670): ^ The 
regular construction of the neuter plural 
with the singular verb does not appear 
in the Apocalypse," it is hard to under- 
stand his meaning. We read, no doubt, 
in Rev. i 19, & des, kal à cioiv,—as 
similarly in John xix. 31, va Kar eazyQa ty 
abrüv tà ckéw,—but we also have the 
construction which Lücke says is mot 
found, viz, in Rev. vii 3; xii. I4; 
xiv. I3; XX. 7; xxi 12 (see Winer, 
$ 58, s. 456) : cf. John iii. 19-21 ; page) 3 
x. 21; 1 John iii, ro, 12. When Ebrard, 
in reply to Liicke, adduced the text Rev. 
viii 3 (€060n avrà Ovpidpara Tod), 
Lücke's answer is that é0ó05 is placed 
first, and that the nominative seems to 
be taken collectively. ‘This construc- 
tion, frequently recurs, with, at times, à 
transition, in the same passage, from the 
singular to the plural, and vice versa : see 
Rev. i. 19; viii. 9 ; xvi. 14 ; John x. 4, 21, 
27; xix. 31. The verb in the plural is 
also used, as in the LXX.,—e.g. in Rev. 
xi. 18; xv. 4; xvii. 12 ; cf. Ps. Ixxxvi. 9. 
Rev. iii. 2, and John x. 8, are also to be 
compared,—rà Aourá and tà mpoPara 
being explained of persons: see Moul- 
ton’s ed. of Winer, p. 646. 

Again, when different cases are put in 
apposition, as Rev. i. 5, “from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness (årò ‘Inood 
Xpucrod 6 páprvs ô morós), assuredly the 
rules of grammar are not unknown to the 
author, for he follows those rules else- 
where: he evidently does not err from 
ignorance, but he emancipates himself 
designedly from grammatical laws. By 
the side of the alleged solecisms, and, 
at times, as in the case of Rev. i. 4, in 
the same verse, the correct grammatical 
construction, of which the writer is alleged 
to be ignorant, is found.! In every such 
case, the writers object is to place the 
accessory idea (cf. ch. xx. 2), in all its 
independence, in relation to the prin- 
cipal word (see Godet, 25;4.). 

To this head belong mixed construc- 


1 E.g. if in ch. ii. 20, we meet with thv 
*yvveika 4j Aéyovca, we have in ch. i. 10, ds 
cáXmryyos Acyovons,—if in ch. iii. 12 we meet 
with ris kuvìs ‘Iep. 4j keraBalvovca, we have 
in ch. iii. IO èx Tis pas Tov meipaopov Tis 
feANovons EPX- 
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tions:—e. g. Rev. iv. 4; v. 11; vii. 9; xiv. 
14; xviii. 12-14 (Winer points out that 
in ch. ii, 17 the just distinction between 
the cases depending on ddco, first the 
genitive and then the accusative, is 
observed,—§ 63, s. 511). Cf Rev. xix. 
I, where the singular of a collective 
noun is combined with a plural (6xAov 
.... Aeyóvrov : similarly, John vi. 2 ; vii. 
49 ; Xll. 9, 12) ;—see also ch. viii. 8, 9; 
ix. 18; xvii. 4. We find the subject 
suddenly changing from singular to 
plural (Rev. xiv. xo, 11) ; the nominative 
transformed into the accusative (ch. vii. 
9), and the accusative into the nomina- 
tive (ch. xx. 2,—see above); an ac- 
cumulation of genitives (ch. xvi 19), 
&c., &c. The verb substantive also is 
often suppressed where we naturally look 
for it (e.g. & êvómıov, Rev. i. 4 ; tis d£vos, 
Rev. v. 2; cf Ivepa 6 @eds, John 
lv. 24). 

(à Solecisms :— i 

Of the solecisms of the Apoc., Winer 
(§ lix. 11) observes :—* In some instances 
they are the result of design; in others 
they are to be referred to negligence (?) 
on the part of the writer. Considered 
from a Greek point of view, they may 
be explained as arising out of anacolu- 
thon, the mixture of two constructions, 
constructio ad sensum, variatio structura, 
&c. In this light they should always 
have been considered, and not ascribed 
to the ignorance of the writer, or even 
regarded as Hebraisms . . . . But with 
all. the simplicity and the oriental tone 
of his language, the author knows well 
and observes well, the rules of the Greek 
syntax . . . . Rev. ii 20 should pro- 
bably be construed thus: ‘who giving 
herself out for a prophetess, teaches and 
seduces,’ &c. Rev. vil. 9 may be ex- 
plained as containing a mixture of two 
constructions : in using the nominative 
the writer had ¿oú before his mind, 
but in using the accus. mepugeBBAqu.évovs, 
the verb «dov, and thus he mixes to- 
gether the two constructions ; cf. iv. 4 ; 
Judith x. 7. In Rev. v. 11 ff. the word 
Aéyovres is not construed with pupiddes, 
but (the words xal jv... . pp. being 
taken as a parenthesis) with dyye- 
Ao, as if the sentence had commenced 
with dvi érfjpav ayychou K. T. À : simi- 
lar examples are Thucyd. vii 42, rois 
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Zwpakovaíow . . . . KaTdmdn€is obk iyn 
éyévero . . . . ópüvres* Achil. Tat. vi. 13; 
Plat. Phedo, p. 81a. Elsewhere, Aéyov 
or Aéyovres (iv. 1; vi. 9; xi. 15) stands 
in connexion with dwv}, povai, &c., be- 
cause the writer is thinking of the 
speakers themselves. We even find 
Aéyov used quite absolutely in xi. 1; 
xiv. 7 ; xix. 6—asin the LXX., where it 
corresponds to the Hebrew "wb, Gen. 
XV. L; xxi. 20; Jos. x. 17, 56,5 even 
in Rev. v. 12 it might be so taken. 
More singular is the irregular apposi- 
tion in Rev. iii 12 (where, however, 7j 
kara[jaívovca, since it cannot well be 
taken as a nominativus tituli, inter- 
rupts the structure of the sentence asa 
significant parenthesis, as if for air 
€oTiv ý kara[j.) ; and also in Rev. xiv. 
I2 (cf i 5), where there is a sudden 
transition to a new sentence, somewhat 
as in James iii. 8. In Rev. viii. 9 also, 
and in ix. 14; xvi. 3, it is probably by 
design that the apposition is interposed 
in an independent form : see also xx. 2. 
In Rev. xxi. 11 ff. the structure changes 
repeatedly: first we find xataPaivovoav 
in regular agreement with tiv wodw 
of ver. 10; then is inserted an inde- 
pendent sentence, 6 gdworyp k. Te Àe; 
ver. 12 comes back to sóAs, but the 
attributive commences a new sentence, 
éxovoa Ke To Nea ooo Ini. 5 ff. rà &yazóvri 
k. T. A. is connected with aird ù 0ó£a 
k. T. A. ; but instead of writing kai mow- 
cavr. K. T. À., the writer interposes the 
thought in the form of an independent 
sentence " (Moulton’s transl., p. 672). 
On this passage Dr. S. Davidson thus 
comments: “ This language is apolo- 
getic, to the extent of substantial incor- 
rectness . . . . After all endeavours to 
find analogies to the linguistic pecu- 
liarities and departures from good Greek 
usage in the [Apocalypse], either in the 
New Test. or classical writers, anomalies 
of such a nature and in such number 
present themselves, as separate the au- 
thor widely from the Evangelist."— 
Introd. to the N. T., 1868, vol. i p. 
341. É 
Such a comment as this of Dr. S. David- 
son has called for the discussion with 
which the present section is occupied. 
(f) The style of the Apocalypse :— 
In point of style, the Book of the Reve- 
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lation is marked by those parallelisms 
full of Oriental majesty which belong to 
the grandeur of the prophetic language. 
Examples of the similarity of the Apoca- 
lypse in this respect to the Fourth 
Gospel are not far to seek :—compare, 
e.g., ^Her sins have reached even unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her 


iniquities” (Rev. xvii 5) with * The 


light shineth in darkness, and the dark- 
ness comprehended it not’ —John i. 5 
(cf. also “The world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the wil of God abideth for ever,’— 
1 John ii. 17). We may also compare the 
rhythmical recurrence of phrases in such 
passages as Rev. xx. r3; John i ro; 
t John ii. r3. When the writer's object 
is strongly to intensify a thought, an 
affirmation is followed by a negation, 
e.g. Rev. iii. 3, 16, 18 (cf. xvi. 15); x. 45 
xi 2; Johni 3; r John i. 5:—at times 
the negation precedes, e.g. Rev. iii 
5; I Jobn iii. 18. Antithetical parallels 
are connected by àAAd, Rev. il. 9; 1x. 5 5 
Os XVIL r2 "xx. 6f John ni 16; 
v. 22; and passim. We find the repeti- 
tion of the verb in the second member 
of a phrase, Rev. ii 6, 17; xvi 18; 
John i. 3;—the reproduction of entire 
phrases, Rev. ii. 121, John xv. ro;— 
the frequent repetition of a substan- 
tive in the same context, Rev. iii. 12 
(CECIDIT $2) John xvii 36m 
order to add force to a thought.! Ex- 
planatory notes are inserted,—Rev. iv. 
$5.06, 'xx. 5; r4; John il. 21; iv. 2; 
vilésos xxi 25; L Johnn it 22. "Ihe 
thought is at times rendered more clear 
by an explanatory phrase,—Rev. xii. 9; 
xx. 2; John i 12. The frequent repeti- 
tion ofthe article? betweenthe substantive 


1 So also, uaprvpía and paprvpetv (Rev. i. 2 ; 
John v. 32) ;—4$8s and pwrtfew (Rev. xxii. 5; 
John i. 9);—õlkaos and dicaoodvn (Rev. xxii. 
II; I John ii. 29 ; iii, 7) are employed in the 
same phrase. Cf. per? abroU kal adrds wer’ euod, 
Rev. iii. 20, with John xvii. 23 ; I John iii. 24. 

2 E.g. 6 pdptus ó mords, Rev. i 5; TÀv 
aydrny thy mpérmv, Rev. ii. 4; ToU avrov 
ToU Üevrépov, Rev. ii. 113 THY Poualav Tv 
üicTouov Rev. ii. I2; 6 Seowdrys 6 &yios, Rev. 
vi. 10:—r5 pôs Td àAm0wóv, John i. 9; 7TH 
diuépa tH Tpitn, John ii. 1; rb 0éAmua, Tb épuóv, 
John v. 30; 6 koupds 6 éuós, John vii. 6; ó 
aro.» 6 kaAós, John x. 11 3 7 &umeAos 7 GAnOwh, 
John xv. 1; 4 évroA3 4$ madaid, I John ii. 7 ; 
Ths àBeA js THs ékAek ijs, 2 John 13. 
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and the adjective 1s, in like manner, a 
marked characteristic of St. John. 
Greecisms, also, usual in the Fourth 
Gospel and scarcely to be expected in 
the Apoc. are nevertheless found there :— 
e.g. the attraction of the relative pronoun 
by the preceding substantive, Rev. xviii. 
6; John vii. 39; 1 John iii. 24.! 

1 As an instance of the inverse attraction, cf. 
Rev. v. 8, af eow af mpooevxat ; 1 John ii. 8, 
g éorw àAn0és. Compare, too, the instances of 


irregular apposition, Rev. xvii. 8 (of raroucoüvres 
. . Qv ob yéyp. rb Üvoua . . BAemóvrev Tb 


“@np.), and 1 John ii. 25 (7? émeyy. hy avrbs 


émwyy.. « . . Thv Cwhv) : see Winer, $ 59, s. 469. 
As examples of the double negation may be ad- 
duced Rev. xviii. II, I4 ; John iii. 27 ; xv. 5; 
xix. 41 ; I John i. 5. 
In further illustration of this subject :— 
Compare the elliptical phrases, elðov 0póvovs 
kal ékdü.cav, Rev. xx. 4; and Sara ToAAà Hv 
éxe?, kal mapeylvovro, John iii. 23 ;—the frequent 
combination of Aéyew and A«Aew, Rev. iv. I; 
x.8;xvi.r; xxi 9; John viii. 12; xiv. 10; 
xvi. I8 ;—the connexion of ¢wvh with Bpovrjj, 
Rev. iv. 5; vi. I; xiv. 2; &c. ; John xii, 29, 
30;—of pôs with mepmrareiv, Rev. xxi. 24; 
John xii, 35;—the titles of reverence, póvos 
oios, Rev. xv. 4; uóvos àAnbwós, John xvii. 3 ; 
mods kal &Am8wós, Rev. xix. II; motòs kal 
dixaos, I John i. 9 ;—the constant use of the 
historic present, Rev. v. 5; vi. 16; xi. 5 ; xii, 
2, 45 &c.; John viii. 14 ; ix. I3; xv. 275 2 
John iii. 8; &c.:—to which instances of simi- . 
larity may be added, Rev. ii. 27, ós Kaye 
elAnda mapa Tod marpds mov, and John x. 18, 
rabTqv Thy évroA3jv tAaBov mapa Tov marpds pov. 
The direct discourse is introduced by 8t1:— 
Rev. iii. 17; xvid. 75 John i. 20, 32%; com 
1 John iv, 20. Cf. robro Éxeis 871, Rev. ii. 6, 
with èv totrw ör, John xvi. 30; 1 John ii. 3. 
We find &ró and èr used in the same phrase 
in a common sense in Rev. iii. 12 ; ix. 18 ; xvi. 
I7; xxi 2; John i. 45 ; xi. 1;—the idiomatic 
use of àró to signify distance, a use confined to 
Rev. xiv. 20; John xi 18; xxi. 8 (Winer, 
s. 491, exemplifies the regular construction by 
Luke xxiv. 13) ;—of êk to denote part of a whole, 
Rev. lic I05 Va Q3 x- 9/5 John xvid Dom 
John 4 ;—of ef, with a dative, in the sense of 
concerning, Rev. x. Ir; John xii 16; the 
pleonastic &&e with verbs compounded with és, 
Rev. iii. 12 ; (xi. 2]; John ix. 34 ; xix. 5 ;—and 
the pleonastic (?) obres, Rev. ii. I5 ; iii. 5, 16 ;. 
John iv. 6 ; xiii. 25 ;—the. characteristic use of 
iva, (1) in the absence of 8mws which is found 
once only (John xi. 57) in the writings of St. 
John ;—(2) followed by the indicative future, 
e.g. pardpiot . . . . wa éora, Rev. xxii 14 
(cf. ch. vis 4, Ir; vill. (35 x1y r2) Er Jone 
xv. 8; xvii. 2 ;—(3) to express the gerund in 
dum (a New Test. usage, nowhere so frequent 
as in St. John’s writings), e.g. où xpelay éxei Tod 
HAlov ovdé THs reà. Wa halywow, Rev. xxi. 23; 
bre améoreiAay of "lov8. . . . . va epwrhcwow, 
John i. 19 ;—(4) in Rev. xiii. 13, Wa kal rip 
rof (=&ore Toiy, in the sense of adeo ut), we 
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8 8. Zhe Text of the Apocalypse, 


_As the English Version of 1611 is the 
basis of the present Commentary, it 
is necessary to point out, from the be- 
ginning, the peculiar position which 
“the Authorized Translation” of the 


expect éore, which occurs in St. John’s writ- 
ings, as Bengel points out, only in John iii. 16, 
but St. John’s constant use of iva is adhered to 
[here Winer notes: ‘‘ In the faulty style of the 
Apoc. fva occurs once (ch. xiii, I3), as it seems 
for Gere, ds, after an adjective which includes 
the idea of intensity,—‘ magna miracula,’ z. e., 
‘tam magna ut? &c."—s. 409. Winer does not 
consider 1 John i. 9 (De Wette, Schott) an 
analogous case] ;—(5) the use of iva after voieiv, 
e.g. Tov]cw avtovs iva govo, Rev. iii. 9 ; xiii. 
I2, 16; John xi. 37 (elsewhere, in this sense, 
we have the infinitive, Mark vii. 37 ; Luke v. 34). 

The phrases mosey &Afj8eiv, Wevdos, "yváumv, 
emi&üvulas, kplaiv, TóAeuov, are found in Rev. xi. 
ED xvils 175 xxii155 John Ui. 2Y 5. v. 27 ; viu. 
445; I John i. 6 ;—we also find &xeiv àydmavouv, 
yvouny, uépos, bmouovíür, in place of the more 
usual verbs derived from the substantives, see 
Dos. v 35 xvi. 1352xx. 65 ch John 
xiii. 29 ; xvi. 22; I John i.3, 8. Again AaAeiv 
etd Tivos, which occurs in Rev.i. I2; iv. I; 
x, $$ xvii I; xxi. 9, I5 ; John iv. 27 (twice) ; 
ix. 37 ; xiv. 30, is found elsewhere in the New 
Test. only in Mark vi 50; Eph.iv.25. The 
phrase óvoua ait (e.g. ó 0ávoros, 'ABabbdv) 
Rev. vi. 8; ix. 11, is used John i. 6; iii. 1; 
xviii 10: elsewhere we read $ (or o$), voua, 
or óvóguari Seiva À 8eiva, or óvóuori kaXobpevos, 
chy Matt. xxvii. 325 Luke 1. 20, 275; xix. 2. 
The verb mpocvveiv takes an accusative, as well 
as the usual dative, in Rev. ix. 20 ; xiii. 8, 12, 
[15]; xiv. 9, I1 ; xx. 4; John iv. 22, 23, 24 ;— 
elsewhere in the New Test. the accusative occurs 
only in Matt. 4, 10; Luke iv. 8 (compare for 
both texts Deut. vi. 13), and in Luke xxiv. 52. 
The phrase Éxew thy gaprvpíav, Rev. vi. 9; 
xii. 17; xix. 10; John v. 36; 1 John v. 10, is 
found elsewhere only in 1 Tim. iii. 7 (cf. the 
frequent use of uaprvpeivy, and of paptupla, in 
all St. John's writings). Observe also the com- 
bination of the terms paprvpeiv, uaprvpla, páp- 
tus, with GAnOis or àAm0iwós, or àAf0eim, Rev. 
iii, 145; John v. 32, 33; xix. 35 ; 3 John 12 :— 
** Can any one seriously deny," writes Gebhardt 
(A €, s. 377), "that the Evangelist and the 
author of the Apocalypse are here in striking 
agreement ; and that too in an expression which 
bears on its front—and notably in the Apocalypse 
—its strict applicability to the Logos-doctrine ?” 

Alford writes :—‘‘ I have observed the follow- 
ing [examples] which I have not seen elsewhere 
noticed, occurring oz/y in the three Books, or 
only in the peculiar sense: (1) où dvvac0e Bac- 
Tá(ew pri, John xvi. 2; ov úv Baocrdoa ka- 
woos, Rev. li. 2;—(2) kexomiands é THs óbormo- 
plas, John iv. 6; od Kexomlares, Rev. ii. 3 ;—(3) 
Dúo üyyéXovs èv Aevkois, John xx. 12; meprraríj- 
rovo per uot £y Aeukots, Rev. iii. 4 ;—(4) the 
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Apocalypse holds with regard to that 
of the other Books of the New Testa- 
ment. 

The first printed edition of the Greek 
Testament formed the fifth volume of 
the great work published by Cardinal 
Ximenes—the Complutensian Polyglott, 


verb keiuat used of mere position, John ii. 6 ; xix. 
29 ; xx. 5, 6 ; xxi. 9 ; Rev. iv. 2 only ;—(5) dvoua 
aùr® [see above] ;—(6) compare Rev. iii. 18 
with 1 John ii. 20, 27 as to the xpícpa and its 
effects." —Prolege., p. 228. 

Turning, in conclusion, to single words :— 

&Xn6wós, is found zez times in the Apoc. (e. g. 
ch. iii. 7), zine times in the Fourth Gospel (e.g. 
i. 9), four times in I John (e.g. v. 20). It occurs 
elsewhere in the N. T. only in Luke xvi. I1 ; 
X Thess. i. 9; Heb. viii. 2 ; ix. 14, 24 ; x. 22. 

&mroprí (or am &pri), Rev. xiv. 13; John xiii. 
I9; xiv. 7, is found only in Matt. xxiii. 39 ; 
xxvi. 29, 64. 

&pa is not found in the Apoc., or in the other 
writings of St. John. 

Bporrh found zez times in the Apoc. (e.g. ch. 
iv. 5) occurs elsewhere only in John xii. 29, and 
in the explanation of St. John's surname * Boa- 
nerges," Mark iii. 17. 

daluwv, found in each of the Synoptists, is not 
employed by St. John, who uses 8e«uóviov, —e.g. 
Rev. ix. 20; John vii. 20, In Rev. xvi, 14; 
xviii. 2, Saluwy is a false reading. 

éBpaicTí, Rev. ix. I1; xvi. 16; John v. 2; 
xix. I3, 17, 20 ; xx. 16, is not found elsewhere 
in the N. T. 

ékkevreiy occurs only in John xix. 37 ; Rev. 
i. 7 (see the note zz Zoc.). 

éAeely, Ecos, do not occur in the Apocalypse 
(but see éxeeiós, ch. iii. 17), nor in any of St. 
John’s writings, except 2 John 3 (£A«os). 

karaBalvew is always connected with èr in the 
Apoc., and the writings of St. John. Elsewhere 
(except in Matt. xvii. 9 ; xxviii. 2), with dad, 

návva is referred to in Rev. ii. 17; John vi. 
31, 49 ; elsewhere only in Heb. ix. 4. 

pév does not occur in the Apoc, or the 
Epistles of St. John. It is found but eight 
times in the Fourth Gospel. This, together 
with the rareness of particles so frequent in 
Greek writings, is a feature common to the 
Apocalypse and the other Joannean writings. 

éxAos, continually used in the plural else- 
where, is so used only in Rev. xvii. 15; John 
vii. I2. 

ds is found in the New Test. only in Rev. i. 
16- John vii. 24 ; xi. 44. 

mopoipeos is found only in Rev. xvii. 4 ; xviii. 
I6 ; John xix. 2, 5. 

oxnvody is found only in Rev. vii. I5 ; xii. I2 ; 
xiii. 6; xxi. 3; John i. 14. 

opdrrey, found eight times in the Apoc. 
(e.g. ch. v. 6), occurs elsewhere only in 1 John 
iii. I2. 

c$peyl(ew is used absolutely, in the active, 
only in Rev. xx. 3; John iii. 33. 

polv is found only in Rey, vii. 9; John 
xii. 13. 
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so called from the place where it ap- 
peared, Complutum, or Alcalá, in Spain. 
This volume is dated January 1o, 1514. 
The entire work was completed during 
the summer of 1517! ; but was not pub- 
lished until March 22, 1520, when Pope 
Leo X. granted his licence. 

Not until the year 1522, however, the 
date of his third edition, did the Com- 
plutensian Bible come into the hands 
of Erasmus, who, at the request of 
the famous printer Frobenius of Basle, 
had undertaken to edit the text of the 
New Testament.? The first edition 
of Erasmus appeared, with a translation 
and notes, in March 1516, and was the 
first printed Greek ‘Testament which 
was actually given to the world. From 
the second edition of 1519, Luther made 
his translation. For the text of the 
Apocalypse Erasmus possessed but one 
cursive manuscript, lent to him by 
Reuchlin, together with a few (five) 
readings supplied by Laurentius Valla, 
of which the source is now unknown. 
This manuscript, known among the cur- 
sive codices of the Apocalypse by the 
figure ^r," was long supposed to be 
lost; but has been discovered by De- 
litzsch, in the Library of Mayhingen, 
in Bavaria. ‘The cursive “1” presents 
traces of having been copied from a more 
ancient Uncial, and its date is placed by 
Delitzsch in the twelfth or even in the 
eleventh century ;—by Tregelles in the 
twelfth. The sacred text is here mixed 


1 « Novam Test. Greece et Latine in acad. 
Complutensi noviter impressum.” — Complut. 
1514. “De mandato et sumptibus R. in 
Christo P. et D. D. F. Franc. Ximenii de 
Cisneros, tit. S. Balbine SS. R. E. Presb. Card. 
Archiep. Toletani. Industria et solertia hon. 
viri Arnaldi Guil. de Brocario, artis impressorie 
[sic] magistri, A.D. MDXVII., mensis julii die 
decimo." —Coloph. ad part. iv. 

2 On this edition of Erasmus see '*Hand- 
schriftliche Funde? von F. Delitzsch, 1'** Heft, 
Leipzig, 1861 ; 2'** Heft, ** nebst einer A bhand- 
lung von S. P. Tregelles,” 1862. See also Mr. W. 
Kelly’s ed. of the Text of the Revelation, 1860, 
Introd. ; and Dr. Scrivener's ‘‘ Introduction to 
the Crit. of the N. T.," 2nd ed. pp. 245, 380. 

3 Erasmus himself writes: ** Quoniam Greecis 
nunquam magnopere placuit liber Apocalypseos, 
rarus habetur apud illos. Itaque quum cupere- 
mus nihil abesse nostre eeditioni, egre extor- 
simus ab inclyto viro J. Capnione ([7«, Reuchlin] 
vetustissimum codicem, commentarios habentem 
in hoc opus. Ex eo contextus verba describenda 
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up with the commentary of Andreas, 
Bishop of Cesarea in Cappadocia (zzv. 
A.D. 500). Hence, one source of the 
errors committed by Erasmus, or rather 
by the person whom he employed to 
transcribe the manuscript ; for, although 
it is generally notified in the margin 
where each portion of the text or 
of the commentary begins, nevertheless 
both are, at times, so intermingled 
that the manuscript itself does not 
enable a copyist, unfamiliar with the 
Greek text,—as most persons were in 
the days of Erasmus,—to separate them. 
For example, in Rev. xxi. 24 the copy- 
ist has imported into the text the words 
of the commentary, viz., “ of them which 
are saved” ; and so they still appear in 
the Authorized Version. Again, owing 
to this cause, Erasmus omitted, from his 
first three editions, ch. xxi. 26,—a verse 
which is also omitted in all the original 
editions of Luthers translation. (De- 
litzsch, Zc, S. 51): see, too, the note 
on Rev. iii r5, among the various 
readings of ch. ii! Further, the manu- 
script is mutilated at the end,—the 
text of the Apocalypse closing with 
the word Aave, ch. xxii 16, a page 
being lost. The rest of this chapter, 
from 6 dorjp vo the end, Erasmus re- 
translated into Greek from the Vulgate: 
and, although acquainted with the Com- 
plutensian text, in none of his later 
editions (he published five in all, viz., in 
1516, 1519, 1522, 1527, 1535) did he 
replace his own Greek version of this 
passage by the genuine words of St. 
John.? Erasmus has also supplied from 
the Vulgate words which do not exist 
in the text of his manuscript. Thus, in 
ch. xiv. 5, he added, from the Latin 


curavimus" (Off,, ed. Lugd. Bat., 1706, t. ix. 
p. 246). On ch. ii. 2 he writes: ‘‘In Apoc. 
non suppetebat nobis nisi unicum exemplar, sed 
vetustissimum, quod nobis exhibuit eximius ille 
litterarum heros Joannes Reuchlinus.” And 
on ch. iii, 7, he adds: ‘‘ Ne quis contemnat 
nostrum [exemplar], tantze vetustatis erat ut 
Apostolorum etate scriptum videri posset.” 

1 See also the varia lectio on ch. xvii. 3. 

2 After the word Aave(ó there follow six 
Greek words of the commentary of Andreas, 
which was doubtless continued on the lost page. 
Erasmus writes: («Quanquam in calce hujus 
libri nonnulla verba reperi apud nostros, qua 
aberant in Grecis exemplaribus, ea tamen ex 
Latinis adjecimus.”—Axmott., ed. Ima, 1516. 
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*ante thronum Dei"—a clause which 
even in the Vulgate is not genuine 
(Delitzsch, s. 39)—the words évémov 
TOU Üpóvov Tod G«o?: and these words are 
represented to this day in the Authorized 
Version (“ before the throne of God"), as 
well as in Luther's translation. He has 
elsewhere altered the text of his manu- 
script so as to make it conform to his 
own text of the Vulgate :—in ch. xv. 
3, codex 1 reads “the King of the 
nations” (ô Baoweds rôv ebvdv); but 
Erasmus substituted for “nations ” 
(évav), “saints” (&yíev), in order to 
conform to the reading of his copy of the 
Vulgate, *sanctorum,"—which is itself 
a corruption of the best supported read- 
ing, “ seculorum," “the ages" (ràv 
aióvov), the abbreviations of * szeculo- 
rum" and ‘‘sanctorum” being easily 
interchanged. The Authorized Version 
and Luther’s translation still render here 
“thou King of Saints;" see the vv. Z7. 
of ch. xv. 

To these sources of error must be 
added the mistakes of the copyist when 
transcribing the manuscript. Of such 
mistakes one instance ?—one, too, which 
has misled many a commentator—‘and 
yet is” (kaimep éoriv), for “and shall 


1 * Some portions," writes Dr. Scrivener, 
**of his [Erasmus’s] self-made version, which 
are found (however some editors may speak 
vaguely) zm no one known Greek manuscript 
whatever, still cleave to our received text.”—Z.c., 
952: 

d ostad of the true reading, ‘‘when they 
behold the Beast, how that he was, and is not, 
-and shall come,” the A.V. has, ** when they 
behold the Beast that was, and is not, and yet 
zs.” Here Bossuet, understanding by the Beast 
Rome under Diocletian (‘‘ Rome paienne avec 
son idolatrie”), concludes that because the 
Beast exists, for the moment, only in its sixth 
** Head," and because the seventh ‘* Head” 
continues but ‘‘a little while” (see Rev. xvii. 
IO), this is expressed in ver. 8 by the words 
“is not, and yet zs” (*‘quoiqu’elle soit"); 
—St. John thus describing the ‘‘ languid” con- 
dition in which the Beast now appeared to him 
(“pour faire entendre à Saint Jean que dans la 
langueur ot elle lui paroissoit . . . il la pouvoit 
regarder comme n'étant plus"). Vitringa 
(p. 767) applies this erroneous reading to the 
parallel between the old Roman Empire and 
the Papacy: ‘‘ Fuit nempe et noz est, quatenus 
vere antiquum illud Imperium Paganum de- 
structum fuit; sed est tamen, quia ex destructo 
ilo Vetere natum est Romanum Imperium 
Mysticum, im quo omnia antiqui Imperii 
déidpara, digito demonstrari possunt." 
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come” (kat mapéorat), ch. xvii. 8, is per- 
petuated to the present day both in our 
Authorized Version and in Luther’s 
translation. Such also is the strange 
form diadiddécovow in ch. xvii 13 (still 
represented in our Authorized Version 
by the future “shall give), although 
the future dec is found only in 
Homer. This error originated thus: 
—Codex 1 gives diacw, written in red 
ink, corrected by writing 8ó above in 
black ink, so that éddacw—the true 
reading—might result; and the copyist 
seems to have mixed up these three 
elements, although the manuscript has 
no trace of w or ov (Delitzsch, s. 43). 
The text of Erasmus has exercised 
an unfortunate influence on the subse- 
quent translations, and on the subsequent 
interpretation of the Apocalypse. This is 
due to the fact that from his first edition— 
described by himself as “ precipitatum 
verius quam editum "—numerous false 
readings have passed over into the third 
edition of Robert Stephens (A.D. 1550), 
and thence into the Elzevir edition ot 
1624, the so-called Textus Receptus. 
Wetstein! affirms that R. Stephens had 
only two manuscripts of the Apocalypse, 
and these imperfectly collated. Ste- 
phens also followed the Complutensian 
text; for which the editor, adds Wetstein, 
had but one manuscript of the"Apoca- 
lypse. The third edition of Stephens 
(A.D. 1550) was the basis both of the 
editions of Beza (Geneva, 1559, 1565, 
1582, 1589, 1598,—see Scrivener, Z ¢., p. 
390), and of the Zextus Receptus. Beza’s 
edition of 1589? (or 1598) was taken as 
the basis of our Authorized Version, by 
the Translators of 1611: and thus the 
English Version of the Apocalypse re- 
presents a Greek text which does not 
rest upon the same authority as that of 
the other Books of the New Testament.3 
E. g. in ch. xvi. 5, the conjectural reading 
of Beza's last three editions (éodmevos for 
dovos, Which rests on no authority what- 
ever), is still represented in the words of 
the Authorized Version—“ and shalt be,” 


1 Prolegg. in Apocalyps. IV. T., vol. ii. p. 741. 

? See The English Bible, by John Eadie; 
D.D., 1876, vol, ii, p. 211. 

3 Lectio recepta Apocalypseos quz ab: Eras- 
mianis profluxit, admodum infirmo nititur tibi- 
cine,"— Wetstein, Zc. 
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Many manuscripts of the Apocalypse, 
however, have been collated since 1611 ; 
and yet,—neither here nor elsewhere 
should it be forgotten when estimating 
the effect of criticism,—all the skill which, 
since then, has been brought to bear 
upon the sacred text has not added to, 
nor has it taken from, one article of the 
Faith as expressed in the single codex 
of Erasmus. 

Until a comparatively recent date but 
three Uncial manuscripts of the Apoca- 
lypse were known :—the Codex Alexan- 
drinus, A, of Cent. v.; the Codex 
Ephremi, C, of Cent. v.; and the 
Codex Vaticanus, No. 2066, formerly 
numbered zog in the Library of the 
Basilian Monks in Rome, and of a date 
about the end of Cent. viii. From the 
time that Wetstein employed this last 
Uncial in place of the cursive known 
as gr among the cursive texts of the 
Apocalypse, and which had previously 
supplied the lost portions of the great 
Codex Vaticanus, B, No. 1209 (ascribed 
to the middle of Cent. iv., and which 
breaks off at Heb. ix. 14; see Scrivener, 
4. c., p. 96),—this Uncial also has been 
designated B.3 

To these three Uncials are now to be 
added the Codex Sinaiticus, N, of about 
the middle of Cent. iv., and the Codex 
Porphyrianus, P, both of which MSS. 
Tischendorf had the good fortune to 
bring to light. P is a palimpsest which 
was brought to St. Petersburg in 1862 
by Porphyry, Bishop of Uspensk. It was 
printed at Leipzig, in 1869, by Tischen- 
dorf, in the sixth volume of his ** Monu- 
menta sacra inedita." He places its 
date in Cent. viii. or ix., and estimates 
its value perhaps too highly (* Codex 


! Tn his reply to ** A late Discourse of Free- 
thinking,” by Collins, Richard Bentley (''Phi- 
leleutherus Lipsiensis") wrote: ‘‘ Make your 
30,000 [various lections] as many more. . . All 
the better to a knowing and serious reader. 

. . . Even put them into the hands of a knave 
or a fool ; and yet with the most sinistrous and 
absurd choice he shall not extinguish the light 
of any one chapter."—7th ed., p. 113. 

2 C contains Rev. i. 2-iii. I9 ; v. I4-vil. 143 
vii. I7-vili. 4 ; ix. I7-X. IO ; xi. 3-xvl. I3 ; xviii, 
2-xix. 5.—Scrivener, Z«c., p. 109. 

3 Tregelles reserving the letter B for the great 
Vatican Uncial, called this manuscript first L 
(N. T., part iv. p. iii.) ; and subsequently Q 
(N. T. part vi. p. 1). 
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Porphyrianus textum Apocalypseos præ- 
bet tam egregium ut principalibus codi- 
cibus qui zetate ipsum longe antecedunt 
vix posthabendus videtur." — Prolegg., 
p. 1): he considers it to represent the 
text used by Andreas. If this be so, the 
fact will, perhaps, account for the fre- 
quent coincidences between P and the 
cursive 1, on which the text of Erasmus 
is founded.’ 

In addition to these five Uncials, 
Dr. Scrivener has enumerated 105 cur- 
sive manuscripts of the Apocalypse :— 
see his * Introd.," Z &, p. 249; and he 
has appended to his transcript of the 
Codex Augiensis a careful collation of 
thirteen of these cursives. 


$9. Zhe modern conception of “ Apoka- 
Lyptik.” 


The Revelation of St. John and the 
Book of Daniel have been classified in 
modern times apart from the other Books 
of Scripture, as constituting a distinct 
species of literature styled “ Apokalyp- 
tik"? Lücke defines * Apokalyptik” 
to be “ The sum and substance of the 
revelations, as well of the Old as of. 
the New Testament, respecting the end 
of all things" (* Der Inbegriff der 
eschatologischen Apokalypsen so des 
alten wie des neuen Testaments),”— 
s. 25. This kind of literature, we are 
told, created by the prophets of the Old 
Test., has been continued after them by 
more than one Apocryphal writer : e.g. 
by the authors,of the Fourth Book of 
Esdras and the Book of Henoch. 

The term * Apokalyptik" has been 
formed from the word with which the 
Book of the Revelation begins, "Azokd- 
Avus. “AzroxaAvyis, moreover, has been 


1 E.g. &yamicavri Rev. i. 55; Éyxpiov, ch. 
iii. I8 ; ós ğvðpwros, ch. iv. 7 ; oevijs; ch. vi. 
I; om. 8An, ch. vi. 12 ; &yyéXov, ch. viii. 13 ; 
&c. P is defective in Rev. xvi. 13-21 ; xx. I- 
9; xxii. 7-21. ) 

2 Diisterdieck justly inverts the conclusion ot 
modern critics (e.g. Hilgenfeld, Die Frid. Apoka- 
lyptik, s. 8, f£), and derives both the name and 
the very idea of the so-called ‘‘ Apocalyptic 
Literature”? from the Apocalypse of St. John: 
** Die johanneische Apok. ist das Normalmass, 
nach welchem der Begriff des Apokalyptischen 
innerhalb und ausserhalb des Kanons bestimm 
werden muss."—. Zz/., s. 35. i 
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distinguished from mpojwre(o. “ Reve- 
lation” implies both a Divine **pro- 
phecy" and a human activity; a dis- 
tinction inferred from Dan. ii. 22, 23 and 
Rev. i. 1, 2, where God reveals His secret 
counsels, and the human prophet com- 
municates them to the world (see on 
Rev. i. 1). “ Prophecy” remains strictly 
within the limits of its fundamental idea ; 
* Apocalypse" goes into concrete details, 
symbolizes and allegorizes. An Apoca- 
lypse and a Prophecy are thus regarded 
as two distinct species of the same genus, 
according as the objective “revelation” 
or the subjective * prophetic" communi- 
cation becomes more prominent; and 
I Cor. xiv. 6 is adduced as conferring on 
this distinction the authority of St. Paul 
(see Auberlen, Zhe Prophecies of Daniel 
and the Revelations of St. John, viewed 
in their mutual Relation, Engl. transl., 
D. 80). The earlier prophets, it is 
further said, bring out the particular 
. Situation of the people of God at a given 
time into the light of prophecy, the 
Apostles also disclose only certain things 
relating to the future, as the wants of 
their readers may require :—but the Book 
of Daniel and the Apocalypse have the 
more general aim of giving light to the 
Church of God in those times when there 
is no revelation ; the former illumining the 
darkness which prevailed from the Cap- 
tivity until the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans; the /a#er guiding the Church 
from the destruction of Jerusalem until 
the Second Coming of Christ. And thus 
Jewish * Apokalyptik" relates to the 
first Advent of Messiah, and Christian 
* Apokalyptik” to His Second Advent 
(Lücke, s. 224). 

Outside the Canon of Scripture there 
exist at least the remains of a rather 
extensive literature, likewise styled “ Apo- 
kalyptik" by those critics who would 
bring down the great Revelations of 
Daniel and St. John to the level of such 
spurious and apocryphal compositions. 
The publication by Archbishop Laurence, 
in 1819-1821, from the ZEthiopic, of the 
“Ascensio Isaize," the * Book of Henoch,” 
and the ‘Fourth Book of Esdras,” 
gave an impulse to the study of this 
class of writings, whether Jewish or 
Christian. From the nature of the case, 
the names of the reputed authors, and the 


New Test—Vou. IV. 
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titles, of the different elements of “ Apoca- 
lyptic” literature were taken from Scrip- 
ture. Ezekiel (i. 1) “saw visions of 
God ;" St. Peter “in a trance saw avision” 
(Acts xi, 5); St. Paul “knew a man” 
who * was caught up into Paradise" (2 
Cor. xii. 4) :—and hence the titles ópacs, 
avaBarixov, àváfJacws, åváňņyıs, &c. It 
is an interesting task, no doubt, and 
from an apologetic point of ‘view not 
unimportant, to exhibit the doctrine 
concerning the Messiah as it was held 
among the Jews in the centuries before 
Christ came, and at the time of His 
coming. This has been done, to some 
extent, by Mr. Drummond in his work 
entitled Zhe Jewish Messiah. In this 
sense, * Apokalyptik” possesses a cer- 
tain value :— but, as has been just 
observed, this is not the purpose for 
which modern critics have given promi- 
nence to works of this kind.! 

To the class of Jewish * Apokalyptik " 
belong :— 

Portions of the Sibylline Oracles (see 
Note E on Rev. ii. 20) ;— 

The Book of Henoch (Jude 14). Of 
this Lücke ascribes chapters 1-35 and 
71-105 to the age of the Maccabees; 
and ch. 37—70 to the time of Herod the 
Great (s. 142) :—many critics, however, 
(e. g. Hilgenfeld, Jüd. Apok., s. 181) 
appeal to its Messianic references in 
order to prove that the book has been 
largely interpolated by Christian hands. 
To this supposition the objection has 
been opposed, * Would not a Christian 
have spoken more clearly of Christ'? 
(Schürer, JV. T. Zeit-gesch., 1874, S. 535) : 
“ If a Christian really undertook to make 
Enoch the vehiclé of his Apocalyptic 
thoughts, how is it that he did not point, 
as clearly as is done, for instance, in the 
‘Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs’ 
(e. g. Levi, § 4), to the rejected, and 
crucified, and risen Christ?" (Drum- 
mond, Z c., p. 61) ;— 

The Apocalypse (or 'AváAgJus) of 
Moses (Origen, De Princ., 1i.2). Hilgen- 





1 Modern Jewish writers are naturally not 
disposed to bring forward testimony to the 
Messianic expectations of their people at the 
time when the Lord came. Thus Jost remarks : 
** Jedenfalls sind alle diese Erscheinungen ohne 
Bedeutung für die jüdische Religions-geschi- 
chte."— Gesch. des Fudenth, und seiner Secten, 
ii s. 218. 
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feld has published the Latin text, in his 
“Nov. Test. extr. Can.,” fasc. i p. 99. 
Ewald (Götting. gel. Anszeig., 1862) 
assumes that the Greek text, now lost, 
had a Hebrew original, and he places 
its date shortly after the death of Herod 
the Great ;\— 

<The Apocalypse (or dpacis, Or àva- 
Barixév) of Isaiah; referred to by Origen, 
Hom. i. in Esai, c. 5: see Epiphan., 
Fear. xl 2; lxvi. 3;— 

The Fourth Book of Esdras (which 
Lücke places before the birth of Christ, 
—s, 209). St. Jerome has styled this 
work the fourth book of Ezra, taking 
Nehemiah as the second, and the Greek 
"Ecópas of the Apocrypha as the Z4. 
This fourth book (which we possess 
only in its Latin version, —Lücke, s. 146) 
is extant neither in Hebrew nor in 
Greek. A Greek original is quoted by 
Clemens Al. in S¢rom. iii, 16 ; and refer- 
ences are also found to 4 Esdr. v. 5, in 
the epistle of Barnabas, c. xii. ; and to 
ch. ii. 16, in the first epistle of Clemens 
Rom, 6.1. (cf. Ezek, xxxvii. 12, 13)— 

The Apocalypse of Baruch (placed, 
in the Stichometria of Nicephorus and in 
the Synopsis S.S. ascribed to St. Atha- 
nasius, among the Apocryphal writings 
of the Old Test.,—see Credner Zur 
Gesch. des Kanons, ss. 121, 145) was 
first made known in modern times 
through a Latin translation, in 1866, 
by A. M. Ceriani? The Syriac text was 
subsequently published by Ceriani in 
1871 (L c, t. v. 2), from a manuscript 
ascribed by Cureton to Cent. vi. Ceriani 
(Pref., p. 1) assigns this Apocalypse to a 
place among the most ancient writings 
of its class, chiefly owing to its close 
affinity to 4 Esdras. He also points out 
(p. 80) the almost exact resemblance of 
ch. 29 to the chiliastic passage quoted 
from Papias by St. Irenæus (Adv. 
Her. Y. 33). Papias must plainly have 
borrowed from the “ Apocalypse of Ba- 
ruch,” or both must have borrowed from 


1 AD. 6 ; îe, after the attempt of Judas the 
Gaulonite, who led the revolution against the 
taxation under Quirinus.— Ewald, Gesch. des V. 
UT B: Ne Si 73: 

2 * Olim de Greco in Syriacum, et nunc de 
Syriaco in Latinum translatum,” edidit A. M. 
Ceriani, Monumenta sacra et profana., t. i. fasc, 
2, Mediolani, 1866, pp. 73-98. 
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an earlier writer.  Hilgenfeld (Mess. 
Judaor., s. lxi.) refers the composition 
of this work to A.D. 72. “ There can be 
no doubt,” writes Mr. Drummond (7 c., 
p. 125), *that it was written by a non- 
Christian Jew. Though it is rich in 
Messianic passages, I have not observed 
a single expression which betrays a 
Christian hand ;"— 

To the class of Jewish * Apokalyptik " 
Lücke (s. 232) refers the Apocalypse of 
Adam, proceeding from the Gnostics; 
and that of Abraham, proceeding from 
the Sethites, a sect of the Ophites: see 
Epiphan., Her. xxvi. 8; xxxix. 5. 

To Christian Apocalyptic literature 
belong :— 

The Shepherd of Hermas (Rom. 
xvi 14; Orig. Hom. 25 in Luc. xii. 58). 
Dorner considers that this work “must 
be dated prior to Montanism” (Ox tke 
Person of Christ,—Eng]. tr.,i. p. 382) ;— 

The Testaments of the twelve Pa- 
triarchs. This work Lücke (s. 334) 
ascribes to a Jewish-Christian of the 
second century ; and Dr. Gibbings (77e 
Sibylline Oracles, p. 65, Dublin 1878) 
also regards it as a Christian composition 
of the beginning of Cent. ii. ;— 

The Apocalypse of Peter (see the 
* Muratorian Fragment," c. 10; Hilgen- 
feld, Zc., iv. s. 74) ;— 

The Apocalypse, or 'Avafjaruóv, of 
Paul (St. Augustine, Zract. in Johann. 
98; Sozomen., ZZ. E., vii. 19) ;— 

A spurious “ Apocalypse of John” first 
mentioned in the Scholia to the Gram- 
mar of Dionysius Thrax, Cent. ix. ; and 
now published by Tischendorf, Cod. 
Apocr. N. T., p. 20 5— 

The Apocalypse of Cerinthus (Euseb. 
H. E. iii. 28): see above, $ 5, p. 439 ;— 

An Apocalypse of Thomas, and an 
Apocalypse of Stephen (enumerated in 
the Decretum of Gelasius, 1™ Pars, 
Dist. xv. 3, ap. Corp. Jur. Can, ed. 
Richter, t. i. p. 34; see Credner, Gesch. 
des Kanons, s. 219). : 

Dormer (/.¢, i. 408) thinks that Bar- 
nabas and Papias, alone among the 
Fathers, properly represent ‘ Apoka- 
lyptik.” 

On this subject see also Schenkel, 
Bibel-Lexicon, art. Apokalypsis ; Smith's 
Dict. of Christian Biogr.; Hilgenfeld, 
Die Jüd. Apokalyptik, 1857, and Messias 
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Judeorum, 1869; Renan, L’ Antechrist, 
p. 358, note; J. Drummond, Zhe Jewish 
Messiah, 1877. 

There is yet another alleged charac- 
teristic of Apocalyptic literature, which 
comes nearer to the subject of the pre- 
sent section, but which is certainly not 
to be restricted to the Book of Daniel 
or to the Revelation :—In prophecy, we 
are told, the Spirit of God finds His 
immediate expression in words; but in 
* Apokalyptik" human language dis- 
appears, for here are “ unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter" 2 Cor. xii 4. The Apoca- 
lyptic writer beholds in Vision the 
unseen and the future; but he beholds 
them “embodied in Jlastic symbolic 
shapes, as in a dream; only that these 
images are not the children of his own 
fancy, but the product of Divine revela- 
tion adapting itself essentially to our 
human horizon. . . . The form peculiar 
to Apocalyptic prophecy is the sym- 
bolic. . . . As the subjective form of 
Apocalyptic prophecy is the Vision, the 
corresponding objective form is the sym- 
bolic."—Auberlen, Z ¢., pp. 83, 85.* It is 
evident, however, that the employment 
of symbols is not “peculiar to Apoca- 
lyptic prophecy,” defined as it is by the 
class of writers here referred to. Auber- 
len, no doubt, acknowledges this, al- 
though but partially. He admits that 
* Apokalyptik " * did not appear without 
being prepared for by the earlier pro- 
phets, and only reached its full develop- 
ment in Daniel, who exerted, in this 
formal respect also, an influence on 
Zechariah, as is evident from the first six 
chapters of that prophet" (Zc, p. 90). 
This admission, however, gives a very 
incomplete idea of the symbolism of the 
other prophets. Zechariah’s use of 
symbols is by no means confined to his 
first six chapters:—see ch. xi, and 
especially vv. 10-143; ch. xiii. 7, and 
compare vv. 8, 9, with Ezek. v. 12. 
Compare also Zech. iii. 8 with Isaiah iv. 
2; Jer. xxii 5; xxxiii 15; Zech. x. 10 
with Isai. xi 11, 10; Hos, xi. 12 (see 


1 The intervention of Angels is also alleged 
to be another feature peculiar to ‘* Apoka- 
lyptik? ; but cf. Gen. xvi. 7; Num. xxii 22; 
Judges xiii. 3 ; 2 Kingsi.3; Zech. i. 1r ; Matt. 


i 20; Luke i I1; Acts viii, 26, &c. 
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Pusey, Zhe Min, Proph., Introd. to 
Zechariah, p. 504). Jeremiah is through- 
out symbolical,—e.g. Jer. i. 11, 12 ; xiii. 
2-11; XViil. 1-0; XXV, L54-XXVIL 2: 
and so are Ezekiel and others,—e.g. Ezek. 
1,511093 JL. 17525 10015 oc, 46. 30.08, 
1L; Joeli; &c. 

Renan fully concedes this fact, and so 
far differs from other writers of his 
school ‘The form of ‘ Apocalypse, " 
he observes, * adopted by the author [of 
the Revelation] was not new in Israel. 
Ezekiel had already inaugurated a con- 
siderable change in the old prophetic 
style, and one may in a certain sense 
regard him as the creator of the Apoca- 
Zyptic method.” —L’ Antechrist, p. 357.1 

Nor yet is the New Test.—apart from 
the Apocalypse—without its own sym- 
bolical element, as, e.g., in Acts xxi. 114 
and especially in the Fourth Gospel, a 
fact which constitutes a fresh proof of 
the similarity between it and the Revela- 
tion. Thus we have the following sym- 
bols of which the meaning is not ob- 
scure,—Light, John i. 4, 8 ; xii. 46 ;—the 
Lamb, i. 29, 36 ;—the Temple, ii. 19 ;— 
the brazen Serpent, iii. 14 ;—living Water, 
iv. 10-15; vil 37-39 ;—Manna, vi 31; 
—the healing the blind man, ix. 39 ;—the 
Shepherd and the door, x. 1-16 ;—wash- 
ing the disciples’ feet, xiii. ;—the Vine, 


1 Renan thus expands his theory as to Apo- 
calyptic literature :—For the simple allegorical 
acts which accompanied preaching Ezekiel 
substituted Visions ; że., ‘‘a complicated sym- 
bolism, where the abstract idea was represented 
by means of chimerical beings, conceived with- 
out any reference to reality. Zechariah continued 
to proceed in the same way. ... . The author 
of the Book of Daniel, in fine, by the extra- 
ordinary popularity which he gained, fixed defini- 
tively the rules of this method..... Hencefor- 
ward, to every critical situation of the people of 
Israel, corresponded an Apocalypse. .... It 
was inevitable that the reign of Nero and the 
siege of Jerusalem should have their apocalyptic 
protest ; as at a later period, the severities of 
Domitian, of Adrian, of Septimius Severus, of 
Decius, and the Gothic invasion in 250, provoked 
their own.”—7d., p. 359. To the same effect 
Max Krenkel (‘‘ Der Ap. Johannes”): ‘In the 
near relationship between the old prophecy and 
* Apokalyptik,’ it is certainly hard to say what 
belongs to the one, and what to the other. 
Ezekiel and Zechariah, commonly reckoned 
among the Prophets, may with equal right be 
claimed for ‘ Apokalyptik,’ in so far as they 
chiefly busy themselves with the future, and 
avail themselves largely of Visions.”—s. 49. 
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xv. 1;—the prophecy to St. Peter, xxi. 
18. 

In the Apocalypse, on the other 
hand, the symbolism is confessedly dark 
and complex,—a mysterious hieroglyphic 
which has too often been interpreted 
arbitrarily and rashly. The entire Book, 
as the following analysis will more fully 
show, is to be understood throughout 
in à symbolical sense. 
language has manifestly two forms,—it 
consists (1) Of ideal symbols or the 
images of material things ; (2) Of sym- 
bolical numbers. 


$ 1o. Ldeal Symbols! or the Images of 
Material Things. 


Let the Apocalypse itself be here its 
own interpreter; and the question as to 
the character and import of its announce- 
ments will thus receive its chief answer 
—(a) from the intimations of the Book 
itself; (b) from the interpretations sup- 
plied by other Books of Scripture:— 

(a) The intimations given by the 
Apocalypse itself :— 

Ch. i. 8. «Iam the Alpha and the 
Omega." — 

“Tam the Zirst and the Last,” ver. 17 : 
Z-scoralso/ch. xxi 65 Xx 13, “dhe 
Beginning and the End.” 

» Ver..12. “Seven golden Candle- 
sticks" (cf. ch. ii. z, 5) ; ver. 16, “Seven 
Stars”? (cf. ch, uü. r; i. 1). = 


1 ¢ A symbolical alphabetical Dictionary” is 
prefixed by Daubuz to his commentary :—see 
the ed. of P. Lancaster, 1730, pp. 23-143. 

2 The star (ó aorvnp) has amongst all nations 
been employed as the symbol of Imperial do- 
minion and splendour: ‘‘ Ecce Dionzi pro- 
cessit Cesaris astrum.” —Virg. Ec ix. 47; 
** Micat inter omnes Julium Sidus.”—Hor. Od. 
I. xii, 47; “Eomepos ds KdAAtoros èv obpavó 
forara dorhp.—Zll. xxii. 317. 

Compare the title of the false Messiah in 
the reign of Hadrian, Bar-cochab or **son of a 
star ;" see the note on Num. xxiv. 17, and below 
on Rev. vi. I3; viii, IO ; ix. I ; xii. 1, 4 (cf. Dan. 
viii, 10). In Isai. xiv. 12, the bearer of the 
World-power, the king of Babylon, on account 
of his glorious dominion, is named ** Lucifer, 
Son of the Morning,"—the bright morning 
star which shines as a monarch in the starry 
heavens: see the note zz Joc. Hence ‘‘the 
Morning Star” (6 dorhp ó mpwivds) in Rev. 
ii. 28; xxii. 16. Cf Ecclus. l 6; 2 Pet. 
i, r9. 


Its figurative - 
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“The Seven Stars are the Angels of 
the Seven Churches; and the Seven 
Candlesticks are Seven Churches.” —ver. 
20. 
,, Ver. 18. “ The Keys of death and of 
hell" (Hades). — 

“ The Key of the Zit of the Abyss. And 
he opened the pit of the Abyss,” &c.; ch. 
ix. 1, 2; cf. ch. xx. 1. The Key is the 
symbol of authority :—see on ch. iii. 7. 

Ch. ii. 10. “ Ten days.” = 

A comparatively short time ;—as is 
shown by the use of the expressions, 
* one day”; “one hour,” ch. xviii, 8, 1o. 

» Ver. 11. “The Second Death” (see 
also ch. xx. 6).— 

To have * part in Ze lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone; which is the 
Second Death."—ch. xxi 8; and so, 
“ This is the Second Death, even the lake 
of fire.” —ch. xx. 14. 

,, Ver. 15. “ The doctrine of the Nico- 
laitans" (cf. ver. 6). = 

“The doctrine of Balaam,’ ver. 14. 
Balaam—‘ the destroyer of the people’ 
(from yo and ny)—is equivalent to Nico- 
las (NuóAaos, from way tov Aadv). This 
Greecizing of Hebrew words we again 
find in the instances of Apollyon and 
Abaddon, ch. ix. 11 ;—of “the Devil” 
and Satan, ch. xii. 9 ;—of vaí and apy, 
ch. i. 7: see Züllig zz ort., i. S. 303. 

, Ver. 28. * The morning Star.” = 
Christ: *l am the root and the off- 
spring of David, the bright, the morning 
Star."—ch. xxii 16. See note ? above. 

Ch. i. rz. “The new Jerusalem” 
(see also ch. xxi. 2). = 

“The Bride, the Wife of the Lamb, 
.... the Holy City Jerusalem."—ch. 
xxi 9, ro. (Note the contrasted symbol, 
the “great Harlot —ch. xvii 1. = 
Babylon, the World-city, ch. xvii. 5, 18). 

[Ch. iv. 4. The * Four-and-Twenty 
Elders," see below under class (b)]. 

Ch. iv. 5. * Seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne." — 

“The Seven Spirits of God." —1b.: see 
also ch. i. 4 ; iii. 1 ; cf. Zech. iv. 2. 

Ch. v. 5. “Seven eyesir 

“The Seven Spirits of God." — Tb.: 
c£ Zech, iib giy ive £o. 

», Ver. 8, * Incense." & 

* The Prayers of the Saints.” —7b. : cf. 
ch. vit, 3: Lev. dvi, 72) 330 (PS cose 
Isai vi 4: Luke i. 9, 10; Acts x. 4. 
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Ch. vi. 2. “A white Horse, and He 
that sat thereon." — 

* A white Horse, and He that sat 
thereon, called Faithful and True.... 
and His name is called “le Word of 
God.”—ch. xix. 11, 13. 

» Ver. 8. *A pale Horse : and he that 
sat upon him." = 

* His name was Death.” — 75. 

Ch. ix. 3. The “Locusts” are ex- 
plained to be symbolical; they are not 
literal locusts :—“ They have over them 
as King the Angel of the Abyss," Abad- 
don, Apollyon.—ver. 11. 

Ch. x. 3, 4. “The Seven Thunders 
uttered their voices. . . . . And Iheard 
a voice from heaven saying, Seal up ze 
things which the Seven Thunders wered, 
and write them not :"—cf. ch. xiv. 2. 

Ch. xi. 3. The ‘Two Witnesses.” = 
“ The two Olive trees, and the two Candle- 
sticks.” —ver. 4 ; they are also “ Two Pro- 
hets.” —ver. 10. 

» Ver. 8. “ The Great City, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also their Lord was crucified.” 

Chom 3.“ A: great zed’ Dragon”; 
* The great Dragon” (ver. 9). = 

* The old Serpent, he that is called the 
Devil, and Satan.” —Ver. 9 ; ch. xx. 2, 7. 
CEASA xxvi. rs Ezek. xxix. 3. 

Ch. xii. 11. The second “ Beast." = 

pec hale F robhe? ch. Kv. x3; 
xix. 20; xx. 10. Cf. 1 John iv. 1-3 

Fa xiv. '8. * Wane,” = 

An image implying the concentration 
of “wrath,” —ch. xvi. 19: cf. Jer. xxv. 15- 
18. On “the Wine-Cw,” see ch. xiv. 10; 
xvii. 4; xviii. 6. Cf. ch. xv. 7 ; xvi r,— 
“ The Seven Vials of the wrath of God.” 

Also an image implying the extreme 
of spiritual “fornication ;” “ The wine 
of her “fornication,” —ch. xvii. 2 ; xviii. 3. 

» Ver. 20. “ The Wine-press." = 

“The great Wine-press of the wrath of 
God.”—ver. 19;” “of the frerceness of the 
wrath of Almighty God.”—ch. xix. 15. 

Ch. xvi. 13. “ And I saw coming out 
of the mouth of the Dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the Beast, and out of the 
mouth of the False Prophet, three un- 
clean spirits, as it were Frogs.” = 

“They are Spirits of Devils.” —V er. 14. 

Ch. xvii. 1. ** The great Harlot.” = 

“ The great City, which reigneth over 
the kings of the earth."—Ver. 18. 
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» Ver r. She “sitteth upon many 
Waters." — 

“The Waters .... where the Harlot 
sitteth, are peoples, and mudtitudes, and 


nations, and tongues.”—ver. 15 (cf ch. 


xii. 15, 16). 

» Ver. 3. “A scarlet-coloured Beast 
.... having Seven Heads and Ten 
Horns,” = 


“The Seven Heads are Seven moun- 
zains, on which the woman sitteth: and 
they are Seven Kings” (vy. 9, 10) :—- 
“ The Ten Horns that thou sawest are 
Ten Kings.” —ver. 12. 

» Ver. 5. The Harlot’s * Name.”= 

* Babylon the great, the mother of the 
harlots and of the abominations of the 
earth t-70. — Cf.ch. xiv. 35 xvi 195 
xviii. 2, 

Ch. xviii 21. “A mighty Angel took 
up a stone as it were a great millstone, 
and cast it into the sea." = 

‘Thus with violence shall Badylon, 
the great City, be cast down, and shall be 
found no more at all."— 477. 

Ch. xix. 8. * The fine Linen." — 

“ The righteous acts of the Saints.” Ib. 
Cf. ch. iii. 45 vi. 11; vii. 9, 14. 

» Ver. 9. “The Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb." — 

* If any man hear my voice and open 
the door, I wil come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me.”—ch. 
lll. 20. 

$»'Ver 17. 'The- great Supper of 
God." = 

“An Angel.. cied. . to all the 
birds that fly in mid-heaven, Come... 
that ye may eat the flesh of kings,” &c.— 
WVV. 17, 185 Cf Ver. 21. 

Ch. xx. 8. “ Gog and Magog.” = 

“The Nations which are in the four 
corners of the earth." —Ib. 


(b) The interpretations supplied by 
other Books of Scripture :— 

Ch. i. 4. ‘The Seven Spirits which 
are before His throne" (cf. ch. iii. 1). — 

The Holy Ghost, Sevenfold in His 
operations, Isai. xi 2; x Cor. xii 4. 
See also under division (a), on ch. iv. 5; 
v. 6. 

» Ver. 16. “Out of His mouth pro- 
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ceeded a sharp two-edged Sword” (see 
also ch. ii, 12, 16; xix. 15).= 

“He hath made my mouth like a sharp 
Sword,”—Isai. xlix. 2 (and so Isai. 
xi 4; Hos. vi 5). See Eph. vi 17; 
2 Thess. ii. 8; Heb. iv. 12. 

Ch. ii, 7. “To eat of the Tree of 
Life" (see also ch. xxii. 2, 14). — 

Immortality: “Lest he take also of 
the Tree of Life, and eat, and dive for 
ever.’ —Gen. ili, 22; see on Rev. xxii. 2. 

» Ver. 17. * The hidden Manna.” = 
* And Moses said, Take a pot, and put 
an omer full of Manna therein, and /ay 
it up before the Lord.” —Ex. xvi. 335 “The 
Ark of the Covenant wherein was a 
golden pot holding the Manna."—Heb. 
ix. 4; “ Your fathers did eat the Manna 
in the wilderness, and they died. This 
is the Bread which cometh down out of 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, 
and not die.”—John vi. 49, 50; cf. 1 
Cor. x. 3. 

Nerio, t. Jezebel. 

The symbol of idolatry, 1 Kings xviii. 
19; she is also the symbol of adultery 
and witchcraft 2 Kings ix. 22, 30 (cf. 
Jer. iv. 30; Ezek. xxiii. 40). 

Ch. iii. 4. “ Garments” undefiled, and 
defiled (see also, under division (a), on 
chi xix. 8) = 

Righteousness and unrighteousness, 
Zech. iii. 3-5 (cf. Gal. ii. 27; Eph. iv. 
24; Col. iii. 10; Jude 23). 

, Ver. 5. “The Book of Life" (see 
the note on this verse). = 

* Blot me, I pray Thee, out of Zhy 
Book which Thou hast written."—Ex. 
xxxii 32; “Let them be blotted out 
of Ze Book of the Living, and not be 
written with the righteous."— Ps. Ixix. 
28; “Thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in 
the Book." —Dan. xii. 1 ; * Whose names 
are in the Book of Life.”—Phil. iv. 3. 
Cf. Luke x. 20. 

Gh; iv. n 
heaven." — 

“This is the Gate of heaven.” —Gen. 
xxvill 17. 

» Ver. 4. The “Four -and -twenty 
Elders.” = 

The Twelve Patriarchs, and the Twelve 
Apostles (see ch. xxi 12, 14),—Matt. 
xix. 28; Luke xxii 30. 

Ch. v. 1. The Sealed Book. = 


*A Door opened in 
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“ The Vision of all is become unto you 
as the words of a Book that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one that is learned, 
saying, Read this I pray thee: and he 
saith, Z cannot; for it is sealed.” —Isai. 
AXI ip 

, Ver. 6, “A Lamb standing as 
though it had been slain.” = 

Christ : * He is brought as a Lab to 
the slaughter,” Isai. lii. 7; “He seeth 
Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God.” —John i. 29, 36 ; 
Acts viii. 32 ; 1 Pet. i. 19. 

» » “ Having Seven Horns." = 

Having the symbol of universal Do- 
minion :— He shall give strength unto 
His King, and exalt the Horn of His 
anointed."—: Sam. ii. 10; cf Deut. 
xxxii. 17; 1 Kings xxii. rr. (On the 
number Seven, see below, p. 475). 

Ch. vi. 1-8. The Four Horses. = 

“The four Spirits of the heavens.”— 
Zech. vi. 1-8 ;—cf. Zech.i. 8-10. * These 
are they whom the Lord hath sent to 
walk to and fro through the earth." 

» Vv. 5, 6. “He had a balance in his 
hand, and I heard as it were a voice.... 
saying, A Measure of Wheat for a 
penny,” &c. = 

Scarcity :—“ And when I have broken 
the staff of your Bread . . . they shall 
deliver you your Bread again by weight ; 
and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.” — 
Lev. xxvi. 26 ;—“ Thy Meat which thou 
shalt eat shall be by weigAt."—Ezek. iv. 
10, 16, 17 ;—cf. v. 16. 

Ch; vii...“ The four Winds" 

The Divine Judgments :—“Upon Elam 
will I bring zhe four Winds... and I 
will set my throne in Elam, and wi 
destroy,” &c.—]er. xlix. 36, 38. Cf. 
Zech. vi. 5, where “ The four spirits (or 
Winds) of the heavens" are personified 
(see above on Rev. vi. 1-8). 

» Vv. 1-3. “ The Sea." — 

The Nations: “The Lord bringeth 
upon them the Waters of the river, strong 
and many, even the King of Assyria and 
all his glory. Isai. viii. 7 ;—“ Upon the 
earth distress of /Vations, with perplexity ; 
the Sea, and the waves roaring,” Luke 
xxi 255 «(cf “Dan? vise Thesour 
winds of heaven strove upon the great 
Sea)" See CXVIII BS, 

» Ver ic Lxeesi(cf. ch. vay). 

Kings, great. men :—“ This is the word 
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that the Lord hath.spoken concerning 
[Sennacherib|. . . . I will cut down zke 
tall cedar Trees thereof, and the choice fir 
Trees thereof," &c.; 2 Kings xix. 21-23 
(c£ Isai. x. 18, 19) ;—*' The Z»ve that 
thou sawest . . . i zs thou, O king,” 
Dan. iv. 20722. Cf. Zech. xi. 2. 

Ch. vi. 7. Grass = 

Subjects :—“ The Grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth . . . . surely the People zs 
Grass." —Isai. xl. 7. 

» Ver. 8. *A great Mountain" (ch. 
xvii 9, 10). — 

A Kingdom, a seat of Empire: —" Y will 
render unto Babylon, &c..... Behold, 
I am against thee, O destroying Moun- 
tain.” Jer. li. 24, 25 ;—cf. Dan. il. 34, 45 ; 
Zech. iv. 7. 

» Ver. rr, “ Wormwood.” = 

Bitterness, the distress and trouble 
resulting from sin:—“ Lest there should 
be among you « root that beareth gall 
and Wormwood.” —Deut. xxix. 18; cf. 
Acts viii, 23 ; Heb. xii. 15. 

Ch. ix. 3. Locusts. = 

Gods destroying Army :—“ The Lo- 
cust. . . Ay great Army."—Joel ii. 25; 
See vv. 2—1II. 

Ch. x. o. “ Take [the little Book] and 
Exit up. = 

* He caused me #0 eat that roll [of a 
Book,—see Ezek. ii. 9] . . . . Moreover 
He said unto me, Son of man, all my 
words that I shall speak unto thee receive 
in thine heart.” —Ezek. iii. 2, 1o. 

Ch. xi. 1, 2. “ And there was given me 
a reed like unto a rod: and one said, 
Rise, and measure the Temple... . 
And the court which is without the 
Temple leave out, and measure it not" 
(cf. ch. xxi. 15-17). — 

* Behold there was à man... . with 
a line of flax in his hand, and a measur- 
ing reed... . He measured it by the 
four sides . . . . Zo make a separation be- 
tween the Sanctuary and the profane 
place.” Ezek. xl. 3—xlii. 20. Cf Zech. 
1.15.2. 

„ Ver. 4. * The two Olive Trees and 
the two Candlesticks." — 

*« What are these two Olive Trees upon 
the right side of the Candlestick and upon 
the left side thereof? . . . . Then said 
he, Zhese are the two anointed ones, that 
stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” — 
Zech. iv. 11,14. Cf Rom. xl 17, 24, 
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where the “Olive Tree” signifies the 
people of God; and Rev. 1. 20, where a 
* Candlestick ” signifies a Church. 

Ch. xii. 1. “A Woman clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of Twelve 
Stars.” = 

She is znvested with authority :—“ Be- 
hold the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me” —Gen. 
XXXVll 9. 

Ch. xii. r. “I saw a Beast coming 
up out of the sea, having Ten Horns 
and Seven Heads." = 

(See Dan. vii 3-7) :—‘ These great 
beasts, which are four, are four Kings ; .. . 
The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
Kingdom upon earth; .... And the 
Ten Horns out of this kingdom are Ten 
Kings.” —Dan. vii. 17, 23, 24. 

Ch. xiv. 14-19. To * send forth the 
Sickle”; “to reap the Harvest of the 
earth”; to “gather the Clusters of the 
Vine.” = 

To sit in judgement; to be ripe for judg- 
ment :—* There will I sit Zo judge all the 
heathen round about. Put ye in the 
Sickle for the Harvest is rife: come get 
you down, for the Press is full, the fats 
overflow ; for their wickedness is great.” — 
Joelin 12,13. CE Isat. xxu.9, 105" Jer, 
Wie 0. 1233; 

» Ver. 20. “The Winepress was trod- 
den.” = 

Wrath, Judgment :—‘1 have trodden 
the Winepress . . . . I will tread them zz 
mine anger... . for the Day of Vengeance 
is in mine heart.”—Isai, lxiii. 3, 4. 

Ch. xv. 7, The Vials (see on ch. vi. 1 ; 
viii. 2, the Seals, the Trumpets). — 

The Divine judgments; cf. the Plagues 
of Egypt,—Ex. vii.-xii. 

Ch. xvi. 16. * Armageddon." — 

The scene of great Mourning :—“ In 
that day shall there be a great Mourning 
in Jerusalem, as the Mourning of Hadad- 
rimmon in the valley of Megiddon."— 
Zech. xi. X1. 

» Ver. 21. “Great Hail" = 

“The indignation of His anger... . 
With scattering, and tempest, and Za:/- 
stones.” Isai, xxx. 30 ;—'' Lam against 
you, saith the Lord God . . . . and ye, 
O great Hailstones, shall fall.” —Ezek. 
Kill IUD. 

Ch. xvii. 2. “ Fornication.” = 
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Faithlessness to God :—“ How is the 
Faithful city become an Harlot!” Isai. 
i, 2r;-cf. Jer. ii. 20; ili. 2, 6; Ezek. 
xvi 153; Hos. ii 5; Nah. iii. 4; &c. 

Ch. xx. 2. “A Thousand Years." = 

The symbol of the duration of time, 
as God regards it:—“ A thousand years 
in thy sight are buz as Yesterday when it 
is past, and as a watch in the night.”— 
Ps. xc. 4 ;—' One Day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one Day.” —z2 Pet. iii. 8. See 
the note on ch. xx. 2. 

Ch. xxi. 2,9. “The Bride, the Wife 
of the Lamb.” = 

The Church :—‘Thy Maker is ¢hy 
Husband; the Lord of Hosts is His 
name.” Isai. liv. 5 ;— He hath clothed 
Me... as @ bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herself with her jewels.” lxi. 1o; 
—* He that hath “ze Bride is the Bride- 
groom.” John ii. 29 ;—“A man shall 
leave his father and mother and shall 
be joined unto his wife, and they two 
shall be one flesh. This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning Christ 
and whe Church.” —Eph. v. 31, 32. 

» Ver 4; © The Fountain of ’ the 
water of Life ;"—** A River of water of 
Ine noxii M (Ci ver. 17) 

The grace of Christ :-—“ With joy shall 
ye draw water out of the Wetls of Salva- 
tion.” Isai. xii. 3 ;—“‘ Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye 7o the waters.”—lv. 1; 
“Whosoever drinketh of ZZe water that 
I shall give him, shall never thirst? — 
John iv..x4; “Rivers of living water. 
. .. This spake He of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on Him should receive.” — 
John vii. 38, 39. 

Ch, xxi,.2... The leaves of the Tree 
were for the Healing of the nations." — 

“ The fruit thereof shall be for meat, 
and the leaf thereof for Medicine." —Vzek. 
xlvii 12. 





The xumerical symbolism of the Apo- 
calypse in like manner receives its only 
just illustration. from the other Books 
of Scripture. See § 11. 


$ xx. Symbolical Numbers. 


Rationalists represent this aspect of 
symbolism as follows :—As the writers of 
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“ Apokalyptik” strive to excite the curi- 
osity of their readers by mysterious hints, 
and to test their acuteness by enigmatical 
words, so, with them, Numbers gain a 
special significance, and often find an 
artificial and allusive application. Certain 
Times also are fixed, even to the day and 
hour ; and that which the writer does not 
venture to commit to words, he entrusts to 
the more ambiguous, and therefore less 
treacherous symbolism of Numbers’ (see 
Krenkel, Zé., s. 47). 

Nothing can be more superficial, when 
the question is examined generally— 
nothing more incorrect, when the sym- 
bolism of Scripture is the subject, than 
such a theory. Among every ancient 
people, especially in the East—in India, 
China, Chaldzea, Egypt ; in Greece, long 
before Pythagoras—we find importance 
attached to numbers; and this, too, 
in connexion with religious worship. 
This instinctive apprehension of the 
heathen world involves a profound truth. 
Number and Proportion are essential 
and necessary attributes of the Kosmos: 
and Gop, as a God of order,! has ar- 
ranged each several province of Creation 
—even to the minutest particular (“the . 
very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered,” Matt. x. 30)—according to defi- 
nite numerical relations (Ps. cxlvii. 4; 
Isai. xl. 26; Ecclus. xvi. 26, 27). Not 


1 Wisdom xi. 21,—7dvra uérpp kal apidud 
kal orabu@ Siérate. Cf. also the Pythagorean 
saying,—Ta Gv àpiÜuQv otorxeia Tov Üvrcv 
oroixeta mavtwy. Aristot., Met. i. 5. 

? This position may be illustrated by the 
results of Science. Nature, in not a few of her 
provinces, works according to strict numerical 
laws. E.g. in— 

» CRYSTALLOGRAPHY :—A few instances may 
be given of the forms which minerals generally 
assume : (2). Minerals which crystallize as Hexa- 
hedrons (whose faces are six squares), or Octahe- 
drons (whose faces are eight equilateral triangles) 
—Fluor spar, Alum, Sea-salt, Magnetic Iron- 
ore, Diamond, Garnet, Ruby Copper, &c.; (b). 
Minerals which crystallize as right square Prisms, 
or in Octahedrons (whose faces.are Isosceles ` 
Triangles) — Hyacinth, Tinstone, &c.; (c). 
Minerals which crystallize as six-sided Prisms, 
or as Hexagonal Dodecahedrons (whose faces 
are Isosceles Triangles)—Beryl, Quartz, Corun- 
dum, Tourmaline, &c. ; (d). Minerals which 
crystallize in four-sided Prisms with a Rhombic 
base, or in Octahedrons (whose faces are equal 
and similar Scalene Triangles)—Sulphur, Arra- 
gonite, Nitre, &c. ; not to mention other classes. 

CHEMISTRY :—Although the **atoms? of 
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only where the thought transcends the 
limits of man's understanding (e. g. Gen. 
xiii. 16; Jer. xxxiii 22; Rev. vii. 9), but 
also in the province of human freedom 
(e.g. Job xiv. 16; Ps. lvi. 8), all has 
been divinely disposed according to 
number and proportion, order and de- 
sign : and should such dispositions not 
admit of being computed by human 
faculties, or should God reveal them 


elementary matter have very different weights 
which are not always represented by integer 
numbers, when we take the ‘‘atoms” as units 
combination takes place between them in pro- 
portions which are represented only by integers. 
Thus, the molecule of / 


Hydrochloric acid contains 2 elementary atoms 
(1 of Hydrogen and 1 of Chlorine) ; 

Water, 3 el. at. (2 of Hydrogen and 1 of 
Oxygen) ; 

Ammonia, 4 el. at. (1. of Nitrogen and 3 of 
Hydrogen); 

Nitric Acid, 5 el. at. (1 of Hydrogen, 1 of 
Nitrogen, and 3 of Oxygen) ; 

Sulphurous Acid, 6 el. at. (2 of Hydrogen, 1 of 
Sulphur, and 3 of Oxygen) ; 

Sulphuric Acid, 7 el. at. (2 of Hydrogen, 1 of 
Sulphur, and 4 of Oxygen) ; 

Phosphoric Acid, 8 el. at. (3 of Hydrogen, 1 
of Phosphorus, and 4 of Oxygen) ; 

Alcohol, 9 el. at. (2 of Carbon, 6 of Hydrogen, 
and 1 of Oxygen) ; 

Nitrous Ether, 10 el. at. (2 of Carbon, 5 of 
Hydrogen, 1 of Nitrogen, and 2 of Oxygen). 


(This information as to Crystallography and 
Chemistry has been kindly supplied by Pro- 
fessors Apjohn and Emerson Reynolds.) 

ZooLoGY.—In his Lecons sur la Physio- 
logie (t. ix., Paris, 1870), M. H. Milne-Ed- 
wards writes :— 

“La limite extrême du séjour du jeune Ani- 
mal dans l'intérieur de l'eeuf parait être fixée 
d'une maniére presque invariable pour chaque 
espèce zoologique.”—p. 589. 

The following are a few of the results given 
at p. 445:—The duration of incubation is 12 
days for humming-birds; 31 days for the pea- 
cock ; 42 days for the swan. 

'The duration of gestation among the Mam- 
malia is, about 3 weeks for the mouse; 3% 
weeks for the marmot (Fr. ‘‘ souslie 5? Arctomys 
citillus) ; 4 weeks for the hare; 7 weeks for the 
hedgehog; 14 weeks for the lion; 21 weeks 
for the sheep, &c. 

PnuvsroLocv.—Dr. Carpenter observes that 
there are marked differences in the functional 
operations of Organic life ** which mark out the 
whole term of life into the various ‘ Ages’ 
which are commonly recognized as seven, namely 
—Infancy, Childhood, Youth, Adolescence, 
Manhood, Decline, and Senility. For Physio- 
logical purposes, however," may be used ‘‘the 
three great periods of Growth and Development, 
of Maturity, and of Decline.” —Princ. of human 
Physiology, 7th ed., p. 961. 
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in mystery, — they are nevertheless 
capable of being represented not only 
by means of ideal types and symbols ; 
but also by numerical relations. 

The conception of the sanctity and 
symbolical dignity of numbers may 
probably have passed over to the Israel- 
ites from their heathen neighbours :! at 
all events, it is certain that this universal 
sentiment is reflected from the pages of 
the Old Testament. What could be 
more natural, indeed, than that the 
writers of either the Old or the New 
Testament should employ numbers as 
they were employed by their contem- 
poraries? Numbers, like words, are but 
the signs of ideas; and if we can ascer- 
tain the idea corresponding to a par- 
ticular sign, we have the meaning of that 
sign. It is this underlying idea alone 
on which the numerical symbolism of 
Scripture depends. The Pantheism of 
the religions of Nature, it is true, had 
attached to numbers, in addition to their 
speculative value, a further meaning. 
The real relations which are stamped on 
the material Kosmos were sought after ; 
and, in the effort to trace out the laws 
of the Universe, everything sublunary 
was supposed to be guided by the mo- 
tions of. the heavenly bodies. “ Though 
the Universe," writes Professor Archer- 
Butler, * displayed the geometry of its 
constructor or animator, yet Nature was 
eminently defined, by the Pythagoreans, 
as the piuyow TOv OpiÜunQv — (Aristot. 
Metaph. i. 6)".—Lectures on the Hist. 
of Antient Philosophy, vol. i, p. 336.2 


1 The elaborate theory of Bahr (‘‘ Symbolik des 
Mosaischen Cultus?) to this effect, was, at one 
time, opposed by Hengstenberg (“Die Gesch. 
Bileams,” 1842, s. 70 f£.) ; but this opposition 
was subsequently modified in his “Beiträge” 
(see B. iii. ss. 311, 605, 646). Ilis criticism was 
replied to by Kurtz, **.Szud. u. Kritiken,” 1844, 
s. 330. Bähr has, no doubt, carried his theory 
to too great lengths. 

? * Having discovered that the changes of 
sound were indissolubly connected with changes 
of length and tension, Pythagoras reversed the 
proposition, and asserted that sound — that 
which is essentially * harmony ’—perpetually 
waited on proportion ; and that as the heavens 
themselves were ordered in consonance with 
number, they must move amid their own eternal 
harmony, a harmony to which the soul of man 
from familiarity (owing to its past transmigra- 
tions) had become deaf and irresponsive.”—/. c., 
p. 341. ‘Pythagoras ad harmoniam canere 


474 


The influence thus ascribed to the 
heavenly bodies led immediately to 
starworship ; and it was only after 
eliminating every such conception that 
numerical symbolism was employed in 
the Bible. Had the principles of the 
Sabzean worship lingered in the mind of 
the Israelite, he would have seen in the 
Seven-branched Candlestick only an 
image of the planetary heaven; or in 
the number of the Twelve Tribes, but a 
type of the signs of the Zodiac: but 
this error, above all others, was de- 
nounced by Moses who appointed death 
as the punishment for apostasy to this 
form of false worship (cf. Deut. iv. 19 5 
xvii. 3-5). This abuse, therefore, being 
guarded against, the speculative value 
which the heathen attached to Num- 
bers while it serves to illustrate this 
species of symbolism as found in the 
Bible, could in no way oppose the use 
by the Sacred Writers of a figurative 
mode of speech recognized by all an- 
cient peoples.” 


(a). NUMBERS TAKEN SIMPLY. 


The number THREE :*— 
Among the heathen, if at all civilized, 
every type and image of Deity, all 


mundum existimat.”—Cic., De Wat. Deor. iii. 
fi 27: 

1 Bähr observes that there is but one pro- 
bable trace of any reference to the signs of the 
Zodiac in the entire Old Test, viz. —in the 
nro (A. V. ** Planets ;” Marg., ** &velve signs 
or constellations ;! LXX. mois ua(ovpé0) of 2 
Kings xxiii. 5 (cf. Job xxxviii. 32), where it is 
specified as an instance of the idolatry from which 
Josiah cleansed the Sanctuary (Z., i. s. 206). 

2 Mede observes: ‘‘The Scriptures use no 
numbers indefinitely [i.e., symbolically] but such 
as the use of speech in the language of the 
people had made such.”—p. 597. He instances 
7 and 10; 7 times, and 1o times; Myriads of 
myriads; Sexcenti by the Latins: xDuor xiMdkis 
by the Greeks. 

* The number Two is the ‘‘signature” of 
testimony—of truth—of certainty. (Deut. xvii. 
6; xix. 15: John viii. 17). There were Zo 
Tables of Testimony, Ex. xxxi. 15 ;—the 
Apostles and the Seventy were sent forth *' wo 
and zwo,” Mark vi. 7; Luke x. 1 ;—there are 
“two Witnesses,” Rev. xi. 3 3—‘‘two olive- 
trees,” Zech. iv.3. The refetition ofa revelation 
is the assurance of its truth,—e.g. Gen. xli. 32; 
Judges vi. 39 ; 1 Kings xi. 9. And thus Z*9wo 
symbolizes God's witnesses and martyrs through- 
out all time. 
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that stands in immediate relation to 
It,—all, in short, in which the Divine 
completes itself, has the stamp of Z/ree. 
This idea almost forces itself on the 
mind when man contemplates Creation : 
there are ZAree dimensions of Space ;— 
Time is past, present, future ;—the Uni- 
verse offers to the view, Sky, Harth, and 
Sea ;—hence arose the proverb, tpux9a 02 
cávra dédacra (Bahr, Lc, S. 143). It 
is but natural, indeed, that the essential 
character of the Triune GOD, as He has 
revealed Himself, should be impressed 
upon His works. And so, in the record 
of Revelation ZZree is the numerical 
* signature” of the Divine Being, and of 
all that stands in any real relation to 
God :i—e.g. three Angels appeared to 
Abraham, Gen. xviii. 2 ; the benediction 
is three-fold, in Num. vi. 24-26 (cf. “My 
Name,” ver. 27); Balaam's blessing 
is also z¢hreefold, Num. xxiv. 10; 
each year God's people must appear 
before Him ZZzee times, Ex. xxiii. 14, 17 ; 
Deut. xvi. 16; above all, there is the 
Ter Sanctus,—the ** Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
of Isai. vi. 3. 

Christ performs ¢iree miracles of 
raising from the dead (Matt. ix. 185. 
Luke vii. 12; John xi); He ZZree times 
announces that He will rise from the 
dead on the ¢hird day (Matt. xvi. 21; 
xvii 23; xx. 19); He is * the Way, and 
the Truth, and the Life (John xiv. 6); 
He is Prophet, Priest, and King. 

The Number Four :— 

The number ZZre being the “ signa- 
ture” of God, of the Creator ; Four is 
the “ signature” of Nature, of the cre- 
ated, of the world :—not of the world 
as “without form and void," but as a 
Kéopos, as the revelation of God so far 
as Nature can reveal Him. Among the 
heathen, Four is the number of the ele- 
ments and of the regions of the earth. 


1 Leyrer (in Herzog’s Real Encyclop., art. 
Zahlen bei dem Hebr.) disputes the conclusion 
that Three is strictly the ‘ signature” of God ; 
it rather, he considers, when applied to God, 
symbolizes the conception of Zz/e. In the his- 
tory of Creation, he argues, Z777ee is involved in 
the Seven, as the number describing a gradual 
development of Life, when, in the first Trtad of 
the Hexaemeron, the lower order (or kingdom 
of pani and, in the second Triad, the highest 
order of organic Life (man) is attained (Gen. i. 
11-13, 26-31). : 
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It is the holy number of the Pythago- 
reans—the sacred TZe¢ractys, or divine 
Quaternio, by which they swore. In 
Scripture Four appears first in Gen. ii. 

10, where the river of Eden parts into 
four heads, * compassing" on all sides 
the lands of the earth: and thus we 
read of “ the four corners! of the earth” 
(Isai. xi 12; Ezek. vii. 2); or, as it is 
expressed in Ps. cvii. 3, * He gathered 
them out of the lands, from the east, 
and from the west, from the north, and 
from the south" (cf. Luke xiii. 29) ;—we 
also read of “the jour winds of the 
heaven" in Dan. vii. 2 ; Zech. ii. 6 (cf. 
Ezek. xxxvii 9; Matt. xxiv. 31) ;—and 
of the four constellations (Job xxxviii. 
31, 32). This is also the language of 
Rev.viL r; xx. 8. For the Hebrew, the 
world was the manifestation of the Divine 
creative power (Ps. xix.) ; and the num- 
ber Four, which denoted the form of the 
world, was the * signature" of the world 
as that scene which “ declared the glory 
of God.” The Living Beings who are the 
symbols in heaven of the Divine glory 
which Creation reveals—who arethe ideal 
representatives of Creation (see on Rev. 
iv. 6)—appear, in Ezek. i, four in num- 
ber, with four faces, four wings, four 
wheels (cf. Ezek. x. 9), four sides. See 
also St. Peter's Vision, Acts x. 11, 12; 
xi 5, 6, where living Creation is sym- 
bolized. When the enumeration of the 
world's inhabitants is meant to be ex- 
haustive, that enumeration is of four 
classes,—e. g. “every tribe and tongue, 
and people and nation” (Rev. v. 9). The 
old Creation had fallen from God; the 
new Creation was hereafter to be His 
Kosmos, in the essential meaning of the 
word; and towards this restoration the 
Jewish Theocracy was the first step: 

* In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed” (Gen. xxii. 18). From 
such considerations, leaving aside all 
material notions, is to be derived the 
religious significance of this number. 
'Thus there were Jour ingredients in 
the sacred incense, and four in the 
sacred oil (Ex. xxx. 23, 24, 34) ;—the 
two Altars are “/four-square,” and had 


Pein Hebrew msp, n3535,—L XX. črpa, 
ryoov lat, . pata Job“ xxvii 2; Ps xe 7 5 
Isai. xliii, 5, 6 ; Jer. xlix. 36. 


475 


each four horns (Ex, xxvi.; xxx.) 
And so in the Apocalypse the New Jeru- 
salem “lieth foursquare," ch. xxi. 16. 
Many other instances from Scripture 
are given by Bahr, and in Herzog, Z. cc. 

The number ZZre—the “signature” 
of the Divine ; and the number four— 
the *signature" of Creation, are com- 
bined in numerical symbolism both 5 
addition and multiplication: 4 + 3 = 
4 X 3212;—eg. the Zhree and eh 
four of the Seven-branched Candlestick ; 
and the Four rows of Three in the Twelve 
stones of the Breastplate (Ex. xxv. 31- 
37 ; xxviii. 17-21). 

The number SEVEN :— 

This number is employed to present, 
in the language of symbolism, the fol- 
lowing relations :—(a) As 3 and 4 make 
one number in 7, Seven is the note 
of union between Gop and the world, 
and, therefore, signifies union and har- 
mony; (7) As the conceptions of Gop 
and the world are the conditions of 
every religion, so all systems which aim 
at union with God must include them. 
Being the symbol of this union, Seven is, 
in general, the *number" of religion ; 
(c) The end of religion being union with 
God, the number (Seven) which signifies 
this, is the necessary “signature” of 
Salvation, Blessing, Peace, Perfection. 

With the heathen, Seven had almost 
exclusive reference to natural relations : 
the seven planets ;—the seven colours in 
the rainbow ;—the seven tones in music ; 
—the seven strings of the lyre of Helios ; 
—the seven reeds in the pipe of Pan, the 
personified ALL. On man, pre-eminently 
as the world in miniature,—the Mikro- 
kosm,—Seven was stamped. Solon and 
Hippocrates defined the seven ages of 
man (Philo, De Ogific. Mundi, i. p. 25). 
According to the Indian doctrine, ** man 
is the representative of the great Seve- 
stringed World-lyre ;" the “symbol of 
Kosmic harmony ;” the “ makro-kosmic 
Heptachord" (v. Bohlen, Das alte Indien, 
ii 247). The Chinese distinguished 
seven material souls in man, together 
with ¢hree spiritual souls (Ritter, Aszen, 
i 199) The Egyptians worshipped 
the seven planets (Diodor. SiC.) 1.930) 
and Herodotus tells of their seven castes. 
There were also the sacred * Heptads” 
of Greece and Rome; and hence, the 
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significance attached to Rome's seven 
hills. Cicero styles Seven “rerum om- 
nium fere nodus" (Somn. Scip. 5,—see 
De Republica, vi.). In the Pythagorean 
doctrine of numbers, seven is the number 
of a kapós; in accordance with the 
seven sacred divisions of zime, which all 
nations seem to have recognized. In 
the Oriental division of time into seven 
days, the Indians and Chaldeans gave 
to each day the name of one of the 
seven planets, as representing the har- 
mony of the world. 

In place of all such material relations, 
the ethical and religious significance 
of Seven was alone recognized by the 
Hebrews. The Bible begins, in the 
Book of Genesis, with a Seven; and ends, 
in the Apocalypse, with a series of 
Sevens. The symbolical value of this 
number is not to be sought for, with 
Winer (Real WW. B., B. ii. s. 715), in 
the ideas attached by the ancients to the 
seven planets; nor, with Bahr (4 c, i. 
192), in the harmony of the seven tones 
and colours; nor, with Philo (De Ofific. 
Mundi, i.p. 21), in numerical combina- 
tions ;* but in the seven days during 
which Creation arose from chaos (nn 
1n3) and was pronounced to be *'very 
good” (ax aw) :—when God “ rested on 
the seventh day from all His work which 


1 Alexander Aphrod. on Aristot, Met., i. 5, 
7, writes: ‘‘Quem ordinem numerus septem 
obtineret, hunc in mundo assignabant tempesti- 
vitati, utique quoniam hunc numerum tem- 
pestivitatem esse censebant" (af. Herzog, 4. c., 
s. 365). 

? Ideler (Chronol., i. 178 ; ii. 473) traces the 
universal division of time into periods of sevez 
days, to the phases of the moon, or the dura- 
tion of each of the four divisions of the lunar 
month of twenty-eight days. See a remarkable 
passage on the sacred character of the seventh 
day among the Greeks, in Clemens Al., Strom. 
v. I4. Aulus Gellius (iii. 10) gives an account 
of a work by M. Varro (B.C. 116) on the virtues 
of the number seven, which, after the Greeks, he 
called a Zzbdomad. Varro writes of the ‘‘ sef- 
zem triones quas mAevddas Greeci vocant ;” of the 
phases of the Moon completed ** quater septenis 
diebus ;—and he adds ‘‘se quoque jam duode- 
cimam annorum hebdomadam ingressum esse.” 

3 See the treatise of Victorinus, De Fabrica 
Mundi, ap. Cave, Hist. Liter., t.i. p. 148. 

4 Philo gives the following examples :— 
3+4=7; I+2+4=7; in the two geo- 
merical Series 0,02, 4, 1S, (65 3509» BOTs 
&c., the seventh term in each— as in every 
geometrical series beginning with zzfy —is at 
once a squate and a cube, 
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He had made" (Gen. ii. 2); when He 
blessed it, and sanctified it as a day of 
rest for the Creation also (cf. Prov. ix. 
1)! And thus the sacred Seven is the 
* signature" of perfection, —the type of 
all development in the history of the 
creature, especially of the human race 
as it struggles to rise out of imperfec- 
tion and unrest and sin, to the state of 
perfection and rest and holiness, through 
the redemptive operation of God. If 
in this symbolical number we can look 
backwards to the work of the first 
creation of the world; we can also look 
forward to the New Creation,—to “the 
sabbath rest" (cafgfarwpós, Heb. iv. 9) 
of the people of God. Of this progress? 
Israel is the type,—by its origin, its 
preparatory discipline, its deliverance 
from Egypt, its organization through the 
Law; and in this progress the numerical 
symbol Seven is of never-ceasing recur- 
rence. The very existence of the 
Jewish nation rested on its Covenant- 
union with God; and of this the ‘‘ bow 
in the cloud" (Gen. ix. 13), with its 
seven colours, was the Divinely appointed 
“token.” The sign and pledge of this 
Covenant was the Sabbath (naw; com-. 
pare yaw, seven: “God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it," Gen. ii. 
3; Ezek. xx. 12 ;—the resemblance of 
the two words, however, seems to be 
merely accidental) : see Ex. xxxi. 12-17 ; 
Neh. ix. 14. With reference to this 
sacred number— Seven, or Seven multi- 
plied by Seven—all the legal festivals 
were ordered.? Seven was the number 

1 Mr. R. Proctor (Contemp. Rev., March. 
1875) would derive the origin of the Jewish 
Sabbath ‘‘from an Egyptian, and primarily 
from a Chaldzean source."—p. 611. 

2 Cf. the “seven steps,” Ezek. xl. 22, 26, 
symbolizing the gradual preparation of hu- 
manity for the New Temple, and perfected 
Kingdom of God.—See Leyrer, Z c. 

3 The great Festivals lasted seve days :—the 
Passover (Ex. xii. 15), the Feast of Weeks (Ex. 
xxxiv. 22), the Feast of Tabernacles (Deut. 
xvi 13). Pentecost was seven weeks after the 
Passover (Lev. xxiii. 15, 16) ; each seventh year 
was ‘fa sabbath of rest unto the land” (Lev. 
xxv. 4) ; and the Jubilee year was the year after 
* seven times seven years” (Lev. xxv. 8-11). 
The Great Day of Atonement fell in the seventh 
month (Lev. xvi. 29, 30), as did the Feasts of 
Trumpets and of Tabernacles (Num. xxix, 1, 
I2. And thus, the 7th day is a Sabbath; the 
7th week a Pentecost ; the 7th year a Sab- 
batical year; the 7th Sabbatical year a Jubilee. 
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of sacrifice’ (Num. xxii. 1, 14, 29; 
2 Chron. xxix. 21; Job xlii. 8). Judicial 
acts, whether of mercy or of punishment, 
involved the sacred number: e.g. the 
punishment of Cain (Gen. iv. 15, 24) ;— 
the seven years of plenty and of famine 
in Egypt (Gen. xli. 29, 30). Cf. the use 
of Seven in Josh. vi. 4—the compassing 
of Jericho; in 2 Kings v. ro—the heal- 
ing of Naaman;? in Dan. iv. 16?—the 
** seven times” of Nebuchadnezzar; &c. 
Again, the words signifying an oath, 
and Zo swear, are derived from Seven: 
e.g. Beer-skeba, signifies * The well of 
the oath,” Gen. xxi 28-31 ;—God for- 
gets not His Covenant (n2) which He 
had sworn (yat), Deut. iv. 313 viii 
18.4 

Seven is also used as a sacred number 
in the New Test. :—e. g. the seven Beati- 
tudes ; the seven petitions in the Lord's 
Prayer ; the seven Parables in Matt. xiii.; 
the miracle of the seven loaves; “the seven 
words” from the Cross; the seven dis- 
ciples in John xxi 2 (cf the 7 x 10 
disciples, Luke x. 1) ; the seven Deacons ; 
the seven ‘‘Charismata” in Rom. xii. 
6-8 ; the seven characters of * wisdom” 
in James iii. 17; the seven “ virtues” in 
2 Peter 1. 5-7. 

In the Apocalypse, the prominence of 
the number Seven is as remarkable as it 


! In the Feast of Tabernacles (Num. xxix. 
13-34), the whole idea of sacrifice was ordered 
according to Seven :— during the sevez days were 
sacrificed, of goats, 7 ; of rams, 7 x 2; of lambs, 
7x7xX2; of bullocks, 7x5 x2,—seven bullocks 
being offered on the seventh day (see Mr. White, 
Symbolic Numbers, p. 57). One may add the 
seuen elements of the sacrifice,—the bullock, the 
ram, the goat, the dove ; corn, wine, and oil. 

2 “Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and 
thy flesh," &c. This is an instance of Seven, as 
the note of purification. ‘The first hint of this 
is given in the number of **clean beasts” taken 
into the Ark by Noah, Gen. vii. 2, 3: cf. Lev. 
xiv. 5I. 

3 “Tn Babylonia the number Seven had a 
character quite sacramental.”—See the notes on 
Dan. iv. 16, 32, 34. 

4 To this brief enumeration may be added 
the adjuncts of the Sanctuary and its service :— 
the seven branches of the Candlestick, and its 
seven lamps (Ex. xxv. 31-37) ;—Solomon's 
Temple was seven years in building, 1 Kings 
vi. 38. Thelength of each curtain of the Taber- 
nacle was 7 X 4 cubits (Ex. xxvi. 2) ;—the num- 
ber of the pillars of the Tabernacle court was 
7X4 X 2 (Ex. xxvii. 10-15) : see Philo, De 
Vita Mosis, iii. 1. 
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is unquestionable. (i) There are the 
cases in which the numerical symbol is 
exhibited, but not expressed :—such are 
the doxologies of ch. v. 12 ; vii. 12 ; the 
enumeration of the dwellers on the 
earth, ch. vi. 15; the enumeration of 
God's enemies, ch. xix. 18.! (ii). There 
are the far more numerous instances in 
which the numerical symbol is indicated 
expressly :—in ch. i, the seven Spirits, 
the seven Churches, the seven Candle- 
sticks, the seven Angels, the seven Stars ; 
elsewhere, the Seals, the Trumpets, the 
Vials, the Thunders, the Lamps of fire, the 
horns and eyes of the Lamb, and so 
throughout the Book.? . 

It should also be added here that the 
half of Seven (33 x 2 = 7) was taken 
among the Jews as the symbol of times 
of tribulation: e.g. the period of famine 
and of Israel’s oppression in the days of 
Elijah—a period so expressly specified by 
Christ in Luke iv. 25 (cf. James v. 17) ; 
and this “broken number” —this half 
of Seven—is a symbol of great signifi- 
cance from Rev. xi to Rev. xiii: see 
Wetstein’s note on Rev. xi. 2. A con- 
dition of things is thus symbolically re- 
presented in which the Church suffers 
oppression from the World-power, and 
seems to be abandoned by God,—a con- 
dition the duration of which is shortened 
* for the elect’s sake” (Matt. xxiv. 22). 
* A time and times and the dividing of 
time” (Dan. vii. 25 ; xii. 7 ; Rev. xil. 14), 
or this period of three years and a half 
according to the usual interpretation, is 
the prophetic duration of the deliverance 


! Tt is to be noted that as the symbol of the 
Lamb, and the possession of a throne, are asso- 
ciated with Antichrist—the ‘‘simia Dei” (Rev. 
xii. 2, 11); so the number Seven is taken in 
connexion with what is evil, e.g. Luke viii. 2; 
xi. 26. The sevez heads of the Dragon and the 
Beast (Rev. xii. 3; xiii. I) are the hellish anti- 
type of, and contrast to, the sevez Spirits of 
God,—the seven eyes and horns of the Lamb: 
cf. the seven nations of Canaan, Deut. vii. 1; 
Acts xiii. 19. 

2 Note that in Amos i. 3 seven is resolved into 
its elements three and four. The purification on 
the seventh day was useless, if that on the third 
day did not precede, see Num. xix. II, I2. 
Compare the seven night- Visions of Zech, ivi. ; 
the Zzzee of ch. iii. being Visions of general, 
and the four of ch. iii—vi, of special import. 
This resolution into ZZzee and four, and more 
usually into four and ZAree, marks the Apoca- 
lypse :—see the remarks introductory to ch. ii. 
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of the saints into the powerof their oppres- 
sors, In Rev. xi. 2, 3, the period of 42 
months (— 1260 days;=“‘a time, and 
times, and half a time," ch. xii. 14)’ 
is the period during which the Holy City 
is trodden down, and the Witnesses are 
persecuted (cf three days and a half" 
ch. xi 9). This ‘broken number" 
—“ Septenarius truncus "—may also be 
taken to be the “signature” of the 
broken Covenant; or may, perhaps, 
denote a period when God's Covenant 
of mercy is hidden from view, though 
the glory to be hoped for is still in store, 
—a glory which is fully developed in the 
sacred Seven, 

Further, if oze be subtracted from 
Seven, we get Six, a deficient number,— 
the half, also, of Z7ve/ve,—and thus the 
“signature” of non-perfection: in Ex. 
xxvii. ro, the two Sixes make up the 
perfect Twelve. The source of the idea 
is to be sought for in the szx days of 
Creation, as days of work ; and thus Szx 
is also the “signature” of human labour. 
The command to * work" on the “ six 
days” is given seven times,—viz, Ex. xx. 
Ds Px Sg XXxl E5.5 XXXiV.2X ;( XXXV, 
2; Lev. xxiii. 3; Deut. v. 13 ; and thus 
man follows the Divine exemplar, for 
not until the seventh day did God rest 
* from all His work which He had made,” 
Gen. ii, 2. This number is also a 
symbol of human rule and power, for 
on the sixth day God conferred on man 
his dominion over animated Creation, 
Gen. i 28. After the pause which, in 
each case, precedes the last Seal, and 
the last Trumpet, the judgments which 
fall on the world and which are com- 
plete in the number 6, are fulfilled in the 
7, when *the kingdom of the world is 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of His Christ" (Rev. xi 15) Accor- 
dingly, “ Six is the number of the world 
given over to judgment" (Auberlen, 4 4, 
p.267). In Rev. xiii. 18, the threefold 
appearance of szx in higher orders 
(666 —6--60--6oo) indicates that the 
Beast “ can only rise to greater ripeness 
for judgment."— 2d., p. 268. 


! Mr, C. Maitland suggests that this variety 
of expression is intended **to make us more 
abundantly certain of the accuracy of the fulfil- 
ment."— The Apost. School of Proph. Interpr., 
pa 2a Sec mote 5, D. 474. 
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The number TwELvE denotes, not by 
addition as Seven, but by multiplication, 
the combination of the * signature" of 
God, and the “signature” of the 
world (3 X 4) :— 

According to the material conceptions 
of the heathen, Twelve was the regulating 
number of the Universe, both in space 
and time. There are 12 chief Stars— 
12 signs of the Zodiac in the path of the 
sun ; I2 months in the year; 12 hours in 
the day. Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, 
had r2 chief deities; there were 12 
Titans; 12 labours of Hercules, &c. In 
Scripture, however, rejecting all material 
references, as Seven, by reason of its 
components 3 and 4,is the Covenant- 
number,—so, by analogy, Zwelve is not 
indeed, the number of the Covenant 
itself as Seven is, but of the Covenant- 
people in whose midst Gop dwells, and 
with whom He has entered into Cove- 
nant-relations. The division into Zwe/ve 
Tribes fixes the relation of the Israelites, 
as God’s elect people, to this symbolical 
number, That this relation was divinely 
fixed we learn from such passages as 
Ex. xxiv. 4; xxvii. 21; Josh. iv. 1-9; 
i Kings xvii. 31; Ezra vi 17. ‘That 
the relation was not accidental,—that it 
did not spring from the mere fact that 
Jacob had twelve sons,! is clear from the 
incorporation of the Tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasses in place of their father 
Joseph, which would have disturbed the 
number Zzwelve had not Levi been 
specially separated among the other 
Tribes (Num. i. 47; i& 33). Thatithis 
explanation is just, we learn from the 
Divinely appointed arrangement of the 
Camp of Israel (Num. ii); where the 
Tabernacle in which God dwelt was in 
the midst (ver. 2), with Z&ree Tribes en- 
camped on each of the four sides (vv. 
3-31). Jerusalem—the Holy City which 
replaced the Camp in the wilderness 
—was built, as Josephus describes it 
(B. J., v. 4. 2), on four hills, with three 

1 The fact that Nahor (Gen. xxii. 21—24) and 
Ishmael (Gen. xvii. 20; xxv. 16) had each 
twelve sons, has led Leyrer (/. c.) to conclude 
that Twelve is not the “ signature” of the people 
of God, but generally of a people (cf. Gen. xxi. 
13); the predominant and permanent reference 
to Israel causing this number to be symbolical 


of the Church, as the assemblage of God's 
chosen people. ` 
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gates on each side; just as we read of 
the New Jerusalem in Rev. xxi r3. 
And thus the number Zwefve was the 
“signature” of Israel as God's elect 
people with God in their midst: while 
the perpetuation of this number as that 
of the Apostles of Christ, and this selec- 
tion of it (Matt. xix. 28) to mark out the 
Christian Church also as the Covenant- 
people with whom God shall ever dwell,— 
fixes Twelve as the “signature” of the 
collective body of the Redeemed. 

For the symbolic use of Zve/ve in the 
New Test., see the Zzve/ve thrones of the 
Tweive Apostles, Matt. xix. 28; Actsi. 26; 
the fwelve legions of Angels, Matt. xxvi. 
53; the ¢wefve baskets full of fragments in 
the miracle of the loaves, Matt. xiv. 20 :— 
in the Apocalypse, the Woman with “a 
crown of Zwe/ve Stars," ch. xii. I; or, 
referring to the New Jerusalem, the 
Twelve Angels at the Zwe/ve gates on 
which were the names “of the Zwelve 
Tribes of Israel," and the fwe/ve-founda- 
tions, on which were * the names of the 
Twelve Apostles of the Lamb,” ch. xxi. 
I2, 14 ;—in fine, the ** Zzwe/ve manner of 
fruits " of the Tree of Life (in connexion 
with the ¢we/ve months) ch. xxii. 2. 

The introduction of Zzve/ve as a factor 
of other numbers is also significant :— 

12 X 2,—The courses of the priests, 
ri Chron, xxiv. 1-19 (cf. 2 Chron. viii. 
14; xxxi 2; Lukei. 8). In the Apoca- 
lypse the * Four and twenty Elders," 
with their thrones, ch. iv. 4. 

12 X 4,—The “forty and eight cities” 
of the Levites, Num. xxxv. 7. 

12 x 8,—The offering of * ninety and 
six rams," Ezra viii. 35. 

12 X ro (and the derivatives of 12 
multiplied by the derivatives of 10),— 
e.g. The 120 priests, 2 Chron. v. 12 ; the 
120 disciples, Acts i. 15. 

150€ io ^0 xo X To (= 12,000)— 
The length and breadth of the City, 
Rev. xxi. 16. 

12 X 12,—The wall of the City was 
“an hundred and forty and four cubits,” 
Rev. xxl. 17. 

I2 X 12 X IO X IO X Io (= 
144,000 or 12,000 from each of the 
Twelve Tribes),—The sealed of Rev. vii. 
4; see also ch. xiv. 1. 

The number TEN :— 

As the numerical system of all nations 


.pleteness. 
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consists of decads, and the number Zen 
represents the entire system, it is the 
natural symbol of perfection and com- 
The Pythagoreans gave to 
Ten the name of Kosmos,—transferring 
to it the name properly belonging to 
their Zetractys; for, as Jour is the 
number of the Universe which compre- 
hends all relations, so our involves Zen, 
inasmuch as 1 + 2 + 3 + 4= 1o, orthe 
great rerpakris (see Suidas, s. v. ópudpós). 
As 4 follows 3, so also ro follows 3 x 3.! 
Tenis, therefore, the “ signature” of the 
perfected kécpos, and they claim for it— 
as the perfectly explicit Monas and Te- 
tractys—everything that embraces what 
is odd and even, what is evil and good. 
Hence they regarded Zez as the sym- 
bolical representative of absolute per- 
fection and complete development. And 
thus Zez symbolizes, not God and the 
world—like 3 and 4, but that peculiar 
quality of completeness and perfec- 
tion which belongs to both. From 
such speculations Spencer derives the 
universal custom of setting apart a 
Tenth of all to God (De Legg. Hebr, 
ii. 1),—a symbolical conception which 
may be noticed so early as the time of 


Abraham, who gave Melchizedek “ tithes 


of all” (Gen. xiv. 20); and which 
was divinely ratified in the Law (see 
Lev. xxvii 30; Num. xvii. 21, 24). 
Though but a zenth, the tithe was given in 
token that the wole was the Lord's. 
Hence, too, * the words of the Covenant, 
the Zen Commandments” (Ex. xxxiv. 28) 
gave the complete summary of the Law, 
and were the condition of Israel's 
existence as a people.? 


1 Philolaus, the first expounder of the system 
of Pythagoras (see Ritter and Preller, Mist. 
Phil., p. 58), disputed as to the proportions and 
virtues of numbers,—‘‘ maxime de numero de- 
nario, quo omnes numeros atque omnes nume- 
rorum virtutes contineri putabant."—4, c., p. 
61. ‘*Quaternarium numerum quasi compen- 
dium et originem denarii esse docebant, quia si 
addendo conjungas unum, duo, tria, quatuor, 
efficiuntur decem. Cf. Vit. Pythag. ap. Phot. 
Bibl.p.712.. .. Inde juramentum illud Pytha- 
gore per tetractyn. Cf. Lucian., pro lapsu inter 
salut. 5." —[1. c., p. 62. ] 

2 Delitzsch (see Herzog, Zc., art. Zahlen, 
s. 379) would trace the symbolical value of Ze 
to a different source :—‘‘ Reading between the 
lines” of the express division into Seven, of 
the work of Creation, he discerns Zez ‘‘acts,” 
or ‘‘creative words,” of God (viz., Gen. i. 1, 
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In the Bible, accordingly, as the 
* signature" of a complete and per- 
fect whole, Zen appears, at times, by 
itself ; at times, in connexion with other 
symbolical numbers :—e. g. in the de- 
tails of the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle 
consisted of Ze curtains, forming a 
covering, in surface forty cubits by 
twenty-eight (i.¢.,10 X 4 by7 x 4), and 
of which the “loops” and “taches” 
were fifty (or 1o X 5) ; its length being 
xo x 3 cubits (Ex. xxvi 1; xxxvi 8- 
18). The length of its court was 1o X 
to cubits, by ro x 5 (Ex. xxvii 18). 
The Holy of Holies was a cube, each edge 
being of ze cubits (see on Rev. xxi. 16). 
Other applications are frequent. Noah, 
the head of the Zem/& generation! of 
mankind, was a type (Gen. v. 29) of the 
future universal Redemption; and that 
the Zen generation signifies “ for ever,” 
we learn from Deut. xxiii. 3, as explained 
by Neh. xiii. t. The /zz Egyptian plagues 
symbolized the complete outpouring of 
Divine wrath ;—to which stands in. con- 
trasted parallel the “tribulation of Ze 
days" (Rev. ii. 10), caused by the world 
to the Church. The zen horns of the 
fourth Beast represented zen kings, and 
symbolized perfect power (Dan. vii. 7, 
24)? In order to intensify the idea, 


3, 6, 9, II, 14, 20, 24, 26, 29) through which 
the Kosmos reached its completion, as a whole, 
during the seven days: so that the “‘ seven 
days” represent, in succession, the progress of 
time during which God’s word and work com- 
pleted the world ; and the ** Zz words” repre- 
sent in systematic perfection the szze/e parts 
and aspects of the Kosmos, when a// the parts 
of it have become complete. By this conside- 
ration of the relation of Zez to the Kosmos, 
Delitzsch accounts for the position of Ze in 
the system of numbers among all peoples, and 
under every form of culture. Be this however, 
as it may, the symbolical importance of the 
number Ten is beyond question. 

1 Leyrer notes that the formula ‘‘these are 
the generations" occurs Zez times in the Book 
of Genesis: viz. (1) Heaven and Earth, —ii. 4 ; 
(2) Adam,—v. 1; (3) Noah,—vi. 9; (4) Noah's 
sons,—x. I; (5) Shem,—xi. 10; (6) Terah,— 
xi. 27; (7) Ishmael,—xxv. 12; (8) Isaac,—xxv. 
19; (9) Esau,—xxxvi. 1 ; (10) Jacob, —xxxvii. 2. 

? Leyrer (4 c) adds, that the instruments 
which give praise to God have the ‘‘ signature ” 
of Z7w:,—e.g. the *'/ez strings," Ps. xxxiii. 2; 
xcii. 3 ; cxliv. 9 : and herefers to the Pythagorean 
World-lyre, with its £e strings, and the zez- 
voiced music of the spheres,—see Cicero, De 
Republica, vi. (Somm. Scip. 4); Meursius, De 
Denar. Pythag., ap. Grævii Thesaur, Grec., t, ix. 
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the powers of Zen are frequently em- 
ployed singly or in combination with 
other symbolical numbers :—e.g. “ a thou- 
sand (10?) generations " (1 Chron. xvi. 15; 
Ps. cv. 8) ; and again, to express indefinite 
time, “a thousand years in thy sight are 
but as yesterday,” (Ps. xc. 4; 2 Pet. iii. 8). 
Also combined with other numbers :— 
e.g. the captivity in Babylon for seventy 
(10 x 7) years (Jer. xxv. 1 1);—theseventy 
* sevens" (1o x 7?) of Daniel (ix. 24);—in 
Elijah's days the seven thousand (10? X 7) 
in Israel who did not bow the knee to 
Baal (1 Kings xix. 18; Rom. xi. 4) ;—in 
the Apocalypse the 12,000 (10? X 4 X 3) 
from each of the Twelve Tribes (= 1o? x 
12? = 144,000), ch. vii. 4; xiv. 1 ;—the 
* thousand and six hundred furlongs " 
(10? x 4?), ch. xiv. 20. Compare also 
ch. v. 11, “ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands "— 
a countless number ;—ch. ix. 16, *two 
hundred thousand  thousand;"—and, 
above all, ch. xx., the “ Thousand years." 

The number Five :— 

To the number Ten is related Five, 
which thus represents one-half of the 
* signature" of perfection. In this light, 
it symbolizes in Scripture a relative im- 
perfection. Thus, he that sins through 
ignorance in holy things * shall make 
amends,” “and shall add the fifth part 
[= a double zezZ| thereto," Lev. v. 16; 
cf. vi. 5; xxü. 14. In the New Pest; 
the jive foolish virgins are placed beside 
the jive who were wise, Matt. xxv. In 
the Revelation the locusts have power 
but for ive months (ch. ix. 5,10) ; and in 
ch. xvii. ro, five of the “seven kings” 
are fallen. 


(b) NUMBERS APPLIED TO TIME. 


I. The system of Tichonius 
390) :— 

From a very early period the chrono- 
logical as well as the numerical state- 
ments of the Apocalypse have exercised 
the ingenuity of commentators. Among 
the “Seven Rules"! of Tichonius, 
which were intended by their author to 
solve the difficulties of Scripture, the 


(A.D. 


1 ** De septem Regulis," ap. M. Bibl. Patrum, 
ed. De La Bigne, t. vi. p. 49, &c. These 
** Rules” were taken by Beda as the foundation 
of his interpretation of the Apocalypse. 
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fifth is headed De Temporibus. “The 
legitimate numbers” Tichonius takes to 
be 7, 10, r2, and their multiples,|— 
e.g. 70, 700, 0r 7 X 7, or ro X 10. By 
this means either perfection is signified, or 
the whole is inferred from its part :—thus 
the Seven Churches (Rev. i) denote 
perfection; and in like manner the 
number 727,—e. g. 1 Sam. xxix. 5; Dan. 
vii ro; Matt. xviii. 22. For the number 
Twelve, see above, p. 478. 

In cases where Zi is concerned, 
the “tribulation of z» days" signifies 
‘down to the very end’ (* significat usque 
in finem ") ;—the fve months" (Rev. ix. 
5) denote five years ;— “the hour and 
day and month and year” (Rev. ix. 15) 
denote three years and a half. Some- 
times *a day" is put for a hundred 
days, and thus the * 1260 days" (Rev. xi. 
3; xii 6) represent 350 Jears:—so 
also the “42 months” (ver. 2).. “A 
time, and times, and half a time” (Rev. 
xii. 14) are either 33 or 350 years; and 
in like manner ove day is sometimes a 
hundred years, as it is written concerning 
the Church, “after three days and a 
half” (Rev. xi. 9, 11).? 

In modern times, however, the * Year- 
day theory" is that which has gained 
the highest popularity. 

II. The ** Year-day” theory :— 

Among the questions relating to sym- 
bolical numbers, none possesses such 
importance as the question of the * Year- 
day” theory. This theory is thus de- 
fined by Mr. Birks: In the predictions of 
Daniel and St. John *' which relate to the 
general history of the Church between 
the time of the prophet and the Secorid 
Advent . .. . each day represents a 
natural year, as in the Vision of Ezekiel, 


1 “Ex legitimis numeris sunt septenarius, 
denarius, duodenarius. Idem est autem nu- 
merus et cum multiplicatur: ut septuaginta vel 
septingenti ; vel toties in se, ut septies septem, 
aut decies deni."—4 c., p. 61. 

2 ** Aliquando dies denario numero centum 
dies sunt, sicut in Apocalypse, Dies mille du- 
centi sexaginta. Nam millies ducenties sexagies 
centeni, centum viginti sex millia des sunt, qui 
sunt anni trecenti quinquaginta, mensibus tri- 
ginta dierum . . . ** Tempus" aut annus est, 
aut centum anni; sicut ¢empus et tempora et 
dimidium temporis, quod est aut tres anni et 
dimidius, aut 350. Iterum unus dies aliquando 
centum anni sunt: sicut de Ecclesia scriptura 
est post tres dies et dimidium ? (Rev. xi. 9, 11). 


New Test. — Vor. IV. 
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[iv. 4-6]; a’ month denotes 3o, and a 
time 360 years." — First Elements of 
Sacred Prophecy, p. 311.! 

The passages in the Apocalypse to 
which Mr. Birks applies this theory are 
the following :—ch. ii. 1o (* ten days") ; 
ch. ix. 5, xo (“five months"); ch. ix. 
I5 (“the hour, and day, and month, 
and year”); ch. xi. 2, 3 (442 months,” 
and: * 1260 days”) s. ch ixin yw a 
(“three days and a half”); ch. xii. 6 
(“1260 days"); ch. xii 14 (“a time, 
and times, and half a time”); ch. xiii. 5 
(* 42 months"). It will be observed that 
this writer excludes from the applica- 
tion of the * Year-day " theory, ch. viii. 
I (“half an hour"); ch. xvii. 12 (“one 
hour"); ch. xviii. 8 (“one day”) ; and, 
chief of all, the “ Thousand Years” of 
ch. xx. Indeed Mr. Birks regards it as 
the merit of his definition that it excludes 
the Millennium, and thus, he considers, 
avoids the objection that, according to 
the “ Year-day " theory, the Millennium 
would continue for 360,000 years (c. 
PP. 313-322). 

The objections to this principle of 
interpretation which at once offer them- 
selves, are neither few nor unimportant. 
If Numbers are symbolical at all, we 
cannot play fast and loose with their 
figurative meaning: we cannot apply, at 
our pleasure, the “ Vear-day " theory to 
some prophetical numbers, and arbi- 
trarily exclude others ;—and yet almost 
all writers seem to shrink from apply- 
ing this theory to the Millennium.’ 
Christ has told us that it was not even 


1 **'The mystical exposition of the 1260 days 
as years was first published about A.D. 1200." 
... * From the time of Osiander (1544), and the 
Centuriators, it has been generally received and 
retained in the Protestant Churches.’—Z c., 
p. 19. The Abbot Joachim (circ. A.D. 1190), 
** completely anticipated the day-year theory."— 
Todd, Zhe Prophecies relating to Antichrist, 
p.457. Joachim’s words are: ** Accepto haud 
dubie die pro anno, et 1260 diebus pro totidem 
annis."—z), p. 458. 

2 Anton Driessen, however, (Meditt. in 
sacram Apoc., 1717) has not shrunk from this 
conclusion. Taking a year to be equal to 360 
days, he counts in the Apocalypse from the 
first Christian Pentecost, seven equal periods of 
360 years, down to Rev. xx.; and he makes 
the 1000 years {beginning in the year 2695) to 
be the eighth and last period of God's king- 
dom on earth,—this Millennium being equal to 
360,000 years :—so Liicke reports, s. 1038. 
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for Apostles “to know the times or 
the seasons which the Father hath put 
in His own power”; nevertheless the 
advocates of the “ Year-day” theory 
place the exact interval of 1260 years 
between some point of time variously 
and arbitrarily fixed upon, and the goal 
of Apocalyptic prediction, — whether 
that goal be the Lord’s Second Advent, 
or some subordinate event in history.’ 
Further still :—by aid of the * Year-day " 
theory, writers who, above all others, 
seek to spiritualize the Apocalypse, are 
unconsciously led to give what is really 
a literal interpretation to passages which 
they imagine they are expounding sym- 
bolically. In Num. xiv. 34, and Ezek. 
iv. 6, when it is expressly said that years 
are represented by days, or conversely, 
this 1s simply a literal statement of a fact, 
a statement as literal as when Jeremiah 
(xxv. 11) predicts plainly that the cap- 
tivity in Babylon will last for seventy 
years. lf, therefore, an expositor as- 
sumes that a prophetical day always 
means a natural year, and, consequently, 
that 42 months, or 1260 days must repre- 
sent 1260 natural years, he, so far, 
places himself in the ranks of those who 
interpret the Apocalypse literally. If 
the Second Advent, moreover, be the goal 
fixed upon, one can easily perceive how 
greatly the knowledge of the preceding 
period of 1260 years must interfere with 
that attitude of expectation which the 
Church should ever maintain. Nor can 
such objections, even if they stood alone, 
be removed by the statement of Mr. 
Birks (4 c, p. 410) that the meaning 





1 Thus Junius counts the 1260 years from 
Christ's Resurrection, A.D. 34, to A.D. 1294. 

Mede (p. 600) would count the 42 months of 
“the Antichristian Apostasy” from some year 
between 365 and 455. He inclines to the year 
376, when the Emperor Gratian, who renounced 
the title ** Pontifex Maximus,” began to reign. 

Cressener from A.D. 427 to A.D. 1687, the eve 
of the decline of the Turkish power. 

According to Elliott, the primary epoch of 
the Beast's 1260 days was Justinian’s decree, 
A.D. 530; and the primary ending the French 
Revolution, A.D. 1790. The secondary begin- 
ning was the decree of Phocas, A.D. 606 ; and 
the secondary ending the year 1866 (vol. iii. 
pp. 296-302, 396-410). 

Faber.counts from A.D. 604 to A.D. 1864 
(Sacer. Calo, B. i, ch. 7, p. 132). Tyso (p. 79) 
ges a list of 47 writers who give different 

ates. 
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of the symbol was concealed for twelve, 
or fifteen, or even eighteen centuries, 
until the * Year-day " theory was devised 
by expositors ; for, when closely exa- 
mined, this theory has no real support 
from the analogy of Scripture. 

The passages which are appealed to 
in proof of this theory, and which ex- 
plain its meaning, are as follows :—(x) 
* After the number of the days in which 
ye searched the land, even forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your 
iniquities, even forty years” (Num. xiv. 
34); (2) “Lie thou upon thy left side, 
and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel 
upon it; according to the number of the 
days that thou shalt lie upon it thou 
shalt bear their iniquity. For I have 
laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, 
according to the number of the days, 
390 days: And when thou hast 
accomplished them lie again on thy right 
side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of 
the house of Judah forty days: I have 
appointed thee each day for a year” 
(Ezek. iv. 4-6). To these passages wri- 
ters add, as their grand confirmation, (3) 
the prediction of the “‘ seventy weeks” in 
Dan. ix. 24-27;! which according to 
the established interpretation, indicates 
“seventy weeks of years,” or 490 years, 
—‘ each day for a year.” 

As to the two passages Num. xiv. 34, 


1 **What are the ‘weeks’? Are they weeks 
of days,—or weeks of years,—lunar years of 354 
days, or Babylonian years of 360 days, —or jubilee 
periods of 50 years,—or are they mystical and 
symbolical numbers? Critics of acknowledged 
piety and ability adopt, on this point, the most 
opposite views.’ —Æxcursus on Dan. ix. 24-27, 
p.305. ‘‘It is a question,” writes Mr. G. S. 
Faber, *'*whether the ‘seventy weeks’ [of ” 
Daniel ix.] are composed of solar years [of 365 
days] or of lunar years ; and if of the latter, 
whether each year contains 354 days or 360 
days: Dissert. 02 \ Don. tip. ix ag, 
on Rey. xi., Brightman takes the 1260 days 
(the months * being neither Zuzax nor Julian, 
but Ægyptian, each consisting of 30 days"— 
p. 287) to be 1242 Julian years, from Con- 
stantine's accession A.D. 304, to A.D. 1546, the 
year when the Council of Trent assembled (cf. 
Note C on ch. ii. 10). R. Fleming also re- 
duces the 1260 days (or 3i years) to Julian 
years (3% Julian years = 1278 days ; and, there- 
fore 1260 prophetical days = 1242 Julian years), 
He counts from **the decree of Phocas," A.D. 
606, and thus obtains for the close of the 
Apocalyptic 33 years (1242 + 606) the year 1848 
(see Note B on ch. xi. 2). i 
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Ezek, iv. 4-6, it is not easy to see what 
support can be found in them for the 
* Year-day" theory. In neither of them 
does a “day” stand for a “year”; in 
both a day is simply a day, and a year is 
a year, in the plain, literal sense of the 
words. The “forty years" of Israel's 
wandering in the wilderness were the 
punishment for “forty days’” unbelief: 
—Ezekiel, lying on his side for 430 
(390 + 40) days, bore the national ini- 
quity of 430 years. How can it be 
inferred from either of these passages 
that the word “day” in prophecy a/ways 
signifies a year? In the passage from 
Ezekiel the whole significance lies not in 
the words “day” and “year,” but in the 
symbolic action publicly performed ; and 
the argument based upon it, in proof of 
the * Year-day" theory, * confounds the 
allegory of action with the metaphors of 
speech." In the previous verse (Ezek. 
iv. 3) “an iron pan” (marg. flat plate) 
symbolizes the za// of Jerusalem; and 
Bishop Horsley argues that we might 
with equal reason (and by the same 
analogy) conclude that the word iron- 
plate symbolizes the wad/ of a city in 
Lev. i. 5; 1 Chron. xxiii 29, as infer, 
because a day represents a year in Num. 
xiv. 34, that the 1260 days of Rev. xi. 
3 must be interpreted to mean 1260 
years (Aea p. 723).? 

The argument from the “ seventy 
weeks" of Daniel (ix. 24-27) is still 
less conclusive. The usual translation— 
“seventy weeks,” instead of the literal 
rendering * seventy sevezs "—has contri- 
buted not a little to the misconception 
here. Expositors supply in this passage, 
not weeks of days, or months, or jubilees, 

1 See Bishop Horsley, British Magazine, Supp. 
1553. 9 vol. sive pr (7255, ‘quoted by Dr. SR. 
Maitland, Zhe Twelve hundred and sixty days, 
p. 108. Dr. Maitland (7d. p. 107) also quotes 
Wagenseil : ** Alter locus, Ezech. iv. 6, seque 
nihil probat, ibi enim tantum propheta super 
latus dextrum et sinistrum tot dies cubare 
jubetur, quot annos Deus domus Israelis et 
domus Judze peccata tacitus pertulerat. Hic 
ergo vox dzes ad annum significandum physice, 
ut ita loquar, adhibetur, non grammatice: 
exstatque locus plane similis, Num. xiv."— 72/2 
Ign. Satane (Mantissa de LXX. Hebdom., 

. OT). 

4 AE reply of Mr. Birks (Z c. p. 348) that it 
is not said that ''/Aree hundred iron plates" 
represent ‘‘ three hundred walls,” does not appear 
conclusive. : 
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but of years,—i.e, “seventy sevens [of 
Jears" That the simple rendering, 
“seventy sevens,” is the correct significa- 
tion follows from the usage of Scripture. 
When we ourselves use the word “ week,” 
we mean exclusively a week of days; 
and we calculate time by weeks, reduc- 
ing days to weeks, weeks to months, and 
months to years. ‘This, however, was 
not the custom of the writers of Scrip- 
ture. As the Jews were not in the habit 
of counting time by weeks, they did not 
express the period of seven days by any 
one word; writing in full “seven days” 
(e.g. Num. xxix. 12, shibath yamim, 
DD nyaw,—érrd Zuépas), or “a seven 
(or sevens) of days” (Dan. x. 2, shabuim 
Jamim, DD Dyaw,—éEBdouddas Fpepdv, 
cf. Ezek. xlv. 21)!:—cf. “a month of 
days, Gen. xxix. 14; “three years 0f 
days, Amos iv. 4. The important fact, 
however, is that the word shabua (yyaw) 
properly signifies not “a week (of 
days)" or *a week (of years), but 
strictly “æ seven,’—just as the French 
language has the phrase ze septaine; 
and, similarly, as we say, a dozen. Whe- 
ther sabua denotes “a seven (of days),” 
or “‘a seven (of years),” or “a seven (of 
some other period of time),” is to be 
determined by the context alone; and 


! Three exceptions to this rule are given by 
Dr. S. R. Maitland (see his First and Second 
Enquiries as to the Prophetic periods of Daniel 
and St. John) :—(1) In Lev. xii. 5, the duration 
of “two weeks” (shebuaim) is prescribed; (2) 
In Gen. xxix. 18, 20, Jacob serves Laban ‘‘ seven 
years” (sheba skanim); and in ver. 27 we read 
“Fulfil her week” (shabua zoth,—rà &Bdoua 
TaúTtns); which commentators usually take to be 
“a week of days”—‘‘the seven days. of the 
[marriage] feast " (Judges xiv. 12): so that 
Jacob married Leah and Rachel within eight 
days. Josephus, however, understood that Jacob 
served seven years (AANS émraerías—A ntt. i. 19, 
7) for Rachel also; (3) “The feast of weeks”? 
(žag shabuoth), or feast of the ‘‘first fruits of 
wheat harvest" (Ex. xxiii. 16 ; xxxiv. 22; Num. 
xxviii 26 ; Deut. xvi. 9, 10, 16; Jer. v. 24), as 
the feast of Pentecost was also called (Lev. 
xxii. 15-21), —was fixed by counting seven 
weeks (as we count) from a given time: see 
Tobit ii. I, 4j écriv ayia éBdouddwr. 

? “ Hofmann and Kliefoth” writes Keil (on 
Dan. ix. 24), **arein the right when they remark 
that shadwim does not necessarily mean year- 
weeks, but an intentionally indefinite designation 
of a period of time measured by the number 
seven, whose chronological duration must be de- 
termined on other grounds.” See also Dr. M. 
Stuart’s Comm. on the Apoc., vol. ii. p. 462. 
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this usage is followed by the Misnic 
writers.! 

In Dan. ix. 24 the context seems to 
point to the interpretation of “seventy 
sevens” (shabuim shibim), viz. “seventy 
sevens (of years).”? In ver. 2 Daniel 
quotes Jeremiah’s prediction of the ac- 
complishment of “ seventy years [shibim 
shanah] in the desolations of Jerusalem.” 
This period Daniel intensifies by multi- 
plying seventy by seven in ver. 24. He 
leaves the measure of time indefinite ; 
but his previous reference to Jeremiah 
seems to indicate that “sevens (of 
years),” not * weeks (of days),” are to be 
understood throughout the entire passage, 
vv. 24-27. On the other hand, when 
Daniel does not leave the measure of 
time indefinite, but intends to express a 
week in our sense of the word, he writes 
in full “a seven of days,’—see Dan. x. 
2, 3, “three sevens of days” (sheloshah 
shabuim yamim): cf. Havernick in loc? 
On the reference in Dan. ix. 2 to Jere- 
miah, compare the remarkable passage, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 21.* 

It is to be noted that when one space 
of time in Scripture typifies another 
space of time, both spaces of time are 
equal :—e. g. “ The three days and three 
nights" in Jonah i. 17, and *the three 
days and three nights" of the entomb- 
ment of Christ,—Matt. xii. 4o. When 
the exact time differs, it is stated ex- 
pressly as in the case of the days in 
Num. xiv. 34 ; Ezek. iv. 4-9. 

Again, when we are told by Mr, Faber 
(Dissert. on Dan. ix. : see note !, p. 482) 
that the 1260 days, the 42 months, and the 
35 times “must alike be equivalent to 


1 See Dr. Maitland, Z c.; and the references 
in Dr. A. M‘Caul’s reply to the ‘ Morning 
Watch, 

2 On Dan. ix. 27, Irenæus writes: ‘‘ Dimi- 
dium hebdomadis ¢ves sunt anni et menses sex.” 
— Haer. v. 25, p. 323. 

3 Grotius comments thus on Dan, ix. 24: 
** Septuaginta Hebdomades.”| Annorum. Ita 
enim mos erat loquendi, et manet apud Thal- 
mudicos. Ideo ubi de dierum hebdomade agitur, 
solet adjici dierum nomen. Ezek. xlv. 21; 
infra Dan. x. 2, 3, in Hebrzo." 

4 Cf. Lev. xxvi 34, 35. It should be noted 
that “a sabbath of years" was a legal phrase ; 
see Lev. xxv. 4, 8, ‘‘seven sabbaths of years” 
(sheba shabbethoth shanim), or ‘seven, times 
seven years,” the fiftieth year being ‘‘a 
Jubilee.” 
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1260 years,” we are also to bear in mind 
that a year is taken to signify two different 
periods of time. When writers of this 
class thus speak of “years of years,” 
they really “mean ‘years’ (consisting 
of 360 mystical days) ‘of years’ (con 
sisting of 365 natural days).”—S. R. 
Maitland, Second Enquiry, p. 83. See 
Mr. Elliott’s calculation referred to on 
choxxut 

The arguments of those who uphold 
the **Year-day" theory, in answer to 
Dr. S. R. Maitland and the other 
writers who adopt the * Futurist” system 
of interpretation, or who take the num- 
bers of Scripture in their bare, literal 
sense,? do not apply to anything which 
has been stated here. 

III. * A Time, and Times, and half a 
Time" (Rev. xii. 14) :— 

This symbolical period is borrowed 
from Dan. vii. 25? (“a time and times 
and the dividing of time”), and Dan. 
xii. 7 (“a time, times, and an half”), In 
the former place, which occurs in the 
Chaldee portion of Daniel; the Chaldee 
word zddan (mw) is used; in the latter, 
which occurs in the Hebrew portion, the 
common Hebrew word moed (my): 
and in both places the LXX. has kapós, 
as in Rev. xii. 14. These * three and a 
half imes” are the half of the ‘seven 
times” of Dan. iv. 16 (LXX. ver. 20).* 


1 See, too, zz Joc., Elliott’s explanation of 
ch. ix. 15 (**the hour, and day, and month, and 
year”). Robert Fleming, however, has noted 
this: **In order," he observes ‘‘to understand 
the Prophetical years aright," we must reduce 
them to Julian years; and thus he makes 
the 3} Prophetical years = 1278 Julian years, 
speaking ‘‘ ore rotundo :;"—see above, p. 482, 
note !, and Note B on ch. xi. 2. 

? E.g. Mr. Edward Irving reckoned the 1260 
days from Jan. 14, 1832, to July 14, 1835. As 
a ‘* Preterist,” Mr. F. D. Maurice understood 
the 42 months literally: *'*We commonly 
reckon a period of about four years between the 
commencement of the Jewish rebellion, . . . 
and the termination of the war by Titus.”— 
Lectures on the Apoc., p. 190. _ ' 

3 Cf, Dan. vii. 12, **for a season and žime ;” 
—a phrase which it is rather too great literalism 
to identify with ‘‘ the “mes and seasons” of Dan. 
ii. 21,—see the note on Dan. vii. 12. 

* The Chaldee word ddan, found only in 
Daniel, is used for time either indefinitely (e.g. 
Dan. ii. 8, iii. 5, &c.), or to express a definite 
period of time, as in Dan. iv. 16 (Heb. iv. 13), 
“cand let seven times pass over him” (shibah 
iddanin, éwrà kupol, and so in vv. 23, 25, 32). 
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The majority of the older! as well as of 
the more recent interpreters take a “ time” 
to represent a year : the text itself, how- 
ever, does not fix any period years, 
months, weeks, days. "The Jews, in the 
age of Justin Martyr,? considered *a 
time” in Daniel to represent a century. 
Scaliger (A.D. 1540) has followed them ; 
and assumes that Scripture makes a 
fime to signify “annum magnum secu- 
larem:” and he makes the 34 times 
the period which elapsed between the 
rise of the Albigenses and the Reforma- 
tion, “car un temps ou jour en I Écriture 
signifie cent ans"? (quoted by S. R. 
Maitland, Second Enquiry, p. 34, from 
“ Scaligerana, prima,” p. 39). “ The sup- 
position,” notes Keil (on Dan. vii. 25), 
“that in Dan. iv. 16 the ‘seven mes’ 
represent ‘seven years,’ neither is, nor 
can be proved. As regards the “me 
and Zizes in Dan. xii. 7, and the periods 
named in Rev. xii. 14, it is very ques- 
tionable whether the weeks and the days 
represent the ordinary weeks of the 
year, and days of the week, and whether 
these periods of time are to be taken 
chronologically.” At all events, probable 
though it may be that the three anda 
half ¢/mes typify three and a half years, 
this result cannot be relied upon as a 
certainty by the interpreter of prophecy. 

IV. Bengels chronological system* 
affords an illustration of the arbitrary 
methods according to which commenta- 
tors have dealt with the Apocalyptic 
numbers :— 

Bengel first assumes that * the number 
(666) of the Beast," Rev. xiii. 18, deno- 
minates years.” These, for 666 is “the 


1 E.g. St. Augustine writes : * Tempus quippe, 
et tempora, et dimidium temporis, annum unum 
esse, et duos, et dimidium."— De Civ. De, xx. 23. 

2 Justin says to Trypho :—tyets &wvooüvres 
mócov xpóvov Siakaréxew péAAeu BAAO 1yeie, 
Toy yàp kupòv éExardy ern ébwyeia0e Aéyeo0oi — 
MD] Ce 32. 

3 On this Vitringa observes: ‘‘ Magno tamen 
mercarer, loca adscripta esse, que Scaliger 
respoxerit, ubi Azzos in Verbo Dei pro Sæcula- 
ribus sumi dixit."—p. 464. 

4 See his Zrhidrte Offenbarung, Einl. § 35- 
52; Burk’s Memoir of the Life, &c. of J. A. 
Bengel, Engl. transl., London, 1837. 

5 One of his.reasons is that the zenter form of 
the numeral in **the best Greek codices” (P, 
Andr., and some cursives read éfaxdo1a,—see 
the list of readings prefixed to ch. xiii.), and its 
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number of a man," are common years ; 
and this number of years he identifies 
with the 42 months of the Beast, Rev. 
xii. s.! Accordingly one prophetic month 
= I5$ common years ; and one prophetic 
day = (nearly) half a natural year. Again 
he compares 666 with the 1000 years of 
Rev. xx.; and infers the proportion 
3.222: 999333 years : 666886 years. 
The uzi£ in each of these denominations 
(or rrrj) he further assumes to be “a 
half time" (Rev. xii. 14) ; and, therefore, 
“a time” (katpós) 22223 common years ; 
and *a time, times, and half a time? 
= 777% years. “A short time" (Rev. 
xii. 12—dAlyos katpós) = 888$ years.? 
A Chronus (xpóvos) he makes to be five 
times = 11114 years; and a Non-Chronus 
(xpóvos ovkért, Rev. x. 6) a period greater 
than 999%, and less than riri] years. 
An Æon (see Rev. xiv. 6, “an eternal 
Gospel" — ebvaeyyéuov alóviov) = two 
Chroni, — 2222$ years: and so on.? 


masculine form in the Vulgate (sexcenti) direct 
us to the word years (rn, or anni) as the noun 
to be understood before 666. 

Bengel (s. 467) says that for some centuries 
before the Reformation the number 666 was 
taken to represent so many years :—in Cent. xv. 
by Antonius of Florence ;—in Cent. xiv. by 
Nicolas de Lyra ;—in Cent. xiii. (A.D. 1250) by 
Pope Innocent III. (ag. Baron.) who counted 
from the rise of Mohammed 666 years until A.D. 
1288. 

! Bengel also makes the42 months, and the 
1260 days of Rev. xi 2, 3, to be common 
months, and common days. In ch. xi. 9, the 
3% days are likewise common days; and so, 
too, in ch. ii. Io, the ‘‘ten days” are not 
** prophetical" but natural days. 

2 «The difficulty that ‘a short time’ (ch. 
xii. 12) should denote the long space of 8883 
years, is explained by considering that our 
computation is by half-times (viz. 1113). Now 
the ancients used to reckon no less than sevez to 
the completion of a time (kapós); hence four 
times (or 2223 X 4) might easily be denominated 
‘a short time,’ óAlyos kapós.” —see Burk, 4. c., 
p. 291. 

3 E.g. a prophetical Zour = 8 common days ; 
a day = half a common year + 14 days (nearly) 
= 196 common days; a mouth = 1533 years = 
IS years + 318 days or 5797} days; a year = 
196 common years + 117 days + 13 hours. 
Accordingly he makes the five months of Rev, ix. 
5 =79} common years ; the * our, and day, and 
month, and year” of ch. ix. 15 = (8 + 196) days 
+ (15 years + 318 days) + (196 years + 117 
days) = 211 years + 639 days = 2123 years. 
The 1260 days of ch. xiii. 5 he takes to be less 
than the 3! times of Rev. xii. 14, and considers 
them = 677 years. (The common year Bengel 
took to be, 365 days, 5h., 49m., 12s.). 
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The point of time which has deter- 
mined all his calculations, Bengel arrived 
at as follows :— The duration of the world 
from the Creation to the Last Judgment 
he assumes to be sevez Chroni, or 77775 
years, The Dionysian era begins from 
AM, 3942; and hence 7778—3942 
(= 3836) is the sum total of the New 
Testament times. Bengel also interprets 
Rev. xx. so as to understand zwo periods 
of 1000 years, or Zo Millenniums ; 
subtracting, therefore, 2000 from 3836, 
he obtained the year 1836 as the date 
from which the jirst Millennium begins, 
during which Satan is bound. 

'This entire scheme. may be judged by 
Bengel's own words :— Should the year 
1836 pass without bringing remarkable 
changes, there must be some great error 
in my system."—Burk, Z. c., p. 300. 


From what has been said in these 
latter sections it seems to follow of 
necessity that the Apocalypse must be 
understood throughout in a symbolical 
sense. “As all language abounds in 
metaphor and other materials of imagery, 
imagery itself may form the ground of 
a descriptive language. The forms of it 
may become intelligible terms ; and the 
combination of them may be equivalent 
to a narrative of description. .... In 
certain points the [Apocalypse] furnishes 
a key to its own sense, by a_posi- 
tive interpretation given... . [Its] pro- 
phecies therefore come before us as a 
fair document of prediction, as much as 
others expressed in the more obvious 
and direct language of civil and historic 
description, modified, as the prophetic 
style usually is, by a tropical character.” 
—Davison, On Prophecy, 3rd ed., p. 439. 

In the case of no part of Scripture 
however, has the maxim of St. Irenzeus 
(Contr. Har, iv. 26, p. 262), “ Every 
prophecy is an enigma before its ac- 
complishment, been more completely 
forgotten. The symbolical interpreta- 
tion of this Book has, from the earliest 


1 John Wesley has adopted Bengel’s nume- 
rical results. Writing on Rev. xii. I4 (see Note 
A on that verse) he says, ‘‘ The time, times, 
and an half are from 1058 to 1836” ; see his 
Notes on the New Tast. Halifax. 1869. 
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times, been carried to an extravagant 
excess, and to the most inconsistent con- 
clusions. The literature of the subject 
affords melancholy evidence of the fact. 
Examples, more than enough, have 
been given in the preceding discussion ; 
and in further illustration, it may suffice 
to add here the two following :—Stars 
signify, Doctores Ecclesie (Arethas on 
ch. vi. 13), He@retici (Beda, on ch. viii. 
10), Bishops (Stern, on ch. viii. 10), 
Jews (Böhmer on ch. vi. 13). The Earth 
(ch. x. 2) signifies, Asia (Bengel), 
Europe (Launoi), the righteous (Aretius), 
the Jews (Alcasar), the part of the earth 
which is Christian (Vitringa). In the 
course of the Commentary abundant in- 
stances will be given. 


$12. The Interpretation of the Apocalypse. 


It has been attempted, in the course of 
the following Commentary, to give some 
account of the different systems of inter- 
pretation which, from the earliest times, 
have been adopted by those who have. 
professed to explain the»mystery of the 
Apocalypse. The most usual method 
has been to seek in successive historical 
events—past, present, or future—the 
fulfilment of its predictions. ‘This prob- 
lem, which has attracted to itself genius 
of the highest order, and intellects of the 
most varied character, has, from the first, 
engaged the attention of theologians: and 
yet, is it presumptuous to maintain that, 
hitherto at least, the solution, on such 
principles, has been sought for in vain? 

Nor should the remark be omitted 
that there seems to be a general 
tendency among Commentators to re- 
gard the Predictive element of the 
Apocalypse as applicable to but one, 
and that a very limited field of history. 
We read, it is true, in the Evangelical 
prophet, that “the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea” (Isai xi 9; cf. 
Hab. ii 14); and we know that Christ 
Himself has taught, in that Discourse 
where He has traced out the lines which 
St. John was to follow in the Revelation, 
that the * Gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations; and then shall 
the End come” (Matt. xxiv. 14). And 
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yet, how has the great prophetical Book 
of the New ‘Testament been usually 
explained? Do not expositors, as a 
rule, in their application of the Apoca- 
lypse to the Christian Church, confine 
their attention to those parts of the 
world which have hitherto embraced 
Christianity? Nay, more, have they 
not confined their attention almost ex- 
clusively to Western Christendom, as 
being alone the object of the Seer’s pre- 
dictions? “ Futurists,” indeed,—at least 
some among them,—hold that the con- 
version of the world is not to be effected 
before Christ’s Second Advent, and is 
not to be looked for until then;4—but 
this, perhaps, is an opinion which is not 
generally maintained. At all events, it 
may be well that students of the Book 
of the Revelation should reflect upon 
this whole matter. 

In the exposition of the Book, and in 
the effort to trace the object and plan of 
the inspired writer, St. Augustine’s grand 
conception of the providential course of 
history—his ‘ Philosophy of History,’? so 
to speak,—has been accepted in the fol- 
lowing pages as conveying the funda- 
mental truth which underlies every state- 
ment of the Revelation. According to St. 
Augustine, the events which come to pass 
in this world are neither fortuitous nor 
isolated. Divine Providence directs, co- 
ordinates, and controls them all, causing 
everything to concur towards one and 
the same end—the triumph of purity and 
holiness, of truth and justice, as they 


were originally revealed to the Hebrew, 


people, and as Jesus Christ has con- 


1 Dr. De Burgh writes :—‘‘ Our idea has 
been that the design of this the Christian Dis- 
pensation is to convert the world and to spread 
Christianity over the earth: but facts and the 
history of Christianity have hitherto spoken a 
different language ; and neither, I am bold to 
say, does Scripture warrant the opinion..... 
In short, I would say that the conversion of the 
nations is the work of Christ’s Second Advent, 
and of the Dispensation which it introduces” 
(An Expos. of the Book of the Rev., 4th ed., 
p.280). See within on ch. xiv. 6. 

? St. Augustine it was who first suggested 
the idea of a ‘‘ Philosophy of History." Vico 
(born 1668) is usually said to have been the 
originator of this idea; and he has been fol- 
lowed by Hegel, and others :—but the science 
was really founded by the great Father of the 
Western Church. 
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firmed them, and announced them anew 
to the nations. Whoever hears the voice 
from on High, and follows it, belongs to 
the elect people—to * the City of God ;" 
beside which lies the city of the earth 
occupied with the interests of this lower 
sphere—a city proud, tyrannical, the 
persecutor of the saints, but which does 
not the less subserve, albeit by means of 
which it is unconscious, the establish- 
ment of the Divine Kingdom. Such 
was Babylon in the East ; such was Rome 
in the West: both Imperial Cities, and 
both ordained to diffuse God's revelation 
—the one the Old Testament, the other 
the New. The Empire of Rome was uni- 
versal, because such must be the King- 
dom of Christ: and as the Old Law was 
but the preparation for the New, so all 
events in the old world converged towards 
Rome and towards the Coming of Christ ; 
in the same manner as all events after 
that Coming have concurred to the final 
triumph and to the Universality of the 
Christian Faith.! 

If this central thought be kept in 
mind, many interpretations, seemingly 
opposed to each other, will be found to 
harmonize; it being assumed that the 
successive events which are taken to be 
the complete accomplishment of an Apo- 
calyptic prediction, are but illustrations 
merely — specimens, so to speak,— of 
God's dealings with the Church and with 
the world. Thus, to give one or two 
instances, we see in the Seven Churches 
of Asia (Rev. iii.) not only literal 
Churches existing in St. John's own day, 
but also examples of different conditions 
of the Church Catholic throughout all 
future time;—the * Locusts" and their 
king Apollyon under the fifth Trumpet 
(Rev. ix. 1-11) may apply very closely to 
Mohammed and his creed, while this same 
Vision may also foreshow different phases 
of hostility to the Christian Faith at dif- 
ferent epochs of history ;—the indications 
of Antichrist which are given im Rev. 





1 “Without the Apocalypse it would’ be im- 
possible for us to have a history of revelation, 
or of the Kingdom of God ; for it is only the 
Apocalypse in which we can distinctly see the 
goal to which the ways of the Eternal are tend- 
ing,—the end and purpose which He had in 
view in all His doings on earth from the begins 
ning."—Auberlen, 7. c., p. 395. 
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xi—xix. may not be fully realized before 
the Last Days; and yet, in what age of 
the world may we not see fulfilled the 
saying of St. John concerning the age in 
which he himself lived : “ Even now are 
there many Antichrists " (1 John ii. 18)? 

There are three principal systems of 
exposition, as they are commonly classi- 
fied, according to which the Apocalypse 
has, for the most part, been interpreted : 
—the Preterist; the Historical or Con- 
tinuous; the Futurist! It is obvious, 
however, on the most superficial exa- 
mination,—and this is what renders any 
strict classificationimpossible,—thatthere 
is scarcely a single writer belonging to 
any one of these three schools (except 
writers who are strictly Rationalists) who 
does not frequently accept several results 
of expositors belonging to either or to 
both of the two other schools. This 
classification, nevertheless, is sufficiently 
exact for the purpose of giving some 
notion of the numerous and discordant 
expositions which are put forward from 
time to time; and which by their arbi- 
trariness and mutual contradictions, have 
rendered the history of Apocalyptic exe- 
gesis the opprobrium of theology. 

In the subjoined classification those 
names only are introduced which seem 
best to illustrate the principles of the 
different schools: the names of other 
writers—e. g. of writers of such high 
authority as Bishop Wordsworth—will 
be found, in due course, as the following 
Commentary proceeds. 


(1) THE PRETERIST SYSTEM. 


According to this system the succes- 
sive statements of the Revelation apply 
chiefly to the history of the Jewish nation, 
down to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and to the history of Pagan Rome. 


1 Dr. S. Davidson (An Zztrod. to the N. T., 
Ist ed., vol. iii. p. 619) has needlessly added 
a fourth class of ‘‘extreme,” as distinguished 
from ‘‘simple” Futurists; who hold that the 
entire Book (including, ż. e., ch. ii. and ch. iii.) 
refers to the last times, Lücke (s. 1068) justly 
remarks that the second class, which Dr. David- 
son calls the *' Continuous," should more pro- 
perly be styled the ** Historical,” Lücke himself 
(s. 951) classifies the interpretations chrono- 
logically,—during (1) The old Catholic ; (2) the 
Medieval; (3) the post-Reformation periods. 
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(a) The earlier writers :—Among the 
earliest expositors of this class is to be 
named Lud. Alcasar (e Soc. Jesu), who 
prepared the way for the commentaries 
of Hugo Grotius (A.D. 1644) ;?. Bossuet ;3 
Wetstein ;—and more recently, of Moses 
Stuart; Mr. F. D. Maurice, &c. 

(b) Rationalistic writers :—It is a prin- 
ciple of Rationalism to deny the ex- 
istence of the predictive element in 
Prophecy. Owing to this assumption, 
Rationalists are necessarily “ Preterists.” 
The horizon of a Prophet's vision does 
not extend, they assert, beyond his 
own lifetime ; and, consequently, all that 
St. John has written must relate to events 
which occurred before his death. In 
carrying out this principle, Eichhorn 
follows Grotius; but he argues as if the 
Apocalypse were composed at the end 
of the reign of Nero* (see above $ 4, 


1 ** Vestigatio arcani sensus im Apocalypsi, 
Antv., 1614.” Regarding Rev. i—iii. as the 
Prologue which the Holy Spirit *'sacrae actioni 
preeposuit,” Alcasar takes (1) ch. v.-xi. to ex- 
press the conflict of the Church with the Syna- 
gogue; (2) ch. xii—xix. to express her conflict 
with Roman Paganism; (3) ch. xx.-xxii. to 
express her victory, and repose, and glorious 
rule. In his Preface to the works of Arethas 
this division had already been adopted by Hen- 
tenius (A.D. 1545) ; it is also that of Salmeron 
(Praludia in Apoc., ap. Comm. in Hist. Ev., 
t. xvi, p. 346, A.D. 1612) who compares the 
problem of expounding the Apoc. to that of 
“squaring the circle,"—**quod dici solet de 
circuli quadratura . . . scibilis est, sed nondum 
scita" (Ll c, p. 357). Alcasar mentions r1O 
works on the Apocalypse with which he was 
acquainted :—he was answered by David Parzeus 
(A.D. 1618). See Lücke, s. 1021. 

? Grotius writes: *' Pertinent hac visa ad res 
Judzeorum usque ad finem cap. xi.: inde ad res 
Romanorum usque ad finem cap. xx.: deinde 
ad statum florentissimum Ecclesie ad finem 
usque" (Comm. in cap. iv., p. 1174). H. Ham- 
mond (A.D. 1653) follows Grotius generally ; 
and Le Clerc (A.D. 1698) follows Hammond. 

3 ** P? Apocalypse avec une explication,” A.D. 
1690. Bossuet, with Grotius, places the com- 
position of the Book under Domitian ; and his 
chronological scheme extends from Domitian to 
the fall of the Western Empire in Cent. v. The 
close ofthe Millennium, or period of the Church's 
supremacy, is marked, Bossuet concludes, by the 
appearance of the Turks in Europe, and by the 
heresy of Luther. 

4 * Einleitung des N. T.,” B. ii, Sv 388; 
Eichhorn himself thinks that the Apocalypse 
was written under Vespasian; but he adopts 
the Neronic interpretation retrospectively. Eich- 
horn, writes Lücke (s. 1054), has carried to its 
full result, and thus refuted, the thought of 
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P. 433). According to Herder, Hartwig, 
Koppe,and others, the Apocalypse relates 
chiefly to the overthrow of the Jewish 
state;' according to Ewald, De Wette, 
Bleek, and others, it relates chiefly to 
Rome and the Pagan Emperors. Other 
Rationalists like Eichhorn make the 
Book apply both to the Jews and to 
Pagan Rome. To these names may be 
added those of Réville; Reuss ;? Renan ; 
and Mr. Desprez? in England. 


(2 THE HISTORICAL OR CONTINUOUS 
SYSTEM. 


The Historical school includes the 
great majority of Commentators. To it 
belong those who uphold the ** Year-day " 
theory; as well as those who interpret 
chronologically.* Writers of this school 
differ widely among themselves. They 
differ, e. g., as to the questions—(a) 
Whether the Apocalypse is strictly con- 
tinuous or consists of “synchronous” 
prophecies (Mede), Hengstenberg re- 
garding the Seals, Trumpets, and Vials 


Paræus, that the Apocalypse is to be under- 
stood as a Jewish drama. Hug, Heinrichs, and 
Davidson agree generally with Eichhorn. 

1 Züllig’s commentary (though really Futu- 
rist) belongs to this class :—he excludes all 
reference to Rome and heathenism ; and refers 
everything to Jerusalem and Judaism. 

2 Reuss thus clearly states the result and pur- 
pose of the rationalistic system : ** Deux ans à 
peine aprés la composition de notre apocalypse, 

. il survint des événements, lesquels, tout 
en rentrant, jusqu'à un certain point, dans le 
cercle des idées qui en faisaient le fond, lui 
donnérent cependant un éclatant démenti. Les 
trois ans et demi se passèrent, et Jérusalem, au 
lieu de devenir la demeure des croyants et des 
saints, ne fut plus qu'un monceau de ruines. 
Rome ne fut pas détruite par l'Antéchrist, mais 
resta la capitale d'un puissant empire . . . . le 
prophéte avait été trompé par l'ardeur de ses 
désirs ” (Zutrod., p. 37). 

3 The Apocalypse, by P. S. Desprez, B.D., 
1870. 

1 E. g. those who undertake to fix the Time 
of the End:—thus Nic. Cusanus (D2 Noviss. 
Diebus, Opp., Basil, A.D. 1565, p.#934) con- 
cluded that Antichrist would come between A.D. 
1700 and 1734. The Waldenses counted the 31 
“times” as 350 years from A.D. 1000. Bengel 
fixed on the year 1836 as the date of the Mil- 
lennium. The year 1866 (606+ 1260) is the 
favourite date. 

5 Mede's ** Synchronisms ”:—(1) The first is 
that of the 1260 days, the 42 months, and 
the 33 ‘‘times,” of the profaned Temple, of 
the Two Witnesses, of the Woman in the 
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as being complementary ;* (b) Whether 
the szx/& Seal refers to Constantine 
(Elliott?), or to the First French Revolu- 
tion (Faber). In this class we also 


Wilderness, and of the Ten-horned Beast (ch. 
xi 2498 x 09345 Ges 

(2) Of the two Beasts (ch. xiii. 1, 11) ; 

(3) Of the Mystic Babylon, with the Ten- 
horned Beast (ch. xvii. 3-5) ; 

(4) Of the 144,000 Sealed (ch. vii. 4; xiv. 1), 
with the Harlot and Beast (ch. xvii. 3) ; 

In the case of these four ‘‘omnia omnibus 
avyxpoviCover.” The remaining **Synchronisms 
may be summed up as follows :— 

(5) Of the measuring the Inner Court (ch. 
xi 1) with the war of the Dragon against 
Michael concerning the Woman (ch. xii.) ; 

(6) Of the Seven Vials (ch. xv.), with the ap- 
proaching fall of the Beast and of Babylon (ch. 
Xvi. IO, 19) ; 

(7) Of the Seventh Seal and the first six 
Trumpets, with the two Beasts of ch. xiii. ; 

(8) Of the measuring the Inner Court and 
the war of the Dragon against Michael, with 
the first six Seals (ch. vi.) ; 

(9) Of the Seven Vials (ch. xvi), with the 
sixth Trumpet (ch. ix. 13) ; 

(10) Of the Millennium, the binding of Satan, 
the reign of Christ, the New Jerusalem, and 
the triumph of the Palm-bearing multitude,— 
with the seventh "Trumpet after the fall of the 
Beast. 

? So also David Parzus (who wrote in reply 
to the ** Preterist" Alcasar, and who belongs to 
the class of Protestant and anti-papal expositors) 
considers the Seals and Trumpets as fulfilled, 
Zt a parallel sense, by the history of the Church 
until Pope Boniface III. (A.D. 606) and Moham- 
med. The Vials refer to Church-history until 
Luther; and thence to the end. 

1 * Hore Apocalyptice,” 4th ed., 1841. Mr. 
Elliott’s work is chiefly marked by its anti-papal 
character. Its historical interpretation ends with 
the pouring out of the szxZZ Vial (ch. xvi. 12) in 
1820, since which year the exhaustion of the 
Turkish power has proceeded rapidly. The re- 
maining predictions of the Book are placed 
among the secrets of the future ; but the struggle 
of the Papacy to regain its ascendancy after the 
shock received from Napoleon I. must issue in 
some great event about A.D. 1866, which will 
give the death-blow to the Papal Usurpation. 

3°“ Sacred Calendar of Prophecy,” 2nd ed., 
1844. Mr. Faber makes the Apocalypse to 
consist jointly of the ** Sealed Book” of ch. v., 
and the ** Little Book? of ch. x., which divide 
the whole into ¢hree parts :—(1) The first part 
of the ** Sealed Book" (ch. vi.—ix.), or from the 
birth of the King who is the “ Head of Gold” 
(Dan. ii, 38) in B.C. 657, to A.D. 1697; (2) The 
entire of the ‘‘ Little Book" (ch. x.-xiv.), the 
period of the 3} “times,” or 42 months, or 
1260 days, beginning A.D. 604 and ending A.D. 
1864,—‘‘including also that single additional 
year which constitutes the period of the seventh 
Vial, which coincides with Daniel's Time of 
the End” (vol. i, p. 272) ; (3) The second part 
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find the name of the Abbot Joachim 
(circ. 11801); of De Lyra (A.D. 1320) 5 
Wiclif; Bullinger; Brightman ;? Vitringa? 


of the ‘Sealed Book" (ch. xv.-xix.) which 
forms one prophecy of the events under the 
seventh Trumpet or third Woe. It extends 
from A.D. 1789 to- A.D. 1865, in which year the 
Millennium begins. The seventh Vial is con- 
tained in ch. xvi. 17-21, and in ch. xvii.—xix. (ex- 
cept the retrospective and descriptive parts of 
ch. xvii.). 

1 € Expositio magni prophete Abbatis Joachimi 
im Apocalypsin, Venet., 1527." Joachim as- 
sumed to be himself gifted with the prophetic 
spirit. His commentary on the Apoc. was the 
oracle of the enthusiastic anti-papal party 
among the Franciscans, and formed the text of 
its (so-called) ** New and everlasting Gospel” 
[Rev. xiv. 6]. For Joachim, as for Dante, the 
Papacy was anti-christian only in its worldli- 
ness :—in itself, and in its true ideal sense, it 
belongs to the eternal foundation of the Church 
(see Lücke, s. 1010). He divided the history of 
the Church down to his own time into siv 
periods, which are represented in the fist six 
Seals, Trumpets and Vials ;—what is announced 
in the Seal-Visions being repeated in the Visions 
of the. Trumpets and the Vials. He reckoned 
1260 years from the birth of Christ to the birth 
of Antichrist ; ‘‘all the time," he said, ‘‘after 
1200, I consider dangerous.”—Alberti Chron., 
sub anno 1188:—see Ch. Maitland, Z. c., p. 321. 
Cf. Gieseler, Kirch. Gesch., B. il, S. 357- 

2 Brightman (‘‘ Apocalypsis Apocalypseos, 
Francof, A.D. 1609”) wrote in answer to the 
* Futurist” Ribera, who regarded the whole 
of the Apocalypse as a commentary on Matt. 
xxiv. With Brightman the seventh Seal not 
only typifies (in ch. vii) all the ages after 
Diocletian (who fulfilled the szxth Seal), but 
also denotes, by the ‘‘silence” in ch. viii. 1, 
the peace under Constantine. "The Trumpets 
signify Arians, Vandals, Saracens, &c.,—the 
seventh being sounded when. England, Ireland, 
and Scotland embraced the Gospel in 1558. 
Constantine is the ** Man- Child ” (ch. xii.) of the 
Church ; and when the Dragon, who persecuted 
the Church under Constantius and Valens, failed 
to overwhelm her by the deluge of Barbarians, 
and subsequently of Saracens, he substituted 
as his Vicar the Beast of ch. xiii. I, —that is to 
say, the Pope who was ** smitten unto death” by 
the Goths, but healed by Justinian and Phocas 
'The second Beast (ch. xiii. 11) is also the Pope, 
exalted to still higher dignity by Pepin and 
Charles the Great. The **Two Witnesses” 
are the Scriptures slain by the Council of Trent, 
&c., &c. 

3 * Anakrisis Apokalypsios (sic), Amstel., 
1719.” According toVitringa, in the frsź division 
of the Apoc. (ch. i. 9—iii. 22) a prophetic view is 
given of the zw/erza/ condition of the Church 
until the end. In the second (ch. iv. I—xxii. 7), he 
sees her external condition ;—viz. (a) in the 
Seals, her history from Trajan until the end ; (b) 
in the Trumpets a prophecy concerning Rome, 
both Pagan and degenerate Christian; (c) in 
ch, xii,-xxii, the contents of the last two Trum- 
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(who wrote in replyto Bossuet); Sir Isaac 
Newton! (who agrees generally with 
Mede); Robert Fleming?; Gaussen P? 
&c. 

A general tendency to allegorize is 
another characteristic of this School. 


(3) THE FUTURIST SYSTEM. 


The “ Futurists ” apply the predictions 
of the Apocalypse to the events which 
are immediately to precede, or imme- 
diately to follow the Second Advent of 
Christ. The writers of this school 
usually (although they are not always 
consistent) interpret literally :—Israel is 
the literal Israel; the Temple is the 
literal Temple rebuilt at Jerusalem ; the 
34 “ times,” 42 months, 1260 days, are 
3% natural, literal years. It is clear that 
there can be no discussion as to the 
accuracy or inaccuracy of the results of 
this system of interpretation in any of 
its forms. The Future defies criticism. 

Ribera (e Soc. Jesu; 1592) seems to 


pets (ch. ix. 13 ; xi. 15) are developed,—viz. the 
rise of the Roman Antichrist; the struggle of 
the Church with him, and his downfall; the 
state of the Church in Europe after his fall; her 
triumph over Gog and Magog, who appear at 
the end of the Millennium ; &c. 

1 € The Prophecies of Holy Writ,” Works, 
1785, vol. v. 

2 € Discourses—the First containing a new 
account of the rise and fall of the Papacy, by 
Robert Fleming, V.D.M., London, 1701 ;?’—for 
an account of Fleming’s very remarkable inter- 
pretations, see Note B on ch. xi. 2. 

3 ** Daniel le Prophète,” 2nd ed., 1850. On 
Rev. xiii., and generally, Gaussen closely foilows 
Elliott ;—neither of them regarding the Dragon 
of ch. xii. as Satan, but as the heathen, Roman, 
World-power inspired by him. The Dragon, 
the Beast from the Sea, and the Beast from the 
Abyss, denote the Roman Empire in the ¢hree 
great epochs of its history—‘‘ autocrate, poly- 
crate, démocrate." During the close of the frst 
epoch the Empire became Christian ; the second 
began with the inroad of the Barbarians; the 
third began A.D. 1789. The sevez Crowns on 
the Dragons Heads (ch. xii. 3) signify that 
Rome is still a crowned City; the ez Crowns 
on the Horns of the Beast from the Sea (ch. 
xiii. I) represent the ten absolute Kings of **the 
Tribes of the migration”; the Beast from the 
Abyss (ch. xvii. 3, 8) has no Crowns, and this is 
democracy, with its Citizen-Kings, Louis Phi- 
lippe, Leopold of Belgium, Charles Albert of 
Piedmont, &c. The ‘‘False Prophet" (ch. 
xvi, 13) and the Harlot (ch. xvii.) exist con- 
temporaneously, and together represent the 
t Little Horn” of Dan, vii, 8,—or the Papacy. 
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have been the earliest Futurist! He 
has been followed by Lacunza? (e Soc. 
Jesu; born 1731); Tyso; S. R. Mait- 
land; De Burgh; Todd; W. Kelly. 


(4) THE SPIRITUAL SYSTEM. 


There is yet another principle of in- 
terpretation which adopts for its leading 
idea the great conception of St. Augus- 
tine, stated above, as to the “ Philosophy 
of History.” This system may be styled 
the “ Spiritual.” Among those who have 
more or less closely adhered to this prin- 


1 € In Apocalypsin Comm., Antv., 1603.” 
Mr. Elliott (vol. iv. p. 597) makes Ribera to 
be the first ** Futurist ” or ** nearly the first.” 

? Lacunza adopted the name of Ben-Ezra,— 
probably in accordance with his system which 
assumes the literal restoration, in the future, of 
Israel; or, as Mr. Elliott suggests (vol. iv. 
p. 536), owing to the prejudice then existing 
against the Jesuits. He wrote ** On the coming 
of Messiah in glory and majesty” (Ben-Zzra, 
Irving’s transl). His great theme was our 
Lord's **Pre-millennial Advent"; and the 
Woman of ch. xii. he takes to be the ancient 
Zion, which is to be restored literally in the last 
days. Commenting on Cant. v. 7, Lacunza 
considers that the clergy of the Church of 
Rome will hereafter become the priests of Anti- 
christ : ‘f Our priesthood it is, and nothing else, 
which is announced for the last times, under the 
metaphor of a Beast with two Horns like a 
lamb (ch. xiii. 11).”—Z. c., vol. i. p. 220. 

** Perhaps of all modern writers,” observes 
Mr. Chas. Maitland (** Apost. School of Proph.- 
Interpr.,” p. 392), *Lacunza has the most 
deeply influenced the study of Prophecy." . .. 
**'The Futurists, when they borrowed from La- 
cunza the great elements of their system, rejected 
that which had cost him dearest, —the admission 
that the Romish Church is Babylon. In prefer- 
ence to this they joined Bellarmine in the expect- 
ation that [the czzy ot] Rome will fall away from 
her present faith before the days of Antichrist."— 
l.c., p. 395. The words of Bellarmine (De Rom. 
Pont., iv. 4) are: ‘* Neque obstat, quod tempore 
Antichristi Roma desolanda, et cremanda vide- 
atur, ut deducitur ex cap. xvii. Apoc.,"—where 
he is merely arguing that the seat of the 
Papacy was not fixed by Divine command in 
Rome. 

3 Mr. Kelly, giving his assent generally to 
the results of the usual ** Historical" exposition, 
considers that there is a still more perfect inter- 
pretation. Regarding the words ‘‘ After these 
things” (ch. iv. 1) as the epoch of the close of 
the history and existence of the Church on earth 
—that is the epoch of “the rapture” of the Saints 
who constitute it—he concludes that all the 
Visions which follow represent the Great Day 
of the Lord at the end of the present Dispensa- 
tion, 
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ciple may be named I. C. K. Hofmann}; 
Hengstenberg?; Ebrard; Auberlen ;— 
whose conclusions, often arbitrary, and 
constantly tending to the same goal as 
the conclusions of the * Futurists," will 
be noted in the following pages. The 
majority of such writers consider that to 
predict the future conversion of Israel, 
and the return of God's ancient people to 
their own land, was the chief object of St. 
John. But whatever may be thought of 
this application of the Apocalypse, all, 
who in any sense adopt the * Spiritual" 
system of interpretation, must agree in 
accepting the definition of it with which 
Ebrard brings his commentary to a 
close :—‘‘ The Book of the Revelation 
does not contain presages of contingent, 
isolated, events; but it contains warning 
and consolatory prophecies concerning 
the great leading forces which make 
their appearance in the conflict between 
Christ and the enemy. So full are its con- 
tents, that every age may learn therefrom, 
more and more, against what disguises 
of the Serpent one has to guard oneself ; 
and also how the afflicted Church at all 
times receives its measure of courage 
and of consolation” (s. 634). 

The ‘‘Spiritual” system of interpreta- 
tion receives support from the review of 
Apocalyptic symbolism which has occu- 
pied sections 9-11 of this Introduction. 
It appears from that review how natu- 
rally the imagery of the Book describes, 
in accordance with the whole spirit of 
Prophecy, the various conditions of the 
Kingdom of God on earth, during its 
successive struggles against the Prince 
of this world. ‘The figurative utterances 
of the Seer are specially suited for this 
purpose, owing to the latitude of appli- 
cation which all symbolism allows; and 
this, without distorting the sense or offer- 
ing violence to the language, of ‘a single 
passage. Reuss indeed objects (2 «, 
p. 41) that this. system does not really 
differ from the “ Historical,” inasmuch 
as it merely substitutes the religious his- 
tory of the Kingdom of God, for the 
political history of the Church :—but this 


1 € Weissagung und Erfillung,” 1841. 

? And yet Hengstenberg interprets generally 
on the ‘‘ Historical” and allegorical system ; 
regarding the Apocalypse down to ch, xix, as 
already fulfilled, 
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objection is manifestly unsound. As 
already pointed out, the ‘ Spiritual” ap- 
plication is never exhausted, but merely 
receives additional illustrations as time 
rolls on; while the “ Historical” system 
assumes that single events, as they come 
to pass in succession, exhibit the full 
accomplishment of the different predic- 
tions of the Apocalypse. If anywhere, 
Lord Bacon’s estimate of the fulfilment 
of a prediction is verified here :—‘ In 
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hac re admittenda est illa latitudo que 
Divinis vaticiniis propria est et familiaris, 
ut adimpletiones eorum fiant et con- 
tinenter et punctualiter: . , . . atque 
licet plenitudo et fastigium complementi 
eorum, plerumque alicui certze aetati vel 
etiam certo momento destinetur; atta- 
men habent interim gradus nonnullos et 
scalas complementi, per diversas mundi 
eetates..—_De Augmentis Scient., lib. ii. 
QM 
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ANALYSIS OF THE CONTENTS. 





THE contents of the Apocalypse have been variously arranged ; indeed any arrange- 
ment must be more or less arbitrary. 

As a marked characteristic of the Book the numeration according to Sevens 
prevails throughout; as well as the division of Seven into groups of four and three, 
or three and four :—see, for example, the Visions of the Seals, Trumpets, and Vials. 
The following classification, therefore, of the Visions will be found convenient, and 
is adopted in the present Commentary. 

The most usual, as it is the most obvious, division of the Apocalypse is into three 
principal sections :— 

I. THE Pnorocuk (ch. i.-iii.), setting forth (a) the Vision of Christ ; including the 
Commission given to the Apostle John (ch. i, 1, 11, 19), an intimation of the historical 
personality of the Seer, as well as the place and occasion of his receiving the Revela- 
tion (vv. 9-11) ;j—(/) the enumeration of the Seven Churches (ch. i, 11; ch. ii; ch. 
iii) which symbolize the Church Universal (ch. iii. 22) for whose sake the pro- 
phetical utterances are intended ;—(c) the Seven Epistles (ch. ii. ; ch. iii.) ; 

IL. THE REVELATION PROPER (ch. iv. 1—ch. xxii. 5) ; 

III. THe EPrLOGUE (ch. xxii. 6-21) which gradually passes from visionary repre- 
sentation ; and, referring back in ver. 8 to the Prologue, closes with a Divine attesta- 
tion, and with threats mingled with promises. 

THE REVELATION PROPER may be divided into Seven chief Visions :— 

i The Prelude (ch. iv. ; ch. v.) which introduces the Divine Judgments, These 
chapters contain two scenes:—the Appearance in heaven of the throne of God 
(ch. iv.) ; and the Appearance of the Lamb Who takes the Sealed Book “out of the 
right hand of Him that sat on the throne” (ch. v.) ; 

ii. The Vision of the Seven Seals (ch. vi. 1—ch. viii. 1) ; including an interlude 
between the stx¢h and seventh Seals which consists of zwo scenes :—that of the Sealing 
of the Elect (ch. vii. 1-8), and that of the “ Great Multitude which no man could 
number" (ch. vii. 9-17) ; 

iii The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (ch. viii. 2—ch. xi. 19) ; including as before 
an interlude between the szx/Z and seventh Trumpets which again consists of zwo 
scenes :—that of the “Little Book” (ch. x. 1-11), and that of the “ Two Witnesses " 
(ch. xi. 1-14) ; 

iv. The Vision of the Woman, and her three enemies (ch. xii. 1—ch. xiii. 18)— 
the Dragon (ch. xii. 3-17); the Beast from the sea (ch. xii. 18—ch. xiii. 10) ; the 
Beast from the earth or “ False Prophet” (ch. xiii. 11-18); 

v. The group of Visions in ch. xiv.:—(2) The Vision of the Lamb with His 
Company on Mount Zion (vv. 1-5) ; (4) the Vision of the ¢#ree Angels proclaiming 
judgments (vv. 6—11); (z) the Episode (vv. 12, 13); (7) the Vision of the Harvest 
ind the Vintage (vv. 14—20); "d 

vi The Vision of the Seven Vials (ch. xv. 1—ch. xvi 21); again including an 
interlude between the sixth and seventh Vials which now consists of ome scene— 
that of the three unclean spirits gathering the Kings of the earth “into the place 
which is called Har-Magedon " (ch. xvi. 13-16); . 

vii. The Vision of the final Triumph (ch. xvii r—ch. xxii. 5) ; presenting four 
Scenes: (a) The history and fall of Babylon (ch. xvii. 1—ch. xix. 10)—the hostile 
World-power; (2) The overthrow of Satan (ch. xix. r1—ch, xx. ro)—the hostile 
Spiritual power; (c) The Universal Judgment (ch. xx. 11-15); (7) The glories of 
the New Jerusalem (ch. xxi. 1—ch. xxii. 5). 


THE “Gavel A TEOR 


OFNST JOAN THE DIVINE: 





CHART tivare 


4 Yohn writeth his revelation to the seven 
churches of Asia, signified by the seven 
golden candlesticks. 7 The coming of Christ. 
14 His glorious power and majesty. 


od pedis Revelation of Jesus Christ, ` 

which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants things which 
must shortly come to pass; and he 
sent and signified ¢ by his angel unto 
his servant John : 





(With few exceptions, those variations only from the Textus Receptus which affect the 
translation will be noticed. On the text generally see the Introduction, § 8.) 


[Ver. 2 om. re. Ver. 4 om. rod [which Erasmus inserted contrary to his codex, known as 
“1” —Breads Oeo0]. Ver.5 om. éx.—dyamóvri.—A carri [so S, A, C, 1;—B, P readAo?cavri, and 
so Erasmus, who has altered the reading of 1, after the Vulgate, lavit ].—éx rv. Ver. 6 Baotheiav, 
iepeis.—[ A, P om. rv alóvev,—which is read by N, C, B, 1, as in the eleven other places in this 
Book]. Ver. 8 om. dpyi) kai réXos.—Aéyet kúpios ó eds. Ver. 9 om. Ist kai.—om. ev rh before 
Bac.—év "Incod (after oómop.).—om. Xpiotod twice.—om. and dud. Ver. 11 om. éyo elpt TÒ A 
al Tò Q,6 mpOros kal ó £a xaros* Kal.—énta exkd.—om. rais ev’Acia (which Er. supplied after 
the Vulg.que sunt in Asia). Ver. 13 om. émrd. Ver.14 as épiov. Ver. 15 [ A, C read rerupw- 
pérns,—® reads mervpopévo,—B,P,1read memvpepévoi]. Ver. 17 &Ónkev.—om. por. Ver. 18 om. 
dphv.—rod Üav. kai r. ddov. Ver. 19 ypdwov oüv. Ver. 20 om. às cides.) 


THE TITLE. 


The Revelation of John] So the 
uncial manuscripts N, C, and A in its sub- 
scription. P reads “ The Revelation of the 
Apostle and Evangelist John ;"— B reads “The 
Revelation of John the Divine and Evan- 
gelist ;"—Erasmus, “ The Revelation of Saint 
john the Divine;"—'The Textus Receptus, 
“ The Revelation of John the Divine.” The 
title “the Divine" (ó Oeoddyos) was first 
applied to St. John by Eusebius (Prep. Ev. 
xi. 18); and Eusebius (H. E. iii. 24) explains 
that St. John, omitting the Genealogy of 
Christ after the flesh, began his Gospel with 
the doctrine of the Lord's Divinity,—the 
Geodoyia. ‘The memory of the Apostle, it is 
said, is still preserved in the name, Ayasalouk, 
of a village near Ephesus, corrupted from 
Gytos Oeoddyos (Agio-solouk),—see Forbiger, 
Handb. der Alt, Geogr., ii. 188. Philo gives 
the title GeuAcyos to Moses (Vita, iii. 11), and 
so does Methodius (A.D. 290), De Resurrect. 
li. 6. Eusebius also applies the title to the 





Prophets, Demonstr. Ev., ii. 9. In the Ap- 
pendix to Mr. J. T. Wood's “ Discoveries at 
Ephesus " (London, 1877), in the transcript of 
“Inscriptions from the Great Theatre,” we 
read, at p. 23, as titles of the highest order of 
the priests of Artemis, the words rots @eo- 
Adyous kai buy@dois. Professor Plumptre (The 
Epp. to tbe Seven Churches, p. 1) considers that 
this may have been the first embodiment of the 
thought conveyed by the word “Theologus,” 


i CHAPs. I-III. 


I. THE PROLOGUE. 


'The First of the three 


great Divisions of 
the Book. E 


THE INSCRIPTION (1-3). 


This Inscription, setting forth the title and 
prophetic character of the Apocalypse, com- 
mends it to the study of the Church. It is 
pre-eminently a Book of Prophecy, see ver. 
ar Ghosxudss 18. 


1. The Revelation] The religious sense of 


v. I.] 


the word Apocalypse—in English * kevela- 
tion "—is unknown to Classical writers; nor 
does it occur in the Septuagint in the sense of 
a Divine communication,—e.g. r Sam. xx. 30; 
Ecclus. xi. 27: see Lee on Inspiration, 4th 
ed. p. 4. With the genitive of the object 
(Rom. xvi. 25), and with the genitive of the 
subject (2 Cor. xii. 1; Gal. i. 12), it denotes 
the act of revealing a Divine mystery (Eph. 
lii 3). Ithasalso come to signify that which 
is itself revealed (1 Cor. xiv. 26). *Revela- 
tion" on the part of God is the foundation 
of all true prophecy ; on the side of man, a 
spiritual intuition or vision is to be presup- 
posed (cf. ómracía, 2 Cor. xii r; dpapa, 
Matt. xvii. 9; ópaows, Acts ii. 17; dca cider, 
“all that he saw,” Rev.i. 2 ; ó BAézeis, ^ What 
thou seest,” Rev. i. 11). Here it cannot be 
taken objectively—* the Revelation concern- 
ing Jesus Christ;" but it is used, in the former 
sense, subjectively,—for it is the distinctive 
office of Christ to reveal the mystery of God 
(Matt. xi. 27; Johni.r8). Thus, it is Christ 
who addresses the Seven Churches (ch. ii.- 
iii.) ; who opens the Sealed Book (ch. v. 7, 9); 
&c. Hence it is added— 


which God gave him] In harmony with 
the doctrine of St. John as to the relation 
of the Son to the Father, John v. 20; vii. 
I6 ; xii. 49; xlv. I0 ; xvii. 7, 8. 

According to the * Futurist" scheme (see 
Introd. § 12), the “ Apocalypse” signifies not 
the revelation dy or concerning Jesus Christ; 
but the * Revelation," or Second Advent, or 
future Manifestation of Jesus Christ Him- 
self (1 Cor. i 7). Not very differently the 
rationalistic * Preterists;"—but in illustra- 
tion of the rationalistic interpretation of 
the Apocalypse, see note A at the end of this 
chapter. 


to shew] I.e., “that he might shew,” a con- 
struction common to the Apocalypse and the 
Fourth Gospel: e.g. ch. iii. 21; vii. 2; xii. 
14, &c.; John i. 12; vi. 52, &c. (for the constr. 
with tva, cf. ch. ii, zr; viii 3; ix. 5, &c.; 
John xii. 34; xiv. 16; xvii 4; 1 John v. 
20, &c.). Others explain “so as to shew,"— 
an infinitive epexegetical of “gave” ;—cf. ch. 
v. 5,7. Not merely “to make known,” as 
in Matt. xvi. 21; but with clear reference to 
“shewing” in Vision, cf. ch. iv. 13 xvii. 
DCC: 

unto bis servants,| Te., Christ's servants; 
so also “his Angel,” “his servant John” (cf. 
ch. ii. 20); not merely prophets, but the 
Church, in general,—see ch. xxii. 6, 9. 


[even] the things which must] Because 
so ordained by God (ôeî not pédXer, ver. 19). 
This idea is essentially presupposed in all 
prophecy, see ch. iv. 1; xvii. 10; xx. 3; and 
cf. Matt. xvii. 10; xxiv. 6. For this sense 
compare ver. 2. Or translate and punctuate: 


New Zesf.-—V or. IV. 


REVELATION. I. 


“gave unto Him, to shew unto His ser- 
vants the things, &o." 

shortly come to pass:] “Before long,” i.e, 
as time is computed by God; not that the 
events are close at hand. "What prophets 
behold are, as they are called here, *the 
things which must shortly come to pass ;” 
for in the invisible world which is dis- 
closed to the Seer all is action, in motion, 
about to approach :—“ The vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and notlie: though it tarry, wait for 
it; because it will surely come, it will not 
tarry” (Hab. ii. 3). This is the usual pro- 
phetic style, see Ezek. xii. 21-25; 2 Pet. iii. 
4,8. The key to passages such as this and ch. 
xxii. 6, 7, as wellas Rom. xvi. 20, is supplied 
by the “speedily” (èv ráxev) of Luke xviii. 
7,8, where long delay is implied. So Bengel: 
“Totus liber tanquam unum verbum uno 
momento pronunciatione debet accipi"; see 
De Wette, Ebrard, Alford. Duration is to be 
computed in the Apocalypse, either re/a- 
tively to the divine apprehension, as here 
and in ch. xxii. 10 (cf. ver. 5; ill, 11 ; xxii. 7, 
12, 20); or absolutely in itself as long or 
short; see on ch. viii. 1; xx. 2. (On év 
ráye here, cf. eiüéos Matt. xxiv. 29). Haupt 
(The First Ep. of St. John, Engl. tr., p. 111) 
observes on John ii. 18 that Scripture “has 
for the process of the times a standard of 
measurement different from ours.” Expres- 
sions like the present *can be understood 
only when we interpret them according to 
the canon of 2 Pet. iii. 8, *one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.’ But that tells us no other 
than this, that in the Divine estimation 
one day may wrap up in itself a thousand 
human years, and the converse... Thus 
there may be, to speak with the Apocalypse, 
silence for half an hour (ch. viii. 1), or, 
according to human measurement, for half 
an eternity." 

Otherwise :—it is said, (1) that the events 
are close at hand, see ver. 3 (D üsterdieck) ; 
and so in a different sense, Burger, who 
compares Acts xxv. 4, and thinks that, since 
the Day of Pentecost, we stand in the 
“Last Days" (Acts ii. 17; 1 John ii. 18); 
but, he adds, this Book takes no account of 
time ;—(2) that they must soon begin to come 
to pass. So Hengstenberg, who argues that 
already in St. John's time the axe was laid 
to the root of the Roman Empire;—(3) 
that “the certainty” of the future is meant 
(Eichhorn);—(4) that the events which 
precede the Second Advent are to take place 
swiftly, in a short space of time (Todd), 
—a meaning which the Greek cannot well 
bear. 

and be sent and signified [them]] T.e., 
*the things which must come to pass shortly." 


II 


497 


498 


2 Who bare record of the word of 
God, and of the testimony of Jesus 


REVELATION, I. 


[v. 2; 


Christ, and of all things that he 


Saw. 


A ear Wi net, Socal esc © ee M 


The A.V., by supplying “iz,” understands “ the 
Revelation.” Observe, “ He,” “the Sender,” 
the subject of the verb, is Christ,—as is 
proved by the changed construction, and by 
ch. xxii 16. Perhaps the verb “ signified” 
may be taken absolutely. Except in Acts xi. 28 
(cf. Acts xxv. 27), this prophetic use of the verb 
(onpaive) is peculiar to St. John ; see John xii. 
33; xviii 32; xxi 19. ‘The term denotes 
the figurative and symbolical character of 
what follows :—see on ch. xii. 1. 


by bis angel,| Lit. “through his angel;" 
cf. Ex. iv. 13. Hence, and from ch. xxii. 6, 
16, the office of unveiling the different scenes 
of the Apocalypse seems to have been as- 
signed to a particular Angel; cf. Dan. viii. 
Toe ix 2L; Zech. 1. 9, 133 H. 3; even when 
the speaker is not defined, as in ch. xix. 9, 
the words which follow clearly point to the 
Angel who speaks in ch. xxii. 8, 9. When 
St. John describes at some length what he 
had previously seen in spirit, the Angel, as 
in ch, iv. 1, accompanies him, and explains 
the mystery of what has been revealed. ‘The 
description is thus rendered highly dramatic, 
when the voice of the Angelus interpres is un- 
expectedly interposed, as in ch. x. 4, 8, 11; xiv. 
13; xix. 9; xxi. 5 (where note the change of 
verbs and tenses) Others take the word 
Angel generically, as implying different angels 
who act as spokesmen throughout, The first 
express mention of an Angel imparting a 
Vision is in ch. xvii. 1. Cf. ch. xvii. 7; xxi. 9. 


unto his servant Jobn ;| The title “ servant " 
designates the prophetic office: Isai. xlix. 5; 
Amos iii. 7; cf Rev. xix. 10; xxii. 9g. The 
proper name “John” (cf. verses 4, 9 ; xxii. 8), 
after the prophetic manner,—for there is no 
anonymous prophecy in Scripture,—accredits 
the writer, see Dan. viii. 1; ix. 2: “ History 
had its security in the joint knowledge of con- 
temporaries; but in prophecy, personality is 
of the greatest moment" (Hengst). For 
proof that the “John” here mentioned is the 
Apostle and Evangelist, see Introd. § 1. 

On this verse seems to be founded the 
modern term *Apokalyptik, denoting a class 
of writings in which the Divine impartation 
of mysteries is more prominent than the 
human activity of the person chosen to com- 
municate them; e.g.,in the Old Test., the 
Book of Daniel :— see Introd. § 9. 


2. who bare witness] Ebrard (Krit. 
d. Ev. Gescb., s. 858) insisting upon the aorists 
in this passage, especially on * Ze saw” at the 
end of the verse, refers these words to the 
fourth Gospel, of which, he considers, they 
establish the earlier date. In illustration, he 


takes Rev. xxii. 17 to be an allusion to the 
previous statement of John vii. 37. The ex- 
pressions “ the word of God,” and “he saw,” 
he also refers to 1 John i. 1r; the author of 
the Apocalypse thus announcing himself as 
also the author of the Gospel and the First 
Epistle. So, too, Grotius, Wolf, Eichhorn, 
&c. The majority of commentators, how- 
ever, understand here “the epistolary aorist,"— 
cf. Rom. xvi. 22; Philem. 19; Thucyd. i. 1; 
the present Book alone being meant. ‘The 
verb is characteristic‘of St. John; e.g. John 
i7; iii, 113 v.31; xxi. 24; 1 Johni. 2; &c. 

This idea (of paprvpía), writes Haupt 
(Lc, p. 296), “appears at the beginning, 
and recurs at the end of all the three greater 
documents which we have received from 
St. John." He begins * with the vindication 
of his trustworthiness. It is a matter of 
indifference whether the verb here refers to 
the Apocalypse which he is beginning, or to 
the earlier written Gospel. ‘The drift of the 
Apostle is to introduce a guarantee of his 
veracity by the statement that he was an 
eye-witness (dca eidev.)” 

of the word of God,| The greater num- 
ber of writers explain, not the Personal 
Word (cf. ch. xix. 13), but, in common with 
the rest of the verse, the prophetic contents © 
of this Book (cf. Ezek. i. 2, LX X.), which 
from first to last proceeds from God; see 
ch. xxii. 6 (where, however, we have the 
plural—-" words”). 


and of the testimony of Jesus Christ,] T.e., 
subjectively, the witness borne by Jesus who 
(ver. 5; ch. iii. 14) is “the faithful witness,” and 
who attests the contents of the Book in ch. 
xxii. 20. The phrase may also be taken as 
parallel to “the word of God;" and thus, 
objectively, also expresses the witness * con- 
cerning” Jesus, combining both senses as in 
ch. xix. ro. Some (e. g. Cocceius) who take 
*the word of God" to mean the Fourth 
Gospel, refer these words to St. John’s 
Epistles. 


[even] of all things that be saw.] (Omit 
“and,” —see vv. ll). These words are in 
apposition to the previous clauses. The verb 
here, so constantly used in this Book for the 
“seeing” a Vision, denotes that immediate 
intuition whereby the prophet is said “to see” 
what God communicates, e.g. Isai. i. 1; Ezek. 
xxxvii. 8; Mic. i. 13 Hab. i. r:—on the title 
“Seer,” 1 Sam. ix. 9, see Lee On Inspiration, 
App. K. This use of the word proves that 
the “perspective” character of prophecy, 
according to' which events distant in time 
are presented in juxtaposition to the eye of 


v. 3—4] 


3 Blessed is he that readeth, and 
they that hear the words of this pro- 
phecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time 7s 
at hand. 


REVELATION. I. 


which are in Asia: Grace be 
you, 


4. Hon to the seven churches 


unto and peace, from him 


which is, and which was, and ¢Ex.3.14 


which is to come; and from the 





the Seer, belongs to the Apocalypse. Thus 
what is *signified" to St. John had been 
“seen” by him,— seen in “ Vision,” ch. ix. 17; 
or at times, is also “heard,” cf. ver. 12; ch, 
xxii. 8; see also 1 John i. r. Vitringa refers 
the previous part of this verse to the Fourth 
Gospel; and these words to the Apocalypse 
itself, “seen” in ecstatic vision. The true read- 
ing, however, which omits “ and,” excludes this 
sense, The sense accordingly is,—God has 
given the Revelation to His Son “to shew unto 
His servants” ; the Son, through His Angel, by 
images and Visions, has “ signified” it to St. 
John ; and St. John here bears record to that 
“word of God, and that testimony of Jesus 
Christ,” as all has been seen by him, 


3. be that readeth, and they that bear] I.e., 
the public reader in the Church (Luke iv. 
16; 2 Cor. ili, 14), and those present who 
hear what is read. Hence, the one parti- 
ciple is singular, and the others plural. See the 
use of this fact for settling the date of the 
Book, Introd. § 4, p. 33. 


the words of the prophecy,| I. e., of this 
Book ;—see ch, xxii. 7, 18. 


and keep the things which are written 
therein:] See Luke xi. 28. 


Jor tbe time] ‘The season (kapós) deter- 
mined on, as ch. xi. 18; xxii. 10; the word 
is used differently in ch. xii. 12, 14. For the 
noun expressive of mere duration (xpóvos), 
Scesch oL aL iV Ls x.165. xx, 63... Both 
are combined, Acts i. 7; 1 Thess. v. r. The 
term here employed denotes “the critical 
epoch-making periods, fore-ordained of God, 
Acts xvii. 26."—'rench, Synon. of tbe N.T., 
p. 199. 

is at hand.| See on ver. 1 and ch. vi. 10; cf. 
Rom. xiii, 11; James v. 9; 1 Pet. iv. 7, 17. 
At every moment the end draws nearer, but 
every moment it is near: the Lord Himself 
points the moral, Matt. xxiv. 48-51. “The 
Apocalypse," writes Auberlen, *on the one 
hand points to the coming of Christ as 
distant, for it shows the succession of the 
Seven Seals, Trumpets, and Vials; on the 
other hand it proclaims with uplifted finger, 
“Yea, I come quickly, xxii. 20, In this it 
but follows the example of the Saviour Him- 
self; Matt. xxv. 6, 13, 19; Mark xiii. 32-37."— 
Daniel and tbe Rev. (Engl. tr., p. 79). In the 
warnings to Pergamum and Sardis (ch. ii. 16; 
iii. 3) the language associated with the Second 
Advent is transferred to some nearer and 


more immediate judgment.—see Luke xii. 
36-40; 1 Thess, v. 2. Cf, Plumptre, Vic 
p. 162. 

Duration is thus treated in the Apocalypse 
as relative to the Divine apprehension,—cf. 
on ver. r; ch. viii. 1; xx. 2. On the other 
hand, according to the theory prevalent 
among rationalistic writers, the Apocalypse 
was written between June A.D. 68, and Jan. 
A.D. 69 (see Introd. § 4), under the influence 
of the horror and revengeful feelings excited 
by the cruelties of Nero. The hour of ven- 
geance could not, the Christians believed, be 
long deferred (* Ce mot de l'Apocalypse ‘le 
temps est proche,’ qui se retrouve dans les 
trois premiers Evangiles, est puisé au cceur 
méme des sollicitudes chrétiennes de cette 
époque."—Aubé, Hist. des Persécutions, p. 132). 
And writers of this school agree in holding 
that the authors of the New ‘Testament 
all laboured under the common delusion that 
the power of Antichrist was to continue for 
the literal period of three and a half years 
(ch. xii. 14; xiii. 5), when the Lord was 
to return and overthrow the power of Pagan 
Rome, 


THE ADDRESS (4-8). 


The Apocalypse is addressed to the Seven 
Churches, named in ver. 11, which, in their 
mystic unity, represent the Church Uni- 
versal,—see ch. ii. 7, II, 29, etc. The 
fundamental thought is expressed in vv. 7, 8. 

4. John] No title is assumed, as none was 
needed to designate the writer to those whom 
headdressed. Who else but John the Apostle 
would have thus named himself? See on 
verii 

to the seven churches| (On the sacred cove- 
nant-number Seven, see Introd. $ 11). We 
have here a greeting after the manner of 
St. Paul, who, however, designates himself 
with scrupulous care;—e.g. Rom. i.1-7. Not 
all the churches in * Asia" are meant, for 
there were, among other churches, Colossz 
to which St. Paul addressed an Epistle,——and 
Miletus where he preached (Acts xx. 17),— 
and Hierapolis (Col. iv. 13) of which Papias 
wasshortly afterwards Bishop,—and Magnesia 
to which the martyr Ignatius wrote some 
few years later; but the “Seven” only which, 
without at all suppressing their historical 
character, were chosen to symbolize the whole 
Church of God (see on ch. ii. 7), and to supply 
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seven Spirits which are before his 
throne ; 


[v. 5. 


..5 And from Jesus Christ, who is ?xCor- 
the faithful witness, and the ^first Col r. 








themes for warning, for encouragement, for 
consolation, for promise ;—Churches, too, 
which, as we may well suppose, stood in a 
special relation to the Apostle John. As 
Tertullian remarks: “ If we trace the series of 
Bishops in these Churches (* Johannis alum- 
nas ecclesias?) totheir origin, we shall arrive at 
John as their founder " (adv. Marcion., iv. 5). 
This relation is further proved by the intimate 
knowledge of the Apostle as to the circum- 
stances of each church, and especially of 
Ephesus, ver. 11; ch. ii. 1. 


which are in Asia:| Here, and through- 
out the N.T., by ‘Asia’ is meant, not one of the 
three continents of the old world, nor yet 
the region which geographers, about thefourth 
century of our era, beganto call * Asia Minor,’ 
—but a district scarcely one-third of this, the 
bequest of Attalus IIL, king of Pergamum 
(B.C. 133), to the Romans :—cf. Hor., 2 Carm. 
xviii. 5. Its capital was Ephesus, in which 
city St. John resided, wrote his Gospel, and 
died :—see note B. at the end of this chapter. 
Compare St. Paul's mention of the “ churches 
of Asia," 1 Cor. xvi. 19. 


Grace to you and peace,| Cf. the form of 
salutation in St. Peter’s two Epistles, and in 
those of St. Paul,—exceptin 1 Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim. 
i. 2, where, as in 2 John 3, “mercy” is added 
(cf. Gal. vi. 16). We are thus (by this “most 
frequently recurring Apostolic salutation : 
Grace and Peace,’) reminded, notes Arch- 
bishop Trench (Epistles to the Seven Churches, 
p.5) that the whole Book is an Epistle ad- 
dressed to the Universal Church; not merely 
a Book containing the Seven briefer Epistles 
of ch. ii., and ch. iii. 

from bim which is] We have here the 
first of the many departures from ordinary 
grammatical construction with which the 
Apocalypse abounds. At all costs,—so St. John 
seems to have felt,—the title of the immutable 
God, Jehovah, the self-existing One, “the 
same yesterday and to-day, and for ever” 
(Heb. xiii. 8; Jamesi. 17; Mal. iii. 6), must 
be retained in the dignity and emphasis of the 
nominative case:—cf. “I AM hath sent me 
unto you" (Ex. iii. 14). On such construc- 
tions (årò ó dv) see Introd. $ 7 (omit rod, 
as in vv. l). Note the threefold “from,” 
of which we have here the first. 


and which was,| ‘These words are not to 
be divided by a comma from the former part 
of the title; both united form a special 
title of God,—see the form, * Whioh art 
and Whieh wast," without any addition, 
in ch. xi. 17; xvi. 5. Together, they form 
one clause which is to be balanced against 


the remaining words: see Trench, zz /oc.; 
and also the comparison of the word “ was” 
here, with the “was” in John i. 1, as drawn 
by St. Basil quoted in the Introd., $ 2, p. 14. 


and whichis to come; |Lit.,“which cometh,” 
— cf. Mark x. 3o. This clause is also in some 
sort a proper name of our Lord (Matt. xi. 3 ; 
John i. 15, 27; Heb. x. 37; cf. Hab igs 
Mal. iii. 1): its occurrence in this compound 
title attests the equal dignity of the Son 
with the Father,—so. Origen who quotes this 
verse (de Princip., i. 10, p. 118, ed. Redepen- 
ning) The complete title is not a description 
of the eternity of God,— present, past, future 
(see the different order in ch. iv. 8, and com- 
pare ch. iv. 10),—this would make 6 épyópevos 
equivalent to 6 écóuevos: it simply means 
* which is and which was, and which is to 
come" to judgment. ‘This latter member of 
the clause supplies the key-note of the Book, 
with which it begins (ver. 7), and with which 
it closes (ch. xxii. 7, 12, 20),—“I come 
quickly ;” cf. John v. 25: and see Trench, 
lc. p. 6. This title is repeated in ver. 8; 
and is to be omitted in ch. xi. 17; xvi. 5. 


and from tbe seven Spirits] The second 
* from? :—cf. ch. iii. 1; iv. 5; v. 6. Not the 
Seven principal Angels (cf. ch. viii. 2) as the- 
later Jews counted them (Tobit xii. 15), 
but the Holy Ghost, Sevenfold in His opera- 
tions, “ that doth His Sevenfold Gifts 
impart :”—see Isa. xi. 2; Zech. iii. 93 iv. 1o. 
Angels are never called *Spirits? in the 
Apocalypse; nor would such a sense agree 
with the prerogative claimed for Christ in ch. 
iii. r. This expression, which guides the 
mysterious Sevenfold imagery throughout the 
Book, is explained by ch. v. 6. The Person- 
ality of the Holy Ghost—which is asserted 
in ch.ii. gr; xxii. 77—is not touched by this 
interpretation, which rests upon the varied 
manifestations of one and the same Spirit (1 
Cor. xii. 4) in the Church ; the number Sevez 
(note the relation to the Seven Churches) 
being the symbol of God's covenant with His 
people; see Introd., $ 11, p. 71. The absence of 
the article (as Dean Vaughan notes on Rom. 
v. 5) attaches to mvedya the sense of com- 
munication; its presence that of personality. 
Each one of the Seven Spirits (symbolizing the 
diffusion of the Holy Spirit) is so to say, 
a mveüpa yoy. Viewed in Himself, and in 
His personal Deity, He is rò Iveüpa rò dytov. 
Herder' reference to the Cabalistic per- 
sonification of the Divine attributes cannot 
hold good, for the Sephiroth (as they were 
called) were zen in number. 


which [are] before bis tbrone;] Note the 
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begotten of the dead, and the prince 

of the kings of the earth. Unto him 
Heb: 9. that loved us, “and washed us from 
" our sins in his own blood, 


6 And hath ¢made us kings and*: Pet. 2, 
priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever 


| 
and ever. Amen. 





absence of the verb substantive after the re- 
lative:—see Introd., $ 7, p. 55. The minis- 
tering office of the Holy Ghost as “sent” 
by the Father (John xiv. 26) is implied 
in the words * before his throne." 


5. and from Jesus Christ, [who is] the 
faithful avitness,] 'Thethird “from.” The three 
nominatives in irregular apposition to the 
genitive denote here, as in ver. 4, the import- 
ance of these titles; cf. ch. xiv. 12; Xx. 2. 
Winer (§ lix. 8), suggests that these nomina- 
tives may be taken “as a kind of exclama- 
tion,"—cf. James iii. 8. 

In the New Testament the word “ faith- 
ful" (morós) is used, (1) in an active sense 
signifying ‘trusting, ‘believing’? (John xx. 
27); (2) in a passive sense, signifying ‘ trust- 
worthy,’ ‘ to be believed (1 John i. 9) :—God 
alone is “faithful” in this latter sense; see on 
ch. iii. r4. The thought here expressed, 
which is characteristic of St. John (see on 
ver. 2), may be founded on Isaiah lv. 4. 


the first-bornof the dead,| (Omit èx, see 
vv. Ìl.). Athought found only here, and in Col. 
i. 18; see ch. ii. 8,and Bishop Lightfoot on Col. 
i. r5, 18: — another correspondence with 
Pauline doctrine (although St. Paul writes éx 
tov vexp.). Cf.too 1 Cor. xv. 20; Acts ii. 24; 
i.e, “death was the womb that bare him." 
Or, it may be, */firsi-begotten;" as in Acts 
xiii. 33, with reference to Ps. ii. 7; cf. Rom. 
i. 4 :—and so Trench, /. c., p. 12. 


and tbe ruler of tbe kings of tbe earth.] 
See Ps. Ixxxix. 27; 1 Tim. vi. 15; cf. Rev. vi. 
15; xvii. 14; xix. 16. The prize offered by 
the Tempter, Christ has won by the way of 
death :—Matt. iv. 8, 9; John xvi. 33. 


Unto him that loveth us,| For the tense 
see vv. ll. :—“ whose love rests evermore on 
his redeemed” (Trench). Cf. John xiii. 1. 


and loosed us from our sins] See vv. ll.: 
—this reading connects the words with those 
other texts which speak of Christ as our 
“ransom,” (Aérpov), Matt. xx. 28; 1 Tim. 
ii. 6; cf. also ch. v. 9; xiv. 3, 4. The prayer, 
“Though we be tied and bound with the 
chain of our sins, yet let the pitifulness of thy 
great mercy /oose us," suggests a different 
metaphor. The reading “washed us," dif- 
fering but by a single letter from that which 
the weight of evidence commends (Aovo— 
Ao), is also in accordance with St. John's 
tone of thought :—see ch. vii. 14; John xiii. 
10; r Jobn i. 7. Cf Acts xvi. 33; and 
Winer, $ 30, S. 177. 


by his blood;] ransomed us at the 
price of, or with:—Gr. im; cf ri Chron. 
xxi. 24, LXX. See Winer's note quoted on 
ch. v. 9. 


6. and he made us] By a Hebrew 
idiom, the participial is resolved into the 
direct construction. 


[to be] à kingdom,] Cf. ch. v. 10; so, too, 
“a kingdom of priests," Ex. xix. 6; 1 Pet. ii. 
9:—see vv. JJ. The concrete term “king "is not 
applied to Christians in the New Testament. 


[to be] priests unto his God and Father; | 
I.e., consecrated to God,—brought into near 
relationship to Him. On the words, “ His 
God and Father," cf. Rom. xv. 6; 2 Cor. i. 3; 
Eph. i. 3. The emphasis given to *king- 
dom" points to the reigning of the saints,—an 


idea so prominent in the Apoc.,—ch. iii. 21 ; 


V. Io; XX. 4, 65; xxl. 5. Or it may mean 
that the redeemed form Christ's “kingdom ;" 
and thus, inasmuch as they are “priests” 
unto God, become subjects of Him who is 
* King of kings." 

to bim be all glory and dominion) The 
article is prefixed to each noun, and expresses 
universality,—“ the glory,” “the dominion.” 
The sense may be: “to Him is the glory,” - 
&c.; ie., not ascribing to Him “the glory," 
but confessing that it belongs to Him,—that 
He possesses it: see 1 Pet. iv. rr. Unlike 
“ power” and “might” in the doxology of 
ch, vii. 12, the attribute of “ dominion” or 
“strength ” (Luke i. 51) is applied in the New 
Testament solely to God. The doxology 
becomes threefold at ch. iv. 11; xix. 1 (see 
the notes); fourfold at ch. v. 13 (cf. ch. xii. 
10) ; sevenfold at ch. vii. 12 (cf. on ch. v. 12); 
the article in each case preceding each noun. 
'The Divine honour thus expressed can be 
ascribed to none else than God and Christ. 
Writers usually attempt, but rather unprofit- 
ably,to distinguish and to define the ideas 
which these different doxologies contain. 
Compare the doxology of 1 Chron. xxix. 11, 12; 
and also that which has been attached to the 
Lord's Prayer, Matt. vi. 13. 


for ever and ever. Amen.) Lit., “unto the 
ages of the ages,” a phrase occurring twelve 
times in this Book:—it is not read in ch. v. 
14. In ch. xiv. 11 the articles are omitted: 
.—see the vv. //. here. This form is not found 
in the Gospel or Epistles of St. John. Else- 
where, it occurs in Gal.i. 5; Heb. xiii. 21; 
1 Pet. iv. 11; &c,—in all, nine times, See 
ch. xiv. 6. 
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7 *Behold, he cometh with clouds ; 8 I am Alpha and Omega, the 


* Matt. 24. 


and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kin- 
dreds of the earth shall wail because 
ofhim. Even so, Amen. 





7. Behold, be cometh) Ie., the Person last 
spoken of. The fundamental thought of the 
Apocalypse, * Christ cometh," is here so- 
lemnly prefixed, after the manner of the pro- 
phets:—see Pusey (The Minor Prophets) on 
Amos i. 2. 


Mr. Fe D. Maurice, as a strict *Pre- 
terist,” lays down from the first his prin- 
ciple of interpretation: “I believe that the 
time of which St. John wrote was at hand 
when he wrote.”—Lect. on the Apoc., p. 9. 


with clouds ;| Gr. the clouds, (of heaven, 
Dan. vii. 13; Matt. xxiv. 30; xxvi. 64; Acts 
i. 9, 11) ; denoting not the glory, but the terror 
of that day :—cf. ch. xi. 12 ; xiv. 14-16. These 
clouds have nothing in common with the 
“ glorious privacy of light"—the “ bright 
cloud" (vepédn porewn, Matt. xvii. 5) of the 
Transfiguration (Trench, 4c, p. 16). C£ 
Nah. i. 3. 


and every eye shall see him,| He is no 
longer as in Isai. xlv. 15; cf. Job xix. 27. 


and they which pierced bim;] I. e., * who- 
ever, ‘all they who’; cf. Acts x. 41, 47. In 
Zech. xii. 10, here quoted, the repentance of 
Israel, when the Crucified One is recognized 
as their king,is described. As in Matt. xxiv. 
30, the despair of sinners is now the thought. 
The form of the quotation in this place, as 
in John xix. 37 (the only other N. T. passage 
in which the piercing of the Lord’s side is 
mentioned), is almost a demonstration of 
the common authorship of the Apocalypse 
and the Fourth Gospel. In both, the original 
Hebrew words (Y1pT7W/N) are rendered in 
the same way (avróv e&exévrncav), and with 
the same departure from the LXX. (dv0' àv 
Karwpxnoavro). In order to escape this 
inference, Ewald conjectures that the text 
of the LXX. has been altered. Aquila, Sym- 
machus, and Theodotion, however, who 
translate as here, lived after St. John:—see 
Field's edition of Origen's Hexapla, vol. ii. 
p. 1026; Lee on Inspiration, p. 345. 

and all the tribes of the earth shall wail 
over him.] Or shall mourn for him, 
as in Zech. xii. ro (LXX., which is quoted 
here). The words of the Lord Himself, 
Matt. xxiv. 3o, are also referred to. The 
verb denotes the Oriental manifestation of 
sorrow, the smiting on tbe breast, cf. Luke 
xviii. 13. 

The frequent quotations from the 
Old Testament in this chapter exhibit the 


beginning and the ending, saith 
the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. 





Apocalypse as the continuation of Hebrew 
prophecy. 


Even so, Amen.) “Yea, Amen,"—the 
Greek and Hebrew forms united, as in 2 Cor. 
i. 20; see ch. xxii. 20,—God’s own ratifica- 
tion, like the “Thus saith the Lord” of the 
prophets. 

Note the three ideas in this doxology,— 
(1) Unto Him that loveth us ; (2) Who made us 
to be a kingdom, to be priests ; (3) Who cometh. 


8. lam the Alpha and the Omega, saith 
the Lord God,| See vv. ll. ‘The explanatory 
words, “the beginning and the ending,” are 
added here in the Textus Receptus, and are 
read in ch. xxi. 6; xxii. 13 (cf. below, ver. 
17). The thought conveyed by this title is 
expressed in Isai. xli. 4; xlii. ro; xliv. 6. 
On the expression *the Lord God," or 
“the Lord the God,” cf. Luke i. 32. 


which is do'c.] See on ver. 4. 


the Almighty.| ‘This title (6 IIavrokpárop) 
occurs nine times in the Apoc. ; elsewhere in 
the New Test. only in 2 Cor. vi. 18, where 
it isa quotation: it isthe equivalent inthe LXX. 
for Shaddai()W) only in Job(e. g. Job. v. 17); 
and for Tsaba,in such phrases as Tsebi Tsibotb 
(MINA *Iy, Jer. iii. 19), or Eloi Tsebbaoth 
(msav7nbw, Amos iv. 13). ‘ We have al- 
ways translated it * Almighty, except at Rev. 
xix. 6, where with a very sublime effect our 
Saxon ‘ Almighty’ is exchanged for the Latin 
*Omnipotent?" (Trench, Z c, p. 18). This 
verse expresses the worship in heaven under 
the seventh Trumpet, ch. xi 17. Lücke 
(Kinl. in die Offenb. des Johann., 2te Ausg., s. 
693) thinks that “the reference to Ex. iii. 
14 cannot be mistaken;" and Alford also con- 
siders that these words are *uttered by the 
Eternal Father,"—although at ver. 17, and 
also at ch. xxii. 13, Christ is the speaker. At 
all events, Christ's Divinity and co-eternity 
with the Fatherare plainly stated in these latter 
texts. Early Christian Art and early Christian 
Hymnology alike apply the symbolic lan- 
guage of such passages to Christ: e. g.— 


** Corde natus ex Parentis, ante mundi exordium 
Alpha et Q cognominatus, Ipse fons et 
clausula 
Omnium, quæ sunt, fuerunt, quseque post 
futura sunt.” 


PRUDENTIUS, Cathem. ix. Yo (quoted 
by Bishop Wordsworth zz Zoc.). 


V. 9—10.] 


. 9 I John, who also am your bro- 
ther, and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that 


— 


THE First SCENE OF THE VISION 
(i. 9—iii. 22). 

As the Prophets of old related their call 
(Isai. vi. 8; Jer.i 4; Ezek.i. 3), so St. John 
sets forth his commission, in order to identify 
this Book with the Revelation announced in 
Nene. 

9. I Jobn,| The writer here names him- 
self for the third time :—so again, ch. xxi. 2 ; 
xxii. 8. Elsewhere, Daniel alone says, *I 
Daniel" (Dan. vii. 15, 28; viii 15, 27; ix. 
ahem, 75) xi 5).1 See'Oncver-4. 

your brother] Omit “who also am,’—see 
vv.ll Isaiah names himself * son of Amoz ;" 
St. John, as having entered the circle of 
Christian thought, refers merely to the 
brotherhood in Christ. 


and partaker with you in the ¢ribulation 
and kingdom and patience [which are] 
in Jesus] See vv. I. The Lord's words, 
in Matt. xx. 22, had been fulfilled so far as 
* James the brother of John" was concerned, 
—sce the narrative in Acts xii. 2: the pre- 
diction is here brought home to John himself. 
For the case of others, cf. ch. ii. 13; vi. 
9; xvii 6. Note the order: “while the 
tribulation is present, the kingdom is in hope " 
(Trench), and hence, * patience in Jesus," the 
link which unites them, is added ;—see Acts 
xiv. 22; Rom. viii. 17 ; 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

The word Gbrist is twice omitted in this 
verse. 

was] "Eyevóugv — not ñv which. implies 
the mere fact. We have no one word in 
English to express the force of this Greek 
verb when a person is meant (see ver. 18); 
in the case of az event we say "came to 

ass." Here, therefore, weare to understand 
—“ [ found myself” “I became a dweller ; ” 
not simply ^l was.” As in ver. 10, the verb 
seems to imply that St. John was no longer in 
Patmos when he wrote these words. 


Patmos,] Or Patnos—whence the popular 
form Patino, known in the Middle Ages as 
Palmosa, one of the Sporades, a rocky island 
consisting of three solid masses united by 
narrow isthmuses: it is about thirty Roman 
miles in circuit, and lies in that part of the 
JEgean called the Icarian Sea. Patmos is 
visible about forty miles out at sea from the 
hills which surround Miletus at the mouth of 
the Mazander. M. Guerin (Description de Pile 
de Patmos, 1856) estimates the population 
of La Scala, the ancient Hellenic town of 
which the Acropolis still exists at its port, 
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is called Patmos, for the word of 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 


IO I was in the Spirit on the 





at twelve or thirteen thousand. Its excellent 
harbour, according to the custom of coasting 
voyages at that period, was the first or the 
last station between Ephesus and Rome. See 
Renan, L'Zntecbrist, p. 373; and also Dean 
Stanley's description, Introd., $ 4, p.25. It 
appears to be the certain result of historical 
evidence (see Introd., $ 4) that the Apostle 
John was banished to the island of Patmos 
during the reign of the Emperor Domitian 
(A.D. 81-96), and in the fourteenth year of 
that reign; and that he was recalled from 
Patmos to Ephesus by the Emperor Nerva 
in the year 96. 


for the word of God] The use of this same 
preposition (6:a with an accus.) in ch. vi. 9; 
xx. 4 (cf. John xv. 21), renders imperative the 
sense that St. John's banishment is here 
meant, not (as Lücke thinks, s. 816) that he 
was a voluntary dweller in Patmos *for the 
purpose of’ receiving “the word of God.” 
For the confirmation which the nature of 
this punishment supplies of the date of the 
Apocalypse under Domitian, see Introd. p. 27. 
Renan writes: “Jean parait avoir souffert 
pour le nom de Jésus:” and he quotes Poly- 
crates (ap. Euseb., H. E., v. 24), who testified 
that St. John was a “martyr and teacher” 
(Ge P- 198): , 

In reply to the modern theory that “ the 
tradition” as to St. John’s banishment is 
founded altogether upon this verse, see 
Introd. § 7, i. (a). 


and the testimony of Jesus.] See vv. I. 
For the meaning of this phrase (the objective 
sense—“ the testimony concerning Jesus "— 
predominating here, cf. ch. xii. 11), see on 
Ver. 2. 


10. I was in the Spirit] See on verse 9,— 
‘I found myself in that state wherein revela- 
tions are received '—* in a trance," Acts x. 
10; Xi 5; xxii 17 (for the opposite state 
see Acts xii. 11) ;—withdrawn from the rela- 
tions of ordinary life. St. Paul cannot tell 
whether “in the body” or *out of the body,” 
—2 Cor. xii 2-4. Cf. Luke xxii. 44 for a 
similar use of the verb. ‘This phrase occurs 
only here, and in ch. iv. 2 ;—see also ch. xvil. 
3; xxi. 10; Num. xxiv. 2; Ezek. xi. 5 (Lee 
On Inspiration, p. 131, &c.) 


on tbe Lord's day:| ‘The first day of the 
week, the day cf the Lord’s Resurrection 
(5 kupiaki] huépa;,—cf. x Cor. xi. 20). For the 
early use of this expression (which 1s not 
found elsewhere in the New Test.) to denote 
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Lord’s day, and heard behind me a 
great voice, as of a trumpet, 

1I Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, 
the first and the last: and, What 
thou seest, write in a book, and send 
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it unto the seven churches which are 
in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and 
unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 








‘Sunday,’ see note C.at the end of this chapter. 
Eichhorn (cf. Lücke, s. 815), relying on the 
article, understands the chief Lord's day, ż.e., 
Easter Day. Some maintain, but without 
sufficient reason, that *the Day of the Lord" 
here signifies *the Day of Judgment" in the 
distant future, as in Joel i. 15; iii. 14:—so 
Wetstein, Augusti, Zullig, S. R. Maitland, J. 
H. Todd (cf. Züllig, Die Offenb. Jobannis, 
Excurs. L, B. i. s. 401.) See the argument 
of Godet, founded on the ecclesiastical use of 
*the Lord's Day," in proof of the date of 
the Apocalypse (Introduction, $ 4). 


and I heard behind me a great voice,| The 
speaker is undefined. We note here the 
same indefiniteness as to the speaker which 
we frequently find throughout this Book :— 
GEOCDy s EVI OI EDGE 3$ eas XVI 
xviil. 4. Still more indefinite is the speaker in 
ch. xix. 9; xxi. 5:—see on ver. 1. In ver. 15, 
the * voice” is clearly that of Christ: so also 
in ch. ii, iii. The voice proceeding from 
* behind” the Seer has been thought to signify 
that all the symbols and references are of the 
Old Testament (I. Williams in Joc.) ;—but 
cf Ezek. ili, 12. 


as of a trumpet] A trumpet, as of the 
Law (Ex. xix. 19; Num. x. 1-10), but ar- 
ticulate with human utterance, as of the 
Gospel. Cf.Isai.xxvii. 13; Matt. xxiv. 31. 


11. saying,| Cf. ch. iv. 1.:— saying” is in 
concord with “ trumpet.” 


What thou seest,] Omit “Iam Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last, and" — 
see vv. //, The words omitted are borrowed 
from verses 8 and 17. The sense is— What 
thou seest ” throughout the Vision now open- 
ing. 

write in a book,| Gr. into a roll (eis 
BiBXiov): see Note A on ch. x. 2. The 
command to write is given twelve times in 
the Apocalypse; viz. here, and ver. 19; ch. 
eles, T2 UT I PET PEST VERTO ESI. 0 * 
xxi 5. Hengstenberg is certainly wrong 
when he restricts the command to the con- 
tents of ch. ii. and ch. iii.,—see on ver. 19. 


and send [it] to the seven churches; 
unto Ephesus, and unto, d9c.] Though 
his Codex reads “ seven,” Erasmus omits it, 
and is followed by T. R. Omit “ which are 
in Asia,’—see vv. Il. 


unto Pergamum,] Or Pergamos :—for 


the form of this word see note D at the 
end of this chapter. As to the selection of 
these Seven Churches, see on ver, 4; and 
Trench, 4c, pp. 25, 222-4. Renan (p. 347) 
would account for the omission of Hierapolis 
by the conjecture that the residence in that 
city of the Apostle Philip (see Introd. § 2, p. 9) 
removed it from the jurisdiction of St. John; 
and for the omission of Colossz, by the asser- 
tion that it had suffered so severely from the 
earthquake of the year 62, as to have almost 
disappeared from the number of the churches. 
Such criticism, however, does not explain the 
omission from the list of Miletus, or Tralles, 
or Magnesia. 

The Seven Churches are divided into groups 
of three and four (see the remarks introduc- 
tory to ch. ii.). The first group consists of 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum ;— Ephesus 
standing first as being the scene of St. John's 
own labours; as being the most important 
church in * Asia, as well as the chief city of 
the province; and, it may be, as being geo- 
graphically nearest to Patmos. The second 
group is arranged according to the order 
given in the *Itinerarium Antonini? Of 
Laodicea we read in Col. iv. 16; of Phila- 
delphia in the Epistle of St. Ignatius to that 
church; of the churches of Pergamum, 
Thyatira, and Sardis, we know nothing from 
the Pauline or Ignatian age. The objection 
of the Alogi (see Epiphanius, Her. 51, 33)— 
that there was no *church of the Chris- 
tians in Thyatira,” and, therefore, that St. 
John was not the author of the Apocalypse— 
Lücke (s. 424) proves to be of no weight: 
see Introduction, § 5. By these Seven the 
Church Universal is symbolized; and so each 
Epistle is addressed to *z5e Cburcbes,"— ch. ii. 
7, 11, 17, 29; ili. 6, 13, 22. As the “ Mura- 
torian Fragment” expresses it:—* John, in 
the Apoc, though he writes to Seven 
Churches, nevertheless speaks toall." (“ Johan- 
nes in Apocalypsi licet septem ecclesiis scri- 
bat, tamen omnibus dicit." So also Vic- 
torinus (“quod uni dicit, omnibus dicit," ap. 
Galland., t. iv. p. 53), who adds that St. Paul, 
too, wrote Epistles to seven churches only, 
addressing his other Epistles * singularibus 
personis," lest he should exceed the number 
of seven churches. Godet (Études bibliques, 
2"* série, p. 349) observes: “Christianity, 
represented by these Seven Churches, is the 
true audience to which the author addresses 
himself.” 


Y. I2—14.] 


I2 And I turned to see the voice 
that spake with me. And being 
turned, I saw seven golden candle- 
sticks ; 

I3 And in the midst of the seven 
candlesticks oze like unto the Son of 


REVELATION. I. 


man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot, and girt about the paps 
with a golden girdle. 

I4 His head and his hairs were 
white like wool, as white as snow ; 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire ; 





12. And I turned to see the voice] “The 
voice” put for the speaker. Or, “And I 
turned round £o see.” 


that spake with me.] T. e., ‘what the voice 
was which was speaking.’ 


And having turned I saw] Here the 
Vision, properly so-called, begins. 


seven golden candlesticks ;|_Here (see also 
ch, xi. 4) the Avxvía (LXX.) or lampstand, 
Ex. xxv. 31 (Heb., menorah), is properly 
the stand which supported the Avxvos (LX X.) 
or lamp, Ex, xxv. 37 (Heb., zer) :—see Matt. 
V. I5; Rev. xviii. 23 (cf. ch. iv. 5; viii. 1o). 
The zer was a shallow covered vessel, oval in 
form, with a mouth at one end from which 
the wick protruded :—see the note on Ex. 
XXv. 37. We recognize the reference to the 
Seven-branched Candlestick, Ex. xxv. 32, 
and the “seven lamps," Zech. iv. 2. “The 
Jewish Church was one; for it was the 
Church of a single people: the Christian 
Church, that too is one, but it is also many ; 
at once ‘the Church’ and ‘the Churches.’ ” 
—Trench, /. c., p. 28. “Any one candlestick 
may be removed (ch. ii. 5), but the Sevenfold 
unity is not disturbed by its removal’ 
(Wordsworth). 


THE APPEARANCE OF CHRIST (13-18). 


The subject matter of the Book is now 
illustrated by the description of Christ’s 
appearance,—as His relation to the world had 
been described in vv. 5, 6. Hence, each of 
the Seven Epistles opens with a feature 
borrowed from this description. What He 
afterwards says to them in words, He here 
prefigures through his appearance (Hengst.). 
“The Majesty of Him who holds His own 
in His right hand (cf. ver. 20), is the real 
ground of all Apocalyptic hope" (D üsterd.). 


13. and in tbe midst of the candlesticks] 
Omit seven, see vv. /. In the midst of the 
Seven Churches,—see ver. 20,and cf. ch. ii. r. 

one like unto the Son of man,] A title 
adopted from Dan. vii. 13; but nowhere ap- 
plied to Christ by others than Himself except 
here, and in ch. xiv. 14,—and also in Acts vii. 
56 where the articles occur which are absent 
here and in ch. xiv. 14, as they are absent in 
John v. 27. Itis no more necessary to trans- 
late “a son of man” when the article is thus 


absent, than to render “ a Spirit of God” in 
Matt, xii. 28, or 1 Cor. xii. 3. If the absence 
of the article is to be insisted on, the expres- 
sion “a son of man” would simply declare 
that the risen Lord still retains in glory His 
human Nature. The contrast between His 
return to glory and the condition described 
in Phil. ii. 7, 8, explains how it was that, while 
He continued in the state of humiliation, no 
created being dared to address Him as “ son 
of man." That St. John, who had “heard, 
and seen with his eyes, concerning the Word 
of life," could have here intended merely to 
describe a human form, is scarcely credible. 
Réville conjectures that here, and in ch. 
xiv. 14, the word “dike” implies that St. 
John recognized his Master in the Divine 
Personage whom he describes (Revue de 
Théologie, ix. p. 241). 

a garment down to the foot,| ‘The Greek 
equivalent for these words (modénpns, scil. 
eaOns) is found only here in the New Testa- 
ment. It is of frequent occurrence in the 
LXX., representing different Hebrew terms 
(cf. Ex. xxv. 7; xxviii 4). It is the linen 
priestly garment (D72) of the “One Man” 
revealed to Ezekiel (see the note on Ezek. ix. 
2). It is also the * Ephod" of the High 
Priest (see the note on Ex.xxviii. 31), ^ woven 
without seam ;"— "a high-priestly-royal robe ” 
(Ewald). 

and girt about at the breasts with a golden 
girdle.) See Luke xi. 27; cf. ch. xv. 6. 

Bengel and others have attempted to re- 
produce this description pictorially ; but with 
an unhappy result. 


14. And his head and his hair were white 
as white wool, [white] as snow;] (See 
vv. ll). As in Dan. vii. 9; not, however, 
the hoary head as of ‘‘the Ancient of days,” 
but “a part of the transfiguration in light 
of the glorified Person of the Redeemer” 
(Trench, p. 34):—see Matt. xvii. 2; Mark 
ix. 3. So of the Angel at the empty tomb 
(Matt. xxvii. 3), it is *not the. garment 
of innocence but of glory " (Trench, Studies 
in the Gospels, p. 194). White is the colour 
and livery of heaven; and has through- 
out the Apocalypse a Messianic reference: 
choi a7) Weg ya 55 iva S Views, Evii US 
xix. 8, 11, 14; xx. rr. (In the Apocalypse 
Aevkós is not albus, but candidus :—“ aliud est 
candidum esse, id est luce quidem nitente per- 
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1s And his feet like unto fine brass, 
as if they burned in a furnace ; and 
his voice as the sound of many 
waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand 
seven stars: and out of his mouth 
went a sharp twoedged sword: and 


REVELATION. I. 


[v. 15—17. 
his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength. 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at 
his feet as dead. And he laid his 
right hand upon me, saying unto me, 
Fear not; 
last : 





fusum; aliud album, quod pallori constat esse 
vicinum."— Wetst.). Reuss insists that the 
colour avite is here the characteristic feature 
of old age ; and in his Introduction (p. 34) he 
argues from this that the Apocalypse was not 
written by the Apostle John, who was ac- 
quainted with the Lord's appearance. He 
also notes on this verse that Christ does not 
appear “as the historical personage who died 
before He reached His fortieth year, but as a 
Divine Person invested with the symbolical 
attributes of eternity.” 


as a flame of fire;| As in Dan. x. 6; cf. 
ch. xix. 12. Fire, throughout Scripture, 
is the symbol of Divine wrath :—Gen. xix. 24 ; 
Num. Xi. 1; 2 Kings i. 10, 12; 2 Thess. i. 8. 


15. like unto burnished brass,|] See 
Ezek. i. 7. The etymology and meaning 
of this term (Chalco-libanos, or—on, a noun 
fem., or rather neuter: see note E at 
the end of this chapter), found only here 
and in ch. ii. 18, have hitherto been merely 
guessed at. Thus we have the senses: 
‘Brass of Mount Lebanon, (so Arethas, and 
the Syriac version); — * Mountain - brass’ 
(Vulg., aurichalcum, the vulgar form of ori- 
chalcum, and erroneously taken to be a com- 
pound of aurum and xadxos,—more precious 
than gold, cf. Plaut. Curc. i. 3, 46) ;— Brass 
of the furnace’ (Words.);’—‘ Brass at a 
white heat’ (Bochart) ;— Brass the colour of 
frankincense’ (Ausonius, ap. Wetst.); — a 
metal like electrum (Suidas), a word which 
signifies both amber, and the metal electrum. 
A combination of the last two explanations 
may give the true sense, ‘A metal like 
electrum, having the colour of amber,’— 
amber being the colour of frankincense, which 
is the commercial name of “the gum-resin 
Olibanum,” (Brande and Cox Dict. of Science). 
Grimm gives as the general meaning imposed 
by the context: “Metallum auro simile, si 
non eo prestantius.” 


as if it had been refined in a furnace ;] 
(Compare Zech. xiii. 9, LXX.). This ver- 
sion reads the dative of the participle,— 
see vv. / Reading the genitive, we get the 
same meaning, the construction being ir- 
regular,—cf. ch. ii 20; iii. 12; iv. r, &c. 
‘The nominative masculine plural, adopted in 
A.V., would agree with “ feet ;"—cf. ch. x. 1. 


as a voice of many waters.) Cf. ch. xiv. 
2; xix. 6; Ezek. xlii. 2. 'The form of 
the sentence now changes; the description 
proceeding as if with pencil. touches;—cf. ch. 
xix. I2; xxi. I2. 


16. And he bad in his right band seven 
stars :] See ch. ii, 1; where also the prepo- 
sition is “in,” not “on,” as in ver. 20. Some 
would explain, “ whichhe grasped as a garland," 
ie., “a crown of stars;"—the words of Jer. 
xxii. 24, suggest to others the idea of seven 
signet rings on the right hand. At all events 
we learn that Christ holds in His right hand 
His own, represented by the Seven Stars. 


and out of bis mouth proceeded a sharp two- 
edged sword :| The sword of Christ is desig- 
nated by a peculiar term in this Book,—see 
ch. ii. 12,16; vi. 8; xix. 15, 21 (foudaía, the 
heavy Thracian broadsword, found elsewhere 
in the N. T. only in Luke ii. 35). MN Ist 
shorter sword (uáyaipa) occurs in ch. vi. 4; 
xiii. to, 14. For the image, see Isai €ib 3$ - 
xlix. 2; Hos. vi. 5; 2 Thess. ii. 8; Heb. iv. 
12. This last text supports the reference to 
“the word of God.” ‘The early writers saw 
in the “two edges,” the Law and the Gospel 
(Tertull, Marc. iii. 14; Augustin, Ezarr. 
in Ps. cxlix. 6), Or the meaning may simply 
be that the words which Christ utters are of 
judgment and command,—ch. ii. 16; Xx 2 


and bis countenance [was] as the sun shineth 
in bis strengtb.] The construction is again 
broken. Notthe Lord's general appearance, 
but His “countenance,” His “face,” is meant : 
—see John xi. 44. Düsterd., however, ap- 
pealing to ch. x. 1; John vii. 24, and to the 
frequent use of mpédc@mov in the Apocalypse 
to denote the countenance (e. g. ch. iv. 7; 
ix. 7, &c.), takes dys here to mean “ the ap- 
pearance," the whole form, radiant as with 
the brightness of the sun. 


17. as one dead.] So Moses (Ex. xxxiii. 20); 
or Daniel (viii. 27). The state of prophetic 
ecstasy :—see Dan. x. 7-19; Matt. xvii. 6, 7 
Acts x. 10; cf. Lee Oz Inspiration, p. 174, etc. 

And be laid bis right band upon me,| See 
vv. ll. The prep. with the accus.,—see 
on ver. 20, 

saying,| Omit * unto me,”—see vv. ll. 


Fear not; I am the first, and the last,} ‘These 
words explain ver. 8. The prerogative three 


ZI am the first and the / rs 41. 4 


v. 18—20.] 


18 I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for 


evermore, Amen ; and have the keys 
of hell and of death. 





times claimed for Jehovah, Isai. xli. 4; xliv. 
6; xlvii. r2, is three times claimed in 
this Book for Christ:—here; ch. ii. 8 ; xxii. 
13. Some explain ‘frst in glory, /ast in humili- 
ation’ (Phil. ii, 6-89. Richard of St. Victor 
(quoted by Trench, p. 46) writes: “ Primus, 
quia Ego sum causa originis; novissimus, 
quia Ego judex et finis." 


18. and he that liveth;] Or, and 
the Living one;] Le, * Who is possessed of 
absolute being?:—* I live for ever," Deut. 
xxxii. 40: see r Tim. vi. 16; cf. John i. 4; 
v. 26; xiv. 6, 19. All hopes of immortality 
are but shadows, compared with the guaran- 
tee which this truth of Christ's Life affords. 


and I was dead,| Gr. “I became dead,” 
see on verse 9. 

alive for evermore,| Gr. “unto the ages 
of the ages,"—see on ver. 6. Compare also 
ver. 5; ch. iv. 9, 10; x. 6; and also Acts ii. 
24; Rom.vi. 4. (Omit “ Amen,”—see vv. ll). 

and I have the keys of death and of hell.] 
See vv. J. “Hell,” Gr. Hades, is in like 
manner combined with Death, in ch. vi. 8; xx. 
13, 14. “Hades,” personified in ch. vi. 8; xx. 
14, is here conceived of as a city with walls 
and gates, of which Christ had already spoken, 
Matt. xvi. 18;—cf. Isai. xxxviii. ro. (See 
the application of the symbol “ key ” in ch. ix. 
Pas XX, T). 

In the natural order “death” precedes 
“ Hades” (Sheol), the gathering place of de- 
parted souls. * Hell" (Gehenna, Matt. xviii. 9; 
James iii. 6) is “the lake of fire,” the final 
abode of the lost, spoken of in ch. xix. 20; 
XX. Io, 14,15. ‘The * kers” are the symbol 
of authority,—see ch. iii. 7; ix, 1; xx. 1, 
Christ used these “keys” when the peni- 
tent was admitted into Paradise,—Luke 
xxii. 43; and He asserted His power to 
use them, in John xi. 25, 43. C£ the Jewish 
tradition as to the “ four keys " (of which ‘the 
key of the sepulchre’ was one) which God 
entrusts neither to Angels nor Seraphim, 
but reserves in His own power :—see in 
Wetstein, on this verse, the Jerus. Targum 
on Gen. xxx. 22. 

Note that in ch. xx. 14; Luke xvi. 23, 
“ Hades " means the place of torment. 


19. Write therefore] See vv. 7. In con- 
tinuation either of ver. 11, or of ver. 18—4.e., 
“ having seen this Vision.” (Note the occur- 
rence here, and in ch. ii. 5, 163 lii. 3, 19, 
of the word o2v,— a word characteristic of 
St. John's style: see Introd., $ 7, IV., (c). 


REVELATION, I. 


I9 Write the things which thou 
hast seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which shall be hereafter ; 

20 The mystery of the seven stars 





the things which thou sawest,] Namely, in 
VU. 12-16. 


and the things which are,] I.e.,as contrasted 
with those which are about to happen, the 
things present being described in ch. ii.; iii. (so 


. Arethas, Bengel, Lücke, Diisterd., Words., 


and others) Or, and what things they 
signify or represent, as explained in ver. 20 
(so Ewald, De Wette, Alford, and others) ; 
and in proof it is urged, (1) that the plural 
eicív distinguishes this clause from that in 
which we find the singular péAXev; and (2) that 
eicív must mean here what it means in ver. 
20. The plain reference, however, of perà 
raüra to à eisiv seems to decide in favour 
of the former sense, 


and tbe things which shall come to pass 
hereafter ;] I. e., in Vision,—e.g. ch. iv. &c. 
Sequence merely, not Divine appointment, is 
signified,—see on ver. t. 

According to Bengel, Elliott, Bisping, and 
others, a threefold division of the Book is 
indicated in this verse :—(1) vv. 12-18; (2) 
ch. ii; iii; (3) ch. iv.-xxi. Hengstenberg, 
connecting this verse with ver. rr, refers it 
altogether to the Seven Epistles of ch. ii. ; iii., 
—the words “ which are” describing the real 
condition of the Churches,as contrasted with 
their outward appearance, e. g. ch. iii. 17 ; and 
the word “ hereafter” telling the Churches 
of their Lord’s coming. The command to 
“write” is suspended at ch.x. 4. The com- 
mand is renewed at ch. xiv. 13; xix.9; xxi. 5. 
The publication, as it were, is commanded 
at ch. xxii. ro. See above on ver. 11. 


20. the mystery] Either governed by 
“ aurite" ver. 19; or placed, as it were, abso- 
lutely, stating the *spiritual riddle of which 
the solution follows in the latter half of the 
verse,"—so Trench, p. 50. ‘Throughout the 
N. T. a “mystery” denotes not an enigma, 
but what is secret,—a symbol before its mean- . 
ing is explained,—that which lies beyond the 
reach ofthe natural understanding, and which 
God's Spirit only can unfold : in a word, the 
direct antithesis to Revelation or Apocalypse. 
See Matt. xiii. 11; Rom. xi. 25; Eph. v. 32; 
Col. i. 26; Rev. x. 7; xvii. 5—where see 
the note. Reuss notes that the Seven Stars 
and the Seven Candlesticks are the only 
images in this description which are peculiar 
to the author, who, accordingly, after the 
manner of the ancient prophets, himself ex- 
plains them;—cf Jer. i ir, &c.; xxiv.; 
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which thou sawest in my right hand, 
and the seven golden candlesticks. 
The seven stars are the angels of the 


REVELATION. I. 


[v. 20. 


seven churches: and the seven can- 
dlesticks which thou sawest are the 
seven churches. 





Amos, vii.; viii. This isa questionable state- 
ment,—see Introd. § 10. 


of the seven stars which thou sawest in my 
right hand,| Gr., on. (Note that emi with a 
gen. will be indicated throughout by the word 
“on; with an accus. by “upon,”—see ver. 
17. With a dat., the context must decide: 
eg. ch. iv. 9; vii. 10; ix. 14; Xix. 4, 14; and 
see on ver. 16, where the prep. is év). 


The seven stars are tbe angels of the seven 
churches :| These “Angels” appear not 
merely at the head of each of the Churches (ch. 
ii; iii.), but also as “ Stars ” in the right hand 
of the Redeemer :—cf. ver. 16; ch. ii. 1 ; iii. 1. 

By the “ Angels" here are to be understood 
the Bishops, in the modern sense of the title, 
of the Seven Churches,—the term ‘bishop’ 
(énioxomos, Acts xx. 28; Phil.i.r; 1 Tim. iii. 
2; Tit. i 7) not being as yet restricted to 
the Successors of the Apostles. "This title, 
“ Angel," to denote a high spiritual function 
may have been suggested by Hag. i. 13; and 
Mal. ii. 7: (“The priest’s lips should keep 
knowledge . . . for he is the messenger 
(LXX. dyyedos) of the Lord of Hosts )." 
This symbol of the “Stars” is explained, 
as is that of the “Candlesticks” in the 
next clause, without an express applica- 
tion, which, however, is made in the fol- 
lowing chapters where the address to 
each Church is personal to its *Angel;" the 
bishop being regarded as persona ecclesie, by 
the Chief *Shepherd and Bishop of Souls" 
— Pet. ii. 25. Primasius notes that in ver. 
4 St. John addresses “the Seven Churches ; 
but, in ch. ii; iii, “the Angels of the 
Churches,” taking “the person of the Church 
and of the Angel to be the same,” (“unam 
videlicet faciens Angeli Ecclesiaque perso- 
nam."— Comm. in loc., ap. Migne, Patrolog., 
vol lxviii, p. 803) In the typical lan- 
guage of Scripture a “Star” is the symbol 
of highest dominion, Num. xxiv. 17; Isai. 
xiv. 12; Matt. ii. 2; and also of faithful or 
false teachers, Dan. xii. 3; Jude 13 (some 
refer, in this sense, to ch. vi. 13; vili. 10; 
xii. 4): and so, as Ewald (in loc., S. 118) 
writes of the “ Angels" here, “ Es sind die 
Vorsteher der sieben Gemeinde "—* They are 
the presidents of the Seven Churches." 
Dean Vaughan notes: “The Angel of 
the Church is its chief minister or pastor. 
'The title is borrowed from the Jewish Syna- 
gogue, in which the angel or messenger of the 
assembly was the person who presided over 
and arranged the meetings for worship, 
charged, as it were, with the messages of 


the people to God . . . exercising also (it is 
said) something of discipline over its mem- 
bers."— Lectures on the Rev., 3rd ed. vol. i. 
p. 20. It has also been suggested “that the 
Apostolical bishops may have been called 
* Angels’ as ministering the New Testament, 
with reference to the fact of the Law having 
been received” “at the ministration of 
Angels "—Acts vii. 53; Gal. iii. 19 ; Heb. ii. 
2 (Walcott, in Blunt's Annot. B. of Com. 
Prayer, p. 531). See Trench, p. 51, &c. 
Reviewing some of the interpretations 
which have been proposed,—the sense cannot 
be, (a), as Alford and Reuss argue, ‘the Angels 
who are guardians of the Churches:’ ‘If,’ it 
is said, ‘single persons (Matt. xviii. 10; Acts 
xii 15; cf Dan. x. 21; xii. I) have their 
Angels, why not Churches’? But, on such a 
theory, how explain the language of ch. ii. 4, 5, 
14,20; iii, 1, 2, 15, 17? 1f Angels in heaven 
are meant, how account for the command 
to the Seer to “write” to such and such 
an ^ Angel"? To argue that, because else- 
where in the Book “ Angel" is used in its 
strict sense, it must be so here, is to assert a 
principle which cannot be carried out :—our 
Lord is once styled Logos, the Word, in ch. 
xix. 13 ; elsewhere in the Apocalypse the term - 
is used in its lower sense: —the noun @npiov, 
“the beast,” is employed once in its literal 
sense in ch. vi. 8; elsewhere it is used sym- 
bolically. 'The interpretation thus supported 
by Alford was anciently held by Andreas and 
Arethas ; and, with a modification, the same 
theory has been maintained, (4), in recent 
times, by De Wette, Lücke, Düsterd., Geb- 
hardt,—viz.,that the“ Angels” ofthe Churches 
are the personified spirits of the Churches, 
“die persönlich vorgestellten Geister der 
Gemeinden" (Gebhardt, Der Lebrbegr. der 
Apoc., S. 39), or the Churches them- 
selves ;—as we read of the “ Angels" of the 
various elements; of the winds, ch. vii. 1; 
of fire, ch. xiv. 18; of the waters, ch. xvi. 
s. To this entire theory Rothe (Die An- 
Jünge der Christl. Kirche, s. 42 3) justly ob- 
jects that we should thus have a Star the 
symbol of an Angel, and an Angel the symbol 
of a Church, to which in the same context 
another symbol, that of the Candlestick, is 
attached, —a manifest confusion of symbols. 
(c) For Bishop Lightfoot's explanation that 
the heavenly representatives of the Churches 
are meant,— the celestial guardian, or only 
a personification, the idea or spirit of the 
Church,"—an explanation which combines 
more than one of these various shades of opi- 
nion,—see note F at the end of this chapter. 


v. 20.] 


Nor, (4), can we understand by the * Angels? 
“the messengers” from the Churches to St. 
John, as in Phil. ii. 25; iv. 18; Col. iv. 12. 
One does not address a letter fo such mes- 
sengers,—the letter is sent 4y them. (e) Again, 
the notion of Brightman, revived by Hengst- 
enberg, that the * Angel" is no one person, 
but “the collective presbytery,” — “ das 
gesammte Kirchen-Regiment,”—is opposed 
to the distinct relations which the Seven 
Epistles set forth as subsisting between each 
Church and its “ Angel.” 

See the argument of Godet (quoted Introd. 
$ 4, p. 33) founded upon the use of the 
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word Angel in chapters ii. and iii., for fixing 
the date of the Apocalypse. 


and the seven candlesticks are seven 
churches.) Omit which thou sawest,—see 
vu. ll, Verse 12 is now explained. “The 
candlestick or lampstand . . . . is not light, 
but it is the bearer of light, that which 
diffuses it, that which holds it forth and 
causes it to shine throughout the house; 
being the appointed instrument for this. It 
is thus with the Church.”—Trench, p. 29. 
Compare the Lord's words in Matt. v. 14:— 
* Ye are the light of the world." 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. I. 


NOTE A ON VER. 1.—“ RATIONALISTIC ” 
EXEGESIS. 


The rationalistic interpretation of the 
Apocalypse may be summed up as follows, 
after Professor Reuss of Strasbourg, one of 
the latest expositors of this school (L’ Apoca- 
lypse, Paris, 1878) :— 

(a) The design of the Book is to set forth 
the “revelation” of Christ in the objective 
sense ;—i.e., the extraordinary manifestation 
of Christ’s future coming to His Kingdom, 
as the word dzokáAvys is used in 1 Cor. 
i 73 a\Thess. i. 7; 1 Pet.i. 7,13. Accord- 
ingly, the * Apocalypse of John' means the 
* Book of the re-appearance of Christ de- 
scribed by John. In it the Author brings 
together the various eschatological ideas which 
circulated, during his lifetime, in the Jewish 
and Judzo-Christian world; and to add 
aught to, or to take away aught from the 
popular conviction was held by him to be 
an act of sacrilege (ch. xxii. 18, 19). Far 
from containing new and marvellous dis- 
closures, the Apocalypse gives but a meagre 
outline of what the majority of its readers 
already knew and believed. ‘The hopes and 
fears of the early Christians led them to ex- 
pect the immediate manifestation of Messiah ; 
and this expectation the Apostles everywhere 
encouraged (“ novrissaient et caressaient"),— 
Matt. xxiv., xxv.; Acts i. 6; Heb. x. 25; 
Jamesv. 7-9; 1 Pet.iv. 7; 1 John ii. 18. This 
current of ideas our Author describes with 
prophetic enthusiasm ; and he gains the ear of 
the masses by lending the charm of poetic 
allegory to frequent reminiscences borrowed 
from the supreme authority of Scripture. All 
his facts are strung on one chronological 
thread; the principal facts of this continuous 
evolution being the purification of the Holy 
City, and the destruction of Rome (pp. 3-18). 


(4) Visions:—Our fathers, writes Professor 
Reuss, have spoken of the “ Visions” of the 
Prophet of Patmos, as if he had ever been in 
the state of prophetic ecstasy. Of ecstatic 
Visions, we have, indeed, examples in the 
history of St. Paul; but our Author was a 
mere visionary, as many ardent men, at all 
times, are visionaries. For him “ heaven had 
nothing to reveal which the other Apostles 
have not also known and believed: conse- 
quently ‘ Visions, in the theological sense, 
would be quite as superfluous as they would 
be psychologically incomprehensible” (p. 23). 

(c) The time of the End :—The entire dura- 
tion of the Roman Empire from the time when 
the Author wrote, down to the final catas- 
trophe, he himself fixes, after Daniel, at three 
years and a half (ch. xi. 2, 3; xii. 14). “í This 
conclusion can only be evaded by substituting 
for the proper sense of the text a so-called 
spiritual interpretation, which is in truth 
quite arbitrary, and condemned beforehand 
by the Author himself, who at every instant 
repeats that he wishes to be understood 
literally—ch. i. 1, 3; ii 5, 16; ii. rr; 
Xi 143 xxii 6, 7, ro, 12, 20, &c." (ppl as, 
36). 
(4) The Apocalypse is to be interpreted on 
the *Preterist" theory:— The Author has 
sharply defined the horizon which embraces 
the entire range of his prophetic vision, * even 
designating by name [ż.e., the name of Nero— 
see on ch. xiii. 18] the principal personages of 
the drama which he unfolds before our eyes." 
'lhis fact men persist in disbelieving :— 
forsaking the region of primitive Christian 
history, they seek for the meaning of the 
Book along the obscure vista of the future. 
And yet, the entire Apocalypse is no more 
than a * summary, as complete as it is lucid, 
of the hopes which animated the churches in 
the Apostolic age; and which gave them the 


599. 


510 


REVELATION. I. 


strength to brave the world, and the courage 
to conquer it” (pp. 3, 4). 

(e) The date:—The date of the Apoca- 
lypse can be determined with greater exacti- 
tude than that of any other Book of the 
New 'Testament, and even absolutely fixed ; 
although there is not a Roman Emperor, from 
Claudius to Hadrian, under whom expositors 
have not sought to place its composition :— 
* The Apocalypse has been written under the 
reign of Galba; that is to say, in the interval 
between the two epochs when men might have 
known in Asia the death of Nero, which took 
place June 9, 68, and that of Galba, who was 
killed January 16, 69 " (p. 26). Many com- 
mentators, indeed, hold that the Book was 
composed under Domitian, “on account of 
the ancient legend which tells that the Apostle 
was exiled to Patmos by that Emperor; and 
above all, because they suppose that the Author 
may be thus spared the reproach of having 
been deceived in one of his principal predic- 
tions” [e.g. as to the preservation of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, assumed to be predicted 
in Rev. xi. 1]. * We acknowledge,” continues 
Professor Reuss, “that we are touched but in 
a moderate degree by this advantage; since, to 
speak the truth, we do not see that one single 
prediction of his has been realized" (p. 24). 
Indeed, “ scarcely two years after the compo- 
sition of our Apocalypse there came to pass 
events... which in a glaring manner falsified 
it. The three years and a half [Rev. xi. 2] 
had not passed away, and yet Jerusalem, in- 
stead of becoming the abode of the Saints, 
was no more than a heap of ruins; Rome 
was not destroyed by Antichrist ;” &c., &c. 


(p. 37)- 


NorE B ON VER. 4—“ ASIA.” 


The phrase “ Asia Minor,"—first found in 
Orosius (i. 2), or 'Acía 7 puxpa (Constant. 
Porphyr. De Prov, Them, i. 1), was not used 
until the fourth century after Christ. The 
Roman Province “ Asia” properly embraced, 
not all Asia Minor, but only its western 
divisions. For the Peninsula, which we now 
call * Asia Minor" (otherwise Anatolia, 
Natolia, Avarohn) there had previously been no 
proper name; and the region was styled 
"Agia 7] evróe ToU “Advos (Strab. xii., p. 534 ; 
Herod. i. 28); or 7 évrós roð Taópov (Strab. 
4.); or "Acía ù) idlas kaXovuévg (Strab. xii. 
p. 577; Ptol v. 2); or * Asia propria," or 
* proprie dicta" (Plin. H. N. v. 27, 28); or 
absolutely * Asia" (Cic. pro Flacco, 27; pro lege 
Man. 6; Liv. xxvi. 24):—see Forbiger Handb. 
der alt. Geogr. B.ii. 5. 92. St. Irenæus uses the 
expression ev r) káro ’Acia (Ep. ad Florin., 
ed. Ben. p. 399). Neubauer (Geogr. Talm. 
p. 308) observes that * Asia” (w'DN, N'DY) 
is used by the Talmudists as vaguely as by 


Latin and Greek writers, since they speak of 
“ Asia” sometimes as a city (Antioch or 
Laodicea), sometimes as a country. In the 
New Test. “ Asia ” and “ Cilicia” (Acts vi. 9) 
are both regarded as Roman Provinces in 
Asia Minor. 

“ Asia Minor under the Romans was di- 
vided into districts, each comprising several 
towns and having its chief city, in which the 
Courts were held from time to time by the 
proconsul or legate of the province. Each of 
these political aggregates was styled in Latin 
conventus, in Greek Owükgow .... At the 
head of the most important of these political 
dioceses, the * Cibyratic convention’ or ‘ juris- 
diction, as it was called, comprising not less 
than twenty-five towns, stood Laodicea. Here 
in times past Cicero, as proconsul of Cilicia, 
had held his court. (See Ad Attic. v. 16, 21; 
Vind) d ceo 4c In its metropolitan rank we 
see an explanation of the fact, that to Laodicea, 
as to the centre of a Christian diocese also, 
whence their letters would readily be circu- 
lated among the neighbouring brotherhoods, 
two Apostles address themselves in suc- 
cession, the one writing from his captivity in 
Rome (Col. iv. 16), the other from his exile 
at Patmos (Rev. iii. 14),"— Bishop Lightfoot, 
Epp. to the Col. and Philem., p. 8. After the 
year B.C. 49, the three cities, Laodicea, Hier- 
apolis, Colossz, with the rest of the Cibyratic 
union, seem to have been permanently at- 
tached to “Asia”: before that time they are . 
bandied about between Asia and Cilicia :— see 
Bergmann, De Asia provincia, Berlin, 1846. 
Laodicea is assigned to “ Asia" in Boeckh, 
Corp. Inscr. 6512,6541, 6626: “ Asan Asiatic 
Church accordingly Laodicea is addressed in 
the Apocalyptic letter ” (Ibid. p. 19). There 
appears, too, to have been a very intimate 
relation between the other Asiatic cities and 
Ephesus. Thusthe Concord of the Laodiceans 
and Ephesians, the Concord of the Hierapolitans 
and Ephesians, are repeatedly commemorated 
on medals struck for the purpose,—Eckhel, 
iii, pp. 155, 157, 165 (bid. p. 31). 


NOTE G ON VER. 1ro—* THE LORD’S 
Day.” 


The following are some instances of the 
early use of j kvpiaky nuépa to denote our 
Sunday, or ‘First day of the week’: St. 
Barnabas thus refers to -and_ defines the 
phrase :—äyopev thy Tuépav tyy dyddnv eis 
evppoovtyny, év jj Kal 6 Inco0s dvéatn èk vek- 
pov (Epist., c. 15). Dionysius of Corinth :— 
THY KuUpltaKny åyiav Tuépav Sinydyopey (ap. 
Euseb. H. E., iv. He St iint: pese 
cafjBartCovres, GANG Kara Kupiaxny Conv Cavres 
(ad. Magn. c. 9). ‘Tertullian:—‘ Die dominico 
jejunium nefas ducimus (De Corona, 3); and 
again :—“ Non dominicum diem, non Pente- 
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costem " (De Idol. c. 14). Clemens Al. :— 
kupiakyy Tjuépav mor? . . . Ty ToU kvpíov 
dvágracw  Oofá(ev (Strom. vi. 1:2). As 
representing the interpretation of Rev. i. 1o 
by later writers, we may take the words of 
Andreas: Iveúparı áyío yevópevos károxos 
ev Tj) kvpuak]) Tjuépa, Kav rovro rumÓcian 
dud riv dvácraauw, xK. T. N. (in loc., l c, p. 8.) 

On the other hand, the reference of Wet- 
stein and of the * Futurists" to the Day of 
Judgment receives some support from the 
reference of Julius Africanus to the Ogdoad, 
or eighth millennium of the world: raya 
Te Onpaiver TO moNvypóvieov aùŭroð Sud Try 
trepxdoptor dydoada, Kupraxiy ńpépav (Chroni= 
con, 5, ap. Routh, ii. p. 240): cf. Irenzus, 
Adv. Her. v. 28 ; Victorinus, de Fabr. Mundi, 
ap. Cave,i p. 148. (Victorinus is speaking of 
Ps. vi. the title of which is “ Upon the eighth,” 
vmép Tis dyddns,—* David pro die octavo 
Dominum rogat . ... hic est enim revera 
futuri illius judicii dies octavus ”). 

The usual form in the New Test. for the 
first day of the week is 7 pia rév caBfárev, 
Luke xxiv. 1; John xx. 1, 19; Acts xx. 7; 
cf. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. The great * Day of the 
Lord," is expressed by 7 juépa trod Kupiov, 
2 Thess, ii. 2;—or 7j juépa Kvpíov, 2 Pet. iii. 
1o;—or “the Day of Christ," 2uépa Xpioroð, 
Phil. ii. 16: never by 7j kvpiax?) ńuépa. The 
adjective occurs only here and in 1 Cor. xi. 
20 (Kvpiakóv Oetmvov). 


eee 


NOTE D ON VER. 1(—' PERGAMUM.” 


The form usual with Greek and Latin 
writers is the neuter, * Pergamum." ‘Thus 
Forbiger (/. c., ii. 158) writes: “ Pergamum (rò 
Ilépyapov : Strab. xiii. 4, pp. 603, 619, 623 f. ; 
Xen. Anab., vii. 8, 8, 23; Polyb. iv. 48, 2; 
v. 78, 6; Plin. v. 3o, 33) Ilépyapos bei 
Ptol. v. 2; noch j. Pergamo oder Bergama." 
The Greek commentators use the feminine: 
thus Arethas on Rev. ii. 15:—Opdvov è roù 
Sarava thy llépyauov kaAei (ap. Cramer, 
Catena, p. 208). “Instances of the feminine. 
7 llépyagos (Ptolemy, i. 2), are excessively 
rare (see Lobeck, Phryn., p. 422); while the 
neuter, rò llépyapov in Greek, and “ Perga- 
mum” in Latin, occurs innumerable times."— 
french? on ch» ii; 3:2» p. 123. 

Besides * Pergamum " in Asia Minor, we 
read of * Pergamos " which denoted a town 
in Crete, near Cydonia (Plin. iv. 12, 20),— 
see Virg. 47. iil. 133; or a fortress in the 
Pieric hollow by which Xerxes passed (Herod 
vii. 112) :—see Smith's Dict. of Geogr. 


NOTE E ON VER. 15.—‘‘ CHALCOLIBANOS." 


XaAkoA(flavos, ov, 7) (or—favov, ov, TÓ), 
Suidas explains to be a kind of e/ectrum, a 
metal much prized by the ancients (7exrpov, 


Le, dAMórvmov ypuTiov pepwypévov beAG kal 
Aelia). Electrum is “ a natural alloy of gold 
and silver in the proportion of two of gold to 
one of silver.” —Brande and Cox, Dict. of 
Science, in verb. 

The Vulgate translates here by aurichalcum 
(otherwise orei—, or oricbaleum). ‘This word, 
found in the New Test. only here and in ch. 
ii. 18, seems to be taken from the b5p nen 
of Ezek.i. 7 (A.V. * burnished brass"; LXX. 
e€aotparrev), and of Dan. x. 6 (LXX. xaAxós 
aTihBav) : cf. Spwn Ezek, i. 42 T EVITE 
(LXX. :Aekrpov). 

In the Critias of Plato (p. 114, E), among 
the productions of the island Atlantis, is men- 
tioned orichalcum,—rd viv dvopatdpevoy uóvov, 
Tore ðe mA€ov óvóparos Hy TÒ yevos èk yis ópvr- 
TOmevov Operxdkov... rrjv xpvao0 ruuurarov 
ev rois töre dv. So too we read: “ Tibia non, 
ut nunc, orichalco vincta.”—Hor., Ars Poet, 
202; and *Ipse dehinc auro squalentem al- 
boque orichalco "—Virg., Aneid. xii. 87 (cf. 
Cie De Off, iii. 23, 12). 

The rule as to compounds in Greek (and 
also in English, e.g. Prass-mountain and moun- 
tain-brass) that the important word comes 
last, and the qualitative first, ought not (see 
Abp. Trench, Zc., p. 36) to be urged against 
the suggestion, as old as Arethas,—a sug- 
gestion older still, see below,— that the 
meaning depends on the word A/favos; and 
that the meaning therefore is “ brass of Mount 
Lebanon” (so also Ebrard) :—“ Libanus pro 
quolibet monte," says Wolf. Salmasius (fol- 
lowed by Hitzig and Ewald) reads yaAkokM- 
Bavos=“brass of the furnace.” Alford suggests 
XarkodBadiov = “a stream of melted brass." 
Bochart (followed by Grotius, Vitringa, 
Hengst., Trench, Words.) proposes “a hybrid 
formation” from xaA«ós, and }2? = albare, 
to make white, i.e., “brass at a white heat.” 
Words. rather prefers the suggestion of 
Schwartz, viz. from Ae(ge /iquo (as mbavds 
from seí(0o), with the sense, Ziquid or molten- 
brass. Züllig thinks there may be an enigma 
here, founded on the meaning given by Suidas, 
nArextpoy signifies a metal, and also signifies 
amber. Some take \iBavos to be frankincense 
(ch. xviii. 13; see Note B on ch. viii. 3), and 


we have (as xpvaó-mpacos, xpvcó-M6os) a 


sense, copper in ignition, like frankincense 
when red hot. So Ausonius (ap. Salmas., 
ad Solin, p. 810):—6 AifBavos exer rpia 
etdn Oévüpov, kal ó pev åpne Ovouá(erau ya- 
koA(Bavos, 1Xw0ei07)s. kal muppòs Hyouv EavOds. 
Düsterdieck thinks that the word may have 
been a provincialism of Asia Minor. 

In his interpretation of the Arabic text of 
the (lost) commentary of St. Hippolytus (see 
Note A on ch. xii. 3), Ewald says that Hippo- 
lytus agrees with the Peschito,—* Brass of 
Mount Lebanon ”—“ weil der Libanon das 
beste Erz getragen habe" (s. 5). 
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NOTE F ON VER. 20.—“ THE ANGELS,” OF 
THE CHURCHES. 


The use of the word “ Angel” to signify 
the Bishop of a Church is not common; but 
the instances which are met with in early 
writers indicate that the title was clearly 
understood. St. Jerome thus comments on 
1 Tim. iii. 2: * Oportet enim Episcopus] Aut 
Ecclesie princeps non erit, &c. . . . doctorem] 
Tam verbo quam exemplo ...quia Angelus 
Dei Omnipotentis est” [Mal. ii. 7].—Opp., 
ed. Vallars, t. xi p. 1047. The historian 
Socrates also, giving a catalogue of the Egyptian 
Solitaries, describes by this title Serapion, 
bishop of 'Thmuis (cre. A.D. 359): ó Tijs 
Onoviráàv “Ayyedos Zapamiov.— Hist. Eccl. iv. 
23; St. Jerome styling Serapion “ Thmueos 
Egypti urbis Episcopus.”—De Vir. Ill. c. 99. 
Cassiodorus (A.D. 500) notes on Rev. i. 20: 
* Cum sit earum rerum innumera multitudo, 
septem ponuntur ad perfectionem scilicet 
indicandam: unde Angelo Ephesiorum, hoc 
est Episcopo, commonet scribendum.”—Com- 
plex. in Apoc, ed. Migne. t. lxx. p. 1405. 
Primasius (A.D. 550) notes on the same verse: 
“ Angeli Ecclesiarum hic intelligendi sunt 
rectores populi, qui singulis Ecclesiis przsi- 
dentes, verbum vitz cunctis annunciant."—ed. 
Migne, t. lxviii. p. 803. See Melito and 
Gregory Naz. already quoted, Introd., $ 2; 
and the note on ch. ii. 13. 

As stated above Andreas writes thus on 
Rev. i. 20: roórov dé ékáorg dyyedos Pidag 
epéornxe : and Arethas : dorepas è rois 
'"AyyéXovs rois TOY exKANnoL@y éQópovs kaAet 

. Ós é abroU Tod Alov Tis Owkatocüvrs TÒ 
pds xepryovpévovs . . . ékáovyg 0€ Gru” AyyeXos 
émiararei kal 6 ÜeoAóyos Tpnyópios mapabepevos 
ema Té garo—ap. Cramer, l.c., p. 199. 

This explanation, fanciful as it is, has been 
accepted in modern times by writers of repute. 
Thus Lücke (s. 430), who criticizes the theory 
of Vitr., Beng., and others, —viz. that by the use 
of the term “ Angel” St. John meant to transfer 
to the Christian Church the technical expres- 
sion of the Jewish synagogue 2s mow or 
* Legatus Ecclesiz,"—and who observes that 
there is no proof that this expression, which 
most probably signifies simply ^ precentor,” 
was in use in St. John's day, and that such a 
title is unsuitable to the office which is here 
assigned to the “Angels” of the Churches ;— 
himself adopts the theory put forward by Sal- 
masius (De Episc., p. 182), by Gabler (De 
Episc., p. 14), and by De Wette (z /oc.), namely 
that St. John, who has elsewhere (ch. xiv. 18; 
xvi. 5 ; cf. John v. 4) recognized Angels as pre- 
siding over the elements, here follows the usage 
of Daniel (x. 13, 20; xii. 1) by recognizing 
Guardian Angels over the Churches (* welche 
den Gemeinden immanent vorstehen ”). 

Bishop Lightfoot considers that the Stars, 
as opposed to “the earthly fires” of the 
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Candlesticks, are the heavenly representatives 
of the Churches, “ the star shining steadily by 
its own inherent light.” Were this so, each 
“ Star” or “ Angel” must, surely, be equally 
faultless; and yet the “Angels” of the 
churches of Smyrna (ch. ii. 9-11) and Phil- 
adelphia (ch. iii. 8-11) alone of the Seven are 
spoken of without reproof. Again, he objects 
that the “ Angel” is “made responsible” for the 
Church “ to a degree wholly unsuited to any 
human officer,”—Ep. to the Phil., p. 198. This 
is a matter of opinion; but the objection is 
scarcely reconcilable with the statement at the 
close of the Essay that the Christian minister 
is the representative of man to God—of the 
congregation primarily” (p. 265). 

The circumstances under which the Apos- 
tolic office was extended, and the government 
of the Church committed to the Episcopal 
Order, are no doubt obscure. And yet Ter- 
tullian writes expressly: “ Habemus Johannis 
alumnas Ecclesias; nam etsi Apycalypsin ejus 
Marcion respuit, ordo tamen Episcoporum ad 
originem recensitus in Johannem stabit aucto- 
rem.”—adv. Marc.iv. 5. Eusebius also (H. E. 
iii. 23) reports the saying of Clemens Al. to the 
effect that St. John, having on the death of 
the Tyrant removed (per7\6ev) from Patmos 
to Ephesus, åmýet mapakaXoópevos kai emt rà 
mAgoióxepa Tav Over, Grou pèv émigkómovs 
karacTigev, mov è ddas €xkAnolas ápuóaov, 
Srov 0€ kahpe eva yé Tiva KANPOTeV Tay UTd 
Tov mveüparos onpavouévar.—Quis Dives 
salvetur, C. 42. 

Bishop Lightfoot admits that “ this change 
must have been brought about during the 
last three decades of the first century ; and, 
consequently, during the life time of the 
latest surviving Apostle” (/.c., p. 199). The 
Apocalypse here supplies the missing link; 
and by the use of the word “ Angel” furnishes 
the term which marked the gradual change of 
name from “Apostle” to 'Emíckomos Or 
* Bishop," as denoting the supreme Order in 
the Church. The title “Angel” or * Mes- 
senger" is applied to men in Hagg. i. 13; 
Mal.ii.7; iii. 1; and its use here is character- 
istic of the symbolical language of this Book. 
Rothe (Die Anfänge der christl. Kirche, S. 
427) quotes 3 John, 9, ro, where Diotrephes 
is described by St. John himself as holding a 
position far higher than that of Presbyter,— 
the Apostle’s language being unintelligible 
did Diotrephes not fill an office of a very 
special character. That the “Angels of the 
Churches” mean Bishops in the strict sense 
—“ monarchische Bischöfe ”—is held by 
Bunsen (Ignatius, s. 85); while Rothe sees in 
them “an ideal anticipation of Bishops” (/.c., 
s. 423);—the title "AyyeAos, he adds, is 
very significant, denoting not only the con- 
sciousness that the office was necessary, but 
also the conscious effort to realize it. ‘The 
Apocalypse knows the idea of the Episcopate, 
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not merely as relative to a single community, 
but as relative to the assemblage of single com- 
munities, that is, to the Church. Consider 
ch. i. 16, 20; ii. 1; iii. 1:—what is meant by 
these texts but this, that the (ideal) per- 
sonages, in whom the single communities are 
each comprehended in a concrete unity, are 


again comprehended in one by Christ Him-- 


self, Who is present and works in all as their 
common centre? And thus the full idea. o£ 
the Episcopate was already formed out of the 
process of the collective Christian life; not as 
a foreign institution, but as the realizing of. an 
Ideal innate in the Christian consciousness 
itself (s. 425, ff). 

The “ Apostolical Constitutions” supply 
information as to the tradition which had 
reached their writer. In Book VII. c. xlvi. 
(ed. Cotel. t. i. p. 385) the names of “the 
Bishops ordained” by the Apostles. are given 
(wept dé àv ip’ uv yeiporomnbévrav Emickd- 
mov). Among these the writer mentions that 
St. John appointed John to succeed Timothy 
at Ephesus;—at Smyrna, Ariston is the first 
Bishop, and after him. Strateas, son of Lois, 
who is succeeded by another Ariston ;—at 
Pergamum, Gaius ;—at Philadelphia, Deme- 
trius ;—at Laodicea, Archippus is named (see 
Col. iv. 17; Philem. ro). No other Apo- 
calyptic Church is mentioned; but the names 
of “ John” (who is said to have succeeded 
Timothy) and of Ariston, or Aristion (see 
Introd. $ 2, p. 3), are deserving of notice. 
The date of this seventh Book is, like the rest 
of the “ Constitutions," uncertain ;— part of it, 
at least, belongs to the beginning of Cent. iii. : 
so Hilgenfeld (Now. Test. extr. Can., fasc. iv. 
P. 93). Jacobson, in Herzog's Real- Encyclop., 
fixes the date as the beginning of Cent. iv. 

Accepting “the tradition” as to the ap- 
pointment by St. John of Bishops at the head 
ofthe different churches, Neander (4//g. Gesch. 
der Kirche, 3te Aufl. B. i. s. 104) will not 


allow that this Apostle intended to found the 
Episcopate; or, admitting that some exigency 
of the time led St. John himself to ordain 
Bishops (“das Institut der Bischofe . . . 
eingesetzt hätte ”), Neander will not concede 
that this form of Church government was 
intended for all future time. By such arbi- 
trary conclusions any Apostolical ordinance, 
proved to be such, might equally be set aside. 
An impartial writer like Godet observes: 
“Rothe, Thiersch, Neander himself, attribute 
to the influence exercised by St. John the 
stable constitution of the churches ot Asia 
Minor during Cent. ii., the first traces of which 
we already find in the Apocalypse (‘ the Angel 
of the Church’), and a little later in the 
Epistles of Ignatius."— Gom. on St. John’s 
Gospel, Engl. transl., vol. i. p. 60. 

We have here another illustration of the 
importance of fixing the date of the Apo- 
calypse. Bishop Lightfoot is in favour of the 
earlier date. ‘Taking for granted that “ pro- 
bably not more than two .or three years 
have elapsed from the date, of the Pastoral 
Epistles” (A.D. 66 or 67) and the Book of 
Revelation; and also that no distinct traces 
of Episcopal government had appeared in the 
former, Bishop Lightfoot holds it to bescarcely 
possible that the Episcopal organization could 
have been so mature, when the Apocalypse 
was written as the. interpretation (here as- 
sumed to be the. true one) of the name 
* Angel" must involve. The interval supposed 
"seems," he thinks, *quite insufficient to 
account for so great a change in the adminis- 
trationof the Asiatic Churches " (p. 198, &c.). 
(For a different conclusion see the argu- 
ment of Godet; quoted in the Introd., $ 4, 
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“I repeat my conviction," concludes Arch- 
bishop ‘Trench, “that in these * Angels’ we 
are to recognize the Bishops of the several 
Churches” (4a, p. 57). 


Cm IL; II.—THE EPISTLES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 


What the parables of the Gospels are to in- 
dividual men, these Epistles are to the Church 
of all time. In this sense they may be regarded 
—and so the whole Book may be regarded— 
as prophetic; but yet not as foreshadowing, 
as many hold, different states of the Church 
down to the end of all things. Thus, Mede 
considers that we have here “ patterns and 
types of the several ages of the Catholic 
Church from the beginning thereof unto the 
end of the world;” a picture, in short, of “a 
sevenfold temper and constitution of the whole 
Church according to the several ages thereof.” 
Disc. li. on Rev. iii. 19, p. 296. On the 
same principle, Vitringa regards Ephesus as 
representing the Church from Pentecost, to 


New Test—Vou. IV. 


the Decian persecution; Smyrna, from the 
Decian to that of Diocletian inclusive; 
Pergamum, from Constantine to Cent. viii. 
Thyatira, the Church's mission—during the 
first half of the Middle Ages—to the end of 
Cent. xii, and the rise of the Waldenses; 
Sardis, thence to the Reformation; Phila- 
delphia, the first Century of the Reformation 
period; and Laodicea as the type of the Re- 
formed communities in the subsequent times : 
—see note A at the end of chapter ii. 

One cannot, however, overlook the his- 
torical character which is stamped on the 
Epistles throughout,—e. g. ch. ii. 6, 10, 13, 
15; lii. 4, 9, 17,—and which distinctly points 
to a state of things actually before St. John's 
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mind as existing in his own day in the several 
Churches. The Apostle, of course, employs 
such facts as the foundation of his inspired 
teaching; just as he employs the existence of 
the Seven Churches themselves,—or, through- 
out the Book, other historical facts (e. g. the 
Egyptian Plagues, see.on ch. viii. 6),—or the 
details of Jewish worship,—or the different 
phenomena of nature. ‘That -such teaching 
is applicable for reproof or for encouragement 
throughout all future time, is firmly to be 
maintained; but that definite periods of the 
Church are here predicted, or that these 
Epistles refer severally to successive aspects 
of the Divine Kingdom, may well be doubted; 
and this will appear more fully as the expo- 
sition proceeds. This historical character, 
however, of the Seven Epistles, which are 
merely the introduction to the Book, is by no 
means to be ascribed to the rest of the 
Apocalypse, in the sense maintained by 
Preterists and Rationalists alike ;—see Introd, 
§ 12; and Note A, (4) on ch. i. 1. 

Ittameier, in his commentary (Nördlingen, 
1880), starts from this point,—namely, that 
these Seven Asiatic Communities are not 
types of successive ecclesiastical periods, but 
of different conditions or states of the whole 
Church (“ Kirchenzustinde”):—the Seven 
Epistles are not to be regarded as forming a 
section apart from the rest of the Book, but 
the rest:of the Book, and the entire contents 
of the Revelation, are addressed to the Seven 
Churches; and merely expand and develop 
the warnings and the promises which are 
attached to each Epistle. 

The Seven Epistles are all constructed on 
the same model, and all rest on the same 
fundamental thought,—the Coming of the 

- Lord, as announced at ch.i.7. Each Epistle 
consists :—(1) of an inscription containing the 
command to write to such or such a Church, 
uttered by Christ Himself Who there claims 
one or more of the titles drawn from the 
attributes already ascribed to Him (ch. i. 4- 
20), and preceded by the constant prophetic 
formula, “ These things saith He” (cf. Amos 
i. 3, 6, 9, 11, 133 ii. 1, 4,6) ;—(2) of the special 
import of the Epistle, introduced by the 
announcement, ^I know" the condition of 
each; and followed by praise or censure, warn- 
ing of dangers present or future, together with 
words of encouragement, or consolation, or 
threatening (ch. ii. 2-6, 9-10, 13-16, 19-25; 
iii. 1-4, 8-11, 15-20) ;—(3) of a conclusion, 
consisting of two parts, (a) an appeal, * He 


that hath an ear," &c., reminding each at the 
same time that what is said to one Church, is 
said to all; and (4) a promise “To him that 
'overcometh." 

And yet with all this symmetry, the ele- 
ment of diversity is here. Thus, in the 
case of the last four, the order of (a) and 
(b) is inverted, thereby dividing the Seven 
Epistles into groups of three and four (viz. 
‘three churches in ch. ii. 1-17, and four 
churches in ch. ii. 18—iii. 22), as in the case of 
the Vials (see ch. xvi.):—for the Seals and 
Trumpets, see on ch: vi. 1 ; viii. I. (Cf. the 
Seven parables of Matt. xiii..—the first four 
being connected by the words, “ Another 
parable put He forth unto them ;" the last 
three by, “ Again the Kingdom of Heaven 
islike,".&c.). The form, too, borrowed from 
the symbolism of ch. i. 4-20, under which 
Christ appears as He addresses each Church, 
is different. ‘The contents also are varied: 
—thus, for Smyrna and Philadelphia, there 
is praise; for Sardis and Laodicea, reproof; 
for Ephesus, Pergamum, and Thyatira, praise 
and reproof intermingled. 

A. division more ingenious than accurate, 
and which does not suit that division into 
consecutive groups of three and four, or four 
and .three, which is adopted throughout the 
Apocalypse, has been given by Godet (Etudes 
Bibl., p. 294). He, too, divides the Seven 
Epistles into two groups,—but they are 
denoted by the odd numbers 1, 3, 5, 7, and 
by the even 2, 4, 6; the former numbers 
indicating “the different possible degrees 
of the dominion of sin over the Christian 


life in a Church;" and the latter “ the 


different degrees of the victory of the work 
of God over sin.” Thus the tone of re- 
proach is raised progressively from Ephesus, 
through Pergamum and Sardis, to Laodicea ; 
while Smyrna, Tyatira, and Philadelphia are 
praised. This division is clearly inaccurate 
as regards Thyatira, the fourth Church. 
There is, indeed, one feature which con- 
nects the Churches of the odd numbers, viz. 
that “ in these only the formula “ Repent” is 
introduced (ch. ii. 5, 16; iii. 3, 19), followed 
by a menace in case of obstinate hardening,” 
—‘“cette alternance de tableaux lumineux et 
sombres qui sera l'un des caractéres les plus 
frappants du livre entier." And yet here, too, 
we can read in the case of Thyatira (ch, 
li. 21) :— And I gave her [Jezebel] time that 
sbe sbould repent; and she is not willing fo 
repent of her fornication." 
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NTO the angel of the church 
of Ephesus write; These 
things saith he that holdeth the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walketh 
in the midst of the seven golden can- 
dlesticks ; 


CHAPTER II, 


What is commanded to be written to the angels, 
that is, the ministers of the churches of 
I Ephesus, 8 Smyrna, 12 Pergamos, 18 
Thyatira: and what is commended, or found 
wanting in them. 





[Ver. 1 r6 ev “Edéow. Ver. 2 om. 2nd cov.—éreípacas T. héyovras éavro?s ar. [these words, 
not found in 1, Er. supplied, after the Vulg., qui se dicunt apostolos esse]. Ver. 3 imopoviy 
€x. k. €Baor.—om. 3rd xat (bef. 8u4).—kal ov Kexomiaxes.—om. kal od kékukas (added by Er. for 
the rendering of the Vulg. e? non defecisti, which is, however, the rendering of kai où 
kekogziakas. In 1, the verse began with kai éBázriwas. Er.afterwards learned from Stunica, and 
adopted, the correct reading, but did not remove kal o) kékugkas). Ver. 5 om. vrdyei. Ver. 7 
ev T@ mapaüe(ge. Ver. 8 rhs év Sy. ékkN. Ver. 9. om. Tà Epya kai.—daAAÀà mAovgtos.—ék TOV 
Aey. Ver. 10 uj.—[N, B read xai éere. A., P read kai éynre]— Ver. 13 om. rà épya cov kat.— 
om. èv ais [Er., by an error of transcription, reads épais].—ó muords pov. Ver. 14 om. èv bef. 
TG Badak. Ver. 15 0m. rSv.—édpolws (for ò poô. P reads óuoios 0 juo,—2 reading suggested 
by Bp. Wordsworth before P was collated). Ver.16 peray. ody. Ver. 17 om. payeiv amd.—oider 
[6 028. €yvo ei uù) ó AapB., wanting in 1, Er. supplied after the Vulg., quod nemo scit nisi qui 
accipit]. Ver. 19 T. à'ydmrv, K.T- sia Tw, K.T. Ó.akov.—o7n. kai bef. ra éry. Ver. 20 om. ddiya.—adeis 
(for eâs).—ý Aéyovaa.—kal diddoKer kal mXavà roós. Ver. 21 tva perav., kai où Ó£Xet peravoncat 


» ^ > ^ , y 3 ^ 
€k TNS TOpY. avrrs. Ver. 22 épyov avris. 


Trà Babéa.—Badrro.]. 


Ver. 24 Aéyo rois Nour. Trois ——om, kat bef. otrtves.— 





THE EPISTLE TO EPHESUS. (1-7.) 


CHAP. II.—1. Unto tbe angel] ‘The Bishop 
officially represents his particular Church:— 
see on ch. i. 20, and Introd. $ 4, p. 33. A 
few years later (A.D. 107, or A.D. 116) Igna- 
tius wrote to the Ephesians: “ We have re- 
ceived your abundance in the name of God 
by Onesimus, who is your Bishop in love 
unutterable."— Epp. Ign., Cureton's Recension, 
Dir 

of the church in] See vv. il. In ver. 18 
the reading is the same. In the case of the 
other Epistles, we read as in ver. 8. 


Ephesus] Ephesus was the chief city of 
Ionia, on the Caystrus, near the sea, be- 
tween Smyrna and Miletus; the civil as well 
as the ecclesiastical centre of ‘Asia’ (see 
note B on ch. i. 4), of which, in the time of 
Strabo (xix. 1, 24), it was the most import- 
ant seat of commerce. It was styled by Pliny 
** Asig lumen” (H. N. v. 29,31). Under the 
Byzantine emperors Ephesus became the capi- 
tal of the entire province of ‘ Asia,’ (Hierocl., 
p. 658):—see Forbiger, 7. c., ii. p. 189. Here 
St. Paul had laboured (Acts xix.; xx. 31), 
and ordained Timothy as its Bishop (1 Tim. i. 
3; 2 Tim. i. 6) ; the very Bishop, perhaps, to 
whom this first of the Seven Epistles was 
addressed—if we accept the statement that 
Timothy died as a martyr under Domitian 
or Nerva, which his youth at the close of St. 
Paul's career renders not impossible (1 Tim. 
iv. 12; cf. Euseb. H. E. iii. 4; Theodoret. 
Comm. in Epp. ad Tim.; Niceph. H. E. iii. 11). 
By others the martyrdom of Timothy is 


placed under Nero (cf. Photius, God. 254). 
Dorotheus of Tyre (see on ver. 6), circ. A.D, 
300, states that Gaius (1 Cor. i. 14; Rom. 
xvi. 23) was Bishop of Ephesus after Timothy 
the disciple of the Apostle Paul,—4. c. p. 126. 
Ephesus was the chief seat of St. John's 
later ministry (Euseb. v. 20, 24; see Intro- 
duction, $ 4); and from it, as centre, he 
exercised jurisdiction over the surrounding 
churches (3 John 9, 10). ‘The chief church 
at Ephesus (once the seat of the celebrated 
temple of Diana, Acts xix. 27) was dedicated 
to the Apostle (see Procop. Æd. v. 1; Anna 
Comn., p. 319). This once famous city is 
now a mass of ruins; its “Candlestick” is 
indeed removed (ver.5). The sea, it is true, 
has not *as has been supposed, receded far, 
if at all, from the ancient seaboard;" but 
Ephesus and the Turkish town at Ayasalouk 
have alike fallen into decay. “The cause of 
the decay is to be found in the malaria from 
the marshes near the river Cayster,"— W ood's 
Ephesus, pp. 4, 14. 

write; These things saith he| On this 
Opening, common to all the Epistles (see 
above), cf. Isai. vili rr; Ezek. ii 4, XG 
Christ is the speaker throughout. The sym- 
bols of ch. i. 13, 16, explained in ch. i. 20, are 
now combined. 

that holdeth tbe seven stars| ‘The verb— 
cf. vv. 13, 25; ch. iii. 11—is more forcible 
than in ch. i. 16, and recalls the promise in 
John x. 28, while it is suggestive of the 
warnings of ver. 5 and ch. iii. 16. Even 
Sardis and Laodicea are still “in his right 
hand,’—are not yet cast away. 
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2 I know thy works, and thy 
labour, and thy patience, and how 
thou canst not bear them which are 
evil: and thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars : 
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[v. 3—4- 


3 And hast borne, and hast pa- 
tience, and for my name's sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left 
tny first love. 





he that walketh] An addition to ch. i. 13: 
He now appears exercising His Divine 
action among the Churches, —in order, per- 
haps, that the lamps may burn pure and 
bright. The thought refers literally to Lev. 
xxiv. 2-4, and symbolically to Lev. xxvi. 12. 


in the midstof] As in ch. i. 13:— Christ 
“in the midst of” all, renders the individual 
Churches one body,—namely, the Church 
Universal, of which He is the centre. See 
on ch. i. 20, together with the argument of 
Kothe in note F on that verse. 


2. I know thy works,| Cf. the first prayer 
of the disciples, Acts i. 24 :—“ works ” gener- 
ally, good or evil: see also vv. 9, 13, 19; ch. 
iii. 1, 8, 15. 

In the personal address here, and in each 
Epistle, the rule is observed: * Unam facit 
Angeli Ecclesieque personam,"—see on ch. i. 
20. 

and thy toil and patience,] (See vv. //.). 
The active and passive sides of the Christian 
life combined (Words., Alf.),—qualities so 
needful in the idolatrous city of Diana: 
Gf ehi i 95 xiv. T5. 

and that thou canst not bear| See on ver. 3. 


evil men, The word used here, 
xakés, refers rather to the essence and charac- 
ter, while movņpós refers to the acts or 
manifestation : movnpós is the concrete appear- 
ance of what is xakós,—(Cremer, Worterd. d. 
N. Test., s. 465; Trench, N. T. Synon. p. 298); 
for both words cf. ch. xvi. 2; x Cor. v. 8. 


and didst try] ‘Make experiment of, as 
in ver. 10;—see 2 Cor. xiii 5. The dif- 
ferent verb in 1 John iv. 1, means 7o prove, 
to acquire a definite knowledge of. Christ 
proposes the test, Matt. vii. 16. 


them which call themselves apostles, and 
they are not,] (See vv. //.). These persons 
(see Acts xx. 28-30; 2 Cor. xi. 12-15) were 
most probably the Nicolaitans spoken of in 
ver. 6, and more particularly described in vv. 
14, 15; cf. the language of ver. 20. Pro- 
fessor Plumptre (see below on ver. 4) makes 
“ the false teachers " to be Hymenzus, Alex- 
ander, and Philetus (1 Tim. i. 20; 2 Tim. 
ii. 17). This title “ apostles,” argues Reuss, 
is a proof that the Book was not written at 
the end of the century, as the Fathers held; 
for then, no one would have dared to usurp 
the name. 


and didst find them false;] The adjec- 
tive is found only here, in ch. xxi. 8, and in 
Acts vi. 13. The false teachers, notes St. 
Hippolytus (Arabic text; see Note A on 
ch. xii. 3), were Jewish-Christians sent from 
Jerusalem, with whom St. Paul also had to 
contend. 

The theory first started by Schwegler 
has now become a commonplace with Ger- 
man critics,—e. g. Volkmar (Zur Offenb., 
Einleit. s. 25 ft), and Keim (Jesu von 
Nazara, i. s. 160), and the same result is 
repeated by Renan (L’Antechrist, pp. 363— 
476; Saint Paul, pp. 303, 367)—viz. that 
the Apostle Paul and his teaching, as being 
that of * Gentile Christianity," is here, and 
throughout the Apocalypse, assailed by St. 
John, the teacher of “ Jewish Christianity." 
[Volkmar writes: * Direct verworfen wird 
Paulus erstens in den Briefen an die 7 Ge- 
meinden, cap. i—ii,"—s. 28]. Neander justly 
censures this theory as being utterly destitute 
of proof;—see his Gesch. der Pflanz., Bohn's 
transl, vol. ii. p. 161; and, below, note A. 
on ch. iii. rg. The notion, indeed, that the 
author of the Apocalypse, writing to the 
church of Ephesus, could apply the language 
of this verse to St. Paul, the founder of that 
church, carries with it its own refutation. 


3. and thou hast patience and didst 
bear for my name’s sake, and hast not 
grown weary.] The text which the A.V. 
represents is very corrupt,—see vv. //. ‘This 
may be due to the perplexity of the scribes at 
the affinity of the verb, here rendered “to 
grow weary” (xomide), with the noun ren- 
dered “toil” (kóros), in ver. 2; cf. John 
iv. 6. As the verb “to bear" (Bacráco), in 
its figurative sense (cf. John xvi. 12), is re- 
peated in this verse the meaning is “ There 
are things which thou canst not bear [as in 
ver. 2], and things which thou canst bear 
[as here] " (Trench, p. 76). “Thou toilest, 
but dost not feel the toil” (Words.). For the 
use of the verb in its literal sense * to carry,” 
see ch. xvii. 7; and cf. Luke x. 4; John xii. 6. 


4. ButI have [this] against thee,] Cf. 
the similar form, Matt. v. 23. 


that thou didst leave thy first love.] 
Here (see also ver. 20) the A. V. inserts “ some- 
what,” and thus mitigates the censure ; this, 
however, the Greek does not authorize, as it 
does in ver. 14. The words “ thy first Jove" 


v. 5—6.] 


5 Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and re- 
pent, and do the first works; or 
else I will come unto thee quickly, 
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and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou re- 
pent. 

6 But this thou hast, that thou 





plainly convey the same meaning as * the first 
works ” in ver. s. This fact sets aside the 
interpretation of Hengst, Ebrard, Bisping, 
which would apply the words “ thy first love” 
not to the love of Christ, but to the exercise 
of brotherly love. St. Paul, it is said, noted 
the same failing at Ephesus (Eph. iv. 2; 
v. 2); and the falling away which is censured 
here,may have arisen from the zeal of different 
members of that church against the teachers 
of error, out of which grew mutual coldness 
and mistrust. ‘This restriction, however, is 
not authorized by the context. 

The Church is here, for the first time in 
this Book, addressed as a Bride,—see Jer. 
ii. 2; cf. ch. xix. 7. In ver. 19, Thyatira 
is commended for that in which Ephesus is 
here pronounced wanting. Neither in St. 
Paul’s Epistle to this Church, nor in his part- 
ing charge, Acts xx. 17, &c., is there any sign 
that its love for Christ had, as yet, grown cold, 
—although he warns them of dangers which 
were to “enter in" after his “departing,” 
Acts xx. 29,30. A generation at least must 
have passed away, and the thirty years from 
Nero to Domitian must have elapsed, ere the 
change here noted could come to pass. 
We may observe the analogous change in 
the condition of Israel, in the generation after 
joshua:—see Josh. xxiv. 31; Judges ii. 1o, 
ir (Trench, p. 78). Hence the bearing 
of this verse on the date of the Apocalypse :— 
see also Godet, as quoted Introd. § 4 b. 

Professor Plumptre, who places (4 c. p. 3) 
the date “shortly after the death of Nero 
(say circ. A.D. 68 or 69),” disputes (7. c., p. 68) 
this reasoning. The Church of Ephesus, he 
thinks, had its shortcomings im St. Paul's 
time; *the false apostles" (2 Cor. xi. 13), 
* who followed him with ceaseless hostility 
in Galatia, Corinth, Philippi, and Colossz, 
were hardly likely to leave Ephesus un- 
touched " (/.c., p. 64) This, however, is mere 
conjecture. 

5. do the first works ;] ‘As in the time of 
thy first love’ (ver. 4). 

or else I come unto thee,| On the omission 
of the word “ quickly" see vv. ll; and cf. 
ver. 16; ch. iii. 11. 


and I will move thy candlestick out of his 
place,| Cf. ch. vi. 14. Perhaps, the metaphor 
was suggested by the removal from the 
'Temple of the Seven-branched Candlestick, 
which graced the triumph of the Roman 
conqueror, and is still visible as represented 
on the Arch of Titus at Rome. The same 


transfer of a church's privileges is expressed 
under other images, e. g. Matt. xxi. 41; Rom. 
Xi. 17;— Christianity herein differing from 
Judaism, in that this transfer can take place 
only in the case of a particular Candlestick, 
(as, for instance, in the case of Ephesus itself, 
or of the church of North Africa—once the 
church of Augustine), and not of the Church 
Catholic: see Matt. xvi. 18; xxviii. 20. 


6. But this thou bast,] The Lord, in His 
Divine compassion, again (see ver. 2) brings 
forward some good thing which he had found 
in Ephesus. 


that thou hatest the works] Cf. 2John ro: 
“True Christian charity ‘amat errantes, odit 
errores," (Words.). 


of the Nicolaitans,] As noted in the re- 
marks introductory to this chapter, the 
Seven Epistles present a distinctly historical 
character;—see, e. g. ver. r3. As with 
the names found elsewhere in this Book,— 
Egypt, Babylon, Sodom,— so here also Balaam, 
Balak, Jezebel, are historical names, although 
they may be applied mystically. Inreply, then, 
to the question, Who were the Nicolai- 
tans? analogy itself suggests the answer :— 
* An actual sect here denounced by St. John.’ 
Nor is historical proof wanting. Tertullian, 
Irenzus, Hippolytus, followed by Jerome, 
Augustine, and others, expressly state that a 
licentious sect of antinomian Gnostics did 
exist, whose founder was the Deacon Nicolas, 
Acts vi. 5 :—see St. John’s own allusion to the 
Gnostics in ver. 24. Clemens Al. merely says 
that this sect misapplied the words of Nico- 
las—* One must misuse the flesh ” (Strom. ii. 
p. 162); and Dorotheus of Tyre states that 
Nicolas, *one of the Seven," became bishop 
of Samaria, and apostatized from the faith 
along with Simon Magus (see the illustra- 
tions of the Paschal Chronicle, ap. Corp. 
Scriptt. Hist. Byzant., vol. xv. p. 122, ed. 
Niebuhr). Eusebius (H. E. iii, 29) expressly 
tells us that the Nicolaitans were a sect 
who claimed the Deacon Nicolas as their 
founder; that they were censured by St. 
John in the Revelation; and that the sect 
disappeared in a very short time. Ewald too 
(Gesch. des V. Isr., vii. s. 175) admits the 
possible existence of this Gnostic sect, even 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. This 
accordingly, would be the earliest instance 
under Christianity of a sect named after its 
founder. Ewald (/. c., s. 172) also quotes a 
further statement of St. Hippolytus, that 
Nicolas was the forerunner of Hymenzus 
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hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, 
which I also hate. 

He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 


[v y 


churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise 
of God. 





and Philetus (2 Tim. ii. 17),—ap. T. Lagarde, 
Analecta Syr. p. 87, &c. As stated above, 
the historical existence of this sect is not op- 
posed to the mystical interpretation of which 
the key is given in ver. 14, where “the teach- 
ing of Balaam" points to “the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans” (ver. 15). The name Balaam, 
moreover,—which, in Hebrew, denotes “ he 
who vanquishes, or destroys the people,"— 
would thus be the equivalent of Nicolas, as a 
Greek compound, after St. John's manner :— 
e.g. Apollyon — Abaddon, see on ch. ix. 11. 
Balaam, who resisted Moses, is the well- 
known Old Testament type of Antichrist. 
Thus the Targum of Jonathan, on Isai. xi. 4, 
explains that “Messiah will slay Armillus, the 
wicked one ;” where Armillus (= Eremolaos) 
the final Antichrist = Nicolas, or Balaam 
(note B at the end of this chapter). St. John 
himself (1 John ii. 18) tells us: “Even now 
have there arisen many antichrists.” As a 
matter of fact, the tempters of the Church 
in the Apostolic age were those who, like 
Balaam (Numb. xxxi. 16), introduced the free- 
dom of the flesh,—Acts xv. 20; 2 Pet. ii. 15; 
Jude 11; and thus, irrespectively of the ety- 
mology of the names, the licentious Nicolai- 
tans may well be spoken of under the type of 
Balaam, ver. i4. Züllig, iz loc., denies the 
existence of a sect of Nicolaitans; but he re- 
gards the identification of the persons here 
censured with the followers of Balaam, as 
certain, —“ Nikolaiten = Bileamiten." Arch- 
bishop Trench (p. 87), points out that in 
this verse we have not a mere repetition of 
the praise bestowed in ver. 2, which would 
identify the “evil men” of that verse 
with the Nicolaitans here,—but mention of 
a further merit which the Lord acknow- 
ledges in His Church at Ephesus. 

Renan (see on ver. 2) calmly notes on the 
Nicolaitans :—“ Les partisans de saint Paul” 
(125. p.363) 

7. He that hath an ear,| Cf. ch. xiii. 9 :— 
the wonted invitation, not found in St. John’s 
Gospel, to solemn attention; cf. Matt. xi. 15; 
Mark iv. 9; Luke viii. 8; &c. 


what the Spirit saith] Archbishop Trench 
notes (p. 168): “It is the Lord himself who 
speaks throughout ... That the Master is 
speaking and not the servant is remarkably 
attested in the fact of the numerous points of 
contact between these Seven Epistles and the 
words of Christ as recorded in the Gospels, 
in the three synoptic Gospels above all:”—see 
on ch. iii. 3, 5. The Revelation thus proceed- 


ing from Christ (ch. i. 1), the Spirit Who in- 
spired St. John (ch. i. 4) guides the words 
in which it is conveyed :—cf. ch. i. 1o. 


unto the churches.| The plural, although 
but one church is addressed, indicates the 
universal character of the Seven Epistles in 
each of which this formula occurs,—see on 
ch. i. 11. Here also Christ declares: “ What 
I say unto you I say unto all,” Mark xiii. 37 ; 
cf. ver. 23. What follows is put absolutely. 
This appears from the last four Epistles, in 
each of which the ‘ promise’ comes before this 
formula: hence a full stop is required at the 
word “ Churches,” and so in vv. 11, 17. 


To him that overcometh,| The verb is used 
absolutely in this formula which is common to 
all these Epistles ; elsewhere it is absolute oniy 
in ch. xxi. 7 (cf. ch. xv. 2); and, in the case 
of Christ Himself, in ch. iii. 21; v. 53, vi. 2. 
On the other hand, while the strife is 
proceeding the object of the verb is ex- 
pressed :—e. g. ch. xi. 7; xii. rr ; xiii. 7 ; xvii. 
14; and so in John xvi. 33; 1 John ii. 13, 14; 
iv. 45 V. 4, 5. This fact sets aside the ob- 
jection of Lücke (s. 677; see Introd. 
$ 7), that »áv is used differently in the - 
Johannean writings, and in the Apocalypse. 
‘This word is characteristic of St. John. It 
occurs once in the Gospel, six times in the 
first epistle, sixteen times in the Apocalypse ; 
and elsewhere only in Luke xi. 22; Rom. 
ili, 4; Xii. 21. 

to him wil] I give] The pronoun 
is repeated for emphasis ;—see ver. 17, and cf. 
ch. xx. 8; John xviii rr. Christ through- 
out these Epistles (cf ch. xxi. 6) as- 
sumes for Himself, without qualification, 
the distribution of rewards (Heb. xi. 6) in 
the kingdom of glory. Elsewhere, St. Paul 
writes, “the gift of God is eternal life ” 
(Rom. vi. 23); here it is the gift of Christ 
(Trench, p. 91). 


to eat of the tree of life] Ie. to “live for 
ever,” see Gen. ii. 9; iil. 22 :—“ They that do 
things that please him shall receive the fruit 
of the tree of immortality ” (Ecclus. xix. 19). 
At this stage, the promise pauses at the 
pledge of immortality,—see on ver. rr. 
Note too the reference here, in “the tree of 
life,” to the New Jerusalem, ch. xxii. 2. 


which is in the Paradise of God.| See 
v. ll; for the reading “my God” (B, Vulg.), 
cf. ch. iii. 2, 12; John xx. 17. “ After the 
completed victory of Christ, the true and 
perfect Paradise can only be above" (Stier, 


vy. 8—:9.] 


8 And unto the angel of the 
church in Smyrna write; These 
things saith the first and the last, 
which was dead, and is alive ; 

9 I know thy works, and tribu- 
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lation, and poverty, but thou art 
rich, and. Z know the: blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and 
are not, but are the synagogue of 
Satan. 





on Luke xxiii. 43) ;—‘*The tree which dis- 
appeared with the disappearance of the 
earthly Paradise reappears with the appear- 
ance of the heavenly" (Trench, p. 91). 
'The LXX. render by * Paradise? the word 
* garden" where the *garden of Eden" is 
meant (e.g. Gen. ii. 8; iii. 1; Ezek. xxviii. 13); 
and sometimes the word * garden" generally 
(e.g. Isai. i. 30; Jer. xxix. 5):—it is formed from 
Pardés,an Aryan rather than a Shemitic word. 
It is usually held to be Persian ; and the 
A.V. translates it by “orchard ” in Eccl. ii. 5 ; 
Cant. iv. 13; and by “ forest” in Neh. ii. 8. 
Elsewhere in the New Testament we find 
the word “ Paradise” only in Luke xxiii. 43, 
denoting the invisible world in which the 
souls of the faithful await their full felicity ; 
and in 2 Cor. xii. 4, denoting. “the third 
heaven " where is the presence of God. 

rchbishop Trench (p. 95) observes that 
the various promises in these Epistles *look 
on to, and perhaps first find their full ex- 
planation in, some later portion of the 
Book :”—Thus, deliverance from “ the second 
death” (ver. 11) points to ch. xx. 14; xxi. 8j 
—“the new name” (ver. 17) to ch. xiv. 1;— 
“ authority over the nations" (ver. 26) to 
ch. xx. 4;—“‘the morning star” (ver. 28) to 
ch. xxii. 16 ;—“ the white garments? (ch. 
iii. 5) to ch. iv. 4; vii. 9, 13 ;—the name 
written in the Book of Life (ch. ii. 5) to 
ch. xiii. 8; xx. 15; xxi. 27 ;—“ the new Jeru- 
salem” (ch. iii. 12) to ch. xxi. 2, 105 Xxil. 14; 
—the sitting with Christ in His throne (cha 
iii. 21) to ch. iv. 4. The final promise (ch. ii. 
1r) is in contrast to the doom announced in 
ch. xxi. 8;—above all, “the Tree of Life," 
which we meet here at the opening of the 
Book, forms the crowning blessing at its 
close, ch. xxii. 2, 14, 19. 


THE EPISTLE TO. SMYRNA (8-11) 


This is the shortest of the Epistles, as that 
to Thyatira is the longest. 
' 8. And unto tbe angel] According to 
Tertullian (De Prescr. 32), Polycarp was 
appointed Bishop of Smyrna by St. John 
(Irenæus, iii. 3, 4, says “by the Apostles”); 
and, as Ussher argues on the authority of 
Irenæus, was the “ Angel” referred to here, 
— see The Original of Bishops, Works, Elring- 
ton’s ed., vol, vii. p. 50. As stated in the 
Introduction (§ 2), M. Waddington proves 
that the baptism of Polycarp (which most 
probably took place when he was some years 





old) is'to be assigned to the year 69 (Mém. 
de PInstitut, t. xxvi p. 235); and, as the 
date of the Apocalypse is to be assigned to 
the year 96 (see Introd. $ 4), all chrono- 
logical difficulty is removed, and wv. 9, 1o, 
repiesent an historical event as well as 
vv, 6, I3, I5. Dorotheus of Tyre*(/ c4 
p.124) states that Apelles (Rom. xvi 10) 
was “ Bishop of Smyrna before the holy 
Polycarp.” Among its. Bishops the “ Apos- 
tolical Constitutions? give the name of 
Aristion,—see Introd., § 5, p. 38, note}. 


of the church in Smyrna] See vv. Il. 

Smyrna was a populous city of Ionia 
to the north of Ephesus, at the head of 
the bay named after it, to the east of the 
mouth of the Hermes, and on the little 
stream Meles. Its excellent harbour ren- 
dered it one of the most flourishing centres 
of commerce under the Romans. It boasted 
to be the birthplace of Homer, to whom a 
statue was erected in a building styled rò 
“Ounpecov; and there was also a Temple of 
Cybele (Strabo, xii. 3, 27 ; xiv. 1, 37). Itis 
still the centre of the trade of the Levant. 
Polycarp was Bishop of Smyrna (see above), 
and suffered martyrdom there on Feb. 23, 
A.D. 155, under Antoninus Pius, eighty-six 
years,as he himself testified, after his baptism; 


the first and the last,| A title taken from 
ch. i. 17, and found again'only in ch. xxii. 13. 


which was. dead, and lived [again];] 
These words are taken from ch. i. 18. Gr. 
became dead:—for the idea conveyed by 
éyévero, see on ch. i. 9. 


9. I know thy tribulation, and thy 
poverty] The words, “ works, and," read in 
vv. 2, 19; ch. iii. 1, 8, 15, are omitted here 
and in verse 15 :—see vv. l. 

but thou art ricb,] Le, before Christ;— 
cf. ch, iii. 17; Matt. vi. 20; 2 Cor. vis 10; 
Hengstenberg sees here a. reference to the 
name “ Polycarpus, rich in fruits ;" he also 
sees an allusion to James ii. 5-7. 


and the blasphemy of them], I. e., “ proceed- 
ing from them :”—see. vv. Il: 


which say they are Jews, and they ~are 
not,| As in. ch. iii. 9,—‘‘are not worthy to 
be so called” (Rom. ii. 28, 29; cf. John 
iv. 22; vill. 39). In this Book, by “ Jews” 
are denoted the people of God,—the true 
Israel: see on ch. xi, 2. The “ Epistle of 
the Church of Smyrna,” giving the account 
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10 Fear none of those things 
which thou shalt suffer: behold, 
the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried ; 
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of the martyrdom of Polycarp (c. 12, 13, 
17), tells how the Jews joined the heathen 
in their persecution :—cf. Acts xiii. 50 ; xiv. 
2, 5, 193 Xvli, 55 XZVL a; 1 Thess, ii. 14, 15. 
'This reference to Jews properly so called 
(some try to maintain that they were false 
Christians,) is confirmed by the words which 
follow :— 

but [are] a synagogue of Satan.] Cf. 
ch. ili. o; and see ch. xii. o; John vill. 44; 
xiii. 27. The term “synagogue” is con- 
fined to the Jews (see Trench, Sys. of 
N. T.), except in James ii. 2; and thus, it 
represents here the Jewish antagonism to the 
Church. So, “the throne of Satan" (ver. 
13) denotes the heathen antagonism; “ the 
depths of Satan” (ver. 24) denoting the bere- 
tical antagonism. Renan again notes here: 
“Les partisans de saint Paul ;’—cf. on vv. 
2,6. Seethe proof for the date of the Apoca- 
lypse founded on this verse, Introd. § 4. 

Smyrna and Philadelphia (ch. iii. 8) alone 
are not censured:— Smyrna, alone of the 
Seven Churches, remains to this day. 


10. Fear not the things which thou art 
about to sufer:| Cf. Acts ix. 16; Matt. 
x. 16-31. Why this suffering is to be prized 
will be declared presently. 

the devil) Gr. Diabolos (cf. ch. xii. 9, 12; 
xx. 2, 10),—the rendering given in the LXX, 
(e.g. Job i. 6) of Satan, as the “accuser” 
(ch. xi. 10); not daimonion, which signifies 
an evil spirit of inferior order (see ch. ix. 20; 
xvi r4, xviii. 2), and which is always used 
by St. John instead of daimon: e.g. John 
vil. 20; vill. 48, 49, 525.2%, 20, 21 (Introd. 
$ 7). 

is about to cast] That’the Devil was 
the author of their sufferings is implied in the 
reference in ver. 9 to Satan, who uses Jews 
and heathen as his instruments (John xiii. 
27 ;—cf. The Epistle of ithe Church of Smyrna, 
c. 3). 

that ye may be tried;| Le, by God's 
gracious frials, James i.2, 3; 1 Pet. i. 6, 7 
(Trench; Ewald). Others understand the 
temptations, just referred to, of the Devil as 
the agent (note the use of tva), and pointing 
to ch. iii. 10; Luke xxii. 31 (Düsterd., Alf.). 
— and ye shall bawe]  Or,;aceording to the 
reading of some manuscripts, “and may 
have," see vv. //.:—so Diisterd., who refers 
to the limit which the Lord assigns to His 
servants’ trials; Matt. xxiv. 22. 


tribulation ten days.| Or, Gr., a tribu- 


[v. ro. 


and ye shall have tribulation ten 
days: be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of 


life. 


lation of ten @ays,] The expositions 
are various :—(1) Ten literal days (Grotius, 
Bengel, Herder); or, perhaps, in a wide 
-sense, the days during which the outbreak of 
the persecution under M. Aurelius lasted, in 
which Polycarp:suffered, Euseb. iv. 15 (Stern, 
Words.) ;—(2) a very short period, see Gen. 
xxiv. 55; Num. xi 19; 1 Sam. xxv. 38; Dan. 
i. 12 (Ewald, Trench, and the majority) ;— 
(3)avery long:period, see Gen. xxxi. 41; Num. 
xiv. 22; Job xix. 3 (Ribera, Cor. a Lapide), 
ten standing ‘for a multitude, e. g. 7ez talents : 
Mr. White (Symbolical Numbers, p. 115) ex- 
plains “to the very end:” cf. Deut. xxiii. 3, 
with Neh. xii. 1;—(4) on “the Year-day " 
theory (see Ezek. iv. 6, and Introd. § 11), 
the ten years’ persecution, A.D. 81-91, under 
Domitian (Cluverus ap. Calov.); or under 
Decius and Valerian, A.D. 249-259 (Vitringa); 
or under Diocletian, A.D. 303-313 (Daubuz, 
Faber, Birks): see note C at the end of this 
chapter;—(5), the żen persecutions said to 
have occurred from Nero to Diocletian (Stier, 
Ebrard). Perhaps (2), with a reference to 
(1), suits best the numerical symbolism of 
the Apocalypse; “a day” denoting a com- | 


‘paratively short division of time,—cf. ch. 


xviii. 8; an see Introd. § 11 (b). 

Be thou faithful] Or *Shew thyself 
faithful" (yivov mords—see Thuc. v. 6), 
cf. John xx. 27. 

On the force of the singular “ thou,"—that 
is, the “ Angel,’—see on verse 2. 


unto death,| I.e. not to thy life's end, 
but, ‘ even to the endurance of death,’ ‘to the 
worst that the enemy can inflict,’ see ch. 
xii. 11; Matt. xxiv. r3;—the death of the 
body, distinguished from “‘the second death,” 
ver. r1 ::cf. Acts xxii. 4. How this fidelity is 
exhibited we learn from ch. xvii. 14. 


the crows of:life.] The gen. of apposition, 
—life as a crown (De Wette),—the lite 
over which death has no power: compare 
“thy crown,” ch. iii. rz. Only here, and in Jas. 
1. 12, does this expression “ the crown of life” 
occur: but we have the kindred expressions 
“the crown of righteousness,” 2 'T'im. iv. 8: 
‘the crown of glory that fadeth not away,” 1 
Pet. v. 4,—the latter passage clearly expressing 
the sense, “ the garland of victory,” a metaphor 
fully explained by such texts as 1 Cor. ix. 24, 
25; 2 Tim. ii. 5. No emblem is more fre- 
quent in the Bible; it was common to the 
Jews and to other nations, With the 
Greeks the wreath or garland (oréqavos) 
of olive leaves, was the emblem of victory in 


v. 10.] 


the public games; with the Romans the vic- 
torious general received a garland o1 crown 
of laurel. Among the Jews also a similar 
usage prevailed :—the garland which was the 
emblem of joy (Ecclus. vi. 31 ; xv. 6; 3 Macc. 
vii. 16), was also the ornament at the solemn 
reception of a prince and leader (Jud. iii. 7), 
or in celebration of a victory (Jud. xv. 13); 
and, in a religious sense, the festive decoration 
of the temple (1 Macc. iv. 57):—cf. Acts xiv. 13. 
As with the Greeks and Romans, the Jews 
also used garlands at feasts (Isai. xxviii. 1, 4 ; 
Ezek. xxii. 42); and at marriages (Cant. 
iii, 11). The garland or crown is the typical 
representation of an honourable decoration 
(Job xix. 9; Isai. xii. 3; cf Phil. iv. 1; 1 
Thess. ii. 19). Hence the allusions to the 
Greek games which occur (see above), in 
_a religious sense, in the New Testament as 
metaphors to describe the Christian course,— 
e.g. in Gal ii. 2; Phil. iii. 14; here also, 
and in ch. iii. 11; iv. 4,10. Forthe full sense, 
‘the conqueror’s crown,’ see ch. vi. 2. Stier 
sees in the symbolical name of the First 
Martyr—Stephanos = “a crown ”—a pro- 
phecy of the “crown of life" which awaited 
him :—The Words of the Apostles, Engl. tr. 
P. 138. 

In his New Test. Synonyms (p. 76), Arch- 
bishop Trench sees here * the emblem, not of 
royalty, but of highest joy and gladness 
(Ecclus. vi. 31), of glory and immortality." 
Commenting, however, on this verse (p. 
109), he explains the werd "crown" as 
meaning “the diadem of royalty” (so also 
Zillig, Z c, i. 310),—although a different 
word (ôiáôņnpa, diadem) is employed, in this 
signification, in ch. xii. 3; xili 1; xix. I2. 
The “golden crowns (arépavor)” he adds, 
* of ch. iv. 4, 1o, can only be royal crowns 
(cf. ch. v. r0).” And again *eorédavos is the 
word which all the Evangelists employ of 
the crown of thorns, evidently a caricature 
of royalty, which was planted on the Saviour's 
brows” (see below). St. Paul, proceeds the 
Archbishop, freely drawing his imagery from 
the Greek games, can describe the victor's gar- 
land as “a crown:"—his.culture was Hellenic 
as well as Jewish; but'not so the Christians 
of Palestine. To them these Greek games were 
not only strange, but *the objects of their 
deepest abhorrence” (Joseph. Antz. xv. 8, 1- 
4). Tertullian’s point of view (Scorp. 6) would 
very much have been theirs: “And then 
(he adds) to me at least, decisive on this 
point is the fact, that nowhere else án the 
Apocalypse is there found a single image 
drawn from the range of heathen antiquity. 
.... The palms in the handsof the redeemed 
who stand before the throne (ch. vii. 9), 
may seem an exception to the universality of 
this rule; but really are far from being so. 
It is quite true that the palm was for Greek 
and Roman a token of victory, but this * palmi- 


REVELATION. II. 


ferous company’... do not stand before 
the throne as conquerors,— T'ertullian's expo- 
sition, ‘albati et palmis victorie insignes" 
(Scorp. 12), being at fault,—but as those who 
keep the true Feast of Tabernacles, the Feast 
of Rest, of all the weary toil in the wilderness 
accomplished and ended. As such, and to 
mark them for what they are, they bear, 
according to the injunctions of the Old Tes- 
tament, the branches of palms in their hands 
(Lev. xxiii. 40), —4 c., p. 110. (Hengstenberg, 
on ch. vii 9 adopts the same interpre- 
tation). 

‘Two points, however, are to be noted with 
respect to this interpretation of the metaphor: 
—(x1) It is not quite evident that the three 
Evangelists who mention “the crown of 
thorns" (Matt. xxvii. 29; Mark xv. 17; John 
xix. 2, 5) understood thereby “a caricature 
of royalty." Their narratives, when examined, 
seem to indicate that the minds ofthe Roman 
soldiery were occupied by the charge that 
our Lord incited an insurrection against 
Cesar ; and that, in order to scoff at His 
pretensions, the soldiers crowned Him with 
a mock laurel wreath, like that worn by the 
Emperors (who did not wear a kingly crown), 
and which is represented on their coins. The 
“thorns” of which the mock wreath was 


made, were the numerous and sharp thorns 


of a plant found in Palestine, the flexible 
twigs of which replaced the laurel:—see the 
note on Matt. xxvii. 29. (2) As tothe absence 
from the Apocalypse of images drawn from 
the range of heathen antiquity, one must 
recollect the use of the term, (pus, to denote 
a “ rainbow,”—of which the only instances in 
the New Test. are in Rev. iv. 3; x. 1,— 
and which is, surely, an exception to the uni- 
versality of the rule: see also the instances 
which seem to be afforded by ver. 17, and ch. 
xii. 16. In place of the mythological Iris 
the Septuagint has rò róé£ov to denote “ ze 
dow in the cloud” (Heb. NYD), Gen. ix. 13, 
14, 16; Ezek. i. 28;—ró£ov being found in 
the New Testament only in Rev. vi. 2, and 
there signifying the implement of war. 

“The garland,” or “crown of victory,” 
‘then, seems to be the sense which must be 
adopted here. The “diadem,” not the 
“ crown,” was the ancient emblem of royalty ; 
and this distinction it is important to keep 
in view with reference to the interpretation 
of Rev. xiii. and Rev. xvii. On this distinc- 
tion see Note D, at the end of this chapter. 

The writer in Smith’s Dict. of the Bible, art. 
Smyrna, would refer to the custom of pre- 
senting a crown to the priest at the end of 
his year of office; the title “ garland-wearer ” 
(areQavndópos),1n this sense, occurring in the 
inscriptions of Smyrna:—see Boeckh, Corp. 
Inscr. Græc., vol. ii. p. 752, No. 3190, &c. 

Zeller has raised a question on the fact 
noted above,—viz., that the phrase, “the 
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11 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death.. 

12 And to the angel of the church 
in Pergamos write ; These things 
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[v. 11—13. 


saith he which hath: the sharp sword 
with two edges ; 

13 I know thy works, and where 
thow dwellest, even) where Satan’s 
seat. is: and thou holdest fast my 
name, and hast not denied my faith, 





crown of life," isfound inthe New Test. only 
in this place, and im Jas. i. rz. He considers it 
to be a difficulty which expositors have not 
answered, ‘where is “the crown of life” 
spoken of in Jas. i. 12 promised?’ His 
conclusion is that Rev. ii. 10, “and no 
other, is the passage which floats before 
the mind” of St. James. Forgetting that 
the idea of the Christian course, and of the 
prize resulting from it (1 Cor. ix. 24), 1S, as 
pointed out above, the idea which underlies 
the whole teaching of the New Testament, 
Zeller can find no other solution of * the diffi- 
culty" caused by the use of this phrase in 
the Epistle of St. James; than thatthe author 
wrote subsequently to the composition of 
the Apocalypse—which he saw and copied— 
most probably before the end of the first 
century. 'The author of the Apocalypse, 
Zeller “conjectures,” ^ first formed the idea 
of ‘the crown of life? from ‘the crown’ of 
Zechariah (vis 14, LX X.) ;—' the crown of 
life’ standing in expressive contrast to ‘the 
truth unto death, thus presenting a thought 
similar to that in Matt. x. 39."— Zeitschrift 
für wissenschafil. Theologie, 1863, s. 93: 
Zeller concludes by adding that in the Epistle 
ascribed to St. James we have thus gained a 
valuable testimony to the Apocalypse, and 
one, too, of the highest antiquity (“wohl 
durch kein anderes von gleichem Alter zuer- 
setzendes "). 


11. unto the churches.| A full stop is to be 
placed after “ churches ;"—see on ver. 7. 


shall not be burt] “in no wise":—much 
more than a mere negative,—see John vi. 37. 


of tbe second deatb.] A phrase found only in 
the Apocalypse :—it is defined to be “the lake 
of fire,” in ch. xx. 145: xxi. 8; cf. ch.i. 18. Na- 
tural death is common to all men—the death 
of the body (ver. 10); the'second death is that 
of body and soul, ‘This expression is not 
unusual in the later Jewish theology: e.g. 
“__improbos, qui moriuntur morte secunda 
et adjudicantur Gehenne,—Targ. in Ps: 
xlix. 11, ap. Wetst.; see also Mede; Works, 
p. 572. “The death in life of the lost, 
as contrasted with the life in death of the 
saved " (Trench, p. 111). Note, that St. John, 
in ver. 10 and elsewhere, abstains from the 
use of the phrase, “the first death,” which we 
might have looked for, in this context, as the 
antithesis to “the second death. See on ch. 


xx. 5, 6; on which place Victorinus thus com- 
ments: “The first resurrection is now,— 
the resurrection of souls by faith, which does 
not permit men to pass to the second death. 
Of this resurrection:the Apostle (Col. iii. 1) 
writes: ‘If ye then be risen with Christ,’ 
&c." (ap. Galland., iv. p. 63.) 

In verse 7 the promise pauses at immor- 
tality,—* the life that knows no ending.” Here, 
it rises to deliverance from the doom (Ge- 
henna) foreshadowed in Matt. x. 28 (“Vita 
damnatorum mors est,”—August.); cf. ch. xx. 
6. Hengst. notes on ch. xx. 14: “The first death 
has, as it were,two lands over which its ruleex- 
tends:—(1) One in time, before the separation 
of soul. and body (Luke xv. 32; 1 Johniii.14), 
the state of those who allow:sin to reign over 
them in this life. (2) Theother death follows 
after the first ; and into it they fall who have 
not-been softened by the judgment of the first 
death;"—seech.xxi.8. This thought of “ the 
second death,’ or exclusion from eternal life, 
is peculiar to St. John, —see John xi. 25, 26; 

1 John v. 16,.17. 


THE EPISTLE TO PERGAMUM (12-17). 
12. And unto.the angel] See on ver. I. 


in-Pergamum] On the form of this word 
see Note C, at the end of ch.i. Pergamum, in 
Mysia, on the Caicus, the most northerly of 
the Seven Churches, is styled by Pliny (H. N. 
v. 33) “by far the most illustrious city of 
Asia" (see Note B, at the end of ch. i.). 
Under the Byzantine emperors its prosperity 
declined when Ephesus became the capital 
of the newly-formed province of * Asia 
Minor':—see on ver. r. It had been the 
chief seat of the kings of the family of 
Attalus, under whose dynasty it became a 
city of temples, — Zeus, Athene, Apollo, 
Dionysus, Aphrodite, being the objects 
of worship. Its principal cultus, however, 
was that of /Esculapius, whose temple, of 
which the ruins still remain outside the city, 
was regarded as an “ asylum ” ('Fac., Azz. iii. 
63). Here Galen the physician was born 
(ob. A.D. 200). Its famous library of 200,000 
volumes, fóunded'by Eumenes II. (B.C. 197— 
159), was given by M. Antonius to Cleo- 
patra (Plut. Anton., 58), and was destroyed, 
with that at Alexandria, under the Caliph 
Omar. Parchment (charta pergamena) de- 
rives its name from Pergamum (Plin. xiii, 
mur) 


v. 14.] 


even in those days wherein Antipas 
was my faithful martyr, who was slain 
among you, where Satan dwelleth. 


REVELATION, Il. 


I4 But I have a few things against 
thee, because thou hast there them 


that hold the doctrine of ^ Balaam, , «25 





the sharp two-edged sword;] The attri- 
bute of Christ in ch. ;. 16 is repeated, and 
is the basis of ver. 16 below. 


18. Iknow where thou d wellest,] The 
reading as in ver. 9:—omit “ thy works, 
and,” see vv. Il. 


[even] where the throne of Satan is:] 
The notorious idolatry of Pergamum gives 
this description, repeated at the close of the 
verse, its historical foundation. The /Fscu- 
lapius of Pergamum rivalled the fame of 
Diana at Ephesus, and of Apollo at Delphi. 
The chief reference, accordingly, is to the 
worship of /Esculapius whose well-known 
symbol was a serpent (see ch. xii. 9; xx. 2, 
and cf. 1 Cor. x. 20); “and who is so repre- 
sented on-the coins of Pergamum, and is called 
* PergameusDeus'— Mar&ial.ix. 17” ( Words.). 
For this obvious sense others substitute simply 
a reference to ver. 10,—where the devil is 
represented as the author of persecution 
which, at Pergamum, was always intense 
(Euseb. iv. 15), and of which this verse sup- 
plies an instance. Burger insists on the fact 
that Pergamum was the seat of a supreme 
Court of Justice, from which the first sen- 
tences of the Roman magistracy against the 
followers of Christ proceeded ; and hence the 
expression “ the throne of Satan.” Of course 
this aspect of Satan’s. work is included here. 
The A. V., by rendering, throughout the Apo- 
calypse, the Greek noun 6póvos by “ throne,” 
when it refers to our Lord (e. g. ch. iii. 21); 
but by “seat,” when it refers to Satan (as here ; 
ch. xiii. 2; and ch. xvi. 10), or to the faithful 
(ch. iv. 4; xi. 16),—obliterates the two great 
ideas which pervade the whole New Testa- 
ment; viz.,“the hellish parody of the heavenly 
kingdom” by Satan; and the share of the 
faithful in Christ's sovereignty: see. Trench, 
On the Auth, Vers., p. 53. 


and thou boldest fast my name,] Cf. ver. 1; 
ch. iii 11;—1+.¢., still, at the present time. 
This fidelity was proved on a special occa- 
sion, as follows :— 


and didst not deny my faitb,] Gf. ch. xiv. 
12; the “name,” as objective (John i. 12; 
Acts ix. 14), is parallel to the “faith,” as sub- 
jective. 


even in the days of Antipas my wit- 
ness] Or '*zartyr,——cf Acts xxii. 20. 
Omit “ wherein,” see vv. ll. Luther, follow- 
ing the error of Erasmus, translates “in 
meinen Tagen.” [A reads dvreimas,—and the 
Copt. renders “‘et in diebus prodidisti testem 
Jidelem."] 





my faithful one,] The text here is 
perplexing: in that which is adopted, Antipas 
is regarded as the gen. of an indeclinable 
proper name (so De Wette, Bleek, Alf.) with 
appositional nominatives as in ch. i.. 5 (Ewald 
notes: “fiir 'Avríras, ist 'Avríra herzu- 
stellen.”—s. 133). The alternative reading 
gives: “even in the days wherein [was] 
Antipas my faithful witness" (so 
Words).  Ebrard takes the clause as an 
‘anacoluthon,’ and the sense to be: “ Where- 
in Antipas... who was slain,’—the 
latter words having been changed into a rela- 
tive clause, owing to the addition of *my 
faithful witness.” Diisterd. considers that 
the Vulgate (“et in diebus [illis] Antipas testis 
meus fidelis, qui occisus est”) represents the 
true reading :—“and in [those] days [was] 
Antipas my faithful witness, who was 
slain” (“und in den Tagen [war] A. mein 
treuer Zeuge welcher, w. s. w.’). Bengel, 
reading ais, supplies, “Even in the days in 
which A. did not deny my faith.” 

who was killed] Explanatory of “wit- 
ness,"—see ch. vi. 9; xx. 4.. Of Antipas (= 
Antipater, Joseph., duit. xix. 1-3) nothing his- 
torical isknown. Andreas (zz /oc.) tells us that 
“he had read” thé account of his martyrdom 
at Pergamum; perhaps the account of the 
ancient martyrologies (see Menol. Gr. iii. 5) 
which state, on his day, April 11, that he was 
the predecessor of the “ Angel” or Bishop, 
and that he suffered’ under Domitian :—see 
Stern in Joc., who quotes to this effect Simeon 
Metaphrastes. Dollinger (The first Age of the 
Church, Oxenham’s transl., i., p. 168) observes 
that “there can be no mistake here as to 
Domitian and his persecution being meant.” 
This persecution is referred to by Dion 
Cassius (lxvii. 15); and so severe were its 
cruelties, that they were noticed by a heathen 
writer of the period, Bruttius (see Euseb. 
Chron. ii, ad Olymp. 218; cf. Chron. Pasch., 
vol.i. p. 468, ed. Dindorf). "Tertullian also 
names Antipas as a martyr (“Item ad Per- 
gamenorum: [angelum] de Antipa fidelissimo 
martyre interfecto in habitatione Satanz.”— 
Scorpiace, c. 19). 

Aretius, followed by Hengst. and Stier, ex- 
plains the name symbolically, as ‘the oppo- 
nent of all,’ * Antikosmos;' for Antipas = dvri 
závrov, just as Timothy = ‘Honour God’ 
And thus, with Cocceius, Antipas is a mystic 
name under which Athanasius (viz., * Athana- 
sius coutra mundum") and others of the 
orthodox are to be prophetically understood ; 
and Vitringa (p. 98) makes the mystic Perga- 
mum to be Alexandria, the see of Athanasius, 
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who taught Balac to cast a stumbling- 
block before the children of Israel, to 
eat things sacrificed unto idols, and 
to commit fornication. 

15 So hast thou also them that 
hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate. 


REVELATION. II. 


fy. 155915. 


16 Repent ; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden 





E. Schmidt notes, * Antipas = 'Avrízaza." 
But all this is to trifle with the sacred text. 

That a martyr Antipas suffered at Per- 
gamum, this verse renders certain: “II n'est 
pas douteux qu'il n'y ait là-dessous un martyr." 
—Renan, /. Ci, p. 183. 


where Satan dwelleth.| Burger appeals to 
this repetition of the reference to Satan, after 
the mention of the martyrdom of Antipas, in 
confirmation of his explanation (see above) of 
the phrase “The throne of Satan.” [The 
Arabic] Hippolytus, observes Ewald (see 
Note A on ch. xii. 3), understands by these 
words Jerusalem, “ because he could find no 
other as the faithful martyr who had fallen 
there except Christ. It follows therefore that 
the author did not know the reading Antipas ” 
(J. ¢.,,8. 6). 


14, But I have afew tbings] Few as com- 
pared with the things approved in ver. 13,—cf. 
ver. 4; not (as Luther, Hengst.) “a little 
matter.” 

thou bast there some that ,bold| Even 
“ there” where my name is held fast, see ver. 
157 

the doctrine of Balaam,] See on ver. 6. The 
name Balaam had become typical of any who 
played the part of a prophet with regard to 
the heathen, and of a seducer with regard to 
Israel:—see Num. xxii. 5; XXV. 1—9; xxxi. 16. 
The history of Balaam is held out as a con- 
stant warning in the New Testament:—1 Cor. 
x.8; 2 Pet. ii. 15; Jude 11. 


who taught Balak] See vv. II. ;—the dative 
here (the accus., as in ver. 20, is the regular 
construction) is a Hebrew idiom, as most 
writers hold:—cf. Winer, § 32. It is not a 
dativus commodi, meaning “for Balak,” “in 
the interests of Balak,” as Bengel and Hengst. 
argue. On the sin of Balaam, see Josephus, 
Antt. iv. 6, 6. 


a stumbling block] “ Properly a trap, or more 
precisely, that part of the trap on which the 
bait is laid, and the touching of which causes 
the trap to close upon its prey; then gene- 
rally any Joop or noose set in the path.’— 
Trench, in loc., p. 118. 


sacrificed unto idols,| Cf. Acts xv. 29; xxi. 
25; 1 Cor. viii. ro-13 ;—a temptation (see 
'Trench, p. 119) * which addressed itself ex- 
clusively to the converts from heathenism," 





in whose former existence sacrifice had bound 
itself up in almost every act of social life. 


And thus a searching test was supplied from 
the first of the Christian's sincerity,—1 Cor. 
Kj 205 2. 

fornication.] A reference to the impure 
character of the heathen festivals :—cf. the re- 
ference to both sins, r Cor. x. 7, 8; Num. 
xxv. 1, 2; and see‘on ch. xvii. 1. Renan (cf. 
on vv. 2, 6) discovers here a new allusion to 
the teaching of St. Paul, relying upon an 
assumed indifference on his part, as shown 
in r Cor x. 23-27, to heathen usages. 
This notion is at once set aside by 1 Cor. 
vili 9-13; x. 28-31. As Balaam was the 
forerunner of the * False Prophet " (ch. xvi. 
13), ‘so was Jezebel (ver. 20) of the great 
Harlot (ch. xvii. 1). See on ver. 17. 

15. So hast thou.also| * AsBalak had Balaam 
for a false teacher, so hast thou also, &c.,—for 
the sins to which Balaam allured Israel were a 
type of the sins (ver. 14), to which the doc- . 
trines of the Nicolaitans now seduce thee.’ 
Or, ‘So hast thou as well as the ancient 
Church of Israel? Or,'as well as the Church 
of Ephesus, ver. 6. Or, “So” (otras) is 
pleonastic, ‘Thou hast also,—see ch. iii. 5, 
16; ix. ry; John iv. 6; xiii. 25. 

some that bold tbe doctrine of tbe Nicolaitans | 
Viz. the sins to which Balaam had tempted,— 
eating things offered to idols, and fornication. 
The sin of Pergamum, described in ver. 14, is 
here identified with “the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans ;’—see ‘on ver. 6,.and note B at 
the end of this chapter. As this sect had its 
parallel in the days of Balaam, so also (ver. 
20) it has a representative in the more recent 
case of Jezebel,—1 Kings xxi. 25, 26. Pro- 
fessor Plumptre denies the identity of the 
Balaamites and the Nicolaitans; although he 
admits that the latter «arrived at the same 
goal by a different path” (/.c., p. 121) :—viz., 
by an overstrained asceticism and scorning the 
body. P 

in like manner.) The true text gives 
this sense, in place of the Authorized Version, 
“ whieh thing I bate,"—see vv. ll. 


16. Repent therefore; or else I come to 
thee quickly,| ‘The insertion of “therefore” 
(odv,--see vv. //.) is important, as indicative 
of St. John’s style:—see Introd. $ 7. On 
the word “quickly,” see ch. iii. 11; xxii, 7, 


v. 17.] 


manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name 


REVELATION, II. 


written, which no man knoweth 
saving he that receiveth ;f. 





12, 20; and cf. ver. 5. As noted on ch. i. 3, 
language specially referring to the Second 
Advent, is associated with a judgment about 
to fall on Pergamum :—see on ch. iii. 3. 


and Y will make war against them with 
the sword of my moutb.] Ct. ver. 12. Many 
see here a reference to the Angel's sword, 
Num. xxii. 31; and to the sword by which 
Balaam was slainn-Num. xxxi. 8; Josh. 
xiii. 22. It is surely more natural to refer 
to ch. i. 16, for the source of this metaphor. 


17. unto tbe cburcbes.] A full stop isto be 
placed at “churches”; see on vv; 7, 11. 


To him that overcometh,to him] For the 
construction, see on ver. 7. 


will I give of the hidden manna,| (Omit to 
eat,—see vv. ll.) Cf. on ch. xi. 19; and also 
what we read of “the Ark of the Covenant ” in 
Heb. ix. 4. The heavenly food—Angel’s food” 
(Ps. lxxviii. 25) given to Israel—is here op- 
posed to the idol-offerings of Pergamum : the 
idol-offering is to be spurned, and the prize 
is to be “ the hidden manna." “In almost all 
these promises there is a peculiar adaptation 
of the promise to the self-denial by which 
it will have been won” (Trench, p. 126). 
The reference is plainly to Ex. xvi. 32-34 
(cf. Deut. vii. 3, LXX.), as well as to 
John vi. 32-35. 

The life eternal, it is true, begins on 
this side of the grave, where Christ is Him- 
self the true manna (John vi. 51), “the medi- 
cine of immortality " (Ignat. ad Ephes. 20). 
This gift begins with “the new birth unto 
righteousness,"—with “the first resurrection” 
(see on ch. xx. 5); but there is yet a higher 
gift which it hath not entered into the heart 
of man to conceive,—the manna which is 
hidden; and this, like that manna laid up in 
the holy place, the Lord reserves for those 
who “overcome.” ‘Thus He says, John iv. 
32: “I have meat to eat which ye know not 
of ;" seealso John xi. 25. 


and I will give him a white stone,| Gr. 
“nebble:’—the word rendered “‘ stone” is 
found only in this verse, and in Acts xxvi. 10. 
“I gave my vote.” On the word “ white,” 
see on ch. i. 14. 

Here; in vv. 26-28; and in ch. iii. 5, 
two distinct rewards are included in each 
promise. 

The interpretations given to the “ white 
stone” are various:—(1) The Jewish notion 
is alluded to, viz., ‘‘ Cadebant Israelitis una 
cum manna lapides pretiosi,’—Joma 8 (ap. 
Wetst.) ;—(2) “the white stone” was of old 
the mark of good fortune (Pers., Sat. ii. 1) ;— 


« 


(3) by it the Greeks were wont to give sen- 
tence of acquittal: so the earliest explanation, 
by Andreas; and so Victorinus, Erasm. Vitr. 
(cf. Ovid, Met. xv. 41) ;—(4) the victor at the 
games received a ticket (tessera, Whos), 
which entitled him to food at the public ex- 
pense; here to the heavenly feast, ch. iii, 20; 
xix. 9: so Arethas (ap, Cramer, p. 210), 
Hammond, &c. (cf. Plin. Ep. ad Traj. 119, 
120; Ziphilin. Epit. Dion. p. 228). To the 
same ‘effect Ewald (who: is followed by Pro- 
fessor Plumptre, 7. c., p. 128) refers to the 
mention of the heathen-feasts in ver. 14; 
amd sees here the contrasted feast, represented 
by the manna, which is to be the reward 
of the faithful (cf. Matt. viii. r1; xxii. 10),— 
the manna being as yet reserved in the 
heavenly temple (ch. xi. 19; cf. Heb. ix. 4), 
and no longer on earth. To this heavenly 
feast the tessera bospitalis (Plautus, Penulus, 
v. r, 8), the “awhite stone," admits each 
worthy guest ;—(5) the last two senses com- 
bined, signifying justification and election 
(De Wette, Stern, Words., Bisping): Bur- 
ger, who excludes the justification which is 
promised on earth, restricts the meaning to 
acquittal at the Last Judgment, see Luke xxi. 
36;—(6) it was an ancient custom to use 
pebbles on which to engrave various inscrip- 
tions; and thus, without any further signifi- 
cance, the use here is simply to receive “the 
new name," so Bengel, Hengst., Düsterd., Alf. ; 
—(7) Stier, M. Stuart, and Bisping explain 
this verse by referring to Ex. xxviii. 36, 37,— 
the “ white stone” being here substituted for 
the High Priest’s golden frontlet with its 
inscription :—(8) Archbishop Trench, setting 
aside every allusion to heathen usages (see on 
ver. 10), accepts the solution of Züllig (i. 
S. 405 ff.; and so Ebrard, s. 178), premising 
that the mention of manna in the same clause 
points to Jewish history; while the priestly 
dignity of the victorious Christian (ch. i. 6) 
also points to the prerogatives of the High 
Priest. Hence, the “white stone” (and Wiados 
in later Greek is used for a precious stone, the 
gem in a seal ring,) is a diamond; in fact is 
the mysterious Urim (Num. xxvii. 21), which 
was concealed in the High Priest's * breast- 
plate of judgment" (see the note on Ex. 
xxviii. 15; cf. Lev. viii. 8). For this precious 
gem, the Urim, and to conceal it, the 
High Priest's ** breastplate” existed, * quite 
as much as the Ark existed for the sake 
of the tables of the law.” Except the High 
Priest no one knew what was graven on 
it; and what can with greater probability 
have been graven on it than the Holy 
Tetragrammaton,—the ineffable name of God 
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18 And unto the angel of the 


church in Thyatira write; These 
things saith the Son of God, who 


REVELATION. II. 


|v. 18. 


hath his eyes like unto a flame 
of fire, and his feet are like fine 
brass ; 








(mm)? In Ex. xxviii. alone do we read of 
stones with names engraved on them : among 
these the diamond does not appear, for it is 
allowed that the word Jabalem (LXX. 
lacmis), so rendered in ver. 18, is not the 
diamond,— ^as though this stone had been 
reserved for 2 higher honour and dignity 
still"—4c.,:p. 133. To this conclusion, how- 
ever, there exist two grave objections :— 

(a) The Hebrew noun (Shamir) translated 
* diamond ” in Jer. xvii. 1, is translated “ada- 
mant” in Ezek. iii. 9; Zech. vii. 12 ;5—and this 
is the name (adamas) by which our diamond 
(in low Latin, petra de adamante) was known 
to the ancients. ‘Theophrastus, writes Mr. 
King (Nat. Hist. of Precious Stones, p. 39), 
“does not include the Adamas in his list of 
gems, and only once incidentally alludes to it 
(19) as an incombustible substance. . . . The 
first indisputable mention of the Adamas as 
the true diamond . . ..is met with in Manilius 
(iv. 926,—' Sic Adamas punctum lapidis pre- 
tiosior auro"); and this poet flourished in the 
latter part of the Augustan age.” Pliny men- 
tions it as of the highest value among gems 
(xxxviii. 15) ; and clearly refers to the mention 
of the Adamas in Plato’s Timzus (59 B), as 
being “the germ of gold ;"—the connexion of 
the diamond with gold being an ancient belief, 
which is confirmed by modern discoveries. 
'The diamond was thus known to.be most 
precious in the age of St. John; and the chief 
difficulty in conceiving it to be referred to 
here, or in Exod. xxviii., is the mention of the 
engraving of a name upon it. The method 
of even cutting the diamond to a pattern was 
not known in Europe before A.D. 1475 ; Mr. 
King thinks it possible that the art of engrav- 
ing the diamond was discovered in 1564; but 
he suspects that Costanzi (circ. 1700) was the 
first who really engraved one (/.c., p. 99). 

(4) As Professor Plumptre observes, there 
is no allusion to the Urim and Thummim 
elsewhere in the New Testament ; where also 
not J/os, but Aidos (e.g. Luke xxi. 5 ; 1 Cor. 
lii r2; Rev.iv. 3; xvii. 4; &c.) is used to 
denote “a precious stone” (p. 126). 

Perhaps the old interpretation of the tessera 
hospitalis, see (4) above, admitting to the 
heavenly feast (ch. iii. 20), is that which best 
suits the present passage. 


and upon the stone anew name written, 
which no one knoweth] Cf, 1 John ii. 2; 
1 Cor. xii. 9. See vv. J. 


save he that receiveth it] T.e., receiveth 
the ‘white stone.” As “white, so also 
“neq " is one of the key-notes of the Apoc. 


“A truly Apocalyptic word” notes Bengel : 
—here, “a new name;” ch. iii, 12, “ the new 
Jerusalem ;” ch. v. 9, “the new song;" ch. 
xxi. 1, “a new heaven, and a new earth;" 
ch. xxi. 5, ^ Behold I make all things new.” 
Here it is the “ new zame,"—some hold, of 
God, or of Christ (see ch. iii. 12, “ My new 
name "),—a revelation of glory, only in that 
higher state to be imparted to the redeemed, 
—Matt. xi. 27; cf. Rev. xiv. x. (Trench, p. 
134). Itseems better, however, to say, in the 
language of symbolism, that we have here the 
symbol of a new and transfigured character 
(Plumptre). And to the same effect, the 
greater number (Bengel, De Wette, Ebrard, 
Diisterd., Alf, &c.) understand the re- 
cipient's own name,—a “ new name” reveal- 
ing his new relation ‘to God (cf. Gen. xvii. 
5, 15; xxxii. 28: see Isaiah lxii. 2; lxv. 
I5; Rev. iii. 12; vii.3; xiv. 1),—and ex- 
cluding the reference to Christ. So Ols- 
hausen (on Matt. xvi. 18) identifies St. Peter's 
faith with his personality, “not with the old 
Simon, but with the new Peter :” cf, the new 
names, * Cephas,” * Boanerges.” Burger com- 
pares the giving a “new name” in baptism. 

Those over whom “the second death” 
(ver. 11) has no power, are now strengthened 
with heavenly food ;—they receive the token 
of their Divine calling, and bearing the “new 
name " are enrolled in the company of heaven. 

With this admission to the Divine Society 
the frst group-of Epistles closes. 


THE EPISTLE TO THYATIRA (18-29). 


The second group of four Epistles begins 
here. The Epistle to Thyatira is the longest 
of the Seven Epistles :—see on ver. 8. 


18. Thyatira| 'Thyatira, a Macedonian 
colony (Strabo, xiii. 4, 4, p. 625) called in 
old times Pelopia and Euhippia (Plin. v. 31), 
now dk Hisar (“the white castle”), was a 
town of Lydia, on the river Lycus, to the 
south-east of Pergamum, and north of 
Sardis. In Acts xvi. 14 allusion is made to its 
famous guild of dyers, to which, doubtless, 


‘belonged St. Paul’s convert Lydia to whom 


this Church probably owed its origin. “A 
fane stood outside the walls, dedicated to 
Sambetha [see note E on ver. 20] the Sibyl 
who is sometimes called Chaldean, sometimes 
Jewish, sometimes Persian. . . . In Thyatira 
was a great amalgamation of races, . . . to- 
gether with a syncretism of different religions. 

.. If the Sibyl Sambetha was really a 
Jewess lending her aid to [a syncretism of 
different religions], and not discountenanced 


vy. 19—20.] 


I9 I know thy works, and charity, 
and service, and faith, and thy pa- 
tience, and thy works; and the last 
to be more than the first. 


by the authorities of the Judzo-Christian 
Church," the reference to “ Jezebel,” vv. 20- 
23, receives a singular illustration if not ex- 
planation :—see Dean Blakesley, in Smith's 
Dict. of the Bible, art. Thyatira. 

See also the note on ch. i. 11. 


saith the Son of God,| This title, frequent 
in St. John, occurs only here in the Revela- 
tion. It points to Ps. ii. 7;—as in vv. 26, 27 
the reference is to Ps. ii. 8, 9. In ch. i. 13, 
the Lord had appeared as the “ Son of Man ? 
—cf. also His title in ch. xix. 13. 


who hath bis eyes like a flame of fire,] For 
Christ's attributes here see ch. i. 14, 15 :—cf., 
too, the allusion at ver. 23 to this verse in 
the words “He which searcbetb" &c.—the 
* eyes" searching every secret thought; andat 
ver. 27, where ‘the feet of brass’ trample to 
fragments everything impure. 

and his feet are like unto burnished 
brass;| See note E, on ch. i. 15. 


19. I know thy works, and thy love and 
faith and ministry and patience,] See 
vv. ll.:—Gr. “and the love and the faith 

. . and z7e patience of thee." 


and that thy last works [are] more 
than the first.] (See vv. IL). Le. are more 
excellent than the first,—cf. Heb. xi. 4. 
This praise is to be contrasted with the cen- 
sure of Ephesus, ver. 5: cf. also Matt. xii, 
45; 2 Pet. il. 20. On the constr. cf. ch. xi, 
3; and see Winer, § 53, 3. 


20. But I have [this] against thee, 
that thou sufferesti| See vv, ll. :—“ that 
thou leavest alone,’ — “that thou 
hinderest not;" as the verb signifies in 
John xi. 48 ; xii. 7. 

the woman Jezebel,| ‘The authorities for 
the reading, “thy wife” (which Words- 
worth and Alford favour), in place of “the 
woman” (see note F at the end of this 
chapter), are insufficient, alfhough the read- 
ing is an ancient one. No historical foun- 
dation for such a reference is suggested; and 
Alford merely observes that “ the conscience 
of the Thyatiran Church could not fail to 
apply the severe reproof to whatever influ- 
cnce was being exerted in the direction here 
indicated;" and Words. notes: “ Doubtless 
a female false teacher." Hengst.understands 
“heresy personified.” Ebrard and Bisping 
consider that false prophecy, fornication, and 
idolatry, are symbolized by “the woman 
Jezebel :” in these respects Thyatira sinned 
more than Pergamum which merely allowed 
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20 Notwithstanding I have a few 
things against thee, because thou 


sufferest that woman ^ Jezebel, which ^: Kin. x6. 


calleth herself a prophetess, to teach *” 





the Nicolaitans, after the manner of Balaam, 
to seduce.some ; while Thyatira allowed the 
Nicolaitans a recognized position as a teaching 
and persecuting sect,—the position which 
Ahab allowed to Jezebel. This is an in- 
terpretation which may fairly be maintained. 
So also Trench, /. c., p. 139. 

Tertullian’s comment is: “An heretical 
woman, privily introduced into the Church, 
who had undertaken to teach what she had 
learned from the Nicolaitans."— De Pudic. 19. 

Renan notes on “Jezebel:” “Some in- 
fluential woman of Thyatira, a disciple.of St. 
Paul.” —/. c.,'p. 366; see on ver. 2. 

An historical foundation, however, for the 
reference here to a well-known female, a 
teacher of error, is suggested by Dean 
Blakesley on the evidence already given :— 
see on ver. 18. The evidence for this fact 
as stated above,—that there was at Thyatira 
a temple of the Chaldean or Hebrew Sibyl, 
who was known as Sambetha, and who is 
here réferred to under the name Jezebel,— 
is very ‘strong, and .seems to clear up the 
meaning of this passage:—see note E at the 
end of this chapter. The existence of a 
Sibylline prophetess at Thyatira,.in the age 
of St. John, would thus be in conformity 
with historical facts; and, this being .ad- 
mitted, Jezebel would be the symbolical 
name given to this woman. Jezebel’s hatred 
to God's prophets, and devotion to the pro- 
phets of Baal, is recorded in 1 Kings xvi. 31- 
33; xviii. 4, 13, 19. After Balaam (see ver. 
14), she is the chief representative, in Old 
‘Testament times, of heathenish seductions. 

which calleth herself a prophetess;| See 
wv. ll. :—the construction is a case of irre- 
gular appositional nominative, as in ver. 13 ; 
or, as Winer (§ 59, 11) explains, the words 
contain a mixture of two constructions :—he 
renders, “who, giving herself out for a 
prophetess, teacheth and seduceth;” cf. 
ch. vii. 9. Jezebel was probably herself a 
prophetess of Baal, 1 Kings xvi. 31-33 ; xxi, 
25. Cf. the case of the damsel “having a 
spirit of divination” (IIvdwvos), Acts xvi. 16: 
-—see also Acts xxi. 9; 1 Cor. xi. 5. 

and she teacheth and seduceth my 
servants] (See vv. |). The faithful,—see 
ch. vii. 3; xxii. 3. The public teaching of 
women is also condemned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
RIV. 34. 

Haupt on r John i. 8 (7.c., p. 44) notes 
that the verb zo seduce (mXaváv) is found 
oftener in the Apoc. than elsewhere in the 
N. T. lt never denotes mere error as such ; 
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and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacri- 
ficed unto idols. 

21 And I gave her space to repent 
of her fornication; and she repented 
not. 

22 Behold, I will cast her into a 
bed, and them. that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except 
they repent of their deeds. 


[v. 21—24. 


23 And I will kill her children 
with death; and all the churches 


shall know that “I am he which: Jer. 1 


searcheth the reins and hearts: and?9 * 
I will give unto every one of you 
according to your works. 

24 But unto you I say, and unto 
the rest in Thyatira, as many as have 
not this doctrine, and which have 
not known the depths of Satan, as 





but always, as here, fundamental departure 
from the truth, 

fornication,| The sin. also of Pergamum, 
ver. 14. For Jezebel’s impurities, see 2 
Kings. 22, 30; CE Jer.oiw. goci “be 
that worketh abomination,” ch: xxi. 27. 

things sacrificed unto idols.) ‘This is the sin 
condemned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 10 ; x. 7-11. 


21. and I gave ber time] “Time” is 
not given to Pergamum, ver. 16. The word 
here used (xpóvos) “is time simply contem- 
plated as such ; the succession of moments 
(Matt. xxv. 19 ; Heb. iv. 7)."—T rench, Synon. 
of New Testament. See om ch. i. 3; x. 6. 


that she should repent; and she is 
not willing to repent of her fornica- 
tion.] (See vv. /L) The verb“ to repent” 
is used here both absolutely as usual, and with 
the preposition èx (as in ver. 22; ch. ix. 20, 
21; xvi. 11). Besides this use of the prep. 
èk, dmó is used ence, Acts viii. 22; and emi 
once, 2 Cor. xii 21. On the construction 
here (with tva) cf. ch. viii. 3; ix. 5; xii. 14; 
xix. 8; John xvii. 4; 1 John iii. r, &c.:— 
(with the infin.) cf. ch. iii. 21 ; vii. 25 xiii. 7, 
I4; xvi. 8; xvii. 17; John i. 12; &c. 


22. Bebold,Y cast her] 'The verb of it- 
self includes a reference to a. bed of sickness, 
—see Matt. viii. 6, 14: “There where she has 
sinned shall she also be punished.” (Trench, 
p. 141.) 

into a bed,] On the word rendered “ bed” 
(kdivn, Heb. WW, or IW, or MIN), —see 
the note on Ps. xli. 3, where the wordsdenote 
an entire change from sickness to health. 
Here the contrary is the case ;—cf. 2 Kings 
i. 4. 

and them that commit adultery] The verb 
is changed ; that which is used here (uorxevo, 
not zopveóo) embracing both the sins specified 
in ver. 20,—it is the term applied to idola- 
trous and rebellious Israel ( Jer. iii. 9; Ezek. 
xvi 32; xxiii. 37). We are to note also that 
the sin is. of those who “commit adultery 
with her,” and that the idea of “adultery” is 
applied to the heathen Jezebel only indirectly : 
—see on ch, xvii, 1. 


they repent of her works.] See vv. /].:— 
* they,” i.e. Christ's “ servants " (ver. 20), led 
astray by her seductions; as distinct from “ser 
children,’ ver. 23. Archbishop Trench, how- 
ever, understands the chief abettors of her 
wickedness; “her children” being the less 
forward partakers in her sin. 


23. ber children] Her proper adherents ; 
cf. John viii. 44 ; and see Isai. lvii. 3. That 
the history of Jezebel is used typically in this 
passage, may be confirmed by bearing in 
mind the slaughter of the sons of Ahab [and 
Jezebel], as told in 2 Kings x. 7. And thus 
the sect of the Nicolaitans is described (1) 
as Jezebel; (2) as those *that commit adul- 
tery with her ;’—i.e., who allow themselves 
to be seduced by her; (3) as “ her children,” 
who perpetuate her immoral practices . 
(Ebrard) :—see on ver. 20. 


with death;| A general threat of signal 
doom. Hengst. refers to the death of the 
adulteress, Lev. xx. 10; Ezek. xvi. 40: 
Bengel, Ewald, &c. to pestilence, cf. ch. vi. 8; 
xviii. 8—" pestilence” (75, Ezek. xxxiii. 27) 
being generally rendered “‘ death” (@dvaros) 
by the LXX.: see the note on Job xxvii. 15. 
Others refer to the punishment recorded in 
1 Kings xviii. 40; 2 Kings x. 6, 7, 25. 

and all the churches] See on ch. i. 113 ii. 7: 
—the Church Catholic consisting of its dif- 
ferent local churches. 


unto each one of you according to your 
«vorks.] The Lord's own rule ofjudgment,— 
Matt. xvi. 27; cf. Matt. vii. 16-20. 


24. But unto you I say, [even] unto the 
rest that are in Thyatira,| See wv. ll. ‘The 
particular address to this church is resumed 
with reference to ver. 20, and.to the fact 
of its freedom from idolatry,—a fact which 
Jewish history (1 Kings xix. 18) illustrates. 


this doctrine,| Viz. that of Jezebel. 


they which save not known the depths of 
Satan, as they say;] Or the deep things. 
See vv. ll. —omit and. The adjective is to be 
read here, the substantive in 1 Cor. ii. 10; 
—cf. vv. 9, 13. The antinomian Gnostics 


v. 25—26.] 


they speak; I will put upon you 
none other burden. 

25 But that which ye have already 
hold fast till I come. 
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26 And he that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him wil I give power over the 
nations : 


E e e o ee 11 gn n wi eMuv in. 


known even in St. John’s day as Nicolaitans 
(see on ver. 6), are identified, in v. 14, 15, 
with those who hold “the doctrine of Balaam.” 
The Lord, using their own technical phrase, 
“the depths,’ here denounces their so-called 
knowledge (Gnosis,—“the knowledge which 
is falsely so-called," x Tim. vi. 20) as “ the 
depths of Satan” |* Altum est aiunt," writes 
Tertullian of them (ddv. Val. 1); “ pro- 
funda Bythi,” writes Irenæus (ii. 22, 1)]. St. 
Hippolytus states that the Ophites (7. e., the 
Naasseni—vaas è 6 ddus kaXetrat) were the 
first who called themselves Gnostics, “ saying 
that they alone know the depths” (rà Ban 
ywóockew).—Refut. omn. Hær., v. 6, p. 132, 
ed. Dunker. For the Christian this expres- 
sion presented a fearful contrast to “the deep 
things of God,” of which St. Paul writes 
1 Cor. ii, ro. Archbishop Trench (p. 145) 
agrees with Hengstenberg in thinking that 
the Gnostics themselves talked of * the depths 
of Satan,” which it was expedient for them 
to fathom; and so Burger:—see also Baur, 
Das Chr. der drei ersten Jabrb. s. 192. On 
the other hand, Ebrard, Stern, Bisping, and 
- others, make the subject of the verb “ say,” 
to be “the rest that are in Thyatira” (see 
above), who thus express their abhorrence by 
designating Gnostic doctrine as “the depths 
of Satan.” 

However we may explain this, the em- 
phasis lies on the word “ depths.” ‘There is, 
first, the “synagogue of Satan” in Smyrna 
(ver. 9); secondly, “the throne of Satan” 
in Pergamum (ver. 13); thirdly, here, the 
anti-Christian perversion which had arisen 
from these “ deep things,” or “depths,” as a 
doctrine and a power. 

I cast upon you none other burden.) See 
vv. ll. The ellipsis is supplied by Acts xv. 28, 
29, where this very word “burden” occurs in 
the same sense of abstinence from idol-meats 
and fornication. On this use of the word 
* burden" (Bápos), see Matt. xi. 30; where, 
however, a different noun (@opriov) is used 
in the Greek (Trench, p. 146). Stier and 
Ebrard explain,—'none other than to re- 
sist Jezebel's seductions and oppression.’ De 
Wette and Bisping understand the “ burden” 
of suffering implied in their “ patience” 
(ver. 19). Ebrard compares the Old Testa- 
ment use of the word “ burden” (Heb. XWD) 
in prophecies announcing heavy calamities 
(Nah. i. 1; Hab. i. 1);—a meaning which 
should not be left out of sight here. 


25. Howbeit] The word rendered “how- 
New Test, —Vou. IV. 


beit” (anv), does not occur elsewhere in 
St. John's writings [John viii. ro cannot be 
regarded as an exception]; cf. Acts xv. 28; 
Xx)23. 


,., that which ye have, hold fast] Cf. ch, 
lii. 11. 

till I come.) Or until what time I shall 
come:—the Lord speaks of His coming with 
designed indefiniteness, see ch. iii. 3. The 
* Day of the Lord," as.always in Scripture, 
not the day of death, is the close of the 
Christian conflict (Trench, p. 146). 


26. And be that overcometh,| Here only 
is the promise connected by “And” with 
what precedes; ver. 25 being, in fact, re- 
peated in this verse. Note that in this, the 
first of the second group of Epistles (see the 
remarks introductory to ch. ii.), the promise 
(wv. 26-29) comes before the proclamation ; 
cf. vv. 7, 11, 17. Note also—as indicating 
how essential to the Christian life are personal 
purity and holiness—that this fourth Epistle 
repeats the object for which, as stated in the 
third Epistle (compare ver. 20 with ver. 14), 
the servant of God must strive. 


and he that keepeth my works) T. e. 
commanded by me,—cf. John vi. 28, 29; and 
contrasted with “ Per works,” ver..22. 


to him will I give| The verb refers to 
* be that overcometh.” Under the head “of 
some particular kinds of anacoluthon,” Winer 
writes, on this verse: * At the head of a sen- 
tence there stands a nom. or an accus. with 
which the verb of the sentence does not agree 
(casus pendentes),"—1. c.,§ 63, 2,d. Seech. iii. 
125/20; Johnevi. 395 vu. 3354 1 John igor 
om 

authority over the nations:| Cf. Luke 
xix. 17.. The reign of the saints is a leading 
thought in the Apocalypse ; see ch. i. 6,9; ii. 
21; VIO; XX. 4; XXli. 5. Christ here shares 
his royal dignity with the inheritors of im- 
mortal life (see vv. 7, 11, 17); and how and 
when this *authority" shall bethe preroga- 
tive of the Church, Scripture again and again 
unfolds,—Ps. cxlix. 5-9; Dan. vii 22, 27; 
Matt. xix. 28; 1 Cor. vi. 2. In ch. xx. 6 this 
dignity is the privilege of those on whom 
“the second death” (see on ver. 11) “ hath 
no power.” ‘The import of the promise here 
differs from that in ver. 17; although, as 
noted above, the sins are the same which the 
Christian is called upon “to overcome" in 
Pergamum and Thyatira (see vv. 14, 20). 
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€ Ps. 2. 9. 


27 "^ And he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron; as the vessels of a 
potter shall they be broken to shivers : 
even as I received of my Father. 
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[v. 27—29. 


28 And I will give him the morn- 
ing star. 

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 


27. and] In fulfilment of Ps. ii. 9, which 
sets forth the prerogative claimed for 
Christ in this place, in ch. xii. 5, and in 
ch. xix. 15 :—which three quotations are taken 
from, and therefore sanction, the LXX. ver- 
sion of these words of the Psalmist. 


be shall rule them] ‘The Hebrew original 
admits of the rendering of tlie LX X. (zirbem, 
DYNN = rorpaveîs adrovs) ; although, read with 
the vowel points of our Hebrew Bibles, the 
word denotes “thou shalt break them” 
(terobem, DYA). The Greek verb here sig- 
nifies literally “to tend as a shepherd ;” it 
denotes the whole office of the Shepherd, 
. leading, feeding, guarding his flock,—see ch. 
vii. 17; and cf. Matt. ii. 6. In Homer, kings 
are “shepherds of the people.” 


with a rod of iron,| The shepherd’s staf ; 
also a royal sceptre, Heb. i.8. The pastoral 
staff will become * a rod of iron " in the case 
of false teaching. Cf. Mic. vii. 14; and see 
tbe notes on Ps. ii. 9. 


as tbe vessels of the potter are broken 
to sbivers;] Or, with a rod of iron; 
as the vessels of the potter are they 
broken to shivers. 


as I also have received from] Viz. 
in Ps, ii. 9; see also Luke xxii. 29. We have 
here the prelude to the promise in ch, iii. 21, 


28. the morning star.| According to His 
title in ch. xxii. 16 the Lord here promises His 
faithful ones that He will give to them Him- 
self, sharing with them His royal dominion 
(ch, iii, 21). The Star is the symbol of royalty 
in Matt. ii. 2, and is linked with the sceptre in 


Num. xxiv. 17. The beauty of the “ Morning 
Star" is the constant theme. of poets :— 
** Coelo nitidissimus alto,” 
OVID, Tris. i. 3, 715 
** Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest," 
MILTON, Par. Lost, iv. 605 ;— 
cf. Isai. xiv. 12. And “thus does he who is 
fairer than the children of men claim all that 
is fairest and loveliest in creation, as the 
faint shadow and image of His perfections " 
(Trench, p. 151). De Wette understands 
“the heavenly glory,” Dan. xii. 3; Matt. xiii. 
43; and Stier, a pledge of the spiritual 
light which will dawn hereafter,—referring 
the promise to a future reformation in the 
Church. Victorinus explains, “ He shall have 
part in the ‘first resurrection,’ "—ch. xx. 6. 

According to Andreas, (1) Thyatira is 
Lucifer (Isai. xiv.; Luke x.) to be trodden 
down by the saints;—or (2) 2 Pet.i. 19 is 
referred to;—or (3) we are to understand 
Elijah and John. the Baptist, who usher in 
the F x and Second Advents of Christ (7. c., 
Paez): 

It is more in accordance, however, with - 
the context to understand that, in addition 
to the promises in vv. 7,17, Christ now pro- 
mises Himself, as the sum of every spiritual 
blessing (Trench, z2.). 

The rule ofthe saints who form the company 
of heaven (see on ver. 17) commences here. 


29. He that hath anear| Note the changed 
position of these words, indicating the first 
Epistle of the second group of four :—see the 
remarks introductory to this chapter. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. II. 


Nore A. THE PROPHETICO-HISTORICAL IN- 
TERPRETATION OF THE SEVEN EPISTLES. 


This principle of exposition is very ancient ; 
Andreas, in his commentary on verse 5 (7. c., 
12) mentions some who had applied 
that verse to the transfer of the chief juris- 
diction from Ephesus (róv dpxveparixoy tis 
"Edécov Ópóvov) to Constantinople; and he 
refers ch. iii. ro either to the cruel persecu- 
tion of the Christians by the rulers of Rome, 
or to the times of Antichrist. Coming down 
later, the Abbot Joachim (circ. A.D. 1200) 
and the Spiritualist Brethren— as subse- 


quently Mede—expounded the Seven Epistles 
as prophetic of the Seven Ages of the Church, 
so that all good should there be prophesied of 
themselves and all'evil of Rome (see Trench, 
l. c., p. 228). Later still Vitringa expounded 
the Epistles on the same principle; and he 
writes (pp. 32-36): * Existimo Spiritum S. 
sub typo et emblemate Septem Ecclesiarum 
Asiz nobis. .. . voluissedepingere septem vari- 
antes status Ecclesi Christiane... . usque ad 
Adventum Domini "; adding —‘‘ demonstratur 
ilas Propbetice non Dogmatice esse expo- 
nendas." 

Mede (“ Works," Advert., ch. x., p. 955) 
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states his opinion more fully as follows: “ If 
we consider their number being Seven, which 
is a number of revolution of times, or 
if we consider the choice of the Holy 
Ghost in that he taketh neither all, no nor 
the most famous Churches in the world, as 
Antioch, Alexandria; Rome, . If these 
things be well considered, may it not seem 
that these Seven Churches, besides their 
literal respect, were intended to be as patterns 
and types of the several Æges of the Catholic 
Church 4: principio ad finem? that so these 
Seven Churches should prophetically sample 
unto us a Sevenfold successive temper and 
condition of the whole visible Church ac- 
cording to the several Æges thereof ... 
And if this were granted. . . . then surely 
the First Church (viz; the Ephesian state) 
must be the first, and the Last be the last. . . . 
The mention: of false Jews and the synagogue 
of Satan, &c. (Apoc. ii.) in the Five middle 
ones, will argue that they belong to the times 
of the Beast and Babylon. And for the 
Sixth in special we have a good character 
where to place it, viz. partly about the 
time the Beast is falling, and: partly after 
his destruction, when the New Jerusalem: 
cometh.” 

Brightman sees in the first four Churches 
the following periods typified: A.D. 30-100;— 
A.D. 100—382 ;—A«D. 382-1300 j;—A.D; 1300— 
1520 ;—and then:in Sardis, the Lutheran ;—in 
Philadelphia, the Reformed ;—in Laodicea, the 
Anglican Church. L: Crocius (Syntagma Sacr. 
Theol., 1636) sees in Ephesus, the “ Ecclesia 
"Apostolica ;’—in Smyrna, the Church * Mar- 
tyrumene ;"—in Pergamum, “ Polemica " from 
Constantine to Charles the Great ;—in Thya- 
tira, “ Devota” from. Charles the Great to 
Charles V.;—in Sardis, “ Politica” from 
Charles V. to A.D. 1636;—in Philadelphia, 
* Fraterna” beginning in his own lifetime, to 
which the conversion of Israel is to belong ;— 
in Laodicea, an. “Ecclesia Tepida” to be 
looked for hereafter. 

According to Sir I. Newton, the Epistle 
to the Church of Ephesus prefigures the 
condition of the Church. Universal from 
St. John to the persecution of Diocletian (A:D. 
302) ;—the Epistle to Smyrna; thence to that 
of Licinius (A:D: 303~323);—the Epistle to 
Pergamum, the Church under Constantine 
and his sons (A.D. 324-340 );—the Epistle to 
Thyatira, the Church under the divided rule 
of the sons of Constantine (A.D! 340-350) ;— 
the Epistle to Sardis, the Church under the 
sole rule of Constantius (A.D. 350-361) ;—the 
‘Epistle to Philadelphia, the faithfulness of 
the Church under Julian (A.D. 361-363) ;— 
the Epistle to Laodicea, the lukewarmness of 
the Church under Valentinian and Valens (A.D. 
363-378).—Works, vol. v. p. 452, ed. 1785. 

Stier (Words of the Risen Saviour, Clarke's 
tr. p. 143) sees in these Epistles the Spirit of 


Prophecy embracing, in a parallel scheme, the 
times and history of the Old Test. and of 
the New, in their entire development :—(1) 
The primitive world, and primitive Christen- 
dom (Noah—Constantine); (2) The pre- 
paration of God’s people, and of the European 
peoples (Moses—Charlemagne); (3) Israel 
in its decline, and the Romish Church as 
the tolerated transition (Nebuchadnezzar— 
Hildebrand); (4) The Babylonish period, 
and the Papal-worldly period (Zerubbabel— 
Luther); (5) The Persian-Greek period, and 
the Protestant political age (Alexander— 
Napoleon); (6) The Greek-Roman period, 
and the second Reformation; (7) 'The Advent 
of Ghrist, and the Millennial kingdom. 


NOTE B. ON VER. 6.—“ THE NICOLAITANS." 


The sect of the Nicolaitans and its founder 
are thus referred to by early writers :— 

E.g. * Alter hereticus Nicolaus emersit: 
hic de Septem’ Diaconis fuit. Satis est nobis 
quod istani' heresim’ Nicolaitarum Apoca- 
lypsis damnavit.”—Tertull., De Prescr. 46; 
cf. adv. Marc. i. 29. “ Nicolaite magistrum 
habent unum ex Septem qui primiad Dia- 
conium ab Apostolis ordinati sunt. . . . Plenis- 
simé per Johannis: Apocalypsin manifestan- 
tur qui sirit."—St. Irenæus; Adv. Hær., i. 26; 
cf. ili, ir.  NuxóAaos . . . ets rôv émrd eis 
Otakovíay irs TOY diromTÓNov karacraÓeis, ôç 
dzocTüs . . . edidackey dOuaopíav Biov . . . 
o0 rovs podyras . . . dud ths dmoKxadiwpeos 
"Ieávvgs jAeyxe.— St. Hippolytus, Ref. omn. 
Har. vi. 36. Clemens Al. (cf. Strom. ii. 20; 
iii. 4) and St. Ignatius (ap. Stephanum Go- 
barum, Phot. Cod. 232) merely deny that the 
founder of the sect was the Deacon Nicolas. 

To the statement of Eusebius in his 
Chronicle (Olymp. 221) that Simon son of 
Cleopas, bishop of Jerusalem, suffered martyr- 
dom, in Trajan’s persecution, the Paschal 
Chrorücle adds that he was “accused by the 
followers: of Cerinthus, and by those who 
were called’ Nicolaitans " (dvaBAnOels td ràv 
Ths poipas KnpivOov, kai ràv Aeyouévov Niko- 
Aaíiráv.—ed. Dindorf., i. p. 471). 

The word Nixddaos (i. e., vikày Tov Xaóv) is 
identified with Balaam (see ver. 14) after the 
following manner :—yb3 = to destroy, to van- 
quisb, and DY = people (Witsius, Hengsten- 
berg);—or simply y?3, with terminal D, = 
devourer, destroyer (Fuerst, Dietrich). On 
the other hand, Gesenius thus explains the 
word Balaam: “comp. ex 53 et Dy non- 
populus, fort. i. q. peregrinus” :—“ All three 
derivations are admissible according to the 
rules of the language,” observes Kurtz (O. T. 
Covenant, on Num. xxii; cf. Keil and De- 
litzsch, The Pentateuch, in loc.) Cocceius 
(A.D. 1650) seems first to have suggested this 
identification of Nicolaosand Balaam. Philip 
of Aquino (ob. 1650), a converted Jew, also 
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identifies Balaam, the Old Test. type of Anti- 
christ, with the Armillus of the Targums,— 
DISAN = épnuddaos = Balaam (or Nicolaos, 
as above defined) : so the Targum of Jonathan 
on Isai. xi. 4; see Gfrörer, Das Jahrb. des Heils, 
ii. s. 406. Armillus is the name by which the 
final Antichrist who shall seduce the Chris- 
tians to their ruin, is known among the Jews: 
—see Ejsenmenger, Enid. Judentbum, i. p. 
705;and Trench, p.83, &c. See also Stern, 
l. c pp. 141-145; Wieseler, Apost. Zeitalt., 
98120631 


NOTE G OF VER. 10—" THE TRIBULATION 
or TEN DAys.” 


Mr. G. S. Faber (Sacred Calendar of Pro- 
phecy, 2nd ed, vol. 1. p. 33) thus interprets 
this prophecy :—St. John “ foretells a great 
persecution of the Church, which he limits 
to ten days. Now we find not recorded any 
persecution of which the short period of ten 
literal days was the precise limit. But we 
actually find it recorded that the final and 
pre-eminent persecution, which was carried 
on by Paganism [under Diocletian] against 
Christianity, lasted tex complete years. Euse- 
bius (H. É. viii. 16) contents himself with 
roundly saying that that persecution entirely 
ceased in the tenth year, though at the end 
of the eighth year it had begun to experience 
some remission. But Lactantius (De Mort. 
Persec. 48) states it, with absolute precision, 
to have continued from February 23, A.D. 303, 
to June 13, A D. 313. Its exact duration, 
therefore, was: ten years, three months, and 
nineteen days. Or, in a round number, its 
duration was ten complete years." 

If the latitude of “round numbers" is 
allowed, the range of interpretation may be 
considerably extended ; especially if the inter- 
preter is to be at liberty to lay down his own 
theory. Mr. Faber adopts the “ Year-day " 
theory; and considers that each day in the 
chronological statements of * Daniel and St. 
John is not a natural day, but a year; and 
|in opposition to *Mr. Fleming, and Mr. 
Marshall, and Bishop Lloyd’ (p. 52),—he 
might have added Mr. Elliott and Mr. Birks] 
that each number is equivalent to a series, 
not of years of 360 days each, but of natural 
solar years” (p. 56). Mr. Birks, who like- 
wise refers to the persecution under Dio- 
cletian, observes: “It is notorious that it 
lasted just ten years” (Elements of Prophecy, 
p. 374) j—z.e., on Mr. Birks’ system of years 
of 360 days, nine (ordinary) years, ten months, 
and fifteen days. See Introd. § 11. 


NOTE D ON VER. ro—ZréQavos AND Aiddnpa. 


It is important, with reference to the in- 
terpretation of future chapters, to fix the 
meanings of the words oréavos and duddnpa, 
and to mark the distinction between them. 
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The word ôıdôņnpa is found in the New 
Test. only in Rev. xii. 3; xiii. 1; xix. 12; 
and always denotes “the diadem of royalty." 
“It is quite true," notes Abp. Trench, as 
already quoted (/. c., p. 109), “that arépavos 
is seldom used in this sense; much oftener 
diddnua (see my Synonyms of the N. T., 
§ 23); yet the ‘golden crowns’ (orédavor) of 
ch. iv. can only be royal crowns (cf. ch. v. 
10):”—see, within, the notes on ch iv. 4, 10; 
v. Io. In his Synonyms, however (p. 74), Abp. 
Trench writes: “I greatly doubt whether 
anywhere in classical literature orépavos is 
used of the kingly or imperial crown. It is 
the crown of victory in the games, of civic 
worth, of military valour, of nuptial joy, of 
festal gladness—woven of oak, of ivy, of 
parsley, of myrtle, of olive, or imitating in 
gold these leaves or others—of flowers, as of 
violets or roses (see Athenzus, xv. 9-33): 
the ‘wreath,’ in fact, or the ‘garland, the 
German ‘Kranz, as distinguished from 
‘ Krone; but never, any more than ‘corona * 
in Latin, the emblem and sign of royalty. 
The 6idénpa was this Baotheias yyopiopa, 
as Lucian calls it (Pisc. 35); being properly a 
white linen band or fillet, ‘tenia’ or ‘ fascia ’ 
(Curtius, iii. 3), encircling the brow.” 

The diadem—the cidaris (see Ex. xxviii. 35, 
36; Ezek. xxi. 26, LX X.)—was the badge of 
Persian royalty In Esther i. rr; ii 17, 
duaSnpa is used by the LXX. as the equiva- 
lent of kether (33) : in both places, it is ren- 
dered in the A. V. by “crown.” Curtius (lib. 
vi.c. 63 cf. iii. 3) mentions that Alexander the 
Great borrowed thisemblem fromthe Persians: 
“ Purpureum diadema, distinctum albo, quale 
Darius habuerat, capiti circumdedit.” See 
Ezekiel Spanheim, De usu Numism. antiq., 
Diss. v. i; and cf. Tacitus, Jal. xv. 
29. 

1 In Isai. lxii. 3, “diadem,” SidSnua, is the 
rendering of Zzezz?A (F3) in the A. V. and the 
LXX; and in both ‘‘crown” (ecédoavos) is the 
rendering of 'azáraA. 

2 [n Estheri. 11 the ** cro royal," or ** ordi- 
nary head-dress of a Persian Zzg was a stiff cap, 
probably of felt or cloth, ornamented with a 
blue and white band or ribbon—which was the 
* diadem’ proper? (see note zz Joc. In Esther 
viii. 15 ‘‘the great crown of gold” was ‘‘not a 
crown like the king’s (kether), but a mere golden 
band or coronet [’atérah]” (note zz loc.) The 
* diadem’ is often mentioned in the Apocrypha : 
-e og. 1 Macc. i. 95. vi 155 4y11 IU NGCC 
Among the Hebrews indeed, as among other 
peoples, the insignia of royalty included—to- 
gether with the sceptre, the gorgeous attire, and 
ornaments—the “diadem,” nezer (M3, A.V. 
**cxoqn?), 2 Sam. is103 2 Kings'xi. 12: Ps: 
Ixxxix. 40; or the ‘‘ crown,” 'atárah (ANDY), 
2 Sam. xii. 30; Ezek. xxi. 31 [26] ; Zech. vi. 
II, I4. Both names are derived from the 
fundamental sense of ‘‘surrounding,” **en- 
closing :"—by the former is also described the 
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Selden (Works, vol. iii., London, 1726) in 
nis treatise on “ Titles of Honour," distin- 
guishes the diadem from the crown. The 
diadem, he writes, “ was no other than only a 
fillet of silk, linen, or some such thing. Nor 
appears it that any other kind of crown was 
used for a royal ensign, except only in some 
kingdoms of Asia, but this kind of fillet, until 
the beginning of Christianity in the Roman 
Empire” ($8, c. 2, p. 249). “The coins of 
the old kings of Sicily .. .. have their 
heads circled with this fillet or diadem . . . 
Neither was Alexander's using of a diadem 
by that name singly, taken to be at all strange 
to his Macedonians, but the using of just 
such a one as the Persian kings had, and the 
wearing it upon his causia or Macedonian 
cap in such fashion as it was like the Persian 
cidaris. So must Justin be understood where 
he says: ‘habitum regum Persarum et dia- 
dema insolitum ante regibus Macedonicis, 
velut in leges eorum quos vicerat transiret, 
assumit * (Hist. xii.)"—:5., p. 254. 

Selden having referred to the probable use 
of the diadem by the early Roman kings, and 
to coins of the age of Pompey, observes that 
his “ testimonies " shew “that the Romans 
at that time conceived (as other nations) this 
diadem or fillet to be the proper ensign of a 
king, and therefore endured not the use of 
it while they hated the name of king. Thence 
is it that he that put a white fillet or diadem 
upon the laurel of Julius Czsar’s statue was 
committed to prison (Sueton. Julius, 79), as 
one that thereby derogated from the public 
liberty in giving him that which was proper 
to a king [see below]. . . By reason of this 
suspicion of the diadem . ;. the Emperors 
at first abstained from meddling with any 
diadem. Caligula indeed ventured to put 


priestly head-dress (Ex. xxix. 6; xxxix. 30; 
Lev, vii. 9) ; by the latter the garland of the 
newly-wedded (Cant. iii. 11), or of the revel- 
ler (Isai. xxviii. 1), as well as the head-dress of 
the ruler (Ps. xxi. 4; Esth. viii. 15). It is 
conjectured that together with the anointing of 
the king—which, like our crowning, typified 
the Divine consecration, but is not mentioned 
at each change of ruler—there was also united 
the imposition of the crown-diadem, as the 
token of royal dignity. Of this, however, we 
do not read before Joash : see the note on 2 Kings 
xi. I2. According to scriptural usage, ’atérah, 
* crown,” is employed chiefly to denote an 
ornament of honour (Job xix. 9; xxxi. 6) for 
the most worthy, the most noble, the best 
(Prov. xii. 4; xiv. 24; xvii. 6) :—thus Zion is 
so named, Isai.lxii 3. As to the form of the 
Hebrew crown we know nothing. It is con- 
jectured that it consisted, like a diadem, of a 
circlet, over the forehead, with a broader orna- 
ment ; and that subsequently it assumed a form 
like modern crowns. See Schenkel, Dzbel- 
Lexicon, art. Krone. 


it on, but durst not use it! . . . None after- 
ward for about cclxxx years openly affected 
i tes The first of them afterward that 
wore it, and sometimes, perhaps, publicly, was 
Aurelian (A.D. 270)."— Ib. p. 257. And Selden 
quotes a passage from Eutropius (Hist. x.), 
which was misunderstood by a paraphrast of 
the Middle Ages, as if all Emperors “ before 
Diocletian had used diadems; when clearly 
none did otherwise than is before noted. 
. ... Soon after Aurelian the diadem grew 
to be a principal ensign of the Empire” (Ib. 
p. 258). Constantine continually wore the . 
diadem :—so “says Victor or his epitomator 

. . and the author of the Chronicle of 
Alexandria; Constantine first used a diadem 
of pearls and rich stones."— Ibid. 

But further, in order to fill up the his- 
tory :—Plutarch describes the kingly crown 
which Antonius offered Cæsar as ôidôņnpa 
otepava Sddyns mepurenAeyuévov (Ces. 61). 
“Here the orépavos (‘crown’) is only the 
garland or laureate wreath, with which the 
diadem proper was interwoven; indeed, ac- 
cording to Cicero (Phil. ii. 34), Cesar was 
already ‘ coronatus! (=éoredhavepévos): this 
he would have been as Consul, when the 
offer was made. It is by keeping this dis- 
tinction in mind that we explain a version 
in Suetonius (Ces. 79) of the same incident. 
One places on Czsar’s statue * coronam lau- 
ream candidá fascia preligatam; . . . .. on 
which the tribunes command to be removed, 
not the ‘corona,’ but the ‘fascia; this being 
the diadem, in which alone the traiterous 
suggestion that he should proclaim himself 
king was contained."— Trench, Synon., p. 75. 

Spanheim (/. c., Diss. viii.) concludes that 
the earliest of the Cæsars who assumed the 
diadem occasionally was Caracalla (A.D. 212) ; 
and he shows that Sulpitius Severus is in 
error when he describes Vespasian as “ dia- 
demate capiti imposito ab exercitu Imperator 
consalutatus." 

Gibbon (ch. xiii.) thus sums up the facts: 
“The pride, or rather the policy, of Diocle- 


1 Aurel. Victor (Cesar 4) says of Caligula: 
** His elatus dominum dici, atque insigne regni 
capiti nectere tentaverat ;" and in the ** Epitome" 
the same author asserts that Caius actually wore 
the diadem. Suetonius, however, merely says 
that he was very near assuming it, and only 
desisted on the assurance that he had risen 
abovethe highest eminence of kings and sove- 
reigns :—see Merivale, 4 c, v. p. 463. The 
words of Suetonius are: ‘‘ Hactenus de prin- 
cipe; reliqua ut de monstro narranda sunt. 
Exclamavit, «is olpavos @orw, «eis Bası- 
Aeós. Nec multum abfuit quin statim diadema 
sumeret, speciemque principatus in regni 
formam converteret."— Calig. 22. And more 
definitely still, Eutropius also says of Caligula : 
* Primus diademate imposito, dominum se 
appellari jussit." 
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tian engaged that artful prince to introduce 
the stately magnificence of the court of 
Persia. He ventured to assume the diadem, 
an ornament detested by the Romans as the 
odious ensign of royalty, and the use of 
which had been considered as the most 
desperate act of the madness of Caligula.” | 

To suppose that St. John could have in- 
troduced the diadem into the symbolism 
which indicated the Roman Cæsars of his 
generation, is to contradict the most certain 
facts of history: see infra on ch. xiii. 1, and 
ch. xvii.; and note C on ch. xiii. 3. 


NOTE E ON VER. 20.—THE SIBYL SAM- 
BETHA, 


I. The existence of a Hebrew, or rather 
Hebrzo-Gentile Sibyl is to be accounted 
for by the contact of Alexandrine Judaism 
with Greek literature.  Friedlieb (Orac. 
SibylLl, 1852, Einl, s. xxxviii.) regards “the 
old pre-Christian Sibyl of Erythre in Boeotia 
(known to Alexander Polyhistor, Varro, 
Josephus, &c., and quoted by Theophilus, 
Athenagoras, and Lactantius) as being the 
same as the Cumean Sibyl of Virgil’s 
fourth Eclogue,—the Cumzan Sibyl being 
assigned very different mames by Varro. 
Josephus (dnt. i. 43) quotes from the 
Sibyline Books (Book iii. 98, &c.) an ac- 
count of the Tower of Babel, copied from 
Gen. xi. (LXX.)— a passage which had 
been referred to by the heathen writer 
Alexander Polyhistor, a contemporary of 
Sulla. From Judaism this Sibylline litera- 
ture passed over to Christianity; and Sibyl- 
line verses claiming prophetic authority con- 
tinued to be produced down to Cent. v. 
These * Oracles” are quoted with more or 
less respect by Justin M. (pol. i. 20, 44, &c.), 
Clemens Al. (Strom.i. 21; v. 14; &c.), Theo- 
philus Antioch. (ad Autol. iii. 2), &c. Celsus 
(ap. Origen., c. Gels. v. 61, t. i. p. 625) scoffs at 
the Christians as ZugvAMiora.. Among West- 
ern writers Lactantius most frequently refers 
(e. g. vii. 15) to the Sibylline Books. Eusebius 
and St. Augustine do not conceal how little 
value they attached to them. The earliest 
portion of the existing Sibylline Oracles is 
part of Book iii! (ver. 97, &c.), which is 
ascribed to a Jew of Alexandria. It is assigned 
by Ewald to B.C. 124; by others to B.C. 169: 
—see Pusey, “Daniel the Prophet,” p. 362, 
&c.; “Oracula Sibyllina,” curante C. Alex- 
andre, Paris, 1869, p. 351 ; Delaunay, “ Moines 
et Sibylles," p. 246; Edinburgh Review, July 
1877; The Sibylline Oracles, —Two Lectures 
by R. Gibbings, D.D., Dublin, 1878, &c. 


1 In Book iii, writes Mr, Drummond (Zhe 
Jewish Messiah, p. 13), **we possess by far the 
larger part of the Verses (amounting, according 
to Lactantius, Div. Zustt. i. 6, to about a thou- 
sand) of the old Hebrew or Erythrean Sibyl,” 


. (* Vix de ejus etate ambigi potest 
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Of the extant collection of the * Christian 
Sibyllines" Alexandre (/. c., Excursus Vv., pp. 
312-440) assigns B. i. and B. ii. to Cent. iii. 
after Christ; part of B. ii. (lines 1-96, 
295-488) to Cent. ii and Cent. iv. after 
Christ;! B. iv. to the age of Titus, A.D. 79 
. su 
Tito nempe, vel Domitiano."—p. 326)2 _ 

The popular notion was that the Sibyls 
were prophetesses who uttered predictions of 
evil as to cities and countries. As these 
* Oracles" copied Homer, Hesiod, Euripides, 
&c., so they copied the LXX. (see above), 
and also the Apocalypse:—thus in “The 
Woe on Egypt” (B. ili. 317), Rev. vi. 8 is 
closely followed: — 


‘Poudala áp Tot Suehevoerar dppéca ocio. 
Skopmiapos dé re Üávaros kai Arpos epee. 


At vv. 319, 512 (“ Gog and Magog”), we 
recall Rev. xx. 8; Ezek. xxix. At vv. 396— 
400 (“the Ten Horns”), Rev. xvii. 12; &c. 


t Mr. Drummond however (Z c., p. 13) re- 
gards lines 46-96 as ‘‘ of Jewish and pre-Chris- 
tian origin ;" and assigns this section, from its 
clear allusion to the Triumvirs and to Cleopatra, 
**to the period immediately preceding the battle 
of Actium, 31 B.c.” The intervening lines (97- 
294, 489-828) of this third Book, Alexandre 
ascribes to the years between B.C. 170 and B.C. 
164.  Hilgenfeld (Fad. Apok., s. 75) places 
B. iii. between 142 and 137 B.C. Friedlieb ~ 
ascribes this Book to an Egyptian Jew, B.C. 160 ; 
—B. v. he also ascribes to an Egyptian Jew in 
the reign of Hadrian, A.D. 117-138 ; but Bleek 
ascribes'it to a Christian on account of the re- 
ference in it to Nero as Antichrist, and because 
Hadrian is favourably mentioned: Mr. Drum- 
mond, however, questions this conclusion of 
Bleek, because the opinion that Nero was Anti- 
christ (or Anti-Messias,—BeAlap, see B. ii. 167) 
might have been “‘held by a Jew; and at the 
time when the Book was composed Hadrian 
may not have begun to display his hostility 
towards the Jews." 

'There are in all fourteen Books. Of these, 
Books ix. and x. are still missing ; but these, 
Alexandre conjectures, are included in B. viii. 
(A.D. 211), where, at line 217, begins the well- 
known acrostic on the name of our Lord, quoted 
by St. Augustine, De Civ. Dei, xviii. 23. B. xii. 
was printed for the first time in 1817 by 
Cardinal Mai, who has also published the last 
four collectively in 1828 in his Scriptt. Vett. 
Nov. Coll., vol. iii. pars. 3, p. 202. B. xii. is 
assigned by Friedlieb to an Egyptian Jew of 
Cent. iii. ; and the remaining books to Christian 
writers of Cent. ii., and Cent. iii., or, it may be, 
later. 

? ** Christianorum Sibyllinorum primus ha- 
bendus est" (Z c., p. 443). “It seems to have 
been composed about the year A.D. 80, while 
the burning of the Temple (v. 125) and the de- 
struction of Herculaneum and Pompeii (vv. 130, 
131) were still recent."— EZ. Rev., l. c., p. 55. 


E 


II. As to the Sibyl Sambetha, Suidas 
(art. ZiBvAXa XadSaia) writes: : kal mpós 
Twov “EBpaia óvopa(ouévm, y kai Ilepois, ù 
kupi@ óvóuart kaXovuévg Sain, k ToU 
yévovs Tod pakapiwrdrov Nóe:—Of the zen 
Sibyls, adds Suidas, the Chaldzan called 
Sambetha was the first. Lactantius (De fa/sa 
Relig. i. 6) states that M. Varro (ok. A. U.G. 
727) mentions ten Sidy/s, of whom he writes, 
* primam fuisse de Persis;" and we read in 
JElian (Var. Hist. xii. 35) that some count 
Jour Sibyls, to which number others add six 
—éy eevar kai rjv. Kupaiay kal rjv 'IovOaiav. 
Pausanias (Grec. Descr.; Phocia, lib. x. 12, 
Leipz. 1796, t. iii. p. 186) tells us that mapa 
"Efpatots tois tmép Tie llaAaigT(vge yuu) 
xpuapoAóyos, óvoua è aùr XdáfBy Bnpócov 
dé eiva, marpòs . . . hace SaBByv- oi è abrqv 
BafvAevíav, erepor dé ZigóXMav Kadovow 
Alyurriay. Perizonius (in A‘lian., 7. c.) notes 
that this Sabbe is the same as Sambethe—the 
letters M and B being interchangeable; add- 
ing: * Ceterum hec Sambethe etiam Divinis 
honoribus seu sacellis videtur a quibusdam 
culta. Certe ad eam referendum quod 
legimus in illustri inscriptione Thyatirena 
apud Sponium." In Spohn’s travels entitled : 
* Voyage d'Italie et du Levant, fait aux Années 
1675, 1676, A la Haye, 1724”—this Inscrip- 
tion is to ‘be found (vol. i. p. 316) ; and also 
in Boeckh, Corp. Inscr. Græc., § vii. Thyatir. 
Inscr. No. 3509 (vol. ii. p. 839), who states 
that at Thyatira, in the space surrounding 
the temple of a Chaldzan. deity, Fabius 
Zosimus had deposited a chest,-or cinerary 
urn (copóv),—émi rómov kaÜapoü Ovros mpd 
Tis TÓXeos mpòs TO ZauBaOe(o ev rà XadSaiov 
mepidóAo. And Boeckh notes: “ ZauSá8evov 
est fanum Sambathe Sibylle Chaldzez." 
Photius (ap. Montfaucon., Bibl. Coislin., p. 347, 
Questio 160) thus reports the ancient tradi- 
tion that of the ten Sibyls mporn óvopa 
TapB7nOn, Xadrdaiav dé haow adryy oi wadaor 
Aóyot, of è paddov “EBpaiay * kal ô) kai évi 
maiüov Nóe eis yuvaika dppoobjva. ‘This 
tradition is copied from the Scholiast.on the 
Phedrus of Plato, 244 B. It was said, adds 
Photius, that she had predicted the fate of 
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the Tower of Babel; and that, before the 
confusion of tongues, she had uttered her 
oracles in the Hebrew language. 


NOTE F ON VER. 20.—THE READING rjv 
yvvaiká cov. 


This reading is certainly ancient; it is 
supported by the MSS. A., B., together with 
several! cursives, among which is the cursive g 
(“ Parham, No. 17”), pronounced by Dr. 
Scrivener (Cod. Augiensis, p. lxxii.) “to yield 
in value and importance to no copy of the 
Apocalypse except the three Uncials” (then 
known to him,—z.e, A, C, B):—see his 
collation, Lc, p. 533. It is supported by the 
Syriac Version and by St. Cyprian. Andreas, 
Arethas, and Primasius also adopt it. St. 
Cyprian (Epist. lii. ad Anton., p. 72) writes: 
* Alio item loco pcenitentie tempus datur, et 
poenitentiam non agenti Dominuscomminatur: 
* Habeo inquit, adversus te multa, quod uxorem 
tuam Jezabel, que se dicit propheten, Kc.” 
Andreas (7. c., p. 15) quotes the verse, read- 
ing rj» yvvaikd cov, but thus interprets: 
dXÀà Oikaias piv emipeppopat, ore Tijv Tov 
NikoAairv aipecw, THY TpomiKds &vopag-= 
pévgv "IeCaBeN, K. T. A. And so Arethas (ap. 
Cramer, p. 212): Neyer è rpomikàs ravTny 
dua ToU Tis le(aj9éÀ Ovógaros THs TO '"AxaàB 
cuvoiknodons, K. T. 4. Primasius (ed. Migne, 
t. lxviii. col. 807) also reads “thy wife”: 
—“ Sed habeo adversus te multa, quod 
sinis uxorem tuam Jezabel, quz se dicit pro- 
phetam,” &c. 

For the omission of gov the Uncials N, C, P 
testify; many cursives, e. g. 1, 7, 36, 38, 95; 
together with the Vulgate, Coptic, Arm., 
and Ethiopic versions. Tertullian also 
adopts the reading rjj» yvvaika :—“ Joannes 
in Apocalypsi . . ubi ad angelum Thya- 
tirenorum Spiritus mandat habere se adversus 
eum, quod teneret mulierem Jezabel, quod se 
prophetin,” &c.—De Pudicit., c. 19. 


1 Tischendorf (8th ed.) notes: **Gb, Sz, Ln, 
Ti, add cov cum AB al” syr And"? Are Cyp'? 
Primi? 
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536 | v. 1—2. 
ND unto the angel of the 
church in Sardis write; These 
things saith he that hath the seven 
Spirits of God, and the seven stars ; 
I know thy works, that thou hast a 

name that thou livest, and art dead. 

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready 


CHAPTER III. 


2 The angel of the church of Sardis is reproved, 
3 exhorted to repent, and threatened if he do 
not repent. 8 The angel of the church of 
Philadelphia 1o is approved for his diligence 
and patience. -15 The angel of Laodicea 
rebuked, for being neither hot nor cold, 19 and 
admonished to be more zealous. 20 Christ 
standeth at the door and knocketh. 








[Ver.1[T.R.omits rst érrd].—om. ró. Ver. 2 £yeANov.—orz. rá [so A, C ;S—N, B, P read ra &pya ]. 
—rov eod pov. Ver. 3 om. 1st èri ce [notin 1, but added by Er. after the Vulg.]. Ver. 4 adda 
éxers.—om. ist kai. Ver. 5 ovtws.—édpohoynow [the words êk rìs BiBA. . . . TO dvopa avro, 
omitted in 1, were supplied, after his manner, by Er. from the Vulg.]. Ver. 7 6 dAnOiwds, ó 
yos [so N, A ;—C, B, P read ó dy., ó ad. ].—kXelaet.—kAeiov [so 1; but Er. altered this reading 
after the * claudit " of Vulg., although kAeíov was confirmed by,Valla].—[A, C, P, 1 read avotyet. 
N, Bread ávo(£ec]. Ver. 8 qv for kai bef. oddeis. Ver. 9 zj£ovow.—mpookvvijsovow. Ver. 11 om. 
idov [so also 1; the Vulg. has ecce]. Ver. 14 ris êv Aaodixia ékkA.—6 ddnOuvds [so N, C]. Ver. 15 
js [The words of T. R. ójeXov Wuxpos eins i) (eorós are not found zz the text of 1; but 
in the beginning of the Commentary we read: ó 6eoAóyos gyal Tpnyópios * Spevhov Nrvxpos 


js, 1) Ceres. 


eins is due to Erasmus]. Ver. 16 (earós ovre vy 


vxpós. Wer. 17 ovdev. Ver. 18 


éyypica. Ver. 20 [A, P, 1 omit (before eioehevoopar) the kai, which is read by N, B]. 


THE EPISTLE TO SARDIS (1-6). 


1. in Sardis] Sardis, the ancient capital 
of Lydia and residence of its kings until 
Creesus, was situated, to the south of Thya- 
tira, and three days journey to the east of 
Ephesus, at the northern foot of Mount 
Tmolus. Pactolus, of the golden sand, a 
brook which came from Tmolus, ran through 
the agora of Sardis, and beside the great 
temple of Cybele. Sardis was remarkable in 
antiquity for its riches and its luxury; it 
was nearly destroyed by an earthquake under 
Tiberius, but was restored by that Emperor 
(Tac. Ann. ii. 47). Although of diminished 
importance, it was still a considerable town 
(Strabo, xiii. 4, 5) ; and so continued down 
to the end of the Byzantine Empire. In Cent. 
xiii. it was destroyed by Tamerlane. Melito, 
who wrote a commentary on the Apocalypse 
(Euseb. iv. 26), was Bishop of Sardis, circ. 
A.D. 170. See Introd. $ 2 (a). 

that hath the seven Spirits of God,] For 
the attributes now ascribed to Christ, see on 
ch. i. 4,16. This description is new in form 
rather than in meaning,—see ch. iv. 5; v. 6. 
Christ, as Son of God, £a: the Spirit of God. 
By the Spirit, the Lord addresses the Churches 
(ch. ii. 7, 11, 17, &c.); and to a church, as 
here, “sunken in spiritual deadness . . . He 
presents himself as having the fulness of all 
spiritual gifts” (Trench, p. 154). The phrase 
is important as bearing upon the “ Procession” 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son ;—cf. ch. v. 6. 
This reference to the Spirit, “the Giver of 
Life’ (rd worotov of the Constantinopolitan 
Creed,—that Divine Life of which all “the 





Seven-fold Gifts” are but forms,—bears upon 
the spiritual condition of Sardis: see below, 
“thou hast a name that thou livest” (Plump- 
tre spouse 

and the seven stars ;] Cf.ch.i. 16, 20; and 
the note on ch. i. 16. This “is the only ap- 
proach to a repetition in the titles of the 
Lord throughout all the Epistles. . . But the - 
repetition is only apparent” :—see ch. ii. r: 
In the combination here we have “a hint of 
the relation between Christ, as the giver of the 
Holy Spirit, and as the author of a Ministry 
of living men in his Church,’—for “the 
Stars are the Angels” (Trench, 2b.). Cf. Eph. 
iv. 7-12; John xx. 22, 23; and see on ch. i. 20. 
The Lord speaks as about to withdraw that 
Spirit, and to let that Star fall from His hand. 


a name that thou livest, and thou art 
dead.| Spiritually dead: see above, and ver, 
2; cf. Luke ix.60. Some writers make the 
fantastic comment that, in the words * thou 
livest,” there may be an allusion to the name 
of the bishop of Sardis, which may have been 
Zosimus or Vitalis. 


2. Be thou watchful,| “Become watch- 
ful,” which thou art not now: “ Awake and 
watch,"—see on ch. i. 9; cf. Eph. v. 14. 


and stablish the things that remain,] 
The parts of the church which remain 
(Bleek); or the graces not yet extinct (Bengel, 
Ewald, Alf.). Others, regarding the neuter as 
denoting a fallen condition (cf. 1 Cor. i. 27; 
Ezek. xxxiv. 4; Zech. xi. 9), understand per- 
sons,—those members of the Church which 
yet remain, which are not yet dead though at 
the point to die ;—so De Wette, Ebrard, Bis- 
ping; and see Winer, § 27,5. Archbishop 


1 Thess 


l2. 
IX Pet. 
Q, 


v. 3—4.] 


to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God. 

3 Remember therefore how thou 
hast received and heard, and hold 
‘fast, and repent. ‘If therefore thou 
+ shalt not watch, I will come on thee 
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as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee. 

4 Thou hast a few names even in 
Sardis which have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with 
me in white: for they are worthy. 





Trench (Auth. Vers. of tbe New Testament, 
p. 167) writes: “ The Angel . . . is not bid- 
den to strengthen the graces that remain in 
his own heart, but the few and feeble believers 
that remain in the Church over which he pre- 
sides.” Burger denies this reference to the 
* few names” or persons, who, he observes, are 
spoken of in ver. 4. He understands the great 
majority of the members of this church, who 
are now sunk in spiritual sleep; and he con- 
siders that to rouse them up from their 
slumber is the duty here imposed on their 
Bishop. 

which were ready to die:] See vv. ]:— 
things, or persons, as before. ‘The past tense 
is either “the epistolary aorist,” as in ch. i. 2; 
or it is meant that the Lord, Who is the 
speaker, looks back to His inquiry into the 
state of this Church (De Wette). 


for I have not found thy works perfect before 
my God.] Or I have found no works of 
thine fulfilled, or “complete,” so as to 
reach the standard which God requires ;— 
see vv. //. See also John vii. 8; xv. 11; Xvi. 
24. 
fia the words “my God" (see ch. ii. 7), 
the judgment of the speaker is bound on to 
that of God (Alford). In Sardis only which 
is “dead,” and in “lukewarm” Laodicea (ver. 
16) is there no mention of foes within or 
without. How often has the coldness ofa 
church been the result of its repose? 


3. Remember therefore| See ch. i. 19 on 
word therefore (ody), found twice in this verse. 

how thou hast received] On the thought 
here cf. Col. ii. 6: note also the perfect 
tense. The doctrine had not suffered from 
heresy. Sardis had kept what she had re- 
ceived, but had lost zbe 4ow,—the manner 
in which she had once received it (Ebrard, 
Düsterd.) Vitr. De Wette and Hengst. also 
refer not to the manner of receiving but to 
avhat had been received, “qualem doctrinam 
ab apostolis acceperis" (Grotius). On the 
other hand,—the Lord is reminding Sardis 
of the heartiness, the zeal, the love, with 
which she received the truth at the first 
(Trench, p. 159) Burger would unite both 
the manner, and the matter,—cf. 1 Thess. i. 9; 
TINI. 

and didst hear;] ‘The tense is changed: 
—how thou once didst hear: the perfect 
implies the possession of the truth ; the aorist 





points to the want of works corresponding. 
Ewald explains, “the receiving” the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, which remain; and then the 
“ bearing doctrine preached,” which was a 
momentary act. 


and keep [it], and repent.] The present 
tense (“keep”) denotes an abiding habit. 
Note the use of the verb “ keep” absolutely; 
the word is characteristic of St. John, signify- 
ing to “keep” my word, my commandments, 
&c.:—cf. ver. 8; John xiv. 15; 1 John ii. 3; 
and Introd. $7, m. (d), 1. In the aorist 
(“ repent”) is implied “a quick and decisive 
act of amendment” (Alf.). 

shalt not watch,| ‘This warning, and that 
in ver. 18, are combined in ch. xvi. 15. 


I will come as a thief,| See vv. J. ; and 
cf. ch. xvi. 15. He comes not “ quickly,” as to 
Pergamum (ch. ii. 16); nor after * a time,” as 
to Thyatira (ch. ii. 21); but unexpectedly “as 
a thief.’ The stealthiness of the thief, not the 
violence of the robber, is implied in the original. 
The Lord repeats his own words, twice 
spoken, Matt. xxiv. 42, 43; Luke xii. 39, 40; 
words which profoundly impressed the early 
Church, cf. 1 Thess. v. 2, 4; 2 Pet. iii. 1o: 
—see Trench, p. 160. This is a striking 
instance of the fact referred to in the notes 
on ch. i. 3; ii. 16, viz. the association of lan- 
guage specially referring to the Second Ad- 
vent, with some signal judgment about to 
overtake the church of Sardis :—cf. ch. ii. 25. 


what bour) Diisterd. points out that this 
is not a Hebrew construction (De Wette, 
Ebrard), but regular Greek ;—cf. John iv. 52 
and Winer, § 32, s.205. From the similarity 
of the warnings here, and in ch. xvi. 15, 
Ebrard infers that Sardis (and also Laodicea, 
see ver. 18) will exist at the time of the sixth 
Trumpet and sixth Vial ;—see on ver. 10. 


4. But thou hast a few names in Sardis] 
See vv. J. Perhaps there is a reference here 
to “thou hast a name,” ver. 1; or “names” 
may be used for “ persons,’ as in ch, xi. 
13; Num. iii. 40; Actsi. rs. Bengel notes 
that these few had not separated themselves 
from the church of Sardis, fallen though it 
was. Cf. Matt. xiii. 30, 47. 


which did not defile their garments :] 
For the metaphor here, see Jude 23 :—their 
spiritual attire, the robe of baptismal purity, 
Gal. iii, 27; Eph. iv. 24; not the “ white 
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5 He that overcometh, the same 
shall be clothed in white raiment ; 
and I will not blot out his name out 


J Phil. 4 of the "book of life, but I will con- 


'^* fess his name before my Father, and 
before his angels. 
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[v. 5—7: 


6 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. 

7 And to the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write ; These things 
saith he that is holy, he that is true, 





garments? twice referred to in the context, 
and which are assumed at the Resurrection,— 
ch. vi. 11 ; vii. 9. 

with me] Cf. John xvii. 24. 

in avbite;] Hereafter. “ In white garments,” 
“white” is the colour of heaven, see on 
ch. i. 14 :—the ellipsis is filled up in ver. 5. 


avorthy,| Meet for the robes of heaven, cf. 
Matt. x. 10, 13, 37 :—“ There is another very 
fearful ‘They are worthy’ in this Book (xvi. 
6)” (Trench, p. 164). 


5. He that overcometh, shall thus be 
arrayed} (See vv./L). l.e.—as those just 
mentioned ; or, “ thus” may be plequastic, see 
on ch. ii. rs. See ch. vii. 13. - 

in white garments;] See on ver. 4:— 
cf. ch. vii. 14; xix. 8. White represents the 
effulgence of light; and we are reminded of 
the words “Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun," Matt. xiii. 43; cf. also 
Ps. civ. 2; Dan. xii. 3. 

and I willin no wise blot out His name] 
See John vi. 37. The benefit here is personal. 
We thus learn that a name, though written in 
“the Book of Life,” may be blotted out :— 
the result is told in ch. xx. 15. 

out of the book of life] See ch. xiii. 8; 
xvii 8; xx. I2, I5; xxi. 27; and compare 
Ex. xxxii. 32; Ps.lxix. 28; Isai. iv. 3; Ezek. 
xiii. 9; Dan. xii 1; Phil. iv. 3 (in addition to 
which express mention of “ the Book of Life,” 
St. Paul elsewhere refers, without an image, 
to God’s eternal purpose of love toward his 
saints, Eph. i. 4, 5:—see Trench, Studies in 
the Gospels, p. 234). In ch. xiii. 8 we read 
of “ the Book of Life of the Lamb ;” and the 
Lord speaks of those whose “names are 
written im heaven” Luke x. 20; compare 
Heb. xii. 23. Some see here an emblem of 
“the Divine memory,"—cf. the words of 
St. Augustine quoted on ch. xx. 12. Others 
(Vitringa, Schóttgen, Züllig) derive the 
image from the genealogical tables of the 
priests: see Ezra ii. 62; Neh. vii. 64. 

In ch. vii, Dan and Ephraim, both leaders 
of apostasy, are omitted from the names of the 
Twelve Tribes. There is not, however, in the 
entire Scripture any mention of a contrasted 
‘book of death:'— see on ch. xx. 12; and 
cf. Isai. xlviii. 19. 

and I will confess bis name] Here are 
combined the * confessions," of Matt. x. 32 


and Luke xii. 8 ; “ What I say unto you I say 
unto all? The Lord is now setting His seal 
from heaven upon His words uttered on earth. 
(Trench, p. 168.) 

The promise in this verse to him “that 
overcometb ” is threefold, as in ch. ii. 17, 26— 
29:—(1) the vesture of the company of 
heaven (see ch. xix. 14); (2) eternal life 
secured; (3) the public recognition that he 
is Christs. The kingly rule of the saints 
had been indicated in ch. ii. 27, 28; here 
their priestly functions are implied in their 
white raiment :—see Ex. xxviii. 39, 42 ; Ezek. 
xliv. 17, 18. 

The words—* out of the book of life, and 
I will confess his name”—omitted in his 
manuscript, were supplied by Erasmus after 
the Vulgate: see vv. JI. 

6. He that hath an ear,| See on ch. ii. 29. 
This Epistle is in a great part woven together 
of sayings of the Lord preserved in the first 
three Gospels, rather than in St. John's: e.g. 
the watching and the coming as a thief, see ver. 
3 (compare Mark xiii. 37) ;—^ The Book of 
Life" (cf. Luke x. 20), with the “ confessions,” 
see ver. 55—and also the words common to 
all these Epistles,—-so constantly on our 
Lord's lips, and yet never found in the fourth 
pe He that hath an ear, let him 

ear. 


THE EPISTLE TO PHILADELPHIA (7-13). 


7. And unto the angel of the church in Phil- 
adelphia| This city on the eastern frontier 
of Lydia, to the south-east of Sardis, on the 
little river Cogamus, at the foot of mount 
Tmolus to the north-west, was built by 
Attalus Philadelphus, king of Pergamum, B.C. 
138. Nocity of Asia Minor suffered so much 
from earthquakes by which it was nearly 
destroyed, A.D. 17 (Tac. Ann. ii. 47; Strabo, 
xii. 4). To this event allusions have been 
found in the words “thou hast a little power,” 
ver. 8 ; and in the image of a “ pillar,” ver. 12: 
—see on ver. 14. Ignatius writing to this 
church, calls it in the salutation of his epistle, 
* Philadelphia in Asia," to distinguish it from 
other cities of the same name. Its modern 
name is Allah Sc2abr, and under this name 
it alone is included in the list of modern 
cities: it still retains a Christian population ; 
it has several churches, and an active trade. 

In the * Apost. Constitutions" (vii. 46) we 
read: “ Demetrius was appointed bishop of 


v. 8.] 


he that hath the key of David, he 

that openeth, and no man shutteth ; 

and shutteth, and no man openeth ; 
8 I know thy. works: behold, I 
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have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: forthou 
hast a little strength, and hast kept my 
word, and hast not denied my name. 





Philadelphia by me "—doubtless the Apostle 
John, who is referred to just before as having 
appointed the bishop of Ephesus; see on ch. 
il. 1. This is probably the Demetrius men- 
tioned in 3 John 12. 


he that is true, he that is holy,] See 
vv. H. ‘These are titles which, in their 
absolute sense, belong to God only, see ch. iv. 
8; vi. ro; John xvii. 3, 11 ;—cf. “Very God, of 
very God” in the Nicene Creed. ‘The anti- 
thesis, according to the well-known distinction 
between dàņôwós here (a word which is found 
in the New Testament in Luke xvi. rr; in 
1 Thess. 1. 9; three times in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews; and twenty-three times in St. 
John's writings, of which ten cases occur in 
this Book), and àAg65« (not found in the 
Apocalypse),—is not between the zrze (John 
iii. 33) and the false (Titus i. 2), but between 
the perfect (John i. 9) and the imperfect (see 
on ver. 14). Hence no contrast is intended 
here between “truth ” and “ falsehood,” as in 
ver. 9. 
The title * 5o]j" is emphatically ascribed 
to Christ in John wi. 69 (according to the 
true reading, “the Holy One of God”), and 
finds its explanation in John x. 36. The 
fundamental idea of dysos—‘ a word of rarest 
use in Attic Greek "— is “ separation,” “ con- 
secration and devotion to the service of 
Deity.” Thus the Jews were “holy,” for 
God mis Poly cu (Lev. xix, 2) Hence the 
‘Trisagion’ of ch. iv. 8. For the word óatos, 
which also denotes “ oly,” see on ch. xv. 4:— 
cf. Trench, Syz. of the N. T., p. 313. 


he that hath the key of David,| The “key” 
is the symbol of authority,—see on ch. i. 18, 
Christ's authority is exercised over the king- 
dom of God—to open its doors and invite all 
to enter—as being supreme Lord, and heir of 
the throne of David ;—see ch. v. 5; xxii. 16, 
and cf. Luke i. 52. Of His own right the 
Lord “ath” this key; which was only en- 
trusted to, or “/aid upon the shoulder” of 
Eliakim (2 Kings xvili. 18), in that passage of 
Isaiah (xxii. 20-22) which is plainly referred 
to here. Eliakim had been installed as 
steward of the king’s household; and “he 
key” had been committed to him as the 
symbol of his office. The historical bearing 
of this reference falls into the background. 
The words are chosen because they describe, 
in terms which the prophecy had made 
familiar, that aspect of the highest sove- 
reignty which was now most needed (cf. 
Plumptre, p. 177). David is ever the type 





of the supreme ruler of the Theocracy— 
Jer. 3x3. 9; Ezek XXXiv: 23: XXXVI 2472 
Hos. ili. 5. The “house of David” is, in 
the Old Test., the typical designation of the 
“ Kingdom of David” (Ps. cxxii. 5; Isai. vii. 
2); and the true kingdom of David is the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ—the Church of 
God of which the Lord Himself has “ the 
keys,” and the power of admitting thereto 
(Matt. xvi. 19; xxviii. 18). 

be that openeth,| There is more than one 
explanation, not altogether satisfactory, here: 
such as a reference to ch. i. 18 ;—or to the 
power of opening out the sense of Scripture, 
ch. v. 9; Luke xi. 52; xxiv. 32 ;—or, nearly 
to the same effect, that of Irenzus (iv. 20, 2) 
who applies these words to the opening of 
the Sealed Book, ch. v. 4, 5. 

and no man shall shut, and that shutteth, 
and no man openeth ;| (See vv. 1). “He has 
not so committed the keys . . . to any other 
... but that He still retains the highest 
administration of them in His own hands.” 
Trench, p. 173. 

The attributes which the Lerd here as- 
cribes to Himself are not taken so fully from 
ch. i. as in the case of the other addresses. 
In ch. i. 13, 14, He appears as the Holy One, 
but is not so named ;—in ch. i. 18, He holds 
the “ keys,” but not in the same sense as in 
this verse. Hengst., however, takes the sense 
to be the same: **'T'o whomsoever He opens 
with the key of David, for him He shuts 
death and Hell.” 


8. I know thy works] Either put abso- 
lutely, conveying comfort, and without refer- 
ence to the words which follow, *because 
thou hast" &c.;—or, as Bengel, De Wette, 
Ewald, explain, with that reference, and 
defining “the works,” the intervening clause 
being parenthetic, viz—“I know thy works; 
... that thou hast,’ as in v. 1, 15: cf. ch. 
Daas 

(Jehold, I have set before thee a door 
opened, which no man can shut),] (I e., 
Ihave given, Gr. dédaxa. See vv. //). 

A metaphor often used by St. Paul,—Acts 
xiv. 27 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 9; 2 Cor. ii. 12 ; Col. iv. 3. 
Christ, Who “hath the key of David," has 
opened the door for the Gentiles of Phil- 
adelphia; and, in general, for the missions of 
the Church, —see ver. 9; cf. Matt. xi. 12; 
Col. i. 13. Some take the words to mean 
“entrance into the joy of thy Lord,” Matt. 
xxv. 21; 2 Pet. i. 11; others, “into the hid- 
den meaning of Scripture;" &c. 
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9 Behold, I will make them of the 
synagogue of Satan, which say they 
are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come 
and worship before thy feet, and to 
know that I have loved thee. 





Ebrard connects “ behold” here, with 
“ behold” which occurs twice in ver. 9 :—(1) 
the blessing which the Lord has given ; (2) 
the opposition which He gives; (3) the 
victory which He will give. 

On the redundant pronoun here, frequent 
in relative sentences, cf. ch. vii. 2, 9; xx. 8: 
see Winer, $ 22, 4, a. 

that thou hast] Or, because. Either 
«TI know thy works... that thou hast,” d'c., 
as in ver. 1; or—without the parenthesis— 
giving the reason of the privilege just stated. 


a little power,| Thus rendered, the 
words express one of three good qualities, here 
stated, which mark this Church, The ma- 
jority, however (omitting theindefinite article), 
understand “thou hast little power, and 
yet,” &c. :— they were poor in number and 
in wealth compared with the Jews.’ 

and didst keep my avord,|] See on ver. 3. 

and didst not deny my name.) ‘The 
tenses denote a past occasion in which Phil- 
adelphia had been faithful: or, *and yet 
thou didst," &c.,—see above. 

9. Bebold, Y give of the synagogue of 
Satan,| ‘The partitive genitive" (Winer, 
§ 59,s. 466),—“ certain persons from out 
of the synagogue.” ‘The present tense “ I 
give” is taken up below in the formal 
future “I will make.”  Duüsterd. rejects the 
senses “patiar” (Wolf); “I give to thee” 
(Hengst.) Not false Christians, but Jews 
are meant; Jews of the class referred to in 
ch. ii. 9. See Introd..§ 4, b. 

of them which say they are Jews, and, 
they are not,| In apposition with “the syn- 
agogue of Satan :”—see on ch. ii. 9. 

but do lie; behold, I will make them] Viz, 
“ them which say.” 

to come and worship before thy feet,| The 
tenses here are in the future, see vv. /).,—a 
construction characteristic of St. John, “that 
they shall come and worship;” cf. ch. xiii. 
12; John xvii. 2: see Winer, s. 258, and 
Introd. § 7, iv. (f). There is areference to the 
fulfilment of Isai. 1x. 14 (cf. Zech. viii. 20-23) ; 
and to “the opened door,” ver. 8. What is 
said in Isai. xlix. 23, is here said of certain of 
the Jews. In this one instance Israel appears 
to submit to the Gross. Commentators of a 
certain school place the restoration of the 
Jews under the sixth Vial, where we meet 
again the warnings of this chapter, vv. 4, 18 ; 
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[v. 9—10. 


10 Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, 
to try them that dwell upon the 
earth. 





see ch. xvi. 15. Archbishop Trench (p. 177) 
refers to St. Ignatius (ad Philadelph., 6), whose 
words imply the actual presence in this Church 
of Jewish converts, who preached the faith 
which once they persecuted. 

and to know that I have loved  tbee.] 
The “I” is emphatic: Note here the form 
jqyámca, and see on ver. 19 where a different 
verb occurs expressing greater tenderness and 
personal affection ; cf. John xxi. 16, 17 ; and 
Trench, Syn. of N. T., p. 38. Düsterd. illus- 
trates the strictly aoristic sense (“that I 
loved thee”) by r John iv. 1o, 11. 


10. didst keep the word of my patience, ] 
To “my word” (ver. 8) is added “ of my 
patience”; “the whole Gospel, teaching as 
it does the need of a patient waiting 
for Christ" (Trench) ;—or understand “ the 
word”? enjoining that patience which be- 
longs to me and mine, ch. i. 9 (De Wette) ; as 
Mr. Green translates, “ My patience-enjoin- 
ing word;"—or, the special saying of Christ 
enjoining patience, Matt. x. 22; Luke viii. 15. 

from the hour of trial, that [hour] 
which is to come on the whole world,| 
Or, the hour of temptation which is about 
to come. For the language and meaning 
here, cf. John xvii. 15: see aiso ch. vii, 3, 14. 
'The reference is to the predicted trial, Matt. 
xxiv. 21, &c.; and so it is said, ver. 11, “I 
come quickly.” Philadelphia, notes Ebrard 
on ch, xvi. 15, is to exist under the sixth 
Trumpet; but shall be preserved from the 
hour of trial which is to come “ oz the whole 
world” (ch. xvi. 14) :—its “trial” or “ temp- 
tation” is to be that of the sixth Trumpet and 
sixth Vial:—see on ver. 3.. (World, or in- 
habited earth,—oikovpévy). 

to try them] Or to tempt them. 


that dwell om the earth.) Meaning, ac- 
cording to the usage of the Apocalypse (ch. 
vi. Io; vili. 15; Xl. 10; xiii. 8, 14), the mass 
of mankind as contrasted with believers re- 
deemed from “every people and tongue," ch. v. 9 
(Diisterd.); the redeemed being “ contem- 
plated as already seated in heavenly places 
with Christ" (Trench). They “ that dwell 
on the earth” are opposed to those “ that 
tabernacle” in heaven,—cf. ch. xii. 12 ; xiii. 
6. Züllig sees the fulfilment of this promise 
in ch. vii. 1, &c. 

Here only, in the Seven Epistles, is there 
some degree of consent among commenta- 


v. II—12.] 


11 Behold, I come quickly: hold 
that fast which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown, 

I2 Him that overcometh will I 
make a pilar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: 
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and I will write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, which is new Jeru- 
salem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God: and J will 


write upon him my new name. 


tors that Antichrist is spoken of:—see “I 
come quickly,’ ver. 11; and cf. Andreas in 
foc. Different writers discover here refer- 
ences to the persecutions under Nero, or 
Domitian, or Trajan (Diisterd. ia Joc.). 
Ebrard understands the time of the sixth 
Trumpet and Vial: see above. 

11. I come quickly :] (Omit “ Behold,”’—see 
vv. ll). This key-note of the Apoc.—at times 
(ch. ii. 16) a word of fear—is here a word 
of comfort; cf. ch. xxii. 7, 12, 20 (Trench, 
p. 179):—it is an exhortation, too, the only 
one that Philadelphia needed. ‘The expres- 
sion has also reference to “the hour” in ver. 
Iro. As to the distinction between absolute 
and relative duration, see on ch. i. 1; viii. r. 

hold fast that which thou bast, Viz. 
that strength and faithfulness described in 
vv. 8-10 :—Ephesus, too, * bad" a hatred of 
the works of the Nicolaitans, ch. ii. 6. This 
possession each one must “bold fast” in 
order to retain the “croan:” ch. ii 25; 
Matt. xxiv. 13. 

that no man take thy crown.| See on ch. ii. 
to. De Wette, followed by Archbishop 
Trench and others, explains, “to take away,” 
* qvegnebmen," "auferre," as in ch. vi. 4. 
Archbishop Trench regards the words as 
exactly equivalent to Col. ii. 18. Others, 
with the Vulgate, * accipiat," “receive” (cf. 
Matt. vii. 8; Luke xi. 10; John xvi. 24), 
i.e, ‘in thy stead, the place of glory de- 
signed for thee;" as David succeeded Saul 
(1 Sam. xvi. 1), — or Matthias Judas (Acts 
i.20, 25),—or the Gentiles the Jews (Rom. 
xi 11): cf. ver. 5. On the word “crown” 
see note D. on ch. ii. 1o. 

.19. He that overcometh, him will I 
make] For the constr. cf. on ch. ii. 26. 

a pillar] A promise of permanence is con- 
veyed by this expression, not a title of dignity 
asin Gal. ii. 9 (Trench). The “ Candlestick” 
(ch. ii. 5) may be removed ; the pilar remains 
fixed. Düsterd.(with Bengel, Ewald, Hengst., 
Ebrard) takes the words as referring to future 
glory,—the community of believers forming 
the Temple of God (see ch. xiii. 6; 1 Pet. ii. 5), 
and the individual saints appearing as pillars 
i ii. 9),—an explanation not very different 
rom the preceding. Various other references 
are given: Eichhorn refers to Isai. xxii. 23 ;— 
Stern to Jer. i. 18 ;—Vitringa, Ziillig, &c. 
to r Kings vi. r9, 21; Jer. Dh. 26; and 
they compare the two pillars called “ Ja- 


chin” and “ Boaz,” names which | probably 
signify * God will establish in strength, or 
firmly, the Temple and the religion connected 
with it’ (see the note on 1 Kings vii. 21). Both 
the names signify permanence, notes Words., 
who adds, that in the ancient temples of Asia 
to which St. John wrote, and of Greece, pillars 
of temples were often sculptured in suman 
shape, such as the Caryatides at Athens, and 
the Atlantes still visible at Pompeii. 

This figure of permanence may be used in 
contrast to the earthquakes frequent at Phil- 
adelphia, see on ver. 7. Compare the remark- 
able words of Gibbon, quoted on ver. 13. 

in the temple of my God,| Properly *8anc- 
tuary,’ Naos; the ‘Temple, in its more 
limited and more august sense, as the ‘ habita- 
tion’ (vate, habito) of God ; into which Zacha- 
rias entered to burn incense (Luke i. 9), but 
into which the Lord, not being of the Levi- 
tical Priesthood, never entered during His 
ministry on earth (Trench, Synon., p. 11):— 
see on ch. xi. 1, 2; and cf. ch. vii. 15: xxi. 22 ; 
John ii. 19-21. Note,—The word Hieron 
(iepóv, templum) which signifies the whole 
compass of the sacred enclosure, and which 
is frequently found in the Fourth Gospel, 
does not occur in the Apocalypse. When 
the Apocalypse was written, the ‘Temple’ 
had been destroyed for more than a quarter 
of a century. There is no Temple indeed 
in the heavenly Jerusalem (ch. xxi. 22), but 
the City is all Temple. The saints are no 
longer the stones merely, as in the imagery 
of the Church Militant (1 Cor. iii. 16; Eph. 
ii. 19-22), but the pillars themselves ;—cf. 
Alf. zz loc. 

The image of the pilar is now dismissed, 
and “the Conqueror” alone remains. 

The Visions with which the Apocalypse 
closes are anticipated here,—the spiritual 
Temple, the Holy City, the impress of the 
Divine Name :—see ch. xxi. 10, 223 XXil. 4. 

and be shall go outthence no more:] Ie., 
from the heavenly Temple. Cf. the thought 
expressed in John viii. 35; x. 28, 29; Matt. 
XXV. IO. 

and I will write upon bim] Not upon the 
pillar (Grotius, De Wette), but upon the 
conqueror shall be written tree names :— 

(1) the name of my God,| Diisterd. (after 
Ewald, &c.) suggests a reference to the High 
Priest’s frontlet (Ex. xxviii. 36-38), illustrat- 
ing this by the seal on the brow of the faithful, 
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13 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. 


I4 And unto the angel of the 





ch. vii, 3 ;.ix. 4 ; xiv. 1 ; xxii, 4;—this dignity 
being common to all who share in the royal 
priesthood, ch. i. 6; 

(2) and the name of tbe city of my God,] 
Viz. “ Jehovah-shammah," “ the Lord is 
there,” Ezek. xlviii, 35 :—cf. ch. xxi. 11, 23. 
While on earth the citizenship of the saints 
(Phil. iii. 20)-is latent; hereafter, thus sealed, 
it is their right to enter in by the gates into 
the City, ch. xxii. 14 (Trench, p. 183). Pro- 
fessor Plumptre (p. 187) prefers the name 
* Jehovah-Tsidkenu,” * The Lord our Right- 
eousness” which was.to be the name of the 
City in its glorified state, no less than of the 
Anointed King (Jer. xxiil. 6; xxxiii. 16). 

the new Jerusalem,| Omit which is. In 
ch. xxi. 2, 1o, the title “holy” is given it, as in 
Matt. iv. 5; xxvii. 53 ; (cf. Neh. xi. 1; Isai, 
xlviii, 2); but this title the earthly city had 
forfeited for ever. In Gal. iv. 26, we read of 
* Jerusalem which is above ;”—in Heb. xii. 22 
of “the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem” (Trench, p. 184). 

St. John uses, in his Gospel, only the Greek 
and civil form.of the name Jerusalem; in the 
Apocalypse always the Hebrew and more 
holy appellation, as writing of the Heavenly 
City which is described in ch. xxi. 2, 10; 
xxii. 5 ;—see Introd. § 7, iv. (a). 

which cometh down out of heaven from my 
God,| The construction is an instance of 
“irregular apposition,’—Winer, § lix. 11. 
In ch. xxi. 2, the City is the glory of “ the 
new earth;” and its spiritual character is 
here represented by its descending from God. 
Its citizens are to bear its name when finally 
transferred to heaven.. 

Archbishop Trench happily. quotes on 
these words the lines of Bernard of Clugny 
in his Laus Patria Calestis :— 


** Me receptet Sion illa, 
Sion, David urbs tranquilla, 
Cujus faber Auctor lucis, 
Cujus porte lignum Crucis," &c. 


(3) and mine own new nameé.] Omit the 
words in italics, I will write upon him. The 
uncommunicated Name, ch. xix. 12 (cf. ch. ii; 
17),—not that in ch. xix. 13, or 16 :—see on 
ch. vil. 3. The name ’Apviov, * the Lamb,” 
—which is applied to Christ 28 times in the 
Revelation, and not elsewhere,—has been 
suggested as being “the new name” here 
(see Plumptre, p. 188) :—but for this sug- 
gestion there seems to be no sufficient reason. 

In these three names, we seem to have 
the baptismal formula of Heaven: the Name 
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[v. 13—14: 


church 'of the Laodiceans write 
These things saith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the begin- 
ning of the creation of God ; 


of God the Father;—tlie Name of the Son; 
—the Name of this City, or Tabernacle, built 
up of the redeemed as “living stones,” “ the 
Temple [vaós] of the Holy Ghost” (x Cor, iii, 
I6; vi. 19; I Pet. ii. 5) :—cf ch. xiii. 6. 

The expression “my God” occurs four 
times in this verse,—see ver. 2. 


13. He that hath an ear] See on ch. ii. 7. 

Gibbon having touched upon the present 
condition of the other six Churches, writes :— 
* Philadelphia alone has been saved by pro4 
phecy or courage. At a distance from the 
sea, forgotten by the Emperors, encompassed 
on all sides by the Turks, her valiant citizens 
defended their religion and freedom above 
fourscore years, and at length capitulated 
with the proudest of the Ottomans.: Among 
the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, 
Philadelphia is still erect—a column in a scene 
of ruins—a pleasing example that the paths of 
honour and safety may sometimes be the 
same.”— Decline and Fall, ch. lxiv. 


THE EPISTLE TO'LAODICEA (14-22). 

14. in Laodicea] (Seewv.//.). Laodicea, at 
first Diospolis (its tutelary deity was Zeus), 
then Rhoas (Plin. v. 29), was lastly named by 
Antiochus ii, one of the Seleucid kings 
(B.C. 261—246), after his wife Laodice. The 
modern Turkish name is Eski-Hissar, “the 
Old Castle” It was situated on the Lycus 
a tributary of the Meander, in the south- 
west of Phrygia, not far from Colosse 
and Hierapolis (CoL iv. 13), and forming 
with the other Apocalyptic Churches a sort 
of semicircle round Ephesus. “ Laodicea 
and Hierapolis stand face to face, being 
situated respectively on the southern and 
northern sides of the valley [of the Lycus] 
at a distance of six miles, and within sight of 
each other, the river lying in the open plain 
between the two. The site of Colosszx is 
somewhat higher up the stream."— Bishop 
Lightfoot, Epp. to the Col. and to Philem., p. 2. 
A powerful Jewish colony seems to have 
existed in Laodicea, Col. ii. 1; iv. 13-16. 
It was specially called * Laodicea on the 
Lycus" (A. 7 émi Aóxo) to distinguish it 
from several other cities of the same name. 
Under the Romans it became one of the im- 
portant seats of commerce in the interior of 
Asia Minor; its trade consisting in the ex- 
change of money, and in woollen manufactures 
(Cic. ad Div. ii. 17; Strabo, xii. 8, 16); 
tne *raven-blackness" of its fleeces being 
much esteemed:—see Lighttoot, Lc, p. 4; 
cf. vv. 17, 18. Of Ephesus and Laodicea 


. 1 Or, zx 
? Laodicea, 
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alone among the Seven Churches do we 
read elsewhere in the New Testament; see 
the references above, and note B, on ch. i. 
4. The cities in the valley of the Lycus 
were exposed to constant danger from earth- 
quakes; and similar catastrophes befel the 
neighbouring cities of Sardis, and Smyrna, 
and Philadelphia (Tac. Ann. ii. 7 ; Strabo, xii, 
8; Chron. Pastb. i. p. 489). Laodicea the 
flourishing and the populous was laid in ruins 
about A.D. 63. ‘Tacitus places the earthquake 
in the year 6o. [* Eodem anno ex inlustribus 
Asie urbibus Laodicea, tremore terre pro- 
lapsa, nullo a nobis remedio propriis opibus 
revaluit.”—_Ann., xiv. 27]. As here stated, while 
other cities, prostrated by a like visitation, had 
sought relief from Rome, “it was the glory of 
Laodicea that she alone neither courted nor 
obtained assistance but recovered by her own 
resources,” and rose again with more than 
her usual splendour (Lightfoot, Z. c., p. 43). 
In these facts we have the best illustration of 
wv. 17, 18. Neither metropolitan Ephe- 
sus, nor imperial Sardis could lay claim to 
such independence: * No one would dispute 
her boast that she had *gotten riches and 
had need of nothing?" (75, p. 44). Subse- 
quently, at the outset of the Paschal contro- 
versy, A.D, 165, her bishop Sagaris, a name 
held in great honour, fella martyr at Laodicea 
(Euseb. iv. 26); and the fact that Laodicea 
became the head-quarters of this contro- 
versy (see Hefele, Concil. Gescb., i. 297 ff) 
testifies as to the prominence ofthis Church 
at the end of Cent.ii. From century to cen- 
tury, however, its influence declined. Bishop 
Lightfoot sums up its history (/. c., p. 64, &c.): 
—Having accepted the Nicene decisions in 
the Arian controversy (Labbe, Concil., t. ii, 
P: 236), Laodicea, through its bishop, joined.in 
the condemnation of. Athanasius at the synod 
of Philippopolis, A.D. 347 (Labbe, z2., p. 744). 
At the “ Robbers’ Synod" of Ephesus (A.D. 
449) its bishop adopted the policy of Diosco- 
rus, and the opinions of the heretic Eutyches. 
Two years later, at Chalcedon (A.D. 451) the 
pishop of Laodicea sided with the orthodox 
party, and condemned the Eutychian heresy 
which he had so lately supported (Labbe, /. c. 
iv. p. 82, &c.), and the same vacillation and 
infirmity of purpose characterized this Church 
amid the religious troubles of làter times, e.g. 
in the matter of Photius and the Eighth 
General Council (see Hefele, Concil Gesch., 
iv. s. 378). “At length the name of this 
primitive Apostolic church passes wholly 
out of sight. The Turkish conquest pressed 
with more than common severity on these 
districts. "When the day of visitation came, 
the church was taken by surprise . . . The 
long impending doom overtook her, and the 
golden Candlestick was removed for ever from 
the Eternal Presence. ”—Lightfoot, ib., p. 72. 
For the remains of Christian churches at 


Laodicea, see Fellows, Asia Minor, p. 282 ; 
Pococke, Description of tbe East, ii. p. 74. 

The * Apostolical Constitutions’ (vii. 46 ; 
see note F on ch. i. 20) name Archippus as 
first bishop of Laodicea ; and St. Paul's words 
(Col iv. 17) have suggested that the Archip- 
pus there spoken of, may have been the 
negligent “Angel” here addressed. The 
name Archippus also occurs, Philem. 2; and 
were he, asis most probable, son of Philemon, 
a principal convert in the Colossian church, — 
and whose son might well have been chosen 
to the office of bishop,—“ it would be nothing 
strange to find him. some thirty years later 
holding his office still? (Trench, Z«., p. 190). 
That the ministry of Archippus was exer- 
cised at Laodicea is regarded as most probable 
by Bishop Lightfoot (/.c., p. 375) ;—see note A 
on ver. 19. Here, too, in Cent. iv., was held 
the Council: whose sixtieth Canon contains 
a list of the Books of the Old and the New 
Testament “which were to be publicly read 
in the Church” (see Hefele, Lc. i. p. 749) ;—a 
definition: which explains the absence of the 
Apocalypse from that list: see Introduction, 
§ 3. 


These things saith tbe Amen,| This title, 
“ Amen,” is used here only as a proper name, 
—cf. 2 Cor.i. 20. See the note on Isai. Ixv. 16, 
where the remarkable expression, “ the God of 
Amen” (jJON,—LXX. ddnéivds), is found. 
The absolute. certainty of what. the Lord 
will announce to this “ Angel,” is implied in 
the verse, 


the faithful and true witness,|: See: vv. 
].; and the same epithets (without the 
articles) in ch. xix. 11 :—the epithet “true” is 
applied absolutely to Christ in 1 John v. 20. 
This explanatory note on the word “ Amen,” 
is quite after the manner of St. John,—see 
on ch. ix. 11, The language, too, is cha- 
racteristic of the Apostle,—cf. John iii. rr, 
32, 33; Xvi- 37; see on. ch. is 5a Tens 
to be noted, moreover, that our Lord is 
“ faithful” only in the sense: of “ trust- 
worthy," *to be believed," as the word is 
used 1 John i; 9; cf. 1 Thess. v. 24; 2 Tim. 
ii. 11;—not in the sense of “trusting” or 
“believing,” as the word is used John xx. 27. 
Man may be “ faithful” in'both senses; God 
only in the former. And thus the “ truthful- 
ness," or “veracity,” of Christ is asserted in 
the word “ faithful,”—not in the other epithet 
“ true,’ which asserts “that he realized and 
fulfilled in the highest sense, all that be- 
longed to a witness” (Trench, p. 193): see 
on ver. 7. 


the beginning of the creation of God ;] Not, 
as the Arians held, in a passive sense, ‘the 
first created,’—a sense excluded both by the 
context, and by the whole conception of the 
Lord's Person in this Book (see ch. i. 8; 
xxi. 6 ;—xxii. 13:—how, asks Düsterd. “could 
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15 I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot: I would 
thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth. 





every creature in Heaven and earth, ch. v. 13, 
adore Him, if He Himself were one of them, 
cf. ch. xix. 10 ?"),—but in an active sense, 
‘the Beginner’; in the words of the Creed, 
“by Whom all things were made” (John i. 
1-3; Heb. i. 2; cf. Rev. iv. 11). He is princi- 
pium, not initium; and that, too, as “princi- 
pium principians,” not * principium principia- 
tum ;" — tbe Beginning’ (Col. i. 18) from 
which all Creation emanates; as the ‘ Last’ 
(ch. i. 17) signifies the end to which all 
Creation tends. In a word, He is the source 
not only of the first Creation, but also of the 
new Creation, which springs from Him as the 
second Adam :—* Behold I make all things 
New,” ch. xxi. 5. 

15. I know thy works,| Partly a menace 
(ver. 16), partly a counsel (ver. 18). 

I would] In form a wish,—in reality a 
regret (Trench). On the text of this verse, 
see vv. JJ. 


thou wert cold or bot] Diisterd., followed 
by Alf., understands the fervent zeal of the 
true believer (Rom. xii. 11), on the one 
hand; and active hostility to Christ, on the 
other,—the * /ukewarm” state being specified 
in ver.16. Archbishop Trench more justly 
explains “cold”? to mean “one hitherto un- 
touched by the powers of grace ;” “ lukewarm” 
to mean “ one who has tasted of the good gift 

... but in whom that grace has failed to 
kindle more than the faintest spark." “ The 
publicans and harlots were cold; the 
Apostles Pot; the Scribes and Pharisees 
lukewarm ;” cf. Luke vii. 36-50, and the 
thought conveyed in John ix. 41 :—so also 
Bengel, Ebrard, &c. The reproof of “ luke- 
warm” Laodicea is specially characteristic, 
by contrast, of the Apostle who records this 
message, —St. John, the Son of Thunder, 
whose zeal had not lost its old intensity; cf. 
2 John, ro, 11 (Plumptre, Zc., p. 199). 

16. So because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither hot nor cold,| (See vv. ll). “Thus,” 
“So then,” Sic igitur,—cf. Rom. i, 15; see 
also on ver. 5. 

I will spew thee| Note the announcement 
of the certainty of judgment expressed by the 
absolute future in ch. ii. 5, 16, 23; iii. 3; while, 
here, the possibility of yet averting that judg- 
ment is expressed by uéAAo (cf. ver. 2). 

out of my mouth.| Archbishop Trench 
prefers to connect this verse with ver. 17 ;— 
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lv, 15-15. 


17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked : 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me 





placing a semicolon here at the end, and a full 
stop at the end of ver. 17. So also Burger, 
who takes ver. 18 as a new proposition placed 
in contrast to vv. 15-17. The question is 
* whether Christ threatens to reject him, 
because he says I am rich, d5'c. ; or whether, 
because he says he is all this, therefore 
Christ counsels him,” as in ver. 18. The A. V. 
adopts the latter connexion. 

For the subsequent religious history of 
Laodicea, see on ver. 14. 


17. Because thou sayest,] The punctuation 
of the A. V. is adopted by Bengel, Ebrard, 
Diisterd., Alf.:—the analogy of vv. 8, 10; 
or of ch. xviii. 7, 8, may be quoted as au- 
thority for either view as to the connexion. 


Iam rich,] Spiritual riches are, of course, 
the predominant idea; but the reference to 
the worldly prosperity of Laodicea need not 
be excluded :—opulent in worldly riches, she 
was spiritually destitute. For the pride in 
her wealth and grandeur which Laodicea 
manifested, see on ver. 14. 


and have gotten riches, and have need 
of notbing;] Gr. “in nothing,” see vv. I. 
Writers find here a climax—riches gradually 
increasing to self-sufficingness, cf. 1 Cor. iv. 8 ; 
Hos. xii. 8, “two passages of holy irony ” 
(Trench). 

and knowest not that thou] ‘Thou of all 
others, —observe the emphatic pronoun. 


art wretched,| Gr. “the wretched one:” 
—this adjective (raAaízepos) is found only 
here and in Rom. vil. 24. 


and miserable,| And éXeewós also, only here 
and in r Cor. xv. 19. It seems better to 
render thus, than to take the last four adjec- 
tives as subordinate to the article before the first 
of the five,-—“the wretched and miserable 
...&nd naked one.” Archbishop Trench, 
accepting the authority for reading an article 
before the second adjective also, renders,— 
“that thou art the wretched and the 
miserable one, and poor,” &c. (A, B= 6 
€Aeew.). The three concluding adjectives 
would thus correspond with the three clauses 
of ver. 18, although in a different order. 

and poor, and blind, and naked :] See on 
ver. 18. 


18. I counsel thee] The question whether 
a new sentence begins here, summing up the 
result of the previous remonstrance ; or 


sb. z2. 5. 


v. 19—20.] 


gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayest be rich ; and white raiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed, and that 
the shame of thy nakedness do not 
áppear; and anoint thine eyes with 


"rov. 3. eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 


I9 ^As many as I love, I rebuke 
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and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent. 

20 Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I wiil come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me. 





whether this verse has to be connected with 
ver. 17, has been stated in the note on ver. 16, 

to buy of me] . Or “from me,"—the words 
are emphatic; cf. Isai.lv.1. In Christ are 
hidden “all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge: —so St. Paul had told the Colossians 
(Col. ii. 3), and had desired (Col. iv. 16) that 
his Epistle should be read at Laodicea. But 
the Laodiceans “had not learned their lesson ” 
(Trench, p. 202.) 

gold refined by fre,] Le. fresh burnt 
out of the fire —'not only tried by the 
process, but bright and new from the fur- 
nace” (Alf:): see on ch. i..15, and cf. Zech. 
xiii 9 (LXX). This may be regarded (see 
on ver. 17) as taking up the epithet * poor." 

that thou mayest become ricb;] Cf. ch. 
IP tt Cor. i. 5; Bph.i £8: 

and white garments, that thou mayest 
clothe thyself,] See on wv. 4,5. On this 
clause, cf. ch. xvi. 15. 

and |that| the shame of thy nakedness be not 
made manifest;| T.e., either now, or at the 
Last Day when each guest must have “the 
wedding garment,’—Matt. xxii. 11-13: see 
on ch. xix. 8. This clause may be regarded 
as taking up the ¢hird epithet, *za£ed," in 
ver. 17; cf. Isai. xlvii. 3. 

From the similarity of the language here 
to that of ch. xvi 15, Ebrard infers that 
Laodicea, as well as Sardis and Philadelphia, 
will exist under the sixth "Trumpet (s. 439); 
see on vv. 3, Io. 

&nd eye-salve to anoint thine eyes,] 
(See vv. I.) “ Eye-salve," or collyrium, was 
an ointment made up in the long and round 
form of a cake of bread, collyra:— cf. 
1 Kings xiv. 3 (LXX.); Hor. Sat. I. v. 30. 
Spiritually understood (cf. Ps. xiii. 3; xix. 
8) the unction of the Holy Spirit is denoted 
(see 1 John ii. 2e, 27), as by “gold” the 
genuine Christian graces are intended, and 
by “ white garments” the righteousness of 
which they are the symbol, as in ch. xix. 8. 

As before, the epithet * 27z4" in ver. 17, is 
now taken up. Under the light of these 
words we can discern the spiritual significance 
of John ix. 6, 41. 

19. As many as I love, Note the em- 
phatic position of the personal pronoun at the 
beginning,—the prerogative here assumed by 
Christ. Note also the verb (pô), different 
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from that used in ver. 9, now expressive of 
personal affection. ‘The menace of ver. 16 is 
softened here. 

I reprove] See John iii. 20; viii. 46 ; xvi. 
8,—Gr. convict. The verb implies that the 
person reproved is convinced (cf. 2 Sam. xii. 
I3); it expresses an essential element of the 
chastening which follows. 


and chasten:| Hitherto, from verse r5, the 
Lord has exercised the force of conviction; 
this, as well as His chastisement, He here 
declares to flow from His /ove. The verb 
rendered £o chasten means in Scripture, ‘to 
educate by means of correction :—both ideas 
are combined in Heb. xii. 5, 6. As in 2 Sam. 
xii. 14, so here the correction follows the 
conviction (Trench, p. 210). 


be mealous| ‘This word ((Xeve, through 
Gros connected with (éo,andthus with ¢eards, 
ver. 15) is chosen as the word of exhortation, 
with special reference to the lukewarmness 
of Laodicea (cf. Trench, p. 210). Addressed 
to the * Angel" of the Church—and most 
probably to Archippus (see on ver. 14)— 
these words are the counterpart of the * take 
beed ? of St, Paul, Col. iv. 17:—see Note A 
at the end of this chapter. 


20. Behold, I stand at the door] D üsterd. 
thinks the meaning to be merely *I come 
quickly," as in ch. ii. 5, 16; iii. 3, 11; cf. 
James v. 9. The usual interpretation, which 
refers to “the door” at which the Lord 
* stands and knocks,’—the door of the heart,— 
is far better. 


and knock:| Ebrard explains by Luke xii. 
36; but the greater number of writers by 
the parallel words in Cant. v. 2,—the 
obvious bearing of which passage is of 
itself an answer to Ewald's and De Wette's 
assertion that there is no allusion to the 
Song of Solomon in the New Testament. 
The whole tenor, however, of the imagery 
which represents the relation of the Church 
to Christ as that of the Bride to the 
Bridegroom, is founded upon that Book, 
—see ch. xix. 7. ^ Between sleeping and 
waking, [the Bride] has been so slow to 
open the door, that when at length she does 
so, the Bridegroom has withdrawn (Cant. 
v. 5, 6) . . This exactly corresponds to the 
lukewarmness of the Angel here" (Trench, 
p. 214). i 
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21 To him that overcometh will 


I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne. 


REVELATION. III. 


[v. 21—22. 


22 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. 


"MEOS so x oL S P oT cq. HUE LL ae 


I will come in to bim, and will sup with 
him] Cf. ch. xix. 9; Matt. xxii. 2. 

and he with me.] Compare St. John's usual 
style,— John vi. 56; xiv. 20; xv. 4; XVii. 21, 
23. Indeed the parallel between this verse 
and John xiv. 23, is very remarkable. In 
both passages the Divine Presence is condi- 
tional, —c£. ch. il. s, 16; iii; 3. 

This conclusion of the Epistle contrasts 
strongly with its beginning (ver. 16): “ No 
other opens with such sharp unsparing seve- 
rity; no other closes with such yearning 
tenderness, and a promise so exceeding glori- 
ous " (Plumptre, p. 207). 

21. He that overcometh, to him will 
I give] Seeon ch. ii. 26. 

to sit down with me in my thrane,| “A 
magnificent variation of Christ's words, spoken 
in the days of ‘his flesh,— John xvii. 22, 24” 
(Trench). Here only inthe New Testament 
is the preposition zz (not upon) ‘twice used 
with “ throne,’ denoting admission into, ses- 
sion in, the same throne; not the act of 
taking a seat upon a separate throne:—cf. Matt. 
xix. 28; Rev. iv. 2, 9; &c. (Words.). Matt. 
xxiii. 22 is not an exception. 

The full glory of the‘‘ Conqueror” is eternal 
communion with the Father and the Son ; or, 
briefly, to reign with Christ,—ch. xxii. 5. The 
fulfilment of this pledge is to be looked for in 
éternity, as the prize of the victory over the 
world, over death, andoversin. Inthis wesee 
the accomplishment ofthe function committed 
to the Son, John v. 22, 27, with which words 
this passage isin perfect harmony. Hence 
the futility of Scholten's assertion (/. c., s. 9), 
that St. John could not have written the 
Apocalypse, because this promise contradicts 
the saying, “is not Mine to give,’—Matt. xx. 
23; Mark x. 40. 

as I also overcame,] (Omit,even). This 
thought is echoed at ch. v. 5; John xvi. 33. 

and sat down with my Father .in bis 
throne.| The tenses point to the historical 
facts of the Resurrection and Ascension. 
Some erroneously distinguish here between the 
thrones of the Father and the Son, in opposi- 
tion to ch. xxii. 1; cf. Mark xvi. 19; Heb. xii. 2. 

More than was promised to the Elect 
'Twelve (Matt. xix. 28) is here promised to 
every believer ; and, as being the last of the 
promises to the Seven Churches, this is the 
climax of all (cf. Trench). 

22. unto the Churches.) See on ch. ii. 7. 
The fact already noted (see on ch. i. 11) that 
the Seven Epistles form a body of instruc- 


tion addressed to the Church’ Universal, of 
itself suggests the thought that the promises 
annexed to each Epistle are not to be re- 
garded as unconnected ;—that each reward has 
a wider application than to the particular 
victory which has in each several case been 
won ;—that the promises, in short, do not 
relate to distinct places or gradations of glory, 
to be assigned hereafter according to that 
degree of faithfulness which had been mani- 
fested in the different Churches, but that 
the Seven Promises combine to form one 
picture of the future bliss of heaven. The 
different forms in which Christian faith, during 
every stage of the Church’s progress, may be 
exhibited are, first of all, exemplified in the 
different Epistles: (1) In the first (ch. ii. 
2-4), patient endurance and the rejection of 
evil, the faith that labours and does not feel the 
toil, which preserves the freshness of its first 
love;—(2) In ch. ii. ro,.the being faithful 
unto death in days of suffering and perse- 
cution;—(3) In ch. ii. 14, the rejection of 
idolatry and .all appeals to sensuality ;—(4) 
In ch. ii. 20, so essential to the Christian life 
are purity and personal holiness, the same. 
object as in the third Epistle is repeated, and 
for this the servant of God must strive ;—(5) 
In ch. iii. 2, 3, watchfulness and repentance ;— 
(6) In ch. iii.8,the keeping Christ’s word, and 
the not denying His name ;—(7) In ch. iii. 
18, the coming to Christ Himself for strength. 
In each case, the promise forms the sequel. 
Distinct promises, however, are not made to 
distinct classes of those who fight the good 
fight of faith. The promise annexed to each 
Epistle is designed to set forth a particular 
aspect merely of the general condition re- 
served for a// who shall have “ come out of 
the great tribulation” (ch. vii. 14); and to 
which, in ch. xxii. 17, “the Spirit and the 
Bride” invite the Redeemed. ‘No support. 
in a word, is given in these two chapters 
to the conclusion that ‘there is to be an 
advance from: glory to glory; or that the 
different stages must be traversed in succes- 
sion. Were this so, the glory promised in 
the first Epistle-;would be expressed by “ the 
circle of light " most remote from the Divine 
Presence; whereas in ch. xxii. 2, the same 
promise of the 'Tree of Life is the crowning 
blessing of the saints. Nor are the rewards 
to differ in degree; for the promise to the 
faithful in each church, although not ex- 
pressing a// that will be their portion, cannot 
be regarded as less glorious in one instance 
than in another :—nay, it is expressly declared. 
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in ch. xxi. 7: “ He that overcometh shall 
inherit these things,’—that is to say, all the 
blessings of * a new heaven and a new earth,” 
Least of all can we conclude that the faithful 
in Smyrna and Philadelphia—churches which 
alone are not censured—have certain stages 
of progress te pass through hereafter; while 
the faithful in Laodicea at once attain the 
Divine Presence. The result, accordingly, is 
that we are here given, separately, the outlines 
of the picture which represents the condition 
of the Redeemed after this life ; and that the 
picture itself is only then complete when these 
different outlines are combined. This fact is 
declared in ch. xxi. 7: and the description 
must necessarily (1 Cor. ii. 9) be conveyed 
either by means of human conceptions; or 
by means of what has been already revealed 
in Scripture or in the.system of the Church. 
'The unity of this picture may be illustrated 
by the fact that the Seven Promises at length 
find their complete fulfilment in the splen- 
dours of the New Jerusalem, described at 
the end of the Book. 

'These Seven aspects of the future of the 
Kedeemed are as follows: I. The first 
promise, ch, ii. 7,—is Immortality ; II. In the 
second, ch. ii. 11,— * He that overcometh 
shall not be hurt by the second death ;” 
III. In the third, ch. ii. 17,— The heavenly 
food imparts the New Life; announces a 
share in Christ's priestly character, and, to 
those who bear the “new name,” enrolment 
in the company of heaven; IV. Inthe fourth, 
ch. ii. 26—28,—Share in Christ's royal domi- 
nion is oonferred; V. In the fifth, ch. iii. 5,— 
'The vesture of heaven is assumed, full se- 
curity is pledged, the conqueror's name is 
confessed; VI. In the sixth, ch. iii. 12,— The 
pledge of security is repeated, introducing 
the inscription of the Three Names,—the bap- 
tismal formula of Heaven ; VII. Inthe seventh, 
ch. iii, 21,— The promise “ He shall sit with 
me iz my throne " completes the picture. 

A different view is here taken by Archbishop 
Trench. Writing (p. 217) of "the order 
in which the promises of the Seven Epistles 
succeed one another,” he considers that “it 
is impossible not to acknowledge such an 
order here,—an order parallel to that of 
the unfolding of the kingdom of God from 
its first beginnings on earth to its glorious 
consummation in heaven.” We are led from 
Paradise (ii. 7),--to the Fall (Gen. ili. 19 ; 


Rev. ii, 11),—to the Church in the wilder- 
ness (ii. 17),—to the triumph of David and 
Solomon over the nations (2 Sam. viii. 1-13; 
Rev. ii. 26, 27). The scenery now changes 
from earth to heaven. The fifth promise holds 
forth *the Book of Life" (iii 5), with the 
attendant glories ;—then comes the * New Je- 
rusalem " (iii, 12) ;—and then the admission 
to the throne of Christ (iii.21): “It is here, 
to compare Divine things with human, as in 
the Paradiso of Dante. There, too, there 
are different circles of light around the throne, 
each, as it is nearer to the throne. of an in- 
tenser brightness than that beyond it and more 
remote, till at last, when all the others have 
been past, the throne itself is reached, and the 
very Presence of Him who sits upon the 
throne, and from whom all this light and this 
glory flows.”—p. 219. 

“ The general idea of this picture," writes 
Godet (/c., p. 294), “contains the representa- 
tion of all the shades (nuances), and, in some 
sort, the statistics, of all the spiritual states, 
good or evil, in which terrestrial Christianity 
can be found. ... The number Seven denotes 
here, as elsewhere, a totality. , But, according 
to the thought of the Book, the subject is a 
simultaneous, and not a successive totality, as 
those wish who see in these Seven Churches 
the representation of the principal phases of 
the history of the Church.” It is the point 
of departure, however, of the Lord’s progress 
that is indicated here:—“ This point of 
departure is the condition of the Church at 
the moment of the Vision, and not the un- 
rolling of her future history which is com- 
prised in the Visions that follow."— 2. 

In this opening Vision, contained in ch. ii. 
and ch. iii, Ebrard understands St. John to 
see the Son of Man in His relation as Shep- 
herd to the Church—cf. ch. ii. 27. 





According to the general opinion the first 
division of the Apocalypse ends here ; whether 
the first three chapters be regarded merely 
as the Prologue to the Revelation Proper, or 
whether—as is far more consistent with the 
character of the Book—they themselves con- 
stitute the First Vision vouchsafed to the Seer, 
who describes beforehand (see ch. xxii, 17) 
the state which awaits those who have passed 
through “the great tribulation,’ the various 
aspects of which form the theme of the Apo- 
calypse. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. III. 19. 


NOTE A ON VER. 19.—THE ALLEGED OPPO- 
SITION BETWEEN ST. JOHN AND ST. PAUL. 


It is necessary to consider with care the 
theory which places the Apocalypse in oppo- 


sition to so important an element of the New 
Testament as the writings of St. Paul. 

It is a fixed idea with the rationalistic 
school that St. John had no other object in 
the Apocalypse than to uphold the Jewish 
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type of Christianity in opposition to the, so- 
called, Pauline; and that the Book through- 
out has *a tendency which beyond mistake 
denies the teaching of Paul" (Max Krenkel, 
| c, s. 21). Everything breathes, we are 
told, the fierce and wrathful spirit of Judaism ; 
and the writer's design is to appear as the 
open antagonist of the Gentiles: e.g. the 
Apocalypse condemns unconditionally those 
who “eat things sacrificed to idols” (ch. ii. 
14,20; cf. 1 Cor. x. 25-31) ;'—it denounces 
marriage between Christians and the heathen 
as mopvela (ch. ix. 21), in contradiction to 
1 Cor. vii. 12-16 ;—it manifests this hatred by 
likening all who adopt any heathen usage to 
Balaam and Jezebel (ch. ii. 14, 20) ;—in fact, 
the Book everywhere exhibits hostility to the 
Apostle of the Circumcision. Carrying out 
this theory, Baur (Christenthum der dret erst. 
Jabrb., 2 Ausg., s. 83) asserts that St. Paul is 
never named, or, if ever, only in the way of 
hostile allusion, by the ecclesiastical writers 
of Asia Minor in the period following that of 
St. John ;—while the writer on the Apocalypse 
in Schenkel’s Bibel-Lexicon (s. 163) alleges 
that St. John is “ best satisfied with Ephesus, 
which is precisely the Church where Paul 
had met with the sharpest resistance (Rev. ii. 
1-7; Acts xix. 9, 29; 1 Cor. xvi. 9)."? 
Writers argue thus:—Keim (7. c., s. 158), 
having noted that St. Paul (Gal. ii. 9) reckons 
St. John, after James and Peter, as the third 
representative of “ the Judzo-Christian Jeru- 
salemitish tendency,” alleges that if we add 
the Apocalypse to the Gospels of Mark and 
Luke, “we get a decisive proof that, from 


1 Thus Aubé (ist. des Persécutions, Paris, 
1875), asserting that the Seven Epistles have 
this antagonism as one leading object, adds, 
with reference to the eating “‘ things sacrificed 
to idols”, “le dernier trait est évidemment 
dirigé contre les disciples de Paul” (p. 111). 

? [n reply to this latter statement, we need 
only read Rev. ii. 5. And in reply to the former, 
we can refer to the Epistle of St. John's dis- 
ciple Polycarp, in which St. Paul is the only 
Apostle, and St. Paul's Epistles the only Apos- 
tolic writings, mentioned by name (see Bishop 
Lightfoot, Contemp. Rev., May, 1875, p. 832); 
or, again, to the sayings of the '* Presbyters," 
which are still to be read in the writings of 
Irenæus, who insist alike on 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26, 
and John xiv. 2. So far is Irenæus himself 
from seeking to efface the influence of St. Paul 
that he represents the church of Ephesus as the 
genuine preserver of Apostolic tradition because 
St. Paul was its founder, and because St. John 
laboured there till the reign of Trajan (Adv. Her., 
iii. 3). Least of all, indeed, if we bear this fact 
in mind, could this church of Ephesus have re- 
garded these their two Apostles as hostile to each 
other,—the one (St. Paul) as a false Apostle ; 
the other (St. John) as **the Judeo-Christian 
disturber of the Gentile-Christian Paulinism.” 
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the year 7o to the year 100 [i e, from the 
years in which, according to Keim, these two 
Gospels were written], John has been ac- 
counted a strictly Judzo-Christian Apostle.” 
Thus in Rev, xxi. 14, the T'welve—a number 
which includes John, and excludes Paul—are 
associated as “foundations” of the future 
Jewish Jerusalem ;! just as the Book, by 
contrasts easy to be recognized, assails and 
denies. the position of Paul. Keim, indeed, 
will not go so far as Volkmar (/. c., S: 25 ff) 
in identifying St. Paul with the False Prophet 
of Rev. xiii. 11; but he argues that in the 
Seven Apocalyptic Epistles, especially that 
to Ephesus (ch. ii. 2), the reference to the 
Paulinians—especially including their Apostle 
himself—is not to be mistaken, cf. 1 Cor. ix. 
I, 2, and even Acts xv. 25, &c.; as to the 
disputes at Ephesus, see Rom. xvi. 17-20 
(L c., 8.160, Anm.). Krenkel (4. c., S. 104 ff), 
differing from Keim, attributes the Apocalypse: 
to St. John, and believes that he resided at 
Ephesus; but he makes the two Apostles to 
differ altogether in their mode of regarding 
the Roman Empire, comparing Rom. xiii. 
with Rev. xiii, where St. John ascribes the 
power of Rome to the Devil. Further, 
Krenkel (agreeing with Volkmar) asserts that 
St. John, in Rev. ii. 2, as clearly as the Apo- 
calyptic form admits, condemns St. Paul 
who, on his side, states that Ephesus was the 
seat of the opposition to his Apostolic autho- 
rity (see 1 Cor. xv. 32; xvi. 8, 9; 2 Cone s 
8, &c.). If St. Paul speaks of his knowledge 
of what were “the deep things of God” 
(1 Cor. ii. ro), this is styled in Rev. li. 24, 
“the deep things of Satan”; and Krenkel 
contemplates with pity “ the tragic conflict of 
these two followers of Christ,”—understand- 
ing St. Paul's words in Gal. i. 8, 9, and St. 
John's words in Rev. xxii. 18, 19, as directed 
against each other. The same conclusion is 
asserted by Renan (Saint Paul, p. 303, &c.) 
who maintains that St. Paul was regarded by 
a party in the Church, from A.D. 54 (Acts 
xviii.) and his rupture with St. Peter (Gal. ii. 
11), as a most dangerous heretic;—a false 
Jew (Rev. ii. 9 ; iii. 9) ;—a false Apostle (Rev. 
ii, 2) ;—a false prophet (Rev. ii. 20?) ;—a new 
Balaam (Rev. ii. 6, 14, 15; cf. 2 Pet. ii. 15; 
Jude rr);—a wicked one who ushered in 
the destruction of the Temple (Cement. Hom. 
ii. 17);—a Simon Magus? Renan dwells 


1 See Introd. $ 7, I. (y). Bengel acutely notes 
that St. Paul, as Apostle of the Gentiles, could 
not be included here,—see Matt. xix. 28. 

2 On the words ‘‘ thy wife Jezebel” Renan 
notes: ‘‘ Désignation symbolique de Paul, 
envisagé comme infidéle, et entrainant le peuple 
à Yinfidélité."—4J75. 368. ‘* Les chapitres ii. et 
iii. de Apocalypse sont un cri de haine contre 
Paul et ses amis."— 0. p. 367. 

3 «Il n'est pas douteux que sous le personnage 
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particularly on St. Paul's toleration of mixed 
marriages (see above) as identifying him, in 
the Jewish mind, with Balaam who :seduced 
the Israelites of old (Num. xxxi. 16) ;—cf. 
Acts xv. 20; xxl. 25: ‘Cette zopve(a en re- 
lation avec Balaam est l'étincelle électrique 
qui fait suivre dans les ténèbres le courant 
de haine contre Paul."—7J5. p. 304. 

Without dwelling minutely on this tissue 
of extravagance, and arbitrary assumption, 
and criticism run wild,—which Renan with 
unconscious truth describes as proceeding 
*in the dark,"—it may be well to note how 
accordant in tone of thought, and often in 
language, is the teaching of St. John and of St. 
Paul. It is easy to recognize the accordance 
of Rev. xviii. 20 with Eph. iii. 5 (“ His holy 
Apostles and Prophets”); as well as of Rev. 
XXi. 14 with Eph. ii. 20 (“the foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets”)—the idea ex- 
pressed by GeuéMos being a favourite one 
with St. Paul, e. g. Rom. xv. 20; 1 Cor. iii. 
Io, II, I2): but the essential agreement of 
the two writers appears every where. 

In Rev. i. 4 St. John adopts the Pauline 
form of salutation “grace to you and peace” 
(Rom. i. 7) which is found in all St. Paul's 
Epistles (except the Pastoral, where “ mercy ” 
is added, as it is in 2 John 3);—Rev.i. 5; 
iii. r4 are to be compared with Col. i. 15-18; 
—Rev. xvii. 14 with Rom. viii. 30, 37, and 
r Tim. vi. 15 ;—Rev. v. 6, 9 with 1 Cor. 
v. 7, the sacrifice of Christ being regarded 
by both as representing that of the true 
Paschal Lamb. Where, we may challenge 
the objector to point out, is there a trace 
in history of the existence of a “ Johan- 
nean” party in the Church, by the side of a 
“Pauline”? St. Paul in 1 Cor. i. 12 refers 
to the tendency, which he explains ‘more 
fully in Gal. ii.; but his only reference to St. 
John—and that too in the only place where 
St. John's name is found in his writings—is that 
St. John had given him “the right hand of fel- 
lowship” (Gal. ii. 9). ‘That the spirit of St. 
John's writings is in close harmony with the 
spirit of the elder revelation is, of course, 
obvious; and every reader of the Apocalypse, 
and indeed of St. John’s Gospel and Epistles, 
can at once discern how he is disposed to 
adopt (while investing them with an elevated 
and spiritual meaning) the symbols and forms 
of Judaism, rather than to disown them :— 
see e.g. Jobn iii. 14; vi. 31; vii. 38. But does 


de Simon le Magicien l'auteur des Homélies 
pseudo-clémentines ne veuille désigner souvent 
l'apótre Paul:;"—cf. av0éornnds mon and À ei 
kareyrecuérov pe Aéyes, Hom. xvii. 19, with 
Gal. ii. i1; also Hom. xvii. 12-17 with 1 Cor. 
xii. 1; Hom. ii. 17 with Acts xxi. 28. Renan 
places the date of these ‘‘ Homilies” in A.D. 
150 or 160:—‘‘Pour leur caractère d'hostilité 
contre Paul, voir surtout Hom. ii. 17 ; ili. 59 5 
vii. 4, 8; Recogn. iv. 36.”—Lbid., p. 304. 


found in the Book. 


St. Paul disown the elder revelation? We 
need only turn to such passages as Rom. vii. 
12, or to such teaching as Gal. ili. 24, for the 
answer. If we find echoes of Old Test. 
doctrine (e. g. Canticles passim) in John iii. 
29; Rev. xix. 7; xxi. 2, 9, do we not read 
to the same effect in 2 Cor. xi. 2; Eph. v. 25, 
27? M' the Apocalypse abounds with Old 
Test. imagery and its doctrinal application, — 
have we not in the Pauline Epistles the 
“allegory "of Hagar, and the conception of the 
spiritual Jerusalem (Gal. iv.), and the grand 
idea of “the Israel of God” (Gal. vi. 16)? 
History places beyond a doubt the true sense 
of Rev. ii 2,120,245 nb ohniais 185030505 
when, as time went on, heresy, and false pro- 
phets claiming divine illumination, and the 
practice of gross licentiousness under the 
pretext of freedom from the slavery of the 
Law, had begun to:prevail. But from first to 
last there are no traces of Jewish nationality, 
or of a preference for Christians of Jewish 
descent. The Apoc., no doubt, bears witness 
to a definite type of doctrine characteristic of 
St. John, asclearly as does the Fourth Gospel— 
especially in its explicit teaching as to the 
Logos, which no refinement can explain away, 
etg. Chi je 07/5101. Tag Rix, 0132 CESMEOONGIE 
vii. 17 with John vii. 37-39. Together with its 
strongly-marked Jewish element there is 
stamped upon the whole Book a character 
which could only be impressed upon it by the 
creative breath of the transforming Spirit of 
Christ,—whether we read ‘the description of 
the glorified (ch. vii.),—or of the splendours of 
the perfected Theocracy (ch. xxi.),—or of the 
universal. Priesthood (ch. i.6; v. 10),—or, in 
the Seven Epistles (ch. ii., iii), the Lord's 
exhortations to the Church Catholic. “Of any 
polemical tone," writes Neander, “ directed 
against the Apostle Paul, not a trace can be 
It cannot be taken as a 
proof of this that in ch. xxi. 14, according to 
the Twelve Tribes of the Theocratic people, 
only Twelve Apostles are mentioned as the 
foundations of the spiritual Jerusalem.” 
(Phlanzung, Bohn's transl. vol. ii. p. 163). “It 
is not by any means incredible" writes Mr. 
Sanday (The Fourth Gospel, p. 156) “that St. 
John should actually have seen the Pauline 
Epistles . . . . Pauline doctrine is not repro- 
duced crudely, but is assimilated with the 
rest of the Johannean system, and has received 


the genuine Johannean stamp." If the Old 


'Test. descriptions of Israel and Jerusalem 
are transferred in the Apocalypse to Chris- 
tianity, what is this but the echo of such 
references as we meet with in the Epistles of 
St. Paul—say in Gal. iil. 29; iv. 26; vi. 16. 
If in Rev. vii. 4, 144,000 are sealed from the 
Tribes of Israel,—at ver. 9 the Redeemed 
are a multitude “from all nations, and 
Tribes, and peoples, and tongues” (see also 
Rev. v. 9; xix. 6; xxi. 24). Could St. Paul 
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recognize more fully the calling of the Gen- 
tiles? 

In his Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Colossians (p. 41) Bishop Lightfoot 
points out “Correspondences between the 
Apocalypse and St. Paul's Epistles" The 
message, he observes, “communicated by St. 
John to [the neighbouring Church of] 
Laodicea prolongs the note which was struck 
by St. Paul in the letter to Colossx.” After 
the interval which elapsed until St. John 
wrote, “the same temper prevails, the same 
errors are rife, the same correction must be 
applied :”—(1) “ St. Paul finds it necessary to 
enforce the truth that Christ is the image of 
the invisible God, that He is the primary 
source (dpxn), and has the pre-eminence in 
all things (Col. i. 15-18),"—St. John in almost 
identical language, “ speaking in the person of 
our Lord, declares that He is the Amen, the 
primary source (ápyj) of the Creation of 
God (Rev. iii. 14) The phrase 7 dpx?) tijs 
Kríceos roð Oeo), so closely resembling St. 
Paul's language, does not occur in themessages 
to the other six Churches as a designation of 
our Lord, nor do we there find anything re- 
sembling it: “If St. Paul entreats the 
Colossians to seek those things which are 
above (Col. iii. 1) . . . and in the companion 
Epistle, which also he directs them to read, 
reminds the churches that God raised them 
with Christ (Eph. ii. 6); .. . in like manner 
St. John gives this promise to the Laodiceans 
in the name of his Lord” (Rev. iii. 21). 
These words do not occur in the other six 
Epistles, or any words resembling them: 
“This double coincidence affecting the two 
ideas which may be said to cover the whole 
ground in the Epistle to the Colossians, can 
hardly, I think, be fortuitous, and suggests 
an acquaintance with and recognition of the 
earlier Apostle's teaching on the part of St. 
John" (ib., p. 42). 

(2). *After a parting salutation to the 
Church of Laodicea, St. Paul closes with a 
warning to Archippus, apparently its chief 
pastor, to take heed to his ministry (Col. 
iv. 17)! Some signs of slackened zeal seem to 


1 * Where,” asks Bishop Lightfoot else- 
where (Epist. to Philem., p. 375), ‘‘ was Archip- 
pus exercising this ministry, whatever it may have 
been? At Colosse or Laodicea? His con- 
nexion with Philemon (ver. 2) [we may infer 
that he was a son of Philemon and Apphia] 


REVELATION. IIJ. 


have called forth this rebuke. It may be an 
accidental coincidence, but it is at least worthy 
of notice, that lukewarmness is the special 
sin denounced in the Angel of the Laodiceans, 
and that the necessity of greater earnestness 
is the burden of the message to that Church.” 
“If the common view, that by the ‘Angel’ 
of the Church its chief pastor is meant, were 
correct, and if Archippus (as is very probable) 
had been living when St. John wrote, the 
coincidence would be still more striking 
Cib., p. 43, note). See note F. on ch. i, 20. 

(3). “In the Apocalyptic message the pride 
of wealth is sternly condemned in the 
Laodicean Church” (Rev. iii. 17, 18). Having 
been laid in ruins by an earthquake, Lao- 
dicea became famous from the fact that 
unaided by imperial assistance, she recovered 
her former importance. “But is there not 
a second and subsidiary idea underlying the 
Apocalyptic rebuke? "The pride of intellectual 
wealth, we may well suspect, was a temptation 
at Laodicea hardly less strong than the pride 
of material resources. When St. Paul wrote, 
the theology of the Gospel and the com- 
prehension of the Church were alike en- 
dangered bya spirit of intellectualexclusiveness 
in these cities. He warned them against a 
vain philosophy . . . (Col.ii. 8, 18, 23). He 
tacitly contrasted with this false intellectual 
wealth ‘the riches of the glory of God's 
mystery revealed in Christ’ (Col. i. 27; ii. 2, 
3)... May not the same contrast be dis- 
cerned in the language of St. John? The 
Laodiceans boast of their enlightenment, 
but they are blind, and to cure their blind- 
ness they must seek eye-salve from the hands 
of the great Physician " (5., p. 44). 


would suggest the former place. But in the 
Epistle to the Colossians his name is mentioned 
immediately after the salutations to the Lao- 
diceans and the directions affecting that church ; 
and this fact seems to connect him with Lao- 
dicea, On the whole this appears the more 
probable solution.” Theodore of Mopsuestia 
adopts this conclusion: "AAAos 5€ now, as 
got ex vOv yeypaupévwv eixdoat, mapa Aaod:- 
Kedow Üvri kal Thy SiaKoviay éykexeipiguévo 
Tis Siaxovlas.—ap: Cramer, Catena in Ep. ad Col. 
iv. I7. Theodoret argues against it on critical 
grounds, without alleging any traditional support 
for the objection :—rwes épacay tovrov Aaod:- 
kelas yeyevijcOar SiddoKarov, QAX 3? mpbs PAn- 
pova emarory SiSdoKne és èv KoAacoais otros 


y 


kel TO yap PıAhuovt kal TODTOV avyrárret. 





v. r.] 


CHAPTER IV. 


2 John secth the throne of God in heaven. 4 
The four and twenty elders. © The four 
beasts fuli of eyes before and behind. 10 The. 
elders lay down their crowns, and worship 
Aim that sat on the throne, 
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FTER this I looked, and, be- 
hold, a door was opened in 
heaven: and- the first voice which I 
heard was as it were of a trumpet 
talking with me; which said, Come 





+ 





[Ver. 1 Aéyov. Ver. 2 om. 1st kai.—émi rov Op. Ver. 3 om. hy.—oapdio. Ver..4 [A, N read 
Ópóvovs elk. réoaapes (sic), —" réaccapas sine teste,” Tisch. ;——B, P read 6póvor].—om.. eidov 


TOUS.—07. &oXov. 


Ver. 5 $eoval x. Bp.—dá éacrw. 


Ver. 6 ws Oad. Ver. 7 àvÜpómov. 


^ z A yA iw » , ^ 
Ver. 8 rà réco.—étv kab’ Ev avràv.—£xov.—Pyéuovauv. Ver. 10 mpookuyncovow.—Badodow 


Ver. 11 6 küpios Kal 6 Oeds zjuàv.—1)cav.] 





CHAP. IV.-XXII: 5.. 
II. THE REVELATION PROPER. 


'The second of the three great Divisions of 
the Book. 
CHAP. IV. 
The First chief Vision of the Revelation 
Proper opens here :—see Introd. p. 89. 


THE PRELUDE (iv.-v.). 


As the first appearance of Christ (ch. i. 13) 
is closely related to His introductory warning 
to His Church (ch. ii, ; ch. iii), so is God's ap- 
pearance (ch.iv.) the prelude to the revela- 
tions of coming judgment. In like manner, 
the taking of the Sealed Book, together with 
the adoration of the Lamb (ch. v.), is the 
introduction to the imagery of the succeed- 
ing Visions, and the disclosure of their 
theme. The object which the Seer has in 
view throughout is to place before the eye 


of faith that Heaven to which Christ has: 


gone before, and whence He will return to 
judge the world. The symbolic veil had been 
rent in twain when the Lord had suffered 
(Matt. xxvii. 51); and now the entrance to 
the true Sanctuary, of which the Temple of 


old was but the shadow (Heb. viii. 5), is, 


entirely and for ever thrown open. We are 
shown the Temple of God with its.Altar of 
Incense and its Altar of Sacrifice, —with its 
inner Court and its outer Court,—with the 
“ Ark of His Covenant,” and the **'Taber- 
nacle of the Testimony " (ch. vi. 9 ; viii. 5 ; xi. 
I, 2, 19; xv. 5). The Visions of the Holy 
City, and of the Mount Zion, and ef the New 
Jerusalem, complete the Apocalypse (ch. xi. 2 ; 





xiv. 1; xxi. 2); and the Book closes before the 


throne of God and of the Lamb (ch. xxii. 1). 

The four and twenty Elders (ver. 4) and 
the four Living Beings (ver. 6) are the re- 
presentatives of the Church and of animated 


Creation. 


THE APPEARANCE OF GOD (1-11). 

1. After these things] T.e., ‘after re- 
ceiving the Seven Epistles’ (see ch. i. 11)—a 
formula frequent in this Book, and usually in- 
troducing a new Vision, or form of Vision, e. g. 


ch: vii, 9; xv. 5; xvii.r; xix: r—cf. on ch. 
xxii. 2,and see ver: 2, below. Some (Eichhorn, 
Bengel, Hengst., &c.) consider that an inter- 
val had occurred at the end of ch. iii., during 
which St. John was no longer “ zz the Spirit ;” 
and during which, as at the close of the 
successive scenes of. the entire Vision, he 
committed to writing what he had seen and 
heard,—in this case the Seven Epistles. On 
the other hand, Ebrard and Diisterd. justly 
observe that, from ch. i. 1o to ch. xxii. 16, 
no break occurs in the ecstatic condition.of» 
the Seer, there being througbout but oze 
Revelation with its changing though con- 
nected images. 

In fact, the formula “after these things” 
(wera ra)ra) introduces a new and more 
striking scene ; and the formula “ I’saw” (or 
* I heard”) indicates the varying features of 
the successive Visions—e.g. ch. ii 10; v. I, 
6,11; viri; &c. Hence, there is no special 
reference here to the End of all things; or 
to the Church, as it will then be, triumphant. 


Isaw,] Inthe Spirit, as in ch.i. ro. The 
Vision is presented to the Seer; and he then 
proceeds to record it:—see ch. i. 2; and cf. 
ch. vin 2, 53 8 

and behold, a door opened in beaven,] ‘A 
door set open’ (see ch. iii. 8),—ż.e., * the image 
of an open door was before me,’ after the 
figure of “ the gate of heaven,” Gen. xxviii. 17 
(cf; Ezek.i.r; Matt.iii. 16; Actsx. 11): and 
the meaning clearly is that St. John may be- 
hold, as through an opened door, what takes 
place in heaven, as in Acts vii. 56. Some, how- 
ever,—De Wette, Alf, Bisping,—suppose 
that the Seer was taken up through the door 
into heaven ; and that “ henceforth, usually, he 
looks from the heaven down on the earth." 

Victorinus understands by “the opened 
door,” the preaching of the Gospel. 


and the first voice which I beard, [a voice] 
as of a trumpet speaking with me,| 
‘The voice which I heard at first in ch. i, 10,’ 
The construction is *Behold,a door...and 
the voice...saying." Whose voice is not 
defined (cf. ch. x. 4, 8)—see on ch. i. ro, 
where the voice is followed at ver 17 by that 
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2, 


ad 


up hither, and I will shew thee things 
which must be hereafter. 

2, And immediately I was in the 
spirit: and, behold, a throne was 
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[v. 2—3. 


set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne. 

3 And he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper and a sardine stone : 





of Christ, not loud as “ of a trumpet,” but 
as “of many waters,” ver. 15. On the other 
hand, Stier, relying on the words “J «ill 
shew thee,” protests against any interpretation 
which introduces here a personal Angel dis- 
tinct from Christ.—Reden Jesu, Engl. tr., vol. 
viii. 93, 207. 

saying,] The gender (masc.) of the;par- 
ticiple denotes that the “ voce "is put:for.the 
Sapeakenv (ch iver. 85 Ch, Su TES X LA 
Mark ix. 25, 26; Eph. iv. 17, 18) — that 
speaker, although left indefinite, being the 
same already heard. 

Or one saying,| See Winer, § lix. 4, and 
rr—the nominative in irregular apposition 
(cf. the Hebrew idiom, 919N9). 

Come up bitber,] In spirit:—the Seer now 
attains a higher spiritual standpoint. 

and I will shew thee] In answer to 
Stier’s inference from these words that the 
speaker must be Christ, see on ch.ii. 1; and 
also, ch. xxi. 9, to. 


the things which must come to pass] 
As being divinely determined— see on ch. 
i 1; and cf. Matt. xxiv. 6. 

bereafler,] After the things now present, 
as in ch. i. 19 ; ix. 12 :—so the A. V. 

Or, with a fullstop at pass, translate A fter 
these things—words which may very well 
be taken as the beginning of ver. 2 ; see above, 
on the use of this formula. 


2. Immediately] (Omit * And ;" see vv. IL). 

Or “After these things immediately 
I was in the Spirit;"] See on ver. 1—a 
new sceze being now presented to the Seer. 

I was in the Spirit:] “I, found myself in 
the Spirit”—see on ch. i. 9. Zuüllig.would 
interpret, “(my spirit was. caught up thither, 
while my body remained -on.earth;” but 
this is certainly wreng,—see-on ch.:i. ro. 
Already “in the Spirit, the Seer had beheld 
the door set open; and a fresh -outpouring of 
the Spirit is now granted him, in order to gaze 
upon this new, and more sublime Vision: cf. 
Ezek. xi. 1, s. This Vision, in its full sig- 


, nificance, reveals Gop as the Gop of the 


Redeemed, the Father upon the throne ;—in 
the midst of the throne (ch. v. 6) the Lamb 
still bearing the tokens of the Cross ;—and be- 
fore the throne the Seven-fold Spirit with His 
lamps of fire (ver. 5). In the four and twenty 
Elders, the Church of the Old and the Church 
of the New Covenant are imaged forth ; and 
in the four Living Beings, we see the symbolic 
representatives of Creation, From among 


4n beaven,| See Ezek. i. 26-28. 


,20). 


the “innumerable company of angels,” one 
Angel, throughout this Book, acts as “a 
ministering spirit" (Heb. i. 14)—as the 
Angelus interpres: see on ch. i. 1... We may 
here compare the Vision of Micaiah:—see 
the note on 1 Kings xxii. 19. 


and behold, there was a throne set 
Here san 
Ezek. i., and in Ezek. x. 19, the throne cor- 
responds to the place on which the cloud 


-of glory rested between the Cherubim ;—see 
‘Note C,on Gen. iii. 24. The expression 


“was set". simply indicates position, after the 
manner-of St. John, see John ii. 6; xix. 29; 


xxi. 9,—as Diisterd. points out in opposition 


to Bengel who sees in this verb (čke:ro) a re- 


iference to the breadth of the throne; and in 


opposition to Hengst. who explains the phrase 
by the throne -resting on the Cherubim : cf. 
ver. 6. 


and one sitting upon the throne;] (As 
to the preposition here, see the note on ch. i. 
Observe the title so constant through- 
out the Book, “ He that sitteth on (or upon) 
the throne,”—e. g.ch. vii. 10; Xix. 4; XXl. - 
5; cf Dan. vii 9. The great maiority of 
writers take this title to mean the Eternal 
Father, as distinguished from the Son (* the 
Lamb, ch. v. 6; vi. 16; vii. 10), and from 
the Holy Spirit (ver. 5):—see above. On 
the other hand, N. de Lyra, C. à Lapide, 
Calov., Words., understand the 'Triune God, 
—Gop.in His absolute Being,—as indicated 
by the Trisagion, ver. 8, from Whom the 
Lamb may fitly take the Sealed Book, ch. 
v. 7: cf. Dan. vii. 13, and such passages 
as Isai. vi. 1-3; John xii, 41. C. à Lapide 
comments: “ The Son as Man may well 
be said, especially in a sublime Vision like 
this, to come to Gop,”—see Words. in loc. 
The references, in ver. 5 and in ch. v. 6, to 
the Second and Third Persons of the Trinity 
do not oppose this view ; neither does the 
doxology in wer. 1r. The Person is not 
specified, because only what is seen is de- 
scribed. Ewald would explain, ‘because the 
name of Jehovah is incommunicable ; and 
De Wette, * out of a sense of holy reverence, 
as in ch. xx. 11’ (in opposition to this latter 
interpretation, cf. ch. xii. 5; xix. 13; xxii. 1). 

3. and be that sat [was] to look upon.] For 
the omission of “was? see vv. ll- Alford 
translates, “And he that sat, like in ap- 
pearance to ”—as if one of a series of nomi- 
natives placed correlatively after “behold” 
in yer..2; see also. ver... OE "like in 


v. 4.] 


and there was a rainbow round about 
the throne, in sight like unto an 
emerald. 





REVELATION. IV. 


4 And round about the throne 
were four and twenty seats: and 
upon the seats I saw four and twenty 





sight,” asthe A. V. renders in the next clause. 
The Greek term (épacis) is translated 
“ Vision” in ch. ix. 17, and in Acts ii. 17— 
the word being found in the New Test. only 
in these two places and twice in this verse. 
For the imagery and language, see Ezek. i. 
26, 27, LXX.; cf. also the descriptionsin Ex. 
XXIV. Io. 

like a jasper stone and a sard:] (See 
vv. l1). The last and the frst stones.in the 
Breastplate, Ex. xxviii. 17, 20. Jasper (Heb. 
Yasbeb, Gr. lacmis, Lat. Jaspis, Arab. Jasp,) 
is the first of the Twelve Foundations in 
ch. xxi, where this stone is described (ver. 
11)as being “clear as crystal.’ “ Greenness, 
and more or less translucency, were the two 
essential characters of the ancient jaspis.” The 
modern jasper is quite opaque, and corresponds 
to the achates of the Romans. The jaspis 
of the ancients was our chalcedony (silica 
and alumina) :—see King, Precious Stones, pp. 
202, 206, ‘The antique sard (Heb. Odem, Gr. 
cápOtov, Lat. Sarda, Vulg. Sardius, see ch. xxi. 
20) or oriental carnelian—the sixth Foun- 
dation in ch. xxi.—was a dull red cloudy 
stone of many gradations of colour. The 
name is derived, writes Mr. King (4. c., p. 296), 
from the Persian sered, yellowish red,—al- 
though Pliny (H. N. xxxvii 31) derives 
the name from Sardis, where it was first dis- 
covered. Its modern name carnelian is 
usually derived from carneus, as if the colour 
of raw flesh. 

On this Vision-of the Divine ‘Glory, cf. 
Eze 26"; x2 r; Dan. vii. 'g- 

and [there was] a rainbow] Here and in 
ch. x. 1 St, John uses the word Iris ;—cf. 
Ezek. i. 28. The Septuagint Version—shun- 
ning, as is probable, the allusion to heathen 
mythology—always uses for “a rain-bow” 
the word which expresses the “bow” as a 
weapon of war (ró£ov) ; and which is so em- 
ployed in ch. vi. 2. As to the occurrence’ 
in the Apocalypse of heathen symbolism, see 
on ch. ii. 1o. 


Or translate anda rainbow] A nom,, as 
above, after behold. 


round about the throne,| As the emblem of 
God’s covenanted mercy,—Gen. ix. 16. This 
symbol, as Burger well remarks, casts light 
upon ali the Visions that follow ; in which 
God is revealed only as One Who keeps His 
Covenant and promise. 


like] In the masc., ópoios,— which Winer 
(S 11, s. 64) takes to be an adjective of two ter- 
minations, asin Attic Greek adjectives in -tos, 
(cf. Luke ii. 13 ; Acts xxvi. 19; 1 Tim. ii. 8, 


ssimilis est ¢hronus smaragdo ; 


9; Tit. iii 9; James i. 26),—although the 
feminine termination occurs in ver. 6 ; ch. ix. 
IO, I9. Ewald (Comm., ed. 1828, p. 46) sug- 
gests the rendering: “Iris circa thronum ; 
” in his edition 
of 1862, he adopts the usual rendering, “a 
rainbow like.” (Lücke suggests a various 
reading, óuoía ós, or dpoles). 

an emerald to look upon.] Or, as in 
the alternative rendering at the beginning of 
this verse, “like in appearance unto an 
emerald.” Alford translates, “like to the 
appearance of an emerald,"—taking cpap- 
&yüwos to be “the possessive adjective of 
two terminations ” :—the substantive occurs 
in ch. xxi. 19. 

The emerald, of bright green colour, “ was 
the most precious gem in the Roman jewel- 
ler’s list. . . . The Romans were plentifully 
supplied with the true emerald. The 
smaragdus of Nero’s age must be restricted 
to the true emerald, perhaps including the 
green ruby ;"— King, /. c., pp. 167, 311 ; and 
Nat. Hist. of Precious Stones, p. 2885 see also 
Pliny, H. N. xxxviii. 16, &c. It is the fourth 
Foundation in ch. xxi. 19; cf. ch. xxi. 20, 
on the word “beryl?” St. John describes 


.exactly what he saw ; although, as not exist- 


ing in nature, his imagery cannot be exhibited 
by means of sensible representations, either 
by the form of the rainbow, or by its colour 
—as he beheld it—green. 

The imagery of this passage is plainly 
founded on the words of Ezekiel: * As the 
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in 
the day of rain, so was the appearance of the 


„brightness round about.” —Ezek. i. 28. Dis- 


regarding this fact, Bisping concludes that, 
as the word Iris denotes, in general, every 
coloured circle, —e. g. the pupil of the eye, 
the fringe around flame, the halo round the 
moon,—a rainbow cannot be intended; and 
this he infers from the fact that a rainbow 
is characterized by seven colours, while the 
Iris here is of oze colour, namely that of an 
emerald. It would be difficult to quote a 
more jejune interpretation. 

The pagan affinities which may be traced 
in the writings of Renan have led him to 
observe of the description here, that “the 
Olympian Jupiter was a symbol far superior 
to this."—4 c., p. 473. 

4. And round about the throne [were] four 
and twenty thrones:] Or render with 
Alford, as above, “ And he that sat like in 
appearance to...; and round about 
the throne four and twenty thrones:” 
the nom. again following “behold” in ver. 2. 
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elders sitting, clothed in white rai- 
ment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold. 





The chief! manuscripts, however, read here 
the accus. (Opóvovs)—see vv. ll; which is 
an argument against this construction. 

On the word “ thrones,” see on ch. ii. 13. 


and upon the thrones [I saw] four and 
twenty elders sitting,| “I saw” is not in the 
Greek—see vv. //.; and the accusative de- 
pends on the verb (ei8ov) understood (De 
Wette, Düsterd.). Alf regards the accusative 
as “loosely placed” with the nominatives after 
beboldj—see on ver: 2: Note also the omis- 
sion of the article (“the four and twenty 
Elders”) which is read in the Textus Receptus. 
In the Old Test., “the Elders” are the 
chiefs and natural representatives of the 
people of Israel; see Ex. iv. 29; xii. 21; 
mix. 4. xiv p, s sick Hebixr 2; In the 
New Test. the early representatives of each 
church were also thus named, Acts xiv. 23 ; 
XX. 17; xxi. 18, &c. Here, accordingly, the 
« four and ‘twenty Elders” (cf. “ the Ancients,” 
Isai. xxiv. 23; LXX.) are the representatives 
of the universal Church of God, and their 
number symbolizes the Twelve Patriarchs, 
and the Twelve Apostles:—so Victorinus, the 
earliest extant commentator: To this same 
effect Bossuet writes in /oc.: “ It is the collec- 
tive body of the Saints of the Old and the 
New Testaments, who are here‘ represented 
by their chiefs and their leaders.” . This 
follows (1) from ch. v. 8-10; (2) from 
Matt. xix. 28; Luke xxii. 30,—cf. Eph. ii. 4- 
6; (3) from ch: xxi. 12, 14, where the Twelve 
Tribes and the T welve Apostles are conjoined; 
(4) from the union of the Old and the New 
Covenants in ch. xv. 3; (5) from the func- 
tions, distinctly representative, of the Elders, 
as described in ch.v. 5,8; vii. 13.  Burger's 
interpretation, that Tavelve is the number of 
the Church na Introd. § 11); and that the 
doubled zave/ve signifies the Church trium- 
phant, consisting of its two elements—the 
Church of the Old, and the Church of the 
New Covenant—does not essentially differ 
from this conclusion. 

St. Hippolytus (in the Arabic version of his 
commentary,—see Note A on ch: xii. 3) under- 
stands the Great and the Minor Prophets. 

Reuss (who for “ Elders " substitutes “ old 
men,” “vieillards,”) insists that they are Angels 
of higher rank, placed immediately round the 
throne of God :—they represent, as their 
“white garments” prove, the celestial priest- 
hood; and their number, 24, recalls the 
classes of the Levitical priests. It isan error 
to hold that the Oriental imagination repre- 
sents Angels as young persons -of perfect 
beauty. But, on the other hand— 


REVELATION. IV. 


[v. 5- 


5- And out of'the throne proceeded 
lightnings and thunderings and voices : 
and there were seven lamps of fire 


That they are not Angels (Hoffmann and 
others), their name “ Elders” proves;—their 
number, ¢aventy-four, is not borrowed from 
the number of the courses of the priests, 1 
Chron. xxiv. (Vitr., Ewald), for there is here 
no reference to the priestly offce;—nor do 
they represent “the elders” of the church at 
Jerusalem (Grotius), for there is no proof 
that the number of the elders at Jerusalem 
was twenty-four : for a catalogue of similar 
opinions, see Diisterd. in los By a needless 
modification of the ancient opinion, Bleek and 
De Wette argue that the number of the 
Twelve Tribes is here doubled, in order to 
denote the accession of the Gentiles. Words. 
(after St: Jerome, Prol. Galeat.) takes the 
& Elders” to typify, primarily, the twenty-four 
Books of the Old Testament (see the cata- 
logue in the sixth of the Thirty-nine Articles 
of the Church of England); and, in a secon- 
dary sense, the Jewish Church; while the 
Four Living Beings (ver. 6) represent, in a 
similar manner, the Four Gospels, and the 
Christian Church. 

arrayed iz white garments; and upon 
their heads] Omit “they bad,"—see vv. 
Ii. Oh the colour “ aéite,” see on ch. i. 14 
and cf, ch. iii, 4, 5; vii. 13, 14. 

crowns of gold.] ‘The conqueror’s crown 
(1 Cor. ix. 25), the emblem of the victory 
of the Church; see Note D. on ch. ii. Io, 
where it is shown that the “crown” (oré- 
$avog)—the term employed in this verse— 
does not denote. the emblem of. royalty, as 
it does in modern times: see, on the other 
hand, the argument of Archbishop Trench, 
quoted on ch. ii. ro. Dean Vaughan (/. c., 
p. 129), likewise considers that kingly crowns 
are signified here. In ch. v. ro, observes 
Dean Vaughan, the E/ders describe them- 
selves as priests and kings ; the white raiment, 
and the ‘holy crown of pure gold, with its 
well-known inscription, is the peculiar posses- 
sion of the Levitical priests; see Ex. xxxix. 
3o. The taenty-four Elders represent the 
Redeemed made priests as well as kings to 
God. And he notes again (p. 160),—we 
have here “the white robe of.priesthood, 
and then the kingly crown." As stated, 
however, on ch. i. 6, the concrete term 
“ king” is not applied to Christians in the 
New Testament ; and thus there can be no 
reference here to the kingly crown. 


5. proceed lightnings| Not the past tense, 
as the A. V. renders here and elsewhere. 
“The present tense," writes Archbishop 
Trench, * is used in the New Testament, and 


v. 6.] 


burning before the throne, which are 
the seven Spirits of God. 

6 And before the throne there was 
a sea of glass like unto crystal: and 
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in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four 
beasts full of eyes before and be- 
hind. 





especially by'St. John in the Apocalypse, to 
express the eternal Now of Him for Whom 
there can be no past and: no future.”—On the 
Auth. Vers. of tbe New Test., p. 143. 


and voices and thunders.] See vv. I. 
Cf. the imagery in Ex. xix. 16, which explains 
the reference in the word * «oices," as to 
which commentators differ. De Wette and 
Ebrard would limit the imagery to God's 
power over Nature; to which Bisping adds 
His revelation by Nature to the reason of 
man,—Gen. i. 2; Ps. civ..30: but the present 
description (cf ch. viii 5; xi. 19; xvi. 
18) rather sets forth, as Düsterdieck observes, 
the unlimited power of God, as it is repre- 
sented in the language of the Old Testament. 

Aretius applied this clause’ of the verse to 
the Holy Spirit, in consequence of the use of 
the word “ proceed,”—see John'xv. 26. 


And'[ there were] seven lamps of fire] Pro- 
perly torches (Aapmddes, cf. Ezek. i. 13, 
Peon, iat. xxv 17 cc. 5) Acts xx. 8; ci. 
ch. viii. ro; John xviii, 3; and see on ch. i. 
12). The former construction, as at the 
beginning of ver. 4, is resumed. Alford omits 
“there were,’ and understands, as before, a 
nominative after “behold” in ver. 2; see also 
verse 6. 


which are tbe seven Spirits of God] See 
on ch.i. 4. The peculiar expression “torches 
of fire” in this‘ place, and the parallel expres- 
sion “seven eyes” (ch. v. 6), point to the 
all-searching, all-illumining operation of the 
Holy Spirit Who is beheld in this Vision 
under the symbol of the “ Seven Lamps of 
Fire?—see' on verse 2; and cf. Ps. cxxxix. 
7; 1 Cor. il. 10. 


THE Four Livine BEINGS (6-8). 


6. and before the throne,as it were a sea of 
glass] Or a glassy sea. See vv./] The 
meaning is, either ‘as if the material of the 
sea were of glass,’ or as if it were in appear- 
ance transparent as crystal :—cf.. ch: xv. 2; 
xxi 18, 21. Perhaps the heavenly counter- 
part of the azure vault as seen from earth 
(Stern, s. 204). To the same effect De 
Wette compares Ex. xxiv. 10; Ezek. i. 26 ; and 
Diisterdieck’s objection, that the sea is not 
beneath but before the throne, has not much 
force. Ebrard thinks. that as the stormy 
sea represents the godless nations (ch. xvii. 
15), so here the pure and calm sea repre- 
sents Creation in its true relation to' its 
Creator. Burger notes:—In Dan. vii. 2, 3 
(cf. Isai. lvii. 20) the confusion of nations is 





represented by the winds striving upon the 
great sea ; from whence, as in Rev. xiii. 1, the 
forms ascend which symbolize the successive 
Empires of the world. ‘The troubled surface 
which Daniel beheld becomes; when seen 
before the throne of God, calm and clear; 
reflecting, as from a mirror, every fulfilment 
of the Divine purposes,—especiall those 
which relate to the stability of the Church 
on earth, amid the commotion of Empires 
and of peoples. And thus, in absolute con- 
trast, the dark and troubled sea of Daniel's 
vision, is here seen by St. John “as it were a 
sea of glass, like unto crystal? In ch. xv. 2, 
where the image recurs, the sea of plass is 
“ mingled with fire," because the fiery wrath 
of God is hastening to the Judgment, and is 
there, in like manner, reflected from the 
untroubled surface of that sea. 

De Burgh sees here and in ch. xv. 2 a 
reference to “the molten sea” or great laver 
of brass in Solomon's Temple (1 Kings vii. 
23-26, 38), now introduced in order to 
typify the purification by baptism of all who 
are made kings and priests, see ch. v. 10:— 
so also Victorinus, Beda, De Lyra, &c. 


like unto crystal;| Compare Ezek. i. 22, 
—“ And the likeness of the firmament upon 
the heads of the living creature was as the 
colour of the terrible crystal." 

Crystallus, *rock-crystal" — c£. ch. xxi. 
ir; xxi. r. “The crystal (pure silica) is 
reckoned by Theophrastus:(30) amongst the 
stones used im rings, where he speaks of it 
with the amethyst; adding ‘both are trans- 
parent. . . . The crystal was in enormous 
request amongst the luxurious Romans under 
the Empire for the purpose of making drink- 
ing-cups. . . Glass had been brought to such 
perfection when Pliny wrote, as to imitate 
the crystal with wonderful exactness. . . . . 
This colourless transparent glass, approaching 
as nearly as possible to the true crystal, was 
much admired."— King, /.c., pp. 173, 178; 
see Pliny, H-N. l. xxxvii. 9, &c. 


and in tbe midst of tbe tbrone, and round about 
the throne,| Not as being under the throne, 
supporting it (Reuss), for they are free to 
move, see ch. xv. 7 ;—nor as bending over it, 
as it were overshadowing it (Hengst.) ;—nor 
“in medio illius arez semicircularis que erat 
ante thronum ” (Vitringa) ;—nor again as De 
Wette and Bleek who regard the throne itself 
as: being semicircular with two Cherubim 
atthe centre, and two in the circumference 
behind (Bisping places ose in the centre, 
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7 And the first beast was like a 
lion, and the second beast like a calf, 
and the third beast had a face as a 


[v. 7—8. 


man, and the fourth beast was like a 
flying eagle. 


8 And the four beasts had each of 








three in the circumference of ithe .semi- 
circle) ;—but, one at each of the four sides 
of the throne, and in the middle of the side: 
so Ziillig, Diisterd., &c. See ch. v. 6, 

four living beings] (Omit “ avere :’— 
the constr. as before). We should not, with 
the A. V., render (àov by “beast,” for this 
properly belongs to a different word, @npiov, as 
in ch. vi. 8; xi. 7; &c. (compare the use of 
the two words in ch. xiv. 3, 9);—nor,.as Alf. 
observes, can we well render ¢@a.by “ Living 
Creatures,’ as in the Authorized Version of 
Ezek. i. 5, on account of their.being now 
conjoined with the idea of Creation invv. 9, 11 
(cf. ch. v. 13, r4);—but simply “Living 
Beings,” a name which is both indefinite, and 
expresses the conception of Life asthe symbol 
requires: see below on verse 8, and Note A 
at the end of this chapter. 

full of eyes] In these Four Living. Beings 
the Seer has combined the Seraphim of Isaiah 
vi. 2, 3 (from which description are bor- 
rowed the six wings as wellas the Trisagion 
of ver. 8), and the Cherubim of .Ezekiel (see 
Ezek. 1, 5,6; x. 5, 12)—whence;more directly, 
are borrowed the “ Four Living Creatures,” or 
“Beings,” together with the “faces” (here se- 
parated, there united), as well as the “ body full 
of eyes round about.” See ch. xv. 7, where— 
apparently from before the throne (ch. xv. 
2-4)—one of the Living Beings delivers tothe 
Seven Angels the Seven Vials. See on ver. 8. 

7. And the first living being [was] like a 
lion,| The constr. as in ver. 5. Alford, as 
before, omits *«avags;" and understands a 
nom. following ‘‘dehold,’ in ver. 2. In 
Ezekiel (i. 6, 105 x. 14)'the Cherubim have 
each “four faces”; here they shave but one 
face each. For the.etymology of the «word 
Cherubim, and the traditional accounts re- 
specting them, see Note B at the end of this 
chapter; and Note C on Gen. iii. 24. 

and the second living being like a calf] 
The noun here rendered “calf” (as „also 
in Luke xv. 23; Heb. ix. 12—pécyos) 
denotes in the LXX. an ox, a steer: e.g. 
Ex. xxii. 1; Ezek.i. 10. It is used by Herod., 
li. 41; iii. 28 for “ta young bull"—a form 
which the god Apis.was believed to assume. 

and the third living being had its 
face as of a man,| See vv. //. In Ezek. 
i, 5, the human form predominates; and the 
form here seems to be the same,—cf. ch. v. 8; 
xix. 4 (so Vitr., Hengst.). -Bengel,on the con- 


trary, infers from this verse, not a human form, 


but a human countenance. All, however, that 
this.verse tells us is that the human counten- 


ance was the characteristic of the third Living 
Being, as the characteristic of the fourth 
was to fly. 


.and the fourth living being [was] like 
a flying.eagle.| See Note B. 

These four forms are to be taken as the 
heads of the four classes of animated crea- 
tures—rational beings, birds, tame animals, 
and wild animals. ‘That is, we have here, 
ideally represented, the collective, living 
Creation on which the judgments of the 
first four Seals (ch. vi. 1-8) are inflicted— 
each-of the Living Beings inviting the Seer to 
behold. So also,:when the wrath of God is 
poured out on the created Universe (ch. xv. 7 ; 
ch.xvi.), one of the Living Beings gives to the 
ministering Angels the Seven Vials. The 
number Four, too,.is the recognized “signa- 
ture".of the assemblage of.created life: it is, 
in -fact, the “signature” of the world (cf. ch. 
vii 1; xxi. 13),—not of the world as “ with- 
out form and void," but as.a Cosmos, as the 
revelation of God so far as'Nature can reveal 
Him; see Introd. $ 11 (a). The later inter- 
preters of these mysterious forms (Victorinus, 
Andreas, Beda) see in St. John himself the 
eagle that soars into the highest heaven, and 
looks upon the unclouded sun. In the 
words of Adam of St. Victor :— 


** Coelum transit, veri rotam 
Solis vidit, ibi.totam 
Mentis figens aciem ; 
Speculator spiritalis 
Quasi Seraphim sub alis, 
Dei.vidit faciem.” —ap. Trench, 
Sacred Latin Poetry, p. 71. 


The «earlier interpreters (e.g. Iren. iu. rr, 
8) made St. Mark answer to the Eagle, and 
St. John to the Lion:—see Note B at the 
end of this chapter. 

Mr. F. D. Maurice sees here “types of 
powers met with in the worship and the art 
of all the nations of the earth” (/.¢., p. 76) 
—the Lion, the first Asiatic conqueror ; the 
Calf, the worship of the Egyptian and the 
Hindoo; the Human figure, the ideal of 
the Greek; the Eagle, the dominion of Rome. 
The Seer beholds what was to prepare him 
for the:downfall of his own country’s worship. 
Each idolatry was a perversion of a truth. 
Each had its “eyes behind,” which turned to 
Him that sat on the throne. The “eyes 
before” looked to the work of His hands." 


8. And the four living beings, | See vv. /7. 


having each one of them six wings,] 
Gr. “one by one of them having six 
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^Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al-* 1s. 6. 3 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come. 


them six wings about him; and they 
sr. they were full of eyes within: and 'they 


we HO 


"i rest not day and night, saying, 





wings apiece” (see Johnii: 6; ? viii. 9). The 
gender of the participle (masculine, &ycv,—see 
vu. ll), is conformed to the personality of the 
Being signified:—see on verse-1. Cassiodorus 
(Complex. in Apoc., ap. Migne, t. 1xx., p. 1408) 
explains the “ six wings ” as signifying “ the 
Age of the world "—* qui tali numero com- 
pleri. posse dignoscitur" (see Note A.on ch. 
xx 2, as to the six Ages of. the World.) 


are. full of eyes round about and 
within:] See vv. /. The statement of 
ver. 6 is repeated here, in order to include the 
wings, asin Ezek. x. 12 :—around and inside 
each:wing, and on the part of the body beneath 
it. Ewald and Hengst. refer “ round about” 
to * before” in verse 6: and “ within” to * be- 
bind," ie., towards the throne. Reuss, who 
maintains that the throne was supported by 
the Four Living Beings (see Ezek. 1..26; Ps. 
xviii. ro), understands by “within” the part 
beneath the throne :—for the result of this 
erroneous interpretation see on ch. v. 8. The 
* six wings” in Isai. vi. 2 (each Seraph “ with 
twain covered'his face, and with twain covered 
his feet and with twain did fly’) denote awe, 
for the Living Beings dare not look upon 
God,—humility, fer they stand in His pre- 
sence,—obedience,for they are ready to execute 
His commands, The “eyes” on the whole 
body signify the never-resting, wakeful activity 
of organic life,—the vitality of organic Crea- 
tion: see the next clause. After the fourth 
Seal (ch. vi: 7) and the Adoration in heaven 
(ch. vii. 11), the Four Living Beings again 
appear in ch. xiv 3; xv. 7; xix. 4. When 
the state of perfection has arrived im which 
the Divine idea of Creation is realized (ch. 
xix. 6), they disappear from the Apocalypse. 

and they have no rest, day and night, 
saying,| * Day and night” may be taken 
with “rest,” or with “saying.” Sleep is the 
brother of Death, and hence these emblems 
of organic Life know no sleep : the expres- 
sion of their life isa never ceasing song of 
praise, Ps. xix. r-3. Of this unceasing activity 
the “eyes,” as stated above, are the symbol. 
As to the gender (masc.) of the participle 
“ saying,” see on ver. I. 


THE TRISAGION. 


* Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God, the Almighty, | 
Cfachaxy. 3. Or, “Holy, holy, holy [18] 
the Lord God, the Almighty.” The 
Trisagion answers to the Hymn of the 
Seraphim in Isai. vi. 3. On the title, “zbe 
Almighty,” see on ch. i. 8. 


which was and which isand which is 


tocome,] Or which cometh (ó épydpevos). 
See on.ch: i.4; and note the different order 
here—past, present, future. Some (e. g. I. 
Williams, p. 71) refer “which was” to the 
Creator; “ ahich 25" to the: Redeemer; 
“which is to come” to the third’ Divine 
Person:—but cf. ch. xi. 175. See on ver. ro. 
It is generally admitted that the Four Living 
Beings here, and in Ezek. i. 5, are of the 
same character as the Cherubim of the 
Tabernacle of Moses (Ex. xxv. 20; xxxvii. 9), 
and of the Temple of Solomon (1 Kings vi. 
24). From this general. pattern we cannot 
suppose that they greatly deviated. That 
pattern, as described in Ezek. i. 5, 10 (cf. 
Ezek. x. 1), consisted of four elements—a 
man, a lion, an ox, an eagle. When the 
different descriptions are compared, it results 
that the figure of the-Cherub. had no fixed, 
definite form; and that the- conception was 
that of a;symbolical image. ‘Thus, in Ezek. 
i, 6; x. 14, each Cherub has four faces and 
four wings ; and of the four faces-of each, that 
only is precisely described which was in front, 
and presented itself first to the beholder. In 
Ezek. xli. 18, 19, “every Cherub had 7z«vo 
faces." In.Ex. xxv..20, the faces look one to 
another and also “toward the Mercy-seat ;” 
accordingly: each could have had but oze face. 
Nor is the description of either writer uniform. 
In Ezek. i. 1o, there are four faces; in xli. 18, 
but two. Im Ezek. x. r4, where it is said 
* the first face was the face of a Chenub,” the 
rest of the verse shows that this was the face 
of an ox, first presented to the prophet's eye: 
—cf. also Ezek. x. 8, with Ezek. viii. 3, and 
i 10411. In Ex: Xxxviz m, 315 XXVI 85/35; 
the curtains of the Tabernacle were em- 
broidered with:coloured figures of Cherubim, 
and so was the Veil of the First Temple 
(2 Chron. iii. 14); in Ex. xxv. 20, 21 (c. x 
Kings vi. 23-30) * two Cherubim of gold, of 
beaten work," covered “the Mercy-seat 
with their wings." And thus the repre- 
sentations of this symbol were not the same ; 
—in the one case there was a picture, in 
the other a sculptured shape. They were 
also the mark or token of the furniture of 
God's house (1 Kings vi. 29, 35), where they 
are connected with palms and flowers, thus 
representing the animal and the vegetable 
creation united :—cf. Ezek. xli. 18, 19, 25. 
In Ezek. i. 18, 19, the * wheels” alone seem 
to be * full of yes” (for the connexion of 
the Cherub with “‘ wheels ” cf. 1 Kings vii. 29, 
30,33; I Chron. xxviii. 18, “the chariot of 
the Cherubim”): here, and in Ezek. x. 12, the 
body also of the Cherub is included. This 
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And when those beasts give 
glory and honour and thanks to him 





absence of fixed form excluded idolatry ; for 
the indefiniteness of the whole conception 
proved that nothing more than a symbol was 
intended. The form varied according to 
circumstances—one or other element pre- 
dominating with a view to what was signified ; 
and hence it is not necessary to suppose that 
the form varied at different times. Accord- 
ingly, at any one period, there may have been 
four, or two, or one face,—six, or four, or favo 
wings,—predominance given to this or that 
animal form (see Ezek. i. 5); provided that 
the four chief elements in any manner showed 
themselves. And thus, all four together formed 
but one existence, called by Ezekiel (in ch. 
i. 20, 213 X. 15, 20) “the living creature,” or 
* being” (Heb. n'n—which the LX X. renders, 
in the first two places, by (e$, ‘life ;” and 
elsewhere by rò (Gov, as St. John in the 
Apocalypse). In fact, as the Cherub was but 
asymbol, and the only matter.of moment was 
its meaning, its precise appearance and form 
were merely collateral details. 

This diversity of form, as well as the 
analogous forms to be found among other 
ancient peoples, has led Dillmann (Schenkel’s 
Bibel-Lexicon, art. Cherubim) to deny that any 
form was prescribed in the Mosaic revelation 
(see, however, Ex. xxv. 18-22), The texts 
Gen. iii. 24; Ps. xviii. 10 (“ He rode upon a 
Cherub”); Ezek. xxviii. 14, taken together, 
as well as in connexion with kindred con- 
ceptions to be traced among different nations, 
render it probable that we have bere to deal 
with a conception common, from the earliest 
times, to the Israelites and to other races. 
'The similarity is adduced of the Indian 
Vishnu seated on the Garuda, described as 
a being “lighting up the whole world” 
(*sarvà vidyotayan dicah,"— MaPábbárata, 
i. 1239 ff.) ; and of the Greek Okeanos (#sch., 
Prometh., 286) seated on the griffin (ib. 395). 

As to the griffin (ypvw) it has been noted 
that while:the serpent from the earliest ages 
has been a symbol of both good and evil, and 
the dragon only of evil, the griffin is the 
symbol only.of good (see Smith’s Dict. of the 
Bible, and Dict. Christ. -Antig.; Jameson, 
Sacred and Leg. Art, p. xxxvl.). 

The word Cherub, it should be observed, 
has no etymology inthe Hebrew, or, generally, 
in the Semitic languages. Jewish theologians 
in the time of Christ—distinguishing them 
from the Angels generally, or Messengers of 
God, on account of their standing nearer to 
the throne, and on account of their name and 
form— placed the Cherubim, and the Seraphim 
(Isai. vi. 2), and the Ophanim (* wheels,” Ezek. 
i. 16), in the highest rank of spiritual beings in 


[v. 9. 


that sat on the throne, who liveth for 
ever and ever, 


heaven: “ Then the Seraphim, the Cherubim, 
and Ophanin surrounded it; these are those 
who never sleep [cf. Rev. iv. 8], but watch the 
throne of His Glory ” (Book of Henocb, lxx. 9, 
Laurence's transl. p. 83; cf. lx. 13, p. 66). 

Dillmann considers that all such concep- 
tions, whether Jewish or Heathen,:are to be 
traced back to Gen. iii. 24:—see Note A at 
the end of this chapter; and also Bihr, 
Symbolik des Mos. Cultus, i., S. 311 fE 

As no significance is attached in the Old 
Test. to any single element of the Cherubim, 
so in the Apoc. there is no special significance 
attached to any one of the Four Living 
Beings. Each of them may perform a dis- 
tinct office (see ch. vi. 1-7; xv.,7), but it is 
in their combination only that the Living 
Beings symbolize animated Creation. Each 
of them represents the higbest form of the 
different orders of created Life. 

The result, therefore, is that the throne 
of God is surrounded (1) by the Church of 
all time—symbolized in ver. 4 by the “ Four 
and twenty Elders ;’ and (2) by His animated 
Creation—symbolized in ver. 6 by the * Four 
Living Beings” who represent the creaturely 
life of Nature. Hence, the grand doxology of 
the Church Universal or mankind redeemed, 
and represented by the Twenty-four Elders 
(vv. 10, 11),—a doxology of which Creation 
is the theme. 

“Redemption ” is first referred to in ch. 
v. 9. 

9. And when the living beings shall 
give] “ As often as (orav), whensoever they 
shall give,"—the future tense implying the 
eternal repetition of the act : *a frequentative 
signification after the manner of the Hebrew 
imperfect" (Bisping); see Lücke, s. 451. De 
Wette insists on the force of the future, 
*hencefarth, for all time to come,"—* pre- 
viously, it was not so” (cf. ch. vii. 15-17); for 
not until the Redemption had been accom- 
plished could the Church Universal (see on 
ver. 4) join in this adoration. 

glory and honour and thanks] Compare ch. 
vii. 12. 

to bim that sitteth on tbe tbrone,] See 

on verse 2. 


to him that /ivetb for ever and ever,| See 
on ch. i. 6:—the essential title of God, cf. 
verse 10; ch. vii. 2; Deut. xxxii. 40. 

Reuss, who rejects the opinion that either 
Angels or created existences were intended by 
the author, sees in the Four Living Beings 
merely symbols of ‘force,’ ‘ creative power, 
‘wisdom, and ‘omniscience’:—‘ There is 
here an idea at once theological and philo- 
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IO The four and twenty elders LI “Thou art worthy, © Lord, s-ta 


fall down before him that sat on the 
throne, and worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 


sophical and above all profoundly true, under 
this figure of symbolized attributes proclaim- 
ing the glory of God, which the conception 
of created existences does not attain to." 


10. the four and twenty elders] See ch. v. 
LB eign oaks pune baa ig 

shall fall down before him that sitteth 
on the throne, and shall worship him that 
liveth for ever and ever, and shall cast] 
The tenses fall down, and worship, and cast 
are all future,—see vv. //.,.and on verse 9. 

The words Aim that sitteth . . . him that 
liveth are repeated from verse 9, and give St. 
John’s interpretation f the doxology in 
verse 8. 


théir crowns] The heavenly prize :—the 
emblem ofimmortality (see on ch. ii. 16) ;—or, 
it may be, which they wear as the Redeemed, 
as representatives of the victorious Church, 
Writers here quote Tacitus (dun. xv. 29) 
who tells how Tiridates cast down his. diadem 
(“insigne regium") in homage béfore the effigy 
of-Nero: so also Dion Cassius (//4. xxxvi) 
tells how Tigranes cast down his diadem 
before Pompeius;—cf. Joseph. Antt. xv. 13. 
On this subject, see Note D on ch. ii. 1o. 


il. Worthy art thou, our Lordand our 
God,] See vv. J. Some authorities add, 
the Holy one (6 &ywos,—so B, the Syriac, 
And'?) Düsterdieck would restrict “ our” to 
the twenty-four Elders as representing the 
Redeemed; but Alford justly replies .that 
“Creation is only .a part of Redemption” 
—see below. Compare the .doxology in 
Chexdoa7. 


to receive all glory, and honour, and power :] 
Gr. “the glory and the honour, and the 
power:”—the article expresses universality 
(see on ch. i. 6; vil. 12), or, as Bengel notes, it 
may refer back to the ascription of “ glory” ds'c. 
by the Living Beings in ver. 9. Diisterd., 
however, considers that the Living Beings 
there ascribe “ thanksgiving” ‘to their Crea- 
tor; while the Elders here, although belonging 
to Creation, yet, looking on Creation from 
without, in place of “ thanksgiving,” render 
praise as a tribute to God's creative “power,” 
which they proceed to specify in the words 
that follow. It may.be noted that in ch. i. 6; 
v. 13, “ dominion ” (kpáros)is ascribed to God 
or Christ;—in ch. v. 12; vil. 12, “might” 


to receive glory and honour and 
power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created, 


(lox$s) ;—here, “ power” (Svvapis). God, it is 
true, has all “power” in heaven (see ch. xv. 
8); but the world is not yet brought into 
subjection to the Divine power; and so we 
read of the ascription of “power ” here, and 
in ch. v. 12 ; vii. 12 ; xii. 10; xix. r, to God as 
due to Him on Earth. In ch. xi. 17, He is 
represented as having “ taken” that “power.” 

for thou didst create all things,| The 
article before “all things,’ in the Greek, 
signifies that the Universe is meant. Crea- 
tion, as has been noted above, is the theme 
of this doxology,—see on verse 8. 

and because of thy will] Or, “by 
reason of,” ‘on account of’ (ià Tò OEN. 
so Winer renders, § 49), cf. ch. i. 9; xii. 11; 
sil, 14; John vi. 57 :—Vulg. “ propter volun- 
tatem tuam." 

they were,] Seevv. ll. “ They.existed,’— 
implying the fact of being, as contrasted with 
previous non-existence. Soin Gen. i. 3, “ Let 
there be light, and there was.light: "—not éyé- 
vovro, Or eyevnOnoav, “came into being,” as 
in Ps. xxxiii. 9, LXX. (De Wette, Hengst., 
Ebrard), which is but equivalent to “ were 
created” in the next clause, and is not 
the sense of 7ceav;—nor “in Thy eternal 
purpose, before they were created" (De 
Lyra);—nor “all things. were, and were 
upheld, from the Creation to the present ” 
(Bengel) ;—nor * were created, and [cf. the 
next clause] were created anew by Christ 
(Grotius). See Diisterd. zz loc. 

.and they were created.] ‘These words 
give expression:to the definite fact on which 
the statement “they were” depends. 

Mede observes that this passage:is the Eu- 
charistic Hymn of the Ancient Liturgies. 
Hengst. notices the recurrence ofthe number 
three in vv. 8-10, viz. “Haly, Holy, Holy ;? 
“Lord God Almighty ;" “shall fall down,” 


“shall worship,” “shall. cast.” 


Diisterdieck notices a reading of the 
uncial manuscript :B, to which Ewald is 
favourable, —oùk joav: “Cum non erant, 
creata sunt,” ie, “they were created out 
of nothing ;” and Ewald, in his edition of 
1861, further says of the reading which all 
good authorities support :—‘ ist so wenig 
Hebräisch oder sonst in irgend einer Sprache 
klar dass man nothwendig mit einigen Urkun- 
den ov« cav hinzusetzen muss."—-s. 163. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES on:Chap. IV. 


NOTE. A ON: VER. 3— THE JASPER, THE 
SARD, THE EMERALD. 

The selection of these three stones as 
symbols of the Divine glory is in accordance 
with what early writers tell us of the estima- 
tion in which they were held by the ancients. 
Thus, Plato (Phedo, 110) speaks of. the 
gems: admired by, the Greeks — the sard, 
the jasper, the emerald ;: and he describes 
the “true world” [Paradise] as a region in 
which all. the rocks consist of that sub- 
stance whereof the precious: stones of. this: 
lower earth are but fragments that have 
escaped the universal. ruin of all things here 
below. To regard the emerald as merely 
denoting the principal colour (so Ewald, 
Stern, Hengst., &c.) ; or, with Ziillig, to take 
green together with the colours of the two 
other stones.as the ¢Aree fundamental colours 
of the common rainbow, does not suit the 
character of this description, in which the 
chief Figure glitters like “a jasper stone and 
a sard,’—His Nimbus, or Aureole, being an 
emerald bow. Hence, no sensible represen- 
tation of Deity is given; and the glory in 
which God is veiled so dazzles the eye of 
the Seer, that the impression left by the 
most brilliant components of light alone 
remains (1 Tim. vi. 16). When Ewald speaks 
of this perfectly unique alternation of colours 
as typifying for St. John “a: heavenly light 
never yet beheld,"—we hear the echo of 
Wordsworth’s famous line, “ The light that 


never was on sea or land." Ewald, in-- 


deed, writes of this description with enthu- 
siasm;—the doctrine, so dear to St. John, of 
the mysterious Trinity suggests the choice 
of the three colours: * Who shall. here speak 
(he continues) of a human countenance, or 
of a human form? Only az appearance as 
that of a rainbow, yet infinitely brighter than 
that of a rainbow, makes its nearness felt.” 
* As a sea was there,” notes I. Williams, 
* but of glass, so a rainbow, but of emerald." 
It is not necessary to dwell on the spiritual 
significations which have been discovered in 
this imagery: e.g., in ancient times (Vic- 
torinus, Primas., Beda), that, as the colour of 
water is green, and the sard is red, we have 
emblems of baptism and the deluge, and also 
of the judgment by fire ;—or, in modern times 
(Ebrard), that the combined glitter of the 
jasper and the sard typifies the essential unity 
of God's holiness and justice ;—or, as sug- 
gested by Burger, that the green of the 
emerald, * which is the most beneficent 
colour of the rainbow,” symbolizes Hope. 


NOTE B ON VER. ;y—TuE Four LIVING 
BEINGS. 


The connexion of the Four Living Beings 


with. the Cherubim of the ancient Tabernacle 
and Temple has been stated already:—it 
remains to point out the import ofthe symbol. 

The ‘Living Beings’—the ($a of the 
Apocalypse—are manifestly borrowed from 
the nym ((9a, LXX.) of Ezekiel.(ch. i. and 
ch. x.). The Apocalypse here introduces (vv. 6 
-9), surrounding the Throne, a symbolical 
representation consisting of the same four 
elements which are described in Ezek. i. 10 
(cf. Rev. v. 6-14; vi. 1-7; Vii, 11; XIV. 3; 
xv. 7; xix. 4). These “Living Beings” (for 
which the Authorized Version erroneously 
substitutes “ Beasts”) have nothingin common 
with the “beasts” of Rev. vi. 8, or the “wild 
beasts” of Mark i.13; nor yet with the 
“ Beast? of Rev. xi. 7; Xiii. 1-18; XIV. 9, 11; XV. 2; 
Xvi. 2, 10, 13; XVli, 3-17; XIX. 19, 20; XX. 4, IO 
— jn all which places the word @npior is used. 

We read of the ceaseless movements ofthe 
‘Four Living Beings’ beth in the present 
passage, and in Ezek. i. 14;—while, in a still 
higher reference, the continuous action of the 
Godhead is ascribed to the fact that the 
Father and the Son “have /ife in themselves,” 
john v. 17-26. Absolutely and pre- 
eminently, the Cherubim are called “Living 
Beings.” The idea of /ife is essential to the 
symbol; and thus they. naturally image forth 
those existences to which /ife in its chief sense _ 
belongs. 

Further :—The four elements of which the 
symbol consists (ver. 7), are instances of 
animated creation: the ‘Living Being,’ there- 
fore, or Cherub, in its true conception and 
regarded as a whole, is a symbol which re- 
presents, kar’ é£oxqv, creaturely life ;—which 
exhibits the most perfect and the fullest degree 
of created being;—and which stands at its 
highest grade) The number our also, 
which is no arbitrary number in Jewish sym- 
bolism (see Introd.$ 11, (a) ), is the recognized 
signature of Creation, especially so far as it is 
the witness and manifestation of God. ‘The 
Cherub, accordingly, is such a being as, 
standing at the head of created life, and 


1! Hengstenberg (Comm. on Ezek., Append., 
p. 507, Eng. tr.) considers that as soon as we 
recognize in the Cherub the ideal unity of the 
animal creation, the interpretation of the word 
follows of itself: it means ‘‘ as a multitude,” — 
viz. 3 (which does not belong to the root) and 
21? The Jewish expositors, he thinks, did not 
perceive this, because they imagined that the 
Cherubim were of angelic nature: the truth 
being that they represent the animated creation 
on earth, while Angels are the ‘‘creatures” of 
heaven. Hence Jehovah ‘‘sitteth upon the 
Cherubim," Ps. xcix. and He is '*God of 
Hosts" (Sabaoth), Ps. lxxx. 15; the phrases 
being co-ordinate (26., p. 503). Cf. 1 Sam. iv. 4. 
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uniting in itself the most perfect examples of 
created existence, is the formal manifestation 
of Divinely imparted life, This is illustrated 
by the nature of the four elements, as the 
Talmud (quoted by Spencer, De Legg. Hebr., 
iii, 5, 4, 2) explains: “Quatuor sunt superbi 
in mundo— Leo inter feras; Bos inter jumenta; 
Aquila inter volucres; Homo, vero, super 
omnia: at Deus eminet super universa." 

Of the significance of the Ox regarded as 
symbolic of excellence among tame animals, 
the worship of Apis among the Egyptians 
is a proof. ‘There was also an imitation 
of this form of idolatry among the Hebrews 
(to which they had already yielded while in 
bondage, Josh. xxiv. 14; Ezek. xx. 6-8) ex- 
hibited in *the molten calf" of Ex. xxxii. 4. 
As expressly stated by Philo (De Special. 
Legg., ii. p. 320) this form of idolatry was 
derived from an Egyptian origin; and it was 
again exhibited in the *sin? of Jeroboam 
(1 Kings xii. 28; 2 Kings x. 29). Preemin- 
ence among wild animals is assigned to the 
Lion (as instanced in the lions beside Solo- 
mon's throne, 1 Kings x. 19, 20) adopted 
as the natural symbol of sovereignty. The 
power of vision in the case of the Eagle (cf. 
also Ezek. x. 12; Rev. iv. 6, 8) is emblematic, 
in the Cherub, of the Divine omniscience; 
as his power of flight (cf. *a flying eagle,” 
Rev. iv. 7), so constantly referred to in 
Scripture (e. g. Deut. xxviii 49; Job ix. 
20 EProvosoib 5; Jer. iv. £3; Hab: 118); 
is emblematic of the Divine omnipresence. 
These characteristics, added to reason in 
Man, render the Cherub an ideal being, 
the type of Creation in its highest forms, 
and of Life in its most perfect energy: and 
so all the four NVN, (oa, of Ezekiel i. 5 — 
the “living creatures" of A. V.—are repre- 
sented by that Prophet, in ver. 20, as one 
TDI, (an, Life. As the entire Creation is a 
witness to the Divine power of life, so the 
Cherub, concentrating in its four elements 
the highest created energies, appears as oze 
individualsymbol representative of all animated 
existences; testifying to the power, majesty, 
omniscience, omnipresence, and absolute 
wisdom of God, as manifested by the universe 
of created Life. This testimony, we here 
(Rev. iv. 8, 9; v. 11-14) learn, is unceasingly 
borne by *the Four Living Beings;" and the 
idea which their forms symbolize is expressed 
in the words of Ps. ciii. 22, * Bless the Lord, 
all His works, in all places of His dominion." 
The Cherubim always appear in Scripture the 
ministers of the Divine will, just as Creation 
is bound to obey it. ‘Thus we find the 
Cherubim (1) at the Gate of Eden—Eden the 
state of Life—and placed there “to keep the 
way of the Tree of Life” (Gen. iii. 24; Ezek. 


1 From this early reference to the Cherubim 
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xxviii. 11—16); and (2) surrounding, as here, 
the mystic throne of God:—observe if God 
sits upon His throne (1 Kings xxii. 19; Ps. 
ix. 4) He sits on the Cherubim (1 Sam. iv. 4; 
2 Sam. vi, 2; 2 Kings xix.15; 1 Chron. xiii. 
6; Ps. Ixxx. 1; Isai. xxxvii. 16). 

In Rev. v. 8, 11, the “Living Beings” are 
specially distinguished from Angels, who utter 
a song of praise of their own. The later 
Jews, however, seem to have considered the 
Cherubim to be of Angelic order; for in place 
of the Four Living Beings of Ezekiel and St. 
John, the book of Enoch (ch. xl. 9) places 
around the Throne the four Archangels, 
Michael, Raphael, Gabriel, Phanuel :—and R. 
Eliezer (Pirke) says that the four Cherubim 
of Ezekiel are these four Archangels, as 
leaders and representatives of the four 
Angelic Orders. Elliott, too (Hor. Apoc. i. 
87-92), still insists that their nature is the 
“angelic, or is-angelic state of the glorified 
Church :”—in reply to which opinion ch. vii. 
1r is conclusive, where the Four Living 
Beingsare distinguished from “all the Angels.” 

The following meanings have also been 
assigned:— The Four Living Beings represent _ 
(a) The four Evangelists, or Gospels (see on 
ver. 7). According to the earliest com- 
mentator Victorinus, the Maz is St. Matthew; 
the Lion is St. Mark; the Calf is St. Luke; 
the Eagle is St. John: and so St. Jerome, 
Proem. super Ev. Matt.;—with St. Irenæus 
Gii. rr, 8), St. Mark and St. John here 
change places ;—with St. Augustine (De Cons. 
Ev. i. 6), St. Matthew and St. Mark are 
interchanged ;—with St. Athanasius (Syzops. 
Script., t. ii. p. 202), the order of St. Mark 
and St. Luke is inverted. And thus we see 
that this system of explanation is purely 
arbitrary, however generally it may have been 
adopted. Words. (see on ver. 4), I. Williams 
(who does not specify the particular Evange- 
lists), and others understand generally by the 
symbol “The four Gospels ;” and I. Williams 
(p. 70) thinks it probable that the origin of this 
symbol “is connected with Assyrian hiero- 
glyphic.”! (b) The four Patriarchal Churches: 
—The Maz is Alexandria, the seat of learning ; 


Hengstenberg (Z c, i. 501) would infer that 
this symbol belongs, in its origin, not to the pro- 
vince of revelation but to that of natural religion. 

! Tn the article Cherubim, in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica (oth ed., 1876), it is stated that 
*'fresh light? has been thrown upon this sub- 
ject from the cuneiform inscriptions. Com- 
bining Ps. xviii. 10; 2 Sam. xxii. 11 ; Deut. 
xxviii 49, the writer infers that **the cherub 
was either an eagle or a quadruped with eagle's 
wings. ‘This result would seem to justify con- 
necting the word with the Assyrian urubu, a 
synonym of kurukku, or karakku, the * circling’ 
bird,—. e., according to Friedrich Delitzsch, the 
vulture.” On the other hand Ezekiel (xxviii. 
13-16) describes him ‘fas the attendant and 
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the Lion is Jerusalem, exhibiting constancy in 
the faith, Acts v. 29; the Ca/f is Antioch, 
“quia primo in ea vocati sunt discipuli 
Christiani; the Eagle is Constantinople, the 
See of such men as Gregory Naz. (De Lyra). 
(c) The four great Apostles,—Peter, James 
the Lord's brother, Matthew, and Paul as 
“the Eagle” (Grotius). (d) As the standards 
of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim, Dan (Num. ii.) 





guard rather than as the bearer of Deity." 
* Now, according to a talismanic inscription 
copied by Lenormant, kirub is a synonym for 
the steer-god, whose winged image filled the 
place of guardian at the entrance of the Assy- 
rian palaces;" in Ezek. i. 10, one of the four 
faces of a cherub was that of an ox; ‘‘we 
should, therefore, connect the word cherub 
primarily with the Assyrian Zw, but also, 
as proposed above, with kurubu, The two 
forms seem to be co-ordinate and expressive of 
some quality common to the king of birds and 
the colossal steer. Their etymology is alto- 
gether uncertain.” Of parallels to the Cherubim 
to be found outside the Hebrew religion, the 
most complete ‘‘is that of the winged ypvrés 
(erifins, a secondary form of kerubim), who not 
only watched over the treasures of the gods (cf. 
Herod. iv. 13, 116), but were also the bearers 
of Deity, if at least Plutarch and Eustathius 
may be followed in identifying the rerpackeA7;s 
oiwvds of ZEschylus (Prom. 395), with the 
griffin” (see Hermann, ad J/oc.). 
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represented the Church of the Old Test., so 
the Four Living Beings represent the Church 
of the New ‘Test. (Mede). (e) The four 
Gospels and also the four cardinal Virtues 
(Andreas) ;—the four Virtues of the Apostles 
(Alcasar);—the four mysteries of the faith, the 
Incarnation, Passion, Resurrection, Ascension 
(Aretius);—the four faculties of the human 
soul, “Homo est vir rationalis; Leo irascibilis; 
Bos concupiscibilis; Agui/a conscientia" (Corn. 
à Lap.). (f) The four Orders—" pastorum," 
“diaconorum,” *doctorum," “contemplan- 
tium" (Joachim); or, as Vitringa, all the 
doctors of the Church. (g) Finally,the four 
Beings in Ezekiel, notes Renan (L’ Antechrist, 
p. 381) symbolize the attributes of Divinity 
—wisdom, power, omniscience, creation. 

On the symbolism as explained in the text, 
see Bühr, A c., i. s. 340-360, whose results 
are accepted by De Wette, Ziillig, Hengst., 
Diisterd., Alf., &c. Ebrard only differs in 
regarding the Four Living Beings as symbolic 
not of Creation itself but of the creative 
power of God. Stern also asks “May 
we not refer the Cherubim of the New 
Covenant to the chief influences on the 
spiritual life of Divine Grace within the 
Church?" Yet in his explanation of ver. 9 
(s. 209) he takes them to represent *'all the 
creaturely life of Nature" —“alles creatür- 
liche Leben der Natur,” as above. 





CHAPTER: V. 


I The book sealed with seven seals: 9 which 
only the Lamb that was slain is worthy to 
open.. 12 Therefore the elders praise him, 


[Ver. 4 om. éyó.—om. kal dvayvéevat. 


Ver. 5 om. dv.—om. Aca. 


9 and confess that he redeemed them with his 
blood. 


ND I saw in the right hand of 


him that sat on the throne a 





Ver. 6[A reads xai 


i8ov, which N, B, P, 1 omit],—om. rd before dzearaA. [A reads ámearaAuévov]. Ver. 7 om. Tò 
BiBdiov. Ver. 8 iÓápav. Ver. 9 [N, B, P read pâs, which A omits,—cf. ver. 10]. Ver, ro 
abrous (Erasmus, without the authority of any MS., altered the reading of his codex into 
jas, after the nos of the Vulg.]—Baovdelav.—Bacidevovow [N, P, x read Bacikevoovow,—but 
Erasmus, followed by Luther and the A. V., altered this reading of his codex into SaeuAec- 
Toper, after the regzabimus of the Vulg.] Ver. 11, kai T. Č, kai rt. mpeoB., kai zv 6 apibpos 
aùrôv pupiddes pupidday Kal X:iX. x., k. T. A. [The codex of Erasmus reads kal ré» (oov 
kai xAuddes yirdðov Aéyovres. Here, Er. inserted merely xai mpeofvrépov (without the 
art.) after the Vulgate “et seniorum." ‘The Textus Receptus reads kal m. C. kai T. mpeop. 
Kat yi. x. Aéyovres. The Vulgate: “et erat numerus eorum millia millium, dicentium" . | 
Ver. 13, om. the 1st éaTw.—ém THs yris.—om. à [ A reads éoriv].—[N, B, P read Aéyovras,—A, 1 
read Aéyovra].—[.A, B read rà 6póvo,—N, P, 1 read rod Opdvov]. Ver. 14 om. eikoowréacapes. 
—om. favre els rovs alàyas Gv aióvov [Both insertions were introduced into the reading 
of his codex by Erasmus—followed by Luther, and the A. V.—after the Vulgate, * Ez 
viginti-quatuor seniores ceciderunt in facies suas: et adoraverunt viventem in secula seculorum". ] 


now followed, as an introduction to the 
Visions which disclose the future of the 
Divine Kingdom, by a revelation of the ma- : 
jesty and glory of Jesus Christ in presence of 


CHAP. V. 


'The manifestation of God described in 
the fourth chapter (see on ch. iv. 2), is 


v. 2.] 


book written within and on the back- 
side, sealed with seven seals. 





the Hosts of heaven, and of the representatives 
of assembled Creation. After the Vision of 
the ideal Church, comes the Vision which 
shows how the great mystery is to be ful- 
filled. Of that mystery the Book with the 

. Seven Seals is the type. The Seal is the 
symbol of an event still hidden in mystery, 
but Divinely decreed; and this image is bor- 
rowed from Isaiah xxix. 11, 12. 

Apart from this reference to Isaiah, and a 
few other references to the earlier prophets, 
the entire conception ofthis Vision is original 
and peculiar to St. John. 


THE SEALED Book (1-7). 
Intch'n ovx. S 7Xx. re, 15; xxl. 27, we 
read of “the Book of Life,"—that Book of 
God’s counsels of Mercy out of which the 
Redeemed are to be judged (cf. Ex. xxxii. 
325 Ps. ivi. 8; cxxxix. 16; Dan xii. 15 Phil. 
iv. 3). Here we read of the secret counsels 
of God as to His Kingdom, of which the 
mystery—to be disclosed only by a special 
revelation—is symbolized by the sevenfold 
Sealing (cf. ch. x. 4; xxii. 10; Isai. xxix. 11; 
Dan. xii. 4, 9). Christ alone, the Revealer of 
God's counsels, can unfold this mystery. See 
ver. 9, and compare ch. i. 1. 


1, Azd.I saw] See on ch. iv. 1 ; as there 
stated, a particular feature ofthe Vision is now 
introduced. 

upon the right band| Not “in the right 
hand" (Vulg. Vitr., Henyst.)—in favour of 

» which ch. xvii. 8 and ch. xx. 1 are appealed to; 
nor, * oz the right side of Him that sitteth ? 
(Ebrard)—which ver. 7 proves to be an 
error; but, according to the usage of the 
Apocalypse, *upon" the hand from which 
the Book is taken (èri, with an accus.:—see 
on ch. i. 20). It lay upon the open hand for 
him to take who might be “worthy "—see 
veray and c£. ch; xx. 1, 

of bim that sat om the throne] See on 
ch. iv. 2. 

a book written within and on the back,] 
See on ch. i. 11. Cf. “a roll of a book,” Jer. 
XXXVi. 2;— 7£ was written within and with- 
out,’4Ezek. ii. 9, 10. “ The back,” or outside 
of a roll of parchment was written on when 
its inner side was full (6mucOdypapov, Lucian, 
Vit. Auction., 9 ;—“ a tergo,” Juv., Sat. i. 6 ;— 
* in aversa charta," Martial. viii. 22 ;—“ com- 
mentarios opistographos,” Plin., Ep. iii. 5). 

Grotius renders: * written within; sealed 
without” (“ intus scriptum, extra signatum "). 

In this fulness of the Roll commentators 
see an emblem of the completeness of the 
contents—an idea which is also implied by 
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2 And I saw a strong angel pro- 
claiming with a loud voice, Who is 


the number Seven of the Seals. Origen's com- 
mentary on St. John's Gospel opens with a re- 
ference to this place: “The Book written 
within,” illustrates the spiritual; that written 
“on the back,” the itera! sense (Opp., vol. iv. 
p. 1). Compare the Tables of the Law, Ex. 
xxxii rs. Elliott needlessly understands by 
the writing “within and on the back,” two 
divisions of written matter :—(1) The writing 
* avitbin, he considers, described the three 
contemporaneous Visions which follow, the 
first part consisting of ch. vi and ch. vii.; 
the second part of ch. viii. 1— ch. ix. 19; the 
third part of ch. ix. 20—ch. xi. 19. (2) The 
supplementary part (ch. xii. 1—ch. xiv. 8), or 
that which was written “on the back” of 
the Roll, contained the account of the rise 
and character of the Beast from the Abyss, or 
Papal Rome (/. c. vol. i. p. x14; vol. iii. p. 
4): see the remarks introductory to ch. xii. 
Compare also Mr. G. S. Faber's division of 
the Apocalypse already quoted, Introd. § 12, 
(2), note3. See within on ch. x. 8, and ch. 
XV. I. 


close-sealed with seven seals.] Or sealed 
down,—the verb is found only here. The end 
of the parchment is fastened down by the 
Seals to its staff, so that the Roll cannot be 
opened: cf. Luke iv. 17, where our Lord 
unrolls tbe Book. A profound mystery is 
hereby denoted,—see Deut. xxxii. 34. Allthe 
Seals are visible to St. John : each involves its 
own mystery ; and the opening of each is fol- 
lowed by a special Vision—e. g. ch. vi. 2; but 
“ nought could be read in the Book till after 
the unsealing of all the Seven Seals" (C. à 
Lapide). Cassiodorus explains: “ Iste septem 
sigillis, idest Septiformi Spiritu, conspiciebatur 
esse signatus; quia mysteria Domini usque 
ad tempus prefinitum habentur semper incog- 
nita."—JQComplex. im Apoc., p. 409. Diisterd. 
considers that, as each Seal is opened, the 
Vision which follows symbolizes a portion 
of the contents ofthe Roll; and that the Roll 
embraces all *the determinate counsel of 
God,” but is itself not read. Alford con- 
cludes that the successive openings of the 
Seals * are but so many preparations for that 
final state of perfection in which the Lamb 
shall reveal to the Church the contents of 
the Book itself;' but that what the Book 
shall thus reveal is not stated by St. John. 
Schleiermacher observes that there is no 
ground for regarding this as “the Book of 
Destiny," for all that is said refers to the 
“ Seals,” not to the “Book” (Einl.ins N. Test., 
S. 459). 

We have no materials for judging of the 
contents of the Sealed Book. Even were the 
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worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof ? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in 
earth, neither under the earth, was 





events prophesied in this Book disclosed in 
the Visions which follow the opening of the 
several Seals, —and thus the contents of the 
Book itself expressed figuratively,—all must 
still remain a mystery ; inasmuch as the disclo- 
sure is made through images and symbols, the 
full signification of which the final accom- 
plishment alone can reveal. Bishop Words- 
worth, on the other hand, writes :—‘ When 
one Seal is broken, a portion of the Roll is 
unwrapped and its contents are disclosed ; 
then a second Seal is broken; and so on, till 
the Seven Seals are opened. . . . This Roll 
reveals a brief view of the successive sufer- 
ings of the Church of Christ from St. John’s 
age to the end of the world.” ‘To the same 
effect Elliott and others ;—viz., that we have 
Seven distinct writings, each sealed with one 
Seal, and each manifesting its own revelation. 
As to what the Roll itself represents, Dr. 
J. H. Todd (Lectures on tbe Apoc., p. 91) 
reckons up sixteen different opinions; and 
he gives the enumeration as incomplete. 
Victorinus takes the Book to be the Old 
'Testament ; and explains that none but Christ 
(ver. 5) could preach what had previously 
required the typical teaching of sacrifices 
and various oblations. The opinion of 
many ancient and modern writers (see above) 
that the Roll contained the sum of the Divine 
counsels (Acts ii. 23), however unsatisfactory, 
necessarily includes the majority of the less 
comprehensive interpretations :—e.g. that 
what was written within signified the New 
Testament, and what was written on the back 
the Old (Primas., Beda, &c.); or that the 
Roll gave an account of the rejection of 
the Jews (Grotius, Hammond, Wetstein). 
Hengst. (after Schottgen) regards * the Seal- 
group,” ch. vi. 1-ch. viii. 1, as expressing the 
whole contents of the Roll, arguing that 
ch. iv. and ch. v. lead us to look for nothing 
but God’s judgments on His enemies (Alcasar 
similarly explains ch. vi. 1-ch. xi. 19). Others, 
however, understand that from the seventh 
Seal (ch. viii. 1) a further development pro- 
ceeds on to the very end, until which 
time the seventh Seal continues—the Visions 
which follow being * evolved," as it were, from 
this Seal, and “ the patience and the faith of tbe 
saints” who wait for the day of the Lord (ch. 
xiii. 10; xiv. 12) being thusexercised. Accord- 
ing to Mede (/. c., p. 458), however, the Trum- 
pets alone are * evolved" from the seventh 
Seal, which is “the Seal of the Trumpets ;" 
and he understands this Sealed Book as con- 
taining the destiny of the Roman Empire, 
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able to open the book, neither to look 
thereon. 

4 And I wept much, because no 
man was found worthy to open and 


and the * Little Book" of ch. x. 2, 8 as con- 
taining thedestiny of the Church. Burger also 
concludes that the contents of the “Sealed 
Book? are made known as soon as the 
seventh Seal is broken (ch. viii. 1) ; and that 
these contents are represented in the Seven 
Trumpet Visions. 

As a “Futurist,” Todd (c, p. 98) re- 
lying upon ch. x. 8, Ezek. ii. 9, together 
with Ps. xl. 7 and Heb. x. 7, considers that 
the Roll * denotes the office or commission 
with which our Lord shall be invested, and 
in virtue of which He shall come again in 
glory to judge the world;"—and to the 
same effect De Burgh (p. 130), who takes 
the Sealed Book, and the whole Apocalypse 
itself, to be solely occupied with the account 
of the last great Crisis. 

Mr. Maurice, as a * Preterist," takes the 
Sealed Book to be “the expression of God's 
purpose and will;” adding: “ The belief that 
there is such a Book in such a hand, has 
sustained the strongest, sternest minds among 
men; it has enabled them to endure the 
world’s despair and their own” (l. ¢., p. 84). 

'The truth is that we do not read of any. 
connexion between the opening of the Seals 
and the reading of the Book or Roll; nor, 
indeed, does the text state that the Roll was 
unfolded. 

2. a mighty angel] Asin ch. x. 1; xviii. 
21: either as being of higher rank (De 
Wette, Stern, Ziillig:—De Lyra specifies the 
Angel Gabriel); or with reference to that 
* ereat voice" which rings through Creation, 
—see ch. x. 5 ; xviii, 2. 


proclaiming with a great voice, Who [is] 
worthy] Morally entitled, as John i. 27; cf. 
Matt. viii. 8. 

On the absence of the verb substantive 
here (N, A, P omit éoriv), see Introd. § 7, 
IV. (4). 

3. And no one in the heaven, or on the 
earth, or under the earth,| Grotius ex- - 
plains “ under the earth” by the sea (cf. Ex. xx. 
4, broxdrw, LXX.) :—but the evident mean- 
ing is the whole realm of Creation, cf. ver. 13 ; 
Phil ii. ro. Ebrard understands Hades, the 
place of departed souls (not of demons), — 
compare Isai, xiv. 9, &c. 

or to look thereon.| As illustrating the fact 
that no one “was able to open the Book,” 
Origen compares Rom. iii. 10-12. 


4. And I| The pronoun is not expressed - 
—see vv. I.: commentators, however, who 


" 


v; 5—6.] 


to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. 
i $ And one of the elders saith unto 


en. 49 me, Weep not: behold, the Lion 


of the tribe of Juda, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the 
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book, and to loose the seven seals 
thereof. 

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the 
midst of the throne and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, 





read the pronoun, explain that it is em- 
phatic, “ I, on my part "—under the circum- 
stances related in vv. 2, 3. 

was weeping much, because no one] I. e., 
because the promise of ch. iv. r, seemed 
likely to fail:— Without tears," writes 
Bengel, “the Revelation was not written, 
neither without tears can it be understood.” 
Hengstenberg’s idea that there is here a 
weakness of faith on St. John’s part cannot 
for a moment be entertained. ‘The Seer was 
waiting in the humility of faith until the 
Lamb had opened the Roll; cf. Matt. xxiv. 
36; Mark xiii. 32; Acts i. 7. 

“The Seer, when he wept,” notes Mr. 
Maurice (according to the “Preterist” 
theory), “might have hoped that the open 
Book would have told him the judgment onthe 
great Babel-empire of the world; that the 
seventh Trumpet might have announced the 
fall of Rome. No! when it sounds, Jeru- 
salem will fall” (p. 186). 

worthy to open the book, or zo look there- 
on:] Omit the words, “and to read "—see 
vv. ll. 

The interpretation of ch. iii. 7 given by 
Irenæus is to be noted here, —see zz loc. 

5. and one of the elders] Representing, 
as Vitr. notes, the body of the Elders—the 
Church. Of course attempts have been made 
to determine which of the Elders is the 
speaker:—some fix upon St. Matthew, in 
whose Gospel (xxviii. 18) the omnipotence 
of Christ is declared ; De Lyra says St. Peter, 
who had already died as a martyr. Cf. ch. 
vi. 1, where one of the Living Beings in like 
manner addresses the Seer. On the form of 
expression “ one of the Elders” (cis êk ràv) see 
John vi. 8 ; Matt. xxvi.14; andcf. ch. xvii. 11. 

behold] ‘To which corresponds “ And I 
saw,” ver. 6. 

the Lion which is of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David,| (Omit dy—see vv. 
IL). Cf. Gen. xlix. 9; Isai. xi. 1, 10; Rom. xv. 
12; Heb. vii. 14:—this harmony of remote 
texts illustrates the fact that Scripture is 
“ one organized whole.” 


hath conquered, /o open the book] Cf. 
ch. vi. 2. According to the usage of the 
Apocalypse, the verb “ to conquer,” “to 
overcome,” is to be taken absolutely—as e. g. 
in ch. ii. 7, 11, 17, and especially in the full 
sense of ch. iii. 21. It denotes here the past vic- 


tory of Christ (* Victor fuit in Resurrectione ” 
—De Lyra). 'This, although not expressed, 
appears not only from the epithets applied, 
but also from the interpretation given in 
ver. 9,—' decause Christ is the Lamb Who 
was slain, He has gained the right, and is 
therefore worthy to open the Book? This 
is a pregnant construction ; * He conquered, 
[so as] to open, —‘ the infin. epexegetic,” see 
Winer, § 44; cf. ch.i. 1. “The glory of opening 
the Book of God's counsels . . . is one part 
of the ‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
Him’ of Phil. ii. 9? (Vaughan, /. c., p. 143). 
Like Irenzus (see on ver. 4) Origen also 
refers here to ch. ii. y. On the other 
hand, many (e. g. Vitr, Bengel Ewald) 
take the words in the same sense as the 
A. V., viz. “hath prevailed to open” (“ ob- 
tinuit id quod tu desperandum putabas,” 
Grot.), referring to the analogy of the 
Hebrew—e. g.' Ps. li. 4 (l. 6, LXX., vix»). 
But ch. il. 21 is sufficient, of itself, to 
decide that the former is the correct sense; 
and hence the fitness of “one of the Elders” 
—one of those who know the fruit of the 
Redemption—being chosen to indicate that 
Christ, exalted to His Throne, is the im- 
parter of all Revelation. 


and the seven seals thereof] The 
words * 7o loose” are to be omitted—see 
vv. Ii, ‘The reading of the uncial MS. B 
(6 dvotywv)—* He that openeth the Book and 
the Seven Seals thereof hath overcome "— does 
not alter the sense here adopted, and adds 
another epithet to Christ. 


6. And I saw] What the Elder (ver. 5) 
had announced. .A new feature of the vision 
is introduced—see on ch. iv. 1. Omit “and, 
lo” —see vv. li. Or render (with A) And 
behold, iz the midst, &c. 


in the midst of the throne and of the four 
living beings, and in the midst of the 
elders,| Not ‘on the throne’ (as Ebrard), 
viz. “ sitting in the midst, on the throne, at the 
centre of two concentric circles, the inner 
formed by the four Living Beings, the outer 
consisting of the twenty-four Elders,’—which 
is forbidden by the fact that the Lamb is 
seen “standing,” and by ver. 7; but, as 
Diisterd., who refers to dvapgécov, ch. vii. 
17, and to èv péro in ch. xxii. 2 as here; 
and who relies upon the repetition of “in the 
midst” as a Hebrew idiom (cf. Lev. xxvii. 12, 
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having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God 
sent forth into all the earth. 





14,L XX.),explains—'In thespaceinthe centre 
which is the throne together with the four 
Living Beings (as in ch. iv. 6); and which is 
surrounded, as its outward limit, by the circle 
of the twenty-four Elders’ (ch. iv. 4). Or 
we may understand (as De Wette), before 
the throne on “zbe glassy sea;" or (as 
Bleek), within the semicircle of the throne, 
and therefore “in the midst of the Elders” 
also. i 

a Lamb] This epithet (dpviov) is applied 
to our Lord twenty-nine times in the Apoc., 
—the word occurring elsewhere in the N. T. 
only in John xxi. 15, where our Lord says, 
* Feed my lambs.” The other form (apvós) 
of this epithet is found only in John i. 29, 36, 
and in Acts viii. 32, where it is borrowed 
from Isai. lii. 7 (LXX.):—see also 1 Pet. 
i. rg. Alford observes (Prolegg., p. 228) 
that this personal name, the Lamb,in what- 
ever form, is common only to the Apoc. and 
the Fourth Gospel. On the difficulty which 
has been raised respecting the authorship of 
the Apocalypse, owing to the application of 
this name under its different forms to Christ, 
see Introd., § 7, IV. (e). 

The diminutive form (.4raioz) which is 
employed here brings forward more sugges- 
tively, as De Wette points out, the idea 
of meekness and innocence :—Christ had just 
been spoken of as a * Lion;” He now appears 
as “a Lamb." Lücke (s. 678) contrasts this 
use of the diminutive, as well as the reference 
contained in the word *' s/ain,’ with the idea 
of power conveyed by the symbol of “the 
Seven Horns.” See Words., quoted on ch. xi. 7. 


standing,] J. e., in posture as if living. 
St. John now sees, what he had already heard, 
ch. i 18; cf. Rom. vi 9: the Lamb is 
beheld standing as in life, and yet— 


as though it had been slain,| For the verb 
cf. Ex. xii. 6; and see on ch. vi. 4. This 
verb (cddrrew), found eight times in this 
Book and ^ used, so to speak, as a vox solem- 
nis, with a special fulness of meaning,” 
occurs elsewhere in the New Test. only in 
1 John iii. r2, where it is “ designed to ex- 
hibit before the reader's eyes the unmitigated 
fearfulness of the act of Cain :’—cf. Haupt on 
I John iii 12. See Introd., $ 7, IV. (f). 

As though it Pad been slain, i.e., bearing in 
His body the marks of His sacrificial death 
—the print of the nails and the wound of 
the spear (see ch. i. 7, and John xx. 20, 27; 
Luke xxiv. 39), tokens which shall also fill 
His enemies with terror (ch. vi. 16). The 
words “as (though) it bad been” mark the 
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7 And he came and took the book 
out of the right hand of him that sat 
upon the throne. 





contrast between “standing” and “slain” 
8 


—the former setting forth the Lord's risen 
life (cf. ch. i. 18); the latter the abiding 
power of His sacrificial death. Words- 
worth contrasts the words * as though it bad 
been slain” of ch. xiii. 3. 

The Lamb has a double emblem— 


seven horns,| The first emblem. This de- 
notes universal dominion ( Matt. xxviii. 18); the 
Horn—an idea borrowed from the strength of 
the ox—being the symbol of power (cf. 
Deut. xxxiii 17; 1 Sam. ii. 1; 1 Kings xxii. 
ir; Luke i 69), and the number Seven 
the “signature” of perfection :—see Introd., 
§ rr. This symbol is applied (but with 
different accessories) to beings of very oppo- 
site qualities: to the Lamb as here ;—in ch. xii. 
3 to the Red Dragon and in ch. xiii. 1 to the 
Beast from the sea, who have each Ten Horns. 
As being well known from its frequent oc- 
currence in the Old Testament, this symbol 
is not explained by St. John, as are the 


and seven eyes] The second emblem of the 
Lamb:—the symbol of perfect knowledge. 
Cf. Zech. iii. 9 ; iv. Io. 

See the notes on Dan. viii. 5, 6, which refer |. 
to the symbol of strength and intelligence, 
still to be seen on the sculptures at Perse- 
polis—the goat with * a notable Horn between 
bis eyes.” 

which are tbe seven Spirits of God,| Ie., 
the “Seven Eyes” are the “Seven Spirits,” as 
we learn from ch. i. 4; iii. 1; iv. 5, compared 
with Zech. iii. 9; iv. 10. See 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 

Bengeland De Wette would include the 
“Seven Horns” also in the explanation— 
which is not grammatically impossible (Alf). 

Besides omniscience, this emblem also de- 
notes the active operation of Godhead, 
whereby the Divine energy works oz and iz 
the world. Both symbols conjoined signify 
the plenitude of omnipotence and omniscience. 
And thus we learn * the position occupied by 
the Saviour in Heaven, as the Lamb that was 
slain;" and then “the presence in all the 
earth of that Divine Spirit, Who is the very 
eye of Christ."—Vaughan, /. c., p. 156. ‘The 
symbolism also expresses the relation of the 
Divine Spirit to the Lamb,—for *the Holy 
Ghost is of the Father and of the Son." 

Henceforth “the Seven Lamps of fire" (ch. 
iv. 5) are no more seen before the throne. 


sent forth] See vv. Il. 
7. And he came, and he taketh [it] ] 


Omit “the Book”—see vv. l. The perfect 
(eA ev), as in ch. vii. 14; vii. 5, is used for 


v. 8.) 


8 And when he had taken the 
book, the four beasts and four and 
twenty elders fell down before the 





“thenarrative aorisz,"—see Winer, s. 340, 
who compares 2 Cor.i.9; li. 12, 13; xi. 25; 
Hebr. xi 28. If the force of the perfect 
tense, occurring here among the aorists, be 
given—as appears to be more natural—viz. 
*and he hath taken it," the description 
becomes highly dramatic; see ch. xi. 17. To 
ask (as Vitr.) how the Lamb could take? or 
to speak (as Stuart) of *zsthetical difficul- 
ties" is to overlook the principle that the 
symbols of Scripture are not capable of 
sensible representation,—see on ch. iv. 3, 7. 
Ebrard insists on the sense *received," as 
suiting the relation of the Son to the Father. 

The Book is taken as it lay upon the open 
hand, see on ver. I. 


that sat on the tbrone.] See on ch. iv. 2. 
Christ knows that it is His office to take 
the Book, and that He has the power to open 
it. 

THE WORSHIP IN HEAVEN (8-14). 

8. And when he took the book,| In ver. 
7 this same verb is in the perfect tense: here, 
the aorist has rather its own force than 
that ot the pluperfect, * he bad taken,” asin the 
A. V. In support of the pluperfect Düsterd. 
refers to Matt. vii. 28; and to ch. vi. 1, 3, &c. 

It now became known that it was the Lamb 
who was worthy to unseal the Roll,—see 
Nen 


the four living beings and the four 
and twenty elders] They who in ch. iv. re- 
present animated Creation and redeemed Hu- 
manity, and who had adored God the Father, 
before the throne, in alternate hymns of 
praise. 'These now unite, with one voice, 
in adoring the Lamb, for He shares the 
homage paid to “Him that sittetb on the 
throne” (ver. 13), as He shares the throne 
itself (ch. iii. 21; xxii. 1). And thus the 
doctrine is here represented typically, which 
St. Paul had expressed in words—see Phil. 
ii. 8-11. To this united hymn of praise the 
host of Angels returns the response in ver. 12. 

For the interpretation of Reuss, who takes 
the Elders (“ vieillards”) to represent the 
celestial priesthood, see on ch. iv. 4. 


fell down before the Lamb,| In that tone 
of sarcasm which marks his commentary, 
Reuss notes that the image here is not allied 
to those which have preceded, “car les ani- 
maux portant le tróne de Dieu ne sauraient 
se jeter à terre sans ébranler ce dermer.” Itis 
his own exegesis, however, which is at fault— 
see on ch. iv. 4, 8. 


having each one a harp,] (See vv. X). 
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Lamb, having every one of them 


harps, and golden vials full of 'odours,! Or, z 


which are the prayers of saints. 


Writers here also raise “æsthetical difficul- 
ties" as to assigning harps to the Four Living 
Beings described in ch. iv. 7 ;—needlessly, as 
noted above onver.7. Itismoretothe point to 
urge that the Elders alone seem to be intended 
here,—inasmuch as they, being representa- 
tives of the Church, are better suited to offer 
up “the prayers of the saints” than the 
symbolic representatives of Creation (cf. ch. 
xiv. 2, &c.; xv. 2): so Düsterd. 

On the * Harps” and “ Vials,” see note A 
at the end of this chapter. 

and golden vials] The “vial” or“ bowl” 
(Lat. patera)—a word common in classical 
Greek—was a broad, flat, shallow cup. 
The LXX. use it to express the “bason” 
(Ex. xxvii. 3) or “bow!” (Zech. ix. 15; xiv. 
20) of the Authorized Version, which was 
a vessel used for receiving the blood of the 
sacrifices, and casting it upon the Altar. The 
reference here is to the use, in the Temple 
worship, of incense-cups (A. V. “ spoons,” 
i.e., small gold cups— see the note on Ex. xxv. 
29) to receive the frankincense (ch. xviii. 
13) which, lighted with coals from the 
Brazen Altar that stood in the court immedi- 
ately in front of the Tabernacle (see the notes 
on Ex. xxvii. 1-3), was offered on the Golden 
Altar before the Veil (Ex. xxx. 1-9):—see 
ch. viii. 3; cf. Ezek. viii. 11. The word “ vial” 
is employed in the classical sense of kparnp 
in ch. xv. 7:—cf. ch. xiv. 10. 


full of incense,| Minute directions were 
given (see Ex. xxx. 34-36) for the composition 
of the symbolical incense; the use of which, 
like the prayer which it represented, be- 
longed to Jehovah alone (Ex. xxx. 37, 38). 
'The High Priest was to renew and kindle it 
every morning and evening (Ex. xxx. 7, 8); 
and in the service of the second Temple all 
priests offered it by lot,—see Lukei.9. In 
the typical worship of the Old Testament, the 
ascending smoke of the burnt offering—* the 
sweet savour unto Jehovah" (see the note 
on Lev. i. 9)—and especially of the incense 
was the symbol of prayer: Lev. xvi. 12, 13; 
Ps. cxli. 2; Isai. vi. 4; Lukei. 9, 10:— cf. Acts 
x. 4; Tobit xii 15. See Note A at the end 
of this chapter, and Note C on ch. viii. 3. 


which are the prayers of the saints.] By 
the * saints," here as elsewhere, are to be un- 
derstood all the members of the Church of 
God (ch. xi. 18; xiii. 7; c£. Eph. ii. 19). 

De Wette, Ebrard, Düsterd., Alf. take the 
word vials to be the antecedent to “which ;” 
—but ch. viii. 3 as well as the analogy of 
Hebrew symbolism fix the reference to 


567 


568 


9 And they sung a new song, 
saying, T'hou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof : 
for thou wast slain, and hast re- 


deemed us to God by thy blood out 





Ovjuápara, incense, the gender of the article 
(feminine) presenting no difficulty, e. g. ch. iv. 
5; Mark xv. 16; 1 Tim. iii. 15. See Winer, 
§ 24, S. 150; and Introd., § 7, IV., (^). 


9. And they sing a new song,| “New” 
(see on ch. ii. 17, and cf. ch. xiv. 3), because, 
previously to the redeeming work of Christ, 
the earlier Church, though it also is repre- 
sented by the Elders, could not have uttered 
this song. A new point is now attained in 
the development of God's kingdom— namely, 
the accomplishment of that work of redemp- 
tion, as stated in what follows. The com- 
ment of Victorinus is that the New Tes- 
tament is now added to the Old. 

The present tense, "sing," denotes the 
never-ceasing worship of heaven,—see on ch. 
Iv SEG. PS. ERU XLA XC Vie Es cC. 

saying, Worthy art theu] See ver. 12; 
and ch. iv. 11. 

and didst redeem zs unto God with 
thy blood] The authorities for retaining “ us ” 
perhaps predominate, see vv. //.:—if the 
pronoun be omitted, render: “didst redeem 
unto God with thy blood [men] of 
every" &c.: see ver. 1o. The tenses point to 
the definite, past act of the Crucifixion—cf. 
ch. i. 5. The sense literally is, Thou didst 
purchase us [or men] unto God in, or 
with,—the verb being rendered by the A. V. 
“redeem” only here, and in ch. xiv. 3, 4. 
In the ordinary sense of “to buy” or “ pur- 
chase" it is found in ch. iii. 18; xiii 17; 
ZVL ETs JODD aiy. 2i Vi 5 3. Xt, 29-i ihe 
compound verb (éfayopá(e) is used only 
by St. Paul—e.g. Gal. i. 13. Winer notes 
that the prep. zz is, after the Hebrew idiom 
(as in r Chron. xxi. 24), the prep. of price: 
“ The value of what is bought is contained in 
the price (to which the ek of price corre- 
sponds).”—s. 348. Cf “to loose us by" 
(Avew év rà alpari), ch. i. 5. 

out of every tribe, dsc.) Or render as 
above, [men] of every tribe. The fourfold 
enumeration here, as usual in this Book (e. g. 
CHIV. (95 Xr AE; KAON KIL S AIRO SCIL 
15), is symbolically exhaustive—all the in- 
habitants of the earth: see Introd., $ 11, (a). 
Burger notes that, since the date of “the 
confusion of tongues” (Gen. xi. 7-9), man- 
kind has been separated according to this 
four-fold division of which we had already 
met-with an illustration in Gen. x. 5, 31. 
This separation has ceased in Christ. 


REVELATION. V. 


[v. 9—10. 


of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation ; 


IO “And hast made us unto oure:Pe 2 


God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth. 





10. and didst make them [to be] unto 
our God a kingdom and priests;| Ie., the 
redeemed :—on the words them, and a 
kingdom, see vv. //. Cf. also the note on 
ch. i. 6, and on ch. ii. 1o. 

and they reign oz the earth.| See vv. l. 
This last clause is an addition to ch.i.6. The 
redeemed are united into a kingdom; as 
citizens of this kingdom they are priests, for 
they are admitted to the closest, the most 
intimate relations with God (cf. ch. vii. 15) ; 
and as such they share in the kingly rule of 
their Prince,—they reign. 

The expression * o reign,” notes Reuss 
(on ch. xx. 4), is borrowed from Jewish 
theology which promised to Israel, during 
the Messianic epoch, supremacy over all 
peoples. It occurs in the Apocalypse in a 
new signification:—Christ establishes His 
Kingdom, that is to say He causes truth, 
justice, holiness to triumph, and consequently 
inaugurates an era of happiness for those 
who are Hisown. ‘These latter are mem- 
bers of the Kingdom,—they enjoy the blessings _ 
which depend onit. This is the meaning of 
the phrase * zo reign” in the Christian sense. 

Christ's “kingdom is not of this world” 
(John xviii. 36). 

The Church is here regarded not in its 
disembodied state, but as it is now upon 
earth,—with the Lamb in the midst of it, 
sending forth into all the world that sevenfold 
plenitude of His power and wisdom which 
the “ Horns” and “ Eyes” symbolize, in order 
to the perfecting of the saints unto the day of 
His Coming (see Chris? Second Coming, by 
Dr. David Brown, 6th ed., p. 447). Good 
MSS. also read “they shall reign” (see 
wv. II), and the tense does not really affect the 
meaning. The future tense, however, is 
taken by the advocates of the “ Pre-millennial 
Advent" and of the Millennium generally 
to denote the personal reign hereafter, 
with Christ, of those who “ sing the new song” 
(ver. 9)—a literal reign on the earth during 
the literal “Thousand Years” (ch. xx. 4). Bur- 
ger, who accepts the future tense, notes: 
“< "They shall reign as kings,’—not in worldly 
power on the earth as it is now; but, when 
restored to that state originally designed for 
man (Gen. i. 26, 27), over ‘the new earth, 
ch. xxii. 5" As tothe whole question of the 
reign of the saints on earth, see the notes 
on ch. xx. 1-6, 

*In this difficult passage," notes Ewald, 


3) 


v. 11—13.] 


1I And I beheld, and I heard the 
voice of many angels round: about 
the throne and the beasts and the 
elders : and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands ; 

I2 Saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
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to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. 

I3 And every creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, ahd such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 


EE a —————— ÀM———ÀÀ U U 


* (the Arabic) Hippolytus [see Note A on 
ch. xii. 3] reads didst redeem us [the 24 
Elders] and didst makethem [viz. believers] 
: and they shall reign. And he 
understands the reigz om tbe eartb to mean 
the period of the "Thousand Years, after the 
first or partial resurrection of the just." 


11. And I saw, | The Angelic host, as distin- 
guished from the Elders and the Living Beings. 

and I beard a voice of many angels] The 
host of Angels now take part in the hymn of 
praise which the Elders had sung. From 
the symbolic representatives of the Church 
they have now learned *the manifold wisdom 
of God,” Eph. iii. 10; 1 Pet. i. 12; therefore, 
they at once unite in the hymn of praise. 

Tischendorf (with N) reads as it were 
a voice. 

round about the throne and the living 
beings and the elders;| The Angels—en- 
compassing the throne and the Living Beings 
and the Elders—surround the scene described 
in ch. iv.; see ch. vii. 11 (cf. 1 Kings xxii. 19): 
“ Thus the redeemed Creation stands nearer 
to the throne of God than even the Angels, 
see Heb. ii. 5, &c.” (Bisping). The strain of 
adoration begun in vv. 8, 9 is continued here: 
in ver. 13 it is echoed by universal Creation. 


and tbe number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ;] 
Gr. myriads of myriads, and thousands of 
thousands. Cf. Dan. vii. 10; Hebr. xii. 22; 
Jude 14. Various ranks and orders of An- 
gels, as well as their separate offices, are dis- 
tinguished in the Apocalypse:—the Archan- 
gel Michael, ch. xii. 7 (c£ Dan. xii. 1; 1 
Thess. iv. 16);—the “mighty” Angels, ver. 2 ; 
ch. x. 1 ; xviii. 21 ; —the Angels “ having great 
authority,” ch. xviii 1;—Angels entrusted 
with special commissions, ch. xiv. 6; xv. 7; 
xvi. 1, 7;—Angels which have a special 
function, ch. vii. r, 2; viii. 3; xiv. 18; xvi. 5; 
XX. r;—and there are other more minute 
distinctions. 

On the Greek text here see vv. M. :—the 
A. V. follows the Complutensian text; while 
Tyndale, Coverdale, the Great Bible, the 
Bishops’, the Geneva of 1557, follow, more 
or less closely, the Textus Receptus and the 
Vulgate :—see Scrivener’s Paragraph Bible, 
Introd., App. E., p. cii. 


12. saying with a great woice,] The 
word saying is not construed with myriads, 
but (the words “and the number,” &c., being 
taken as a parenthesis) with “angels” under- 
stood in the nom.—as if the sentence had 
commenced with ‘‘and the angels lifted 
up their voice, saying:’’—see Winer, 
Sao 

Worthy is tbe Lamb that hath been 
slain] Cf. ch. xiii. 8. 

to receive] As ascribed to Him in ch. iv. 11. 

the power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
might, &c.] Cf r Chron. xxix. rz, 12. In 
this doxology — sevenfold as when again 
offered by' the Angels in ch. vii. 12 — one 
article is prefixed to the seven nouns ; and is 
not affixed to each as in the classification 
which is given in the note on ch. i. 6: hence, 
Bengel (whom nearly all modern writers 
quote) observes that these seven words of 
praise are to be uttered as one single word. 
Bengel would also, unnecessarily, refer the 
number seven to the number of the Seals. 
Note that the word *ricbes"— not merely 
spiritual “riches” (cf. John i. 16; Eph. ii. 
8), but the fulness of every “gift” of God 
(c£ James i. 17; Acts xvii 25)—is found 
only here in a doxology, and in connexion 
with “power? 

13. And every created thing] At length 
the various hymns of praise (ch. iv. 8, 11; 
V. 9, 12,) are all combined in one harmonious 
chorus. ‘The manner in which Creation 
welcomes the redemption * of the children of 
God” (see Rom. viii. 19-23) is here declared. 

which is in the heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth,| “Under the earth” 
refers, as in Phil. ii. 10, to those in Hades,— 
see on ver. 3; not the demons, “ qui zzvi 
parent Christo" (Vitr.). 

and on the sea,| See vv. /]. “The sea” 
is first referred to (symbolically) in ch. iv. 6. 
On the frequent use of “the sea” in the 
Apocalypse, both literally, and as a symbol 
—the Apostle's exile at Patmos rendering it an 
object familiar to him, see Introd.. $ 4. 

and all things that are in tbem,] The 
usual summary of collective Creation, as in 
Ex. xx. r1; Ps. cxlvi. 6; Phil. ii, ro. 

heard I, saying,| See vv. ll; and for the 
gender, cf. on ch. iv. 1. 
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honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 
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[v. 14. 


14. And the four beasts said, Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell 
down and worshipped him that liveth 
for ever and ever. 





All blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
dominion,] Asin ch. i. 6, the article is pre- 
fixed to each noun. The Father's praise is 
celebrated in ch. iv. 8-11; the Son’s in ch. v. 
9-12; here, both are glorified,—cf. Rom. xvi. 
27; 1 Pet. iv. 11. Bengel again refers the 
number four in this doxology to the four 
classes of Creation in the preceding clause; 
see on ver. I2. 


[be] unto bim that sittetb on the throne, | 
See vv. //.:—the genitive, or, perhaps, the 
dative, is to be read here; cf. on ch. i 2o. 

In this triumph of Redemption, redeemed 
Creation (ver. 8) first takes part; then the 
Angels (ver. 11), as “ministering spirits” who 
do service for the sake of them who have 
now inherited salvation (Heb. i. 14); and 
then, as here, every created thing. This 
symbolic scene represents the great thought 


of St. Paul, that Christ has reconciled all 
things on earth and in heaven, and has united 
them in Himself—Eph. i. 10; Col. i. 20. 

The connected Visions of ch. iv. and ch. v. 
are now brought to a close; and this con- 
clusion introduces ver. 14. 


14. And the four living beings said, 
Amen.| As in ch. iv. 8 these representatives 
of Creation had commenced the series of 
hymns, so now they pronounce the * Amen,” 
which forms the customary close of Divine 
worship,—see 1 Cor. xiv. 16. 

And the elders fell down and wor- 
shipped.] See vv. /L:—the verse closes 
here. The Elders, the representatives of the 
Church Universal, in silent adoration add 
their assent;—the last tones of the hymns 
die away, and the opening of the Seals 
begins. 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. V. 8. 


NorE A ON VER. 8—THE HARP, THE 
VIAL, THE INCENSE. 


The Harp,—Heb. 3133, LXX. (1 Sam. xvi. 
16, 23) xevupa, in the Psalms always xv@dpa, 
as here. In 1 Sam. xvi, David played “with 
his hand;" Josephus (An/t. vii. 12, 3) says 
the barp (kwopa) had ten strings (cf. Ps. 
xxxiii. 2) and was played with a plectrum, 
whereas the nabla, or psaltery, was played 
with the fingers. At all events the x.ddpa 
here, was rather a guitar or lute, than a harp: 
—see Winer, Real-Worterb., art. Musik. 
Iustrum.; and the note on r Sam. x. 5. It 
has been “usual to consider the Aramaic 
word (Doh'p) in Dan. iii. 5, a transcript of 
the Greek kidapis:”—see Excursus on Dan. iii. 

The Vial:—The word $4 is used in the 
LXX. as the equivalent of the Hebrew prt) 
(e. g. Ex. xxvii. 3; Num. vii. 13, 84; Zech. ix. 
15), rendered in A. V. “bowl” or“ bason” of 
silver; while the incense-cup, Heb. $5 (A. 
V. “spoon” of gold, Ex. xxv. 29), is expressed 
by dvio«n,—both Greek terms being found in 
1 Kings vii 36; 2 Chron. iv. 21: see the 
engraving of the Shewbread Table with its 
incense-cups in the note on Ex. xxv. 23. 
Josephus connects them with the Table 
(úo pida xpócca, MPavoroð mANpets, 
Anit. iil, 6,6; 10, 7). Bishop Wordsworth 
notes: “The word diddy (connected with 
dla, suf-fo, which may be compared with 
Gio and thus, ‘incense’) does not signify a 
vial, or bottle, but a broad shallow vessel. as 


the Latin patera from pateo, whence also 
paten, like a saucer or bowl-like dish (see the 
authorities in Wetstein, p. 769).” In ch. xv. 
7 (cf. ch. xiv. 10) St. John uses the word 
duáAy, in a different sense, to signify the 
smaller cup by which wine was drawn out of 
the larger xparnp, or mixing vessel, in which 
the wine for a meal was mixed with water. 
So Plato (Grito, p. 120, a), xpvcais duáNaus 
èk TOU KpPNTHPos apuTTdpevor — see Alford's 
note on Rev. xv. 7. 

Incense, Óvpiapa! (the plural only is used in 
the Apocalypse), was the symbol of prayer: 
“Isai. vi. 3, 4 is almost equivalent to an express 
interpretation .... ‘The same may be said of 
Luke i. 1o, where the people are said to have 
prayed in the fore-court, whilst the priest was 
in the Holy Place burning the incense.”— 
Kurtz, Sacrificial Worsbip, Engl. tr. p. 295. 
A silver shovel—A. V. * frrepan," Ex. xxvii. 
3 (nnnb)—was filled with live coals, and 
then emptied into a golden one smaller 
than the former, so that some of the. coals 
were spilled (cf. Rev. viii. 5); and when 
the incense was brought in the incense- 
cup (52), the priest cast it on the fire 
(Mishna, Tamid, v. 4), profound silence being 
kept by the people praying without (cf. Rev. 
viii. r):—see Smith's Dict. of tbe Bible, art. 
Incense. 


1 Hebrew Ketoreth (MOP), Ex. xxx. I. See 


also Isai. lx. 6, Lebonah (n335); and Note C 
on ch. viii. 3. 


v. 1.] 


REVELATION. VI. 
CHAPTER VI. 


I The opening of the seals in order, and what 
Jollowed thereupon, containing a prophecy to 
the end of the world, 
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| ND I saw when the Lamb 
opened one of the seals, and I 
heard, as it were the noise of thun- 











[Ver. 1 érrà o bp.—dovij.—om. kai BAére (added by Erasmus to the reading of his Codex after 
the et vide of the Vulgate; and so in vv. 3,5, 7). Ver. 4 èk rijs ys [A omits ék].—oddá£ovow. 
Ver. 6 ós ovi». Ver. 7 [B, C, P omit Qevqv].—Aéyovros. Ver. 8 «oXoü8ei.—dárokreiva: follows 
Tis yüs. Ver. ro om. ó before dAy0.—ék Tay karou. Ver. 11 €060n [1 merely reads xai 
€060y avrois {va dvaraócovra, which Er. filled up after his manner ].—avrois ékágQ.—o0roAj) 
Aevkr.—om. ob.—mAngpeÓGocw. Ver. 12 om. i0o0.—71 ceMjvm dyn. Ver. 14 ô oüp. Ver. 15 of 
xtAlapxot Kal of moverot.—kai of lryvpol (not read in 1 ; Er. supplied kal oi Suvaroi after the 


et fortes of the Vulgate).—om, mas before &Ae00. Ver. 17 abró».] 








Cuap. VI. 


The Second chief Vision (ch. vi. 1-viii. 1) 
of the Revelation Proper opens here,—see 
Introd. p. 89. 


'THE SEVEN SEALs. 


'The Seven Seals are now opened, this 
chapter containing the first six. The Seven 
are divided into the groups of four (vv. 1-8) 
and three Seals (vv. 9, 12; ch. viii. 1),—the 
former group being distinguished from the 
latter by the agency of the Four Living 
Beings, and by the word of invitation, “ Come,” 
in vv. 1, 3, 5, 7. Similarly the first jour 
Trumpets (ch. viii. 7-12) are separated from 
the last three at ch. viii. 13. As stated in 
the remarks introductory to ch. ii, in the 
case of the Seven Epistles and of the Seven 
Vials (ch. xvi.) there is a different division, — 
namely into groups of three and four, at ch. ii. 
18, and ch. xvi. 8: but in each of the groups 
of Seals, Trumpets, and Vials, an intervening 
action parts the first six from the seventh, 
at ch. vii. ; at ch. x. 1—xi. 14 ; at ch. xvi. 13— 
16. Of the Seven Seals, six only announce 
Visions partaking of the common character of 
judgments; while the seventh (ch. viii. 1) forms 
the solemn and mysterious close. So in the 
case of the Trumpets, at the seventh (ch. xi. 
15-18) the hidden meaning is merely indi- 
cated; just as at the pouring out of the 
seventh Vial (ch. xvi. 17) the Voice from the 
throne merely declares “ It is done.” 

The Vision which accompanies the opening 
of each Seal is either intended simply to 
prepare for the final revelation of “the mys- 
perp roy God (CHIX 7. e£ ch. xi. 15));' or) 
in a more definite sense, is a symbolical 
representation of the corresponding portion 
of the Sealed Book,—see on ch. v. 1. There 
is, accordingly, a mysterious silence on the 
opening of the seventh Seal—the Seal which 
extends to the end of all things. The 
Visions that follow represent to the Seer 
events which either partly precede and 
partly accompany the seventh Seal (on the 
principle of Recapztulation—see the remarks in- 


troductory to ch. viii.) ; or which give a general 
survey of the progress of the Church of 
God in the world until the Divine purpose 
is accomplished, although by no means a 
picture of events in chronological succession 
such as the “Continuous” system of interpre- 
tation requires. This system, when applied, 
breaks down in every case. The Lord's dis- 
course on the Mount of Olives, Matt. xxiv., 
as the earliest commentators have observed, 
is the key to the Visions of the Seals. The 
first four are committed, as it were, to the 
Four Living Beings who are “round about 
the throne” (ch. iv. 6), and who now summon 
the Seer to behold. The symbolism recalls 
the Four Horses of Zech. i. 8—10, “whom 
the Lord hath sent to avalk to and fro through 
the earth ;’—cf. Pusey on Zech. vi. 1-8. 


THE First Four SEALS (1-8). 

1. And I saw] Not the opening of the 
Seal, as if the meaning were “I was a be- 
holder when ” (Hengst.); nor does “J saw” 
include the hearing also which followed, as 
part of the prophetic intuition (De Wette and 
Ebrard)—see on ch. i. 2; v. 1r. The sense 
is, St. John “saw, when the Seal was 
opened, what he describes in ver. 2 where 
the words “ I saw ” are repeated. 


when the Lamb opened one of the seven 
seals,| (See vv. Il). The first Seal, although 
not stated: see the next note. 


and I heard one of the four living 
beings] Not necessarily although probably 
(cf. ch. v. 5; xv. 7) identical with the first, 
the Lion; according to the order in ch. iv. 7 
—in which order Vitr., Bengel, and others, 
place the Living Being who summons in each 
of the first four Seals. Thus, the Lion’s 
strength, in the frst Living Being, is the type 
of victory. Applying the idea differently, 
Wordsworth (who adopts the explanation ot 
the Living Beings given by St. Augustine) 
understands here the first Gospel, that of St. 
Matthew, inviting the Church to contemplate 
Christ, “the Lion of the Tribe of Judah,” as 
Conqueror and King—see note B, on ch. 


DT 


der, one of the four beasts saying, 
Come and see. 








iv. 6: and Words. explains that in the next 
three Seals “ the Power introduced is opposed 
to Christ? Bossuet also identifies the Four 
Living Beings with the Four Evangelists ; and 
thence infers that we are to understand 
in these four Seals the execution of the secret 
counsels of God according to the rules 
which are laid down by Christ in the Gospels: 
—but see on ch. iv. 8. 


saying, as with a voice of thunder,] 
(See vv. ll). "Thisvoice (cf. ch. x. 3; xiv. 2) 
belongs to each of the Four Living Beings, 
although mentioned only in the case of the 
first that speaks. Hengst. would explain the 
mention here of the “ Voice,” by the pre-emi- 
nence of the first Rider. 


Come.] The words, “ and see,” added here 
and in vv. 3, 5, 7, are to be omitted—see 
vv. ll. The insertion of these omitted words, 
in the form found in John i. 47 (kal ie), is 
supported by the Codex Sinaiticus and by 
some other MSS. 

This summons, by its very form, separates 
the first four Seals from the last three where 
it does not occur. Hofmann, Kliefoth, Alford, 
relying on ch. xxii. 17, 20, and on the dif- 
ferent form of expression in ch. x. 8, would 
explain this “cry”—this groaning and tra- 
vailing together of Creation for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God (Rom. viii. 19, 22)— 
as addressed to Christ, not to St. John. 
This cannot be the sense:—let the opening 
words only of ver. 2, I saw,” in accordance 
with this invitation, be considered; and also 
the appeal in ver. 10. Burger takes the four 
invitations (vv. 1, 3, 5, 7) to be addressed to 
the Riders respectively :—each is summoned 
in order that St. John may see him. 


9. a white horse,| For the imagery, see, 
as noted above, Zech. i. 8-11. Diisterd., in- 
deed, denies that the texts are parallel; but 


cf the “How long," Zech. i. 12, 13, with 


ver. 10 below. On white as the colour of 
heaven see on ch. i. 14; ii. 17. With the 
Hebrews the horse was the emblem of war 
— Job xxxix. 25; Ps. Ixxvi. 6; Prov. xxi. 31; 
Jer. viii. 6; Ezek. xxvi 10, With the Ro- 
mans the white horse was the emblem of 
victory :—^ equos . . . . candore nivali,” Æn. 
iii 537; * Victorie omen,” Servius, Schol. 
Cf. I]. x. 437; Herod. ix. 63; Plut., Camil- 
lus, 7. 


and be that sat thereon] The interpre- 
tations here are various:—(1) The words 
“Behold a white horse, and he that sat 
thereon” are repeated exactly in ch. xix. 11; 
and there is a pretty general agreement that 
here also the Rider is Christ—the Begin- 
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[v. 2. 


2 And I saw, and behold a white 
horse : and he that sat on him had a 





ning and the End, the First and the Last— 
from Whom, thus, all the Visions commence. 
(2) Inasense not absolutely different, some 
explain that as the Riders in the next 
three Seals are evidently personifications of 
bloodsbed, scarcity, deatb, we have here, too, 
Christianity personified: so Stern—see Note 
A at the end of this chapter. Alford differs, 
regarding the Rider as “only a symbol of 
Christ's victorious power: and Godet also 
(L c., p. 298) sees here “ the emblem of the 
Gospel, which, by being preached, is about to 
run victoriously through the earth.” (3) In 
a different sense of personification De Wette 
takes this symbol to personify war as a 
triumph,—the next three Seals personifying 
war as a catastrophe. According to him, if 
Christ is symbolized under the figure of the 
Rider, either here or in ch. xix. 11, it can be 
merely by antithesis, for the victory of the 
Gospel is won only by the peaceful preaching of 
the word :—but see Matt. x. 34; xxiv. 7. (4) 
In Jer.xxi.7 (cf xxxii. 36) he who escapes 
war, famine, and pestilence is to fall into the 
hands of the king of Babylon; and hence 
Reuss understands the conqueror, who here 
precedes these three judgments, as personi- 
fying ambition and pride which bring with | 
them destruction and ruin. Bengel, in like 
manner, understands conquest personified, 
the Emperor Trajan being the chief repre- 
sentative of the idea, and the first Rider; Bishop 
Newton understands Vespasian; Herder, 
Bisping, and others understand simply the 
personification of War. 

(5) Elliott (after Mede, Vitr., and others) 
considers that as the Empire of the Medes 
and Persians was figured to Daniel under 
the image of “a ram” (Dan. viii. 3), and 
Greece by “a goat” (Dan. vii. 5), so the 
destinies of the fourth—the last of Daniel's 
kingdoms (Dan. vii. 23), the Roman Empire 
—are here foreshown by the emblem of a 
horse with a Rider. 

(6) Dr. J. H. Todd (Lect. on tbe Apoc., 
p. 99) explains that “the revelations made on 
the opening of each Seal all portray the cir- 
cumstances of our Lord’s Second Coming, 
representing that event under various as- 
pects.” See also on ch. v. 1. 

Some of the leading schools of interpre- 
tation (see Introd. $ 12)are here exemplified— 
the Symbolical; the Historical or Conti- 
nuous; the Futurist. For illustrations of 
another school, the Preterist, see note A at 
the end of this chapter. 

bad a bow;| Gr.having. On the word 
“ Bow,” see on ch. iv. 3. We have here 
merely emblems of the Rider’s appearance 


v. 3—4.] 


bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, 
and to conquer. 

3 And when he had opened the 
second seal, I heard the second beast 
say, Come and see. 
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4 And there went out another 
horse that was red: and power was 
given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they 
should kill one another: and there 
was given unto him a great sword, 





as a Conqueror: the Old Test. supplies the 
accompaniments of the picture—Ps, xlv. 4, 
5; Hab. iil. 8, 9; Zech. ix. 13, 14. It was 
not as a Conqueror that He first came— 
Zech. ix. 9. 


and there was given unto hima 
crown:]| The context (cf. also ch. xiv. 14) 


imposes the sense, * the conqueror's crown :”. 


—when Christ goes forth as King, He wears 
* many diadems” (ch.xix. 12). Fortheopposite 
interpretation, viz., that this also was a kingly 
crown, not the garland of victory, see on ch. 
ii. ro. By this token the Lord is distin- 
guished from the other Riders. In relation 
to the hostile world Christ appears as a 
warrior ;—in relation to the Father He ap- 
pears as a Lamb (John i. 29). 


and be came fortb conquering, and to con- 
quer.) Gr. “and that he might conquer :” 
cf. ch. ili. 21; v. 5. He already proceeds as 
a conqueror, setting out to take possession 
of His kingdom:—but the end is not as 
yet attained. The earth is still to be sub- 
dued ; and to this purpose the other Visions 
are subordinate. The triumph is secured 
under the seventh Trumpet; and then the 
Elders return thanks for the consummation 
(ch. xi. 16, 17). When the Gospel was 
proclaimed men would naturally expect the 
future reign of peace and happiness over the 
earth; but such an expectation the Lord had 
from the first declared to be groundless: “I 
came not,” He said, “to send peace on earth, but 
a sword” (Matt. x. 34). To unfold this theme 
is the object of the first six Seals—as, indeed, 
of the greater part of the Apocalypse. Instead 
of peace, there appears throughout this Book 
a secret gathering of armies as for some great 
war or battle—from this single mysterious 
Rider in this first Seal, to the summoning the 
birds of heaven “unto the great supper of God” 
(ch. xix. 17): e.g. ch. xvi. 12-16. 


3. And when He opened the second seal,] 
The tense is the aorist in the case of each of 
the Seals. 

thesecond living being saying,] We need 
not understand literally “the Calf” of ch. iv. 7. 
According to the arbitrary symbolism, how- 
ever, which takes the Four Living Beings 
to be the four Gospels (see note B on ch. iv. 
6), Words. sees here the Gospel of St. Luke, 
of which he regards the * Ca//"—* the sacri- 
ficial animal "—to be the emblem, as display- 


ing the sufferings of Christ, and here inviting 
the Seer to behold “ the suffering inflicted 
on the martyrs.” 

Come, On the form of this invitation, 
omitting the words “ and see,” cf. on ver. 1. 

The Vision which followed the opening of 
the first Seal has ended,—the form of the 
first Rider has disappeared. 


4. And another [horse] came forth,] 
As before, the symbol of war. The expression 
“ another,” used only in the case of this Seal, 
may denote the contrast between the first and 
the others (Hengst.). 

As a * Preterist? (see on ch. i. 7) Mr. F. 
D. Maurice writes: *I need not say how 
wildly that horse was plunging in the days 
after the death of Nero, and before the 
establishment of Vespasian ” (Z.c., p. 104). 


a red horse:] The colour of the war- 
horse, Zech. i. 8; vi. 2, and of the Dragon, 
ch. xii. 3—‘fiery-red, or ‘blood-red’ (cf. 2 
Kings iii. 22, LXX.). The colour of each 
horse corresponds to the mission of its Rider 
(see ver. 8) :—here, it is to shed blood. 


and to him that sat thereon it was 
given| Gr.“and to him that sat upon 
him, unto him it was given," cf. ch. ii. 26 , 
li. 8, 21. On the redundant pronoun, see 
Winer, $ 22, 4, a. 


to take peace from the earth,| T.e., peace 
absolutely, the ancient expositors dwelling on 
the parallels, Matt. x. 34; xxiv. 7. If the 
prep. be omitted (see vv. 74), render—the 
peace of the earth. Elliott understands 
“the peace left by the former Seal" “The 
eartb" is used in a general sense: not, as 
Grotius understands, to signify Judæa ;—or, 
as others, the Roman world ;—or, as Renan 
Çl. c., p. 385), the revolt of Judæa and the 
insurrection of Vindex (A.D. 69). 


and that they should slay] For the con- 
str. cf. on ch. iii. 9 :—see vv. ll. The verb 
(cddrrw) is found only in the Apocalypse 
and in 1 John iii. 12 (cf.ch. v. 6); and to it, 
as the sacrificial term, corresponds strictly 
the term here used for “sword, although 
this word (uáxawa, or sacrificial knife, cf. 
Gen. xxii. 6, 1o, LXX.) is also used promis- 
cuously — e.g. ch. xiii, 10; John xviii, ro. 
See on ch. i. 16. 

one anotber:] It is clearly meant that the 
inhabitants of the earth (see ch. iii. 10) shall 
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5 And when he had opened the 
third seal, I heard the third beast 
say, Come and see. And I beheld, 
and lo a black horse ; and he that 
sat on him had a pair of balances in 


his hand. 





slay one another; and hence, the exposition 
of De Lyra, Stern, and the ancient inter- 
preters is untenable, who see here only the 
persecutions of the Christians. ‘The same in- 
terpretation, however, is supported by Bishop 
Wordsworth; and he refers to the martyrs 
spoken of in ver. 9, that *had been slain by 
the sword of him who rides on the red 
horse :” in this sense the second Seal personi- 
fies persecution; and he quotes the lines :— 


“ Lament, for Diocletian's fiery sword 
Works busy as the lightning .... 
Against the followers of the Incarnate Lord 
It rages.” — Wordsworth, Zecles. Sonnets, vi. 


It is more in accordance, however, with the 
context, and also with the saying (Matt. x. 
34) * I came not to send peace, but a sword,” 
to take the symbol as referring to that 
“ beginning of sorrows ” foretold by our Lord 
(Matt. xxiv. 8), and now represented under 
the personification of b/oodshed about to come 
on the whole earth. Applying this thought 
to but one period of history, Bishop Newton 
sees here the “horrid wars and slaughters ” 
in the reigns of Trajan and Hadrian. 


5. And when he opened the third seal, I 
heard the third living being saying, Come. | 
That “the rise of Aeresy,”—denying Christ's 
humanity— next in order to persecution,” is 
portended by this Seal is inferred by Words. 
from the Auman face of the third Living 
Being, ch. iv. 7, who now invites to behold. 

And I saw, and behold, a black horse ;| 
The colour of gloom (cf. ver. 12) ; implying 
the destruction caused by the Rider (cf. vv. 2, 
4, 8)—who personifies scarcity. According to 
Allegorists this colour is the emblem of the 
Church’s mourning at the corruption of the 
true faith, and the consequent loss of souls. 

and he that sat thereon had a balance 
in his hand.| The meaning of the word 
“balance” (Cvyós or (vydy, primarily a yoke, 
cf. Matt. xi. 29) is determined here by its 
use in Lev. xix. 35, 36; Prov. xvi. 11; Isai. 
xl. 12; and especially by Ezek. xlv. ro 
(LXX.) where the expressions used here 
(see xotwé, ver. 6) are found in juxtapo- 
sition. "Woodhouse and others insist on the 
meaning “yoke "—understanding “the yoke of 
ceremonies.” What is meant, however, is 
that corn is weighed, not measured; and 
hence scarcity is symbolized (see Lev. xxvi. 
26; Ezek. iv. 16, 17), not absolute famine as 
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6 And I heard a voice in thelThewo 
CHANIA 


midst of the four beasts say, 'Asignifiett 
measure of wheat for a penny, ando 


three measures of barley for a penny ; one wine 


. quart, ar 

and see thou hurt not the oil and the the twelf 

. part of a 
wine. deis 





in the next Seal (ver. 8). Here again we see 
“ the beginning of sorrows "— Matt. xxiv. 8. It 
is to allegorize, not to symbolize, when some 
writers (e.g. Vitr.) refer here to Amos viii. 
11: “I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord "—a conclu- 
sion supported by Words. ‘This, however, is 
to take that which is conveyed by the symboli- 
cal language of the verse, viz. /:tera/ scarcity, 
to be itself in its turn the symbol of spiritual 
scarcity: see note B at the end of this 
chapter. 

6. And I heard as it were a woice im the 
midst of the four living beings] Distinct 
from their voices:—the “as it were” (see 
vv. il.) denotes that the speaker being left 
undetermined (see on ch. i. 10) remained un- 
known to the Seer. The voice issues from 
the Throne—from the midst of the repre- 
sentatives of Creation, the woes denounced 
against which it is the object of the voice to 
mitigate. “The mercy seat" was between 
the Cherubim, Ex. xxv. 22; Heb. ix. 5. 

'The prices which this voice goes on to 
announce imply severe dearth :— 

saying, 4 measure of wheat for a penny, ] 
(The “gen. of price,” Winer, s. 185). Gr. “a 
chenix of wheat for a denarius;"—the 
“ chenix” being defined, “a man’s food for 
a day” (juepnovos tpopn, Suidas) :—" About 
a quart measure, equal to two sexfarz in 
liquid measure, and to two /ibre or pounds 
in dry measure. The denarius was a day’s 
wages for a labourer (Matt. xx. 2), and the 
daily pay ofa soldier (Tac., Ænn. i. 17) The 
chenix.was only the eighth part of a modius ; 
and a modius of wheat was usually sold for a 
denarius, and sometimes for half that sum 
—Cicero, Ferr, iii. 81; De Divin, 10” 
(Words. in loc.). The chenix, however, falls 
below the amount of a quart, and the de- 
narius approaches towards the value of a shil- 
ling,—see Lightfoot, On a Fresh Revision of 
Eng. New Test., p. 167. Although-there are no 
English equivalents, it is important to aim at 
precision here, * because the extremity of the 
famine only appears when the proper relation 
between the measure and the price is pre- 
served.” —ib., p. 169. ‘The Rider is to see . 
that this shall be the price of food, and the 
limit of the dearth. 

and the oil and the wine hurt thou 
not.] The Rider's office as destroyer is here 


v. 7—8.] 


7 And when he had opened the 
fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
fourth beast say, Come and see. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale 


=e: 





to cease,—“ the oil and the wine” are to be 
produced as usual. For this use of the verb 
Stowhurt” cis chi Hvxrs ANa 3, &c: 
it does not mean “ to waste " (Rinck) ;—or “to 
commit injustice in the matter of " (Elliott) ; 
and accordingly another limit to the severity of 
this judgment is prescribed: cf. Matt. xxiv. 
22. No particular scarcity is referred to, 
such as the dearth in the days of Claudius 
(Grotius, Wetstein, &c.);—or that under 
Nero, A.D. 68, see Sueton, Nero, 45 (Re- 
nan) ‘The general class of judgments spoken 
of by our Lord (Matt. xxiv. 7) is intended, 
wheat, barley, oil, and wine, forming the 
ordinary, sources of nourishment—see Ps. 
Civ. 14, I5; cf Joel i. ro. Bishop Newton 
again notes: “This third period commen- 
ceth with Septimius Severus” [A. D. 193]. 

Mr. Maurice thinks that this is not *a 
Vision of war at all . . . The images here 
are all of peace. ‘The sword is changed for 
the balances. Men are studious about bar- 
ter and exchange. They are tender about 
oil and wine" (p. 105). . 


7. And when he opened the fourth seal, 
I beard tbe voice of the fourth living being 
saying,] The participle (T. R. reads Aéyov- 
cav) agrees with “Living Being,” as in vv. 
I, 3, 5—see vv. l. Some MSS of weight omit 
* the voice.” 


Come.] As before,in ver. 1. The invita- 
tion may proceed from the fourth Living 
Being, “ like a flying Eagle” (ch. iv. 7). Words. 
here understands the Gospel of St. John 
who, in Rey. xx. 14, declares the triumph 
of Christ over Death, Hades, and the Beasts: 
and he interprets that under the second 
Seal the Church endured persecution ; under 
the third Seal, Heresy ; and that here, the evil 
is multiform. 


8. And I saw, and behold, a pale borse:] 
The palish green of terror and of. death 
(“ pallida mors”). The word is used of 
grass in ch. viii, 7; 1x. 4; Mark vi. 39. 


and he that sat upon 27z,] Not the same 
prep. as in the three previous Seals—here 
emávo (not éri), “above,” as in John iii. 31. 
For the construction, cf. ch. iv. 1. 

his name was Death;] To this Rider 
alone is a name given:—he is Death personi- 
fied (see the note on Job xxvii. 15), and there- 
fore offers the broadest contrast to the Prince 
of Life who leads the procession. The 
preceding nom. is here taken up by the 
pronoun “ his ” in the dative; cf. ch. tii. 12, 21° 
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horse : and his name that sat on him 
was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. 
them over the fourth part of the 





—see Introd. $ 7, IV., (7), the last note; and 
cf. John i. 6. 


and Hell followed with him.| Gr. Hades 
—the place of departed souls, which is also 
personitied in Ps. xlix. 14; Isa. xiv. 9. It is 
combined with Death in ch. i. 18 (where seethe 
note) asever following in his train. Hengst. 
(so too Stern) understands the place of 
torment,—* for the word is used in the New 
Test. only in reference to dead sinners, 
Luke xvi. 23” (cf. also ch. xx. 14): but this 
assumes that the ungodly alone are to be 
subject to the trials here spoken of—see on 
ver. rz, Ewald understands “the Angel of 
Hell who is called in Hebrew Abaddon” (ch. 
ix. 11): the Angel of Hell fo//ows Death; as 
*the Destroyer" desires to draw all men 
down to his Abyss, by means of the four evil 
agencies which here follow. Eichhorn’ and 
Ebrard take it to mean, by metonymy, “the 
dwellers in Hades,” “the entire number of 
the dead :’—but this sense is opposed both to 
the whole tone of the passage, which implies 
personification, and also to the true reading 
* was given unto them ; " for here, as in ch. xx. 
13, “ Hell” is regarded as a person, the com- 
panion of “ Death.” See vv. Il 


And there was given unto them] Viz. 
unto Death and Hell. The marginal read- 
ing of A. V. “to him” (Vulg. “data est 
ili”) is supported by B alone of the five 
uncial MSS. In his arbitrary criticism Reuss 
adopts the reading “to him,” viz. to Hades; 
and he understands Death merely to signify 
“contagious maladies,” as in ch. xviii. 8 
— see below. 


authority over the fourth part of the earth, | 
“The fourth part” is peculiar to this place. 
Diisterd. explains, “a tolerably great part ;” a 
still greater part, viz. one-third—the fraction 
which continually recurs, e.g. ch. viii. 7—12 ; ix. 
15,18; xii. 4—being usually specified. Some- 
what similarly Volkmar explains that the 
famine of this Seal is not as yet to attain its 
utmost severity (Joel i. 10, &c.); it becomes 
more intense under the first Trumpet, when 
a greater part of the earth, one-third, is 
afflicted (ch. viii 7);—Züllig, followed by 
Alford, considers that the fourth part contains 
an allusion to the four Seals of this group; 
the commission of each Rider extending to the 
fourth part of the earth ;—Elliott adopts the 
version of the Vulgate: * super quatuor partes 
terrz," “over the four parts of the earth ;"— 
Hengst. understands the partial and provi- 
sional character of this judgment ;—I. Williams 
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And power was given 'untol| Or, /» 


Aim. 
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earth, to kill with sword, and with 
hunger, and with death, and with 
the beasts of the earth. 
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[v. 9. 


9 And when he had opened the 
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain for 








ascribes to this Seal the universality which 
the number our denotes; and similarly 
Mede (p. 446), “Expono de potissima et 
multo maxima orbis Roman: parte," -Ebrard 
confesses a “docta ignorantia." The fact 
noted on ver. 6, that these judgments are but 
preliminary and. have not as yet reached their 
utmost intensity, is a strong confirmation of 
the justice of Volkmar’s interpretation. See 
vv. H. 


to kill with sword,] Not the “sword” of 
ver. 4—see on ch. i. 16 where the term 
here used occurs. As in ch. ii. 16, the prep. 
(èv) prefixed to the first three nouns denotes 
the instrument or means. ‘These words are 
very closely followed in the Sibylline verses, 
B. lii, 316, 317—see note E on ch. ii. 20. 
Cf. * gladium, et famem, et mortem, et interi- 
tum,"—4 Esdras xv. 5. 


and with famine,] As the “sword” here 
differs from the “sword” in ver. 4, so does 
this “ famine” differ from the scarcity of vv. 
5, 6 as being more intense ;—although even its 
severity is to become greater under the first 
Trumpet, ch. viii. 7. 

and with death,| “ Death” is to be taken 
merely in connexion with the sword and with 
famine (being accompanied by the same 
preposition ¢v) as one instrument of Divine 
punishment :—either zatural death as opposed 
to the other kinds of violent death speci- 
fied in this verse; or, as many understand, 
pestilence (referred to in ch. xvi. 2). God’s 
“ four sore judgments upon Jerusalem” (Ezek. 
xiv. 21) are expressed in the LXX. by the 
same four words as in the text,—the Hebrew 
term for “pestilence” (deber) being rendered 
(as also in Jer. xiv. 12; xxi. 7) by the Greek 
term for “death:” see on ch. ii. 23; xviii. 8. 
In popular living Greek rà 6avarióv is the 
ordinary term for the plague—see Moulton's 
ed. of Winer, p. 3o. (Note,—the word “ pes- 
tilences” (Xowiot) of the Textus Receptus in 
Matt. xxiv. 7 is not genuine). 

and by the wild beasts of the earth.] (Cf. 
Mark i. 13; Lev. xxvi. 22; Deut. vii. 22; 
2 Kings xvii. 25). A different prep. (rö) is 
now used:—“ wild beasts" are themselves 
agents, and this judgment is independent of 
the other three. Volkmar suggests the beasts 
in the Roman amphitheatre. Words. sees in 
this term used with the article (Onpiov, “a 
wild beast,” occurs for the first time in this 
place) a reference by anticipation, as in ch. xi. 7, 
to the Beast from the Abyss-—this Seal fore- 
shadowing the sufferings of the Church * from 
the various workings of the Evil One.” In 





Matt. xxiv. 7, instead of “beasts” we find 
“ earthquakes,’ which occur under the sixth 
Seal, in ver. 12. 

According to Bishop Newton, “ This period 
commenceth with Maximin” (A.D. 235). 

The first four Seals have now been opened. 
They announce, I. Christianity—“ conquering, 
and to conquer?" and then, IL. War; Il. 
Scarcity; IV. Death. We have here a ful- 
filment of the Lord’s.words in Matt. x. 34; 
xxiv. 6, 7. The Rider upon each horse 
personifies what is announced on the opening 
of each Seal. This feature of the Vision is 
common to all the first four Seals, as well as 
the accompanying voice of one of the Four 
Living Beings who, taken together, .sym- 
bolize living Creation ; and through whom 
Creation, “groaning and travailing in pain , 
together until now” (Rom. viii. 22), pre- 
pares for Christ's coming. ‘This prepara- 
tion extends throughout the whole course 
of the Church's history. The Church is 
ever *militant on earth;" she must never 
cease labouring *that she may conquer" 
(iva nikon), ver. 2. If this be so, the fulfil- 
ment of these four Seal Visions is not to be 
looked for in any series of successive events, 
past, present, or future; although each of 
them may be applicable, at different periods 
of history, to particular events, and may 
admit of recurring fulfilments. On the 
whole, Ezek. xiv. the proclamation of God's 
judgments on the Ancient Church should be 
studied here. 


THE Last THREE SEALS (9—uiii. 1). 
The Fifth Seal (9—11). 


9. And when he opened the fifth seal,| In 
this first of the second group of Visions all 
is changed. We are here reminded of those 
who during the long conflict of the Church 
have suffered for Christ. The incidents re- 
vealed in the Visions of the first group pre- 
pare for the consummation, still remote, of all 
things. ‘The opening of the fifth Seal, its 
Vision having for its object to restrain the too 
ardent hopes of believers, is not accompanied 
by any special incident ; although the martyrs’ 
cry for vengeance recalls the memory of the 
Lord’s prediction, Matt. xxiv. 9, to which 
this Seal corresponds. ‘This Vision, in short, 
is not a continuation of, nor does it resemble 
the preceding four:—it points onward to the 
great theme of the Apocalypse, the Lord's 
Coming; it adds to the groans of Creation 
the sighs of the martyred Saints. 


I saw under the altar] The imagery is 


Y. Io—11.] 


the word of God, and for the testi- 
mony which they held : 

IO And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
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holy and true, dost thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth ? 

II And white robes were given 





taken from the Temple-service. “The Bra- 
sen Altar” (Ex. xxxix. 39)—called “the Altar 
of burnt-offering " in Ex. xl. 29)—stood ,“ at 
the door of the Tabernacle; and “at 
the bottom” of this Altar “all the blood” of 
the victim was poured, Lev. iv. 7 ; viii. 15 (cf. 
the words * s/ain” in this verse, and “ blood” 
in ver. 10). ‘This was called by preeminence 
“the Altar” (cf. Havernick on Ezek. xliii. 13, 
&c.). The souls of the martyrs correspond to 
the blood of the sacrifice poured out beneath 
the Altar, for “the blood thereof is the life 
thereof” (Gen. ix. 4; Lev. xvii. 14). The same 
image is used by St. Paul—cf. Phil. ii. 17; 
2 Tim. iv. 6 (see St. Ignat. ad Rom.,c.ii.). The 
Seer beholds the “ souls” of departed saints— 
of those whose bodies had been “ slain” on 
earth—see ch. xx. 4; Matt. x. 28. Conscious 
of the past, praying for the Coming of Christ, 
they measure the lapse of time—* Lord, How 
long?" Cf. also the patristic references given 
by Words. iz loc. (For rokáro see on ch. v. 3). 

De Wette and Bleek understand here the 
Golden Altar of incense in the Holy Place 
before the Veil (Ex. xxx. 6—9) ; and that what is 
now symbolized is the hearing of the martyrs’ 
prayer—see ch. v. 8; viii. 3. This is quite 
unsatisfactory. Alf. says vaguely,“ az altar 
of sacrifice.” : 

According to Bossuet, the Altar is Christ 
—see Col. iir.-3, 4. 

It may be noted that mention ofan “ Altar” 
is for the first time introduced here. As St. 
John is describing the Vision introduced in 
ch. iv, where he beheld the worship in 
Heaven, it is natural to find among his sym- 
bolic images the adjunct of that worship’s 
earthly counterpart (Heb. viii. 5; xiii. ro). 

thesouls| “The souls” only,—for ‘the Resur- 
rection of the Dead’ has not yet come to 
pass: cf. ch. xx. 4. 


of them that had been slain for the word 
of God,| Or on account of, because of, 
by reason of (ôd with an accus.). Cf ch. 
i. 9; John iv. 41. 

and for tbe testimony which they held:] 
Except in St. John’s writings—e.g. John v. 
36; 1 John v. ro—this form of expression is 
found only in 1 Tim. iii. 7. The meaning is 
either “the testimony” of Jesus, borne by 
Him (see on ch. i. 2) and which they had re- 
ceived from Him who is “ the faithful Wit- 
ness” (ch. i. 5),—the testimony which was 
committed to them to bear; or, objectively, 
“the testimony concerning” Jesus, as in Acts 
xxii, 18, and in bearing which they had shed 


New Test—Vot, IV, 





their blood (so Ewald, De Wette, Alf.) :—see - 
ver. ro. In fact, as in ch. i. 2, 9, we may 
understand the phrase either subjectively, or 
objectively—see on ch. xi. 3, and cf. ch. xii. 
11,17; xix. 10; XX. 4. The words, “which 
they held,” do not mean “which they held 
fast? (“quam firmiter tuebantur,"— Ewald) ; 
but *which they had received from the faith- 
ful Witness, and which they continued to 
hold?—cf. John xiv. 21. (B reads, “the 
testimony of the Lamb”), 


10. and they cried with a great woice,] 
I. e., “the souls? it is quite needless (with 
Hengst. and Düsterd.) to regard “ the slain” 
as the nom. agreeing with Aéyovres,—cf. ch. 
iv. 8. Züllig observes that the thought ex- 
pressed in Gen. iv. 1o is here dramatized. 


saying, How long,| Cf. Zech. i. 12; and 
see on ver. 2. On ‘‘ the delay of the Divine 
justice” see on ch. i. 3; cf. Ps. Ixxiv, 19; 
Ixxxiii. 1; Luke xviii. 7, 8. 

The answer is given by “the Angel of 
the avaters,"—see ch. xvi. 5—7. 

O Lord, Gr. “O Master” (6 Aeomórys), 
—a title found only here in the Apocalypse; 
the correlative of "servant," see ver. 11: cf. 
Luke ii. 29; r Tim.vi. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 18. 

the Poly and true] See on ch. iii. 7: 
not “ subjective truthfulness” (Vitr., Bengel, 
Hengst., &c.) ;—cf. ch. xxi. 5; xxii. 6. 

dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on] 
Gr. “exact vengeance from.” For the 
prep. (ek—see vv. 77) cf. ch. xviii. 20; xix. 2: 
see the different prep., dzó, Luke xviii. 3. 

them that dwell on the eartb?] TIe., the 
world,” “all people,” in contrast to the ser- 
vants of God :—ch. iii. 10; viii. 15 ; xiii. 8, 14: 
cf. John xvii. 14; Matt. xxiv. 9. The prayer 
of the martyrs, accumulating from age to age, 
has for its sole object *the honour of holiness 
and the truth of their Lord” (Bengel); cf. 
on ver. 16:—it but expresses by anticipation 
that longing of the whole Church which is at 
length uttered in ch. xxii. 17, 20. 

I. Williams would here understand the 
souls of the Old Testament Saints (Matt. 
Xxiil'35) who are waiting, as stated in Heb. 
xi. 39, 40, for “the promises: and this be- 
cause it is not said that these martyrs had 
died “for the testimony of Jesus,” as it is 
said in ch. xx. 4; because, too, this cry for 
vengeance is not in the spirit of the Gospel. 

Renan finds here and elsewhere “ the echo 
of the persecution of Nero,” from which, as he 
asserts, the Apocalypse has directly resulted 
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unto every one of them; and it was 
said unto them, that they should 
rest yet for a little season, until their 
fellowservants also and their brethren, 


(l. c, p. 167). He refers, however, to the 
cruelties of Domitian (p. 173) which might 
possibly suit these “allusions ;” but this would 
not square with his theory as to Antichrist. 


11. And there was given them to 
each one a white robe;] (See vv. //.). As 
in ch. iii, 4, 5; vii. 14 — the symbol of the 
“righteous acts of the saints,” ch. xix. 8 (cf. 
Zech. iii. 4). Even before the great consum- 
mation, the martyrs have a foretaste of heaven. 
According to Bossuet, the “ «vhbite robe” is 
the glory of holy souls awaiting the Resur- 
rection. 

On the colour “ white,” see on ch. i. 14. 


that they should rest] In heavenly peace, 
as implied in ch. xiv. 13; cf. Dan. xii. 13. 

Bengel and De Wette explain— cease from 
their cry, as uttered in ver. Io.’ 


yet for a little time,] Cf. ch. ii. 21. This 
interval (ypdvos not kawós,—see on ch. i, 3) 
comes to anend at ch, x. 6. 

Bengel makes this “Chronus” (or 11115 
years, see Introd. § 11, (b), IV.) to extend from 
the persecution of Christianity under Trajan 
to that of the Waldenses,—viz. from A.D. 98 
to A.D. 1209. I. Williams suggests that this 
period may extend till the end of the “ Thou- 
sand Years,"—ch. xx. 5. 

until The answer to the “ How Jong?" 
in ver. 10. See vv. //. 


both their fellow-servants, and their 
brethren which should be killed even as they 
avere] ‘Two classes are denoted, the “ fellow 
servants” of the martyrs—i. e., the company of 
the faithful; and also “their brethren” who 
should like them be put to death. The A. V. 
seems to imply but ove class,—the same body 
of the faithful who are “ fellow servants” in 
relation to the * Master” (ver. 10); and “ bre- 
thren” as belonging to the communion of 
believers: so De Wette, Hengst., Diisterd., 
Alf, The former sense seems to be more in 
accordance with the text,—see on ch. xx. 4. 

Bengel writes, “The first martyrs were 
chiefly from Israel; their ‘fellow servants’ 
were inafter times from the heathen ; and their 
‘brethren’ from Israel.” 


should be fulfilled] See vv. Il. Le, 
“completed in number”—cf. Luke xxi. 
24; Col. ii, ro; or, adopting the reading 
of N, B, P, 1 (zAgpóccocw), “shall have 
fulfilled [their oourse]." 

According to Bossuet, ch. vii. explains the 
cause of the delay here spoken of, and how 
the number of the elect is to be accomplished. 
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that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled. 


12 And I beheld when he had 
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there 





“The era of martyrs” under Diocletian 
[A.D. 303 ].—Bishop Newton. 


THE SIXTH SEAL (12-17) 


12, And I saw when he opened the 
sixth sea], Ch. xvi. 17-21 presents many 
features parallel to the following description. 
This Seal brings us to the very eve of the 
final catastrophe. As vv. 3-8 depict the signs 
which prepare for the Lord’s coming,—see 
Matt. xxiv. 6, &c.; and as the fifth Seal corre- 
sponds to Matt. xxiv. 9, so here the imagery 
of Matt. xxiv. 29 (with the “ earthquakes” 
in ver. 7), is taken up:—cf. vv. 16, 17, 
with Matt. xxiv. 3o, &c.; Luke xxiii. 30. 
The most striking features of earlier pro- 
phecy are also combined here—Isai. TET (Oe 
xxxiv. 4; 1.3; Ezek. xxxii. 7,8; Hos. x. 8; 
Joel ii. 30; Nah. i. 6: so the ancient, and 
many modern expositors. This, indeed, 
seems to be the obviously just interpretation ; 
and yet there is no prediction as to which 
commentators are less unanimous. (1) So 
early as the time of Andreas (/. c, p. 34) 
some, adopting the “ Preterist " system, inter- 
pret the sixth Seal of the siege of Jerusalem by ` 
Titus; thus Grotius and others. To the same 
effect, the rationalistic school interpret this 
Seal as proving that the different predic- 
tions do not refer to the future at all; but 
merely describe the events before, or during 
the lifetime of St. John. Every thing, they 
argue, represented by the first six Seals, is to 
be found in the historical records of the 
period extending from the appearance of 
Jesus Christ to the composition of the 
Apocalypse, ie, on this system, down to 
A.D. 68, viz. Messiah coming forth to exercise 
spiritual rule over the nations;—then, war, 
pestilence, famine, as the annals of the Empire 
show ;—then, Nero's persecution ;—then, the 
earthquakes and natural convulsions of the 
period: see Krenkel, Der Ap. Jobannes, S. 67. 
Mr. Maurice sees in this Seal “the shaking and 
downfall of heavenly powers ;” asking “ What 
can these powers be? Are they not the de- 
mons of the old mythology ? "—4 c., p. 113. 

(2) Several modern writers, on the “ His- 
torical” principle of interpretation, refer the 
sixth Seal to the triumph of the Church in 
Cent. iv., after the great persecutions. Thus 
Elliott—who sees here the fall of Pagan Rome 
dating from the Edict of Toleration (A.D. 
311)—writes: “ This Vision surely betokened 
some sudden and extraordinary revolution in 
the Roman Empire” (/. c., i. p. 223). 





« 34: 4. 


v. 13—16.] 


was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as blood ; 

I3 And the stars of heaven fell 


unto the earth, even as a fig tree 


Or, green casteth her 'untimely figs, when she 


is shaken of a mighty wind. 
14 “And the heaven departed as 
a scroll when it is rolled together; 
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and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and 
the great men, and the rich men, and 
the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every 
free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains ; 


$ | 7 
16 ^ And said to the mountains and nare 23. 








(3) On the “Futurist” system, the sixth 
Seal is “one of the clearest and most magni- 
ficent descriptions of the Day of Judgment 
which is to be found in the Bible."— J. H. 
Todd, 4. c., p. 106, &c. 

It is to be borne in mind that, on any sys- 
tem, what is described in vv. 12-17—as in the 
case of the preceding five Seals—is all the 
subject of a Vision, and does not represent 
actual objective events. 


and there was a great earthquake;| (Omit 
“lo? see vv. Il). le, an earthquake took 
place—“came to pass:” cf. Isai. xiii. 13; 
Hagg. ii. 6; Heb. xii. 26. The vengeance 
prayed for under the fifth Seal has come. 


as sackcloth of bair,| Cf. Isai. 1. 3. 


and the whole moon] (See vv. J). Cf. 
Joeli. 31. Living Creation was the theme of 
the first four Seal-Visions ; the fifth introduces 
the prayers of the martyred saints until the 
Lord should come; the sixth now records 
the convulsions of material nature on the eve 
of His appearing. 


13. and the stars of the heaven fell unto 
the earth,| Compare Matt. xxiv. 29; Luke 
XXi 25-27. “Stars” being the symbol of 
rulers (Num. xxiv. 17; Isai. xiv. 12), Hengst. 
sees the immediate fulfilment of this predic- 
tion in the overthrow of the possessor of the 
old Roman power, * the bright morning Star,’ 
when the Apoc. was written. “ The heaven,” 
he writes, “is the princes’ heaven, the entire 
order of kings and nobles. ‘The stars are in- 
dividual princes and nobles.” . . . “ Julian's 
exclamation, ‘Thou hast conquered, O Gali- 
lean,’ was a fulfilment of our Prophecy.” 

as afig tree casteth her unripe figs,| Cf. 
Nah. ii. r2. Either the winter fig which 
seldom ripens ; or the “ untimely” fig of spring 
—a sense which the parallel of Matt. xxiv. 
32 suggests. 

when she is shaken, of a great avind.] In 
vv. 12-14 Hengst. again notices the enum- 
eration by sevens. 


14. And the heaven was removed as a 


scroll when it is rolled up;] ““Serall,” or 
“ book” as in ch. i. 11, Isai. xxxiv. 4 supplies 
the imagery of this passage. The stars 


having fallen, the firmament (Gen. i. r4) 
"stretched out as a curtain" (Isai. xl. 22; 
Psalm civ. 2) disappears as “a scroll when 
it is rolled up? See vv. ll. (1 reads ó obp). 
As “the sea,’ observes Hengst., denotes 
the nations generally (cf. ch. xvii. 15), it is 
but an extension of this figure to describe 
kingdoms as islands and mountains: see ch. 
xvi. 20. Or the words may simply signify that 
the foundations of the earth are subverted— 
that there is a perfect and complete cata- 
strophe in all the realm of inanimate Creation. 


15. And the kings of the earth,| As in ch. 
xix. 18, we have here not only a reference to 
the inhabitants of the earth generally(as at ver. 
ro, and Matt. xxv. 32), but an enumeration 
also of social and other distinctions :—K ing and 
slave alike flee “ from the wrath of theLamb.” 

The “ Kings,’ writes Bishop Newton, are 
the Emperors * Maximian, Galerius, Maxi- 
min, Maxentius, Licinius [A.D. 304-324], 
&c.”:—that is (as Dr. S. R. Maitland com- 
ments on this class of interpretations in his 
Second Enquiry, p. 152), literal ings “on a 
symbolical earth, with figurative mountains 
and islands, under a symbolical heaven with 
a figurative sun, moon, and stars, and suffering 
from a figurative earthquake." 

and the prinoes,] Düsterd. observes that 
this term (oi pey:ordves, found in the 
N. T. only here, in ch. xviii. 23, and in 
Mark vi. 21, and which belongs to later 
Greek) is used to denote statesmen and 
courtiers, as distinguished from military com- 
manders. 

and tbe chief captains, and the rich, 
and the mighty,] (See vv. JL) “ Chief 
captains” or * military tribunes? (yiAiapxor). 
By “the mighty” are meant those possessed 
of physical strength,—cf. ch. x. 1; Ps. xxxiii. 
16 (LXX.). 

and every bondman and freeman,] See 
vv. Il. 

in the caves] Cf John xi. 38; and for 
the imagery, Isai. ii. 19. As in vv. 12-14, 
Hengst. calls attention to the sevenfold enu- 
meration in this verse also. 


16, and they say to the mountains and 
to the rocks,] On this verse, cf. Hos. x. 8. 
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rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
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17 For the great day of his wrath 
is come; and who shall be able to 
stand ? 
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Fall upon us,] -See Luke xxiii. 30. 


the wrath of tbe Lamb:] See on ch. xxi. 8. 
We find “ wrath” asa Divine attribute in ch. 
xi 18; xiv. 10; xvi. 19; xix. 15 (here ópyfj: 
in ch. xiv. 10, 19; Xv. 1,7 ; xvi. 1, the Divine 
“ indignation” is Qvpós) ; but it is “wrath” 
against the godless world, and therefore 
love, grace, and mercy, towards God's ser- 
vants. Without its exercise His servants 
must feel doubtful of His favour, and must 
despair of His protection,—cf. vv. 9, 10; 
Cho xix 2. 


17. for tbe great day of their wrath] (See 
vv. ll). - Gr. “The Day, the great [Day ]," 
—the two articles rendering the phrase em- 
phatic, and fixing the meaning, *the Day 
of Judgment,” cf. Isai. xlii. 4; Joel i. 15; 
ii. 2. “It is the expression of that presenti- 
ment of the end of the world, which in the 
great catastrophes of Nature seizes upon 
men" (Godet). 


and who is able to stand?] See Nah. i. 6; 
Mal. iii. 2. This question the Seer next 
applies himself to answer. The natural 
judgments which accompany throughout all 
time the struggle of the Church with the un- 
believing world,—judgments from which the 
faithful are not exempt,—are the subject of 
the first four Seals, From the fifth Seal we 
derive lessons of fortitude and patience during 
the Church’s trials, while she awaits her 
Lord’s Coming, until the time predicted in 


Matt. xxiv. 31 shall arrive. The supernatural 
judgments by which that time is to be 
ushered in are the subject of the sixth Seal: 
but before these latter judgments fall, before 
earth and sea are subjected to them, the 
servants of God are sealed on their foreheads 
(ch. vii. 3), and thus rescued from the tribu- 
lation to come upon the earth. This inter- 
vening action (similar to that described in ch. 
x. I—xi. 143 ch. xvi. 13-16) is the theme of 
ch. vii.; and separates the sixth Seal, which 
closes here, from the seventh in ch. viii. 1. 

Vitringa sets aside this symmetrical ar- 
rangement, common to the Seals, Trumpets, 
and Vials, by making the Vision of the sixth 
Seal consist of three scenes, viz. ch. vi. 12—17 ; 
ch. vii. 1-8; ch. vii. 9717. Godet takes a// the 
first six Seals to represent, each of them, not a 
particular event, but “the categories of the 
principal judgments by which God supports, 
throughout all time, the preaching of the 
Gospel” (Matt. xxiv. 6, 7); “ disciplinary 
measures," in short, which the tableau of the 
Seals exhibits,—a tableau which is applicable 
to every period of the history of the Church, 
that can be called preparatory: “ The first 
Seal denotes a// the preachings of the Gospel; 
—the second, al the wars;—the third, all 
the famines ;—the fourth, al the contagious 
maladies ;—the fifth, a// the persecutions ;— 
the sixth, a// the earthquakes which the earth 
has seen, or will see, until the last scene for 
which the Trumpets must give the signal."— 
Leap. 50. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. VI. 


NOTE A—THE SEAL-VISIONS. 


It is not without importance to bear in 
mind, as the chief Visions of the Apocalypse 
come before us, the methods of exposition 
adopted by the early writers of the Church, 
either where they comment directly on the 
Book, or where they refer generally to its 
words. It willalso be useful to add to the 
notes on the text some further illustration of 
the systems followed by modern expositors. 
No attempt, however, will be made to give 
an exhaustive history of Apocalyptic inter- 
pretation. 

ST. IRENÆUS (A.D. 180) seems to have been 
the earliest expositor of the Seal-Visions. 
He understands the “Sealed Book” (“ pater- 
num librum”) to contain those things of 


which Christ said: “All things are, delivered 
unto me, of my Father" (Matt. xi. 27).— 
Adv. Her. iv. 20, p. 253. Irenæus inter- 
prets the first Seal to signify Christ Himself, 
of whom Jacob struggling and conquering 
(Gen. xxv. 22) was the type, and of whom 
* Joannes in Apocalypsi ait, ‘Exivit vincens, 
ut vinceret ’” (75., c. 21, p. 258). 
TERTULLIAN (circ. A.D. 200), having 
casually alluded to the Red and Pale Horses 
(vv. 4, 8), limits his exposition to the fifth 
Seal, which is occupied, he thinks, with the 
period extending tothe universal Resurrection: 
*In Apocalypsi Joannis ordo temporum 
sternitur, quem martyrum quoque anime 
sub altari sustinere didicerunt? (De Resurr. 
C. 25);—“ Quomodo Joanni in Spiritu paradisi 
regio revelata, que subjicitur altari, nullas, 
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alias animas apud se preter martyrum 
ostendit? " (De Anim., c. 55) ;—" Martyrum 
animz placidum quiescunt. . . . Nam et 
rursus innumera multitudo albati et. palmis 
victoriz insignes revelantur; scilicet de Anti- 
christo triumphantes, sicut unus ex Presby- 
teris ‘Hi sunt, ait, ‘qui veniunt, dsc.” (ch. 
vil. 14),—Scorpiace, c. 12.1 

ANONYMUS ad Novatianum (circ. A.D. 255, 
ap. Galland. t. iii. p. 3»5)—the first writer 
who notices the sixth Seal—commenting 
upon the “Little Horn" of Dan. vii. 8 
observes: * Joannes autem manifestius et de 
die judicii et consummatione seculi declarat, 
dicens, ‘Et cum aperuisset Sigillum sextum, 
cece 

VICTORINUS (circ. A.D. 290), in expounding 
the Seal-Visions, adopts the primitive clavis 
Apocalyptica: * Ait enim Dominus in Evan- 
gelio.” ‘The first six Seals present a pictorial 
illustration ot the Lord's prophetic words in 
Matt. xxiv. Victorinus (ap. Galland. t. ii. p. 
57) explains the opening of the Seals to be 
the opening of the Old Testament, and a 
prediction concerning those who are to 
preach in the latter times. In the first Seal 
the Rider on the White Horse, crowned and 
bearing a bow, is sent to preach the word— 
his sayings being like arrows, and his crown 
that which is promised to preachers by the 
Holy Spirit. The next three Seals are the 
wars, famines and pestilences (“bella, fames, 
pestis,") foretold in Matt. xxiv.—the third 
Seal extending to the times of Antichrist, 
* quando magna fames est ventura, quandoque 
omnes ledentur." In the fifth Seal, the souls 
are seen under the Altar; and as the Golden 
Altar signifies heaven, so the Brazen Altar 
here signifies the earth, “sub qua est infernus, 
remota à ponis et ignibus regio, et requies 
sanctorum" (72)? 

ANDREAS explains the Seals thus:—(i) The 
Apostolic age, and the triumph over Satan in 


1 Mr. C. Maitland (Z c., p. 164) observes that 
**this passage contains the earliest identifica- 
tion of the fifth-Seal-martyrs with those who 
suffer under Antichrist.” Mr. Elliott, on the 
other hand, considers that the two classes are 
here expressly distinguished. 

2 Up to this point, observes Dr. Todd (Ze. 
on the Apoc. p. 276), *'the interpretation given 
by our author of the first five Seals is evidently 
a remnant of the ancient literalexposition. And 
it is remarkable that where the figurative inter- 
pretation begins the corruption of the text of 
this commentary becomes manifest. At the 
sixth Seal the figurative; interpretation begins :" 
the ** great earthquake " is the last persecution, 
—the moon becoming blood denotes the pouring 
forth by the Church of her blood for Christ, 
&c. &c. Dr. Todd, however, is not correct 
in placing the beginning of the *'figurative "' 
interpretation at the sixth Seal. Not to speak 
of what Victorinus says on the first Seal, he 


the conversion of the Gentiles ;—(ii) The age 
next after the Apostolic, noted for the 
martyrdom of the Saints, Matt. x. 34 ;—(iii) 
The mourning over those who fall away, and 
who are to be tried in the balance of Divine 
justice; the oil and wine denoting the healing 
of such by Christ, Luke x. 34;—(iv) The 
results of the persecution under Maximin 
(Euseb., H. E. ix. 8) ;—(v) The Martyrs’ cry 
for vengeance ;—(vi) A transition to the days 
of Antichrist; or (observes Andreas), as some 
hold, the seige of Jerusalem under Vespasian; 
—(vii) The seventh Seal (Rev. viii. 1) con- 
tains the Trumpets; and the opening of that 
Seal signifies the dissolution of all earthly 
rule, which the Seven "Trumpet-Angels 
effect by plagues of chastisement and punish- 
ment. 

The commentaries of "TICHONIUS ! (circ. 
A.D. 380), and PRIMASIUS (circ. A.D. 553) 
are in many respects founded on the same 
principles. Both writers see in the first Seal, 
Christ and His Church proceeding to victory ; 
and both, after Victorinus, regard the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th as signifying della, fames, pestis. 
The fifth Seal denotes martyrdom generally. 
The sixth they refer to the last persecution. 


writes on the third: ** Vinum et oleum ne 
Zeseris, id est, hominem spiritualem ne plagis 
percusseris ” (z2.). 

1 The commentary of Tichonius is: quoted 
both in the usual commentaries on the Ápoca- 
lypse, and in the critical editions of the text— 
to give an instance taken at random, see Tisch- 
endorf's notes on Rev. xxi. in his 8th ed. 

The African grammarian Tichonius was a 
Donatist (Neander, Azrchengesch., i. 527 ; Ro- 
bertson, ist. of the Church, i. p. 416, 3rd 
ed.); and among his writings Cave reckons 
his *' Comment. in Afocalysin Johannis, cui 
plurima, inquit Cassiodorus, venenosivsui dog- 
matis feeculenta permiscuit.” It is nearly cer- 
tain that this commentary is no longer extant. 
The opinion of Erasmus in his ed. of St. Augus- 
tine's works (t. ix., Paris, 1541), respecting the 
commentary which is there ascribed to Ticho- 
nius, was that short notes had been collected 
‘a studioso quopiam,’ and afterwards formed 
into Homilies. This commentary is also to be 
found in the ed. of the divines of Louvain 
(O25. St. August. t. ix., App., p. 352, Antv. 
1576), who repeat the opinion that the exposi- 
tion had been compiled ‘a quopiam studioso.’ 
In this same opinion the Benedictines also 
concur (see Off, St. August. t. iii, Antw. 
1700). Cave says that this supposed com- 
mentary consists of fragments taken from the 
expositions of Victorinus, Tichonius, Prima- 
sius, Beda, and others (Ast. Zi, i. p. 294; 
cf. C. Oudin, i. p. 890)." Nic. Zegerus seems 
to have been the first who attributed this com- 
mentary to Tichonius. 

The ‘‘Septem Regule" of Tichonius are 
authentic, and distinct from his commentary on 
the Apocalypse :—see Introd. $ 11, (b), I. 
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BEDA (circ. A.D. 730) understands the Seals 
as disclosing the future fortunes and trials of 
the Church, generally giving two senses— one 
allegorical and one literal.. St. John observes 
the regular order down to the number six, 
and then, omitting the seventh, “ recapitulates” 
“Nunc vero recapitulat ab origine eadem aliter 
dicturus,’ —/. c., Introd. ad cap. viii.). The first 
Seal discloses the glory of the primitive 
Church;—the three following the world’s 
war against her ;—the fifth the glory of those 
triumphed over in the world's war ;—the 
sixth, the times of Antichrist. Then comes a 
4 Recapitulation”;—and then “in septimo 
cernit initium quietis eternz.” 

“Down to the year 1120," writes Mr. Ch. 
Maitland (4. c., p. 315), ^ every writer that had 
handled the Seals had agreed in the meaning 
of the first, sixth, and seventh. ‘The first had 
been taken to mean the Gospel triumph; the 
sixth the precursors of the last judgment ; 
the seventh the ‘beginning of the eternal rest. ^ 
About A.D. 1111, or 1120, Ambrosiaster (or 
Berengaudus) and Rupertus Tuitiensis inter- 
preted the sixth Seal of the destruction of 
Jerusalem [but see, above, the account of An- 
dreas], thus giving an historical application 
to a part of those prophecies which hitherto 
had been applied exclusively to the end.” 

ANSELM of Havelsberg (circ. A.D. 1149) 
extended the allegorico-historical application. 
The Seals represent ^ the seven states " of the 
Church: At first she is white with purity ;— 
then red with martyrdom, down to the age of 
Diocletian ;—she is blackened by heresy from 
Arius to Nestorius and the Manichzans ;— 
and pale with hypocrisy during the remainder 
of the dispensation ;—she is expectant till the 
martyrs’ reward is conferred ;—she is con- 
vulsed under Antichrist :—and at rest in the 
silence of heaven: “ Recte ergo media et non 
integra hora dicitur? [Rev. viii. 1] Dialog., 
lib. i., ap. d’Achery, Spicileg. t. i. p. 166. 


MODERN EXPOSITORS. 
I. Historical. 


MEDE (ob. 1638) considers that the two 
chief prophecies of the Apoc. begin after ch. 
iv. The First embraces the Seals, and the 
'Trumpets included in the seventh Seal; the 
Second, which is that of the “Little Book” 
(ch. x. 8), extends to the end of the Reve- 
lation. Both proceed from the same start- 
ing-point—the former giving the history of 
the Empire; the latter of the Church: and 
both coalesce in the Church triumphant. 
'The Seven Seals accordingly are a syllabus 
of Roman History. We there see (1) the 
Empire in peace after the Jewish war under 
Vespasian;—(2) The Empire under Trajan 
and Aurelian;—(3) The balance of justice 
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under Septimius and Alexander Severus;— 
(4) The evils under Decius, Gallus, and 
Valerian ;—(5) The persecution under Dio- 
cletian;—(6) The overthrow of paganism 
and the changes under Constantine ;—-(7) The 
last Seal, as explained by the Seven Trumpets 
(ch. viii. 6) which unfold its complex import, 
reveals the inroad of the Barbarians, and the 
fall of the Empire. According to this scheme 
the sixth Seal was fulfilled under Constantine ; 
and the same result is adopted by Bishop 
Newton, Daubuz, Lowman, Doddridge, 
Hales, and others. 

VITRINGA (ob. 1722) discerns in the Seals 
(1) The Church in peace from Nerva to 
Decius for 150 years;—(2) Persecutions 
after A.D. 250 ;—(3) The heresies and cala- 
mities from Constantine to Cent. ix.;—(4) 
The Saracenic and Turkish inroads ;—(5) The 
sufferings of the Albigenses and Waldenses, 
and others down to the age of the Reforma- 
tion ;—(6) The fall of the Jewish nation ;—or 
the changes under Constantine ;—or the com- 
motions in Europe in the Reformation period ; 
—or The destruction of Antichrist ;—(7) The 
* half-hour’s silence ” (ch. viii. 1): 7. e., he 
takes the seventh Seal to mean the prolonged 
peace of the Church after the fall of Anti- 
christ; the Trumpets, relating to the Roman 
Empire, being entirely separated from this 
Seal, which predicts the internal history of 
Christianity. 

BENGEL (ob. 1752):—T he first four Seals 
denote the bloom of Imperial power, (1) 
in the East under Trajan; (2) in the West ; 
(3) in the South; (4) in the North, accord- 
ing to the position of the Four Living Beings 
(ch. iv. 6): they relate to what was visible, 
and to time past. The last three Seals relate 
to things invisible :—(5) the righteous dead; 
(6) the unrighteous dead; (7) the Angels. 

G. S. FABER:—The first four Seals are 
identical with Daniel's Four Monarchies, the 
Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, Roman. 
'Fhe fifth Seal represents the persecutions of 
the Church under the Roman Emperors ;—the 
sixth, the Establishment of Christianity under 
Constantine ;—the seventh is left unexplained. 

CUNNINGHAME :—(1) The progress of the 
Gospel from the beginning;—(2) the con- 
flicts of the Church with Arians and Dona- 
tists;—(3) the dark ages of the Papacy ;— 
(4) the Inquisition, and the persecution of 
the Albigenses and Waldenses ;—(5) the 
dawn of the Reformation ;—(6) the French 
Revolution, including events still future ;— 
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(2) The military despotism, commencing with 
Commodus, A.D, 185 ;—(3) Taxation under 
Caracalla’s edict, A.D. 212 ;—(4) God's “ four 
sore judgments” which preceded the fall of 
the Empire, dating from A.D. 248 ;—(5) The 
persecution under Diocletian, A.D. 303;— 
(6) The fall of Pagan Rome dating from the 
edict of toleration, A.D. 311 (Paganism having 
been swept away, ch. vii. represents the 
Church established in its place) ;—(7) With 
ch. viii. 1, begins the short interval between 
the death of Theodosius the Great, A.D. 395, 
and the rising of the barbarian hordes. 
WORDSWORTH. ‘The Seals give a pro- 
phetic view of the successive sufferings of the 
Church from the First Advent of Christ, 
until the End:—(r) Christ comes with the 
Gospel ;—(2) Satan causes Ten persecutions ; 
First, under Nero; Second, under Domitian ; 
Third, under Trajan; Fourth, under Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus ; Fifth, under Septimius 
Severus; Sixth, under Maximinus ; Seventh, 
under Decius; Eighth, under Valerian ; Ninth, 
under Aurelian; Tenth, under Diocletian ; 
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making a period of about 240 years, i.e., 
from A.D. 64 to A.D. 304. This is the 
enumeration of St. Augustine, De Civ. Dei, 
xviii. 52;—(3) The third Seal represents 
not only a season of spiritual scarcity, a 
famine of the Word of God (Amos viii. 11), 
but also Satan “riding forth on the black 
horse of Heresy ;’—(4) The evil is multi- 
form—the Barbarian invasions, A.D. 410- 
455; Mohammedanism, A.D. 622; spiritual 
Dearth, and Death consequent on heresies 
and schisms; the rise of the Papacy, 
Cent. ix. and x.;—(5) St. John sees the 
souls of the martyrs in their rest, ch. xiv. 
13;—(6) “The /ast age of the Church 
and the world;”—(7) In “the half hour’s 
silence” (ch. viii. 1) St. John has a glimpse 
of the future peace of Eternity (ch. xxi.; 
Soi): 

Mr. Tyso’ gives in a tabular form, as fol- 
lows, the results attained by several of the 
* Historical" commentators on the Apoca- 
lypse as to the dates of the opening of the 
several Seals :— 











Seals.| De Lyra. Mede. | R. Fleming.| Daubuz. 
Began  A.D.| A.D A.D. A.D. 
X =. . 
Christianity 33 7o 33 34 
2 Nero srar 117 66 66 
3 Tus. . 211 138 202 
4 Domitian. 237 190 235 
5 Diocletian 270 250 303 
6 Diocletian 364 306 312 
7 Liberius . m ” 325 























Frere. es Thos. Scott. ure Keith. 
A.D. B.C. A.D. A.D. A.D. 
312 657 34 33 |96 (Christianity). 
383 538 100 319 622 (Moham- 
med). 
400 331 138 500 606 (Popery). 
A.D. 
533 30 193 I200 1789 (Infidelity) 
628 31r 270 1552 Persecution. 
1789 313 324 1792 [ve last Catas- 
n Ad 388 3n trophe. 








II. (a) Ordinary ** Preterists” — 
GnorIUS understands by “ the earth,’ in 
the second Seal, the land of Judxa;—the 
dearth, under the third Seal, he takes to 
be the famine which prevailed in the reign 
of Claudius;—the sixth Seal relates to the 
events during the siege of Jerusalem by Titus. 
BossuET (ob. 1704) takes the Rider in 
the first Seal to be Christ, in Whose train 
follow the three agents of the wrath of God 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 13) ;—in the second Seal to be 
War ;—in the third to be Famine;—in the 
fourth to be Pestilence. In the fifth Seal, 
the Altaris Christ (Col. iii. 34). The sixth 
Seal signifies the Divine vengeance— which is 
to fall first on the Jews, and then on the per- 
secuting Empire, but which is deferred until 
the number of the elect from among the 
Jewish people is accomplished. Bossuet 
finds the great Catastrophe of the Apocalypse 
in the conquest of Pagan Rome by Alaric. 
WETSTEIN, who places the date of the 
Apocalypse before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, assumes that the jirst part of the 
Book has respect to Judæa and the Jews; 
and the second to the Roman Empire. The 


* Sealed Book" is the book of divorcement 
sent to the Jewish nation from God ; and the 
Seven Seals are to be interpreted thus: (1) 
The victorious Horseman is Artabanus king 
of the Parthians who slaughtered the Jews in 
Babylon ;—(2) The red horse means the 
assassins and robbers of Judæa in the days of 
Felix and Festus ;—(3) Famine comes under 
Claudius ;—(4) The pestilence which fol- 
lows famine and pillage;—(5) The Chris- 
tians, persecuted in Judæa, are about to be 
avenged ;—(6) Commotions in Judæa, pre- 
paratory to rebellion ;—(7) A brief respite 
— the Silence” (ch. viii. 1)—conceded to the 
entreaties of King Agrippa. 

STUART considers that the “ Sealed Book,” 
comprising chapters vi-xi, symbolizes the 
humiliation of the Jewish persecuting power 
and the triumph of Christianity; and that 
this is the import of the series of symbols 
throughout ch. vi—xi—chapters which de- 
scribe what he calls “ the First Catastrophe ” 
(see on ch. x. 2). 


1 € An Exposition of the Books of Daniel and 
the Revelation," London, 1838. By Jos. Tyso. 
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Isaac WILLIAMS—who may here be 
classed as a * Preterist"—takes “with Vic- 
torinus the discourse on the Mount of Olives 
for the key” to the first six Seals. The 
Vision of ch. v. represents the power given to 
Christ at the Resurrection ; and we have here 
in order an emblematic history of His vic- 
tory on earth from that period. As to the 
writing “on the back,” the first six Seals, em- 
bracing a period of forty years “in which the 
Spirit pleaded with Jerusalem before its 
destruction," describe the Lord's coming in 
judgment on the Holy City, each having, at 
the same time, a hidden sense—the writing 
“within.” “The seventh Seal contains the 
Seven Trumpets within it...the judgments 
and sufferings of the Church."— Joel i. 15 
(LXX). 


(6) Rationalistic * Preterists.” 
‘The exposition of modern Rationalists may 
be represented by Volkmar and Renan :— 


VOLKMAR :—(1) The Book of Judgment 
when its first Seal is opened exhibits the all- 
pervading victory of Messiah, followed by 
“the sorrows” (Matt. xxiv. 8) which in- 
troduce His Kingdom;—(2) The Parthian and 
Arabian wars, with the Jewish war after the 
year 66;—(3) Repeated famine, A.D. 44;— 
(4) Pestilence, A.D. 66;—(5) The martyrs 
at Rome, A.D. 64, are compared to victims 
slain on the Divine Altar (cf. Phil. ii. 17; 
2 Tim. iv. 6; Ignat. ad Rom. ii. 4), their 
blood flowing beneath it (cf. Lev. iv. 7) ;—(6) 
The world-convulsions which, according to 
all prophecy (e. g. Isai. xiii. 10), precede the 
Day of Judgtnent, and which the Seer now 
clearly beholds under the reign of Galba, 
A.D. 68;—(7) The seventh Seal is opened 
amid the notes of the Seven Trumpets which 
announce the Judgment. 

RENAN thus prefaces his conclusion :— The 
rage of the Christians against the Roman 
Empire had led to the belief that the Anti- 
christ Nero was to be judged by Messiah in 
presence of the universe (p. 351), a belief 
which was “the parent of the Apocalypse.” 
According, therefore, to a truly just historical 
conception, the Author of the Apocalypse 
fixes the origin of the Messianic agitation at 
the moment (A.D. 69) when Rome extended 
its Empire to Judæa. Accordingly the Seals 
present (1) The Roman Empire to which, in 
St. John's days, all resistance is vain;—(2) 
War, the revolt of Judæa and the insurrection 
of Vindex;—(3) The scarcity of the year 
68 ;—(4) Death ;—(5) The cry ofthe souls of 
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the martyrs ofthe year 64;—(6) The convul- 
sion of the Universe at the Last Judgment ;— 
(7) The “ Silence” (ch. viii. 1) indicates that 
the first act of the mystery is ended, and that 
another is about to begin (pp. 384-391). 

III. * Futurzsts? :— 

J. H. Topp:—The Lord's Second Coming 
is represented in the Seal Visions under dif- 
ferent aspects:—‘“ Wars and famine, pesti- 
lence and death, are to be the signs; a great 
and fearful persecution of the Church shall 
fulfil the number of the martyrs; and then 
shall the end be? (p. 104). 

DE BuncGH:—"'The Seals have not yet 
been opened. What we have now to expect 
from the opening of the Seals, is the unfold- 
ing, according as they are opened, of the acts 
of Christ when ‘ He takes to Himself His great 
power to reign’—ch. xi. 17” (l. c., p. 150). 


IV. Symbolical. 


STERN:—The Seals denote (1) Chris- 
tianity personified ;—(2) The personification 
of every World-power thirsting for Christian 
blood, and chiefly the Roman Empire ;—(3) 
'The personification of false doctrine ;—(4) 
'The personification of unbelief and utter 
apostasy ;—(5) The prayers uttered by the 
souls of the martyrs;—(6) Commotions in 
Church and State. The falling of the stars 
denotes the faling away of Church rulers 
from the faith ; and the removal of islands and 
mountains symbolizes the overthrow of all 
ecclesiastical and civil order;—(7) The 
Trumpets are introduced by the seventh Seal. 


NOTE B ON VER. 6—ALLEGORICAL INTER- 
PRETATIONS. 

The third Seal has been the subject of ex- 
cessive allegorizing. 

Beda writes:—“ Equus niger falsorum caterva 
est fratrum, qui stateram recte professionis 
habent, sed socios ledunt per opera tene- 
brarum ;”—Vitringa explains the dearth to 
mean spiritual famine (see on ver. 5), “ caritas 
annone spiritalis,” viz. from Constantine to 
Cent. ix. ;—C. a Lapide: The Horse denotes 
heretics like Arius; the Rider the Devil, or 
Heresiarchs; the balance and measure signify 
Scripture; the penny is the merit of faith and 
holiness; wheat is the emblem of the Gospel ; 
barley of the harshness of the Old Law; oil 
and wine are the medicine of our Samaritan, 
Christ ;—N. de Lyra: The black Horse is 
the Roman army under the Rider Titus; 
wheat and barley denote the Jews; oil and 
wine the Christians, 
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CHAP'TER VII. 


3 An angel sealeth the servants of God in their 
Joreheads. 4 The number of them that were 
sealed : of the tribes of Israel a certain num- 
ber. 9 Of all other nations an innumerable 
multitude, which stand before the throne, clad 
in white robes, and palms in their hands. 
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14 Their robes were washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, 


ND after these things I saw 
four angels standing on the 

four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the 





[Ver. 1 om. kaí.—Tro)ro. Ver. 2 dvaBaivovra. Ver. 3 om. 00.—oppayicwpev. Verses 5-8 


eoppayirpévoe is to be read only in the frst and Jast place. 


Ver. 9 meptBeBAnpévous. 


Ver. 10 kpátovat. —rà dep âV TQ Kad. emi rd Opdve. Ver. 11 elornkevoav.—ra mpdcoma. 
Ver. 14 Kópié pov.—éAeik. abràs êv. Ver. 17 (ojs.—ék rev 6p6.—[The words xai e&adetWee 
x. T. À., not found in r, Er. (after the Vulg.) supplied in his 2nd ed. from ch. xxi. 4].] 





CHAP. VII. THE Two EPISODES (1-17). 


"This chapter, by its two episodes commen- 
cing “After this" (ver. 1) and “After 
these things” (ver. 9), separates the first six 
Seals from the seventh (ch. viii. 1); just as 
in the case of the Trumpets there is the 
double interlude in ch. x. 1—xi. 14 ; and in 
the case of the Vials the episode of ch. xvi. 13- 
16. 

Commentators differ as to the connexion 
here :—Vitringa, as we have seen (on ch. vi, 
17), includes ch. vii. under the sixth Seal. 
Ewald connects ch. vii. 9-17 with ch, vi. rr. 
Many (Stern, Hengst, Words. &c.) refer 
more or less to the judgments of all the six 
Seals—especially of the sixth—on the prin- 
ciple of Recapitulation (see the remarks in- 
troductory to ch. viii.). 

Bossuet connects this chapter on the one 
hand with the fifth Seal,— the short time” 
spoken of in ch. vi. 11 being accounted for 
by the Sealing of the elect from among the 
Jews; and on the other hand with ch. viii. 
by comparing ver. 3 (“the earth,” “the sea,” 
“the trees”) with the first two Trumpet 
Visions, ch. viii. 7—9. 

As already observed on ch. vi. (see on vv. 
:8, 17), the language of the Seer does not 
imply that the elect are to be exempt from 
the judgments and trials there specified. The 
Seven Epistles (ch. ii.; iii.) promise no such 
immunity during the period of the Church’s 
warfare. The contrary is predicted by our 
Lord in Matt. xxiv. 20-29; and the same 
follows from ver. 14 below. Assuming, on 
the other hand, that the Sealing of the 
elect does signify preservation from tem- 
poral calamities and physical suffering, many 
others (Mede, Bengel, De Wette, Ebrard, 
Ziillig, Diisterd., Alf.) connect this chapter 
with the seventh Seal, under which the 
final judgment is to be looked for. Ac- 
cepting any of these results, the seventh 
chapter, by its two episodes—the Sealing the 
servants of God who are of Israel (ver. 4), 
and the assembling of the great multitude 


who are of all nations (ver. 9)—gives the an- 
swer to the question of ch. vi. 17 : “ And who 
is able to stand?" ‘The time set forth in 
Matt. xxiv. 3o has arrived; but the Angels 
must first gather together “the elect from the 
four winds” of heaven (ver. 31). To the 
faithful of all times, oppressed by the thought 
of the coming judgment, the consolation is 
held out—(1) In vv. 1-8 that God's protec- 
tion will be over those who shall be exposed 
to the approaching Trial, whether we un- 
derstand by it the ¢ria/s which the Church 
has had from the beginning to encounter 
under the first six Seals, or those still future 
under the seventh Seal; and (2) In vw, 9-17 
that the celestial glory is reserved as their 
reward. 5 dn 

'The result then seems clearly to: 
by the Sealing of the servants of God no one © 
definite act, to be performed'at some one 
definite point of time, is intended ; but that this 
entire Vision represents a continual process 
of preservation under the trials and afllictions 
of'all times, down to the end. 

As the Vision of God's throne (ch. iv.) 
precedes the Seals, so here the Vision of the 
Blessed precedes the Trumpets (ch. viii. 7, 
&c.) with their warnings of judgment and 
of woe. ^ 

Compare the parallels supplied by Ex. xii. 
7,13; Ezek. ix. 4-6. 





THE SEALING OF ISRAEL (1-8). 


1. After this] (Omit And—see vv. IL) : 
I.e., after the Vision of the sixth Seal. The 
Vision of the Sealed, according to Mede, is, 
given twice,—here, in order to denote those 
who are to be preserved under the calamities 
denounced by the Trumpets; and again, in ch. 
xiv., to encourage those who retain their faith 
after the Beast has appeared, and when the rest 
of mankind have worshipped him. Hengst. 
and others, as stated above, place the events 
described in this Vision before or during the 
Seal-Visions, or, at least, before the close of 
the sixth Seal. 
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wind should not blow on the earth, 
nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
2. And I saw another angel ascend- 
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Iv... 


ing from the east, having the seal of 
the living God : and he cried with a 


loud voice to the four angels, to 
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I saw four angels] Perhaps * Angels of the 
winds’—see Dan. vii. 2; Zech. vi. 5; or, 
generally, four “ ministering spirits " to whom 
the office here described is given, cf. ver. 2; 
ch. viii. 2; xv. 1. So Düsterd., who notes: 
“Neither ‘evil angels’ (dret., Zeger, Laun., 
Calov., Beng., Rinck, and others); nor ‘the 
Angels of the winds’ after the analogy of the 
* Angels of the waters’ in ch. xvi. 5, cf. ch. xiv. 
18 (Alcas., C. à Lap., Stern, Heinr., Züll., De 
Wette)." 


standing upon tbe four corners of the earth, | 
Ie., the points from which the four winds 
proceed—cf. Jer. xlix. 36; Matt. xxiv. 31. 
Four is also the signature of the earth—see 
Introd. § 11, (a). The phrase includes the 
whole region that lies within them, ż. e., the 
whole earth even to its “four corners "— 
see Isa. xi. 12: cf. ch. xx. 8. 


holding the four winds of tbe eartb,] ‘The 
interpretation of ch. vii. being symbolical, the 
meaning of this verse is that the Divine 
iudgments of the first six Seals —of which “ the 
four winds” are now the emblem—are, from 
age to age of the Church’s history, to be so 
regulated that God's elect shall be safely car- 
ried through their spiritual trials, although 
exposed like mankind in general to the cala- 
mities which are to come upon the earth. 

According to the sense given to the “winds,” 
whether literal or symbolical, we must also 
understand, argues Diisterd., “ the earth,” 
“ the sea,” “the trees ;? and he takes the sense 
to be Jiteral storm-winds which shall desolate 
the entire earth,—an outburst, after the signs 
of the sixth Seal, of still greater calamities held 
back until after the Sealing of the servants of 
God, but which are immediately to precede 
the actual entrance of*the final catastrophe. 
Mede takes the “ winds” in a figurative sense, 
as denoting wars and calamities which, like 
tempests, may come from any quarter of the 
earth. Hengst. notes that “the four winds of 
the earth” are in Scripture the symbol of 
the Divine judgments (here, those announced 
in ch. vi.):—he takes “the sea” to be the 
symbol of the nations and peoples, and “the 
trees” to signify the kings and great men, 
ch. vi. 15. Thus Words. also: The Angels are 
to restrain the winds, or blasts of destruction, 
from blowing on the earth, i.e. on earthly 
powers. opposed to those of" heaven ;—from 
blowing on the sea, the emblem of nations in 
agitation ;—from hurting the zrees, the great 
and powerful ones of the world: God’s de- 
sign in this world is the preservation and 
beatification of His servants and the punish- 


ment of the opposing powers of this world, 
here represented by the earth, sea, and trees, is 
subordinate;—not directly designed by Him, 
but consequent on their sins, cf. Matt. xxiv. 40. 
According to Bengel, “the earth” is Asia; 
“the sea,” Europe; “ the trees” Africa. Gro- 
lius takes “the earth” to be Judza;—" the 
winds” any calamity ;—“ the sea” a great 
people, such as that of Jerusalem ;—“ the trees 2 
imply what is formed from trees, such as 
cities, or the Temple ;—and on the whole, the 
peaceful rule under King Agrippa is meant. 


that no wind should blow on the earth, or 
on the sea, or upon any tree.) (X, P, 1 read 
nav, as in ch. ix. 4; xxi. 27; B, C read ri; 
A reads “on a tree"—émi 0évüpov). Land 
and sea include the surface of the earth ; the 
trees are the objects most exposed to storms. 


2. another angel] Also indefinite: one 
contrasted with the other four (ver. 1), and 
on whom they minister,— cf. ch. viii. 3; X. 15 
xiv. 6,8, 17. Not necessarily “an Archangel” 
(Stern); nor can it be Christ (Hengst.), or 
the Holy Ghost (Vitr.)—see the words, “ of 
our God? ver. 3. Referring to the epithet “the 
day-spring ” (avarodn), in Luke i. 78, Words. 
understands by this “ Angel,” if not “ Christ 
himself,” “a special messenger from Christ.” 
Victorinus takes this Angel to be the prophet 
Elijah, who is to anticipate the times of the 
Antichrist, and restore and give peace to the 
Church. 


ascend from the sun-rising,] Cf ch. xvi. 
12. The Angel who brings protection comes 
from that one of the four regions (ver. r) 
whence rises the source of light and blessing 
for the earth :—“ In view of Patmos,” notes 
Stern, “and the lands where the Gospel first 
shone." 


the seal of tbe living God:] Cf. ch. ix. 4. 
Strictly “ a seal,"—although the possessive gen. 
which follows renders the noun detinite. 
Diisterdieck suggests that there may be “ dif- 
ferent seals for different objects,"—the object 
here being to impress this Seal upon the fore- 
heads of the servants of God. By this token 
their faithful continuance in God's service, 
notwithstanding the coming woes, is insured, 
This * Seal" is of an entirely different nature 
from the “mark of the Beast" (ydpayya) in 
chi xii. 16: Xiv: 0» £15 XYI 2 SSOX. E20 S ZEIA 
which denoted servitude to a master. ‘The 
title “‘the living God," means that God as the 
Living One (Jer. x. 10) now gives life. (Note 
that here only we have not the full title, “that 
liveth for ever and ever,’—cf. ch. iv. 9, 10; 
XA 65 XY T). 


HTA] 


whom it was given to hurt the earth 
and the sea, 

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we 
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have sealed the servants of our God 
in their foreheads. 

4 And I heard the number of 
them which were sealed: and there 





and be cried with a great voice] As in 
ch. i. 10; v. 2; vi. 10; &c. 

to whom it avas given to hurt] Gr. “to 
whom it was given unto them” (which does 
not suit the English idiom—see on ch. iii. 8, 
and cf ch. vi 4). That is to those whose 
function it was to set free the four winds, 
and thus cause the ruin. 

Some writers hold that the restraining 
the winds is the cause which “ Aurz;,"— 
Rinck inferring this from the fact that in what 
follows no command is given to set them 
loose ;—Bengel, because the winds, if set free, 
must “cool” the scorching heat of the ap- 
proaching plagues, ch. viii. 7, &c.: but cf. 
ver. 3. 

the earth and the sea,| "The trees specified 
in vv. 1, 3,are here omitted, because they are 
to be understood as belonging to “ the earth ;” 
and hence, from this omission, Diisterd. infers 
that neither the earth, nor the sea or the 
trees are to be understood symbolically. 
Auberlen understands “the earth and the 
sea” to signify the worldly element, as 
opposed to the kingdom of God (p. 245):— 
see on ch. xii. 9, 12. 


3. Saying, Hurt not] By loosing the four 
winds. The act of protection now com- 
manded shields the Church during her war- 
fare with the world; and the final withdrawal 
of this—when the sealing is complete where- 
by the servants of God from age to age are 
marked out (cf. ch. ix. 4), and when the elect 
are at length gathered together—is to be 
followed by the peace of heaven (vv. 16, 17). 

the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,| Cf. 
the judgments of the first two Trumpets— 
see ch. viii, 7-9. 

till we shall have sealed] (See vv. 1). 
“We,” not *I"—; e. this other Angel, and 
the four who minister to him, see on ver. 2. 
The symbolical act of “ Sealing ” signifies that 
God will protect and preserve: see below, 
and on ch. ix. 4. 

the servants of our God] A title, notes 
Bengel, specially belonging to holy men in 
Israel —Gen. l. 17; Deut. xxxii. 36; Isai. lxi. 
6. Cf. ch. xix. ro; xxii. 9. 

Grotius and “ Preterists” generally un- 
derstand the Jewish Christians who fled 
from Jerusalem to Pella, escaping, through 
having been “sealed,” the results of the siege 
and destruction of Jerusalem. 


on their foreheads.| Cf. Ex. xxviii. 36-38. 
The unholy imitation of this Divine Sealing, 





the slave-brand of common life, was on the 
band, or on the forehead, as the most conspi- 
cuous place—see ch. xiii. 16; xiv. 9; xx. 4. 
We here recall the vision in Ezek. ix. 4-6 
(see the note iz /oc.) where “the mark "—as 
the Hebrew text shows—was the letter Tau 
ON) the last of the Hebrew alphabet, and 
of which the old form was that of a cross. 
We are thus reminded of the sign of the 
Cross in holy baptism which has taken the 
place of circumcision, Rom. iv. 11. (Com- 
pare also the reference to baptism as “the 
Seal of the Lord ” [rjv e$payióa rod Kupiov] 
in the affecting narrative of the interview be- 
tween St. John and the youthful convert who 
had become a robber, as told by Clemens Al., 
Quis dives salv., c. 42; Euseb. H. E. iii. 23, 
together with the note of Valesius). The 
“Seal” moreover in this place, although the 
text does not say so, may have contained the 
names of God and of Christ—see ch. iii. 12, 
and also ch. xiv. 1 where the “ Sealed” again 
appear. Renan (/. c., p. 389) observes that 
“the Seal has for its legend, as all the seals 
of kings, the name of Him to whom it be- 
longs, mn», Isai. xliv. 5.” The effect we 
learn at cb. ix. 4; the sealing however does 
not denote protection from tribulation (see ver. 
14), but preservation from apostasy under 
tribulation :—cf. the “if it were possible” of 
Matt. xxiv. 24. This “ Sealing” may denote 
who “the Elect” are, to whom our Lord 
refers, Matt. xxiv. 22. 

Ebrard, who considers (s. 311) that “the 
time from the conversion of Israel until the 
Second Advent of Christ (ch. xii. 10-14) is 
stated to be only 34 days," regards the 
Sealing as another form of the figure of the 
flight to the wilderness in ch. xii. 14 :—see 
on ch. viii. 6. 


THE 144 THOUSAND (4-8). 


4. AndIheard| ‘The sealing is assumed to 
have taken place between vv. 3 and 4. 


the number of them which were sealed,| 
Probably as announced by the Angel—the 
other Angel of vv. 2,3. The act of Seal- 
ing is not described in the Vision; just as it 
is omitted in Ezek. ix. where, after the com- 
mand had been given at ver. 4, it is stated at 
ver. i1: “I have done as thou hast com- 
manded me." 

an bundred and forty and four tbousand,] 
(Omit and there were). This number gives 
the square of twelve, multiplied by the cube 
of ten. The number 12 (=3 x4) combines 
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were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel. 


REVELATION. VII. 


lv. 5. 


5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 





“the signature" of God and “the signa- 
ture” of the world. The division into Twelve 
Tribes fixes the relation of Israel, God’s 
ancient Church, to the number ‘Twelve. 
Christ too by the number of His Apostles 
has fixed the same relation for the Christian 
Church (“Ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes of Israel,” 
` Matt. xix. 28): and thus, by the use of this 
number He has declared His Church tobe the 
Covenant people with whom God shall ever 
dwell. Again: the number 1000 (= 10?) is the 
symbol of universality—see Introd. § 11, (a). 
For 12 x 1000, see ch. xxi. 16; and for 12 x 12, 
see ch. xxi. 17. It is evident that the literal 
number 144,000 cannot be intended here: a 
vast number—less than a number indefinitely 
great, but greater than a large number de- 
signedly finite, e.g. “a thousand” (ch. xx. 2) 
—is what we are to understand; see on ch. 
viii. 1. 

The number 144,000 involves the idea of 
election (De Wette). See ch. xiv. 1. 


sealed out of every tribe of the children 
of Israel.) Ie., out of all the Tribes :—for 
this cumulative sense of “ every” (mâs) joined 
to asubstantive without the article, see Winer, 
$18. 4,S. ror. That * Israel," and more spe- 
cially the Jews are taken in this Book in the 
highest and best sense, is clear from ch. ii.9 ; iii. 
9; and thus the language here indicates “the 
blessed company of all faithful people ”—“ the 
Israel of God,’ Gal. vi. 15, 16; cf. Rom. ix. 
6-8. lt was by this metaphor the Apostle 
of: the Gentiles signified that the Church 
of the latter Covenant is continuous with 
the Church of the former Covenant : and now, 
St. John, foreshadowing how the Church of 
the Redeemed is to be gathered in from 
amid the sin and confusion of the world, an- 
nounces, in the figurative language of St. 
Paul, that it is “the Israel of God" alone 
which can supply citizens for “the New Jeru- 
salem.” In this sense the Epistle for All 
Saints’ Day is taken from this chapter. ‘The 
reference to the Twelve Tribes of Israel, ch. 
xxi. 12, and to “the New Jerusalem,” ch. 
iii. 12 ; xxi. 2, ro; seems to fix upon the words 
this spiritual meaning; while the fact that the 
same number is chosen out of every Tribe indi- 
cates that both names and numbers are here 
symbolical (cf. the equal division of the Holy 
Land among the Twelve Tribes, Ezek. xlvii. 
13, 14). In fact, the definite number 144,000 


—Trepresenting “the Sealed ” on earth through-. 


out all time—is again represented indefinitely 
in ver. 9, by the “great multitude which no 


man could number ;? in other words, by the 
Church of the Redeemed in heaven (cf. ch. 
v. 9 with ch. xiv. 1, 3) :—to this effect Origen, 
Mede, Vitr, Ewald, De Wette, Dollinger, 
Hengst., Words., Alf., &c.; see on ch. ix. 4. 

There are many, however, who refuse to 
identify those who are here sealed, with the 
palm-bearing multitude in ver. 9. They consi- 
der “ the Sealed " to represent Jewish believers, 
chosen out of the literal Israel. These as 
belonging to the T'welve Tribes which are here 
distinctly specified, form a definite number 
(cf. Isai. liv.-Ixvi.; Rom. xi.); and thus vv. 1-8 
relate to believers from Israel, but «v. 9-17 
to believers whether Jews or Gentiles (see the 
remark of Vitringa, quoted in note A on ch. 
xi. 1) :—so Grotius, Bullinger, Bengel, Stuart, 
I. Williams, J. H. 'Todd, De Burgh, Ebrard, 
Züllig, Düsterd.,—Auberlen (and so Burger) 
further noting that these * form the nucleus of 
glorified humanity, to which the Gentiles are 
joined” (p. 355). That Israel should first 
be mentioned, and then (ver. 9) all true 
servants of God, Diisterdieck explains by 
the two judgments under the seventh Seal 
—viz. that on Jerusalem (cf. ch. xi. 8), 
and that on Babylon, ż.e., Rome. He regards 
ch. viii. r-ch. xi. 14 as the object of the 
passage here—vv. 1-8 representing what 
the seventh Seal will bring upon unbelieving 
Israel, while vv. 9-17 relate to the redemp- 
tion of believers in general, as well as to the 
tribulation of Babylon. Godet also (7. c., p. 
350) takes the 144,000 Sealed to denote the 
elect of Israel; but he understands Jews re- 
served by God—until Antichrist comes—to 
maintain in the bosom of their nation (which, 
as a whole, almost apostatizes to paganism) 
true belief in Jehovah and His law, like the 
yooo in the days of Elijah (1 Kings xix. 18), 
These Elect are not even yet members of the 
Church: they do not form part of the army 
of the Lamb until ch. xiv. 1-5. And thus, 
until the very end of all things, there will be 
in the literal Israel an elect few, faithful to 
God and to the Law of their fathers; and 
also in the pagan world (see on ch. xvii. 1) a 
multitude of souls prepared to reign with 
the Lamb (see on ch. xi 13). . 

It seems a conclusive answer to this last 
theory to point out that both the 144,000 
Jews and the innumerable multitude of ver. 9 
are, according to it, alike included in the one 
number 144,000 of ch. xiv. 1 who are expressly 
said in ch. xiv. 3, 4 to have been “redeemed 
from the earth,” and “ from among men.” 

This Vision, writes Mr. Maurice (p. 128), 
“endorses the hopes which earnest men, 


v. 6—7.] 


Of the tribe of Gad were sealed 
twelve thousand. 

6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed 
twelve thousand. | Of the tribe of 
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Nepthalim were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. Of the tribe of Manasses were 
sealed twelve thousand. 

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were 





either Jews or Christians, have entertained of 
the ultimate restoration of Israelites to more 
than all the privileges their fathers enjoyed." 
Interpreting differently, Stern takes the 
144,000 to represent the Elect oz earth in the 
days of Antichrist; and the “great multi- 
tude” of ver. 9 to be the Redeemed in heaven 
of every period of the Church, and therefore to 
include the 144,000. Neander—understanding 
the 144,000 to mean only believers of Jewish 
descent, and as “a round number” to repre- 
sent the converts of Acts xxi. 20—asserts 
that this verse contradicts ch. xiv. 1 which 
enumerates the whole number of the elect 
from all the world (Péanzung, Engl. tr., 
i p.398). To the same effect, Bleek (s. 230). 
Such an argument, however, sets aside the 
spiritual and symbolical use of numbers in 
the Apocalypse. 
By the “ Historical” school of commenta- 
tors this prophecy has been variously referred 
to the Jewish and Gentile converts in the 
age of Constantine ;—to the Albigenses and 
Waldenses ;—to the Reformation ;—&c., &c. 


5. Of the tribe of Judah [avere] sealed 
tavelve thousand:| ‘The words * avere sealed” 
are to be read only here and in the case of 
Benjamin, ver. 8. 

Note, that of the Twelve sons of Jacob, 
six were sons of the first wife, Leah; z«vo of 
the second wife, Rachel; zwo of the first 
concubine, Bilhah; żwo of the second con- 
cubine, Zilpah. 

Of the tribe of Reuben twelve 
thousand:] (And so until the end of ver. 
8—see wv. ll). As to this catalogue of the 
Twelve Tribes it is to be noted that in no 
two places throughout the Bible are the 
names and the order the same. In the O. T. 
there are several such catalogues giving 
e.g. (1) the order of birth, Gen. xxix., xxx., 
xxxv. 18; (2) the order of Jacob’s bless- 
ing, Gen. xlix.; (3) the order of. Moses’ 
blessing, Deut. xxxiii (where Simeon is 
omitted) ; (4) the order of blessing and 
cursing, Deut. xxvii. 12, 13; (5) the order 
of *the princes," Num. i.; (6) the order of 
the encampment, Num. ii.; (7) the order 
of the inheritance, Josh. xili—xix.; (8) the 
census before the invasion of Canaan, Num. 
xxvi.; (9) the order by the wives and con- 
cubines, 1 Chron. ii, 1, 2 (Dan, as in Gen. 
xlix., coming after the sons of Leah, for which 
a reason may perhaps be found in Gen. xxx. 
3-6); (10) the order of the gates of *the 
City” (“the New Jerusalem"), Ezek. xlviii. 


xlix. 17. 





31-34. This last catalogue presents the 
closest resemblance to that of St. John, if we 
arrange Ezekiel’s catalogue in the order of 
north, west, south, east, placing the name of 
Judah first (as St. John places it with manifest 
reference to ch. v. 5; cf Hebr. vii. 14)—viz. 
north, JUDAH, Reuben, (Levi); west, Gad, 
Asher, Naphtali; south, Simeon, Issachar, 
Zebulun ; east, Joseph, Benjamin, (Dan). In 
this catalogue of Ezekiel Levi is included ; 
and also Joseph, in whose stead Manasseh 
and Ephraim (see Josh. xiv. 3, 4) are fre- 
quently placed,—e.g. Num. ii. 18-20. Ac- 
cordingly St. John, closely following the order 
of Ezekiel, omits Dan (in whose room Man- 
asseh appears—placed however after Naph- 
tali, Dan's brother by Bilhah, and in connexion 
with Gad and Asher the sons of the other 
concubine Zilpah); and places Levi next 
after his elder brother Simeon: see Ziillig, 
in loc. This arrangement is doubtless implied 
in the symbolism of ch. xxi. 12. And thus in 
the case of the sons of Leah and Rachel 
(with the exception of the case of Judah, who 
is placed first) the order of age is followed, 
—the last-born, Benjamin, being placed last. 

Grotius, on the other hand, writes: “ Nul- 
lus servatur ordo quia omnes in Christo 
pares;" and he rejects all meanings which 
assign a motive for the arrangement here: 
and so Alford. Reuss ascribes the order to 
* pure chance" (p. 74). 


6. Of the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand:] As observed on ver. 5, the 
name of Dan, given in the catalogue of 
Ezekiel, is omitted by St. John, and the 
name of Manasseh is introduced in its stead. 

Bossuet thinks that the name of Dan is 
omitted here merely in order to preserve the 
number Twelve, Joseph appearing twice— 
once in his own person, ver. 8, and once in 
the person of Manasseh. 

The Fathers, generally—referring to Gen. 
xlix. 17, “ Dan shall be a serpent by the way, 
an adder in the path," and also to the imagery 
of ch. xii. 9; xx. 2, where the serpent sym- 
bolizes the power of evil—explain the omission 
of Dan by the belief that Antichrist was to 
rise from this Tribe. Thus, St. Hippolytus (De 
Antichr., c. 14) observes that as Christ has 
been born from the tribe of Judah, so, ac- 
cording to Jacob’s words (Gen. xlix. 17), will 
Antichrist be born from the tribe of Dan:— 
for other authorities, see the note on Gen. 
Thus too Beda, Andreas, C. à Lap., 
Stern (who recapitulates the evidence of the 
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sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. Of the tribe of Issachar were 
sealed twelve thousand. 

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe 
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[v. 8—9. 


of Joseph were sealed twelve thou. 
sand. Of the tribe of Benjamin 
were sealed twelve thousand. 

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a 
great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, 





Greek and Latin Fathers, ss. 235-244). (''The 
reason,” notes Hengst. on ch. xi. 13, “for the 
excluding of Dan is, that the only narrative 
of the O. T. in which Dan played a part is 
that respecting the worship of idols in Judges 
xviii. 1-31; so that the declaration in Rev. 
xxii. 15, ‘ without are idolaters, is here sym- 
bolically represented by the omission of Dan.” 
* Here, therefore,” adds Words., “ is a pro- 
test against idolatry, as wholly disqualifying 
for admission into the number of God's 
saints;"—cf. ch. ix. 20; xxi. 8. The Jewish 
writers represent the name of Dan as a by- 
word for idolatry,—Targum of Jonathan, on 
Ex. xvi. 8 (Wetst. p. 776). Grotius, Düs- 
terd., &c., support the opinion that as the 
'Tribe of Dan did not return from the Cap- 
tivity (see 1 Chron. iv.-vii) the Tribe must 
have been long extinct. It is maintained, 
however, by Bertheau, that the author of the 
Book of Chronicles has virtually included 
Dan in his place among the tribes, by his 
mention of “Hushim” (1 Chron. vii r2) 
who are styled in Gen. xlvi. 23 “the sons of 
Dan." Be this as it may, the name as applied 
to the 'Tribe disappears after 1 Chron. xxvii. 
22, and is kept alive only in the name of 
the northern city (Laish) ;—see Josh. xix. 47 ; 
Judges xviii. 7, 29; 2 Chron. xvi. 4; Jer. iv. 
15, &c.: cf. the note on Jer. viii. 16, and also 
note A at the end of this chapter. 

This omission of the Tribe of Dan from 
the later history, when we consider its war- 
like prowess and the fame of Samson (Judges 
xiii.), is no doubt very remarkable. 

As to the omission of Ephraim, while his 
brother Manasseh is introduced by St. John, 
it may be observed that Ephraim as well as 
Dan was addicted to idolatry (Judg. xvii.; 
xviii. ; 1 Kings xii. 25, 29), Ephraim being also 
foremost in the defection from the house of 
David (2 Sam. ii. 9; Isa. vii. 9,17). Ephraim 
is the “confederate ” of the enemies of Judah 
(Isa. vii. 2, 5; cf. Hos. v. 3, and passim). 


7. Of the tribe of Levi twelve 
thousand:] Levi had no inheritance in the 
earthly Canaan (Josh. xiv. 3, 4); but he is not 
excluded from the heavenly. In this substi- 
tution of one name for another (see on ver. 5), 
we are reminded of the awful mystery of the 
blotting a name from out of the Book of 
Life :—see on ch. iii. 5. We may compare, 
too, the rejection of Judas (John vi. 70) and 
the substitution of another in his stead. 


8. Of the tribe of Benjamin [avere] sealed 
twelve tbousand.] ‘The actual order of time 
is here followed in the placing of Benjamin 
last, as, in the order of Christian conceptions, 
Judah is placed frst. And thus the 144,000 
symbolize the Church of the Redeemed 
throughout all time:—from the day when 
“the Lion of the tribe of Judah” went forth 
“ conquering and to conquer” during the suc- 
cessive ages represented to the Seer in the 
Visions of the first six Seals, down to the 
final Judgment, and to the day which shall 
behold engrafted into the Chureh the last 
born of the Israel of God. 


THE PALM-BEARING MULTITUDE (9-17). 


9. After these things] These words 
introduce a new Vision—see on ch. iv. 1. The 
day predicted by Christ has now come. His 
Church, consisting of *the Sealed" in every 
age, has received its last member; and the 
Lord has sent forth ** His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather . 
together His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other” (Matt. xxiv. 
31). 

I saw, and behold, a great multitude,] 
See on ver. 4. In one view St. John now be- 
holds in heaven the entire company of the Re- 
deemed. ‘These had been symbolically repre- 
sented in the previous Vision, while on earth, 
by the 144,000 who had been successively 
“Sealed” from among the Twelve Tribes ; and 
they are now assembled before the throne. 
See on ch. xiv. 1. 


which no man could number,| For the con- 
struction—* the redundant pronoun "—see 
on ch. iii. 8. 

Ebrard (and so also "Todd and Godet— see 
on ver. 4) refuses to identify this company 
with the 144,000, because (1) this multi- 
tude cannot be numbered ; (2) it is gathered 
from among all nations; (3) those who com- 
pose it have not been Sealed so as to escape 
the judgments, but have actually come “ out 
of the great tribulation” (ver. 14). To the 
same effect Auberlen: * During the Millen- 
nium an innumerable multitude of all nations 
are added to the 144,000 sealed ones from 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel in heaven; 
and upon earth the world of nations is added 
to the kingdom of Israel” (p. 355). 

As a “Preterist” Grotius understands 


v. 10.] 


and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands ; 
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IO And cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God which 


sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 





those Christians who escaped the calamities 
of the Jewish war; especially the numerous 
Christians to be found in Syria. 

On the other hand, not to repeat what has 
been already said, we notice the repetition of 
this same number, 144,000, at ch. xiv. 1, 3, 
where the whole body of the Redeemed is to 
be understood; and this company is here 
said to be innumerable, because (as De Wette 
well observes) the fact of az election, which 
necessarily involves the idea of a rejection, is 
not now the theme, but merely the bliss of the 
Church in glory. In short the number 144,000 
stands for a vast multitude—the definite for 
the indefinite—according to the laws of sym- 
bolism already stated. It is to be observed 
also that in neither ch. v. 9, nor ch. xiv. 3, is 
there drawn any distinction between Jewish 
and Gentile believers—a distinction which is 
So often urged: both receive here (see ver. 
3) the title “servants of God.” Compare, 
too, our Lord’s words, Matt. xix. 28. 

Volkmar (see on ch. ii. 2) asserts that in 
this chapter St. John divides Christians into 
two classes—one class consisting of Hebrew 
Christians from the T'welve Tribes (vv. 3-8) ; 
the other of believers from all peoples 
(vv. 9-17). This assertion Renan repudiates 
altogether: “The distinction,” he writes 
(p. 397), * between heathen converts and the 
Jewish Christians does not exist for the 
author of the Apocalypse" . . . * Israël est 
ici certainement le vrai Israél spirituel, le 
‘Israël de Dieu, comme dit Saint Paul” 
(Gal. vi. 16). 

out of every nation, and of [all] 
tribes and peoples and tongues,| See ch. 
v. 9, where the same fourfold classification 
occurs. On the bearing of these words as 
indicating the harmony of Johannean doc- 
trine with that of the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
see note A on ch. iii. 19. 

standing before the throne] The Seer 

reverts to the scene described in ch. iv. 
_ arrayed in white robes,| Seeon ch. vi. 11. 
Winer (§ 59, 11) suggests that in the nomina- 
tive, * multitude," St. John had in mind “ be- 
hold," as in ch. iv. 1 ; and in the participle in 
the accus. (see vv. I.) the verb “I saw." Cf 
the note on ch. xix. 8. 

and palms] The Greek noun (goin€, cf. 
Ps. xcii. 13, LXX.) occurs, in the N. T., only 
here and in John xii. 13. 

On ch. ii, 1o, as we have seen, Archbishop 
'Trench considers that in this Book there is 
no *image drawn from the range of heathen 


antiquity: ”—“The palms in the hands of 
the redeemed who stand before the throne 
(ch. vii. 9) may seem an exception . . . . 
but really are far from being so. It is 
quite true that the palm was for Greek and 
Roman a token of victory, but this *palmi- 
ferous company,’ to use Henry More's words, 
these happy palmers, do not stand before the 
throne as conquerors, but as those who keep 
the true Feast of Tabernacles—the Feast of 
Rest,” cf Neh. vill, 15; 2 Mace. x, 6,07. 
Joseph. Antz. xii. 13, 5. See also Hengst. on 
the present verse. 

The Feast of ‘Tabernacles, the third of the 
three great Festivals (Lev. xxiii.), commemo- 
rated the passage of Israel through the wil- 
derness; it also commemorated the joy after 
harvest, when labour ceased, and the period 
of rest began (Deut. xvi. 13-15). Hengst. 
and Words. refer, in confirmation of St. 
John's reference to this Feast, to ver. r5 
where it is said that * God shall spread his 
tabernacle over them ;” cf. Johni. 14. Alford, 
who will not exclude the heathen custom, 
having noted that the palm-branch was a mark 
of festal joy observes that “this practice ex- 
tended beyond the Jews;” and he quotes 
Virgil’s phrase, * palme, pretium victoribus ” 
Cn. v. x11). Ewald also quotes Pausanias 
(4rcad. 48) in proof that the conquerors at 
the Olympic games bore palm-branches, and 
garlands of palm leaves. ‘Tertullian notes 
on this place, *Scilicet de Antichristo tri- 
umphales,"—Scorp. 12 (see above on ch. ii. 
10). According to Bossuet the palms signify 
that *the great multitude are martyrs "—viz. 
those described in ch. xx. 4. 

The “Palm -bearing multitude? syn- 
chronizes, according to Mede, with the 
seventh Trumpet ;—this is the seventh of his 
second class of synchronisms (p. 430): for 
a brief summary of this system, see Introd. 
$ 12 (2). Cf the imitation of this passage 
in 2 (4) Esdras ii. 42-47. 


10. and they cry with a great «voice, 
saying,| See vv.il.:—the tense expresses their 
unceasing occupation. 


Salvation unto our God] See vv. ll :— 
“The salvation [which we have attained, be 
ascribed] unto our God.” They utter the 
* Hosanna” (see John xii. 13—the “Save now” 
of Ps. cxviii. 25) shouted by the people during 
the Feast of Tabernacles; cf. 2 Macc. x. 6, 
7. “Indeed, the Palm branches were called 
Hosannas,"—W ords.; see also Smith's Dict. 
of the Bible, art. Hosanna. 
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II And all the angels stood round 
about the throne, and about the elders 
and the four beasts, and fell before 
the throne on their faces, and wor- 
shipped God, i 

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen, 
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13 And one of the elders answered, 
saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in 


the blood of the Lamb. 
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which sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. The same adoration is here, as else- 
where (cf. ch. v. 13; xii. 10), offered to God 
and to the Lamb. 


11. And all tbe angels stood) Ie., “had 
placed themselves" during the scene de- 
scribed in vv. 9, 1o—see vv. ll.: so Düsterd. 
Alf. renders, “were standing,” and ex- 
plains that the p/uperf. ^ is in sense imper- 
fect, just as the perfect, ‘I have placed myself’ 
= ‘I stand, is in sense present:”—cf. ch. 
viii. 2. 

round about the throne, and [about] the 
elders and the four living beings;] Le. 
as in ch. v. 11, the Angels encompassed the 
throne and the Elders and the Living Beings. 
On the participation of Angels in the work of 
Redemption, see Luke ii. 9-14; Matt. iv. 11; 
xxviii 2; John xx. 12; Actsi. 10; &c. 

and they fell before the throne upon their 

faces,| The Elders fall prostrate in ch. v. 14; 
xi. 16; here, the Angels also, continuing the 
song of praise. See vv. //. 


12. Amen:| See ch. v. 14. The Angels 
confirm by an Amen! the song of praise 
uttered, in ver. 10, by men redeemed ; and then 
take up themselves the strain. In this seven- 
fold ascription, the article is prefixed to each 
of the nouns, as to Salvation in ver. 10. 


All blessing, and glory, dyc.] Gr. “The 
blessing, and the glory, and the &c.:” see on 
ch. i. 6; iv. 11, Bengel arbitrarily refers this 
sevenfold ascription to the Seven Trumpets, 
ch. viii. 2, the first Angel sounding “ The bless- 
ing,” the second, “ The glory,” and so on (see 
on ch. viii. 12). Hengst. connects this song 
of praise with that in ch. v. 12, because this 
begins, and z¢hat ends with the two words 
* blessing” and * glory.” 

[e] unto our God] As in ch. i. 6. 


13. And one of tbe elders] When events 
are to happen throughthe agency of Creation, 
one of the Four Living Beings speaks, as in ch. 
vi: an Angel introduces Visions which are 
not expounded, as in vv. 2, 3; ch. xiv., &c.: 
here, as in ch. v. 5, where Visions relating tothe 
Church are explained, “one of the Elders” by 


whom the Church is symbolized (see on ch. 
iv. 4) is the speaker. - 

These which are arrayed in the white 
robes, who are they, and whence came 
they?] The Elder, notes Beda, “ questions 
in order that he may teach,”—“ interrogat 
ut doceat :” cf. Isai.lxiii i; Jer. i. 11; Zech. 
iv. 2,&c. Commentators here give as illustra- 
tions of these questions, Jonah, i. 8; Virgil, 
“Qui genus? Unde domo ?”—x. viii. 114. 


14. And I say unto bim,] The verb is in the 
perfect—"I have said;" see on ch. v. 7. 

My Lord,| See vv. /.. For this form of 
address, which expresses reverence for the 
being who asked the question, cf. Gen. xxiii. 
6, 11; Zech. i. 9; iv. 4, 5, 13—see also the 
notes on ch. xix. 10; xxii 8, 9. In John 
Xii 21, the same form without the pronoun _ 
is used. 


thou knowest.| Le, “I know not, but 
would hear from thee,"—cf. Ezek. xxxvii. 3. 

These are they which come] ‘The present 
tense (see on ch. xv. 2) is to be preserved 
here, as the tenor of.-the whole Vision re- 
quires. Ewald and Ebrard render, as ren- 
dered in the A. V., “which came.” A simple 
designation of persons is intended—all, 
whether Gentiles or of Israel, all who come 
(of épyduevoc) unstained out of the trial, and 
whom the Seer now beholds in glory as they . 
stand before the throne. 


out of the great tribulation, | “The tribu- 
lation, the great one"—the twofold article 
being specially emphatic: see ch. iii. 10; vi. 17; 
and compare our Lord’s words, Matt. xxiv. 
21, 29. Not merely all earthly trouble, Gen. 
ii. 16; v. 29, as Bengel holds; or “the 
whole sum of the trials of the saints of God 
viewed by the Elder as now complete" (AIf.): 
the reference assuredly is to the last great 
Trial to be expected under the seventh Seal, 
as well as to the preparatory tokens of that 
Trial under the sixth Seal, ch. vi. 12-17. 

Renan would restrict the application to the 
persecution under Nero, A.D. 64, for which 
“the great tribulation” was, he argues 
from Heb. x, 33, the ordinary description,—- 
JACO purs 


v. I5— 17.] 


15 Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him da 
and night in his temple; and he that 


?r*3 sitteth on the throne shall «dwell 


among them. 
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neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the 





and they washed their robes] In the life 
now past and gone,—see ch. iii. 4. Alf. thus 
gives the substance of Diisterdieck’s note: 
“the aorist is that so often used of the course 
of this life when looked back upon from its 
yonder side.” 


in the blood of the Lamb] Cf. ch. i. DET 
John i. 7. “It is a delicate feature of genuine 
ethics,” notes Diisterd., “that they who, in 
this earthly life, have washed their robes 
white in the blood of the Lamb, appear. in 
that other life arrayed in white garments (ef. 
ch. iii. 4; xix. 8)." The earlier commen- 
tators (Arethas, Beda, N. de Lyra) were 
wont to apply this passage to the purifying 
effect of martyrdom—De Lyra understanding 
by “the blood of the Lamb” the blood of the 
martyrs, “quia est sanguis membrorum 
ipsius " : so, too, Ewald owing to his identi- 
fying this place with ch. vi. ro. Hengst. in- 
terprets the washing, of the forgiveness of 
sins; the making white, of sanctification. 


15. Therefore] “On this account”— 
because the condition expressed in Eph. v. 27 
is now attained. 


are they before the throne of God;] T.e., as 
now seen in the Vision. To be there is itself 
bliss,—cf. John xvii. 24; x John iii. 2. 

and they serve him] Cf. ch. iv. 8, &c. ; 
v. 8, &c.; xxi 3. The verb (Aarpeóo) is 
used as in Matt. iv, 10—" Him only shalt thou 
serve.” 


in his temple: “Sanctuary,” Naos, as in 
ch. xi. r :—cf. on ch. iii. 12; xxi. 22. The 
earthly life of the faithful is already repre- 
-sented as the being made priests unto God 
—ch. i. 63 v. 10. 


shall spread his tabernacle over 
them.] Ebrard renders, “ist ein Zelt über 
sie”—“is a tent over them.” The verb 
(oxnvdw) which, in composition, often occurs 
elsewhere in the New Test., is found only in 
St. John's writings,—viz. in John i. 14; Rev. 
xii. 12; xili. 6 (with the prep. è); ch. xxi. 
3 (with nerd); and here (with èri), where 
it is difficult to express in English the re- 
ference to the Divine glory or Shekinah, 
overshadowing the mercy seat :—see Ex. xxv. 
8; Lev. xxvi. 11;^Isai. iv. 5, 6; Ezek. xxxvii. 
27; and the note on Ex. xxvi. r. The 
distinction between the Tent as the outer 
shelter, and the Tabernacle as the “ Davelling 
place of Jehovah " (a distinction marked in the 


New Zesf,.—Vor. IV. 





Hebrew by the definite article prefixed, 
bammisbkan),is very clear in Ex. xl. 34-38: 
"The glory appeared as a light within, and 
as a cloud on the outside,"—note in Joc. ; cf. 
Ex. xvi. 10; Num. xiv. 10; xvi 19, 42; 1 
Kings viii. 10, rr. “The rich store of allu- 
sions contained in the word (cxnvadcer) ought | 
to be carefully treasured up in the mind of 
the reader, as showing that the prophecies 
and types of the Old Test., especially in the 
pilgrimage through the wilderness, and the 
festive ceremonial of the Hebrew ritual, will 
have their full accomplishment in the heavenly 
glory of Christ and His saints (see Ex. xxix. 
433 Ps. lxyili. 18; x Cor. x. x1) "— Words, 

Note the tenses in wv. 14, 15: the “great 
multitude” is assembling before the eyes of 
the Seer in front of the throne;—* They 
washed their robes ;’—“ They are before the 
throne," “they serve;"—and lastly, in the 
Juture, * He that sitteth on the throne shall 
spread His Tabernacle over them,” for the Re- 
deemed whom St. John beholds have not as 
yet actually accomplished their warfare. 


16. neither shall the sun strike upon 
them,] Gr. neither in any wise:—com- 
pare the negative in ch. ii. 11. 


nor any beat:] For the contrast, see ch. 
xvi. 8, 9. ‘This passage is borrowed from 
Isai. xlix. 1o. 


17. in the midst of | C£. the position in ch. 
v. 6, with which this position agrees although 
the phrase is different. For the phrase here 
(dvauécov) cf. Matt. xiii. 25; Mark vii. 31; 
I Cor. vi 5:—literally, “versus medium 
throni" The Lamb is placed towards the 
middle of the throne ; between Him who sits 
upon it, and the Four Living Beings with the 
twenty-four Elders, who stand around. The 
form of a * Lamb," as well as this position, - 
designates Christ as the reconciling Mediator 
(D üsterd.) 


shall be their shepherd,] This image 
is that already used in the Fourth Gospel, 
John x.; xxi. 16. For the signification * zo 
Tule sce. on chiidi/275.cf; cho xiio os xix x5. 

and sball guide them unto fountains of 
waters of life:] See vv. /.; and cf. John 
vii. 37-39; xvi. 13: the verb in this latter 
place (the same as here) is used of “ the Spirit 
of Truth ;” to Whom St. John expressly ap- 
plies the former passage. Cf. ch. xxi. 6: 
xxii. 1. 
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16 They shall hunger no more, 71s 49:10 
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midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living foun- 
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tains of waters: *and God shall wipe ^T 7: 


ch. 21. 


away all tears from their eyes. 





wipe away every tear from their eyes.] See 
ch. xxi. 4; Isai. xxv. 8. (Note, the ver? daxpta 
is found in the N. T. only in John xi. 35). 
Not without many tears have they come “ out 
of the great tribulation,” ver: 14: but * they 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy," Ps. 
CXXV1. 5. 

Godet (Lc, p. 270) takes the present 
passage, vv. 15-17, as an instance in which 
we find reunited several of the characteristic 
features of the Fourth Gospel:—ver. 15 to 
dwell (under a tent), John i. 14 ;—ver. 16 to 
hunger, to thirst, John vi. 35 ;—ver. 17 the 
Lamb, John i. 29 ;—ib. to tend, John xxi. 16 
(cf. the image of the shepherd, John x. 1-1 6); 
—ib. to guide, John xvi. 13. On the other band 


this verse supplies an illustration of the efforts 
to prove that the Apocalypse was not written 
by the author of the Fourth Gospel. Lücke 
indeed admits (s. 683) that the imagery here 
corresponds better than in any other instance 
to that of John x. 3: the verb moreover 
rendered “to guide? (ddnyéo) both cor- 
responds to the image of ‘tending as a shep- 
herd, and is also a Johannean word (e. g- 
John xvi. 13); but, nevertheless, he argues, in 
John x. 3 the verb which develops the pas- 
toral image is different ! 

Ch. xxi. ; and ch. xxii. might now seem to be 
the fitting sequel of this Vision; but other 
trials are still in store for the Church. All is 
now ready for the opening of the seventh Seal. 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. VII. 6. 


NOTE A ON VER. 6— THE OMISSION OF 
THE TRIBE OF DAN. 


Hartwig (Apol. der Apok. ii. 227 ff) and 
Ewald (Jahrb. d. bibl. Wiss., 1856, viii. s. 98 
ff.) argue that AAN was originally written in 
the copies in place of MAN. which they as- 
sert to be the abbreviation of Mavaco7 (ver. 
6); and that through an error the tran- 
scribers have substituted May. (and thence 
Mavacoy) for the true reading Adv. They 
appeal in support of*this alleged abbreviation 
to the unimportant cursive MSS. 9, 13; 
which however distinctly read Ady in place of 
Táð in ver. 5. On the other hand Irenæus, 
referring to Jer. viii. 16 (Adv. Hær., v. 30, 2), 
Origen, Andreas, and Arethas (iz Joc.) read 

- Mavaco7 in full, and state expressly that Dan 
was omitted. Bengel and Eichhorn, urging 
the signification of the name Manasseh (Gen. 
xli. 51—i.e., ‘causing to forget, MW), oblitus est), 
consider that the name itself intimates that 
another name, viz. Dan, was forgotten, or 
rather “in a mysterious manner excluded 
and suppressed." In support of his opinion 
that the tribe of Dan had been long extinct 
Grotius quotes a Jewish tradition: * Jam olim 


ea tribus ad unam familiam Hussim reciderat, 
ut aiunt Hebrzi, quz ipsa familia bellis in- 
teriisse videtur ante Esdrz tempora;"— but this 
notion seems to have arisen from a reminisc- 
ence of Gen. xlvi. 23. On the enigmatical 
words of 1 Chron. vii. 12, * Hushim, the sons 
of Aher,” Bertheau refers to Gen. xlvi. 23, 
where Hushim are “ sons of Dan” (note the 
substitution of the name “Shuham,” Num. 
xxvi. 42) ; and considers that “ Aher” (GNN) 
is not a proper name, but simply means * the 
other"—viz. the other son of Bilhah (Naph- 
tali being named in ver. 13) whose name the 
writer wished to pass over in silence, for the 
name of Dan was in disrepute as having set 
up a worship of its own—see Judges xviii. 
The wotds, accordingly, »nN *33 Own (“ Hu- 
shim, sons of the other”) stand for 55) 
pwn yo, “and the sons of Dan, Hushim.” 
Keil objects to this explanation, arguing from 
the repeated mention of Dan by the Chronicler 
(1 Chron. ii 2; xii 35; xxvii. 22)—the 
omission from one Hebrew text (1 Chron. vi 
46, E. V. ver. 61) of the words “ Ephraim, 
and ofthe Tribe of Dan”—which occur in 
Josh. xxi. 5—being 'an error of the copyist.. 
See Keil, Comm. in loc., Engl. tr., p. 135. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


kand 


At the opening of the seventh seal, 2 seven 
angels had seven trumpets given them. 6 
Four of them sound their trumpets, and 
great plagues follow, 3 Another angel put- 
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teth incense to the prayers of the saints on the 
golden altar. 
ND when he had opened the 
seventh seal, there was silence 
in heaven about the space of half an 
hour. 





[Ver. x õrav. 





Ver. 3 rot veia rnpiov [A, P, x read rò OvoiacTüpiov].—0óce Ver. 5 


Spovral kal avai kal dorp. Ver. 6 of €xovres.—adrovs. Ver. 7 om. dyyedos.—ev aipart.— 


add kai rà rpírov Tis yas KateKdn. 


Ver. 9 dvepOapnoar. 
—éyévero rà rpírov trav bdSdtav.—rav dvÓp. Ver. 12 uj pávy (or avg) Ver. 


Ver. 11 ó" Ay, 
I3 derov 


Ver. 10 ràv oOdrov. 


merouévov.—[w, B read robs karotkoüvras,—A, P, 1 read rois karoukoUguy |. 





CHAP, VIIIL.—'l'HE SEVENTH SEAL. 


No single Vision follows the opening of the 
seventh Seal, as in the case of each of the first 
Six. A solemn Silence ensues; and a new 
series of Seven Visions is exhibited, the last of 
which (ch. xi. 15) is followed in like manner 
by another series of Seven (ch. xv.; xvi.), 
and has no direct sequel casting light upon 
its meaning. 

There is no reason for imagining (with 
Heinrichs) that “the Sealed Book " itself (ch. 
v. 1) becomes now for the first time visible, 
after its seven wrappers (“involucra”) have 
been taken away. As the Seal is the emblem 
of an event decreed by God—mysterious, 
and still unrevealed ; so the Trumpet when 
sounded is more than the simple revelation of 
an event to come—it is a “manifestation of 
will, which calls for its speedy accomplish- 
ment” (Godet, p. 296). After the analogy of 
the Seals, the Trumpets also are divided into 
groups of four and three (see ver. 13). ‘Two 
distinct episodes, moreover, intervene between 
the sixth and seventh Trumpets (ch. x.— 
ch. xi. 14), as in the case ofthe Seals (ch. 
vii.) :—see the remarks introductory to ch. vi. 

Two opposite principles of interpretation 
have been commonly employed in order to 
explain the connexion between the Visions of 
the Seals and the Trumpets :— 

(i) The principle of * Recapitulution.” 
This principle is supported by the authority 
of St. Augustine (* recapitulando dicit tanquam 
ad id rediens, quod preterierat, potiusve distu- 
lerat."— De Civ. Dei, xx. 14). In modern times 
it has been adopted by Vitringa, Bossuet, 
Hengst., Words., Alf., Elliott, and others. It is 
to beunderstood, however, that “recapitulare” 
is not identical with “ repetere ?—“ to recapi- 
tulate” is not “to go over the same ground 
again ” (“ Licet repetat per Phialas, non tamen 
quasi bis factum dicitur. . . Quod in Tubis 
minus dixit, heic in Phialis est."— Victorinus). 
In “Recapitulation” there is a parallel, not an 
identical series of events. “ Repetition,” how- 
ever, in the sense of scripture, is but a token 


of the certainty of the event—cf. Gen. xli. 
32; Ps. lxii. rr. To this class belong the 
* Synchronisms" of Mede. (2) The principle 
of which Andreas, C. à' Lapide, Bengel, 
De Wette, Stern, Bleek, Ewald, Reuss, and 
others, are the advocates — viz. that the 
series of the Trumpet-Visions is developed 
in order out of the seventh Seal; which Seal, 
as Düsterdieck expresses it (s. 15), by means 
of the seventh "Trumpet proceeding from it, 
extends to ch. xxii. 5." 

Vitringa, however, considers the Trumpets 
to constitute a zew Vision: he understands 
them as foreshowing the history of the Roman 
Empire, or external condition of the Church; 
as the Seal-Visions had foreshewn the Church's 
internal condition. 


1. And when] See vv. l|.:—in place of 
óre (see ch. vi. 1, &c.) the MSS. A, C read 
órav, which is used with the aor. indic. by the 
Byzantine writers. Of this use, writes Pro- 
fessor Moulton, there are, in the N. T., “two 
well-attested examples, Mark xi. 19; Rev. 
viii, 1”—see Winer, $ 42, 5, s. 227; and cf. 
ch. iv. 9. Alf. notes: “ It occurs in the open- 
ing of this Seal only, giving it an indefiniteness 
which does not belong to any of the rest.” 

he opened the seventh seal,| See on ch. 
vi. 3. As before, it is the Lamb Who opens 
this Seal. According to Alf. this “lets loose 
the roll.” Burger also concludes that, on this 
opening of the seventh Seal, the contents of 
the Sealed Book are made known, and that 
the Seven Trumpet- Visions represent its con- 
tents :—but see on ch. v. 1. 


there followed a silence iz heaven] Gr. 
“came to pass "—see on ch.i.9. This image 
seems to have been borrowed from the silence 
kept by the people while the priest offered 
the incense. ‘The Silence here is preparatory 
to the sacerdotal act of the Angel in ver. 3 :—- 
cf, Luke i. 10; 2 Chron. xxix. 25-29. 

'The opening of the seventh Seal, writes 
Mr. Maurice as a strict “ Preterist,” introduces 
*the greatest catastrophe that has yet be- 
fallen the Universe "—the destruction of Jeru- 
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2 And I saw the seven angels 
which stood before God; and to 
them were given seven trumpets. 
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3 And another angel came and 
stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto 


salem, “There is silence in heaven in the 
contemplation of it” (p. 136). The Seven 
‘Trumpets are to sound around Jerusalem as 
they had sounded round Jericho. 

Here only, notes Bengel, is there “a silence 
in heaven.” Elsewhere we read of continual 
voices—e.g. ch. iv. 8; v. 9, 12; Xl. 15. 


about tbe space of half an bour.] In the word 
“about” we have a form of expression usual 
with St. John, see John i. 39; vi. 19; SIS. 

The Vision of the seventh Seal is closed, 
and no further revelation is granted to the Seer 
in connexion with it as in the case of the pre- 
ceding Seals—not even such as that granted 
in ch. x. 4 which he was commanded not to 
write. The “ Silence in heaven” (see on ch. 
xi. 15) symbolizes this absence of a revela- 
tion; and the “ Silence” lasting for but “ half 
an hour” denotes that the consummation of 
all things, to which the seventh Seal directly 
leads up, is to follow the opening of that Seal 
after a period absolutely short. (For a period 
absolutely Zong, see on the “ Thousand Years,” 
ch. xx. 2.) The relative shortness of dura- 
tion—relative, that is, to the divine apprehen- 
sion—is elsewhere usually expressed by such 
phrases as “ The time is at hand,” “I come 
quickly :" see on ch. i. r, 3; and also Note A 
at the end of this chapter. 

The preparation for a new series of Visions 
now begins at ver. 2. This series which 
covers the same period of time as the Visions 
of the Seals is a “ Recapitulation,” as the 
ancient expositors express it. It is commonly 
assumed tliat the opening of the seventh Seal 
follows, in the order of time, the events re- 
ferred to in ch. vii. Thus Alf. notes: “The 
coming of the Lord has passed, and the 
elect are gathered in. Accordingly the last 
Seal is now opened,”—but for such a conclu- 
sion there is no proof. The seventh Seal 
follows the sixth, just as the sixth follows the 
fifth, and the fifth the fourth—the episodes of 
ch. vii. relating to the entire course of the 
Seals from the beginning, and not revealing 
events subsequent in time to the sixth Seal: 
see the remarks introd. to ch. vii. It may 
well be, no doubt, that the “Silence” has a 
further spiritual meaning; it may be that, as 
Words. after Victorinus notes, “ St. John has 
now a brief view of the ‘eternal peace’ 
of heaven ” (“ cernit initium quietis æternæ ”). 
Beda also connects in this manner ch. vii. 
with ch. viii (“In sexto sigillo maximas 
ecclesi: pressuras; in septimo requiem 
cernit. . . . Nunc vero recapitulat ab origine, 
eadem aliter dicturus "). 


The “ Silence” is broken by the Trumpet 
notes which announce the wrath of the:Lamb. 

The Third chief Vision (viii. 2—xi. 19) 
of the Revelation Proper now opens :—see 
Introd. § 12. 


THE TRUMPET-ANGELS. 


2. And I saw] According to D üsterdieck, 
the introductory Vision, vv. 2-6, is seen dur- 
ing the symbolic “ Silence.” According to 
Ebrard, the brief “ Silence ” merely introduces 
the events which now follow; and it is in- 
cluded under the seventh Seal. On this point, 
however, nothing is told us, and on it nothing 
depends. ‘The “ Silence” is itself symbolic as 
stated on ver. 1 ; and, quite irrespectively of it, 
another series of Visions begins as it were 
de novo. This series of Visions Düsterd., 
on the other hand, with the majority of com- 
mentators, regards as “ evolved” out of, and as 
continuing the Seal-Visions. His reason is 
that on the principle of “ Recapitulation" 
“the organic connexion of the Visions as à 
whole would be torn asunder" (s. 296). 
Renan offers the following criticism: "The 
“ Silence” denotes that the first act of the 
mystery is terminated, and that another is 
about to commence. The same thing occurs 
in the Song of Songs. Hebrew literature 
ignores the law of unity.—l. c., p. 391. 

the seven angels which stand before God ;] 
(For the verb stand see on ch. vii. 11). Cf. 
ch. xv. 1; we may also compare the words 
of Gabriel in Lukei. 19. ‘The definite article 
manifestly denotes a special reference; and 
commentators (as early as Clemens Alex., 
Strom. vi, p. 493) quote here the words of 
the book of Tobit (xii. 15): *I am Raphael, 
one of the Seven Holy Angels (ràv ézrà dyiov 
dyyéAev) which present the prayers of the 
saints, and which go in and out before the 
glory of the Holy One:"— Victorinus to the 
same effect quotes Mark xiii. 27. Alford 
considers that what is here referred to “ was 
part of that revelation with regard to the 
.... Angels which seems to have taken 
place during the captivity.” The Seven are 
“ Archangels,” 1 Thess. iv. 16; Jude 9; cf. 
Dan. x. 15 (Stern, De Wette) ;—“ The Seven 
Spirits of God,” ch. i. 4; iv. 5; v. 6 (Aret., 
Bossuet, Ewald);—‘“ Seven Angels chosen 
merely on account of the Seven Trumpets” 
(Hengst., Ebrard,—the latter considering that 
the art. is used in order to contrast the seven 
here, with the four Angels of ch. vii. 1). 
Luther and Vitringa take the article to be 
* à Hebrew superfluity,” i 
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„add him much incense, 
the 
PETS. 


that he should upon the golden ‘altar which was 


'offer zt with the prayers of all saints before the throne. 





and there were given unto them seven 
trumpets. | In order to proclaim the judgments 
described in vv. 7, 8, &c. Ewald refers. to 
the use of trumpets on days of rejoicing 
(Num. x. 10), observing: “The Last Judg- 
ment is the greatest Festival in history,"—cf. 
Josh. vi.; Hos. viii. 1; Joel ii. r. Mede re- 
gards the Trumpets as included in the Seals, 
the seventh Seal being “the Seal of the 
Trumpets”; and these two Visions, extending 
from ch. iv. 1 to ch. x. 8, form, according to 
Mede, the first chief division of the Apocalypse 
(Works, p. 424). Words. regards the final 
triumph of the righteous as the moral of the 
Seals; the punishment of the wicked às the 
moral of the Trumpets—the Vials (ch. xvi.) 
executing upon the empire of the Beast the 
judgments of the Trumpets. Max Krenkel 
(Der Ap. Jobannes, s. 68) connects the 
Trumpets and Vials differently :— On the un- 
converted world (contrasted with “ the ser- 
wants of God,” ch. vii. 3; ix. 4) St. John sees 
impending a double series of judgments; of 
these the first Seven are the Trumpets, and 
the second Sevez are the Vials, ch. xvi. 

On the word “Trumpet” see Note B at the 
end of this chapter. 


THE INTRODUCTORY RITE (3-5). 


3. And another angel] According to St. 
John’s usage (see on ch. vii. 2), and contrasted 
with the Seven specified in ver. 2,—“ another 
Angel” who offers upon the Altar, as was 
done in ch. v. 8, the incense which typifies 
prayer. A spirit of prayer is now poured 
forth, in order that the servants of God may 
prepare themselves thereby to meet the coming 
judgments. 

Many commentators, both ancient and 
modern (Beda, Vitr., Elliott, &c.) take this 
Angel to be Christ—a sense which confuses 
the entire meaning of what follows. The text 
leaves the reference indefinite, and does not 
support the special interpretation of Grotius, 
“the Angel of the Church’s prayers” (cf. ch. 
xiv. 18, xvi. 5) ;—or of Ziillig, that the same 
Angel reappears in ch. xiv. 18, and, as having 
“authority over the fire,’ now takes his place 
at the Altar of burnt offering. 


came and stood over the altar,| Or “at,” 
see vv. /.; compare Amos ix. 1 (LXX.), 
and Dr. Pusey’s note: the Angel seems to 
have placed himself so that his form appeared 
“over the Altar" The whole description 
implies that “zbe Altar" here (note the force 
ef the article) is that already described (see 
on ch. vi. 9),—viz. *the Brasez Altar" of burnt 
offering which stood in the court immediately 





in front of the Tabernacle (Ex. xxxviii. 1-7), 
as distinguished from “the Golden Altar," or 
Altar of incense which was “ before the Veil 
that is by the Ark of the Testimony " (Ex. 
XXX. I-6):—see Ex. xxxix. 38, 39; xl. 5, 6. 
Both Altars are mentioned in this verse. In 
the earthly Temple the priest took “a censer 
full of burning coals of fire from off the Altar ” 
—the Altar of burnt-offering (Lev. xvi. 12)— 
and went with it to the Altar of incense 
within the Sanctuary. Having there received 
the incense from the proper minister, he placed 
“the incense upon the fire before the Lord 
(Lev. xvi 13). According to this ritual, the 
Angel here brings from the Altar of burnt 
offering coals of fire on the “golden censer ? 
which was part of the furniture of the Altar of 
incense, or “ Golden Altar," Num. iv. II, 14 
(see also Num. xvi. 6, 7). The “fire-pan ” 
(Ex. xxvii. 3), or “censer” conveyed the fire; 
the vessel which held the incense to be offered 
is called a “vial” in ch. v. 8 (where see the 
comment, and Note A; cf. Num. vii, 13, 84). 
The Angel next receives the incense from 
another who bore “ ¢4e vial”; and then offers 
it “ upon the Golden Altar which was before 
the throne :?”—so Vitr. Beng., Züllig, Stern, 
Hofmann, Ebrard, &c. Were one Altar only 
intended here, why should it be described at 
first without, and then, as in ch. ix. 13, with 
the epithet * Go/den"—by which epithet we 
know that the Altar of incense (Ex. xxxvii. 26) 
was expressly distinguished from the Altar of 
burnt offering (Ex. xxxviii. 2)? Diisterdieck 
however argues (and Alford, as usual, follows 
him) that we are not justified in supposing 
that we have in these Visions of heaven begin- 
ning with ch. iv. 1 any counterpart of the 
Jewish Tabernacle ;—the singular reason being 
added that to assume this would be inconsis- 
tent with ch. xi. 19 where the Temple of God 
in heaven is first opened. The fact is that 
each new Vision affords a deeper insight into 
the heavenly scenes,and adds some new 
feature to what had been revealed before. In 
ch. iv. 1 the Seer beholds “a door opened im . 
heaven” ;—here he witnesses the ritual wor- 
ship of the heavenly Temple ;—in ch. xi. 19 the 
Temple is thrown open, and the Ark of the 
Covenant disclosed;—in ch. xv. 5 “the 
Temple of tbe Tabernacle of tbe Testimony” is 
opened. Düsterd., nevertheless, concludes that 
there is but one Altar—that spoken of 
in ch. vi. 9, which resembles in some re- 
spects both the Altar of burnt offering and 
that of incense. De Wette, Hengst., Bleek, 
Words., &c., see only the Altar of incense 
here; and this, observes the writer of the 
article Altar in Smith's ‘ Dict. of the Bible,’ 
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4 And the smoke of the incense, 
which came with the prayers of the 
saints, ascended up before God out 
of the angel's hand. 
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[v. 4—5. 


5 And the angel took the cen- 
ser, and filled it with fire of the 
altar, and cast if into the earth: 
and there were voices, and thunder- 





*is the only Altar which appears in the 
heavenly Temple." 

The Altar, notes Bossuet (cf. onch. vi. 9), is 
Christ ; and it is to this the Angel brings, as if 
they were incense, the prayers which Christ 
alone can receive. From this interpretation 
Bossuet derives a proof of the intercession of 
Angels. 


having a golden censer ;| ‘The material is of 
gold (see Ex. xxvii. 3) as in the descriptions 
of heaven throughout the Apocalypse—cf. ch. 
iv. 4; V. 8; Xv. 6, 7, &c. On the word rendered 
“ censer,’ see note C at the end of this chap- 
ter: its use in ver. 5 fixes its meaning here; 
it bore the fire, and upon the fire was placed 
the incense—see Num. xvi. 6, 7. 


and there was given unto bim] T.e., as 
just explained, given to him by the ministering 
Angel who corresponded to the priest at 
the Altar of incense. This Angel held the 
golden cup or vial containing frankincense, 
and poured it upon the fire in the censer— 
as obviously required by the parallel of the 
Temple service. Elliott is clearly wrong 
in stating that it was given to Christ, as “the 
One Mediator” and High Priest, by the saints, 
“the 144,000, the sealed ones,” who offered 
the prayers ;—for the incense is distinctly 
marked as being different from the prayers of 
which it is the symbol. 


much incense,| See Note A on ch. v. 8. 


that he should add it to the prayers of 
allthe saints] (Asinmargin. Gr. “give” 
—see vv. ll; compare ch. iii. 9). T.e., that he 
should incense the prayers of the saints— see 
ver. 4. Incense is not here, as in ch. v. 8, the 
type of prayer; but typically bears up the 
prayers to * Him that sitteth on the throne." 
* The dative here,” notes Words., “ is a dativus 
commodi ; the incense was given fo the prayers, 
and made them pleasing to God. Cf. Winer, 
8 31, s.193:”—see Num. xvi. 46, 47. Simi- 
larly Calov., Vitr., Ewald, De Wette, Ebrard, 
Diisterd., Alf, Burger. From this follows 
the statement of ver. 4. Grotius ventures to 
change the dative into an accus., and renders: 
“ Accepit multos suffitus, ut eos suffitus, qui 
sunt omnium sanctorum preces, injiceret in 
altare.” 


upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne.| T.e., the Altar of incense, as already 
stated, which is not to be confounded with the 
Altar of burnt offering at the beginning of 
the verse. The Altar of incense stood before 
the Veil which separated the Holy place from 


the Holy of Holies; and now, in place of the 
Ark of the Covenant, we contemplate the 
throne of God, Cf. Heb. ix. 3, 4. 


4, And the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints,| (Omit “ which came”). 
Or for the prayers. The Angel offers up 
the incense which had been given to him, so 
that it may mingle with the prayers (see ver. 3) 
addressed to God—e.g. ch. vi. ro. Ebrard. 
and Hengst. explain, “the smoke of tbe in- 
cense added to, or given to, or belonging to 
the prayers of the saints, went up” &c.—the 
dative, like the Hebrew 9 (Gen. ix. 5; Deut. 
i. 3; 2 Sam. iii. 2; LXX.), being equivalent 
to a genitive. Düsterd. renders, ^ the smoke 
of the incense went up to the prayers" 
—cf. Winer ($ 31. 6). Reuss thus interprets 
the image: “Cette fumée est en quelque 
sorte le véhicule pour les prières.” 


went up before God out of the angels 
hand.| Cf. Ps. cxli. 2; Acts x. 4. The 
thought in vv. 3-5 is that God will hear the 
prayers of His afflicted Church. Hengst. 
infers from this that the exposition is erron- 
eous which sees in the Trumpet-Visions 
either the persecutions of the Church, or 
heresies; those events only being intended 
which are “salutary to the Church, destruc- 
tive to the world.” 


5. And the angel taketh the censer ;| Hav- 
ing used it as described in ver. 3, and having 
poured out its contents on the Altar, the 
Angel again takes the censer, while the smoke 
is ascending. 

Note the perfect among the aorists, either 
in the sense of “the narrative aorist;" or, 
retaining its force, “hath taken”—see on 
ch. vos 

and he filled it] Note the aorist. 


with the fire of tbe altar,| T.e., the Altar 
of burnt-offering, to which he now returns 
—not the Golden Altar of incense: see on ver. 
3. Diisterd. and Words., as before, under- 
stand, in a general sense, the “fire of the © 
Altar which had consumed the incense.” 


and cast it into the earth:| Or upon—the 
prep.is eis. “It”—i.e., the fire thus taken from 
the Altar of burnt offering,the Altar of ch. vi. 9. 

This symbolical act typifies the answer 
to the prayers which had ascended with the 
incense. Cf. the similar action, preceding 
judgments, in Ezek. x. 2, as well as our 
Lord’s words: “I came to cast fire on the 
earth ”—Luke xii. 49. As regards the prep. . 
(ets) here and in ver. 7, see on ch. xvi. 1; 2. 


v. 6—75.] 


ings, and lightnings, and an earth- 
quake. 
6 And the seven angels which 





and there followed thunders, and 
voices, and lightnings, and an eartbquake.] 
Gr. there came to pass. See vv. //. 

The outbreak of Divine judgments is always 
thus introduced—see ch. iv. 5; xi. 19; 
xvi. 18, in which passages the order is “ light- 
nings and voices and thunders.” Such judg- 
ments are here represented as consequent 
on the prayers “of all the saints” (ver. 3): 
see on ch. vi. to. When the priest had 
offered the incense in the Temple service, 
and had come out and blessed the people, 
the Levites burst forth into song accom- 
panied by the full swell of the Temple 
music, the sound of which say the Rabbins 
could be heard as far as Jericho (Mishna, 
Tamid, iii. 8): see Smith's Dict. of tbe Bible, 
art. Incense, where a reference is suggested 
to this verse. 

Mr. Maurice notes that ver. 2 recalls the 
ministry of the Priests before Jericho ; and 
that vv. 3-5 recall the ministry of the Priests 
in the Tabernacle: * And now the Holy City 
is to be judged ” (p. 140). 


THE SEVEN TRUMPETS (6—xi. 19). 


6. This verse resumes, and corresponds to 
ver. 2. In the Trumpet-judgments, as subse- 
quently in the Vials (ch. xvi.), we are re- 
minded of the plagues of Egypt. ‘The first 
Trumpet reminds us of the seventh plague, of 
hail, Ex. ix. 24 ;—the second, of the frst plague, 
* the waters turned to blood,” Ex. vil. 19, 20 ; 
—the fourth, of the ninth plague, of darkness, 
Ex. x. 21 ;—and the fifth, of the eighth plague, 
of locusts, Ex. x. 12. This similarity was 
pointed out by St. Irenæus (L4dv. Her. iv. 30, 
4, p- 268), who notices how the departure of 
Israel from Egypt was the type of the coming 
forth of the Church from among the Gentiles. 
'This idea is the foundation of the imagery 
here—so far as it exhibits the judgments 
to come on the oppressors, in all times, of the 
people of. God. What the prophet had said 
of the literal Israel, the Evangelist applied to 
Christ—what Hosea (xi.), had spoken of the 
Body, St. Matthew (ii. 15) refers to the Head : 
and now St. John employs the judgments on 
the Egyptian oppressor to symbolize the 
judgments denounced on the enemies of 
Christ's Body—the Church— during the whole 
period of her future conflict with the world. 
That the application is purely figurative is 
indicated by the indefiniteness of the selec- 
tion, neither the number nor the order of the 
plagues of Egypt being observed. “ When 
the Apocalypse was written,’ notes Bishop 


REVELATION. VIII. 


had the seven trumpets prepared 
themselves to sound. 


7 The first angel sounded, and 





Wordsworth, “the Church of Christ was 
persecuted by the power of this world—the 
power of heathen Rome. .... The Church 
of Christ was then in Egypt; the Cæsars 
were her Pharaohs.” We are also to ob- 
serve that the Trumpet-judgments—them- 
selves more intense than the Seals (cf. 
“the fourth part," ch. vi. 8)—return with in- 
creased intensity inthe Vials. Here, only “the 
third part” of men (ch. ix. 18), of the earth, 
of the sea, of the luminaries of heaven, is 
subject to the plagues;—in the Vials, the 
whole Creation. There is no mention now 
of the guilt or the innocence of the sufferers 
(except, perhaps, in ch. ix. 20); in the Vials, 
the plagues are judgments on the ungodly: 
see ch, xvi. 2, 5-7, 9-II, 21. 

So much as to the Vision which follows. 
On its relation to the Vision which precedes, 
Todd (/c., p. 127) writes: * A great number, 
perhaps a majority of commentators, ancient 
and modern, admit the principle that the 
Trumpets are a recapitulation of the Seals ;” 
and he describes the Seals and the Trumpets 
as “the two great parallel Visions of the 
Apocalypse” (zb.p..225). Ebrard considers that, 
like the first four Seals, the first four Trum- 
pets relate to a series of judgments inflicted 
generally on the ungodly, but that single 
events are represented by the last three; and, 
assuming (s. 311) that a relation subsists 
between “ the five months "of ch. ix. 5, and 
the 33 “ times” or “days” of ch, xii. 14 (see 
om ch. vii. 3), he places all the six Trumpets 
before the time of the sealing of converted 
Israel. 

Düsterdieck, who makes the Trumpets 
to follow the opening of the seventh Seal, 
observes: “ The balf-hour's silence in heaven 
is now at an end ; after the fire—the import 
of which is manifested by the threatening 
signs that immediately follow (ver. 5)—has 
been cast upon the earth, the Trumpets 
sound” (s. 304). 


And the seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets] See ver. 2. Vitr. and Hengst. 
compare Josh. vi. 4, and the fall of Jericho. 
“ The /ast trump” (x Cor. xv. 52) suggests the 
idea of successive Trumpets. For the imagery 
here, cf. Joel ii. 1, 15 :—the Trumpet had 
been wont to sound in Zion only for religious 
uses (Num. x.; xxxi. 6; 1 Chron. xy. 24), 
but Joel announces that in Zion itself, the 
“holy mountain of God,” the trumpet was 
to be used for sounds of alarm and fear—cf. 
Jer.iv. 5; Ezek. xxxiii. 1-6; see note A at the 
end of this chapter. “The judgments pre= 
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there followed hail and fire mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon 
the earth: and the third part of trees 





dicted by Joel represent all judgments unto 
the end.”—Pusey, iz loc. 


prepared themselves to sound.| The signal 
had been given by the presenting of the incense 
on the Altar, and the casting of the fire to the 
earth. In a similar manner at ch. ix. 14 the 
loosing of the Angels follows the voice from 
the Altar. 

The Trumpet-Visions are divided into the 
two distinct groups of the first four (ch. viii.), 
and of the last three or * Woe-Trumpets ” 
(ch. ix. 12; ch. xi. 14). Under the first four 
inanimate nature suffers; in the last three the 
judgments fall on men. See Note A on 
ch. ix. 14. 


Tue First TRUMPET (7). 


7. And the first sounded,| (The A. V. 
omits the first And). In the case of this 
Trumpet alone is the word * Angel” omitted— 
see vv. ll. ; in the Vision of the Vials (ch. xvi.) 
it is omitted throughout. Except in the case of 
the sixth Trumpet (ch. ix. 13-15), where the 
Angel is commanded to act, the Angels merely 
announce the coming judgments. In the first 
four Trumpets, as at ch. xiv. 7; xvi. 2-8, the 
visible Creation is represented by its four 
chief divisions—the dry land, the sea, the 
rivers, the luminaries of heaven: see on 
ch. vil. 3. 

Note the allusions, under the Trumpets 
and Vials, to the description of Creation in 
Gen. i. 


and there followed hail and fire, mingled 
with blood,| (See wv. JL). Cf. the note 
on ver. 5:—the participle “mingled,” in the 
neuter plural, refers to both “ bail” and “ fire.” 
Diisterd. explains that the hailstones and balls 
of fire descended in a shower of blood ;—others 
understand lightning and hail ;—“ blood ” is not 
mentioned in Ex. ix. 24, and some take it to 
imply here the destruction of life. The 
connexion of fire with blood recalls the 
imagery of Joel ii. 30, which, as St. Peter 
(Acts ii. 16) declared, began to be ful- 
filled at the Day of Pentecost. ‘The mention 
of * bail" connects this Trumpet with the 
plagues of Egypt ; and suggests the deliverance 
of Israel from bondage, which symbolizes the 
calling of the Church of Christ from the 
world :—see on ver.6. And thusthe Trumpet- 
Visions open, somewhat after the manner of 
the Seal-Visions, with the rise of Christianity 
and its progress amid trials and sufferings. 


and tbey avere cast into the earth:] 
upon,—as in ver. 5. 


Or 
Or “it was cast,” ie., 
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[v. 8. 


was burnt up, and all green grass was 
burnt up. 
8 And the second angel sounded, 





the fire (but see the gender, neuter plural, of 
the participle). 

The "*eartb,' notes Vitringa, signifies in 
the Apocalypse the Roman Empire; the 
* seg ? the barbarous races, as in ch. xii. 12. 


and the third part of the earth was 
burntup,] This addition to the Textus Re- 
ceptus appears in all the uncial MSS. The 
sense seems to be that all in this third 
part is burnt up, except the classes of 
animals and plants afterwards specified. 
The proportion a “ third part” occurs 
throughout most of this Vision—in the first 
four Trumpets (vv. 7-12), and in the sixth 
(ch. ix. 15, 18): it also occurs in ch. xii. 4 
(cf. Ezek. v. 2, 12 ; Zech. xiii. 8, 9). 

The judgments increase in intensity. Un- 
der the fourth Seal (ch. vi. 8) the fourth 
part of the earth is afflicted; here the third 
part; under the Vials (ch. xvi.) a// Creation. 
Further: as in the sixth Seal (ch. vi. 12-16) 
— which represents the fulfilment of our 
Lord's prediction in Matt. xxiv. 29, 30, and 
which brings us to the very eve of the final 
catastrophe—the judgment is universal, on 
all Creation; and as the third part denotes 
but a partial fulfilment, it results that the 
first four Trumpets precede the sixth Seal. 

Among commentators, Words. takes the 
“ third part” to denote simply * a large part.” 
Mede (p. 459) understands St. John as com- 
paring the Roman Empire to the Universe 
whose parts are earth, sea, rivers, sky, stars— 
the Seer denoting by “ the third part” of the 
earth, &c., wherever the phrase occurs, the 
extent of the Empire which embraced the 
third part of the known world (see on ch. xii. 
4): “the third part,’ he adds, is always taken 
“‘partitive” (p. 474),—see on ch. ix. 18. 
According to Elliott, the Empire under Con- 
stantine was divided into three parts; and 
the “third part” in the first four Trumpets 
refers to the Western division, the Eastern 
and the Illyrian (or central) divisions being 
as yet spared:—see Note A at the end of 
ch. ix. 


and the third part of the trees was burnt 
up, TIe., all on that third part; or, it may 
be, the third part of the trees on the whole 
earth, as in ch. ix. 15. ‘The destruction is 
SHE by the fire, not, as in Ex. ix. 25, by the 
ail. 


all green grass] Te., on the whole earth. 
Vitr. explains, * all the grass of the third part 
of the earth "—cf. vv. 10, 12. The general 
import of the desolation under the first 
Trumpet, Bossuet observes, “is vividly repre- 


v. 9.] 


‘and as it were a great mountain burn- 

ing with fire was cast into the sea: 
and the third part of the sea became 
blood ; 





sented by the comparison of a beautiful and 
rich country which is laid waste by hail" 
Many commentators of very different classes 
see in this Trumpet the judgment of war: 
e.g. I. Williams (* The first Trumpet is the 
fall of the blood-polluted Jerusalem") ; —Bengel 
(The wars of Trajan and Hadrian);—Wetstein, 
Herder (* Arma civilia ") ;—Hengst. (“ The 
Scourge of war so far as it respects the oppo- 
sition of the heathen world to Christ ");— 
Words., Elliott (The Gothic invasion of Cent. 
iv. —' this Trumpet is like a retributive 
sequel to the second Seal"). Vitringa un- 
derstands the pestilence and famine under 
Decius and Gallus;—Stern refers to the 
early heresies, and the persecutions in which 
bishops and priests (“the third part of the 
trees”), and all believers (“ al] green grass ”) 
suffered ;—Ebrard considers that the spiritual 
famine is signified, which those countries 
endure where the light of the Reformation 
has not been diffused (s. 582). 

As to the symbolism itself :—By the trees, 
notes Hengst., are denoted the high and 
mighty, according to the established ima- 
gery of the Old Test.; the grass indicates 
the people (Isai. xl. 6, 7); trees and grass 
occur in ch. ix. 4, as a designation of princes 
and subjects: see Introd., § 10, (b). Words. 
sees here “the princely Oaks and tall Cedars 
of the proud dynasty” of the heathen Empire 
whose pomp and glory like “ green grass” is 
to be scorched by the Sun. However we 
interpret, it is to be noted that in the first 
Vial (ch. xvi. 2) it is men who are smitten, not 
the grass and £rees. 

Renan, with other rationalists, refers to 
the fearful storms of the years 63, 68, and 69: 
—" vis fulgurum non alias crebrior," writes 
Tacitus (dan. xv. 47; Hist. i. 3, 18). 


THE SECOND TRUMPET (8-9). 


8. And the second angel sounded,| See on 
Tee 

and as it were a great mountain) In the 
Old Test. a mountain is the type of a great 
kingdom —Zech. iv. 7; cf. Dan. ii. 35; Jer. 
li.25. The words “as it were” denote that 
a literal mountain is not meant :—compare the 
symbolical action in ch. xviii, 21, which rests 
on Jer. li. 63. The healing and life-diffusing 
stream of Ezek. xlvii, 8, 9, which is the source 
of the image here, forms the contrast to 
the burning and death-bringing mountain 
(Hengst.). 

was cast into tbe sea:] Compare ch. vi. 14: 
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9 And the third part of the crea- 
tures which were in the sea, and had 
life, died; and the third part of the 
ships were destroyed, 





see also Ps. xlvi. 2; Matt. xxi 2r. The 
image is that of a volcano, *a burnt moun- 
tain” (Jer. li. 25). Referring to St. John's 
position in Patmos, Dean Stanley (see Introd., 
$ 4) writes: *'The extraordinary aspect of 
Thera (the modern Santorin), even when its 
volcanic fires were dormant, may well have fur- 
nished this image,”—/.c., p. 230. "The results 
which now follow also signify that this de- 
scription is figurative. Some, however (e.g. 
Stuart, Düsterd.), understand the natural 
result of a meteor cast down from heaven, 
which now causes putrescence in the sea. 

and the third part of the sea became blood ;] 
Cf. the first plague of Egypt, Ex. vii. 19, &c., 
which is the original of this description; 
although, as Stuart observes, “the image of 
the burning mountain is new, and appropriate 
to John.” Several applications of the pro- 
phecy are founded on this idea. The vol- 
canic mountain, withering with its lava all 
around, is Imperial Rome uprooted by the 
barbarians—its solid mass dissolved into a 
swelling sea agitated by the winds and waves 
of revolutions. So Bengel, who notes that 
from Patmos Europe appeared to St. John en-. 
compassed by the “ sea ” ;—thus, too, Words. 
and others. The sea, according to Hengst., 
symbolizes the world and the nations (ch. 
xiii. r; xvii r5); and, combined with the 
burning mountain, denotes that an apostate 
world—not exclusively the Roman Empire 
—shall be punished by war and conquest. 
According to I. Williams, the “ mountain” 
is the Church of Christ * cast into the sea ” 
of the nations (Matt. xxi. 21) by the prayer 
of faith, amidst the conflagrations of Jeru- 
salem. Accordingly the Angel of the Cove- 
nant in ch. x. 2, 5 “ stands on the earth and the 
sea,” intimating that Christ's kingdom is estab- 
lished, embracing both Jew and Gentile 
(p. 146). 

9. and there died the third part of 
the creatures which were in the ses] 
‘This may mean the third part of the creatures 
in all the whole extent of the seas; or perhaps, 
all in that third part which this Trumpet 
affects—death following naturally, as in Ex. 
vii. 21 (see on ver. 7). 

[even] they that had life;] Gr. “ bad 
souls"—viz. “the living creatures”: cf. ch. 
xvi. 3; Gen. i. 30 (the nom., in irregular ap- 
position, refers to “creatures” in the gen. 
plur.; cf. ch. ii. 20; iii. 12). From the mention 
of the earth, the sea the trees in ch. vii. 3, Alf. 
infers that the place of the first two Trumpet- 
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10 And the third angel sounded, 
and there fell a great star from 
heaven, burning as it were a lamp, 
and it fell upon the third part of the 
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rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters ; 

II And the name of the star is 
called Wormwood: and the third 





plagues “must be sought affer that sealing : " 
but this assumes that the “ Sealing ” is one 
act, once for all performed—see on ch. vii. 3. 

Writers usually allegorize here, and see in 
this Trumpet the signal of war:—e.g. Grotius, 
Vitringa, Bengel, Stern. In like manner 
Hengst. interprets, by the light of Matt. xxiv 
7, all the Trumpet-Visions except the last 
as signifying war. He understands the sea to 
mean “the sea of the world,” in the sense of 
ch. xvii. 15—the death of the living creatures 
in it signifying the death of men, and the 
ships symbolizing communities in towns and 
villages. Words. (see on ver. 8) writes :— 
“They, who, amid the judgments that came 
upon Rome, clung to their mere animal life 
(vuxm), died in body and soul.” 


and the third part of the ships was des- 
troyed.] By the destruction of “ ships” Words. 
understands the destruction of the instru- 
ments of commerce and luxury (cf. Isai. 
ii. 16)—Treferring here to Alaric’s attack on the 
Roman arsenal at Ostia ; see Gibbon, ch. xxxi. 
Similarly, Elliott refers to the destruction of 
the navies of Rome by the Vandals. The 
“ living creatures," notes Stern, are men living 
in the sea of this world :—“ the sips” mean 


` primarily, little states, which, together with 


the fiery power of the Roman Empire, are 
engulphed in the “ sea” of the nations; and 
secondarily, Christian churches, ruined by 
the Arian heresy, inasmuch as the entire 
Church is typified by a s4ip (Luke v. 1-10). 


Tue THIRD TRUMPET (10-11). 


10. and there fell from heaven a great 
star, burning as atorch,] (On the word 
“torch” cf ch. iv. 5; John xviii. 3). L e. 
falling as a meteor which falls as it shines, 
and only shines in falling: see on ch. ix. r. 
A Star, in the Apoc., is the symbol of a ruler 
— see ch. i. 20; vi r3; &c. The Star does 
not appear in the third Vial (ch. xvi. 4):— 
no Star alleviates that darkness. “ It is ‘ the 
Star’ of the Apocalypse, the Angel of the 
Church falling from Christ’s hand or keep- 
ing ;—the corruption of Divine truth ;—heresy 
turning the waters of Baptism into the 
‘wormwood’ of death ” (I. Williams). And 
so Words. explains: “A luminary of the 
Church. .. .. A fallen Star is emblematic 
of a false teacher;"—and he refers to the 
temporal results seen *in the fury of the 
Asiatic Monophysites, of the African Circum- 
cellions, of the Arian Vandals under Genseric, 
A.D. 417.” “In the Seals,” he observes, 


“heresy is represented as a trial of the 
Church and as a severe suffering to be 
endured by her (ch. vi. 5, 6). In the Trum- 
pets, heresy is treated as a judgment inflicted 
on men for sin, and brought upon them by 
themselves." 


and it fell upon tbe tbird part of tbe rivers,] 
Elliott sees in this Trumpet Attila, *the 
scourge of God” (A.D. 450), during whose 
invasion “all the river and fountain waters of 
the Western Empire (‘the third part of the 
waters’) became, as it were, deadly as worm- 
wood.” Renan, unable to find a literal event 
of the time corresponding to this Vision, re- 
fers to the foolish popular tales (“inepties”) 
with which Tacitus fills his pages.—4 c., 

.395. Alford mentions, “as an illustration,” 
* the deadly effect of strong spirituous drinks." 
See Note A at the end of chapter ix. i 

and upon the fountains of the waters ;] Ver. 
11 seems to imply the third part of the foun- 
tains; but cf. “ all green grass,” Ver. 7, and 
see ver. 12. “ The fire with which the great 
Star burns is the fire of wrath, war, and 
plunder ” (Hengst.). 

Under the second and third Trumpets, as - 
under the second and third Vials (ch. xvi.), 
“ the sea,” and “the rivers and the fountains of 
the waters” are included under what are 
described generally in the narrative of the 
second and third Days of Creation as “ the 
avaters under the heaven.” ‘These waters are 
defined by a common name, “ Seas,” in Gen. 
i ro. One symbol is thus presented here 
under żwo aspects; and the distinction be- 
tween these two aspects consists in the dis- 
tinction between the judgments signified. In 
the one case the living “ creatures which were 
in the sea;” in the other “men” perish :—see 
VU. 9, II. 


11. Wormwood:]| The Artemisia absinthium 
of botanists—of frequent use as a medicine 
among the ancients, see Pliny, H. N., xxvii. 
28 (Heb. nxy», /aanáb ; LXX. mixpia, xoh, 
ddvvn, dvdykn. In Prov. v. 4, Aquilarendersby ` 
dyrivÓvov). “The Orientals typified sorrows, 
cruelties, and calamities of any kind by plants 
of a poisonous or bitter nature. . . . Kitto 
(Phys. Hist. of Palestine, 215) enumerates ` 
four kinds of wormwood as found in Pales- 
tine— Artemisia nilotica, A. Judaica, A. fruti- 
cosa, and A. cinerea... . The Hebrew /aanáb 
is doubtless generic."—Smith's Dict. of the 
Bible. The word is used metaphorically in 
the Old 'Test.—in Deut. xxix. 18, of the | 
idolatry of Israel; in Jer. ix. 15; xxiii. 15; 


Werte] 


| part of the waters became wormwood ; 
and many men died of the waters, 

because they were made bitter. 
12 And the fourth angel sounded, 
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and the third part of the sun was 
smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the 
stars; so as the third part of them 





Lam. iii. r5, 19, of calamity and sorrow; in 
Amos v. 7, unrighteous judges “turn judg- 
ment to wormwood)?’ (The gender, usually 
fem., is here assimilated to that of ó dorjp, 
see vv, I) 


and the third part of the waters] See vv. 
ll.:— the Textus Receptus omits “of the 
waters.” 


became wormwood ;] I.e., bitter as worm- 
wood. ‘The name, describing the nature of 
the Star, declares (as the name “ Death” in 
ch. vi. 8) its effect, viz. causing Aifferness— 
cf. Heb. xii. 15. 


and many men] See vv. ll. Gr.“many of 
the men,” or, “of mankind"—a phrase 
found only here: cf. ch. ix. 20. 

died of the waters,| The prep. (èk) denoting 
whence the result proceeded,—“ by reason 
ESEC VET. $3 > CIE 1x: 25 XV EO) TT. 

In these judgments, as in the Seals, blow 
follows blow. In this case, men; under the 
previous Trumpet, the creatures which were 
in the sea, perish. 


because they were made bitter.] It is plainly 
irrelevant to discuss whether wormwood is, 
in its nature, a deadly poison or not: it 
denotes here, as in the Old Test., a noxious 
influence. The application to the history of 
heresy “which corrupts and embitters the 
pure springs of Scripture—the fountains of 
truth ” (Lightfoot, Stern), is usual: see above. 
The contrast also which this plague presents 
to the sweetening the waters of Marah, Ex. 
XV. 23-25 (cf. 2 Kings ii. 19-21), is often dwelt 
upon. 


THE FOURTH TRUMPET (12). 


12. And the fourth angel sounded,| ‘This 
‘Trumpet corresponds to the ninth Egyptian 
plague of. “ darkness,’ Ex. x. 21; and we 
pass from visitations upon the elements of 
earth, to judgments in the firmament of 
heaven. 

and the third part of the stars; that the 
third part of them should be darkened, and 
the day should not shine] Or, if the 
verb is accentuated as a passive, “should 
not appear ”—see vv. //; and cf. ch. xviii. 
23. 

for the third part of it] T.e., during the 
third part of the day there was to be total 
darkness — cf. ch. vi. 12; Matt. xxiv. 29. 
Here we have one of the many proofs of the 
principle of “ Recapitulation" : this Trumpet 


is clearly not subsequent to the sixth Seal, 
when the whole “sun became black as sack= 
cloth "—see on ver. 7. 

Bengel, Ziillig, Stuart explain that the 
luminaries being shorn of one third part of 
their brightness, a sombre gloom would be 
diffused over the earth. 


and the night in like manner] Le., 
either perfect darkness during a third part 
of the night; or the partial darkness arising 
from the third part of the moon and stars 
having been obscured. Hengst., as before, 
thinks that war is meant, the darkness import- 
ing trouble and distress ;—and so symbolical 
interpreters generally, according to whom 
this Trumpet denotes the confusion of nations 
or the obscuring of spiritual truth. ‘Thus: 
the sun, writes I. Williams (p. 292), is the 
symbol of our Lord in the Incarnation; 
its being smitten here is the withdrawal of 
Christ’s light in the spiritual darkness which 
preceded Mohammedanism ; after heresy 
follows infidelity; yet the faith is but par- 
tially eclipsed—the sun, the moon, and the 
stars are not fallen, they are still in heaven. 
Similarly Stern, who adds to the rise of 
Mohammedanism, the separation of the Eas- 
tern and Western Churches. 

In the exposition of the first four Trumpets 
we meet with illustrations of the various 
schools of interpreters :— 

I. The judgments are /iteral/—affecting, 
like the plagues of Egypt, inanimate nature. 
(2) ** Preterists,” and Rationalists refer all to the 
times before the Apocalypse was written: e.g. 
Renan (p. 395), refers the fourth Trumpet 
either to the numerous eclipses about A.D. 68 
(Tac., Ann., xv. 47 ; Hist., i. 86), or to the re- 
markable storm of January 10, A.D. 69 (Tac., 
Hist.,1.18 ; Plut., Galba, 23). (b) “ Futurists,” 
such as ‘Todd and De Burgh also regard 
these judgments as /itera/ visitations which 
are “to usher in the great tribulation of the 
latter times;” and so Bisping and Burger. 
Bleek only differs by understanding a general 
poetical description, borrowed from the Old 
Test., of great natural convulsions to be con- 
nected with or to precede the Lord’s Coming. 

IL The judgments are symbolical—they 
refer to the history of the Church: and (a) to 
the Aeresies which opposed her teaching. 
Thus De Lyra sees in these four ‘Trumpets the 
heresies of Arius, Macedonius, Pelagius, Euty- 
ches;—Luther sees here Tatian, Marcion, 
Origen, Novatus. (4) Again on the “ His- 
torical” system Mede explains the four by 
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was darkened, and the day shone not 
for a third part of it, and the night 
likewise. 

13 And I beheld, and heard an 
angel flying through the midst of 
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the events of the Empire from Theodosius 
the Great (A.D 395) to the humiliation of 
Rome by the Exarchate. (c) Vitringa com- 
bines (a) and (4) interpreting the first Trumpet 
of the wars of Alexander Severus ; the second, 
of the Gothic invasion ; the third, of Arianism ; 
the fourth, of the overthrow of the Roman 
Empire—see also Note A at end of ch. ix. 
III. Düsterdieck, who rejects the sym- 
bolical interpretation, considers that as Matt. 
xxiv. 6-8 is related to ver. 29, so are the 
Seals to the first four Trumpets which, fol- 
lowing the sixth Seal, announce new tokens 
of the coming end :—see, however on ver. 7. 


THE THREE WOES (13-ch. xi. 14). 


13. This verse introduces the last three 
of these judgments, or the Three Woe- 
'Trumpets :— 


And lsaw, and I heard an eagle] See 
vv. Il. Gr. “one eagle"—cf. ch. xvii. 21; 
xix. 17 (on the indefinite sense of the nu- 
meral, see Winer, s. 106). Some suggest “a 
sin gle” or “solitary eagle" St. John be- 
holds in his Vision a literal eagle (cf.the Altar 
which speaks, ch. xvi. 7), whose cry as it flies 
on its prey (cf. Hab. i. 8) is here employed to 
announce the coming Woes: this considera- 
tion renders not unsuitable Ebrard's reference 
to Matt. xxiv. 28. Ebrard sees in “the great 
eagle” of ch. xii. 14, and the flight to the 
wilderness there described, a reference to this 
place : he also suggests that the reading of the 
A. V., “an Angel,” has arisen from a tran- 
scriber’s “correction” of the text here, in 
imitation of ch. xiv. 6. Herder understands 
the eagle of the Roman Legions ;—Hofmann 
thinks that the resemblance between the 
Greek term for * woe" (ovai) and the scream 
of an eagle suggested this symbol to St. John ; 
—Hengst. that the Eagle is named here in 
contrast to the Dove in John i. 32;—Stern, 
Stuart, De Wette explain by an Angel in the 
form of an eagle ;—De Lyra, and I. Williams 
see St. John himself;—Zeger, St. Paul;— 
Words. writes: “ One eagle. This oneness marks 
a special messenger . . . probably Christ Him- 
self, who is called ‘the great eagle, ch. xii. 
14, cf. Deut. xxxii. 11, 12.” Victorinus 
reads “an Angel,” whom he takes to mean 
the Holy Ghost speaking by St. John, as he 
had spoken by Malachi (iv. 5) of Elijah (see 
on ch. vii. 2);—Elliott (as Joachim formerly) 
takes the “ Angel” to be Pope Gregory the 


[eur 


heaven, saying with a loud voice, 
Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of 
the earth by reason of the other voices 
of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound! 





Great protesting against. the title “ Universal 
Bishop ;"—Züllig also rejects the authority of 
MSS. and of Versions, and maintains the read- 
ing “an Angel” whose successor is che Angel 
of ch. x. 1. 

fying in mid-heaven,] “The meridian," 
found in the N. T. only here and in ch. xiv. 
6; xix. 17:—clear as the sun at noon, and 
visible to all. From ch. xix. 17 Züllig argues 
that the space midway between the earth and 
the concave of the sky is meant. 

saying with a great voice] Three judg- 
ments more awful still—those of the three 
Woe-Trumpets—are now announced: see 
ch. ix. 12; Xi. T4; 

Woe, woe, woe, for them that dwell on 
the earth,| (See vv. II. :—ovai is also followed 
by the accusative in ch. xii. 12). Woe for 
the ungodly world as distinguished from 
the Church: see on ch. iii. 10; vi. 1o ; and 
Words. concludes that, however terrible the 
remaining judgments may be, the Church, 
“who is not of the earth," is here assured 
of the Divine protection—cf. Ps. xci. 4. On 
the other hand, Mede (p. 466) explains that - 
the Christian inhabitants of the Roman world 
had given themselves over to idolatry while the 
first four Trumpets were sounding ; and that 
this sin, added to the previous slaughter of 
the martyrs, now draws down a more grievous 
punishment in the remaining Trumpets: this 
punishment of idolatry he infers from ch. ix. 
20. So too, in effect, Elliott. 


by reason of the other voices| For the 
prep., see on ver. II. 


of tbe trumpet] Bengel takes the singular 
distributively ; —D üsterd. explains that one idea 
is common to the voices, viz. that each pro- 
ceeds from a Trumpet. 


of the three angels who are yet to sound.| 
As three Trumpets remain, each is named 
a Woe”—see ch. ix. 12; xi. 14. What 
follows will indicate, observes Bossuet, that 
the Seven Vials are connected by the “ Three 
Woes” with the Trumpets, as the Seven 
Trumpets are connected with the Seals. A 
terrible cry, ringing through the air, de- 
nouncing calamity, is signified by the “Woes,” 
as in Ezek. ii. 1o. 

Bengel’s interpretation is that the “ Woes” 
extend over the earth from Persia to Italy and 
the West. In this space lies Patmos, whence 
St. John beholds the Eagle. The “ Woes” are 
not found in the first four Trumpets, nor in 
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.the Seven Epistles, nor in the Seals, nor in 
the Vials. The frst“ Woe” is contained in 
ch. ix. 1—11 ; the second:in ch. ix. 13-21; the 
third( touched on but not described in ch. xi. 18) 
is unfolded in ch. xiii., having been previously 
indicated in ch. xii. 12, “ Woe to the earth and 
sea” —words added to the announcements of 
the first and second “ Woes.” 

In the remarks on ver. 6 the symbolical 
character of the first four Trumpets has been 
indicated ; as well as the relation of the judg- 
ments announced by them to the never- 
ceasing conflict of the Church with the world. 
On the principle of “ Recapitulation” the 
‘Trumpets follow, from the very first, a course 





parallel to the Seals; and, while they set 
forth calamities more intense than the Seals, 
they are themselves succeeded by a class of 
judgments still more intense represented by 
the Vials. The three Trumpets also which re- 
main present to the Seer, in the three ** Woes,” 
judgments far more formidable than any which 
had gone before. 

The first four Trumpets announce plagues 
inflicted immediately by Divine power; the 
remaining three—at least the fifth and sixth 
—are inflicted by the agency of the Spirits of 
the Abyss: for the seventh, see Bengel above. 
The first four Trumpets precede the sixth 
Seal: see on vv. 7, 12. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. VIII. 


NOTE A ON VER. I—THE SILENCE IN 
HEAVEN. 


Many interpretations have been given of the 
* silence in heaven: "—'T he * Silence” is “the 
type of the patience of the saints, a symbol 
of the Church's peace [on earth] when her 
triumph is assured" (Vitr.);—*a transition 
merely to new events" (Züllig, who com- 
pares Ex. xiv. 13) ;—the “silence in heaven,” 
according to Hengst., “in reality belongs to 
the earth ;"—in like manner N. de Lyra sees 
here a prediction of the decree of the Em- 
peror Julian which imposed “ silence” on the 
Christians “tam in Ecclesia quam in militia 
academia et scholis.” 

Elliott explains the Aalf hour to mean 
the sort interval between the death of 
Theodosius (A.D. 395) and the rising of the 
barbarian hordes ;—Bengel too (on his chro- 
nological system, see Introd. § 11, (4), IV.) 
understands four common days, or rather half 
a week ;—Ebrard also compares the short 
space of three and a half days (ch. xi. 11) of 
which short space the half-hour here is the 
168th part;—and so Arethas (im loc., ap. 
Cramer). On the other hand Vitringa takes 
the half-hour to mean the Jong state of peace 
(“per longum temporis intervallum”) which 
the Church is to enjoy under the seventh Seal ; 
—Lange understands the Millennium. Ona 
different system, Mr. E. King (Morsels of 
Criticism, vol. ii. p. 79), places the half- 
hour between the seventh Seal and the first 
Trumpet as a period of ‘‘twenty-five years 
precisely, from 312 to 337; and then began 
the storm of hail.” 

Hengst. takes the “ Silence” itself to mean 
“the dumb astonishment” of the enemies of 
Christ, Matt. xxiv. 30 (cf. Hab. ii. 20; Zeph. 
i. 7; Zech. ii. 13). Diisterd. (after C. à Lap.) 
understands the expectancy of the dwellers 
. in heaven looking for the catastrophe of the 


last Seal, the “ stupor ccelitum ” suitable to the 
requirements *ornatüs et dramatice scenz;" 
—Ebrard, who rejects the principle of * Re- 
capitulation,” refers to ch. iv. 8, where the 
Four Living Beings, the symbol of living 
Creation, sing praise night and day ; under- 
standing by this discontinuance of their song, 
the indication of some awful event approach- 
ing. Nature is about to be convulsed, and 
Creation ceases its strain of praise. 


NOTE B ON VER. 2— THE TRUMPET. 


The word used in Joel (b\w, shophar) 
is not that used in Num. x. 2 (mayin) 
chatsotserah)—the straight trumpet as seen on 
the arch of Titus; the shophar, or “ cornet” 
(shawm, P. B. version of Ps. xcviii. 6 where 
both words are found), being regarded by 
many as of pastoral origin, and derived from 
* the ram's horn" (Josh. vi. 5). So St. Jerome 
on Hos. v. 8: “ Buccina pastoralis est et 
cornu recurvo efficitur unde et proprie He- 
braice sophar, Grece keparivn appellatur." 
On the other hand, Credner takes the chats- 
otserah, and the shophar to be the same in- 
strument (Joel, s. 164, &c.); see too Note A, 
on Josh. vi. 4. They are held to be different 
by Winer (Bibl. Real WWB., art. Musik. 
Instr.), The shophar is the signal-trumpet of 
the Jubile, Lev. xxv. 9, 10; the war-trumpet 
Ot Job xxxix. 255 Jer, ty 5s e 


NOTE C ON VER. 3.— THE WORD RENDERED 
* CENSER." 


This term, ó AJuBaverós, is thus defined by 
Grimm (Lex. Gr. Lat. in N. T): “ (1) apud 
profanos thus, ek rod Aw8ávov destillans (1 
Chr. ix. 29; Hdt, Menand., Eurip., Plat., 
Diod., Hdian., al.) ; (2) zburibulum (ap. pro- 
fanos 7 AuSaverís). The word is found 
only in r Chron. ix. 29, where it certainly 
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means the frankincense itself; and in Rev. 
viii. 3, 5, where the context requires the 
meaning “ censer.” On the Hebrew term, 
mab, Gesenius notes: “ Gr. AiBavos, MBa- 
verós) thus, Lev. ii. 1, 15; V. I1; XXIV. 7; 
Num. v. 15; Isai. lx. 6, à colore albo dictus,” 
&c.:—A(Bavos is used to signify “frankin- 
cense”! in ch. xviii. 13. The term nnno (LXX. 


1 « Frankincense,” said to be so called from 
its liberal distribution of odour, the gum-resin 
olibanum, is the produce of the Boswellia thu- 
rifera, and is imported from the Levant.— 
Brande and Cox, Dict. of Science, 
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rò mupeiov), rendered “ firepans" in Ex. xxvii. 3, 
is rendered “ censers" in Lev. x. 1 ; xvi. 12 ; 
Num. iv. 14; xvi 6, &c. These seem to 
have been shallow metal vessels, which served 
to burn small quantities of incense, or for 
other purposes (e. g. szuff-disbes, Ex. xxv. 38, 
LXX. imoÜéuara; in Ex. xxxvii 23, éma- 
puorpis, ie., “ a vessel for pouring liquids,” esp. 
oil into a lamp). The employment of this 
utensil to carry burning embers from “the 
Brasen Altar” to the Altar of Incense seems 
to furnish “ their only claim to the name of 
censers. See on Num. xvi. 6;” cf. the note 
on Ex. xxvii. 3,—and also note A on ch. v. 8. 





CHAPTER IX. 


1 At. the sounding of the fifth angel, a star 
falleth from heaven, to whom is given the key 
of the bottomless pit. 2 He openeth the pit, 
and there come forth locusts like scorpions. 
12 The first woe past. 13 The sixth trumpet 


soundeth. 
were bound. 


ND the fifth angel sounded, and 

I saw a star fall from heaven 

unto the earth: and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit. 


14 Four angels are let loose, that 
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CHAP. IX. THE FIFTH TRUMPET (1-11). 


1. And the fifth ange!| Announces the first 
‘W oe—see ch. viii. 13. 


a star from heaven fallen] Not falling, 
but saving already fallen—the part. perf. 
active ; cast down as in ch. vi. 13, not descend- 
ing voluntarily asin ch. xx. 1. This Star, like 
the Star of ch, viii. ro, belongs to the imagery 
of this Vision, and represents typically that 
what follows results from the Divine com- 
mand. 

According to Reuss, this verse presents 
the most recent trace of the antique Semitic 
mythology—see Judges v. 20. 


unto tbe earth:| Not upon the rivers, as in 
ch. viii, 10 :—the prep. is eis as in ch. viii. 5, 7. 

and there was given to bim] Here, as 
in ch. i. 20, the personal import of the Star is 
implied. In the Old Testament conception 
of “the host of heaven,” a Star and an Angel 
are kindred ideas—Job xxxviii. 7; Ps. ciii. 
20, 21, and some personal agent of the 
divine justice is evidently intended. We 
can hardly understand, with Andreas, Bengel, 


Bleek, De Wette, ‘a good Angel’ (cf. ch. 
xx. 1). The analogy of Isai. xiv. 12; Luke 
x. 18 (cf. Rev. xii. 9) suggests that an evil 
angel is described—so Arethas, Beda, Vitr., 
Todd, Alf., &c. He is Satan himseif accord- 
ing to Tertullian (Hermog. c. 11) ;—ac- 
cording to Words. “a Christian Teacher” 
is to be understood (ch. i. 16, 20; viii. 10), 
representing *the heretical apostasy of some 
who were designed to be Lights in the 
Church ; "—* Hell," notes Bossuet, * does not 
open itself; it is always some false teacher 
that sets it open.” De Lyra sees in the Star the 
Emperor Valens ;—Elliott sees Mohammed; 
—Volkmar, “the demon Nero.” Not content 
with the symbolical meaning of “a Star” 
(Introd. § ro, a, note”), Hengst. adds that the 
giving to bim the “key” “shows that the 
appearance of the Star was intermingled with 
that of the human form.” With reference to 
the character of this “ Woe,” he observes that 
the absence of all individual features shows that 
this “Ruler” is no single historical personage, 
buta whole series of real persons. And so, 
regarding war as the judgment inflicted in all 
the Trumpets, Hengst. adds: ‘‘ The last great - 


v. 2—3.] 


2 And he opened the bottomless 
pit; and there arose a smoke out of 
the pit, as the smoke of a great fur- 
nace; and the sun and the air were 





embodiment of this Star was Napoleon ; but he 
shall not remain the last." 

It has been observed that here, as under 
the third Trumpet (ch. viii. 10), it is not said 
to be “a Star of heaven,” but that his fall is 
Jrom thence as of one unduly exalted. 


the key| Given by Christ Who holds the 
key (ch. i. 18):—permission is now given to 
let loose the demon host. The “ kep” is the 
symbol of authority—see on ch. iii. 7. 


of the pit] “Deep shaft" or “well” 
(ppéap),—cf. Luke xiv. 5; John iv. 11, 12. 


of the abyss.] An adjective of two termi- 
nations, and signifying “ bottomless ? — in 
Scripture it is used as a fem. subst. (7 @Buacos, 
scil. xópa), as in Rom. x. 7. It is the equivalent 
in the LXX. of the word (7e5ó») rendered 
“ the deep" in Gen. i. 2 :—cf. “ the depths of 
the earth,” Ps. lxxi. 20. Here, and in vv. 2, 
II; Ch. xi. 7; xvii. 8; xx. I, 3, it denotes the 
abode of the Devil and his angels—their 
present abode, perhaps (see Luke viii. 31), 
as distinguished from “the lake of fire? ch. 
xx. 1o. Ebrard, on ch. xx. 1, thinks that no 
literal locality is meant, but a symbol of the 
limits assigned by God to Satan’s power, 
from the date of his fall to the Last Judg- 
ment :—Satan is here permitted to exert his 
full influence upon men; and so St. Augustine 
(De Civ. Dei, xx. 7) says of the Abyss, “ Quo 
nomine significata est multitudo mnumera- 
bilis impiorum.” ‘The fifth Seal and the fifth 
Trumpet both belong to the invisible world 
—the one to the domain of heaven, the other 
to the world of darkness, See on ch. xi. 7. 


THE First WOE (2-11). 


2. And he opened .tbe pit of the abyss;] 
Thus, notes Ebrard (see on ver. 1), is explained 
Satan’s appearance in ch. xii. 3. (Some good 
authorities omit these words—see vv. //.). 

On the rationalistic scheme, the phenomena 
exhibited in *the volcanic centre of the Bay 
of Naples” suggested the symbolism here 
and in ch. xix. 20; XX. Io, 14, “ten years 
before Nature, by a singular coincidence, re- 
opened the crater of Vesuvius." — Renan, 
Ppp. 330-335. 

and there went up a smoke out of the pit,] 
C£ Gen. xix. 28 ; Ex. xix. 18. We may, per- 
haps, with Hengst., take the smoke to denote 
a hellish spirit which penetrates to the earth 
(cf. ch. xvi. 13)—a contrast to “the smoke 
of the incense” in ch. viii, 4. 


REVELATION, IX. 


darkened by reason of the smoke of 
the pit. 

3 And there came out of the 
smoke locusts upon the earth: and 





and tbe sum and tbe air avere darkened by 
reason of the smoke of tbe pit. (On the 
preposition ek, cf. ch. viii. 1r, 13.) 

Diisterd. thinks that zwo results follow :— 
both the sun and the air are darkened, and 
not oze of them only (Bengel); the air is 
darkened as the consequence of the obscured 
sun. Bochart(Hieroz., ii. p. 495) suggests as 
the source of this symbolism the fires which 
husbandmen kindle in order to destroy locusts. 
Vitr., Eichhorn, Züllig, Volkmar refer to the 
dense clouds of locusts which impede the 
sunlight :—so it befell Egypt (Ex. x. 15). 

Mede's interpretation (p. 467) has found 
favour with many :—The smoke is Moham- 
medanism which covered with a new darkness 
the world already illumined by the Sun of 
Righteousness. And so Words. :—Heretical 
teachers (“the Star”) caused the opening of 
the Abyss; and Mohammedanism owes its 
origin to heresies, schisms, and corruptions 
in Christendom; “all the features of this 
Vision attract the mind to Arabia. J. 
Williams also notes that this plague does 
not assume a definite character, as in ver. 3, 
until the “foul vapours of idolatry and in- 
fidelity had obscured the Sun of Righteous- 
ness: this plague is not of devastating armies 
only, or of any spread of infidelity, but of 
both combined; under circumstances, too, 
“such as attended the progress of the pro- 
phet-conqueror of Islam " (p. 152). 

The general applicability of this Trumpet 
to Mohammedanism is deserving of notice. 
Even were this to be admitted, the first 
* Woe" would not be exhausted in this one 
application. 


3. And out of the smoke came forth 
locusts upon tbe eartb;| It is to be noted 
that the “smoke” only is said to come up 
* out of the pit,’ while the locusts themselves 
come forth “out of tbe smoke.” ‘These 
words, therefore, do not decide whether a 
demon-host from the Abyss is intended; or 
whether the locusts symbolize a host of hu- 
man warriors, instigated by Satan:—see on 
vv. 5, 11. Literally speaking, locusts are 
noxious creatures from which man has no 
means of defending himself. 

There is much however here which points 
to an outbreak of moral evil, the hellish smoke 
being the veil beneath which the locusts as- 
cend from the Abyss :—cf. the eighth plague 
of Egypt, Ex. x. 12-15. In the description 
of Joel ii. the imagery is taken from the 
flight and inroad of locusts :—“The alle- 
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unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. 

4 And it was commanded them 
that they should not hurt the grass 


REVELATION. IX. 


[v 4. 


of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree; but only those 
men which have not the seal of God 
in their foreheads. 








gory (notes Dr. Pusey ix /oc.) is so complete 
that the prophet compares thern to those things 
which are, in fact, intended under them, war- 
riors, horses, and instruments of war; and 
this the more because neither locusts nor 
armies are exclusively intended. ‘The object 
of the allegory is to describe the order and 
course of'the divine judgments. . . . Won- 
derful image of the judgments of God, Who 
marshals and combines in one, causes each 
unavailing in itself, but working together the 
full completion of His inscrutable will."— 
The Minor Prophets, p. 112. The locust 
(Heb. arbeh, Joel i 4) is the common 
name of a species forming a group or sub- 
genus of the gryllus of Linnzus. ‘They have 
coloured e/ytra (the superior or first pair of 
wings in four-winged insects), and large wings 
disposed in straight fan-like folds, exhibiting 
bright blue, green, or red colours :—see Brande 
and Cox, ‘ Dict. of Science and the notes on 
the Book of Joel. 


and power was given them,] Or au- 
thority, as described in ver. 10. See also 
ver. 19. 


as the scorpions of tbe earth] ‘These words 
imply that these locusts are not of the earth 
(cf. ver. 5), but are possessed of a deadly 
power resembling that of the scorpions referred 
to in Deut. viii. 15.  Scorpion—' A well- 
known Arachnidan articulate, in which no 
spinnerets [organs with which insects form 
their webs] exist at the extremity of the body, 
their place being supplied by a venomous ap- 
paratus. —Brande and Cox, Lc. There is no 
contrast to the so-called sea-scorpions de- 
scribed by Bochart (Hieros.., ii. p. 635). 

The interpretations are various and often 
arbitrary :—The locusts symbolize (1) evil 
spirits (Andreas);—(2) heretics (Beda) ;— 
(3) historical events, e.g. the Roman wars 
in Judæa (Grotius); or the Gothic invasion 
(Vitringa); or the Vandals (Aureolus) ; or the 
Mohammedans (Mede); or “the commence- 
ment of the latter Three Times and a Half, 
the Saracenic Woe,” A.D. 604 (Faber.);— 
(4) events yet unfulfilled, e.g. * verze locuste” 
(the Jesuit Less) ; “literal locusts” although of 
supernatural origin (De Burgh); and similarly 
Todd, who holds that the “Star” is Satan, 
and the locusts evil spirits (perhaps in form 
resembling locusts), whose king is the Angel 
of the Abyss (ver. 11), sent forth by Satan 
against the Jews when restored to Canaan ;— 
(5) restless speculations as to the future (Mau- 
rice);—(6) religious controversies; thus, 


Bullinger and Brightman see in the “ Star” the 
Pope, and in the locusts the mendicant 
orders ; and Scherzer sees in the “ Star ” the 
papacy, and in the locusts the Jesuits. 
The figure of the fallen Star was applied by 
a class of Protestant expositors (e. g. David 
Chyttzus, A.D. 1575) to Pope Gregory the 
Great; and Bellarmine gives an elaborate 
reply (De Rom. Pont., ii. 23). Bellarmine 
himself sees in the “Star " Luther, and in 
the locusts Protestants (Alcasar noting, 
* Nimium honoris Luthero deferri existimo, si 
Apoc." &c. &c.) ;— (7) Bisping, confessing his 
perplexity, assents to the allegorical interpre- 
tation of De Wette who takes the locusts to 
be a type of some unknown judgment which 
intensifies that of Ex. x. 12. 

Mr. Birks (Elem. of Sacred Proph., p. 377) 
takes the locust “ Woe” to illustrate Mr. 
Faber’s “maxim” (Provincial Letters, i. p. 
122) of “ the systematic employment of minia- 
ture in hieroglyphical symbolization ;" “ The 
locusts are a miniature symbol, insects for 
men or invading armies. The time . . . 
therefore is expressed (ver. 5) in a miniature 
form." Dr. Pusey (/oc. cit.) also writes that 
locusts “ are little miniatures of a well-ordered 
army." 

See note A at the end of this chapter. 


4. And it was said unto them that they 
should not hurt the grass of tbe earth,| Like 
literal locusts. of these locusts, therefore, the 
Old. Test. knows nothing—see Ex. x. 15 ; Joel 
ii.3. Cf. the restriction ch. vi. 6; and also 
Ex. ix. 26. (See vv. I): 


neither any green thing, neither any tree,| 
Gr. “neither every green thing, nor 
every tree"—cf. ch. vii. r. This plague is 
to fall upon nothing except the persons of 
men. 


but only such men, as have not the 
seal of God on their forebeads.] (See vv. 
ll). Baptism is “the seal of God” under 
the New Dispensation—cf. Rom. iv. 11; . 
Eph. iv. 3o. As to the immunity of the 
Sealed (ch. vii. 3) from a// the impending 
calamities, see the remarks introductory to 
ch. vii. 'The present verse, at the most, 
merely proves that the Sealed are not to 
suffer from the locusts which come up from 
the Abyss. Alf.employs this consideration to 
set aside the application of this Trumpet to 
Mohammedanism : “ It is surely too much to 
say that [all God's elect escaped scathless from 
the Turkish sword." Elliott, who so inter- : 


v 5] 


5 And to them it was given that 
they should not kill them, but that 
they should be tormented five months: 


prets it, refers to the command of the Koran 
enforced by Abubeker in his invasion of Syria 
(A.D. 632): * Destroy no palm trees, nor 
burn any field of corn. Cut down no fruit 
trees,” &c.— Gibbon, ch. li. According to the 
symbolical school of interpreters, the trees in 
ch. vii. r, 3, correspond to the kings and 
noblesin ch. vi. 15;—trees and grass in ch. 
viii. 7 correspond to princes and subjects, the 
high and the lowly: and so here. That 
all suffer from this plague except the Sealed 
shows, notes Hengst., that the Sealed of the 
Tribes of Israel in ,ch. vii. comprehend all 
believers :—see on ch. vii. 4. 


5. And it was given them that they 
should not kill them,| T.e., that the locusts 
should not kill the unsealed ; as is also evident 
from what follows, and from ver. 6. Phy- 
sical evil is not now the judgment, but the 
outburst of moral evil. This latter is the 
plague of the fifth Trumpet. 


but that they should be tormented] That 
the unsealed should be tormented. (See 
vv. /l,; the indic. fut. follows iva, as in ver. 
4: Cf: the use of both the infin. and the fut. 
in ch. vi. 4—see Introd. § 7, IV., £) 

Wordsworth notes that the Mohammedan 
persecution differed from that of ancient 
heathen Rome which martyred Christians as 
such, in that the duty prescribed by the 
Koran was merely to subject Jews and 
Christians, if they refused'to profess Islamism, 
to many disabilities (see Gibbon, 7. c., ch. li.). 
During the seventh and eighth centuries the 
Saracens in Asia, Syria, and North Africa, did 
not persecute the Christian inhabitants on ac- 
count of their faith if they paid the tribute, 
but there were many occasions for arbitrary 
oppression, cruelty and insult. Cf on ver. 
4. “Mohammed,” writes Gieseler, “was at 
first tolerant towards other religions (Sura 
ii. and v.). At a later period, by the ninth 
Sura, he made a religious war a duty, in 
order to root out idolatry and make Jews 
and Christians tributary " (Kirchen-Gesch., i. 
S. 723). Mede's explanation is that while the 
Saracens ravaged the Roman Empire they 
were unable to capture either Rome or Con- 
stantinople;—or, as Elliott (after Bishop New- 
ton) notes, could not annihilate the Christian 
body politic, but were repulsed time after 
time, both in East and West. i 

Burger understands literal armies as- 
sembled in preparation for war. As yet they 
do not “kill; but they “ torment” and 
harass the land in which thẹy are encamped : 
—see on ver. 16. 


New Test —VoL. IV: 


REVELATION. IX. 


and their torment was as the tor- 
ment of a scorpion, when he striketh 
a man. 





Jive montbs :] A period repeated in ver. 1o, 
and generally taken to be a feature of the 
symbolism of this passage—locusts being 
popularly believed to continue their ravages 
from April to September (Bochart, ii. 495). 
Others perceive a reference, in the number 
Jive, to the number of this Trumpet :—cf. 
on ch. vi 8. In either way of regarding it, 
this period of “jive months” would signify 
an indefinite, but comparatively brief dura- 
tion. To settle the chronology here, Bishop 
Newton considers the greatest difficulty of all :— 
to Mr. G. S. Faber, it appears an “ easy task.” 

The following are among the interpreta- 
tions given :— 

(1) On the * Year-day " theory, 5 x 30 = 
150 mystic days = 150 common years: ac- 
cordingly the “ five months” signify the du- 
ration (4) of the Gothic rule [it may be 
perhaps fve common years, one, under Alaric, 
and four under Ataulphus] (Vitringa) ;— 
(4) of Arianism (Calov.);—(c) of the Sara- 
cenic devastation of the Empire, from A.D. 830 
to A.D. 980; and it may be, as this period 
occurs again in ver. 1o, that it is to be taken 
twice, aS 300 years, viz. from the rise of the 
Abasside Caliphate, A.D. 750, to the capture 
of Bagdad by Togral Beg, A.D. 1055 (Mede). 
[Sir I. Newton counts these 300 years from 
A.D. 637 to A.D. 936, five months at Da- 
mascus, and fve at Bagdad.] Mede however 
is obliged to add five years in order to obtain 
the duration of the rule ofthe Caliphs : and he 
isfollowed, with variations, by Daubuz, Bishop 
Newton, Keith, Faber. Elliott counts this 
judgment of 150 years on Christian idolaters 
from Mohammed's announcement of his 
mission, A.D. 612, to the settlement of his 
“locusts” at Bagdad, A.D. 762 ;—(4) I. Wil- 
liams, following Mede, refers to Gen. vii. 24— 
the 150 days during which the Deluge lasted, 
“judicial and corrective, yet remedial, as dif- 
fering from the final Judgment" (p. 156). 
To the same effect Ziillig. 

(2) Bengel on his system (see Introd., 
$ rr, b, IV.) understands five prophetic months 
as representing 79} common years—from 
A.D. 510 to A.D. 589—during which the Jews 
were persecuted in Persia. 

(3) Hofmann (ii s. 340) regards the 
number as borrowed from the jive sins 
specified in vv. 20, 21. 

(4) Hengst. regards 5 = 1? as the broken 
1o—the “signature” of what is incomplete ; 
this Trumpet being incomplete as compared 
with the seventh, while in neither this nor the 
seventh Trumpet do we find the number one 
third. In fact, the five, in relation to the 
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6 And in those days shall men 
seek death, and shall not find it; and 
shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them. 

7 And the shapes of the locusts 


REVELATION. IX. 


[v. 6—8. 


were like unto horses prepared unto 
battle; and on their heads were as it 
were crowns like gold, and their faces 
were as the faces of men. 


8 And they had hair as the hair of 





twelve months, are of relatively /ozg dura- 
tion, “and still not the longest. And so 
Words. : “Islamism has its * five months,’ but 
the Gospel of Christ is everlasting" (Rev. 
xiv. 6). 

(5) “The meaning must be a short period,” 
notes Stuart; and thus Todd, who under- 
stands five literal months, refers to Matt. 
xxiv. 22. Burger also takes the time to be 
literally “ five months.” 

(6) Bleek explains: “a round number, like 
the ten days in ch. ii. 10.” 

(7) Renan writes: * Cinq mois (tout un 
été)’ —/ c., p. 396. He would refer to the 
invasion of the Parthian cavalry, were it not 
that this is the subject of the sixth Trumpet, 
ver. 16. There may have been, he adds, in 
some province a plague of actual locusts. 


and their torment] I.e., not, as Alf. ex- 
plains, “ that of the sufferers,” but the tor- 
ment caused by the locusts:—see the words 
which follow. 


[was] as the torment of a scorpion,| T.e., 
caused by a scorpion (the same construction 
as before, “the genitive of the subject”). 


when it striketh a man.| They hurt, not 
the earth as locusts, but men by their fiery 
sting. 

6. And in those days] When the Vision 
shall be fulfilled. 


men shall seek death,] Words. notes: 
* Observe here ‘the men, the men who have 
not the Seal of God, ver. 4; cf. ver. 10.” We 
may refer to Job iii. 21 ; Jer. viii. 3. 

and shall in no wise find it ;| (See vv. l). 

Note here the prophetic instead of the 
descriptive style, and the use of the prophetic 
future :—the Seer ceases to be the exponent of 
what he saw, and he describes what is to 
happen hereafter; see ch. iv. r. In ver. 7 
he returns to describe the locusts. 


and they shall desire to die, and death 
fleeth from tbem.] (See vv. iL) The 
poetic parallelism of the words has led some 
(Heinrichs, Bleek) to conjecture that this 
verse is a quotation from a lost poem. 

Beda here quotes the saying of St. Cyprian 
under the Decian persecution: ** Volentibus,' 
inquit, ‘mori, non permittebatur occidi." 
Bengel illustrates this passage by the perse- 
cution of the Emperor Julian, in which the 
Christians were not put to death. Some 
would compare this verse with ch. vi. 16. 


Burger refers to Dan. xii. 1; Matt. xxiv. 21 
— the first four Trumpets have desolated ex- 
ternal Nature on which man depends for 
food and earthly existence ; and now a judg- 
ment still more bitter renders life itself a 
burden to him: in the confusion also and 
disruption of social life he has to reap the 
harvest which he planted when he departed 
from God. Mr. Keith evades the difficulties 
of this verse by taking “ the men” who “ seek 
death” to be the locusts, or Mohammedans, 
themselves; and their seeking death and 
death fleeing from them, to imply their doc- 
trine of predestination: “They sought death 
in the faith that death could not thereby find 
them a moment sooner. ... They desired 
death, but death fled from them for whom 
it had no terror.” 


7. Having described the issuing of the 
locusts from the Abyss and the torment which 
they are to inflict, St. John proceeds in vv. 
7-10 to depict more accurately their extraor- 
dinary shape. ‘The tenth verse alone has 
express reference to what is said in vv. 3-5: 
the other features of the description—the 
lion's teeth, the woman's hair, the faces of 
men—relate rather to the supernatural than 
to the natural symbolism; and, while not 
applying to the injury to be inflicted by the 
locusts, afford room for allegorical expo- 
sition. 

And the shapes] Gr. “the likenesses”— 
cf. Ezek. i. 16; x. 21 (LXX); i. e. the forms 
corresponding to the type: so Rom. i. 23; 
Phil ii. 7. Hengst. renders “likenesses”, 
observing that four verses are devoted to a 
description of what the locusts are like, both 
generally and in detail. 


[were] like unto horses prepared for war;] 
For the resemblance of the natural locust to 
the horse, see Joel ii. 4; cf. Job xxxix. 20:— 
as commonly noted, in German Heu-pferd, 
in Italian Cavaletta means a locust. 


and upon their beads as it were crowns 
like unto gold,] l.e., neither literal crowns, 
nor literal gold. In this feature of the 
imagery Eichhorn and Heinrichs see the 
helmets of soldiers. ‘They are ‘‘crowns of 
victory,” asin ch.vi. 2 (Words.) Elliott (who 
represents the locusts in an engraving) un- 
derstands the Arab turban. 


and their faces [avere] as the faces of men.| 
As before, a literal sense isexcluded. Elliott 
supplies here the beard which the Arabs wore, - 


ve9ur.] 


women, and their teeth were as //e 
teeth of lions. 

9 And they had breastplates, as it 
were breastplates of iron; and the 
sound of their wings was as the sound 
of chariots of many horses running to 
battle. 

IO And they had tails like unto 


REVELATION. IX. 


scorpions, and there were stings in 
their tails: and their power was to 
hurt men five months. 

II And they had a king over them, 
which is the angel of the bottomless 
pit, whose name in the Hebrew 


tongue 7s Abaddon, but in the Greek i That is 
to say, A 
destroyer. 


tongue hath Azs name ! Apollyon. 





and by which “they were easily distinguished 
from the general mass of the men of 
Christendom." 


8. And they bad hair as tbe hair of women,] 
The antenne of the locusts were like woman's 
hair. Hengst. sees here a token of bar- 
barism, long hair being opposed to ancient 
civilization. 

were as [the teeth] of lions.] Note the re- 
currence of this image in ver. 17; and cf. 
Joel i. 6, where see Dr. Pusey's comment: 
—“ They appear to be created for a scourge ; 
since to strength incredible for so small a 
creature, they add saw-like teeth. . . . Some 
are armed with two jaws toothed like a saw, 
and very powerful." 


9. as tt avere breastplates of iron;] The 
natural thorax of the locust is, in the case of 
these supernatural locusts, compared to iron. 

[was] as the sound of chariots, of many 
horses rushing to war.] One idea,—the 
sound produced by chariots drawn by horses. 


10. And they have tails like unto scor- 
pions, and stings;] (See vv. /.). The plain 
meaning is :—“ they have tails like to the tails 
of scorpions, and stings in their tails ;" for the 
constr. cf. ch. xiii. rr. On the other hand, 
Bengel, Winer, De Wette, Hengst. argue, 
from ver. 19, that the tails of the locusts are 
not merely like the tails of scorpions, but like 
the scorpions themselves. 


and in their tails is their power 7o 
hurt men five months.) See vv. ll. ‘The A. V. 
here translates a text different from that 
given in all the Uncials. Compare too the 
reading of the Textus Receptus in ver. 19. 

The nature of the plague committed to the 
locusts (wv. 3-5) is here described, and the 
details already given are resumed. It appears 
probable that, throughout this imagery, the 
description is in accordance with the popular 
idea of the locust entertained in the East. 
Niebuhr (quoted by Züllig, ii. s. 113), gives an 
Arabian adage: “In head like the horse; in 
breast like the lion; in feet like the camel; in 
body like the serpent; in tail like the scorpion; 
in antenna like a virgin’s hair.” The crowns 
like gold and the faces of men (ver. 7) seem 
to. be the more specially symbolical features 
of this description. 


By the zai/s in this verse, Mede (4. c., p. 409) 
understands the African Saracens,—those most 
remote from the East; the assailants of the 
Empire from the East being represented by 
the upper part of the body of the locusts. 
Italy was ravaged chiefly by the hordes from 
Africa. 

ll. They have over them as king] 
(Omit 4zd—see vv. Il). They are thus 
again distinguished from natural locusts who 
“have no king," Prov. xxx. 27. According 
to Hengst. (see below), the “sing” here, 
corresponds to the “ Star” in ver. 1. 


the angel of the abyss:| Cf. ch. xvi. 5. 
The def. article points to a special agent— 
the agent,as Hengst. thinks, symbolized by 
the “Star” in ver. r. Burger hints at the 
possibility of understanding a suman agent 
(^ Angel” = “ Messenger ") of Satan. Some 
see in this Angel Satan himself (Ebrard, 
Elliott) ;—some, a chief among Satan’s angels 
(ch. xii. 7, 9) : e.g. Stuart particularizes * Sam- 
mael, ż.e., the chief of the evil angels ; "—some 
an angel who in a particular sense is chief of 
the Abyss: so Bengel, De Wette, Düster- 
dieck. In the face of the Greek article Reuss 
specially notes that we must understand * az 
angel, not tte angel—un ange de l'abime . 
non pas /'ange." 


his name in Hebrew] On the constr. 
cf. ch. vi. 8, and on the word rendered in 
Hebrew-—a phrase peculiar to St. John—see 
ch.xvi.16; John v.2; xix. 13, 17, 20; XX. 16: 
the phrase is different in Acts xxi. 40; xxii. 
2; XXvl. 14— in the Hebrew dialect.” See 
Introd. § 7, IV. a. 


[45] Abaddon,| A Hebrew noun signifying 
“destruction :” it is combined with “death” 
in Job xxviii. 22 ; and with the grave or Hades 
(Sheol) in Job xxvi. 6; Prov. xv. rr. Thus, 
including the idea of the “ Abyss,” it is used 
as the abstract of Apollyon * the Destroyer:” 
—cf. Heb. ii. 14. 


andin the Greek [tongue] he hath the 
name Apollyon.) The abstract personified ; 
cf. the different term used in Heb. xi. 
28. We note here St. John's * manner"—the 
Hebrew term is given and its Greek equi- 
valent: e.g. Rabbi, Messiah, John i. 38, 42; iv 
25 ;—Cephas, i. 42 ;—Siloam, ix. 7 ;— l'homas, 
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12 One woe is past ; and, behold, 
there come two woes"more hereafter. 
13 And the sixth angel sounded, 


REVELATION. IX. 


[v. 12—13. 


and I heard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, 





xi. 16;—Gabbatha, xix. 13 ;—Golgotha, EX 
17;—compare Rev. i 7; iii 14; UB np 
Bengel, Stern, Hengst., &c., contrast the title 
“ Jesus the Saviour” with “Abaddon the 
Destroyer.” Ebrard interprets: —“He is 
Satan the ‘ destroyer, the ‘murderer from 
the beginning." He is called the Destroyer, 
observes I. Williams, from the peculiar cha- 
racter of Mohammedanism, which has not 
utterly destroyed Christianity, but bound it 
up in Mohammedanism,—a corruption worse 
than death,” see ver. 6. Bleek simply writes 
* Napoleon;" and Volkmar notes: “It is 
natural that writers, since 1800, have sought 
in the Antichrist for NApoleon as well as for 
Apollyon.” (^ Natürlich, dass man seit 1800 
in dem Antichristen gleich Apollyon den 
NApoleon gesucht hat”). 

Bengel’s comment is that this leader in 
the first “ Woe” has a Hebrew and a Greek 
name; in the third * Woe" (ch. xii. 9) a 
name Greek and Hebrew—“ the Devil and 
Satan. See on ch. xiii. 3 the suggestion of 
Burger as to the relation of this passage to 
that which describes *the Beast from the 
sea.” 


12. The first Woe is passed:] Gr. 
The one Woe. These are not, as some hold, 
the words of “the Eagle” (ch. viii. 13) but 
of the Seer summing up the contents of 
vv. 1-11. The fact of the feminine form 
of the word “ Woe” (h ovai) here, and in 
ch. xi. 14, Winer explains by the under- 
lying idea of tribulation or wretchedness 
(ipis, Tadatrepia). 

behold, there come] (Omit “and”). The 
verb is in the singular: it precedes the 
nominative plural—see vv. //. 


yet two Woes Zereafter.] The second 
Woe extends from this point to ch. xi. 14. 
The first (see ver. 1) proceeds from the Abyss, 
and is produced by a power which had fallen 
from God. ‘The signal for the second Woe 
is given from God’s presence, and proceeds 
from the Golden Altar (see vv. 13, 14). The 
description of this Woe is divided into sec- 
tions of which the first is given in vv. 13-21, 
introducing its chief infliction. ‘The present 
verse is taken to imply that the Woes are to 
be “not contemporaneous, but consecutive” 
—some interpreters placing a comparatively 
short, others a long interval between the first 
and the second. Thus, Bengel (see on ver. 5) 
makes the first Woe, during the fve prophetic 
months, to end A.D. 589, and the second to 
begin A.D. 634 ;—Bishop,Newton makes the 
first Woe to end A.D. 762, and the second to 





begin A.D. 1281;—Mr. Faber makes the 
first Woe to end A.D. 762, and the second 
to begin with the reign of Othman, June 9, 
A.D. 1301 (Sacr. Cal, vol. iis) Dae) ee 
Elliott places the end of the first Woe, ż.e., 
the abatement of its intensity, in the year 755 
—the reward, as it were, for the decrees of 
the Council held by Constantine Copronymus 
in 754, which condemned the use in churches 
of any artistic representation. In 755 the 
Caliphate was divided, and_the scorpion 
locusts were carried to the Euphrates—see 
ver. 14. In 842, however, image worship was 
triumphant once more, and, the Moslem power 
being again loosed, the Turk became the 
chief of Islam. 

Bisping who adopts Kliefoth’s and Keil’s 
interpretation of Daniel’s “Seventy Weeks,” 
places the second and third Woes in the 
seventieth Week, ie, under Antichrist at 
the end of all things. The judgment on 
unbelieving Israel falls in the first “ half- 
week,” under the second Woe (ch. xi. 13) ; 
while under the third Woe, or second “ half- 
week” (the 42 months of ch. xi. 2), the 
Last Judgment comes on the rest of the 
antichristian world (/. c., s. 173) :—see ch. xi. 
14. 


THE SIXTH TRUMPET (13-21). 


13. And the sixth angel sounded,| The 
second * Woe- Trumpet." 

and I beard] What is beard, and what is 
seen (cf. ver. 17) are placed side by side in 
these Visions—cf. ch. vi. 1-8. 

a voice] Gr. “one voice”—see on ch. 
vill. 13. 

from the horns of the golden altar] 
Omit four—see vv. /. D üsterd. thinks that 
four was suggested to a copyist as a contrast 
to the preceding “ one voice,” and as a parallel 
to the “four Angels” in ver. 14. Vitringa lays 
emphasis on the numbers—oze harmonious 
voice out of the four horns. Hengst. reads 
“the four horns,” and connects with the four 
Angels, ver. 14, and the four sins, ver. 21.- 
The ‘Codex Sinaiticus’ merely reads “the 
voice of the Golden Altar,”—cf. ch. xvi 7. 
The preposition “from,” “out of (€x)” excludes 
the sense given to the words by Stern, that the 
voice proceeds “ from” God seated behind the 
Altar (cf. Acts xix. 34). “The Golden Altar” 
(ch. viii. 3) is the Altar of incense before 
the Veil (Ex. xl. 26). “ Horns” projecting 
upwards at the corners (see Ex. xxx. 2) were 
attached to this Altar like those of the Altar of 
burnt-offering: see the note on Ex. xxvii. 2. 


v. 14.] 


14. Saying to the sixth angel which 
had the trumpet, Loose the four 


REVELATION. IX. 


angels which are bound in the great 
river Euphrates. 





The voice—of which the source is not defined 
—issues, as in ch. xvi. 7, from the Altar, from 
the space included between the “ borns,” and 
where the prayer of the saints (see ch. vi. 
10) had been offered (ch. viii. 3, 4). In ver. 
14 We read the answer to that prayer. 


THE SECOND WOE (14—xi. 13). 


The judgment of the second Woe-Trum- 
pet is inflicted by a vast army of horsemen, 
ver. 16, &c.; and this is followed by two 
episodes (as in the case of the sixth Seal—see 
on ch. vii.), the first of which is contained in 
ch. x., where it is announced (ver. 6) that 
the delay adverted to in ch. vi. rt was ap- 
proaching to its close; the second episode 
being contained in ch. xi. 1-14. 

Todd considers that the second Woe con- 
sists of two periods, (1.) ‘The hour, day, 
month, and year’ during which the third part 
of men will be slain (ver. 15); (2) the 1260 
days of the Two Witnesses, ch. xi. 3 (p. 176): 
EXSee-Onsver. r5. 


14. saying] Or one saying—see vv. I. 
For the gender and concord of the participle 
see on ch. iv. 1. 


to the sixth angel,| Here only is the Angel 
commanded to act—see on ch. viii, 7. i 


which bad tbe trumpet, (See vv. H.). 
The Trumpet belonging to this Vision— 
“the nom. in irregular apposition;” cf. ch. 
ii. 20. Tregelles takes the participle (ó ¢yav) 
as the vocative, * Thou that hast.” 

Loose the four angels which are bound] The 
article, “the four Angels,” refers to the follow- 
ing “ which are bound,” cf. ch. viii. 2. There 
does not seem to be any reference to ch. vii. 
1, as Beda, Elliott (see on ver. 12), and others 
hold ;—Stuart makes the number refer to the 
four quarters of the desert whence the hosts 
are to come ;—others (De Wette, Hengst., 
Diisterd., Words.) refer the number jour 
which in the Apoc. denotes universality to the 
four quarters of the earth (cf. ch. vil. 1; xx. 
8): it would thus signify the universality of 
the judgment ;—Ebrard explains that they are 
the four leaders of the demon host, to the four 
divisions of which they correspond (Ewald), 
contrasting in number with the oze king ofthe 
locusts (ver. 11) and not having any of the 
insignia of royalty ;—Ziillig considers that 
three types are combined under this Woe: 
(1) death, as in the last Egyptian plague, Ex. 
Xii. 29; (2) the four kings of Gen. xiv. 9, 
typifying the jour Angels of destruction 
(opposed to the oze Destroyer, ver. 11); (3) 
to the same effect, the four destroying king- 


doms, Jer.li. 27, 28. Alf. takes them to be 
personifications merely, as they are immediately 
resolved into a host of cavalry. De Wette 
takes the four Angels to be ** Angels of destruc- 
tion,” although not evil Angels. 

Beda, Bengel Ewald, Stern, Stuart, I. 
Williams, consider that they are evil angels 
(cf. Tobit iii. 17; Ps. lxxviii. 49). Bossuet, 
Hengst, Words, are certain that they are 
good Angels—Angels of God for punishment, 
and hitherto restrained or “bound” by the 
Divine command ; and Wordsworth observes 
that the word * Angel" placed absolutely, as 
here, nowhere signifies in the Apoc. an evil 
Angel: he refers to ch. vii. 1, 2. Some 
have even suggested their names— Michael, 
cime Uriel, Raphael: see Andreas in Joc. 

p. 51). 

So long as these Angels are “bound, they 
stand ^ prepared," as in ver. 15. 

at the great river Euphrates.| Compare 
the sixth Vial, ch. xvi. 12. (On the preposi- 
tion here (èri) see ch. xxi. 12; John iv. 6). 
This is not a geographical, but a symbolical 
description which rests on the earlier history. 
Indeed, if we bear in mind the figurative 
character of this Vision, we cannot under- 
stand the Euphrates literally. In the Old 
Test. the chastisements on Israel proceeded 
thence—Isai. vil. 20 ; viii. 7; Jer. xlvi. ro ; and, 
according to one class of expositors, St. John 
using the language of the Old Test. (Gen. 
xv. 18; Deut. i. 7; Josh. i. 4) now employs 
the Euphrates as the boundary of the region 
whence the demon-host is to come upon the 
earth—so Hengst. and Düsterd. “The great 
river, writes Stern, is “the symbolic limit 
which separates the Church from her 
enemies.” 

In a different manner Wordsworth also 
takes the verse figuratively :—it is the river of 
Babylon ; the four Angels represent the Divine 
word, summed up in the fourfold Gospel, 
which had been long bound in the mys- 
tical Babylon; by the aid of printing it has 
been translated into all languages; and thus 
the four Angels have been loosed. 

Elliott (and Alford adopts his conclusion) 
sees no difficulty in taking the Euphrates 
literally, and the rest of the Vision mystically : 
he appeals to such instances of Scriptural 
allegory as that in Ps. lxxx. 8 :— “ Thou hast 
brought a vine out of Egypt" &c., where 
Egypt is literal and the Vine mystical. “It 
was the almost universal opinion of the an- 
cients,” notes Dr. Todd, “that Antichrist 
shall arise from this region” (p. 152); and 
on this principle, taking the Euphrates to 
mean the literal river, Mede, Vitr., Daubuz, 
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15 And the four angels were loosed, 


lOr, az, Which were prepared 'for an hour, and 


[v. 15. 


a day, and a month, and a year, for to 
slay the third part of men. 








Faber, Elliott, &c. refer this "Trumpet to 
the invasions ofthe Tartars and ‘Turks. Bengel 
makes vv. 13, 14 describe the activity of 
Mohammed, A.D. 589-634. 

Again:—N. de Lyra understands by the 
Euphrates the Roman Empire; and he takes 
the four Angels to be the Emperor Anastasius, 
the Ostrogoth Theodoric, and the anti-Popes 
Symmachus and Laurentius. ‘“‘ Preterists” 
(Hammond, Wetstein) usually refer to the 
Tiber, because Babylon (ch. xiv. 8) is Rome. 
Ewald and rationalistic “‘ Preterists " refer to 
the literal Euphrates as the frontier of the 
Empire: thence the Parthian legions menaced 
the Roman power. In this sense Renan (p. 
398) takes the four Angels to be the Assyrian, 
the Babylonian, the Median, and the Persian 
kingdoms; he refers to Josephus (B. J., VI. 
vi. 2), and to Tacitus (Hzsz., iv. 51), where we 
read that Vologesus offered to aid Vespasian 
with 40,000 cavalry. ‘This Trumpet, con- 
tinues Renan (p. 400), differs from the pre- 
ceding five which refer to events already past 
when the author wrote; here it is not so,— 
“mais il est probable que l'auteur la tenait 
déja pour un fait accompli.” He applies vv. 
14-21 and ch, xvi. 12-16 to the period of 
Jewish enthusiasm shared by St. John which 
followed the defeat of Cestius Gallus, Nov. 5, 
A.D. 66 (Jos., B. J., ii. 18, 9; Tac., Hist. v. 10; 
Sueton., Vesp. 4), when it was expected that, 
by the aid of the. Parthians, the Roman power 
would be overthrown (/. c., p. 272). 

Mr. Maurice makes this loosing of the 
Angels denote that the barriers between the 
Babel kingdom, and the kingdom of Israel 
which Jerusalem represented, should exist no 
longer; and thus Jerusalem becomes the 
centre and capital of the Babel society (p. 
164). For other expositions see note A at 
the end of this chapter. 


15. which had been prepared | Cf. ch. viii. 
6. ‘They had been “ prepared,” but bound. 


Jor) I.e., “unto,” “ against,” “in reserva- 
tion for (eis) "—Aas in ver. 7. 

the hour and day and month and 
year] The article prefixed to the first noun 
and not repeated gives unity to the common 
conception of time, fixing a determined 
moment—the hour of a definite day,—the 
day of a definite month, &c.—cf. Num. i. 1; 
Hag. i. 15; Zech. i. 7: “the hour of. God's 
judgment, the day of His wrath” (Words.). 
The article may also indicate the great 
appointed conflict at Armageddon (ch. xvi. 16) 
as well as that which is described in ch. xx. 7, 
8,—the opposing host being spoken of in ch. 
XIX. 146 





Chronological calculations have also been 
founded on these words, as if there were 
no article at all, or as if it had been 
repeated before each noun: (1) On the 
“ Year-day” theory, a year=360 days= 360 
prophetic years; and hence Sir I. Newton 
counts 360+ 30+1 = 391 years (the “ Pour " 
being altogether omitted)—viz. from A.D. 
1063, when Alp Arslan “passed the Eu- 
phrates at the head of the Turkish cavalry ”’ 
(Gibbon, ch. lvii.), to A.D. 1453, the date of 
the capture of Constantinople by the Turks. 
(2) Mr. Elliott, noting that we have here not 
* a time” (kapós, ch. xii. 14), but “a year” 
(éviavrás), departs from the usual “ Year-day ” 
theory. He arbitrarily assumes a year in this 
place to be 3654 common days,—while he 
reckons 30 days to the month, and “ favelve 
hours to the prophetic day.” He thus obtains 
3654+30+1+4,=396 prophetic years +121 
days. Asa common year, however, is about 
eleven minutes Jess than 365+ days, and as 
this deficiency amounts in 396 years to three 
days, the true result is 396 years and 118 
days—or the interval between January 18, 
1057, when the Turks marched from Bagdad, 
to May 29, 1453, when they took Constan- 
tinople. These dates indeed require 396 
years4-130 days, which exceed Mr. Elliett's 
calculation “by but 12 natural days, or Jess 
than half a prophetic hour” (vol. i. p. 527): 
see Introd. § 11, b, II. Mede had adopted the 
same principle, and thus obtained the inter- 
val between 1057 and 1453; but he was 
puzzled as to “the hour: this he takes to 
mean “the opportune time” (the first “ and” 
being " exegetical)," * parati in tempus oppor- 
tunum, nempe in diem, mensem, et annum.” 

(3) Mr. Birks thinks fit to adopt the reading 
of Codex B which places an article before 
* day,” and translates: * 'The Angels prepared 
for that hour and that day were loosed both 
a month and a year,” i. e., for 390 prophetic 
years—see Ezek. iv. 5—-a period not found 
elsewhere in Scripture.—E/ez. of Sacr. Pro- 
phecy, p. 378. à 

(4) Bengel, as already stated, makes a 
prophetic hour=8 common days, and a pro- ` 
phetic day =about half a common year (see 
Introd. $ 11, b, IV.). He reckons here 213 
years, from A.D.634,the last days of Abubeker, 
to A.D. 847, the death of Mutezam ; and he 
makes this same space of time to be the 
duration of the sixth "Trumpet. From this 
point he places the interval of roo years 
between the second and third Woes. ‘The 
third Woe thus began A.D. 947, and had 
not expired in Bengel’s time. 

(5) Daubuz (/c., p. 328) interprets: “ For 


v. r6—17.] 


16 And the number of the army 
of the horsemen were two hundred 
thousand thousand: and I heard the 
number of them. 
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17 And thus I saw the horses in 
the vision, and them that sat on them, 
having breastplates of fire, and of 
jacinth, and brimstone: and the 





a Year, Month, Day, and Hour, namely, so 
as to be ready upon any occasion or warning 
to put this great event [the destruction of the 
Eastern Empire by the Ottomans] in exe- 
cution." 

(6) Todd takes the words (as he renders 
them) “an hour, a day, a month, and a year” 
to imply duration, and to signify the frst of the 
two periods into which “ the events constitu- 
ting the second Woe” are divided ; the second 
period being the 42 months, or three years 
and a half, of ch. xi. 2 :—see on vv. 12, 13. 


that they should kill| Referring to 
“ prepared,” as in ch. viii. 6; or, it may be, to 
“t quere loosed,’ see above, ver. 14. 

the third part of men.) Apparently “the 
third part” of “them that dwell on the 
earth” (see ch. viil. 13, and cf. ch. vi. 10) as 
distinguished from those who are sealed: see 
ver. 4, and the note on ch. viii. 7. It is now 
added that such persons are to suffer death, 
in the same proportion as the frees and ships 
in ch. viii. 7, 9, 11 suffer, 

Elliott understands the Hastern-third of 
the old Roman Empire—see on ch. viii. 7. 

What the Angels proceed to do is left 
untold: they are, probably, the leaders of the 
host in ver. 16; and hence the destruction 
which they are here said to cause is ascribed 
in ver. 18 to the fire, &c., proceeding from 
the horses’ mouths. 


16. And the number of tbe armies of the 
horsemen) Gr. “of the cavalry.” Burger 
(see on ver. 5) identifies this host with the 
locusts under the fifth Trumpet; comparing 
the imagery in vv. 8 and 17, in vv. 9 and 17, 
in vv. 10 and 19. 


was twice ten thousand times ten 
thousand:] Te., twice the number spoken 
of in Dan. vii. 10 :—“two myriads of my- 
riads," or 200 millions. ‘The vastness of 
the number shows that no literal army is 
intended:—cf. ch. xx. 8. This description 
seems clearly to be based on that of the 
countless hosts of God, Ps. lxviii. 17 (on 
which see the note); Hebr. xii. 22; Jude r4. 
Horsemen also constitute the Armies of 
Heaven in ch xix. 11, 14, 19. 

I heard the number of them.| (Omit * and” 
—see vv. ll). Ewald suggests that the Seer 
heard the number from one of the Elders, as 
in ch. vii. 13 ;—“ he was told what the number 
was; count them he could not" (Stuart): 
see on ver. 17. Two armies are described 
in the Apocalypse :—(1) that which is de- 


scribed here and in ch. xvi. 14, 16 ; xx. 8, and 
of which the aspect had been foreshown in 
Ezek. xxxviii. 4, 15 ; and (2), in opposition to 
this host, the Armies of Heaven of which 
we read in ch. xix. 14. The vastness of the 
number, according to Hengst., excludes the 
idea of a particular war—* we have here to 
do only with a personified species." 


17. And thus I saw] " After this manner," 
“according to the following description.” 
Stuart refers “thus” to what precedes— In 
such vast numbers did I see them.” Some 
take it pleonastically—see on ch. ii. 15. On 
the union of * I heard” and “I saw,” see on 
Ch anty. r 7 

in the vision,| (Asin Dan. viii. 2 ; ix. 21:— 
cf. Acts ii. 17, and onch. i. 2). "These 
words, notes D üsterd., are added to "I saw,” 
in contrast to the * Theard” in ver. 16. Ebrard 
infers from this addition that we must not 
think of “iteral horsemen; and so Stuart, 
who sees in this Trumpet the most remote 
of all the symbols in the Apoc. from the real 
objects of the natural world. Mede inter- 
prets “in appearance" not “in reality "— 
* non revera, sed aspectu"; and he refers 
to ch. iv. 3, where see the note. 


and them that sat on them, baving| The 
participle * having” refers to both horses and 
horsemen, both bearing armour—so Züllig, 
Ebrard, Diisterd., Alf. On the other hand, 
Bengel, Ewald, De Wette, Hengst. consider 
that the Riders alone wear breastplates. 


breastplates [as] of fire and of hyacinth 
and of dbrimstone:| ‘The hyacinthus of the 
Romans is invariably blue and lustrous;” it 
was the favourite epithet “ applied to the flow- 
ing hair of southern beauty, the black of 
which exactly represents the violet reflex of the 
raven's plumage."— King, Precious Stones, p. 
197. For the distinction between the “ hya- 
cinthus ” of St. John, and the “ jacinth " of the 
Authorized Version, see the note on ch. xxi. 
20. ‘This description suggests the blue flame 
which issues between the fire and the brim- 
stone, and which is represented as “ smoke,” 
below and in ver. 18: the three colours relate 
to what proceeds from the horses’ mouths. 
Züllig understands “copper, steel, and 
brass" ;— Stuart explains “ particoloured ";— 
I. Williams takes the three colours to signify 
different degrees in intensity of evil (ch. xiv. 
10; Xix. 20; Ps. xi. 6) ;—Hengst., with whom 
every Trumpet signifies war, understands 
“wild exasperation, the thirst for murder, 
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heads of the horses were as the heads 
of lions; and out of their mouths 
issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 

18 By these three was the third 
part of men killed, by the fire, and 
by the smoke, and by the brimstone, 
which issued out of their mouths. 

I9 For their power is in their 
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[v. 18—20. 


mouth, and in their tails: for their 
tails «were like unto serpents, and 
had heads, and with them they do 
hurt. 

20 And the rest of the men which 
were not killed by these plagues yet 
repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship 








? 


the desire of desolation:" and he concludes 
that but for the variations in the imagery the 
six Trumpets might be compressed into one. 


[are] as tbe beads of lions ;] There is, doubt- 
less, here, as many have noted, a reference to 
ver. 8, where behind their deceptive female 
hair, the locusts have the teeth of lions. ‘The 
horses’ heads are now plainly lions’ heads— 
this Trumpet does not conceal its destruc- 
tiveness. See, on vv. 5, 16, the remarks of 
Burger on the connexion between the fifth 
and sixth Trumpets. 


and out of their mouths| Y. Williams notes 
that the word “mouth” is three times re- 
peated (vv. 17-19), as under the sixth Vial, 
CH Xvi E3. 


proceedeth fre and smoke and brim- 
stone.| By a usual poetic figure, the horse 
breathes forth “ fire and smoke” —“ volvit sub 
naribus ignem " (Virgil, Georg., iii. 85 ; Ovid, 
Metam., vi. 104), to which “ brimstone,’ as 
associated with evil, is here added: cf. ch. 
xiv. 10; xix. 20; xxi. 8. Mede and Elliott 
understand the Turkish artillery. Alf. gives 
a singular interpretation :— The plagues pro- 
ceed “ separately,” he notes; one of them “ out 
of the mouths of each division of the host. 
It is remarkable that these divisions are 
three, though the Angels were four.” 

The fifth and sixth Trumpets, notes Reuss, 
bring on two plagues peculiar to the East— 
locusts, and the simoom. 


18. By these three plagues] (See vv. //.). 
Gr. from (aró) equivalent to the German 
durch (Winer, § 47, s. 332)—viz. by the fire, 
the smoke, and the brimstone. 


was the third part of men killed,| See on 
ver. 15, and on ch. viii. y. The army of 
horsemen is not prohibited from killing, as 
the locusts were in ver. 5. 

Mede explains that the sufferers belonged 
to those styled “the third part of men ”—i. e., 
the inhabitants of the Roman Empire (see on 
ch. viii. 7); and they consist of some only of 
the inhabitants of that “third part” just as 
in ch. xvii. 16 only some of the “ Ten Horns” 
are meant; see also Judges xii. 7. 


by the ire and the smoke and the brim- 
stone] (Omit “ dy” twice—see vv. l). Gr. 


“by reason of" (ex)—for the preposition 
see ver. 2; ch. viii. 11. 

which proceeded out of their moutbs.| 
The participle (with its art.) agrees with the 
last noun, but applies to all three. 

Elliott refers this verse to the fall of Con- 
stantinople; and quotes Gibbon's description 
of the Ottoman artillery (ch. Ixviii.). 


19. For the power of the horses zs iz 
their mouth, and in their tails:| See vv. Il. 
The Codex of Erasmus here differs from all 
the Uncials; and the A. V. translates a text 
different from the Textus Receptus. “The 
Authorized Version agrees with Beza (1589) 
against Stephens (1550)."—Scrivener, Intr. to 
Par. Bible, p. ciii. Cf. the imagery of ver. 10. 

for their tails [are] like unto serpents, and 
have beads ;| “Wetstein, Bengel, Herder, &c. 
quote, as the source of this imagery, what the 
ancients (Plin., H. N., viii. 35; Lucan, Pharsal. 
ix. 719) relate of a genus of serpents or 
ophidian reptiles called amphisbena “in which 
the tail and head are equally obtuse, and the 
scales of the head so similar to those on the 
back as to render it difficult to distinguish 
one extremity from the other. Hence these 
reptiles have been supposed to have the power 
of creeping backwards or forwards with 
equal facility."—Brande and Cox, Dict. of 
Science. Bengel notes that certain tribes (of 
Turks) fight even while they retreat ;—Grotius 
sees a reference to the custom of foot-soldiers 
mounting behind horsemen ;—Stuart observes 
that the Turcomans train their horses to 
assault with their hinder part, as well as with 
the front;—Elliott refers to the horsetails 
borne as symbols of authority by the Turkish 
Pashas, the tails having eads denoting that 
authority ;—Stern, Ebrard, Hengst. see here 
a type of the malignity and treachery practised - 
by these armies. 

and with them they do hurt.) Inflict 
pain by the bite of the serpent-heads. Elliott 
renders, “ they (z.e., the Turkish Pashas) com- 
mit injustice "—a sense opposed to the use of 
the verb in ch. ii. 11; vil. 2, 35 ix. 4, 105 xi. 5 

20. And the rest of mankind,] Ze., the 
remaining two-thirds, see ver. 18:—Gr. the 
men; cf. ch. viii. rr. 


which were not killed with these plagues,] j 
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x3 devils, and idols of gold, and silver, 21 Neither repented they of their 


and brass, and stone, and of wood: 


which neither can see, nor hear, nor 
walk : 





murders, nor of their sorceries, nor 
of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 





(Gr. “in”—as in ver. 19, “ avit them do they 
hurt”). That is the p/agues of ver. 18. 

Ebrard refers vv. 20, 21 to all the first 
six Trumpets, which have not succeeded 
in causing the ungodly to repent; the two- 
thirds of men who survive, not having been 
converted :—but see the true reading, “ these 
three plagues,” in ver. 18. So also Züllig, 
who regards these verses as explaining why a 
seventh ‘Trumpet is to be added, —because had 
men repented in consequence of the preceding 
six, they would have been spared the more 
fearful judgment yet to come. He adds that 
"the men of the earth” are classed in the 
Apoc. as Jews (ch. vii; xv.) and Gentiles 
(ch. X. 11; xiv. 6-9); accordingly, the gross 
idolatry of the Gentiles is first censured, and 
then sins common to both Jews and Gentiles. 

Elliott refers these verses to Western 
Christendom—to *the men ofthe West" who 
were not killed as a body politic, and whose 
religion and crimes (e.g. the persecution of 
the Albigenses, &c.) throughout the Middle 
Ages he considers are here described. 


repented not of | (Omit “yet”). Gr. “from” 
see on ch. ii. 21. The meaning is explained 
by the clause “ that they should not worship.” 
The final catastrophe is inevitable :—man will 
not accept the loving forbearance of God, 
2 Pet. iii. 9. Neither by the Trumpet- 
plagues here, nor by the Vial-plagues (ch. 
Xvi. 21), are mankind moved to repentance. 


the works of their hands,| Either, generally, 
“the sins of their life,"—so De Wette, Ebrard, 
Bleek ; or (for it is not merely “ their works” 
as in ch. ii. 22; xvi. 11) “the idols wrought 
by their hands,” “their idolatry,” as we read in 
Acts vit. 41. (cf. Deut. iv. 28 ; Ps. cxxxv. 15; 
Isai. ii; 8),—so Bengel, Hengst., Düsterd., 
Words, Alf., Bisping, Burger. The rest of 
the verse indicates that this is the meaning. 

that they should not worship devils,| Gr. 
“the demons,” as in 1 Cor. x. 20, evil spirits 
of an inferior order, see on ch. ii. 10 ; xvi. 14. 
The verb is in the future (after iva), see vv. //. 

and the idols of gold,| See vv. Il. 

and of silver, and of brass, and of stone, 
and of wood; which can neither see, mor 
hear, nor walk:| Cf. Dan. v. 23, whence this 
enumeration is taken. In this verse, sins 
against God condemned in the first Table of 
the Decalogue—viz. demon-worship (cf. 1 
Tim. iv. 1), and its equivalent, idolatry (cf. 
1 Cor. x. 19-21)—are recited. See on ver. 21. 


21. and they repented not of] As in 


ver. 20. The repetition of the verb “ repent ” 
seems to have no greater significance than to 
connect more clearly the two verses. 


sorceries,| Gr. “the use of drugs,” denot- 
ing the magic rites of the heathen (ch, xviii. 
23). The word is used by the LXX. to de- 
scribe the “enchantments” of the Egyptian 
sorcerers (Ex. vii. 22), and of Babylon (Isai. 
xlvii. 9, 12), the form varying when used to 
describe the * witchcrafts " of Jezebel (2 Kings 
ix. 22). In Gal v. 20 it is placed next to 
idolatry; elsewhere in the N. T. the word - 
occurs only in ch. xviii. 23:—cf ch. xxi. 8; 
XXii. 15, both of which texts are cognate to 
this verse. Suicer connects the word with 
the use of drugs in causing abortion and 
infanticide; and thus its connection here 
with idolatry on the one hand, and with 
murder and fornication, on the other—ie., 
with carnal and spiritual fornication—can be 
accounted for. 


Jornication,] The use of the singular in the 
case of this word alone, is well explained by 
Bengel: **T'here is one, never-ceasing impurity 
with those who are not clean in heart " (^ Alia 
scelera ab hominibus per intervalla patrantur ; 
una perpetua zropveía est apud eos, qui munditie 
cordis carent"). The sins condemned in the 
second Table of the Decalogue, are now 
recited,—see on ver. 20. 


The great obscurity of the several Trum- 
pet-Visions, especially of the two Visions of 
this chapter, is admitted by all. As in the first 
four Trumpets we discern judgments under 
various forms of physical evil, so in the fifth 
and sixth we seem to discern manifesta- 
tions of moral evil. In the fifth, the locusts 
issue from the Abyss (ver. 3), and their * King” 
is “the Angel of the Abyss” (ver. 11). "Their 
mission is not to “burt” material Creation 
(ver. 4), or to “kill” (ver. 5),—but by their 
poisonous influence (venomous as that of 
scorpions, vv. 3, 5, 10) to torment and injure 
men. The period of “jive months” may, as 
already suggested, be only a feature of the 
imagery suggested by the symbol of natural 
locusts; or it may refer simply to the number 
of the Trumpet. Or, again, the sense may be 
that this is not the great outbreak of evil in the 
last times to which all prophecy points,—but 
that this short and “ broken” period indicates 
a partial exercise of Satanic power, confined to 
no particular generation. The sixth Trumpet 
seems no less distinctly to announce a still more 
intense, perhaps the final (see ver. 15) on- 
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slaught of the powers of darkness. The 
binding of the four Angels (ver. 14) leads on 
the mind to the binding of Satan himself (ch. 
xx. 3); the mention of the Euphrates, the 
river of Babylon, at once suggests the thought 
of that great City which is specially chosen 
as the symbol of the God-opposing World- 
power (ch. xiv. 8; xvii 5); the Army of 
Heaven is composed of horsemen (ch. xix. 
14), but here we see the antagonistic host 
as foreshown in Ezekiel xxxviii. 4 (cf. ch. xvi. 
16; xx. 8); the addition to natural imagery 
which we find in ver. 17, brings before us the 
symbols of hell employed elsewhere in the 
Apocalypse (ch. xiv. 10; xix. 20; XX. 165 XXi. 
8);—in a word, every token points to the 
great outbreak of evil. In the case of both 
'Trumpets, moreover, the monstrous features 
added to the natural forms of locusts and 
horses confirm the reference of these two judg- 
ments to the exhibitions of moral evil in aits 
aspects; and accordingly there is nothing 
singular in the very general application of the 
fifth Trumpetto Mohammedanism—the most 
striking, as it has been the most formidable 
manifestation of the antichristian Power hither- 
to developed under the Christian dispensation. 

Godet (/. c., p. 353) regards the first six 
Trumpets as forming one picture, exhibiting 
the preparation for the decisive trial which 
will determine the appearance of Antichrist : 
they are the signals of the dissolution of the 
old social order, and then of the establishment 
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and the ruin of the empire of Antichrist (see 
on ch. xiii. 1). Accumulated convulsions in 
the earth, the sea, the rivers, the air (the first 
four Trumpets) ; then convulsions in society 
which a diabolical epidemic undermines 
(the fifth Trumpet) and the foundations 
of which an invasion of barbarians overturns 
(the sixth Trumpet), such are the judg- 
ments which pave the way for the last 
Adversary. 

When Renan (/. c, p. 326, &c.) dwells 
upon the accumulated catastrophes of the 
Roman Empire from A.D. 59 to A.D. 79, may 
we not,in reply, ask him, Why should not 
similar catastrophes be repeated— nay, cata- 
strophes still more intense—on the eve of the 
dissolution of our old world, and the birth- 
pangs of a new Heaven and a new Earth? In 
such commotions the physical and the moral 
worlds are not to be separated. The two 
domains are united by mysterious affinities. 
As Palestine has followed, in its alternations 
of desolation and of fertility, the destiny of 
Israel, why may not the fate be the same of the ` 
earth in relation to man ?—cf. Godet, /.c., p. 355. 

Burger concludes that since, according to 
the two intervening Visions in ch. x.-xi. 14 
which precede the seventh Trumpet, the 
kingdom of Antichrist appears under that 
last Trumpet as a perfected World-kingdom, 
the preparation for this kingdom consists in the 
events under the fifth and sixth Trumpets; so 
that all is nowready for ch. xiii.:—see on ver. 16. 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chapter IX. 


Note A—THE TRUMPET-VISIONS. 


ANCIENT EXPOSITORS. 


VICTORINUS is the earliest expositor of the 
Trumpet-Visions. “The Trumpet,” he writes, 
“is a word of power.” What the Trumpets 
here announce the Vials (ch. xvi.) repeat ; not 
as if the thing were twice done, but in order 
to show the certainty of God’s decree—as in 
Gen. xli. 32 (* Quod ergo in tubis minus 
dixit, hoc in phialis est. Non aspiciendus est 
ordo dictorum,quoniam sepe Spiritus Sanctus, 
ubi ad novissimi temporis finem percurrerit, 
rursus ad eadem tempora redit, et supplet ea 
que minus dixit; nec requirendus est ordo 
in Apocalypsi, sed intellectus ") :—see the 
remarks introductory to ch. viii, The 
Trumpets and Vials, therefore, describe: (1) 
The plagues sent on the world ;—(2) The 
madness of Antichrist ;—(3) The blasphemy 
(*detractio") of the peoples;— (4) The 
variety of the plagues;—(5) The hope in the 
kingdom of the saints;—(6) The fall of 
cities;—(7) The fall of that great City, 
Babylon, 2. e, of the city of Rome. 


ANDREAS (see Note A on ch. vi.) regards 
the Trumpets as evolved, so to speak, from 
the seventh Seal, and as denoting the dissolu- 
tion of earthly governments: (1) In the first 
Trumpet, the hail denotes God’s wrath, and the 
fire and blood the ruin caused by the barba- 
rians ;—(2) The sea denotes, ^ tropically," the 
present life, and the “great mountain” is the 
Devil burning with fiery wrath against men ; 
— (3) The fallen star (cf. Isai. xiv. 12) is Satan 
who brings the plagues;—(4) The fourth 
Trumpet is akin to Joel ii. 31. 

In these four plagues, God's mercy restricts 
the judgments to the tbird part. 

(5) The“ Star," i. e., a divine Angel, lets loose ` 
shortly before the end of all things the 
demons whom Christ at His Incarnation had 
bound, and the “fwe months” denote “the 
shortened days” of Matt. xxiv. 22;—(6) “The 
four Angels” of ch. ix. 15 are not Archangels, 
but demons of the worst kind who had been 
bound at Christ’s coming, and who are now 
let loose by the divine Angel of ver. 13. Their 
being bound in the Euphrates he illustrates 
by the instance of the demons in Matt. viii. 32.. 

BEDA follows, for the most part ['Ticho- 
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niüs! and] Primasius. The Seven Angels 
signify the Church ; and the Trumpets signify, 
(1) The destruction of the ungodly by fire 
and hail—the heat of Gehenna, and bitter 
cold; “blood” denoting the spiritual death 
of the soul ;—(2) The casting of the Devil by 
the Church into the sea of this world, as 
Christ promised His disciples in Matt. xxi. 
21;—(3) Heretics falling like stars from the 
Church, and corrupting the waters of Scrip- 
ture;—(4) The glory of the Church ob- 
scured by the falling away of false brethren ;— 
(5) Heresy becoming more intense, as Anti- 
christ draws near; but heretics cannot kill the 
soul (ch. ix. 5); —(6) The open war of Anti- 
christ against the Church: “ Cornua altaris 
aurei Evangelia sunt Ecclesie przeminentia " 
(ch. ix. 13) ;—(7) The Day of Judgment. 


MODERN EXPOSITORS. 


THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS. 


I. “ Historical” Interpreters :— 

MEDE takes the Trumpets to signify, (1) 
The subyersion of the Roman world by the 
northern nations, who are symbolized as “ hail” 
(Isai. xxviii. 2); the “trees” are the chief 
men (Isai. xxxvil. 24; Zech. xi. 2), and, by 
analogy, the “grass” signifies the people at 
large. This Trumpet begins with the death 
of Theodosius, A.D. 395;—(2) The Roman 
world, or “sea,” is assailed by Alaric and 
Genseric, A.D. 410, and A.D. 455 ;—(3) The 
fallen * Star” is Romulus Augustulus, A.D. 
476 (“de czlo potestatis sue revulsum "), 
to whom the title “Wormwood " applies as a 
prince of bitterness and sorrow ;—(4) The 
glory of Rome under the Ostrogoths is 
quenched by Belisarius and Narses, A.D. 542, 
who abolished the Consular dignity (the 
“sun” ), and the authority of the Senate (the 
“moon” and the “ stars’’). 

BIRKS: (1) A furious invasion of the Ro- 
man Empire, especially its Greek or Eastern 
provinces (A.D. 250-268, see Gibbon, chap. 
X. XL), “with the pause of judgment,” A.D. 
270-365 ;—(2) The extinction of the West- 
ern Empire, A.D. 365-476;—(3) Heresy, 
either Arian or Nestorian;—(4) A notable 
eclipse of the Imperial splendour of the third 
or Greek Empire, A.D. 540-622. The ex- 
pression “the third part," writes Mr. Birks, 
“is found once in ch. xii. 4, and fourteen times 
in the Trumpet-Visions;” and as, when the 
Apocalypse was written, the judgment of the 
Grecian, the third of Daniel’s four Empires 
(Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome), 
was still to come, Mr. Birks concludes that 
“whenever the ‘third part’ is specified in 
this Vision, the direct reference is to the 


1 See Note A on ch, vi. 


Greek or Eastern Empire."—T2e Mystery of 
Providence, p. 65. 

The opinions of “commentators of con- 
siderable eminence and reputation " as to the 
firstfour Trumpets are thus summed up by Mr. 
Birks (7. c p. 103) :—(1) “ The first Trumpet 
begins, according to Lowman, in the time of 
Constantine; according to Mr. Cunninghame 
and Mr. Frere, with the death of Valentinian, 
A.D. 376, and ends with the death of Theo- 
dosius, A.D. 395. But Mede, Newton, Dr. 
Keith, and Mr. Elliott, make it begin with 
the death of Theodosius, and reach to the death 
of Alaric, A.D. 410. Cressener and Whiston 
include in it both periods. Mr. Faber agrees 
with Mede and Newton, in its commence- 
ment, but continues it forty years after Alaric’s 
death, A.D. 395—450." 

(2) “Thesecond, according to Lowman, Mr. 
Cunninghame, and Mr. Frere, reaches from 
Theodosius to Alaric, the exact interval which 
Mede, Newton, Dr. Keith, and Mr. Elliott 
assign to the first. Cressener refers it to the 
Transalpine invasions, A.D. 410-448; Sir I. 
Newton to the Visigoths and Vandals, 407-42 75 
Whiston, Mr. Faber, and Dr. Keith to the 
Vandals only, but within different limits, A.D. 
406—450, 439—477, and 429—477 respectively." 

(3) “ The third Trumpet by Sir I. Newton 
is applied to the Vandals, A.D. 427-530; by 
Whiston, Mr. Cunninghame, and Dr. Keith, 
to Attila and the Huns, A.D. 441-452; by 
Mede, Cressener, and Lowman, to the trou- 
bles of Italy, or setting of the Western Cesar, 
A.D. 450-476; by Mr. Faber, to the same 
within narrower limits, A.D. 462-476; and by 
Mr. Frere to the Nestorian heresy.” 

(4) “Lastly the fourth is referred by Mr. 
Cunninghame to the fall of the Empire, A.D. 
455-476; by Whiston, to the extinction itself, 
A.D. 476; by Mede, Cressener, Lowman, and 
Dr. Keith, to the subsequent eclipse of Rome, 
A.D. 476-540; by Sir I. Newton to the wars 
of Belisarius, A.D. 535-552; by Mr. Faber, 
and Mr. Frere, to the reign of Phocas, and the 
Persian invasion of the East, A.D. 602-610.” 


II. (a) Ordinary “ Preterists” :— 

BOSSUET sees in the first four Visions :— 
(1) The desolation of the Jews under Trajan ; 
—(2) The last desolation of the Jews under 
Hadrian ;—(3) In the “Star” Barchochab 
(“Son of the Star”), the cause of the deso- 
lation under the second Trumpet ;—(4) The 
darkening of prophecy by the malice of the 
Jews at this very time; Christ is “the sun ;” 
the Church is “the zoon;" the Apostles, 
“the stars) “On marque seulement la 
troisiéme partie, quand la menace ne regarde 
ni la totalité ni la plus grande partie." 

W'ETSTEIN:—(1) The burnt trees and grass 
denote the villages and country parts of Judza, 
where the sedition first showed itself; —(2) 
The burning ‘mountain” which stained the sea 
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with blood, and also (3) The * Star" which 
made the waters bitter, signify the slaughter 
of the Jews at Cæsarea and Scythopolis ;—(4) 
The obscuration of sun, moon, and stars de- 
notes anarchy in the Jewish commonwealth. 
HERDER: The first four Trumpets are 
signals of tumults, massacres and contests 
in Judza, internal and external, under Florus 
and the Zealot Eleazar (Maran Atha, in loc.). 
(b) Rationalistic “ Preterists” :— 
VOLKMAR : In the first four Trumpets the 
Seer beholds the calamities which the world 
endured A.D. 63 (Tac., Ann. xv. 47), A.D. 68 
(Tac. Hist, i. 3), and A.D. 69 (Hist. i. 18): the 
prodigy of blood as rain was always believed at 
Rome— sanguine pluit? (Liv. xxxix. 46) ; the 
Seer has also in his view, a Volcano, a falling 
Meteor, and an Eclipse. 
'To the same effect RENAN. 


III “ Futurists” :— 

Topp assumes that the judgments predicted 
in the first four Trumpet-Visions are to be 
understood literally. He appeals to the 
manner in which “ our Lord has predicted a 
visitation of the same kind as one of the signs 
of His future coming” (Luke xxi. 25, 26) ; 
and concludes that the judgments foretold on 
the sounding of these Trumpets are future 
and equally literal (p. 135). 

De Burcu: “I consider [the first four 
'Trumpets] future ; and of this we have a two- 
fold evidence”:—(a) “The variety of ex- 
planations offered on the supposition of fulfil- 
ment”; (2) “The necessity, on that hypothesis, 
for a forcible accommodation of the whole 
language." ‘Thus if, as expositors contend, 
the trees, grass, &c., figuratively mean persons, 
then these four Trumpets affect the inhabit- 
ants of the earth as well as the last three; 
whereas under them inanimate objects alone 
are affected, while we read in ch. viii. 13: 
“Woe, woe, woe, to the inbabitants of the 
earth by reason of the other voices of the 
Trumpets of the three Angels, which are yet 
to sound!” Cf. also ch. ix. 4, where “the 
grass, trees, &c." are distinguished from men 
(/.c., pp. 186-188). 

On the fact that scarcely any two expositors 
agree in the division of the same subject 
among these four Trumpets, Mr. Faber ob- 
serves: “So curious a circumstance may well 
be deemed the opprobrium of Apocalyptic 
interpretation, and may naturally lead us to 
suspect that the true key to the distinct ap- 
plication of the four first Trumpets has never 
yet been found, or, if found, has never yet 
been satisfacterily used." 


THE THREE “ WOoE-TRUMPETS." 


The three remaining Trumpets, generally 
styled the “ Woe-Trumpets,” are introduced 
in ch. viii. 13. It will be convenient to give 
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here a summary of the principal opinions as 
to the fifth and sixth Trumpets (ch. ix.), re- 
serving for the present any remarks on the 
seventh, ch. xi. 15. 

5) Dr. Todd reduces the various interpre- 
tations of the “locusts” in the fifth Trumpet- 
Vision to four classes: (1) The ancient 
opinion that they are evil spirits; and their 
appearance still future ;—(2) The medieval or 
controversial opinion, that they denote here- 
tics. ‘This is the opinion of Beda, Haymo, 
Berengaudus, &c., each applying the prophecy 
to the heretics of his own day. Under this 
head may be classed Roman Catholic writers 
(e.g. Bellarmin) who see in the locusts only 
Luther and the Protestants; as well as Pro- 
testant writers (e.g., Ussher, Bochart, Forbes, 
Parzus, &c.), who apply the Prophecy to the 
Pope, the Monks, the Inquisition ;—(3) The 
“Historical” interpretations: These were 
begun by Aureolus, De Lyra, and their fol- 
lowers who apply the prophecy to the Vandals, 
A.D. 441—536, and have since been adopted by 
subsequent writers, some of whom (including 
the *Preterists"—e.g. Hammond, Rosen- 
müller, Ewald, &c.) have had recourse to 
earlier times, and interpret the locusts of the 
Roman wars in Judza, ending in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Modern commen- 
tators, since the time of Mede, generally 
suppose this prophecy to have been fulfilled 
in the victories or the religion of Mohammed ; 
although Vitringa rejects this theory, and. 
returns to the more ancient application of it 
to the Goths and Vandals ;—(4) * Futurists " 
(eg. the Jesuit Lessius, and De Burgh) 
think that literal locusts are intended— 
“vere locust," as Lessius expresses it, 
“ licet peregrine et monstrosz " (7. c. p. 148). 

(6) Dr. Todd again sums up the opinions 
of modern writers as to the sixth Trumpet :— 


(x) “ Preterists" ^ Grotius takes the four 
Angels to be the generals of Vespasian, Titus, 
Mucianus, and ‘Tiberius Alexander, whose 
armies penetrated as far as the Euphrates. 
Hammond supposes them to be the generals 
of Vespasian : these were bound, because Ves- 
pasian was for a long time hindered by the 
affairs of Rome from coming against Jeru- 
salem, and bound in the Euphrates, i.e., in 
Rome, for the Euphrates surrounded Baby- 
lon and is here put for the city Babylon, ze., : 
for Rome. 

(2) The “ Historical” | commentators. 
Four nations are intended, viz., the Arabs, 
Saracens, Tartars, and Turks, who dwelt 
beyond the Euphrates, and were now per- 
mitted to cross it. So Parzus, Cotter, &c. 
Others of the same school (Durham, Forbes, 
Piscator) understand the Mohammedans, 
who are called four either to denote a suffi- 
cient number, or to indicate that this plague 
would extend to the four corners of the ~ 
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earth. Mede, Sir I. Newton, and Bishop 
Newton suppose the Turks to be the subject 
of the prophecy; because they divided them- 
selves after they had crossed the Euphrates 
into four Sultanries ; and the loosing of these 
four took place after the Crusades, i.e., 
about the year 1300; or, as Daubuz sup- 
poses, when the Ottomans were invited over 
by Cantacuzen, A.D. 1346. Faber takes the 
four Angels to be four Turkish dynasties, 
viz. Persia, Kerman, Syria, and Rhoum, 
A.D. 1092; who killed the third part of men, 
łe., destroyed the Roman Empire in the East, 
A.D. I453; and so Keith and Habershon. 
With Lowman and Doddridge the Angels are 
the Saracens, who were loosed A.D. 513, and 
who are spoken of as four merely to denote 
the universality of their ravages. Mr. Cun- 
ninghame supposes the number four to be 
mystical, signifying complete, entire; and the 
Euphrates to be put for the Turkish nation 
(p. 154). 

As to “the hour, day, month, and year” 
(ch. ix. 15) some maintain that only a fixed 


or appointed time is denoted (so Grotius, 
Hammond, Daubuz, Lowman, Doddridge). 
Bishop Newton, on the “ Year-day ” theory, 
makes the period 391 years and 15 days, from 
the first victory of the Turks over Christians, 
A.D. 1281, to the Jast, the taking of Cameniec 
from the Poles, A.D. 1672. Mr. Faber under- 
stands this period to be 396 years, 3 months, 
beginning with the reign of Othman, June 9, 
1301, and ending with Prince Eugene’s vic- 
tory at Zenta, Sept. 1, 1697. Mr. Cunning- 
hame takes it to be the period of their prepara- 
tion for destroying men, or 391 years from 
A.D. 1057, to A.D. 1448; and so Mr. Keith, 
who reckons 396 years, 103 days, from A.D. 
1057 to A.D. 1453. Mr. Habershon makes 
it the period during which the Turks will 
hold Constantinople, viz., 391 years, and 
one month, from May 29, 1453, to June, 
1844. 

Mr. Tyso (see Note A. on ch. vi.) sums 
up, as before, the conclusions of the “ His- 
torical” commentators as to the dates of the 
several 'T'rumpet- Visions :— 














| | Cunning- 
Mede. | R. Fleming] Daubuz. | Frere. | Faber. | Thos, Scott. hame. 
: ——————— | SS ER pa NER. 
, A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. 
I Arius . 365 339 395 376 395 388. 376 
2 Macedonius 410 405 410 395 439 412 393 
3 Pelagius. 475 475 442 439 402 450 441 
4 Eutyches 542 568 454 628 603 476 476 
5 Valens . 591 622 612 632 604 606 533 
6 Heretics 846 1067 1356 1062 1301 1281 1302 
7 Favourers of 35 1516 1517 1792 1789 ey 1792 
Heretics. | 

















This list of “ Historical” interpreters may 
be closed with a rather doubtful example :— 


I. With Stern (5) the //fz5 Trumpet denotes 
heresy, including the errors, from the end of 
Cent. iv., of the Cathari, the Albigenses and 
"Waldenses, down to the Pantheists of our own 
day ;—(6) the sixth, the beginning of the last 
persecution, shortly before the coming of 
Antichrist. ‘Then, at “the hour, day, month, 
and year” which God has determined on in 
His counsels, the Judgment falls. 


II. (a) Ordinary “ Preterists ? : — 

(s) BossgET understands by the fifth 
'Trumpetthe heresies which, having their origin 
among the Jews against the Person of Christ 
and the Trinity, were subsequently revived 
by Theodotus of Byzantium (who succeeded 
Gerinthus) and by Artemon (A.D. 196). 
Heresy is a “scorpion,” which secretes its 
noxious venom; the sting is in the tail—ze., 
concealed behind, for heresy has a fair aspect 
(vers. 5, 10). This Trumpet also indicates the 
war of Persia against Rome, and the calamities 
thence arising which made men weary of life 
(ver. 6). The “locusts” (ver. 7) have * as it 
were crowns like unto gold,” i.e., of false gold, 


unlike the crowns in ch. iv. 4—heretics put 
forth a vain imitation of Truth. . (6) The sixth 
Trumpet brings us down to A.D. 260, 270, 
and the Council against the heresy of Paul of 
Samosata, when the second “ Woe” begins 
(ver. 12). The Persian army crossed the 
Euphrates; and then, in the fall of Valerian, 
began the fall of Rome. In vv. 16, 17 is de- 
scribed the armour of the Persian cavalry, 
which marched with the force of lions. ‘The 
“ serpents” in ver. 19 denote the arrows 
which, after the Parthian fashion, the Persians 
shot back upon the foe. 

(b) Rationalistic “ Preterists " :— 

VOLKMAR : His principle is that the Eagle of 
ch. viii. 13 is the type of the Roman Empire. 
(5) The “fallen Star” in the fifth Trumpet 
is Nero, who leads a demon-host from the 
Abyss against Rome and the Roman world, 
but not against the Christians (the “Sealed " 
of ch. vii. 4; ix. 4), who however had been 
subject to the other natural plagues, except 
the pestilence in ch. xvi. 2. After Nero, or 
“ Apollyon” (ver. 12) follow two “ Woes”— 
Galba, now the reigning Emperor, and a 
seventh not yet come (ch. xvii. ro). (6) 
Nero, returning as Antichrist, brings his 
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hellish host nearer from the boundary of the 
Parthian Kingdom—the Euphrates. 


III. “ Futurists? :— 

Topp: (5) As a “Futurist” this writer 
treats the “locust” Vision as related to the 
Sealing of ch. vii.3. After the restoration of 
the Jewish people to the land of Canaan, 
Satan will raise against them the agency of evil 
spirits; and these, either under the appearance 
of literal locusts, or by the instrumentality of 
natural locusts or of a human army, will not 


CHAPTER: X, 


1 A mighty strong angel appeareth with a book 
open im his hand. 6 He sweareth by him 
that liveth for ever, that there shall be no 


[Veen 


injure vegetation, but will merely injure (not 
destroy) men, except the Sealed of the children 
of Israel. ‘The torment of each is to continue 
for five literal months, or five literal months 
make up the entire duration of this judgment ; 
—(6) The region of the Euphrates is here- 
after to become the scene of the last great 
struggle between * the Prince of this World” 
and the people of God,—the army of horse- 
men being now permitted to £// the third part 
of men, while the locusts were permitted only 
to £orment.—(l.c., pp. 136-151). 


more time. 9 John is commanded to take 
and eat the book. 


ND I saw another mighty 


angel come down from hea- 








[Ver. r7 ipu. Ver. 2 éxyov. 





Ver. 4 om. T. Qovàs éavràv.—om. pot.—pij avrá [1, agreeing 


with the Comm. of Andreas, reads kai perà rara ypádeis. This, Er., after the et noli ea 
scribere of the Vulgate, changed into kai py rabra ypawns]. Ver. 5 T. xetpa abro) riv ðeéráv. 


Ver. 6 [N, A om. kal v. ÓáXacc. k. rà èv abr; ]—obkért éoat. 


Oo)Aous ro)s mpodjras. 
Ver. 11 Aéyovow.] 


Ver. 8 AaXoUgav.—Aéyovcaav.—DiX(ov.—roU ayy. 


Ver. 7 érehéoOn.—7ovs éavr. 
Ver. 9 dovvat. 





THE Two EPISODES (x. 1—xi. 13). 


Two episodes, that of the * Little Book ” 
(ch. x. 2) and that of the * Measuring of the 
Temple” (ch. xi. 1-13), now separate the end 
of the sixth from the beginning of the seventh 
Trumpet-Vision (ch. ix. 21; xi r5); just as 
the two episodes of ch. vii. 4, 9 separate the 
sixth and seventh Seals. ‘The relation of this 
tenth chapter to the general drift of the Vision 
is more difficult to discern than in the case of 
ch.vii. Among ancient writers, some (e. g. Pri- 
masius, Beda, Berengaudus,) understand by 
ch. x. the propagation of Christianity ; while 
others(e.g. Andreasand Arethas) merely regard 
it as introductory to what follows. Mede and 
Bishop Newton consider this chapter as in- 
tended to explain how St. John received the 
prophecy of ch. xi.-xiv.; and as giving an ac- 
count of his “ inauguration " (“ sic fuit Joannis 
inauguratio," Mede, /.c., p. 478) into his pro- 
phetic office. Mede also regards the * Second 
Woe,” ending at ch. xi. 14, as identical with 
the plague of the sixth Trumpet; while he 
makes the second chief prophecy of the 
Revelation to be that of the “ Little Book,” 
which sets out from the same beginning of 
Apocalyptic time as the Seals, and proceeds 
from ch. x. 8 to the end. I. Williams thinks 
that as, in the first Seal, we see the single 
Horseman in Judea, and in the first Trumpet 
the Church going forth from the ruins of 
Jerusalem,—so here we have a Vision of the 
expansion of the Gospel throughout the world; 


the Book given to St. John being “his in- 
auguration into the deeper knowledge of the 
kingdom," and all that follows after ch. xi. be- 
ing * Recapitulation," and unfolding mysteries 
heretofore unrevealed. “The Little Book,” 
writes Mr. Maurice, “is to interpret those 
puzzling passages of human history which 
exhibit periods of revolution and anarchy ;"— 
* a Book of judgment ” (p. 172). 

De Wette, Alford, and others limit the 
* Second Woe” to ch, ix. 13-21 ; and Hengst. 
connects ch. xi 14 with ch. ix. 21. Ebrard. 
on the other hand (s. 348) would restrict the 
* Second Woe” to “the mystic earthquake” of 
ch. xi. 13, explaining the interlude thus :—4As 
in ch. vii. ı the course of the Divine judg- 
ments is arrested before that final judgment 
with which the delay allowed by Divine grace 
comes to an end; so here God strives to bring 
men to repentance, first through those un- 
revealed acts symbolized by “ the Seven 
Thunders” (ch. x. 4)—an effort which the close 
of Ps. xxix. tells us will not be without fruit; : 
and secondly, by “the mystic earthquake” 
(or “Second Woe”) which occurs after the 
Law and the Gospel have ultimately failed, 
and which destroys the tenth part of the 
kingdom of Antichrist. On an opposite prin- 
ciple, Vitringa (pp. 422, 485) regards the cala- 
mities described from ch. ix. 13 to ch. xi. 14, 
as all belonging to the “Second Woe,” that 
is, to the sixth Trumpet; while Bengel ex- 
cludes from the *Second Woe" the whole 
passage from ch. x. 1 to ch. xi. 13. 


y. 2.] 


ven, clothed with a cloud: and a 
rainbow was upon his head, and his 
face was as it were the sun, and his 
feet as pillars of fire : 
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2 And he had in his hand a little 
book open: and he set his right foot 
upon the sea, and Ais left foot on the 
earth, 





Bisping notes:—Before the “Third Woe,” 
comes the judgment on Israel; and these 
two Episodes form the transition from the 
first to the second half of “the last World- 
Week” (s. 164) :—see on ch. ix. 12. 


CHAPTER X. 


Tue LITTLE Book (1-11). 


l. And I saw another mighty angel] Cf. 
ch. v. 2; xviii 21. This Angel corresponds 
to the “ another Angel” of ch. vii. 2 ; and the 
epithet “mighty” points to an analogy be- 
tween him and the Angel of ch. v. 2, where, 
in like manner, a “ Book ”—the “Sealed Book” 
—is the theme. De Wette understands the 
word “another” as distinguishing this Angel 
from the Angel of ch. viii. 13 (“the Eagle”); 
or of ch. ix. 13; or of some one of the 
Trumpet-Angels. With the early expositors 
generally, Mede, Hengst, Words., Bisping 
understand Christ; the symbols—the “‘c/oud” 
(ch. i. 7), the “feet as pillars of fire” (cf. 
ch. i. 15), and especially the “ rainbow,” 
(ch. iv. 3)—denoting how God tempers justice 
with mercy. ‘To the same effect Hippolytus 
(* Ancolitus "—see Note A on ch. xii. 5 ; La- 
garde, 7. c., p. 26), writes that St. John here, 
and Daniel (xii. 1-7) both beheld the Word of 
God. Vitringa, arguing from the oath in ver. 
6, concludes that it can be no created being 
(cf. Hebr. vi. 17) ; and he leaves it uncertain 
whether the reference is to Christ or to the 
Holy Ghost. On the other hand, Bengel 
argues from ver. 6 that this Angel cannot be 
Christ; and so Stern: we may also note 
how the description here differs from that 
in ch. i r3-16 where Christ appears. In 
*the mighty Angel" Daubuz sees Luther ;— 
Keith and Elliott, the power of Christ mani- 
fested in the Reformation, and discerned by 
Luther ;—“ the descent of the Angel,” writes 
Mr. Cunninghame (The Seals and Trumpets, 
4th ed. ch. viii.), “is the French Revolution 
OL 1780s, 

coming down out of seaven,| Alford con- 
siders that the Seer, as in ch. iv. r; is still in 
heaven :—but cf. vv. 8, 9. Hengst. justly ob- 
serves that there is a latitude as to St. John’s 
position: when the Vision is seen on earth, 
he is on earth—e.g. “in the wilderness” (ch. 
xvii. 3); but when the Vision is in heaven, he 
is there (chs xi, 16 ; xix. x). 

clothed with a cloud;| The cloud, charged 
with lightnings and thunders, is the symbol of 
judgment—see ch. viii. 5; xi. 19; xvi. 18. 


and the rainbow [was] upon bis bead,| 
(4^ Upon"— see the note on ch.i. 20). The “rain- 
bow ”—the well-known emblem of mercy, 
Gen. ix. 13. Compare ch. iv. 3; Ezek. i. 28. 


and bis face [was] as the sun,| The em- 
blem of the glory with which he was invested 
—cf, ch. i. 16; xviii. 1; Luke ix. 26. 

as pillars of fire;| Not merely shining, as in 
ch. i. 15; but intimating the fire of judgment, 
ch. xx. 9. Referring to ch. iii. r2, Hengst. 
understands by “pillars ” unchangeable sted- 
fastness. 


2. and be bad in bis hand] (Gr. and 
having—see vv. /].). As commentators point 
out, his /eft hand—see ver. 5. 


a little book] ‘The diminutive of the word 
used in ch. v. 1 :—see note A at the end of this 
chapter, and on ver. 8. This Book, as to 
the contents of which nothing is revealed, 
is, apparently, altogether distinct from the 
* Sealed Book" of ch.v. It probably con- 
tains the commission given to the Seer in 
ver. 11 :—cf. Ezek. iii. 2, 11. 

open:] In contrast to the “ Sealed Book” of 
ch. v.:—it lies unrolled on the Angel's hand, 
see ver. 8. ‘The * Little Book,” notes Bisping, 
(see on ver. 8), forms part of the “Sealed 
Book;" and because its seventh Seal had 
been broken (ch. viii. 1) this portion of it is 
“ open”: and so Burger ;—it is open, notes 
Ebrard, in contrast to the concealed meaning 
of the Thunder-Voices, ver. 4;—it is open, 
notes Stuart, because, as it concerns the 
pagan persecutors of the Church, it has less 
mystery than the “Sealed Book” which con- 
tains the destiny of God's people. 

and be set his right foot on the sea, and his 
left on ze earth;| Intimating the judicial 
authority committed to him over the whole 
world, as contrasted with the partial judg- 
ments of the first four Trumpets (ch. viii. 7— 
12):—cf. Ps. viii. 6. Bleek takes the words 
to mean the colossal form of the Angel, visible 
to the Universe. Among allegorizing interpre- 
tations, C. à Lapide and Alcazar refer to 
Christ's preaching to Jews and Gentiles ;— 
Bengel understands Europe and Asia ;—K eith, 
England (the sea), and Germany (the land) ;— 
Hengst. interprets, as in ch. viii. 8, “the sea of 
the nations," and he takes this passage (vv. 2—7) 
as intended to calm the disquietude which the 
contents of'the “ Little Book” were likely to 
produce ;—according to Elliott, the Angel 
with the “ Little Book open” is a prediction 
of the Reformation. 


3 And cried with a loud voice, as 
when a lion roareth : and when he 
had cried, seven thunders uttered their 
voices. 

4 And when the seven thunders 
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[v. 3—4: 


had uttered their voices, I was about 
to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those 
things which the seven thunders ut- 
tered, and write them not. 








8. and he cried witha great voice, as a lion 
roareth:| Denoting the menacing tone of the 
voice. What the utterance was the text does 
not explain—cf. Hos. xi. 10; Am. iii. 8. 
Alford regards this entire description as a 
literal representation of the Vision ;—Bengel 
would refer the cry to ver. 6 ;—Ebrard thinks 
that the Angel by his cry gives the signal to 
the Seven Thunders, as in ch. ix. 14 the Angel 
of the sixth Trumpet gives the signal to the 
four Euphrates-Angels. 


and when he cried, the seven thunders] 
It is to be noted that the Jews were wont 
to speak of thunder as * the seven voices" : this 
usage was founded on the seven-fold repetition 
of *the voice of the Lord" in Ps. xxix.—see 
Eisenmenger, Entdecktes Judenthum, i. 426. 
Accordingly, there is here a personification, 
as if the seven spirits of thunder uttered their 
voices together :—cf. ch. xiv. 2. They issue, 
as it were, from the cloud which veils the 
Angel, and are the echo of his lion-voice. 

Beda takes the Seven Thunders to be iden- 
tical with the Seven Trumpets ;—Mede under- 
stands seven Oracles of unknown import, 
which divide the seventh Trumpet into certain 
periods ;—Ebrard, seven events occurring be- 
tween the sixth and seventh Trumpets, which 
conduce to the repose of the saints and the 
discomfiture of God’s enemies ;—Vitringa, the 
seven Crusades (see Gibbon, ch. lix.) ;—Dau- 
buz, the seven kingdoms that received the 
Reformation ;—Elliott, the Bull fulminated 
from the Seven-hilled City against Luther ;— 
Burger thinks that God’s judicial omnipotence 
is intended; and he compares the expression 
* the Seven Spirits” in ch. i. 4; iv. 5; v. 6. 

Many explain the article—“the Seven 
Thunders”—by the constant use of the 
number seven in Apocalyptic imagery (e.g. 
ch. i. 20); and thus, seven being the symbol of 
completion, Words. understands “all the 
thunders.” Hengst. observes that, except in 
Mark iii. 17, where St. John himself is: des- 
cribed as a *son of thunder," the word 
“thunder ” is found in the New Testament 
only in St. John’s writings :—see John xii. 29, 
on which verse our Lord Himself gives a 
comment, in vv. 30, 31, with reference to His 
glory, and to the future Judgment. 


their voices.) Gr. “their own voices" 
—voices of a character peculiar to them ; with 
a reference, perhaps, to their remaining un- 
written. 


4. And when the seven thunders uttered 
[their voices],] See vv. //.:—Gr. spake. 


I was about to write:] Viz. what they 
had uttered: according to the command in 
ch. i. rr, and as the Seer séems to have 
understood the words—see ch. i. 19. 

It seems to be intimated here that St. John 
was employed in writing during the intervals 
of his Visions. 


and I heard a voice from heaven) As to the 
indefiniteness of the speaker, see on ch. i. ro. 


saying, Seal up the things] Omit 
* unto me ”—see vv. ll. 


which the seven thunders uttered, and write 
them not.) (On the text of codex 1—as of the 
Complutensian and other Andreas-texts,—see 
vv. ll). Although understood by St. John, 
what was uttered is not revealed to us (Actsi. - 
7); while in ch. xxii. ro he is commanded not 
to seal the prophecy, “for the time is at hand.” 
The details of the catastrophe are passed over 
in silence by the Seer in this passage, and a 
similar silence as to details may be noted in 
ch. xi. 15-19. Stuart considers that what is 
thus passed over in ch. x1. 15-19 is that which 
the Thunders here declared, and that which 
St. John is forbidden to write, through pity 
for the weakness of men. Reuss inter- 
prets: All is known to the prophet; yet he 
must not yield to the natural impatience of 
mortals by at once describing the final re- 
sult:—he must disclose the events in suc- 
cession, *according to the regular evolution 
of the facts." 

The command not to write, observes 
Andreas (/.c., p. 55), is a command to fix 
the voices in his memory; the fulfilment is 
reserved for the last times. Until that time 
when their fulfilment gives light, the voices, 
notes Hengst., are only provisionally sealed 
(cf. Dan. viii. 26; xii. 4). In the continuous 
narrative of the Apocalypse, observes I. 
"Williams (p. 478), there occurs this excep- 
tion; and the silence here may account for 
the difficulty in attempting to elucidate the 
nature of the last conflict with Antichrist :— 
“We learn from St. John and from St. Paul, 
that their churches had been informed of 
the coming of ‘the wicked one,’ or personal 
Antichrist; and that they knew well of the 
power that withholdeth: but of these things 
the next generation had no knowledge” :—see 
St. August., De Civ. Dei, xx. 10. ; 


v. 5—7.] 


5 And the angel which I saw 
stand upon the sea and upon the 
earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 

6 And sware by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, who created heaven, 
and the things that therein are, and 
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the earth, and the things that therein 
are, and the sea, and the things which 
are therein, that there should be time 
no longer: 

7 But in the days of the voice of 
the seventh angel, when he shall begin 





5. which Isaw standing on the sea and 
on the earth] Viz. in ver. 2. 


lifted up his right hand to beavven,] (See 
wv. ll). The gesture of one who swears,— 
Gen. xiv. 22: cf. Dan. xii. 7. His left hand 
held the “ Little Book.” 


6. and sware by him] (For the constr. 
cf. Matt. v. 34, &c.). In order to remove the 
possible doubts of the suffering Church, or 
of the unbelieving world (2 Pet. iii. 4). 


that liveth for ever and ever, A title 
taken from Deut. xxxii. 40; cf. Isai. lvii. 15. 

the heaven, and the things that are 
therein, and the earth and the things that 
are therein, and the sea and the things 
that are therein] (MSS. of very high 
authority omit “and the sea, and the things 
that are therein”—see vv. ll). The form 
of this oath confirms the conclusion that the 
Angel, in ver. 1, is not Christ. 

that there shall be time mo Jonger:] Or 
that there shall be delay no longer:] 
See vv. /. For the word rendered “ time” 
(chronos), see on ch. i. 3 ; ii. 21). 

There are different interpretations here :— 

(1) That there should be the end of that 
portion of finite duration which we call time, 
and the beginning of eternity; viz. that all 
shall be finished under the seventh Trumpet, 
now about to sound (cf. ch. vi. 11) : —* There 
will be then, says Aretas, no evening; no sun 
to mark the courses of time; the sun shall be 
hidden by a far greater Light, as the stars are 
now by the day. CEcumenius: Time will be 
then no more, inasmuch as it will not be 
measured by the sun, but life everlasting ex- 
ceeding the numbering of time. The seventh 
Seal, and seventh Trumpet are as the seventh 
Day in Genesis, which has no evening."—I. 
Williams, Zc., p. 180. 

(2) Rendering differently,—and this seems 
to give the correct meaning,—* There shall 
be no longer delay,” “respite,” “an in- 
terval :” cf. ch. ii. 21, and the verb in Matt. 
xxiv. 48; Luke xii. 45. Diisterd. argues that 
the seventh verse imposes a “chronological ” 
sense: and he adds, “ The Angel swears that 
between the present point of duration—sud- 
sequent to the close of the sixth Trumpet, ch. 
ix. 21, but before the end of the second Woe, 
ch. xi. 14—and the fulfilment of the mystery 
under the seventh Trumpet, no time shall 
intervene.” So Hammond, * There shall be 
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no longer delay,"—as in Hab. ii. 3, “it will 
not tarry” (où u) xpovion); cf. Heb. x. 37. 
So also many others, —“ the little time” re- 
ferred to in ch. vi. x1. having now come to an 
end. Thus Hengst.: The Church is consoled by 
the promise that there shall not be under the 
seventh Trumpet the same de/ay in the coming 
of God's kingdom as there had been before. 

(3) Ebrard understands *a space of time 
wherein to repent" (* Gnaden-Frist,”), as in 
ch.ii.21. Bishop Wordsworth: ‘There shall 
be no longer any delay or respite for re- 
pentance save only in the days of the Zast 
Angel" See on ver. 7. 

(4) Mede explains: The żime of the Four 
Monarchies, or rather of the last kingdom 
—i.e., the Roman—the last period of the 
‘time, times, and half a time’ [ch. xii. 14, 
where, however, kapós is used]—shall be no 
longer; and the fourth, or Roman Beast 
being slain (Dan. vii. 23-25; xii. 7), the 
kingdom shall be given to the saints of the 
Most High (p. 476). 

(5) Bishop Newton, Lowman, Daubuz, &c., 
accepting the reading of the Textus Receptus, 
take the words to signify : “ The time [of the 
fulfilment] shall not be yet, but it shall be 
when the seventh Trumpet sounds.” 

(6) Bengel (see Introd.,$ 11 (b), IV.), taking 
a ^ Chronus” to be 11114 years, counts from 
the earlier part of A.D. 725 (* Eudo Saracenos 
A. 726 vicit"); and renders: “there shall not 
elapse a Chronus." Hence he places the end 
of all things in the year 1836. On this verse 
he also founds his period of a “ Non-chronus,” 
greater than 999% (1000) years, and less than 
IIIIl years; and counting from A.D. 800, the 
date of the origin of the German Empire under 
Charles the Great, he again obtains as the 
time of the end A.D. 1836. 


"7. but in the days] The connexion, ac- 
cording to the second interpretation of ver. 6, 
is: “ There shall be no delay: on the con- 
trary, when the seventh Angel is about to 
sound, then is finished,” &c. 

Words. (see above on ver. 6) understands, 
“except,” or “save only "—see Matt. xx. 23; 
Mark x. 40: God, in His mercy, will give a 
brief respite on the eve of the final consum- 
mation, in order that the ungodly may repent. 

Bengel considers that the seventh Angel 
will sound continually during the days at 
the end of which comes “the last Trump” 
(a Cor. xv. 52) 

RR 
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to sound, the mystery of God should 
be finished, as he hath declared to his 
servants the prophets. 





when he is about to sound,] These 
words are an explanatory description of “the 
voice of tbe seventh Angel” (cf. Mark xiii. 4). 

Elliott renders, “at what time soever he 
may have to sound,”—an indefiniteness which 
scarcely agrees with the usage of the N. T. 


then is finished] Or fulfilled] (See 
«v. Il.—cf. John xiii.-31; xv. 6). So Winer, 
«dann ist vollendet," the apodosis beginning 
with kais Ebrard and Düsterd. make xat 
with the aorist correspond to the Hebr. Vav 
with the perfect in Ex. xvi. 6, 7; Xvi. 4,— 
where the LXX. use kat with the future. Or, 
we may render, “when he is about to 
sound [all shall come to pass]: and the 
mystery of God is finished." 


the mystery of God,] As being still 
future (1 Cor. ii. 9); cf. on ch. i. 20; xvii. 5. 
The “nearest authentic explanation of the 
mystery” Düsterd. finds (under the seventh 
Trumpet) in ch. xi. 17, &c. ;—in ch. xi. 15, 
18, notes Hengst. “the things concealed here 
from the Church actually appear Stuart 
considers that these words absolutely demon- 
strate that the * Sealed Book” is brought to 
a close in ch. xi:—the world looked on in 
silence (ch. viii. 1) when the last Seal was 
broken and divided into Seven Trumpets; 
the Trumpets admit of no subdivision; there 
is an interval (ch. xi. 1-14), and then the 
mystery is fulfilled.—V ol. ii. p. 210, note. 


according to the good tidings which 
he declared fo his servants the prophets.] 
Or brought to. Asin Amos. iii.7 For the 
construction with the accusative, see vv. //.,and 
cf: Luke iii. 18; Acts viii. 25. In the N. T. 
the verb (edayyeAigw) is found in the active 
only here, and in ch. xiv. 6; it does not 
occur elsewhere in St. John's writings :— 
we may translate literally, ^as He evangel- 
ized His servants." 

De Wette makes the period of three years 
and a half, spoken of in Dan. vii. 25 ; xii. 7, and 
referred to in Rev. xi. 2; xii. 14; xili. 5, to 
begin now; and in this fact he finds the 
meaning of the present verse. So also 
Bisping notes: “ The 33 ‘times’ of Daniel 
are identical with our ‘days of the seventh 
Trumpet.” With the sounding of the seventh 
Trumpet begins the second half of Daniel’s 
‘World-week :"—the mystery revealed of old 
to the prophets will be fulfilled under the 
Seventh ‘Trumpet. 

Hitherto, according to Mede, the second 
prophecy of the Apocalypse has referred to the 
fate of the Roman Empire; henceforward it 
treats of the fortunes of the Church :—the 


[v. 8. 


8 And the voice which I heard 
from heaven spake unto me again, 
and said, Go and take the little book 





former was the theme of the “Sealed Book,” 
ch.v. 1; the latter is the theme of the “ Little 
Book” of this chapter; and from the eighth 
verse here to the end of the Apoc., the third 
chief division of the Revelation proceeds— 
although “some of the sequent Visions [e. g. 
ch. xii.] do begin at the beginning of Apoca- 
lyptical time” (/.c., p. 583). The whole Book 
is thus divided by Mede into three chief pro- 
phecies, each ushered in by “a great voice 
as of a Trumpet”—viz. at ch. i. 10; ch. iv. a4 
Chi 48 


8. And the voice which I beard from 
heaven,| See ver. 4. 

[I heard it] again speaking with me, 
and saying,] See vv. I. Cf. ch. iv. 1. 

Go,] Cf. ch. xvi. 1; the command is obeyed 
in ver. 9. (Omit and.) = 

take the book] See vv. /. In ver. 2 
it is described as “a Little Book,” which, 
as usually explained, is contrasted with the 
“Sealed Book,” ch. v.1. Of the contents of 
the Sealed Book the “Little Book” forms 
part,—so Vitringa, Diisterd., and others. As 
differing from “the great sealed roll of God's 
purposes,” Alf. understands by it “ one portion 
of those purposes which was to be made the 
Seer’s own for his future prophesyings,” ze., 
the subject of the rest of the Book ;—It is 
* less copious” than the “ Sealed Book,” notes 
Stuart ;—It is diminutive, according to Bengel, 
as opposed to the great form of the Angel, 
ver. 1 ;—According to Eichhorn, its size has 
a reference to the eating of the Book by 
the Seer, ver. 9. ‘Beda sees in it the New 
Test., as contrasted with the Old;—The 
* Sealed Book," according to Hengst., con- 
tains the judgments on the world; the 
* Little Book” differs from it, it contains the 
destinies of the degenerate Church (cf. Mede 
in the note on ver. 7) ;—According to Ewald 
it contains the destiny of Jerusalem ;—Ebrard 
finds the contents of the * Little Book” in 
ch. xi.;—De Burgh applies it solely to the 
testimony of the “ Two Witnesses ;"—Elliott, 
to the special commission of Christ to Luther 
and the preachers of the Reformation :—Stern 
sees in it a special revelation respecting 
Antichrist; and it lies “ open,” because while 
Antichrist rules no one can plead ignorance 
as to the destinies of the Church. 

Godet, who considers that the contents of 
the * Little Book” are summed up in ch. xi. 
1-13, also includes a reference to Antichrist 
(see on ch. xi. 13; xvii 16): he takes the 
* Little Book” to be, as it were, a paren- 
thesis in the * Great Book" of ch. v. 1; and' 


V. 9—10.] 


which is open in the hand of the 
angel which standeth upon the sea 
and upon the earth, 

9 And I went unto the angel, and 
said unto him, Give me the little 
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book. And he said unto me, Takes e m 


it, and eat it up; and it shall make 
thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy 
mouth sweet as honey. 

10 And I took the little book out 





to be the announcement (anticipated in the 
prophetic picture itself) of the conversion of 
Israel. In proof Godet refers to the appear- 
ance of Antichrist, the Beast, in ch. xi. 7, who 
has quitted Rome for Jerusalem (ch. xi. 8), 
where we recognize the faithful Jews who 
worship at the Altar (ch. xi. 1) ; as well as the 
rest of the people, * almost completely pagan- 
ized,” represented by the “court which is 
without” (ch. xi. 2).—/.c., pp. 355-357. 

Mr. Faber regards the episode of the “ Little 
Book” as identical with ch. X.—xiv., or the 
history ofthe Western Church, from A.D. 604. 
This episode he interposes between the first 
and second divisions of the great Sealed Book 
—see on ch. v. 1; and he makes the period 
embraced byit to begin with the 44 Trumpet 
(ch. ix. 1) with which it partially synchro- 
nizes, and to extend to the end of the world. 

Wordsworth: “We shall see reason to 
believe the Ji#t/e roll of St. John concerns the 
power which is called the LITTLE HORN, 
by Daniel (vii. 8, 20), namely the spiritual 
power of Rome;’—The introduction of the 
“ Little Book" before the seventh Trumpet 
arises, notes I. Williams (p. 180), from the 
fact that St. John, after partaking of the 
hidden knowledge which it contains (ver. 9), 
proceeds through the rest of the Apoc. to 
recapitulate the Church’s history as to its 
inner nature; for he had heretofore traced 
its development only as visible to the ex- 
ternal eye. It is not “the Large Book” of 
the Church universal, but, alas! “a Little 
Book,” “of a sacred remnant of the little 
ones of God;"—It is before the seventh 
Trumpet, notes Stuart, because the Angel 
who declares that “time shall be no longer” 
in respect to the completion of the first great 
Catastrophe, or “overthrow of the Jewish 
persecuting power" (ch. vi—xi.), also gives 
St. John a new commission ; and assures him 
that his duties will not end with the full dis- 
closure of the Seven-sealed Book (7. c., p. 206). 


which is open in tbe band of the angel that 
standeth on the sea and on the earth.| See 
vv. ll.; and the note on ver. 2. 


9. And I went] Alf. renders "I went 
away," ie, “from my former place as a 
spectator in heaven :”—but see on ver. 1 as 
to St. John’s position. 

saying unto bim that he should give 
me the little book.| See vv. ll; and the note 
on ver, 2, 


And he saith unto me, Take it, and eat it 
up;| For the symbolism here see Ezek. ii, 9— 
iir. The meaning is explained in Ezek. iii. 
10: * All my words that I shall speak unto 
thee, receive in thine heart, and hear with 
thine ears.” In fact the Seer was to assimilate, 
to make thoroughly his own, the contents of 
“the Little Book,” 


but in thy mouth it shall Ze sweet as 
boney.] See Ezek. iii. 3; cf. Jer. xv. 16: 
“ Thy words were found and I did eat them ; 
and thy word was unto me the joy of mine 
heart;" cf. also Ps. xl. 8; cxix. 103. 


10. and it was in my mouth sweet as 
honey: and when I had eaten it, my belly 
was made bitter.] In Ezekiel, the sweet- 
ness omy of the book is expressed (iii. 3); 
for God's judgments “are sweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb "—Ps. xix. ro: 
but “the bitterness” is not only implied 
in Ezek. ii. 10, but expressed in Ezek, 
ili. 14, the former of these two verses ex- 
plaining what “the bitterness” imports— 
viz. “lamentation, and mourning, and woe.” 
As to this latter effect, cf. Jer. viii. 21; 
Dan. viii. 27; Rom. ix. 2: “Very sweet,” 
says Origen, “is this the Book of Scripture 
when first perceived, but bitter to the con- 
science within.”—Philocal., v. 

'The following expositions are given:— 
Andreas, who takes the “ Little Book” to 
be the record of the deeds of the wicked, 
explains that St. John thus learns that the 
sweetness which sin at first presents, is after- 
wards turned to bitterness. The same Book, 
we are told by others, cannot be both sweet 
and bitter, and hence some (Heinrichs) ex- 
plain by the different nature of the contents, 
or (Todd) by *the mixed character of the 
succeeding prophecies ;"—others (Hofmann) 
that the Book causes joy to the spiritual 
mind, but bitterness to the carnal;— others 
(Ebrard) consider that, at first, the revelation 
appeared pleasing (ch. xi. 5-6 and 11-12) 
but after calm reflection, sorrowful (ch. xi. 
7-10). MG 

Wu notes Elliott, symbolizes how 
Luther at Wartburg, and his companions 
pondered the word of God. i 

* Why," asks Mr. Maurice (as a “ Pre- 
terist"), “should the Book be sweet like 
honey in the mouth, if it is so full of woe? 
... St. John might have hoped that the 
open Book would have told him the judg- 
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of the angel’s hand, and ate it. up ; 
and it was in my mouth sweet as 
,honey : and as soon as I had eaten it, 
my belly was bitter. 
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[ve 117 


II And he said unto me, Thou 
must prophesy again before many 
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 


kings. 





ment on the great Babel-Empire of the 
world. . . . The seventh Trumpet might 
have announced the fall of Rome. No! 
when it sounds Jerusalem will fall" (lc. 
p. 186). 


11. And they say unto me,] (See vv. I). 
The plural is indefinite as in ch. xii. 6—" on 
dit,” “man sagt"  Auberlen observes that 
(as in Dan. vii. 5, 13) the third person plural 
refers to heavenly powers—see the note on 
Dan. vii, s. Ewald refers to the Angels gene- 
rally, in contrast to the chief Angel spoken 
of in vv. 4, 8, 9. 


Thou must] Not the subjective necessity, 
resulting: from eating the “Little Book” (as 
Bengel, Hengst.); but the objective, arising 
from the command of God—see ch. i. 1, &c., 
and cf. Acts xxiii. 11. 


prophesy| Here only (cf. ch. i. 3 ; xxii. 7, 
1o, 18, 19) is St. John said to “prophesy.” 
His new consecration (vv. 9, 10) now places 
him side by side with Ezekiel, Daniel, Ze- 
chariah; and points to the change in the 
Apocalyptic announcements introduced by 
ch, xi. 1-14, and beginning at ch. xii. 1. 


again] Asin the former part of the Book, 
and in addition to it; że., as in the Seals, and 
the first six Trumpets. 

The eating the “Little Book,” and “to 
prophesy,’ are related one to the other as 
^ revelation" and “ prophecy,” ch. i. 1, 3. 

Victorinus—see Introd., § 2, b, No. (23)— 
applies this verse to St. John's return per- 
sonally, on the death of Domitian, from 
Patmos to Ephesus, and there publishing the 
Apocalypse. Many ancient writers—Are- 
thas, CÉcumenius (ap. Cramer, Catena), Pri- 
masius, Beda, &c.—take the word “ again,” as 
referring to the subsequent composition of St. 
John’s Gospel. Mede understands, “to re- 
peat former utterances ;"— Bengel, “ to speak 
as did the old prophets;"—'Todd, “to per- 
form, under the New Test., as regards the 
Gentiles, the office which the prophets of the 
Old 'Test. had performed for Israel" cf. 
ch. xi. 1, 2, with Ezek. xl. 5 ;—Elliott explains 
that the Reformers were to preach, not, as 
before, intheir papal ordination, but by Christ's 
commission. 


concerning many peoples and nations and 
tongues]. Le., "Im the case of,” “with re- 
ference to"—the datives, as in John xii. 16, 
being the object of the prophecy: see on ch. 
xxii 16. . Ebrard, referring to Ezek. iii. 4, 


renders, as does the A. V., “ before” (but cf. 
Acts xxv. 26; xxvi. 2, where the prep. governs 
the genitive). 


and kings] Bishop Wordsworth considers 
that the commission now given to “ prophesy” 
has been executed in ch. xi-xvii; and he 
compares the repetition here of kings, peoples, 
&c., with ch. xvii. 12, 15. Hengst. translates 
* peoples and nations and tongues, and many 
* kings "—" by the mention of many kings we 
are taken out of the relations of the Seer's 
own time, in which the Christian Church 
had to do with only one king, the Roman 
Emperor." 

'The new commission now conferred, notes 
Stuart, shows that the Vision of the Sealed 
Book is closed; and that St. John needed 
new directions for the future: when the 
seventh Trumpet shall have sounded his task 
will still proceed, the scene and persons being 
changed. According to Renan, the first six 
Seals and T rumpets refer to events already past 
when the author wrote. 'The Apocalyptic 
drama was indeed over; but in order to 
prolong his Book, St. John gives himself a 
new prophetic mission; and what follows re- 
lates, for the most part, to the future (p. 400). 

The present verse, taken in connexion with 
John xxi. 22, 23, has received a strange interpre- 
tation from some early writers,—e.g. Arethas 
and CEcumenius (ap. Cramer, Catena), and 
Ephraim of Antioch (ap. Photius, Cod. 229), 
—viz. that St. John still survives, and that he 
will reappear with Enoch and Elijah, in the 
days of Antichrist. 

The first of the two episodes—intended, like 
the two in ch. vii., for the support and conso- 
lation of the Church—ends Zere on the eve of 
the seventh Trumpet, as żere on the eve of 
the seventh Seal The presence of the 
“ mighty Angel” of ver. 1, who pauses to 
announce (vv. 6, 7) that the delay spoken of 
in ch. vi. rr was about to close, and that the 
great and final catastrophe was soon to be ac- 
complished, is heralded by the Thunders’ 
which are the usual prelude of the Divine 
judgments—see ch. vili. 5; xi. 19; Xvi. 18. 
The command not to write what the Thunder- 
Voices had proclaimed may, like the silence 
as to the judgments under the seventh Trum- 
pet (ch. xi. 15-19), signify a merciful reserve 
—a tender regard to human fears—when 
declaring the Divine wrath: at all events, no 
information is given in either case as to the 
events of the Great Day. The announce-. 
ment of vv. 6, 7, is followed by the de- 


v. 1.] 


livery of the néw commission to St. John to 
“ prophesy again ;" and this commission—* the 
mystery of God” having been fulfilled under 
the seventh Trumpet—naturally relates to 
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that part of the Apocalypse which begins 
at ch. xii. 

From this point begin Mede's * Synchron- 
isms "— see Introd., § 12, (2). 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. X, 


NOTE A ON VER. 2— T'HE WORD BigXaptótov. 


The word 8.8Mov, rò, is a dim. from B(BXos, 
7 (see ch. i. 11 ; iii. 5; cf. Matt. i. 1; Luke iv. 
17),the inner bark of tbe papyrus (BUBXos);—tbe 
paper made of this bark. BiBdis, ù = BBa lov, 
a cord of BiBdos. BuBdid.0v, rd, is a dim. from 
Bpis. BiBidaproy, ró, a second dim. of Bpis, 


—Arist. Fr. 596—see Liddell and Scott. “Among 
the diminutives of the N. T., writes Winer 
(s. 87), ByBapidioy is deserving of remark; 
formed first from i8Adpioy, which Pollux 
quotes, instead of the older forms 88A/8vov, 
and BiBAddproy (as iuarıiðápiov from iparid- 
tov). Lob. Pathol. 281.” 
This form is not found in protane writers. 





CHAPTER XI. 


3 The two witnesses prophesy. 6 They have 
power to shut heaven, that it rain not. 7 
The beast shall fight against them, and kill 
them, 8 They he unburied, 11 and after 


three days and a half rise again. .14 The 
second woe is past. 15 The seventh trumpet 


soundeth. 
ND there was given me a 
reed like unto a rod: and 





S We ses x 
[Ver. x om. kai 6 &yyeXos eiornker—čyeipe. 





Ver. 2 €£wOev (twice, in place of fcwOev and 
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€£@).—xai dvo [N, P om. kai]. Ver. 4 kai ai 0. roù kuplou—étorédres. Ver. 5 Odeu— 
Oeon. Ver. 6 rùv é£ovo.—om. év.—ras juépas.—év máog mr. Ver. 7 [After rò 6npiov 
A inserts rò réraprov]. Ver. 8 rò mrapa—ris móAeos.—ó kúp. abrüv. Ver. 9 BAémovouw. 


—rò q«rópna.—ddíovoiv.—pvijua. 
[so N, B—cf. Ezek. xxxvii. 
[N', B read 7kovca]. Ver. 
epxópevos.—[N, C read kal 
Ver. 19 6 êv TÓ; oùp-] 


Ver. ro yaipovoiw.—eùppaivovrat. 
10 ;—A reads év avrois, —C, P, 1 read aùroîs|.—èréresev. Ver. 12 
I5 éyévero 7 BaawAeí(a. Ver. 16 om. the 2nd kai. 
dre etAnh.,—A, B, P om. kaij Ver. 18 rods puxpods k. T. peyadous. 


Ver. 


> > z 
II eis avtovs 


Ver. 17 om. kai ó 





CHAP. XI. THE SECOND EPISODE (1-13). 


The second of the two episodes, separating 
the sixth and seventh Trumpets, and in- 
tended to support and console the Church 
under the calamities about to befall the 
world, is contained in ch. xi. 1-13. St. John, 
having taken rank after his new consecration 
(ch. x. 11) among the Prophets of the former 
Covenant, now proceeds to perform a sym- 
bolic action such as we read of in their case 
—see Isai. XX. 2; Jer. xix. 1. Preparation is 
also made for that change in the character 
of the Apocalyptic announcements which we 
notice after the end of this chapter. We are 
now introduced to symbolism of a type dif- 
ferent from that heretofore employed :—we 
read (ver. 2) of “the Holy City” the City of 
God, the Church, in contrast to “the Great 
City” (ver. 8; cf. ch. xiv. 8; xvii. 5; xviii. 10), 
which is the emblem of the World (cf. vv. 9, 
10);— we read the mysterious description of 
“the Two Witnesses” which exhibits the 


history of the Church in the world ;—we 
have also, presented by anticipation in ver, 7, 
the Beast from the Abyss, who fills so large a 
space in the Visions that follow. 

Alford considers that this passage, vv. 1-13, 
is a compendious summary of the prophecies 
which follow, “for it introduces by anticipa- 
tion their dramatis persone.” 

Interpretations:—I. On the “ Preterist ? 
scheme Dillinger and Alford agree in dis- 
tinguishing “ the Holy City” from “the Great 
City,”—Dollinger understanding by “the Great 
City” the pagan Roman Empire ;—Alford un- 
derstanding “Rome pagan and papal, but 
principally papal.” According to Stuart, “ the 
symbolic transaction” of vv. 1, 2 denotes “ the 
preservation of all which was fundamental 
and essential in the ancient [ Jewish] religion, 
notwithstanding the destruction of all that 
was external in respect to-the Temple, the 
City, and the ancient people of God”; and the 
mention of the Two Witnesses means that 
faithful Christian teachers were to proclaim 
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M 1. 


the angel stood, saying, Rise, and the altar, and them that worship 


measure the temple of God, and 


therein. 


hu um ig C NE EE MET eren cct A T we ono 


the Gospel to the Jews, during the inva- 
sion of Judæa and the siege of Jerusalem, 
while the Jews, by destroying them, 
would bring upon themselves an awful doom. 
Diisterdieck, on an opposite principle, under- 
stands the whole passage (wv. 1-13) literally. 
He identities the phrases “Holy City” and 
“Great City"—-both of them denoting the 
literal Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans,— 
and he accounts for the variation between this 
description and our Lord’s prediction in Matt. 
xxiv.; Luke xxi. 20-24 by saying that our 
Lord announces the definite fact of the de- 
struction of the City, while St. John envelops 
the details in symbolism. ‘This passage, as 
well as ch. xiii, and ch. xvii, Düsterd. 
(Einleit., s. 51) regards as furnishing “ direct 
chronological testimony” that when the pro- 
phecy was written the destruction of the 
Holy City had not as yet come to pass; and 
this he infers from a comparison of vv. 2, 
8, with St. Luke xxi. 24. (But see Introd. 
$ 4, b; together with the notes on ver. 2, 
and on chapters xiii. and xvii.) 

For the inte. pretation of the Rationalistic 
** Preterists” see on ver. I. 

II. On the “Futurist ” scheme, De Burgh 
interprets literally :—* The City” (vv. 2, 8) 
is the literal Jerusalem; but all is to be 
referred to the future, and to the Jewish 
people which is hereafter to be again sub- 
jected to the Gentiles. To Israel are to be 
sent two literal prophets, Moses and Elijah: 
these are to be put to death by Antichrist ; 
and his doom, intimated in ver. r3, is fol- 
lowed “ quickly” by the seventh Trumpet 
with which the judgment of the Jews is 
ended, and the judgment of the Gentiles— 
i.e., of apostate Christendom—follows, at the 
time of the Lord’s Coming. Similarly, Todd 
refers to the future when Jerusalem shall be 
inhabited agaia, the Temple rebuilt, and all 
once more destroyed by the Gentiles whose 
.power in the “ Holy City,” or the duration 

^ of Antichrist’s dominion, is to be 1260 days, 
during which time the two (literal) Witnesses 
are to prophesy. See also on ch. xvii. 16 the 
aspect of this interpretation given by Godet. 

III. On the “ Historical” scheme, Bishop 
Newton, Elliott, &c., refer this episode to the 
Reformation and the causes which led to 
it—among which are reckoned the capture 
of Constantinople by the Turks, and the 
effect of this event on the revival of learning 
in the West. See on ch. ix., where the in- 
terpretations of the fifth'and sixth Trumpets 
supply the points of connexion. 

IV. Interpreting “ Allegorically,” Words- 
worth understands this passage as signifying 


the word of God which measures the Church’s 
faith (vv. 1, 2); from which the transition 
(vv. 3-13) is easy to the Old and New Testa- 
ments—i, e., the Two Witnesses by which the 
Holy Ghost gives light to the Church. Hengst. 
divides this section into two, (1) vv. I, 2 
give the promise that the faith of the-elect 
shall not expire; (2) vv. 3-13 certify the 
continuance of the office of witnessing :—the 
full import is given in the Lord’s words, 
Matt. xxiv. 9-13. 

I. Williams sees here a recapitulation of 
the past :—In the sixth Trumpet the nations 
proceed against the Holy City for its idolatry, 
and here “the Holy City” is trodden under foot : 
in fact the same thing which was before repre- 
sented—‘ the Church of God possessed by 
the world ”—is seen over again in deeper in- 
sight and knowledge (p. 183). Ribera, Viegas, 
Bossuet, Stern, note that the New Test. (cf. 
ch. iii. 12; 2 Cor. vi 16; Eph. ii. 21, 22; 
1 Tim.iii. 15) regards the Temple as the type of 
the Church : and they see here in “the Temple” 
with its worshippers the true members of the 
Church; in “the Court” without, weak and 
wavering members who fall away under Anti- 
christ; while the Church itself extends through 
the conversion of the heathen and the Jews 
owing tothe preaching of the “ Two Witnesses.” 

Mede, who has divided the entire of the 
Revelation into three chief parts,—(1) The 
Seven Epistles, beginning at ch. i 10; (2) 
The Sealed Book, beginning at ch. iv. 1 ; (3) 
The Little Book, beginning at ch. x. 8,—re- 
gards ch. xi. as containing the first Vision of 
the Little Book, and as embracing the whole 
course of Apocalyptic time from the beginning 
to the end (p. 491). This result depends 
on his method of * Synchronisms "— see Introd. 


$ 12, (2). 
THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE (1-2). 


1. And there was given mej It is not said 
by whom—cf. ch. vi. rr; viii. 2; and see 
ver. 3. In the parallel Visions ch. xxi. 15; 
Ezek. xl. 3 the reed is in the Angel's 
hand. 

a reed like unto a rod:] Large as a staff — 
see ch. ii. 27; Matt. x. 10; cf. 1 Cor. iv. 21. 
Words. takes the reed (xddajios) to be “the 
Hebrew kaneb,’ whence the word canon is 
derived (see Ezek. xl. 3, LXX.: in Zech. 
ii r it is “a measuring /ime”); and he 
explains it to mean “the Canon of Scrip- 
ture.” [The word, however, here is not 
canon which is used as a measure or limit in 
2 Cor. x. 13, 15, 16; and ethically to denote 
“a rule” in Gal. vi. 16]. 
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The “ reed,” notes Elliott, is a type of the 
outward authority to preach given to the 
fathers of the Reformation by the Elector 
John. 


saying, Or [and] one said] (Omit 
the words “ and tbe angel stood "—see vv. Il). 
The participle in the nom. is out of con- 
struction, cf. ch. iv. 1; and hence Bengel 
follows Andreas in taking the “reed” to be 
the speaker— Andreas explaining allegori- 
cally; Bengel referring *by metonymy" to 
the giver. 


Rise, and measure] See vv. ll; i.e, “Up 
and measure,” cf. John v. 8. The mention 
of worshippers proves that the measuring 
is symbolical To “ measure” (cf. ch. xxi. 
15) is to separate for sacred purposes, see 
Ezek. xl. 3, and the notes on Ezek. xl.—xliii. : 
what is excluded from the measurement is, 
accordingly, more or less mingled with evil. 
Hence, in this place, what is measured— 
the true believer typified — is to be exempted 
from the judgments in which what is zo 
measured (ver. 2) is involved : cf. Num. xxxv. 
55 2 Sam. viii. 2, and the “Sealing ” in ch. vii., 
which is a figure corresponding to “ measur- 
ing" Differently:—(1) Alf. understands the 
taking the dimensions of that which is to be 
measured, as in ch. xxi. 15; so that the ser- 
vants of God may be thus distinguished from 
those who have the mark of the Beast. (2) 
To measure is said to denote * to destroy "—see 
2 Kings xxi 13; Isai. xxxiv. 11; Lam. ii. 8; 
Amos vii. 7-9. (3) It denotes “to rebuild," 
Ezek. xl, whether literally in the future, or 
allegorically by the restoration of the true 
Church. 


the temple of God,| The Naos, or Sanc- 
tuary, including the Holy place and the 
Holy of Holies as distinguished from the 
Hieron—the Temple-court, the whole com- 
pass of the sacred, enclosure. Hieron, not 
found in the Apoc., occurs eleven times in the 
Fourth Gospel, eg. John ii. 14 (see on ch. 
iii. 12). De Wette notes that St. John 
cannot conceive a kingdom of Christ upon 
earth without a 'Temple: it is not so in 
the heavenly Jerusalem, ch. xxi. 22. “The 
Temple of God,’ notes Words, is always 
the Church in the Apoc.—see ch. iii 12; 
vii. 15; &c. Cf. the reference to the Temple 
in ver. I9. 


and the altar,| The Altar of Incense, “the 
Golden Altar” of Ex. xxx. 3; Num. iv. 11, which 
alone was within the Naos—see on ch. viii. 3. 
Hengst. (so too Grotius, Vitr.) takes it to be 
the Altar of Burnt offering in the outer Court, 
“the real place of resort of the people,” but 
here transferred to the Sanctuary, the idea/ 
dwelling of the people; and Burger agrees, 
arguing from the absence here of the 


epithet “golden,” which is found in ch. viii. 
Sika TS: 

and them that worship tberein.] Viz. in the 
Naos, to which now not the priests alone, but 
all Christians have admission. Vitringa ex- 
plains, “those who worship at the Altar” 
(apud illud, i.e., as above, the Altar of Burnt 
offering); protection being thus secured for 
the true worshippers (cf. ch. vii.), the “ living 
stones" of the true Temple—see 1 Cor. iii. 
16; 2 Cor. vi. 16. Godet (see on ch. x. 8) 
takes those who worship at the Altar to be 
the body of faithful Jews when Antichrist, 
in the last days, reigns in Jerusalem :—see on 
ch. xvii 16. Bisping understands generally 
believing Israelites, as distinguished from 
Judaism hostile to Christ, on which the 
judgment is now about to fall. 

On the other hand, D üsterdieck understands 
the /iteral Temple and Altar at Jerusalem: 
the measuring of the worshippers signifies 
their preservation during the approaching 
overthrow of Israel—St. John “ idealizing ” 
(not “allegorizing”) in his use of Jewish 
symbols. In this result are expressed the prin- 
ciples of modern rationalistic exegesis as to the 
date and meaning of this Book (see Introd. § 4, 
b.). The literal Temple is assumed to be still 
standing, and the Apocalypse, accordingly, to 
have been written not under Domitian but 
before the City was taken by ‘Titus :—the pa- 
triotic feelings of the Seer impel him to give 
up only the outer Court (ver. 2) and a tenth 
part of the City (ver. 13) to destruction. ‘To 
foretell the deliverance of the City to the Gen- 
tiles was, writes Renan, in the first months 
of the year 69 no great exercise of the power 
of prophesying (“il ne fallait pas un grand 
effort prophétique "—p. 400). Another writer 
of the same school, Krenkel (4c. s. 71), ob- 
serves: “ The author expresses as definitely as 
possible the expectation that the Roman be- 
sieging host will certainly destroy the City, 
but spare the Temple." And Volkmar :— 
“Since the Seer expects the deliverance of 
the Temple, he could have known nothing 
of the predictions in Mark xiii.; Luke xxi.; 
Matt. xxiv. ‘This increases the probability that 
these discourses in the Gospels were com- 
posed post eventum." To all this Reuss adds: 
“Our text declares in the most positive 
manner that the Temple will not be injured.” 

In reply to such conclusions one may 
fairly ask,—If St. John had here predicted 
the preservation of the Temple which, as 
all the world knew, was destroyed by Titus, 
how can the acceptance be explained of the 
Apocalypse as inspired Scripture during the - 
first and second centuries? (See below on 
ver 2.) 

For the opinion of other “ Preterists,” see 
the note on ver. 2; and note A at the end 
of this chapter. 
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tiles: and the holy city shall they 
tread under foot forty and two 


2 But the court which is without 
NGr.cast the temple "leave out, and measure 


out, à DAI . 
it not; for it is given unto the Gen- 


months. 





9. And the court which is without the temple] 
(See vv. I. The codex of Erasmus reads 
“within ;” and so Luther rendered “ den 
innern Chor des Tempels”). The “Temple” 
is Naos as before. There is no need (with 
Mede, Vitr, Ewald, Ziillig) to distinguish 
between an “inner” and an “ outer” Court 
(1 Kings vi. 36; Ezek. xlvi. 1, 21): nothing is 
said here of any such distinction (cf. note A 
at the end of Ezek. xlii.) ;—what is here meant 
is every part of the Hieron (see on ver. 1) 
except the Naos. Mede distinguishes be- 
tween an (assumed) * inner Court," or the 
primitive state of the Church, defore idolatry 
pervaded it; and the “ outer Court,” or the 
Church affer it became idolatrous during the 
apostasy of the 42 months, Stuart argues 
for this distinction between an “inner” Court 
comprising the Naos, and an “outer” Court, 
by referring to Ezek. xl. 17, 19—but see the 
notes on these verses. 


leave out,| Gr. cast out, “exclude from 
thy measurement ”—an expression involving 
the idea of rejection. Or leave without, 
see vv. J. It is emphatically added— 


and measure it not;| Include it not in the 
symbolic act which is to guard and preserve 
the Sanctuary and thus, in a figure, ensure the 
safety of the Church of God from the assaults 
of the world. 


for it was given] Or for it hath been 
given], The natural force of the aorist is 
that it Aad actually been given over (60605) 
“unto the Gentiles” (see Luke xxi, 20-24) 
when St. John wrote. St. John is referring 
to the Temple already destroyed; just as 
in ch, xii. 5 he refers to the birth of Christ 
which was likewise past. 

Diisterdieck explains ‘already given over 
in the Divine counsels,’ ‘by a Divine decree;’ 
and this he supports by a reference to the 
future tense that follows. Bleek, who also 
places the date of the Apoc. before the 
destruction of the Temple, concludes that 
the Sanctuary and Altar of Incense only 
are to be under God’s care during the 
siege, not the Court and Altar of Sacri- 
fice—St. John thus indicating that, under 
the new Covenant, not bloody victims but 
the prayers of the devout, of which the 
Altar of Incense was the symbol, are pleasing 
to God. So the “ Preterists.” Other writers 
—‘ Futurists,” who in like manner understand 
the /iteral Jerusalem (e.g. Todd, De Burgh) — 
refer this passage to the time of the Lord’s 
Second Advent, the measuring of the Temple 
denoting its restoration ,after which the Holy 


City is to be once more trodden under foot by 
the Gentiles. In opposition to this conclusion 
of the “ Futurists,” the orthodox “ Preterists ” 
take the passage to have been fulfilled in the 
early days of the Church ; e.g. Bossuet, in the 
persecution of Diocletian ;—and Hammond, 
in the rebuilding of Jerusalem by Hadrian, 
and his setting up heathen worship there. 

Many writers of the “ Historical” school 
(Vitr, Bishop Newton, Faber, Elliott) sup- 
pose the prophecy to denote the separation of 
the R eformed from the corrupt portion of the 
Church in Cent. xvi. 

Godet (see on ch. x. 8) takes the Court 
trodden down by the Gentiles to be the Jewish 
nation unfaithful to their ancient Law. See 
Note A at the end of this chapter. 

The * First Temple,” according to Sir I. 
Newton (Lc.,p. 467), was “ illuminated by 
the Lamps of the Seven Churches." This is 
now demolished ; and a new Temple is built 
for those who will not worship the Beast 
(ch. xiii)—namely, the 144,000 who are 
styled in this chapter the “Two Witnesses.” 
The number żwo he derives from the “Two 
Wings” of the “Great Eagle" (ch. xii. 14), 
and it is again represented by the “Two 
Candlesticks” in ver. 4. 


unto the nations:] I.e, the enemies of 
Christ,—Gentiles as opposed to Jews who 
throughout the Apoc. denote true believers, 
see ch. ii. 9; iii. 9. The overflowing of the 
Church (so far as it had become corrupt) by 
the world is here indicated; and this is 
symbolized by the fact, already consummated, 
of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. 


and the holy city shall they tread under foot | 
See Luke xxi. 24. Jerusalem is styled “ the 
Holy City” in ch. xxi. 2, 10; xxii. 19; Neh. 
xi. r, 18; Isai. xlviii. 2; lii. 1; Matt. iv. 5; 
xxvii. 53. In the Apoc.—as in Gal. iv. 26; 
Heb. xii. 22— Jerusalem is the symbol of the 
Church in her collective and diffusive charac- 
ter. The measuring “‘ reed,” like the “ plumb- 
line” in Amos vii. 7, sets apart the true Is- 
raelites from those who are like “ heathen ` 
men and publicans " (Words.); and the City 
now trodden down includes the entire Temple 
(Hieron), except the Sanctuary (Waos) marked 
out as still God's dwelling place. “The 
knowledge of the Church as it came from 
heaven was sweet as the Angels’ song that 
announced it at Bethlehem; but.... bitter 
as the roll of Ezekiel is the history of its 
reception among men. ‘This is now first 
shown in the measuring of the Temple."— 
I. Williams, p. 183. 


val 


Jorty and two months] Note the inser- 
tion of «aí(—as in John ii. 20; v. 5—though 
the /arger number precedes. According to 
usage the copulative is inserted only when 
the smaller number precedes, egt chaivads 
$..4; Kix. 4; John xxi ir: c£ Winer 
($ 37, 4) ;—see vv. JJ. 

This period of prophetic time almost all 
commentators assume to be represented 
under three forms in the Apocalypse ce) 
here and in ch. xiii. 5 as 42 months ;—(2) 
as 1260 days (—42 x 30) in ver. 3 and in 
ch. xii. 6;—(3) as “a time (or year, kapós) 
and times and half a time” (=3 x 360+ 180 
= 1260 days) in ch. xii. 14 (cf. ver. 6), and see 
Dan. vii. 25; xii.7. ‘The “ Year-day ” theory 
takes the 42 months or 33 times to be equal 
to 1260 years: see Introd. § 11, b. II., and 
note B at the end of this chapter. 

According to Andreas (/.c., p. 58) the Jorty- 
two months denote the shortness of the time. 

Joachim of Floris (+ 1202) makes the 1260 
days to be the “ World-age" of God the Son— 
which it exceeds by 260 years: he argues from 
the 42 generations in St. Matthew’s gene- 
alogy, each of which he counts as 30 years. 

Among those who interpret the period of 
42 months Zera/]y is Dionysius of Alex- 
andria, who referred it to the persecution 
under the Emperor Valerian (A.D. 253—260), 
which lasted three years and a half (Euseb. 
H. E. vii. 10). Coming to modern times, 
Stuart writes: * It is certain that the invasion 
ot the Romans lasted just about the length of 
the period named until Jerusalem was taken. 
- ... This is a natural, simple, and easy 

ethod of interpretation to say the least.” 
So the rationalistic school generally. This is 
also the interpretation of Mr. F. D. Maurice 
(Ur p190). 

[It may be well to state here the conclusion 
of St. Augustine as to these measures of time : 
“Tempus quippe, et tempora, et dimidium 
temporis, annum unum esse, et duos, et dimi- 
dium: ac per hoc, tres annos et semissem, 
etiam numero dierum posterius posito, di- 
lucescit; aliquando in Scripturis et mensium 
numero declaratur.” —De Civ. Dei, xx. 23]. 

. On the identity of these three designations 
. of time, Mede (/c., pp. 419, 481, 597) founds 
his first“ Synchronism ” (viz.(1) The Woman, 
ch. xii. 1,14; (2) The Beast from the Sea, 
ch. xiii. 1, 5; (3) ch. xi. 2; (4) ch. xi. 3); and 
he explains why the profanation by the Gen- 
tiles is measured by months, and the preach- 
ing of the Two Witnesses by days, because 
the moon presiding over months is the symbol 
of idolatry and darkness, the light of day 
denoting truth. I. Williams also suggests 
that the duration of evil is expressed by 
months, that of good by days,—and so here in 
two successive verses (p. 187). 

'The question of the Apocalyptic numbers 


REVELATION. XI. 


has been considered in the Introd., § Dib 
It is there contended that the numbers in this 
Book properly belong to the province not of 
chronology but of symbolism. ‘That periods 
of definite time are not intended here seems, 
as has been often observed, to follow of itself 
from the variety in the forms of expression; 
while the recurrence of the same extent of 
duration in all three, indicates that the events, 
to which these periods are assigned, are con- 
temporaneous. In all three cases we have 
"the broken week” of years—half the mystic 
“week ” of Dan. ix. 27,to which Daniel him- 
self points in ch. vii. 25—the time, in short, in 
which the power that resists all that is of 
God, the “ mouth speaking great things” 
(Dan. vii. 8; see Rev. xiii. 5) “shall wear 
out the saints of the Most High” (Dan. vii, 
25); and this, it is submitted, is precisely that 
course of events with which the present verse 
is concerned. Whether the time be expressed 
by years, months, or days, all intimates z 
breaking off, as it were, of time—like the 
half-hour space of silence in ch. viii. 1. The 
days “are shortened” for the elect’s sake, 
Matt. xxiv. 22, Among the Jews this period 
of 42 months was a chronological expression 
significant of a time of suffering :—e. g. the 
time of famine in the days of Elijah (Luke 
iv. 25); or the desolation of Jerusalem by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, Dan. xii. 7; 1 Mace. i. 
(cf. Vitr., pp. 449, 463):— The waste of 
sacred things by Antiochus [Epiphanes] last- 
ing for three years and a half [Joseph, 
Anit., Xi. i. 5], the Jews retained that very 
number as famous, inasmuch as they often 
made use of it when they would express 
anything very sad and afflictive” (Lightfoot, 
Chronogr. Inquiry, vi. 4, quoted by Words.). 
Auberlen observes of the three and a half 
years that “this number does not, like 
Ten, designate the power of the world in its 
fulness, but a power opposed to the Divine 
(which unfolds itself in the number Sevez), 
yet broken in itself, and whose highest triumph 
is at the same time its defeat. For immedi- 
ately after the three and a half times, judgment 
falls on the victorious powers of the world, 
see Dan. vil. 25, 26" (p. 137). And thus, as we 
were directed above, by the use of the aorist, 
“it was given” to an historical founda- 
tion for this symbolism,—viz.,to the destruc- 
tion of the Temple by Titus,—so, counting 
from that event, the mystic 42 months extend 
to the close of the Church’s conflict with the 
World-power, and the judgment on Anti- 
christ, and the final victory of Christ. It 
should be noted, too, that this result is not 
obscurely indicated in our Lord's words: 
* Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times (kaipot) of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled” (Luke xxi. 24)— with which 
passage the language of the present verse 
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sh en And !I will give power unto my 
my two two witnesses, and they shall pro- 
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phesy a thousand two hundred and 4a 
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 2425 


WY ee eal M E PELIS oo 


agrees in a remarkable manner. Ebrard, with 
whom .Auberlen agrees as to this “ church- 
historical period" of the 42 months, makes 
the close of the period to be the conversion 
and return of the Jews to Palestine (Zech. xii. 
4,6). See also Burger quoted on ch. xii. 6. 

On the question * Are these three periods 
successive or contemporaneous?" see Note D 
on ch. xiii 5, and Note B at the end of 
this chapter. 


THE Two WITNESSES (3—12). 


8. And I will give unto] The object of 
the verb is not introduced either directly, or in 
the form of an injinitive as in ch. vi. 45 vii. 2; 
but, according to a Hebrew idiom (cf. Ezek. 
xxxvii 26), it is supplied by the independent 
clause which follows, “and they shall pro- 
phesy.” It is not necessary to supply such 
an accus. as “ power” (A. V. and De Wette); 
or “ constancy and wisdom” (De Lyra, C. à 
Lapide) ; or “the Holy City " (* dabo illam,” as 
Beza, contrary to the context). The speaker 
isthe “ voice from heaven” (ch. x. 4, 8), inthe 
name of Christ. Afterwards (perhaps in ver. 
4, certainly in ver. 8), the Angel of ver. 1, or 
St. John himself, is the speaker. In ver. 11, 
where the prediction passes into narrative, 
St. John continues the description. Some 
consider that it is Christ Himself who now 
speaks : they argue from the word ^ my,” and 
from the expression “ their Lord,” in ver. 8. 


my two witnesses,| Gr. “the Two 
Witnesses of me:’—as to the emphatic 
article see on ver. 4. 

In the previous verses has been repre- 
sented the ordinary condition of the Church 
in the world (Matt. xiii. 47, 48) throughout 
the Christian period. ‘Together with the 
faithful few, the *seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have not bowed unto 
Baal” (1 Kings xix. 18), who are in every 
age marked out by the Divine measuring 
reed, and who are here symbolized by the 
Sanctuary and the Altar, —is included the 
diffusive body of professing Christians, luke- 
warm like Laodicea (ch. iii. 15-19), whose 
faith is assailed by the evil World-power, 
a power ever hostile to the Church, and 
which from time to time tramples upon 
her. Under this latter aspect, the Church 
is symbolized by “the Court without the 
Temple" which God has not measured. She 
is still “the Holy City” which “the Nations,” 
the enemies of Christ, “tread under foot " ; and 
the questions arise, ‘How is the Church 
under her former aspect to be preserved 
holy?’ and, ‘How under her latter aspect can 


the light of true faith be preserved from ex- 
tinction within her borders?’ ‘The answers 
seem to be supplied by that most obscure 
passage (vv. 3-13) on which we now 
enter. 'The key-note of the Apocalypse, as 
indeed of all St. John's writings (John i. 7; 
1 John v. 9, 10), is “the Witness of Jesus "— 
“the testimony to be borne to Him" (see 
ch. i. 9; vi. 9 ; Xii. 11, 17; XX. 4); for it is 
added expressly in ch. xix. 1o that “the 
Witness of Jesus is tbe Spirit of prophecy.” 

As there are here “ Two Witnesses" on the 
side of God, so in ch. xiii. there are two Beasts 
on the side of Satan—one representing the 
physical World-power, the other the intellec- 
tual World-power. ‘This analogy may, per- 
haps, suggest that the “ Two Witnesses” are de- 
signed to symbolize, one cf them, the Church's 
outward organization and polity, the other, 
her spiritual and evangelical teaching. 

As a reason for taking this verse to be 
symbolical, Ebrard notes that our Lord laid 
stress on His having * Witnesses" (John v. 
31, 39; XV. 26): this ^ witness," it is here 
promised, will still be maintained; and ac- 
cordingly the testimony to be borne is per- 
sonified as “ My two Witnesses,” who are to 
“ prophesy” throughout the mystic period 
(42 months, or 1260 days) of the Church’s 
conflict with the World-power (cf. the 
Riders in the Seal-Visions, ch. vi.). 

Such explanations of the “Two Wit- 
nesses” as the Law and the Gospel,—or 
the Old and the New Testament,—or the two 
Sacraments, are of course included under 
the symbolical system of interpretation. 

Mede and Hengst. take the “ Witnesses” 
to be real persons. They observe that Christ 
always sent forth His disciples two and two 
together—as in earlier times Moses and Aaron - 
were sent, and Joshua and Caleb, and Elijah 
and Elisha, and Zerubbabel and Joshua, and 
Haggai and Zechariah. Burger notes that 
what Haggai and Zechariah (by whom he 
understands ‘the two Olive Trees” of ver. 4 
as explained in Zech. iv. 14) were once to the 
Jews, so will the “Two Witnesses” be to 
the Church of the last days. As the ground of 
this form of personification, numerous exposi- 
tors, ancient and modern, have pointed to the 
“Two Witnesses” * who appeared in glory,” 
and whom St. John himself beheld on the 
mountain of Transfiguration (Luke ix. 28— 
31)—Moses and Elijah, the Law-giver and 
the Prophet of the Old Test.; and it may be 
remarked that in Mal. iv. 4, 5, Moses as 
the “servant” of God is “the prophet” 
named together with Elijah. Many histo- 
rical confirmations are supplied by the de- 
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V. 4—5.] 
4 These are the ^two olive trees, 


and the two candlesticks standing 
before the God of the earth. 
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5 And if any man will hurt them, 
fire proceedeth out of their mouth, 
and devoureth their enemies: and if 





scription which follows. That Moses satis- 
fies this explanation, is illustrated by Deut. 
xviii. 15. Mr. Sanday (Authorship of the Fourth 
Gospel p. 30), on John i. 21, “Art thou 
Elijah? Art thou the Prophet?" refers to 
Rev. xi. 3-12, adding: “We have the Two 
Witnesses again, representing Moses and 
Elias, whose martyrdom is to be the begin- 
ning of the end.” The “martyrdom” of the 
Witnesses would thus be the temporary ob- 
scuration of faithful testimony. 

Enoch and Elijah are suggested by many 
of the ancient writers, and numerous other 
explanations have been offered:—for some 
account of these see note E on verse 3; 
and also Maldonatus ou Matt. xvii. If the 
** Witnesses” are to be identified with actual 
persons spoken of in the Old Test., this can 
only be in the sense in which John the Bap- 
tist was Elijah, Luke i. 17; Matt. xvii. 10-13. 
Compare too the words of Christ in Matt. xi. 
14 respecting John, * This is Elijah which is 
to come” (6 uéAAov epxeo Oar). 

Alford pronounces that * No solution has 
ever been given of this portion of the pro- 
phecy.” 

and they shall prophesy] Like the old 
prophets, proclaiming God’s judgments. (see 
ver. 5), and preaching repentance, and espe- 
cially bearing testimony to Christ (see ch. 
xix. 10). Some—e, g. Alford—understand, 
as in ch. X x14 1 Pet i. 10; Jude 4, the 
simple announcement of the future; but 
this is not consistent with their office as 
“ Witnesses.” 


a thousand two hundred [and] threescore 
days,| I.e., during the 42 months. 

Bisping and Burger (see abcve on ver. 
2) argue that these 1260 days are not 
identical with the 42 months; but that the 
“ Witnesses” prophesy during the frst half of 
the last World-week, while the 42 months 
constitute the second half. Diisterd. thinks 
that the use of “days,” intimates that the 
“ Witnesses” are to prophesy daily during this 
whole period of a literal 33 years. Elliott 
notes :—“ My Witnesses,” so-called,—two in 
number, but sufficient, though few; for “the 
testimony of two men is true” (John viii. 
17); and so Stuart, vol. ii. p. 226. They are 
the line of Witnesses for Christ, adds Elliott, 
such as the“ Magdeburg Centuriators,” Foxe's 
* Martyrology,” &c., from the early com- 
mencement of the Apostasy, through the dark 
ages of the Papal Antichrist, for 1260 years: 
they are ever in a state of mourning, for the 
corruptions against which they cry. 





clothed in sackcloth.| As preachers of re- 
pentance (cf. Isai. xxii, 12; Jer. iv. 8; Jonah 
iil. 5; Matt. xi. 21), Wordsworth considers 
that the ignominious treatment which the 
Word of God is to receive is represented by 
the mournful garb of the “ Witnesses.” Note 
the points of resemblance to the history of 
Elijah :—the sackcloth (2 Kings i. 8), and the 
garb of his antitype the Baptist (Matt. iii. 4) ; 
—the 33 years of the famine predicted by 
him (1 Kings xvii. 1; Luke iv. 25; James v. 
17);—the facts mentioned in vv. 5, 6. 


4. These are the two olive trees and the two 
candlesticks, Gr. lampstands, See vv. I 
The articles, as in ver. 3, refer, not to well- 
known persons, but to well-known types. See 
Zech. iv., which is the source of this description, 
and where (ver. 14) Zerubbabel the anointed 
Ruler, and Joshua the anointed Priest (Zech. 
iii. 1) are the persons typified. This verse 
(cf. Ebrard zz loc.) supplies two additional 
types, to which *z2e Two Witnesses” cor- 
respond. Moses the Law-giver, and Zerub- 
babel the Ruler, represent the Law; Elijah 
the Prophet, and Joshua the High Priest, 
represent the Gospel:—“They bear," notes 
Hengst., “the name of lamps and of olive-trees, 
as the concentration of the light which belongs 
to the Church of God, and as an instrument 
of Divine grace for her.” ‘The design of the 
reference here is, doubtless, to enforce the 
truth stated in Zech. iv. 6; viz. that the pur- 
pose of that Vision was to encourage Zerub- 
babel not to trust in the arm of flesh, but 1n 
the Spirit of Jehovah—a truth entirely in ac- 
cordance with the present context (see the 
notes on Zech. iv.). In Zech. iv. 2 but one 
Candlestick with seven Lamps is spoken of; 
and the explanation of the Lamps given by 
Zechariah in ver. 10, is given more fully by 
St. John in Rev. iv. 5; v. 6. If we bear in 
mind that St. John intentionally departs 
from the symbolism of Zechariah by identify- 
ing the “Two Witnesses” with the “two 
Candlesticks,’ we avoid the difficulties which 
many writers evidently feel. For instance :— 

According to Sir I. Newton (see on ver. 2), 
of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor, five 
were found sanity e the other żwo 
[Smyrna and Philadelphia] were without fault; 
and so their ‘Candlesticks’ were fit to be 
placed in the Second Temple ... The ‘Two 
Witnesses’ are not mew churches: they are 
the posterity of the primitive Church, the 
posterity of the ‘Two Wings’ of the Eagle 
[ch. xii. 14]... When the ‘First Temple’ 
was destroyed, and a new one built for them 
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any man will hurt them, he must in 
this manner be killed. 
6 These have power to shut 
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[v. 6: 


heaven, that it rain not in the days 
of their prophecy: and have power 
over waters to turn them to blood, 





who worship in the Inward Court, Tzvo of 
the Seven Candlesticks were placed in the 
New Temple” (/.c., p. 467). 

I. Williams suggests that by the “zwo 
Candlesticks” here in place of the one, is signi- 
fied “division in the Christian Church,” not 
only of the East from the West, but of the 
sections of Christendom now disunited : “The 
primitive martyrs, or witnesses, are the one 
‘ man child’ (ch. xii. 5), but after the Holy 
City is profaned they are two” (p. 194). 
Words. explains this variation by.saying, that 
as the Candlestick represents the Church 
(see ch. i. 20) which with its Seven Lights 
appears before God (see ch. ii, iii), there 
is but One Church of Christ, consisting of 
Jews and Gentiles, while in a certain sense 
there are ¢wo Churches. And as here the 
Two Candlesticks * drink in oil from the two 
Olive-trees, the Jewish Church, on its side, is 
reminded that it cannot have light without the 
New Testament; and the Christian Church 
is taught, on its side, that it cannot burn 
brightly without the Old." 

Todd (p. 182) thinks that St. John, by “ he 
Two Candlesticks,” refers to the “two Olive 
Branches” of Zech. iv. 12. These are to be 
distinguished from the “two Olive Trees” of 
ver. ix “which the Angel, by giving but one 
answer to the twofold question of the pro- 
phet, plainly identifies with the*two Anointed 
Ones’ (ver. 14) ;” and which, as “emptying 
through the two golden pipes the golden oil 
out of themselves,” St. John may have re- 
garded as lamps. 

The freedom, however, with which St. John 
borrows the symbolism of former prophets 
(cf. ch. xiii. 2 with Dan. vii. 4-6), as well as 
the obvious necessity for his description here 
of using the number *7avo" throughout, 
renders any laboured explanation of the varied 
image needless. 

Observe that in Jer. xi. 16; Rom. xi. 17, 
the * Olive-tree” stands for the Church. For 
the word “ Candlestick” see on ch. i. 12. 


which are standing before the Lord 
of tbe earth.| See vv. ll; and cf. Zech. iv. 14. 
‘The construction of the masc. participle with 
the fem. article, points to the persons denoted 
by the symbols (cf. ver. 1, and ch. iv. 1). 

Note, on the reference to the Book of 
Zechariah in this verse, that Zech. iii. and iv., 
on which the passage rests, are preceded by 
the words in which *the measuring" of 
Jerusalem is commanded (Zech. ii, 1, 2). 


5. And if any man desireth to hurt tbem,] 
See vv. //, The present tense here points 


to the continued enmity of the world to the 
Church, during the entire course of the Wit- 
nesses’ testimony (cf. on ver. 7). 


fire proceedeth out of their mouth,| ‘The 
Jirst token of the “ Witnesses.” 

Take as comment: “I have put my words 
in thy mouth;" “Behold I will make my 
words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, 
and it shall devour them” (Jer. i. 9; v. 14). 
See in ch. i. 16 a similar figure; and cf. 
Ecclus. xlviii, 1, where Elijah is spoken of. 


and devoureth their enemies :| See above, Jer. 
v. 14; and *I have slain them by the words ot 
my mouth," Hos. vi s. History supplies 
the illustrations—the fire that consumed the 
opponents of Moses (Num. xvi. 28, 35), and 
that which came down at the word of Elijah 
(2 Kings i. 10, 12; cf Luke ix 54); see 
above on ver. 3. 

and if any man shall desire to burt 
them,| See vv. lJ. In this change of tense 
the usual style is resumed. 


even so must he be killed.) Namely; 
by fire (cf. Ecclus. xlviii. 3); and according 
to the jus talionis, see ch. xviii. 6. 

In opposition to any form of allegorical 
description, Alf. says: “ Individuality [| ? Per- 
sonality] could not be more strongly indi- 
cated” than it is in this verse. Not so, how- 
ever, as Ebrard justly notes ;—St. John could 
not more clearly tell us that he does not mean 
literal persons, than by pointing in ver. 4 to 
Zerubbabel and Joshua, and then to Moses 
and Elijah, as satisfying the same figurative 
language:—see above on ver, 3.  Bisping 
(s. 176) nearly agrees with Ebrard. 


6. These have the power to shut the 
heaven] (See vv. iL) As Elijah did, 
1 Kings xvii 1; Ecclus. xlviii 3; and for 
the same space of time, Luke iv. 25; James 
VOTES 

The second token of the “ Witnesses.” 

The “power to shut the heaven” Beda 
considers to be the “potestas clavium ” ;— 
Elliott refers to Isai. v. 6, and Amos viii. xr, 
which he takes to mean the “shutting up 
of heaven”; and he recognizes in this con- 
nexion, among the line of Witnesses for 
Christ’s truth and against the apostasy of 
Eastern origin, the Paulicians from Cent. 
vii. [who virtually held the Manichzan heresy, 
see Gibbon, ch. liv.; Robertson, Hist. of 
the Chr. Church, vol. ii. p. 164; Archbishop 
Trench, Medieval Church Hist., ch. xv.] who, 
with the Christians of Piedmont in the West, - 
were blended together, in one line, from the 


ag] 


and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will. 
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7 And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast 





end of Cent. xii., in the Waldenses;— Words. : 
“If any one despises them [by “them” he 
understands ‘the Scriptures’],.... they can 
shut heaven, like Elias, and exclude all who 
reject them. The dews of divine grace are 
withheld from all who scorn them.” 


during the days] (See vv. ll). Ie, 
the 33 years (Luke iv. 25; James v. 17)— 
the “ 1260 days” of ver. 3. 


and they have power over the waters to 
turn them into blood,| As Moses did—see 
Ex. vii. 19. Cf. ch. vi. 8. 

The third token of the * Witnesses” :—all 
three pointing to Moses and Elijah as repre- 
senting the * Law” and the * Prophets.” 


and to smite the earth with every plague, | 
(See vv. //.). And not merely with the 
plagues with which Moses smote Egypt,— 
PX vill..16; ix. r5; 1 Sam. iv, 8 (LX X.). 
On the historical foundation of the symbolism, 
see on vv. 3, 5, above:— Quis non videt,” 
writes Maldonatus on Matt. xvii. 14, * Mosem 
quasi digito demonstrari ? " 


as often as they shall desire. Mede 
(p. 483) considers that this power, once dis- 
played in Egypt, is now to be exhibited 
under the Vials (ch. xvi.) ; and in like manner 
Godet considers that the judgments spoken 
of here and in ver. 5, as inflicted by the * Tavo 
Witnesses” preaching repentance at Jeru- 
salem, are those of the Seven Vials described 
in ch. xvi. which are inflicted on the human 
race subjected to Antichrist. It is this, he 
argues, which accounts for the presence of 
the Beast at Jerusalem, as we read in ver. 7 


(es, p.93 21 ). 


7. And when they shall have finished their 
testimony,| Viz, at the end of the 1260 days 
(^ éray with the aor. conj. for the Lat. futurus 
exactus, John iv. 25; xvi. 13."— Winer, § 42). 

Alf. translates * When they had finished.” 
He objects to Mede's interpretation “ when 
they shall be about finishing ;"—to that of 
Daubuz, “whilst they shall perform ; "—to 
that of Elliott, ^ when they shall have com- 
pleted," not the whole course of their witness, 
* but any one complete delivery ofit" I. Wil- 
liams translates, * when they shall be accom- 
plishing ”—ż.e., while “ Antichrist is through- 
out [the 1260 days] contending with the Two 
Witnesses." Hengst. seems to give the true 
sense: *'They.shall only be overcome when 
they have finished their testimony, when God 
has no further need for their service, when 
their death can produce more fruit than their 
life. . . . What is said here of the Witnesses 
of Christ, was exemplified in Christ himself." 


the beast that cometh up out of the 
abyss] (See ch. ix. 1,11), The coming up 
of the Beast from the Abyss is twicementioned 
—here and in ch. xvii. 8. The Hebrew system 
of the Universe included four regions, viz. 
heaven, earth, sea, and abyss. Satan first ap- 
pears in heaven as the opponent of Christ (ch. 
Xii. 1-§)—he has endeavoured from the very 
beginning to frustrate the Incarnation. ‘This 
attempt having failed, the opposition of Satan 
is transferred to the regions of the sea and the 
earth (ch. xii. 12; xiii. 1, 11), and the enmity 
ofthe Beast from the sea begins with ch. xiii. r- 
But the Beast is subsequently to emerge from 
the Abyss as the enemy of the Church of God, 
as he emerged from tbe sea ; and it is by this 
Beast from the Abyss that the “ Witnesses” are 
here said to be put to death, The Beast may 
be expected to rise from the Abyss when Satan 
comes out of it (see ch. xx. 1-7) ;—namely 
when Gog and Magog are to collect their 
hosts (ch. xx. 8), and the old Pagan principle 
of antipathy to the Church is to be renewed, 
Whether the slaughter of the “ Witnesses” be 
or be not future,—whether they are to be 
personal leaders of the Church, or whether 
they are merely an expression of the fact that 
the Church, as personified in Zechariah's pro- 
phecy, was shadowed forth by the Olive-trees 
which grew on each side of the Altar, —in any 
case, they are to make head against the 
Beast, who appears in this place not as the 
Beast from the sea, but as “ the Beast from 
the Abyss” —from “the Abyss” as Satan’s 
special instrument, the revived form of the 
World-power. 

The noun rendered “ Beast” (see on ch. 
iv. 6) here, in ch. xiii, and in ch. xvii, has in 
itself an evil signification: it denotes a wild 
or predatory animal (cf. Acts xi. 6). ‘This, the 
concrete representation of the anti-christian 
World-power, is first introduced in the 
present episode by anticipation, as Babylon 
is introduced in ch. xiv. 8. He appears for 
the first time in action in ch. xiii. 1. 

Wordsworth (on ch. xvii. 3) suggests that 
St. John uses in the Apoc. the term ('Apríov) 
denoting the Lamb as a contrast to the term 
(Onpiov) denoting the Beast ; there being “an 
exact correspondence of syllables and ac- 
cents "—see on ch. v. 6. 

Some (Ebrard, Züllig) question the identity 
here and in ch. xvii. 8, of the * Beast from 
the Abyss," with the Beast from “ the sea,” 
ch. xiii. 1; but the article clearly indicates 
the identity—see on ch. xii. 1; xvii. 3. As 
yet, indeed, the Beast is not described as con- 
nected with some mysterious spiritual iniquity 
—see ch. xiii 11; xvi 13; xvii 5; but the 
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that ascendeth out of the bottomless 
pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them, 


imagery of Dan. vii. is manifestly suggested 
by the context. - Hence, doubtless, the read- 
ing of the Alexandrine MS., “the fourth 
Beast" (see Dan. vii 7):—this reading, 
observes Renan, is explained by that of the 
Codex Sinaiticus, “the Beast which then 
cometh up;" see note C at the end of this 
chapter. By the present participle (Tò áva- 
Baivov) the continuous activity cf the World- 
power in opposition to “ The Witnesses" is 
mtimated, as in ver. 5. 

Ewald (see Note C on ch. xii. 3) states 
that (the Arabic) Hippolytus “ correctly sees 
here, not the locusts or their leader,—as 
several modern writers,—but Antichrist, to be 
described more accurately hereafter." 

Many in recent times further regard this 
Beast from “the Abyss” as being the personal 
Antichrist, “the man of sin” of 2 Thess. 1143: 
Bisping takes him to represent “the Anti- 
nomian spirit of Judaism, which will know 
nothing more of Moses and the Prophets :” 
the “coming up out of the Abyss” signifies the 
devilish wickedness that shall hereafter cha- 
racterize Judaism, which will not believe 
on Christ. He becomes at last the hellish 
Dragon himself who gives his power to anti- 
christian Judaism. 


shall make war withthem, and over- 
come them, and kill them.] (For the repeti- 
tion of this idea, see ch. xiii. 7; and for a 
different result of the conflict, see ch. xvii. 14). 
This is the last manifestation of unbelief. For 
a time, but for a short time, the World-power 
will extinguish the outward testimony of the 
Church, although “the Temple of God, and 
the Altar, and they that worship therein” 
are still preserved by the Divine care. 

Mede concludes that the description of the 
fate of the Witnesses is taken from the 
narrative of the Lord’s Passion. 

Various interpretations :— 

The Beast is the Imperial general Belisarius 
(De Lyra) ;— With Aretius, Vitr., and others, 
he is the Pope;—Elliott notes that the 
Witnesses being symbolical, the death spoken 
of was to be symbolical also: this predic- 
tion, he adds, can be satisfied by no period 
of European history other than the open- 
ing of Cent. xvi., just before the Reformation, 
when, as Milner writes, the Waldenses were 
too feeble to resist the Popedom, and the 
Hussites, divided among themselves, were 
reduced to silence;—Renan's comment is: 
“The Beast which ascends from the Abyss 
(the Roman power, or rather Nero reappearing 
as Antichrist) will kill them” (p. 402): it 
is Nero who has suggested the whole con- 


[v. 8. 


8 And their dead bodies shall 
lie in the street of the great city, 
which spiritually is called Sodom and 





ception of the Apocalypse: “ Caligula a eté 
Y Anti- Dieu, Néron sera l Anti-Christ. L'Apo- 
cilypse est congue” (p. 179). 

8. And their dead bodies] Gr. their 
dead body, and so in ver. 9—see vv. Ùl. 
The singular is used collectively —‘ what zs 
fallen of them” (rò mrópa, “id quod col- 
lapsum est, seu cecidit, corpus mortui, cadaver” 
—Grimm). Cf. Matt. xiv. 12; Mark vi. 29. 

Wordsworth’s explanation is: “They are 
two and yet one; the Old and New Test, 
are two, and make one Book.” Bisping 
notes :—The type of the profanation of the 
Law and the Prophets; the Old Test. is “a 
dead \etter” (“ein blosser Leichnam”) for 
the unbelieving Jews. 

[lie] im the street] Gr. And their dead 
body lieth on. ‘There is no verb in the 
original; but the present, rather than the 
“ shall lie” of the A. V., better suits the series 
of present tenses in vv. 9, 10, down to “ shall 
send” in ver. 10;—see vv. i]. Their corpses 
remaining unburied on “the broad way” (as 
the word imports) denotes the contempt with 
which the Witnesses were treated. The 
Jews were especially careful to bury their dead 
(Gen. xxiii. 4; 2 Sam. xxi. 9-13; Isai. xiv. 
I9, 20) :—for the sentiment of the heathen on 
this matter see Winer, R. WW. B., s. 172; 
and compare Hor. Od. i. 28 ; Sophocl., Antig., 
and Ajax. 

of the great city,| Observe, not “the Holy 
City,” as m ver. 2. The phrase “ the Great 
City” occurs eight times in this Book—here ; 
ch. xvi. 19; xvii. 18; xviii. 1o, 16, 18, 19, 
21. It is never used of Jerusalem; it is not 
read in ch. xxi. 10. “The great” is always 
the epithet of Babylon—ch. xiv. 8; xvi. 19; 
xvii. 5; xviii. 2; cf. also Dan. iv. 27 (30). See 
the explanation of the Angel in ch. xvii. 18. 

'This result is, in effect, adopted by Vitringa, 
who understands the City or Empire of 
Rome;—by Dollinger, who understands the 
Empire of Rome ;— by Alf., who understands 
*the Great City which will be the subject of 
God's final judgments." 

Elliott, and, with variations, his school, 
understand Rome Papal, where the “ Wit- 
nesses” were triumphed over, and where their 
Lord was (figuratively) crucified. 

On the other hand, “the Great City,” 
writes Todd (p. 188), * can denote Jerusalem, 
and Jerusalem only." So Bisping and others. 


which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, | 
* Spiritually,” i.e, “typically,” c£. 1 Cor. x. 
3, 4. Auberlen, appealing to 1 Cor. ii. 
7, 14, takes the word “ spiritually” to cor- 


v. 9.] 


Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified. 


9 And they of the people and 
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kindreds and tongues and nations 
shall see their dead bodies. three 
days. and an half, and shall not 





respond with the word “ mystery,’ in ch. 
xvii. 5 (Ac, p. 275). “The Great City” being 
now described as a country-—“ Egypt"—cannot 
strictly mean any city; and, being styled 
“ Sodom,” it cannot represent Jerusalem * the 
Holy City" (see on ver. 2). Both Sodom and 
Egypt are again referred to in ch, xviii. 4; 
and Sodom specially in ch. xix. 3. Further, 
Jerusalem is never called Egypt:—in Ezek. 
xxiii. 3, 4, it is Israel which is spoken of ; and 
in Isai. i. 9, 1o, the Jewish zation is the subject 
of the comparison with Sodom; cf. Ezek. xvi. 
48, and see the note on Ezek. xvi. 44. The 
common reference to Isai. iii. 8, 9, is scarcely 
relevant; and the same may be said of Jer. 
EU TA Cr. Matt. x. 6, x5. 

‘The conclusion then is that as we read in 
the Apoc. of *the City of God" of which 
Jerusalem is the type ; and of *the City of the 
World? of which Babylon is the type, and 
which is expressly styled in this Book “the 
Great City,” we are to interpret this verse 
of the latter, —of Babylon,—of “ the Great” 
Worid-city. This is called Egypt on account 
of its oppression of the people of God, and 
Sodom on account of its moral corruption. 

Jerusalem, as described by our Lord in 
Luke xiii. 33, 34, has suggested a third charac- 
teristic of the World-city—a characteristic 
symbolized here by the putting the * Tavo 
Witnesses” to death. This thought is ex- 
pressed in the words which now follow:— 
see the remark of Ziillig quoted below. 


where also their Lord was crucified.| (See 
wv. ll.). And slain as well as they :—the Wit- 
nesses cannot expect any other fate than that 
which befell their Lord (John xv. 20). 

The majority of commentators, relying upon 
this close of the verse, insist that Jerusalem is 
meant—the “Holy City” of ver. 2, now no longer 
“ holy” after its desecration. So Hengst. and 
Ebrard who compare Jerusalem to Egypt, on 
account of the religious corruption with which 
it infected Israel (Ezek. xxiii. 3, 8, 27); and to 
Sodom, on account of its morals (Deut. xxxii. 
32). We thus have “ the degenerate Church;” 
and Hengst. goes on to explain that the word 
Spiritually is to be supplied to the expression 
‘where our Lord was crucified—“ Outwardly 
the Lord was crucified in the city called Je- 
rusalem; but spiritually in the degenerate 
Church.” Diisterd. notes that the compari- 
son of Jerusalem to Sodom and Egypt rests 
simply on the fact that Sodom and Egypt re- 
sembled each other in their enmity: to God 
and His people. Züllig, taking the “ Great 
City” to mean Babylon, explains that not two, 
but three symbolic names are here given to 


Jerusalem, viz. Babylon, Sodom, Egypt:— 
the name Jerusalem, he adds, is not intro- 
duced, because the city has been desecrated, 
and no longer deserves the name which does 
not reappear until we come to *the New 
Jerusalem." To the same effect Auberlen. 
Jerusalem, representative of the Old ‘Test. 
Church, has become like the godless and 
doomed World-city and World-power, be- 
cause she rejected and crucified the Lord. So 
the New Test. Church is called after the 
World-city, Babylon, Rome, because she has 
forsaken Christ (p. 275). And thus, dis- 
regarding the marked distinction between 
“the Holy City” and “the Great City,” many 
understand in this place Jerusalem,—which is 
called “ spiritually,” i.e., allegorically, “ Sodom 
and Egypt;” and Aistorically the city where 
Christ was crucified: see Todd quoted above. 
Burger leaves the question undecided. 


9. And from among the peoples and 
tribes and tongues and nations| For the 
constr, cf. ch. i. ro; -wgn John xvid Iys 
2 John 4—see Winer, § 47, s. 328. See on 
ver. Io. 


do [men] look upon their dead bodies] 
Gr. dead body:—see vv. //.; and for the 
use of the present tense in prophetic narrative, 
cf. ch. xvii. 9, 11. “As if though silenced 
in death they continued Witnesses still.”—I. 
Williams, p. 203. Understanding the literal 
Jerusalem, Diisterd. notes that men from all 
nations (ch. v. 9), Jews and Gentiles (see ver. 
2), are assembled there, and behold the out- 
rage offered to the remains of the “ Witnesses” 
—see on ver. 8. 


three days and an half,| (Accus. of duration, 
as in ver. 3). Corresponding to the years of 
their ministry—the 32 years which are equiva- 
lent to the 42 months and 1260 days in vv. 2, 
3 ; ie., half the mystic Seven: for “the victory 
of the world," notes Hengst., “is always a 
transitory one." “ Futurists” take the 33 days 
literally, e.g. Todd and De Burgh (and so 
Tertullian, Victorinus, Andreas, &c.): with 
Bengel and Ebrard they place them at the 
end of the world in the time of Antichrist. 
Ebrard adds that the duration of the punish- 
ment for treading down Jerusalem, and the 
duration of the tyranny of Antichrist are 
related as 35 years to 3% days (and so 
Vitringa). Züllig perceives an allusion to our 
Lord's lying three days in the grave (to the 
same effect Volkmar), and also to Hos. vi. 2. 
Bleek regards the period as “ a round mystical 
number to denote a space of several days.” 
Reuss, on the other hand, understands “ A 
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suffer their dead bodies to be put in 
graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the 
earth shall rejoice over them, and 
make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another; because these two pro- 
phets tormented them that dwelt on 
the earth. 

II And after three days and an 
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Tv. 1o—12. 


half the Spirit of life from God en- 
tered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon 
them which saw them. 

I2 And they heard a great voice 
from heaven saying unto them, Come 
up hither, And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies 


beheld them. 





very short space of time, according to the style 
of the Apocalypse"; and Stuart refers to the 
sport time during which the bodies of the dead 
remain without putrefaction. Prosper, Pri- 
masius, Beda, and others explain these days 
as years; and, on the * Year-day" theory, 
Elliott understands the interval between the 
ninth session of the Lateran Council, May s, 
1514 (where the exclusion of heretics from 
burial was one of the Papal enactments con- 
firmed), and the day of Luther's posting up 
his theses at Wittenberg, October 31, 1517— 
the interval being three years and 180 days, 
“ precisely to a day, three and a half years." 
On this conclusion Alford observes that 
the three years from May 5, 1514, to May s, 
1517, being years of 365 days each," Elliott's 
“half year from May 5, 1517, to October 
31 of the same year is 180, or half 360 days : 
ie. wanting 23 days of the time required 
according to that reckoning.” Alford should 
have added that three civil years of 365 days 
(omitting ours) = 1095 days, and that the 
year 1516 was a leap year; consequently, 
instead of Elliotts 1260 days, the interval 
stated by him gives us 1096 + 1823 = 12783 
days—a period unknown to the prophecy: 
see Introd., § r1 (b), II. 


and suffer not their dead bodies to be laid 
in a tomb.] For the /«vo readings here see 
vv. ll.; and for the verb “to suffer" ct. 
Mark i. 34; xi. 16. 

Note that in this third place, we have the 
plural * dead bodies” —m5ropara. 

Mede (p. 485) suggests that these beholders 
may be the friends of the “ Witnesses ;” and 
that they do not permit them to be buried 
because they are convinced that they will 
miraculously rise again—see ver. I1. 


10. And they that dwell on the earth] ‘The 
godless world—as proved by ch. vi, ro; viii. 
13: see on ch, iii. 1o. 


rejoice over them, and make merry;] 
(Both verbs are in the present tense,—see 
vv. Il, and on ver. 8). Le. rejoice at the 
outrage offered to the “ Witnesses.” 


and they shall send gifts one to another ;] 
A custom usual in times of festivity—cf. Neh. 
viii. 10; 12; Esth. ix. 19, 22. 


Note the future tense—see vv. 8, 9. 

tormented] Hengst. explains: “They have 
no weapons other than the word. Their 
word, weak and contemptible in itself, has an 
ally in the hearts and consciences of those 
against whom it is directed.” Sardis and 
Laodicea (ch. iii. 3, 15) had nothing of this 
spirit. Others (e.g. Bengel, D üsterd., Stuart, 
Alf.) refer this expression solely to the plagues 
mentioned in vv. 5, 6. 

them that dwell on the earth.| Whose 
representatives now appear in ‘ the Great 
City” —see ver. 9. 


11. And after the three days and an half] 
Viz. those spoken of in ver. 9. 


the Spirit of life] Or the breath of life: 
Gr. a spirit, or a breath; compare Luke 
viii. 55. “Spirit” in the original is indefinite: 
—see ch. xiii. 15; and Ezek. xxxvii. 5. 
entered into them,| See vv. Il. 


and they stood upon their feet;| See Ezek 
xxxvi. 10 (LXX.), the language of which 
Vision is closely followed here—see also 
2 Kings xili. 21. 

and great fear fell uon them which beheld 
them] On the verb “beheld” here, and in 
ver. 12, see Introd. § 7, IV., (c). Compare 
Matt. xxvii. 54, to which place Diisterdieck 
justly refers. 

Elliott notes:—After vain agitation to put 
them down, the Lutheran Reformers pro- 
claimed that they were but the ** Witnesses " of 
Christ risen up again; Z.e., when in 1530 they 
united themselves at Smalcald under the name 
of Protestants. 


19. And they heard] In support of this 
reading, Hengst. refers, not at all appro- 
priately, to John v. 28. In opposition to the 
weight of authority, Düsterd. (so also Beng., 


. Ewald, De Wette, Stuart, Elliott) accepts the 


reading “I heard," for so we find the Seer 
expressing himself, in ch. vi. 6 ; ix. 13 :—if the 
voice, adds Düsterd., were directed to the 
* Witnesses" themselves the description would 
have been after the manner of ch. vi. 11 ; ix. 4. 


from heaven) Elliott interprets not the 
heaven of the Divine presence, but the 
heaven of political power, to which the * Wit- 
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I3 And the same hour wis there part of the city fell, and in the earth- 16r. 


names of 
men. 


a great earthquake, and the tenth 


quake were slain 'of men seven thou- 





nesses” ascended ; thus predicting the triumph 
in Germany and elsewhere of Protestantism, 
after the peace of Passau, 1552 (so Bishop 
Newton) :—Elliott similarly takes “heaven” 
to mean “earth " in ch. viii. x. 


And they went up into heaven in the 
cloud;] Cf 2 Kingsii. rr; Acts i. 9. The 
symbolism is founded on the facts of the Lord's 
Passion and Ascension (see on ver. ; Mede's 
remark). ‘This is indicated by the reference 
in ver. 8 to His Crucifixion. ‘The Ascension, 
notes Hengst., is not mentioned in St. John’s 
Gospel, yet is attested here:—cf. the “ great 
fear,” ver. rr, with Matt. xxvii. 54; and “the 
earthquake,” ver. 13, with Matt. xxvii. 51; 
xxviii. 2. In confirmation of the allegorical in- 
terpretation of the * Tawo Witnesses,” —e. g. the 
Law and the Gospel,—Ebrard observes that 
the words ovagracis and éeyeiperOaare avoided 
in this description; and that a resurrection 
or ascension to heaven of two actual persons, 
or of the collective body of believers, before 
the Third Woe and the Seventh Trumpet 
(vv. 14, 15), would be impossible. 

See Note D at the end of this chapter. 


13. And in that our] In which the 
* Witnesses” were glorified (ver. 12), ven- 
geance falls on their enemies. 


there was a great earthquake,| See on 
ch. vi. 12. Some who include this verse 
under the sixth Trumpet identify the time of 
the sixth Trumpet with that of the sixth Seal. 

The earthquake synchronizes, notes Mr. 
Faber, with the death and ascension of the 
* Witnesses ? “it denotes the Revolution in 
England, in 1688, when the Papists were 
excluded from political power." — Sacred 
Calendar, vol. iii. p. 8. Elliott expounds it 
to be the mighty disruption of Saxony, 
Prussia, Sweden, and Denmark from the 
Papacy. 

and tbe tenth part of the city fell;| Le., 
“the Great City" of ver. 8. Bengel, Herder, 
Ziillig, Bisping, &c., understand Jerusalem ; 
—see above on ver. 8. 

Carrying out his idea, Elliott writes: The 
Great City, including in its Empire just ten 
kingdoms, fell. England, one of the most 
notable of these kingdoms, threw off the 
Papal yoke. 

and there were killed in the earth- 
quake seven thousand persons:] Gr. 
“names of men, seven thousands.” 
Cf. ch. iii. 4; Acts i. 15. Stuart and Alf. 
understand a precise statement, as from a 
catalogue of enrolment. Words. explains 
"persons known and distinguished.” The 
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idiom, however, does not seem to have any 
special force. 

The number “seven thousand,” and the men- 
tion of “the tenth part,” contrasted with the 
fourth, and the third part of ch. vi. 8; viii. 7,. 
lead many (Stuart, Liicke, Ewald, De Wette, 
Düsterd.) to understand “a comparatively 
small part";— Words. on the other hand, 
takes the 7000 to denote *a complete over- 
throw." Zülligand Ebrard argue that since, 
taken literally, the words mean the inhabitants 
of the destroyed “tenth part," the population 
of the city amounts to 70,000; but, as 
Ebrard adds, “ since ‘ the city’ is not a geo- 
graphical locality, there is here no statistical 
notice," and the Vision is symbolical :—the 
“ tenth part” refers to the division into ten 
kingdoms of the (fourth) World-power, over 
which Antichrist is to extend his rule (Dan. 
vii. 24; ch. xvii. r2, 13). Ebrard sees in the 
7000 inhabitants of each of the zez kingdoms 
an antichristian imitation of the Church of 
God,—for seven is God's sacred number. 

Mede identifies the events of this verse 
with what is described under the fifth Vial, 
ch. xvi. 10; and understands a great political 
commotion, when the entire City—for Rome 
Papal is in extent but the renth part of 
Rome Pagan—is destroyed. Two destruc- 
tions of Babylon are thus foretold, (1) here, 
and in ch. xvi. 1o, of the City of Rome ; (2) in 
ch. xviii. and ch. xix. ofthe citizens and Roman 
state, a catastrophe reserved for the /ast Vial. 
“It is a great mistake in Mede,” notes 
I. Williams, * to suppose this fall of the tenth 
part of tbe city to be the same as that de- 
scribed under the fifth Vial: under the Vials 
there is no repentance: this is corrective. . . . 
The tenth is but a limited part; and that 
number (as well as the 7000) has about it 
secret intimations of good." ‘The symbolism 
here he considers to be founded upon the 
account in 2 Kings xxiv. 16 of the leading 
“ seven thousand men of might" captives to 
Babylon with Jehoiakin from Jerusalem, 
ten years before its destruction :—here, there- 
fore, he adds, “the prophetical account of 
the spiritual Israel is clothed in the history 
of the national and local;" consequently, 
this, “the Second Woe,” can never be the 
fulness of Woe:—" there is correction, and 
there is repentance” (p. 206). Ewald also 
sees in this “tenth” part a token of gracious 
mercy. . 

Elliott explains the Chikas (= 1000) to mean 
a province; and he takes the words to signify 
“the seven Dutch United Provinces,” which 
during Elizabeth’s reign separated from the 
Papal rule. Mr. Cunninghame. explains: the 
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sand ; and the remnant were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of heaven. 


REVELATION, XI. 


[v. 14. 


14. The second woe is past; and, 
behold, the third woe cometh quickly. 





death of the 7o00 by the abolition of the 
Monastic Orders in England ; and, like Mr. 
Faber, he places the full accomplishment of 
this prophecy in 1688, when England was 
finally lost to Rome. 

and the rest were affrighted,| ‘The large 
remnant of the inhabitants of the City, in- 
cluding doubtless many of the heathen, are 
mercifully led to repentance. For an oppo- 
site effect, see ch. ix. 20, 21. 


and gave glory| The token of repentance 
—see ch. xiv. 7; xvi. 9; cf. Josh. vii. 19; Jer. 
xiii. 16. 

to tbe God of beaven.] A title found, in 
the New Test., only here and in ch. xvi. 11: 
in both places it is used in contrast to the 
gods of the heathen. De Wette notes that 
the expression is taken from the later books 
of the Old Test.—Ezra i 2; Neh. i, 4; 
Dan. ii. 18. 

Todd observes: “ No circumstance in the 
prophecy appears to have created more diffi- 
culty to the historical commentators than this 
that the remnant who had escaped the earth- 
quake ‘gave glory to the God of heaven.’ 
Bishop Newton considers it unfulfilled. Mr. 
Faber thinks that they who gave glory to 
God were the Protestants; Mr. Cunning- 
hame, the Papists.”—p. 190. Elliott explains 
that “the remnant, or Papists, whether 
in England, Holland, or Germany, were af- 
frighted; and the Witnesses gave glory to 
the God of heaven.” 

The interpretation given by Godet rests 
on his belief that Antichrist will return from 
Rome, which he has destroyed (see on ch. 
xvii. 16), and will fix his residence at Jeru- 
salem : * The remnant of the people [of Israel 
restored by Antichrist to their own land], and 
in particular they who have been specially 
reserved [see on ch. vii 4] for these su- 
preme moments, give glory to God, and are 
converted to Him. ‘Thus we shall find in 
ch. xiv. the 144,000 surrounding the Lamb, 
between the moment of the coming of Anti- 
christ,and that of his destruction" (/.c., p. 357). 
It is thus assumed that a double Israel, carnal 
and spiritual, is to be re-established as a 
Nation; with “the Great City” (ver. 8), 
Jerusalem, as its capital. Bisping under- 
stands some future judgment which is to fall 
on Jerusalem ; and terrify to repentance the 
greater part of unbelieving Israel. 

According to Mr. Maurice, “when Ves- 
pasian ascended the throne, the world did 
again accept a righteous and orderly govern- 
ment;... did homage ‘to the God of heaven” 
(p. 201). “ The very restoration of order in 


Rome was the signal for the doom of Jeru- 
salem.” ‘This is what St. John means when 
he says “ The Second Woe is past—the Third 
Woe cometh quickly " (p. 281). 


14. The second Woe is past :] The respite 
promised in ch. x. 6, 7, is about to end. 
Ebrard (see the remarks introductory to 
ch. x.) considers the earthquake of ver. 13— 
a judgment which the event only will explain 
—to be the * Second Woe,” and to be the second 
merciful trial given to bring men to re- 
pentance: this feature of the present episode 
he sees in the symbolism, which leads us 
back to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus; and this, as the penalty for rejecting 
Messiah, forms a parallel to the judgment 
of ver. 13 (which repeats Matt. xxvlll. 2-4) 
for rejecting and slaying Christ’s “ Witnesses.” 
Bisping also places the judgment on unbeliev- 
ing Israel, under the * Second Woe” described 
in ver. 13; and he places the Last Judgment 
on the whole Antichristian world, under the 
seventh Trumpet, or “ Third Woe”—i.e., during 
the 42 months of ver. 2 or the second half of 
Daniel’s last Week (Dan. ix. 27). See on 
ver, 2, the interpretation of Burger. 

Bengel (see on ch. ix. 12—15) makes this 
Second Woe to begin A.D. 634; to end A.D. . 
847; and to consist of the havoc produced 
by the rise of the Saracenic power. Elliott 
(see on ch. ix. 12), who makes the '* Second 
Woe” to be the Turkman power, considers 
that that power passed away in the wars of 
1769-1774, and 1787, against Russia and 
Austria; and that Turkey ceased to be a 
Woe to Christendom, A.D. 1790, in the peace 
then concluded. Mr. Birks lays down, as 
the interpretation of the most learned and 
able commentators, that the two W oes relate 
to the Saracens and the Turks. 


Tue THIRD WOE, 


behold, the third Woe cometh quickly.| (Omit 
“and”). Burger notes that according to the 
oath of the Angel, ch. x. 6,7, the seventh 
Trumpet which brings on the end, follows 
the sixth Trumpet without delay. 

Although some refer to ch. xii. 12, no 
further mention is made of this Woe:—it 
might fall under the sixth, or the seventh 
'Trumpet. It may, with some, be considered as 
including the Vials in which “is finished the 
wrath of God” (ch. xv. 1, 7)—so Stern. Mede 
places it under the seventh Trumpet. If it 
fall under the sixth, we may compare Matt. 
xxiv. 21; Rev. iii. ro; vii. r4. According to 
Hengst, the seventh Trumpet or “ Third 
Woe” is included in vv. 15-19 ;--in ch. viii. 


v. 15.) 


Is Andtheseventh angel sounded ; 
and there were great voices in heaven, 





5, lightnings and an earthquake symbolically 
announced that the world's judgment is ap- 
proaching ; now, in ver. 19, this symbolical an- 
nouncement is fulfilled. Since great events, 
writes Ewald, are not fulfilled as speedily as 
hope may picture, new Visions are interposed 
before the end predicted in ch. x. 7:—thus 
the end of this * Third Woe,” announced once 
more in ch. xii. 12, comes later; and this also 
in a threefold form, see ch. xviii. 10, 16, 19. 
On the “ Historical” scheme, Bengel makes 
apause of ahundred years to intervene between 
the “Second Woe” and the “ Third” which, 
therefore, begins A.D. 947—see on ch. xii. 12. 
Mr. Faber, who makes the Second Woe to 
end in 1697 (see on ch. ix. r2, and note A 
at the end of ch. ix.), places 92 years between 
the end of the “ Second” and the beginning of 
the “ Third Woe,” because the word * quickly” 
describes any space of time not exceeding a 
century (/.c., vol. iii. p. 225—355): he thus 
makes the “ Third Woe” begin in 1789— with 
the French Revolution—when “ the anger of 
the nations” (ver.18) began. Since 1789 men 
have lived in the times of the “ Third Woe.” 
This is to continue until “tbe destruction of 
them that destroy the earth” (ver. 18) at the 
battle of Ar-Mageddon (ch. xvi. 16) in the 
year 1865—“the exhaustion of the seventh 
Apocalyptic Vial ”—“the commencement of 
St. John’s 1900 years (Rev. xx. 2, 3).” 
Onthe “Futurist” scheme—The subject of 
the “Third Woe,” writes De Burgh, is intimated 
‘in the words of ver. 15: “‘ Here we turn over 
a new page of this prophetic history. All that 
we have considered of it, with the exception of 
the general signs of the Lord’s Coming given 
in the first six Seals, treats of God’s judicial 
dealing with the Jewish nation: but from 
this place we have the judgment of the Gen- 
tiles "—p. 221 [see Vitringa’s remark quoted 
in note A on ver. 1]. ‘Todd considers the 
“Third Woe” to be the Second Advent of 
Christ, and the establishment of His king- 
dom, in accordance with Matt. xxiv. 30, 
“Then shall all the tribes of tbe earth mourn.” 


THE SEVENTH TRUMPET. 


15, And tbe seventh angel sounded ;| Ch. ix. 
13-21 is continued here. A new series of 
Visions is interposed, as after the opening of the 
seventh Seal. The Third Woe which “ cometh 
quickly” is deferred for a short time until allis 
ready for the final consummation—the last 
conflict with Antichrist. No circumstantial 
narrative is given as to what now takes 
place:—see on ch. x. 4. Ebrard restricts 
the seventh Trumpet to vv. 15-18, which 
form, he considers, the complete close of 
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saying, The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 





the “second Vision” of the Apocalypse :— 
see on ver. 18. De Wette also makes the 
Trumpet-Visions close at ver. 18. Lücke 
regards vv, 15-17 as satisfying the longing for 
the future consummation ; and vv. 18, 19 (see 
ch. x. 11) as leading on to further revelations 
of the future. Several writers, observes De 
Burgh (p. 437), contend that the seventh 
Trumpet was fulfilled by the Reformation ; 
others by the French Revolution; “strange 
to say, by only a few is it referred to that 
with which it is so manifestly identical—the 
‘LAST Trumpet’ mentioned, 1 Cor. xv. 52." 
Todd sees here “ the final triumph and com- 
plete establishment of Christ's kingdom,"— 
P. 220; and at p. 213 he sums up the opinion 
of “ the ancients,” who, “reasoning from Dan. 
Xii. 11, 12, supposed that the interval between 
the destruction of Antichrist and the general 
judgment (foretold by the seventh Trumpet) 
would be 45 days only. This opinion sup- 
poses the three prophetic periods of r26o, 
1290, and 1335 days to have the same be- 
ginning. The witnesses are slain at the end 
of the 1260 days [vv. 3, 7], but ‘the abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate,’ i.c., Antichrist, 
continues for 3o days [Dan. xii. 7, 11] after 
they are slain, and consequently for 264 days 
after they ave risen from the dead. ‘Then 
Antichrist is slain at the end of the 1290 
days; but the conflict between the Church 
and her enemies is not finally determined in 
favour of the former for 45 days more" 
[264+ 34=30; and 1290+ 45 =1335],—Dan, 
Xil. 12; see St. Jerome zz loc.“ 

Bisping thus introduces this section: “ Se- 
cond Act :—The second half of the last World- 
week, ch. xi 15—xx. 10... . By way of 
introduction this Vision represents how that 
which the seventh Trumpet is to bring on 
the world is prepared in heaven." 

That the fall of the Temple follows im- 
mediately the blast of the seventh Trumpet, 
Mr. Maurice infers from the words of ver. 19 
(4. c., p. 241) :—* i.e., 1260 days, or about four 
years between the commencement of the 
Jewish rebellion, and the termination of the 
war by Titus." 


and there followed great voices in beaven,] 
The voices here, and the song of the Elders 
(vv. 16-18) may be contrasted with the 
“ silence” at the opening of the last Seal. 
What we hear is not oz earth, but in heaven, 
as at the opening of the seventh Seal (ch. 
viii. 1), and at the pouring out of the seventh 
Vial (ch. xvi. 17):—under the last Seal, too, 
and under the last Vial (ch. viii. 5; ch. xvi 
18) we have “ the ligbtnings and voices,” &c. 
asin ver, 19. In ver. 18 we are told that the 
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and of his Christ ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, 
which sat before God on their seats, 
fell upon their faces, and worshipped 
God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, 


REVELATION. XI. 


[v. 16—18, 


O Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and wast,and art to come ; because 
thou hast taken to thee thy great 
power, and hast reigned. 

18 And the nations were angry, 
and thy wrath is come, and the time 
of the dead, that they should be 





judgment of the dead is come; in ch. xvi. 17 
the voice announces from the throne “ Ir is 
done;" and from ch. vi. 17 we learn that the 
end follows the sixth Seal. Here we have an 
illustration of the principle of * Recapitula- 
tion" (see the remarks introductory to ch. 
viii): “The three Visions,” as Alf. notes, “are 
not continuous, but resumptive: not, indeed, 
going over the same ground with one another, 
either of time or of occurrence, but each 
evolving something which was not in the 
former, and putting the course of God's 
providence in a different light." It is to be 
observed that the Four Living Beings (ch. iv. 
6) do not appear in the seventh "Trumpet 
as here described: they appear again, in ch. 
xiv. 3; xv. 7; xix. 4. The “great voices de 
are thought by some to proceed from them, 
as the four and twenty Elders (ch. iv. 4) 
are mentioned in ver. 16: so Ewald—but 
see on ver. 18. De Wette ascribes the 
“voices” to the Angels;—Bengel to the 
dwellers in heaven, Angels and men ;-—H engst. 
to the innumerable multitude of ch. vii. 9 ;— 
but to this Diisterd. objects, because in ch. vii. 
that multitude is seen in heaven by anticipa- 
tion; it does not actually appear in heaven 
until ch. xv. 2, and ch. xix. 1: the course 
of the Vision here has not yet attained so 
far. 

'The speakers, however, seem to be left 
undetermined (cf. ch. xii 10-12; xiv. 2)— 
whether we regard the participle which fol- 
lows to be masc. (with A, B), or fem. (with 
N, C, P). 

saying,| If the participle be masc., this is a 
case of irregular apposition, as in ch. iv. 1; 
or we may render “in heaven, and they 
said,” | 

The kingdom of the world] See vv. X. 
Cf. ch.i.6; xii. 10. The gez. of the object (cf. 
the gen. with erí in ch. xvii. 18)—the royal 
dominion (note the sizg.) over the world. 


is become [the kingdom] of cur Lord 
and of bis Christ:| The government of the 
world is become His, as King: hitherto 
“the Prince of this world” has ruled; see Psal. 
ii. 2. Züllig, referring to ch. xii. 10, ren- 
ders: *'The World-kingdom of our Lord, 
and of His Anointed hath appeared." 

The last Trumpet has sounded; and the 
voices celebrate, by anticipation, what is re- 


ferred to in ch. x. 7; ch. xix. r. The result 
of the enmity to God is told in ch. xix. 20, 

and he shall reign for ever and ever.] * He” 
denotes either God, as ver. 17; or Christ, 
« Whose kingdom shall have no end."— Nicene 
Creed. 


16. And the four and twenty elders,| (See 
vv. Il). Representing the Church in heaven : 
—see on ch. iv. 4. 


which sit before God upon their 
thrones, Cf. ch. iv. 4;—the Elders who 
offer to God the prayers of the saints (ch. 
v. 8. For the word “ thrones,” see on ch. ii. 
13. 

fell upon their faces] Cf. ch. iv. 10; V. 14. 
In ch. vii. rx the Angels similarly fall pros- 
trate. 


17. Saying, We give thee thanks,|_ This 
verb, of very frequent occurrence in the 
New Test., is found only here in the Apo- 
calypse; and, in St. John's other writings, - 
only in John vi. 1r, 23 ; xi. 41. 

O Lord God, the Almighty,| Cf. ch.i.8; 
iv. 8. God is also addressed by this title in 
CH XVe 35 XVI. 7, 145 XIX. 0) 153 QU 22 

which art and which wast;] Omit 
“ and art te come "—see vv. ll, and the note 
on ch. i. 4: cf. also ch. xvi. 5. 

At this stage of the prophecy God is no 
longer * He who is to come," as in Matt. vi. 
1o. His coming is now past and over. 

and because thou hast taken thy great 
power,] See vv. //. (Omit “ to thee” which 
is not in the Greek). The perfect with 
aorists— see on ch. v. 7. 

God has now assumed the “ power” which 
He was “ worthy” to take (ch. iv. 11); and 
of which the Trumpet judgments, in answer 
to the prayers of the saints (ch. vi. ro; viii. 
3-6), are the manifestation :—see ch. xix. 6. 


and didst reign.] (The aorist, following 
the perfect). God had never ceased to rule 
over the world :—He always possessed the 
“ power,” but hitherto had not exercisedit. As 
in Ps. xcix. 1 (LXX.), the Lord's reigning, 
and the wrath of the nations (see next verse), 
are connected with each other. 


18. And the nations were wroth,] See Ps. 
xcix. 1 (LXX.) as in verse 17. The Elders 
now describe the character of the seventh 
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judged, and that thou shouldest give 


and shouldest destroy them which 
reward unto thy servants the pro- 


i destroy the earth. 


lOr, com 
rupt. 


phets, and to the saints, and them 
that fear thy name, smal! and great ; 





I9 And the temple of God was 
opened in heaven, and there was seen 





‘Trumpet. The wrath of the nations is called 
forth by the progress of the hated kingdom of 
God, as it began to take place after the Word 
was made flesh (Hengst.). How that wrath 
was instigated we are told in ch. xii. 17. . 


and thy wrath came,| See ch. vi. 16, 
where we are brought to the eve of the great 
catastrophe which, in ch. x. 7, is placed under 
this Trumpet. The omission of the Four 
Living Beings also points (see on ver. 15) to 
the dissolution of Creation, ‘They reappear in 
the Vision which introduces the Vials (ch. xv. 
7), and before the Last Judgment (ch. xix. 4 
—cf. ch. xiv. 3). Neither the description of 
the throne, in ch. iv., nor the other Visions 
of the blessed—except at the end of ch. xx.— 
seems final like this, which is all anticipatory. 


and tbe time of the dead to be judged, | 
Said by anticipation, and actually occurring 
at ch. xx. 11-15. Vitringa understands by the 
judgment of the dead, the vindication of the 
cause of the martyrs by God (see ch. vi. 
9-11), as in Ps. Ixxit. 4 ; so also Stuart, who 
refers to Hebr. x. 3o. 


and [the time] to give their reward 
to thy servants the prophets,| See ch. xviii. 
AOne Mall V r2o OCT. 


and to the saints, and to them that fear thy 
name, the small and the great ;| See vo. JL; 
ER CE Xi Om S Ti SC; 1:2; Sethe 
small and the great” are in the accus., while the 
previous nouns are in the dative,—a fact which 
sets aside the distinction into żwo classes by 
Hengst., viz. (1) the servants of God, compris- 
ing the prophets and saints; (2) those that 
fear His name, comprising “the small and 
the great” (Ps. cxv. 13). 


and to destroy them which destroy the 
earth.| Gr. “which corrupt the earth” 
(r. diafOecipovras), as in ch. xix. 2; Jer. li. 25 
(LXX.) :—cf. Isai. xiv. 20. We have here, 
wrath, judgment, destruction, and at the 
same time distribution of rewards: but it is 
the execution of judgment which brings re- 
demption; and the reward of the faithful 
consists in this that the earth is freed from its 
oppressors (Hengst.). The Elders’ song, 
writes Todd, sums up the events connected 
with the Second Advent—chiefly the Millen- 
nial Reign (ch. xx. 6), the wrath of the nations 
(ch. xx.8), the wrath of God (ch. xx. 10), the 
judgment of the dead (ch. xx. 12), the reward 
- ofthe faithful (ch. xxi.; xxii.). Elliott observes 
- that before what is here described by anticipa- 
. tion comes to pass, the Seer answers the ques- 


tions, “ Who are the corruptors of the earth ?” 
—“ What is the history of the Beast ?”—“ Is 
he identical with Antichrist?" In answer to 
them a new parenthetic series of Visions begins; 
and ver. 19 serves as a sign of connexion to 
show where the seventh ‘Trumpet-Vision is 
resumed, viz. at ch. xv. 1. 

According to the scheme of Ebrard the 
second Vision of the Apocalypse, which began 
at ch. iv. r, ends here:—the third Vision 
extends from ch. xi. 19 to ch. xiv. 2o, and is 
introduced by the same natural phenomena as 
the second in ch. iv. 5. In the first Vision St. 
John beheld the Son of Man in His judicial 
relation to the Churches;—in the second, 
which now ends, Almighty God in his judicial 
relation to the godless world;—in the third 
Vision, beginning with ver. 19, the relation of 
the ungodly subjects of the Prince of this 
world to the Church of God (s. 419). 

Burger makes the seventh Trumpet to end 
here ; and all that follows to belong to events 
which mark the last conflict. 


19. And the temple of God, that is in 
heaven, was opened;] (See vv. //.). The 
Sanctuary, Naos,—cf. ver. 1. We now see 
* the pattern " of that earthly Sanctuary which 
supplied the symbolism in ver. 1 (Ex. xxv. 8, 
9, 40; Heb. viii. 5). The Sanctuary lies open 
(ch. xiv. 15, 17; xv. 5-8; xvi. I, 17) until 
“The Word of God” comes to judge (ch. 
xix. 13), and the accomplishment is fully seen 
in ch. xxi. 22. 


and there was seen in his temple the ark 
of bis covenant;| ‘This verse is parallel 
to ch. iv. 1; xv. 5: like them, in anticipation 
of what is still future, it introduces a new 
Vision. The pause at this point before the 
new series of Visions is accompanied by the 
usual tokens. 

'The Ark of the Covenant is now intro- 
duced for the last time in Scripture. In this 
Stern sees a symbolical allusion to the fulfil- 
ment of God's dealings with Israel converted 
by the preaching of the “ Witnesses” —see Rom. 
ix. 25-33. Ewald and Bleek refer here to 
“the hidden manna” (ch. ii. 17), which, having 
been lost with the Ark of the Covenant, 
when the Temple was destroyed by the 
Chaldeans (2 Kings xxv. 9), was wanting in 
the second Temple. According to Jewish 
tradition, Jeremiah had taken the Ark and 
all that the Most Holy place contained, and 
concealed them before the destruction of the 
Temple in a cave at Mount Sinai, whence they 
are to be restored to the Temple in the days 
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in his temple the ark of his testament : 
and there were lightnings, and voices, 
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[v. 19. 


and thunderings, and an earthquake, 
and great hail. 











—— 


of Messiah (2 Macc. ii. 4-7) : see also Wet- 
stein in Joc. Hengst. seems to indicate the 
true meaning of the symbol:—The Ark of 
the Covenant is made visible in order to 
signify that the Covenant has received its 
most signal accomplishment. God has now 
* remembered his Holy Covenant," and his 
people may now “serve Him without fear "— 
Luke i. 72-74. 


and there followed lightnings, and voices, 
and thunders,] Which are the only physical 
phenomena seem in ch. iv. 5. 


and an earthquake,| ‘The earthquake is 
also specified in ch. viti. 5; xvi. 18. 


and great hail.| Which is again intro- 
duced. in ch. xvi. 21 :—hail is also mentioned 
under the first Trumpet (ch. vii. 7). The 
judgment-hour indicated by the symbolism 
of ver. 1 has now arrived; and from the 
Sanctuary where God is enthroned the judg- 
ments proceed—see ch. xiv. 15, 17 ; XV. 5; 
XVI. 17. 

This description of the sounding of the 
seventh Trumpet (vv. 15-19) runs strictly 
parallel to what we have read as to the 
opening of the seventh Seal (ch. viii. 1-5). 
Parallel to the “silence im heaven” (ch. viii. 
1) we have here the “ great voices in heaven,” 
and the Elders’ hymn of thanksgiving (vv. 
I5, 17, 18);—parallel to the offering of 
incense and prayer at the Altar (ch. viii. 3-5) 
we have here the worship of the Elders (ver. 
16), and the opened Temple, and the sight of 
the Ark of the Covenant ;—the same natural 
phenomena too (here increased in intensity) 
which announce coming judgments are mani- 
fested in both Visions (ch. vii 5; xi. 19). 
‘These various details the Seer, instead of 
giving a continuous narrative, “ Recapitulates." 
As the series of the Trumpets starts from the 
same point as the series of the Seals, and 
ends with the same consummation,—so now, 
beginning with ch. xii., we have once more a 
new “ Recapitulation ” of God’s dealings with 
the Church and with the world, during the 
same period. The description is now coloured 
by symbolism of a different character from 
what has hitherto been employed :—see the 
remarks introductory to this chapter. ‘This 
verse, therefore, may be regarded as the pre- 


paration for the final judgment, but it does 
not describe the final judgment itself. 

Here the Third Division of the Revelation 
proper comes to an end. 

With other writers the connexion is dif- 
ferent. Hengst. regards this verse as describ- 
ing the last judgment; and he considers ch. 
xvi. 18-21 to be simply an extension of what 
is here revealed ;—According to Liicke (s. 
355) the chief series of Visions ends here. 
Such a close both satisfies the longing ex- 
pressed in vv. 15-17, and points to a further 
disclosure of the future, as suggested in ch. 
x. 113 it thus forms a prelude to the Visions 
which follow, and which constitute the con- 
tents of the last Trumpet;—I. Williams 
considers that “the whole arrangement of the 
Seals and the Trumpets seems to cease with 
this chapter; and it is better to consider the 
subsequent prophecies as supplemental and 
independent, without any reference to the 
previous division: all that follows might be 
considered as the ‘ Little Book’” (p. 209); 
—Burger makes this verse to be the transition 
between the seventh Trumpet, which came 
to an end in ver. 18, and the Visions that 
follow ;— Stuart, following Eichhorn and 
Heinrichs, makes the seventh Trumpet to 
signify “the triumph of Christianity over - 
opposing and embittered Judaism :" even the 
Most Holy place is thrown open, “another 
symbol expressing that Judaism is now at its 
close;"— Grotius refers the passage to the 
Jews in the days of Barchocab (ver. 13); 
adding on this verse: ‘Per hoc jubentur 
Christiani qui in Judza erant animos ad 
ccelum attollere, ubi Deus habitat, ubi arca 
foederis servatur ;”— De Lyra refers all 
this passage to the victory of Narses (A.D. 
553) over the Arian Goths, the Angel of 
the seventh Trumpet being the Emperor 
Justin II. ;—Elliott (see on ver. 14) enumerates 
a series of natural convulsions at the end of 
Cent. xviii.—such as the reopening the fires of 
Vesuvius and the eruption of Shaptaa Jokul 
in Iceland; the earthquake in Calabria pro- 
tracted from 1783 to 1786; the hailstorm in 
France. in 1788, followed within a month by 
the convocation of the States- General, which 
was the signal for the [First] French Revolu- 
tion, May 5, 1789: see on ch. xv. 1. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XI. 
NOTE A ON VER, 2— IHE MEASURING THE TEMPLE. 


The following illustrations of the meanings 


assigned to this passage may be added. 
I (a) Ordinary “ Preterists” ;— 


STUART, following EICHHORN and LANGE, 
considers that “the symbolic transaction ” 
described in vv. 1, 2, prefigures “the pre- 
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servation of all which was fundamental and 
essential in tbe ancient. religion, notwithstand- 
ing the destruction of all that was external 
in respect to the Temple, thé City, and 
the ancient people of God” (/.c., p. 214). 
* Nothing can be more certain than that the 
destruction of the City and "Temple of Jeru- 
salem is threatened, and not merely profana- 
tion by the presence of the heathen " (p. 218). 

(b) Rationalistic ** Preterists" also refer 
this symbolism to the literal Temple, and the 
literal Jerusalem. The Holy City is Jerusalem 
not yet laid in ruins by the Roman army ; and 
this result is taken to prove that the Apoca- 
lypse was written before the capture of the 
City, and the destruction of the Temple by 
Titus. This opinion has been already referred 
to in the Introduction (see § 4, b., i.), and is 
also considered in the note on the present verse. 
The Judaizing tendencies alleged by Ration- 
alists to characterize the writings of St. John, 
as opposed to St. Paul, have likewise been 
shewn (see Note A on ch. iii. 19) to have no 
existence. The notion, therefore, of the 
school of Tiibingen that the present passage 
expresses nothing more than the sentiments 
of a fervid Jewish patriot who could not 
bear to contemplate the destruction of the 
Temple, is a mere fiction of the imagination: 
—-see Baur, Die kanon. Evang., s. 605. 

Il. “ Futurists” look forward to a restored 
Jerusalem, and to a Temple rebuilt in the 
Last Times :— 

De Burcu: The natural inference here 
is “that this commission concerns the Jewish 
nation” (Ac, p. 205). * No doubt should 
remain that this commission and prophecy 
refer to the City Jerusalem, and the Jewish 
people. Notwithstanding this the chapter 
has been allegorized; and so allegorized by 
some of the most eminent expositors as to 
exclude all reference or allusion to either the 
Jewish City or people! Thus, according to 
Mede, whose authority ranks perhaps highest,” 
&c., &c. And Dr. De Burgh understands 
here by the “ Gentiles ” the nations which shall 
hereafter be leagued with the Beast from the 
Abyss (ver. 7) who is described in ch. xiii., 
and who will realize the description of 2 
Thess. ii. 4, in “the time of the Lord's last 
great controversy with the [Jewish] nation" 
(Lc., pp. 206-210). 

With reference to the principle on which 
the “Futurist " system of interpretation is 
founded, it is well to bear in mind the words 
of Vitringa on Rev. vii. 1-8 (/.c., p. 303) :— 

“I would particularly draw attention to 
this, that throughout the whole of the Revela- 
tion no separate mention is made of the 
Jewish as distinguished from the Gentile 
Christians ; and this on the clear and obvious 
ground that, under the new economy, all 
distinction of nations in the matter of religion 


is abolished. *'There is neither Jew nor 
Greek’ writes the Apostle (Gal. iii. 28); and 
he adds: ‘If ye be Christ's then are ye 
Abraham's seed’ (ib. ver. 29) Nowhere, 
therefore, in the whole Apocalypse do pro- 
phecies occur with respect to the Jews, in so 
far as they are contradistinguished from the 
Gentiles in the matter of religion? So, 
also, Stern, who belongs to a very different 
school, writes on ch. xii. 1: “Es ist kein 
Unterschied, wie überhaupt in der ganzen 
Apokalypse nicht, zwischen Juden- und Hei- 
denchristen erkennbar gemacht " (s. 301). 


NOTE B ON VER. 2— THE FORTY AND 
Two MONTHS. 


The “ Forty and two Months,” the * 1260 
days” (ver. 3), the “ Three anda half years," — 
otherwise the “Time, and times, and half a 
time” (ch. xii. 14),—assuming these three de- 
signations of time to denote the same length 
of duration, have been interpreted Spiritually, 
Chronologically, and Literally. 

I. The SPIRITUAL interpretation is thus 
defined by Auberlen (see on ver. 2) :— 

The three periods are identical, and -have 
an accurate chronological meaning which 
however we cannot at present arrive at. We 
know the meaning of the 32 years from 
Daniel (vii. 25; xii. 6, 7; ix. 27). It is the 
time of the World-power in which the 
earthly Kingdoms rule over the heavenly (Rev. 
xi 2, 3)—i.e., the time from the Roman 
destruction of Jerusalem to the Second 
Coming of Christ (cf. Luke xxi 24 with 
Rev.xi. 2). According to Luke xxi. 24 the 
treading down of the Holy City is to last till 
“ the times of tbe Gentiles ;" or, according to 
Rev. xi. 2, till 42 months (1260 days = 3$ 
years) are fulfilled. Add to this that in Rev. 
xiii. 5 the 42 months designate the period of 
the Beast—i.e., the World-power (/.c., p. 252). 

BossuET regards the “Forty two months” as 
mystical; and as denoting that the persecu- 
tions of the Church have a fixed and limited 
period in the Divine counsels. 

II. The CHRONOLOGICAL (or “ Year-day”) 
interpretation (see Introd. § 11, (b), IL) :— 

MEDE, resting on the distinction already 
noted between “ the inner" and “the outer 
court " of the Temple, assumes as the continu- 
ance of the pure state of the Church, which is 
denoted by the *inner court," the period of 
365,0r 393, Or 430, Or 455 years ;—the begin- 
ning being counted from Christ's birth, or 


1 «Tt is demonstrated by Villalpandus out of 
Ezekiel's measure, that the largeness of the outer 
court was such that it contained the zzzer court 
three times and a half in quantity." Now as the 
time allotted to the outer court is xlii months, the 
time allotted to the Zzzer court, or pure state of 
the church, is xii months, or 360 days,4- 5 (added 
by ** Chaldzean count” )—ż.e., 365 prophetic years, 
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“Passion (A.D. 33), or from the destruction of 
Jerusalem (A.D. 70), or from the reception of 
the Vision by St. John under Domitian (A.D. 

-95). To the dates (365, 455) he adds 1260, 
counting “ days” as “ years,” and thus obtains 
for the continuance of the corrupt state of 
the Church, or “ the outer Court,” the periods 
down to A.D. 1625, or A.D. 1715 (pp. 588, 600). 

CALOVIUS (1637) reckons from the time 
of. Pope Leo the Great (A.D. 440) until 
A.D. 1700, when “a great event, leading to 
the fall of the degenerate Roman Church, 
must take place." 

COCCEIUS, arguing that the duration “of 
the antichristian power" terminated at the 
date of the “ Pacification of Passau," i. e., A.D. 
I552, by subtracting from this date 1260 
years, obtained A.D. 292—or the year in 
which * Constantius Chlorus Caesaream dig- 
nitatem et patrocinium Christianorum sus- 
cepit "—as the “terminus a quo^ whence to 
count the duration of the 42 months. 

VITRINGA: The “terminus a quo” may 
be placed in the żwelfth century (p. 465) :—he 
counts this beginning from the date of the rise 
of the * Waldenses, Lugdunenses, and Albi- 
genses,” The whole period however of the 1260 
years has not as yet expired (“ hactenus non 
exiit, latetque in arcanis Dei consiliis”—p. 
463). Vitringa, at the same time, looks with 
favour on an interpretation suggested by Sca- 
liger, viz. that a “ zze" denotes in Scripture 
100 years; and, therefore, that the 33 “ times” 
of the prophecy signify 350 common years. 
At all events counting from the persecution 
of the Albigenses we obtain exactly 350. years 
down to the preaching of Luther (see Introd. 
S. xr, (b), IIL). 

ROBERT FLEMING: His Discourses were 
published in 1701, and announced that in the 
years 1794 and 1848 certain Apocalyptic pre- 
dictions were to be fulfilled. The historical 
coincidences are remarkable; and as the 
* Year-day" theory receives more justice at 
Fleming's hands than at the hands of writers 
who, either before or since his time, have 
taken “ days” to denote “years,” it is desir- 
able to give a brief account of his system. 

Fleming sets forth “ Two preliminary con- 
siderations :”—(1) “That the three grand 
-Apocalyptical numbers of 1260 days, 42 
months, and ‘a Time, Times, and an half; 
are not only Synchronical, but must be inter- 
preted Prophetically, so as Years must be 
understood by Days;"—4(2) “ That in order 
to understand the Prophetical years aright, 
we must reduce them to Julian years, or such 
as are in use with us now in Europe” (pp. 
19-24). The synchronism of the three periods 
determines that a month = 3o days; and 


1 Discourses on the Rise and Fall of the 
Papacy, 1701. 
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that 12 such months=a year. Accordingly 
“a year’ = 360 days, “without the additional 
five days and odd hours and minutes that are 
added, in the calculation of the Julian year :” 
and thus three and a half (prophetical) years = 
1260 (prophetical) days; and three and a half 
Julian years = 1278 (common) days:—“ Now, 
if according to this computation, we subtract 
1260 Apocalyptical years from 1278 Julian 
or Gregorian ones (I call them so ore rotundo, 
overlooking the smaller measures of time), 
there remain 18 years to be cut off.”.... “If 
we may suppose that Antichrist began his reign 
in the year 606 [see Note D on ch. xiii.], the 
additional 1260 years of his duration, were 
they Julian or ordinary years, would lead us 
down to the year 1866, as the last period of 
the Seven-headed Monster [Rev. xiii. 1]. But 
seeing they are prophetical years only, we 
must cast away 18 years in order to bring 
them to the exact measure of the time. And 
thus the final period of Papal Usurpations 
(supposing that he did indeed rise in the 
year 606) must conclude with the year 1848 " 
(p.27). Again: Fleming places the “ Dona- 
tion of Pipin,” “in or about the year 758, 
about the time that Pope Paul the First 
began to build the Church of St. Peter and 
St. Paul. Now if we make this the Æra of 
the Papal Kingdom, the 1260 years will not 
run out before the year 2018, according to 
the computation of Julian years; but re- 
ducing these to Prophetical ones, the expira- 
tion of the Papal Kingdom ends exactly in 
the year 2000 according to our vulgar reckon- 
ing” (p. 34). 

To complete this calculation the Vial-Visions 
must be included: — The fourth Vial (Rev. 
xvi. 8), Fleming believes, “is poured out upon 
‘the sun’ of the Papal Kingdom,” and “ must 
denote the humiliation of some eminent poten- 
tates of the Romish interest:” . . . “these, 
therefore, must be principally understood of 
the houses of Austria and Bourbon” (p. 65). 
As to the part of this Vial not fulfilled when 
Fleming wrote, he supposes “that it will 
come to its highest pitch in 1717, and that 
it will run out in 1794. In A.D. 475 the 
Western Roman power was destroyed, and 
the power of the Papal Kingdom was in- 
creased." Now 475 1260 = 1735; and, as 
before, subtracting 18, we get 1717. Again: 
—Justinian, on his conquest of Italy, A.D. 
551, “left it in a great measure to the Pope’s 
management :”—but 551 + 1260 “reaches 
down to the year 1811; which, according to 
prophetical account, is the year 1794. And 
then I do suppose the fourth Vial will end” 
(p.69). The fifth Vial (Rev. xvi. ro) “will 
probably begin about the year 1794, and ex- 
pire about A.D. 1848” (p. 77); which is the 
date given above as to the weakening of the 
Papacy, counting from A.D. 606. “The sixth 
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Vial (Rev. xvi. 12) will be poured out on 
the Mahometan Antichrist;" andthe Eastern 
Kings and Kingdoms are now to renounce 
their heathenish and Mahometan errors. 
The sixth Vial runs into the seventh (Rev. 
xvi. 7);— “only you may observe that the 
first of these will probably take up most 
of the time between the year 1848 and the 
year 2000; because such long messages and 
intrigues (besides the time spent before in 
destroying the Turkish Empire) . . . . must 
needs take up a great many years" (p. 79). 
“Supposing, then, that the Turkish Mon- 
archy should be totally destroyed between 
1848 and 1900, we may justly assign 70 or 80 
years longer to the end of the sixth Vial, and 
but twenty or thirty at most to the last.” 

Fleming (p. 98) computes the date of the 
Millennium :—R elying on Dan. viii. 7, 11, he 
fixes the year 135 as the epoch from which to 
count—that is to say, the date of the second 
or final destruction of Jerusalem by Hadrian. 
Now 135+ 1290 (Dan. xii. 11)— 1425, “which 
in prophetical reckoning is the year 1407 "— 
the date of the Hussites, Albigenses, Wick- 
lites, Waldenses, c. But 1407 4- 1335 (Dan. 
xi I2)t 2742, 1.6. 2722 of prophetical 
reckoning: which, therefore, includes the 
begun downfall of the Papacy under the Seven 
Vials, and the final accomplishment thereof 
afterwards, together with the greatest part of 
the Millennium. And perhaps the begun 
apostasy of Jewish and Gentile Christians 
which is to issue in an universal war against 
the Saints (upon the expiration of the Millen- 
nium) may be begun about the year 2722." 

ELLIOTT, like Fleming, introduces here the 
interpretation of the Vials. The solution of 
the great question, “ When do the 1260 years 
of ch. xi. come to an end?" is involved, he 
thinks, in the meaning of the fifth Vial:—see 
Note A on ch. xvi. 

BENGEL assumed that the 42 months denote 
the 666 years of the Beast (ch. xiii. 18):— 
for his chronological system see Introd. § 11, 
(b), IV. 

III. The LITERAL interpretation :— 

BRIGHTMAN would understand the 35 years 
during which the Council of Trent was en- 
gaged in silencing the Old and New Testa- 
ments—the “Two Witnesses” of ver. 3 (p.296). 

Two opposite schools of expositors——the 
“ Preterists” and the Futurists”—also take 
the 1260 days, the 42 months, the 33 years, 
to be literal days, months, years. 

1. (a) Ordinary “ Preterists :’— 

GROTIUS and HAMMOND count the 42 
* months" as 1260 literal “days,” from A.D. 
so to A.D. 54—“ ex quo strui ccpit Templum 
Jovis Capitolini ad motum usque Judaicum 
duce Barchocheba.” 

STUART lays down that, 33 being one half of 
the sacred number Seven, * this is a convenient 


designation of a moderate length of time, 
whether the designation is quite exact or falls 
alittle short of exactness, or exceeds it in a 
small measure" (Exc. vs, iL, p. 465). As to 
Rev. xi. 2, Vespasian attacked Palestine in the 
spring of A.D. 67. On the roth of August, 
A.D. 70, Jerusalem was taken by ‘Titus: 
*'Phere can scarcely be a doubt, therefore,” 
that the 42 months, as well as the 1260 days 
of ver. 3, mark the time during which the 
conquest of Palestine was going on (p. 468). 

(b) Rationalistic * Preterists.” 

Reuss (“ Theol. in tbe Apost. Age”) explains 
that, terrified by the Pagan persecution in 
Asia Minor, St. John now declares that the 
End of all things 1s at hand (ch. ii. 5; xi. 14; 
&c.). The Seer even. * ventures to limit the 
delay by figures borrowed from the revelation 
of Daniel ;" “In three years and a half, from 
the moment at which the author wrote, all 
would be accomplished." During this period 
of three years and a half the Pagans will remain 
masters of Jerusalem, a place of safety being 
provided for the elect within the precincts of 
the Temple (pp. 373-376). 

Renan, also identifying the three periods, 
accepts the common interpretation of 3$ years 
as the explanation of the 31 “times.” ‘This 
is “a demi-schemitta or week of years,"— 
“a schemitta or period of seven years is often 
taken for a unit of time, the Jubilee period 
being composed of seven schemitta; see Neu- 
bauer, Journal asiatique, Dec. 1869.” “This 
mysterious cipher borrowed from the Book 
of Daniel is the space of time which still 
remains for the world to live” (/c., p. 401). 
And Renan describes the Apocalypse as “un 
écrit de circonstance qui borne lui-méme son 
horizon à trois ans et demi, le secret de l'avenir 
entier de l'humanité" (p. 462). 

2. “Futurists ; "— 

De Burgh: The Jewish people and their 
City shall be given up to “ the Beast” (ver. 7) 
for the period of 42 months, that is, 1260 
days, or three years and a half, in which three 
different ways this same period is named in 
prophecy" (p. 210). He takes Dan. ix. 27 
as referring to the time of Antichrist; and 
the duration of Antichrist’s power being 
seven years, he divides these seven years 
into two periods of 33 years, or 1260 days, 
each. During the former half Antichrist is 
in covenant with the Jews (Dan. xi. 23, 32), 
and during the latter half turns against them. 
De Burgh, accordingly, doubts whether the 
42 months and 1260 days in Rev. xi. “ be not 
different from the 42 months or 1260 days of 
the great power of the Beast in ch xiii, the 
former being the first, and the latter the 
second half of the week (p. 440): cf. the 
opinions of Bisping and Burger quoted above 
on ver. 3. De Burgh seems to differ here 
from Todd—see on ch, ix. 13, 15, § (6). 
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Topp having expounded in a similar manner 
the measuring of the Temple as denoting “ its 
restoration, after which the Holy City shall 
be encompassed with armies and trodden 
under foot of the Gentiles 42 months;" adds: 
“The remainder of the prophecy goes on to 
describe the events which shall take place in 
the Holy City during the 1260 days of its 
profanation by the Gentiles" (p. 171):—see 
On) ch. 1X. 734155 

See Note D on ch. xiii. 5. 


NorE C on VER. 7—THE “FOURTH” 
BEAST. 


Mention of “the Beast that cometh up out 
of the Abyss” is made only here and in 
ch. xvii. 8. The reading of Codex A, ro 
réraptov Onņpíov,! is adduced by Ziillig in 
proof that the Beast from “ the Abyss” is the 
fourth instance of this symbol in the Apoca- 
lypse, the other three being (1) the Dragon, 
ch. xii. 3;—(2) the Beast “out of the Sea,” 
ch. xiii, r ;—(3) the Beast “ out of tbe Earth,” 
ch. xiii. rr. These four are, (i.) the anti- 
Jehovah, Satan, who rules in the air, or in the 
heavenly regions ;—(ii.) the Beast whe rules 
over the Sea, the symbol of the peoples of the 
Earth, by the anti- Messias, Balaam (see Note 
E on ch. xiii. 18) ;—(iii.) the Beast who rules 
over the firm earth, the ** Fa/se-Prophet ;” —(iv.) 
an apparition from the Abyss, false- Judaism, 
and especially its last ruler (ch. xvii.) spoken 
of in Dan. vii. 7, 19; viii. ro. St. John does 
not copy Daniel carefully, for he makes three 
of the Beasts to have “Seven Heads” and “Ten 
Horns,” and all are powerful; the third, or 
“ False Prophet,’ however, has not strength, 
but prevails by the seduction of his tongue. 
Owing to the three having each “Seven Heads” 
and * Ten Horns,” they have been often iden- 
tified with one another: but this is an error. 
The first has upon his * Seven Heads” seven 
diadems (ch. xii. 3) ;—the second upon his “ Ten 
Horns,” ten diadems (ch. xiii. 1) ;—the fourth 
has no diadem either on “ Heads” or “ Horns” 
(ss. 156, 191, 192). 

Ebrard argues to the same effect:—(1) 
In ch. xiv. 8 the Beast of ch. xiii. r is styled 
Babylon; but in ch. xvii. the Harlot, or 
Babylon, is distinguished from the Beast;— 
(2) The Beast in ch. xvii. 3 has no diadems ; 
—(3) In ch. xvii. 3 the co/our of the Beast 
is mentioned, not his form as in ch. xiii. 2 ; 
—(4) In ch. xvii. 3, 8 (c£ ch. xi. 7) this 
Beast from the Abyss is full of “names ef 
blasphemy,” while in ch. xii. r the names 


1 In place of the Tò réraprov of A, Grotius 
suggests that we should read Tò repáamiov,—7o- 
digiosa, strange, monstrous, —adding: ** Nisi 
forte prima fera est Draco, altera ex mari, tertia 
ex terra orta, haec vero quarta," 

N reads róre àvaBaivov, 
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are only on the Heads of the Beast (s. 
455). On this subject cf. the note on ch. 
xvii. 3. 

Diisterdieck points out the following differ- 
ences:—(1) The conception of the Head 
“smitten unto death" and then “healed” 
(ch. xiii. 3) is not found in the description of 
the Dragon in ch. xii.;—(2) In ch. xvii. 11 
an “eighth” Head is mentioned, which is 
not spoken of in ch. xii. or ch. xiii. ;—(3) The 
“ Ten Horns” in ch. xvii. differ in many ways 
from the Horns indicated in ch. xii. and ch. 
xiii. ;— (4) The Head “smitten” and 
“ healed ” (ch. xiii.) is not referred to directly in 
ch. xvii. To these one may add, as above, 
(5) the position ofthe diadems on the “ Heads d 
in ch. xii.; on the “ Horns” in ch. xiii. ; and 
the absence of any mention of them in ch. xvii. 

Common, however, to all three chapters, 
are the two leading features of the “ Seven 
Heads" and the * Ten Horns,” borrowed from 
the symbolism of Daniel and indicating the 
identity of the Beast from the ddyss, and the 
Beast from the Sea—one Beast—who is the 
reflexion. and the instrument of the Dragon. 


NorE D ON VER. 12—THE Two 
WITNESSES. 


Until the rise of the school of * Historical ” 
interpreters in Cent. xiv., the belief as to the 
signification of the “ T«vo Witnesses "—4a belief 
which is now known as that of the “Fu- — 
turists"— was almost universal in the ancient 
Church: viz. “The “Two Witnesses” are to 
be two Prophets, who shall appear hereafter 
in the time of Antichrist for the confir- 
mation and support ofthe persecuted Church ; 
—they shall suffer martyrdom ;—their dead 
bodies shall lie in the street of the literal 
Jerusalem for three literal days and a half 
(or for three years and a half, see below); 
—and their ascension to heaven shall be at 
once followed by the Second Coming of 
the Lord.” On the further question * Who 
the two Prophets are to be,” opinions were 
somewhat divided :— 

I. That one of the Witnesses is to be 
Elijah* (cf. 2 Kings ii. r1; Mal.iv.5; Matt. 
xvii. 4, 11) all early writers were agreed; 
but there was not the same agreement as to 
the second Witness. 

II. By far the greater number of the Fa- 
thers considered that Enoch (Gen. v. 22, 243 
Heb. xi. ;; Ecclus. xliv. 16; xlix. 14) is to 


1 E, g. Justin. M. (Dial. e. Tryph. c. 49); 
Origen (Zn Joann., t. iv. p. 92); Lactantius 
(Znstitt. vi. 15, 16); Theodor. Mopsuest. (af. 
Mai, Script. Vet. Nova Coll, t. vi. pp. 278- 
298) ; Sibyll. Orac. (B. ii, 187) ; Commodian., 
(Carm. Apol., 832, ap. Spicil. Solesm. i. p. 44) :— 
cf. also Chrysost., Hom. lui, in Matt, xvii. 
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be the second. Enoch and Elijah alone of 
mankind had not tasted death; and so St. 
Jerome writes in answer to a question re- 
specting those “ who shall be caught up inthe 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 
iv. 17): “ Visque nosse, utrum sic occurrant 
in corporibus et non ante moriantur; cum et 
Dominus noster et Enoch atque Elias secun- 
dum Apocalypsim Joannis morituri esse di- 
cantur: ne scilicet ullus sit, qui non gustaverit 
mortem " (Epist. 59, ad Marcellam, t. i. p. 
326). And to the same effect St. Augustine: 
“ Quid enim dicunt? Si peccati est mors, 
quare non mortui sunt Enoch et Elias? . . , 
Et si non fallitur quzdam ex Scriptura Dei 
conjectura fidei, morituri sunt. Commemorat 
Apocalypsis quosdam duos mirabiles pro- 
phetas, eosdemque morituros, et in conspectu 
hominum resurrecturos, et ascensuros ad 
Dominum: et intelliguntur ipsi Enoch et 
Elias; quamvis illic nomina eorumtaceantur ” 
(Serm. 299, c. Pelag. bær., Opp, ed. Migne, 
t. v.1376'). The reason here assigned for 
understanding Enoch and Elijah is most 
weighty. 

St. Hilary Pictav. mentions Enoch with 
doubt (see under IlI. below). Andreas 
writes: rovrovs rods Óvo uáprvpas "Evóx xai 
"HAíav zoAXoi àv 019a káXcv évdgcav x. T. À. 
(4. c., p. 58) :—Arethas indeed states that this 
was the unanimous conclusion of the early 
writers. Cf. Irenæus (Her. v. 5); Tertull. 
(De Anima, 50); Hippolytus (De Antichr. 
43); Ephrem. Syrus (Orat. in adv. Dom.; 
Opp. t. iil. p. 141); Chron. Pascb. (vol. i. p. 
36); Damascenus (De Orth. Fide, iv. 26). 
See also the elaborate list of writers. given 
by Stern (zz Joc), who quotes Cassiodor. 
(Complex in Apoc., in c. x, 1); Ambrosiaster 
(Comm. ad x Cor.); Alcuin. (Comm. in Apoc. 
v.); Aquinas (De adventu Antichr., Rome, 
1840, p. 41). 

Bellarmine brings the charge of heresy 
against any who deny that the “ Witnesses” 
are to be Enoch and Elijah.? 

III. There were some, however, among the 
most eminent of the Fathers who felt that the 
reasons are strong for regarding Moses (see 
Matt. xvii. 3) as the second of the “ Wit- 
nesses” —for Moses, too, it was argued, like 
Enoch and Elijah, did not pass through 
death, see Deut. xxxiv. 6; Jude 9; and so 
Victorinus notes: * Many suppose that Elijah 
and Elisha, or Elijah and Moses, are the Two 
Witnesses” (l. c., p. 59). St. Hilary Pictav., 


1 On this discourse the editor notes: ''Ex 
vetere libro Corbeiensi nunc primum prodit. Ex- 
cerpta ex hoc sermone tria dedit Beda nondum 
vulgatus in Pauli Epistolas. Unum.. ad 2 Cor. 
v. ; duo ad 2 Tim. iv.” 

2 Bellarmine pronounces *' [sententiam] con- 
trariam vel esse heresim, vel errorem heresi 
proximum.”—De Kom. Pont., ii, 6. 


having distinctly specified ‘ Moses and Elijah,” 
adds: “Hos quidem prophetas duos præ- 
venientes adventum Ejus esse intelligimus, 
quos Apocalypsis Joannis ab Antichristo per- 
imendos esse dicit (Comm. in. Matt. c. xx. 10, 
ed. Ben., t. i. p. 769) ; and in this same work 
(c. xxvi. 5) St. Hilary, having expressed his 
doubt as to Enoch, again decides for Moses." 
Compare St. Ambrose (De Cain et Abel, i. 2, 
t. i. p. 186). 

IV. To Enoch and Elijah, the Apostle 
John himself (John xxi 22) is added by 
Methodius (ap. Suicer. Thesaur. i. 393) ; see 
also * Append. ad Opp. Hippolyti" (ed. Fabric. 
xxi. p. 14); Ephrem. Antioch. (ap. Photium, 
Cod. 229). 

V. To Elijah some added the prophet 
Jeremiah. ‘Thus Victorinus, in continuation 
of the words already quoted (see under III.), 
proceeds to say that Jeremiah is to be joined 
with Elijah, for it was predicted that he 
should be “a prophet unto the nations " (Jer. 
i. 5); and in order that he should fulfil this 
prophecy, which was not fulfilled during his 
former life, he must rise from the dead, must 
bea precursor of Messiah, and preach hereafter 
to many nations. St. Hilary, to the same 
effect, adds to the words quoted above under 
III.: *Licet varie vel de Enoch, vel de 
Jeremia, plurimorum exstiterint opiniones, 
quod alterum eorum sicut Eliam mori opor- 
teat." 

VI. Nor was the figurative interpretation 
omitted by the early writers:—e.g. [Ticho- 
nius] Primasius, Beda understood by the 
“Two Witnesses" the “Two ‘Testaments 
preached by the Christian Church to the 
world.” 


Coming to more modern times, C. a 
Lapide classified the opinions under three 
heads :— 

i “Qui per hos duos testes non duos 
singulares vivos, sed duo genera testium acci- 
piunt;"—E.g. Pannonius understood the 
Doctors of the Church who preach the Old 
and the New Test.;—Arias Montanus took 
them to be the Law and the Prophets ;—the 
Calvinists understand the Old and the New 
Test., or the Scriptures and the whole body 
of the faithful;—Alcasar the wisdom and 
sanctity of the primitive Church; Moses and 
Elijah being also, prefigured. [Still more re- 
cently Bishop Andrews (Contra Bellarmin., 
c. 11), and Bishop Wordsworth take the 
“Witnesses” to be the Old and the New 
Testaments]. 

ii, ^ Qui hzc de temporibus non futuris, sed 
jam preteritis exponunt;"—E.g. Ubertinus 
and Eitsinger take the “ Witnesses” to be 
Christ and John the Baptist; and Ubertinus 
thinks that the prophecy may also apply to 
St. Dominic and St. Francis;—P. Aureolus, 
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De Lyra! Antoninus suppose them to be 
Pope Sylverius and the Patriarch Mennas, 
the great opponents of the Eutychian heresy. 

iii. * Communis sententia aliorum est, hac 
ad ultima mundi et Antichristi tempora perti- 
nere;" and C. à Lapide names, as the com- 
panion of Elijah— Enoch, or Moses, or Elisha, 
or Jeremiah. 

Coming to yet later times:—^ We can 
understand no others," writes Stern, “ than 
Enoch and Elijah." Heinrichs, Züllig, Bleek, 
repeat the reference to Moses and Elijah, 
while Ewald hesitates between Moses and 
Enoch. De Burgh concludes that * God will 
raise up favo, of whom Joshua and Zerubbabel 
were but faint types” (p. 213) ; and T odd con- 
siders “that in the latter times żwo prophets 
will be raised up in the Jewish Church with 
miraculous powers similar to those once pos- 
sessed by Moses and Elijah ? (p. 194). 

Among “ Preterists” :— Grotius refers Rev. 


1 On this opinion of De Lyra, Düsterdieck 
asks, ‘‘ How can Sylverius and Mennas be more 
justly held to be *testes veritatis, than the 
Waldenses, whose testimony (as Vitringa and 
others maintain), delivered by John Huss and 
Jerome of Prague, came to life again in Luther 
and Melanchthon?" Bishop Newton arrives at 
the same result as Vitringa, with a slight varia- 
tion, —viz., the Waldenses and Albigenses ; Huss 
and Jerome of Prague; Luther and Calvin; 
Cranmer and Ridley, and their followers. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Cunninghame, the ** Witnesses” 
are Luther and his followers ; and according to 
Mr. Faber the **Vallenses and Albigenses” 
who, he maintains, were the only two churches 
of the West which were ‘‘ exempt from apostate 
idolatry during the whole term of the latter ‘ three 
times and a half". Vitringa, however, candidly 
admits: ‘“‘ Inter Albigenses ... fuerunt zelote 
...qui liberi non fuerunt ab erroribus Mani- 
cheeismi.”—/, c., p. 466 ; see above on ver. 6. 


[v. t. 


xi. to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Hadrian; and he takes the * Tavo Witnesses” 
to be “duo conventus Christianorum "—a 
Hebrew-speaking and a Greek-speaking 
church at Jerusalem ; “The Beast” of ver. 7 
being Barchochab, the destruction of whose 
party within the city is described in ver. 13, 
and whose destruction outside the city is re- 
ferred to in ver. 15. With Herder, Eich- 
horn, and others, the “ Witnesses” are the 
two High Priests Ananus and Jesus, who 
were put to death by the Zealots in Jerusalem 
(Joseph. B. J. iv. 2, &c.). Bossuet thinks that 
the “Two Witnesses” were meant to signify 
that in the early heathen persecutions martyrs 
would be taken from the clergy, represented 
by Joshua, son of Josedech, in Zech. iii. 1; 
and from the laity, represented by Zerub- 
babel ;—the words “when they shall have 
finished their witness” (ver. 7), indicating the 
persecution of Diocletian, the last effort of 
Paganism to destroy the Church. Stuart 
(/.c., p. 226) takes the meaning to be that 
a competent number of faithful Christian wit- 
nesses should bear testimony against the 
corrupt Jews during the last days of their 
commonwealth. Following the same line 
Volkmar is quite certain that they can only be 
James “the greater” (Acts xii. 2) who was 
beheaded A.D. 44; and James “the less” who 
was stoned A.D. 61. Renan describes the 
“deux témoins comme deux personnages 
importants de l'Eglise de Jérusalem, deux 
....comme Elie et Jésus ;” and it is not im- 
possible that they may be the two Jameses 
(see Volkmar above) ;—* peut-etre aussi l'un 
de ces prédicateurs de pénitence est-il Jean- 
Baptiste, l'autre Jésus (Matt. xvii. 9—13)."— 
p. 405. On the other hand, Reuss decides: 
* Ces deux prophétes sont, à n'en pas douter, 
Moise et Elie? (zz .0¢., p. 92). 





CHAPTER XII. 


I A woman clothed with the sum travaileth. 
4 The great red dragon standeth before her, 
ready to devour her child: 6 when she was 
delivered she fleeth into the wilderness. 7 


[Ver. 2 xai xpá(et. 
Ver. 7 ToU moAepijcat perd. 
om. Ist oi.—om. ois Karotkovou. 


Ver. 8 o$8é. 


Ver. 18 kal éoráðn.] 


Ver. 5 dpsev.—mpós tov Op. 


Michael and his angels fight with the dra- 
gon, and prevail. 13 The dragon being cast 
down into the earth, persecuteth the woman, 


Axp there appeared a great 





Ver. 6 yew exet.—rpépoow. 


5 ^ > z > " 

Ver. IO év T@ o)p. héyovoay.—eBANOn. Ver. 12 
Ver. 13 dpoeva. 
eróparos aùroð before riso rìs yvv.—aùrhv. 


Ver. 14 ai dvo. .Ver. 15 Ek To) 
Ver. 17 vjv papr. “Incod.—om. Xpiorod. 





WOMAN. AND HER THREE 
ENEMIES (ch. xii. 1—xiii. 18). 

'The Fourth chief Vision of the Revelation 
Proper now opens :—see Introd. $. 12. 

The Seer now beholds “ the Woman” by 
whom the Church of God is symbolized 
(ver. 1),and also her Three Enemies—the 
Dragon of ver. 3, and the two Beasts of 


THE 


ch. xiii. 1, rr. The Dragon (Satan) had from 
the beginning proved himself to be the enemy 
of Christ, and had endeavoured to destroy 
Him at His Incarnation (ver. 4)— doubtless 
by the instrumentality of Herod. Not suc- 
ceeding in this (ver. 5), Satan seeks to destroy 
the Church (vv. 13-17) ; and for this purpose, 
he employs two instruments—the two Beasts 


v. 1.] 


55g" "Wonder in heaven ; a woman clothed 


with the sun, and the moon under 
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her feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve stars : 





of ch. xiii. In the present chapter we are 
given the first of the pictures which represent 
the hostility of the Church's three Enemies. 
Most writers are agreed that we are now re- 
ferred back to the origin of the Christian dis- 
pensation—in other words that St. John now 
“ recapitulates.” Hitherto, in the Apocalypse, 
*they that dwell on the earth" have been 
Christ's foes; henceforward Satan and his 
instruments appear in active hostility. 
Auberlen divides this chapter into three 
parts :—the first two parts describe the con- 
dition, in St. John's time, (1) of the Church 
or Kingdom of God (wv. 1-6), and (2) of 
the kingdom of darkness (7-12). Wearethen 
shown (3) the relation of the two kingdoms 
from that time onwards (wv. 13-17)—p. 260. 
There is, as usual, much diversity of 
opinion as to the details. Lücke (s. 355) 
regards ch. xii. 1-xxii. 5, as forming the second 
chief series of Apocalyptic Visions—the Seer 
now returning to the past, and taking his stand 
in the drama of the world's history. De Wette 
regards ch. xii.-xiv. as forming a new episode 
like ch. x.-xi. 13, and as introducing a new 
scene. Hengst. also connects as a distinct 
group chapters xii, xiii and xiv.—ch. xiv. 
consoling the faithful oppressed by the Three 
great Enemies of God. ‘Todd, in like manner, 
combines the same group of chapters :—these 
chapters contain, as he interprets, the first of 
the Visions “supplemental” to the Seals and 
Trumpets ;—they “fill up the outline which 
had been before revealed ” (p. 226). 
Dollinger (The first age of the Church, Engl. 
tr, vol. i. p. 173) considers that the Seer 
reverts to the birth of Christ—the Child born 
of “The Woman” (i.e., the Church in its earlier 
Jewish and present Christian form)—Whom 
Satan waits to devour through his instrument 
Herod (Matt. ii) Wordsworth under- 
stands a retrospect to the first age of 
Christianity; he sees here a prophetic view of 
the future history of the Church; but still, he 
. adds, “not in her universality but in her 
relation to a. particular power—the power of 
Rome.” Elliott makes the fourth and supple- 


mental part of the Apoc. which treats of the 
“Beast from the Abyss,” or Popedom, to 
begin here: it extends from ch. xii. 1 to ch. 
xiv. 8, and was written “on the back” of the 
Roll, and forms a chronological retrogression 
(see on ch. v. 1);—a persecuting Beast had 
been spoken of in ch. xi 7; and, as it was 
necessary to give the history of his rise and 
reign, hence this episode. On opposite prin- 
ciples Stuart takes ch. xii-xix. to describe 
the “Second Catastrophe," or destruction of 
the Roman persecuting power; as ch. vi.-xi. 
describes the * First Catastrophe," or destruc- 
tion of the Jewish persecuting power :—Satan 
had done his utmost to destroy the Church in 
Judza, before he began to stir up active 
persecution abroad. Auberlen, developing his 
parallel between the Book of Daniel and the 
Apocalypse, observes that * Woman. and 
Beast" form the same contrast here as in 
Daniel “the Son of Manand the four beasts :” 
the Son of Man in Dan. vii 13 is seen to 
come from heaven ;—here (ver. 1) the Woman 
is seen in heaven. ‘The beasts rise from the 
sea in Dan. vii. 3 ;—and so in Rev. xiii. the 
Beast. In both the buman is opposed to the 
bestial; only with Daniel in male, with John 
in female shape. Herein the contrast between 
the kingdom of God and that of the world 
is symbolized. Daniel beholds the Man, the 
Bridegroom, the Messiah ;—John beholds the 
Woman, the Bride, the Church of God in 
the world.—/.c., p. 240. See below on ver. 1. 

Asa“ Futurist ” Bisping thus explains:— 
Ch. xii. 1—17 sets forth the state of things at the 
close of the first half of the last World-week, 
when the Jews shall have, almost all of them, 
embraced Christianity (ch. xi. 13) ; when the 
Church of Christ shall have awakened to new 
life; when Christ shall have been, as it were, 
born anew within her. On this awakening of 
the Church, the rage of Satan is inflamed 
against her, and she must withdraw, in the 
face of persecution, from the world into 
concealment. But her triumph over all her 
foes has been already secured in heaven 


(Sung 





CHAP. XIL—THE WOMAN (1-17). 


1, And a great sign] See ch. xv. r. “A 
sign "—cf. “ he signified,” ch.i.1. The Vision 
is thus declared to be figurative; it exhibits 
two tokens of a revelation—the Woman, and 
the Dragon. ‘The figurative character of this 
Vision, being more remote from things actual 
than were the objects seen in the preceding 
Visions, suggests this term. 


was seen] Compare ch. xi. 19. 

in heaven ;| Where the Seer beholds what 
is revealed, and whence the “ Dragon” is cast 
out, compare vv. 3, 7, 9, and the words 
“ the sign of the Son of Man in heaven,” Matt. 
xxiv. 30: see also Luke ii. 34, “ a sign which 
shall be spoken against.”  Bengel explains: 
“ The Woman, the Church, though on earth, 
is, nevertheless by virtue of her union with 
Christ, in heaven,"—see Eph. ii. 6; Phil. iii, 
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20. According to Hengst., St. John is “in 
the Spirit;" and to be “in the Spirit and to 
be in heaven are the same,"—see Ezek. i. 1; 
and cf, Rev..1v. 1, 23 XL 


a woman] Scripture continually repre- 
sents the relation of God to His Church as 
that of a husband to his wife :—Isai. liv. 5 ; 
John iii. 29; 2 Cor. xi. 2; Eph. v. 25, 32. 

See Note A at the end of this chapter. 


clothed with tbe sun,| We have here an 
ideal picture of the Church of God, the true 
Israel, the Bride, the spiritual mother of Jesus 
Christ. As such she wears the crown of 
* Tauelve Stars." Diisterdieck thus sums up the 
import of this figurative description: “ The 
‘Woman’ who gives birth to the Messiah (ver. 
5), and has yet other ‘seed’ (ver. 17), can only 
be the Old Testament Church of God, the 
true Israel. John had already been taught by 
the representations of the ancient prophets to 
ascribe ‘ seed’ to this Church, and to regard 
her as Mother of her children, the faithful and 
godly (cf. Isai. liv. 1, 13; lxvi. 8) : the descrip- 
tion, moreover, of vv. 2, 5, has not arisen 
without a reminiscence of Micah v. 1-3 "— 
(S. 420). St. John, in fact, definitely represents 
the Gentile Church (“the rest of her seed,” 
ver. 17) as belonging to the “seed of the 
woman " (see John iv. 22; Gal. iii. 7, 16), and, 
so far forth, as brethren of the Messiah. 
Compare Micah v. 3,—* The remnant of his 
brethren,"—on which Dr. Pusey notes: “ ‘His 
brethren’ are plainly the brethren of the 
Christ ; either because Jesus vouchsafed to be 
born ‘of the seed of David’ (Rom. i. 3); . 
or as such as He makes and accounts and 
‘is not ashamed to call, brethren’ (Heb. ii. 11), 
being sons of God by grace, as He is the Son 
of God by nature. . . . In the first sense, Micah 
foretells the continual inflow of the Jews to 
that true Israel who should first be called... . 
But ...there is no reason to take the name 
‘brethren’ here in a narrower sense than so 
to comprehend all ‘the remnant whom the 
Lord shall call’ (Joel ii. 32), whether Jews 
or Gentiles."—The Minor Prophets, p. 334. 
Hengst. expresses the same result: The 
“Woman” is not the community of Israel in 
contradistinction to the Christian Church 
(see vv. 6, 14-17); nor, on the other hand, 
the Christian Church in contradistinction to 
Israel; but “ z2e Woman,” or Zion (cf. Micah 
iv. 10), is properly the one indivisible com- 
munity of the Old and New Covenant—the 
Israel perpetuated in the Christian Church 
out of which the false seed has been cast by 
its unbelief.  Auberlen observes that the 
reference of the “ Twelve Stars” to both the 
Twelve Tribes, and the Twelve Apostles (see 
Note A at the end of this chapter), implies that 
“the Woman” represents not only the ancient 
Jewish Church, but likewise the Church of 
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God in its New Testament form :—after the 
Ascension Israel ceased to be the congrega- 
tion of God (Dan. ix.) ; and yet in Rev. xii. 6, 
13, “the Woman” is spoken of after the Ascen- 
sion (ver. 5). ‘The reference of this symbol 
to the Church cannot therefore be limited 
to any particular period or epoch (p. 247). 

On the other hand, Ebrard excludes the 
Christian Church. After Hofmann, he refers 
to Isai. vii. 14; Micah iv. 10: and understands 
here the daughter of Zion, Israel—" gua re- 
ceiver of the promises" (Rom. ix. 3-5). * Hzc 
mulier," wrote St. Augustine, *antiqua est 
Civitas Dei . . . . Utque de nato quodam in 
Zion psalmus dicit. (Ps. Ixxxvii. 3, 5) . . . . et 
illa mulier, Civitas Dei, ejus luce protegebatur, 
cujus carne gravidabatur " (Ezarr. in Psalm. 
cxlii., Opp., iv. p. 2264). 

On the ‘‘ Futurist " scheme, Stern, after St. 
Hippolytus (De <Antichr., c. 61), considers 
that the 1260 days (ver. 6) do not allow us 
to mistake the time of Antichrist; and hence 
“the Woman” denotes “ the Church-teaching 
of the Last Time.” ‘To the same effect De 
Burgh relies on Isai. lxvi. 5-9; he con- 
siders that * 5e Woman” is notan emblem of 
the Christian Church at all; and he can * find , 
no accurate correspondence to the emblem 
except in the Jewish nation .... pregnant 
with the expectation of the Coming of the 
Lord ” (pp. 228-235) ; and so Todd: “ The 
Woman ....is the nation of Israel at the 
period of her future promised glory " (p. 243). 

In direct contrast to such interpretations is 
that, whether ancient or modern, which ex- 
plains (as Words.): “The Woman in this 
Vision is the Christian Church.” 

Asa‘ Preterist ” Bossuet (and so Elliott who 
takes “ heaven” to mean “the heaven of the 
political world”) interprets this prophecy of 
the persecutions of the Church under Diocle- 
tian, Galerius, and Licinius, from A.D. 303 to 
A.D. 323. This opinion rests upon the three 
periods in the hostility of * zbe Dragon:” (1) 
before he is cast out of heaven (ver. 9); (2) 
after he is cast out (ver. 13) ; (3) the attack 
after the Woman's flight (ver. 15). 

So early as Cent. iii, Methodius (ap. 
Cramer, Catena, p. 352), as subsequently 
Andreas (/.c., p. 62), rejected the opinion that 
the Woman was the Virgin Mary. St. Ber- 
nard, however, did not think the application 
to the Blessed Virgin unsuitable (* Putasne 
ipsa [Maria] est sole amicta mulier? Esto 
siquidem, ut de presenti Ecclesia id intelli- 
gendum prophetice Visionis series ipsa de- 
monstret; sed id plane non inconvenienter 
Mariæ videtur attribuendum.”—Sermo de XII. 
prerog. B. V. Mariæ, $3. The statement of C, 
à Lapide and others that St. Augustine 
made this application, is unfounded : — the 
Benedictine editors of St. Augustine's works 
point out that the sermons * De Symbolo, ad 


v. 2-3.] 


2 And she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered. 





Catechumenos,” in which this opinion appears, 
are spurious (ap. S. August. Opp. t. vi, p. 
965; see Todd, p. 234). Hengst., neverthe- 
less, writes: “That the Church here was 
seen in the type of the Virgin Mary, or that 
the Seer perceived in the Virgin Mary an 
image of the Church, is rendered probable by 
ver. 4" (see also below on ver. 6). Stern (s. 
303) altogether rejects this interpretation. 

‘To apply the symbolism here exclusively to 
either the Jewish or the Christian Church 
fails to meet the requirements of the language 
used. Burger tries to meet this difficulty by 
understanding “the Woman” to be the Church 
of Christ in her final condition, and including 
converted Israel (Rom. ix. 27). 


and the moon under her feet,| See Cant. 
vi ro. She appears in the glory of all the 
luminaries which adorn the heavens. 'The 
old writers understand by this description 
that the sun rules the day of the Gospel 
(Isai. lxi). “The moon under her feet ” 
signifies what the Law, the Legal Israel, 
became to the Christian Church—not a yoke 
or a bondage, but a foundation. 


and on ber bead a crown of twelve stars ;] 
Bengel notes that the Stars are not “stars of 
heaven” (ver. 4). On the word “crown, 
see on ch. ii. 1o. The number of Stars in this 
place—the sacred number of the Tribes of 
Israel—represents, according to Victorinus, 
the Twelve Patriarchs—“the Fathers, of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came.” 
The “crown of twelve Stars," notes Reuss, 
“recalls the ideal totality of the true Israel.” 
This number, now represented by the 
Twelve Apostles, has become a crown of 
Stars :—cf. ch. xxi, 12, 14. Ewald (see Note 
C on ver. 3) states that (the Arabic) Hippo- 
lytus understands by the Woman, the 
Church ;—by the sun which radiated around 
her, the Messiah ;—by the Moon under her 
feet, John the Baptist ;—and by the crown of 
Stars, the Twelve Apostles. 

* Twelve,” observes Stern, “ being the signa- 
ture of perfection, all Saints are symbolized 
here.” Many refer to Gen. xxxvii. 9 as the 
source of the symbolism ;—there, however, we 
read of but eleven stars. 

“The old world has often been called a 
male world,” writes Mr. Maurice (pp. 208— 
212): “ The reverence for women was indeed 
cultivated in the Jew by all his institutions ; 
but the dread lest some other than a male 
standard of worth should creep in to the 
state, was a chief reason why the elder 
Romans dreaded the incursion of the art 
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3 And there appeared another 


"Wonder in heaven; and behold a '9* sis% 


great red dragon, having seven heads 


and learning of Greece.” In Greece Pallas 
and Aphrodite had disputed the supremacy 
with Apollo ; and upon this subject of the zza/e 
and female ideals the present Vision may throw 
a light. The “wonder” which the Apostle 
saw—the mother and the child—is “the 
wonder which has accompanied Christendom 
through all the different stages of its life and 
growth." It has “been present to all who 
have tried to satisfy themselves what the 
human is, and how it is related to the Divine." 
The description of the Woman “here is a 
very striking symbol of humanity. . . . But 
though more perfect than anything that the 
world had yet seen, it is still imperfect. 
Something is needed to connect this female 
ideal with the male ideal of the former ages. 
That must be expanded as well as this. There 
must be a man-child.” 


2. and she was with child:] Gr. “and 
being with child”—these words are in 
concord with “a Woman.” 


and she erieth out, travailing in birth,| 
(See vv. HM). For the application to the 
former Church of God, see Isai. Ixvi. 7, 8, 
and the notes zz Joc. So likewise in a later 
age our Lord speaks of His Church in her 
early trials--see John xvi. 21. 


and in pain 7o be delivered.| (On the 
constr. of the infin. see Winer, § 44,8. 291 ff). 
“Yn this world the Church, like Eve, brings 
forth children in sorrow ” (Words.). Ewald 
notes that the old prophets described under 
this image the “ Woes of Messiah” (e.g. Isai. 
xxvi 17; Hos. xiii. 13) ; and so Christ Him- 
self, Matt. xxiv. 8. “ What more appropriate 
symbol,” writes Auberlen, “ of the Old Test. 
Church?" . . . “The most ardent longing 
of the ancient Patriarchs . . . was nothing 
else but what Isaiah expressed: *Unto us a 
Child is born, &c.—Isai. ix. 6” (p. 244). 


Tue GREAT RED DRAGON (3-17). 


3. And there was seen another sign in 
heaven ;| In addition to “the sign ” of ver. 1 
there is here another figurative description— 
not the description of a person, but the symbol 
of Satan as representative and author of all 
that is evil on earth and opposed to God and 
Christ: see Ebrard, quoted on ch. ix. 2. “ In 
heaven,” notes Words., because the Church, 
* the kingdom of heaven " is assailed. 


and behold, a great red dragon,| ‘The word 
* red? (see ch. vi. 4) denotes either “ flame- 
coloured? as the type of destruction (ch. 
ix. 17); or “blood-red” the type of murder, 
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and ten horns, and seven crowns 
upon his heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part 





John viii. 44— cf. ch. xvii. 6. With this de- 
scription compare that of ch. xvii. 3. 

The word “Dragon” in the N. Test. 
appears only in this Book: the term is that 
employed in the LXX. to render the tannin of 
Ex. vil. 9 (“a serpent”), and of Jer. li. 34 (“a 
dragon” —see the note zz loc.). It is also used 
for the Jeviatban of Job xli. 1 :—see the note 
on Isai. xxvii. 1, and also Note B at the end of 
this chapter. In vv. 9, 13-16 we find the 
names Satan and Devil, the Hebrew and Greek 
names; also Serpent and Dragon —the names 
Serpent and Dragon being interchanged in vv. 
13,15. Weare thus referred to Gen. iii. r. 
Isai. xxvii. 1 supplies the source, and explains 
the appropriateness of this symbol ; for * Levia- 
than" (*the Dragon" in the LXX) is there 
the symbol of Babylon, the power hostile to 
the people of God. So in Ezek. xxix. 3, the 
* Dragon" (LXX.; Heb., tannim, or tannin) 
is the emblem of Pharaoh, King of Egypt 
(doubtless the crocodile is referred to—see 
the note on Ezek. xxix. 3); and Egypt was 
ever the bitter enemy of the elder Church. 
This reference to Pharaoh illustrates that title 
of Satan which is found only in St. John, 
* Prince of this world” (John xii. 31; xiv. 
30; xvi 11). Observe, “the Dragon” is not 
the emblem of Satan generally, but of Satan 
in the particular relation of “ Prince of this 
world.” 

Mr. Maurice notes: During the 1260 
days—the three or four years at the end of 
which Jerusalem fell—Rome was passing 
through a death-struggle: and this crisis sig- 
nified the struggle “whether humanity shall 
have its true and righteous King, or whether 
another power shall rule over it, and receive 
its homage. ‘That power is represented as a 
bloody Dragon ” (p. 213). 

seven beads and ten horns,| On the numbers 
seven and ten, see on ch. xiii. 1. As to the 
import of this symbolism we must compare ch, 
xiii. and ch. xvii. ‘The questions, as to how 
the “ Ten Horns” are to be divided among the 
“ Seven Heads ”—each of which bears a royal 
Diadem (see Note D on ch. ii. 10), and what 
the proper meaning or reference of these Heads, 
Horns, and Diadems is, are not to be answered 

_from ch. xii.alone. Satan, as the source of 
universal hostility to God, now appears in a 
form similar to that of the Beast—the Anti- 
christ of the Christian era (see ch. xiii. x ; xvii. 
3). Of this St. John gives the explanation in 
ch. xvii. 9-12. The “Ten Horns” are taken 
from the description of the fourth beast of 
Daniel (vii. 7, 20). De Wette suggests that 
the “Seven Heads” are a symbol of wisdom, 
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[v4 


of the stars of heaven, and did cast 
them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was 


— 





and the “Ten Horns" a symbol of power,— 
the numbers seven and ten being the well- 
known symbolic numbers, and having here no 
more definite meaning than the number ‘‘one- 
third” in ver. 4. Similarly Stern (s. 305) 
regards the “Seven Heads” as types of the 
wisdom of the idolatrous powers of the 
world. Without any definite reference Beda 
explains: “ Diabolus potentia terreni regni 
armatur. In septem capitibus omnes reges 
suos, et in decem cornibus omne regnum 
dicit." 

The “Seven Heads," writes Auberlen, are 
a caricature of the Seven Spirits of God (ch, 
i, 43 lil. 151v. 5; v. 6); while the *Tez Horns” 
represent the World-element (p. 267). See 
Introd. § 11, (a). 


and upon his heads seven diadems. | 
The “diadem” (a word found in the N. T. 
only here, in ch. xiii. 1, and in ch. xix. 12) 
is the symbol of royalty—see, above, the title 
“Prince of this world.” Inaccordance with 
this title the * Seven Heads," with their dia- 
dems, signify universality of earthly dominion. 

The Dragon has Seven diadems on his 
Heads; the Beast in ch. xiii. 1 has Ten 
diadems on his Horzs, and in ch. xvii. 3 has no 
diadems. ‘There is no ground in the text for - 
any opinion as to the relation of the “ Ten 
Horns” to the “ Seven Heads”: and in a 
symbolical description of this nature it is 
generally as profitless to attempt an explana- 
tion in words, as it is tasteless to represent 
pictorially (as Alcasar, Bengel, Züllig, Elliott, 
and others have done) the form of the Apo- 
calyptic emblems. In the present case, how- 
ever, the whole question of interpretation is 
involved. Thus Vitringa (p. 523), distin- 
guishing the symbolism here from that in ch. 
xiii. 1, and understanding by “ the Dragon” the 
persecuting Roman Empire on the eve of 
the accession of Constantine,—under the sway 
of Diocletian, Maximian, Galerius, Constantius 
Chlorus, Maximin, Severus, and Maxentius,— 
argues that the middle and greatest Head 
(viz. Diocletian) bears the “ Ten Horns,” i.e., 
rules over ten provinces. Bengel, Hengst., 
Ebrard, &c. infer (see on ch. xiii. 1) that 
the “Ten Horns" are borne by the seventh 
Head ;—De Wette and Züllig, think that four 
of the Heads have each one Horn, and each 
of the remaining three żwo Horns;—while 
Düsterd. concludes that, if St. John had 
any definite intuition here, he may have given 
one Horn to each Head, and placed the re- 
maining three Horns between the fifth and 
sixth Heads: see on ch. xvii. ro. 

Ebrard notes that because “ the Dragon” is 


v. 5.] 


ready to be delivered, for to devour 
her child as soon as it was born. 
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5 And she brought forth a man 


child, who was to rule all nations 








*the Prince of this world," he bears as his 
Heads and Horns the Seven successive 
‘W orld-monarchies, and the last Ten contem- 
porary kingdoms ; while according to Renan 
we here regard “Satan under the features of 
the most powerful of his incarnations, the 
Roman Empire” (p. 407). Mede also regards 
“the Dragon" as the symbol of the heathen 
Roman Empire. Perhaps the earliest attempt 
to explain the ** Seven Heads" as symbolizing 
the Seven World-kingdoms is that of St. 
Hippolytus in his commentary on the Apoca- 
lypse, some portions of which have been re- 
covered in an Arabic manuscript described by 
Ewald. Of this some account is given in 
Note C at the end of this chapter. 

The Horns are the symbols of power (see 
on ch. v. 6); and the numbers seven and ten 
signify completeness and extensive authority. 
See on ch. xiii. x as to the characteristics here 
described, which, as belonging to his chief 
representative and instrument, Satan now 
assumes; and compare Note C on ch. xi. 7. 


4. draweth the third part of the stars of 
heaven,| The present tense here points to 
the work which the spirit of evil is always 
doing in the Church. “The Dragon” like the 
“ Woman” isin heaven, but the “stars of beaven” 
here are not those of her crown, I. Williams 
observes that as this particular is mentioned 
before the persecution of the “ Man Child,” it 
must contain some earlier reference; and he 
suggests (as Andr., Arethas, Victorinus, &c., 
had done) that the reference may be to the 
angels (see Jude 6) whom Satan drew down 
with himself to perdition. To the same effect 
Burger ;—who explains that “the Dragon” 
has subjected to himself, by means of these 
fallen spirits, this world and its kingdoms, and 
is thus able to use the words of Luke iv. 6. 
De Wette, Ewald, Bleek, understand some 
violence exercised on God's kingdom of 
light. 

The “third part” seems to have the same 
meaning as under the Trumpets—see on ch. 
viii. 7. Mede accordingly explains these words 
to signify that the Roman Empire (see on 
ver. 3) has reduced to subjection “ the third 
part” of the princes and dynasties of the 
world (p. 459). 1 

On a different principle Elliott concludes 
that by the edict of Milan, A.D. 313, the 
Church gained toleration in Europe and 
Africa: in Asia, however, she was still per- 
secuted—the Pagan Roman power being now 
reduced to one-third of its former extent. And 
thus the Dragon’s tail drew down only a third 
part of the stars of the political heaven. 

Vitringa, Bengel, and others understand 
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here the persecution of the pastors of the 
Church ;—Hengst. the overthrow of earthly 
rulers, as in Dan. viii. 10;—Stern the seduc- 
tion by Satan of professing Christians who 
had once held high place in the Church. 

Reuss notes that the Dragon's tail quench- 
ing the lights of heaven is the symbolical form 
of expressing the notion of the Prince of 
darkness. 


and did cast them to the earth:| ‘The sym- 
bolism here is plainly taken from Dan. viii. 
Io; asthe “Ten Horns” are borrowed from 
Dan. vii. 7. Alf sees in this description an 
emblem of *the magnitude and fury of the 
Dragon;"— Stuart merely a token of his 
power ;—Ebrard notes that * zbe Dragon" isa 
power in heaven and on earth; this, he adds, 
agrees with his seduction of the angels. 


and the dragon stood before the woman] 
Or, standeth, Pliny (H. N., viii. 3) states 
that unlike other serpents, the dragon * celsus 
et erectus in medio incedit.” 


which was about fo be delivered, that 
when shewas delivered, he might devour 
her child.] Words. notes: * His design is 
like those of his . . . instruments, Pharaoh in 
Egypt, and Herod in Jewry; the former 
against the male children of Israel who were 
to be cast into the river Nile (Ex. i. 22), the 
other seeking to destroy the Man Child, 
Christ Jesus” (Matt. ii. 13). 


b. And she was delivered of a son, a 
man child (See ww. I). Gr. “a son, a 
male" (rékvov being understood)—if indeed 
we should not read here, in place of the neuter, 
the masculine (dpaev') as in ver. 13. Düsterd. 
refers to Jer. xx. 15 (Hebr.), and explains the 
form by the design of the Seer to draw atten- 
tion to the sex of the Child. Beda thought 
that the design was to designate the Child as 
conqueror of “ the Dragon” (* victorem diaboli 
qui foeminam vicerat "). Bengel, Hengst., and 
others, adducing Isai. lxvi. 7, see a reference, 
in the emphasis thus given, to the words 
which immediately follow. Bisping compares 
Gen. iv. 1; where Eve, when she ** bare Cain,” 
supposed that she “had gotten a man [wy] 
from the Lord "—* a Man Ghild” who was 
to bruise the Serpent's head. 


who is to rule] Gr. “to tend as a 
shepherd.” See Ps. i. 9 (LXX.), and the 
note on ch. ii. 27. 


all the nations with a rod of iron:] 
The reference to Christ, in ch. xix. 15, of 
these words from the Messianic Psalm, proves 
that what in Isai. Ixvi. 7 was, primarily, but a 
personification has at length found its prc- 
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with a rod of iron: and her child 
was caught up unto God, and 7o his 
throne. 
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[v. 6. 


6 And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should 








found realization in ^the man Christ Jesus," 
in and by Whom alone can the Church bring 
forth her children. As in Gen. iii. the Seed 
of the woman and the seed of the Serpent, so 
in the Apoc.the Son of Man and the Beast 
are parallel antitheses. ^ At first sight," notes 
Words., “ these words appear applicable only 
to Christ ;” but what is true primarily of Him 
is transferred to the members of His body. 
What St. Paul says of himself (Gal. iv. 19) 
is true of the Church which ‘travails in birth 
again until Christ be formed’ in her children. 
What Ps. ii. 9 foretells of Christ, He himself 
applies to his faithful ones in ch. ii. 26, 27. And 
thus Christ Himself has interpreted the 
present Vision:— * The rod of iron, is the 
Holy Scripture, and by it the male children, 
the masculine spirits of Christ’s Church rule 
the Nations, and overcome the World "— see 
ch. iii. 21. In opposition to this view, Alf, 
following Düsterd., writes: “ The Man Child 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, and none other.” 
Alf. rejects one half of the interpretation; 
while Ribera and Stern (s. 307), with equal 
certainty, reject the other half: “ Chapter xii. 
5, cannot be referred to Christ” ("nicht 
auf Christum bezogen werden dürfe"), 
hecause, after His Ascension he needed no 
more to be rescued from Satan whom He has 
conquered by his death and Cross; and Stern 
refers the whole passage to the newly con- 
verted, to those who are “ born again” in the 
persecution of Antichrist:—so Bisping also, 
as quoted above. According to Renan the 
* Woman” is Israel, and the * Man Child” the 
Messianic ideal (Micah iv. 10). For Auber- 
len's explanation see Note A at the end of this 
chapter. 


and ber child was caught up| Because 
this phrase “caught up” is not used else- 
where of the Ascension, Burger refuses to 
see in this passage a reference to “the birth 
of the Lord in Bethlehem.” In ch. vil. 9-14, 
he adds, the conquerors of “the Dragon” stand 
before the throne ; and so here “ the Woman” 
—the Church of Christ—is not destroyed, 
but her “men children” the conquerors of 
“the Dragon” are removed from the evil of 
earth by death, and “caught up” to the 
throne of God, and to the Lamb. 

According to Sir I. Newton, after Constan- 
tine’s victory over Maxentius (A.D, 312) the 
Church brought forth “a Man Child”—a 
Christian Empire, which (A.D. 323) by the 
victory over Licinius was “ caught up unto 
God” (I. c., p. 466). 


unto God, and unto bis throne.) (See vv. 


ll). As in ch. xi. 12, where the Ascension is 
referred to, so here the primary sense is the 
session of Christ at the right hand of God: 
* Christ our King and Priest ‘has made us 
Kings and Priests to God.’ By His Ascension 

into heaven we are even made ‘to sit together 
with Him in heavenly places’ (Eph. 1. 20; 
ii. 6), and our ‘citizenship is in heaven '— 
Phil. iii. 20” (Words.). The interpretation 
that from the first the Church, always in pain, 
is bringing forth Christ in His members, while 
«tbe Dragon" is always seeking to devour 
the new birth—Alford does not notice. He 

merely opposes to his own literal application 

to our Lord (and he pronounces every inter- 

pretation which oversteps this measure to be 

* convicted of error") the opinion of Elliott 

that the words are fulfilled by the “ mighty 

issue of the consummated birth of a son of the 

Church, a baptized Emperor, to political supre- 

macy in the Roman Empire, . . . united with 

the solemn public profession of the divinity 

of the Son of Man” (vol. iii. p.24). Elliott 

indeed, merely follows Mede, who sees in the 

words a prediction of the triumph of Chris- 

tianity in the Roman Empire; not only its 

spiritual triumph, but also the victories of 
Constantine and Theodosius over the enemies 

of the Church: and so, for the most part, 

Brightman, Vitr. Bishop Newton, &c. Ac- 

cording to De Burgh the words are “simply 

intended to convey the entire failure of Satan 

to prevent the kingdom of Christ ;” though 

that kingdom be delayed during the Woman's 

flight to the wilderness (p. 236). “The pro- 

phecy,” writes Todd, “presents difficulties 

which I know not how to solve” (p. 243). 


6. And the woman fled] It is generally 
allowed that this verse is interposed here in 
anticipation of ver. 14. The further hostility of 
* the Dragon” to the “Child” (ver. 7, &c.) can- 
not be detailed until the fate of the “ Woman” 
has been recorded. Her flight (ver. x4) follows 
the victory of the Archangel, when ‘‘the 
Dragon,” discomfited in his attack upon Christ, 
turns against her (ver. 13). In ch. xiii. are 
set forth the means which he employs for the 
purpose of uprooting the Christian faith. 

Hengst. and Auberlen regard the flight of 
the Virgin Mary and the child Jesus through 
the wilderness to Egypt (Matt. ii. 13) as a 
type of the flight of the ideal mother of Jesus 
here and in ver. 14. 


into tbe wilderness,| T.e., to the scene of 
her temptation, as it was of Christ's ;—to the 
place of her conflict “ prepared of God,” and 
“aubere she is nourished” (ver. 14). The 


wire] 


feed her there a thousand two hun- 
dred and threescore days. 
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7 And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels fought against 





“ Woman” has no city on earth, because she 
seeks the City which is to come (Heb. xiii. 
14)—she has only a place in the wilderness. 
See Deut. viii. 2-5 ; Hos. ii. 14—texts which 
recall the flight of the ancient Church when 
persecuted by “ the Dragon” through Pharaoh. 

Déllinger refers to the days of Antiochus 
when tbe faithful fled from Jerusalem, 
1 Macc. ii. 29. 


where she hath a place prepared of God,] 
(See vv. I). Gr. “where she hath there;” 
the “relative adverb” (kei) is redundant, as 
occurs in relative sentences: see the note on 
ch. vi. 4, and cf. below ver. 14. On the prep. 
(dz) see ch. ix. 18. 

The Harlot is afterwards found in a wil- 
derness (ch. xvii. 3), but not in “a place 
prepared of God.” 

The “place prepared of God” in “the 
wilderness” corresponds, according to Burger, 
to the land of Canaan; and to this land of 
its fathers converted Israel is to return 
shortly before the great ascendancy of Anti- 
christ :—see on ch. xi. 2. 


that there they may nourish her] 
(N and C read the indic, after tva). The subject 
of the verb is indefinite ; the passive is used in 
ver. 14 :—see Auberlen’s remark on the third 
person plural, quoted on ch. x. rr. 

Compare Mark i. r3 — “The Angels 
ministered unto Him." 

a thousand two hundred and threescore days.] 
See ver. 14, and the remarks on ch. xi. 2, 3 
where the same, or an equivalent space of 
time, is referred to; see also Note B on ch. 
xi 2. This period of the woman's sojourn in 
* the wilderness” (1260 days = the 34 years or 
“times” of ver. 14) represents in the Apoc., 
according to Daniel’s predictions, the duration 
of the conflict between the world and the 
Church,—“ the time of the World-power, 
in which the earthly kingdoms rule over the 
heavenly" (Auberlen, p. 252),—the broken 
week of Dan. ix. 27. This period, we have 
seen, is described symbolically in ch. xi. 2, 
as that during which “the Holy City" is 
trodden down by the Gentiles. The * wih- 
derness" is in prophetic language the type of 
Israel's exile (see Isai. xli. 17-19; Jer. ii. 2; 
Ezek. xx. 13; Hos. ii. 14-15). ‘The Child 
being * caught up unto God” and the flight of 
the Woman—the Ascension of Christ and 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus—are 
parallel events; and this period of 1260 days 
embraces the whole duration of the Church's 
exile, from the date of that destruction to the 
End of all things. Ebrard understands here 
(see on ver, 1) that the “ Woman,” being the 


representative of Israel * gua the object of the 
promises," must be preserved; and accord- 
ingly that Israel is not extirpated by the 
fourth ` World-power, the Roman Empire, 
but preserved by God in its national separa- 
tion from other peoples (s. 363). Bisping, 
as above, refers to converted Israel, but 
* during the last anti-Christian persecution, 
... during the whole of the last world-week ” 
(see on ch. ix. 12 ; xi. 2). 

Cocceius, Vitr., Benge] understand by z/e 
Jight the passage of Christianity from the 
Jews to the Gentiles; and so Auberlen (p. 
247),—“ Whither does the Woman fly after 
Christ's Ascension? Undoubtedly from the 
Jews to the heathen.” Hence it is said in 
ver. 5 of “the Man Child” that He is to 
rule the heathen with an iron sceptre. “The 
wilderness” and the land of the heathen mean 
the same thing: there the demons, rulers and 
princes of the heathen world, dwell (Isai. 
xxxiv. 14; Matt. xii. 43; Mark i. 13). See 
especially Isai. xxi. 1-10, “ The burden of the 
desert of the sea,"—the burden of Babylon,— 
of which passage ver. 9 is quoted in Rev. xiv. 
8; and in Rev. xviii. 2. The flight of the 
“ Woman” into “ the wilderness” is thus the 
passage of the Gospel to the Gentiles, as 
announced in Matt. viii. rir, 12; xxi. 43; 
Acts xiii. 46, 47 ; xxviii. 28. 

According to Sir I. Newton (;5i4.) the 
* Woman,” by the division of the Roman Em- 
pire into the Greek and Latin Empires, fled 
from the “ First Temple” (see on ch. xi. 2) 
into “the wilderness,” or spiritually barren 
Empire of the Latins, where she is found 
afterwards sitting upon the Beast (ch. xvii.). 

Züllig, arguing that all here is historical 
(which he infers from the use of the present 
in ver. 14), refers to the early persecutions 
such as that of Saul (Acts viii. 3), and the 
escape of the Christians.to Lydian Asia ;— 
Herder and Ewald refer to the flight of the 
Christians from Jerusalem to Pella ;—R enan, 
too, on the theorv that the Apoc. was written 
at the end of A.D. 68, or beginning of A.D. 69, 
considers that vv. 6, 13-17, prove decisively 
(“ce qui est décisif") that the flight to 
Pella (Matt. xxiv. 15; Eus. ili. 5; Epiphan. 
De Mens. et Pond., 15) had already taken place, 
and therefore must have occurred in the early 
part of A.D. 68 (/.c., p. 296). 


THE WAR IN HEAVEN (7-12). 


7. And there was war in heaven:| The de- 
scription here is in the strictest sense symbo- 
lical; the imagery and action being founded 
on other statements of Scripture. The primary 
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the dragon; and the dragon fought 
and his angels, 





object of the present Vision is to foreshadow 
the conflict and the triumph of the Christian 
Church: and, in order to indicate at the 
same time how the Church of the elder and the 
Church of the later Covenant are but one, the 
description is founded on the historical events 
of the past, and is expressed in the language of 
earlier prophecy. St. John, as Bishop Words- 
worth notes, “now reverts to an earlier period, 
in order to recite the antecedent history of the 
Dragon, and to explain the circumstances 
under which he was led on to persecute the 
Woman; and he traces that history till it is 
brought down, in ver. 14, to the same point 
as in ver. 6,namely,to the escape of the Woman 
in the wilderness.” The old conflict of Satan 
with the powers of heaven was renewed at the 
Incarnation, and with the same result; and 
now, in language reflecting the past, the victory 
of the Cross is the theme. “The passage 
Rev. xit, 7-11 is referred,” writes Archbishop 
Trench (Studies in tbe Gospels, p. 229), “ by all 
good expositors to that destroying of the works 
of the devil which was the consequence of the 
triumphant life, and death, and Ascension of 
the Son of God. There is described in its full 
consummation that which the Lord, (St. Luke 
x. 18) with prophetic eye, has already beheld.” 
To these words of the Lord, “I beheld Satan 
as lightning fall from heaven," may be added 
John xii. 31: * Now shall the Prince of this 
world be cast out.” Here (as in ver. 3), “the 
Dragon" is seen in heaven ; and we read to the 
same effect in Job i., ii.; Zech. iii. That Satan 
and his angels are now represented as being 
“in heaven,” Stuart explains by the notion of 
the Jews that evil spirits inhabit the air,—Eph. 
ii. 2; vi. 2. “The dominion of Satan,” writes 
Godet (J. c., p. 358), “over the mind of the 
nations by the fascination of idolatry is a 
phenomenon which results from the elevated 
position which still, at the present day, he 
occupies in the supersensible domain, ‘in the 
heavenly places’ (Eph. vi. 12):” and Godet 
regards St. Luke x. 18 as being “the text 
of the Vision in ch. xii. of the Apocalypse.” 
Auberlen makes the event here described 
“the turning-point in the history of the 
Prince and the Kingdom of darkness” :—That 
history has four periods, (1) To the first 
coming of Christ; (2) From Christ to the 
beginning of the Millennium ; (3) The Mil- 
lennium itself; (4) Satan is judged. He also 
sees three stages in the personal conflict of 
Christ and Satan—(1) The "Temptation ; 
(2) The casting out of devils (Luke x. 18); 
(3) The triumph of the Resurrection and 
Ascension (cf. Luke xxii. 53)—pp. 253-257- 
The“ war in heaven,’ with Ebrard, comes 
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8 And prevailed not ; neither was 
their place found any more in heaven. 


after the 1260 days of ver. 6:—Satan, per- 
mitted to accuse Israel during the 1260 days, 
is cast out (vv. 9, 10); and, for so long, the 
promises to Israel are not fulfilled: at the 
end of the days he is conquered by Israel's 
guardian Angel, Michael (Dan. x. 13, 21; Xi 
1), and Israel is by this victory reconciled 
(Zech. ii). To the same effect De Burgh 
«I take this war in heaven to be literal," 
p. 236); and so Stern, who sees here a pre- 
diction that Satan will once more collect his 
powers before Christ's Second Advent:—he 
suggests too that Satan's presence in heaven 
foreshows a daring attempt to annihilate the 
Church in glory. Eichhorn, Herder, Stuart, 
De Wette, in like manner, suggest that “the 
Dragon" had pursued the “ Child” even to 
God's throne, and that this was the cause of 
the war. For these assumptions the context 
gives no ground. 

'The war in heaven and the victory signify, 
notes Mr. Maurice (p. 222), that the “ Man 
Child” presented men to God as redeemed 
and justified. 

Michael] On this name see the note on 
Dan. x. 13. Michael is styled “the Arch- 
angel" in Jude 9. He is not to be identified 
with the “Child” (ver. 5), ie. with Christ,. 
as Vitr. and Hengst. allege, any more than 
the other chief Angels in this Book. As 
Gabriel (“the man of God”) represents the 
ministry of Angels towards men (Dan. viii. 16 ; 
Luke i. 19, 26), so Michael is the type of their 
strife with Satan, and especially maintains the 
cause of Israel (Dan. x. 13, 21; Xii. I; 
Jude 9)—as of old the cause of Israel after 
the flesh, so now of the true Israel, the 
Church. 

Words. compares the meaning of the word 
Michael (4 Who is like unto God? ") with 
the words “ Who is like unto the Beast?” ch. 
xiii. 4. 

and bis angels [going forth] to war with 
the dragon;| See vv. ll—a constr. which is 
without a parallel in the New Test. or the 
LXX., no verb expressing a design preceding 
the infin. Words. supplies “go forth,” that — 
is, “to fight with;’—I. Williams translates 
“were to fight with;”—Alf., in his com- 
mentary, simply “to fight with,” and, in his 
revised translation, “fighting with.” De 
Wette adheres to the Textus Receptus :—see 
Note D at the end of this chapter. 


and tbe dragon warred, amd bis angels ;] 
I. Williams explains vv. 7-12 as a parenthe- 
tic introduction,—^ as the Epinikion or victo- 
rious Hymn of the Martyrs,"—as opening the - 
eyes to the mountain filled with the armies of 
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9 And the great dragon was cast 
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world: he was cast out into the 





heaven (2 Kings vi. 17): “ As the foregoing 
account had gone back to the Incarnation, and 
took the analogy from the earlier fall of Satan, 
So is this expressed in words that might relate 
to the same" (p. 226). 

Elliott sees here the conflict between pagan- 
ism and Christianity in * the heaven? to which 
the Christian body politic is exalted :—a war 
between *the Captain of the Lord's host" 
and the apostate Emperor Licinius. Sir I. 
Newton's conclusion is to the same effect. 

The comment of Réville (7. c., p. 87) is, 
“The Devil, before being conquered in our 
world, must first be conquered in the heavenly 
world. Singular parallel to the Platonic theory 
of ideas !” 


8. And they prevailed not:| See Jude 6, 
where we find another reference to the facts 
on which the symbolism here is founded. 


not even was their place found any 
more in heaven.| See vv. //.,—the true read- 
ing (ovdé), “not even,” presents a climax: 
“The Dragon and his angels not only 
failed to conquer, but they could not even 
maintain their place in heaven.” The power 
of Satan is now broken, and ver. 11 tells 
by what means. Hofmann, Auberlen, Ebrard 
interpret that “until the Ascension of 
Christ, the demons were in heaven like the 
other Angels" ‘This notion is based on the 
words “any more” in this verse; and re- 
ference is also made to Job 1. 6; ii. 1; while 
both in 1 Kings xxii. 19722, and Zech. iii. 1, 2, 
Satan is represented, as in ver. ro, as “the 
Accuser” Ebrard further -holds that Satan 
remains “iz heaven” even after the Ascen- 
sion, until the end of the 1260 days—ie., 
until the end of the world. 

Burger rejects all reference to the past— 
either to the fall of the Angels, or to what is 
meant in John xii. 31; Luke x. 18: Satan’s 
enmity to Israelis intended, which comes to an 
end when Israel is hereafter converted, and 
Michael, Israels guardian Angel, has over- 
come its Accuser. 

Paganism, notes Elliott, met with its third 
and final defeat A.D. 324. 


9. And tbe great dragon was cast down,] 
Compare ch. xx. 2 ; and also the reference to 
this passage by Papias, quoted in Introd., $ 2, 
No. (3). Bishop Lightfoot points out that 
Arethas and Anastasius of Sinai illustrate the 
fact here referred to by Ezek. xxvii. 16,— 
Contemp. Rev., Oct. 1875, p. 845. 


the old serpent Cf. Gen. iii; 2 Cor. xi. 
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earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 

Io And I heard a loud voice say- 
ing in heaven, Now is come salvation, 


3; and the words “ from the beginning,” John 
vill. 44. 

he that is culled the Devil] See on ch. 
ii. 10; and cf. ch. xx. 2, 10, for the absence and 
for the presence of the article which is absent 
here. 

and Satan,| See ch. ii.9; John xiii. 27—in 
Hebreo-Aramaic, “the Adversary:” it is 
usually rendered by the LXX. “the Devil,” 
e.g. Job i. 6; to which titles is further added 
here— 


the deceiver of the whole world;] Cf. 
ch. xx. 3, 8, 10. The Dragon appears now 
as the animating principle of the ungodly 
power of the world. 


he was cast down] Cf Isai. xiv. 12; 
Luke x. 17, 18—Babylon, the symbol of the 
evil World-power, being the subject of the 
former text, and the victory of Christ’s minis- 
ters over the power of spiritual malignity being 
the subject of the latter. 


to the earth, and his angels were cast down 
with bim.| The being cast down from heaven 
to earth naturally denotes, under the figure of 
his original expulsion from heaven, the down- 
fall of Satan’s power :—see John xii. 31 ; x John 
iii. 8. The words of St. Paul in Col. it. 15 
are the key to the meaning of this verse. 

The sea, Auberlen observes (p. 245), “is the 
mighty, troubled ocean of nations (ch. xvii. 
15)" “The earth means the consolidated, 
ordered world of nations ; with their civiliza- 
tion and learning; they produce the False 
Prophet" (ch. xiii. 11). Sez.and Earth both 
stand opposed to heaven (ver. 12). 

Elliott quotes the words of Constantine say- 
ing that he regarded Licinius as * the Dragon” 
deposed by God (Vita Constant., ii. 465 lil. 3). 

10. And I bearda great voice in heaven 
saying,] See vv. /L; cf. ch. xi. 12, 15. The 
heavenly host celebrate the triumph of the 
Cross (see on ver. 17):—the speaker, as else- 
where (cf. ch. x. 4), is not specified. The 
voice describes the import of what the Seer 
has just written—the victory of believers over 
the enemies of Christ's kingdom (vv. 10, 11); 
and denounces woe to the earth and the sea. 

The “great voice,” notes Reuss, according 
to the usage of this Book, signifies the voice 
of Angels; who now call men persecuted by 
Satan “ brethren,” and thus add to the consola- 
tion proclaimed in this heavenly song. The 
voice proceeds, notes Ewald, neither from the 
Angels, nor from the Twenty-four Elders 
(ch. xi. 16), but, as the term “ brethren,” proves, 
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and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ : 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our 
God day and. night. 

rir And they overcame him by the 





from the glorified Martyrs of ch. vi. 9-11; 
xix. I-3. As the song here harmonizes with, 
and, as it were, completes that in ch. xi. 16— 
18, Hengst. refers the voice to “the saints of 
the Old Test.” Ebrard considers it to come 
from all the Israelites converted down to the 
end of the 1260 days; or else those converted 
from all nations, as in ch. vii. 9. 


Now is come] Or, Now is the salvation 
... become our God's] The verb in the 
2orist is joined to 4 particle of present time :— 
in English this is represented by the perfect. 


the salvation, and the power, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority of 
His Cbrist:] “The Dragon” having been cast 
down, “ the salvation of God” (in the specifi- 
cally Christian sense, Luke iii. 6), His power, 
&c., have come. De Wette, combining what 
is said in ch. vii. ro, and in ch. xix. r, explains, 
* pow it is seen that salvation is of God." 


for the accuser] See Note E on the form, 
“ Katzgor, given in the Cod. Alex. Cf the 
titles “Satan,” “the Devil,” “Serpent,” “ the 
Deceiver ” (ver. 9; ch. xx. 2, 3). 

is cast down,] See vv. ll. :—the verb is 
the same as in ver. 9. 


which accuseth them] ‘The Present 
expresses the habitual character. Auberlen 
(pp. 255-257) takes the participle here to be 
an Znperfect—which accused them; and 
he explains that Satan can no longer accuse 
men before God, because men are brethren 
of Christ, and, in Him, of the Angels. Christ, 
our “Advocate” in heaven, overcomes our 
“ accuser.” 

According to Burger, Satan continues to 
the end “the accuser” of the apostate and 
perverse, although he can do no more to 
injure converted Israel: he is not cast out of 
God's Creation until ch. xx. 1o. 


11. overcame bim] See on ch. ii. 7 for this 
verb; and as to this expression of victory (the 
verb having az object) cf. 1 John ii. 13, 14. 
'The victory is celebrated as past and over, the 
speaker being transported, as it were, to the 
End of all things—hence the aorist twice in 
this verse: see on ver. 17. The victors are, 
not the combatants of ver. 7, but the accused 
of ver. 10.. Note here, in the middle of the 
Book, the mention once more of those who 
* overcome :” the verb occurs again in ch. xxi. 7. 


. because of the blood of tbe Lamb,| Notas 
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blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death. 

I2 'lherefore rejoice, ye heavens, 
and ye that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the 





the means, but as the ground or cause. As to 
the prep. (4) with the accus., cf. ch. i. 9; vi. 
9; John vi. 57 ; and see on ch. iv. 11. Winer 
however prefers the former sense, referring to 
ch. vii. 14 (S. 356). 


and because of the word of their testimony ;] 
I.e., because they have borne faithful testimony 
—see on ch. i 9; vi. 9; their “word,” like 
* the blood of the Lamb," being the objective 
ground of their victory. 


and they loved not their life even unto 
death.] Ze., disregarded their life (Wvy7y). 
The rendering of A.V., “unto tbe deatb,"— 
there being no art. in the Greek,—has come 
down to us from Tyndale, 1534: in Acts 
xxii. 4 this phrase has come down to us from 
Wiclif, 1380; see Bishop Chas. Wordsworth, 
Shakspeare and the Bible, p. 10 (cf. ch. ii. 
ro) In John xii. 25 the verb ($:Aéo) denotes 
the love springing from natural inclination (cf. 
John xxi. 17); the verb used here (åyaráo), 
rather signifies love as the direction of the wil, 
in the sense of John iii. 19; xii. 43a sense” 
predominant with “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved” (John xiii. 23; see also 1 John ii. 15). 

'This verse, as the conclusion of ver. ro, 
commemorates by anticipation the victory of 
believers, throughout successive generations, 
over * the Dragon ”—a victory founded on the 
heavenly triumph over him: see ver. 12. 


12. Therefore rejoice, © heavens,] See 
vo. ll. 


and ye that dwellinthem.| Gr." have your 
tabernacle zz them:”—-see ch. xiii. 6, where 
this phrase is repeated; cf. also ch. vii. 15; 
xxi 3. (The reference to “ the inbabiters of 
the earth ”—see below, and on ch. iii. 10; vi. 
r0—is to be omitted). These words refer to 
those whose actual abode is iz heaven, and 
who there enjoy a rest troubled by neither 
“avoe ? nor conflict; but Hengst. refers them 
to the members of the Church oz earth who, 
asthe Old Test. expresses it, dwell spiritually 
in God's tabernacle. Auberlen also refers the 
words to the members of Christ on earth, as 
included among the iuhabitants of heaven,— 
1 Cor. xv. 48 ; Phil. iii. 20. 


Woe for the earth and for the sea:] 
Omit * to the inbabiters of"—see vv. ll. (For 
the constr. cf. ch. viii. 13). In vv. 1-5 Satan 
has attempted in “ heaven” to frustrate Christ 
by opposing his Incarnation; he now transfers 


v. 13—14. | 


sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, be- 
cause he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time. 

I3 And when the dragon saw that 
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he was cast unto the earth, he per- 
secuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child. 

I4 And to the woman were given 
two wings of a great eagle, that she 
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his opposition to “the earth and the sea;’ 
and, these three regions being exhausted, the 
fourth, tHe Abyss, alone remains—ch. xvii. 8; 
see on ch. xi. 7. Hengstenberg understands 
by “the sea,” the restless world (see ch. 
xvii.r5). Vitr. interprets “the earth” to mean 
the Roman Empire; “ the sea” the barbarous 
‘nations. Auberlen explains, “ Woe to them 
who still belong to the world, and trust to 
its power and culture?—see on ver. 9. 

Many expositors look upon these words as 
the infliction of the * Third Woe,” ch. xi. 14, 
—e.g. Bengel, who makes “ the earth and the 
sea” to signify Asia and Europe. 


because the devil is gone down unto 
you] Not the passive, “was cast down” 
(ver. 9), denoting an involuntary fall; but the 
active, denoting the voluntary efforts of Satan. 

having great wrath,| Kindled anewas the 
consequence of ver. 8: see x Pet. v. 8. He 
is still, writes Auberlen, as he was before, god 
of this world (2 Cor. iv. 4) ;—cf. Matt. xiii. 
25, 39; Eph. vi. rr. 
. knowing that be hath but a short time | 
Not the word rendered by A. V. “season” 
(chronos) in ch. xx. 3, but kairos :—see on CHI, 
and cf. ch. xvii. ro. "Wordsworth aptly quotes 
Matt. viii. 29. Ebrard refers to ch. xi. 11, 
identifying the “short time” here with the 32 
days of Antichrist after the close of the 1260 
days of ver. 6,—i.e., the 3$ years or times of 
ver. 14. Bengel assumes that the “short 
time” is not much longer than the “time, 
times, and half a time” of ver. 14, and there- 
fore=four times “æ time” (or 4 X 222$ 
years), and therefore = 8885 years; thus 
making the duration of the “ Third Woe” (see 
above) extend from A.D. 947 to A.D. 1836, or 


the date of the Millennium: see on ch. xi. 14; . 


and Introd., $ 11 (b), IV. Bengel regards this 
casting down to the earth as the second stage 
in Satan's punishment (see for the third and 
fourth, ch. xx. 2, 10); in the frst stage Satan 
had lost his principality :—cf. John xii. 31. 

The just inference surely is that the short- 
ness of the “time” allowed for Satan's Anti- 
christian work is founded simply on the prin- 
ciple which pervades the Apocalypse, that 
« the time is at hand "—that the Lord “ cometh 
quickly” (ch. i. 3 ; xxii. 20). 


Tue FLIGHT OF THE WOMAN (13-16). 


13. The narrative of vv. 4-6 is now re- 
sumed. 'The reason of the Woman's flight is 





here told, and the manner of her flight is de- 
scribed in ver. 14. 

that he was cast down to the earth,| The 
meaning is— The “ Dragon” seeing that he 
was without power to injure the “ Child” 
now proceeds to persecute the * Woman.” 


which brought forth tbe man [child .] See 
ver.5. Note the use of the re/ative, as in ch. 
Ty 24s UX. XIX SX 

Elliott explains that Christianity was now 
assailed by Arianism and the temptations to 
superstition. Ebrard (s. 405) considers that the 
* Dragon” makes two attacks upon the “ Wo- 
man" or converted Israel,—here, and in ver. 15. 
This, the first attack, he holds to be “ relatively 
identical with the ft Trumpet,” see on ch. 
ix. 2. At the end of the fve mystical months 
(ch. ix. 5)—i. e. the beginning of the 33 days of 
Antichrist—Satan finds Israel converted (ch. 
xii. 7-11), and then turns against her the plague 
hitherto directed against “the unsealed ” (ch. 
ix. 4): but now Israel is sealed, see ver. 14. 


14. And to the woman were given] Given 
by God, and for the purpose specified. 

the two wings] See vv. I. 

of the great eagle,| ‘This symbol, expres- 
sive of the flight of the Church, is taken from 
the language applied to the flight of Israel 
from Egypt (Ex. xix. 4; Deut. xxxii. 11, 12), 
and hence the definite article—“the great 
Eagle :" cf. Isai. xl. 31. '* 

Hengst. after Züllig, presses the language 
of Ex. xix. 4, and concludes that the Lord 
Himself is meant, “I (Jehovah) bare you on 
Eagles’ wings” (and so Words., who quotes 
Mal. iv. 2,—" the ‘Wings of Christ") Ebrard 
explains the article by referring to the Eagle 
of ch. viii. 13 which announced the “ Woes ;” 
thus fixing the flight in the time preceding 
the ffth and sixth Trumpets. The flight here 
is not, Ebrard argues, that which is described 
in ver. 6, and which was from the Dragon" who 
persecuted the “ Woman” in heaven ; here she 
flies from the “Dragon” who persecutes her oz 
earth. Yn order to draw this inference, Ebrard 
is compelled to understand the word heaven 
typically—the Woman's flight to the wilder- 
ness in beaven being a figure to express the 
dispersion of Israel on earth—and the earth 
literally (s. 369). 

Bishop Wordsworth takes “the two wings ” 
to be emblems of the Two Testaments ;—St. 
Hippolytus (“Ancolitus,” ap. Lagarde, /.c., 
p. 25) interprets the “wings” to be Hope (or 
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might fly into the wilderness, into 
her place, where she is nourished for 
a time, and times, and half a time, 
from the face of the serpent. 





Prayer) and Love, see Note C on ver. 3;— 
Ribera notes that the Church receives not “ the 
wings of a dove ? (Ps. lv. 6), but of an * Eagle,” 
because she flies not out of fear, but out of 
love to God, in order to soar to the Divine 
Sun;—Stuart sees here merely an image of 
rapid flight, St. John thus expressing what the 
Lord had said in Matt. xxiv. 16, &c. 

Mede (followed by Bengel and Auberlen) 
understands by the *«avings" the two divi- 
sions of the Roman Empire, and the protec- 
tion which the Eastern and Western Cæsars 
afforded to the Church ; and Auberlen refers 
to the “ great Eagle" of Ezek. xvii. 3, 7 where 
the Kings of Babylon and Egypt are thus 
designated, of whom the former again appears 
in Dan. vii. 4 with * Eagle's wings” (p. 260). 
Elliott points to the union of the “ zavo wings ” 
of the Roman Empire under Theodosius, 
and the help given to the Church during the 
eighteen years of his reign. 

As a “Futurist” De Burgh, who explains 
that the * Woman” is an emblem, interprets the 
wilderness /iterally as in Ezek. xx. 35-38—a 
passage which intimates that the former dis- 
cipline of Israel in the wilderness “ will be 
reacted precisely " (p. 242). 


into ber place,| See ver. 6—the “place 
prepared of God.” “Futurists” understand 
by this the place of refuge of converted Israel 
during the persecution of the second half of 
the last World-week. 

where she is nourished| Gr. “nourished 
there ;”—on the redundant “ there,” see ver. 6, 
and cf, ch. xvii. g. We have here another fea- 
ture of Israel's history—see Deut. viii. 3, 16. 

for a time, and times, and kalf a time,] 
For the word rendered * time,” as in ver. 12, 
see on ch.i. 3. This designation of the period 
known already as 1260 days, or 42 months 
(see ch. xi. 2, 3, and ch. xii. 6; see also 
Note B at the end of ch. xi.) is taken from 
Dan. vii. 25; xii. 7. This verse proves the 
identity of the 32 years, or mystic “ half- 
week "of Dan. ix. 27, with the 1260 days of 
ver. 6:—we may compare too the allusion 
to this mystic *half-week" by our Lord in 
Matt. xxiv. 15. There is no dual number in 
the Greek of the New Test., nor, regu- 
larly, in the Chaldee; and hence, both here 
and in Daniel (vii. 25; xii. 7, LXX), “two 
times” or “two years” is expressed simply 
by “ times ;"—see Winer, s. 160. For Bengel's 
calculation see Note A at the end of this 
chapter. Ebrard here also refuses to identify 
ver. 6 and ver. 14: he denies that a “ time” 
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15 And the serpent cast out of his 
mouth water as a flood after the 
woman, that he might cause her to 
be carried away of the flood. 





= 


=a year, no definite measure of duration 
being expressed. He sees here merely 3% 
mystic periods which, like the 34 days of ch. 
Xi. 9, rr, denote a period of duration dif- 
ferent from the 1260 days or 42 months—the 
half week of years; with him the 32 years 
symbolize the interval between the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Titus and the rise of Anti- 
christ ; and the 33 days, or 3% “times,” express 
the duration of the rule of Antichrist ;—he 
refers in proof to Dan. vii. 25. Ebrard seems 
to stand alone in this opinion. Bleek regards 
the 34 “times” to mean the same amount of 
duration as that spoken of in ch. xi. 2, 3; but 
he places the 34 “times” immediately after 
the Ascension, already past; while he refers 
ch. xi. 2, 3, to the days before our Lord's 
future Coming. 

On the rationalistic theory that a prophet 
can only describe past events, Krenkel sug- 
gests the notion that “a time” signifies ten 
years :—he thus gets 35 years from the date 
of the Crucifixion, and consequently the year 
68, or the year in which he places the com- 
position of the Apocalypse.—d/.c., s. 42. 


from the face of tbe serpent.| A Hebrew 
idiom, cf. Judg. ix.21 (LXX.): “nourished. . . 
Srom,’—i.e., “safe from," “far from," The 
prep. is not to be joined to the remote verb, 
“might fly.” 

Here and in ver. 15 “the Dragon” seems not 
to have the special form as described in ver. 
3, but his original form of Serpent. In ver. 
16 he appears again as “the Dragon.” 


15. cast out of bis mouth after the woman] 
See vv. I]. ‘The “Serpent” having failed to reach 
the “ Woman,’ employs other means for her 
destruction. 


water as a river, that he might cause ber 
to be carried away by the stream.] St. John 
here uses the imagery of the Old Test., where 
imminent danger is expressed by the figure of 
a water-flood—cf. Ps. xviii. 4, 16; xxxii. 6; 
Isai. viii. 7; Jer. xlvii. 2; Dan. ix. 26; xi. 22. 
Hengst. takes the words to mean *the hos- 
tile overflowing of the Church, the beginning - 
of which gave rise to this Book,~the Roman 
persecution." 

Understanding *the river" here, and the 
“ many waters” in ch. xvii. 1,to be explained 
by ch. xvii. 15, many. see in these words “the 
deluge of barbarous nations, the Goths and 
Huns,’— so Wordsworth; and Auberlen 
notes: “The streams of the migrations of 
nations. The Germanic tribes were to destroy 
the Roman Empire, and thereby, according to 


v. 16—17.] 
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16 And the earth helped the which the dragon cast out of his 


woman, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up the flood 


mouth. 
17 And the dragon was wroth with 





Satan's plans, Christianity also” (p. 261). More 
specially still:—Wetstein, as a “Preterist,” 
applies the words to the armies of Cestius and 
Vespasian; and Mr. Maurice understands by 
the waters cast after the Woman, the sects or 
heresies of which Jerusalem had been a hot- 
bed. As to the “Historical” interpreters, 
Calovius sees here the Arian heretics ;—Vi- 
tringa, the Saracens ;—Cocceius, the hosts of 
Licinius and Maxentius at war with Constan- 
tine ;—Bengel, the Turks checked in the 
Asiatic “earth” by the Crusades, and checked 
still further from 1725 to 1836;—Alford is 
disposed to see in “ the stream” “ the irruption 
of the Mohammedan armies.” On the “ Fu- 
turist ” theory, De Burgh (again allegorizing) 
writes: “ Probably an host of armies, just as 
Pharaoh sent forth his armies and pursued the 
Israelites, which armies Ged destroyed by 
bringing the waters to the help of his people ” 
(p. 243);—C. à Lapide explains : ‘ The hosts of 
Antichrist ’;—Stern: ‘A deluge of godless 
peoples, and infernal spirits, as Satan’s instru- 
ments.’ This verse Ebrard (see on ver. 13) 
regards as describing the second attempt of the 
“ Dragon” against converted Israel. This 
attempt he connects with the sixt Trumpet, or 
(for he identifies them) the sixth Vial; and he 
makes it to follow the 33 days of Antichrist :— 
see on ch. xix. 19. Bisping also understands a 
vain attempt of Satan hereafter to destroy the 
Church, the nature of which assault the fulfil- 
ment of this prediction alone can explain. 


16. And the earth helped the avoman,] ‘‘‘ The 
earth, when it occurs in this manner, is ever 
used in a bad sense. . . . The stream which 
the Dragon sends after her is evidently that of 
the early persecutions; the earth helping her 
is the world becoming Christian; thence 
Antichrist arises [see ch. xiii. 11], and this is 
the ensuing history."— I. Williams (p. 231). 

The imagery of this verse Burger regards as 
borrowed from the deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt through the Red Sea; and he relies on 
thelanguage of Ex. xv. 12. Similarly, Bleek 
(after Ewald)sees a reference to the deliverance 
of Israel through the Red Sea. 


opened ber mouth, and swallowed up the 
river] As, in the history of Israel, Korah's 
company perished (Num. xvi. 30-33). So 
Hippolytus (* Ancolitus,” /.c.), who however 
prefers the sense that the agents of the Dragon 
wandered to and fro on the earth in despair. 
Hengstenberg notes: Another earthly power 
rises against those who persecuted the 
Church; as the kingdom of the Medes 
and Persians brought that of Babylon to an 


end, so (as we read in ch. xvii.) Rome was 
to be destroyed by the “ Ten Kings.” Auber- 
len understands that “the cultured Roman 
world received the wild Germanic masses, 
and reconciled them to Christianity ” :— 
Rome is thus regarded “as a power of 
civilization," and he quotes Lange: “The 
earth, z.., consolidated ecclesiastical and 
political order, devoured the stream [of the 
German nations], and amalgamated with itself 
the wild tribes” (p. 261). 

Mede sees here the triumph of the ortho- 
dox faith, in the early Councils, over heresy. 
“ Multitudo Christianorum in Conciliis ortho- 
doxa fide przvalentium inundationem Diabo- 
licam exhausit, quemadmodum Terra aquam 
solet, cum siccitate prevaluerit " (p. 498). 

Sir I. Newton understands the * food” to be 
the Latin, and the * earth” the Greek Empire. 

Renan (p. 297) considers it likely that 
we have here described an attempt of the 
zealots, or sicarii of Jerusalem, to drown in 
the Jordan the holy band (“la troupe sainte) 
of Christians flying from the siege to Pella. 


. which tbe dragon cast out of bis mouth.] 
The #thiopic version adds here: “ and knew 
not that Wings had been given to her.” 

The narrative given in vv. 6, 13-16, now 
comes to an end; ver. 17 taking up the narra- 
tive at the end of ver. 5. 


17. And tbe dragon waxed wroth with tbe 
woman,| It is important to fix the connexion 
of this verse with what precedes. Verses 1-5 
tell us of the “ Woman” and the “ Dragon” ; of 
the Dragon’s hostility to her; and of her “ Maz 
Child,’ Christ, being caught up unto God. 
Verse 6 (anticipating ver. 14) tells of the flight 
of the “ Woman,’ now become the Church of 
Christ, to the wilderness where she is pre- 
served till the End. In vv. 7-9 is given the 
previous history of the “Dragon,” which is 
brought down to the victory over him by the 
Cross of Christ (Col. ii. 15; x John il. 8 ; 
Jude 6). The result is expressed in the 
hymn of triumph (vv. 10-12) which celebrates, 
as if the conflict were past and over, the suc- 
cessive victories, until the End of all things, of 
the Church of the Redeemed. Verses 13-16 
resume and describe more fully what was told 
in ver. 6,—ver. 15 recording the never-ceasing 
efforts of Satan during the “ time, times, and 
half a time;" and ver. 16 recording their 
failure. ‘The course of the narrative ends here. 
Verse 17 now reverts once more to the point 
where the * Man Child” had been “ caught 
up unto God,’ and proceeds in continuation 
of ver. 5—vv. 6-16 forming, as it were, an 
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the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which 





episode. “ The Woman,” in ver. 5, was still the 
Church of the Elder Covenant; but after the 
Ascension she has become the Church of the 
New—which is now represented as “ the rest 
of ber seed” (see on ver. 1). With the 
Christian Church, therefore, the * Dragon," 
baffled in his attempt to destroy Christ, turns 
to make war; and in ch. xiii. we have an ac- 
count of the agents by whose intervention he 
carries on the warfare. 

The “ Dragon,” writes Sir I. Newton, was 
wroth with the “ Woman” under the Emperor 
Julian. Such a result as this illustrates the 
defects of the “ Historical” school. However 
true this application may be, it clearly does 
not exhaust the meaning of the prophecy. 


and went away to make war with the 
rest of her seed,| (Cf. ch. xi. 7). Te, the 
“ Dragon,” after his fruitless effort to “ devour 
her Child,” went away to assail “the rest of ber 
seed "—the “brethren” of Christ (see on ver. 
1; Micah v. 3; Heb. ii. 11)—the Church of 
God. ‘The assault is described in ch. xiii. 7. 
This war with the “ Dragon” is the same as 
thatin which the faithful are ever, in the end, vic- 
torious (see ver. 11), and also the same as that 
described in vv. 15, 16,—the repetition of the 
fact being a warning that the Church is never, 
while in “the wilderness,” to enjoy external 
peace. 

The words, “the rest of ber seed” have 
been variously interpreted. Mede under- 
stands, “ Those to whom the Woman was to 
give birth in the wilderness" ;—Hengst., 
“Those who survived the hostile overflowing 
in ver. 15, or were not affected by it”;—I. 
Williams, “The Dragon makes war,—not with 
the Woman, who had fled in retirement of spirit 
to be with God, nor with the Man Child of 
her first born, but with her seed that remained 
in the world, and this by raising up Antichrist.” 
On the other hand, Auberlen: “ Having failed 
to destroy Christianity, the true Christians are 
always the objects of the Dragon's enmity, 
John xv. 18 ";—Ebrard and Bisping explain 
the “Woman” in vv. 1-6, as Israel destined to 
be converted, and after ver. 7 as actually con- 
verted; “the rest of ber seed” are the Gentile 
Christians (Rom. iv. 12; Gal. iii. 7) ;—With 
De Wette and Bleek, the “Woman” is the 
whole Church; “the rest” are the individual 
members (so Burger, who refers to Rom. ix. 
6) ;—Brightman: “ The rest of her seed” are 
the Eastern Church; —Vitr.: They are the 
Western Church, viz. the Waldenses, Wic- 
lyfites, &c. ;—Elliott, They are the faithful wit- 
nesses, Vigilantius, Augustine, &c. ;—Stuart: 
Christians had for some thirty years after the 
Ascension been persecuted in Judæa, and then 
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[v. 17. 


keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 





Nero’s persecution broke out elsewhere against 
them, under Satan's instigation. 

De Burgh, who sees in the “ Woman” only 
the Jewish Church (see on ver. 1), under- 
stands here the ‘third left in the land’ (Zech. 
xiii. 8, 9), exclusive of the general restoration 
of Israel: “ This remnant is none other than 
the 144,000 sealed :"— see ch. xiv. 1 (p. 245). 

Renan regards “ the rest of ber seed” as the 
churches of the Dispersion “ which keep the 
commandments of God,"—a feature added in 
order to exclude the churches founded by St. 
Paul, which “selon les judéo-chrétiens, man- 
quaient aux préceptes noachiques et aux con- 
ventions de Jérusalem.”—p. 410. 

and have the testimony ef Jesus:] (Omit 
“ Christ ”—see vv. ll). Or hold:—cf. ch. 
xix. 10; 1 John v. 10; and see on ch. i. 2, 9. 


18. [xiii. 1]. and he stood upon the sand 
of tbe sea.] See vv. ll; and for the verb cf. 
ch. viii. 3. 

The “Dragon” now takes his stand amid the 
scene described in Dan. vii.—a chapter which 
supplies the imagery that follows—where “the 
four winds of the heaven strove upon the great 
sea." It is * from tbe sea” the Beast comes up 
in ch. xiii. 1. “The sea” is the symbol of 
hordes of peoples—see ch. xvii. 15; xx. 8; 
and, in accordance with this idea, the Beast — 
the emblem of the World-power symbolized 
in the Book of Daniel by four beasts—rises 
from * the sea.” 

Diisterd. understands the /iteral sea;—V olk- 
mar and others, the sea which covers the 
Abyss, i.e., Hell (cf. ch. xi. 7 ; xvii. 8);—others, 
the sea “at Cæsarea” (see H. Gebhardt, 
lc., s. 237) ;—and Rationalists generally ex- 
plain: ‘The Roman “Dragon” has persecuted 
the true Church which has escaped through 
the desert beyond Jordan to Pella where she 
is to be preserved for three and a half years 
until Messiah comes. The “Dragon,” enraged 
at her escape, turns to persecute the other 
Christians who do not dwell in Jerusalem. 
But even before this, the Beast with the “Sever 
Heads” and the “Ten Horns” has placed himself 
on the coast of Palestine,——the Roman army : 
standing not far from the Holy City’ (see 
Schenkel's ‘ Bibel-Lexicon,’ s. 158). 

Elliott expounds: The flood of invading 
Goths is now absorbed in the Roman Empire. 
The Pagan Roman rule (“ He who now let- 
teth,” 2 Thess. ii. 7) has to give place to Papal 
Rome. Out of this flood of Gothic nations 
rises the Beast of ch. xiii. 1, the substitute and 
successor of the * Dragon.” 

The reading of the Textus Receptus, “I 
stood,” and the joining on of this verse to - 
ch. xiii., render the description far less effective. 
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As thus read, moreover, the opening of the 
new Vision in ch. xiii. is out of all analogy 
with the usual manner of the Seer who 
begins his new scenes simply with the words 
“ Tsaw,”—cf, ch. iv. 1; v. 15 vi. 1; vii. T; 
Xi 2: XT. 

Hengst., adopting the usual reading, reriders 


“I was placed ;"—* John did not take up his 
own position, but he was set there,” cf. 
ch. xvii. 3; iv. 1; and so he would render ch. 
vii. 3. Vitringa says: * An Draco spectator 
esset notabilis hujus eventus; num potius 
Joannes? . . . Joannes spectator fuit . . . ex 
ccelo subito veluti delatus in terram " (p. 567). 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XII. 


NOTE A ON VER. 1— THE STAR-CROWNED 
WOMAN. 


That “the Woman” signifies the Church, 
Jewish or Christian, is the opinion of the 
ancient interpreters : — 

St. IREN/ZEUS in his interpretation of ch. 
xvii. 12 seems to identify the “ Woman” with 
the Christian Church. Antichrist and the 
Ten Kings, he writes, *effugabunt Ecclesiam ” 
—Cont. Haer. X. 26, p. 323 :—see ver. 14. 

St. HiPPOLYTUS in his treatise De Anti- 
christo (l. c., p. 30) repeats the interpretation 
already quoted (see on ver. 1) from the Arabic 
version of his lost work on the Apoc. (see 
below, Note C). *'The Church," he adds, 
* will never cease bringing forth, from her 
heart, the Word, which, when it is in the 
world, is persecuted . . . that male and per- 
fect offspring Christ." The Child being 
caught up to God (ver. 5), denotes that He 
is no earthly king, as David wrote in Ps. cx. 
I. The 1260 days of the “ Woman’s” flight 
(ver. 6) are the half-week of Antichrist (ver. 
14); and the “Two Wings” of the Eagle 
which shelter her denote the faith of Jesus 
Christ. 

VICTORINUS combines the two. concep- 
tions :—' Mulier antiqua Ecclesia est patrum 
et prophetarum et sanctorum Apostolorum, 
que gemitus et tormenta habuit desiderii sui, 
usque quo fructum ex plebe sua secundum 
carnem olim promissum sibi videret Christum 
ex ipsa gente corpus sumpsisse" (zz /oc.). 
And so Methodius, Primasius, Andreas, Beda. 
Beda writes: “Semper Ecclesia, Dracone 
licet adversante, Christum parit. Masculum 
autem dicit, victorem diaboli qui foeminam 
(Evam) vicerat. . . . Nam et Ecclesia quo- 
tidié gignit Ecclesam mundum in Christo 
vincentem " (zz /oc.). 

'Turning to more modern comments :— 

According to MEDE:— The * Woman” is 
the primitive Church, clothed with the faith 
of Christ “the Suz of Righteousness ;"—the 
“ Moon” denotes the Jewish Law and ritual of 
Moses which she treads beneath her feet; 
—she suffers the pangs of labour in bringing 
forth her children, owing to the persecution of 
the Pagan Roman Empire which worships the 
“Dragon” ;—the “Man Child” is Christ 


formed in His members;—and the “ Child” 
caught up to the throne of God means the 
elevation of Constantine to the throne of the 
Cæsars, As Israel wandered in the wilderness 
during forty-two journeys (Num. xxxiii.), so 
the Church, having passed from heathen per- 
secution, wanders in the wilderness of the 
world until the second Coming of Christ, and 
this during “forty-two months.” “The Great 
Eagle” is the Roman Empire; and “ the Tavo 
Wings” are the Emperors of the East and 
West, by whose aid the Church, like Israel 
(Ex. xix. 4), has reached the wilderness (“ in 
Eremeticum statum concessit "). The “flood” 
from the Dragon’s mouth signifies the Arian 
heresy, and the “ earth” the Councils of the 
Church by which heresy was suppressed. 
The * Dragon” thus defeated, proceeds to set 
up a vicarious kingdom—the secular and the 
ecclesiastical, in his stead (ch. xiii. 1, 11). 
VITRINGA writes: * Visum hoc signum in 
celo tum quia ad Religionem pertinet, cujus 
objectum est in Celo; tum precipué quia 
subjectum hujus Visi, Ecclesia Novi Foederis 
est in celot (Ephes: il) 6) m. o In were 
blemate nihil obscurum . . . . Estaugustum 
representamen Ecclesie Novi Feederis . . 
quod miror .. . . non vidisse Launzum et 
Cocceium, qui in hac Muliere vident imagi- 
nem Ecclesie fidelium Veteris Testamenti, 
que erat in spe parturiendi Christum." The 
* Woman ” is clothed with the “ Sun,” ** for she 
has Christ, the Sun of righteousness" (Mal. 
iv. 2) as her teacher; the * Moon” is beneath 
her feet, for, what is changeable in religion 
being now abolished, she has *a kingdom 
which cannot be moved" (Heb. xii. 28). 
[The interpretation which makes the “ Moon” 
the emblem of change, seems to have been 
suggested by Gregory the Great (who also 
takes the “Woman” to be “the Holy Church,” 
“quia superni luminis splendore prote- 
gitur"):—"In Juna, que menstruis supple- 
tionibus deficit, mutabilitas temporalitatis 
accipitur.”—Moral. in Job., xxxiv. 7]. 
BENGEL sees in the “Woman” the Church 
of God, at first of Israel, now of the Gentiles ; 
—in the “ Suz” the Christian Empire ;—in the 
* Moon” the Mohammedan power of which 
the emblem is the Crescent;—in the * Tave/ve 
Stars” the Tribes of Israel. The “ Man Child” 


667 


668 


is Christ's kingly dominion, and His being 
caughtup unto God implies that this dominion, 
under the seventh 'Trumpet, is at present 
hidden from the world. ‘The 1260 prophetic 
days of ver. 6 = 677 common years (Introd. 
8 11, (b), IV. note *)—viz. from the introduc- 
tion of vital Christianity into Bohemia by 
Boleslaus, A.D. 940, to its extinction there, at 
the era of the Reformation, A.D. 1617. From 
940 to 1058 “ the Woman” was most helpless. 
She was nourished there, however, for 3$ 
4 times "— 7771 common years, and this again 
gives us from A.D. 1058, to A.D. 1836. On 
ver. 16 Bengel notes that the Turkish power 
is now checked in the Asiatic “earth” by the 
Crusades and subsequent events; and it is 
further checked between 1725 and 1836. The 
naming the “Two Wings” of the “ Eagle” 
imports that the Woman's flight was to happen 
while the Eastern Roman Empire still existed. 
BisuoP NEWTON takes the travail of “the 
Woman” to denote the early trials of the 
Church, “until she brought forth a Man 
Child,’ i.e., Constantine, as her deliverer. The 
“Dragon,” i.e, the Roman Empire, from the 
first was jealous of the Church; and Galerius 
especially laid snares for the life of Con- 
stantine, who, nevertheless, was “ caught 
up” to the Imperial throne (ver. 5). The 
“quar in heaven” (ver.7) signifies the struggle 
of the heathen against a Christian ruler,—a 
war which ended in the destruction of pagan- 
ism, or the “casting out” of ver. 9. Then 
follow the Arian persecutions, and the hos- 
tility of Julian. The “food” from the Ser- 
pent’s mouth (ver. 15) denotes the Barbarian 
invasion; and the “ood” swallowed up denotes 
the conversion of the Barbarians to Chris- 
tianity. “The rest of ber seed” (ver. 17), 
signifies that there shall then be left only a 
remnant of worshippers in the Church. 
CUNNINGHAME, however, considers that 
the “ Man Child” is Christ, formed mys- 
tically in His members; and he regards the 
prophecy as fulfilled by the Empire becom- 
ing Christian. ‘The “ Man Child” caught up to 
God signifies the preservation of the Church 
in every age. ‘The “ Dragon,” “ Satan,” acts 
through the instrumentality of the Roman 
Empire. The “Womans” flight denotes the 
corruptions of the Church ; and she has dwelt 
in “ the wilderness” since Justinian acknow- 
ledged the Pope to be her head. As to the rest, 
Cunninghame agrees with Bishop Newton. 
G. S. FABER: “Heaven” is the visible 
Western Church, limited to the Roman 
Empire; and the “Woman” is a portion of 
that Church, namely the faithful worshippers : 
the “ Dragon” represents the unfaithful wor- 
shippers, or secular powers of the ‘Western 
Empire. The third part of the “ Stars” (ver. 
4) signifies the clergy of the West, who were 
caused to apostatize about A.D. 604. The 
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birth of the “ Man Child” denotes the separa- 
tion of the “ Vallensico-Albigensic Church :” - 
the “ Man Child” is therefore identical with the 
“Tayo Witnesses” (see Note D on ch. xi. 12— 
the last note !) and his being caught up to God 
denotes the protection of the Waldenses from 
their enemies. “ Tbe Wilderness” is the 
“ heaven,” or visible Western Church trans~ 
formed by apostasy. The “War in heaven d: 
(ver. 7) is a struggle between a faithful and 
an apostate priesthood ;—ż.e., it means the 
persecution of the Albigenses and other re- 
puted heretics down to the English Revo- 
lution of 1688. After the Devil is cast 
out (ver. 9) he persecntes the “ Woman ” no 
longer by accusing her of heresy, but by the 
principles of infidelity in Cent. xviii., and 
by the French Revolution which is the * food” 
from the Serpent’s mouth. The “earth,” 
or Roman Empire, helps the “ Woman” ; i.e., 
resists the spread of atheism; and the war 
with “the rest of ber seed” is still going on, 
and will continue till the end of the 1260 
days, i.e., until A.D. 1864 [604+ 1260 |. —Sacr. 
Calend., vol. iii. p. 111, &c. 

Auberlen considers that the Apoc. sums 
up in the one word “Woman” the usus 
loquendi of the Old and New Testaments, 
whereby the apostasy of Israel from God to 
idols is represented as fornication—an ex- 
pression which, together with the jealousy 
ascribed to God, is founded on the idea of 
the marriage relation between God and 
Israel (Ex. xxxiv. 14,15; Lev. xx. 5,6; Deut. 
xxxi 16; xxxii. 16, 21; Isai. i. 21; l. 1; Jer. 
ili 1; Ezek. xvi.; xxiil.; Hos. i; &c.). In 
the New Test. the figurative use of “the 
Bridegroom,” “the Bride,” “the Virgin,” is 
frequent,—e.g. Matt. ix. 15; xxii; XXv.; 
John iii 29; 2 Cor. xi. 2; Eph. v. 23-32. 
Humanity, in so far as it belongs to God, is 
* tbe Woman ;” therefore it is said emphati- 
cally of Christ—the Son of the Woman 
(ver. 5)—that He is a “ Man Child,” a Son. 
He is the true result of the Old Test. Church 
(Gal. iv. 4), but, as Son of God, His relation 
to the Church is that of husband to wife 
(1 Cor. xi. 7). The emblems connected with 
“ the Woman” recall the Old Test. Church: 
—She is clothed with the “ Sun " as bearer of 
divine light in the world; and she has under 
her feet the false religion of the world repre- 
sented by the “ Moon,” which is an earthly 
light, not capable of overcoming the darkness, 
but shining through it. The “ Twelve Stars” 
are the Twelve Tribes of Israel, with which the 
Apostles, who form the foundation of the New 
Test. Church, are placed in connexion by 
Christ (Matt. xix. 28; cf. Rev. xxi. 12, 14). 
And thus “the Woman” here signifies the 
same as the New Jerusalem, which is also a 
Woman (ch. xxi. 2, 9, 10), the latter being the 
Church exalted, the former the Church mili- 
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tant. In ch. xi. 8 Jerusalem is called Egypt; 
and now there is once more the flight of the 
true Church from Egypt to “ the Wilderness” 
as Israel fled of old :—and Auberlen regards 
the flight of Mary and the Child Jesus into 
Egypt (Matt. ii. 13) as a type of the Church's 
* flight” ; while the giving her “ the Tavo Wings 
of the great Eagle” (ver. 14) refers to the de- 
livery of Israel from Egypt, in accordance with 
Ex. xix. 1-4. Thusthe Apocalypse gives an 
outline of the history of the Prince and King- 
dom of darkness—(1) To the first coming of 
Christ, when Satan, whose power is not yet 
broken, is still in heaven (see on ver. 7);—(2) 
From Christ to the beginning of the Millen- 
nium: then Satan is cast out from heaven to 
earth, and this is the period which this chapter 
records ;—(3) The Millennium, when Satan is 
bound (ch. xx. 1-3) ;—(4) Having been let 
loose, he is judged and cast into the lake of 
fire (ch. xx. 7-10) :—/.c., pp. 240-257. 


NOTE B ON VER. 3— THE DRAGON, 


On the words translated * Dragon,” Opákov, 
Gesenius notes thus :— 

On pon, fannin:—" (x) bellua marina, 
piscis ingens, Gr. kijros, Gen. i. 21; Job. vii. 
I2; Isai. xxvii. 1. (2) serpens Ex. Vii. 9, 
seqq., Deut. xxxii. 33; Ps. xci. 13;—4raco, Jer. 
li. 34;— crocodilus, Ezek. xxix. 3 (ubi nn 
pro pn), qui Ægypti imaginem refert. Isai. 
li. 9 (Ps. Ixxiv. 13, 14).” And on inn, 
leviathan :—“ pr. (animal) flexum, im spiras 
convolutum, (1) serpens, isque major, Job. iii. 8 
[gros]; Isai. xxvii. 1 (ubi Babylonia regni 
hostilis symbolum est) ;—(2) spec. crocodilus, 
Job. xl. 25 [LXX., ver. 20, Opákov];—(3) 
quavis bellua magna aquatilis, Ps. civ. 26, 
eaque pro hoste atroce, Ps. Ixxiv. 14.” 


Note C ON VER. 3— THE LosT COMMEN- 
TARY OF ST. HIPPOLYTUS ON THE APOCA- 
LYPSE. 


When examining, in the year 1829, the 
Oriental MSS. in the Royal Library at Paris, 
Ewald discovered an Arabic commentary on 
the Apocalypse, of which he has given some 
account in his * Abhandlungen zur oriental- 
ischen u. biblischen Literatur” (Gottingen, 
1832). Lagarde has printed the Arabic text 
in an Appendix to his * Analecta Syriaca" 
(Leipzig, 1858); and he places the date of 
this Arabic manuscript in the fourteenth 
century. The title of the commentary 
is given by Ewald as follows: “Book of 
the Apocalypse and its interpretation: that 
is, the Vision beheld by John, son of Zebe- 
dee, one of the Twelve, the Evangelist, 
the chaste (der  Keusche), according to 
the interpretation of the holy Hippolytus, 
Pope of Rome, and the holy Paulus Albuschi 
(or Elbuschi), bishop of Oschmunain (in 


Upper Egypt)! The author, according to 
Ewald, is not a mere copyist from Hippolytus 
and the later Coptic theologian, for he often 
opposes the interpretation of the former. 
The author’s date may also be inferred from 
his own words, at Rev. xi. 2; xvii. 9, as 
well as from his references to the Chronicle 
of Said Ebn-Batrich (Annales Eutychit)? 
Ewald concludes that this commentary “ was 
written in the year 1271 of the Incarnation.” 

The interpretation of St. Hippolytus, how- 
ever, is all that we are concerned with here: 
and that Hippolytus wrote on the Apoca- 
lypse we learn from the list of his works 
inscribed on his statue? which was dis- 


1 On the back, written in a different hand, 
occur the words, —** Explained by the holy John 
Chrysostom.” This title Ewald at once rejects, 
and proves not to be genuine. In the genuine 


. title the name Hippolytus is presented by the 


scribe under the forms Adolitas, or Jbobitius, or 
Ebolitus—which occur five times ; or as Azco- 
hitus—which occurs fifteen times. Ewald merely 
mentions this fact which does not cause him to 
doubt that Hippolytus is intended, Indeed we 
have here rather a confirmation that Azppolytus 
is meant ; for Dollinger (Hippolytus und Kallistus, 
1853, s. 41) tells us that the name was written 
correctly only by those who spoke Greek ; and 
among the forms used by the common Romans he 
gives, what is substantially one of those found in 
the Arabic MS., E o/itus, or sometimes Poltus. 

The title ** Pope of Rome” puzzled Ewald :— 
** Mit welchem Recht hier Hippolytus rö- 
mischer Pabst genannt wird, mag ich nicht 
entscheiden." Here again Dóllinger comes to 
our aid :—In MS. 128 in the Nani collection at 
Venice is found a Adyos rod ‘ImmoA’tov mda 
*P ó m s (l c., s. 93); nay, in the Coptic (Mono- 
physite )Martyrology, translated from the Arabic 
by Assemani, at ** February 5," we read: ** Re- 
quies S. Patris Hippolyti Pape Rome ;” and at 
* February 6”: ‘‘Manifestatio corporis S. 
Hippolyti Page Rome” (s. 94) For the 
frequent references to St. Hippolytus as ** bishop 
of Rome," bishop of ** Portus Romanus,” &c., 
see the well-known controversy between Bunsen, 
Déllinger, Bishop Wordsworth, and others. 

Papa was originally a special title of all bishops 
(Tertull. De Pudic. 13 ; Gregor. Thaum. Æp. 
Canon. Y) : it appears to have been applied for 
the first time to mark out a bishop of Rome in 
the Roman Synod under Symmachus (A.D. 502), 
and then by Ennodius, bishop of Ticinum (A.D. 
510) :—see Gieseler, Z.c., i. ss. 297, 670. 

2 « Eutychius ZEgyptius, Arabice Said Ebn- 
Batrich, Patriarcha Alexandrinus. Ecclesise suce 
origines. Ex ejd. Arabico typis edidit ac ver- 
sione auxit Joannes Seldenus,” Lond. 1642 ; 
** Contextio gemmarum, sive Annales, Interprete 
Edwardio Pocockio," Oxon. 1658. 

3 Winckelmann (quoted by Dóllinger, s. 25) 
says that this statue is without doubt the oldest 
marble statue of Christian times. Its date, as 
Dr. Salmon (ZZerzathena, 1873, p. 83) proves, 
** cannot be much later than A.D. 235." 
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covered at Rome in 1551—[T]A YIIEP TOY 
KATA IoANHN EYATTEAIOY KAI AIIOKA- 
AYYEoC; and also from the testimony of 
Andreas—see Introd. $ 2, (a), No. (1).! 

The most important interpretations of 
Hippolytus, as given in the Arabic account of 
his commentary, will be found quoted under 
their respective texts: the following properly 
come here :— 

Rev. xii. 3 (ap. Lagarde, h c, p. 25) :— 
* Ebolitus, understanding by the Heads of 
this Dragon, kings, adherents, and servants 
of Satan, interprets the Seven Heads to mean 
Seven Kings: (1) Bochtnasser [Nebuchad- 
nezzar, B.C. 604] of Chaldxa;—(2) Tadar- 
yush-el-Mahi [Darius the Mede, Dan. v. 31 ; 
ix. 1; xi 1];—(3) Darius the Persian ?— 
(4) Alexander of Greece;—(5) he also counted 
the four lieutenants of Alexander as one 
kingdom ;—(6) the Empire of Rome;—(7) 
and the kingdom of Dajjal [Antichrist] ; 
and he interpreted the Ten Horns thus, that 
they were Ten Kings who will perish with 
Dajjal [Antichrist]. As for the Diadems he did 
not explain in detail the meaning of them.” 

Ch. xvii. 8-ro (see Lagarde, 7. c., p. 27) is 
expounded on a similar principle :—“ Anco- 
litus" takes the Beast to be the same as that 
first seen by the prophet upon the sand of 
the sea, rising from the depths (ch. xiii. 1) ; 
and “ Ancolitus " is of the opinion that this 
Beast is a symbol of the worship of idols.” 
His five Heads which “are fallen” (ver. 10) are 
the same as the first five in the interpretation 
of ch. xii. 3, with this exception that for 
* Darius the Mede” we find * Corsch al 
Mazh," ie, “Cyrus the Mede.” This 
variation does not seem to be noticed by 
the Arabic commentator ; but may, perhaps, 
be accounted for by the fact that in Dan. 
xi ı the LXX. and also Theodotion read 


1 My attention was called to this Arabic ac- 
count of the commentary of St. Hippolytus by 
Dr. Salmon, who also kindly placed in my hands 
some materials respecting it which he had col- 
lected. Mir Aulad Ali, Professor of Arabic in 
the University of Dublin, has been so good as 
to supply the translation of the Arabic text 
printed by Lagarde. 

2 See the Excursus on Dan. v. 31. ‘‘ Darius 
the Mede” was made King of Babylon by Cyrus 
(Dan. vi. 28), where he reigned from B.C. 538 to 
B.C. 536 (Dan. xi. 1). 

3 If the “Darius king of Persia” of Ezra 
(iv. 5) is signified, we are to understand Darius 
Hystaspis, B.C. 521, the father of Xerxes ;—if 
the Darius of Nehemiah (xii. 22), ‘f modern 
commentators are generally agreed that Darius 
Codomannus, the antagonist of Alexander the 
Great, is intended. This prince ascended the 
throne B.C. 336 "— see the note zz Joc. On the 
other hand, Keil makes the Darius of Nehemiah 
to be Darius Nothus, the second Persian monarch 
of that name, B.C. 425,—see zz loc. 
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“ Cyrus” (èv ére« mpor Kópov,—cf. Dan. x. 
1)  'The Arabic text proceeds: * And in- 
deed these kings perished; but as to the 
one (6) which is found [ó cis €orw—* the 
one is” —Ewald explains, “das jetzt seiende 
Haupt ”], it is the Roman Empire ;—(7) as 
to the last one, it never came. Therefore 
by general consent it is Dajjal [Antichrist] : 
but this passage is the most difficult in the 
Vision." 


Nore D ON VER. 7.—THE READING 
TOU TOAEpHoaL p.erá. 


* A. Buttman (p. 231)," notes Professor 
Moulton (/. c., p. 412), “takes rod zwoA. as 
depending upon éyévero, k. T. A., the subject 
of this infin. being ó Mix. K. of ayy. avr. : the 
use of the nominative for the accus. he re- 
gards as a comstructio ad synesin, the infin. 
clause being equivalent to a subordinate 
sentence with a finite verb." 

Alf. observes that the construction “ may 
easily be explained as one compounded of 
[rod| ròv M. kai rovs ayy. avroU voAepijat 
(in which case the rod depends on the éyévero, 
as in Acts x. 25), and ó M. kal oi ayy. avro) 
émoAéugcay. In the next clause it passes 
into this latter." To this statement that 
Acts X. 25 (as è éyévero tod eloehGeiv Tov 
Ilérpov) is parallel, Winer demurs—for we 
should have here, in order to render the ~ 
words parallel, éyévero roð modepnoa. He 
also objects to the explanation of Ewald and 
Züllig that the idiom is an imitation of the 
(later) Hebr. form nmbnb, pugnandum eis 
erat) for the LXX. nowhere give such a 
translation, Winer (so also Lücke) is un- 
able to explain the constr. (see $ 44, s. 293); 
and he pronounces Fritzsche's suggestion 
* artificial” [viz. “that 6 Mex. x. of &yy. avr. 
form a parenthesis (the subject to a verb 
émoAéujcav mentally supplied), so that rod 
mon. is the gen. after ó mod. understood "— 
see Moulton's ed., p. 411]. Bleek takes up, 
the opinion of Ewald, and regards the idiom as 
a Hebraism ; the “ Hebrew gerund " without 
nn often standing for the finite verb :—* (sie 
waren) zu kümpfen" = “hatten zu (oder 
mussten) kämpfen.” Heinrichs supplies joar, 
rendering *intenti erant in pugnam." Stuart 
suggests the supplying }6n, “on the intro- 
duction of a third party,” as in ver. 1. Con- 
jectural emendations of the text.need not be 
referred to—e.g. that of Düsterd., who con- 
jectures that the words rédepos ev TS obpavà 
were a marginal note originally intended to 
call attention to the passage, but subsequently 
inserted in the text: the constr. would then 
be as in Acts x. 25,—the final “ infinitive- 
genitive" (cf. Acts iii. 2, 12) depending re- 
gularly on the conception of motion latent 
in the éyévero— c£ John vi. 19, 25. 


REVELATION. XIII. 671 


description of Michael, as the ovviyop = 
“WIND, i.e, cwiyyopos, or “advocate” of the 
godly :—Schóttgen (i. 119) gives references. 
We find in later Greek the similar form 
Sudkey for Sidkovos—see Wetstein in loc. 


NOTE E ON VER. 10.—THE FORM xariyap. 


The Codex Alex. (A) gives, in place of 
xarjyopos, the Rabbinical form karyyop = 
*13Dp—a form analogous to the Rabbinical 





CHAPTER XIII, 


I A beast riseth out of the sea with seven heads 
and ten horns, to whom the dragon giveth 


his power. XY Another beast cometh up out 
of the earth: 14 causeth an image to be 
made of the former beast, 15 and that men 
should worship it, 16 and receive his mark. 





[Ver. 1. képara déxa kai keb. érrá.—óvópara. Ver. 3.0m. eidov.—ek ràv cep.—ebatvpacey.— 
om. ev.—hn 7 Gyn. Ver. 4. [I omits kai zpocekóv. down to Aéyovres, and Er. supplied the 
omitted words after the Vulg.]. re Spdx. dru éSaxe vv é£.—mpooeküv. TÔ Onp.—kal Tis dvv. 
Ver. 5. [x reads merely xal €566n aire eéovoia, and Er. supplied the omitted words from the 
Vulg.].—{s reads moroa 0 Oder]. Ver. 6. BAaodnpias.—om. kat bef. roós. Ver. 7. [A, C, P. 
om. kai e000n . . . . vikoa adrovs, by Homaotel.].—«qvXrv kai Xaóv. Ver. 8. adréy.—ov ov.—rd 
Ovoua a)TrOU.—ToU eoday. Ver. 10. el rts els aixpadoctay, eis aiypadwolay trdyet [N,C,B,P, 
om, the 2nd eis aiypuaM.]. Ver. 14. os éye. Ver. 15. [ A, C,P read a?r75].—[N reads moujoe].— 
iva Goou.—om. iva bef. dmokr. Ver. 16. 8àguw.—r0 pérwroy. Ver. 17. om. kaí.—om. 2nd jf. 
Ver. 18. om. 1st róv.—[A reads é€axdouor é&nkovra €£,—N reads éEaxoovas é&rjk. €€,—P, Andreas 
read éfakógta éģņk. €£,—B, 1 read xy££,— C reads é£axdoua ðéka €&,—see Note G at the end 


of this chapter.] 


CHAP. XIII.—THE Two BEASTS. 


The theme of ch. xii. was the enmity of the 
Dragon to the Woman. In ch. xii. 17, the 
wrath of the Dragon, and his resolve to make 
war against “the rest of ber seed," i.e., the 
Church of Christ, are described ; and verse 18 
(or ch. xiii. 1) represents the Dragon placing 
himself for this purpose “upon the sand of 
the sea "—in other words, beside the confused 
mass and turmoil of the nations. St. John 
next proceeds to foreshow the history of the 
Church in the world. In ch. xii. 12 is con- 
tained the denunciation of * Woe for the 
earth and for the sea"; and now two Beasts 
“come up;"— the one from “ the sea” (ver. 1), 
and the other from “the earth” (ver. 11),— 
representing the instruments by which the 
Dragon carries on his work. 

The symbolic image, or the “Seven-Headed 
Beast,” which the Seer now beholds is the 
chief point of connexion between the Apo- 
calypse and the Book of Daniel. Here the 
Beast “comes up” from “the sea,” as do the 
four beasts in Dan. vii. 3;—here, the Beast 
has “Ten Horns,” like the fourth beast in 
Dan. vii 7;—the Beast here is composed of 
the Jeopard, bear, and lion (ver. 2), i.e., of the 
first three beasts in Dan. vii. 4-6, the fourth 
beast being indicated both now and in Daniel 
by the “ Ten Horns.” In Daniel, “the Vision 
represents the development of the World- 
power generally in four successive phases” 
(see the note on Dan. vii. 17); but here we 
have a comprehensive representation, under 
one form, of the universal World-power 


which in Daniel is symbolized by four 
beasts. 

The other chief subject of Daniel’s prophecy 
was the “ Little Horn,” ‘little’ in its beginning 
but soon increasing in power (see the note on 
Dan. vii. 8; and cf. Dan. viii. 9, 10), which 
had ‘‘eyes like the eyes of a man”—sym- 
bolizing craft, knowledge, intellectual culture, 
unceasing activity (see on ch. iv. 6, 8, and cf. 
Ezek.i. 18; x. 12), and which is usually taken 
to refer primarily to Antiochus Epiphanes, 
the Old Test. type of Antichrist. Correspond- 
ing to this symbol in Daniel’s Vision is the 
second Beast of this chapter, the Beast from 
“the earth” (ver. 11) or “ False Prophet” 
(for this title see ch. xvi. 13; xx. 10: cf. ch. 
xix. 20 with ch. xiii. 13, 14). The first Beast 
is a material, political, World-power; the 
second Beast is a spiritual World-power—the 
power of learning and knowledge, of ideas, 
of intellectual cultivation. Both are from 
below, both are deasts, and therefore they 
are in close alliance. .The worldly anti- 
christian wisdom stands in the service of the 
worldly antichristian power. 

As to the Beast of vv. 1-8, the following 
are the chief interpretations :— 

I. This Beast is a symbol of Rome, either 
(a) The Roman Empire, Pagan—so Victori- 
nus, Bossuet, Hammond, Ewald, De Wette, 
Stuart, Lücke, Bleek, &c.; or (6) The Roman 
Empire, Papal—so Mede, Vitringa, Bengel, 
Elliott, &c. 

Many Protestant commentators see in this 
whole chapter Rome Papal under two aspects 
—the Beast of vv. 1-8 signifying the political, 
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y 3. 


Au» I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up 





and the Beast of ver. 11 the ecclesiastical cha- 
racter of the Papacy. Thus, the early Re- 
formers usually understood by the new form 
of the Roman World-power (or Babylon), 
which they held to be described in this chap- 
ter, a prophecy of that visible rule which 
the Roman See exercised over men in the 
Middle Ages, after the old form of the Roman 
World-power had revived as “the Holy Ro- 
man Empire." Later writers of this school 
introduce a distinction at this point. ‘The 
Papal power, they observe, which is here 
symbolized, does not yet appear as the Harlot 
(ch. xvii. 1) or Church become apostate from 
Christ, but as a * Beast” or World-power— 
not as a Church but as a power ruling over 
the Church, seemingly in Christ's name; in 
fact, as being purely “of the earth, earthy,” and 
at first exhibiting its action not as a corrupt 
Church, or Harlot, but as a false Mediator, 
and false theocracy (the Pseudo-Lamb of ver. 
i1) Not until ch. xvii, they add, does 
Babylon acquire the character, and present 
the “signature,” of the Apostate Church, See 
Herzog's Real Encycl., art. Apokalypse. 

Il. The Beast denotes the God-opposing 
power of this world. Of this power, with 
some writers (e.g. Hengst, Ebrard, Au- 
berlen), (1) Pagan Rome is the emblem: 
and these writers hold that there is a further 
reference, by means of one of the “Seven 
Heads," to Rome Papal ;—(2) Other interpre- 
ters seek to exclude any reference to Rome. 

III. These interpretations have been to 
some extent combined by Gebhardt (/.c., s. 
235), who regards the Beast as the symbol of 
a single World-kingdom combining in itself 
all former World-kingdoms: and he con- 
cludes that the World-kingdom is personified 
by a single “ King,” viz. the “ Head smitten 
unto death ” of ver. 3,—a result supported by 
the gender of the pronouns in vv. 8, 14. The 
single World-kingdom Gebhardt identifies 
with the Roman Empire; and the single 
* King" with Nero. 

IV. According to his system, Ebrard (s. 
406) discerns in this chapter an exhibition of 
the power which is to persecute the Gentile- 
Christian Church during “the three and a 
half years" before Israel's conversion. 


THE BEAST FROM THE SEA (1-8). 


1. AndI saw a beast] (In the Greek, and 
in all Versions except the * Authorized," ch. 
xiii begins with these words:—see on ch. 
xii. 18.) For the word rendered “beast” 
(the term used in Dan. vii, LXX.) see 
on ch. iv. 6; xi 7. We have to note 
in the Apoc. the contrast between “the 
Lamb of God" (John i. 36) and the * wild 


beast’ or chief instrument by which the 
Dragon works:—the name “ Beast” of itself 
has an evil signification, see on ver. I1. 


coming up out of tbe sea,| By the shore 
of which the Dragon had taken his stand (ch. 
xii. 18) in order to summon his agent from its 
depths. The Beast here is the same as that 
referred to by anticipation in ch. xi. 7, and 
more fully described in ch. xvii. Ebrard (and 
likewise Zilllig, see Note C on ch. xi. 7). 
denies this identity, because it is said in ch. 
xi. 7; xvii. 8, that the Beast comes up out of 
“the Abyss,” whence demons only proceed ; 
while the Beast here is not a demon, but a 
World-power. De Wette also contrasts “ the 
sea” with “the Abyss;" as if this Beast were 
born from the realm of darkness merely, or 
were one returning from the kingdom of death 
—i.e.,as he explains, Nero—see on ch. xvii. 
It seems plain, however, even without referring 
to the relation between the “sea” and the 
c Abyss” (cf. Luke viii. 31 ; Rom. x. 7), that, 
as in ver. 11 “the earth,” so here “ the sea” 
belongs to the special imagery employed— 
imagery, too, which is confessedly taken from 
Dan. vil. where, at ver. 3,the four beasts * come 
up from the sea.” The identity with Daniel’s 
Vision depends on the similarity of the sym-- 
bols, as pointed out in the introductory re- 
marks above. In the symbolism of the Apoc. - 
“the sea” denotes the troubled ocean of 
worldly affairs— peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues” (ch. xvil. 15; cf Ps. 
xlvi. 3, 4; lxv. 7; xcii. 3, 4; (sai. viii. 7-9, 
lvii. 20)—out of which arises this ideal repre- 
sentation of the antichristian W orld-power. 

On the subject of Antichrist see Note A at 
the end of this chapter. 


having ten horns and seven heads,] 
See vv. //.:—note the different order of the 
“Heads” and “Horns” in the description of the 
* Dragon” (ch. xii. 3) where Satan assumes a 
form similar to that of his instrument the 
Beast in this place. The “Horns” here appear 
first, because the Beast is seen “ coming up” 
from the sea;—after he has risen (ch. xvii.3, 7), 
the * Heads” are mentioned first. ‘The * Seven 
Heads” are those of Daniel’s four beasts, the 
leopard having four heads in Dan. vii 6. 
As in Dan. vii. 7, 20 the “ Tez Horns” belong 
to the fourth or last beast; so here they seem 
naturally to belong to the seventh or last 
* Head." 


and on his horns ten diadems,] Not now 
on the “Heads” as in ch. xii. 3. Stern, under- 
standing the “Ten Horns” to be the lesser 
powers which will hereafter unite with Anti- 
christ for “ the ruin of the seventh New Test. 
World-power” (ch. xvii. 12, 13), concludes 
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ten crowns, and upon his heads the 


out of the sea, having seven heads 
"name of blasphemy. 


and ten horns, and upon his horns 


lOr, 
names, 





that, because Antichrist will then for the 
first time personally reveal his own authority, 
—having until then resisted Christianity by 
means of his demonic influence, —he wears 
the “diadems” on his Horns not, like Satan in 
Ch. xii. 3, on his Heads (s. 321). And Words. 
similarly concludes:—' The “diadems” are 
not now on the Heads, the Beast acting not 
directly as the Dragon but mediately by other 
potentates (ch. xvii. r2). Ebrard explains :— 
Because the Beast here represents both the 
Roman Empire and the Ten kingdoms (ch. 
Xvii. 12) which arise out of it. According to 
Auberlen (p. 268), the fact denotes that both 
* Heads” and “ Horns” refer to kingdoms; 
because both are said (ch. xvii. 10, 12) to be 
“kings” —ie. as with Daniel, the kingdoms 
whose personal heads they are. This seems 
to be the true explanation. 

The variations here from ch. xii. 3 are 
urged by Düsterdieck in proof of his inter- 
pretation of the symbolism :—In ch. xii. 3, 
where the internal and essential relation of the 
* Heads” and * Horns” is pointed out, the 
^ Heads ” are seen before the * Horas,” and the 
“ Heads" bear the * diadems." In ch. xiii. 1, the 
^ Horns” appear before the * Heads,” and the 
“Horns,” not the * Heads,” bear the ** diadems." 
In this way the concrete form of the Roman 
Empire as it actually existed is presented, and 
thus the order of appearance is explained: 
Ten actual Rulers first appear— Ten persons 
who are symbolized, as the actual possessors 
of the Empire, by the “ Ten Horns” each pro- 
vided with a “ diadem ” :—(1) Augustus, (2) 
Tiberius, (3) Caligula, (4) Claudius, (5) Nero, 
(6) Galba, (7) Otho, (8) Vitellius, (9) Ves- 
pasian, (ro) Titus. The Beast, like the 
Dragon, has “Seven Heads”; and. each now 
bears one crowned “ Horn” (see-on ch. xii. 3), 
because only seven of these ten princes had 
full rule over the Empire—Galba, Otho, and 
Vitellius being merely usurpers, see Introduc- 
tion, § 4 (b); and the three crowned “ Horns” 
corresponding to them are probably placed 
between the fifth and sixth * Heads,” i.e., on this 
theory, between Nero and Vespasian. In fact 
—quite irrespectively of Daniel's having typi- 
fied a fourth World-empire by a beast with ten 
horns (Dan.vii. 7)—the' Ten crowned “Horas” 
and the Seven “ Heads" in ch. xiii. r serve 
only for the purpose of designating a special 
characteristic of the Roman Empire which is 
symbolized by the form of the Beast regarded 
as a whole: and Diisterd. takes the ideas 
represented by the “ leopard,” and “ lion " and 
“hear,” to indicate the savage force of that 
which the Beast symbolized,—namely, the 
existing Roman World-Empire (cf. Jer. v. 6 ; 
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Hos. xiii. 7,8; Ecclus. xxviii. 23). A conclu- 
sion so arbitrary supplies its own refutation. 

The military despotism of Rome, writes 
Mr. Maurice, was established after the 
battle of Actium, and nearly synchronizes 
with the birth of Christ. ‘That * despotism, 
after passing through its different stages of 
development in Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, 
Claudius, Nero, was subjected to its great 
trial-day in the three turbulent reigns that 
followed, and came forth in its form of con- 
summate brutality in the person of Vitellius; 
I take this to be the Wild-Beast in which 
the ‘ Dragon’ saw his own image reflected ” 
(2. c., p. 233). In common with many others, 
Mr. Maurice takes the * Zen Horns” to be 
the Legions in the different Provinces. 

For the interpretation of the * Heads? and 
* Horas” as not denoting persons, or personal 
rulers, but the kingdoms over which they rule, 
see on ch. xvii ro, 12. For the influence of 
the word “diadem” on the meaning of the 
imagery here, proving that, in consequence of 
its use, Roman Emperors cannot be intended, 
—see Note D on ch. ii. 10, and the notes 
generally on ch. xvii. 


and upon bis beads names of blasphemy. | 
See wv. /.; and cf. ch. xvii. s. By this addi- 
tion of the names, Hengst. understands the 
assumption of the titles of Christ, “ King of 
kings, and Lord of lords,” ch. xix. 12, 16. 
De Wette and others (following Beda, “reges 
enim suos Deos appellant”) understand the 
titles (e. g. ^ Divus") by which Divine honours 
were wont to be ascribed to the Em- 
perors compare 2 Thess. ii. 4; and see below, 
ver. 4. If we believe Renan (p. 413), ‘the 
name Sebastos or Augustus assumed by the 
Emperors (who are denoted by the “ Seven 
Heads") was regarded as blasphemous by the 
Jews.’ The title Sebastos is, indeed, used by 
Festus (Acts xxv. 21, 25); but—in opposition 
to Renan’s remark—it is also used by 
St. Luke in Acts xxvii. 1. (Were we to 
read the singular, “a name,” the sense would 
be that each “ Head” bore this name; and 
then Bengel, with others, would give as the 
“name” the Pope, Papa). 

The correct interpretation ofthis symbolism 
depends on the signification of the “ Heads” ; 
and for an account of the interpretations of the 
“ Ten Horns” and “ Seven Heads,” see the notes 
on ch. xvii. :—meanwhile it is to be observed 
that the “Seven Heads” do not represent the 
kingdoms which were to arise out of the 
fourth World-empire; for tat element of 
the symbol is represented by the “ Ten Horns” 
bearing ^ diadems " (cf. ch. xvii. 12), and these, 
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2 And the beast which I saw was 
like unto a leopard, and his feet were 
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as the feet of a bear, and his mouth 
as the mouth of a lion: and the 








according to Dan. (vii. 7, 24), arise out of his 
fourth Monarchy. The symbol “ Head” 
itself (explained in ch. xvii. 9 to be a “ moun- 
tain”) denotes a World-monarchy :—Babylon 
is thus spoken of in Jer. li. 25 ; cf. Isai. xiii. 2 ; 
Zech. iv. 7; and Daniel (ii. 38) writes: 
“Thou” [the personification of all this glory, 
the mightiest of the monarchs of Babylonia, 
the Babylonian kingdom itself] “art this bead 
of gold,”-—see the note on Dan. ii. 38. The 
* Horns” denote “kings” or “kingdoms,” but 
not “kingdoms in the same extensive sense as 
the ‘beast’ symbolizes a ‘kingdom,’ "—see 
the note on Dan. vii. 24. The mystic number 
Seven is the signature of what is absolute and 
complete, as Tez is the signature of worldly 
power—see Introd., $ 11 (a): the “Seven 
Heads," accordingly, without any special iden- 
tification, combined with the “ Ten Horns,” re- 
present, in its different phases, the historical 
concentration of absolute worldly rule and 
power ; and this is what the Beast is designed 
to signify. 

A more special identification of the “Heads” 
is, however, required by the additional revela- 
tion of ch. xvii. ro. As St. Jobn looks farther 
into the future than Daniel, so he looks 
farther into the past. He comprehends, in his 
picture of the conflict between the Kingdom 
of God and the kingdoms of the world, not 
merely the period which the words of Daniel 
(see on ver. 2) embrace, but the earliest time 
whence the conflict dates (see on ch. xii. 7),— 
The first World-power in conflict with the 
Theocracy was Egypt; after Egypt, came As- 
syria as predecessor of Babylon (Jer. 1. 17),— 
Ássyria and Egypt are coupled together in 
prophecy as pre-eminently God's enemies 
(e.g. Isai. xxvii. 13; Jer. ii. 18, 36; Zech. x. 
1o, I1). And thus we get (1) Egypt, (2) 
Assyria, (3) Babylon, (4) Medo-Persia, (5) 
Greece, (6) Rome, (7) that aspect of the 
world which the “ Ten Horns” symbolize, and 
under which we live:—so Hengst., Auberlen, 
Burger represent the ‘seven successive 
World-monarchies" (Bisping, see on ver. 2, 
makes the seventh still future). Hofmann, 
Filler, and Ebrard omit Egypt, and insert in 
its stead, between Greece and Rome, Syria 
under Antiochus Epiphanes. According to 
Words. the “ Seven Heads” denote, (1) The 
Seven Hills of Rome (ch. xvii. 9), which in ch. 
xiii. is the seat of the Beast still in “his Imperial 
heathen form, as the Fourth Great Monarchy 
of the World;” (2) Seven successive powers 
ending in the Beast (ch. xvii. 7-10). Godet 
takes the first four Heads to be, (1) Egypt, 
(2) Assyria (with Babylonia), (3) Persia, (4) 
Greece (with Antiochus Epiphanes). These 


four World-powers were the persecutors of 
Israel under the Old Covenant: then come 
three—to which is to be added “the 
eighth” of ch. xvii. 11, making four—“ Heads E 
hostile to God under the Gentile period: 
viz. (5) Israel itself now reckoned among 
“the nations of the earth," and having 
“no king but Cæsar” (John xix. 15), (6) 
Rome, (7) a new Power to last but for “a 
little while” (ch. xvii. 10), and which is 
to sweep away like a torrent the European 
states into which Rome had been divided, 
—when “he who now lettetb," or Rome, 
shall “be taken out of tbe way” (2 Thess. ii. 7). 
(8) Antichrist, not, as here, the Beast from 
the sea, but the Beast from the Abyss (ch. xi. 
7); in other words, Israel,—the “ Head” 
which had received the “ death-stroke ” from 
the Roman sword in the year 70,—which 
is to return as the eighth ‘“‘Head,” or entire 
Beast, as announced in ch. xvii. 11 (p. 366). 

For the “Ten Horns” which mean * Ten 
kings,” or kingdoms, see on ch. xvii. 12. 

With reference to the following interpreta- 
tion of the symbolism in the second verse, the 
authority on which it is founded must be borne 
in mind. We should have no right to apply 
Daniels Vision of the four beasts to four 
Empires, or to understand żen kings or king- 
doms by the Zen Horns, had not the Angel— 
* one of them that stood by " the Ancient of 
days—supplied the interpretation; see Dan. 
Viien65 087,023) 424. 

2. aleopard,| The third of the four beasts 
in Dan. vii. 6, whose “four heads," looking 
towards the four quarters of the earth, sym- 
bolically asserted that the same universal rule 
as that of the “kingdom of brass” (Dan. 
ii. 39) was guided by human intelligence. 
This was the Greco-Macedonian kingdom, 
* which with the swiftness of a leopard ex- 
tended its power over those four mighty dis- 
tricts—Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt, and Persia, 
or under such generals as Ptolemy, Seleucus, 
Philip, and Antigonus ruled ‘over the whole 
earth ? "—see the note on Dan. vii. 6. 


a bear,| The second beast in Daniel vii. 
5; identified with the symbol of the “in- 
ferior” kingdom, of which the “breast and 
arms” were of silver (Dan. ii. 32, 39), and 
signifying Medo Persia, which in the history 
of the world’s Empires was “inferior” to 
Babylonia :— see the note on Dan. vii. 5. 


a lion :| The first of the four beasts in Dan. 
vii. 4; identified with that kingdom whicli 
ranked as “golden” (Dan. ii. 32, 38), and 
which signified the Babylonian kingdom :— _ 
see the note on Dan. vii. 4. 
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dragon gave him his power, and his were 'wounded to death; and his !Gr. stain. 


seat, and great authority. 
3 And I saw one of his heads as it 


deadly wound was healed: and all 
the world wondered after the heast. 





The fourth of Daniel's beasts (see ch. vii. 
7) is identified with the “fourth kingdom ” 
in Dan. ii. 4o. To this kingdom no form is 
assigned ; it is too terrible; its power is too 
vast to be represented by any known beast: 
see Dan. vii. 19, 23—“ The fourth beast shall 
be the fourth kingdom” (cf. “four kings,” 
ver. 17). St. John does not specify Daniel's 
fourth beast in his description here, but indi- 
cates it by introducing its characteristic token, 
"Ten Horns,” in ver. x. As to the import of 
Daniels fourth Kingdom there are three 
opinions :—(r) that it symbolizes the Roman 
Empire; (2) that it is the Kingdom of the 
successors of Alexander in Syria and Egypt; 
(3) that the fourth Kingdom is yet to come :— 
see the note on Dan. ii. 40. According to the 
second interpretation, the “four kingdoms” 
are Babylonia, Media, Persia, and Macedonia 
or Greece. In support of the frst, or, as it 
is styled the “ traditional,’ interpretation, 
there is “the sanction of the majority of the 
Fathers, of the Jonathan-Targum, Josephus, 
the Talmud, R. Albo, and other Hebrew 
writers of weight.” It is also supported by 
‘Wordsworth and Pusey, by Caspari and Keil: 
—see the “ Excursus on the Four Kingdoms” 
at the end of Dan. vii. Orosius (A.D. 450, 
Histor. lib. ii., c. 1) makes the third Empire 
to be the Punic instead of the Greek ;— 
the fourth, as usual, he makes to be the 
Roman. The decision, however, as to this 
controversy does not belong to this place: 
suffice it to say that the four forms of worldly 
dominion which Daniel had symbolized sepa- 
rately (whether all four Kingdoms had passed 
away, or whether ove of them, the Roman 
Empire, still existed when St. John wrote), 
are here combined into one form representing 
the universal World-power; and of that one 
form, as ch. xvii. will show more clearly, the 
Empire of Pagan Rome, as the Seer beheld it, 
supplied the outlines. 

According to I. Williams, the Beast “from 
the sea” is not the fourth beast of Daniel, or 
the Roman power; “it will rather be found 
to grow out of that, the last of the four. For 
it corresponds with the “ Little Horn " (Dan. 
vii. 8), which arises among the ten horns”; 
and these signify universal dominion: “St. 
John has a nearer and fuller view of the 
Little Horn of Daniel, which he sees as this 
great Beast of universal dominion ? (pp. 233-5). 
According to Bisping, this Beast represents 
the W orld-power (the seventh king of ch. xvii. 
1o, still future for St. John) in that last form 
which Daniel describes, and at the moment 
in which Antichrist comes forth from it. 





and the dragon] He who stood on “the 
sand of the sea,” ch. xii. 18 (or ch. xiii. 1), in 
order thence to summon the Beast. 


gave bim his power, and his throne] 
See ch. xvi. 10; and on ch. ii. 13. 


and great autbority.] And therefore rule 
as Satan's instrument over the kingdoms of 
this world—cf. Luke iv. 6: “The world,” 
writes Archbp. Trench, *is not Satan's own ; 
nor his at all except in so far as it has been 
* delivered’ to him ; . . . he is now, in Christ's 
own words, ‘ the Prince of this world’ (John 
Xii 31); in the words of His Apostle, *the 
god of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4" (Studies 
in the Gospels, p. 46); and it is thus that the 
“Dragon” is spoken of in this verse. We have 
here, in this antichristian power, a counter- 
part to one of the “ Two Witnesses” for Christ 
—-see on! ch; XL 3. 

Elliott interprets that the Dragon who 
had ruled over Rome Pagan, gave authority 
to the Beast to rule over Rome Papal. 


3. And [I saw] one of his beads] I saw” 
is omitted (see vv. //.), and is to be supplied 
from ver. 1 :—see below. 

In general, ch. xvii.is to be consulted asto 
the meaning of this passage. 


as though it had been smitten unto 
death;| Or as though it had been slain 
unto death;] Since he bore the scar of a 
mortal wound: the words which follow ex- 
press how he could still exhibit vitality. The 
* Head” of the Beast which was “as though it 
had been smitten unto death," is placed in 
significant contrast to the * Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain" in ch. v. 6: and 
thus—to apply in a different sense the ex- 
planation of Victorinus (* Christum qualem 
meruerunt Judai")—the Beast becomes an 
object of worship (wv. 4, 12) to the godless 
world. In the choice of words in this verse 
Auberlen (p. 297) sees indicated “an out- 
ward resemblance between the Beast and the 
Lamb." 

Mr. G. S. Faber, following the “ Historic ” 
method, concludes that on June 18, 1815, the 
seventh Head received its predicted deadly 
wound by the sword, when Napoleon's Em- 
pire fell (/. c., vol. iii. p. 281). 

and his death-stroke was healed:] Cf. 
VV, 12, I4. 

and the Whole earth wondered after the 
beast ;| (See vv. ll). Ie.,* wondered at, and 
followed after” —cf. John xii. 19. The godless 
world will wonder and worship (cf. ch. xvii. 
8) :—Christian faith had seemed to triumph in 
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the victory of the Cross, but now the world 
triumphs. The true believer can never cease, 
on his side, to marvel at this, even as St. John 
himself marvelled (ch. xvii. 6, 7). "The world 
wondered, notes Hengst., at the revival and 
continuance of the earthly power of heathen- 
dom, the success that attended its persecu- 
tions, the prostrate condition of the Church ; 
—and this after the report of Christ’s victory, 
and the consciousness of its truth. The fact 
is so important that it is twice reverted to, viz. 
in vv. 12, 14: the subject is also resumed at 
ch. xvii. 8. 
'The dependence of the first clause of this 
verse on the verb “J saw” imports, notes 
Hengst.,that the “ Head” had already been re- 
stored when it appeared to St. John;—and that 
St. John did not see first the wounding and 
then the healing: “ What is meant is the 
stroke of his death, which Michael gave him 
with his sharp sword (ch. xii. 7) ;" so also 
Mede (p. 500). It may perhaps be the blow 
which was inflicted on Satan by the Cross of 
Christ (Col. ii. 14, 15), of which this trace is 
now exhibited by the Beast as Satan's repre- 
sentative. ^ Dead yet living; the false sem- 
blance, says Bede, of Christ and His resur- 
rection” (I. Williams) If this verse be 
compared with our Lord's words in ch. iS, 
“T am the Living one, and I was dead, and 
behold I am alive for evermore,"—who can 
avoid seeing that a contrast is here designed 
between Antichrist, and Christ? (Bisping). 
Burger notes that this description points to a 
| person, not to an institution, or a kingdom, or 
a people ; he suggests that ch. ix. 1-21 may 
be connected with the rise of Antichrist ; and 
that Apollyon (ch. ix. 11), the king of the 
locusts which issue from the Abyss (ch. ix. 2, 
3), may be the Beast from the Abyss (ch. pak 
7), or Antichrist as described here. Antichrist 
Burger makes to be the /ast World-ruler 
after the previous sevez have fallen ; and to 
him “a something” is to happen which is sym- 
bolized by “the stroke of the sword” (ver. 
14), his recovery from which coincides with 
his attaining the height of his authority as 
the last, or eighth World-power (ch. xvii. 
11):—and thus is explained the * wondering 
of the whole earth, As to the interpreta- 
tions :— 
i. The revival of the World-power, after 
a grievous blow has been received, seems to 
be what is intended by St. John in the present 
passage;—it is especially noted in ver. r4 
that after his wound the Beast still ** ved.” 
‘The deadly wound is always mentioned in 
connexion with its being healed—the non- 
existence of the Beast in connexion with 
its re-appearance: see ch. xvii. 8-11. The 
difficulty of the passage arises from this refer- 
ence to one “ Head;" and C. à Lapide sug- 
gests that one “ Head” may embrace all. It 
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seems, indeed, that each * Head" designates the 
entire existence of the Beast at some parti- 
cular time. Thus it is that here and in vv. 12, 
14 the wound of one “Head ? js ascribed to the 
whole Beast; and so too in ch. xvii. 8, 11 the 
fact that the Beast “is mot,” is identical with its 
being * smitten unto death," as stated in this 
verse. All this appears to be generally ad- 
mitted,—see on ch. xvii. 8 ; and cf. Auberlen, 
lc. p. 298. Itmaybe that the overthrow ofthe 
Beast's power is meant, especially as repre- 
sented here by Pagan Rome which was 
equivalent to the whole World-power. So 
Hengst., who refers to ch. xvii. 1o for proof 
that the “ Head” which the Beast bore in the 
time of St. John, was the sixth (see on ver. 
2), or the Roman Empire. The victory of 
Christ was the one event in the world's his- 
tory by which the whole Beast was smitten in 
the one * Head” ; but yet the earthly power of 
heathenism continued—“the death-stroke," 
contrary to Christian hopes, “ was healed,” as 
shown, e.g., in the persecution of the Church. 
ii. Ebrard does not allow (and Stern in like 
manner refuses to admit it) that the wound of 
one “ Head” (the “ sixth,” or Rome) is here to 
be ascribed to the whole Beast from “ the 
sea” Ebrard also distinguishes this Beast 
from that of ch. xvii, or the “ Beast from the 
Abyss” (see Note C on ch. xi. 7) :—St. John, 
he argues, here beholds in prophetic symbol 
this wounding of the sixth Head as an event 
still future, and as regarding one form only 
of the World-power, namely the overthrow 
of the Roman Empire by the Germanic and 
Slavonic Tribes :—consequently “the healing 
of the wound” does not denote the reappear- 
ance of the Beast from the Abyss (ch. xvii. 8). 
iii. Differently Auberlen :—Comparing the 
imagery of Daniel (see the note on Dan. vii. 
4), he concludes that the Head “smitten unto 
death” was the seventh, or * Germano-Scla- 
vonic" kingdom. The first six World-king- 
doms had been heathen; it is only the seventh 
kingdom (or the German Tribes) which be- 
came a Christian World-kingdom, and this is 
meant by the “ deadly wound.” Christianity, 
however, has become worldly; a new hea- 
thenism breaks in upon the Christian world ; 
and so the Beast’s “ wound” is healed. Mede 
also (p. 421) understands here the seventh or 
last ^ Head,’ to which, he considers, the “ Tez 
Horns? belong ; and he further considers that 
ch. xiii. is wholly occupied with that state of 
the Ten-horned Beast which is represented 
by the healing of the seventh Head (sce 
on vv.14,15). Elliott's interpretation ts that 
the seventh diademed Headship, that of Dio- 
cletian, was struck down by Constantine; 
that the Popes, especially Gregory the Great, 
began to be a new “Head” of Empire to Rome; 
and that thus the deadly wound of its last . 
Pagan “Head” was healed. $ 


v. 4.] 
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4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: 





iv. According to his system (see on ver, r), 
Godet makes the wounded “ Head,” or the fifth 
of the Seven, to be Israel which had received 
the blow (apparently) mortal from the Ro- 
man sword in the year 70, see ver. r4 (p. 
367). With this conclusion of Godet, viz. 
that the wounded Head was the //ft£b—that is 
to say, on their system, Nero,—the rationalistic 
School is in agreement: see below, and on 
ch. xvii. 8-1o. 

v. Alford understands the Roman Pagan 

. Empire, apparently exterminated, but re- 
stored in the establishment of the Christian 
Empire. And Words. notes: “The Beast 
now appears in another stage of his history,” 
the Christian (see on ver. 1) :—“ The Imperial 
power of Rome was succeeded by the Papal ;" 
the wounded Head was the Imperial Head 
of Rome, wounded in A.D. 476, when, on 
the abdication of Augustulus, the Roman 
Empire ceased to be. The wound was healed 
when the Papacy succeeded to the Empire. 

Nowhere is it more important for the cor- 
rect interpretation of the Apocalypse to adhere 
to historical facts than here. Bishop Words- 
worth, with other high authorities, regards 
the resignation of the purple by Augustulus as 
the extinction of the Roman Empire. As to 
this notion, Sir F. Palgrave writes: “ Strange 
that historians should have encouraged each 
other in the error that the Empire extin- 
guished, as they say, in Augustulus, was now 
[ze under Charles the Great, A.D. 800] re- 
stored.—Restored! never had it been sus- 
pended, either in principle, maxims, or feelings. 
'The shattered, pillaged, dilapidated Empire 
was still one state, one community ” (Hist. of 
Normandy, i., p. 29). “There was legally no 
extinction,” writes Dr. Bryce, “of the Western 
Empire at all, but only a reunion of East and 
West” (The Holy Roman Empire, 3rd ed., p. 26). 
Again: on August 6, 1806, Francis II. resigned 
to the Emperor Napoleon the imperial dig- 
nity: * One thousand and six years after Leo 
the Pope had crowned the Frankish king,— 
1858 years after Cæsar had conquered at 
Pharsalia,—the Holy Roman Empire came to 
its end” (Idid., p. 363). See Note B at the 
end of this chapter. 

vi. Dr. Bryce has here justly placed Julius 
Czsar—from whom the name of “ Cæsar” 
passed on to his successors—as first of the 
rulers of Imperial Rome. As such Julius is 
spoken of by Suetonius, by Dion Cassius, by 
Josephus. This fact—see Introd., $ 4, b.—of 
itself refutes the rationalistic interpretation of 

" this passage. According to the whole school 
of Rationalists, St. John now repeats the 
popular fable (Tac., Hist., i. 2; ii. 8) that Nero 

[the sixth of the Cæsars] is really the fth, or 


the “ Head” “smitten unto death”; and that, 
being the ///?5 or last of the five “ Kings" in 
ch. xvii. 10, he was to be restored to life after 
his suicide, and to become Antichrist. It was 
thus the “death-stroke” of the Beast was 
healed. It is true that even Christian litera- 
ture refers to “the Nero-fable ":— e.g. Sulpitius 
Severus, A.D. 400 (Chron., ii. c. 29), expressly 
applies this verse to Nero, with the preface: 
* Secundum illud quod de eo scriptum est." 

In reply to this entire system of inter- 
pretation, see Note C at the end of this 
chapter; and also, the argument founded on 
the use of the word “ diadem,” as explained 
on ch. xvii. ro, and in Note D on ch. ii. 10. 

vii. The interpretation of St. Hippolytus 
(“ Ancolitus ”) is interesting :—The wounded 
* Head? means Antichrist's kingdom, and the 
“wound” signifies the world’s contempt for 
Antichrist when he first appears. The healing 
of the “wound” denotes the return of the world 
to obedience to Antichrist as soon as he 
exhibits his deceiving signs, vv. 13-15 :—see 
Note C on ch. xii. 3. 

If the “Head” which received the “wound” 
is the symbol of the Roman Empire, “the 
stroke of the sword” (ver. 14) may signify 
the blow which the Empire received from 
“the sword” of the Barbarian invaders; 
while the healing of the “wound” may signify 
the continuance of the Empire, secular and 
political, in the sense expressed above by 
Sir F. Palgrave. The Spirit of Prophecy 
would thus indicate, by the element of evil 
adhering to every form of World-power, the 
permanence of the antichristian spirit through- 
out the future. This consideration supplies 
an answer to Diisterdieck’s objection to the 
idea of “an abstract W orld-power " as symbo- 
lized by the Beast. In the Beast he sees no 
more than the heathen Empire of Rome, and 
in the “ Heads” seven literal Emperors ; and he 
pronounces it “impossible to regard as a Head 
of the Dragon-Beast an historical develop- 
ment which rests on Christian elements, and 
which (notwithstanding all un-Christian and 
anti-Christian degeneracy) has remained 
Christian, and has brought forth truly good 
fruits.”—s. 435. It is this “degeneracy,” 
however, which manifests the presence of 
Antichrist. 


4. And they worshipped the dragon,| (On 
the text of this verse see vv. //.). Some (e. g. 
Stuart) compare 1 Cor. x. 20; and also refer 
to the practice of Emperor-worship :—see 
below, and cf. Suetonius, Caligula, 22, &c. 


because he gave his authority unto the 
beast;| See ver. 2; cf. Luke iv. 6: “Men 
worship Satan on account of the wealth and 
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and they worshipped the beast, say- 
ing, Who is like unto the beast ? 
who is able to make war with 
him? 

5 And there was given unto him 


[v. 5—6. 


a mouth speaking great things and 
blasphemies ; and power was given 


unto him 'to continue forty and two jor, to 
make zt 


months. 
6 And he opened his mouth in 





power of the world which he bestows, under 
this sway of Antichrist” (I. Williams). As 
the Roman adored his Rome and its World- 
power, and. offered sacrifice to the statues of 
nis Emperors, so will men do at the end of all 
things in the kingdom of Antichrist (Bisping). 

Who is like unto the beast?| Cf. the same 
form in ch. xviii. 18. See on ch. xii. 7 the 
reference to the meaning of the name 
* Michael." 


and who is able to war with him?] (“and” 
is added—see vv. //.). Compare ch. xii. 17: 
these words seem to refer to the great battle 
for which all things in the Apoc. are preparing 
—see ver. 7; ch. xix. 19. Itis generally noted 
that this passage presents a blasphemous 
parody of the praise which is given in Scrip- 
ture to the Living God:— Who is like unto 
Thee, O Lord, among the gods,” Ex. xv. 11; 
cf. Ps. cxiii. 5; Isai. xl. 18, 25 ; Micah vii. 18. 
The sense seems to be that the Devil, cast 
down from his kingdom in the idolatries of 
the heathen, still exercises his power revived 
and restored in Antichrist ; that is, * by means 
of some spiritual idolatry equally extensive 
but of a more subtle kind, operating univer- 
sally against Christ, through all time and place 
unto the end."—I. Williams, p. 241.. 
. Mr. Maurice sees in vv. 3, 4, a description 
of the Empire after the death of Nero. ‘The 
Beast then seemed to be ** wounded to death” ; 
but the wound was healed; “the Beast was 
not really gone, only one of the forms in 
which its nature had been for a while exhi- 
bited"; another more complete incarnation 
of the devilish was ready to take the place of 
the old (4. c., p. 237). 


5. And there was given to bim] Te., to 
the Beast, in the form now seen, and by God's 
permission—cf. ch. vi. 4, 8 ; vil. 25 ix. 5. 

These words, “there was given,’ notes 
Hengst., are very consolatory; and the 
phrase occurs in this chapter in three pairs, 
two of which belong to the first Beast, vv. 
5, 7, and one pair to the second, wv. 14, 15. 


a mouth speaking] ‘These words and the 
words which follow, down to “given to 
him” (before éetovcia) are omitted in the 
codex of Erasmus—see vv. //. 


great things and blasphemies ;| Cf. the de- 
scription of the * Little Horn," Dan. vii. 8, 
20, 25. The whole description is borrowed 
from Daniel;—the “war” also, ver 7 (see 
Dan. vii. 21) ; and the 42 months (Dan. vii. 


25; xii. 7). The note of Antichrist, the 
utterance of “b/asphemies,” is again added here 
—see ver. 1 ; ch. xvii. 3. 

and there was given to him autho- 
rity to continue] For this sense of the verb 
rendered “to continue” (mowjcar), taking as 
its object the following accusative, see Acts 
Xv. 33; 2 Cor. xi 25; James iv. 13;—0r 
we may render, in contrast to “ speaking,” 
*authority to do his work during" (see 
Dan, viii. 24; xi. 28,30, 32, LX-X. ; A.V. “to 
practise," “to do") :—this latter sense is pre- 
ferred by Vitr., Hengst., Düsterd., De Wette, 
Words. Alford. Bleek and Züllig take the 
meaning to be *to carry through his work," 
i.e., “to succeed.” ‘The marginal rendering “to 
make war” rests on insufficient authority. 
‘The Cod. Sinaiticus reads “to do what he 
willeth,"—see vv. l, and cf. vv. 1, 2. 

forty and two montbs.] This period, being 
that of the Woman in the Wilderness (ch. 
xii. 14)—of the Holy City trodden down 
(ch. xi. 2)—and also of the Witnesses (ch. xi. 


3), again indicates that the sway of the Beast _ 


is co-extensive with the course of the Church: 
“it is,” writes Hengst., “ the signature of the 
world’s dominion over the Church, or of the 
temporary subjection of the people of God.” 

Godet (Lc, p. 375), interpreting as a 
“Futurist,” writes: This number— “the 
broken week” as before—the well-known 
period of Antichrist—signifies that in the 
midst of its development and at the height of 
its increase the power of Antichrist will be 
suddenly broken. Instead of completing his 
cycle, he will remain there like a tree blasted 
by lightning :—“ The Lord shall consume the 
wicked one with the breath of His mouth” 
(2 Thess. ii. 8). St. Jerome also sees here the 
latter “half week” of years in Dan. ix. 24 
(Comm. in Dan. vii., t. v., p. 671) :—see Note 
D atthe end of this chapter. 

The “Historical” school generally (e.g. 
Elliott) counts from the edict of Justinian 
which styles the Pope the * Head of all the 
Churches ” (A.D. 533), or from the confirma- 
tory edict of Phocas (A.D. 606). The former 
date added to 1260 years (or 42 months, see 
on ch. xi. 2) giving 1793—the date of the 
First French Revolution, which struck a 
blow at the Pope’s supremacy; the. latter 
date similarly giving 1866, a year still future 
when Elliott wrote:—see Note E at the 
end of this chapter. 

One of the earliest attempts to apply the 


v. 7—8.] 


blasphemy against God, to blaspheme 
his name, and his tabernacle, and 
them that dwell in heaven. 

7 And it was given unto him to 
make war with the saints, and to 
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overcome them: and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. 

8 And all that dwell upon the 


earth shall worship him, whose names 








predictions of the Apocalypse to historical 
events is that of Dionysius of Alex. who 
applied to a contemporary, the Emperor 
Valerian, this description of the Beast. 
Valerian reigned for * seven? years. (A.D. 
253-260), and his persecution of the Church 
lasted during the latter “42 months,” or 33 
years of his reign (Euseb, H. E., vii. 10). 

It is important to notice that it never 
occurred to Irenæus, when writing of the 
mysterious number 666 (see on ver. 18), to 
identify the Beast with Nero. Nor indeed 
did this idea, as Rationalists hold it, occur to 
those early writers on the Apoc.—not even 
to Victorinus (see Note E on ch. xvii. 11)— 
who thought that the Beast or his “ Head; ” 
represented Emperors of Rome: see on ver. 3. 

As a “Preterist” Mr. Maurice makes the 
42 months to “ denote the whole of that time 
of lawlessness which preceded the accession 
of Vespasian " (p. 239). 

6. for blasphemies agaizst God,| See 
«v. 1l; and cf. ver. 5. 


to blaspheme His name,| For the nature of 
this sin see Lev. xxiv. 16; it is the note of 
God's servants *to fear His name" :—see 
ch. xi. 18; Deut. xxviii. 58. 

and his tabernacle] The Temple of God 
bears this name of “Tabernacle” or “ tent” 
which was its original form; because the 
Church, which the Tabernacle designates, is 
now once more in the wilderness (ch. xii. 
6,14). See Ex. xxvi. 1. 

[even] them that dwell in the heaven.| 
Or *have their tabernacle" there. Omit 
* and”—see vv. l]. On the connexion be- 
tween the Temple and those that worship in 
it, cf. ch. xi. 1;—and on Heaven as the abiding 
place of the faithful, see ch. iii. 12 ; xii. 12; 
ipn 2o Heb. xii. 22. 

Düsterd. reading “and them that,’ &c., 
sees here three kinds of blasphemy, —(1) 
against God's Name; (2) against his Taber- 
nacle; (3) against those to whom God has 
opened heaven as a Tabernacle. 


7. And it was given unto bim to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome tbem:] (On 
the omission of these words, see wv. //.). 
This clause exactly resumes what had been 
said by anticipation in ch. xi. 7—‘ the Saints H 
here corresponding to “the Witnesses” there. 
Both passages rest on Dan. vii. 21, where 
what is said of the “Little Horn” is here 
applied to the Beast (see on ver. 5); while 





Dan. vii. 22 supplies the Church with conso- 
lation under this prospect; cf. also ch. ii. 10, 
and see Hengst. iz Joc. ** The Saints,” accord- 
ing to the usage of the N. T. are the believers 
on earth—see Acts ix. 32; Rom. xv. 25; 
I Cor. vi 1; &c. Cf. “the rest of ber seed," 
ch. xii. 17. For a different result of the 
conflict see ch. xii. r1; xvii. 14. 


and there was given unto him 
authority] See vv. //. The verse begins 
with these words in many very ancient autho- 
rities—A, C, P, Ir., And. 

over every tribe and people and 
tongue and nation.] See vv. /L This 
fourfold enumeration embraces all the 
dwellers upon earth,—see on ch. v. 9. Mede 
notes here: “Prima ejus expeditio incu- 
buit in Albigenses et Waldenses.” Renan 
understands the war which the Roman 
Empire (the Beast) waged against the Jews, 
adding: “The author [St. John] seems on 
the whole favourable to the Jewish revolt."— 
p- 413. 

8. And all that dwell on the earth shall 
worship him,| T.e., the Beast, regarded as 
Antichrist; or, as some interpret, the accus. 
masc. “him” (see vv. Il.) implies that the 
worship of the * Dragon” is now meant—the 
worship of the * Dragon" following this de- 
scription of the Beast, as the worship in ver. 
4 follows the description in ver. 3 ; and the 
future tense (not the past as in ver. 4) sig- 
nifying that the worship of the * Dragon" is to 
be the result of the activity of his instrument 
the Beast (see ver. 7):—so Düsterd. The 
masc. pronoun proves, writes Stern, that not 
an abstract antichristian principle is meant by 
the Beast, but a concrete, definite personality. 
Hengst. refers the masc. pronoun to the 
“ King" in whom the Beast is personified 
(ch. xvii. 11). 

[everyone] whose name] See vv. Z. 

is not written im the book of life) Or 
hath not been written, See on ch. iii, 5; 
xvii. 8. 

of the Lamb that hath been slain) See 


ch. v. 12. In ch. xxi. 27 it is simply * the 
Lamb’s book of life.” 


Jom the foundation of the world.| See 
Heban T hetero, 20cnand. er Matt 
xxv. 34; Eph.i.4. Bp. Pearson writes: “ As 
he was ‘the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world, so all atonements which were 


8o 


are not written in the book of life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. 

9 If any man have an ear, let him 
hear. 


REVELATION. XIII. 


[v. 9—10. 


10 He that leadeth into captivity 
shall go into captivity : t 
killeth with the sword must be killed 
with the sword. Here is the patience 
and the faith of the saints. 








ever made, were only effectual by his blood." 
—On the Creed, Art. x: see ch. xii. rr. 
“That death of Christ which was fore- 
ordained ‘from the foundation of tbe world, is 
said to have taken place in the counsels of 
Him with whom the end and the beginning 
are one " (Alford). 

Relying, however, on ch. xvii. 8, many (Ham- 
mond, Bengel, Stuart, Ewald, Hengst., Bleek, 
Diisterd., Burger, &c.) connect “from the 
J'oundation of the world” with “written.” ‘The 
theological significance of this interpretation 
is thus expressed by Dr. D. Brown (The 
Second Advent, p. 202): * As to the Book of 
Life ... itis all but unanimously under- 
stood to denote the book of God's elect.... 
It is a catalogue of the names of all that are 
destined to life everlasting;....as having 
the ‘names’ of all that are in it ‘written 
from the foundation of the world’ (ch. xvii. 
8; xiii, 8), it teaches the origin of the choice 
of each and all of them in the everlasting 
electing love of God..... When those ‘on 
the left hand’ find not one of their names 
in the book of life, they will discern therein 
God’s eternal purpose, that they should be 
left to show what a fallen state is, . . . and that 
what God might righteously have done with 
all, He resolved to do with them as ‘vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction ’—to glorify his 
justice in their everlasting destruction." (On 
this conclusion, cf. the note on ch, iii. 5). 

Observe that in this description of the first 
Beast there is something wanting to com- 
plete our idea of Antichrist ; there is none of 
that hypocrisy and deceivableness which other 
parts of Scripture lead one to expect. This 
is supplied by the second Beast (ver. r1) ; see 
2 Thess. ii.; 1 John ii. 18. 


9. If any man hath an ear,| The note of 
solemn attention, see ch. ii. 7 :—what is to be 
heard follows in ver. rio. For a pause of a 
like nature, see ch. xiv. 12; xvi. 15. 

10. If any man [is] for captivity, 
into captivity he goeth:] See vv. //.:— 
if not read in the text, the words *into 
captivity” are to be understood. Words. 
translates “If anyone [/eadetb] into cap- 
tivity, he goeth into captivity," nearly as 
A.V. The abstract term captivity is used for 
captives— qui in captivitatem duxerit, ipse 
capietur.” . The form of words is taken from 

er. Xv. 2; xliii. 11; cf. Zech. xi 9:—see 
Note F at the end of this chapter. 
if any man shall kill with the sword, 


he must be killed with tbe sword.) (Cf. 
Matt. xxvi. 52). This verse is designed 
either as a consolation, or as a warning. As 
a consolation, it intimates that the perse- 
cutors of the Church shall experience the 
vengeance of God, and suffer the same evils 
as they had inflicted on the saints (Deut. 
xxxii. 43);—so Vitringa (p. 608), and this 
same note rings through the Apoc. (see ch. 
xvii. 5,6; xix.2; cf. ch. vi. 10). As a avarz- 
ing, it foreshows the fate of Christians in the 
days of the Beast’s persecution—so Alford: 
* As was the order of God's wrath towards 
His people of old, so shall it be with His 
saints under the persecution of the Beast.’ 

The former sense seems to be the true one; 
especially if we consider the import of the 
words which follow as to “the patience of 
the saints,” showing that the Empire of the 
Beast would be of wide extent, and of long 
duration (Words.). 

“ Here” therefore, in the consolation just 
given, is the ground and source of 


the patience and the faith of the saints.| 
See ch. xiv. 12. * Here,” i.e., during the rage - 
of the Beast,is the place for patience: and 
faith : in the endurance of persecution, must 
the patience—the " «vzsdozm" (ver. 18; ch. 
xvii. 9)—of the faithful show itself. 

Godet, dwelling on this reference to the 
saying of our Lord toSt. Peter in Matt. xxvi. 
52, writes: “ In order that there may be no 
doubt as to the meaning, he adds: * Here is 
the patience and the faith of the saints. What 
he asks from the saints is resignation in face of 
persecuting violence ” (Sz. John, vol.i. p. 274). 

Ebrard points to three formule of exhor- 
tation:—(1) That which is given here; (2) 
The token of the Beast given in ver. 18 lest 
the saints should be deceived; (3) That 
given in ch. xiv. 12, 13. 

So far, notes Mede, as to the “Secular 
Beast "— see on ver. r5. 


THE BEAST FROM THE EARTH (11-18). 


11. And I saw another beast] - Of the same 
nature therefore as the Beast in ver. 1, with 
whom he is contemporaneous (ch. xix. 20). 
Mention is often made of the first Beast 
without the second (ch. xi. 7; xiii. 1; xvii. 3, 
8, 11, &c.), but never of the second without 
the first. As Irenæus noticed (4dv. Her., v. 
28, 2, p. 326), the Beast from “the earth” is 
identical with the “ False Prophet” (“Post 
deinde et de armigero ejus quem et pseudo- 


ahe that a Matt. 


v. 11.] 


II And I beheld another beast 
coming up out of the earth ; and he 
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had two horns like a lamb, and he 
spake as a dragon. 





prophetam vocat”);—compare ch. xix. 20 
with ch. xiii. 13, 14; and see ch. xvi. 13; 
XX. Io (cf. Matt. vii. 15; xxiv. 11, 24, 25). 

There is no Beast mentioned in the pro- 
phecies of Daniel directly corresponding to 
this other Beast, or the “ False Prophet,” 
though we have seen in wv. 5, 7, that certain 
particulars in the description of the “ Little 
Horn"— viz. “the mouth speaking great 
things" and the making “war with the 
Saints" (Dan. vii. 8, 21)—are found in the 
former Beast of this chapter. The “ Little 
Horn,” however, has a special feature to which 
there is nothing analogous in the first Apoca- 
lyptic Beast—namely *eyes like the eyes of 
man,” or the symbol of intelligence. This 
symbol answers to the character of the second 
Beast as * False Prophet.” Accordingly we 
have, in this chapter, this oze symbol of 
Daniel reflected under ¢wo forms. The 
emblem of Antichrist in Old Test. prophecy 
is now represented by zavo figures—those of 
the Beast and False Prophet—which are con- 
trasted with, and correspond in number to 
the “ Tao Witnesses”: see on ch. xi. 3. It 
may also be that as the first Beast is the 
Anti-Christ, so this second Beast, or * False 
Prophet,” is the Anti-Pneuma (or * Opponent 
of the Holy Spirit’); and thus, the 7z«vo 
Beasts with the “ Dragon” (see ch. xvi. 13) 
form a hellish trinity, in contrast to the 
Divine Trinity of ch. i. 4-6 (see De Burgh, 
p. 265; Ebrard, s. 263; Gebhardt, s. 247; 
Burger, s. 210). Or differently :— 

We have not here, notes Bisping, “the 
many false prophets” of Matt. xxiv. 11; 
1 John iv. r, but ‘antichristian prophecy,’ in 
the last times, converging to one personal 
agent,—a false Elijah (see ver. 13) who shall 
prepare the way for Antichrist. 

Haupt (The First Ep. of St. John, Engl. tr., 
p. 115) on 1. John ii. 18, asserts that “ Scrip- 
ture gives us to discern in the ways of God, 
that every principle is finally presented in its 
concentration in one person”; and considers 
that *the two diverse presentations of the 
Beast in the Apoc." are combined by St. Paul 
in 2 Thess. ii, “into one sole picture,"— 
“the Man of Sin,’ borrowed from the de- 
scription of Daniel, and being, according to 
that analogy, a worldly potentate. How this 
combination of the many-headed Beast (or 
power of the world opposed to God) and *' the 
lamb-like Beast" (or anti-christian pseudo- 
prophecy) comes to pass, the Apocalypse 
gives a hint in ch. xiii. 15, when it says: “It 
was given unto him " (Ze., tothe Beast repre- 
senting pseudo-prophecy) “ to give breath to 
the image of the Beast that the image of the 


Beast should speak (ver. 15).” It is not until 
the hostile ungodly power of the world re- 
ceives the spirit of pseudo-prophecy opposed 
to God—i.e., until both forms of opposition 
are united in one—that this enmity is raised 
to its highest form of activity. 


coming up out of the earth;| Another cor- 
respondence with Daniel :—the four symbolic 
forms, in Dan. vii. 3, to which the “ Little 
Horn" belongs, came up from “the sea,” as 
the first Beast here in ver. 1; but they shall 
also “arise out of the earth” (Dan. vii. 17), 
as we are now told of the second Apocalyptic 
Beast. In this the character of the second 
Beast is symbolized: “ ‘The wisdom that 
cometh not down from above is earthly, 
sensual, devilish;"— James iii. 15. 

Hengst. compares John viii. 23;—I. Williams 
understands by “ out of the earth,” “from the 
visible Church of God;” and he thinks that 
this Beast from the earth “may represent 
what is subsequently seen as the Harlot or 
Babylon ”;—Diisterdieck limits the mention 
of “the earth” to what is said in ver. 12 as 
to the exercise of this Beast’s power over 
the earth and its inhabitants ;—According 
to Alford the first Beast was an Empire 
rising up out of confusion into order; while 
this Beast from “the earth” arises out of 
human society and its progress [a view which 
Burger rejects as unscriptural]: and Alf. ex- 
plains this as setting forth * the sacerdotal per- 
secuting power,” both Pagan and Christian— 
not Paganmerely (as Hammond, Grot., Ewald, 
De Wette, Hengst., Diisterd. maintain), or 
Christian merely (as Elliott and others hold, 
who “ would limit it to the priesthood of the 
Papacy ”), but symbolizing both ;—The True 
Prophets, notes Burger, announced to Israel 
the counsels of God; this “ False Prophet” 
announces to mankind the counsels of the 
“Prince of this World ;"—Stuart observes 
that Satan is Prince of the powers of the air ; 
the first Beast rises from the sea; here the 
second Beast is from the earth [or as Stuart 
translates “from the land" as opposed to 
“the sea” |; and thus all the elements are 
stirred up against Christians (ii. p. 273) ;—De 
Lyra made the Beast of ver. 1 to be the son 
of the Persian Chosroes, and the lamb-like 
Beast to be Mohammed ;—The second Beast, 
writes Sir I. Newton (p. 467), was the Greek 
Empire; the first Beast was the Empire 
divided between Gratian and Theodosius ;— 
Mr. Birks understands that the two Beasts 
of this chapter denote the civi] and ecclesias- 
tical Latin Empire. 

two horns like unto a lamb,] T.e., like the 
horns of a lamb—cf. ch. ix. ro. On the 
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12 Andhe exerciseth all the power 
of the first beast before him, and 
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[verge 


causeth the earth and them which 
dwell therein to worship the first 





word rendered “Jamb”? see on ch. v. 6. 
Words. suggests that this word (arnion) may 
have been chosen in order to mark its anti- 
thesis to the word rendered Beast (¢herion) 
—see on ver. 1. The Lamb in ch. v. 6 has 
Seven Horns, and Hengst. supposes that the 
tavo horns of the lamb in this verse denote his 
inferiority in power to Christ. No further 
description is given of the form of this beast, 
such as is given of the former Beast in ver. 1 
and in ch. xvii. 3; and Diisterd. thinks that 
nothing more is meant than that this emblem 
of the “ False Prophet” appears in form as a 
* Jamb”—innocent and harmless in appear- 
ance, though speaking as a “dragon.” Al- 
though the absence of the definite article does 
not directly point to “ The Lamb” in ch. xiv. 1, 
nevertheless the use of a term applied else- 
where some twenty-eight times in this Book to 
Christ, and only to Him, cannot fail to indicate 
here the working of Anti-Christ. Note, that 
our Lord, in Matt. vii. 15, describes “ false 
prophets” as coming “in sheep’s clothing.” 

According to Hippolytus (“ Ancolitus” Ze., 
p. 26) the *zavo Horns” represent the Law 
and the Prophets; and he thence infers that 
this second Beast is to be outwardly fair, 
although inwardly a ravening wolf. 

By the “two Horns” Mede understands 
the “ power of binding and loosing,” claimed 
by the Roman Pontiff ;—Vitringa, the Francis- 
can and the Dominican Orders ;—Elliott, the 
Regular and the Secular Clergy. 


and he spake as a dragon.] The absence of 
the definite article again forbids a direct 
reference to “the Dragon” of ch. xii. 3; xiii. 
4; but we cannot doubt that the treacherous 
and seductive character ascribed to this lamb- 
like Beast in ver. 14, is included in the name 
of that evil power which is described in ch. 
xii. 9 as Dragon, Serpent, Devil, Satan, and 
points to Gen. ili. 1. 

Krenkel (/.c., s. 59), noting that ^ Hebrew 
antiquity knows nothing of a speaking dra- 
gon," thinks that we should translate here 
“speaks as a serpent,” according to Gen. iii. 
He observes that “dragon” is used as equi- 
valent to “serpent” in the Clement. Hom. (ii. 
32, 34):—see Note B on ch. xii. 3. 

Stern notes that as before the Second 
Advent Enoch and Elijah (ch. xi. 3) will 
preach the kingdom of Christ, so a “ False 
Prophet,” enslaved to Satan, will strive to gain 
adherents to Antichrist. 

As a “Preterist” Mr. Maurice makes this 
Beast from “ the earth” to be that which sus- 
tained the Imperial tyranny of Rome,—namely, 
the religion of Rome (p. 243). 

Among rationalistic *Preterists," Renan (p. 


414) having observed that this symbol of the 
second Beast is by no means clear, nevertheless 
thinks that vv. 14-17 may indicate the thau- 
maturgy of the * mathematician " Babillus of 
Ephesus (Suet, Nero 36; Tac. Hist., i. 22), 
or the legends as to Simon Magus (4 c., p. 
434). Réwille, indeed, positively fixes on 
Simon Magus, whom St. John and St. Peter 
encountered at Samaria, Acts viii. 9-24 (/. c., 
p. 130). Krenkel understands by this Beast 
a spiritual power—the embodiment of False 
Prophecy—in the service of the Roman 
Empire (the first Beast), the existence of 
which in Cent. i.is proved by the references 
in Suetonius (Nero 36) and Tacitus (-4nz., vi. 
21) to “ Astrologers,” * Mathematicians,” 
* Chaldzans?" The chief type of the “ False 
Prophet,’ according to Krenkel (ss. 80-82), 
was the historian Josephus, whom St. John 
thus notices as having abandoned the cause of 
his country (Sueton., Vespas. 5; Joseph., B. J. 
iii. 8,9). Volkmar goes farther still, and holds 
that, in vv. 11-17, St. John is describing St. 
Paul as the “ False Prophet” (see on ch. ii. 2), 
or, perhaps, the Pauline party in the Church. 
Volkmar also asserts that Rom. xiii. 1-11 is 
a perfect commentary on St. John's description 
here of the second Beast:—“ As the Anti- 
christ of this Book is certainly Nero, so - 
certain is it that his Christian prophet (Vor- 
redner) is Paul” (s. 205). This is too much 
even for Keim (7. c., s. 160)—who however 
sees a reference to the “ Paulinian party " in 
ch. ii. 2: see as to this question Note A on 
ch. iii. 19. Reuss merely says,— False pro- 
phecy, by which men are seduced and led to 
worship the frst Beast” or the Roman Empire, 
ch. xvii. (Lc., p. 378). And in his commentary 
he adds that, in the absence of details supplied 
to the author by the Old Test., we remark, 
in cases similar to the present, “un certain 
défaut de force plastique.”—iz loc. 


12. And he exerciseth all the authority] 
ILe., * performs all the acts of authority '—like 
the phrase “to do the will,’ John iv. 34 ; vi. 
38, &c.: he performs them not, as the frst 
Beast, by his direct power, but by words, 
and miracles, and signs. This verse, notes 
Burger, exhibits “this second Beast as a 
parody of the Holy Ghost” (see on ver. 11); 
and he refers to John xvi. 13, 14. 


of the first beast in his sight.] Under his 
supervision—cf. ch. viii. 2; Deut. i. 38. Not- 
withstanding his lamb's form, he exercises all 
the authority of the symbolic: wild beast, 
which represents the other aspect of anti- 
christian power, in its presence and in its ser- 
vice—see ver. 14; ch. xix. 20. 


v. 13-—14.] 


beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. 
I3 And he doeth great wonders, 
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from heaven on the earth in the sight 
of men, 
14 And deceiveth them that dwell 


so that he maketh fire come down on the earth by the means of those 





And he maketh the earth and them 
which dwell therein) Hengst. notes, not 
absolutely all inhabitants of earth, but the 
earthly-minded, cf. Phil. iii. 19, and see on 
yer. 6. 

to worship the first beast, Gr. “that 
they shall worship” :—for this construc- 
tion, characteristic of St. John, see on ch. iii. 
9, and Introd., § 7, IV. (P). 


whose death-stroke was healed.| See 
ver. 3. The relation between the two Beasts 
or two forms of Antichrist—the secular 
World-power, and the spiritual World- 
power—is expressed in this verse. To the 
former Beast the “ Dragon” had given his ex- 
ternal power (ver. 4); to the J/atter intel- 
lectual gifts—the understanding to speak “ as 
4 dragon"; see on ver. rr. The “ False 
Prophet” who causes the dwellers on earth to 
worship the Beast symbolizes the deification 
ofthe World and of the World-power. The 
old heathenism of the world had been, in 
point of fact, an apotheosis of created Nature, 
and this is still to be the work of Antichrist: 
“This,” writes Auberlen, “is the new 
heathenism sunk back into deification of 
nature and humanity, and of which it cannot 
be predicted what forms of folly and beast- 
nature it shall yet assume " (4. c., p. 31e). 

* By the Seven-headed, Ten-horned Beast ; 
the Two-horned False Prophet; and Babylon 
the Mother of Harlots” (ch. xvii.), Mede 
understands * the state and kingdom of Apos- 
tasie.” .. .“ The Kingdom of Apostasie was 
to be the Roman Empire :"—the Beast, which 
has “ Ten Horns” on the seventh “ Head," 
upon the recovery of a deadly wound in one 
of his “ Heads,” rises from the sea and succeeds 
to the power of the “ Dragon,” * blaspheming 
God by another idolatrous worship." “This 
I would call Anti-christendom. ‘The King of 
this Apostatical Kingdom is the Two-horned 
False Prophet, the Roman Bishop " (p. 922). 

I. Williams notes that no explanation is 
given of this second Beast as there is of the 
first Beast and of the Harlot in ch. xvii. 
Observe also that Babylon, or the Harlot 
which sits upon the first Beast (ch. xvii. 5), 
arises after the “False Prophet” (ch. xiv. 8), 
and appears to be destroyed before him,—see 
ch. xvili.; xix. 20. 

Renan is compelled to admit the difficulty 
which this verse creates for the rationalistic 
theory that the ove head of the Beast “ smitten 
unto death" signifies the Emperor Nero: 
“There is. here,” he writes, “a confusion 


between the entire Beast with ‘ Seven Heads’ 
(the Roman Empire) and the Head ‘smitten 
unto death’ (Nero)" (p. 414). Observe 
however, that this so-called “ confusion" be- 
tween the wounded Head and the entire 
Beast is twice insisted upon by St. John 
himself, —viz. here,and in ver. 14. See Introd., 
$ 4, b. 

13. And he doeth great signs] Or 
miracles (onpeia)—the word always used 
by St. John. That Antichrist is to possess 
miraculous power is, indeed, intimated by 
our Lord and by St. Paul (Matt. xxiv. 245 
2 Thess. ii. 9); but we cannot doubt that 
there is also a reference to the wonderful 
power over Nature which the spirit of man 
has attained to, and which has too often 
been abused to the deification of Nature 
and her laws, and to the disparagement ot 
the Divine action which is ever present in 
Creation. 

Many refer here to the magical arts com- 
mon under heathenism ; and Victorinus (Cent. 
ii.) comments: * Even at this day the magi- 
cians perform such signs by the aid of the 
fallen Angels? (7. c., p. 62). 

so ibat be even maketh fire to come 
down out of heaven to the earth| Or, that 
he should even make fire to come 
down] On the constr. with iva, see Introd., 
§ 7, IV. (f). 

We have here another analogy to the de- 
scription of the “ Tavo Witnesses ” -—see on ch. 
Xi.5. Writing on Luke ix. 54, Abp. Trench 
notes: * How mighty a power this was in the 
eyes of [Tames and John] is evidenced by the 
fact that when in the Apoc. [John] records 
the great wonders and lying signs of the False 
Prophet, the only sign which he specially 
names” is that spoken of here.—Studies in the 
Gospels, p. 219. It is to be observed that this 
is the miracle which Christ forbade to be 
repeated if attempted in its literal sense.— 
Luke ix. 55, 56. 


14. And he deceiveth them that dwell on 
the earth] See on ver. 12. 

by reason of the signs] On the prep. 
(8.4) with the accus. cf. ch. i. 95 iv. 1r; xii 
11. Forthe word “signs,” see on ver. 13. 

which it was given unto bim 7o do] 
Cf. ver. 7, and ch. vi. 4. ; 

saying to them] The part. (Aéyov) is in the 
nom.,—out of constr. as in ch. xi. 1: cf. below 
the masc. relative “ who." ‘The use of the 
masculine gender here and in ver. 8 Burger 
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miracles which he had power to do 
in the sight of the beast; saying to 
them that dwell on the earth, that 
they should make an image to the 
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[v. 15. 


beast, which had the wound by a 
sword, and did live. 


15 And he had power to give 'life 5S, 


unto the image of the beast, that the 





insists upon as proving “ that by the Beast a 
man is represented." 


that they should make an image to tbe beast, ] 
Le., in his honour (see on ver. r5). The 
foundation of this symbolism is to be 
found in the erection of statues to the Roman 
Emperors to which divine honours were 
paid. Thus Pliny writes to Trajan, shortly 
after the Apoc. was written, how he made it 
an ordeal for the Christians to offer incense 
before the image of the Emperor (“Cum 
imagini tue, quam propter hoc jusseram cum 
simulacris numinum afferri, thure ac vino 
supplicarent.”—Epp., x. 97). We may also 
refer to “the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
magnified royalty" in Dan. iii. (see notes on 
Dan. Jii r, 14, 15). ‘This worship of the 
Beast through his image denotes, as stated 
on ver. 12, the deification of the World and 
the World-power throughout the conflict 
between the Church and Antichrist. 

Note: the “Image of the Beast” is men- 
tioned ten times—four times in this chapter, 
and in ch. xiv. 9, 11; XV. 23 XYL 2; XIX. 20; 


Xxx 

The “ Ten-horned Beast," notes Mede (p. 
421), isjoined with the “ False Prophet,” three 
times ch. XVI. 1:3; xix 205 xx. 10, When 
“the Beast” is joined with his “ Image”— 
COXIN ON TIS x52 y XVI. 23 X TX oO S DE rq 
the “Beast” is the “ False Prophet”; and 
the “ Image” is the Seven-headed Beast re- 
stored to the image of his former state as in 
ver. 3:—the “ False Prophet” was its restorer 
(ver. 15), and by his will the “Image” is 
ruled (vv. 12, 15). 

Words. understands by the “ Image” the 
“ personification of the Papacy in the visible 
form of the Pontiff for the time being;” and 
the “worship” the “ Adoratio Pontificis” 
prescribed in the “ Czremoniale Romanum” to 
be performed after each Papal election ; “ it 
was performed to [Pope Pius IX.] on 
Wednesday, 17th June, 1846." Elliott sees 
here the Papal General Councils of Western 
Europe, which answer to the symbol of the 
“image” of the Ten-horned Beast, ż. e., of 
* Papal Antichristendom, and Antichrist.” 

who hath the stroke of the sword, 
and lived.] Note, the pron. is masc. (see 
vv. ll.), showing the personality of the former 
Beast :—cf. above the gender of “ saying.” 

* As with Daniel," notes Keil,—who takes 
the first Apocalyptic Beast to be the fourth 
Beast which Daniel (vii. y, 8) had seen as 
the * Little Horn,"—" the World-power and 


its representative are conceived of as one and 
the same, so here also with John. This is 
seen in the insensible transition of the neuter 
to the masculine (rà 6npíe ôs €xeu).”—On 
Daniel, Engl. tr., p. 277. 

It is important to observe again that the 
wound of oze of the Heads is here ascribed 
to the whole Beast:—see on ver. 3, and the 
remark of Renan quoted on ver. 12. 


15. And it was given [unto him] 7o 
give life to it,] Gr. breath—as in marg. ; 
or spirit, and therefore “life.” See wv. IlL.— 
the pronoun is in the feminine (aùrĝ). If the 
pron. is taken to be masculine (with X, B, 1), 
render, And it was given unto him to 
give life to the image; andso A.V. Cf. 
VU. 7, 14. 

[even] to the image of the beast,| In this 
verse commentators see a reference to the 
power of speech ascribed to images of the 
gods. Grotius quotes Roman historians as 
to the fact of speaking statues—those e.g. of 
Juno Moneta, of Fortuna Muliebris, of Sil- 
vanus. Renan refers in proof of this to 
Valerius Max. (I., viii. 3-5); and to the wor- 
ship claimed for the effigies of the Emperors. 
It is not impossible that St. John may have 
intended here to signify that demon-power 
which was present in heathen idolatry, and 
to which St. Paul refers in 1 Cor. x. 19, 20. 
Nor again is it unlikely that he may have re- 
ferred to the * worship" which * the spirit of 
the age" at all times receives, owing to the 
unconscious influence exercised by it over 
the minds of men. Indeed, that “ art-wor- 
ship" of which we hear so much at the 
present day seems to be leading men to the 
idolatry of a new heathenism. 


that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause| “The Image” is the subject of 
both verbs. Eichhorn and Hengst. regard 
the second Beast as the nom. to “cause,” 
rendering: “that the image of the beast 
should evenspeak; and that he should 
cause” &c.—see ver. 12. According to the 
Codex Sinaiticus (see ww. //.) the sense is: 
that even the image of the beast 
should speak; and he shall cause &c. 

Words. explains: “The Papal Hierarchy 

. . give breath to the image which they 
themselves have made [the Pope], and then 
the image speaks.” According to Bisping, all 
this will be fulfilled literally in the last days. 


that as many as should not worship the . 


image of the beast] See vv. ll. :—cf. ch. iii. 9. 


v. 16.] 


image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not 


worship the image of the beast should 
be killed. 





“The Image of tbe Beast” is found three 
times in this verse, signifying, doubtless, how 
great is the degree of this apostasy. 

Should be &illed.] Pliny’s letter to Trajan 
(see on ver. 14) has been quoted as the 
foundation of this symbolism (* supplicium 
minatus, perseverantes duci jussi ”). 

This verse is, perhaps, the most difficult 
part of this most obscure description. In 
conformity with what has been already said 
of the nature of the two Beasts, may we not 
see in the “ Image” of the first Beast those 
forms of seduction in which that emblem of 
the material World-power is reflected, and to 
which the second Beast, or intellectual World- 
power gives their vitality,—thus causing men 
(see ver. 14) to make of such objects 
“images” to receive their worship? Just 
before St. John writes “even now there are 
many Antichrists” (1 John ii. 18), he had 
written (ver. 16): “ All that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world ;’—and may not the 
temporal losses of those who disregard the 
appeals of ambition, or intellectual pride, or 
sensuality, or covetousness, be here symbol- 
ized by the fate of the early believers who 
would not join in the idolatrous practices of 
the heathen? 

Mede (see on wv. 1o, 14) interprets here: 
—“ The ‘False Prophet’ [the Pope,— 
* Bestia Bicornis seu Pontifex Romanus] gives 
to the ‘Secular Beast’ [see on ver. 10] the 
power of putting to death those whom he 
shall have condemned for heresy [‘ hzreseos, 
ut vocant, seu Imaginis violate ’—that is to 
say ‘Imaginis seu Bestie Secularis idolola- 
rice |."—Dp. 509. 

16. And be causetb all] Persons of all 
ranks and conditions, as in ch. vi. 15; xi. 18; 
Sikes, i Eon che. consir.. cf ver; 12. Tbe 
subject of the verb is either “the Image,” or 
the Beast of ver. 11; doubtless the latter :— 
see on ver. 15. 

the small and the great, and the 
rich and the poor, and the free and 
the bond, that there be given unto 
them] Gr, “that they give unto them” 
—see vv. ll; ie. “that men should give 
unto them,” or stamp on them,—the plural 
impersonal as in ch. xii. 6; xvi. 15. Words. 
would render “to cause all men to give 
themselves a mark ”—“ intimating compul- 
sion, under the semblance of choice,” "they 
assume it voluntarily” (cf. ch. xiv. 9, 11; 
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16 And he causeth all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and 


bond, 'to receive a mark in their Gr. zə 
give. 


right hand, or in their foreheads : 


Xvi. 2; xix. 20; xx. 4); so Grotius, Bleek; 
Düsterd. Burger, &c. De Wette gives the 
two versions: *dass Allen ein Maalzeichen 
gemacht wird;" and “dass Alle sich ein 
Maalzeichen machen." 


a mark on their right band, or upon 
their forehead;] (See vv. //.). The badge 
of Antichrist, in contrast to the *sign upon 
thine hand” and the “memorial between 
thine eyes,” given to the people of God— 
Ex. xiii. 9; Deut. vi. 8; xi. 18. Archbishop 
'Trench (see on ch. iii. 12), observing that 
the redeemed have *the name of God or 
the seal of God, on their foreheads (ch. vii. 3 ; 
iX. 4; Xiv. 1; xxii. 4) with probable allusion 
to the golden plate inscribed with the name 
Jehovah ” (Ex. xxviii. 36-38), adds : “ Exactly 
in the same way, in the hellish caricature of 
the heavenly kingdom, the votaries of the 
Beast are stigmatics, having bis name upon 
their foreheads.” — The Epp. to tbe Seven 
Churches, p. 183. In Matt. xxiii. 5 we read of 
the * phylacteries" or “frontlets” called by 
the modern Jews Tephi/lim,—see Smith's Dict. 
of tbe Bible, art. * Frontets;" see, too, the 
note on Ezek.ix. 4. For the Divine seal, of 
which there is bere the unholy imitation, see 
on ch. vii. 3; xiv. r. 

Commentators also refer this “mark” or 
“brand” either to the heathen custom of 
branding slaves and soldiers (hence called 
ortyparia) in token of their obedience to 
their master or general (3 Macc. ii. 29); or 
to the branding slaves attached to some 
temple ( epóðovňot) ; as well as other persons 
devoted to the service of some deity :—thus 
Lucian, De dea Syra, 59 [oritovra: 8€ mávres 
oi uév € € kaproùs, oi è és abxévas] supplies 
an excellent illustration of the passage here. 
Herodotus (ii. 113) also mentions the brand- 
ing the temple slaves at Canopus with the 
sacred sign of Serapis :—as to the use of ima- 
gery borrowed from heathen customs, see 
on ch. ii ro; vii. 9. The stigmata men- 
tioned in Gal. vi. 17 are likewise cited (cf. 
Bishop Lightfoot, zz loc., and see Philo. De 
Monarch. i. 8, vol. ii. p. 221); implying that 
consecration to the service of the Beast is 
what is signified here. 

Reuss notes that this “mark” (yápaypa) 
means an incision or “cutting” such as was 
forbidden under the Old Law to the people 
of God (Lev. xix. 28). 

Hippolytus (^ Ancolitus,” Lc, p. 26) ex- 
plains the * mark " on the hand to mean slavish 
obedience; and the “mark” on the forehead 
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17 And that no man might buy 
or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name. " 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him 
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[v. 17—18. 


that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the 
number of a man; and his num- 
ber zs Six hundred threescore and 
six. 





to symbolize that men will exalt the Beast, as 
the forehead elevates a crown. 


17. that no man should be able] Omit 
And—see vv. ll The purpose and the 
result of imprinting the “mark.” 


to buy orto sell] T.e., to carry on social 
intercourse :—see on ch. xviii. 11; and cf. 1 
Mace. xii. 36 ; xiil. 49. 

Ancient expositors (Primasius, Beda, 
Haymo, quoted by Words.) see in the mark 
of the Beast an imitation of the Church's 
Creed, Symbolum —a term which (in the 
plural) also means, in the language of com- 
merce, a covenant or treaty. Hence the 
reference to buying and selling, from which 
men are prohibited *unless they have the 
mark of the Beast; as merchants who sail 
in the same ship are known by the same 
sign.” And Aquinas (3, qu. 63, 3, 3, vol. xxiv., 
p. 311) says that the * Mark of the Beast" 
is the “ professio illiciti cults? 

By this prohibition Alford understands 
“the commercial and spiritual interdicts 
which have, both by Pagan and by Papal 
persecutors, been laid on nonconfyrmity 
. . . . down to the last remaining civil dis- 
abilities imposed on nonconformity in modern 
Papal or Protestant countries.” 

Godet (Z. c., p. 308) explains: The * Head” 
(ver. 3) which had been healed, and which 
now represents the entire Beast, returns 
as Antichrist (see on ch. xi. 13 ; xvii. 10)— 
as the eighth Head—and persecutes the 
Church (see ver. 6). The Church is now 
declared to be outlawed (“hors la loi^), 
vu. 16, 17 :—“ It is the time of the last perse- 
cutions announced in the //fib Seal.” ‘This 
will be a time, notes Burger, when promises 
such.as that in Matt. x. 41, 42, may acquire 
an unforeseen importance. 

'The meaning of this symbolism Renan 
holds to be that the Roman coinage bore the 
effigy of Nero (see on ver. 18), together with 
the titles ascribing divinity to him which 
the Jews looked upon as blasphemous; and 
that the Romans forced this currency on the 
Jews in all mercantile transactions (p. 419). 
Réville (Z c, p. 120) sees a reference to 
that gradual extension of the right of Roman 
citizenship by Nero, Galba, and others, to 
the remote Provinces, which imposed on the 
Christians the necessity of transacting all 
business, even the most simple, under the 
seal of the Satanic Roman power. Nothing, 
notes Reuss, can show more eloquently 


than these words the precarious state of the 
Christians in face of the state-law under 
Nero. Theirs was a “ religio illicita." 


save he that hath the mark, [even] the 
name of tbe beast] Omit “or” in this place 
—see vv. //. The true text thus tells us that 
the “mark” was “ a name.” 


or the number of bis name.) “The mark” 
consists either of “the name” of the Beast 
written in express letters; or of “the number” 
which is the sum of the numerical value 
of the successive letters of the name — not 
necessarily a proper name : see ch. xix. 13, 16. 
“The number of tbe name” is equally signifi- 
cant with “the name” itself. 


THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST (18). 


18. Here is wisdom.| Gr. the wisdom— 
observe the article. See ver. xo, and ch. xvii. 
9:—a note of attention as in ver. 9. Or, 
* Herein Wisdom shows itself,” in deci- 
phering the letters of the name. 

Auberlen explains (p. 343): “As the first 
Beast is to be met by patience and faith 
(ver. 10), the second Beast must be opposed 
by true wisdom ;"—Ewald takes “ Wisdom” 
(7 copia) to bea wise utterance in the sense of 
the Kabbala, viz. * Here follows the sublime 
saying which is intelligible only to the wise 
Kabbalist;'— Burger writes: * When he 
shall appear whose name gives the number 
666, the Christian who has the true Wisdom 
knows what he has to expect from him.” 

Reuss, having stated that this verse 
“gives in an enigmatic form the historical 
name of Antichrist” (viz. Nero), adds: 
“ This verse is, then, so to speak, the key of 
the whole Book, and the explanation given of 
it will always be the touchstone of every sys- 
tem of Apocalyptic interpretation ” (p. 378). 


He that hath understanding, let him 
count the number of the beast ;| Of the first 
Beast—see ch. xix. 20. The words “the 
number of the Beast” occur only here :—the 
words “the number of bis name," only in 
ver. 17, and in ch. xv. 2. Diisterd., Words., 
Alf., agree in seeing here a challenge to solve 
an enigma which the words that follow pro- 
nounce to be soluble: *It is a human 
number,” says Words., “and not a divine 
number which no one is able to count (see 
ch. vii. 9; xx. 8).” This inference by no 
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means follows from the text. It is not in- 
consistent with the firmest belief in the in- 
spiration of the Apocalypse, to hold that the 
name was unknown even to St. Jolin himself 
(see Lee, On Inspiration, 4th ed. p. 209, &c.). 
At all events, so early a writer as Irenæus 
(who had conversed on this very subject with 
those who had seen St. John “ face to face "— 
see above on ver. 5; and Note G atthe end of 
this chapter) was of opinion that had St. John 
intended the enigma to be solved at that 
time, the Apostle would himself have given 
the solution—see the words quoted, Introd., 
§ 2, (a), No. (10); and later still Andreas 
(l. c., p. 75) observes that if the solution be 
possible it must be left to time to reveal it. 

Jor it is tbe number of a man:]| (Gr. 
“a number of a man"). Note the connexion 
by “for” with the words that precede. The 
meaning is explained to be either (1) a sym- 
bolical number denoting a person—a man and 
bearing the name of a man,—thus implying 
that Antichrist will be a man (Beda); or (2) 
“the number of the Beast” is “the number of 
his name ;” and its being “the number (or a 
number) of a man” signifies that we are to 
count as men usually count: e.g.in ch. xxi. 17 
* à measure of a man” is said to mean an or- 
dinary measure, just as in Isaiah viii. 1 “a 
man's pen " means the instrument which men 
commonly use in writing. Accordingly we are 
to understand by this phrase, *the number 
indicating the name of an individual man" 
(who is to be the Beast or Antichrist), ob- 
tained, by giving the sum of the numerical 
value of the letters of his name. “The me- 
chanism of the problem," as it is called, is 
founded on the Jewish Ghematria, or geo- 
metrical calculation—see below. 

Düsterd. objects against Grotius, Ewald, 
Ziillig, and others who uphold the frst inter- 
pretation, that we should then have had “ the 
number of a certain man” or of ome man” 
(cf. ch. vili. 13); and Ebrard thinks that by 
these words is meant not a mystic symbolical 
number at all,—like the number 144,000 of 
the Sealed, or the 42 months,—but a number 
which can be readily assigned; and he un- 
derstands here by this employment of the 
number 6, the Roman Empire, which is the 
sixth World-monarchy (ch. xvii. 10). 

and his number is Six hundred and sixty 
[and] six.] I. e., the number of the Beast is the 
number of his name—cf. ver. 17, and ch. xv. 
2. This number, 600 + 60 + 6, is repre- 
sented by three different Greek letters, xy, £, $, 
corresponding to these three components; or, 
as in the earlier MSS., it is written in full 
(see vv. I). The remarks of Irenæus on 
the o/d “various reading,” 616—to be found 
in some copies in his day, and still appearing in 
the important codex C and a few cursives 
—are worthy of particular attention: see 


Note G at the end of this chapter. The 
examples given below will explain the 
methods by which it has been sought to 
read the enigma. The method generally 
adopted is that known as the Ghematria 
(Tewperpia) of the Rabbins, and is as old as 
the beginning of the Cabbala; viz. that of 
assigning to each letter of a name its usual 
numerical value, and then giving the sum of 
such numbers as the equivalent of the name. 
Thus in the Sibylline Books (i. 324-331), 
and in the Epistle of St. Barnabas (c. 9), 
our Lord's name, Jesus, written in Greek 
characters, is, we are told, expressed by the 
number 888: viz., I—104-5—8-Fe—200-4-0 
=70+v=400+0=200 —888. 

The great majority of commentators, be- 
ginning with Irenzus, have made use of the 
Greek alphabet for this computation :—it was 
for Greek readers that St. John wrote; it 
was from the Greek alphabet that the formula 
“I am Alpha and Omega " —'* A and Q"— 
(ch.i.8; xxi. 6; xxii. 13) has been taken; St. 
John usually adheres to the LXX. version of 
the Hebrew (e.g. in ch. ii. 27; xii. 5); and he 
usually translates Hebrew words into Greek, 
see on ch. ix. 11. Many, however, select the 
Hebrew alphabet, urging the Hebrew style 
of the entire Book; as well as the fact that 
all the names in the Apocalypse (except Anti- 
pas, ch. ii. 13) are either translated from the 
Hebrew, or left in Hebrew.—Nikolaos, Apol- 
lyon, Diabolos (ch. ii. 6; ix. 11; xii. 9), and 
in ch. xvi. 16 “the place called in the He- 
brew tongue Ar-Mageddon." A third class 
of expositors employ the Roman numerals. 


(1). Of this class of solutions that which 
has, perhaps, received the most general assent 
is one of the explanations of Irenæus (not, how- 
ever, that which he himself most favoured), 
viz. Lateinos, which, written in Greek charac- 
ters, gives: A=30+A=1+T=300+E=5+ 
I=104-N=50+0=70+3= 200-666. By 
this is indicated the Pagan Roman Empire © 
(“ Latini sunt qui nunc regnant," Iren.). 
It also, as Alford zz loc. concludes, em- 
braces “the Latin Empire, the Latin Church, 
Latin Christianity ;" and Alf. goes on to note: 
“Short of saying absolutely that this avas 
the word in St. John's mind, I have the 
strongest persuasion that no other can be 
found approaching so near to a complete 
solution.” In his Prolegomena ($ v. 32), how- 
ever, he declares, “ That itis not 77e solution I 
have a persuasion amounting to certainty." 

Dr. Adam Clarke (Pref. to tbe Rev.,p. 2018) 
observes that the solution given by “J. E. 
Clarke" * amounts nearly to demonstration," 
viz. 7 Aarwi) Bacwe(a,—(n—8 + A—30 + 
a=1I +rT=300 +ı=10+ y=50+n=8)=407 
+ (B=2 + a=1 +c0=200 + t=10 + A—30 
+ e=5 +t=10 + a=1)=259; and 407 + 
259-2666. 


687 


688 


(2). The application of the Hebrew 
alphabet is not modern.  Piscator, Jurieu, 
and others, in Cent. xvii, suggested Rémith, 
ie, “Roman” (Beast, or Kingdom, or Church 
—see Note G). In recent times a warm con- 
troversy has arisen among rationalistic com- 
mentators as to the priority of suggesting 
the solution which they take as the key to 
their system of exegesis. Ewald led the 
way in 1828, but he held to the reading 616. 
Then Hitzig at Zürich and Benary at 
Berlin, in 1836-1837, each insisted that the 
discovery of * Nero Cesar" as the Beast 
was his own. M. Reuss of Strasbourg now 
intervened, claiming for himself the merit of 
the idea, which he had announced, he alleged, 
in 1835; while M. Réville declares that 
Professor Fritzsche was the original dis- 
coverer,at Rostock, in 1831. Accordingly, 
* Nero Cesar,” written in Hebrew, is alleged 
to— be the name (Q=50, 1-209, 1=6, 
3—50)—306 + (p 100, p=60, $3—200)— 
360, źe. 306 4-360 —666. Here the Greek 
form of Nero (Neron) is represented in 
Hebrew characters; but if the final z (which 
15— 50) be omitted, and the Latin form Nero 
betaken, the Hebrew will give the number 
616, or the reading rejected by Irenzus—a 
proof, writes Scholten (4. c., s. 46) that the 
name concealed under the number was 
known to the old copyists before Irenæus. 

Does not the ignorance, however, of Ire- 
neus (see on vv. 5, 17) as to any traditional 
explanation prove the exact opposite? while 
Ewald also points out that the quiescent 
Jod (=10) that should appear in the word 
Cesar when written in Hebrew letters (see 
Thalm, Bab., Gittin, fol. 56), is omitted in 
this computation, which accordingly does not 
give “the name of the Beast.” Renan (l. c., 
p. 416) shows that the name Cæsar as given 
in Hebrew inscriptions of the first century 
has the Jod : the Jod, adds Renan, was omitted 
by St. John as it would have given the un- 
symmetrical number 676. 

As to this interpretation, on which the 
school of modern rationalism boasts itself 
so proudly, and on which the chief weight of 
the rationalistic exegesis of ch. xvii. rests, — 
it may again be asked how could it have been 
totally unknown to Irenæus, if known to 
those scribes who used the reading 616; 
especially since Irenæus, who had occupied 
himself with this very question, enumerates 
the different attempts made in his day to 
solve the mystery ?—How, if the Western 
scribes had believed that * Nero-Czsar” was 
intended, could the credit of the Apocalypse 
have been maintained, when the prophecy had 
been so signally falsified by the result ?—Nay, 
even were it admitted that “ Nero Casar" 
is the name denoted by 666, nothing would 
be gained for the argument as to the date of 
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the Apocalypse, or as to that exposition either 

of ch. xiii. 3 or of ch. xvii. ro which rests on 

the name Nero; because, as already pointed 

out (Introd. § 4, a), Domitian also was 

known as Nero :— 

* Cum jam semianimum laceraret Flavius 
orbem 

Ultimus, et calvo serviret Roma WVeroni.”— 

Juv., iv., 37. 
* Frater [č e., Titi] quem calvum dixit sua 
Roma Neronem.” —MAusonius, De xii Ces. 

Gebhardt suggests that both Latinus, and 
Nero Cæsar were intended to be concealed 
under this name by St. John, who thus indi- 
cates that the Roman Empire, and Nero are 
alike symbolized by the Beast (7. c., s. 235). 

(3). Bossuet has chosen Roman characters 
—DIoCLesaVeVstVs, że., the Emperor Dio- 
cletian (D = 500 +I =r + € = 100 c L 
=s50+V=5+V=54+V=5)= 666. To 
this solution the Hugenots gave as a parallel 
LVDoVICVs (Lewis xiv.),—the name of 
Bossuet’s Grand Monarque. 

Reuss has well described the general cha- 
racter of the solutions depending on nume- 
rical computation, which have been hitherto 
proposed. ‘This famous number “has been 
made to yield almost all the historical names 
of the past eighteen centuries, Titus, Vespa- 
sian, and Simon Gioras; Julius the Apostate 
and Genseric; Mahomet and Luther; Bene- 
dict IX. and Louis XV.; Napoleon I. and the 
Duke of Reichstadt; and it would not be dif- 
ficult for any of us on the same principles to 
read in it one another’s names.”—p. 381. 

Other solutions remain :— 

(4). Bengel, following a different course, 
regards the number as chronological,—the 
neuter form of the numeral as found in certain 
Greek MSS. (see vv. //.), and its masculine 
form in the Latin Vulgate, directing us to the 
word years as the noun to be understood (see 
Introd., § 11, (D), IV. The first Beast rises 
from the sea shortly after A.D. 1058 (see on 
ch. xii. 14):— Ze, the representative of the 
Papal Hierarchy, Gregory VII., came forward. 
in 1073; and about or after 666 years from 
that date the Beast from the earth (ver. 11) 
arises, which may be Jesuitism. Pope Inno- 
cent III. had already applied the number 666 
chronologically, in his Bull summoning the 
Fourth Lateran Council (see Hardouin, 
Concil., t. vii. 3, A.D. 1214);—Luther, while 
making the *'Plhousand Years” begin from 
the birth of Christ, and end with Pope 
Gregory VIL, reckoned 666 years from that 
Pontificate asthe duration to be assigned to the 
Papacy ;—De Lyra (A.D. 1329) had in like 
manner explained the number 666 as denoting 
a period of time, viz. the interval between the 
Incarnation and the death of Mohammed ;— 
and his contemporary Petrus Aureolus, like 
Pope Innocent IIL, took this period to 
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denote the duration of Mohammedanism ;— 
The Magdeburg Centuriators understand 
A.D. 666, when Pope Vitalian ordered the 
public services to be only in Latin;—Even 
Auberlen writes that the number 666 ^ cer- 
tainly has, as all Apocalyptic numbers, its 
special and exact chronological signification " 
which time alone can explain: in the number 
six, moreover, as we are taught by the first six 
Seals and Trumpets, the judgments on the 
world are complete; and thus six is the sig- 
nature of the world given over to judg- 
ment, the development of that number here 
(6 + 60 + 600) indicating that the Beast can 
only rise to greater ripeness for judgment. 
Six is the half of Twelve, which is the signa- 
ture of the Church of God (as 34 is the half 
of Seven); and this development of the num- 
ber six corresponds to the development of the 
number Tave/ve in the 144,000 of the sealed in 
ch. xiv. 1—' the judged World-power being 
contrasted with the glorified Church delivered 
from judgment" (7 c., p. 268). To the same 
effect :— We have noticed," writes Dean 
Vaughan (4 c., ii. p. 66), “the perfect Seven, 
and the imperfect half-seven;. . . . We have 
noticed also that the number Tave/ve, which 
(with its multiples) is the Apocalyptic signal 
of the Church; the twelve Stars (ch. xii. 1), 
the four and t«venty Elders (ch. iv. 4), the 
hundred and forty and.four thousand which were 
redeemed from the earth (ch. xiv. 3). Can it 
be—the question has been asked, though we 
presume not to answer it—that the 666, the 
thrice repeated six, the reiteration of the half- 
twelve, is itself the symbol of the world, as 
the full and perfect Tave/ve is of the Church.” 
So also, in effect, Mr. Maurice and Burger. 
Reuss considers that the absurdity of the 


chronological interpretation of the 666 is 
clear from the fact that St. John over and 
over again fixes the reign of paganism as 
lasting no longer than three years and a half. 

(5). An explanation, first suggested by Heu- 
mann, taken up by Herder, and noticed by 
Volkmar (who however supports “Nero 
Cesar”) as one intended by St. John, has 
been adopted by Godet: The number was 
originally represented by the letters y&£— 
the true form. Now xé is the name of Christ 
abridged; and £ is the emblem of the Ser- 
pent,—as St. John styles Satan ; and thus the 
emblematic sense of these three letters is * The 
Messiah of Satan." Further: Seven is the 
Divine number, and 777 the complete cycle 
of Divine perfection which the false Messiah 
vainly endeavours to attain: “ John there- 
fore sees in the cipher 666 the symbol of a 
threefold impotence—that of the Dragon to 
equal God, that of the Beast to equal Christ, 
that of the False Prophet to equal the Spirit ” 
(l. c., p. 376). And thus é being the emblem 
of the “ Serpent,’ the custom of the Gnostic 
heretics — especially the Ophites, or *wor- 
shippers of the Serpent,’ who date from the 
first century (see on ch. ii. 24)—1may be alluded 
to, of using for amulets gems with certain 
symbolic inscriptions, in this case the mark 
of the Beast, y£$. And so Mr. Galton (Oz 
the Revelation, in loc.), who concludes “ that 
Antichrist will strive to do what St. Paul (2 
Cor. vi. 15) tells us cannot lawfully be done, 
namely, to join Christ with Belial—an evil 
conjunction represented by y&¢. 


It isto be borne in mind that the events 
under the seventh ‘Trumpet (ch. xi. 15) have 
not yet come to pass. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XIII. 


NOTE A ON VER. 1—ANTICHRIST. 


Although the name “ Antichrist ” does not 
appear in the Apocalypse, the anti-christian 
influence is again and again referred to under 
various figures,—as the Beast of ch. xiii. 1; 
—as Babylon (ch. xiv. 8), the City of Confu- 
sion opposed to Jerusalem the City of Peace;— 
as the Harlot (ch. xvii. 1) opposed to the 
Bride ;—as the lamb-like Beast, or “ False 
Prophet” (ch. xiii, 11) opposed to the ‘True 
Witness. A great outbreak of evil is hereby 
foreshown when the “ Dragon,’ and the Beast, 
and the “ False Prophet” (ch. xvi. 13), shall be 
let loose “ for a little time” (ch. xx. 3). 

The word Antichrist (ayriyptoros—found 
only in r John ii. 18, 22; iv. 3; 2 John 7) 
signifies (1) a false Christ (dvrl ypuorot,—yrev- 
ddxpioros), Matt. xxiv. 24, a man who gives 


New Test—vV or. IV. 


himself out to be Christ—as the impostors, 
some sixty in number, who claimed among the 
Jews the dignity of Messiah; (2) an antago- 
nist of Christ, an opposer of his doctrine such 
as St. John describes in his Epistles. ‘The 
character assigned by St. John in his Epistles 
to Antichrist properly so called, is one of open 
hostility to the Divinity and Humanity of 
Christ; but is not one of assumption of His 
attributes.’—-W ordsworth on r John ii. 18. 
Is, then, Antichrist a person, or a principle 
hostile to Christ? ‘That a personal Antichrist 
is to appear a short time before the Second 
Coming of Christ was the general opinion of 
the Fathers—“ from the earliest,” writes Stern 
(s. 312), “down to Thomas Aquinas.” The 
text usually relied on seems to have been 
John v. 43. Thus St. Augustine writes: 
“De Antichristo dictum est, e£ omnes sic in- 
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telligunt quod ait Dominus ‘Ego veni in 
nomine Patris mei et non suscepistis me: si 
alius venerit in suo, hunc suscipietis.' "—$Serz. 
cxxx. 6. St. Jerome quotes the same text, 
with the words: *Rursumque de Antichristo 
loquitur ad Judzos.”"—ad Algasiam, Ep. CXxil. 
And St. Hilary: “Et hic quidem Antichris- 
tum significari non obscurum est, mendacio 
paterni nominis gloriantem.”——De Trin. 1390227 

The other texts usually adduced are 
Matt. xxiv. 24; 2 Thess. ii. 3-10. 

There are three opinions as to a personal 
Antichrist: (1) He is Satan under a seeming 
human form;—(2) He is an incarnation of 
Satan, i. e., the prince of Hell united in essence 
to human nature, as it were an infernal imi- 
tation of the Logos become Man ;—(3) He is 
an actual man who of his own free will has 
given himself over to the Devil. The frst 
opinion was put forward in a treatise to be 
found among the works of St. Hippolytus 
(De Consumm. Mundi, l. c., App. p. 4). The 
second opinion is supported by St. Jerome 
(Comm. in Dan. vii. t. v. p. 671); St. Cyril. 
Hieros. (Cateches. xv. 11, 12, p. 229); and 
others. Many uphold the £Zird opinion, that 
Antichrist will be an actual man ; and among 
them Stern, who elaborately expounds in this 
sense the present chapter (s. 319). 

The type of Antichrist before the Christian 
era was Antiochus Epiphanes. Auberlen (p. 
64) and Dr. Pusey (Daniel the Prophet, pp. 91, 
96) agree in regarding Dan. xi. 36 as setting 
prominently forward that typical relation: 
“The image of the Antichrist of the Old Test.,” 
writes Dr. Pusey, “ melts into the lineaments 
of the Antichrist himself ;” and he quotes 
St. Jerome on Dan. xi. 35 :—‘ As the Saviour 
had Solomon and the other Saints as types of 
His coming, so we may rightly believe that 
Antichrist had as a type of himself that 
most evil king Antiochus, who persecuted the 
Saints, and profaned the Temple"! “It can- 
not be proved with absolute certainty," writes 
Auberlen (p. 303), “ that a personal Antichrist 
will stand at the head of the antichristian 
kingdom, . . . . but the type of Antiochus 
Epiphanes is of decisive importance.” * 

That Antichrist is zot a person is strongly 
maintained by others. St. John in his Epistles, 
writes Hengstenberg, makes no mention of a 
person: “He expressly states in 1 Ep. ii. 18, 
that the Antichrist is an ideal person, to be 
realized in a multitude of individuals:” we 
read of “many deceivers," “false Christs,” 
“false prophets,” 2 John 7; Matt. xxiv. 11, 


1 Eusebius (Ecloge Proph., im Dan. xi, ed. 
Gaisford) writes :—ápxérvrov 5% rod 'AvrióXov 
ó ?"Avr(xpwrros, kal TOU 'Avrixpioov eikbv 6 
^Avríoxos. 

? On the title given to Antichrist by the later 
. Jews, Armillus, see Note B on ch. ii. 6. 
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24;—we read, 2 Thess. ii., of “the mystery 
of iniquity ;” but mystery can be used only of 
a thing; and only of such could it be said 
“it already works.” Hence, Hengst. con- 
cludes: “The question is not whether person 
or not person; but whether a real or an 
ideal person, such as we constantly meet with 
in the Psalms, of the wicked, the enemy, the 
adversary.” Soalso Words. on 1 John ii. 18: 
St. John “appears here to represent Anti- 
christ as an incorporation of those who set 
themselves against Christ . . . . This is also 
in accordance with St. Paul's prophecy (2 
Thess. ii.) concerning the * Lawless one,’ or 
the ‘ Man of sin,’ which represents a form of 
evil displaying itself in a continuous series of 
persons who are, as it were, incorporated and 
personified in one .. .. In like manner, it 
seems that the word Antichrist represents 
a succession of persons, in different times, 
animated by a spirit of violent hostility to 
Christ." ‘This conclusion is not inconsistent 
with a possible development hereafter, in some 
personal agent, of the antichristian spirit. 
Many parallel references to the antichris- 
tian spirit are to be found in the writings 
of St. John. The only distinction to be 
noticed—if it be a distinction—is that the 
idea is symbolized in the Apocalypse, and 
spiritualized in the Gospel and Epistles. 
Thus in Rev. xii. 9, 12, Satan is the ^ Dragon” 
cast down to earth ;—in John xii. 31; xiv. 30; 
xvi. 11, he is presented as “the Prince of 
this world ;" and in 1 John ii. 13, 14 ; iii. 12; 
v. 18, as “ the evil one.” It is in the Epistles, 
however, that the idea of Antichrist is most 
clearly spiritualized. There are “ many 
antichrists" (1 John ii. 18), as there are 
“many false prophets” (1 John iv. 1); and 
* many deceivers" (2 John 7). Both in the 
Epistles and in the Apocalypse *false pro- 
phecy,” which St. John identifics with the 
antichristian tendency, has Satan for its 
source. The spirit of Antichrist proceeds 
not from God but from the world (1 John 
iv. 3, 5), for “to be of the world," and “to 
be of the Devil," are synonymous expressions 
(ri John ii. 16; iii. 8, 12). In the Apoc. the 
antichristian principle is manifested by “ false 
prophecy” ; for the second Beast (ch. xiii. 11) 
seduces the inhabitants of the earth to wor- 
ship the first Beast, working miracles after 
the manner of “the false prophets” (Matt. 
xxiv. II, 24); nay, being expressly and re- 
peatedly styled “the False Prophet” (ch. 
xvi. 13; xix. 20; xx. Io). The Antichrist 
of the first two Epistles is the “ Deceiver ” ;— 
and so is the “ False Prophet” of the Apoc. 
(ch. xii. 9; xiii. 14). In 1 John iv. r, we read 
of * spirits" of *false prophets" who are not 
* of God." In the Apoc. also the Satanic prin- 
ciple is likewise manifold in its manifesta- 
tions: (1) asthe “ Dragon” (ch. xii. 17) ;—(2) 
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as the Beast with “ Ten Horns” (ch. xiii. 1) ;— 
(3) as the Beast with * Tavo Horns” (ch. xiii, 
II);—(4) as the “three unclean spirits” (ch. 
xvi. 13). The “ spirits” in r John iv. r, who 
are not “of God,” “are gone out into the 
world ;’—in like manner, the Apocalyptic 
spirits of evil, “the spirits of devils,” “go 
forth unto the kings of the whole world” (ch. 
xvi. 14). See Introduction, § 7, III., (f). 

Mede (Works, p. 722) held the opinion that 
“the time of the end,” ż. e., the end of the two 
prophetic periods of 1290 and 1335 days 
of Dan. xii. 11, 12 was to be marked by a new 
light imparted to the Church as to the inter- 
pretation of Prophecy—for so he interpreted 
the words ‘‘knowledge shall be increased ” 
(Dan. xii. 4). Mede further supposed that 
this “increase of knowledge” was manifested 
A.D. 1120, by the discovery in that year of a 
new principle of expounding the predictions 
relating to Antichrist, who was no longer to 
be looked for in the person of an individual 
man, but in the series of Roman Pontiffs, or 
the Papacy. ‘This “discovery” was contained 
in a treatise, to which Mede ascribed the date 
1120, entitled “Qual cosa sia P Antichrist ” 
—according to which Antichrist was “ dis- 
covered ” to bea “ cosa” (or “ thing”) and not 
a “person.” Assuming that this treatise was 
circulated between the years 1120 and 1125, 
Mede concluded that this interval of fve 
or six years must be the “time of the 
end” when the “days” of Daniel were to 
be accomplished. ‘The document thus re- 
lied on was preserved among the relics of 
the Waldenses, and was first published by 
Joannes Paulus Perrin] Mede states its 
substance to be that the condition of the 
Church at the time when it was written, and 
not any one person, was the Antichrist of 
Prophecy. 

These Waldensian relies came into the 
possession of Sir Samuel Morland? Envoy 
in 1655 from Oliver Cromwell to the Duke 

- of Savoy, and among them was the tract 
known as the * Nobla Leyczon” in which 
the lines occur that caused Mede's mistake as 
to the date of the treatise. ‘These lines were 
thus printed and translated by Morland :— 

1 Perrin’s ‘‘ Histoire des Vaudois” was 
printed at Geneva, A.D. 1618. 

? 'They were deposited by him in the public 
Library at Cambridge, and were for a long 
time supposed to be lost. In the search for 
them which was caused by the discussion between 
Dr. S. R. Maitland, Dr. Todd, and Dr. Gilly 
respecting Mede's ‘‘ discovery” and his conclu- 

sion therefrom, copies of the ** Nobla Leyczon ” 
were found among the Ussher MSS. in the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin, and also at 
Geneva ; and, by the aid of these, Mede's mis- 
take—already detected through the internal 
evidence—has been fully proved. 


“ Ben ha mil e cent an compli entierament, 
Que fo scripta lora, Car son al derier temp." 


**'There are already a thousand and one hundred 
years fully accomplished, 
Since it was written thus, For we are in the 
last time.” 


A typographical error in the first of these 
two lines led to Mede's mistake, and to 
the discussion to which that mistake has 
given rise. In Morland's copy of the */Vob/a 
Leyczon,” the line runs thus :—“ Ben ha mil e * 
cent an" &c.,—there being an erasure be- 
fore the word “ cent,” where, by the aid of a 
magnifying glass, the Arabic numeral 4, ofthe 
same form as others used in the volume, is 
visible. In another copy of the poem the 
reading is: “mil e .cccc. anz compli &c.” 
Indeed a glance at the lines quoted above will 
show that the dialect issome hundreds of years 
later than Cent. xii. Bossuet (Hist. des Varia- 
tions, Xi. 12, 125) refers to Perrin’s “ Histoire 
des Vaudois,” and observes that Peter Waldo’s 
efforts were not made until 1160; and he 
argues against the date 1120 from the fact 
that in the “ Nobla Leyczon” a work is quoted 
“que St. Augustin a intitulé des Milpar- 
lemens, c'est-à-dire des Mille paroles ”—while 
this work is really a compilation made in Cent. 
xiii, and entitled ** Milleloquium S“. Augus- 
tini.” Dr. Todd (Brit. Mag., vol. xvi. p. 605) 
has pointed out that what the “ Nobla Leyc- 
zon” states as to Antichrist and the Last 
Times is taken from the speculations of the 
Abbot Joachim; he had already concluded, 
before the copies of this work were dis- 
covered, that the poem must be later than 
the first ten years of Cent. xiii :—see on this 
subject the Preface to Dr. Todd’s Work 
“The Books of the Vaudois, 1865.” 

Mr. Bradshaw, of Cambridge (quoted by 
Dr. Todd, /. c, p. 221) ascribes this tract 
“to the beginning of the 15th century at the 
earliest.” 


NOTE B ON VER. 3—THE HoLy ROMAN 
EMPIRE. 


Mr. Freeman in his “ Historical Essays” 
(London, 1871) reviews this work of Dr. Bryce. 
He writes :—“ In combating the vulgar error 
that the Roman Empire came historically to 
an end in 476, though Mr. Bryce is doing ex- 
cellent service to the cause of truth, he is not 
putting forth any newdiscovery. Thusmuch 
Sir Francis Palgrave has already established 
for the West, and Mr. Finlay for the East” 
(p. 135). “Mr. Bryce calls all due attention 
to the fact that the event of the year 476, so 
often mistaken for a fall of the Roman Empire, 
was, in its form, a reunion of the Western 
Empire to the Eastern , . . . The majesty 
of Rome still lived in men's minds; the Roman 
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Emperor, the Roman Consuls, the Roman 
Senate and People still went on . . . . Unless 
we remember that the line of Emperors never 
ceased, that from 476 to 800 the Byzantine 
Cesar was always in theory, often in practice 
recognized as the lawful Lord of Rome and 
Italy, it is impossible rightly to understand 
the true significance of the assumption of the 
Empire by Charles the Great" (p. 142). 
“ During the whole of Cent. viii. the Imperial 
power in Italy had been gradually waning . . . 
the practical rule of the City had been trans- 
ferred to the Frankish King. Still the tie 
was not formally severed; the image and 
superscription of Cæsar still appeared on the 
coin of his Western Capital, and Pippin and 
Charles ruled, like Odoacer, by no higher 
title than that of Patrician.” [Mr. Freeman 
notes at p. 141 that there is no ancient 
authority for the statement, most unlikely in 
itself, that Odoacer assumed the title of “ King 
of Italy"). “The accession of Eiréne filled 
up the measure of Western indignation." 
A woman could not lawfully sit on the throne 
of the Cæsars: ‘The throne was vacant; 
the Christian world could not remain without 
an Emperor (Chron. Moissiac. A. 801, ap. 
Pertz, Mon. Hist. Germ. i. 505); the Senate 
and People of the Old Rome .... asserted 
their dormant rights, and chose their Patri- 
cian Charles, not as the founder of a 
new Empire, not as the restorer of a fallen 
Empire, but as the lawful successor of their 
last lawful sovereign, the injured Constan- 
tine VI. This belief in the absolute continuity 
of the Empire is the key to the whole theory ; 
but it is just the point by which so many 
readers and writers break down, and fail to 
take in the true character of the election of 
Charles as it seemed to the men of his own 
time” (p. 145). “From the death of Charles 
himself a state of division begins . . . . Then 
came the revival under Otto the Great 
[A.D. 962]. ^... The Holy Roman Empire 
had now assumed essentially the same form 
which it retained down to 1806” (p. 149). 
Writers on Prophecy have not overlooked 
this fact of the permanence of the Roman 
Empire; and, from it they argue in support 
of their own theories. ‘Thus Auberlen, having 
observed that “some find in the Fourth 
Monarchy also [of Daniel] a prophecy of the 
Papacy "— which, he adds, “ may be designated 
as the English and French view "—proceeds 
thus: “It is a fact that the Roman Empire is 
essentially still existing in history. The old 
Roman Empire never thought of representing 
itself as a continuation of Alexander's Uni- 
versal Monarchy ; but the Germanic Empire 
knew no greater honour than to be a Holy 
Roman Empire of a German nationality. 
And even before it was dissolved, Napoleon 
had taken up the idea of the Roman Empire; 
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—his Universal Monarchy was essentially and 
avowedly Roman; his son was called King of 
Rome; his nephew, in order to found his 
power, distributed among the French army 
‘Roman Eagles! The Roman Empire is the 
ideal which exerts fascinating power on the 
rulers of the world, which they are ever 
striving to realize, and will doubtless succeed 
in realizing. Of all phenomena of history none 
bears more essential resemblance to Antichrist 
than this demonic Napoleonism, which from 
the outset identified itself with the idea of 
the Roman Empire. In like manner it is 
the aim of the Czar's policy to surround his 
throne with the splendour of Constantinople 
and the Eastern Empire” (4. c., p. 221). 


NOTE C ON VER. 3— IHE FIRST OF THE 
CÆSARS, 


The rationalistic interpretation of the 
Apocalypse assumes as a first principle that 
the “ Heads” of the Beast symbolize seven 
Roman Emperors (see on ch. xvii 10) 
counting from Augustus as the frst of the 
series. ‘This assumption makes Nero! to be 
the fifth Emperor. Some count backwards 
from the particular Emperor under whom 
they assume the Apocalypse to have been 
written ; others count forwards but differ as 
to the Emperor from whom the series is to 
begin —vwhether, e. g., from Julius or Octavius 
(i. e, Augustus) Some even argue 4 priori — 
that, inasmuch as the design ofthe Apocalypse 
is to describe how the contrast between the 
Kingdom of Christ and the Roman World- 
kingdom took its rise; and, since Christ was 
born under the reign of Augustus? “ Julius 
Cesar was, for the New Testament history, a 
personage of no importance at all.” (Lücke, 
s. 839 ?). 


1 Philostratus (circ. A.D. 217) quotes a saying 
of Apollonius of Tyana (born circ. A.D. 50) re- 
specting Nero :—“ In my travels I have seen 
the wild beasts of Arabia and India ; but of this 
wild beast, commonly called @ tyrant, I neither 
know how many Aeads he hath, obre ei yaupo- 
vuxóv ve kal Kapxapddouy écT."— Vita, iv. 38 
(ap. Philostr. Ofp., p. 178, Lips., 1709). Do not 
these words imply that Apollonius had seen the 
Apoc.? If so, the later date of the Book is 
proved. 

2 The birth of Christ under Augustus has led 
many, both in ancient and modern times, to 
count from this Emperor. Thus. Clemens Al. 
tells us that some exhibit the series of Emperors 
from Augustus (4 e., ‘‘from the birth of the 
Saviour ”—rĝs Tod Swrho0s yevérews) ; but 
others from Tdios *loJAos Kaioap, pe? òv AŬ- 
youvortos éBacthevoey.— Strom. i., t. i. p. 406. 

3 Lücke quotes Tacitus, Annal., i. 45 Hist. 
i. 1; Aurelius Victor, De Casaribus, c. i. 3 
Sextus Rufus, c. ii. ; Hippolytus, De Antichr., 
c. 56 ; Andreas, 7. c., p. 78 ; Malalas, Chronogr. 
ix. ; Zonaras, Aum. x. 32. 
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Düsterdieck makes the further assumption 
that the Apocalypse cannot have been written 
later than the destruction of Jerusalem. He 
also relies on the words of ch. xvii. ro (“the 
Jive are fallen, the one is”), and concludes that 
this *oze"—the sixth Head or Emperor— 
must be Vespasian, and that the ffřb is 
Nero; for he omits Galba, Otho, and Vitellius 
(see Note E on ch.xvii. 10) : and thus, count- 
ing back from Nero, Augustus is the first 
Emperor. 

Réville (Essais de Critique religieuse, 1860) 
appeals to the opening words of the Aanals 
of Tacitus, where the historian, having 
glanced at the forms of government which 
had prevailed in Rome,— K ings, Consuls, the 
Dictatorship of Cinna and Sulla, &c.,—goes on 
to add: * Pompeii Crassique potentia cito in 
Czsarem, Lepidi atque Antonii arma in 
Augustum cessere; qui cuncta, discordiis 
civilibus fessa, nomine Principis sub imperium 
adcepit.” On this Réville comments: * Dans 
l'esprit de Tacite, César n'eut que le pouvoir 
de fait, —la potentia; Auguste seul eut Pim- 
perium? (p. 125). The people, he continues, 
shared this opinion; for Tacitus again writes 
(Hist. i. 90) that, in the adulation paid to Otho, 
* Clamor vocesque vulgi, ex more adulandi, 
nimiz et false: quasi dictatorem Cæsarem, 
aut imperatorem Augustum prosequerentur " 
&c.—a passage which, of itself, goes to prove 
that Julius was the first of the Imperial line. 

Ifit be asked, How could the question as 
to the succession of the Roman Emperors— 
if, indeed, it ever occurred to his mind—pre- 
sent itself to St. John? one naturally inquires 
* How did the question actually present itself 


! Réville proceeds :—'* L'historien Florus 
(sous Trajan) reproduit la méme division de 
Phistoire romaine, faisant aussi dater d'Auguste 
la derniére période de l'empire ;" and he refers 
to the Proæmium of Florus which states that 
his narrative will give the period ** from Romu- 
lus the king” ‘‘in Caesarem Augustum septin- 
gentos per annos." ‘‘ Plus loin il [Florus] observe 
*qu'aprés le double meurtre de Pompée et de 
César le peuple romain semblait revenu à l'état 
de l'ancienne liberté." Here Réville stops short 
in the middle of a sentence; for Florus writes 
thus :— 

‘‘ Populus Romanus, Cesare et Pompeio 
trucidatis, rediisse in statum pristine libertatis 
videbatur : et redierat zzsz aut Pompeius liberos, 
aut Cesar heredem reliquisset . . . . Dum 
Sextus paterna repetit, trepidatum toto mari: 
dum Octavius mortem patris ulciscitur, iterum 
fuit movenda Thessalia” (iv. c. 3, p. 464, 
Amst. 1702). And shortly before, Florus had 
written: ‘‘Ceesar in patriam victor invehitur 
. . Itaque non ingratis civibus omnes unum in 
principem congestt honores . . novissime, du- 
bium an ipso volente, oblata pro Rostris ab 
Antonio consule, regni insignia."— 7/2. iv. c. 2, 
p. 462 (see Note D on ch. ii. 10). 


to the mind ofa Jew of that age’? We find 
that the Jewish historian Josephus leaves no 
doubt as to his opinion; and the value of his 
opinion will be recognized by any one who 
remembers how closely he was connected 
with the Romans. Josephus clearly informs 
us that Augustus was the second Roman 
Emperor; that ‘Tiberius was the zZird; that 
Caius (Caligula) was the fourth.’ Nay, in 
an edict of Augustus granting privileges to 
the Jews, Augustus styles Julius his “ father,” 
and also “ E»peror"— émi rod pod marpós, 
Avrokpáropos Kaícapos.— ntt. xvi. 6, 2. 

Turning from Josephus to the Roman 
historian Suetonius (born circ. A.D.. 70), we 
find that his work “ T'he Lives of the Twelve 
Cæsars” begins with the life of Julius and 
ends with the life of Domitian, including the 
lives of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius? 

Among the poems of Ausonius (circ. A.D. 
370) occur the verses entitled “De xii. 
Cesaribus,” which begin as follows :— 


** Primus regalem patefecit Julius aulam 
Cesar; et Augusto nomen transcripsit et 
arcem." 


The historian Dion Cassius (circ. A.D. 220) 
records that when Octavius had learned the 
contents of the will of Julius he at once 
assumed the name of Cæsar; and when this 
name and the succession had been ratified 
“according to the usual custom,” from that 
time forth he was styled Gaius Julius Cesar 
Octavianus. “I accordingly” writes Dion, 
—éyà öè oùk ’Oxraoviaydy, dXAà Kaícapa 
aùròv, Gr. mao Tois tò ry "Popnaiev kpáros 


! Josephus writes :—8:a8éxerot 8& kal moUcov 
"Avyios '"Poüoos, ép ob 0? kal TeAevrà Kasap 
[sci Augustus], Sevrepos uèv "Peuaíev Abro- 
Kpdtwp "'yevójevos.—Oia0éxerat 08 TQ Kaloape 
Thy yepoviay, TiBépis Népwy, piros oros 
H8n Adrokpdrwp.—TiBepios ðè rére Tov Ydiov 
amodeltas diddoxov.—Tdios 02 Hv Adroxpdtwp 
Térapros.—Antt. Jud. xviii. 2, 2; 6, 10. 

2 This fact is important as bearing on the 
rationalistic interpretation of ch. xvii. 10; and 
Lücke attempts to evade its force by quoting the 
epithet applied by Suidas (who wrote circ. A.D. 
950) to the ** Lives" of Suetonius, viz., Svyyevi- 
kòy Katodpwy ;—clearly an erroneous epithet if 
he meant the kindred of Julius, for the Julian 
line was extinguished with Nero, and the new 
dynasty of the Flavii began with Vespasian. 
What Suidas did mean seems plain from the 
only other words which refer to the ** Lives," 
and which follow this title, viz., mepréxer 3& xal 
Bleus kal diadoxas aùrâv &mb lovAlov éws Aope- 
Tiavov.—Art. Tpdyxvadros. The idea ascribed 
to Suidas, and the foundation of the rational- 
istic theory seem to rest on the later custom, 
which dates, as Gibbon (ch. iii.) observes, from 
Hadrian (A.D. 117), of reserving the title of 
Augustus for the monarch, and of applying that 
of Cesar to his relations. 
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AapBdvovow 4 mpoonyopia arr ékveviknkev, 
évoudow (lib. xlvi. 47, p. 484, ed. Reimarus, 
Hamb., 1750). And in accordance with this 
statement Dion shortly afterwards styles 
Julius the first, and Augustus the second 
Cesar. 

The testimony of a Roman Emperor 
ought to be conclusive as to the succession 
of his predecessors. Among the writings of 
the Emperor Julian—*the Apostate” (A.D. 
360)—occurs the fable of “ The Cæsars,’ in 
which the gods of Olympus receive the 
Cæsars at a banquet; the guests appear, and 
wereadasfollows: ós 0€ kai rò rv Kawrápov 
evvekporeiro avumógtov, clojet mpáros IovAvos 
Kaicap. Silenus looks at him, and addresses 
some jesting remarks to Jupiter; and then : 
malCovros črt raüra Tod Sethnvod, 'Okrafltavós 
émewépxerat, . . + . Tpíros émewéüpauev 
abrois TiBépios, . . . . Then follow Caligula, 
the fourth Cesar (referred to as Onpiov 
sovnpóv), and Claudius, the fth; and then 
émewrépxera, Aéyovri TS ZeiNjv, Népov pera 
ris kiÜápas, k. T. A. (Opp., ed. Lips. 1696, pp. 
308-310). Or to give the authority ofa writer 
of the following century (A.D. 444), in the 
Chronicle of Prosper of Aquitain (ap. Thesaur. 
Intt. Rom., ed. Gravius, t. xi. p. 282) we 
read: “Ex hoc loco continua Romanorum 
adnotantur imperia, et regnat apud eos primus 
omnium C. Julius Cesar . . . . Idibus 
Martiis C. Julius Cesar in curia occiditur. 
Cesar Augustus .. .. annis lvi.” In the 
Chronicon Paschale (written circ. A.D. 630) we 
read :—ó 08 "IovAvos Kaicap mpóros "Popaiov 
ripen povápxns Bacweis (i. P. 355). Popaiov 
Qeórepos éBaoí(Aevoev Kaicap ZeBaorós Aŭ- 
yovoros (ib. p. 360). And still later:— 
Georgius Syncellus (cre. A.D. 800):— Po- 
paie» pordpyns Tdios "lois Kaigap ern é. 
. rovrov KAnpovdpos vioÜernÜeis "v avr 
Cavre "Okrafj.avós Kaioap .... Aevrepos 
"Pepatev povdpyns Katoap ZeBacrós 'Okra- 
ovwos, ó kal A’yovatos émuxhyGeis (ed. Dindorf, 
vol. i. pp. 574-577): 

In fine Petavius--no mean authority—com- 
menting on a catalogue of Epiphanius (De 
Ponder. et Mensur., c. Xi., t. ii. p. 169) counts 
Augustus as the second Emperor (ib., p. 384) : 
and to sum up in the words of an unexception- 
able witness who here differs from the great 
majority of rationalistic critics, M. Renan 
writes (L’ Antechrist, p. 407): “ Julius Cesar 
is always counted by Josephus as Emperor. 
Augustus is for him the second, Tiberius the 
third, Caius the fourth. Suetonius, Aurelius 
Victor, Julian, count in the same way.” 

The conclusion may be thus stated:— 


1 obtw yap mpoopides TH Kaloapi TQ Tporépu? 
ral Or ékeivov kal TQ devtépw of Tapoeis elxov, 
Gore kal "lovAuómoMwv cüs am QÙTOD meTovouarat. 


lib, xlvii. 26, p. 508. 
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Mommsen! begins his chapter on “ The old Re- 
public and the new Monarchy,” as follows: 
“The new Monarch of Rome, the first ruler 
of the whole domain of Romano-Hellenic 
civilization, Gaius Julius Czesar, was in hisfifty- 
sixth year (born 12 July, 652?) when the battle 
of Thapsus placed the decision of the future 
ofthe world in his hands" (p. 450). “ Caesar 
was invested with the title of Imperator for 
life, B.C. 708" (p. 468)... . ^ We find on 
Cesar’s coins, alongside of the dictatorship, 
the title of Imperator prevailing and im 
Cesar’s law as to political crimes, the Monarch 
seems to have been designated by this name ; 
and, what is quite decisive, the authority of 
Imperator was given to Cæsar not merely for 
his own person, but also for his bodily or 
adopted descendants " (p. 470)? . . . * Cesar, 
very judiciously connected himself with Servius 
'Tullius, in the same way as subsequently 
Charlemagne connected himself with Cesar, 
and Napoleon attempted at least to connect 
himself with Charlemagne" (p. 173)... . 
* As a worker and creator he still, after well 
nigh two thousand years, lives in the memory 
of the nations,—the first, and the unique 
Imperator Cesar” (p. 558). 

To the same effect Dean Merivale writes: 
* [tis easy to say that it was not Casar but 
Augustus after him that established the Roman 
Empire. Nevertheless the man who first 
conceives and executes a great design may 
command more attention from mankind than - 
one who works upon his lines, and brings his 
designs to completion; and so it was that from 
generation to generation men have been wont 
to regard the immortal Julius as the first of 
the Cesars, and the first of the Roman 
Emperors.” The Roman Triumvirates, p. 169. 

In his history of ‘Ie Romans under the 
Empire’ Dean Merivale writes: “The stock 
of the Julii, refreshed in vain by grafts from 
the Octavii, the Claudii, and the Domitii, 
had been reduced to his [ Nero's] single person, 
and with Nero the adoptive race of the great 
dictator was extinguished. ‘The first of the 
Cæsars [Julius] had married four times, the 
second thrice, the third twice, the fourth 
thrice again, the fifth six times, and lastly, 
the sixth [Nero] thrice also.”—vol. vi. p. 365. 


| The History of Rome, vol. iv., part ii., 
Engl. transl., London, 1871. 

? Augustus inherited under the will of his 
great-uncle Julius. Suetonius writes: *'Ipse 
Augustus nihil amplius quam equestri familia 
ortum se scribit . . . Octavius pater... morte 
obiit repentina superstitibus liberis . . . item 
Augusto, quos ex Atia tulerat. Atia M. Atio 
Balbo et Julia sorore C. Caesaris genita est, 
+ . . Infanti [Augusto] cognomen Thurino in- 
ditum est . . . Postea Ceesaris et deinde Augusti 
cognomen assumpsit, alterum testamento majoris 
avunculi," &c. 
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NOTE D ON VER. 5.—THE THREE GREAT 
APOCALYPTIC PERIODS. 


*As to whether these three periods, of 42 
Months, 1260 Days, and 31 Times, assumed to 
be equal in duration, are successive, or con- 
temporaneous, writers differ :— 

Godet (p. 360) makes the three years and 
a half to be the duration of the exile of the 
* Woman” (ch. xii. 14) which corresponds to 
the forty-two months of the reign of Anti- 
christ (ch. xiii. 5), and to the 1260 days 
during which the Two Witnesses prophesy 
(ver. 3): “ These three periods are really 
one and the same, applied successively, under 
these three forms, to the Church during the 
time of her emigration,—to Israel during the 
days of its future restoration purely external 
and national [see on ch. xi. 13],—and to Anti- 
christ during the time of his dominion.” 

Alford notes : “ We have no right to suppose 
them, in any two given cases, to be identical, 
unless the context requires such a supposi- 
tion.” Thus, in ch. xi. 2, 3, “itis plain that such 
a view [their identity] is not required by the 
context"; “the two periods are equal in du- 
ration, but independent of one another ” :—and 
he adds on ver. 3: “It is a pure assumption 
that the two periods, the 42 months and the 
1260 days, coincide over the same space of 
time.” See also De Burgh, quoted in Note B 
on ch. xi. 2, 

To the same effect Burger notes: —The 
1260 days of ch. xi. 3 are not the same period as 
the 42 months of ver. 2 and the 1260 days of 
ch. xii. 6,—but an equal period preceding this. 
If, then, the 1260 days of ch. xii. 6, or the 42 
months of ch. xiii. 5 (= 33 years) be taken 
together with the other 1260 days of ch. xi. 3 
they make a period of seven years, divided into 
two equal parts. The frst half is occupied 
with the preaching of the “Two Witnesses.” 
"With the victory of the Beast (ch. xi. 7),—who 
is proved by ch. xiii. to be the Antichrist,—its 
second half opens; że., the 42 months of ch. xi. 
2, or the time of the decided ascendancy of 
Antichrist as described in ch. xiii. 5. Both 
halves together give the /ast “week” predicted 
in Dan. ix. 27. In Rev. xi. 1, 2, is described 
the state of the Church under the seventh 
Trumpet—see ch. x. 6, 7. From Rev. xi. 3- 
12 we learn what will immediately introduce 
this last period, and, at the same time, reveal 
what was not revealed under the first six 
Trumpets—namely, the Visitation with which 
God will strengthen His Church and vouch- 
safe the last testimony to the unbelieving 
world, before man's enmity to heaven has 
reached its utmost intensity. This latter 
Vision accordingly that of the “ Two Wit- 
nesses "—falls under the Second Woe, before 
the seventh Trumpet (ch. xi. 15); andthe 42 
weeks of ch. xi. 2, and ch. xii. 5, beginning 


with the close of the 1260 days of the prophe- 
sying of the *'T'wo Witnesses" and with the 
victory of the Beast (ch. xi. 7) over them, are 
included under the seventh Trumpet. ‘This 
result, adds Burger, removes the difficulty of 
understanding how the victory of the Beast 
could take place at the close of the 42 months 
of his rule, which would be the case if the 
spaces of time described in vv. 2, 3, were the 
same: one perceives, too, why the “ Little 
Book” (see on ch. x. 2) should form a part 
of the “ Sealed Book” of ch. v., as relating to 
the state of the Church in “the /ast times ;" 
while light is also thrown on ch. x. 11, because 
ch. xi. 1-12 certainly contains a prophecy 
“concerning many nations" Cf. the inter- 
pretation by Bisping of Dan. ix. 27, referred 
to on ch. ix. 12: In the midst of the [last or 
seventietb| “ Week" of Dan. ix. 27—from 
which time the 42 months begin to run— 
Jerusalem * shall be trodden under foot." 

Alf. concludes that the explanation of this 
period is *still among the things unknown to 
the Church " ;—“ no solution at all approach- 
ing to a satisfactory one, has ever yet been 
given of any one of these periods." 


NOTE E oN CH. XII. 5.—‘‘ THE EDICT OF 
PHOCAS.” 


Gregory the Great (Bishop of Rome A.D. 
590-604) was succeeded by Sabinian who 
held the see for only five months and sixteen 
days. After a vacancy of nearly a year, un- 
accounted for by Roman annalists, Boniface 
IIL, a Roman Deacon who had represented 
Gregory in a mission to the Court of Con- 
stantinople, became Pope. One object of 
this mission had been to obtain the resigna- 
tion by the Patriarch of Constantinople of 
the title of * CEcumenical" or “Universal 
Bishop.” ‘This title was first used in Cent. v., 
and owed its origin to the customary extrava- 
gance of Eastern courtesy (see Gibbon on 
Oriental titles, 7. c., ch. xvii.). It appears to have 
been given for the first time at the second 
Ephesine Council! by a bishop Olympius to 
Dioscorus, the Eutychian Patriarch of Alex- 
andria (Mansi, vi. p. 855). At the Council 
of Chalcedon (A.D. 451), in the complaint of 
two Deacons of Alexandria against Dios- 
corus, Pope Leo is styled “ Oikovuevikós 
dpxterríakorros " (Mansi, vi. pp. 1005, 1012). 

The Emperor Justinian had given the same 
title to the Bishops of Constantinople (Gie- 
seler, Kirch. Gesch. i. 2.,8. 678); and Pelagius 
II. (A.D. 578-590) and Gregory the Great 
both protested against it. 


! A.D. 449, “The Robber-Synod.” ‘The 
words are: ‘‘ Concilio cui presul et primus 
est sanctissimus pater noster et universalis 
archiepiscopus Dioscorus.” 
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Writers on prophecy assume that the Em- 
peror Phocas (A.D. 606), at the instance of 
Pope Boniface IIL, issued an edict to the 
effect “that the Apostolic See of Rome was 
the bead (Caput?) of all churches, for that 
the Church of Constantinople had taken to 
itself the title of frst (‘Prima’) of all 
churches." ‘This statement is found for the 
first time in a single, short, and unconnected 
passage in the history of the Lombards 
written at the close of Cent. viii. by Paul 
Warnfried, commonly called * Paulus Dia- 
conus" (ap. Muratori, Script. Rer. Ital., i. 
465). We next meet it, a hundred years 
later, in Beda, copied literally from Paul 
(De Temp. Ratione, ed. Giles, vi. 323). Again, 
after the lapse of three centuries, we find 
it inserted verbatim by Anastasius the Li- 
brarian im his lives of the Popes (Vita 
Bonifacii III.) After him it was copied by 
Siegebert of Gembloux in a treatise entitled 
* Chronographia; and from these works it 
has been simply repeated by all subsequent 
writers. Mr. Hallam (Middle Ages, 1oth ed., 
ii. 160) thus comments on the use which has 
been made of this passage :—“ I observe that 
some modern publications annex considerable 
importance to a supposed concession of the 
title‘ Universal Bishop,’ made by the Emperor 
Phocas in 606 to Boniface III., and even 
appear to date the Papal supremacy from this 
epoch." Perhaps, he adds, some loose ex- 
pressions of Mosheim (Eccl. Hist. ii. 169) 
may have led to this mistake; “but there 
are several strong objections to our con- 
sidering this as a leading fact, much less as 
marking an era in the history of the Papacy: 
—(r1) Its truth, as commonly stated, is more 
than questionable. The Roman Pontiffs 
Gregory I. and Boniface III. had been vehe- 
mently opposing the assumption of this title 
by the Patriarch of Constantinople, not as 
due to themselves, but as one to which no 
bishop could legitimately pretend. There 
would be something almost ridiculous in the 
Emperor’s immediately conferring an appel- 
lation on themselves which they had just 
disclaimed.” (2) “The concession of Phocas 
could have been of no validity in Lombardy, 
France, or other Western countries, where 
nevertheless the Papal supremacy was incom- 
parably more established than in the East.” 

. «> (4) * Whatever the title ‘ Universal 
Bishop' meant, the Patriarchs of Constan- 
tinople," proceeds Mr. Hallam, “had borne it 
before, and continued to bear it ever after- 
wards (Dupin, De Ant. Discipl. p. 329):"— 
e. g. Heraclius, successor of Phocas, con- 
tinued to give the title to the Patriarch of 
Constantinople :—see Gieseler, z., S., 680. 

Mr. Hallam, indeed, himself is in error 
when he proceeds to state that Popes Pela- 
gius II. and Gregory I. disclaimed the title 
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‘Universal Bishop? “though it bad been 
adopted by some towards Leo the Great in the 
Council of Chalcedon (Fleury, t. viii. p. 95)” 
In these words is repeated a mistake as ancient 
as the time of Gregory the Great who him- 
self believed it (see his Epistles, lib. v. 18, 20, 
4I; viii. 30). The title “Head of the Uni- 
versal Church,” was, indeed, inserted by the 
Roman Legates in the Latin version of the 
Acts of the Council, but the original records, in 
Greek, give it no countenance. In the re- 
cord of the voting concerning Dioscorus we 
read—ó áyióraros kai pakapıóraTos apxvemi- 
ckomos Ths peydAns kal mpeofvrépae “Pons 
Aéov (Actio iii., Mans, vi. p. 1048); while in the 
Latin version of the Acts which Leo sent to 
the Bishops of Gaul, the words appear thus: 
* Sanctus et beatissimus Papa, caput universalis 
ecclesia” (Leonis Epp. 103 (82)). The fable 
which the “ Catechismus Romanus” retains, 
that St. Cyril, at the Council of Ephesus, 
named the Bishop of Rome “ Archiepiscopum 
totius orbis terrarum Patrem et Patriarcham ” 
(pars ii., c. 7. qu. 24 § 4), first appeared in the 
* Aurea Catena” of Thomas Aquinas on 
St. Matt. xvi. 18. “It is even laid, down” 
observes Mr. Hallam, “in the Decretum of 
Gratian that the Pope is not styled ‘Universal,’ 
—‘nec etiam Romanus Pontifex universalis 
appellatur,—though some refer its assumption 
to Cent. ix. (Wouv. Tr. de Diplom., t. v. 
P. 93).” 

On the words of Paul the Deacon quoted 
already to the effect that, in the year 606, 
Phocas styled the See of Rome * bead” of the 
churches, because the Church of Constanti- 
nople had the title “frst” of the churches, 
Mr. Hallam says: “This was probably the 
exact truth: and the subsequent additions 
were made by some zealous partisans of Rome, 
to be seized hold of in a later age, and turned 
against her by some of her equally zealous 
enemies ” (did.) 


NOTE F ON VER. ro.—T HE TEXT OF 
VER. Io. 


The Textus Receptus reads :—et vis aixpa- 
Aecíav cuvdyer, eis aixuadooiay vmayet. 
The Cod. Alex. (A) reads: et ris eis 
aixpaXegíay, eis aixpadoaiay imdye. This 
reading of A, writes Dr. Scrivener, “though 
apparently unsupported except by a Slavonic 
MS., and the best copies of the Vulgate,! looks 
more probable” than that of N, B, C, P.— 
Introd., p. 568. The old transl. in Irenæus 
gives :— “Si quis in captivitatem duxerit, in 
captivitatem ibit" (Adv. Her. v. 28, p. 326). 

The Armenian Version, notes Tisch., gives: 


! The Vulg. gives: “Qui in captivitatem 
duxerit, in captivitatem vadet.” Tregelles gives 
the more correct form: * Qui in captivitatem, ` 
vadit im captivitatem." 
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—“ Sunt enim quidam qui in captivitatem 
tradentur; " and it goes on: “et sunt quidam 
qui gladio morientur, et sunt quidam qui ipsi 
Ipsos occident." He gives as the Coptic:— 
* Ducens in captivitatem, ingrediatur." 1 

The MS. used by Erasmus merely read: 
el tts alyuaXocíay cvváyei Er. completed 
the clause, but altered the reading given him 
by Valla, viz.—et ris ¢yee alypaXoctav omáyeu 
as the Complutensian reads. 

Hengstenberg supports the reading of 
the Text. Rec, quoting 1 Macc. xiv. 7: 
kal cwviyyayev aixyuadooiay moANijv—" it cor- 
responds,” he writes, “to the Hebrew mon 
mb), and denotes the bringing together of cap- 
tives (Luke xxi. 24) for the purpose of trans- 
porting them from their own to a foreign 
land:" cf. Amosi. 6. Bleek in like manner takes 
the abstract as put for the concrete (“So 
jemand Gefangene führet, der wandert in 
Gefangenschaft)," referring the words to the 
Beast and his adherents. Renan to the same 
effect translates: * Celui qui fait des captifs 
sera captif à son tour."— p. 412. 

De Wette rejects the different readings 
proposed: “Perhaps the author wrote, e 
Tis eie aixp., eis aiyp., and the ellipsis was 
filled up by different glosses." 


NOTE G ON CH. XIII. 18.—THE NUMBER OF 
THE BEAST. 


I. According to St. Irenæus Antichrist sums 
up in himself all the wickedness of former 
ages both before and after the Deluge; “the 
number of his name,” therefore, is suitably 
set forth as 666 (karaAAjAes otv Kal TO dvopa 
aùroð é£e Tov dpiüuóv xéz). Thus Noah 
was 600 years old when the Deluge came 
(Gen. vii 6). In after times Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image was in height three score (60) 
cubits, and in breadth six (6) cubits."— 
Dan. iii, 1. Accordingly the 600 years of Noah, 
together with the numbers (60 and 6) denot- 
ing the height and breadth of the image, signify 
the number of Antichrist’s name. ‘The num- 
ber in Rev. xiii 18, adds Irenzus (Adv. 
Her. v. 29, 30) teaches us that the num- 
ber of the name of the Beast exhibits, 
according to the computation of the Greeks, 
by the letters which are in it, 600 and 
60 and 6:—“ Some persons, however, have, 
through error, subtracted 50 from the 
middle number of the name (oùk oiüa môs 
éopadrnoay tives éraxodovOncarres iQuorw pu, 
kai rov pécov rÜérgcav dpiÜpàv ToU dvdparos, 
v NrjQupa oieAórres, kai dvri ràv éé Sexddor, 


! Griesbach gives as the reading of the Coptic 
and Slavonic, ef ris alxpadwolay imet, and as 
the reading of.the Syr, ef vis aixuaAccíav 
&mdryei eis aix ua omia. ÚTAYEL 


plav Sexdda SovAópevor eivai); but this was 
the fault of the scribes, as usually happens 
when numbers are set forth by letters, and 
when the Greek letter denoting 6o (£) is 
altered into the Greek letter Iota denoting ro 
(c). Certain persons have even dared to look 
for a name represented by the false number 
(erd\pnoav kai üvoua dvatnreiv čyov rò v 
erpadpevoy kal Ómpuaprnuévov dprOudv); be- 
coming liable to the punishment of him who 
adds or takes away aught from Scripture (R ev. 
xxii. 18, 19)! Irenæus then proceeds to state 
sundry explanations which had, in his time, 
been proposed ; among which he gives La- 
TINUS” observing :—*AATEINOZ nomen habet 
sexcentorum sexaginta sex numerum: et 
valde verisimile est... Latini enim sunt qui 
nunc regnant.” —żib., p. 329. If, he adds (in 
the passage No. (10), quoted in the Introduc- 
tion, $ 2, a), it were right at the present 
time to proclaim openly the name of Anti- 
christ, it would have been spoken by him 
who beheld the Visions of the Apocalypse,— 
“nomen autem ejus tacuit Canon Farrar 
(The Expositor, May 1881, p. 345), apparently 
in illustration of this remark, writes: “ Jose- 
phus was in high favour, first with Poppcea . 
and then with the Flavian dynasty, yet he stops 
abruptly in his explanation of the prophecies 
of Daniel, with a mysterious hint that he does 
not deem it prudent to say more,—‘ Daniel 
did also declare the meaning of the stone to 
the King: but I do not think proper to relate 
it.’—Antt. x. 10, § 4.” 

R. Fleming (/c., p. 30) observes “ that 
even the Hebrew contains the number 666, 
in the numerical letters thereof, whether we 
make use of Ml)\7 Romana, scil Sedes, or 
wW Romanus vel Latinus? From the 
number being found in Aareivos Irenæus 
* concluded that he was to be a Roman." 
Thus, (O = 200 + 1=6 + ID =40 +%=10 
+4 = 10 + N= 400) = 666. And again (4 
= 200 + B: = 40-8 = 970) 4 Fo 
T S 4 = 300) 8:2 6660 And 
whereas Bellarmin objects that Latinus should 
be rendered by a single Jota and not by ez, 


! Dr. Scrivener (Lc, pp. 450, 543), aptly 
illustrates this alteration of the text by the read- 
ing ós éßðouhkovra ét, for diakdoim éBdourKovra 
čt, in Acts xxvii 37; where the ‘‘ difference 
between B and the Received Text would consist 
of the insertion or the contrary of the letter w: 
whether in fact the Evangelist wrote woos or 
cos, ‘ about 76’ or §276’,” 

2 The word Latinus has been objected to, 
because the term had no. existence in the first 
century except in the poetry and local geo- 
graphy of the Campagna of Rome ; and, as the 
name of a language, was utterly unknown in 
any form within the Apostolic sphere—see for 
example Luke xxiii, 38 (‘Pwpaikots) ; John xix. 
20 ('PopateTi). 
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he is exceedingly mistaken: for not only Ire- 
nzus renders the word thus, but all the Greeks 
do the same "—e.g. 'Avroveivos, ZaBeivos. 

Of all the solutions current in his time 
Irenæus! prefers TEITAN, a word which con- 
sists of six letters, of two syllables—each con- 
sisting of three letters, and which may well 
designate Antichrist, as being the name of 
one of the giants who assailed the gods. For 
this last reason modern writers (Wetstein,? 
Knittel) have adopted it; and also from its 
similarity to “ Titus,” the name of the con- 
queror of Jerusalem. The name Titan is 
also mentioned by Victorinus, as being a 
name “quem gentiles Solem, Phoebumque 
appellant? Victorinus is also made to add 
that if we use Latin letters we get per anti- 
phrasin “ Diclax” (D= 500, I—1, C=100, 
L=50, V=5, X =10)—“id quod Grzce 
sonat Terdv, nempe id quod Latine dicitur 
Diclux, quo nomine per antiphrasin expresso 
intelligimus Antichristum." This suggestion 
of Diclux is a senseless interpolation; and 
the interpolator, whoever he was, was so 
ignorant as to make Victorinus, who lived 
circ. A.D. 294, also give as a solution Genseric 
(A.D. 429). Bengel indeed tells us that it 
was Ambrosius Autpertus (circ. A.D. 770) 
who composed DICLVX. out of DCLXVI. 
—the Roman numerals denoting 666. 

Among the names given by Andreas, as if 
- after Hippolytus, is Bevédcxroo. Andreas might 
indeed have heard of Benedict of Nursia (A.D. 
530); but, as Bengel points out in his Gnomon, 
this name, signifying “The Blessed "—fer 


1 Hippolytus (De Antichristo, c. 50, ed. 
Fabric. p. 25) also writes :—moAAd yàp episko- 
pev dvduara ToUrQ TG &piduQ icójma mepiexó- 
peva, and, following his master Irenæus (see 
Photius, Cod. 121), he gives Tertdy, Ebdv0as, 
Aareivos, as his solutions. Hippolytus (** An- 
colitus," Zc., p. 26: see Note C on ch. xii. 3) also 
adopts the reading 666; and adds to other ex- 
planations the word AavriaAoc. 

? Wetstein notes :—‘‘ Andreas: Tevràv Ka" 
*"UrmóAvrov. Hesychius: Tewàv . . . . TÒ TOÔ 
&vrixplarov Óvoua. Beda : ‘Hic numerus apud 
Greecos in nomine Titanis, id est gigantis, di- 
citur inveniri ' [viz T = 300 + E=5+1= 
10+ T= 3001 A=1+4+N = 50 — 666; and 
Beda adds: ‘Hoc sibi nomen Antichristus, usurp- 
atum ire putatur de quo scriptum est exultavit ut 
gigas ad currendam viam, &c.]. Eleganter 
[continues Wetstein] et apposite Ioannes Titum 
Flavium Vespasianum patrem et filios hoc nomine 
designat. Convenit nomen Terráv preenomini ip- 
sorum Zitus. Resipsa etiam convenit. Titanes 
fuerunt 0couáxo:, tales etiam Vespasiani." 

The idea of getting the reading 616 by dropping 
the final J in Nero’s name, is not a discovery of 
modern rationalists ; for Wetstein goes on to note: 
* Sin autem ex aliorum codicum lectione præ- 
feras 616, invenies hunc numerum demta litera 
postrema N in voce Ted, quz Zitum clarius 
designat." 


REVELATION. XIII. 


antiphrasin, “ The Cursed "—is an interpola- 
tion made for the purpose of bringing in the 
name of Pope Benedict IX. (A.D. 1033—1044). 
The date of this Pope being thus 1000 years 
after the Passion, his name, accordingly, gave 
the date of the Kingdom of the Beast (ch. xx. 
7) Arethas (Le, p. 384) gives ó Nuxyrno, 
“The Conqueror,” which is adopted by Stern. 

Here it should be noted that it was only 
in the later written Greek character that 
final o became s ( really denotes 200); and 
that c is to be distinguished from s’— originally 
used for the numeral 6, but afterwards as a 
short form of or. Hence we may see the 
error of Salmasius and Grotius, who think 
that St. John referred to “Ulpius T "(rajanus), 
in Greek OdAmtos, Ulpiost,— viz. (O = 70 + v = 
400 + A—30 + m —80 + c.— 10 + 0—70 + s 
=6)=6661 

II. The solution “Nero Cæsar "—the name 
being written in Hebrew letters as 53Dp |Y03 
(=666), or "Dp n3 (=616)—has been men- 
tioned above in the note on this verse. The 
mode of writing this name in the Hebrew of St. 
John’s day would be 3D'p pw» (see Thalm. 
BabyL, Gittin, fol. 56). The name “Cæsar "n 
(*bp) is found without quiescents in the inscrip- 
tions of Palmyra of Cent. iii. (Vogüé, Syrie cen- 
trale, Inscr. sémit., pp. 17, 26); but the Naba- 
thean inscription of Hebron which belongs to 
A.D. 47, presents app (Vogüé, żb., p. 100). 
Renan observes: “The omission of the * may 
appear strange in the first century ; it is pro- 


' bable that the author has designedly suppressed 


it in order to have a symmetrical cypher é£akó- 
oto, éÉjkovra €& With the * he would have 
had 676 ”—p. 416. In consequence of this 
difficulty, Ewald (s. 263) explains “ Cesar of 
Rome,” and writes ny» àb'p,—(p-— 100 + * = 
Io + D = 60 + 1 = 200) = 370 + (1 = 200 
+3 =6 + D = 40) = 246; and thus gets 
370 +. 246 = 616,—the number indicated by 
the reading which Irenzus rejected. 

The reference to Rome in Hebrew letters 
has long since been suggested, and in more than 
one form owing to the difficulty of proving 
that such a group of letters has ever been 


1 The commentary ascribed to  Tichonius : 
(see Note A on ch. vi.) adopts the reading 616. 
We there read (ap. OZ. S. August., t. ii. p. i. . 
App., col. 154, Ant. 1700) : ** Numerus, inquit, 
efus est sexcenti sedecim. Quem faciamus secundum 
Grecos maxime quia ad Asiam, scribit, e£ ego, 
inquit, æa e£ w. ‘Sexcenti et sedecim’ Grecis 
literis sic fiant xig". Quee notee solute, numerus 
est: redacte autem in monogrammum et notam 
faciunt et numerum et nomen. Hoc signum 
Christi intelligitur, et ipsius ostenditur simili- 
tudo, quam in veritate colit ecclesia." 

? Ewald, however, refers to the Syriac, and 
also to Jewish writings (cf. Joseppón, 2, 23, 
P D Br.) for the form 4pp as well as 1D'p 
—5S. 263. 
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used: e.g. n" = “Roman” Beast (mn), 
or Kingdom (mY391):—so Jurieu, Piscator, 
Launay, Daubuz, Osiander;—or = py; 
11323" “excelsa et preampla:”—so Vitringa, 
(p.633). Züllig's solution is the most elaborate 
of all:—The Rabbinical title of the Anti- 
Messias is Armillus? a name which is equi- 
valent to Balaam (see Note B on ch. ii. 6). 
Accordingly Züllig takes for the number the 
words “ Balaam, son of Beor, the soothsayer "— 
DDIPA Mya ja nya, from which he omits | 
twice (Num. xxiv. 3, 15), as well as the 
art. 11; and giving their values to the remain- 
ing letters he gets 666. (Mr. Elliott gives a 
solution, * suggested by a friend," in Arabic 
characters, which signify Catoolikee Lateen). 

III. The Latin solutions are comparatively 
few: eg. that ascribed to Bishop Bedell— 
PAVLo V. VICEDEo, (Ze. ‘in the time of 
Paul V. Vicegerent of God’). Roman Catholic 
writers of course retorted: e.g. “ Luther ” gave 
the number, under his early name “ Martin 
Lauter ;"—or “ Joannes Calvinus ;"—or “ Beza 
antitheos," counting at pleasure according 
to Saxon, or Greek, or Hebrew numerals. 
Thus * Martin Lauter” is represented as fol- 
lows by Feuardentius (p. 200) in his noteson 
Irenæus (v. 30)) —(M — 30 + A— 1 + R= 
80 + T=100 + I—9 + N=40)=260 + (L 
—20 +A=1+ V=200+T=100+ E=5+ 
R=80)= 406; and hence 260 + 406 = 666, 
where the letters of the Roman alphabet are 
counted, as in the Greek, by units, decads, 
hundreds. The same name reads in Hebrew 
characters, under the form sndib,—4 =200 
+n =400+ 5 =30 + 1=6+ b =30 = 666. 
(See Belarmin., De Rom. Pont. iii. 10). 

To give a few other examples :— 

Weyers :—Tdäios Kaicap, Gaius Cesar, or 
Caligula. Zuschlag (reading 616) :—Atos 
Katoap, the Divine Cesar. Gensler :— Julian 
the Apostate, 'Azosarjs. Gensler takes an era 
called after some man or men, “ for it is the 


1 Daubuz observes that the Harlot’s name 
** Mystery," in ch. xvii. 5,in Hebrew TIND, gives 
the same result. 

? Canon Farrar (Zc., p. 336) states that in 
the Talmud ‘‘the Emperor Caligula is called 
Armuillus because of the ‘bracelets’ (armille) 
which he had the folly to wear in public No 
other reference however is given for this state- 
ment ; it resembles the origin of the name Cali- 
gula (caZiga). Pliny (H. N. xxxiii. 2, 37) says that 
the Emperors conferred the armzl/a on soldiers 
of merit, who were citizens :—'* armillas civibus 
dedere quas non dabant externis." Suetonius 
indeed says that Caligula * manuleatus et armil- 
latus in publicam processit" (Calig., c. 52); 
just as he mentions that Nero was accompanied 
by “armillata et phalerata turba? (Wero, c. 30); 
but the historian makes no mention of a zame 
derived from armilla. Tacitus says nothing of 
such a name. 


number of a man;" and he takes the era 
of the Seleucide, which began B.C. 311. 
To this number he adds 355 which gives, 
according to him the date of Julian. The 
Vandal Genseric, 'evonpikóo (A.D. 429) is also 
named ;—Mohammed, in Greek characters, 
viz. Maopéric, as given by Zonaras, Euthymius, 
and Cedrenus;—Napoleon, written NarroAe- 
óvri;—Parzus gives “Ira\ucd ékkXgoía, “the 
olic termination,” writes Mr. Elliott, 
“being given to IraAukd,” inasmuch as “ the 
Latin is of /Eolic origin." Hengstenberg, 
after Vitringa, gives the curious solution, 
viz. “In the whole Old Testament there 
is but one instance in which the number 666 
occurs in connexion with a name. It is said 
in Ezra ii. 13: ‘The sons of Adonikam 666. 
The name ddonikam must therefore be the 
name of the Beast."—vol ii. p. 52. (Beda 
notices, that 666 talents were the yearly 
revenue of Solomon 2 Chron. ix. 13). 

See Calmet, Dictionary of the Bible, art. 
“ Antichrist ;"—Züllig, “ Excurs zu kap. xiii. 
18;”—Elliott, Hor. poc, di p. 242;— 
A. Réville, Essais de Crit. Rel. p. 72, &c. 

IV. T'wo specimens of interpretation may 
be added in conclusion :— 

(1) “An interpretation of the No. 666, by 
Francis Potter, B.D., Oxford, 1642;" with 
a letter commendatory of Joseph Mede, who 
describes this tract as “ The happiest that ever 
yet came into the world.” 

The author states “that in ch. vii. the 
Mystery of the number 144, which is the 
number opposed to 666, consists in the 
square root of it which is 12, and that 
therefore the mystery of 666 must be in the 
square root of it also.” Now (25)?= 625; 
and the remainder as being “unusefull ” (p. 
66), may be disregarded. “The first decreed 
and limited number of Cardinals and parish 
Priests in Rome was 25 ;"—* The number of 
the gates of Rome was 25 ;”’—“ The Popish 
Creed consists of 25 articles, as the Apostles’ 
doth of 12;” &c. In reply to the objection 
that 25 may as well be the root of any number 
between 625 and 676 (the square of 26) 
as of 666, the author says no,—for, among 
other reasons, ‘‘no other number whose root 
was 25, could be expressed by the numeral 
letters of the Beast’s name, as concerning the 
word Aareivos, and divers other names of 
this Beast in divers languages hath been, and 
may be observed." p. 190. 

(2) Lange in Herzog's Rea/-Encyclopádie 
(art. Antichrist, i. 375), observes “that the 
numbers of the Apocalypse in general are 
not cabbalistic, enigmatical numbers, but 
symbolical numbers." The number 666, ac- 
cordingly, may perhaps be explained after 
the analogy of the numerical symbolism of 
this Book; and the key to this solution may 
be found in the contrast between the “ unrest” 
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of apostates and the “rest” of the faithful 
—see ch. xiv. 11, 13. Lange sees, therefore, 
a threefold contrast to the sacred Seven :— 
“The 600 is perhaps the number of the end- 
less, curse-laden time, which will amount to 
a pure /Eon; 6o is the number of false pro- 
phecy in contrast to the 7o Elders of Moses 
( Ex. xxiv. 1) and the 7o disciples of the Lord 





* Hilgenfeld has published a Latin text of the 
apocryphal ** Apocalypse (oràváxmjus) of Moses.” 
He compares in his notes chapters i., viii., and 
x., with our Gospel of St. Matthew, with St. Paul 
in his Epistles, and with the Revelation of St. 
John. Matt. xxiv. 21, and Rom. ii. 15 resemble, 
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c 


(Luke x. 1); 6 is the number of endless 
trouble as opposed to 7 as the number of 
sabbath-rest. "! 

'The more this question is considered, the 
more one is inclined to accept the conclusion 
of Bellarmine :— 

“ Verissima igitur sententia est eorum qui 
ignorantiam suam confitentur." 


he thinks, the words of this apocryphal writer ; 
and Hilgenfeld concludes that Rev. xiii. 18 is 
fonnded on the following enigma of ch. ix.: 
** Tunc illo dicente homo de Tribu Levi, cujus 
nomen erit TZE, qui habens vii. filios," &c. [c£ 
2 Macc. vii., sq.]—4ZVev. Zest. extra Can., Fascic. 
i. pp. 105, 112, II4- 





CHAPTER XIV. 


1 The Lamb standing on mount Sion with his 
company. 6 An angel preacheth the gospel. 
8 The fall of Babylon. 15 The harvest of the 


world, and putting in of the sickle. 20 The 
vintage and winepress of the wrath of God. 


ND I looked, and, lo, a Lamb 


stood on the mount Sion, and 





Ver. 1 rò dpviov.—rd üvoua abroü Kal TÒ Ovopa.—| 1 reads kalóuévov (for yeypaupévov), an 
p m p p ypappévov), 


error for kaiduevov—as Andr. seems to have read]. 
om. 3rd elgw. Ver. 5 eddos.—om. yap.—om. év@mtov TOU 
words, which Er. supplied from the Vulg. ante 
Ver. 6 émi rovs.—kabnpévovs.—kal émi may. Ver. 7 Aéyov. 
Ver. 9 dAXos dyyeXos rpiros. 
nd ade. 


om.  wohis.—h for óri.—rà €Ovy. 


[A omits éylov]. Ver. 12 7j bmopovi.—om. 2 
others read an? dpru|.—dvaranoovrar.—ra yap épya. 
Ver. 16 ths vepédns. 


Tisch., 8th ed.; 


vidv. Ver. 15 om. cou.—om. rod bef. epica. 


thronum Dei: 


Ver. 2 xal h ov) qv kovra as KO. Ver. 4 
Opdvov ro) Oco? (1 also omits these 
Luther, * für dem stuel Gottes"). 

Ver. 8 dAXos Sevrepos dyy.— 
Ver. 10 om. ray before ayy. 
Ver. 13 om. por—[årapri is read by 
Ver. 14 kaOnpevoy ópotov 
Ver. 18 6 &yov.—dQovfj.— 


ri omits ris duméAov| Ver. 19 Tov uéyav [with A, B, C, P.—N reads vij» pe dAgv.—1 reads 
ns ap y NV, KENGAN 


roy Aqvóv . . . Tov péyav, which Er. changed into r7» Anvov . . 


.Tjv peyáXgv). Ver. 20 &£o6ev.] 





CHAP. XIV. 


'The Fifth chief Vision of the Revelation 
Proper now opens and is contained in this 
chapter :—see Introd. $ 12. 

The Seal-Visions, speaking generally, have 
occupied the section from ch. v. 1 to ch. viii. 1 ; 
and the Trumpet- Visions have extended from 
ch. viii. 2, down to ch. xi. 19, on which there 
is, apparently, an abrupt break between ch. xi. 
and ch. xii. In ch. xii. and ch. xiii. the origin 
and fortunes of the Church Militant, as well 
as the source of her conflict with the world, 
have been represented; and now, in order to 
fill up the break between ch. xi. and ch. xii., and 
immediately before the “ Seven last Plagues” 
(ch. xv. 1), the present chapter is interposed. 
It contains three principal Visions—each open- 
ing with the formula, “And I saw,’—an 
episode (vv. 12, 13) separating the second 
Vision from the ¢hird. (1) In vv. 1-5, the 
servants of God are consoled as they con- 
template the terrible prospect disclosed in 
ch. xiii. ;—(2) In vv. 6-11 tollow the an- 
nouncements of the three Angels containing 
distinct references to ch. xiii. ;—(3) In vv. 12, 


13 the episode is interposed ;—(4) In vv. 14- 
20 the Seer beholds the Vision of the Harvest 
andthe Vintage. As in ch. vii. a Vision of the 
glory of heaven was given in order to animate 
and support the Church at the approach of 
“the great tribulation” (ch. vii. 14), so here, 
before the Seven Vials are poured out, there 
is given, in vv. 1-5, a Vision of the Redeemed, 
setting forth the recompense reserved for those 
“that overcome” (see ch. ii, 1r; iii. 12, 21; 
and the note on ch. iii. 22). 


THE LAMB ON MouNT ZION (1-5). 


1. And I saw,] For the same formula 
introducing a separate Vision, see vv. 6, 14; 
for the formula “ I heard,’ see ver. 13 :—cf. 
OUCH. 1212: IVT savant 

and behold, the Lamb] (See vv. //.). 
Note the definite article, “the Lamb,” the 
Lamb of ch. v. 6:—for the thought implied 
see ch. v. 9; vii. 14; xii. 11; xiii. 8. Christ, 
in the form of a Lamb, appears in contrast to 
the Dragon-form of Satan in ch. xiii. 4. 


standing upon the mount Zion,| Here 
only, and in Heb. xii. 22, do we find “ Mount ` 


Wizi] 


with him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having his Father's name 
written in their foreheads. 

2 And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of a great thunder: 
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and I heard the voice of harpers harp- 
ing with their harps : 

3 And they sung as it were a new 
song before the throne, and before 
the four beasts, and the elders: and 


no man could learn that song but the 





Zion" (* Jerusalem which is above," Gal. 
iv. 26) mentioned in the N. Test. In Heb. 
Xii. 18 the spiritual Zion is contrasted with 
the outward and earthly Zion which was the 
seat of the old Covenant ; and as in ver. 2 the 
Voice is heard from * Peaven," so here we 
have the heavenly Zion, the seat of the hea- 
venly Temple which is related to the ancient 
Tabernacle, or “ Tent of meeting " (Num. xvii. 
4; cf. Ex. xxv. 21, 22), as the substance to the 
shadow (Ex. xxv. 40) :—it is the place “ where 
God and Angels meet with men, and the 
righteous: are eternally blessed" (so Stern, 
Hengst., Ewald, Ebrard). This D üsterd. de- 
nies, regarding Zion as the emblem of the 
sacred home oz eartb ofthe New Test. Church, 
as it had formerly been the home of the Old 
Test. Church. More literally still, Burger 
understands the actual, earthly Zion, or Jeru- 
salem, to which converted Israel is hereafter 
to return. At all events, Zion, “the City of 
the Lamb,” is opposed to Babylon, the city of 
the Beast—see ver. 8 (Words.). 

an hundred and forty and four thousand,] 
Observe the absence here of the definite article, 
and the use of it in ver. 3 when these same 
words are referredto. Accordingly the refer- 
ence is now not directly to the 144,000 of ch. 
vii. 4, but to the innumerable multitude of ch. 
vii. 9. Inch. vii. 4 the 144,000 were the Sealed 
on earth; what is now intended is to exhibit 
by anticipation the Redeemed in heaven ; and 
the same sacred number (see on ch. vii. 4) is 
employed by which the Sealed had been 
designated, because it is that very body, con- 
sisting of “the Israel of God,” for whose 
consolation this Vision of heaven is designed. 

The article is also wanting in the first clause 
of ch. xv., where we read “a sea of glass” 
(cf. ch. iv. 6). Burger explains this absence 
of the definite article by observing that, in ch. 
vii. 4, St. John had not then seen, but had 
merely “eard the number of them which 
were sealed;” and therefore that this is an 
absolutely new Vision :—what the Sealing had 
intimated, he now sees fulfilled. 

having his name, and the name of his 
Father, written on their forebeads.| (See vv. 
/L). All who have been ^ sealed” throughout 
the ages as the servants of God, and who have 
“come out of the great tribulation” (ch. vil. 
14) are now beheld by the Seer—as if their 
conflict were past and over—-bearing the Name 
wherewith they had been sealed. We observe 


here the fulfilment of the promise given in 
ch. iii. 12 (cf. Ex. xxviii. 36, 38); as well as 
the contrast to ch. xiii. 16 :—for the contrasted 
mark of evil, see also ch. xvii. 5. 

Some (e.g. Züllig, De Burgh, Burger) un- 
derstand by the 144,000 the converted or the 
elect from among the Jews; and so, with 
a. peculiar modification, Godet,—see on ch. 
vii. 4; X. 8; xi. 13. Ewald identifies the 
144,000 here with “the armies which were 
in heaven,” ch. xix. 14. 


2. a voice from heaven,| Cf. ch. x. 4, 8. 
If we understand the scene to be the Aeavenly 
Zion (see on ver. 1), the Voice may betaken to 
proceed from the 144,000, although it is by 
no means necessary to suppose this. If we 
understand the scene to be the earthly Zion, 
then the voice (the speaker being left unde- 
fined) comes down from heaven, and the 
144,000, “the Israel of God,” listen to it on 
earth. 

as tbe voice of many waters,| Cf. ch.i. 155 
xix. 6. 


and as tbe voice of a great thunder:| Cf. 
ChXN1:5:5X2 354. 


and the voice which I heard was as 
[the voice] of harpers harping with their harps :| 
See vv. I. ; and Note A on ch. v. 8. For the 
prep. “with” (èv) see on ch. vi. 8. The 
strength of the heavenly Voice is attuned to 
harmony with the notes of the harp: cf. Ps. 
xlii. 4. These words join on to ver. 3— 


3. and they sing as it were a new song] 
See on ch. v. 9, where the words “ as it were” 
do not appear. The song is “new,” because 
the adoration of the Lamb is introduced:—cf. 
Deut. xxxi. 19-22. The song is “ new,” notes 
Burger, because a new act of Divine power, 
viz. the Judgment close at hand, is new to 
be praised (cf. Ps. xxxiii. 5; xl. 3; xcvi. 1; 
cxliv. 9). Bengel sees a reference in the word 
“new” to the idea of “first-fruits, ver. 45 
and so Bisping—the 144,000 are as it were 
“the élite of the Redeemed.” De Burgh * con- 
jectures” that the “new song " is the same as 
that in ch. v. 9, 1o—the “song of Messiah’s 
kingdom.” 

and before the four living beings and 
the elders:| Here we have once more the 
symbolism of ch. iv. 4-11. 


and no man could learn the song] Cf. the 
similar thought, ch. ii. 17 ; xix. 12. 


OI 


hundred and forty and four thousand, 
which were redeemed from the earth. 

4 These are they which were not 
defiled with women; for they are 
virgins. ‘These are they which fol- 
low the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 
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save the hundred and forty and four tbou- 
sand,| A comparison with ch. v. 9 renders it 
still more probable that the r44,000—who 
symbolize the innumerable multitude of 
ch. vii. 9—are beheld, by anticipation, iz 
heaven; a result confirmed by the words 
which follow. On the other hand, Alf., 
following D üsterd. (see on ver. 1), pronounces 
it to be * essential to the right understanding 
of the Vision, that the harpers and the song 
are in heaven, the 144,000 on earth.” 


[even they] which had been redeemed 
from the earth.) Gr. “bought,” “pur- 
chased: ”—cf. the verb here and in ch. v. 9 
with Gal. iv. 5. (The concord of the mas- 
culine participle with the fem. “thousands,” 
Diisterd. notes, is “ad sensum :” cf. ch. v. 13). 


4. were not defiled] ‘The tenses must be 
attended to in this passage. As noted on ver. 
1, a Vision of the Redeemed, as if their course 
were past and over, is exhibited to the Church 
on earth: accordingly, here and in ver. 5 the 
past tense is necessarily used—“ were not de- 
fied? “was found ;" and each of these aorists 
is followed by the present, “ they are,” expres- 
sive of a permanent state. Between these two 
“ double-membered " propositions two others 


are interposed—one relating to the present, ^ from among the Redeemed themselves, or that 


viz. “they follow ;” the other relating to the 
past, “they were redeemed.” (Diisterd.) 


for they are virgins.| ‘They represent * the 
faithful Bride” married to the spotless Lamb 
—ch. xix. 7, 9 (Words.). ‘These words may 
imply (if understood literally) the state de- 
scribed in 1 Cor. vii. 1, 7; or (if understood 
spiritually) the state of those, whether married 
or unmarried, who are spoken of in 2 Cor. xi. 
z. When understood in this latter sense, the 
words may imply either purity of soul, as 
seems pointed at in ver. 5; or the chastity 
which is opposed to the “ fornication” of 
Babylon (ver. 8)—viz. spiritual loyalty to 
God, as opposed to spiritual disloyalty : cf. ch. 
ii. 4, and also the spiritual sin of Jezebel, ch. 
li. 20-22. Burger understands those who 
have not entered into the marriage state, and 
who thus, in the Last Days, have kept them- 
selves free from all the cares of this life, 
according to x Cor. vii. 32, 33:—cf. Matt. 
viii. 19; Luke ix. 57. 

That the words can only be understood 
spiritually seems to follow from the whole 
tone of Apocalyptic symbolism:—cf. the 


[v. 4—5. 


These "were redeemed from amon 
men, being the firstfruits unto God 
and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found 
no guile: for they are without fault 
before the throne of God. 





mention of the Bridegroom and the Bride, of 
the Harlot and her fornications. Elsewhere 
we have the language of Ps. xlv., of the Can- 
ticles, of the Book of Hosea, above all of 
2 Cor. xi. 2:—* I have espoused you to one 
husband that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ." 
See Note A at the end of this chapter. 


These [are] they which follow tbe Lamb] 
See wv. //.:—the present tense (see above) 
denotes their existing state of glory—cf. ch. 
vii. rz. Or, on the other view of this passage, 
the entire obedience of the Redeemed during 
their earthly life is implied, “ following” their 
Lord even to death; cf. Matt. x. 38; John 
xiii 36, toc H ebai: 

These were redeemed from among men,| See 
on ver. 3; and cf. the preposition here (dz) 
with the “ out of” (èk) in ch. v. 9. 

[to be] the first-fruits unto God and unto 
the Lamb.| Separated from the entire mass 
as the best absolutely — see Num. xviii. 12, 
and the notes on Ex. xxii. 29; Deut. xxvi. 
2-11; chosen by God as “first-fruits "—see 
James i. 18—they had while on earth been 
consecrated to His service: cf. Titus ii. 14. 
‘The opinion of many that these are first-fruits 


they are so called with respect to those who 
shall come after them, seems unsuitable. Still 
more so the notion of Reuss that the idea of 
“ first-fruits” implies a privileged class, and 
accounts for the mention of a twofold Resur- 
rection in ch. xx. 


5, And in their mouth was found no lie:] 
See vv. JJ. With the past tense, “ was found,” 
compare “were not defiled,” ver. 4. . The 
most general sense of “a lie" is to be under- 
stood—see ch. xxi. 8, 27; xxii 15; a sense 
expounded in r John ii. 22: compare John. 
viii. 44; and also the title “ False Prophet,” 
CH. XYL TS: 


they are without blemish.] Omit the 
words * for," and “before the throne of God ”— 
see vv. ll. Ps. xv. is the best commentary 
on this passage. 

The “ Historical" interpretations at this 
point are of the usual character :—Cocceius 
refers to the protests of the Synod of Frank- 
fort, A.D. 794, against image worship ;— The 
144,000, according to Vitringa (p. 639), are - 
the Waldenses and Albigenses, who first dared 


; i Gr.« 
8 bough 


vars] 


6 And I saw another angel fly in 
the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
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lasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every 





to abandon the communion of the Mystic 
Babylon, the harpers being Wiclif, Huss, and 
other Reformers ;—Elliott sees in ver. 2 the 
Reformation ; the “ neq song” being the union 
of all the Reformed Confessions, and the 
144,000 the elect among Protestant nations 
who did not give way to a cold orthodoxy. 

Among “ Futurist” interpreters, De Burgh 
regards the 144,000 as being “the rest 
of the Woman’s seed” (ch. xii. 17)—the 
* Woman" being the Jewish Church—who 
are to passinto the presence of the Lamb, ex- 
empted from death, and being “ changed and 
translated, as shall be the Saints alive at the 
Lord’s coming:” and he concludes that, 
“before the Vials of wrath are poured out, 
they shall be translated—the Jewish ‘/irst- 
Sruits, and the Gentile ‘ harvest?” (pp. 272, 
276). Todd (p. 116) considers that the event 
seen in this Vision “ occurs after the revelation 
of Antichrist, and immediately before the 
proclamation ‘that the hour of God's judg- 
ment is come.” 

‘Two of the Visions which now follow (wv. 
6, 14) areintroduced by thesame formula, as in 
ver. 1, * And I saw”—the intervening episode 
(vv. 12, 13) including the words “ And I 
beard? (see on ch. i. 2). These Visions an- 
nounce judgment on the world which worships 
the Beast, and thus serve to cheer and sup- 
port, throughout all the ages from the begin- 
ning, believers who are the sufferers from the 
Beast's oppression. 


THE THREE ANGELS OF JUDGMENT (6-112). 


Ebrard compares ch. xviil. with the Visions 
of this passage. Bisping (after Gerlach) takes 
vv. 6-11 to foretell that three great events at 
the end of the last World-week are imme- 
diately to precede Christ’s Second Advent :— 
(1) The announcement of “ the eternal Gos- 
pel” to the whole earth (Matt. xxiv. 14) ;— 
(2) The fall of Babylon ;—(3) A warning to 
all who worship the Beast. 


6. another angel| Different from those who 
appeared in the earlier scenes—see on ch. x. T. 
It raay be, as Hengst. suggests, an Angel diffe- 
rent from the Angelus interpres of ch. i. 1, who 
is supposed to be the speaker in ch. x. 4; 
xiv. 13; &c.—see on ch. 1. 1. 

flying in mid-heaven,] Commentators 
refer to the Eagle in ch. viii. 13, which an- 
nounced the “ Three Woes.” In vv. 7, 8, 9, 
are heard the sayings of the three Angels, 

the eternal gospel] The word “ Gospel” 
is found in the New Test. solely in its technical 
sense; and thus, as in Rom. i. 1, the definite 








article is not used here—the only place in St. 
John’s writings where the word Gospel 
occurs, 

Owing tothe absence of the art. many exclude 
this sense, and render “an eternal gospel,” 
of which the contents are contained in ver. 7 
—so Grotius, Ewald, Zillig, De Wette, 
Hengst., Diisterd., who appeal in proof to ch. 
X. 7; and thus the sense would be, “a mes- 
sage of good news," relating to the Lord's 
Second Coming. Burger says this Vision can 
denote nothing but a last admonition and 
summons to conversion shortly before the 
End. But, in these senses why “eternal”? 
Some see in this expression an allusion to 
God's predestination. 

Bishop Wordsworth justly notes: “It is 
the same Gospel for all nations, and for all 
ages, even unto the end of the world. And 
St. Paul has said, ‘ If any man preach any other 
gospel’ &c., Gal. i. 9.” If we except these 
words (or Matt. xxiv. 35), the title or idea of 
“eternal” (cf. Heb. ix. 14) is not applied to 
“the Gospel” elsewhere in the New Test. 

[For the classical use of the word aidvos, 
see Plato, De Republ. i 363 D, where the 
opinion is mentioned of those who make the 
fairest reward of virtue in * Hades" to be 
pé8nv aiaviov. Cf. De Legg., X. 904 A., ávó- 
ReOpov de ðv yevópevov, adr o)k aiówov, 
Wouxnv kal oda, k.r.À. :—see also Tim., 37 D.; 
38 B.; Locr. 105]. 


to proclaim zz/o] Or bring unto. The 
infinitive depends on “ having,” cf. John xvi. 
12:—0n the active form of the verb see on 
ch. x. 7. (For the insertion of the prep. èri, 
see vv. //.), Diisterdieck suggests as a parallel 
ch. x. 11—where the prep. has a dative. 
Hengst. explains the sense to be “over,” 
and this, by the position of the Angel in the 
highest heaven; the proclamation “over” 
every “nation,” &c. forms the counterpoise 
to the influence of the Beast—ch. xiii. 7. In 
Mark ix. r2, the signification seems to be 
‘towards, ‘with reference to;’ and so, per- 
haps, here. 


them that dwell] Gr. “sit”—see vv. ll 
On the word “sit” cf. Matt. iv. 16 :—for the 
thought, intimating the false security of man- 
kind, see Matt. xxiv. 37, &c.; 1 Thess. v. 2. 


and unto every nation, and tribe, and 
tongue, and people;| See vv. Il. Cf. Matt. 
xxiv. 14: “This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations, and then shall the end come.” 

Elliott illustrates this description by the 
fervour which animated many of the 144,000 
at the close of Cent. xviii. in the establishing 
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worship him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters. 

8 And there followed another $ls: 2 
angel, saying, ^Babylon is fallen, is ch. 18 


nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, 
7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear 
èPs. 146. God, and give glory to him; for the 
a ™ hour of his judgment is come: ^and 





Evangelical Missions to the heathen. “The ch. xvii. ro. With the fall of Babylon, the 


end is close at hand when this great era of 
Christian missions is inaugurated” (Alf). 
On the other hand, as a “Futurist,” De 
Burgh holds that “the preaching of the Gospel 
in this Dispensation has not hitherto had 
for its object the conversion of the world "— 
which is to be “the work of Christ's Second 
Advent ;” and he understands the preaching 
of the Gospel in this verse as designed “to 
test, not convert, the nations" (p. 281). See 
on ch. xv. 4. 

Victorinus takes this Angel to be Elijah, and 
the Angel in ver. 8 to be the other “ Witness :” 
see ch. xi. 3. 


7. and he saith with a great wvoice,] 
The part. (Aéyev) is in the nom.—see 
VU. 


and give him glory;] Cf. ch. xi. 13. 

for the hour of bis judgment is come:] Cf. 
ch. vi. 17; xi. 18. The Judgment is introduced 
at ver. 14; and to the eve of that consumma- 
tion this verse points. Elliott notes that this 
new era of missions points out the sounding 
of the seventh Trumpet, and the outburst 
of the French Revolution of 1789, to be the 
epoch. 


the heaven and the earth. and sea and 
fountains of waters.| The A. V. here 
omits the definite article where it occurs, 
and inserts it where it is absent. Cf. the divi- 
sions of the waters in ch. viii. 8-11; xvi. 3, 4. 
On the objects of Creation here specified the 
judgments of the Seals, the Trumpets, and the 
Vials are poured out. In ch. viii. 7-12 the 
first four ‘Trumpets relate to this same four- 
fold division—the earth, the sea, the sweet 
waters, the heaven. 


8. And another, a second angel, fol- 
lowed,] (See vv. /L) This “second 
Angel” is expressly distinguished by this de- 
scription from the “ another Angel” in ver. 6. 
It belongs, notes Diisterd., to the dramatic 
animation of the scene that each new an- 
nouncement is committed to a special angelic 
“messenger. 


saying, Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great, (Omit city—see vv. ll). ‘This use of 
the aorist—in the sense of the “ prophetic pre- 
terite ’— expresses the certainty of the fall: cf. 
ch. x. 7; xi. 18; xvili, 2, and see on ch. xv. 1. 
'The language is taken from Isai. xxi. 9, the 
verb denoting the violent fall and. overthrow 
of kingdoms—cf. Ezek. xxx. 6; and see on 


capital of the ungodly World-kingdom, the 
Old Test. connects the redemption of the 
people of God (Isai. xiii. 19; xlvii. 1; Jer. 
li. 1-10). (B, C omit the second *fallen"]| 

'This is the first mention of Babylon in the 
Apocalypse, and—if we except 1 Pet. v. 13— 
in the New Test. ; the name of the Old Test. 
"World-power being now transferred to the 
New Test. World-power (ch. xiii.; xviii. 10). 
The title * Great” was applied to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 3o). * Great Baby- 
lon” is now but “a possession for the bittern, 
and pools of water" (Isai. xiv. 23) :—see the 
note on Dan. iv. 30. As in ch. xi. 7 there is 
an anticipatory mention of the Beast before 
he is fully described, so here the great 
event of the last Vial (ch. xvi. 19) is fore- 
shadowed. 

Babylon, in its first form on the plain of 
Shinar, was the living type of the idolatrous 
city. Shinar, as an ideal land of unholiness. 
is contrasted with Israel, “the Holy Land" 
(Zech.ii.7, 12). * What was Nineveh under 
Sennacherib, was Babylon under Nebuchad- 
nezzar. ‘The type remained, though a city 
of the West became the ruling power of the 
earth ” (Maurice, /. c., p. 323). 

For the more special interpretation of 
* Babylon," see generally on ch. xvii. 

Tertullian (Marc. iii. 13), Jerome (in Isai. 
xlvii.), Augustin. (De Civ. Dei, xviii. 22), Bel- 
larmine, Bossuet, Bleek, Déllinger, Hengst., 
&c., understand Rome Pagan;— It was usual 
among the Christians, writes Renan, “ whether 
through precaution against the police, or from 
a taste for mystery, to designate Rome by 
the name of Babylon (r Pet. v. 13; Apoc. 
xiv.-xvil.; Carm. Sibyll v. 142, 158): the 
Jews called Rome ‘ Nineveh, and the Roman 
Empire ‘ Edom, see Buxtorf., Lex. Cbald." 
(p. 36) ;—Vitr., Bengel, Elliott, &c., take it 
to mean Rome Papal ;— Beda the evil world 
(* Diaboli civitas");—Herder, Züllig, &c., 
Jerusalem ;—I. Williams, * Heathen Rome : 
and adulterous Jerusalem” (p. 260) ;—Bis- 
ping, referring to ch. xvii. 18, “the chief 
City of the Antichristian World-power of the 
Last Days—the Capital of the Beast from 
the Sea.” 

The fact is once for all to be noted here 
that nothing is more marked in Scripture 
than the contrast which is maintained between 
Babylon as the type of the World, and Jeru- 
salem as the type of the Church (cf. ch. xxi. 
2). This contrast is introduced by the foun- 


v. 9—10.] 


fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication. 

9 And the third angel followed 
them, saying with a loud voice, If 
any man worship the beast and his 
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image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, 

IO The same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation ; and he shall 





dation of Babel soon after the Deluge; and it 
is completed by the establishment of the house 
of David in the City of Zion. Babylon is 
ever the scene of confusion ;—“ Jerusalem is 
built as a City that is at unity in itself.” 
This is the theme of St. Augustine’s great 
work De Civitate Dei: the contrast between 
the two Cities—the worldly and the heavenly 
—supplies him with an interpretation of the 
whole Bible. Their actual relations gave 
shape to the entire history of the ancient 
people of God. If Babylon be supposed to 
be an emblem of the Church, this main 
analogy of Holy Writ is lost sight of; and 
the meaning which we ought to deduce 
naturally from its history and its types is 
forgotten :—see Introd. § r2. 


which hath made all the nations to 
drink] See vv. //. Cf. the text of this verse 
with that of ch. xviii. 3. 

of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.] 
On the idea of “ fornication” here, see on 
ch. xvii. 1; and also on ch. ii. 14, 20-22. 
This whole passage as to Babylon is founded 
on Jer. li. 7, 8—see ch. xvii. 4. On the 
symbolism here see also Ps. lx. 3; lxxv. 8; 
sail err. 225 Ter. xxv: rs- 

As De Wette notes, two ideas are here 
combined :— Babylon has made the nations to 
drink of the wine of her fornication (ch. xvii. 
2, 4); and in retribution God shall give her 
to drink the wine of His wrath (ver. 10; 
ch. xvi. 19): but the sense is not—as Zuüllig, 
Stuart, &c., explain— inflammatory or in- 
* toxicating wine." 

According to Elliott after the proclamation 
ofthe Angel of missions (ver. 6), and in order to 
encounter the growing political power which 
was subsequently gained in England by the 
Church of Rome in 1829,—the next great 
crisis in the Church was the founding of 
the Reformation Society in 1827. What 
follows in this Vision, he adds, is unful- 
filled. 

Note, the Cod. Sinait. omits from the word 
“ saying," to “with a great voice,” in ver. 9 
(jKorovdncev, homeotel.). 


9. And another angel, a third, fol- 
lowed them, saying with a great voice, | 
(See vv. /L). ‘This announcement connects 
itself more closely than the two preceding 
with ch. xiii. 

If any man worshippeth the beast and his 

New Test— VoL. 1V. 


image,| The spiritual “fornication” referred 
to in ver, 8 is thus defined. 

‘Wherever the “ Beast” and “his Image” 
are coupled together, as here,—viz. in ver. 
IT; Ch. Xv.25 Xvi a> XX 20° xx. A = Mede 
(p. 421) understands by the “ Beast” the: 
“ False Prophet” (ch. xii. 11); and by “ his 
Image,” the * Seven-Headed Beast” restored 
of ch. xiii.3 :—see on ch. xiii. 14, 15. 


and receiveth a mark on his forehead, 
or upon his band,| Cf. ch. xiii. 16. Ebrard 
notes that the Beast has not fallen with 
the fall of Babylon, which is but one of 
the * Heads” of the Beast: this he takes to be 
the sixth * Head "—see ch. xvii. 10, 11. 


10. he also shall drink| T.e., as well as 
Babylon and the nations, see ver. 8, and cf. 
ver. 17 :—or, even he. Hengst. and Alf. 
would regard the conjunction as “ quasi- 
redundant.” 


of the wine of the wrath of God,| See on 
YEr: 8, 


which is prepared unmixed in the cup of 
bis anger;] Gr. “which is mixed un- 
mingled (or undiluted) in the cup"— 
the figure “ Oxymoron.” For the sense given 
in A. V., “to pour out," Grimm refers to ch. 
xviii. 6; and also to Bel and the Dragon, | 
ver. 11; Anthol. xi. 137. So Diisterdieck, 
who explains that the universal custom of di- 
luting wine with water (cf. Isai. i. 22) for 
ordinary use gave the verb the sense of 
“pouring out,"—see Wetstein, Zuüllig refers 
to Ps. Ixxv. 8 (LXX): *In the hand of the 
Lord there is a cup and the wine is red; it zs 
full of mixture ;" and he takes the word *un- 
mixed" to mean not * unmixed or undiluted 
wine,” but “undiluted mixture,” consisting of 
the ingredients by which the Orientals added 
strength to their wine, viz. spices, myrrh, 
opiates, &c. (cf. Mark xv. 23); the sense being 
“he shall drink of the wine of God’s wrath 
—the undiluted mixture poured out in the 
cup.” Hengst. takes up the idea of this 
use of ingredients, but he attaches it to the 
verb, leaving to the adj. the sense of “ undi- 
luted wine”—so that “the wine of God's 
wrath is mingled [with strength-giving ingre- 
dients], itself being undiluted [with water], 
in the cup”:—-the wine of God's: wrath, 
though its intoxicating power is increased, 
is tempered by no clemency. So also 
Words. 
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be tormented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb: 

II And the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up for ever and ever: 
and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image, 





in the presence of the holy angels,| Cf. Luke 
xv. Io; which of itself sets aside the inter- 
pretation of De Wette—“in the judgment 
of the Angels? An aggravation of their 
punishment is signified, notes Düsterd., by 
the fact that Angels are spectators; and he 
refers to ch.xi. 12; Luke xvi 23, &c. See 
v. ll. 


ll. of their torment) “Their,” because 
“any man,” ver. 9, is taken collectively. 


goeth up] Cf. ch. xix. 3. The source of 
this description is Gen. xix. 28 ; Isai. xxxiv. 
9, IO. 


Jor ever and ever;| Gr. unto ages of 
ages:—note the absence of both articles 
here; see on ch. i. 6. Endless duration a 
parte post is signified. 

and they have no rest] Cf. this eternal 
unrest of the apostate worshippers of the 
Beast, with the blessed rest reserved for the 
faithful :—see ver. 13. 


day and night, they that worship the 
beast and his image, and whoso receiveth.] 
Hengst. observes that ch. xx. ro supplies a 
decisive objection to the interpretation of 
Vitringa (p. 660) that an evil conscience in 
this life is meant, which allows no rest day 
and night. 

Renan accounts for the imagery in this 
passage by the natural convulsions which he 
supposes the Seer to have witnessed. Renan 
is struck by the fact that the great erup- 
tion of Vesuvius, A.D. 79, occurred (accord- 
ing to him) some ten years after the 
Apocalypse was written; but he is equal to 
this difficulty: * We shall soon see," he 
writes, “this strange locality [which there is 
no proof that St. John ever visited] inspire 
the Author of the Apocalypse, and reveal to 
him the pit of the Abyss ten years before 
nature, by a singular coincidence, opened 
again the crater of Vesuvius."—pp. 331, 334: 
—see also on ch. ix. 2. 

The older Protestant expositors usually 
understood by the three Angels (vv. 6-11) 
human personages. De Wette classifies such 
opinions: Launoy finds in the first Peter von 
Bruis, in the second Wiclif, in the third 
Luther;—Brightman sees Wiclif, Jerome of 
Prague, Luther ;—Mede sees the opponents 
of image-worship, the Waldenses and Al- 
bigenses, Luther ;—Calovius sees in the first 


REVELATION. XIV. 


[v. 11—13. 


and whosoever receiveth the mark of 
his name. 

I2 Here is the patience of the 
saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith 
of Jesus. 

13 And I heard a voice from 








Luther, who preached “ the eternal Gospel,” 
in the second Chemnitz (“alter Martinus”), 
among the third Calovius recognizes himself 
(“et alii, inter quos Ego indignissimus 
omnium). Bengel fixes the periods of the 
three Angels:—The frst Angel, John Arnd 
(* mid-heaven” being Germany), preaches 
“the eternal (aió»wov) gospel,” the gospel 
which lasts for an “Mon”:—but as a 
* Chronus” (see on ch. vi. 11) = 11191 years 
—an /Eon, which is equal to two Chroni,= 
22222 years; and this period, accordingly, 
extends from the date of the Reformation 
(A.D. 1614) to A.D. 3836 (= A.D. 1836, + 
2000 years the duration of the double Millen- 
nium—see on ch. xx. 2). The second Angel 
(ver. 8) Bengel makes to be Spener from 1635 
to 1727; and the zbird (ver. 9) he regarded 
as not far distant ; while he makes the Harvest 
and Vintage (wv. 15-18) extend from A.D. 
1740 to A.D. 1836. 

Hammond, as a “ Preterist,” refers the sec- 
tion vv. 6-11, to the period between Domitian 
and Constantine. 


'THE EPISODE (12-13). 


12. In order to comfort and support the 
Church still militant on earth, three Angels 
have proclaimed the history of the Christian 
ages:—the diffusion of “the eternal Gospel” 
(vv. 6, 7); the fall of the World-power (ver. 
8); the doom of the ungodly (vv. 9-11). And 
now, lest the faithful should be discouraged 
by the prospect opened out in vv. 10-11, 
the loving admonition already given in ch. 
xii. 1o is once more repeated. See ch. xix. 
9, 10. 


Here is tbe patience of tbe saints,| ‘The end 
which the preceding description is intended 
to enforce is here laid down :—see on ch. xiii. : 
9, 105 XVl. I5. 

they that keep the commandments of 


God,| Omit “ ere are," see vv. ll; and for 
therconstr. Ch chos sao, 


and the faith of Jesus.| Cf. ch. iii. 10; 


“ the faith of Jesus” rests on “ the testimony of 
Jesus,” ch. xii. 17; see Mark xi. 22. 


13. And I beard a voice from heaven] . 
See on ver. 2, the voice, as before, being . 
left undefined :—on the dramatic effect thus 


v. 13.] 
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heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in 


the Lord "from henceforth: Yea, REEL: 


saith the Spirit, that they may rest saith the 
Spirit, yea. 








produced see on ch. i. 1, ro. Hengst. sug- 
gests that the voice may proceed from one 
of the just made perfect; or from one of 
the Elders, ch. vii. 13, 14. 


saying,] Omit “unto me”—see vv. I]. 


- . ? 
Write,| On the command to “ write’ 
see on ch. i. rr; and cf. ch. xix. 9; xxi. 5. 


Blessed] This epithet is applied only to 
men by St. John— John xiii 17; xx. 29; 
ch. i 3, &c. It is applied by St. Paul to 
God—e.g. in 1 Tim. i. r1. 

In ver. 12 the judgments on the ungodly 
were urged as the motive for patience; here, 
the eternal blessedness of the faithful. 


are the dead which die in the Lord] Com- 
pare 1 Cor. xv. 18; 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. Not 
merely martyrs (as many hold), not merely 
those who suffer in time of persecution, but 
each member of the Church ;—every one in 
glory ;—each of the 144,000 “ redeemed from 
the earth” (ver. 3), whose “ blessedness” is 
now the theme. “ Which die,’—not * who 
have died:” thus including those, too, who 
die in later times. 

from henceforth :| Cf. John xiii. 19; xiv. 7. 
The natural meaning is that, dating from 
the utterance of the heavenly voice, “ the dead 
which die in the Lord” are blessed from that 
time forth; and that time begins with the 
era of Redemption. 

The words “from henceforth” (see vv. 
1L.) are variously connected: some connect 
them with “ Blessed,’ in the sense of imme- 
diate blessedness, cf. Luke xxiii. 43; Phil. i. 
23 (Bleek, De Wette, Hengst.);—others 
with the verb “die,” in the sense, “How 
much better it is to die before the evil to 
come,” Eccl. iv. 2 ; Isai. lvii. 1 (Züllig) ;—or, 
“The time is soon coming when it will be 
better to die than live? (Cocceius, Ham- 
mond) ;—Mede refers the words to the deaths 
of future martyrs ;— Alf. takes this complete 
blessedness to date from the time when “ the 
harvest of the earth is about to be reaped ;"— 
Stern refers to the time of Antichrist when 
they who die .a the Lord are to enter into 
Paradise at once (and so far Ewald agrees, 
comparing ch. vi. 9-11; vil. 9-17), thereby 
escaping that course of purification after death 
which all who had died previously must pass 
through ;—* From henceforth” is joined by 
others (see Margin) with the words that 
come after, the Spirit promising immediate 
blessedness after death, so Andreas, Primas., 
Beda, and the Vulgate: * Amodo, jam, dicit 
Spiritus" Lambert Bos (Exerci. Phil., in 
loc., ed. 2, p. 300), reading ázaprí renders, in 


the same connexion, “ perfectly,” “ absolutely,” 
“ altogether —“ Omnino ne inquit. Spiritus ;” 
but, as Words. notes, whenever the Greek 
word rendered “yea” is used in the New 
Test. it stands first in the sentence. 


Yea, saith the Spirit,| Cf. the Divine con- 
firmation similarly added, ch. xix. 9. It is 
the Spirit which gives this assurance, as the 
milder echo of Christ’s more powerful voice 
(Ewald) —cf che 1*7, rn'&c xxi a 
r Tim. iv. 1. We have here the “Amen” 
of the Spirit of Prophecy. Züllig considers 
that two voices are heard—the first that of 
the speaker who is not defined; the other 
that of the Spirit of Prophecy, see Isai. lxi. 
Bisping and Burger take this second clause. 
to be uttered by St. John himself, appeal- 
ing in confirmation to the Spirit of Prophecy. 

Or render, in the Lord, From hence- 
forth, yea, saith the Spirit, that]. 


that they may rest from] Gr. “that they 
shall rest:” see vv. //.; cf. ch. xxii. 14; 
Eph. v. 33. 

See on ver. rr,—we may contrast this 
announcement of perfect rest, with the con- 
dition, there described, of those who worship 
the Beast. 

This clause, stating the ground of the 
blessedness (the constr. being compounded 
of “that they may,” and “in that they 
shall,” cf. ch. ix. 20) Ebrard connects with 
“saith "—" the Spirit saith that they shall ;” 
cf. Mark ix. 12, and see 2 Cor. viii.7. Winer 
(s. 283) supplies from the previous clause 
“they die,” ze, “in order that they shall 
rest," cf. ch. iii. 9; vi. r1. Professor Moul- 
ton notes :—“ May not iva be more simply 
connected with nakápiot, as it is by Düsterd., 
Alf., A. Buttm.?"— p. 399. Burger explains, 
“ Yea [the intent is] that they may rest,” &c., 
cf. John ix. 3: and so Reuss “ Si (quand) les 
fideles meurent, cest pour vivre,” &c. On 
the future after iva see Introd. § 7, (f). 


for their works follow with them.] 
See vv. //.; and cf. ch. vi. 8 on the phrase 
“to follow with”—which, as Hengst. notes, is 
found out of the Apoc. only in Luke ix. 49 
where St. John is the speaker. We may here 
refer to ch, vi. rr, as explained by ch. xix. 8, 
—1 Cor. xv. 58 supplying the commentary : 
see also the Lord's words Matt. xxv. 34-40. 
Ewald (s. 270) comments: “ Yea, they shall 
rest in death from their heavy troubles! their 
works are so far from being lost’ through 
their death, that they follow them into eter- 
nity.” Burger compares ch. ii. 2; xx. 12; 
I Cor. iii. 13-15. 
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from their labours; and their works 
do follow them. 

14 And I looked, and behold a 
white cloud, and upon the cloud one 
sat like unto the Son of man, having 





Tue HARVEST AND THE VINTAGE (14-20). 


14. And I saw, and behold, a white cloud ;| 
The colour of heaven, see on ch. ii. 17,— 
always in the Apoc. denoting Christ's pre- 
sence. , 

and upon the cloud [I saw] one sitting /ike 
unto the Son of man,| (See vv. ll). For this 
title of Christ see on ch.i. 13. Here, as in 
ch. i. 13—the only instances in which the title 
occurs in the Apocalypse—the articles are 
not found. Vitringa urges the absence of 
the article as a reason why we are to under- 
stand an Angel, and not Christ; and so 
Grotius, Bengel, Züllig, De Wette, Bleek,— 
Bleek further urging that the words “ another 
Angel,’ ver. 15, prove that an Angel merely 
is intended (but see ver. 6, where, as in this 
case, there is no reference to an Angel pre- 
viously spoken of). Bleek also argues that, 
were Christ introduced here, the Angel in 
ver. 17 would be placed on an equality with 
Him :—but the whole tone of this verse forbids 
such a conclusion, see below. | 

Winer ($ 59, 11, s. 473) suggests that the 
participle (kaðņpevov) is a neuter following 
« behold? —viz. “something sitting upon the 
cloud like a man,” &c., the constr. then passing 
into the masc. 

having on bis head a golden crown,| ‘The 
conqueror’s crown,—see on ch. vi. 2. He 
has not as yet assumed His diadem as King, 
ch. xix. 12,—see on ch. ii. 10. We have here 
the fulfilment of Matt. xxiv. 30; Luke xxi. 
27 :— Then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of Man in heaven ;” “ Then shall they see the 
Son of Man coming ina cloud with power 
and great glory.” 


and in his hand a sharp sickle.] As * Lord 
of the harvest,” Matt. ix. 38 :—on'the imagery 
see Joel iii. 13; John iv. 35-38. On this 
Vision I. Williams notes: *'The picture is 
itself a parable :—the golden-crowned Reaper 
on the symbolic cloud, and that cloud illu- 
mined by the presence of the Son of Man 
seated thereon, as on His throne !"— p. 263. 
'The Son of Man is related to the three 
Angels which follow in vv. 15, 17, 18, as the 
Rider in ch. vi. 2 to the three who come 
after Him (ch. vi. 3-8); and He is distin- 
guished from them by his titles * Son of Man," 
* He that sitteth on the cloud" (ver. 15), 
and by His * golden crown." 

Mede, Hammond, and others understand 
in this whole passage not the final judgment, 
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on his head a golden crown, and in 
his hand a sharp sickle. 

15 And another angel came out of 
the temple, crying with a loud voice 
to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust 13. 





but some previous coming of Christ; and 
so Dollinger, who sees the judgment on 
heathen idolatry and the triumph of Chris- 
tianity. On the other hand it seems that 
this Vision (vv. 14-20) is related to the final 
judgment; just as the sixth Seal (ch. vi. 
12-17) is related to the completion of the 
mystery of God :—see ch. x. 7. 


15. Now follow the three prophetic types 
of approaching Judgment—the Harvest (Isai. 
xvii. 5; Jer. li. 33), the Vintage (Joel iii. 13), 
the Treading of the grapes (Isai. lxiii. 2, 3). 
The thought conveyed is the nearness of the 
judgment. Many (Bengel, Words., Alf., De 
Burgh, &c.) regard the “ Harvest” as signifying 
the gathering in of the godly; the “ Vintage” 
and “Wine-press” as signifying the crushing 
of the wicked. This interpretation, however, 
scarcely agrees with our Lord’s own inter- 
pretation of the “ Harvest,” in Matt. xiii. 30, 
38-42. Godly and ungodly alike may well 
be included in both the “ Harvest” and the 
“ Vintage.” 


And another angel| See on vv. 6, 14. 


came out from the temple,| Or “the Sanc- 
tuary" (see on ch. xi. 1) in heaven, ver. 17, 
which, according to ch. xi. 19; xv. 5, had 
been opened, and from which the Angels 
with the Seven Plagues ; proceed (ch. xv. 
6). 

crying with a great voice to him that sat on 
the cloud,| ‘These words also have been urged 
in order to show that Christ cannot be re- 
ferred to in ver. 14—for He, it is said, could 
not receive a command from an Angel as here. 
'To this it has been often answered that the 
Angelisbut the messenger of the will of God ; 
and as to the mysterious relation between 
the Son and the Father, we have the Lord's 
own words, John v. 19, 30. 


Send forth thy sickle] ‘The verb here is 
méprov. For the cognate verb (dmogTréAAo) . 
see Mark iv. 29; and cf. Joel iii. 13 (é£asro- 
ere(lare, LXX.), from which the image is 
borrowed. A different verb (B4AXo) is used 
in vv. 16, 19. Hengst. thinks that the 
phrase *send forth thy sickle" rests on 
the personification of the sickle as an as- 
sistant. 

The sickle was * a curved scimitar or knife” 
used for reaping or pruning. Its use in this 
passage both for the Harvest and for the 
Vintage denotes, Words. observes, that the . 
term is to be taken figuratively. 


& Joel 3. 


v. 16—I9.] 


in thy sickle, and reap: for the time 
is come for thee to reap; for the har- 
vest of the earth is ! ripe. 

I6 And he that sat on the cloud 
thrust in his sickle on the earth ; and 
the earth was reaped. 

17 And another angel came out of 
the temple which is in heaven, he 
also having a sharp sickle. 

I8 And another angel came out 
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from the altar, which had power over 
fire; and cried with a loud cry to 
him that had the sharp sickle, saying, 
Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth ; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
I9 And the angel thrust in his 
sickle into the earth, and gathered the 
vine of the earth, and cast zt into the 
great winepress of the wrath of God. 





for the hour to reap is come;] Omit 
Jor tbee—see vv. /l.; and cf. ver. 7. 


Jor the harvest of the earth is over-ripe.] 
Gr. *is dried up," cf. Marg.:—in John xv. 
6 the verb is rendered * is withered.” Cf, Mark 
Xl. 20; and see below, ver. 18. 

(In the De Civ. Dei, iv. 8, St. Augustine 
speaks of the sown corn growing up ‘ab 
initiis herbidis usque ad aristas aridas "). 


16. And be that sat om the cloud| See on 
ver, 14. 

cast Ais sickle upon the earth;| For the 
verb see on ver. 15; and cf. John xx. 25, 27. 
The extent of the reaping over the earth is 
denoted by the prep. *upon,"—see on ch. 
i. 20. 


and the earth was reaped.| Burger also 
would restrict the Harvest to the “ gather- 
ing together the elect,” Matt. xxiv. 31 ;— 
but see on ver. 15, and cf. the words of Christ, 
Matt. xiii. 30. 


17. And another angel came out from the 
temple which is in heaven,| Or “Sane- 
tuary,” as in ver. 15. 


he also] As well as the Son of Man, ver. 
14:—cf. ver. 1o. Hengst. would regard this 
Angel also as Christ; for the treading the 
grapes must belong, he thinks, to Him to 
whom the reaping the harvest belonged ; and 
this Angel, too, has “a sickle.” 


18. And another angel came out from the 
altar,| The Altar already mentioned in ch. vi. 
9, 10; viii. 3—the Altar of burnt offering 
under which lie the souls of “those who had 
been slain because of the word of God;" 
and from which the Angel now comes forth 
to avenge their blood. 

As to this Angel we read: (1) That this 


Altar is his peculiar place as “the ministering . 


spirit" who brings the command to execute 
judgment;—(2) That, as described in. the 
words which follow, it is 


he which hath] See vv. J). 


power over fre;] Gr. authority over 
the fire;] Either fre generally,—as e.g. 
& the Angel of the waters,” ch. xvi. 5 (cf. ch. 


xi. 6); compare also ch. vii. 1. Or, the fre 
spoken of in ch. viii. 3-5, which was the fire 
from the censer that kindled the judgments. 

and he called with a great voice] See 
vv. ll. 

to bim that had the sharp sickle, saying,] 
Viz. the Angel in ver. 17. 

Send forth thy sharp sickle,| The verb 
is the same as in ver. 15, and translates liter- 
ally the Hebrew verb in Joel iii. 13. 

the vine of the earth;| Not, it has been 
observed, the “ vine out of Egypt” (Ps. Ixxx. 
8), or that to which Christ likened himself 
(John xv. x), but “the vine of the earth.” 
(See vv. //.). 

As noted by others (see on ver. 15), Burger 
also sees in the “Vintage” and * Wine-press” 
tokens of the judgment on the ungodly. 

Ewald takes “the vine” to be a type of 
Palestine, and these words to indicate the 
Holy Land;—Grotius places the scene in 
Syria and Egypt ;—Mede, Hammond, Wet- 
stein, in Italy. 

In vv. 15, 17, 18, we have three Angels fol- 
lowing Christ (see on ver. 14) as in the first 
four Seals (ch. vi. 2-8); and bree Angels 
having already appeared in vv. 6, 8, 9, the 
number Sevez is thus a feature of this Vision 
also. 

19. And tbe angel] Not, as in ver. 16, 
* He that sat on the cloud.” 


cast his sickle into the earth,| ‘The verb is 
the same as in ver. 16. 


and gathered the vintage of the eartb,] 
Gr. “the vine.” 

and cast it into the winepress, the great 
[ avinepress], of the wrath of God.) (See vv. 
//.). A masculine adjective, and a feminine 
substantive :—the confusion seems to have 
arisen from the substantive being both masc. 
and fem. ‘The imagery corresponds with that 
of ch. xix. 15 (cf. Lam. i. 15); it is founded on 
Isai. lxiii. 1-6, where see the notes. 

Primasius (ap. Migne, Patrolog., vol. 68, 
P. 890) illustrates this passage by Matt. xiii. 
41; I Cor. iii. 9 :—he reads the masc. (róv 
péyav), and translates, * and cast the proud one 
into the winepress” &c. [''Dicendo ire Dei 
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20 And the winepress was trodden 
without the city, and blood came out 
of the winepress, even unto the horse 





sententiam hic pro ira Dei posuit quam superbo 
dicit inflictam, quem etiam magnum vocat." |. 

20. And tbe winepress was trodden| As 
in Isai. Ixiii. 3—the usual phrase, see Judg. ix. 
27; Neh. xiii. 15; Jer. xlviii. 33. 

without the city] (See vv. /L). Hengst. 
gives the true meaning: “The ‘city,’ without 
any accompanying epithet, can only be that 
which was zbe City by way of eminence in 
Scriptural usage—‘ the Holy City’ (ch. xi. 2), 
Jerusalem; but this in the Apoc. is always a 
designation of the Church.” Hence we have 
here a judgment on the world as opposed 
to the Church—cf. ch. vii. 1-8. Ziillig, 
Ebrard, De Wette, Stern, Düsterd. explain 
the “ city” to be the literal earthly Jerusalem, 
which the nations assail (ch. xx. 9). Ebrard 
places the scene in the valley of Jehoshaphat 
(Joel iii. 12-14). Hammond and Wetstein 
understand Rome. 

and there came out blood from the 
qwinepress,| The juice of the grape being a 
type of blood—cf. Isai. lxii. 3. 

even unto the bridles of the horses,] Te., 
such was the depth of the blood-stream. 
The mention of “ horses” points forward to 
ch. xix. 11-15, where Christ and his armies 
appear on “white horses” (cf. ch. vi. 2), and 
where mention is again made of “ the avine- 
press.” 


a thousand and six hundred furlongs 
off] An idiom peculiar to St. John—see 
Jonning xxi. 95 cl. Actes or a (The 
Cod. Sinait. reads “a thousand and two 
hundred”). Or render—*as far as a 
thousand...furlongs.” 

The furlong, or stadium (rb oradiov—in 
plur. of ordSv01, or rà ordd.a) is 600 Greek, or 
606% English feet; about tof a Roman mile: 
see ch. xxi. 16. Sixteen hundred is the square 
of forty, or the square of four multiplied by 
the square of ten; and thus, as Four is the 
‘signature’ of the earth (see ch. vii. 1) and Ten 
the signature’ of completeness, this symbolic 
number denotes a space of vast magnitude: 
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bridles, by: the space of a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs. 


see Introd. § 11, (a); and cf. the 144,000— 
42x3? x 10? in ver. 1. Hengst. understands 
“a judgment encircling the whole earth." 
From the early expositors, Victorinus 
Primasius, Beda, onwards a reference to 
the four quarters of the earth has been in- 
sisted upon: e.g. Victorinus, “per omnes 
mundi quatuor partes” (/. c., p. 62). Ebrard 
considers that the signification of the number 
40 (40 X 40— 1600) as the symbol of punish- 
ment (Num. xiv. 33; Judges xiii. r; Ezek. 
xxix. 11) is intended. St. Jerome (Ep. ad 
Dardan. 129) takes this source of the num- 
ber to be the distance “from Dan to Beer- 
sheba,” which extends to a distance of scarcely 
160 miles (^ vix clx. milium ”), although 160 
Roman miles are equal to 1280, not 1600 
stadii:—this explanation is accepted by C. a 
Lapide, Eichhorn, Zillig, &c. The Itinerary 
of Antoninus makes the distance from Tyre 
on the north to Rhinocorura (now E/ Arish) 
on the border of Egypt to the south, to be 
1664 stadii; and thus the meaning would be 
that the blood-stream covered the whole sur- 
face of Judzea—so Grotius, Bengel, Bleek, 
Reuss, &c. (in Isai. xxvii. 12, the LXX. render 
“the stream of Egypt” by Rhinocorura). See 
Smith's Dict. of Gr. and Rom. Geogr., vol. ii. p. 
709; and Note B at the end of this chapter. 

Some who adopt this interpretation regard 
Palestine as a type of the Church. 

Krenkel (/.c., s. 84) applies this description 
to the battle of Ar-Mageddon, ch. xvi. 16, the 
scene of which he places near Jerusalem; 
arguing from the mention of Mount Zion, 
ver. 1, and from the supposed allusion to 
the length of Palestine. On this, Stuart not 
unreasonably asks, “What has Palestine to 
do with the present battle?”—the measure 
comes as near the breadth of Italy as it does 
to the length of Palestine: and Stuart thinks 
that the breadth of Italy is meant. Mede 
sees here the extent of the Roman Empire. 
Brightman (see on ver. rr) interprets of 
England and its Reformation,—the Angel in 
ver. 18 being Cranmer. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XIV. 


NOTE A ON xiv. 4.—ST. JonN's TITLE 

mapOevos. 

The words of this verse, together with the 
absence of St. John’s name from 1 Cor. ix. 5, 
suggested the belief'of many in early times 
that the Apostle was unmarried :—see Ter- 
tull. De Monogam. c. 17; Cyrill. Alex. Orat. 


de Maria Virg., Opp. p. 380; August. De bono 
Conjug. C. 21; Jerome, ad Jovin., i. 14, 363 
Epiphan. Her. 51, 12. 

Hence the title zapÓévos sometimes given 
to him, as in the superscription of the Apoca- 


lypse quoted by Lücke! from Codex 3o of  . 


! ** Schriften des Joannis,” iii. s. 52. 


v. 1.] 


Griesbach (Cent. xii.). The title which St. 
Augustine, in more than one place (Quest. 
Evang. d. 39; Inscr. Tract. x.), states was 
prefixed to St. John's first Epistle, viz. “ Ad 
Parthos," is conjectured by Hug, Gieseler 
(Kirch. Gesch., i. 118), and others to have 
arisen from this title mapôévos. Ambrosiaster 
writes on 2 Cor. xi. 2: * Omnes Apostoli, 
exceptis Joanne et Paulo, uxores habuisse 
dicuntur." 


NOTE B ON VER. 20.— THE STADIUM. 


The Stadium (rò orddcov, in plur. of ord- 
Siow, Or rà oradia) or furlong was a Grecian 
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I The seven angels with the seven last plagues. 
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measure taken in name and length from the 
foot-race courseat Olympia. It was employed 
in the East after the age of Alexander the 
Great; and is mentioned in 2 Macc. xi. 5; 
xii. 9; &c.; and in the N. T. in Luke xxiv. 13 ; 
John vi. 19; xi. 18; 1 Cor. ix. 24; Rev. xxi. 
16; and here. The Stadium = 600 Greek feet 
(Herod. ii. 149); or 125 Roman paces (Plin. 
il. 21 ; cf. Censorin. 13), so that eight stadia = 
one Roman mile. It is equal to 606% feet 
of our measure, i.e. 534 feet less than our 
furlong:—see Winer, Real Worterb., art. 
Stadium; Smith, Dict. of the Bible, art. 
Weights and Measures. 


ND I saw another sign in heaven, 
great and marvellous, seven an- 

gels having the seven last plagues; for 
in them is filled up the wrath of God. 





[Ver. 2 om. ék rod xapáyparos abro). Ver. 


3 ToU dovhov.—For dyiwy read eOyav (A, B, P), 


or aióvov (N, C: cf. 1 Tim. i. 17); [1. reads ràv é6vàv, which Er., relying on a copy of the 
Vulgate, where he found “ rex sanctorum" (a corruption of the true reading of the Vulg., “ rex 
seculorum"), altered into rév áyíev. This reading is preserved in A. V., and by Luther, “ du 
Konig der Heiligen." Tregelles suggests a confusion in the MSS. between AIONON (—é6róv) 


and AIQNON]. Ver. 4 .om. oe.—Oo€acet. 


Ver. 5 om. idov. 


Ver. 6 of éxovres.—[ A, C read 


Aidov, —B, P read Aívov ka€apóv,—N reads kað. divovs].—om. 2nd xai.] 


THE SEVEN VIALS (xv. 1—xvi. 21). 


The Sixth chief Vision of the Revelation 
Proper opens here:—see the remarks intro- 
ductory to ch. xiv. 

'The Vision of the Seven Vials themselves 
is contained in ch. xvi.; but previously, in ch. 
xv., the Seer beholds “ Seven Angels” (ver. 1) 
as in ch. viii. 2; and then, before the Angels 
execute their office, the “ Just made perfect " 
sing the praise of God (vv. 2-4) ;—as in ch. 
viil. 2-5 there is a solemn offering of prayer and 
its results before the ‘Trumpet-Angels “pre- 
pare themselves to sound,” The Vials—unlike 
the Seals and Trumpets which are divided 
into groups of four and three (see the remarks 
introd. to ch. vi.)—are divided, like the Seven 
Epistles (see the remarks introd. to ch. ii.), 
into groups of three (ch. xvi. 2-4) and four 
(ch. xvi. 8—17) by the voices in ch. xvi. 5—7. 
As in the Visions of the Seals and Trumpets, 
the sixth Vialis separated from the seventh by 
the episode announcing (in vv. 13-16) the 
assembling of “the kings” for Ar-Mageddon. 
Compare also the episodes of ch. vii., and ch. 
x. r-ch. xi. 14. 

Here St. John again “ recapitulates " (see 
the remarks introd. to ch. viii.); he re-ascends 
to “an earlier point in the Prophecy; and 
enlarges on the judicial chastisements to be 
inflicted on the Empire of the Beast,” 
( Words.) 


THE SEVEN VIAL-ANGELS (1-8). 


1. And I saw] A Vision of the “Seven 
Angels” is already, before ver. 6, granted to 
the Seer. This is denied by Züllig; who 
thinks that the Angels are first seen in ver. 6, 
and that these words are a mere superscrip- 
tion to the chapter, which really begins at 
ver. 2.  Bisping and Burger also regard 
this verse as merely anticipatory, concluding 
that the Angels do not receive the “ Seven 
Plagues" until ver. 7. 


another sign] See ch. xii. 3. On the word 
“ sign," as indicating what is figurative, see 
on Chi T: Xii. T, 3: 

in heaven,| What is now prepared “ zz 
heaven” is carried out on “ earth” in ch. xvi. 

great and marvellous,| Surpassing the 
“signs” in ch. xii. 1, 3, and in this respect,— 
that the Angels who have power to inflict 
the coming trials themselves have the “ Seven 
Plagues” (see «v. 1, 6) and direct the 
Divine judgments (ch, xvi. 9, 21). This 
“marvel” is not explained to the Seer as is 
that in ch. xvii. 6. The Angels all appear 
at once; although, unlike the Seven in ch. 
viii. 2, they do not receive the “ Vials” until 
ver. 7. 

seven angels] The absence of the definite 
article indicates that these Angels had not 
been seen before. There is no reason for 
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2 And I saw as it were a sea of 
glass mingled with fre: and them 
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that had gotten the victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and over 





taking them, with De Wette, to be Archangels. 
As implied in ch. xvi. 5, they have each a 
distinct office. 

baving seven plagues, [which are]the 
last] Ze., the “ Plagues” leading to the final 
judgment which belongs to the seventh Trum- 
pet (see ch. x. 7) :—ch. xvii. 1, indeed, seems 
to imply that the judgments which are then 
introduced follow those of the Vials, or, 
at least, synchronize with them. Disterd. 
notes that ch. xvi. r5 points to something 
which is now near at hand. ‘The Vials them- 
selves bring us not to the “ great day of final 
account, but to the fall of Babylon, and the 
consequences of that event which are im- 
mediately to usher in the Day of Christ's 
coming?"— Todd, p. 75. Nevertheless, neither 
ch. xvii. 1, nor ch. xxi. 9 are conclusive as to 
the order of time. 

_ for in them is finished the wrath of God.] 

See ch. x. 7; xiv. 8:—“ the prophetic aorist, 
which speaks of a thing foreseen, and decided 
by God as already done."—W ords. 

Elliott considers that we are now brought 
to the opening of the French Revolution of 
1789. So also Mr. Faber, who takes chapters 
xv.-xxii. to be the second portion of the 
Sealed Book (ch. v.), and to extend from 
A.D. 1789 to the end of all things:—see on 
ch. v. 1; and on ch. x. 8. 

2. And I saw] The formula announcing 
a new Vision—see on ch. iv. 1; xiv. r. He 
had already seen the “ Seven Angels” (see on 
ver. 1), and now, before the Vision of ver. 5 
—before the Angels enter on the scene—this 
Vision of the Redeemed is interposed. Pre- 
paration is again made for the events in ch. xvi., 
as was the case in ch.xi.15,&c. “ For the third 
time,” notes Reuss, ‘‘ the promised and im- 
minent accomplishment of God’s decrees is 
celebrated beforehand by those who shall 
find in them rest and felicity " (ch. xi. 15; 
Sivod occ): 

as it avere a sea of glass]. Or a glassy 
sea. The material or the appearance is, as 
it were, of glass—see on ch. iv. 6, a scene 
- identical with that beheld here. This is 
further shown by the presence of the Four 
Living Beings in ver. 7 (on the absence of the 
definite article, cf. ch. xiv. 1). This identity 
Ebrard questions, because we do not read 
here “ /ike unto crystal,” but 


mingled with fire ;| As observed on ch. iv. 
6 the “sea of glass like unto crystal” denoted 
the purity and calmness of God’s rule. 
The intermingling of mercy with justice is 
there symbolized in ver. 5; and so here the 
same conjunction is signified by the altered 


words, “mingled with fire:’—fire denotes 
judgment ; and thus both aspects of the Divine 
rule are now also exhibited. Many see here 
a symbolical representation of the Red Sea. 


‘and them that come victorious from 
the beast,| 1. Williams: “ Not over as our 
translation has it, but rather from the Beast, 
—they have vanquished by flight, escaped 
from the net of the fowler” (Ps. cxxiv. 6). 
And so Ebrard, the present tense denoting 
that the act of overcoming still continues: as 
in ver. 3 “ they sing,” not “ they sang.” 

De Wette rightly takes these words to 
be an ideal anticipation, as in ch. vii. 9. The 
palm-bearing multitude may be recognized 
as reappearing here, just as the 144,000 of 
ch. vii. 4 reappear in ch. xiv. 1. 


and from his image, and from the num- 
berof his name,] Omit “over his mark, 
and”—see vv. ll. (Winer, § 47, s. 329, 
notes on viküv &k twvos— Victoriam ferre ex 
aliquo"). These words refer back to ch. 
xii. 4, 15, 16; xiv. 9. As Todd remarks 
(see on ver. 1), this Vision brings us down to 
the fall of Babylon, ch. xvi. 19; and therefore 
precedes the events disclosed in ch. xiv. 14— 
20. For Mede's interpretation of “the Image 
of the Beast," see on ch. xiii. 14; xiv. 9. 


standing by the sea of glass] Or the 
glassy sea—as above. (For the prep., èri, 
with an accus., see ch. iii. 20; Acts xxv. 10; 
cf., too, ch. viii. 3; ix. 14). So Bengel, Ebrard, 
Words., Alford; and Abp. Trench writes: 
“It is, as Bengel gives it rightly, ‘dy the sea 
of glass’ (‘ad mare vitreum’), which ‘sea of 
glass’ we are not to understand as a solid 
though diaphanous surface, oz which these 
triumphant ones stood or could stand; but * as 
it were a sea of glass, nota ‘glassen, buta 
‘glassy’ sea,—a sea that might be compared 
to glass in its clearness and transparency ” 
(On the A.V. of N. T., 2nd ed., p. 139). The 
usual sense of the prep., * upon the sea,” is 
adopted by Stuart who takes “the sea” to 
be “the pavement of the court above (sea in 
the sense of an extended level surface), in 
the midst of which the throne of God stands ;” — 
and so Züllig regards the “glass mingled 
with fire” to signify ‘a mosaic floor, upon 
which the elect from among the Gentiles 
stand in the same Temple-court, behind the 
elect from among the Jews, the 144,000 :— 
see on ch. xiv. 1. In support of the former 
rendering is the explanation of the symbolism 
given by many commentators:—Thus, I. 
Williams writes of the “sea” in heaven 
“before as ‘of glass’ only, now of ‘fire? also, 
from the trials of these last days:—they are 


& 3—4.] 


his mark, azd over the number of his 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having 


the harps of God. 


st 3 And they sing ^the song of 


Moses the servant 


of God, and 





the waves of the Red Sea, which appear on 

fire as the Sun of Righteousness arises upon 
them, on the margin of which the true 
Israelites sing the song of Moses, and the 
saving Lamb”. (c, p. 274);—and Words. : 
‘Standing -on its shore are seen those .... 
who are delivered from his [the Beast's] sway 
as the Israelites were in their Exodus from 
the land of Pharaoh": to the same effect 
De Wette, Stern, Hengst. 

The words are also applied allegorically : 
Grotius understands the mass of heathen 
Christians animated by the love of God ;— 
Vitr., the conqueror stands on the firm ground 
of truth illumined by the fire of Divine justice ; 
—Calovius, the sea denotes baptism, the fire 
the wrath of God ;—De Burgh, the Baptism 
of water, and the Baptism of fire (Matt. iii. 
11), “denoting their purification by trials.” 

The * sea of glass” notes Andreas (/. c., p. 
85), signifies the multitude of the saved ;— 
its being “mingled with fire” points to 1 
Cor. iii. 15, those * saved as through fire." 


having harps of God.] Instruments of 
music wholly dedicated to His praise—see 1 
Chron. xvi. 42; 2 Chron. vii. 6; and cf. 
ch. v. 85; xiv. 2. 

The“harps,” writes Andreas, denote the har- 
mony of the virtues modulated by the Spirit. 


8. the song of Moses] More probably that 
preserved in Ex. xv. 1—the song of triumph 


after the passage of the Red Sea (see on ver. 
Hengst. `: 


2)—than that given in Deut. xxxii. 
urges in confirmation ofa reference here to the 
Red Sea, that the work of the Angels was to 
renew the plagues of Egypt—see on ch. xvi. 
“The song of Moses” is sung by delivered 
Israel after the Egyptian plagues: here the 
hymn of praise is sung by the Redeemed 
before the last victory of the Church over the 
antichristian world. 


the servant ef God,] (See vv. I). For this 
title see Ex. xiv. 31; Num. xii. 7; Josh. xiv. 
7: Ps.cv. 26; Mal iv. 4; cf. Heb. ui. 5. 


and the song of the Lamb,| Many (e.g. 
Grotius, Vitr., De Wette, Hengst., Ebrard) 
explain that “the song of Moses" is here used 
“of,” or “in honour of” the Lamb; and the 
analogy of ch. xiv. 1 leads Hengst. to add that 
“the Lamb sings this song along with His 
people.” Düsterdieck (followed by Alf.) ex- 
plains that this song was composed at once by 
Moses and the Lamb, and was taught to the 
singers (see ch. xiv. 3) ;—that it betokens, in 
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the song of the Lamb, saying, Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord 


God Almighty; ‘just and true are “Ps. x45. 
Entys "J 2 


thy ways, thou King of saints. 


4 "Who shall not fear thee, O 77^" => 


fact, what we elsewhere learn from a com- 
parison of ch. vii. 9, &c. and ch. x. 7 with ch. 
vii. 4, &c. and ch. xiv. 1, viz. the essential 
unity of the Churches of the Old and the New 
Test. (c£. ch. xii. 1, 17). So also Reuss :— 
* For the Author, the Church is the true Israel, 
(rel PLC TEILE RBS 8 Slo 
&c." Andreas (/ c.) thinks that there are here 
two songs, one of the pious under the Old 
Test., the other of the New Test. believers ;— 
Cocceius understands the harmony between 
Prophecy and the Gospel ;— Züllig, that 
these worshippers * who were formerly ido- 
laters express in this song their conversion to 
Moses and to Jesus. ‘The meaning rather 
is that the song in which Moses celebrated 
the deliverance from Egypt, is now renewed, 
and receives its perfected close when God's 
people are finally delivered by the Lamb. 

Writers point out how we have in the 
Apocalyptic song which follows distinct 
echoes of the Old Test. 


saying, Great and marvellous [are] thy 
works,| See Ex. xvi. 11; 1 Chron. xvi. 9; 
Ps Sexi 22 Cxxxl 14, 

0 Lord God, the Almighty;] See on ch. 
138 ch eha lve xl n7. 

righteous and true [are] thy ways,| Cf. on 
ch. iii. 7 ; and see Deut. xxxii. 4 (the second 
Song of Moses) ; Ps. cxlv. 17. 

The word “righteous” (d/kaios) is used 
by St. John to signify both the rectitude of 
the Judge, and the rectitude of the person 
judged who comes up to the required standard. 
It occurs in the Apoc. usually in the former 
sense,—e.g. here; ch. xvi. 5, 7; xix. 2; cf 
John v. 30. In the /atter sense it occurs in 
"estis sso Ced v dst ema. 


thou King of the ages] Or thou 
eternal King. See vv. //. ‘The title given 
by this reading is found in 1 Tim. i. 17:— 
or, taking the alternative reading (for there 
is no authority for the reading of the Textus 
Receptus, and of the A. V., “thou King of 
saints”), we have 


thou King of the nations.] Perhaps all 
nations: the title is given to Jehovah in Jer. x. 
7, as indicating His relation to all mankind— 
cf. Ps. xxii. 28. This reference to Jer. x. 7, 
and the mention below, in ver. 4, of “the 
nations” afford considerable sanction to 
this reading. 


4. Who shall not fear, 0 Lord, and 


7:3 


714 


Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou 
only art holy: for all natious shall 
come and worship before thee; for 
thy judgments are made manifest. 

5 And after that I looked, and, 
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behold, the temple of the tabernacle of 
the testimony in heaven was opened : 

6 And the seven angels came out 
of the temple, having the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure and white 





glorify thy name?] (Omit * zbee— see vv. ll). 
These words also rest on Jer. x. 7. They 
suggest a designed contrast to ch. xiii. 4, as 
being similar in form and subject :—see also 
Ps. lxxxvi. 8-10. The question asked rests 
on the first-two of the following three clauses 
each beginning with “ for,” or “ because.” 


Jor [thou] only [arf] boly;] ‘The word ren- 
dered “holy” (datos) is applied to God only here 
and in ch. xvi. 5. It is applied to Christ in 
Acts ii. 27; xiii. 35 (Ps. xvi. 10); and Heb. 
vii. 26. We have but one word “ boly” to 
render both that which the Greek has here, 
and that which in ch. iii. 7 (dywos) is used of 
Christ. The term here, if applied to Maz, 
signifies one who diligently observes all the 
sanctities of religion; as applied to God it 
denotes that He is one in whom these 
eternal sanctities reside :—see Abp. Trench 
quoted on ch. iii. 7. 


for all the nations shall come] See Ps. 
Ixxxvi. 9; Isai. ii. 2-4; lxvi. 23; Micah iv. 
2-4; Zech. viii. 22. These words contain the 
sum of the Old Test. predictions as to the 
conversion of the heathen. De Burgh (see on 
ch. xiv. 6) further quotes these words to prove 
“that not until the coming of Christ in Judg- 
ment does the conversion of the world take 
place” (p. 297); and he goes on distinctly to 
state that it isan error “to expect the conver- 
sion of the world as an event to grow progres- 
sively out of the present dispensation."—;/i4. 
This, as a testing result of the “ Futurist” 
system, is deserving of notice. 


for thy righteous acts have been 
made manifest.| This third clause (note 
the tense) beginning with “for” refers to 
that which immediately precedes, and gives 
the reason why “all the nations shall come and 
worship before” God. “Thy righteous 
act:” i.e, “thy deeds in righteousness to- 
wards the nations,—thy judgments.” ‘This 
noun (vcai@pa) is found in the Apoc. only 
here and in ch. xix. 8—in both places in the 
plural. Inthe plural it signifies (1) ‘ precepts,’ 
* ordinances, Lukei. 6; Rom. ii. 26; Heb. ix. 
1, Io; (2) as here, actions corresponding to 
the righteousness which is fulfilled by them,— 
a righteousness which is the sense of the word 
in the singular, e.g. in Rom. v. 18. The 
verb “to make manifest,” found here and in 
ch. iii. 18, is frequent with St. John—e.g. 
Jonni Agn iii. 2r s T Johni Tonie: 

Ebrard divides this Song into four Strophes : 


(1) God is praised for His works ;—(2) As 
King of the nations ;—(3) All the world shall 
glorify Him ;—(4) Because He alone is holy, 
&c. See on ch. xviii. 4-20. 


5. And after these things I saw,]| After 
the preliminary Vision of the “ Seven Angels” 
(ver. 1), and after the heavenly Song. 


and the temple of the tabernacle of the testi- 
mony in heaven] (Omit “behold” —see vv. IL). 
The phrase, “the Tabernacle of the Testimony,” 
is found in Acts vii. 44. It was so called as 
containing the Ark with the Law of God 
which testifies against sin (Ex. xxv. 16, 21; 
XXX. 36; XXxiv. 29; Xxxviii.21). The pattern 
existed in heaven (see Ex. xxv. 40; Heb. viii. 
5), and was doubtless that which St. John now 
beholds—cf. Ex. xxix. 10, 11 (LX X.); Num. 
xvi. 7; 2 Chron. xxiv. 6; &c. in which 
texts we read only of the “ Tabernacle of the 
Testimony.” The “Sanctuary” or “Temple” 
(see on ch. xi. 1)—the structure which be- 
longed to “ the Tabernacle of the Testimony ” 
as enclosing it—is what is here meant. By the 
gen. appositional, notes De Wette, the Temple 
is described as consisting of the Tent or 
Tabernacle made after the Divine pattern :— 
here it points to the Ark of the Covenant, ch. 
xi. 19. Ebrard notes: “The Temple, so far 
as it was the place of the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, and therefore ‘The most Holy place,’ 
is here opened.” With this act of opening, 
adds Ebrard, the last and deepest mystery is 
unveiled. In ch. xi. 19 the Ark had become 
visible,—as in ch. viii. 3, before the Temple 
was opened, there had been a preliminary 
Vision of the Altar through the Veil. Now 
the Holy of Holies is opened, and the Veil is 
withdrawn. While the Church is still 
struggling and suffering, the Ark appears for 
a moment (ch. xi. 19); now, when the Holy 
of Holies is thrown open, St. John is shown 
the Church triumphant in the New Jerusalem 
—see on ch. xix. TI. 


6. and there came out from the 
temple] Cf ch. xiv. 15, 17. "There is no- 
thing in prophetic imagery more striking 
than this picture of the Seven Angels issuing, 
in solemn procession, from the Sanctuary. 


the seven angels] See ver. 1. 

that have the seven plagues,] The 
article (see vv. //.), referring back to ver. 1, - 
shows that in ver. r a preliminary Vision  - 
was exhibited. ‘“ The Angels bave the seven 


v. ;—8.] 


linen, and having their breasts girded 
with golden girdles. 

7 And one of the four beasts gave 
unto the seven angels seven golden 
vials full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever. 





plagues even before the “Seven Vials” are 
given to them” (Hengst.). See on ver. 1. 


arrayed in linen, pure [and] bright, ] 
(Omit “ and,’—see vv. ll). We cannot here 
refer (with Hengst.) to ch. xix. 8; for the word 
rendered “ /imen” in that verse is different 
(not Aivoy, but rò Biaowwov). The meaning 
“ linen” is very suitable here, as describing 
the angelic priestly attire (De Wette); cf. 
chiiv. ah "Acts x. 30. 

The reading (Aí&ov) of important MSS., 
and the comments of ancient expositors, 
do not allow us to reject the sense, arrayed 
with [precious] stones, pure [and] 
bright—(Gr. with stone: see ch. xvii. 4; 
and cf. ch. xxi. 11), a thought borrowed from 
Ezek. xxvil. 13 (“every precious stone was 
thy covering”) where the stones named are 
found in the High Priest’s breastplate (Ex. 
xxviii. 17-20) :—see the note on Ezek. xxviii. 
13, and Note A at the end of this chapter. 
This reading gives the sense that each Angel 
wore raiment studded with precious stones. 
It is to be noted moreover that the word 
rendered above by “/inen” is found else- 
where in the New Test. only in Matt. xii. 20, 
where it signifies “ flax ;"—see Note A. 

In connexion also with this reading, Ps. 
cxviii. 22; Isaiah xxviii. 16 ; 1 Pet. ii. 6 have 
been referred to. 


and girt about their breasts] As our 
Lord appears in ch. i. 13, a different noun 
(paoros not oriðos) being used. 


'THE SEVEN VIALS (7-ch. xvi. 21.) 


7. And one of the four living beings] 
See Note B on ch. iv. 7. As representing 
*the creaturely life of nature" one of the 
Living Beings now reappears, and takes part 
in sending forth the coming plagues “into 
the Earth” (ch. xvi. 1). Cf. the action here 
with that of the Cherub in Ezek. x. 2, 7. 


gave unto the seven angels] We may also 
note the similar reappearance of one of the 
“ Seven Angels” of ver. 1, in ch. xvii. r, and in 
ch. xxi. 9:— 0f this fact see Ebrard’s inter- 
pretation quoted on ch. xvi. 21. 


seven golden vials] See Note A on ch. v. 8. 
The “ Vials” point to the metaphor in ch. xiv. 
10, “the cup of God's anger "—the “ Vial” (cf. 
Amos vi. 6) was the shallow “bowl” in 
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8 And the temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God, and 
from his power; and no man was 
able to enter into the temple, till the 


seven plagues of the seven angels 
were fulfilled. 





which they drew from the larger goblet (Alf. 
in loc. quotes from Plato’s Crito, ypvaais 
guddats ek Tod KpNnTHpos apuTTopevor). For 
the figure of the pouring out God’s wrath in 
judgment see Ps. xxix. 6; Jer. x. 25 ; Zeph. iii. 
8. The “Trumpets” (ch. vili. 2, 6) announce 
judgment on God's enemies; the “ Vials” 
execute His judgment on the Empire of the 
Beast. The “Vials” are Seven in number 
because *in them is finished the wrath of 
God "—ver. 1. It is also to be noted that in 
ch. xxi. 9, the Angels still “have” the * Vials ” 
which are still full; as if this judgment were 
even then future (see on ver. 1, and on ch. 
Xvi. 21). 

The function of the Four Living Beings 
here is more significant than that which 
is assigned to them in ch. vi. 1, 3, 5, 7. 


liveth for ever and ever.| Düsterd. notes 
that this close of the verse adds, as in ch. i. 8, 
solemnity to the description :—cf. ch. i. 18 ; 
iv. 9, 10; X, 63 and see the pledge given of 
old to God's people in the Song of Moses, 
Deut. xxxii. 40. With this manifestation of 
Divine wrath compare ch. xix. 15. 

Bengel observes that the “ Vials” do not 
constitute the Third Woe (ch. xi. 14), but 
are merely the preparation forit. In common 
with the majority of writers he notes that 
these plagues run out quickly. 


8. And the temple was filled with smoke 
Jrom the glory of God,| As in Isaiah vi. 4; cf. 
Ex..xl.34; 1 Kings vili ro; 2 Chron. v. 14; 
Ezek. x. 2-4. We have in the “ smoke” 
(often *the cloud”) a symbol of the glory 
of the Divine Presence. Many, with refer- 
ence to the fire of judgment, understand 
the “smoke” as the token of Divine wrath. 
Both ideas are, doubtless, combined: “ The 
shrine is opened which it was death to a 
stranger to approach (Num. ili. 10). . . . . 
Nor is it again closed, though inaccessible 
for a time from the awful Presence of 
God's glory in the cloud, and His wrath in 
the smoke."—I. Williams, p. 278. 


and from His power ;| See on ch. i. 6. On 
God's present “power” in heaven, which 
is not yet recognized on earth, see ch. iv. 
ir. On this whole description, cf. Ps. xviii. 
8-15. 


and no one was able to enter into the 
temple] E.g. asin Ex. xix. 21; Isaiah vi. 5, 
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until the Divine wrath shall be appeased, 
and judgment accomplished, as the Seer 
proceeds to say,— 


till the seven plagues of the seven angels 
should be finished.] As Bossuet writes: 
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“While God strikes, man flies from His 
presence, or rather tries to conceal himself. 
When God ceases to send forth His plagues 
we may then again enter into His Sanctuary, 
to consider there the order of His Judg- 
ments.” 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. xv. 6. 


Note A on ver. 6.—ON THE READING A(0or. 


In Ezek. xxviii. 13, the Heb. text is: 
snap mp ERIA —LXX., wav Aí0ov 
xpnoròv evdeSeca. Tischendorf (ed. 8%) 
quotes Andreas (/.c. p. 85): Mvov 1) Aiĝov kaba- 
pov, Kaba Twà ràv dvrvypácov éxovat, Oud TE 
vj» THs Qceos aùrôv kaÜapórgra kai cv 
mpos Tov axpoyeviatov iov Xpwrróv eyyúrnra 
(1 Pet. ii. 6). 

* Compare also Haymo (as well as Beda 
and Ansbertus): ‘Vestiti lapide mundo et can= 
dido; i.e., ornati et amicti Domino Jesu Christo, 
juxta illud: Omnes qui baptizati estis Christum 
induistis. Qui bene lapis dicitur, quo elect 
circumdantur, &c. Or if we read: vestiti 
lapidibus mundis sicut in quibusdam cdd. in- 
venitur, per bos lapides designantur virtutes, 


&c. Alia translatio babet : vestiti lino mundo, 
per quod puritas vite,’ &c. (Tisch., ib.). The 
Coptic version has, ^ circumamicti vestibus 
linteis splendidis ;"—the Vulgate, “vestiti lino 
mundo et candido." In Matt. xii. 2o, the 
only place in the New Test.—if we except 
this verse—where we find Atvov, the words 
are: kai Alvoy ruddpevoy où oféce, “and 
smoking flax shall he not quench.” ‘The 
Greek word for “linen” or “fine linen” is 7) 
Béccos, Luke xvi. 19; or Biaowos, n, ov, Or 
neut. Bicowor, scil. iuáruov (Winer, s. 522), 
Rev. xviii. 12, 16; xix. 8, 14.. In the LXX., 
for Hebr. ww, we have Bvcaos Ex. xxviii. 6, 8, 
29, where the attire of the Jewish Priests is 
described and in ver. 39 (35) momes kiðapıw 
Buocivny, “a mitre of fine linen.” (See on the 
word Cidaris, or Mitre, Note D on ch. ii. 10). 





CHAPTER XVI. 


2 The angels pour out their vials full of wrath. 





6 The plagues that follow thereupon. 15 
Christ cometh as a thief. Blessed are they 
that watch. 





[Ver. 1 ras émvá. Ver. 2 eis rhv yWüv.—émi rods dvOp. Ver. 3 om. tyyeXos.—(orjs.—1à ev 


rì Gar. Ver. 4 om. dyyedos.—om. 2nd eis.—[A reads éyévovro] Ver. 5 om. kópie.—|For 
éodpevos read davos. Er. follows his codex in reading xai 6 jy kal 6 dovos];—om. kai before 
ó sos [with 8, P.—A,B,C omit kai ó]. Ver. 6 déd@xas.—om. yap. Ver. 7 om. Gddov ex. Ver. 8 
om. iyyedos. Ver. 9 rijv éfovs. Ver. 10 om. dyyedos. Ver. 12 om. dyyedos. Ver. 13 as 
Bárpaxow. Ver. 14 dapoviov.—a éxmopeverar [N, 1 read onpeia exropever@ar|.—om. rhs yas 
kal.—rov móXepov.—om. exeivns. Ver. 16 [N reads ovriyyayov].—[For rómov, A reads morapóv . 
—cf. Judg. v. 19, ém dare Mayeddo].— Appayedov. Ver. 17 om. dyyekos.—émi.—ék ToU 
vaov.—om. roð oüpavoU.—[For dzó rod Opdvov, N reads roð Oeod]. Ver. 18 dorparat x. ov. 


x. Bp.—om. oi [A reads ayOpwros éyévero].] 





THE SEVEN VIALS (1-21). 


As already stated (see the remarks introd. 
to ch. ii., and ch. vi.), the “ Seven Vials” which 
form the subject of this chapter are divided, 
like the Seven Epistles (ch. ii.; ch. iii.), into 
groups of three and four (wv. 2-4 ; and vv. 
8—1 7)—vv. 13-16 forming an episode between 
the sixth:and seventh Vials: (1) In each of 
the first three the preposition * zo" (eis) is 
used, as in ver. 1, to designate the object of 
“the wrath of God ;’—in the last four, the 
preposition “upon” (èri) is used for the same 
purpose in each. (2) The third Vial is sepa- 
rated from the fourth by a formal conclusion 


consisting of two solemn utterances in vv. 
5-7, lauding the righteous judgments of God. 
(3) The first three are marked by their short 
and sharp description, each Vial occupying 
but one verse (vv. 2-4); while each of the 
remaining four is described with much greater 
minuteness, notwithstanding the brevity of 
this entire Vision (vv. 8-21). (4) The 
Jourtb Vial is connected with the group con- 
taining the fifth and the seventh, by the state- 
ment that under each of these Vials men 
“ blasphemed” God—see vv. 9, 11, 21. (5) 
The fourth Vial differs essentially from the - 
fourth Trumpet (ch. viii. 12)—-for, though 
both affect the sun, “the sun” in ch. viii. 12 
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oup I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven 





is darkened, while here (wv. 8, 9) its heat 
is intensified. ‘To these reasons for the divi- 
sion into three and four, Hengst. adds (6): 
*'Dhe last four begin with the sun, and con- 
clude with the air, while the first three keep 
below,—to the earth, the sea, the rivers and 
the fountains.” Hofmann also divides the 
Vials into groups of three and four; and he 
argues for the internal unity of the first three 
Vials from the fact that they are directed 
against the /«vo sins to be punished : (1) If men 
receive the “the mark of tbe Beast” on their 
forehead and hand, God marks them with a 
noisome sore ;—(2) If they have poured out 
* the blood of saints” like water, not only the 
salt water of the sea, but the sweet waters of 
the fountains are changed into blood (l. c., 
ll. S. 362). 

There is much diversity of opinion here; 
but this division agrees best with the general 
character of the description. Bengel, Z üllig, 
Ebrard, Bleek, Volkmar, Reuss, Alf., Bisping, 
divide, as in the Seals and Trumpets, into 
groups of four and three,—the objects of 
the first four being the earth, the sea, the 
fountains of waters, and the sun (see ch. viii. 
7-12): in the last three, special objects are 
particularized—the throne of the Beast and 
the river Euphrates, while a certain vague- 
ness also marks the seventh, as in the Seals and 
the Trumpets. De Wette sees here groups 
of five and żwo—the former causing pain, the 
latter war and confusion; and he again divides 
the group of five into three and two by the 
pause in vv. 5-7, while the fourth and fifth 
Vials are connected by the parallel comments 
in vv. 9, 11. Diisterd. on the other hand 
concludes that there is no division here into 
groups as in the previous Visions; observing 
that if a separation were to be made it might 
with equal justice be made at ver. 3, or ver. 
9, Or ver. 11, or ver. 15 :—and his conclusion 
is that all Seven are poured out, one after the 
other, with a rapidity corresponding to that 
with which the End approaches, before 
which these last plagues only (ch. xv. 1) are 
interposed. For this reason Bossuet thinks 
that the Vials are all poured out at once. 

‘The analogy of the Vials to the Trumpets 
is obvious. This has been noticed by so early 
a writer as Victorinus (see his words quoted 
in Note A on ch. ix.); the chief feature in 
the analogy being the references to the plagues 
of Egypt, although.the references are not 
strictly the same. St. Irenzus has long since 
pointed out that where the Prophets and 
“ John the Lord's Disciple in the Apocalypse d 
speak of the End, the Nations are spoken 
of as enduring the plagues of Egypt (4v. 
Har. iv. 30; see on ch. viii. 6) :— 


The frst Vial reminds us of the sixth 
plague of boils, Ex. ix. 8—12 (the frst Trum- 
pet recalls the seventh plague, Ex. ix. 22—. 
26);—the second Vial, like the second Trum- . 
pet, reminds us of the 7st plague, the waters 
“turned to blood," Ex. vii. 19, 20;—the 
relation of the third to the second Vial cor- 
responds to that between the ¢hird and the 
second ‘Trumpet, ch. viii. 8-10;—the fourth 
Vial, like the fourth Trumpet, relates to 
the source of /ight and heat, and thus refers 
to the ninth plague, of darkness. Ex. x. 21; 
—the fifth Vial (ver. ro) in like manner 
refers to the plague of darkness. We may 
observe too in these Visions that the same 
imagery, taken from created things, occurs 
for the most part under the same “Vial” or 
* Trumpet," and in the order of the days of 
Creation (Gen. i) As in the Egyptian 
plagues, so in these judgments also what “God 
created to be beautiful and pronounced to be 
good" becomes evil to man, because he does 
not in them worship their Creator :—see ch. 
xiv. 7. If (as I. Williams notes) St. Augus- 
tine compares the ten plagues of Egypt to 
the Ten Commandments, so the Vials have a 
reference to the seven sins which quench the 
Seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost. Under the 
Vials there is no repentance (vv. 9, 11, 21). 


1. And I beard a great «voice out of the 
temple] Or “Sanctuary,” which was filled 
with the Divine Presence—seech.xv.8. Many 
think that as “no one was able to enter into the 
Temple” it must be the voice of God Him- 
self. For a like call from God to His minis- 
ters of judgment, Hengst. compares Ezek. 
ix. r, 8:—see on ver. 17. 


saying to the seven angels, Go ye, and pour 
out the seven vials of the wrath of God] 
See vv. //.; and compare ch. xv. 7. 

into the earth.| ‘The words are the same 
as in ch. viii. 5, 7. 

'The mutual relation of the three great 
Visions illustrates very clearly the principle of 
Recapitulation. The Seal is the emblem of 
an event still secret, but decreed by God ;— 
the Trumpet sounded manifests the will that 
the Divine decree should be accomplished 
speedily ;—the poured-out Vial is the symbol 
of that decree identified with its execution. 
“The Seals are the first assault of the King 
of Heaven on the stronghold of the rebellious 
world ;—the Trumpets are the supreme call 
to submission and repentance ;—the Vials are 
the chastisements which strike the hardened 
human race. . . . . The Seals correspond to 
the first miracles of Moses before Pharaoh ;— 
the Trumpets to the ten plagues ;—the Vials 
to the disaster of the Red Sea” (Godet, 7. c., 


717 


718 


angels, Go your ways, and. pour out 
the vials of the wrath of God upon 
the earth. 

2 And the first went, and poured 
out his vial upon the earth; and 
there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men which had the mark of 





p.297). The “Vials” are introduced in ch. xv. 
1, as being the “ Jast plagues;" they belong 
to the time when the End is near. ‘The 
judgments accordingly fall, not on the fourth 
part of the earth, as under the “ Seals” (see ch. 
vi 8); nor on the z5ird part as under the 
“Trumpets” (see ch. viii. 7-12; ix. 15, 18), but 
on all created things. ‘The events of the pre- 
ceding Visions are,as it were, taken up and 
completed :—thus the second, third, and sixth 
“Vials” are analogous to the second, third, 
and sixth * Trumpets ” (ch. viii. 8, 95 ix. 14); 
and the seventh “ Vial” is parallel to the sixth 
* Seal” (ch. vi. 12). We may also discern be- 
tween the sixth “ Vzal” (ver. 12)and the seventh 
(ver. 17) an episode consisting of vv. 13-16; 
just as we noticed between the sixth and 
seventh * Seals” (ch. vii.), and the sixth and 
seventh “ Trumpets” (ch. x. ; xi. 1-14). ‘The 
* Vials” indeed to a great extent fall under the 
seventh * TruzJet ;" and many writers consider 
that the * Seven Trumpets” are contained in 
the seventh “ Seal,’ when “the mystery of God 
is finished ” (see on ch. viii.). There is also in 
the “Vials” an anticipation of the End: e.g.after 
the sixth “ Vzal” there is a gathering to battle as 
described in ch.xix.17—21, the symbolical battle- 
field being indicated; and under the seventh 
the judgment on Babylon is referred to before 
the event itself"(see ch. xvii; xviil.; cf. 
ch. xiv. 8) :—ver. 20 points on to ch. xx. 11. 

Mr. Maurice (Lc, p. 296) takes the 
Trumpets as pointing to Jerusalem, and the 
Vials as pointing to Rome :—“ Both denote a 
crisis through which the two cities were 
passing within the same three or four years.” 

Godet, who takes the *77a/:" to symbolize 
the judgments upon mankind enslaved to 
Antichrist, identifies the Vial-plagues with 
the judgments spoken of in ch. xi. 5, 6. 


‘THE FIRST THREE VIALS (2-7). 


2. And the first went,| In the Trumpets, 
as Bengel notes, the word “ Angel” is re- 
peatede(cb. wiils8 9, 1o, E25 ER m EA x 
15); now, such is the brevity of the style, 
the word is omitted throughout (see vv. 
ll.):—“ The Vials make short work.” 

into the earth;| Asin ver.r. See vv. I. 
—"into" (eis), not * upon," the preposition 
being the same in each of the first three Vials, 
see vv. 3, 4. In the second group of four 
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[v. 2—3. 


the beast, and upon them which wor- 
shipped his image. 

3 And the second angel poured 
out his vial upon the sea; and it be- 
came as the blood of a dead maz: 
and every living soul died in the 
sea. 








Vials, the preposition, in each case, is “ upon” 
(emt)—see vv. 8, 10, 12, 17. 

and it became] As implied by A. V, 
in vv. 3,4; or, ^ and there came"—mnearly as 
A. V. in this place. - 

a noisome and grievous sore upon the men] 
(See vv. I.) The sixth plague of Egypt, 
Ex.ix.8—12; see the note on Ex. ix. 9. The 
word rendered “ sore” is found elsewhere in 
the New Test. in ver. 11 and in Luke xyi. 
21; compare Deut. xxviii. 27, 35; Job ii. 7 
(Hebr. i'i, LXX., as here, éAkos). Hengst, 
notes that it is “not without meaning that 
men and cattle were alike smitten with this 
distemper. Its nature was so noisome that 
the magicians could not ‘stand before 
Moses, Ex.ix.11.” Observe “men” are smitten 
here, not the trees and grass as in the first 
Trumpet (ch. viii. 7);— and further * 75e 
men” now described, without exception, not 
* the third part "only. 

which bad the mark of the beast, and which 
worshipped bis image.| See ch. xiii. 15, 16; 
xiv. 9. 

For examples of the various explanations 
of the “ Vials,” see Note A at the end of this 
chapter. 


3. And the second poured out his vial 
into the sea;] Omit * Angel”—see vv. ll. 

and it became blood as of a dead man;] 
So A. V.; that is, «the sea became:” cf. 
ver. 4, and Ex. vii 2o—the first Egyptian 
plague, as in ch. viii. 8. Or the meaning 
may be, * the Vial became,” cf. vv. 2, 4. Or 
we may render, and there came, ie, 
“there was,” “there resulted” blood. ‘The 
intensity of the second “ Vial” above that of the 
second “ Trumpet” (ch. viii. 8) consists not only 
in this that the whole sea is changed into 
blood, and that every living thing in it dies, 
but in this that the blood is not fluid, living 
blood—it is now that “ o£ a dead man,’ and 
therefore tainted with corruption. 

and every living soul died,| Gr. “every 
soul of life"—see vv. //.; and cf. Gen. i. 20, 
30: not “ the third part” as in ch. viii. 8, 9. 

[even] the things that were in the sea.] 
See vv. //.:—the art. referring to what is 
implied by “every living soul" Cf. ch. viii. 


9, whence we might borrow the noun signi- _ 


fying “creatures,” viz. [even] the [crea- 
tures] that were in the sea”:—see also 


V. 4—5.] 


4 And the third angel poured out 
his vial upon the rivers and fountains 
of waters ; and they became blood. 

5 And I heard the angel of the 
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waters say, Thou art righteous, 
O Lord, which art, and wast, and 
shalt be, because thou hast judged 
thus. 





ch. v. 13. The “sea” of “the nations” is 
to be understood, “the restless wicked 
world ” (Hengst.)—cf. ch. xvii. 15, and see on 
ch. xiii. 1. The “sea” (adds Hengst.) can- 
not be understood literally, for it cannot be 
the object of God's wrath. A comparison 
with ch. viii. 8, 9 further shows that what is 
said here is symbolical. 

* This is the fulfilment,” writes I. Williams, 
* of the second day of the Creation (Gen. i. 
6)—the dividing of the waters from the 
waters,—the sea of blood below, and the 
“sea of glass mingled with fire’ (ch. xv. 2) 
above, on which are standing the harpers of 
God.” 


4. And the third poured out his vial into 
the rivers and the fountains of the 
waters;| (See vv./L) The frst Egyptian 
plague (Ex. vii. 20)—as in the preceding Vial 
and in the second and third Trumpets (ch. 
yii. 8, 10)—is repeated here. “ This corre- 
spondence between the second and third Vials, 
and the second and third Trumpets is de- 
signed. It furnishes a sort of finger-post for 
the internal connexion of the two groups ^ 
(Hengst.). In the first Egyptian plague 
there was a twofold symbolism,—the blood 
(1) denoted the slaying of the first-born, 
and the destruction of the Egyptian host in 
the Red Sea (Ex. xii. 29, 30; xiv. 28); and 
(2), it rendered the water of the Nile im- 
pure, denoting the loss of Egypt's prosperity. 
‘The two emblems are combined in Ps. lxxviii. 
44: * He turned their rivers into blood; 
and their floods that they could not drink." 
And thus in“‘the Trumpets” and “the Vials,” the 
symbolism exhibits both death and the result 
of the impurity of the waters. On this use 
of the same symbol under /avo aspects, see 
the note on ch. viii. Io. 


and it became lood.) ‘The A. V., either 
adopting the reading of the Codex Alexan- 
drinus (see vv. //.); or, taking “ the waters” 
—a neuter plural—to be the nom., renders 
“they became.” Asin «vv. 2, 3, the sense may 
be and there came, ze, “there was," or 
“there resulted " blood—the verb being in 
the singular. The third day of Creation is 
pointed to in this “ Vial,” when “ the waters” 
were “ gathered together into one place.” 


THE MORAL OF THE FIRST GROUP (5-7). 


Here follows the formal conclusion of the 
preceding verses—the moral, as it were, 
drawn from them—separating the first group 





of three from the second group of four 
Vials: see the remarks introd. to this chapter. 


b. And I beard the angel of the waters say- 
ing,] l.e,the * Angel set over the waters." 
Angels are set over the winds and over fire 
in ch. vii, 1 ; xiv. 18 (cf. ch. xi. 6); and hence 
we may infer that each of the Seven Vial- 
Angels is set over a distinct element. Or, 
the Angels who fill a special office in God's 
presence, as in ch. viii. 2 (cf. the Angel-Princes 
in Daniel—see the notes on Dan. x. 13, 21; 
xii 1). “Angels of the sea” are spoken of 
in the Rabbinical writings—see Bava Bathra, 
f. 84, 2, b, ap. Wolf; and cf. Schoettgen, 
p-1131,f. Düsterd. suggests that this Angel 
may simply represent the waters, as the Four 
Living Beings (ch. iv. 6, &c.) represent the 
life of Creation.. Grotius and Ebrard ex- 
plain that we have here a short description 
of the Angel who poured his “ Vial” over “ the 
waters,” and therefore has power over them ; 
just as the Angel in ch. xiv. 18 represents 
concisely the Angel mentioned in eh. xviii. 
4. Hengst. refers to John v. 4 in illus- 
tration, —but the genuineness of that passage 
is questionable. Stern notes that the “ Angel 
of the waters” might have complained to God 
at the change of the sea and rivers into blood, 
whereby an element essential to human life 
was tainted. On the contrary, the Angel 
confirms the justice of the punishment. 


Righteous art thou,] Omit “O Lord"— 
see vv. /. On the word “righteous” see ch. 
XV. 35 and cf. ver. 7. ; 

which art and which wast, thou Holy 
One,| See vv. /. The words in A.V., “and 
shalt be,’ vest on no authority whatever. 
Griesbach, who notices the reading (éc6pe- 
vos) ofthe Textus Receptus, merely says: “ Cod. 
ap. Bezam.” Dr. Scrivener writes: “ égópevos 
(for dovos), a bold variation of Beza’s last 
three editions, is adopted in our Version, and 
the Elzevir text of 1633.”—Paragraph Bible, 
Intr. App. E, p. ciii. The Vulgate has ‘ qui es 
et qui eras sanctus," with A, B, C (without the 
art.), which art and which wast holy. 


because thou didst thus judge:] We 
may also render here: holy [art thou],— 
or [yea] holy,—because" &c. These 
latter renderings, which regard * holy” as in 
apposition with “ righteous,’ are supported by 
Diisterdieck and Wordsworth, but are not 
adopted by De Wette and Alf., who trans- 
late, with the Vulgate: “Thou art righ- 
teous who art and wast holy, because, 
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6 For they have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets, and thou hast 
given them blood to drink; for they 
are worthy. 

7 And I heard another out of the 
altar say, Even so, Lord God Al- 
mighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 

.8 And the fourth angel poured out 
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[v. 6—10o 


his vial upon the sun; and power 
was given unto him to scorch men ` 
with fire. 

9 And men were iscorched with 

reat heat, and blasphemed the name 

of God, which hath power over these 
plagues: and they repented not to 
give him glory. 

IO And the fifth angel poured out 





&o Or a full stop may be placed at 
sey ud g e," 

The word “thus” (Gr. “these things") 
refers to the judgments described in vv. 2-4. 
For the word “ holy” see on ch. xv. 4. 

For the title here given to God—* Which 
art and Which wast”—see on ch. i. 4; 
XI IU 

In vv. 5-7 is given the reply to the appeal of 
the martyrs in ch. vi. 9, 1o, under the fft Seal. 


6. because they poured out] ‘The 
former “ because” is here repeated. 


and thou hast given them) ‘The perfect — 
see vv. ll. 

blood to drink.| The sense being— there- 
fore righteous art thou! Or there may be 
here a new clause: “Because they poured 
out....thou hast given them blood 
also to drink": ie. ‘the Vial is poured 
out, in retribution, on the waters.’ Hengst. 
notes that ‘to drink blood’ is mentioned 
not as a crime (see ch. xvii. 6), but as a 
punishment,—cf. Isai. xlix. 26. 

They are worthy.| Omit “/or”—see vv. 
ll. The contrast between this solemn decla- 
ration of “ the Angel of the waters,” and the 
same words used in ch. iii. 4, is expressed in 
Rom. vi. 23. 

Another voice is next heard in confirma- 
tion :—cf, ch. v. 9, 12, 13, 14. 


7, And I heard the altar saying;] 
Omit the words “ another out of”—see 
vv. ll. The great majority of writers see 
here a personification of the Altar,—including 
the souls of the martyrs beneath it, and the 
prayers of the saints offered on it (ch. vi. 9, 
Io; viii. 3),— for which preparation was 
made in ch. ix. 13, 14; and which was further 
intimated in ch. xiv. 18. Words. would com- 
pare Gen. iv. 10; Heb. xii. 24; Luke xix. 40; 
as well as 1 Kings xiii. 2. Many, however, 
understand here (what the reading followed 
in the A. V. expresses) “the Angel of the 
Altar” —as in ch. viii. 3-5: “the Angel of 
the fire,” notes Züullig, “ replying antiphonally 
to the Angel of the waters.” Burger refers, 
in illustration, to Josh. xxii. 26-29. 


- Yea, O Lord God, the Almighty,] See 
on ch. i. 8. The word “Yea” expresses 


assent to what was said by “ the Angel of the 
waters.” 


true and righteous [are] thy judgments.] See 
Che -xike 2: 


THE LAST FOUR VIALS (8-17). 


8. And the fourth poured out his vial] 
See vv. //.; and on ver. 2. 


upon tbe sun;| In this latter group of four, 
the preposition is different:— upon,” not 
“into” as in the former group of three. 


and it was given unto him] Or it 
was given unto it, ze. “unto the sun,” 
on which the effect was produced, as on the 
* sea,’ and “ rivers,” vv. 3, 4—so De Wette, 
Bleek, Diisterd., Words., Alf. The phrase “it 
was giyen” simply intimates that “the 
penal results are due to the permission of 
God” (Words.) :—cf. ch. ix. s. Bengel and 
Hengst., however, more justly refer “unto 
him” to the Angel; see ch. vii. 2. 


to scorch men with fire.| Were the article 
before “ men” to be pressed, the sense would be 
“the men which had the mark of the Beast ” 
—ver. 2; cf. ch. ix. 6.- In this increased in- 
tensity of beat consists the plague :—for the 
contrast, see on ch. vii. 16; and cf. Isai. xlix. 
1o. Under the fourth Trumpet, ch. viii. 12, 
there is merely a diminution of Hight; the 
sun being joined with the moon and stars. 
“The fourth Vial is on the sun; as the sun 
was created on the fourth day; and as the 
sun was stricken under the fourth Trumpet.” 
—I. Williams. 

As relating to “ the sun,” this “ Vial” also re= 
calls the xinth Egyptian plague—see Ex. x. 21. 


9. And men were scorched with great heat | 
Or “the men,” “mankind” —the art. 
occurring here as well as in ver. 8: cf. 
Ch; vili, Lr; 1x. 20; 

and they blasphemed| A note connect- 
ing this “Vial” with the fifth and seventh 
(vv. 11, 21),as one of the four “ Vials” of the 
second group. Men blaspheme, as being 
conscious that the plagues come from God ; 
they do not blaspheme under the sixth “ Vial” 
(vv. 12-16) for there the judgment has not : 
as yet fallen, but is merelv prepared. 


I Or, 


burnec 


Y. II—I 2.] 


his vial upon the seat of the beast; 
and his kingdom was full of dark- 
ness; and they gnawed their tongues 
for pain, 


II And blasphemed the God of 
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heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, and repented not of their 
deeds. 

I2 And the sixth angel poured 
out his vial upon the great river 





the name of the God] Cf. ver. 11. 


which hath the power over these plagues ;] 
(See vv. 1). The words “these plagues” 
are taken by some to mean the four “ Vials” ; 
and, hence, they divide the Seven into four 
and three:—but see ver. rr, under the fifth 
“ Vial,” which certainly refers back to ver. 2. 
All the “ Vials” are meant. 

I. Williams notes: * Light without Love. 
The sun burns; life itself is as death . . 
They are ‘tormented in the presence of the 
Lamb’ (ch. xiv. 10). ‘ Vident intabescunt- 
que." "—p. 293. 

10. And the fifth poured out his vial] 
See vv. //. With many writers, the second 
group of the Vial-Visions begins here :—The 
former group of four having been poured out 
on the earth and on the sun, the ///z5 Vial 
(vv. ro, rr) is poured out on the throne 
of the Beast;—by the sixth, as the result of 
this, Satan (wv. 12-16) assembles. the world 
for the last conflict against God ;—under the 
seventh (vv. 17-21), Babylon, the seat of the 
anti-christian World-power, is destroyed. 


upon the throne of the beast;| As ac- 
tually seen (ch. xiii. 2) when given by the 
“Dragon ;’—upon the real centre of his au- 
thority (cf. on ch. ii. 13). Understanding 
by the Beast the ungodly World-power in its 
collective character, his “throne” is situated 
in different places at different periods :—in 
Babylon of old (cf. Isai. xlvii. 1) ;—in Rome 
in the days of St. John ;—and so on to the 
end of time: “This is as certain as that 
the Beast has Seven Heads” (ch. xiii. 1) 
.... “ Wherever the throne may stand, it 
will be struck by the fifth “Vial” (Hengst.)— 
see on ver.19. Ebrard here recalls the “ Angel 
of the Abyss" under the fifth Trumpet (ch. 
ix. 11)—“ the Destroyer" who has given his 
“throne” to the Beast as the representative 
of the World-power. 


and his kingdom was darkened;] The 
ninth Egyptian plague (Ex. x. 21) is more 
literally repeated here than under the fourth 
“Vial; —see ch. viii. 12; cf. Ps. cv. 28. Wisd. 
xvii. 21 supplies the comment on this verse, 
* Over them only was spread an heavy night, 
an image of that darkness which should after- 
ward receive them." 


and they gnawed their tongues for pain,] 
(On the prep., êk, cf. ch. viii. 11, 13). The 
word rendered “pain” (móvos) is found only 
in this passage, in ch. xxi. 4, and in Col. iv. 
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I3:—$ee on ver. rr. ‘This mention of 
* pain "or “ distress" as the result of darkness 
naturally leads to the symbolical interpreta- 
tion of this “Vial” and also of the four 
previous * Vials.” 

11. And they blasphemed tbe God of heaven] 
A title found elsewhere only in ch. xi. 13; 
in which place, in contrast to the present 
verse, repentance follows. To blaspheme 
God, as here, is the token of entire allegiance 
to the Beast—see ch. xiii. 6. 

because of their pains and their sores;] See 
ver. 2. Under this fth “ Vial,” the judgment 
of the first—and doubtless, those also of the 
second and third “ Vials”—continues: the 
fourth “Vial” is but a different aspect of this 
plague. 

and they repented not of their works.] See 
ver. 9; and ch. ix. 20, 21:—see also below, 
the note on ver. 21 as to the absence of any 
mention there of repentance. 


12, And the sixth poured out bis vial] 
See vv. //. 

upontbe great river, the [river] Eupbrates;] 
Cf. the sixth “Trumpet,” ch. ix. 14; and see 
the note zz loc. From beyond the Euphrates 
the hosts which invaded Palestine and re- 
sisted Israel used to come; and from that 
quarter Jerusalem, the type of the Church, 
was wont to be assailed; this imagery, there- 
fore, symbolically represents the barrier, now 
to be removed, which opposed the progress 
of the ungodly World-power in its assault- 
upon the Church. As to the source of 
the symbolism here, Hengst. strongly ob- 
jects to the opinion of Eichhorn, Ziillig, 
Heinrich, Stern, Hofmann, Ebrard, Words. 
(who quotes the authority of the ancient 
expositor Haymo), viz. that it is borrowed 
from the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, who 
effected his conquest of the city by diverting 
the waters ofthe Euphrates. In support of 
his objection Hengst. (following Forbes) urges 
that the Apoc. does not borrow from Hero- 
dotus and Xenophon, but from Scripture. 
To this the answer is obvious, —' Prophecy 
does distinctly foreshadow the action of 
Cyrus.’ Of this there can be no doubt when 
one considers Jer. li. 31, 32, 36 (see the notes 
in loc., and on Dan. v. 30); or compares Isai. 
xiii. (on which chapter see the concluding 
note). This historical fact, therefore, may 
safely be regarded as supplying the out- 
lines of the present imagery. Of course the 
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Euphrates; and the water there- 
of was dried up, that the way of 





decisive war for which all the kings of the 
earth are gathered together (ver. 14) is not 
against a literal Babylon, but against the 
Church of God; and, as Bengel notes, 
* Ar-Mageddon lies in the land of Israel, and 
from the rising of the sun the way to it is 
over the Euphrates" (ver. 16). 


and tbe water thereof was dried up,| Re- 
ferring (see Jer. li. 36) to the means by which 
Cyrus captured the literal Babylon, A.D. 538 
(Herod. i. 191; Xen. Cyrop. vii. 5); see the 
notes on Dan. v.; and cf. Isai. xliv. 27, 28. 
Cyrus drained “the great river” from its 
bed, and thus prefigured the fall of the mys- 
tical Babylon. As further sources of this 
imagery the passage of the Red Sea, Ex. xiv. 
(cf. Zech. x. 10-12),—or of the Jordan, Josh. 
iv. 23—may be compared. The language of 
this verse, in fact, recalls more than one 
remarkable allusion in the former Scriptures 
to the people of God—e. g. Ps. cxiv. 3 ; Isai. 
xir 5. 16 di. 163 9 jena) 38: 


that the way might be prepared for 
the kings which [come] from the sun- 
rising.] See ch. vii. 2. That the destroyer 
of Babylon was to come from the East is con- 
stantly foretold—e. g. Isai xiii-xiv.; xli. 2, 
25; xlvi, 11; and hence the imagery of this 
verse, whereby the destruction of the mys- 
tical Babylon is foreshadowed. 

As to the meaning of these words there is 
a great conflict of opinion :—(1) Beda, I. Wil- 
liams, Words., variously interpret that by 
“the Kings from the sun-rising” we are to 
understand the saints who are made “ kings ” 
by Christ and form the armies of heaven that 
follow Him (ch. xix. 14);—who are spoken 
of by Isaiah (ch. Ix. 3) ;—of whom the Magi 
from the East (Matt. 1i.) were the first fruits; 
—and who are to contend at Ar-Mageddon 
with the antichristian powers of the world 
let loose trom the river Euphrates under the 
sixth Trumpet (ch. ix. 15, 16). With re- 
ference to this interpretation see the notes 
on ch. i. 6 and ch. v. 1o. 

(2) On the other hand, Bleek, Ewald, De 
Wette, Düsterd. Alf, include “the kings” 
here among “the kings of the whole earth” 
ver. 14; and, therefore, regard them as in- 
struments of the Dragon, and the Beast, and 
the False Prophet (ver. 13), in leading men 
to war not against Babylon but against the 
saints,—see ch. xii. 17; Xiii. 7. 

(3) The rationalistic school, e. g. Bleek, 
De Wette, D üsterd., Reuss, Krenkel, identify 
these Eastern Kings with the “Ten Horns” 
or “ Kings" of ch. xvii. 12, who are intro- 
duced here by anticipation (as the Beast of 
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he 12; 


the kings of the east might be pre- 
pared. 





ch. xiii. is referred to in ch. xi. 7), and whose 
fate is hinted at in ver. 16, but not fully 
described until ch. xix. 19, 20. Their re- 
lation to the Beast is not cleared up until 
ch. xvii. 12. This explanation connects itself 
with the notion that Nero (see on ch. xiii. 3) 
will return as Antichrist, with the Parthians, 
to destroy Rome. For this the way is now 
prepared. According to this interpretation, 
the plague of the sixth “Vial” consists in 
the assembling these kings, and annihilating 
them at Ar-Mageddon (ver. 16). 

(4) Ebrard interprets in a manner pecu- 
liar to himself:—He identifies “the kings 
from the sun-rising " with the “four Angels” 
in ch. ix. 14, 15; they are here called “ the 
kings, as being known to the Seer since 
the sixth Trumpet; and they are called 
** kings” because Satan is so styled in ch. ix. 
rii. The host which follows these kings 
from the East is related to the locust-host 
under the fifth Trumpet (ch. ix. 1-11), as 
the power of unbelief to the power of 
superstition. The difference existing between 
the fifth and sixth ‘Trumpets, and the ///:5 
and sixth Vials, Ebrard takes to be that in 
the former God's judgments are inflicted on 
godless mankind as such; and that in the 
latter, they are inflicted on the kingdom of the 
Beast, or Babylon, the resuscitated Roman 
W orld-power (ch. xiv. 8). 

(5) Hippolytus takes these kings to be 
servants of Antichrist; and explains that God 
in His wisdom smooths the way for them to 
come and worship Antichrist, and be his allies 
(* Ancolitus,” /.c., p. 27, see Note C on ch 
Xie 3): 

(6) Andreas makes the Eastern kings to 
be Gog and Magog (ch. xx. 8). 

The first of these interpretations may ap- 
pear to be the most probable, if we compare 
the beautiful words of Isaiah (li. 1o, 11) :— 
* He hath made the depths of the sea a way 
for the ransomed to pass over. Therefore the 
redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come 
with singing unto Zion." It is to be borne in 
mind, however, that the sixth Vial—and each 
“Vial” brings a “plague” upon the ungodly | 
—is fully described in ver. 12, and is not 
continued in the verses which follow. In 
fact, as already observed, vv. 13-16 form an 
episode between the sixth and seventh Vials, 
herein resembling ch. vii. and ch. x.—xi. 14,— 
the shortness of this episode denoting the 
rapid approach of the End (cf. ch. x. 6, 7; 
see Hofmann, /. c., ii. s. 362). The conclu- 
sion then seems to be that the drying up — 
of the Euphrates recalls the destruction of . 
Babylon, the seat of the ungodly World- 


v. 13—14.] 


I3 And I saw three unclean spirits 
like frogs come out of the mouth of 
the dragon, and out of the mouth of 
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thé beast, and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet. 
I4 For they are the spirits of 








power, by Cyrus; and that this destruction 
symbolizes the judgment for which prepara- 
tion is made under this “Vial.” 

Mr. Charles Maitland refers in illustration 
to the statement of the heathen historian 
Justin, that Alexander the Great * went into 
Syria, where he was met by many kings of the 
East with mitres” (Historia, lib. xi. ro). 
And Mr. Maitland adds that in 2 Esdras 
xii. 39-44 St. John's expression seems to 
be applied to *the ten Tribes, which were 
carried away prisoners out of their own land 

. over the waters.” .. . “And they en- 
tered into Euphrates, . . . for the Most High 
then shewed signs for them, and held still the 
flood, till they were passed over.”—School of 
Proph. Interpr., p. 70. 


THE EPISODE (13-16). 


13. And I saw] The formula introducing 
a new Vision (see on ch. xiv. 1 ; xv. 2). 


[coming] out of the mouth of the 
dragon,] ‘There is no participle here sig- 
nifying * going forth,” “ proceeding,” and this 
D üsterd. supplies from the verb expressed in 
ver. 14. The Cod. Sinaiticus reads €dd6n 
for ei0ov: * And there were given from 
the mouth" &c. 

The Vision of ch. xiii. 2, 11 still continues: 
—see on ch. xx. 8, to which place this episode 
may look forward. 


and out of the mouth of the beast, and out 
of the mouth of the false prophet,| On the 
expression “out of the mouth,’ cf. "the 
rod of his mouth” (Isai. xi. 4). The 
“ False Prophet” —the second Beast of ch. xiii. 
11—appears for the first time in this place, 
under this name (cf. ch. xix. 20; xx. 10); 
he represents the power which, under the 
semblance of being Christ’s, really brings the 
Church under bondage to “the Prince of 
this World." It is to be observed that as 
St. John elsewhere (1 John iii. 8) speaks of 
“many Antichrists; "andas “Antichrist” repre- 
sents ‘the Beast,” so he elsewhere speaks of 
“many false prophets” (x John iv. 1): see 
Note A, on ch. xiii.; and the note on ch. 
xiii. II. 

three unclean spirits,| The epithet “ un- 
clean” (cf. Matt. x. 1; Mark i 26; Luke 
iv. 33) implies their demoniacal nature as 
described in ver. 14; and also refers to the 
form under which they appear. 

as it were frogs:] (See vv. //.). Such 
was their form in the Vision: and to the in- 
tuition of the Seer these three forms have the 


same reality as those of the Dragon and the 
two Beasts from whose mouths they proceed; 
or as the objects described in ch. ix. 1-11; or 
in ch. ix. 17 (Düsterd.). There may be a re- 
ference here to the second plague of Egypt, 
Ex. viii. 1-14. If we except that plague, and 
the references to it, there is no other 
mention direct or symbolical of “frogs” in 
Scripture (cf. Wisd.xix. 10). Commentators 
quote profane authors who take frogs to be 
an emblem of garrulity and of uncleanness— 
e. g. Cicero (ad Attic. xv. 16): see Züllig and 
Alf. ix loc. Stern quotes Eucherius Bishop 
of Lyons (Lid. form. spir. intell., c. 5) who in- 
terprets this verse of heretics ^ who dwelling 
in the slime of sensuality cease not to croak 
with empty garrulity." Frogs, notes Renan 
(p. 427), “ designate conjurors and harlequins 
(les prestidigitateurs et les arlequins,— Arte- 
mid., Ozezrocr., ii. 15)." The frog, writes Volk- 
mar, is the symbol of “ magic." And so Mr. 
Maurice, who specifies Simon Magus: see 
Note A at the end of this chapter. “ They seem 
to imply the pouring forth of wickedness of 
every kind, from the Devil and the world, and 
from that spiritual wickedness which usually 
attends on both."—I. Williams (p. 304). 
'To inquire who or what is to be understood 
historically by these three unclean spirits, 
Diisterd. compares with the similar inquiry 
as to the * four Angels” of ch. ix. 14:—e. g. 
Grotius and Hammond apply to the con- 
test between Constantine and Maxentius; 
the *zbree unclean spirits” being the “ exsti- 
spicium, auspicium, et libri Sibyllini, quibus 
fidebat Maxentius";— Luther referred to 
Faber, Eck, and Emser “ who croaked against 
the Gospel;"— W olf and others to the Jesuits, 
Macchiavellists, and Spinozists;—Calovius to 
the Jesuits, Capucins, and Calvinists;—and 
so forth. 

Burger contrasts with these forms of the 
“unclean spirits,” the Dove, the form under 
which the Holy Spirit was beheld by John 
the Baptist—Luke iii. 22. 


14. for they are spirits of devils,| Gr. of 
demons, see yv. X. See on ch. ii. 10; and 
also the notes on ch. ix. 20; xviii, 2. 

The symbolism of ver. 13 is here explained. 
Hengst. however (and so Ebrard and Bleek) 
takes this to be * a parenthetical remark,” 
translating: *For there are spirits" &c., 
the words being a solemn preparation for ver. 
15, as if it were * Watch and pray; for :’— 
* Nothing " he adds, * is better fitted to solve 
the enigma of the world's history, or to stir 
us up to watchfulness and zeal than the con- 
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devils, working miracles, which go 
forth unto the kings of the earth and 
of the whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty. 
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[v. 15—16. 


rg “Behold, I come as a thief. {Matt 
Blessed is he that watcheth, and ~ 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk 
naked, and they see his shame. 

16 And he gathered them to- 





viction that we have to contend not with 
flesh and blood, but against evil spirits (Eph. 
MAT) 

working miracles;] Or signs—the word 
always used by St. John—a means of seduc- 
tion already ascribed to the “ False Prophet” 
(ch. xiii. 13), and now to each of the three 
enemies of God: cf. Matt. xxiv. 24 ; 2 Thess. 
ii. 9. 

which go forth unto| See vv. I]. for both 
the relative and the verb. For the preposition 
—Gr. upon—cf. John xix. 33. From the verb 
here Diisterd. supplies the participle omitted 
in ver. 13. 


the kings of the whole world,] (Omit 
“ of the earth and”—see vv. ll.) The evil in- 
fluence falls upon the rulers of the “ world” 
[Gr. “inhabited earth”] as representatives 
of their subjects who worship the Beast—see 
Ch, xiii, 4, 8, 02: XIV; QUE T. 

Réville (7. c., p. 12 1)explains that St. John in- 
cludes under “ the kings of the whole world,” 
the * Kings from the Sun-rising " (ver. 12), 
and the “Ten Kings” or “Horns” of the 
Beast, ch. xvii.12, Reuss refers in illustration 
of this verse to 1 Kings xxii. 20-23. 

to gather them together to the war] See 
vv. Il.:—i.e., ‘in order to gather them to- 
gether.” As to the constr., cf. ch. xii. 17. 

For the details of “the war” we must look 
to ch. xix. 11, &c: see especially ch. xix. 19 ; and 
cf. Zech. xiv. 1-3. Two descriptions of this 
gathering are given, viz. in ch. xix. 17 and ch. 
xx. 8. For the relation of these “ kings” to 
the “Kings from the Sun-rising "see on ver. 12. 
In ver. 12 the action of God preparing the 
way for His armies is symbolized (cf. Micah 
iv. 11, 12): the means whereby the Dragon 
musters his hosts are described here. We 
are naturally led by the analogy of the influ- 
ence of evil spirits as described in the Gospels 
to compare the effect produced by the demons 
referred to in this verse, with the instances 
of possession of which we read elsewhere in 
the New Test. 


of the great day of God, the AI- 
mighty.] See vv. I. It is not stated by St. 
John against whom this war is waged ; but the 
reference to the drying up of the Euphrates 
indicates that it is directed against Babylon. 

Ebrard, from a comparison with Zech. 
xiv. 1-2 (“ Behold the day of the Lord cometh 
....Iwil gather all nations against Jeru- 
salem to battle") concludes “ that this last 


World-war, after the fall of Babylon, will 
seek to direct its power of destruction 
against Christ Himself and His Kingdom ” 
(s. 437). E 

On the “Great Day,’ cf. Matt. vii. 22; 
Luke xvii. 24, 31; 1 Thess. v. 2, 4. 

We have to note throughout the Apoca- 
lypse a secret gathering of armies as for 
some great war ;—from the single mysterious 
Horseman in the frst Seal (ch. vi. 2), to the 
assembling of the fowls of heaven (ch. xix. 17): 
* For the Lord God of Hosts hath a sacrifice 
in the North Country, by the river Euphrates " 
(Jer. xlvi. 10). The assemblage here is the 
signal for the Lord's Coming ; and hence the 
exhortation in ver. 15, which is interposed 
parenthetically. 


15. I. Williams finely says: * When the 
forces of good and evil are mustering for the 
last great conflict, in the midst of the sub- 
lime description, . . . «f suddenly, for the 
pause and interval of one verse, the Spirit 
takes the reader aside and whispers "— 


(Behold, I come as a thief.| See ch. iii. 3 ; and 
cf. Matt. xxiv. 42, 44; 1 Thess.v. 2 ; 2 Pet. iii. 
1o. Either Christ Himself is the speaker; or 
St. John breaks off his narrative to introduce, 
in Christ's own words (see ch. xxii. 7, 12, 20), 
a word of consolation amid the terrors which 
the mention of the * Great Day" excites:— 
compare ch. xiii. 9; xiv. 12. 


keepeth his garments,| Compare ch. iii. 17, 
I8; vii. r4:—the reason is stated in the 
words which follow. 


lest be walk naked,| On this figure see 
Isai. xlvii. 3; Ezek. xvi. 37; Hos. ii. 10; Nah. 
iii. 5. Hengst. explains the nakedness as de- 
noting not the guilt, but the punishment ; the 
exposure to the world that men lack what 
constitutes the Christian state. 


and they see his shame).| Bleek draws atten- 
tion to the unauthorized procedure of Beza, 
who, against all external evidence, effaces this 
verse here, and transfers it so as to precede 
ch. iii. 18. Referring to the tendency to con- 
fine what we read in the Apoc. to time and 
place, I. Williams writes that this verse 
seems to say: “Think not of this as of some 
great battle in which you are yourself uncon- 
cerned; you are yourself, O reader, now in 
the midst of that conflict of which you read." 


16. And be gathered them together] So A. V. 
Or, they gathered them together]. (1) Bengel 


v. 17] 


gether into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 


REVELATION. XVI. 


17 And the seventh angel poured 
out his vial into the air; and there 








takes the sixth Angel, ver. 12, to be the nom. 
here (cf. ch. ix. 14) ; —Hengst., Ebrard, Burger 
take it to be * God, the Almighty,” ver. 14 (cf. 
Joel iii. 2) ;— Ewald takes it to be the Dragon, 
who comes forward as the head of the “ anti- 
christian trinity” introduced in ver. 13. 

The Vulg. renders “ e£ congregabit illos." 

(2) Düsterd., Bleek, De Wette, Words., 
Alf., take “the three unclean spirits” to be the 
nom. to the verb (“they gathered them to- 
gether”), a neuter plural to a verb in the 
sing., as in ver. 14—the same verb, too, being 
repeated, and this verse resuming the narra- 
tive of ver. r4, for ver. 15 is, as above, a 
parenthesis. This seems to be the true 
constr. 

(3) The Cod. Sinaiticus has the verb in 
the plural—see wv. //.; and so the writer in 
Schenkel’s Bibel/-Lexicon understands “the 
Kings” of ver. 12 combined with the Beast 
whose wound was healed (ch. xiii. 3): these, 
in confederacy with the “ Ten Kings” of ch. 
xvii. 12 (explained to mean the Ten Procon- 
suls), now assail and destroy Rome (see the 
note on ch. xvii. 12). 

The aorist here is “ proleptic.” 


into the place] ‘The Cod. Alexandrinus 
(see vv. J.) reads “the river,” ze. the 
Kishon, Judges v. 19, 21 ;—see below. 


which is called in Hebrew] Cf ch. 
Peete [ON Va 2s) XIX 3 1073) 201, KX, TO; 

Ar-Mageddon| Inthe Vulgate Armagedon. 
Or Har-Magedon.] See vv. //. For the 
etymology see Note B at the end of this 
chapter. The name signifies ‘The ‘ City’ or 
‘ Mountain’ of Megiddo. Bisping (reading 
Ar) understands the City ;—Bleek notes that 
the syllable Har refers to the position of Me- 
giddo at the foot of Mount Carmel ;—Reuss 
places it at the foot of Mount Tabor (Judges 
iv. 12)—see Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, p. 
334. Weread in the Old Test. of (not “the 
mountain,” but) the plain or valley (LXX., 
meðlov, 2 Chron. xxxv. 22; Zech. xii. 11) ; or 
waters (Judges v. 19, see vv. //.) of Me- 
giddo, in the plain of Esdraelon,—“ the great 
plain of Esdraelon” of Judith i. 8,—“The 
battle-field," writes Dean Stanley, “of Jewish 
history, and the chief scene of our Lord’s 
ministrations. Bounded as it is by the hills 
of Palestine on both north and south, it 
would naturally become the arena of war 
between the lowlanders who trusted in 
their chariots, and the Israelite highlanders 
of the neighbouring heights. To this cause 
mainly it owes its celebrity, as the battle-field 
of the world, which has, through its adoption 
into the language of the Apocalypse, passed 





into a universal proverb.” —Sinai and Palestine, 
ch. ix. 

The plain of Esdraelon “has been a 
chosen place for encampment in every con- 
test carried on in Palestine from the days 
of Nabuchodonozor, King of Assyria, unto 
the disastrous march of Napoleon Buonaparte 
from Egypt into Syria. Jews, Gentiles, 
Saracens, Christian Crusaders, and anti- 
christian Frenchmen, Egyptians, Persians, 
Druses, Turks, and Arabs, warriors of every 
nation that is under heaven, have pitched 
their tents on the plain of Esdraelon, and 
have beheld the banners of their nations wet 
with the dews of Tabor and Hermon."— 
Clarkes Travels, 4th ed., vol. iv. p. 268. 

The plain of Esdraelon was of old the scene 
of four great battles, of which two (Judges 
iv. ; vil.) were great victories, and two (1 Sam. 
Xxxi.; 2 Kings xxiii. 29) were great disasters. 
Here in the remote past Deborah and Barak 
had annihilated the hosts of the Midianitish 
oppressors (Judges v. 19); and here in the 
latter days of the Jewish Kingdom, in battle 
with the overwhelming force of the Egyptians, 
Josiah received his death wound (2 Kings 
xxiii. 29; 2 Chron. xxxv. 20). 

As to the name “ Har-Magedon,” we know 
that Joel (iii. 2, 12) has described the scene 
of Divine judgments in imagery borrowed 
from Jehoshaphat’s victory recorded in 2 
Chron. xx. 22-26, although “the walley of 
Jehoshaphat—z. e., the valley of “the judg- 
ment of Jehovah”—is nowhere else spoken 
ofin Scripture; “The name is coined by Joel 
on account of its meaning, and for the pur- 
pose of recalling the historical association” 
(see the notes on Joel". 2, 12) Here, 
accordingly, the plain of Esdraelon, and the 
scene of Josiah’s death, supply the symbol of 
the great final conflict, although Har-Ma- 
gedon” is nowhere else spoken of. So pro- 
found indeed was the impression made upon 
the Jews by the defeat and death of Josiah, 
that the Prophet can describe the deepest 
affliction of Jerusalem by no stronger simili- 
tude than that of *the mourning of Hadad- 
rimmon in the valley of Megiddon” (Zech. 
xii. rr) It is remarkable too that this very 
passage in the prophet (Zech. xii. ro) is 
expressly applied to our Lord (see ch. i. 7; 
John xix. 37), the meaning of the symbol- 
ism, as Hengst. notes, being that what 
the enemies of the Church of old had once 
accomplished at Megiddo against Josiah, 
they would now again accomplish against 
Jesus. Hengst. also observes that this re- 
ference to the victory of Pharaoh over Josiah 
suits well the Egyptian character of the “Vials.” 
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came a great voice out of the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, saying, 
It is done. 
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v. 18.] 


18 And there were voices, and 
thunders, and lightnings; and there 
was a great earthquake, such as was 





“If” as Godet interprets (see on ch. xi. 13), 
«the antichristian Jewish Monarchy is here- 
after to have its seat in the East, at Jerusalem, 
the rival of Romie, the choice of this battle- 
field, normal in Palestine, need not surprise 
us” (4. c., p. 381). 

Hengstenberg makes the sixth “Vial” break 
off “of necessity here”; the “Seven Vials” 
forming of themselves a separate whole, and 
the battle in ch. xix. 11, &c., being not a 
continuation, but only a particular phase of 
the present conflict. 

Ebrard, after Bengel, concludes that the 
war, or great conflict with unbelief, now 
begins; that it is continued under the seventh 
“Vial” (ch. xvii. 14); and that it comes to an 
end in ch. xix. 19. 

On the other hand, the conclusion seems 
plain that a battle at * Har-Magedon” is not 
described here; but, as in the sixth Trumpet- 
Vision, the gathering together of armies in 
preparation for a decisive struggle. The fact 
that St. John has employed a word (Har- 
Magedon) not found in connexion with any 
locality or historical event, of itself points 
to a figurative interpretation. Nor indeed 
are we to think of literal warfare. Under 
Judaism we read of a literal Egypt, of a 
literal Amalek, of clean and unclean animals ; 
—in other words, we recognize the outward 
sign, the corporeal type. Under Christianity 
we can only see the broad line which will 
finally separate the righteous and the wicked. 


17. And the seventh poured out bis vial 


upon the air:] See vv. Il. (For reading. 


the preposition upon, emi, see the note on 
ver.2). “ Tbe air,” Bengel observes, is the 
laboratory of thunder, lightning, hail. We 
also learn from Eph. ii. 2, that “ the air” isthe 
region of the power of evil. The seventh 
“ Vial” accordingly is poured out upon the 
throne of the “ Dragon” (Satan), as the fifth 
had been poured out upon the throne of the 
Beast (ver. 10). The Devil is cast into the 
lake of fire after the Beast and the “ False 
Prophet "—see ch. xix. 20; XX. Io. 


and there came forth a great voice out 
of the temple, from tbe throne,] (Omit of 
heaven, see vv. IL); the Codex Sinaiticus 
reads, “of God," in place of “from the 
throne,” —as in ch. xi. 1). Writers generally 
understand, the voice of God Himself, as in 
ver. 1: this, they think, the words “from 
the throne” confirm, as well as the brief and 
sharp import of the voice,—a result which 
may well be questioned :—see below. Burger 
suggests that the voice proceeded from that 


Living Being who, placed beside the throne 
(ch. iv. 6), gave the “Seven Vials” to the 
Angels (ch. xv. 7). 


saying, It is done.| This announcement 
refers back to ver. 1,— That is done which 
was commanded': compare Luke xiv. 22; 
Ezek. ix. 11; Vulg. factum est; and also ch. 
xxi. 6, where the verb is in the plural. Ebrard 
regards the phrase “Iż is done” as parallel 
to the expression of ch. xi. 15 “is become,” 
under the seventh Trumpet, and as intro- 
ductory to the End. Hofmann observes that 
as the first Vial was poured out upon the 
earth, so the /ast is poured out upon the air, 
denoting that the terrors of the revelation ot 
Christ will thus appear spread out over the 
universe; and he takes the words to signify the 
close of the Vision beginning with ch. xv. 1 
(ii.s. 363). Vitringa (p. 734) translates by the 
expressive term * FUERUNT ” ; the nominative 
to the verb being “the old heaven and the old 
earth which ignorance and superstition had 
brought into the economy of the Church ;”— 
similarly Beza. Grotius, applying to Rome, 
interprets “ Fuit Roma.” I. Williams refers to 
our Lord's last words on the Cross, “It is 
finished,” John xix. 30. 

The “Vials” run out quickly, notes Bengel : 
the “sores” under the ///£b are the same as 
under the frst; and as the frst comes after 
the reception of “the mark of tbe Beast," 
so the seventh introduces the judgment on 
Babylon. The “ Trumpets” affected temporal 
kingdoms; and here the “ Vials,’ which are 
in the same order, affect the Beast now in- 
vested with power over those kingdoms. 


18. And there avere lightnings, and 
voices, and thunders;] See vv. /. Cf. 
ch. viii. 5; xi. 19:—the order in the latter 
text is exactly as here; there is also the 
eartbquake, and, as below in ver. 2r, * great 
bail" On this Hengst. notes, in opposition 
to the writers who find in the Apoc. a con- 
tinuous history: “The seventh Vial agrees 
exactly in its main features with the seventh 
Trumpet. Here again we have arrived pre- 
cisely at the same point at which we found 
ourselves there." 


since there were men on the eartb,] Or, 
since there was a man on—see vv. Z). 

so mighty an earthquake, [and] so great.| 
In the case of this earthquake there is no 
repentance such as followed that in ch. xi. 
13—see ver. 21. 

The action, notes Reuss (p. 383), now begins, 
and three conflicts follow: (1) The fall of 
Rome (ch. xvii, xviii.) ; (2) The conflict with 


v. 19.] 


not since, men were upon the earth, so 

mighty an earthquake, and so great. 
19 And the great city was divided 

into three parts, and the cities of the 


Antichrist (ch. xix. 11-21); (3) The defeat of 
Satan (ch. xx. 7-10). Hengst. observes that 
while the Seals and Trumpets have to do 
simply with godless men, the reference here, in 
vv. 19, 20, is to the God-opposing powers of 
the world. 





19. And the great city.] For this phrase see 
ch. xi. 8; xvii. 18. 

At this point there are different lines 
of interpretation:—(1) Düsterdieck writes: 
“ From the connexion with ch. xiii., and from 
the context here, it undoubtedly follows that 
the Great City which is divided into three parts, 
is identical with ‘ Babylon the Great’ (ch. xiv. 
8), że., with the capital ofthe World-kingdom 
which appeared in ch. xiii under the form 
of the Beast from the sea (cf. ch. xvii)": 
to the same effect Burger, and Bisping ;—(2) 
Ebrard denies that the * Great City” is the 
same as “Babylon the Great.” We have 
here “the Great City;' and we first read of 
“the Great City" under its symbolical de- 
scription as * Jerusalem "—although not *the 
geographical Jerusalem ”—in ch. xi. 8, where 
it stands for the godless world absolutely. We 
first read of “ Babylon” in ch. xiv. 8, where it 
stands for the W orld-power in its Roman form 
risen again after its overthrow, and organized 
anew under the name of Babylon by the “ False 
Prophet ;’—(3) Alcasar, De Wette, Ewald, 
Alf, decide that by “the Great City” or 
* Babylon" we are to understand Rome,— e.g. 
Alf. merely notes ^ Rome." Hengst. writes: 
“That Babylon denotes heathen Rome has 
already been proved at ch. xiv. 8." “Two 
Cities,’ he adds, “ have in the Revelation the 
name of ‘ Great/— Jerusalem in ch. xi. 8, and 
Babylon, that is Rome, in all the other pas- 
sages and very commonly, ch. xiv. 8 ; xvii. 18; 
xviii. ro, &c.";—(4) Andreas, C. à Lapide, 
Bengel, Hofmann, Stern, &c. (appealing to 
ch. xi. 8, see the note im Joc.) identify “the 
Great City” with Jerusalem; I. Williams 
(p. 311), in the same sense, takes “the Great 
City” to be “ the Holy City" defiled, of which 
only a tenth part falls in ch. xi. 13. So too, 
according to (the Arabic) Hippolytus, Baby- 
lon is here the symbol of sinful Jerusalem ; 
and his entire explanation depends on the 
assumption that the destruction of Jerusalem 
is described (see Ewald's account of his lost 
commentary, Lc, s. ro). Ribera (quoted by 
Stern, s. 362) notes that though this may seem 
to be said of Rome, nevertheless the Apostle 
clearly predicts in ch. xvii. that Rome is 
to be destroyed by the “Ten Kings” be- 
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nations fell: and great Babylon came 


in remembrance before God, “to give 7 Jer. ss. 


unto her the cup of the wine of the * 
fierceness of his wrath. 





fore the beginning of the reign of Anti- 
christ, by whose aid Jerusalem is to become 
* Great.” 

'The signification of this verse seems to 
be that, understood in the most general 
manner, “the Great City” is the centre 
of the World-power where “the throne 
of tbe Beast " (ver. 10) is always to be found, 
whatever the forms of evil may be under 
which that power is exhibited—whether 
unbelief, or superstition, or sensuality; and 
that by “ Babylon,” że., the great World-city 
as represented in the language of prophecy, 
the particular locality is symbolized where 
the throne of the Beast may exist at any one 
period of history :—it may be Rome as in St. 
John's day ;—it may be Jerusalem ;—it may 
be elsewhere at any subsequent time: see 
on ver. Io. 


was divided into three parts,| Gr. “became 
into three parts,” from the effects of the 
earthquake—cf. ch. xi. 13. It is to be noted 
that this division “ into three parts” is spoken 
of, in connexion with Jerusalem, by Ezekiel 
(v. 2, 12). The number three probably refers 
to the threefold exercise of Satanic agency 
spoken of in ver. 13—so Ebrard. Hengst. to 
the same effect understands the three powers 
that bore rulein “ the Great City,” the Dragon, 
the Beast, “the False Prophet ;’ to each, as 
it were, a part. I. Williams takes the 
number “to indicate judgment on the 
Christian Church, inasmuch as the number 
three,and a third part, seems to mark the 
judgments on the Church under the Trum- 
pets” (p. 311). Andreas saw in the “ three 
parts” the Jewish, the Samaritan, and the 
Christian dwellers in Jerusalem (/.c., p. 95) ;— 
Hofmann (ii. s. 368) refers to the three hills, 
Zion, Akra, Bezetha, on which Jerusalem was 
built: he seems to identify the earthquake 
here, with that in ch. xi. 13 ;— Beda under- 
stands heathens, Jews, heretics ;—and Bossuet 
the division of the Roman Empire under 
Honorius, Attalus, and Constantine, A.D. 
407-411. 

and the cities of the nations fell:| Not 
only the great centre of the World-power, 
but every lesser stronghold of evil. ‘The 
“ nations” may mean the “Gentiles” (see 
ch. xi. 2), as opposed to the Church, “the 
Israel of God”: or, if “the Great City” is 
taken to be Jerusalem (ch. xi. 8), “ the cities 
of the nations” may be named in contrast to 
the City of the people of God. 

Hengst. thinks that ver. 19 should end here. 
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20 And every island fled away, 
and the mountains were not found. 





At least, from here to the end of the verse the 
words are parenthetical; the fate of Babylon 
being reserved until ch. xvii.; xviii. Hengst. 
would extend the parenthesis to the end of 
ver. 20 ; perhaps rightly. 


and Babylon the great] Babylon the 
Great, already introduced in ch. xiv. 8, is the 
locality where, at this crisis, ^ be throne of 
the Beast” is to be found. 

In the land of Shinar the attempt was first 
made to array a World-empire against God 
(see Pusey on Zech. v. 11). Babylon, in its 
first form on the plain of Shinar, was the 
standing type of the idolatrous City. Shinar, 
as an ideal land of unholiness, is contrasted 
with Israel, “the Holy Land” (Zech, ii. 
12) What was Nineveh under Sennacherib 
(2 Kings xix. 36) was Babylon under Nebu- 
chadnezzar (2 Kings xxv. 1). The type 
remains, whatever may be the site of the 
World-city. 

was had in remembrance in the sight 
of God,] Cf. Acts x. 31. Of this “the 
eartbquake " was the token of warning. See 
ch. xvii. I-5. 

to give unto ber the cup of tbe wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath.| Gr. of the wrath 
of His indignation:—see ch. xiv. 8, 10; 


xix. 15. 

'The fall of Babylon is, according to De 
Burgh, “the principal event of the seventh 
Vial"; and the mention of it in this place he 
regards as a mere reference to what was an- 
nounced already in ch. xiv. 8,—the “ Vials” 
themselves with chapters xvii—xix. being no 
more than a detail of the “ Harvest” in ch. 
xiv.; accordingly we find ch. xix. closing, 
like ch. xiv., with the Vintage, or “ treading 
of the wine press." 


20. and [the] mountains were not found.]| 
Compare the imagery under the sixth Seal, 
and especially ch. vi. 14. This verse may 
be taken as resuming the direct narrative 
in continuation of the words “the cities 
of the nations fell:” or, perhaps, it is to 
be included in the parenthesis — Babylon 
corresponding to the “ Great City,” and the 
islands and mountains to the “cities of the 
mations” ; for islands like mountains (see on 
ch. vi. 14) denote kingdoms: “ The difference 
is merely this, that, in the designation of 
kingdoms by islands, respect is had only to 
their separate existence ; while they are called 
mountains in so far as they exercise dominion 
over others" (Hengst.):—cf. ch. xvii. 9, ro, 
* the Seven Heads are Seven Mountains,” and 
“ gre Seven Kings.” 

“Islands and mountains,” notes Burger, 
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[v. 20—21. 


21 And there fell upon men a 
great hail out of heaven, every stone 





“ disappear, but the earth remains. The case 
is different in ch. xx. 11.” 


21. And great hail, [every stone] 
about the weight of a talent,| See 
on ch. xi. 19—the seventh Trumpet. We 
can scarcely refer here (with Stern and Alf.) 
to the seventh plague of Egypt (Ex. ix. 18, 
&c.), which is renewed in the first “ Trumpet,” 
ch. viii. 7 :—this hail is preternatural. Wet- 
stein, D üsterd., and others refer to Diodorus 
Siculus (xix. 45) who speaks of hailstones 
each a mina in weight (an Attic mina is the 
sixtieth part of an Attic talent) as being 
something marvellous; and also to Josephus 
(B. J., v. 6. 3), who tells of stones of the 
weight of a talent being hurled from the 
machines used in war.  Hailstones are a 
symbol of Divine wrath (Isai. xxx. 30; Ezek. 
xi 1r; cŒ Josh: x. 11). ~ This “Pia seems 
to include all “the great tribulation” of ch. 
vii. 14; Matt. xxiv. 21. 


cometh down out of heaven upon 
men:| Some press the article here, “the 
men," as in vv. 8, 9,—viz., those who have 
“the mark of the Beast,” see ver. 2. 


and men blasphemed God| Or “the 
men,” as before; not “all men.” Bengel 
notes that in vv. 9, 11, where also men blas- 
pheme, it is added that they “ repented not.” 
Of this nothing is said here; and he thence 
infers that the men were killed by the hail 
as the Amorites in Josh. x. 11. Hengst. in- 
terprets: “‘They no longer have time to 
repent; even when dying they can still blas- 
pheme.” This, however, scarcely follows 
from the text, which simply states that during 
this judgment men continued to blaspheme. 
Neither by the Vial-plagues here, nor by 
the Trumpet-plagues—see on ch. ix. 20— 
are men moved to repentance. 

In ch. xi. 13, the effect of the judgment is 
different. 


because of the plague of the mail;| On 
the prep. cf. ch. viii. 11. 


is exceeding great.| From the fact that 
men continue to blaspheme; and also from — 
the fact that in ch. xv. x we are told that 
with the “Seven Vials” the wrath of God 
shall be finished, Ebrard concludes that the 
seventh “Vial” does not end here. This Vial- 
plague he divides into two judgments: (a) 
‘The judgment on Babylon which occupies ch. 
xvii-xviii.—chapters which merely expound 
ch. xvi. 19; (4) The judgment recorded in 
ch. xix. 11-21 (which, regarded from an 
opposite point of view, Ebrard calls “the. 
marriage of the Lamb,” ch. xix. 7). Be- 


Vets] 


about the weight of a talent: and 
men blasphemed God because of the 
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plague of the hail; for the plague 
thereof was exceeding great. 





tween these two separate Visions ch. xix. 1— 
ro is the interlude. Ebrard adds in con- 
firmation that as in ch. xvii. 1 it is ^ one of the 
Seven Angels which have the Seven Vials” who 
shows to the Seer the judgment on the Har- 
lot Babylon; so in ch. xxi 9, it is, in like 
manner, one of the same Seven Angels who 
shows him *the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb," at the highest degree of her glory 
(4. c., SS. 453, 489, 528). 

Burger considers that the events, which 
are comprehended with such brevity and in 
so summary a manner in vv. 18—21, are, on 
account of their importance, repeated and 


again described more minutely in the chapters 
which now follow. Chapters xvii.-xix, are 
related to these verses, just as ch. xv.-xvi. are 
related to ch. xiv. 19, 20. This connexion of 
ch. xvii.-xix. to ch. xvi. 18-21 explains why, 
in ch. xvii. r, it is one of the Seven Vial- 
Angels who interprets for St. John the 
events which are comprised under the 
seventh Vial-Vision. 

According to Reuss, Rome is punished 
provisionally, by the “earthquake,” but its in- 
habitants persist in their impenitence. In 
ch. xvii. the closing scenes of the drama are ` 
exhibited. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XVI. 


NOTE A ON CH. xvi. —I'HE VIAL-VISIONS, 


'The Ancient Expositors :— 

In the remarks introductory to ch. xvi, 
as also on ch. viii. 6, some notice has been 
taken of what St. Irenzus has said respecting 
St. John's references to the Plagues of Egypt 
among the judgments announced in the 
Visions of the Trumpets and the Vials. He 
observes (iv. 30, p. 268) that the departure 
of Israel from Egypt “typus et imago fuit 
profectionis Ecclesia, que erat futura ex 
Gentibus: . . .. siquis, autem, diligentius 
intendat his quz a Prophetis dicuntur de fine, 
et quaecunque Joannes discipulus Domini 
vidit in Apocalypsi, inveniet easdem plagas 
universaliter accipere Gentes, quas tunc parti- 
culatim accepit /Egyptus." 

For the reference of Victorinus to the 
Vials, see Note A on ch. ix., the substance 
of his interpretation being that the Vials are 
a final and more intense pouring out of the 
Trumpet-plagues. On ch. xv. r, he merely 
writes :—“ Semper enim ira Dei percutit 
populum contumacem septem plagis, id est 
perfecte, ut in Levitico (xxvi. 24) dicit, que 
in ultimo futurz sunt cum Ecclesia de medio 
exierit" And of those who stand on the 
/*Glassy Sea": “Id est, super baptismum 
suum stabiliter in fide constitisse, et confes- 
sionem in ore suam habentes, exsultaturos in 
regno coram Deo.” —/.c., p. 62. 

Prosper of Aquitaine (circ. A.D. 440, ap. 
Max. Bibl. Patr., t. viii., De Dim. Temp. c. xi.) 
refers to ch. xvi. 13 :—the “ three frogs,” not 
mentioned by any earlier writer, he under- 
stands to be three unclean spirits, which will 
go through Asia, Africa, and Europe, “ qui 
et signis persuadeant Antichristum ipsum 
esse Christum." 

Andreas makes the Vials to signify: (2) 


The ulcer of conscience--perhaps, too, an 
outward ulcer corresponding to that of the 
soul ;—(2) The wars of Antichrist will stain 
the waters with blood;—(3) The second 
Vial is repeated. The Altar (ver. 7) at times 
stands for Christ, at times for Angelic powers ; 
—(4) They who delay to come to God are 
constrained by the burning heat to repent; 
—(5) The Kingdom of Antichrist will be 
darkened, and deprived of the Sun of Right- 
eousness; (6) Gog and Magog will come 
from Scythia; and Antichrist will cross the 
Euphrates from Persia to which the Tribe 
of Dan (whence springs Antichrist) was 
exiled, and with the aid of Kings and chiefs, 
will inflict on men bodily and spiritual death. 
(The unclean spirits (ver. 13) are likened to 
“ frogs,’ —0ià Td iwdes aùrôv kai BopBipades, 
kal dkáÜaprov, kai mpos ras Swypovs 7Sovas 
éprvorikòv Tay mrovnpóv ðvvapéov.) ;—(7) The 
Seventh Vial indicates convulsions, as once 
at Mount Sinai—Heb. xii. 27. “The Great 
City" is Jerusalem (móMv è peyddnv, ob 
mrnOer. . . GAN ev OcooeBeia . . . . THY 
‘lepovoadnp, trodapBdvoper.—l. c., p. 95). 

Modern Expositors :— 

Speaking generally the early writers had 
referred the Vials to the future times of Anti- 
christ. In more modern expositions we find 
the usual variety —“ Preterist,” “ Historical,” 
* Anti-Papal,” “ Futurist,” and “ Allegorical.” 

I. (a) Ordinary “ Preterists " :— 

De Lyra saw in the Vials the events 
from the time of Hadrian to Godfrey of 
Bouillon (ob. A.D. 1100), 

Grotius placed under the first six the 
events from ‘Trajan to Constantine, and under 
the seventh the conquest of Italy by the 
Ostrogoths :—e.g. he takes the darkness (ver. 
10) to mean the diminished splendour of 
the Roman Empire. The division of the City 
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into three parts (ver. 19) he explains to mean 
the demolition by Totila (A.D. 544) of the 
third part of the walls of Rome. 

Bossuet reads in the Vials the history of 
Valerian and Gallienus;—Wetstein that of 
Vitellius and Vespasian, applying ver. 2 to 
the sickness in the army of Vitellius; ver. 3 
to the revolt of the fleet; and understanding 
the “three parts of the City " in ver. 19 to be 
* Vitelliani, Flaviani, et populus Romanus." 

Stuart: “The persecuting power of the 
unbelieving Jews ceased in the main with 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Hence, the 
tempest and.earthquake which lay that place 
in ruins are the finale of the First Cata- 
strophe” (ch. vi—ch. xi. 19). ‘The Second 
Catastrophe, or the destruction of the Roman 
persecuting power is contained in ch. xii—ch. 
xix. The Vials in general follow the course 
of the Trumpets; and all * is a succession of 
annoyances.” The fifth Vial affects the throne 
of the Beast,— ze, his Capital; the sixth 
bringsin an overwhelming foreign enemy ; the 
seventb paralyses the power of the Beast,— 
i.e., persecution is arrested when Nero dies. 

(b) Rationalistic “ Preterists” : — 

Volkmar's explanation rests on the Nero- 
Fable:—(1) The first Vial brought the 
pestilence in the time of Nero,—see Sueton. 
Nero, c. 39 ;—In (2) and (3) “the blood of 
saints and prophets” (ver. 6), is avenged ;— 
(4) The conception of an Oriental The 
scorching power of the sun torments sin- 
ners;—(5) This Vial is poured out on the 
throne of the Beast, the throne of Nero; the 
perplexity following whose death is typified 
by ^ darkness "—'* Keiner vor sich sah, was 
kommen sollte”;—(6) The Kings of the 
Parthians combine with the returning Nero 
against Rome, in the first place (cf. ch. xvii. 
16), and then against Zion (ch. xix. 19). 
The “frogs, by their seductive or magical 
words, urge on the world to acknowledge 
Nero as the sole possessor of the throne of 
the Cæsars, viz. (i.) Satan offers the “Ten 

Gngs? the sovereignty of the world (ch. 
xiii 2; xvii. 16; Luke iv. 5, 6); (ii) The 
chief Antichrist, the Beast, declares that he 
has received that throne as its sole legiti- 
mate occupier (ch. xiii. 2), and allures the 
* Kings” by the promise of glory to lend 
him their power (ch. xvii. 13); (iii) 'The 
“ False Prophet” (who according to Volk- 
mar is St. Paul,—see on ch. xiii. 11), urges 
them, by an alleged doctrine as from Ged, to 
assist the returning Nero to destroy Rome, 
(ch. xiii. r5; Rom. xiii. 1-3) ;—(7) This Vial 
represents in symbol the final Judgment. 

Reuss (Christ. Tbéol.) : The first four Vials 
are poured out on the four parts of the 
Apocalyptic universe—earth, sea, rivers, sky ; 
and this is summed up, as in the first four 
Seals and Trumpets, by describing the effect 
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upon men of these plagues, viz. unbelief ;—The 

fifth Vial is poured upon Rome ;—The sixth 
on the Euphrates, making way “ for the armies 
of the East, led by the Emperor Antichrist 
against Rome " (/.c., 379) ;—The seventh in- 
troduces the voice which proclaims that the 
time of waiting is passed: 

Renan adds nothing special to this exposi- 
tion of Reuss: “The cycle of preludes,” he pro- 
ceeds, “ is completed: nothing more remains 
than to see the judgment of God unfold itself. 
The Seer makes us first assist at the judgment 
of the greatest of all the guilty—the City of 
Rome (ch. xvii.) "—p. 429. 

II. * Historical" Expositors :— 

According to Bullinger in the first six 
Vials, the history is given of events from A.D. 
1494 to his own time, A.D. 1516 :— Brightman 
counted the first z5ree from the date of Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella to his own time, A.D. 1590; 
— Mede, considering the Vials to predict events 
by which the Papal power has been dimi- 
nished, interprets the frst Vial as fulfilled 
in the history of the Waldenses and Albi- 
genses; and the second in the Reformation. 
There his exposition of this Vision ends; 
and he considered the remaining five Vials to 
be unfulfilled when he wrote, circ. A.D. 1600; 
— According to Bengel (see on ver. 17) :—The 

first Vial concerns Asia. The second Europe. 
The third, Africa, especially Egypt. The 
fourth, “upon the Sun,’ the whole world. 
The fifth, “upon the throne of the Beast,” 
affects the Beast’s devotees, apostate Chris- 
tians. The sixth affects the nations near the 
Euphrates,—the Turks, if not already de- 
stroyed: the Mohammedan “ Kings of the 
East" do not bring the plagues but rush 
intothem. By this time the Dragon and the 
Two Beasts are leagued together, and each 
sends forth a spirit of his own which ob- 
scures every idea of God and gathers “ Kings” 
to the service of their respective masters (ver. 
12). The seventh concerns Antichrist and 
is coincident with the great plague with 
which the seventh Trumpet ends. The last 
raging of Antichrist lasts for three and a half 
common years, from 1832 to 1836, the earth- 
quake of ver. 18 reducing the earth to a 
state fit for the good things which are to 
follow (see Introd. § 1r, (b), IV.). 

Ill. “Anti-Papal” Expositors :— 

Vitringa: (1) In the frst Vial he sees the 
Waldenses detecting the ulcers of the Church; 
—(2) In the second the wars of the Popes 
and the Emperors (A.D. 121I—A.D. 1506): 
but the age of Lewis the Bavarian (Cent. 
xiv.) is the time chiefly indicated, when God 
avenged “sanguinem innocuorum Albigen- 
sium . . non longe ante illud tempus 
effusum" (p. 705);—(3) Then comes the | 
vengeance taken by Ziska and Procopius for . 
the blood shed in accordance with the de- 
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crees of the Council of Constance (A.D. 
1414) ;—(4) The calamities inflicted on Italy, 
towards the close of Cent. xv., by Charles 
VIII., Lewis XII., and Francis I. ;—(5) The 
darkness cast over the Papacy by the Re- 
formation ;-(6) the Euphrates means the 
Kingdom of France exhausted or dried up 
by the wars of Lewis XIV., and the revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes; so that oppor- 
tunities are given to “the Kings from the 
sun-rising,” i.e, kings of a purer faith, to 
complete the work of the Reformation (p. 
724); the “three fregs” signifying the Order 
of Jesuits (p. 728), and Ar-Mageddon, or the 
* Mountain of destruction,” the scene of the 
Christ’s future conflict;—(7) The effect of 
the seventh Vial on the air is not clearly 
told; but it doubtless has the same effects 
as the fourth and fifth, and thus signifies the 
obscuration in the mystical heaven of that 
earth over which the Beast claims to rule. 
Bishop Wordsworth :—(1) The Vials of 
God’s wrath for the desecration of Holy 
Things [vix. the enforced celibacy of the 
Clergy; the ministry of the Confessional ; 
&c.] have been poured on the Papal Empire, 
and have produced a loathsome disease like 
the boils of Egypt ;—(2) The second Vial is 
explained by ch. xvii. 1, the “ sea” being “ the 
many waters” of ch. xvii. 1, 15 ;—(3) The 
third “ foretold calamities to be inflicted on 
the resources of the Papacy ;"—(4) “ The 
meridian glory of this spiritual Empire has 
scorched the people of the Romagna and of 
Italy by the glare of its rays;"—4(5) Asin the 
fourth Vial “the usurpations and corrup- 
tions of the Papacy have already produced a 
baneful harvest of Infidelity and Blasphemy,” 
so in the fifth,“ they did not repent from their 
deeds; but their hearts were hardened like 
that of Pharaoh, Ex. x. 27;”—(6) “ The tide 
of the Papal Euphrates, which has long im- 
peded the march of the Kings of the East 
[“ the Saints"—see on ver. 12], is already 
ebbing and will one day be dried up, and open 
a way for them ;"—(7) The /as¢ Vial brings 
with it a judgment on the mystical Babylon, 
which is the Capital City of the Empire of 


the Beast. Yet the Beast itself, and its ally 
the False Prophet, wil not be destroyed with 
the fall of Babylon; and will be arrayed 
against Christ, in the Conflict of Ar-Ma- 
geddon. 

Elliott :—(1) The frst Vial is the outbreak 
of social and moral evil which marked 
the French Revolution of 1789: this “sore” 
is traceable to the corruptions of the Papal 
system, the symbolic ulcer being a plague 
springing from the symbolic Egypt (ch. xi. 
8), Papal Rome ;—(2) As under the second 
‘Trumpet the Vandals fell upon the maritime 
provinces of Rome, so under the second Vial, 
England destroyed the maritime power of 
the countries of Papal Christendom ;—(3) 
The third denotes the French Revolution- 
ary wars along the rivers Rhine, Danube, 
Po;—(4) The darkening the Imperial sun 
of Papal Christendom by the abolition in 
1806 of the title ** Emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire ;”—(5) The solution of the 
great question *when do the 1260 years (ch. 
Xi. 3) come to an end?' is involved in the 
meaning of the ///;b Vial (see Note B on ch. 
xi. 2). The Popedom-favouring Code of 
Justinian was first promulgated A.D. 529— 
533; and it was superseded by new anti- 
Papal Codes which originated from the French 
Revolution of 1789-1793 :—the full outpour- 
ing of the ///zb Vial taking place when, in A.D. 
1809, the Pope's temporal authority over the 
Roman States was abolished by Napoleon ;— 
(6) Under the sxzb Vial, the Euphrates, 
representing the same Turkish powers as 
under the sixth Trumpet (ch. ix. 13), is 
“dried up.” During the French Revolution 
the Turkish Empire remained comparatively 
uninjured; but in A.D. 1820 Moldavia, Wal- 
lachia, Greece, emerged from it as Christian 
principalities; nor has the drying up yet 
ceased. The Future must interpret the 
prophetic words “that the way of the Kings 
from the East (perhaps the Jews) might be 
prepared.” 

At this point Elliott drops the veil. 

Tyso, as before, gives a list of “ Historical ” 
expositors of the Vials :— 

















Vials. De Lyra. Mede. R. Fleming.| Daubuz. 
A.D. A.D. A.D. A.D. 

i | Pope Adrian 1160 1517 1000 
1.—772 [see above] 

2 | Charles the 1566 1096 
Great—8oo 

3 Charles the 1617 1226 
Great—8oo 

4 | Pope Leo 1648 1227 
III.—8oo . 

5 Emperor Ot- 1794 1251 
t 62 

6 Eu 1848 1315 

7 1900 1517 




















| 7 
; G.S. Cunning- ; 
Frere. | pater, | Ih. Scott. ame. Keith. 
AD. AD. AD. A.D. Began A.D. 
1792 1792 | Not yet 1792 1789 
poured 
1793 1792 out . | The others 1793 
are syn- 
1796 1792 chronical 1796 
and will 
1800 1804 end about 1800 
A.D. 1840 
1815 1808 1814 
1820 1821 1820 
1830 
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Mr. Thos. Scott (on ch. xv. 1) writes 
thus:— 

“This chapter introduces the Seven Vials, 
all of which fall under the seventh ‘Trumpet, 
as the Seven ‘Trumpets were included under 
the seventh Seal: for they contain ‘the seven 
last plagues’ in which the wrath of God is 
filled up .... These plagues must, there- 
fore, be coincident with the last Woe- 
'Trümpet [ch. xi. 14], in great measure at 
least No writer, adds Mr. Scott, “as it 
appears to me, has yet (A.D. 1815) succeeded 
in fixing the time when the 1260 years of the 
reign of the-Beast will end:” “None seem to 
have proved that they will terminate more 
early than A.D. 1840; while many think they 
will not end till A.D. 2000. But whether 
sooner or later, it seems probable that the 
time is not arrived: and, therefore, that ‘the 
pouring out of the Vials,’ has not yet begun.” 

IV. “ Futurist” Expositors :— 

‘Todd considers the Vision of the “Seven 
Vials” to be supplemental to that in ch. xiv., 
and to presuppose it. It begins after the 
beginning of the former Vision (see ch. xv. 2), 
and ends “ata period short of the termination 
of the former Visions, bringing us at its 
conclusion, not to the great Day of final 
account, but to the fall of Babylon, and the 
consequences of that event which are im- 
mediately to usher in the Day of Christ’s 
Coming” (ch. xi. 19-21).—p- 75. 

De Burgh writes thus of the Vials: ^I need 
not state that I consider them one and all as 
unfulfilled."—p. 299. “The Kings of the 
East” in the sixth Vial are “the Jewish 
people.” ^ The event predicted is the general 
restoration which synchronizes with the 
Second Coming of their Messiah, and the 
downfall of the Anti-Messiah. One point, 
I think this mention of the Euphrates con- 
firms, namely, that the restoration from 
Babylon was never completed." ‘The people 
returned and the Temple was rebuilt, but no 
return was there of the things which alone 
constituted the boast of the nation; and yet 
this we are told is the restoration which 
forms the burden of prophecy ” (p. 303). As 
to the relation of the Vials to the preceding 
Visions, he agrees with Todd; and adds: 
“ And now at length [viz. at the seventh Vial] 
we are come to that place in this prophetical 
Book from whence all expositors are agreed 
C) that the prophecy is as yet unfulfilled."— 
P. 397. 

V. “Allegorical” Expositors :— 

I. Williams: (1) As the first Seal called 
forth the elect from impenitent Jerusalem ; 
and as the first "Trumpet called out the true 
Israel of God from the ruins of Israel and of 
Rome; so the frst Vial is poured on those 
Christians who had worshipped the Beast or 
his image ;—(2) The second Seal was on the 
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land of Judea, the second Vial is on the sea 
of the nations: there is a “dividing of the 
waters from the waters” (Gen. i. 6);—(3) 
“The fountains of waters" are the Scrip- 
tures, “the rivers” are the doctrines that 
flow from them; but now (as under the third 
Trumpet Arianism turned the waters into 
“wormwood”) “the rivers and fountains 
are converted, like the river of Egypt, into 
blood” (p. 290);—(4) As the fourth Trumpet 
denoted the spiritual darkness which preceded 
Mohammedanism, in the fourth Vial “there 
is neither moon nor stars, neither Church 
nor saints, but the sun with no genial, but 
burning heat:” “in systems of rationalism, 
socialism, and spiritual republicanism, the 
Author of life and healing is held in blas- 
phemy;”—(5) This cannot be limited to 
heathen or Christian Rome, or to the mystic 
Babylon; it may mean the Egyptian darkness 
on the throne and kingdom of the Beast. 
The period of the ffth Vial is the more entire 
reign of Antichrist;—(6) As the previous 
Vial was full of darkness, in the sixth Vial 
“is seen, as it were, a streak of Eastern 
light dawning upon that night: the Coming 
from the rising of the sun. But only faintly 
alluded to, for all the Vials speak of judg- 
ment ;"—(7) The seventh Vial seems to be 
the utter overthrow of Satan: nothing is 
there stated but all is finished —Jjyéyove. 


NorE B ON CH. xvi. 16.—AR-MAGEDDON, 
HAR-MAGEDON. 


‘AppayeSor, * Har-Magedon," Heb. 13315 57 
1.6, “ Mountain of Megiddo.” The reading 
’Appayedwv, Heb. 7219 Y, gives “ City of Me- 
giddo.” On 173% Gesenius notes, “fort. 
locus turmarum, a 33, 73.” The de 
rivation given by Drusius is followed by 
many: “nO = excidium, et n3 = exer- 
citus, or turma illorum." 

For the name Megiddo, standing alone, see 
Josh. xii 21; Judges i. 27; z Kings iv. 22; 
ix. 15; 2 Kings ix. 27 ; xxii. 29. 

In the LXX. we find as follows :—]udges 
v. I9, êmì varı Mayeddo. In Zech. xii. 11 
(wa) nypa3, ie, “in the valley of Me- 
giddon ") év medio ékkomropévov ;—2 Chron. 
xxxv. 22 (the Hebrew again denoting *in 
the walley”) èv và media Mayeððv ;-—2 
Kings xxii. 30 (as the Hebrew), èv and 
èk Mayeddo. St. John has given (in Har- 
Magedon) the Greek equivalent of * Mouz- 
tain of Megiddo” (pmi "n, see Stanley, 
Sinai and Pal., ch. ix.!); or of * City of Me- 


1 ** Even if the aspirate were omitted,” notes 
Dean Stanley (2d7d.) **it is analogous to the case 
of Ar Gerizim.” And in his note on ch. v. he 
writes: ** The meeting with Melchizedek (Gen. . 
xiv. 17, 18) is expressly stated in the fragment 
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giddo” (413 y). The former of these 
two significations (which gives the spiritus 
asper, dppayeSwv) agrees with the interpre- 
tation given by Andreas (see also Arethas, 
ap. Cramer, Catena, pp. 420, 552), rò dé 
“Appayedav Scaxor 1) Otakozropévg éppqveo- 
erat (Lc, p. 93). This falls in with the 
rendering by the LXX. of Zech. xii. 11; and 
means “the cutting off of an enemy,” agreeing 
with the derivation given above after Drusius. 
In that explanation, in place of man, the 
word pin is suggested—a word which 
is rendered in Mal. iv. 6, “a curse,” or, as 
Gesenius translates, * devotio rei ad interne- 
cionem :" in Hab. i. 16, r7, it means “a net.” 
Referring to Judges v. 19, and 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 22, (LX X.) Grimm writes: * Verum 
enimvero quum ille duz clades factz esse 
dicantur èri Udari et èv rà medio, non intelli- 
gitur quid sibi velit mons Megiddo, qui alius 
esse non potest nisi Carmel. Quapropter 
equidem longe facilius et probabilius L. 
Capellum conjecisse censeo, ‘Appayedov = 
"ApuapeyeO0ov compositum esse e ND, 
excidium, et YY132-? For other explanations 
see the Critici Sacri. 

Ewald (s. 293) considers. it “beyond any 
doubt” that Rome is meant by Ar-Ma- 
gedon, for it is to Rome that the “ Kings” are 
gathered together (ch. xiv. 8; xvii. 16); and 
therefore, according to ch. xiii. 18, we must 
calculate by the Hebrew letters. Now the 
letters of Ar-Magedon (]Y33O^N) give as 
their sum 304, which number is also given 
by “Rome the great," * Romah hagedolah” 
(Aon ADI): “therefore every good thinker 
and calculator can most accurately (“ aufs 
genaueste”) know what place is really 
meant” (s. 294). In proof he notes that 
the Rabbins count mos» Nm (Gen. xlix. 10), 
and find it equal to mwn, or Messias, making 
up 358. Ewald is followed (with a differ- 
ence) by the writer in Schenkel's Bibel- 
Lexicon (art. Apokalypse) who writes: “ Ha- 


of Theodotus, preserved by Eusebius (Prep. Ev. 
ix. 22), to have occurred in * Ar Gerizim, the 
* Mountain of the Most High. It is clear that 
this, as in the analogous case of Ar-Mageddon, 
is simply the Greek version of * the mountain of 
Gerizim.’” 

1 Ewald grants that the word may come from 
nma 0m although the Mountain of Megiddo 
is not found in the O. T. If so Mount Tabor 
would suit Judges v. 19. f 


margedon, more correctly Hamargedol, for 
the word is a Cabbalistic anagram for ‘ Roma 
baggedola,! * Roma Magna.” 

Had the etymology of the word * Har-Ma- 
gedon" any significance, it would doubtless 
have been translated now by St. John, as he 
has translated Abaddon in ch. ix. 11 ; although 
some writers think that the expression “in 
the Hebrew tongue” clearly refers us to the : 
etymology:—' Thus De Wette adopts the 
meaning assigned by Drusius, *the destruc- 
tion of their troop;" and he supposes that 
ver. 12 is to be completed from ch. xvii. 16, 
the Kings of the East (ż.e., of Parthia) march- 
ing with Nero to Rome, and after its de- 
struction returning with the kings of the 
West to Palestine. ‘To the same effect 
Renan (p. 428) :—In all this symbolism the 
Seer describes “an infernal plan (1 Kings 
xxii. 20, &c.) conceived between Satan, Nero, 
and that counseller of Nero who has already 
figured under the form of the second Beast.” 
In Har-Magedon Renan admits the refer- 
ence to Zech. xii. 11; but, he adds, “the 
particular-enigma of the name Har-Magedon 
is for us undecipherable.” Zitllig sets aside 
the reference to the battle-field near Me- 
giddo (except as a paronomasia); he dwells 
upon the meaning of the syllable Har, which 
denotes a mountain, and he takes Magedon 
to signify “an assemblage of warlike hosts :” 
—he accordingly combines the Mount of 
Olives (Zech. xiv. 4) with (Joel iii. 2) “the 
valley of Jehoshaphat ;” and this scene beside 
the walls of Jerusalem (see 2 Kings xxiii. 13, 
Marg.), he takes to be *Har-Magedon "— 
“the mountain region, where these hosts 
assemble. Nearly to the same effect is the 
explanation of Vitringa (p. 731). Dr. Pusey 
too (on Joel iii. 2, 12) comparing Matt. xxv. 
30, 31 with Joel ili. 12, and adopting the 
opinion that Christ is to descend to Judg- 
ment “ over this valley of Jehosophat,” would 
place the valley between Jerusalem and the 
Mount of Olives, * uniting as it were Mount 
Calvary and Olivet,"—in other words, under- 
standing Joel to mean the locality known in 
our Lord’s time as “the valley of Kidron.” 
It is to be noted, however, that not until after 
the time of Eusebius (Onxomast., p. 52 :— 
KowWds '"Iocapár) was this spot known in 
Christian literature as “the valley of Jehoso- 
phat.—see Winer, R. WW. B., art. Josa- 
phat. 
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beast, 5 which is great Babylon, the mother 
of all abominations. 9 The interpretation of 
the seven heads, 12 and the ten horns. 8 
The punishment of the whore. 
tory of the Lamb. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


3, 4 A woman arrayed in purple and scarlet, 
with a golden cup in her hand, sitteth upon the 


14 The vic- 





[Ver r om. pow—émi $0árov moddav. Ver 3 yépovra [or yépov và] Óvópara.—| After 
ver. 3 P inserts ver. 18 which is also retained in its proper place: the scribe has here copied 
the commentary of Andreas (/. c., p. 97) where ver. 18 is quoted] Ver. 4 jv mepuge3Anpévn, 
mropupody k. kókktvov.—rà ákdÜapra Ths wopveias abris [So 1. The form dxa6áprys in T. R. 
troubled Bengel, Wetstein, and Matthzi; but it is a formation of Erasmus without any 
authority (Delitzsch, s. 42). Ver. 8 rò 8npíov.—[A reads imdyes, see ver. 11 ].—rd óvopa (cf. 
ch. xiii, 8]—Bderdvrov.—ére Fv.—kal mapéora, [T. R. has kaimep éoriv, and is followed by 
A. V. (“and yet is”); and by Luther, (“ wiewohl es doch ist ”): but this reading has no autho- 
rity. It results from Er. having so printed the text of 1 which distinctly exhibits kal mdpeort, 
this accentuation rendering the reading of Er. impossible. The Vulg. seems to omit the 
words, merely giving, * Videntes bestiam quz erat, et non est;" but it continues at ver. 9, 
“ Et hic est sensus," there being no kac in the text. Griesbach notes, “kal zapésrai &ðe ó 
voos. Et bic est sensus, Vulg. Aeth.” Mede on xai mapéora: says: “Sic lego cum ed. Gom- 
plutensi, Primasio, et Syro interprete" (p. 524). Bengel notes that kaizep is nowhere used by 
St. John; and never elsewhere in the N. T. except with a participle]. Ver. 10 om. kai before 
6 els. Ver. 13 Siddaow. Ver. 16 kai rò Onpiov [So 1 reads; but Er. changed this into the 
émi rò Onpiov of the T. R., after the Vulg. “in bestia”). Ver. 17 reAea Ora ovra, of Adyou [SO 1 
reads; but Er. without any authority changed his text into the reAea67 rà pnpara as adopted 


in T. R.].] 





The Seventh chief Vision of the Revelation 
Proper (ch. xvii. 1—xxii. 5) begins here :— 
see the remarks introductory to ch. xv. 

This series of Visions extends to ch. xxii. 
5; and now takes up the Vision of the “ Seven 
Vials” (ch. xv. 1-xvi. 21) where the seventh 
Vial seemed to close. The appearance on 
the scene in the first verse (as in ch. xxi. 9) of 
“ one of the Seven Angels which bad the Seven 
Vials” (see on ch. xvi. 21) connects this 
Vision with that which precedes; just as the 
introduction of one of the Four Living 
Beings in ch. xv. 7, when the “ Seven Angels” 
enter, connects the Vial-Visions with ch. 
iv. I—the Vision with which the Revelation 
Proper opens. Again, as the seventh ‘Trumpet 
(ch. xi. 15-19) is followed in ch. xii.-xiii. by the 
Visions which exhibit the history and cha- 
racter of the * Woman”—i.e., the Church, the 
Dragon, the Beast, and the “ False Prophet,” 
so now the seventh Vial is followed by a Vision 
in which the Seer beholds the destruction of 
the Harlot (ch. xviii.)—introduced in direct 
contrast to the Church—and of the same 
three enemies of God (ch. xix. 20; xx. To). 
'This enmity had been manifested in blood- 
shed, persecution, seduction, and blasphemy 
(see ch. xvi. 6; xiii. 7, 12; xiv. 85 xvi. 9, 11, 
21): and here, in ch. xvii.,—a chapter which is 
introductory, and which alone in the Apoc. 
is of direct interpretation, —this enmity is 
represented, in ver. 3, under the two con- 
nected forms of the antichristian World- 
power or Beast, and the antichristian 
World-city or Harlot— the seat of the 
Beast's authority. 

Babylon had already been introduced in ch. 


xiv. 8, and ch. xvi. 19; but not until now is 
the import of the symbol explained. In vv. 
15-18, the Angel unfolds why, and by what 
means, the Harlot receives the judgment 
which is described in ch. xviii. The Beast had, 
in like manner, been already introduced in ch. 
xi. 7 and ch. xiii. 1; and now, in this intro- 
ductory chapter, the import of this symbol 
also is declared (wv. 8-13), as well as why 
and by what means (ver. 14) the destruction 
of his power is to be accomplished. And 
thus the sequel is described of the * Seven 
plagues which are the last,” wherein “is 
finished the wrath of God” (ch. xv. 1). After 
the destruction of the tAree great enemies of 
God, follows the universal Judgment (ch. xx. 
11-15); and then—announcing that evil shall 
not triumph for ever—follow the glories of 
the New Jerusalem (ch, xxi. 1-xxii. 5). 


CHAP. XVII.—THE HARLOT AND THE 
BEAST. 


For the meanings assigned to Babylon or 
the Harlot, viz. I. (a) Rome Pagan, as in St. 
John's day; (^) Rome which shall become ` 
Pagan hereafter ;—II. Rome Papal;—IIlI. 
Jerusalem ;—IV. the World-City or seat of 
the World-power, wherever that power may 
be concentrated atany period of history,—see 
on ch. xiv. 8; xvi. 19; and Note B at the 
end of this chapter. For the meanings as- 
signed to the Beast, viz. (1) The Roman 
Empire in St. John's day ;—(2) The Papacy ;— 
(3) The World-power of which Rome is the 
symbol ;—(4) The World-power, all reference . 
to Rome being excluded ;—(5) The fulfil- 


v. 1.] 


ND there came one of the seven 
angels which had the seven 
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vials, and talked with me, saying unto 
me, Come hither; I will shew unto 





ment of the symbol by Nero,—see the 
remarks introductory to ch. xiii.; and also 
Notes D and E at the end of this chapter. 

According to Ebrard (in Herzog’s Real- 
Encycl.) it is not until now that Babylon— 
the false Lamb of ch. xiii. 11, or the Papacy 
in its ecclesiastical character—is presented as 
the Harlot, or Apostate Church: see the 
remarks introductory to ch. xii. The 
Reformers, Ebrard thinks, were in error 
when they identified this Babylon with the 
Antichrist of Daniel (ch. vii.), and of St. Paul 
(2 Thess. ii); because Antichrist (see vv. 
8, 11) is rather identical with a kingdom of 
open apostasy wherein even the semblance of 
Christianity is cast off,—an infidel ruler who 
is to execute judgment on the Harlot, or 
Babylon :—see vv. 13, 16, 17. 

As Bengel notes, ch. xvii. is divided into 
three parts by the three addresses of the 
Angel, vv. 1, 7, 15: (1) The Harlot and the 
Beast ;—(2) The signification of the symbol- 
ism ;—(3) The Judgment of the great Harlot. 


THE HanLor (1-6). 


l. And there came one of the seven angels 
which bad the seven vials,| See ch. xv. 1, 7. 
Which of the “ Seven” is left undetermined, 
cf. ch. vi. 1:—Eichhorn decides that it is the 
first; others say the seventh, as Babylon, 
under the seventh Vial (see ch. xvi. 19), is 
here thetheme. Asthe judgment on Babylon 
is now minutely described, one of the Angels 
who have the “ Vials” is, not unnaturally, 
the ministering Angel employed ; but it does 
not thence follow whether the Vision of this 
chapter, which is altogether explanatory, 
comes after, or precedes, or synchronizes 
with the Vial-Visions:—see on ch. xv. 1; 
xxi 9. Bengel decides that the “ Vials” have 
now been poured out ;—Hengst. decides that 
the “ Vials” are still full. 

It is also to be noted that as one of the 
“ Seven Angels” now shows to the Seer the 
* Harlot;" so, in ch. xxi. 9, one of the same 
group shows to him the “ Bride.” 

and spake with me, saying, Omit 
* unto me”—see vv. Il. 

Come bitber,] As in ch. xxi. 9 (cf. John 
xi. 43) the adverb (Sedpo) is here used, not 
the verb * Come,” as in ch. vi. 1, 3, 5. 

I will show thee the judgment] As Diis- 
terdieck points out, “the judgment” is not 
described in this chapter—nay, in ver. 16 
we are clearly told that it is still future. 
It follows in ch. xvii. The “Harlot” is 
here exhibited, not as judged, but as existing 
in her antichristian form : and this is required, 


because the special Vision of the World-city, 
as distinguished from the World-power in 
general, is a new revelation. 

Hengst. would regard the judgment of the 
“Harlot,” as the proper theme of ch. xvii., 
where the “wilderness” (ver. 3) denotes her 
desolation, and where the symbol is explained 
in ver. 16. Her guilt had been already told, 
not only in ch. xiv. 8, but in ch. xiii. 7, 8 
where the Church is persecuted by the 
Roman power—the sixth Head of the 
Beast: “The great Harlot is only so far 
different from the sixth Head, as this Head 
denotes the Roman power, while the Harlot 
is the City of Rome.” 


of the great harlot] Ie., Babylon (ver. 5) 
which had been already referred to in ch. 
xiv. 8; xvi. 19; and which, as explained in 
ver. 18, is “the Great City,” or heathen 
Rome personified,—in other words, the chief 
centre of the God-opposing World-power, 
“the throne of tbe Beast” (ch. xvi. 10). Why 
Babylon, Rome, the World-city of any 
period, is called “the great Harlot” is clear 
from ch, xiv. 8. This idea is expressed more 
fully in ver. 2. 

We are to observe that St. John does not 
introduce here the idea of “adultery,” which 
is founded on the fact of “marriage” (cf. 
Ezek. xvi. 38; xxiii. 37, 45), or covenant- 
relationship. In Scripture, indeed, the term 
‘adultery’ is never applied to a heathen king- 
dom” (see on ch. ii. 22):—in such a case 
the term “harlot” is used, signifying that 
seductive influence or crafty policy which 
seeks to draw others into subjection. The 
expressions “harlot” and “fornication” are 
used in this sense in the Old Test. with re- 
ference to World-cities—e.g. in Isai. xxiii. 15— 
18 to Tyre; and in Nah. iii. 4 to Nineveh. 
On this latter text Dr. Pusey writes: 
* Mostly, idolatries and estrangement from 
God are spoken of as whoredoms, only in 
respect of those who, having been taken by 
God as His own, forsook Him for false gods. 
But Jezebel, too, of whose offences Jehu 
speaks under the same two titles [* witch- 
crafts? and *whoredoms'] (2 Kings ix. 22) 
was a heathen.... Of this sin, World- 
Empires, such as Nineveh were the concen- 
tration. Their being was one vast idolatry 
of self and of the god of this world” (I. c., 
p.387). As to St. John's usage, the words 
of Rev. ii. r4 are decisive; and so is his 
further use of the word “fornication” in 
connection with Jezebel in ch. ii. 20, 21. 
Hence it follows that there is no difficulty 
whatever in applying the term *harlot" to 
the world at large; or to a Pagan city; or, 
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thee the judgment of the great whore 
that sitteth upon many waters : 
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[v. 2. 


2 With whom the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication, and 





as stated above, to the godless centre of the 
World-power—the World-City. 

This result nevertheless is warmly contested ; 
and the chief reason assigned is this, that 
“harlotry symbolizes uniformly the apos- 
tasy of God's Church” (Auberlen, 7. c., p. 279). 
The word “harlot,” writes Words., is used 
“at least fifty times to describe the*spiritual 
fornication, that is, the corrupt doctrine and 
practice of the Churches of Israel and Judah ; " 
or as Alf. notes: “In eighteen places out of 
twenty-one where the figure occurs, such is its 
import,” viz., to be the prophetical emblem 
of “ God’s Church and people that had for- 
saken Him." . . * In three places only is the 
word applied to heathen cities: viz. in Isai. 
xxii. r5, 16 to Tyre; and in Nah.iii.4 to 
Nineveh :”—see also I. Williams, pp. 314— 
220: 

The general use of this figure in the O. T. 
is not disputed. ‘The question merely is, what 
is the sense here? and to this an answer has 
been given above. Auberlen indeed asserts that 
* * Harlot’ means, in the whole Old and New 
Test., the apostate Church of God” (p. 278); 
and again: “It is not only a church here, 
and a church there; but Christendom as a 
whole, even as Israel, as a whole, had become 
a Harlot. The true believers are hidden and 
dispersed ; the invisible Church is within the 
visible” (p. 290). 

It is hard to understand how such state- 
ments can be made in the face of the Lord’s 
promise, “ Lo, I am with you alway even unto 
the end of the world,"—especially hard is it 
if we remember how the Church is de- 
scribed when she appears again after ch. 
xii., as the “ Bride,” as the ^ New Jerusalem ” 
(CH. Six 785 EXI 2.9, To; xxit wy sch john 
iii. 29). Nor does the imagination of an 
“invisible” Church get over the difficulty, — 
“The Woman is the zzvisible Church; the 
Harlot is the visible Church” (Auberlen, p. 
276); for our Lord has also said * Ye are 
the light of the world. A city that is set 
on an hill cannot be hid” (Matt. v. 14). 

By applying this passage to ‘æ Christian 
church’ (I, Williams, p. 318 ; Words.), or to 
‘an apostate and faithless church’ (Alf.), 
such contradictions may, of course, be avoided. 
The possibility of an application to some 
section of the Christian body is at once to be 
admitted—in the sense of Matt. xiii. 47-50: 
and thus Words. contrasts what he regards 
as a description of * æ faithless Church” (ch. 
xvii. 1, 3), with “the words which describe 
the faithful Church in glory (ch. xxi. 9, 10).” 
As stated on ch. xvi. 19, the forms of evil 
symbolized by the World-city or “ Harlot” 


may be unbelief, or superstition, or sensuality ; 
in any of which sins a section of the Church 
Catholic may share with the God-opposing 
world :—but it is not in accordance with 
Scripture to speak, with Auberlen, of “the 
apostate Church of God.” 

Burger mentions this singular misapprehen- 
sion, merely for the purpose of indicating 
“to what arbitrary interpretations want of 
attention to the connexion of the Apocalyptic 
symbols, and the prepossessions of a lively 
imagination can lead” (s. 263). 

that sitteth on many waters;| (See vv. 
]l.). This is said of Babylon in Jer. li. 13. 

The wealth of Babylon was caused not 
merely by the Euphrates, “but by a vast 
system of canals” (see on Jer. li. 13). Hengst. 
points out that “ waters ” ** in the symbolical 
language of Scripture are an image of pros- 
perity” (Hos. xiii. 15) ; and in Ps. cvii. 33, 34, 
it is “said in reference to Babylon, he causes 
the waters of her well-being and prosperity 
to become dry :’—for an allusion to this type 
see ch. xviii. 17. 

The meaning which the imagery of this verse 
symbolizes is explained inver. 15 :—the “Har- 
lot" “sitteth on many zations,” cf. ch. xiii. 
3, 7, 12,16. Nah.ii.8 is usually explained to 
mean the large population of Nineveh. Bleek's 
comment on this place, however, is that as 
the site of Babylon was on the Euphrates, so 
that of the * New Babylon,’ Rome, is on the 
'Tiber. And this, he adds, excludes the 
opinion of Züllig that Jerusalem is meant. 


2. with whom the kings of the earth com- 
mitted fornication,| ‘The “kings” repre- 
sent their subjects (as in ch. xvi. 14) who 
yield to the seductions of the great World- 
city. 

Understanding the passage literally, writers 
(e. g. Vitringa, p. 752; Words.; &c.) often 
ask, “ If this be pagan Rome, who and what 
are these ‘ings,’ and what is indicated by her 
having been the object of their lustful desires?" 
Alford answers for this school: *I do not 
besitate . . . . to maintain that interpretation 
which regards papal and not pagan Rome as ` 
pointed out by the Harlot of this Vision." 
On a different principle, Renan replies: “The 
Herods, Tiridates king of Armenia, &c., all 
eager to visit Rome, there to give festivals, to 
pay her their court” (p. 430); and to the 
same effect, Hengst. concludes: * Rome [the 
pagan city of Rome] is ‘the great Harlot’ 
that allures the ings into this commerce, as 
it is said of Tyre in Isai. xxiii. 17." See 


‘Note B at the end of this chapter. 


and they that inhabit the earth were | 


v. 3.] 


the inhabiters of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication. 





] REVELATION. XVII. 


3 So he carried me away in the 
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw 
a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured 





made drunken) (The verb, karouéo, with 
an accus. and without a preposition follow- 
ing, is found only here in the Apoc.; cf. Acts 
xix. ro, 17:—for the usual form, viz. ézi 
Tis ys, see ch. ii. 10. The verb is placed 
absolutely in ch. ii. 13). The imagery of 
this passage is applied to Babylon in Jer. li. 
7; see ch. xiv. 8. Both clauses of the verse 
are combined in ch. xviii. 3. 


3. And þe carried me away] Cf. ch. xxi.. 


Io. 

in the Spirit] See on ch.i.10. The Vision 
of ch. xvi. r9 is now to be explained ; and 
for this end a new spiritual condition of the 
Seer, and a new scene are required ; com- 
pare ch. iv. 2. 


into a wilderness:] So Wordsworth and 
Düsterd. render with due attention to the 
absence of the article. 

Many (e. g. Andr, Ewald, De Wette, 
Hengst., Bleek, D üsterd.) see in these words 
a reference to the approaching, but still future 
(see on ver. r) desolation of the * Harlot" 
(Epnuov, npnpepévgw, ver. 16; ch. xviii. 2, 
17,I9). Hence we can understand why the 
“ Harlot,” in all her magnificence, is beheld by 
the Seer in “a wilderness,” In Jer. 1., li., it 
is denounced that Babylon shall “become 
a desolation.” In Isai. xxi. 1, Babylon, on 
account of her approaching desolation, is 
called “ the desert of the sea." What is said 
here of Babylon, holds substantially in respect 
to every World-power that is opposed to 
God, and treads in her footsteps (Hengst.). 
It is to be observed, also, that in this single 
instance in the New Testament, do we 
find the word signifying “ qwélderness”’ with- 
out the article (cf. ch. xii. 6, 14). This fact 
indicates that we cannot identify this locality 
with the wilderness in ch. xii. 6, 16; and also 
proves (see below) that the “ Woman” of ch. 
xii. is not to be identified with the “ Harlot” 
here. On the other hand, Alford maintains that 
“ the wilderness "is the true rendering, obser- 
ving that *it may be questioned whether the 
expressly indefinite rendering, ‘a wilderness’ 
is ever justifiable.” 

By the word “ wilderness” in this place 
Beda understands “divinitatis absentia ;"— 
Cocceius that part of the world where, in St. 
John's day, persecution and idolatry pre- 
vailed ;—Vitringa (p. 755) sees a reference 
to Isai. xxi. 1, “the desert of the sea,” and also 
to ver. 15, where the “waters” of ver. 1 are 
explained to mean “peoples ;" and he takes 
the word to signify, as in Ezek. xx. 35, *the 
wilderness of the people;"— Bengel notes : 


New Test.—Vou. IV. 





* Europe, especially Italy ;"— Words.: “She 
is a Great City, and yet in a wilderness," 
literally, the Roman Campagna; spiritually, 
“Rome is not likea fruitful field of the Lord, 
but may be compared to a wilderness.” 


and I saw a woman) The absence of the 
article here, and its insertion in ver. 15 (“ the 
Harlot")are parallel to the absence of the 
article in ch. xii. r, and its insertion vv. 4, 6, 
13, I4, I5, 16,17. In fact the “woman” or 
“Harlot” here is not to be identified with, but 
is rather to be contrasted with, the “ Woman,” 
or the Church, in ch. xii.,—just as a “ wilder- 
ness.” in this verse is not “zbe wilder- 
ness" in ch. xii. 6, 14. Auberlen, however, 
as already stated, regards the “ woman” in 
both places to be the same: “The Harlot,” 
he writes, * as described in ch. xvii. .... is 
identical with the Woman who, we saw in 
ch. xii., is a. symbolical representation of the 
Church of God in the world. This Woman 
has become a harlot” (p. 274). And he would 
explain the omission of the article before 
“Wilderness,” “Woman,” “ Beast," by say- 
ing that while identical with “tbe Wilder- 
ness” (ch. xii. 6, 14), the * Woman” (ch. xii. 1) 
and the “ Beast" (ch. xiii. 1), yet, in a sense, 
these terms are not identical :—“ The heathen 
world, the Church, and the World-power, 
have undergone great changes, so much so 
that John can scarcely recognize them, and 
sees ‘a Beast,’ * a Woman,’ ‘a Wilderness’ ” 
(p. 277). As to this result see on ver. 1; 
where the restriction to “a Church” has 
been noticed :—e.g., I. Williams says: “To 
the wilderness the Apostolic Woman had 
fled, and now we are carried there and see 
her not; but instead the purple Harlot” 
(p. 321): he also notes that “the Apocalypse 
carefully abstains from using the name of 
* Jerusalem ’ for this false Church ” (p. 320). 


sitting upon a scarlet-coloured beast,| The 
Beast now presents some features different 
from those described in ch. xiii., because the 
“Harlot,” or World-city, is expressly to be 
distinguished from the Beast, or World-power. 
“This Beast is introduced as if a new ap- 
pearance: but its identity with that men- 
tioned before, ch. xiii. r ff., is plain as the 
description goes onward” (Alf). Hencefor- 
ward he is always spoken of as “ the Beast :” 
and the war in vv. 12-14, is evidently that 
which is described in ch. xix. 19; and ch. xix. 
20 can refer only to ch. xii. There is no 
foundation for the opinion of Ebrard and 
Zullig—summed up in Note C on ch. xi. 7 
—that the Beast of ch. xiii. 1 is not the Beast 
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[1 


beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. 


[v. 4. 


4 And the woman was arrayed in 





of this chapter. The differences in the de- 
tails.depend on the circumstances peculiar to 
each description ; and a formal identification 
is omitted here because the Seer dwells in 
this clause not on the Beast, but on the 
* woman” who sits upon him. The Beast is 
now indicated in a cursory manner, though 
in terms sufficient to mark the connexion 
with ch. xiii. The full description is re- 
served for ver. 8, &c. 

* Scarlet-coloured : " —The three colours of 
the Tabernacle were blue, purple, and scarlet 
—see the note on Ex. xxv. 4. 

The word kókkwos is derived from coccus, 
the Kermes berry (as it was supposed) ; but the 
Kermes (Arab. little worm) was an insect found 
in Asia, the Coccus ilicis of Linneus, They 
were long taken for the seeds of the tree on 
which they live; and before the introduction 
of cochineal, Kermes was the most esteemed 
drug for dyeing scarlet—See Brande and 
Cox, Dict. of Science, art. Kermes; Pliny, 
TENG Ax 4r; evi. 8. 

The description:of the Harlot's attire in 
ver. 4 (cf. ch. xviii. 16) suggests the choice of 
this colour. ‘Grotius, De Wette, and Ziillig 
refer the colour not to the Beast itself but to 
its trappings. Many identify this colour with 
that of the * Dragon,” “red as flame" (srvppós, 
ch. xii. 3; c£ ch: vi. 4), whom the Beast 
serves: they see in it a symbol of the blood 
which he sheds (ch. xi. 7; xvi. 6)—a sacri- 
ficial colour: compare Heb. ix. 19. 


full of names] Either a case of irregular 
apposition (cf. ch. iv. 1); or (taking the 
participle as a neuter sing.) full of the 
names—a note of identification with ch. 
xiii 1; or again we may render, names full 
of blasphemy: see vv. /. For the con- 
struction (which differs from the usage else- 
where—see ver. 4; ch. iv. 8; xv. 7). D üsterd. 
refers to Phil. i. rr; Col. i. 9, and on this 
latter text Professor Moulton (4 c., p. 287) 
notes: “ This constr. of wAnpotcOa is fol- 
lowed by yépov in Rev. xvii. 3,4. 1n modern 
Greek, words of fulness may take an accus.” 


of blasphemy; See on.ch. xiii. 1, where 
the Beast bears the “ names’ .merely on the 
“ Seven Heads :” the “ names” have now spread 
over the whole body, doubtless owing to the 
fact that the influence of the “Harlot” is 
superadded. Züllig considers that the “ names” 
were embroidered on the scarlet cloth which 
covered the Beast. 


seven beads and ten horns.| Here and in 
ch. xiii, 1, the Beast presents the character- 
istic features of the “ Dragon” in ch. xii. 3. 
The * Heads" are now seen without diadems ; 


& circumstance which supports the explanation 
that rejects the application to personal “ Kings.” 
An old writer has observed that the Beast 
reappears from the Abyss (see on ch. xi. 7) 
without his diadems, as though, in this last 
stage, he would symbolize rather the violence 
of popular rage, than the prescriptive sanctity 
of monarchical supremacy. Diisterd., who 
upholds the twofold reference to “mountains” 
and to literal “ings,” considers that this omis- 
sion is supplied by the royal attire of the Harlot 
Cver. 4) who is seated on the Beast (see on 
ver. 10): and he attaches no definite historical 
meaning to the number Ten of the Horns 
in this chapter, explaining their introduction 
now as merely intended to identify the Beast 
here, with the Beast of ch. xiii. 1:—see on 
ver. 7. 

Dante applies vv. 1-3 to the Church oi 
Rome under Nicholas iii. (A.D. 1277), Boni- 
face viii. (A.D. 1294), and Clement v. (A.D. 
1305). Rope Clement transferred the Papal 
See from Rome to Avignon, where it re- 
mained in what Italian writers call its “ Baby- 
lonian Exile” (A.D. 1309-1378) :— 


** The Evangelist you Pastors had in mind, 

When she who sitteth upon many waters 

To fornicate with kings by him was seen ; 

The same who with the Seven Heads was born, 

And power and strength from the Ten Horns 
received, 

So long as virtue to her spouse was pleasing."— 
Inferno, xix. 106—111, Longfellow's transl. 


Avignon is here the seat of the Papacy; 
and Dante—so his commentators tell us— 
understood by the * Sevez Heads," the Seven 
Sacraments (or Virtues) of the Church, and 
by the “Ten Horns” the Ten Commandments 
—see Note B at the end of this.chapter. 


4. arrayed in purple and scarlet,| The 
colours significant .of sovereign rule; and 
thus the colours of the robe of mockery in 
John xix. 2; Matt. xxvii..28 ; cf. ch. xviii. 12, 
16. The “scarlet” may also indicate her 
“ blood-stained " garments—see ver. 6. The 
form. of the word rendered. * purple” (see ` 
v. Il.,—an adject. for a subst.) is. peculiar to 
St. John, andiis found in the New Test. only 
in ch, xvii. 4; xviii. 16; John xix, 2,5. The 
form generally used occurs in.ch. xviii. 12. 

'The Tyrian purple dye (Ezek. xxvii. 7, 16) 
* was obtained from two little shell-fish, the 
Buccinum and Murex—the former being found 
on rocks near the shore, and the latter in 
deeper water—on the Phoenician coast." 
(Brande and Cox, art. Murex). Purple was | 


one of the three colours of the Tabernacle: 


purple and scarlet colour, and 'decked da 


v. 5.] 


with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her 
hand full of abominations and filthi- 
ness of her fornication : 
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5 And upon her forehead was a 
name written, MYSTERY, BABY- 
LON THE GREAT; THE MO- 
THER OF 'HARLOTS AND 








—see the Note on Ex. xxv. 4; and Note A 
on ch. xxi. 29. 


and decked) See Margin:—the participle 
is carried on to the nouns which follow. 

precious stones and pearls,| Gr. “precious 
stone,” in the sing.; see the note on ch. xv. 6. 
Cf. the description ofthe king of Tyre, Ezek. 
xxviii. 13; and also what is said of Jeru- 
salem, Ezek. xvi. 1o-18. On the word “pearl” 
here, and in ch. xviii. 12, 16; xxi. 21, see 
Note A at the end of this chapter. 

having in her hand a golden cup] Cf. 
the application to Babylon of the phrase 
*a golden cup," Jer. li. 7; and the note 
on ch. xiv. 8. 

Jull of abominations, and of the unclean 
things] (As to the accus. after yéuov, see 
on ver. 3). The accusative “the unclean 
things” is coupled with the genitive “abomi- 
nations,’ “after the Hebrew idiom, in order 
to avoid the threefold genitive :’—so Ewald, 
Hengst., and De Wette. Lücke (s. 461), 
and Diisterd. take the accusative, “the un- 
clean things,” to be parallel to the accusative, 
* q galden cup,’ both depending on “ having” 
(cf. ch. xviii. 12), viz. even the unclean 
things:—see vv. I. So also Stuart and 
Zillig, who translate—‘even the impuri- 
ties.” Alf. thinks that the constr. is changed 
in order to mark a difference between the more 
abstract designation of the contents of the cup 
as “ abominations,’ and the specification of 
them in the concrete as “the unclean 
things.” 

All actions to be condemned are called 
“ abominations} —cf. ch. xxi. 27; Luke 
XUL r5. 

of her fornication,| Cf. ch. xviii. 3. Hengst. 
understands not the abominations of idolatry, 
but only political enormities,—that artful 
policy by which Rome reduced the nations 
to impotence. 

I. Williams would understand “ false 
and hypocritical Christianity” (p. 324): the 
generation against which our Lord testified 
as “adulterous” (Matt. xii. 39) had no idol 
worship; the “idolatry” spoken of by St. 
Paul (Eph. v. 5) is * covetousness.” 


5. and upon her forehead a name 
written,| Te., “having (see ver. 4) a name 
written; ” as was customary with harlots— 
see Wetstein and De Wette (“ Nomen tuum 
pependit a fronte.”—Seneca, Controv. i. 2; 
cf. Juv. Sat. vi. 123). Hengst., however, says, 
* Not a title, but the expression of her na- 





ture. The mame consists of a whole sen- 
tence, to which, substantially though not 
formally, ver. 6 belongs." For the contrasted 
name borne by the servants of God, see ch.xiv. 1. 


MYSTERY,] Or, as explained below, A 
mystery.] Asrendered in A. V., MYSTERY is 
the first element of the proper name, and so 
C. à Lapide, Vitringa, I. Williams, Hengst., 
Bleek, Words., Alf. ‘The name on the fore- 
head of the High Priest (Ex. xxviii. 36, 37)— 
the ineffable NAME — was a mysterious 
secret; so here the Harlot's characteris known 
to God only. Her name is * Mystery;" and 
* Confusion ”—so “ Babylon” is interpreted ; 
a character now added to the “ names of blas- 
phemy” borne by the Beast. "Words. notes: 
“Her title is Mystery, a secret spell, bearing 
the semblance of sanctity.” 

Onthe other hand, Ziillig, De Wette, Ebrard, 
Diisterd., Auberlen interpret A mystery,— 
the word standing in apposition to “name, 
and denoting the enigmatical sense in which 
the title that follows is to be taken—as if 
“ a preliminary zota bene” (Düsterd.): it may 
be compared with the word “ spiritually,” 
in ch. xi. 8, or with the note of attention, 
* Here is wisdom” (ver. 9; ch. xiii. 18). The 
three ideas—“ mystery,” “ spirituality,” “ wis- 
dom”—are combined in 1 Cor. ii. 7, 1o, notes 
Auberlen (p. 275); and he adds that the 
word Mystery (used on one occasion only by 
Christ, Matt. xiii. x1) “always, and without 
exception, designates a subject which is hid- 
den to the unassisted reason and eye of man, 
and can only be seen by a special Divine 
revelation (cf. Rom. xi. 25; xvi. 25; 1 Cor. 
lH. 7-10; xv. 51; Eph. iii. 3-5). See on ch. 
i. 20; X. 7:—in fact * mystery” is the anti- 
thesis to “ revelation,” see ver. 7. 

Reuss, referring to ch. xi. 8, explains the 
Harlot’s name of * Mystery” as meaning 
* allegorically, “ because it is to her that the 
prophecies of the Old Test. against Babylon 


.are referred: by her proper and historical 


name she is called Rome.” ‘To the same effect 
Burger, who explains that her name is said 
to be *a Mystery,” in order that we may not 
think of the historical Babylon on the 
Euphrates. 
Stuart notes: “ Why not translate a name 
written mysteriously,’ accus. adverbial ?” 
—viz., “ BABYLON THE GREAT (the mother 
of harlots and of the abominations of the 
earth) ;"-—the parenthesis being * an exclama- 
tion of the author, and not a part of the 
inscription.” i 
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ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 

6 And I saw the woman drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and 
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with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus: and when I saw her, I won- 
dered with great admiration. 

7 And the angel said unto me, 








BABYLON THE GREAT,] See ch. xiv. 8; 
xvi. 19, where this, the Harlot's, title has been 
already introduced as the concrete repre- 
sentative of the collective World-kingdom. 

Babylon is a mystery, notes Hengst., as 
still continuing “Great” after Christ appeared, 
and still retaining power to persecute the 
Saints—see ver. 6. 

See Note B at the end of this chapter. 


THE MOTHER OF the HARLOTS] This 
titlerepeats, in another form, the imagery of ver. 
4. Diisterd. observes that the word ** Mother” 
signifies that she has made her daughters— 
“the cities of tbe nations” (ch. xvi. 19)—to 
become Harlots also, and drunken with her 
cup, thus filling the world with her cruelty 
(ch. xiii. 7,14; xiv. 8,11). I. Williams, who 
refers the prophecy to Jerusalem, writes: 
“ Aretas, in speaking of the City of Rome as 
signified by Babylon, adds, ‘In all this the 
prophetic saying is suitable, 44s is the mother, 
so is the daughter’ (Ezek. xvi. 44). But it is 
remarkable that the proverb which this Greek 
writer refers to is spoken, not of Babylon, 
but of the Ancient Jerusalem, in that very 
chapter which forms the basis of this analogy 
or figure in the Apocalypse” (p. 329). 

Zullig regards Nineveh as the type here of 
the Harlot—see Nah. iii. 4-7 ; and he notes: 
“In the Apoc. a name, by a favourite usage, 
is divided into several words. Cf. ch. iii. 14, 
and especially ch. xix. rr." 


AND of the ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH.] De Wette explains that the Harlot 
is the type of all nations which practise 
idolatry. Hengst. understands “ political 
enormities ;” “not false religious zeal, but 
despotism,” see ver. 6. The sins of the 
World-city—unbelief, superstition, sensual- 
ity—are all included under the Harlot's title. 


6. drunken with the blood of tbe saints,| T. e., 
* by reason of (ex) the blood "—see ch. viii. 
II; Xvi, 10, rr. ‘To this corresponds the 
scarlet colour of the Beast, and of the Harlot’s 
attire—vv. 3, 4. For the metaphor, compare 
* Ebrius jam sanguine civium, et tanto magis 
eum sitiens " (Plin. H. N. xiv. 28, ap. Wetst.). 
For the fact, cf. ch. xvi. 6; xviii. 24. 

of the martyrs of Jesus.] Cf. ch. ii. r3. 
* Tbe Saints" do not really differ from the 
witnesses, or * Martyrs of Jesus;" but the 
latter description states more plainly that 
the testimony of Jesus which the Saints have 
borne has been the cause of their death: cf. 
ch. i 2, 9; vi. 9. The language, notes 


Hengst., is changed in order to heighten the 
guilt of Rome. Of course “the Two (ty- 
pical) Witnesses " of ch. xi. are not meant. 


and when I saw ber, I wondered with 
a great wonder.] For the idiom, cf. ch. xvi. 
9. The reason for the Seer's * wonder ” the 
Angel explains, in ver. 7, to be “ the mystery of 
tbe Woman and of the Beast that carrieth her.” 

Writers explain these words varioasly. 
Bengel: Because so powerful a Beast carries 
and serves a woman ;—De Wette and Ziillig: 
Because St. John, as in ch. v. 4, did not un- 
derstand the symbolism ;—Hengst.: Because 
the Roman power remains still unbroken 
after Christ has come, see on ch. xiii. 3 ;— 
Ebrard (comparing the “ wonder” in ver. 8): 
Because the Beast, already seen in ch. xiii., 
reappears in a form so different ;—Auberlen ; 
Because a change so extraordinary has passed 
over the Woman; “the impression made on 
John may be expressed by the words of Isai. 
i. 21: * How is the faithful city become an 
harlot !’” (p. 277); and he contrasts with this 
feeling of “ wonder" which the Seer exhibits 
nowhere else [but see ch. v. 4], the expres- 
sion of gratitude and joy manifested in ch. 
xix. 9, 10; xxii. 6-8. To the same effect, 
I. Williams. Alford, also, for the most part, 
adopts this opinion of Auberlen ; but he al- 
together fails to answer the objection of 
Düsterd. that neither in the text itself, nor 
in the Angel's explanation (ver. 7), is an allu- 
sion made to the identity of the “ Woman” 
of ch. xii. and the * Harlot”; or to this as 
the reason for St. John's wonder. Alf. replies 
that the silence of the Angelis * just what we 
might expect, if the fact of identity were 
patent :”—but that the identity does not exist 
has been already shown on ver. 1. Words- 
worth (after Vitringa, p. 764) explains,—Not 
because Heathen Rome persecuted the Saints, 
but because a Christian Church calling herself 
“the Mother of Christendom,” ze., the Church 
of Rome, should be * drunken with the blood 
of the Saints." 

The Seer is now to behold the mystery of 
evil more closely; and the continued con- 
flict of the Church with the “Prince of this 
world” is to be more distinctly revealed. 
Daniel (vii. 1-7) had already symbolized, 
under the image of four Beasts, the four 
successive World-empires: and, borrowing 
from Daniel's figurative language, St. John 
has composed the symbol of oze Beast, with 
“Seven Heads” and ** Ten Horns,” designed to 
typify, throughout all time, the antichristian 


v. 8] 


Wherefore didst thou marvel? I 
will tell thee the mystery of the 
woman, and of the beast that carrieth 
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her, which hath the seven heads and 
ten horns. 
8 'The beast that thou sawest was, 





World-power. This form, Satan, in his 
Character of “Prince of this world," has 
assumed in ch. xii., where his hostility to the 
Church of God is described ; and under this 
form, as the actual World-power, the em- 
bodiment of Satan's influence is represented 
in ch. xiii. In ch. xvii. is added, as the contrast 
to the Church, the symbol of the “ Harlot” 
representing the local centre, or World-city, 
whence the antichristian spirit is to be 
diffused at any particular period;—and the 
special features of this symbolism are now 
developed by the Angel. 

It is to be noted that up to this point the 
Seer beholds in a Vision the actors in the 
events that follow. The events themselves 
are not presented here in a Vision: the 
Angel predicts them. 


THE ANGEL INTERPRETS (7). 


7. The interpretation given by the Angel 
(see ver. 1), like the Vision itself which is to 
be interpreted (wv. 1-6), is directed to the two 
chief figures—to that of the Beast in vv. 8— 
14, and to that of the Harlot in vv. 15-18: 
the latter interpretation is divided from the 
former by the customary formula “ And he 
saitb unto me," ver. 15. 


Wherefore didst thou wonder?] See ch. 
vii. 13,—the Angel does not now pause for a 
reply. Hengst. compares Matt. xiv. 31: he 
regards these words as a reproof to St. John 
who is prone to dwell upon what is visible; 
see also Mark vi. 6, and the verb in John vii. 
21. This may well be doubted,—see on ver. 
6. 


the mystery] ‘The mysterious signification 
of the symbolism:—cf. on ver. 5; and ch. 
120: 


of the woman, and of the beast] Note the 
articles—“ the W oman,” “ the Beast, of ver. 3.” 

We have here the two chief forms intro- 
duced in this section (vv. 7—18) which, though 
typifying different objects,—the World-city 
and the World-4ingdom,—are essentially con- 
nected together (cf. ver. 3). Hence St. John 
speaks of but one mystery —tbe mystery of tbe 
Woman and of the Beast ; treating in the first 
place of the more general subject, “ the mys- 
tery of the Beast " (vv. 8-14); and then of 
the more special subject, * the mystery of the 
Woman” (vv. 15-18). 

Hengst. would explain :—" The mystery of 
the Harlot is that she is made desolate (ver. 
15); of the Beast that it goes into perdition 
(vv. 8-11). ‘The mystery of the Beast is in- 





dicated here rather than fully disclosed, this 
being reserved for ch. xix. 20. . . . We have 
properly to do in this place only with the 
judgment on the Harlot—see ver. 1.” 

I. Williams observes that it is rather of the 
Beast on which the “ Woman” sits than of the 
“ Harlot ” that the Angel speaks; as if this her 
connexion with the Beast, was what explained 
“ tbe mystery.’ St. John does not wonder at 
allat the Beast, but much at the Woman: 
and it is twice repeated that all but the elect 
shall wonder at the Beast—ch. xiii. 3 ; xvii. 8. 
'To wonder at the Beast is the part of the 
wicked; to wonder at the Womanis the part 
of the Seer himself (p. 332). 


that carrieth her,| ‘The token of the inti- 
mate connexion between the two forms 
already represented in ver. 3. On the verb 
here, see on ch. ii. 3. 

the seven heads| To the “ Seven Heads” 
two interpretations are given by the Angel :— 
(1) They are ** Seven Mountains" on which 
the Woman sits (ver. 9); (2) They are “ Seven 
Kings" (ver. 10). 

and the ten korns.) See on vv. 9, 12. 
The imagery of ch. xili, is resumed. There 
is no mention here of diadems as in ch. xiii. 
1, where the Beast is seen in the full exercise 
of his demonic power. The “Ten Horns” 
have not yet—so far as this Vision has pro- 
ceeded—surrendered their kingly power to 
the Beast (see vv. 12, 13), and, hence, the 
diadems are absent. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE BEAST (8-14). 


8. was, and is mot;] This fact is three 
times insisted upon—here ; at the end of this 
verse; and in ver. 11. The words “zs not” 
are generally allowed to signify the reception of 
the deadly wound by one of the “ Heads,” as 
stated in ch. xiii. 3. Observe,—what the 
Angel here explains refers to the Beast, not 
to the wounded * Head," which, indeed, in 
ch. xiii. is put for the whole Beast: see the 
note on ch. xiii. 3. 


and is about to come up out of the 
abyss,| This fact is implied in the last 
words of this verse; and isalso implied in ver. 
11, where it is said that the Beast will re- 
appear in the person of an eighth “ King." It 
is thus that the healing ofthe * death-stroke" 
(ch. xiii. 3) is now expressed,—-the wound of 
one * Head” being ascribed to the whole Beast, 
because, as Lücke notes, the antichristian 
character of the Beast culminates in this one 
* Head"—cf. ch. xiii. 3, 12, 14 (see, however, 
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and is not; and shall ascend out of 
the bottomless pit, and go into per- 
dition: and they that dwell on the 
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earth shall wonder, whose names 
were not written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world, 








the objection of Ebrard quoted in the note on 
ch. xiii. 3). The Beast—the symbol of the 
ungodly World-power in its universal form— 
is here the symbol of the Roman Empire. 
The paganism of the world had received its 
fatal wound from. the sharp sword of the 
Archangel (ch. xii. 7), and absolutely from— 
the Cross of Christ (Col. ii. 15). The ma- 
terial fabric of the Empire had already been 
rudely shaken. Tacitus (Hist. i. 11) describes 
the year 69 as full of the gravest dangers,— 
as being “annum reipublice prope supre- 
mum ;" and then the torrent of the barbarian 
hordes broke in. “ The shattered, pillaged, 
dilapidated Empire,” however, as Sir F. Pal- 
grave writes (see on ch. xiii. 3), * was still 
one state, one community:” and thus the 
godless World-power, as especially noted in 
ch. xiii. 14, still “ ved” Heresy and unbelief 
and worldliness, moreover, sprang up to 
trouble the Church also:—and so time has 
gone on; and never has revived paganism 
been more combative than in the nineteenth 
century. 

Here it is to be further observed that St. 
John speaks in this passage of the revival 
of the Beast as about to be, not.as present 
when he wrote. The “not being ”—which 
has “its ground in the atonement of Christ” 
—is to be regarded, notes Hengst., as con- 
tinung during the coming again and re- 
newed being: this may be inferred from ver. 
ir. The Beast now returns, not only from 
“ the sea” but “out of the Abyss” (see on 
ch. ix. 1), whence it has drawn new anti- 
christian strength—see ch. xi. 7. He now 
appears scarlet-coloured, a symbol of blood- 
guiltiness; and the “names of blasphemy,” 
formerly written only on his “ Horns” (ch. 
xiii. 1), now cover his whole body (ver. 3). 

Wordsworth notes: “The Beast was, 
in its Imperial form, and exists zo longer in 
that shape; having received a deadly wound, 
and being killed in that respect; and is about 
to ascend out of the Abyss ; i.e., in this new 
form in which it «v7// be described” (see on 
ch. xii. 3). Ebrard, on the other hand, 
argues that the Angel speaks as in ver. ro 
from the standpoint of the time in which 
he converses with St. John— "the Beast 
was, and is not;" he, therefore, speaks of a 
power which, in the days of St. John, 
belonged to the past, and consequently not of 
the Roman power which did exist in the 
days of St. John : whence it follows that the 
Beast of ch. xvii. typifies a power different 
from that typified by the Beast of ch. xiii. 
(see on ch. xi. 7; xiii. 1). The latter, or 


World-power in its Roman form, has arisen 
from ‘the sea” of the nations—from the 
commotions of the world’s history; and, 
although taken into the service of Satan in 
his character of ‘‘Prince of this world,” has 
not been directly produced by Satan. ‘The 
Beast of ch. xvii., on the other hand, ascend- 
ing “out of the Abyss,” is the type of a 
World-power whose origin is directly and 
immediately the work of Satan, and there- 
fore a result of direct demoniacal influence 
(s. 458 ff.) :—but see above on ver. 3. 

According to Andreas ( c., p. 99) the 
Beast is Satan, borne from the Abyss by 
Antichrist to destroy men. Beda takes the 
Beast to be Antichrist, who is to reign at 
the end of the world. 


and to go into perdition.| See vv. ll. Tf 
we read as in ver. 11, the translation is, 
and he goeth into perdition (cf. John 
xvii. 12; 2 Thess..1i. 3)—to return whence he 
came forth. Ch, xix. 20 is the commentary. 

These words seem to be added paren- 
thetically, in order to support the children of 
God under the prospect to which they must 
look forward. 


shall wonder,| Namely at the reappearance 
of the Beast just described (cf. ch. xiii. 3, 8, 
12),—as stated more fully at the end of the 
verse, “ when they behold.” 


[they] whose name hath not been 
written in the book of life] See vv. 77; 
Gr. upon [eri] the book [or roll] of life: 
see ch. xiii. 8, where we have “in [év] the 
book of life;" and where the parallel with 
ch. xxi. 27 is more exact. 

For “the book of life” see on ch. iii. 5. 


Jrom the foundation of tbe world,| See 
Matt. xxv. 34; a text which supports the 
natural connexion of these words with the 
verb “ qwritten,’—the article which should 
regularly connect them with “the book of 
life” not being inserted. Alf, however, notes: 
“It is by no means certain, in the loose . 
Greek of the Apoc. whether these ac- 
curacies must be insisted on;" and, relying 
on ch. xiii. 8, he connects with the words 
immediately preceding. 


when they behold the beast,| The participle 
in the genitive; see «vv. //.:—“ Perhaps” 
an “example of the gen. absolute with the 
subject omitted ;” cf. Matt. i. 18 (Moulton's 
ed. of Winer, p. 736);—or the gen. con- 
structed with the relative clause (De Wette); 
— or a case of attraction agreeing with ` 
* qubose.” 


v. 9.] 


» when they behold the beast that was, 
and is not, and yet is. 
9 And here zs the mind which 





The cause of the Seer’s “wonder " is now 
explained :— 


how that he was,| Asin John ix. 8; not 
“which was” as A. V. Words. notes that the 
neuter (6, c) is not used by any writer ofthe 
New Test. as a relative, except when followed 
by dv—cf. Luke x. 35; John ii. 5; Col. iii. 
17, Winer (s. 44) gives as doubtful cases 
John viii. 25; Actsix.27; 2 Cor. iii. 14 : see 
also on r Cor. xvi rs Moulton's ed. of 
Winer, p. 781. 


and is not, and shall come.] (See vv. //.). 
The Cod. Sinait. reads “shall come again," 
máw. Gr. “and shall be present" — 
words which are equivalent to “is about 
to come up out of the Abyss" Note 
that the other words of the first clause, 
* was andis not,” are repeated. Bengel points 
out the contrast between this title of the 
Beast, and that of our Lord in ch. i. 4, 
“Which is and which «vas, and which is to 
come” (see in loc.) ; and also notes the corre- 
spondence of the verb “shall come” (rapé- 
crat), with the established expression (zap- 
ovaia), of the Evangelists (Matt. xxiv. 3); 
of St. Paul (2 Thess. ii. 1, 8); of St 
James v. 7; of 2 Pet. iii. 4—to denote the 
Lord's Second Coming. ‘The same term 
is likewise used to denote the coming or 
presence of the “man of sin” in 2 Thess. ii. 
3,9. ‘This correspondence Düsterd. denies, 
because the term sapovoía does not occur in 
the Apoc.:—butseer Johnii.28. ‘That Pre- 
sence of Christ is described in ch. xix. 11. 
Differently :— Men wonder, continues 
Ebrard (s. 460), that this World-power de- 
stroyed long before the time of St. John is to 
reappear. The Beast from the “sea” existed 
during the mystic three and a half years after 
the Ascension (ch. xii. 5, 6); consequently it 
existed in the time of St. John; and the 
wounding of its sixth Head the Seer beheld 
as still future. On the other hand, this Beast 
of ch. xvii. had already gone “into the Abyss” 
when St. John lived, and was to reappear 
long after St. John’s time. This reappearance, 
accordingly, has nothing to do with that 
healing of the Roman “ Head” of the World- 
ower in ch. xiii. 
Godet admits that his interpretation which 
laces Israel as one of the “ Seven Heads” of 
the Beast (see on ch. xiii. r, 3) does not suit 
political history ;—butithat it suits “the re- 
ligious history of humanity, which is that of 
John” need not be proved. Until its dis- 
persion by the Romans, A.D. 70, Israel * was” 
the first of peoples: but then it suddenly 
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hath wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains, on which the 
woman sitteth. 


disappeared from the rank. of nations— it 
“was, and is not ;” but it “will come again :” 
“This Israel, to human eye. annihilated, will 
yet revive to be the supreme expression of 
the revolt of humanity against God the 
Creator” (pp. 365-367)—to be Antichrist. 

For the interpretation which applies the 
symbolism to Nero, see below on ver. 11; 
and above on ch. xiii. 3. 

Marlorat (A.D. 1550) and other Protestant 
writers, adopting the reading of the Textus 
Receptus. (see vv. ll), interpret : Heathen 
Rome is passed away ; and, although Papal 
Rome is there (kaízep éoriv), its world-rule 
is nothing in itself (ove gore) :—see Intro- 
duction, § 8. Züllig also retains the reading 
of T. R.,—which has no authority whatever,— 
and gives as the solution of the enigma (“das 
Losewort des Ráthsels") the word Edom 
(ii. s. 319): see on ver 9, and Note D. 


9. Here is the mind which hath wisdom.] 
(The “ And” of A. V.—and of Wiclif, Tyn- 
dale, Cranmer, but not Geneva—does not 
exist in the Greek: it is perhaps taken from 
the Vulg.: see vv. //. on ver. 8). 

Or render, Here is the meaning (6 vos). 

That the explanation itself is a. “ mystery ” 
is clear from this formula, which is to the 
same effect as that which introduces “ the 
number of the Beast,’ ch. xiii. 18:—the sense 
being that the interpretation of what follows 
belongs only to an understanding gifted with 
wisdom. Ewald explains, “ Here is the 
meaning of this. enigma ;"—others (Grotius, 
Herder, &c.), ^ Here is the sense full of 
wisdom, the deep mysterious import of the 
symbol ;"—Stuart thinks that this verse should 
end at the word * «visdom:" he refers 
“Here” to what precedes—special sagacity 
is required in order to understand what the. 
writer has said about the Beast. 


THE SEVEN HEADS (9-11). 


The seven beads] See ch. xii. 3; xiii. 1. 

The absence of * diadems" in ch. xvii. may 
be explained by the following reference to 
“ mountains.” ‘The reference to “ kingdoms” 
or royal powers is supplied by the descrip- 
tion in ver. 4 of the regal magnificence of the 
“Harlot.” Kingly rule was symbolized by 
* diadems " in ch. xiii. r. 


are seven mountains,| T.e., signify, represent 
“ seven mountains " :— cf. on ch. i. 20. 

It is important to observe the merely 
passing notice, in this one place, of the “ Seven. 
Mountains. It is thus indicated in the 
slightest manner how Rome, the “ Urbs septi- 
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collis" of the period (“Septem urbs alta 
jugis, toto que przsidet orbi," Propert. iii, rr, 
57—a line which combines the statements of 
vv. 9, 18), was the City in which the World- 
power was concentrated in the days of St. 
John. 'The obviousness of this allusion sup- 
plies an answer to the assertion, often made, 
that St. John always veils under obscure 
language (e.g. “the number of the Beast") 
his references to Rome and her rulers, for the 
purpose of avoiding the hostility of the heathen. 
The hills here are doubtless real hills, while 
the “waters” in ver. 15 are symbolical: but 
this is no reason why the hills or “ mountains” 
should not have a further meaning. A 
reference so slight as this cannot possibly be 
looked upon as exhausting the proper or full 
meaning of the Apostle's words; and the in- 
terpretation of this most obscure passage 
depends on our fully understanding the 
symbol. It requires no divine “wisdom” to 
see in this place the City of Rome on the Seven 
Hills; nor can a geographical notice so 
common (see Note C at the end of -this 
chapter) come up to the sense of the words, 
“Here is the mind which hath wisdom” 

Now it is contrary to the analogy of Scrip- 
tural symbolism to understand by “heads” 
literal "mountains A “mountain” is re- 
garded (like the expression “sea,” or “ earth,” 
in Ps. lxv. 6-9; Hab. iii. 10) figuratively, as 
the seat of power. In Dan.ii. 35 the “stone” 
becomes ^a great mountain ;"— Babylon is so 
described in Jer. li. 25;—and both stone and 
mountain are prophetic names of Christ, see 
Gen. xlix. 24; Isai. xxviii. 16; Zech. iv. 7 
(cf. Matt. xxi. 44). Mountains generally 
signify in symbolical language the seats of gods 
and kings, especially of false gods and godless 
potentates who require to be humbled (see 
the note on Isai. ii. 2). The-overthrow of 
the World-kingdoms by the Kingdom of 
God is represented by the same image in 
Isai. xli. 15. In Hab, iii. 6 the “mountains ” 
are compared to the “nations.” The hill 
or mount is often the symbol of a place of 
strength :—e.g. the Mountain! of holiness, the 
Mount of God, Mount Sinai, Mount Zion. 
In fact, to suppose the coincidence of a 
seven-hilled city to be ‘the primary meaning 
here, would not suit ‘the style of the 
Apocalypse, 

And thus two explanations are given by the 
Angel : “ Mountains,” as symbolizing seats of 
power; and “ Kings,” as representing what 
kings represent, i.e., kingdoms—the former ex- 
planation being given first, inasmuch as the 
figure “ Mountains” was more familiar to the 
readers of prophecy; and then both figures 
are identified as “ Kings” in ver. 10. “The 
‘ Mountains’ stand in the same relation to the 
‘ Kings, as, inver. 15, the ‘ waters, where the 
Harlot sitteth, stand to the ‘ peop/es ;"—Aas little 
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as the ‘ waters’ are to be taken literally, so little 
are the ‘mountains’” (Auberlen, p. 270). 
This remark answers the objection of Düsterd. 
that, on the interpretation here adopted, one 
symbol, “ Heads,” first typifies another symbol, 
* Mountains ;” and that thus by a double 
process we attain to what is properly intended, 
viz. “ Seven Kings.” The symbolic reference, 
however,to Rome preserves the natural import 
of “ Mountains ;" while “the many waters” 
(ver. 1), and the “Seven Heads” or * Moun- 
tains” (vv. 3, 9) on which the Harlot sits 
receive their respective explanations in vv. 
IS, IO. The difficulty has arisen from not 
bearing in mind that two symbols, the Beast 
and the Harlot, are here intermingled; and 
that what is now to be explained is their 
mutual relation. That the expression “Seven 
Mountains” points to the City of Rome, 
seated on the Palatine, Quirinal, Aventine, 
Czlian, Viminal, Esquiline, and Janiculan hills 
—in St. John’s age the capital of the Universal 
World-empire to which the imagery points— 
need not be questioned. This result, indeed, 
is plainly indicated in ver. 18. 

Wordsworth observes that the drawing 
together of the “Seven Mountains” into the 
circle of the Roman city is combined by 
Roman Poets with the drawing together of 
the World’s kingdoms into the domain of 
the Roman Empire :— 


** Scilicet et rerum facta est pulcherrima Roma,. 
Septemque una sibi muro circumdedit arces." 
Georg. ii. 534. 


This interpretation, however, of the “ Sevez 
Mountains? is not undisputed :— 

I. Williams observes that as the Babylon, 
the Jerusalem, the Sodom and Egypt of the 
Apoc., and also the Mount Zion and moun- 
tain of Jerusalem (ch. xiv. 1; xxi. 10) are 
not to be taken literally but spiritually, it 
might seem that Rome too, or the City on 
Seven Hills, is also to be so taken. “We 
should thus understand, not the local city of 
Rome, but the principle of worldly greatness 
and ambition. *'The Harlot sits on seven 
hills and on many waters: as the waters are 
not literal, why should the Ai//s be?” The 
Greek interpreters conclude that “the 
Seven Heads and Seven Hills on which the 
Universal Babylon is seated are seven places 
pre-eminent in power,'on which the kingdom 
of the world is established,—Nineveh, of the 
Assyrians ; Ecbatana, of the Medes; Babylon, 
of the Chaldeans; Susa, of the Persians ; the 
kingdom of Macedon; the ancient Rome; 
and the new Rome.” With these they 
connect as Kings,—Ninus, Arbaces, Nebu- 
chodonosor, Cyrus, Alexander, Romulus, and 
Constantine (p. 337). While I. Williams, 
however, argues that “there would be no 
reason, according to the analogy of the 
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IO And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is 





Apocalypse, to conclude that Rome is here 
literally intended,” he nevertheless adds : * Still 
it must be allowed that the prophecy does 
in some awful manner hover, as with boding 
raven wing, over Rome ” (75.). 

Züllig (s. 319 f£) gives the meaning “in 
these two words,—The City is Jerusalem, 
its Kingdom is Edom” (see Note D). Every 
scholar knows that Rome was built on Seven 
Hills and was the mistress of the world : but 
Rome is nowhere thought of in the Apoc.; 
while everything in it revolves round Jeru- 
salem. The proof rests on Ps. Ixxxvii. 1: * His 
foundation is in the holy mountains." Many 
towns besides Rome can boast of their seven 
hills—Constantinople, Scutari, Brussels, Bam- 
berg, &c.; but Jerusalem especially can boast 
of the sacred number Seven—four larger and 
three smaller groups, viz.: (1) The highest 
and greatest, to the south, Zion; (2) to its 
north, through the Tyropceum, Akra; (3) the 
'Temple-mount, Moria, on the East; (4) to 
the north of Moria, Bezetha, Among these 
larger lay the group of three smaller hills— 
the four and three of the Apoc.: (5) Ophel, 
Neh. iii. 26, 27; [see the notes on 2 Chron. 
xxvii. 3; Isai. xxxii. 14, and Smith's Bible Dict. 
in voc.]; (6) the hill of the Castle Antonia; 
(7) the hill of the three towers, Hippicus, 
Phasael, and Mariamne. 

Lakemacher (quoted by Bleek, /. c., s. 89) 
names, Zion, Akra, Moria, Bezetha, and the 
three points ofthe Mount of Olives. Abauzit, 
Hartwig, Harenberg, Herder, &c. also under- 
stand Jerusalem,—see Bleek, s. 88. 

Krenkel (7. c, s. 75) expresses concisely 
the usual opinion :—W here, he asks, was there 
a city which, in Cent. i, united all these 
tokens, but Rome? The purple (ver. 4) de- 
notes her Imperial power ;—the scarlet her 
thirst for blood ;—she is styled a “Harlot” 
after the manner of the Old Test. Prophets 
(see Isai. xxiii. 15, 17) ;——she is called spiritu- 
ally Babylen (ch. xiv. 8), as Jerusalem is 
called Sodom and Gomorrah (ch. xi. 8), so far 
as she vies with her elder sister on the 
Euphrates in hatred towards the people of 
God. What, then, can the Beast on which 
she sits denote but the Roman World-power? 


on which tbe woman sittetb:] Gr. “where 
the woman sitteth on them"—a Hebrew 
union of the relative “where” with the de- 
monstrative “ọn them:" cf. the use of the 
* relative pronoun," in ch. xii. 6, 14. 

10. And they are seven kings;| As well 
as “Seven Mountains" ;—see on ver. 9, where it 
is shewn that “ mountains” symbolize seats of 
power, a fact which connects the symbol 
* mountains" with the symbol * kings." 
“Kings” again (cf. ver. 12) represent not 


individual rulers, but —“ kingdoms.” See 
Dan. ii. 38: “Thou [viz. king Nebuchad- 
nezzar] art this bead of gold;” on which 
follows: “ And after thee shall arise another 
kingdom :"——cf. Dan. vii. 17, 23, where kings 
and kingdoms are used as equivalent. See 
also Jer. xxv. 1r: “' These nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years,’—viz. 
Nebuchadnezzar and his four successors (cf. 
the note on Jer. xxvii. 7). And thus a “ king ” 
represents a “ kingdom,’ and does not, in 
prophetical imagery, denote an individual 
“ king? In 2 Esdras xii. 22, 23 there is an 
instance of this ;—and we may also refer to ch. 
xiii. 1, where the explanation is given of the 
* Seven Heads.” Here accordingly, the “ Seven 
Heads” of the Beast signify (1.) the Seven Hills 
of Rome,—which are introduced both to in- 
dicate the then existing embodiment of the 
World-empire and to render more clear the re- 
ference to World-kingdoms,—and (ii.) Seven 
great World-monarchies, each in succession 
impersonated as a ** King," who in his day is 
representative of the antichristian World- 
power. All this might and all this energy are 
now beheld concentrated —under the mystic 
signature “ Seven "—in the one symbol of the 
Beast; and this, it is important to bear in 
mind, is not Rome, nor the Roman Empire, 
but a general symbol of secular antichristian 
power. (We may also render as A. V.). 

With reference to the opinion that the 
* Seven Kings" are personal rulers it is to be 
noted once more that the symbolism of 
ch. xvii. cannot be understood apart from 
the symbolism of ch. xiii. Now in ch. xiii. 1 
the *diadems" form one of the most pro- 
minent features of the description; while 
the exclusive application of the diadem to 
signify kingly authority — as proved in the 
supplementary Note D on ch. ii. ro—pre- 
cludes any reference in the Apocalypse to the 
Roman Cesars before the time of Diocletian. 
Indeed the applicability of the title “ ing” 
(BaciXeis), in any form, to the early Roman 
Emperors is contrary to all history. 

Some account of the various interpretations 
assigned to the symbol of the * Seven Kings” 
is given in Note D at the end of this chapter. 


the five are fallen] T.e., the five World- 
empires anterior to Rome. As Alford notes: 
* Egypt is fallen, the first Head of the 
Beast that persecuted God’s people (Ezek. 
Xxix.; xxx.) ;—Nineveb is fallen, the bloody 
city (Nah. iii. 1-19) ;— Babylon is fallen, the 
great enemy of Israel (Isai. xxi.:9; Jer. 1.; 
li.) ;—Persia is fallen (Dan. x. 13; xi. 2);— 
Grecia is fallen (Dan. xi. 3, 4).” 

According to Rationalists the fve fallen 
* Kings” are the Ave Emperors beginning 
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not yet come; and when he cometn, 
he must continue a short space. 





with Augustus and ending with Nero;— 
Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, come between 
Nero and Vespasian whom D üsterd. makes to 
bethe.szxz5b Head ; and these ¢/ree he indicates 
by three of the “Ten Horns,” cf. ch. xii. 3; 
xii. r;—Renan, counting from Julius to 
Claudius, considers Nero to be still alive 
(* Néron, qui est a la fois la Bête et un des sept 
rois, n'est pas mort.en réalité,’—p. 433). 

Others interpret allegorically; or under- 
stand the. successive forms of government 
over Rome, &c. In no case, however, do 
such interpretations preserve the natural 
meaning of the verb in this passage; as it 
becomes necessary to assign to it the forced 
sense “have passed away," or “are dead,” for 
which it would not be easy to find aprecedent. 
In Scripture ‘‘ fallen” is said of cities or king- 
doms; as, e.g. in ch. xiv. 8; Isai. xxi. 9; Jer. 
li. 8; Amos v. 2. 


the one is] (Omit * and”—see vv. l). 
Èe., the sixth World-Empire, or the Imperial 
power of Rome, as it existed in the days of 
St. John. So Hengst., and Auberlen; and so 
evem Godet, who: makes the fifth “ Head,” 
now fallen, to be Israel (see on ch. xiii. r). 

According to Stern the sixth * Head” is the 
Roman Cesar, when St. John wrote; and this 
Head bore the * death-stroke” (ch. xiii. 3) 
which Christianity inflicted ;—according to 
Vitringa, this sixth “Head” is Pope Paul 
III. (A.D. 1534—49) ;—according to Mede, the 
form of government by Emperors ;—according 
to Rationalists, generally, Galba ;—according 
to Renan, Nero, whom St. John erroneously 
believed to be still alive ;—aecording to Lücke 
and Diisterd., Vespasian;— according to 
Ziillig, Herod of Chalcis, who received back 
the dignity of king from Claudius, A.D. 44. 

From this interpretation Züllig concludes 
that the date of the Apocalypse is to be 
placed under Claudius, between A.D. 44 and 
A.D. 47, the year when Herod of Chalcis died: 
and so Lakemacher, Obs. Phil., x. 5, 6: see 
Introd., § 4,a. Similarly the rationalistic school 
regards this verse as fixing the date under 
Galba, A.D. 68; just as:ch. xi. 2 is taken to 
prove that it was written before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem (see Scholten, /.c., s. 44)— 
the Head “smitten unto death" of ch. xiii. 3 
being Nero, the 4/th Cesar. 


the: other is not yet come;] (Omit * and"). 
I. e, the seventh, or antichristian World- 
power which is to succeed to the power of 
pagan Rome:—in other words the World, 
in the broadest sense of the word, as opposed 
to the Church. ‘The principle of Auberlen 
has been already discussed on ver. 1,—namely 
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[v. 1r. 


II And the beast that was, and 
is not, even he is the eighth, and 





that the Head of the Beast which had been 
“smitten unto death" (ch. xiii. 3) was this 
seventh * Head,” and that it “represents the 
Christian State and its Christian civilization” 
— Christianity has become worldly, the 


.world has become Christianized ; this is the 


fundamental type of the Christian era" (p. 
299). Alford accepts this result: he regards 
“this seventh * Head’ as the Christian Empire 
beginning with Constantine.” If, as his agree- 
ment with Auberlen. implies, he regards the 
Empire, so far as it was Christian, as repre- 
senting the existing form of Antichrist, this 
conclusion is self-condemned. 

Wordsworth (see on ch. xiii. 3) takes this 
seventh Head to be the Imperial power of 
Germany * which rose upon the ruins of the 
Italian kingdom ;” and so burger, who illus- 
trates by the title *the Holy Roman Em- 
pire” ;—Launoy and others understand the 
Papacy assucceeding the Empire ;—A school 
of Roman Catholic writers (cf. Stern above) 
understand ‘A new heathen power to rule in 
the last age of Christianity from Rome as a 
centre ;’—According to Vitringa, it is Pope 
Paul V. (1605-1621). 

The seventh World-empire, notes Ebrard 
(s. 468), which is to come between the Roman. 
Empire and Antichrist, is made up of the 
“Ten Kings" or Kingdoms of ver. 12;— 
Godet (see on ch. xiii. 1) takes the seventh 
* Head" to be a new power which is here- 
after to absorb allthe fragments of the Roman 
Empire ;—Keil (/. c., p. 279) concludes that 
if the sixth sovereignty is the Roman, then 
by the seventh we may understand the World- 
powers of modern Europe that have come 
into its place. 

According to the rationalistic school gener- 
ally, this “ Head” is Otho or Vitellius ;j—Ac- 
cording to Lücke and Disterd., Titus;— 
According to Renan, Galba, * who is old and 
feeble; he will soon fall? (p. 432). 


and when be cometh, he must continue a 
little while.] J.e., “must needs” “by God's 
decree,"—see on ch. i, r, On the phrase “a 
little while" (OAtyov—cf. on ver. 12), 
observe that there is no noun here expressive 
of “time,” or “ season " as in ch. xii. 12 ; xx. 3; 
the language is indefinite, the words “must 
continue” alone being emphatic. ‘The stress 
is laid on the fact of some endurance, not on 
its being but short (see 1 Pet. i. 6; v. 1o). 
Ebrard refers to the “one hour” of ver. 12;— 
and the rationalistic school apply the phrase 
to the short duration of the reigns of 
Galba, or Titus. ‘There is however good 
1eason in the opinion of Hofmann and Hengst. 


v. 12.) 
d 


is of the seven, and goeth into per- 
dition. 
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I2 And the ten horns which thou 
sawest are ten kings, which have re- 





that we are to understand a duration such 
“that by means of it the Church should be 
exercised in patience." 

Auberlen, carrying out liis idea of the apos- 
tasy of the Church (see on ver. 1), con- 
siders that it is only the seventh: Kingdom 
(or the Empire springing from the Germanic 
Tribes) which became a Christian World- 
kingdom, and that this is meant by the 
* death-stroke" in ch. xiii. 3: “‘ This expres- 
sion, combined with þe must continue a little 
while, reminds us that the Germanic na- 
tions were to remain only for a short space 
heathenish, beast-like, anti-christian ; that the 
seventh Head' was soon to receive its wound.” 
But *the Christian Germanic world aposta- 
tizes from Christianity. . . . A new heathen- 
ism breaks in upon the Christian world " 
(A. c., p. 300). In other words, the wound 
which: the Beast had received when the Ger- 
man Tribes were converted to Christianity, 
has now been Zea/ed by their apostasy. 

The- explanation of the “ Seven Heads” 
given in ver. 9 referred merely to the re- 
lation of the “Harlot” to the Beast; the 
explanation here concerns the “ Heads” them- 
selves, but says nothing as to the judgment 
of the “Harlot” in the last times :—ver. 1o is 
the preface to ver. 11, which tells “ who the 
Beast is, and specially, how he is related to 
the Seven World-kingdoms ” (Ebrard s. 463). 


11. And the beast that was, and is not,] 
As spoken of in ver. 8, and as seen in ver. 3. 
Neither here nor in ver. 8 do these words 
indicate the age of St. John: they merely 
serve for a token of the Beast at the time of 
his appearing. 

The beginning and the end of this descrip- 
tion, taken from ver. 8, point attention to the 
fact that the subject of both verses is the 
same. 


is himself also an eighth,] The ab- 
sence of. the article gives the sense, “an 
eighth,” not “ the eighth,"— not one of a series 
already named; and therefore not, as Ra- 
tionalists:insist, *oze of the Seven." Further 
still, as the gender of the numeral proves, 
he is “an eighth King ;” not one of the Seven 
Kings, but the result, as it were, or outcome 
of them—see below. In the person of, this 
eighth “ King” the Beast himself is embodied. 
It is he in whom the Beast from the Abyss 
(ch. xi. 7), which now “is not,” will appear 
again. 

There is considerable difficulty in deter- 
mining who this eighth “ King” is to be; and 
we may notice a similar ambiguity in the case 
of the “Little Horn” in Daniel. Rationalists, 





who see in the eighth “ King” the returning 
Nero, triumph especially in their interpre- 
tation of “the number of the Beast," ch. xiii. 
18,—'* Nero-Cesar ;” and on the “ Nero- 
Fable " see Note E at the end of this chapter. 
Zillig, who would fain apply the Nero-fable 
to his theory of the Edomite kings, admits that 
history affords no trace of an expectation of 
the return of one of the banished Herods, as 
an eighth, after Agrippa II.:—see above on 
ver. 1o, and Note D at the end of this chapter. 

On the “ eighth ” King, see Note F at the 
end of this chapter. 


and is of tbe seven ;] Cf.. John xv. 19 ; xvii. 
14; I John iii. r2—'cometh of the seven;” 
not, “is one of the seven? as Mark xiv. 
693; Luke xxii. 58% Acts’ xxi. 8; Cok-iv. 9, 
to which: meaning St. John's usage is directly 
opposed. Im such a sense he always prefixes 
the numeral (eis) which is wanting here— 
see: ver. r; and also ch. v. 5; vi. 1; vii. 13 
(cf. vv. 4-8); xv. 7; xxi. 9; John i. 41; vÈ 
8,0705 vil. 50; xL 49 X143 XI 235 XX. 
24. This fact removes another foundation 
from the rationalistic argument for the reap- 
pearance of Nero. 


and he goeth into perdition.] ‘The fate of 
the Beast in ver. 8 is again denounced ; and the 
language of 2 Thess. ii. 3 is again.recalled. 

The object of the rationalistic interpre- 
tation, under its most moderate form, may 
be- stated thus after Diisterdieck:—Assum- 
ing that St. John did write the- Apoc., Ra- 
tionalists seek (1) to prove, from internal 
evidence, that the Fourth Gospel was not 
written by the same author; and they seek 
(2) to discredit the whole Christian Revela- 
tion by representing an Apostle of Christ, it 
this his acknowledged work, as a political 
partizan (see Renan passim), and a myth-be-* 
wildered fanatic (see Note E).  Düsterdieck, 
indeed, refuses to allow that St. John be- 
lieved the Nero-fable; but he explains with 
care that he regards the prophetical element 
of the Apocalypse to contain “nothing ma- 
gical,” “no mantik ” element, but to be merely 
“ ethical” —“ The natural assumption," he 
writes, “for the ethical genesis of the pro- 
phecy, was, in the case of John, the same as 
im the case of Josephus, when the latter pro- 
mised the Empire to Vespasian and liis son 
Titus, before Vespasian had himself resolved 
to assume the Imperial power (B. J., iii. 8).” 
The British and Syrian campaigns had proved 
to all how superior were Vespasian and his 
sons to men like Otho and Vitellius. ‘That 
Titus (“the seventh King”) should reign but 
for a short time; and that his brother Domi- 
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ceived no kingdom as yet ; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 





tian, * proceeding from the Seven" (and the 
eighth), should appear as an incarnation of the 
Beast from the Abyss, easily followed from 
natural reasons. ‘The character of Domitian 
was well known: in the words of Eutropius 
he proved himself to be “ exitiabilis tyrannus ” 
(H. R., viii., 1) ; and St. John might ‘ naturally 
expect" that the danger always at hand 
while Titus reigned (“fratrem insidiari sibi 
non desinentem,’—Sueton., Titus, 9) would 
be realized .in his being dethroned by his 
brother. Further still:— While the Apostle's 
common sense “ naturally ” led him to predict 
that the reign of Titus was to follow that of 
Vespasian, and to be of short duration, * John 
has been mistaken," adds Düsterd., “ when 
he expected that the Roman World-empire 
would come to an end with Domitian. This 
singular error undoubtedly proves a certain 
imperfection of prophetic genius in the author 
of the Apocalypse, but does not in any way 
deprive him of it altogether " (s. 514). 

Volkmar (s. 251) justly scoffs at this idea 
of “ethical Inspiration" as a defence of 
* the canonical character" of the Apocalypse. 
Admit, indeed, under any form, the rational- 
istic interpretation of the Book, and, almost 
before the ink was dry with which St. John 
wrote, the facts of history had falsified -his 
predictions. 


THE TEN Horws (12-14). 


12. And the ten horns that thou sawest 
are ten kings,| On the meaning of the word 
“ Kings,” see on. ver, 10; and on the symbol 
“ Horns,” as well as on the symbolical signifi- 
cance ofthe numbers “Seven” and “Ten,” 
—the former denoting totality in the abstract, 
the latter completeness as regards the world,— 
see on ch. xii. 3; xiii. 1; and Introd. § rr, a. 

The “ Horns” are probably to be regarded 
as borne by the seventh “Head” (see on 
ch. xii. 3), or seventh phase of the godless 
World-power. The “Ten Kings” symbolize 
the collective powers:of the earth. 

Burger suggests that if Seven expresses pro- 
gressive development in time, Tez expresses 
contemporaneous perfection: — the ‘ Tex 
Kings” therefore are*to be contemporaneous. 

Hengstenberg takes the number Ten, applied 
here to “ Kings” or Kingdoms, to be a round 
number :—they are not individual Kings, as is 
plain from the whole character of the Apoc., 
which never deals with individuals, but always 
represents the future in its most general 
features. The“ Heads” denote World-mon- 
archies, of which there was always but ove at 
a time. 

The Roman Empire, writes Dean Vaughan, 
is the Beast’s sixth Head; and like the former 


will pass away. The seventh Head is a mere 
cluster of Ten Horns. The end of Rome shall 
be not a conquest, but a dismemberment—not 
one Kingdom, but Ten Kingdoms (ii. p. 166). 
The Horns (he adds on ch. xix. 11) denote 
division, not concentration; this power is 
known by a plurality, not by a unity of 
crowns and thrones. To the same effect 
Bossuet, “C’est un caractère assez re- 
marquable, que d'un seul empire il se forme 
tant de grands royaumes.” On this prin- 
ciple the “ Ten Horns” denote the kingdoms 
of the earth,—be their number what it may,— 
ending in the, State-system of “the Last 
Times,” which is completely under the rule, 
and at the command of Antichrist. 


which have received no kingdom as yet;] 
Hengstenberg would render “had not yet 
received kingdom,” or “dominion;”’—the 
matter in hand concerns not nations with 
their respective governments, but the com- 
bination of the Ten as the reigning power on 
the theatre of the world’s history ;—Ebrard 
explains not yet by the existence, when St. 
John wrote, of the Roman Empire, the sixth 
World-power, on the fall of which the 
“ Horns” become the seventh: see on ver. 
10;—Grotius understands “ not as ye? within 
the limits of the Roman Empire;" but this 
restriction isnot mentioned in the text. 

The words “no kingdom as yet” may intimate 
that what is spoken of is a something to 
arise subsequent to the ten horns on the 
Beast in Daniel, with which the “ Ten Hors ” 
here have been erroneously identified: “ For 
the Beast itself is the ‘ Little Horn’ that arises 
among those ten of Daniel (vii. 8), uprooting 
three, and therefore not co-existent with the 
Ten”( I, Williams p. 346). 

Andreas, however, recognized here the 
ten horns, or Kings whom Daniel also saw. 
Of these Antichrist will slay tree, and reduce 
the rest to his rule. 

Bengel, with the codex A, reads “not” 
(ovn for ovr); and explains, have not re- 
ceived, because they have given it to the 
Beast (ver. 17). Burger (see above) also 
favours this reading: .and he would interpret 
in connexion with the words, “ for one hour,” 
which follow:—‘They are ings, indeed, 
but wassal-kings merely, dependent on the 
Beast ;—Aings, for they are clothed with 
royal power ;—but only “as kings,” for they 
have not received an actual kingdom. They 
enjoy their authority, moreover (see below), 
for a very short time—the 33 years of Anti- 
christ’s supremacy ; see Dan. vii. 20-25. 


but they receive authority as kings,| By 
the expression “as Kings,” Hengst. under- 


Ys 13—14.] 


I3 These have one mind, and 
shall give their power and strength 
unto the beast. 





stands the plenitude of regal power :— as 
Kings that reign, not merely over their own 
subjects, but over the world ;"— Words., onthe 
contrary, takes it to denote “the precariousness 
of their power ;”—and so Diisterd.: “ Their 
Kingdom is not real, full, regal power; but as 
being transient, is represented as if it were 
royal power” (cf. ch. ix. 3) ;—Alf. thinks it 
represents *the reservation of their kingly 
rights in their alliance with the Beast;"— 
Auberlen would refer it to the absence of the 
“ diadems " in ver. 3, indicating “that the Ten 
Kingdoms into which the Germano-Sclavonic 
world is to be divided, will lose their mon- 
archical form in the end" (p. 302). 


for one hour,| (On the accus., cf. ch. ix. 5 
and also Matt. xxvi. 40). Shortness of dura- 
tion (see ver. 10) is denoted here :—“ espe- 
cially” writes Words. as “ compared with the 
power of the Beast's contrast, the Lamb, which 
is not for an hour, but for ever. On this use of 
‘hour, cf. 2 Cor. vii. 8; Gal. ii. 5; 1 Thess.. 
ii r7; Philem. 15.” See also ch. viii. 1; and 
cf. ch. xviii. 10:--why their authority is thus 
brief is told in ver. 14. Hengst. notes that 
history confirms this sense of short duration ; 
for the first appearance of the German Tribes 
almost coincides with their conversion to 
Christianity, 

Vitringa and Elliott give a different ex- 
planation—“at one and the same time 
with:” see ch. iii 3, “thou shalt not 
know what hour (moíav &pav) I will come 
upon thee.” If St. John had meant “a short 
time,” notes Vitringa (p. 776), he would have 
written mpds Spay (John v. 35; 2 Cor. vii. 
8; &c.), or mpòs kapòv Spas (1 Thess. ii. 17), 
or xpdvov ddtyov (Acts xiv. 28):— compare 
too ch. xii. 12. I, Williams also suggests: 
* They shall come into existence together with 
the Beast, as they enter into the description 
of the Beast when St. John first sees him rise 
from the sea (ch. xiii. 1).” The Vulg. renders 
“ una bora accipient post bestiam." 

It seems more natural to understand “a 
short time,"—it may be the brief duration of 
Antichrist's reign at the End: cf. Matt. xxiv. 
22. In ver. 17 the duration of their authority 
is limited to the time required for fulfilling 
“the words of God.” 

Volkmar as a Rationalist thus explains this 
verse: “They have not yet received Imperial 
power; they are at present, under the sixth 
(and seventh) “ Head,” merely simple Prefects 
of the Provinces; but—united to the fifth 
“ Head" (Nero) when he returns to Rome as 
the eigbtb—these provincial rulers will exer- 
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14. These shall make war with the 


Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome # Tim. 6. 
. ch. 19 
16. 


them: ^for he is Lord of lords, and ;à 





cise authority similar to the Imperial, though 
but for a short time," when the Emperor 
avenges himself on Rome (ver. 16) ;—and 
Renan: “The limited period for which the 
Proconsuls and Imperial Legates of the Ten 
chief provinces, who are not true Kings, 
receive their power from the Emperor" 
(p. 433). 

with tbe beast.] I. e., in alliance with him. 
As to the meanings assigned to the “Ten 
Horns" see Note D at the end of this 
chapter. 


13. These have one purpose;] 
mind,” as A. V. 


and their power and authority they 
give unto the Beast.) See vv. ll, and note 
the present tense, though the future is 
signified :—cf. 1 Macc. viii. 4. (On the read- 
ing of T. R., dradcdacovow, see Introd., 
§ 8) The expression of ver. 12, “ with the 
Beast” is enlarged upon in this verse; and 
then the unity of purpose of the “Ten 
Kings” and the Beast is referred to in ver.17: 
—they are to war (1) with the Lamb, and 
(2) with the Harlot (wv. 14, 16). 

Ewald notes, “ the Satanic Nero-purpose ;” 
—Renan writes: “If we could admit a re- 
touching of the Apocalypse after the event 
(‘des retouches post eventum") we might 
suppose a reference here to the attempts of 
the generals to re-establish the Neronian 
régime (Tac., Hist. ii. 71, 95; Sueton., Vitell. 
ir; Dion Cass. Ixv. 4, 7). I have made 
many efforts to see whether Otho might 
not be the second Beast (ch. xiii 11), or 
* False Prophet, which would explain ch. 
xiii. 12, 16, 17; but wv. 13-15 resist such 
an interpretation " (p. 488). 

Ebrard anticipates an objection: — * How 
can the Ten Kingdoms receive power ‘with the 
Beast’ and yet, as the seventh World-power, 
precede the Beast who is the eighth”? The 
answer is to be found in the Book of Daniel. 
As in Dan. vii. 8 the *Little Horn" arises 
among the other ten (and therefore while they 
exist), so the Beast rises, in his inchoate state, 
while the “ Ten Horns” rule. They rule “for 
one hour with the Beast,’ who then appears 
alone and independently as an “eighth” 
W orld-power (s. 470). 

14. These shall war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them,| ‘This result 
is the reverse of that stated ch. xi. 7; xiii. 7. 
It points, by anticipation, to ch. xix. 11-21 


Lord of lords, and King of kings ;] Cf. ch. 
xix. 16; 1 Tim. vi, 15; and also Deut. x. 17; 


Or “ one 


49 


King of kings : and they that are with 
him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

15 And he saith unto me, The 
waters which thou sawest, where 
the whore sitteth, are peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 


REVELATION. XVII. 


[v. 15—16. 


16 And the ten horns which 
thou sawest upon the beast, these 
shall hate the whore, and shall 
make her desolate and naked, and 
shall eat her flesh, and burn her with 
fire. 





— 


Ps. lxxxix. 27; Dan. ii. 47 ; vii. r4. Not the 
Lamb only, “shall overcome them ;" the same 
verb is to be carried on to the next clause, — 


and they [also shall overcome] that 
are with. him, called and chosen and 
faithful.) I. e., the armies in heaven are to 
share in overcoming the “Ten Kings” (ch. xix. 
14). “The armies which are in heaven” 
consist of those who, having been “called 
and chosen” on earth, in their Baptism, “to 
fight manfully under Christ’s banner,” have 
continued His “faithful soldiers and servants 
unto their lives’ end:’—cf. on ch. iii. 22. 
Hengst. considers that the mention of “ the 
called,” &c., as instruments of Christ’s victory, 
proves that ‘the victory can be no bloody and 
destroying one; but one to be gained, 
through the peaceful mission of the Church, 
by the weapons specified in Eph. vi. 11-17. 
See on ch. xix. 14. 

Bengel renders as does A. V.: “ they tbat are 
with Him arecalled,^ &c. There seems, how- 
ever, no reason why such a statement should be 
made here; the other rendering, too, is far 
more natural:—The Redeemed are repre- 
sented as sharers in the victory; they must 
also be represented as sharers in the conflict : 
cf. Eph. vi. 10-17. Indeed these words supply 
a distinct echo of Pauline doctrine. In its 
theological sense— nemo vocat nisi Deus” 
—“ called" is found in the writings of St. 
John only here and in ch. xix. 9; “chosen” 
only here and 2 John 1, 13; and for “ faith- 
Jul" cf ch.13. 10; John xx. 27; 3 john s. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE WOMAN (15-18). 


15. And he saith unto me,] A new clause; 
See, ON, ver. v. The judgment of the 
“Harlot,” the chief figure in this Vision (see 
ver. 1), is now to be set forth. This judg- 
ment could not be comprehended without a 
previous insight into the relation between the 
“Harlot” and the Beast ; and without under- 
standing what the Beast symbolizes. ; 


The waters which thou sawest, where the 
harlot sitteth,| On the Beast beside the 
waters. 


are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues.| ‘This authoritative explanation of 
the symbol of “the waters” is in strict har- 
mony with Isai. viii. 7; cf. Ps. xviii. 4, 16; 
cxxiv. 4. All inhabitants of the earth are thus 
symbolized (cf. ch. xiii. 3, 8, 12, 16), for all 


serve the *Harlot"—see ver. 18. In such 
enumerations as this the number four is 
employed—-'the signature of the earzb"— 
See1cha v. 9 virg; x. DE; XI: 05 KIO; 

Ebrard interprets: The Angel of ver. 1 
gives this explanation, because the same 
Rome, which now appears as a “Harlot,” 
had appeared in ch. xiii. 1 as the Beast from 
the sea; and hence, the meaning of “ the sea” 
or “the waters” from which that Beast 
arose is now added. On this interpretation 
of Ebrard, see Note C on ch. xi. 7. 


16. And the ten horns which thou sawest, 
and the beast,] (See vv. /.). The alliance 
of the “Ten Kings” with the Beast—of the 
collective powers of the earth with the embodi- 
‘ment, at this particular time, of the principle 
of evil—is described in vv. 12,13. (A nom. 
absolute : as persons are intended, the pronoun 
which follows (orot) is masculine). 


these shall hate the harlot,| The reference 
is to what is still future :—the moving cause is 
God (ver. 17), the immediate occasion is not 
revealed, but the World-city, in which the 
resources of the godless World-power are 
concentrated, is to become an object of hatred 
to the former subjects of the “Harlot.” “I 
will raise up thy lovers .against thee” (Ezek. 
xvi. 37; xxiii. 22) was of old the denunciation 
against spiritual faithlessness: and subsequent 
history affords many an example of the enmity 
that arises at times between World-rulers 
and World-cities Cf. Zech. i. 19: “These 
are the horns which have scattered Judah, 
Israel, and Jerusalem.” 


and shall make her desolate] See on ver. 3. 
Note the contrast to ver. 4, and to ch. xviii. 16, 


and naked,| ‘This symbolism is based on 
Ezek. xvi. 35-39; Xxiii. 22, 29 :—‘‘and shall 
leave thee naked and bare.” 

and shall eat her flesh] The token of 
extreme hostility—see Psalm xxvii.2; Micah 
iii. 3; cf. Jas. v. 3. Düsterdieck explains this 
figure as referring to the symbol of the 
Harlot ; and the burning, in the next clause, 
as referring to the symbol of the City in ver. 
18. Wordsworth understands the carnal 
element of her power, as distinguished from 
the spiritual. 


and shall burn Jer utterly with fire.] 
See ch. xviii. 8, 18; and cf. Gen. xxxviii. 24; 
Ezek. xvi. 41. 


ve Tp} 
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17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 





Alf. considers that the distinction drawn by 
Diisterd. cannot be pressed ; cf. Lev. xx. 143 
| xxi. 9 :—it cannot positively be said that no- 
thing more than the burning of the City is 
now intended. 

We thus see the severance of the World- 
power from the World-city, together with 
the destruction of the latter by the former— 
an event which marks the beginning of God's 
judgments on the antichristian World- 
power. So important a feature of the Divine 
scheme is this event, that ch. xvili. is devoted 
to the unfolding of its details. 

I. Hengstenberg interprets :—The nations 
of the Germanic race are intended “ who 
were destined by God to avenge the cause 
of Christ upon the persecutor Rome;” and 
he quotes St. Jerome in proof of the suffer- 
ings which Rome endured at the hands of 
Alaric, and the Barbarian invaders gene- 
rally. So Grotius, Bossuet, Elliott and, 
generally, on the same principle, Dean 
Vaughan, who writes :—“ The wild beast bas 
Seven Heads, and Rome is the sixth. Rome 
therefore will pass away. But how? The 
prophecy answers, The seventh Head is a 
mere cluster of Ten Horns. ‘The Roman 
Empire will have no one successor. Its end 

: shall not be a conquest, but a dismemberment 
.... not one kingdom, but Zen Kingdoms. 
Diverse in all else, these Tez Kingdoms shall 
make common cause against their one prede- 
cessor. ‘The very Beast on which Rome 
has for so long triumphantly ridden shall 
shake her off, shall turn upon her, shall aid 
the Ten Kings in her spoliation and destruc- 
tion. Thus in this form . . . . shall the last 
of the Seven Heads rise into vitality, and the 
last of the Seven Empires begin its reign. 
And there shall be none later than that 
seventh: there shall be no more World- 
Empires. Six single powers, and then Anti- 
christ, and then the End;—see 1 Thess. ii. 
3, 8" (il. p. 167). 

II. On the other hand Words. uses this 
passage as another proof that the “ Harlot ? 
cannot be Heathen Rome; for it is certain that 
the Heathen City of Rame was not destroyed 
by any powers that grew out of the Empire 
ofRome”.... ‘ The Horns.of the Beast, 7. e., 
some Powers that have grown out of the 
Roman Empire, will one day.be alienated from 
the Papacy:”—“The Harlot City,” writes 
Tertullian, “is to receive its deserved retri- 
bution from the Ten Kings, which will grow 
out of the dismemberment of the Roman 
Empire” (De Res. Carn. 25). “The ruin 
of Papal Rome will not be effected by Pro- 
testant Nations, but by Papal Princes and 
People rising against her.” 'To the same effect 


Vitringa (p. 780). I. Williams interprets 
generally of “a Christian Church, not keep- 
ing her-faith ;"—* Rome and Jerusalem,” he 
adds, “were united in putting Christ to 
death,.and in persecuting His Church; but 
Rome rose against Jerusalem, and burnt it 
with fire—itself surviving ; so the Beast and 
the Ten Kings are combined with the Harlot 
in persecuting Christ's witnesses and saints 
for a time, but rise afterward against her, 
and destroy her with fire... . . Ancient 
idolatrous Rome slew Christ and his saints, 
and then proceeded to make desolate, destroy, 
and burn the harlot Jerusalem" (p. 354). 
And more generally still, Auberlen : “ The 
Church which, instead of witnessing against 
the apostate World-power, committed forni- 
eation with it, shall be judged by that very 
World-power. ‘The time will come when 
worldly rulers . . . . shall make the Harlot 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh 
and burn her with fire, to designate the 
fulness of carnality into which the Church 
is sunk” (p. 318). See above on ver. 1. 

III. Godet writes:—Babylon is the capital 
of the universal monarchy which Antichrist 
will found (see on ver. 11). Seated on 
Seven Mountains it is certain that Babylon 
denotes Rome. It is then at Rome that the 
residence of the Jewish Monarch is first to 
be: “But how can a ‘Jew forget the mortal 
blow that his nation has formerly received 
from Rome?.... God has made use of Rome 
to chastise Israel; He is about to make use of 
Israel to judge Rome. It is the old antago- 
nism between Jew and Pagan—the most pro- 
found antithesis of history—which now at- 
tains to its supreme crisis. Rome is reduced 
by triumphant Israel to ‘the actual state of 
Nineveh or of Babylon. After this act of 
vengeance, Antichrist will go to establish, as 
we have seen (ch. xi. 7, 8), at Jerusalem, his 
natural capital” (p. 374). Here takes place 
the struggle of the Beast with the “Two 
Witnesses? and the conversion of Israel, 
already restored politically. ‘This is what is 
revealed in the “ Little Book,” in ch. xi. 

IV. Rationalists in general interpret this 
passage as referring to the return of Nero 
and his allies to take vengeance on Rome. 
E.g. Reuss (Hist. of Theol. p. 383): “ Heaven 
will not defile itself by direct contact with 
‘the mother of Harlots,’ the modern Babylon. 
This shall be chastised by the king it has 
rejected—by Nero the Antichrist returning at 
the head of the armies of the East.” Renan 
seems rather disposed to ascribe what St. 
John writes here (“le pamphlet du chef des 


Églises d'Asie") to his having witnessed the 
submission of the generals of the armies in 
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and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled. 
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[v. 18. 


18 And the woman which thou 
sawest is that great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth. 








the different provinces—Vindex, Galba, Otho, 
Vitellius, Mucianus, Vespasian, &c.—to the 
central authority in order to reconstitute 
the Empire. They humiliated Rome by de- 
priving her of the sole right of disposing of 
the Empire (* evulgato imperii arcano posse 
principem alibi quam Rome fieri "—Tacit. 
Hist. i. 4) ; and they went so far as to threaten 
to stop her supply of food,—see Joseph. B. J. 
iv. x. 5, &c. (p. 434). 

17. For God did put in their hearts] The 
aorist is proleptic:—cf. ch. xvi. 16. The 
moving cause of the unexpected fact predicted 
in ver. 16 is now assigned: the immediate 
cause is not revealed. Here the influence 
proceeds from God, see ch. xviii. 8;—in ch. 
xvi. 14, 16, it proceeds from the “ three un- 
clean spirits." 

to perform his purpose, The Vulgate 
[* Deus enim dedit in corda eorum ut faciant 
quod placitum est illi”], Stuart, Zuüllig, 
Hengst., Words., Alf., Burger, understand 
“to perform unconsciously God’s purpose, 
while they appear to accomplish their own” 
—see ver. 13. Bengel, De Wette, D üsterd., 
Bisping, understand * the Beasts purpose,"— 
it is God who has impelled them to unite with 
and serve the Beast. Appeal is made to the 
expression * until the words of God,” &c., be- 
low; and also to the unsuitable connexion 
of the * Divine purpose" and the “human 
purpose” in one clause :—we might, however, 
rather expect to read “the Beast’s,” not * His 
purpose," if such a meaning were intended; 
see the repetition of the word “ Beast” 
below. Reuss does not decide: Ils feront 
son dessein (de Dieu ou de la béte.")." 


and to perform one purpose] Or 
translate “to do his mind, and to come 
to one mind, The words of ver. 13 
repeated. 


and to give their kingdom unto the beast,] 
For the interpretations which have been 
assigned to these words, see on vv. 13, 
16. 


until tbe words of God should be accom- 
plished.] See «v. //. This clause corre- 
sponds to the first words of the verse. “ The 
«vords of God" in this place may be com- 
pared with “the mystery of God” in ch. 
X. 7. According to Burger, “The words of 
God " here signify, *the prophecies which in 
the Old and in the New Test. treat of these 
Last Days" The action of the “ Ten Kings” 
has not only its end in the fulfilment of “ the 
words,” i.e. the expressed will of God; but 


also its /imit :—when they have thus acted their 
power is over, see ver. 12. Ebrard on ch. 
xix. 9 expounds: Antichrist, the Beast from 
the Abyss, allied with the “Zen Kings” shall 
exercise unlimited rule, as the “eighth” 
World-power (ver. 11), until the “ words of 
God" shall be fulfilled through the Marriage 
of the Lamb. 

The mighty influence of the world-ruling 
City becomes oppressive to Antichrist. He 
will be sole ruler: * World-ruler and World- 
city must always be found together; the 
despotic military influence of the one, and 
the democratic commercial influence of the 
other—Communism and  Czsarism—must 
always be united, if there is to be one form of 
World-power. But if this result is attained, 
the internal contrast between both regularly 
emerges. World-ruler and World-city part 
in twain, from the very nature of things, and 
in the first instance to the disadvantage of the 
World-city. Historical examples of how 
results of this nature come to pass are con- 
spicuous in ancient and modern times: e.g. 
the conflicts between the Emperors and the 
Urbs,—between Paris and its Cæsars” (Klie- 
foth, zz /oc.). 


18. the great city, that reignetb] Gr. 
that hath a kingdom] The present tense 
defines the period to be the time when St. John 
wrote. Expositors of every school generally 
agree that Rome Pagan, or Rome Papal, or 
Rome under both aspects, is intended here,— 
see on ver. 9. Whatever applications may 
be made of this prophecy, and wherever the 
concentration of the World-power may be 
placed at any period of history, it is plain 
that when St. John wrote Pagan Rome was 
such a City as this verse describes. Here we 
have one of the leading subjects of modern 
controversy ; and some of the results may be 
mentioned in this place :— 

* Papal Rome,” writes Hengst., “has never 
had for the Papacy the same importance 
which heathen Rome had for the Roman 
Empire. The Pope has never been, like the 
Emperor, only the representative of Rome, 
so that the dominion might be attributed 
not to him but to Rome, as is done here." 
He quotes in proof :— 


** Terrarum Dea gentiumque Roma, 
Cui par est nihil, et nihil secundum." 
(Martial.) 


“Per omnes quotquot sunt partes terrarum 
et Domina suscepta et regina” (Amm. 
Marcell). So too the same Temple was 
erected to Rome and to Augustus; Hadrian 
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erected a Temple in the city to Rome 
herself ; &c. 

Ebrard explains :—Not “the Great City" 
of ch. xi. 8; for that was destroyed by the 
earthquake (ch. xvi. 18, 19), before “ the one 
our” of ver. 12, In ch. xi. 8; xvi. 19, “the 
Great City" is a type; here it is the expo- 
sition of a type, being what the “ Woman” 
signifies; and a type cannot be explained by 
atype. The actual “ City” here corresponds 
rather to one of the three parts into which 
that typical City was divided by the earth- 
quake—see on ch. xvi. 19 ; for the “ Woman” 
—Babylon, or the City of Rome—is become 
in these last times, since the earthquake, no 
longer a Kingdom, but the seat of the power 
of the “ False Prophet” (s. 474.) 

Dean Vaughan writes: *'The Babylon of 
St. John’s time, the Babylon to. which this 
prophecy primarily refers, was the great 
Roman Empire . . . . One of the chief uses 
of Prophecy would have been lost if that 
application had not been thus clear and 
decisive . To promise the Church 
under Domitian deliverance from the yoke 
of the Papacy, would have been to mock, 
and not to console ” (ii., p. 201). 

Bishop Wordsworth argues that the full 
extent of the prophecies of the Apocalypse 
here, and in ch. xviii, concerning the fall of 
the Great City, were not fulfilled by such 
events as the capture of Rome by Alaric, 
or the assaults of the different Barbarian 
nations. Nevertheless, when the Imperial 
power of Germany was broken, and the 
Bishops of Rome after Gregory VII. acquired 
a spiritual and temporal sway under the titles 
which the Popes now * assumed of Sovereign- 
Pontiff and Supreme Head of the Universal 
Church, Vicar of Christ upon Earth and ‘ Ruler 
of the World, he stood in a more lofty emi- 
nence than had ever been attained by the 
Cæsars” : ^ Therefore,” he concludes, “ since 
it is generally agreed that these prophecies 
concern Rome, and since they were ot ful- 
filled in Heathen Rome; and since they 
concern Rome as she was to become after 
she had ceased to be Heathen; and since, 
after she had ceased to be Heathen, she be- 
came in course of time subject to the Bishop 
of Rome, and has continued to be subject to 
him for many hundred years; therefore, our 
conclusion is, that they concern Rome as the 
capital City of the Bishop of Rome, and of 
the Papal World” (p. 251). 


In order to repel the application to the 
Papacy, many Roman expositors also apply 
what is said of the destruction of Rome, 
to the future—to Rome again become Pagan: 
“This is the hypothesis,” observes Bishop 
Wordsworth, of “Suarez, Viegas, Ribera, 
Lessius, Menochius, C. à Lapide, and others, 
particularly Dr. Manning in our own day ” 
(ib.). Thus Stern (s. 374) writes :—“ Babylon 
is really the City of Rome, not only, however, 
according to the old-heathenish, but also 
according to the new-heathenish signification 
of the World's history. So long as Rome 
maintains Christianity, so long God forgets, 
humanly speaking, her ancient guiltiness. 
But in the last times of the New Test. World- 
history, many inhabitants of the Roman 
obedience will abandon their holy Catholic 
faith; will unite with the revolutionists of 
all lands; nay, unmeasured wickedness will 
rear its throne in Rome, after the Holy 
Father with his faithful Bishops and Priests and 
the pious believers shall have been hunted into 
the desert." And Bellarmine (De Rom. Pont. 
iv 4.): * Tunc etiam summus Pontifex Ro- 
manus Pontifex dicetur et erit, licet Rome 
non habitet, sicut accidit tempore "Totilz." 
It is irrelevant to urge in reply to such 
an interpretation the discordance between 
it and the conclusions of other schools 
of Roman theologians who consider that 
these prophecies were fulfilled in ancient 
Heathen Rome:—it can only be said that, 
like all Futurist expositions, its acceptance or 
non-acceptance rests on some preconceived 
theory. 

The use of the present tense in the expres- 
sions “ The Woman is,” “ which reigneth,” is 
urged by many (e.g. De Wette, Diisterd.) 
as proof that, by *z5e Great City" Rome 
only—the capital, when St. John lived, of the 
World-empire typified by the Beast—can be 
meant. But, as Bengel notes, we must rather 
interpret these present tenses from the stand- 
point of the Vision (cf. ch. iii. 12; xi. 7), as 
signifying, not the City which now rules the 
world in the days of the Seer, but as the seat 
where the World-power is concentrated at 
each crisis of history ; especially in the days 
of Antichrist—to which time, however, the 
words need not be restricted. How the 
World-ruling City may be called in the last 
times, we do not know; how at any pre- 
vious time, we need not absolutely deter- 
mine. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XVII. 


NOTE A ON VER. 4—ANCIENT PEARLS. 


Pearl—Mapyapirns: Margarita: and later 
Margaritum — seems to have been known 
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from the earliest times to the Asiatic 
Greeks in consequence of their intercourse 
with the Persians, ever its greatest admirers. 
Among the motives impelling Cesar to 
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attempt the conquest of Britain was the 
fame of its pearl fisheries. Pearls in the 
ancient world held the highest rank among 
precious stones, and for an obvious reason 
—their beauty is entirely due to Nature, 
being susceptible of no improvement fróm 
art. 

As no two Pearls were ever found exactly 
alike, this circumstance gave origin to the 
name ‘Unio’ (unique). But in Low Latin, 
‘ Margarita(um) ' and ‘ Perla’ became a generic 
name; ‘Unio’ being restricted to the fine, 
spherical specimens—see King, The Natural 
Hist. of Precious Stones, pp. 258-267. “Unio,” 
used as a noun masc., denotes a single large 
pearl (pearl in Hoch-deutsch is perala), see 
Pliny, ix. 35, 112, 123 ;1 Senec. De Ben. vii. 9 ; 
Mart. viii. 81, 4; xii. 49, 13. Shakspere uses 
union for pear! in Hamlet, v. 2. 


NOTE B ON VER. 4—BABYLON (p. 469). 


'Tertullian seems to have been the first 
of the Fathers who transferred the name 
Babylon to Rome:—* Sic et Babylon apud 
Joannem nostrum Romane urbis figuram 
portat, proinde et magne et regno superbe et 
sanctorum debellatricis.” Adv. Jud. c. 9;— 
see also Adv. Marc. ii. 13. “ Et prostituta 
ila civitas a decem regibus dignos exitus 
referat."— De Resurr. c. 25. “Illa civitas 
valida, que super montes septem et plurimas 
aquas prasidet, cum prostitute appellationem 
a domino meruisset, quali habitu appellationi 
suze comparata est ? Sedet certe in purpura 
cum coccino et auro et lapide pretioso. De 
Fem. Cult. c. 12:—cf. Scorp. c. 12. 

St. Irenæus understands by Babylon the 
Roman Empire which is to: be divided among 
the Ten Kings:— 

* Manifestius adhuc etiam de novissimo 
tempore, et de his qui sunt in eo decem 
regibus, in quos dividetur quod nunc regnat 
Imperium, significavit Joannes Domini dis- 
cipulus in Apocalypsi, edisserens quz fuerint 
decem cornua, quz a Daniele visa sunt. 
et reliqui subjicientur ei et ipse t octavus? in 
eis; et ‘vastabunt Babylonem, et comburent 
eam igni, et dabunt Regnum suum Bestia.” 
Adv. Her. v. 26, p. 323. 

St. Jerome styles Rome, though Christian, 
Babylon :-—“ Cum in Babylone versarer, et 


! Pliny writes : The worth or quality of Pearls 
lies wholly **in candore, magnitudine, orbe, 
levore, pondere, haud promptis rebus in tantum 
ut nulli duo reperiantur indiscreti, unde nomen 
unionum Romane scilicet imposuere deliciz.” 
He tells of one Clodius, who ‘‘singulos uniones 
convivis absorbendos dedit ;" adding how 
** /Elius Stilo Jugurthino bello sionem nomen 
v POUR maxume grandibus margaritis pro- 

at 
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purpuratz meretricis essem colonus, et jure 
Quiritum viverem,” &c.—Lib. Didymi de Sp. 
Sancto, Pref. t. ii. p. 105. 

On Isai. xxiv. 7, 8, he also writes :—“ Atte- 
retur . . . . spiritualis Babylon, que sedet 
in septem montibus purpurata, cujus sup- 


plicia in Apocalypsi Joannis legimus." t. iv. 
P. 332: 
And on Isai. xlvii. 1 (75, p. 549):— 


* Licet ex eo quod juxta LXX scriptum est, 
Jilia Babylonis, non ipsam Babylonem quidam, 
sed Romanam urbem interpretantur, quz in 
Apocalypsi Joannis et in Epistola Petri, Baby- 
lon specialiter appellatur." 

And once more writing to Marcella :— 
* Lege Apocalypsin Jóannis, et quid de muliere 
purpurata, et scripta in ejus fronte blasphemia, 
septem montibus, aquis multis, et Babylonis 
cantetur exitu, contuere. ‘Exite; inquit 
Dominus, ‘ de illa, populus meus,” &c. (Rev. 
xviil 4). Epist. 46, t.i. p. 206. (The object 
of this Epistle is to persnade Marcella to 
leave Rome, and to take up her abode in 
Palestine). See on 1 Pet. v. 15. 

In the Middle Ages Rome is not seldom 
styled *the Western Babylon" (see the 
references to this fact by Mr. Chas. Mait- 
land, /. c., p. 299, &c.). As already stated the 
Papacy, while in Avignon, was regarded by 
Dante as fulfilling Rev. xvii. He is followed 
by Petrarch, who writes: “ Babylon, feris 
Rhodani ripis imposita, famosa dicam an in- 
famis meretrix, fornicata cum regibus terre ?- 
Illa quidem ipsa es quam in spiritu sacer vidit 
Evangelista. Illa eadem, inquam, es, non alia, 
sedens super aquas multas, sive ad littora 
tribus cincta fluminibus," &c.—Epist. sine 
Titulo, xvi. (xx.)—See Cary’s note on the 
Inferno, xix. 106—111. 

It was a principle with the later Re- 
formers to identify Babylon, in the character 
of the Harlot, with the Apostate Church. 
Calvin (Instit. iv. 2, 12; vil. 21, 255 9, 4) 
concluded that all the notes of Babylon, which 
he identifies with Antichrist, were to be found 
in the Papacy. Nevertheless he distinguished 
(iv. 2, 12) Roman Catholic Christendom from 
the Papacy existing in it. He concedes as to 
the former, “ecclesias apud eos esse non 
inficiamur ;” maintaining, however, that the 
Papacy itself was an antichristian institution. 

Among the Lutherans it is a recognized 
doctrine that the Pope “is the veritable Anti- 
christ” (Art. Smale. iv. And Turretin 
(A.D. 1703) writes: * Constans est omnium 
Reformatorum et Protestantium fides Anti- 
christum illum magnum esse Papam Roma- 
num.”—Comp. Theol. 16, 15, Contr. 1. 

In opposition to this Protestant interpreta- 
tion there arose in the Church of Rome a 
school of expositors (Ribera, 1591; Viegas, 
1601; Alcasar, 1614; &c.) which adopted 
the formal principle of the Reformers, viz. the 


REVELATION. XVII. 


identification of Babylon with R ome, but who 
inferred from 2 Thess. ii. that Antichrist will 
bea man living in the last times, and who is 
symbolized by the Beast of ch. xiii. This 
school assumed that the interval between the 
Ascension of Christ and the appearance of 
the personal Antichrist is passed over in the 
Apocalypse, which only contains a prophecy 
concerning *the three and a half years" be- 
fore Christ's Second Advent; and by this period 
they understood three and a half common 
years. Turretin (/. c., 16, 15, 1) thus cha- 
racterizes this school :—“ Pontifici Anti- 
christum fingunt hominem singularem et 
unicum, ortum ex tribu Dan, qui se pro 
Judaeorum Messia venditans, spatio trium 
annorum cum dimidio, templum Hierosoly- 
mitanum instaurabit, universum orbem subi- 
get, Henochum et Eliam redivivos trucidabit, 
totum Christianismum evertet, seipsum in 
templo restaurato proponet adorandum, ac 
tandem a Christo in monte Oliveti, ex quo 
paraturus sit ascensionem in ccelum, occi- 
detur. To this effect, with minute varia- 
tions, Stern! and Bisping interpret the Apo- 
calypse. 


NOTE C ON VER. 9—THE SEVEN 
MOUNTAINS. 


'The applicability of the symbol of the 
Seven Heads, as denoting seven mountains, 
to the City of Rome, is obvious. Rome was 
ordinarily styled “the Seven-hilled City,"—7 
modus 1) énrddomos,— Urbs septicollis.” She 
was celebrated as such in an annual national 
festival, the Septimontium. ‘Thus Varro (0d. 
B.C. 28) writes: “ Dies Septimontium nomi- 
natus ab his septem montibus in queis sita 
Roma est."— De Jing. Lat. iv.; and Plutarch: 
TÒ Zemrwuoüvriov dyovow émi rà Tov EBSopov 
Aéhov Tf móňet mpooKaraveunOjvat, kal THY 
‘Popny émráXodov yevécba.—Probl. Rom. p. 
280. See also Tertullian De Idol. 10; dd 
Nationes, ii. 15. 

* Of the seven hills, the Quirinal and 
Viminal are styled co//es, whilst the others, 
though without any apparent reason, are 
called montes. It cannot depend upon their 
height, since those called -colles are as lofty 
as those dignified with the more imposing 
name of montes; whence it seems probable 
that the difference originated in the ancient 
traditions respecting the Septimontium."— 
Smith's Dict. of G. and R. Geogr. ii. 721. 


1 Stern writes: ** Most of the expositors of 
the Apocalypse and many of the Fathers are of 
opinion that in the 17th and following chap- 
ters the downfall of Aeathen Rome is predicted. 
Already the Jews were wont to apply the name 
Babylon to Rome, which they hated so bitterly : 
—see Schéttgen, Hor. Hebr. pp. 1050, II25. 
Babylon in the Last Days Stern identifies 
with ** das abgóttisch gewordene Rom” (s. 382). 


To give a few quotations out of many:— 
Virgil :— 
** Illa inclyta Roma, . .. 
** Septemque una sibi muro circumdabit arces." 
in. vi. 783. 
Cicero:— 


** Hoc tu indaga, ut soles ; ast hoc magis: e£ 
torews émraAÓQov." —Ad Attic., vi. 5. 


Horace :— 
** Di quibus septem placuere colles." 
Carm. Sec. T. 
"Tibullus :— 


** Carpite nunc tauri de septem montibus her- 
bas.” —ii. 5, 55. 

Ovid :— 

** Sed quz de septem totum circumspicit orbem 
Montibus imperii Roma deümque locus." 

Trist.i. 4, 69. 

Martial, celebrating the view from the Jani- 

culum, writes :— 


** Hinc septem dominos videre montes 
, Et totum licet æstimare Romam.”—iv. 64, II. 


Claudian :— 
** Aurea septem-geminas 
Roma coronet arces,” —xii. I9 (ed. Gesner). 

Prudentius :— 
** Divüm favore cum puer Mavortius 

Fundaret arcem septicollem Romulus." 

Peristeph. x. 412. 

See, in loc., Wetstein, Wordsworth (Sequel 
to Letters to Gondon, xi.), Alford. 


NOTE D ON VER. ro—T HE SEVEN HEADS 
AND TEN HORNS. 


The “Seven Heads” (or “ Kings”) are 
variously understood (see on ch. xiii, 1) :— 


I. As Seven Kingdoms :—a. (1) Egypt, (2) 
Assyria, (3) Babylonia, (4) Medo-Persia, (5) 
Grecia, (6) Rome, (7) The Roman Em- 
pire reconstituted after the Barbaric inva- 
sions:—so Auberlen, Keil (Oz Daniel, Engl. 
tr. p. 279), Hengst., Alford. Stern partially 
accepts this classification: he omits Egypt, 
and divides (4) into Media as the third, and 
Persia as the fourth Kingdom,—the seventh 
“ Head” being a new heathen power which 
in the Last Days is to rule the nations from 
Rome. 

b. (1) Assyria, (2) Babylonia, (3) Persia, (4) 
Macedonia, (5) Syria under Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, (6) Rome, (7) The “ ‘Ten Horns” of 
ver. 12 combined into a seventh Apocalyptic 
"World-kingdom :—so Hofmann, and Ebrard. 

c. (1) Babylonia, (2) Medo-Persia, (3) 
Macedonia, (4) Syria, (5) Egypt, (6) Heathen 
Imperial Rome, (7) “The Imperial power of 
Germany :"—so Words. The same principle 
of interpretation was adopted by Andreas (for 
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whom the seventh World-kingdom began 
with Constantine, and the eighth is the King- 
dom of Antichrist), Beda, N. de Lyra. 

d. For Godet's opinion, see on ch. xiii. x. 


II. As the Seven forms of Roman govern- 
ment, Republican and Imperial :—i. (1) Kings, 
(2) Consuls, (3) Decemviri, (4) Military 
‘Tribunes, (5) Dictators, (6) Emperors, (7) 
'The rule of Odoacer. So Calovius, whom 
Vitringa (p. 771) calls “ Anonymus ;” adding 
that Launoy—who also understood by the 
* Kings" the forms of government at Rome 
—substituted for Odoacer, the series of Popes 
who, before they gained temporal power, had 
constituted the seventh King, and after they 
gained it, became the eight King of ver. 11. 
Mede understands the same forms of govern- 
ment, but regards the ‘‘ False Prophet” (ch. xiii. 
11) or Roman Bishop as the seventh: “the last 
Head of the Beast is indeed but the seventh, 
yet in some respects is an eighth [see ver. 11 |," 
for the Sixth Head, or rule of the Czssars—thet 
“which was” in St. John's day— declined at 
length to a Demi-Cesar confined to the West, 
which being in some sort diverse from the 
former, takes the seventh place, and makes the 
* False Prophet" the eighth. But being, as in 
name, so in substance, the same Cesar with 
the former, ‘the False Prophet’ (in whose 
time the Whore rides the Beast) is still in 
order the seventh. ‘The ‘ False Prophet,’ be- 
ginning his dominion as soon almost as the 
Demi-Cezsar, is therefore in order of time the 
seventh as well as he;"—though the Demi- 
Cesar is soon gone, the ‘ False Prophet’ still 
survives, succeeding him as it were an eighth 
(Opp. pp. 524,922). ii. To the preceding may 
be added: “Septem capita esse septem illos 
montes [scil. Rome], et etiam septem Reges, 
quo numero intelliguntur omnes Romani Im- 
peratores,”—Bellarmine (de Rom. Pont. iii. 5). 
ii. Vitringa notes (see above on the inter- 
pretation of Calovius): * Longe magis mihi 
arridet systema Anonymi" (p. 773); but he 
proceeds to suggest a new interpretation, 
viz. that the *Seven Kings" of the mystical 
Babylon, or the seven more eminent Popes, 
are intended by the * Seven Heads" of the 
Beast,—that is to say, before the Reformation, 
Gregory VIJ., Alexander III., Innocent III., 
Boniface VIIL, John XXII.;—and after the 
Reformation, Paul III., and Paul V. (see also 
his note on ch. xiii. 1, p. 592). iv. Akin to this 
is the following interpretation,—the “Seven 
Kings" denote the Patriarchs of Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Antioch, Constantinople, Rome, 
Gaul, Spain; so Cocceius. 


III. Allegorical explanations :—a. The Seven 
capital vices—the pride of the lion, the avarice 
of the tiger, the luxury of the bear, the gluttony 
of the wolf, the envy of the serpent, the anger 
of the viper, the sloth of the ass: so Tirinus 
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on ch. xii. 3 (Comm. in S. Script., 1632, vol. 
iii. p. 581); but he also explains the Dragon’s 
Heads as further denoting “septem sibi 
famulantes reges et regna:” see his notes on 
ch. xiii. r; xvii. 9;—b. On the same principle 
Alcasar (/. c., p. 678) understands the Seven 
Christian persecutions. T 


IV. The literal explanations: The “Seven 
Heads" are Seven personal Rulers—literally 
Seven * Kings, or Emperors of Rome.” 

Mr. Maurice, as a “ Preterist," makes Nero 
the fifth Emperor ; Galba is the sixth (“ the one 
is”); Otho, the seventh (“is not yet come”): 
* When Nero died, it seemed as if the wild 
Beast into which imperial government had 
transformed itself, was extinct; Vitellius 
[‘the eighth’| would show that it lived and 
breathed” (7. c., p. 326). 

This principle is accepted with one con- 
sent by the rationalistic school. The idea, 
however, is by no means original:—see the 
interpretation of St. Hippolytus, as given in 
Note C on ch. xii. 3; and also the method 
of Victorinus (see below Note E), which 
was applied in a manner equally arbitrary by 
Hammond and Grotius. This interpreta- 
tion received a more systematic application 
in 1781 from Corrodi, a Swiss theologian in 
his “ Histoire du Chiliasme;” and through 
Eichhorn (in 1791), and Bleek (in 1820) it 
has become the leading feature of rational- 
istic exegesis. Among modern rationalists, 
Renan (as formerly Wetstein) gives the in- 
terpretation in a form somewhat modified. 
He makes the series of the Roman Cæsars 
to begin with Julius (see Note C on ch. xiii. 
3); but the order of the Emperors is taken 
by the vast majority to be:—(1) Augustus, 
(2) Tiberius, (3) Caligula, (4) Claudius, (5) 
Nero, (6) Galba, (7) Otho, (8) Vitellius, (9) 
Vespasian, (10) Titus. The forms of the 
literal interpretation may, accordingly, be 
classified ; and thus the “Seven Heads” are 
as follows :— 

(a.) The five before Domitian,—(r) Galba, 
(2) Otho, (3) Vitellius, (4) Vespasian, (5) 
Titus; then (6) Domitian, (7) Nerva;— 
so Victorinus. (b.) The Emperors counted 
from the Czsar who first opposed Chris- 
tianity,—(1) Claudius, (2) Nero, (3) Galba, 
(4) Otho, (5) Vitellius, (6) Vespasian, (7) 
Titus, (8) Domitian;—so Hammond and 
Grotius :— He begins from Claudius," writes 
Grotius, “because Tiberius and Caius had 
no knowledge of the Christians: and, as 
Ezekiel always computes times from his 
own deportation, so John also counts the 
Emperors from his” (iz Joc.) (c.) Assum- 
ing that Nero must be the /ft/ Head,—the 
Head “smitten unto death” (ch. xiii. 3),—and 
that the Apocalypse was written before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, i.e, between the 
end of Dec, 69 and the spring of the year 70, 
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under Vespasian (who is, therefore, the 
sixth “Head”)—-Liicke, Bleek, and Düsterd. 
decide on counting thus, (1) Augustus, (2) 
Tiberius, (3) Caligula, (4) Claudius, (5) 
Nero, (6) Vespasian, (7) Titus, (8) Domitian. 
Nero they argue died June 9, A.D. 68. Galba 
was now recognized as Emperor by the 
Senate, and was assassinated January 15, 
A.D. 69, on which day Otho was proclaimed. 
Otho put an end to his own life on April 
17, and was succeeded by Vitellius, who was 
slain Dec. 21. The * Principate” of Vespa- 
sian, however, dated from July 1, A.D. 69, 
on which day “the Legions swore to him at 
Alexandria” (see Merivale, /.c. vol. vi. p. 477). 
The three short reigns of Galba, Otho, and 
Vitellius, Lücke regards as a mere inter- 
regnum, and as not deserving a place in the 
list of Emperors. This interregnum, ac- 
cordingly, following the suicide of Nero, * the 
fifth King,” the last of the line of the Cæsars, 
constituted the * death-stroke” of ch. xiii. 3. 
'The * healing " of the wound was effected by 
Vespasian, “the sixth King,” who restored the 
full power of the Roman Empire by founding 
the new dynasty of the Flavii. The sole proof 
of this theory offered by Diisterd. consists 
in the words with which Suetonius begins his 
life of Vespasian: * Rebellione trium principum 
et cede incertum diu et quasi vagum imperium 
suscepit firmavitque tandem gens Flavia." 
This passage, however, by the mere applica- 
tion of the title * Principes” to the three— 
Galba, Otho, and Vitellius—distinctly re- 
cognizes the right of each to the name of 
Emperor (see Introd. § 4, b). Thus Ovid 
contrasts Romulus with Augustus: 


** Vis tibi grata fuit; florent sub Caesare leges : 
'Tu Domini nomen, Principis ille tenet." 
Fast, ii. 142. 


The title of “ Imperator" conveyed the 
idea of the ruler’s military capacity ; the title 
of “ Princeps" conveyed the idea of the 
highest civil pre-eminence (see Merivale, 7. c., 
iii. p. 452). And consequently as Julius is 
the first (see Note C on ch. xiii 3), and 
Nero the sixth Emperor, so Galba (as Renan 
allows) must be regarded as the seventh. 
This theory, indeed, of Lücke and D üsterd. 
has been devised in order to preserve some 
slight authority for the Apocalypse as a pro- 
phetical Book (see on ver. 11); but it is 
utterly extinguished by the light of history. 
(d.) On the rationalistic principle pure 
and simple, the * Seven Kings" are the Seven 
Cesars beginning with Augustus,—Nero 
being thus the fth: Galba is the sixth, 
and his advanced age indicates that a new 
reign is close at hand. * Every one in the year 
68 must have known’ that Galba's successor, 
the seventh “ King,” would be either Otho or 
Vitellius; and as St. John ‘believed’ (see ch. 


xiii. 5) that the world was to come to an 
end in three years and a half, the reign of 
this seventh must be of short duration. Then 
comes the eighth, or Nero returning from the 
Abyss as Antichrist:—so Volckmar, in loc. ; 
so Ewald; and also, De Wette, Credner, 
Guericke, Réville, Scholten, Krenkel, &c. 
Reuss lays down the principle of this school: 
“The Beast is the seat of the ‘Woman’; 
consequently something local—an Empire 
which has ‘Seven Kings’ at its head (sept 
tétes):”—the reigning Head, the sixth, is 
Galba. 

Renan, who understands history, argues dif- 
ferently ;—although he too accepts the “ Nero- 
fable" (*cette idée, mére de l'Apocalypse;" 
p. 351) namely, that the dead Nero was 
to return as Antichrist ;—and he concludes: 
The * Seven Heads” arethe Seven Emperors 
from Julius Cæsar to Galba. Galba, the 
seventh, reigns for the moment, but he is old 
and feeble. The sixth, Nero, who is at the 
same time the Beast and one of the “Seven 
Kings,” is not dead according to popular 
belief; he will reign again (the final cata- 
strophe being only three and a half years 
distant); he will thus be the eighth King; 
and will then perish (p. 433):—On the 
* Nero-fable,” see Note E. 

(e.) Stuart regards it as indifferent whether 
we begin with Julius or Augustus ; z.e., whe- 
ther Nero or Galba is the sixth: St. John 
only seeks to cover the ground till the close of 
the persecution then raging ; and Otho's short 
reign would make no difference (7. c., p. 325). 

(f.) That no eccentricity of interpretation 
should be wanting, Rinck (s. 62) combines 
the principle of Hammond and Grotius (see 
above b.) and the arbitrary hypothesis of 
Lücke (see above c.), with the Nero-fable; 
—He begins with the Emperor whom he 
assumes to have been the first persecutor, (1) 
Caligula; then come (2) Claudius, (3) Nero, 
(4) Vespasian, (5) Titus, (6) Domitian, (7) 
Nerva—and Nero revived is to be regarded 
as a prophetical and indefinite unit (“ Eins”) 
for all the Czsars who follow until the sub- 
version of the Roman Empire. 


V. The hypothesis of Züllig is still more 
eccentric: The Beast is Edom—that is .to 
say, false Judaism. In x Chron. i. 43-50, we 
find the names of eight kings of Edom. The 
fourth is named Hadad ; and, consequently, 
the eighth, who is also named Hadad, “is 
of the [previous] Seven” (see ver. r1);— 
or, perhaps, in the catalogue of Gen. xxxvi. 
the name should be always written Hadar (as 
in ver. 39, where the Hebrew "is put for 
71);—or,again, it might be Harad, the root 
of the name Herod. Now the Herods sprang 
from Edom; and we have accordingly, in 
these eight kings, types of the new Edomite 
kings over Israel,—viz. (1) Herod the Great, 
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(2) Archelaus, (3) Philip, (4) Herod Antipas, 
(5) Agrippa L, (6) Herod of Chalcis, (7) 
Agrippa II. (Acts xxv. 13), whom Josephus 
(B. J., ii. 17) and Justus of Tiberias (ap. 
Phot. Cod. xxxiii.) name as the seventh and 
last of these kings, who reigned until A.D. 
roo (see Winer R. WW. B., art. Herodes). 
'This conclusion is shared by Herder and 
Wetstein; who regard the entire Beast as 
the Judaism which persecuted Christianity. 
On the reference to * Edom" see Renan, 
quoted on ch. xiv. 8. 


VI. The “Kings” understood by the 
Greek interpreters: see I. Williams quoted 
On ver. 9. 


VII. The interpretation of the *Futu- 
rists ;"— 

i. (a) See the theory of Roman Catholic 
Expositors as stated in the note on ver. 18. 

(b) According to Todd (p. 281) and De 
Burgh (*I do believe it is Rome, but 
Rome as it shall be, and not Rome as it 
is,” p. 319) this prophecy relates to Rome 
in that future time to which this Vision 
refers. 

ii. Bengel is partly a “Futurist” :—The 
prophecy, he writes, regards “Seven Moun- 
tains” according to the times of the Beast, in 
which the Palatine is deserted, and the Vatican 
flourishes. The “Seven Heads” have not a 
double meaning; but one only compounded 
of a Mountain and a King :—There is (1) the 
Mons Celius and on it the Lateran with 
Gregory VII. and his successors ;—(2) Mons 
Vaticanus with the temple of St. Peter, from 
Boniface VIII.;—(3) Mons Quirinalis, with 
the temple of St. Mark, and the Quirinal 
Palace, from Paul II. ;—(4) Mons Esquilinus, 
with the temple of St. Maria the Greater, from 
Paul V. From these four spots, Papal Bulls 
given from the City, have been dated: no 
fifth, sixth, or seventh ** Mountain” has as yet 
been so respected by the Popes.  Bengel 
considers that this fact establishes the truth 
of his interpretation. 


VHI. In the Chronicle of Roger de Hove- 
den (ed. of the “ Master of the Rolls,” vol. iii. 
p. 75) under the year 1190, we are told of an 
interview at Messina between Richard I. and 
the Abbot Joachim. ‘The Chronicler thus 
reports Joachim's explanation of this verse: 
“í There are Seven Kings’; namely Herodes, 
Nero, Constantius, Maumet, Melsemutus, 
Saladinus, Antichristus; of these ‘ five’ have 
fallen; ... “and one is, namely Saladinus, 
who at this time oppresses the Church 
of God, and keeps possession of it with 
the Sepulchre of our Lord, and the Holy 
City Jerusalem; . . . . ‘one of them is not 
Jet come, namely Antichristus. Concerning 
this Antichristus, the same Joachim says 
that he is already born in the city of 
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Rome, and will be elevated to the Apostolic 
Sce 

On this Professor Stubbs notes that the ex- 
planation of the present verse given in Joachim's 
Commentary (Venice, 1527) *is not in close 
agreement with the account given in Benedict 
and Hoveden, but is not sufficiently incon- 
sistent with it to prove the latter to be a 
fabrication. The Bollandists contend that 
the whole account is a forgery, but this is 
extremely improbable" (żb., p. 76). Professor 
Stubbs adds that Joachim, in his Commentary, 
had made the fourth Head to be Chosroes, 
king of Persia, “ sub quo perditus Maometus 
invaluit"; the /ffzb the Emperor Henry I.; 
while the seventh begins with Frederick II.:— 
* but this was probably written after the 
quarrel of Frederick Il. with the Papacy." 
Melsemutus was *the second monarch of 
the Almohad dynasty." 


Among the interpretations of the “Ten 
Horns” we meet the following :— 

I. i.) According to Vitringa: Ten King- 
doms arise out of the fragments of the Roman 
Empire, and are recognized in the world, in 
organized form, about the time of the appear- 
ance of Antichrist, in Cent. xi. The king- 
doms are (1) Gaul, (2) Spain, (3) Germany, 
(4) England, (5) Scotland, (6) Denmark, (7) 
Sweden, (8) Hungary, (9) Bohemia, (10) 
Poland; all ready to recognize the supre-. 
macy of the See of Rome ;—(ii.) Hengst. and 
Words.: They are Kings or Kingdoms, as 
Daniel's Vision explains (ch. vii. 24), growing , 
out of the Roman Empire at its dismember- 
ment;—(ii.) Alford: Ten European powers 
arising out of Daniel's Fourth Kingdom; 
*not the Roman Empire merely, but the 
aggregate of the Empires of this world as 
opposed to Christ;" *in the precise number 
and form here indicated, they have not yet 
arisen (see on ch. xiii. 2) ;"—(1v.) I. Williams 
does not consider that these Tez Horns are the 
same as the ten in Daniel, or the Kings that 
destroyed the Roman Empire: Tez signifies 
(see St. August., De Civ. Dei, xx. 7) univer- 
sality of dominion; and as the seven heads in 
Daniel, all meeting here in one, intimate that 
the kingdoms of the world will form this one 
body, so its ‘Ten Horns’ represent all the 
great and powerful of the world which it 
sways.  Antichrist leagued with the world 
will war with the Lamb (Ps. ii. 2, 3, p. 346) ; 
—(v.) Auberlen: ‘ Individual small king- 
doms" which give their power to the anti- 
christian Kingdom: “ That three of them are 


On the application of these words by Bishop 
Hurd (Sermons on the Study of Prophecy, p. 235), 
and by Bishop Newton (4. c., on ch. xi. I-14), 
see Dr. S. R. Maitland’s Letter to kev. W. Digby, 
p. 64, &c. 
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humiliated in doing so, is mentioned in Dan. 
vii. 8, and is not repeated but presupposed 
by John” (p. 303). “The non-existence of 
the Beast,” he adds, “embraces the whole 
Germanic Christian period:" the sealing of 
the wound has already begun; the return 
of the Beast is prepared in the principles 
of the Revolution of 1789—* In Napoleon, 
despotism sanctioning revolution, and proving 
that the Beast even in this shape can carry 
the Harlot ;—In Socialism ;—1n Communism.” 
At what period the seventh Kingdom shall 
pass over into the eighth, God alone knows, 
* Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times?" (Matt. xvi. 3) ;—(vi.) Ebrard: The 
'Ten Kingdoms are here spoken of, not so 
far as they lie concealed as its component 
parts in the sixth, or Roman World-empire, 
but so far as, on the cessation of Roman 
power, they come forward with independent 
authority and constitute the seventh World- 
empire: 

II. Zullig (see above) refers to Gen. xxxvi. 
40; I Chron. i 51, where elven princes 
(Heb. alluphim ; A.V. “ dukes”) of Edom are 
enumerated (ii. s. 327). The Rabbins, how- 
ever, reduce these e/even, to ten (see Eisenm. 
i. 734, 781): and R. Bechai, reads in the 
case of the last two names, either “duke 
Magdiel of the city Iram;” or “duke Iram of 
the city Magdiel.” The word alluphim, more- 
over, signifying friends, confidants, allies, the 
modern antitypes of the provincial rulers of 
Edom-—rulers of Ten smaller kingdoms of 
Edom—now make common cause with the 
Beast. 

III. “ Preterists " :—Mr. Maurice considers 
that these * Horns” are significant of that 
military force upon which the Empire rested. 
The “Ten Kings” are the commanders of the 
Legions in the different provinces: “There 
could be no more faithful account of an 
organized anarchy” (p. 327). 

The rationalistic school are unanimous in 
finding in the historical circumstances of St. 
John’s age, the interpretation of this symbol. 


(a) The Ten Horns are the Proconsuls and- 


Imperial Legates of the ten chief provinces, 
or nationalities of the Empire :—e.g. Réville 
(p. 121) reckons up (1) Spain, (2) Gaul, (3) 
Germany, (4) Italy, (5) Greece, (6) Asia, 
(7) Syria, (8) Palestine, (9) Egypt, (10) 
Africa; and Renan enumerates, (1) Italy, (2) 
Achaia, (3) Asia, (4) Syria, (5) Egypt, (6) 
Africa, (7) Spain, (8) Gaul, (9) Britain, (10) 
Germany,—adding, “ Apoc. xvii. 12 rend ceci 
clair" (p.413). And so Ewald, Volkmar, H. 
Gebhardt, who refer the “ one hour” (ver. 10) 
to the short continuance of Nero as Anti- 
christ. (b) Others, e.g. Eichhorn, De Wette, 
Bleek and Krenkel, understand the Parthian 
Kings who were to cross the Euphrates (ch. 
xvi. 12) as allies of Nero. (c) Wetstein 


applies the symbol to the Ten leaders of the 
Flavian parties. 

IV. Stern understands that Antichrist, in 
the last times will acquire the Empire of the 
world, and conquer Babylon by the help of 
the * Ten Horns’ —i. e., supported by Ten (a 
number used figuratively for tolerably many) 
smaller kingdoms, which have not yet attained 
independent strength, but which, out of 
jealousy towards all-powerful Babylon, ally 
themselves with Antichrist, and deposit in 
his hands all the warlike means which they 
possess. And thus Babylon—R ome become 
godless—will be destroyed (s. 382). 

V. Düsterd. allows that the “Ten Horns 
(wv. 3, 7) serve to identify the Beast here 
with the Beast already described ; but he gives 
up “every concrete, historical reference of the 
“Ten Horns.” What is said here of the 
“Ten Kings" is simply borrowed from Dan. 
vii. 24, in order to finish off “ the Apocalyptic 
picture.” If we look for “the relative fulfil- 
ment” of the prophecy we find it in this, that 
henceforward Emperors are to attain to 
power only by means of intestine strife, and 
through conflicts which must tend to the 
destruction of the City (s. 518). 


NOTE E ON VER. 11 —T HE NERO-F ABLE. 


The origin and growth of the “ Nero- 
fable” render it easy to estimate the proba- 
bility of its having had any influence on the 
composition of the Apocalypse. Let im- 
partial history tell the source of this fiction. 

Dean Merivale (Hist. of tbe Romans under 
the Empire, vol. vi. p. 365, ed. 1858) writes: 
“Nero perished on the 9th of June (A.D. 
68) at the age of thirty years and six months, 
in the fourteenth year of his principate. . . . 
Some unknown hands were found to strew 
flowers on his sepulchre, and the rival King 
of Parthia adjured the Senate to do honour 
to his memory (Suet. Ner. 50, 57). Un- 
doubtedly the Romans regarded with peculiar 
feeling the death of the last of the Cæsars " 
[Sueton. Galba i; “ Progenies Cæsarum in 
Nerone defecit ”]. . . . * Yet these circum- 
stances would not have sufficed to impart a 
deep mystery to the event, without the pre- 
disposition of the people to imagine that the 
dynasty which had ruled them for four gene- 
rations could not suddenly pass away finally 
and irrevocably. The idea that Nero still 
survived, and the expectation of his return to 
power, continued long to linger among them. 
More than one pretender arose to claim his 
empire, and twenty years later a false Nero 
was protected by the Parthians, among whom 
he had taken refuge, and only surrendered tothe 
repeated and vehement demands of the Roman 
Government ” [Suet. Nero, 57 ; Tac. Hist. ii. 8 
—‘Achaia et Asia falso exterrite, velut Nero 
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adventaret"]. “This popular anticipation 
was the foundation, perhaps, of the common 
persuasion of the Christians, when the death 
of the prince was no longer questioned, that 
he should revisit the earth in the character of 
Antichrist ; and both Romans and Christians 
seem to have combined in believing that the 
East, and possibly that Jerusalem itself 
would be the scene of his reappearance." 
[Compare Suetonius Nero, 40: “ Praedictum 
a mathematicis Neroni olim erat, fore ut 
quandoque destitueretur. . . Sposponderant 
tamen quidam destituto Orientis domina- 
tionem, nonnulli nominatum regnum Hiero- 
solymorum, plures omnis pristine fortunz 
restitutionem "]. “There ‘will be different 
opinions whether this idea sprang originally 
from the Christians or the Romans; probably 
it was the result of a common feeling reaching 
from one to the other” (p. 368). And again 
(A.D. 89): “During the progress of these 
distant wars Domitian had been disturbed, 
though only for a moment, by the appearance 
of a pretended Nero, who threw himself on 
the support of the King of Parthia, if he was 
not in fact set up by the Parthians to annoy 
the chief of the rival Empire. This event oc- 
curred perhaps in 89. . . The Romans were 
at last disabused of the imposture regarding 
their late tyrant, which had so long floated 
before their eyes ; but the fable survived among 
the Jews and Christians, for many generations 
after the fall of the Flavian dynasty ” [ż.e., after 
the death of M. Aurelius, A.D. 180]—/.c., vol. 
vil. p. TIT 

The pretender here mentioned, A.D. 89, 
was the third and last of the “ false Neros." 

As to the growth of this fiction, and its 
application to the interpretation of the Apoca- 
lypse, it is to be observed,— 

Firstly,—That the obscure reference in 
Rev. xiii. 3, to one of the Heads of the Beast 
as “though it had been smitten unto death,” 
and to the subsequent healing of its wound, 
has been found in some early and fantastic 
writers applied to Nero. E.g.:— 


bray y éravéA0n 
èk Tepdrev yalns ó puys pntpoxrdvos éXA0óv. 
Orac. Sibyll, viii. 70, 71. 


This Sibylline book is ascribed by critics 
to Cent. ii. or iii. The fourth book, however, 
ascribed to the year 79, is apparently the 
earliest Christian notice of the * Nero-fable,” 
—see Introd. § 4, b. No. (30); and Note E 
on ch. ii. 20. Sulpicius Severus (circ. A.D. 
401), (Chron. ii. 28, ap. Corp. Script. Eccl. 
Lat. ed. Halm., vol. i. p. 82), describes Nero 
as one *qui persecutionem primus inciperet: 
nescio an. et postremus explerit, siquidem 
opinione multorum receptum sit, ipsum ante 
Antichristum venturum." And again: “ In- 
terim Nero humanis rebus eximitur, incer- 
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tum an ipse sibi mortem consciverit: certe 
corpus illius non repertum. Unde creditur, 
etiam si se gladio ipse transfixerit, curato 
vulnere ejus servatus, secundum illud quod 
de eo scriptum est: ‘et plaga mortis ejus 
curata est, sub seculi fine mittendus, ut 
mysterium iniquitatis exerceat ”—żb., c. 29, 
p. 84. 

Secondly, — Y hat ch. xvii. 8 is relied upon in 
order to prove that Nero is intended by the 
reference in ch. xiii. 3, and that he is to 
return from the Abyss as the embodied Anti- 
christ. 

Now, not to argue again that one can hardly 
understand by the whole Beast in ch. xvii. 8 
Nero only, who is typified in ch. xiii. 3 as one 
of the Beast's Heads, it is to be noted—(1) 
That this interpretation ascribes to St. John 
a superstitious belief in a fable which even 
the heathen rhetorician Dion Chrysostom, 
who lived under Domitian, scoffed at? (Orat. 
xxxi., ed. Reiske, t. i. p. 504) ;—(2) That it is 
doubtful in the highest degree whether the 
Nero-fable existed even at the end of Cent. ii. 
in the form in which Rationalists wish to find 


! The source of this interpretation was plainly 
St. Martin of Tours, whose life was written by 
Sulpicius. This life includes an account of St, 
Martin's intercourse with angelic beings (** Con- 
stat autem etiam angelos ab eo plerumque 
visos "— Vita, 21, íb., p. 130), and of the reve- 
lations imparted to him by the Angels Of 
these visions a fuller account is given by his dis- 
ciple Gallus (DzaZ. i. 1, 2b. p. 152), who informed 
Sulpicius of the things * quee Martino angelus 
nunciavit? : e.g. of the end of the world,— 
* Neronem et Antichristum prius esse ven- 
turos: Neronem in occidentali plaga subactis 
decem regibus imperaturum, persecutionem ab 
eo eatenus exercendam, ut idola gentium coli 
cogat." Antichrist is to rule in the East from 
Jerusalem ; he is to destroy Nero, and is himself 
to be destroyed by the coming of Christ: ** Non 
esse autem dubium quin Antichristus malo 
spiritu conceptus jam natus esset et jam in 
annis puerilibus constitutus, etate legitima 
sumpturus imperium.” —Dzal. ii. 14, íb. p. 197. 

* For his liberality, writes Dion Chrysostom, 
Nero was pre-eminent (rovro 8) udAiwma Tepl~ 
fiv 6 Népwy) ; and also for his despotic character. 
Consequently men revolted from him, and com- 
pelled him to destroy himself,—iyd-ykacay rw 
mote TpómQ amrodccOa abtdy. oddérw yap kal 
viv Toró ye SjAdy stw. eel Tay ye BAAwY 
€vekey oùðèv ékóAvev adroy BaciXebeiw Toy üravra 
xpóvov, öv ye kal viv eri mdvres emiOuuodor (fiv. 
oi è mAcioror kal otovrar, kal [or kaíro:] Tpórov 
Tà OVX Tag abro) TeÜvmkóros, &àAAà moAAdKiS 
perà Tv opóðpa oimücvrov abrbv (Qv id. 
These words Reimarus (a. Dion. Cass., p. 1056) 
renders thus: “Et adhuc omnes cupiunt eum 
vivere, plurimi quoque putant: quanquam non 
semel, sed multoties quodammodo mortuus sit, 
una cum iis qui tantopere sibi persuaserant eum 
vivere," 
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itinSt. John. On the contrary, there is clear 
proof that the original “ Nero-fable ” assumed 
that form in which, by an anachronism, 
Rationalists find it in the Apocalypse, from 
combining with it a misinterpretation of 
2 'hess.ii; Rev. xiii 3; xvii 8. It is not 
said by Suetonius, or Tacitus, or Dion Chry- 
sostom, that the popular delusion amounted 
to this —that Nero, really dead, was to re- 
turn to life from the nether world; but 
merely that it was not known in what manner 
he had perished (*vario super exitu ejus 
rumore, eoque pluribus vivere eum fingenti- 
bus credentibusque."— Tac. Hist. ii 8), 
and that the report had arisen that he was 
not dead, but had fled to Parthia, whence 
he was to return to punish his enemies 
(* quasi viventis et brevi magno inimicorum 
malo reversuri."—Sueton. Nero., 57). Thus 
in the passages already referred to from the 
Sibylline Oracles he is represented as a fugi- 
tive (dvyás, pevyov): and so Lactantius 
when tracing the origin of the fable to the 
Sibyllines represents the matter: “ Dejectus 
itaque fastigio imperii ac devolutus a summo 
tyrannus impotens nusquam repente com- 
paruit, ut ne sepulturz quidem locus in terra 
tam male bestie adpareret. Unde illum 
quidam deliri credunt esse translatum ac 
vivum reservatum, Sibylla dicente, * Matrici- 
dam progressum a finibus esse venturum," &c. 
(De Morte Persec. c. 2). Lactantius knows 
nothing of the re-animation and return of the 
dead Nero; and the uncertainty as to the 
place of Nero's burial is easily explained by 
the words of Eutropius,— exsequias Ne- 
ronis, quz humiliter sepultz fuerant" (Hist. 
Rom. vii. 18). And thus in the time of 
Lactantius (A.D. 325) the “ Nero-fable," 
which he describes as a delusion, had not yet 
taken the shape in which it is now sought 
to find it in the Apocalypse See Düsterd. 
in loc.; Alexandre, Excursus ad Sibyll. VI., 
pars ii., c. 16. 

Victorinus (if indeed the words ascribed 
to him are genuine—see Cave, Hist. Lit., i. p. 
147; and Note G on xiii. 18) appears to apply 
the Nero-fable to the Apocalypse. It seems 
probable however that the passage is an in- 


terpolation due to one of those writers who 


are spoken of with little respect by Ambro- 
sius Autpertus in the eighth century :—see 
Introd. § 4, b. 

The words of Victorinus are as follows :— 
“One is,” ie, (1) Cesar Domitianus; “ fve 
have fallen,” «., (2) Domitian’s brother Titus, 
(3) his father Vespasian, (4) Otho, (5) Vitel- 
lius, (6) Galba. “ Another is not yet 
come," ie, (7) Nerva, who continued but a 
short while, scarcely two years. “The 
Beast is ‘of the Seven, ”—i. e., Nero reigned 
before those Emperors; “and is the eighth 
(octava), for, when the Beast shall come 
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again, count thou the eighth place; “quoniam 
in illo [viz. Antichristo] est consummatio" 
(l c, p. 61). The Head smitten to death, 
and then Zea/ed (ch. xiii.-3), denotes Nero, for 
he killed himself with his own sword; him, 
“ suscitatum Deus mittet regem dignum 
dignis, et Christum qualem meruerunt Judai.” 
As he will bear another name the Jews will 
receive him as Christ. He will rise again 
from Hell, as Ezekiel (xxxi. 4) says, “ Aqua 
nutriet illum, et infernus auxit illum.” 

St. Augustine is really the first writer who 
mentions the “ Nero-fable ” in connexion with 
the interpretation of Scripture ; but it is with 
reference to 2 Thess. ii., and not to Rev. xvii. 
* No one doubts," observes St. Augustine, 
“that St. Paul has spoken in 2 Thess. ii. of 
Antichrist and the day of judgment." He 
confesses that he does not understand verses 
6-8 :—'* Some think that this is said of the 
Roman Empire,iand therefore that Paul the 
Apostle expressed himself obscurely lest he 
might incur the charge of wishing ill to the 
Roman Empire," “ut hoc quod dixit, * Jam 
enim mysterium iniquitatis operatur; Ne- 
ronem voluerit intelligi; cujus jam facta 
velut Antichristi videbantur. Unde nonnulli 
ipsum resurrecturum, et futurum Antichristunz 
suspicantur. Alii vero, nec eum occisum 
putant, sed subtractum potius, ut putaretur 
occisus: et vivum occultari in vigore ipsius 
etatis, in qua fuit cum crederetur extinctus, 
donec suo tempore reveletur, et restituatur in 
regnum. Sed multum mihi mira est hec 
opinantium tanta presumptio.”—De Civ. Dez, 
XX. I9. St. Augustine makes no reference 
whatever to the Apoc. in this connexion.' 

As to the fact dwelt upon by Lücke, Bleek, 
and others, that the * Nero-fable” was be- 
lieved in by the Christians of the first century 
independently of the Apocalypse—in proof 
of which the words quoted above from the 
Sibylline books are adduced—we may ob- 
serve that not a word is said by any 
ancient writer of the miraculous recovery 
of Nero (a notion founded by modern 
critics on Rev. xiii. 3), or of his rising 
again from the Abyss (founded on Rev. 
xvii. 8);—all that is said applies not to 
Nero himself but to the false Nero, who, 
shortly after the eruption of Vesuvius, raised 
the standard of revolt in the East, under the 
reign of Titus; and who perished miserably. 
The references of the Sibyllist are simply in 
accordance with the affected mystery in which 
his pretended oracles are involved:—nothing 
is said of what the false Nero is to accomplish, 


1 St. Jerome (on Dan. xi. 28) mentions that 
many regarded Nero as the Antichrist spoken of 
by Daniel,—‘‘ Domitium Neronem Antichris- 
tum fore” :—but there is no reference to the 
Apocalypse. 
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or even of the capture by him of Rome. 
The contrary? follows from the Sibylline 
verse that comes next after those relied upon 
in proof of the fable ;— The false Nero 


"H£ei, kal '"Póuns 6 vyàs, péya &yxos &elpcv, 
Edoparny diaBas mordas Gua pupiddecowv,—- 


And the result is :— 


TAjwov " Avrióxeia, oF 8$ wrddw oùkér &povaw, 
B. iv. 138-140. 


'This passage merely speaks of Antioch and 

other places in the East suffering much from 

the fugitive'sreturn; but of Antichrist, or his 

connexion with Nero not a word is said. See 

Hengst., ii. p. 79 &c.; Thiersch, Versuch der" 
Herst. fiir die Kritik des N. T., s. 410, ff. 

No historical grounds indeed can be 
alleged for asserting that St. John in Rev. 
xil. 3 adopted a popular delusion widely 
diffused in his time, as to the return of 
Nero who was to be raised from the dead. 
The belief did not exist in St. John's age; 
and no one, as yet, has ventured to maintain 
that St. John was himself the concocter of 
this form of the * Nero-fable." The sole 
historical fact round which this fable has 
gathered, is the existence of Pretenders who 
assumed the name of Nero. 

A fable of this nature which, like other 
popular myths, has grown up so slowly, is 
not peculiar to any one age or race. The 
legend of King Arthur as not dead, but 
sleeping on the Eildon hills, lived long in the 
hearts of the people of Britain. ‘The belief in 
the return of Frederick Barbarossa is still 
cherished by the German peasant. A similar 
expectation filled Portugal in a later and 
more historic age (A.D. 1578) when the fate 
of the chivalrous Sebastian was involved in 
some mystery after his defeat by the Moors. 
Michelet having told the death of the last 
Duke of Burgundy, adds: “Il n'était pas 
facile de persuader au peuple que celui dont 
on avait tant parlé était bien vraiment mort. 


1 We read to this effect in B. iv. 145, "H£e 
® eis 'Ao(gv mXoUros péyas, bv more '"Póum 
[ovanoaca], as it had been said in B. iii. 350- 
352, 'Ommóca ðaspopópov ' Aaíns ómebétoro '"Páum, 
Xphuard kev tpls rocoa Sedetera Eumardw ? Aacis 
"Ek ‘Pduns, óXofjv k. T. A. 

Alexandre refers these notices of a restoration 
to Asia of the wealth plundered from it by 
Rome, to the belief—‘‘ Orientem aliquando præ- 
valiturum " (Sueton. Vespas. 4.5 Tac. Hist. v. 12). 
As Lactantius writes: ** Romanum nomen .... 
tolletur de terra, et imperium in Asiam rever- 
tetur, et rursus Oriens dominabitur" (vii. 15). 
Alexandre explains this popular belief by the 
expectation, derived from the Jews, of the 
approaching kingdom of Messiah (p. 353). 
The words rather point to the hoped-for 
success of the false Nero, 


, 
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Il était caché, disait-on, il était tenu enfermé, 
il était fait moine; les pélerins avaient vu, 
en Allemagne, à Rome, à Jérusalem . . . . Il 
se trouvait des marchands, qui vendraient à 
crédit, pour étre payés au double, alors, que 
reviendrait ce grand duc de Bourgogne."— 
Hist. de France, 17. (See Trench’s * Hulsean 
Lectures,” p. 187). 


NOTE F ON VER. 11—GALBA, OTHO, 
VITELLIUS. 


It has been shown in Note D that 
one of the steps in the proof on which 
the usual rationalistic interpretation of this 
chapter depends, is the omission from the 
series of Roman Emperors of the three 
rulers who intervened between Nero and 
Vespasian,—Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. On 
Otho's defeat at Bedriacum by the generals 
of Vitellius, in April 69, Otho killed him- 
self, after a reign of but ninety-five days,— 
* Nonagesimo et quinto Imperii die,” are the 
words of Suetonius. Vitellius was put to 
death in the following December; and the 
brief duration of these three reigns has led 
Lücke, D üsterd. and others to omit them from 
the order ofthe imperial succession: see, above, 
Note D. Some authorities may indeed be 
quoted in favour of this omission ;— 

The “Paschal Chronicle” (ed. Dindorf. 
P. 459) thus describes the succession after 
Nero :—pera Népova YáAgas éBacidevoev év 
IBnpia, OverédAdvos èv Teppavia, “OOwv emi 
‘Pouns. After mentioning the shortness of 
their reigns, the chronicler proceeds,— Po- 
palov ¢' éBucihevoev Oieamaciavós, making 
Vespasian the seventh emperor, and the suc- 
cessor of Nero—who would thus be the sixth 
(see ib, p. 311). Domitian is reckoned the 
ninth, as succeeding Titus (ib. p. 465. Cf. 
Note C on ch. xiii. 3). In his Chronicle 
Eusebius gives the statement, here copied, 
as to Galba, Otho and Vitellius; but in his 
History (iii. 5) he includes Galba and Otho ^ 
alone between Nero and Vespasian. 

Several writers and chroniclers in like 
manner leave out of the imperial succession 
some one or all of these three Emperors. 
Thus Clemens Alex. in the frst catalogue 
given by him (see Note C on ch. xiii. 3), 
states the order to be * Augustus, "Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba, Vespasian, 
Titus,” &c.; but in the second, “ Julius, 
Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, 
Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian” &c. 
Orosius (lvii. c. 7, 8) gives the succession 
thus: * Quo [Galba] mox oppresso, Otho 
Roma, Vitellius in Germania, Vespasianus in 
Syria, imperia simul atque arma rapuerunt ;” 
where he too seems to omit Otho and 
Vitellius from the list of established Em- 
perors. 
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None of these writers make Vespasian 
either sixth or even seventh Emperor. 

These quotations give more or less support 
to the rationalistic interpretation: but on the 
other hand, there is no doubt whatever that 
the three Emperors were recognized by 
contemporary writers as belonging to the 
line of the Imperial succession,—and, indeed, 
by all subsequent writers who are not in- 
fluenced by subjective theories of history. 
hus Josephus’ (ROJ IV. ctx: 2:3) ext. 9) 
describes in full the succession to Nero of 
Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. Suetonius in- 
cludes them regularly among * ‘The Twelve 
Cesars,” as also does Ausonius, writing of 
the Emperor who followed them: “ His 
decimus, fatoque accitus Vespasianus."— De 
XII. Gesaribus. 

Dion Cassius writes: ovr@ pev oov 6 dABas 
aùrokpdræp dmeOe(x0r (lib. lxiv. p. 1049); the 


! How the changes are rung on this historical 
question may be illustrated by the following con- 
troversy :— 

The fourth chapter of the Epistle of St. Bar- 
nabas (as given in the Cod. Sinaiticus) quotes, 
as. follows, Dan. vii. 24 :—Aéye: 5& oftws kal 
ô mpophTns BaciActar déxa éml THS iis Bashe- 
covo, kal ékavaoticera Ümi70ev avTav uuKpds 
BaciXebs, ds rarewdoe Tpets úp’ èv TY BaciA€éwyr : 
and also Dan. vii. 7, 8.:—kat eióov Tò réraprov 
Ənplov movnpy Kal ioxupdy kal xaXemómTepov 
mapa ndvra rà Onpla ris yis, Kal ws èë adTod 
àvéreiAev Séka képora, kal èg adTa@y uukpbr képas 
mapapuddiov, kal ds eramelywoev bp èv pla v 
peydhov kepárav. 

These words Hilgenfeld (Nov. Test. extr. 
Can., Fasc. ii. p. 66), in opposition to Volk- 
mar, applies to the time of Domitian. Hilgenfeld 
maintains that St. Barnabas here alleges that 
there will reign zz Roman Emperors ; and that 
**the Little Horn," which comes up last, signi- 
fies Nero (€Adav ó vids abro) Katapynoe Toy 
Koipbv rod "Avóuov. (c. xv.)—viz. Nero), who, 
returning as Antichrist, will strike down three 
Emperors who are closely connected one with 
another. These Hilgenfeld takes to be the three 
Flavii—Vespasian, Titus, Domitian—who, added 
to the Seven Roman Emperors of the Apoca- 
lypse (ch. xvii. 10), make up the Zzz with whom 
the Roman Empire is to come to anend. Volk- 
mar, on the other hand, thinks that St. Barnabas 
—correcting St. John, who regarded Nero, re- 
stored to life, tobe the Antichrist whom Messiah 
was to destroy—‘‘regnum Danielis item habuit 
Ceesareum et reges sic numeravit decem: Au- 
gustus, &c., Nero (5); Galba, Otho (2)—nam 
Vitellius apud Alexandrinos non numeratur ; 
Flavii (3) : igitur decadem Caesarum sic implent, 
quorum extremus, Domitianus, maxime fuerat 
adversarius Dei et Messiz Israelis, par fere 
Neroni. Qui sequebantur, Nerva, Traianus, 
Adrianus, efficiebant unam per adoptionem 
dynastiam : tpeis, ú’ êv BaciAeis,"—and that 
it was these three (Dan. vii. 8) who were to be 
overthrown, by one of the preceding Emperors 
restored to life in the character of Antichrist. 
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accession of Otho is next referred to (75., pp. 
1053, 1054); and then (lxv. p. 1060), we read: 
OL de ev TH Poun. . .róv BureAMov . .  avrokpd- 
ropa dvyyópevov,—V espasian's accession being 
recorded in the same manner (see lxvi. p. 
1076). The Emperor Julian numbers them 
among the * Cæsars” (see Note C on ch. 
xiii 3); and Aurelius Victor (De Cesar. i. 
6, 7, 8) equally includes the three as suc- 
ceeding Nero. Epiphanius, who in his An- 
coratus, makes Vespasian succeed Nero (perà 
Népeva Oeameciavós, clx., vol. ii. p. 63), 
speaks of Galba as reigning seven months 
and twenty-six days, of Otho as reigning 
three months and five days, and of Vitellius 
as reigning eighteen months and twelve days 
(De Mensur. et Ponder. cxi., vol. ii. p. 169). 
Petavius (i5. p. 385) points out the error of 
Epiphanius as to these dates, referring to the 
dates given by Dion; but this error does not 
touch thequestion here. Petavius himself (.De 
Ration. Temp. lib. v.—* A 68 Christi ad 96 ") 
gives Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, as following 
Nero and immediately preceding Vespasian 
as Emperors. ‘To the early authorities may 
also be added Sulpicius Severus (A.D. 401), 
who places Galba, Otho, and Vitellius after 
Nero (Chron. ii. 30, p. 84). 

'lTo state the historical conclusion, with 
Dean Merivale :— 

Galba was saluted Imperator by the soldiers 
on the 3rd of April, A.D. 68 (vol. vi. p. 356), 
and his election was sanctioned by the Senate 
(ib., p. 372). On his assassination, Otho 
* stepped through an Emperor's blood into 
the place of the Cæsars” (ib. p. 399). On 
the suicide of Otho, the senators “ met 
immediately and decreed Vitellius, by a single 
act, all the honours and titles which had been 
dealt out from year to year to his pre- 
decessors.”—ib., 431. 


NOTE G ON VER. 11— THE EIGHTH KING. 


Diisterdieck—who does not rely on the 
Nero-fable, but who considers that Domitian 
is the eighth—partly agrees with Grotius and 
Hammond who translate, “the son of one of 
them” (“ filius unius eorum"). Appealing to 
Rom. ix. ro; Matt. i. 3, 5,6; Luke i. 27, they 
make Vespasian the sixth, and his younger 
son Domitian the eighth (see Note D), 
Andreas also explains “sprung from onze of 
their Heads (ós èk mâs airdy).” Both ex- 
planations, however, insert the numeral, which 
is not found in the text; and, therefore, 
Düsterd. understands “the extraction or de- 
scent (‘ Herkunft’) from out of the Seven:” 
“John,” he notes, “does not insist on the 
eighth springing from one of the Seven,—al- 
though this is true,—but on this, that he who 
as the personification of the whole Beast cor- 
responds in a certain measure to all Seven, has 
himself, from out of these Seven, the source 
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of his human personality. Thus the Seven 
collectively stand parallel to the eighth, who is 
the embodiment of the whole Beast " (s. 512). 
It is not said, argues Diisterdieck, that the 
Jifth fallen king (Nero) will return as the 
eighth, but that the eighth, who is still future, 
wil be the personified Beast himself, —even 
he in whom the Beast from the Abyss (ch. 
xi. 7), who now “zs zo£" will reappear. To 
find, therefore, the Nero-fable here, would 
be to ascribe to St. John [as Renan does, 7. c., 
p. 414] *a confusion between the entire 
Beast with ‘Seven’ Heads? (the Roman Em- 
pire), and the Head ‘smitten unto death’ 
(Nero), ch. xiii. 3" See the remark of Schleier- 
macher quoted in the Introduction, § 4, b. 
Burger, disregarding St. John’s usage, ex- 
plains: ‘He—the Beast, Antichrist—‘is of 
the Seven, i.e., he belongs to the number of 
the Seven, for he is the seventh Head (see on 
ch. xiii.3), but he is, at the same time, the 
eigbtb—for, as being the Head ‘ smitten unto 
death, —as being he whose ‘ death-stroke was 
healed, —as being he who ‘is not; and is about 
to come up out of the Abyss’ (ver. 8),—he ap- 
pears as an eighth in the series; and neverthe- 
less is the seventh, for it is one and the same 
person ‘which was, and is not, and shall 
come. This is the ‘Little Horn’ of Dan. 
vii. 8, 20, 21, 24, 25. Accordingly, rising on 
the Head of Daniel’s fourth Beast, among 
its ten horns, exalted over them, and thus 
belonging to that phase of the World-power 
which this fourth Beast typifies, —Antichrist 
will ‘come up’ as the seventh ‘Head, —will 
be ‘smitten unto death,—will seem to retire 
from the stage,—but will return as an eighth, 
and yet be the same as the ‘ Head’ which 
was the seventh.” See on ch. xiii. 3. 
Vitringa, Bengel, Alf. understand that, after 
the “ Seven Heads” of the Beast, the personal 
Antichrist is in the future to appear as an 
eighth. Somewhat similarly Ebrard who 
takes “the sixth King” to be the Roman 
World-power; the seventh World-power to 
be the “ Ten Kings” with the Beast (ver. 12); 
and the eighth World-power to be the Beast 
from the Abyss (ver. 8), or Antichrist (s. 
464 ff.). Ebrard also compares 2 Thess. ii. 3 ff. 
with Dan. vii. 25 ; xi. 36. This opinion is de- 
veloped by Godet :—After the seventh (see on 
ver. 10), * will appear Antichrist—the eighth 
Head, and at the same time the entire monster 
—issuing now not from the sea of the peoples, 
but from the 4byss:” and, Godet adds, accord- 
ing to his peculiar theory, ‘To the astonish- 
ment of the whole earth the possessor of this 
power will be found: to be that Israel [the 
Head “smitten unto death,” ch. xiii. 3; see 
on ch. xiii. 1] which men believed to be erased 
for ever from the list of peoples ;—which shall 
issue, of a sudden, from its tomb as that 
which it really is, the first of the peoples,— 
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that nation to which belongs, whether for 
weal or for woe, the sceptre of the world.” 
(I2 p. 7368). 

I. Williams writes (pp. 341-342): The 
Seven “ Kings,” though mentioned in con- 
nexion with them, are not the Seven * Heads,” 
for the Beast himself is one of the Seven: not 
one of the “Seven Heads" he now himself 
wears, but of the seven Kingdoms of Daniel ; 
as arising out of one of them, the Roman. 
“ The Apocalyptic Beast corresponds with the 
‘Little Horn’ of Daniel, which arises among 
the Ten Horns of this seventh Head, and by 
its rising roots up ZZree, by which it becomes 
itself the eighth” (Dan. vii. 8); “he is pro- 
bably the final Antichrist” : —if there be some 
“confusion” here between being one of the 
Seven and yet one beyond them, the same exists 
in Daniel (vii. 11), where the Beast, being one 
of the Seven Heads, is as it were confounded 
with the ‘ Little Horn’ itself. * An ambiguity 
which the fulfilment alone will explain." 

Auberlen interprets :—' The wounded Head 
has been healed; the World-power has been 
restored to the condition of the preceding 
Kingdoms; a new Kingdom has arisen “in 
which all the Beast’s opposition to God is 
concentrated; . . . . therefore we read of 
an eighth, which proceeds from the seven, and 
is the full manifestation of the Beast-nature." 
* Like Daniel's Little Horn the seventh King- 
dom passes over into an eighth, which is 
not merely one of the Sevez, but is brought 
forth by them, and proceeds from them. This 
is the azZ-christian Kingdom in the strict 
sense of the word.” Not that a personal 
Antichrist will certainly stand “at the head 
of the antichristian Kingdom, for it is pos- 
sible that the eighth, like the preceding “ Seven 
Heads,’ designates a Kingdom, a power, and 
not a person” (/. c., p. 303). 

Wordsworth: “This is descriptive of 
the Roman power as it rose to supremacy 
under the Papacy, and carried the Harlot 
as on a throne. It was an eighth Kingdom, 
and it rose after the Seven, and from them ” 
(see on ver. 10);—it was like the “ Little 
Horn” of Dan. vii. 8: “Rome is the Western 
Babylon; and the Western Babylonian Power 
is, as it were, the octave of the Eastern. The 
Eastern Babylonian Power is the frs? in the 
prophecies of Daniel ; the Western Babylonian ` 
Power is the eighth in those of St. John.” 

Hengstenberg supplies: * He is an * eighth? 
in destruction”; i. e., the Beast himself like 
the Seven, or with the Seven who have al- 
ready fallen, goes as an eighth into perdi- 
tion:—the heathen State comes to an end 
with the seventh phase of the godless World- 
power. We have a commentary on this pas- 
sage in Ch. xix. 11-21. In other words, as 
Hengst. expressly concludes, there is zo eighth . 
Head’; the text limits the number to Seven. 
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kings of the earth, 1 with the merchants 
and mariners, lament over her. 20 The 
saints rejoice for the judgments of God upon 
her. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


2 Babylon is fallen. 4 The people of God 
commanded to depart out of her. 9 The 





[Ver. 1 om. kai.—áAXov dyyeXov. Ver. 2 ev loyvpà povi Aéyov [Erasmus, without any 
authority, here abandoned his codex, and rendered by “èv te xiev? (sic) the in fortitudine of the 
Vulgate. Cf Ps. xxix. 4, LX X.].—daipoviov—[The words kai dvdaki) mavr. ópvéov dka. 
kai, which are wanting in r, and elsewhere, Er. inserted after the Vulgate “et custodia omnis 
volucris immund@ et”). Ver.3 [A omits rod otvov.—C merely reads ris zopv. rod 6vpoV].— 
méroke [so P, 1 (mémoke), T. R.; cf. ch. xiv. 8.—A, C read mérrokav.—N, B read rerrdxact. 
“ merto- pro mero- non potest non pro antiquissimo vitio haberi "—'Tisch.: but compare 
Tò morhpiov rìs mróceos, Isai. li. 17, 22, LXX. —Heb. moyqn = titubatio, * pr. inum quod 
titubatio est, i.e. eam efficit"—Gesenius| Ver. 4 ó Aaós pov £ abre. Ver. 5 ékoAMj- 
Oncav (so 1, for which Er. substituted 7«oAov05cav after the Vulgate pervenerunt). Ver. 6 
om. tpiv.—om. 2nd abrj.—7à dumra. Ver. 7 abríjv [Words. reads abrjv].—ór. KdOnpa. 
Ver. 8 [A omits Kópios].—kpivas. Ver. 9 om. aùrýv.—èr airy. Ver. 10 om. èv. Ver. 11 
em aùrnv. Ver. 12 [B, T. R. read papyapírov.—N reads papyapirov.—A reads papyapirais. 
—C, P read papyapiras|—fvocivov. Ver. 13 add xai duopoy after kwyváp. Ver. 14 cov 
before ris émi8vp.—dmóAero for 2nd dmpdOev.—adra od u) etpnoovow. Ver. 16 om. 1st 
kal.—papyapirn. Ver. 17 ó émi rómov mAéov [1, T. R. read émi rà» mrolov 6 ôpios. 


—FP reads ó émi v. màoiov mAéev]. Ver. 18 BAémovres. 


^ e 3 Fr 
kai ol drzógcToAot. 


Ver. 21 pvdwov. 
oi before čuropot].] 


THE FALL OF BABYLON (1-24). 


The approaching fall of Babylon is an- 
nounced in this chapter (see ver. 21). ‘The 
actual overthrow is assumed to have taken 
place between ch. xviii. 24, and ch. xix. r. In 
ch. xix. 1-10 that overthrow is celebrated. 
The appearance of three Angels (cf. ch. xiv. 
6-13)-exhibits the chief stages of the Vision :— 
(i.) In vv, 1-3 the announcement of ch. xiv. 8 is 
repeated and developed ;—(ii.) The fall of 
Babylon (see ch. xvi. 19), an event still future 
(cf. vv. 4, 8, 9), is described with minute 
details in vv. 4-20 ;—(ili.) The overthrow of 
the City is represented by a significant action 
in vv.21-24. These three Angels have clearly 
no typical signification (see below). The 
narrative follows the division, which has 
marked the Seals, Trumpets, and Vials, into 
seven Clauses, the sixth being divided from 
the seventh by an interposed section. ‘Thus 
we have (1) The fall of Babylon and her sin 
(ch. xiv. 8 ; xvii. 2.) in vv. 1-3 ;—(2) The invi- 
tation to God's people to depart from out 
of her (cf-'Isai. lii. 11), for heriniquities have 
come “in remembrance before God” (ch. xvi. 
19), in vv. 4, 5;—(3) The Angel turns to ad- 
dress thoseswho are to inflict the judgments, 
in vv. 6—8 ;—(4) The lament ofthe “Kings” is 
given in vv. 9, 10;—(5) The lament of the 
“ Merchants” in vv. 11—17 ;—(6) The lament of 
the “Mariners? in vv. 17—19. On thisis inter- 
posed a brief utterance of triumph in ver. 20; 
and then (7) comes the symbolical action 
which declares her overthrow. 

The severance between the World-power 
and the World-City (ch. xvii. 16), and the con- 


Ver. 19 rà mAota. Ver. 20 oi d'ytot 


Ver. 22 [N, A omit mdons réxvgs]. Ver. 23 [A omits 


sequent destruction of the latter by the 
former is a leading event in the history of the 
Church of God, because it signifies the begin- 
ning of the Divine judgment on the anti- 
christian World-power itself, and on its 
prince, Antichrist. This event is announced 
by Heaven; and all the dwellers on earth who 
previously had served the “Harlot,” lament over 
it. In order to typify this event, the present 
chapter combines the overthrow of Babylon— 
the City which desolated Israel by its power 
(see Isai. xili.; xiv. 22,233 xlviii. 20; lii. 11; 
Jer. 1.; li. 6-9), and the ruin of Tyre—which 
led Israel astray by its idolatry and lascivious- 
ness (Ezek. xxvi. ; xxvii.). Hence itis that the 
language of this description is borrowed from 
the language of the former prophets respecting 
the fate of these two cities. The object of 
this chapter, writes Hengst., is “to clothe with 
flesh and blood" the description of ch. xvii. 16; 
and the destruction of heathen Rome isa 
guarantee of the future accomplishment of 
this prediction—see ch. xx. 8, 9. Words. 
notes: “Though Babylon falls, the Beast still 
remains. ‘Therefore the fall of Papal Rome 
will zot be the destruction of the Papacy ” 
(ch. xix. 19). 

Renan considers that St. John, writing as 
a Jewish fanatic, and interpreting in the spirit 
of political hatred the rumours connected 
with Nero’s death, now imagines that the 
rulers of the provinces (see ch. xvii. 16) 
are about to attack and destroy Rome; and, 
taking the destruction of the City to have been 
accomplished, that he here celebrates the fall 
of his enemy (p. 439). 

Reuss illustrates in an instructive manner, 
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ND after these things I saw 
another angel come down from 
heaven, having great power ; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a 
strong voice, saying, ^Babylon the 
great is fallen, is fallen, and is be- 
come the habitation of devils, and 


cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird. 

3 For all nations have drunk of 
the wine of the wrath of her fornica- 
tion, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth are waxed 
rich through the 'abundance of her tor, 


P ch. 14. 8. 


power 


the hold of every foul spirit, and a 


delicacies. 





by the case of this narrative, the modern con- 
ception of “Apokalyptik” as expressed by 
Rationalists :—see Note A at the end of this 
chapter ; and Introd. § 9. 


CHAP. XVIIL.—THE FIRST ANGEL (1-3). 


1. After these things] (Omit “ And "— 
see vv. I). For this formula see on ch. iv. 1, 2. 

another angel| I.e., other than the Angel of 
ch. xvii. 1; cf.x.1. ‘There is no reason what- 
ever for taking this Angel to be Christ (Calov., 
Hengst.);—or the Holy Spirit (Cocceius, 
Vitr.);—or “another of the Vial-Angels,” as 
in ch. xvii. 1 (Bisping) ;—or Luther (Nicolai), 

coming down out of heaven,| Bengel 
connects * another” with “coming down,” 
as if the sense were ‘another besides the last 
who came down from heaven,—see ch. x: 1; 
and so Alf. 


having great authority;| Of this it is 
added as a visible sign— 

and the earth was lightened with his glory.] 
See Ezek. xlii. 2; Luke ii.9; Actsix. 3; xii. 7. 
I. Williams is reminded of “the Angel ascend- 
ing from the East "—ch. vii. 2. 


2. And be cried with a mighty voice, 
saying,| See vv. l/l. ‘The subject here is the 
same as in ch. xiv. 8, but the denunciation is 
more searching. 

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, } 
Cf. Isai. xxi, 9. The aorists here are proleptic. 
Burger suggests that they may denote the 
certainty of what is to happen—see vv. 4-8. 
The fall of Babylon is also foretold in ch. xvi. 
19: see also on ch. xvii. 16." The ruin of the 
World-city is here developed. 

Reuss notes that “the allegory of the 
“W oman’ is replaced by the proper expression.” 

and is become a habitation of devils,| See 
vv. ll. On the word rendered “ devils,”—i.e., 
demons, evil spirits of an inferior order,—see 
the note on ch. ii. 10 ; and cf. ch. ix. 20; xvi. 14. 
For the imagery see Isai. xiii. 19722; xxxiv. 14 
(LXX.); Jer. li. 37. Babylon, destroyed by 
the. Beast from the Abyss (see ch. xvii. 16), 
naturally becomes the habitation of his agents, 
the demons. Cf. also Matt. xii. 43. 


and a hold of every unclean spirit] Gr. a 


prison (see ch. ii. 10 and cf. ch. xx. 7), a place 
of custody (‘‘ the prisoner to his 4o/d retir'd."— 
Dryden) De Wette; Hengst., Bisping under- 
stand a place of banishment. 

and a hold of every unclean and hateful 
bird.|] Another prophetic symbol of desola- 
tion, see Isai. xxxiv. 11;—for Babylon, cf. 
Jer.l. 39; for Nineveh, cf. Zeph. ii. 13, 14. The 
symbol is differently explained by Words. : 
“ Not cage or prison, but place where they are 
safe ; where these ill-omened birds resort or 
keep their vigils.” 


3. For] ‘The sins, on which her judgment 
is grounded, are the cause. 


of the wine of the wrath of her for- 
nication] Compare the text of this verse 
with that of ch. xiv. 8,—see the note on that 
place. Compare, too, the note on ch. xvii. 2. 
(Observe, the Cod. Alex., A, omits the words 
* of tbe avine" : and Cod. C merely reads * of 
the fornication of her wrath.") 


all the nations have drunk;] Unless 
there has been a very ancient error on the 
part of the scribes, as Tischendorf (8th ed.) 
suggests, the weight of authority supports 
the rendering: *For by reason of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
all the nations are fallen,"—a reading 
not obviously in accordance either with the 
context, or the parallel passages, ch. xiv. 8; 
xvii. 2. 

On the other hand compare Isai. li. 17, 22 
(LXX.);— A.V.* the cup of trembling”: see vv. 
li. (The two readings differ merely by the in- 
sertion in the latter verb of the Greek letter 7). 


and the kings of tbe earth committed for- 
nication with ber,| As already stated in ch. 
xvii. 2. 

The * Kings,” according to Reuss, are not 
the allies of Antichrist, come from the East, 
but the numerous minor vassals of the Em- 
pire, who, protected by the central authority, 
tyrannized over the unhappy populations. 

and the merchants of theearth waxed rich] 
‘Through the extensive commerce created by 
her luxury, as explained in the words which 
follow. 


by reason of the abundance] (Cf. ch. viii. - 


v. 4—5.] 


4 And I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of 
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her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues. 
5 For her sins have reached unto 





13) Gr. by the power of, as Marg. Vitr. 
renders copia, and aptly compares Ezek. xxviii, 
4 (LXX.). 


of her wantonness.] This noun (ró 
eTprzrvos) occurs only here in the N. T.; the 
verb only in vv. 7, 9; and the compound verb 
only in r Tim. v. 11 (cf. 2 Kings xix. 28, 
LXX.,—Hebr. shaanan = fastus: Gesen.; 
A. V. tumult). In the verb, writes Archbishop 
Trench, “is properly the insolence of wealth, 
the wantonness and petulance from fulness of 
bread; something of the Latin /ascivire" 
(Synonyms p. 189): cf. Deut. xxxii. 15. De 
Wette renders *by her powerful luxury" 
—‘ von ihrer gewaltigen Ueppigkeit ;" Vulg. : 
* de virtute deliciarumejus ;” Words.: “riotous 
luxury.” Notehere, “merchants ofthe earth” 
combined with “ kings of the earth,”—the two 
expressions denoting the different aspects of 
the phrase so often used to embrace the mass 
of mankind, viz. “they that dwell on the earth,” 
—see on ch. iii. 1o. 


THE SECOND VOICE (4-19). 


4. another voice from heaven,| The second 
Angelic voice,—see vv. 1, 21. To suppose 
with Bengel and Hengst. that * the voice must 
be the voice of Christ," would be opposed to 
the character of the entire passage. 

This “ Voice” now proceeds, as Ebrard notes, 
to develop “ in strophic form " what the Angel 
(wv. 2, 3) had briefly announced. ‘The pas- 
sage accordingly may be divided into six 
strophes, viz. vv. 4, 5; vv. 6, 7; vv. 7,8; 
VV. 9, IO; VU. TI-16; VV. 17-19. 


The frst strophe :— 


saying, Come forth, my people, out of 
her,| The words “my people” are spoken 
in the name of Christ or of God, as in ch. xi. 
3; xxii. 7; seealso ver. 8. The Angelic “ voice,” 
speaking with God’s authority as in ch. xi. 3, 
urges His people to depart out of the World- 
City where all evil is concentrated, almost in 
the very words in which Israel of old had 
been exhorted to flee from Babylon: * My 
people, go ye out of the midst of her,” &c. 
This thought is three times expressed by 
Jeremiah (Jer. 1.8; li. 6, 45); and for proof 
that this exhortation was needed, see the note 
on Jer. 1. 8. It is thus that at all times the 
people of God have been warned to flee from 
the City of Destruction,—cf. Gen. xix. 15, 
22 (“Escape thither; for I cannot do any- 
thing till thou be come thither”); Numb. 
xvi 26; Isai. xlviii. 20; lii. 11; Matt. xxiv. 
16 (see Euseb. H. E. iii. 5) ; 2 Cor. vi. 17. 


Special applications :— 

Bossuet (followed by Hengst.) applies the 
verse to the Lord’s care for His people when 
Rome was sacked by Alaric;—Stern applies 
it to the faithful who, in 77e Last Days, shall be 
found in Rome (see on ch. xvii. 10) ;—Bishop 
Wordsworth notes: “The Babylon of the 
Apoc. is Papal Rome. . . . Even now, at this 
present time,—as this prophecy reveals,—the 
Holy Spirit, who reads the heart, and who 
wrote the Apocalypse, sees some People of 
God in Rome ;"—I. Williams writes: From 
Egypt, from Sodom, from Babylon, from Jeru- 
salem, * the people of God were called before. 
the judgment came on those places; and now 
they are called out of the mystic Babylon" 
(p. 360). It is impossible, he adds, to under- 
stand this pathetic dirge of Babylon “merely 
of the world at large, for that cannot have 
come to an end; nor of any one city, from 
the universal nature of the figures; nor of 
any religious system or Church, for to leave 
such is not to leave behind every temptation 
to luxury as overthrown; but an alliance 
between Christianity and the world. “The 
words may be considered partly as prophetic,” 
for the time will come “when Providence 
will bring about such a separation;" and 
partly imperative “as demanding at all times 
our 'escape to the mountain, to the. Jeru- 
salem which is above . . . from this Babel 
of discord” (p. 363). 

Auberlen (pp. 284, 320) comments thus :— 
As in Ezek. xvi; xxiii., the whoredoms are 
described of Israel with the most ancient 
kingdoms of the world,— Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon,—so in ch. xii. “ the first period of the 
Christian Church is described, when apostate 
Israel was the Harlot, and the young congre- 
gation of Christ, the Woman. Soon, how- 
ever, fornication crept into the Church itself 
[see on ch. xvii. 1], so that, as a whole, she 
appears in ch. xvii. no longer as the Woman 
but the Harlot; the great Babylon, which yet 
contains concealed the true people of God,— 
the Woman" (see ch. xviii. 4). The true 
people of God did not perish in the death 
of the Harlot; but before the judgment on 
Babylon she is commanded to come out of it, 
lest in the consummation of Babylon’s sin, she 
be polluted by it, and thus fallinto her destruc- 
tion:—see Matt. xxiv. 15, 16. * Herein con- 
sists the first justification of the Woman; she 
is distinguished from the Harlot, and not 
judged with her:” but this is only a negative 
justification ; the positive, real glorification has 
yet to be gained by a severe struggle. Here 
also it behoves her to enter, through much 
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heaven, and God hath remembered 
her iniquities. 

6 Reward her even as she rewarded 
you, and double unto her double ac- 
cording to her works: in the cup 


which she hath filled fill to her double. 
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[v. 6—7. 


7 How much she hath glorified 
herself, and lived deliciously, so much 
torment and sorrow give her: for 


she saith in her heart, I sit a “queen, ° !s 47-4 


and am no widow, and shall see no 
SOITOW. 





tribulation, into the kingdom of God. "This 
last affliction through which the Bridal Church 
has to pass, is not a judgment, such as fell on 
the Harlot, but a time of purification, during 
which the dross of earthliness still cleaving to 
her, is perfectly taken away” (ch. xx. 4). Cf. 
Luke xxi. 28. 

Renan concludes with calm precision : “The 
Seer of the Apocalypse, in December 68, or 
January 69, gives orders to his people to quit 
Rome " (p. 206). 

that ye have no fellowship with her 
sins,] See Eph. v. rr; c£ Jer. li. 6, 9. 
It is not meant: “That ye share not 
the punishment of ber sinj as Bengel De 
Wette, Züllig; but the cause is expressed 
from which the result follows, namely,— 

and that ye receive not of ber plagues:| Luke 
xvii 32 supplies the comment. St. Jerome 
warning Marcella to flee from Rome to 
Bethlehem (A.D. 386), and referring to what 
is said of the Harlot in ch. xvii. 3, 9, 15, as 
well as to the fall of Babylon, proceeds to 
quote this verse (Epist. 46). 


5. for ber sins have reached even unto 
heaven,| (See vv. |) Gr. were joined; 
clave together; cf. the Vulgate, pervenerunt. 
Words. renders: “because her sins clave 
even unto heaven,” as Matt. xix. 5; Luke 
x. I1; Rom. xii. 9:—on this same use of the 
same verb, compare “My soul cleaveth 
unto the dust "—Ps. cxix. 25; xliv. 25 ; lxiii. 
Spams 2 a Zech. sive 05. (EXX). 
The metaphor is borrowed from Jer. li. 9, 
her sins reach to heaven and adhere to it. 

One may here recall the first mention of 
Babylon in the Bible, —Gen. xi. 3, 4. 


and God hath remembered ber iniquities.| Cf. 
ch. xvi. 19. 

Verses 6, 7* form “the second Strophe " (see 
on ver. 4):— 


6. Render unto her even as she ren- 
dered,] (Omit you, see vv. //.). The words are 
founded on Jer. l 15, 29; li. 24; cf. Ps. 
cxxxvii. 8. The “ Voice,” speaking in the name 
of God (see the close of ver. 8), now turns 
to address those who are to inflict the 
judgments, thus marking the tbird division 
of the chapter,—see the remarks intro- 
ductory. Hengst. considers that the in- 
struments of vengeance thus addressed are 
the “Ten Kings” (ch. xvii. 16); to whom 
Bisping adds Antichrist in the Last Days. 


Ebrard rejects this meaning, and regards the 
words as addressed to “My people” as in 
ver. 4. 

and double [unto her|the double according to 
her works:| “Unto her” is not read in the 
Greek—see wv. //. The chief reference is 
to Jer. xvi. 18. This was the ordinary rule 
according to the Law,—Ex. xxii. 4, 7, 9: see 
the note on Isai. xl. 2. The double (see 
vv. İl), ie, the fixed, legal retribution ; 
cf. Isai. lxi. 7; Zech. ix. 12 :—see also Ezek. 
Xvi. 59. 

inthe cupavbicbsbe mingled, mingle unto 
her double] A double portion of the wine 
of God's wrath, see ver. 3; ch. xiv. 8; xvii. 
2, 4: see on ch. xiv. xro. The cup which she 
had used as a means of seduction, shall now 
be changed into the instrument of her 
punishment. 


7. How much soever] “In as many 
things as (0ca)" Diisterdieck compares 
Rom. vi. 10 (ô 0e (7) ; Gal. ii. 20. 

she glorified herself,| Gr. her—see vv. ll. 


and waxed wanton,| Or luxurious. 
See on ver. 3. 


so much torment and mourning give her. | 
Or so much give her of torment and 
mourning: for she] Seever.8 “mourning” 
(wévOos), and ver. r1 “mourn,” A. V.: the 
usual term signifying the lament for the dead 
(Gen. xxvii. 41; Amos viii. ro),—here for 
her children. (Clause a of ver. 7 ends here). 

Verses 7^, 8, form * the third Strophe" (see 
on ver. 4):— 


Because she saith zz ber beart, I sit a 
queen,| See Isai. xlvii. 7-9, on Babylon;— 
cf. Ezek. xxviii. 2; Zeph. ii. 15,0n Tyre. The 
reference is to ch. xvii. 18. Or render as 
A. V. :—see ch. iii. 17. 


and am no widow, and shall in no wise 
see mourning,] See Isai xlvii. 8; and cf. 
Lam. i. 1. “See,” that is, ‘learn from ex- 
perience this sorrow.’ 

Auberlen’s conclusion as to the sense in 
which the symbol of the “ Harlot” is to be 
understood is stated here: * Notwithstand- 
ing the universal character of the Harlot, it 
remains true that the Roman and Greek 
Churches are in a more peculiar sense the 
Harlot than the Evangelical Protestant. 
Babylon, in the times of St. John, became 
Rome ; and it is clear from Rev. xviii. 7, that 


v. 8—10.] 


8 Therefore shall her plagues come 
in one day, death, and mourning, and 
famine; and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire: for strong is the 
Lord God who judgeth her. 

9 And the kings of the. earth, 


who have committed fornication and 
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lived deliciously with her, shall be- 
wail her, and lament for her, when 
they shall see the smoke of her 
burning, 

IO Standing afar off for the fear 
of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that 


great city Babylon, that mighty 





we are intended to bear this in mind.... 
The Roman Catholic Church is not only 
accidentally and de facto, but in virtue of its 
very principle, a Harlot .... the metropolis 
of whoredom, the mother of harlots (ch. 
xvii. 5). It is she who, more than others, 
boasts of herself: ‘I sit a Queen, and am no 
widow; " &c., 1. c., p. 294. 


8. therefore|—The usual prophetic for- 
mula (dia rovro), see Amos iii. 11; Micah 
il. £2. 

Or render, *seemourning. Therefore...” 

in one day shall her plagues come,] 
Compare the lament of the poet: 


** Omnia ademit 
Una dies infesta tibi tot praemia. vitæ.” 
Luc. iii. 911. 


See also Isai. xlvi. 9. The singular, in one 
day, is in contrast to the pural, her 
plagues—four in number (see below)— 
which shall come with a sudden destruction. 

Ebrard understands that the several plagues 
are to come oz the same day; see the expres- 
sion * zz one hour,” vv. 10, 17, 19. 


death,| Some take this to be pestilence— 
see on ch. ii, 23; vi. 8; but it is rather death 
by the hand of enemies that the context refers 
to. 

and mourning,| for the loss of her people, 
—see on ver. 7. 


and famine;| Here notes I. Williams, 
“are the red horse, and the black, and the 
pale of the four Seals (ch. vi.). And, though 
not expressly mentioned, it is implied, that 
He also on the White Horse is together 
with them ; for it is added, ‘ For strong is the 
Lord God who judgeth ber’” (p. 370). 

and she shall be utterly burned with fire;| 
The punishment of the “ Harlot” in ch. xvii. 16. 


for mighty is the Lord God which 
judged ber.) (See vv. //). Compare ch. 
xvii. 17, where the event is expressly declared 
to have been overruled by God ; as also the 
language of Ezek. xvi. 59; Amos iii. 6. 

Verses 9, 10 form “the fourth Strophe” 
(see on ver. 4):— 

9. And the kings of tbe earth,] See ver. 3; 
ch. xvii. 2; Ezek. xxvi. 16, 17. Verses 9-19 
comprise (1) * Kings," therulers of the world, 


New Test—Votu. IV. 


who are combined in this lament with (2) the 
“ merchants ” of the earth; and (3) those who 
traffic on the seas ;—indicating the universal 
character of the World-City. This varied 
imagery prevents an exclusive application to 
any one City—Babylon, Tyre, Jerusalem; 
Rome: see on ver. 11. 

Burger would, at this point, divide the 
section (vv. 4-20) into two; because he con- 
siders that the description in vv. 9-20 cannot 
have proceeded from the “ voice from heaven” 
in ver. 4. This section (vv. 9-20), accordingly, 
he ascribes to St. John himself; and heexplains 
that the Seer was * here moved by the Spirit 
of Prophecy to insert in this place this lament 
over the fall of Babylon (founded on Old 
Test. passages such as Isai. xxiii; Ezek. 
Xxvi; xxvii) whereby the meaning of the 
future judgment described. to him in vv. 
4-8 appears in its full light." 


who committed fornication and lived 
wantonly with her,| Or luxuriously: see 
on ver. 7. Compare the dirge over Tyre, 
Ezek. xxvi. 15-xxvii. 36, into which the 
description here passes imperceptibly. 


shall weep and wail over her,| For the 
verb to wail, see on ch. i. 7. For similar 
lamentations see the dirge in Jer. xlix. 20-22, 
over Edom ; and in Jer. 1. 46, over Babylon. 
Note,—in this, the first lament, the tense used 
is the future; in the second, the present, vv. 
11-14; in the third, the past, vv. 17-19. 
This verse gives the standpoint of the pre- 
diction: what is still future is described 
here. 


when they look upon the smoke of her 
Lurning,| ‘These words are repeated in ver. 18. 
Words. notes :—“ Some of those very Powers, 
who were once vassals of Rome, will one day 
rise against her. . . . ‘The reason of this 
[lament] seems to be that the Fall of Rome 
may perhaps be followed by a triumph of 
Anarchy, and an outbreak of Infidelity.” 


10. standing afar off for the fear of her 
torment,| Fearing lest they may “receive of 
her plagues,"— ver. 4. 

saying, Woe, woe, The two-fold Woe 
expresses merely the depth of their sorrow, 
not, as Hengst. thinks, a reference to the 
‘doubling’ in ver. 6. Ewald (see on ch. 
Xi 14), explains that the end of “the third 
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city! for in one hour is thy judg- 
ment come. 

II And the merchants of the earth 
shall weep and mourn over her; for 
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[v. 11—12. 


no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more : 
12 The merchandise of gold, and 


silver, and precious stones, and of 





Woe” of ch. viii. 13, is realised in a twofold 
form, zbree times—here and in vv. 16, 19. 

the great City, Babylon, the mighty city!] 
Observe the nominative here,—not the da- 
tive (?), as in ch. viii. 13, or accusative, as in 
ch. xii. 12,—indicating not a denunciation of 
woe, but an exclamation of sorrow. 


Jor in one bour is tby judgment come.] See 
vv. 17, 19,—and the phrase “in one day,” 
ver. 8. For the sense “suddenly,” see 
Jer. li. 8 (4jvo, LXX.). Ebrard urges that 
we must not here understand “suddenly” (as 
De Wette), or “in the same hour," eadem 
bora, as in ch. 8 where the prep. (now 
omitted, see vv. I) is found, and where 
more than one judgment is spoken of; but 
“swiftly,” in the space of ome hour. And 
he interprets, either that but oze hour has 
elapsed from the announcement (perhaps in 
ch. xvi. 12) to the coming of the judgment ; 
or that in the space of one (mystical) hour the 
fall of Babylon has been completed. In sup- 
port of the former interpretation, we may 
observe that the “Ten Kings” reign during 
one bour (see on ch. xvii. 12), and these (ch. 
xvii. 17) give their power to the Beast (s. 481). 
For the word “ Judgment,” see on ver. 20. 

Verses 11-16 form “the fftb Strophe" 
(see on ver. 4) :— 


ll. And the merchants of the earth) See 
onver.3. ‘The “Kings” represent the world’s 
secular and political power; the “ Merchants” 
all who engage in the world’s struggle for 
mammon: cf. Ezek. xxvii. 3, 12-25. 

The passage Jas. iv. 13-v. 6 has been 
compared with these verses (especially the 
eumopevoópeĝa of Jas. iv. 13 with the £uropot 
of this chapter—vv. 3, 11, 15), by a writer in 
the Academy (March 16, 1878), who follows 
Zeller, quoted on ch. ii. to. But the simi- 
larity is purely fanciful. 


weep and mourn over ber, ‘The pre- 
sent tense (see vv. //.), the descriptive tone 
being assumed here (see on ver. 9). Cf. the 
use of the tenses in ch. xi. 9, 1o. The future 
is resumed fully in ver. 15 (see on ver. 14). 


Jor no man buyeth| We may refer to ch. 
xi. 17 as illustrating the suitability of this 
judgment. Babylon had deprived all who 
would not serve her of the social right to 
* buy or sell;” and now she is herself com- 
pelled to buy no more. 


their merchandise any more;] Gr. ship's 
burden, as in Acts xxi. 3—their freight, 
their cargo (róv yóuov); Vulg. ‘merces? 


“wares:” the word occurs in the N. T. 
only in this passage and in Acts xxi 3. 
For the imagery see the prophecies against 
Tyre Isai. xxiii. ; and especially Ezek. xxvii. 

Vitringa and others feel that the features 
of this descriptive passage do not suit 
Rome, which was never at any period of 
her history the centre of the world's com- 
merce. Vitringa, accordingly, would refer 
allegorically to * spiritual wares” (“mystice,” 

. . * Roma destructa, jacet emporium zzer- 
cium spiritualium," p. 793). Words. notes: 
“The Church of Rome, ‘the general Mart 
of Christendom,’ has endeavoured to extend 
her spiritual traffic into all parts of the world.” 
Hengst. urges, as “ decisive against this view,” 
that the commerce here spoken of is altogether 
different from that of Tyre. It is merely 
said that “ Babylon bought this merchan- 
dise; she does not sell the wares, but they 
merely serve for her use and consumption.” 
Alford writes: “ The difficulty is not confined 
to the application of the prophecy to Rome 
Papal, but extends over the application of it 
to Rome at all, which last is determined for 
us by the solution given, ch. xvii. ult. For. 
Rome never has been, and from its very posi- , 
tion never could be a great commercial city. 
I leave this difficulty unsolved. . . . The 
details of this mercantile lamentation far more 
nearly suit London than Rome at any assign- 
able period of her history." 

See above the remarks on ver. 9:—The 
whole passage points not to any single city, 
at any one single period, but to the World- 
City throughout all time. See the concluding 
paragraph of the Introduction. 


12, merchandise] Omit the article. 

Reuss disapproves of this passage: “ All the 
objects of luxury which formed the basis of 
the commerce and of the riches of the whole 
world are enumerated here with an evident 
sentiment of disdain and repulsion. Com- 
merce itself, so often signalized by the ancient 
prophets as an agent of corruption, as a 
destroying element of national purity, is also 
execrated by their disciple, who takes pleasure 
in making the inventory of its disaster." 

Hengst. notes that “the bard materials of 
display," as well as “the soft” are four in 
number, “the signature of the*earth, which 
plays an important part in this chapter, 
occupied as it is with the fate of the mistress 
of the world.” 

Züllig divides the articles of luxury in this 
passage into seven classes :— 


lOr, sweet. 


Y«13,] 


pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and 
silk, and scarlet, and all 'thyine wood, 
and all manner vessels of ivory, and 
all manner vessels of most precious 


wood, and of brass, and iron, and 
marble, 
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I3 And cinnamon, and odours, 
and ointments, and frankincense, and 
wine, and oil, and fine flour, and 
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and 
horses, and chariots, and "slaves, and 1 or, 
souls of men. 





(1) The first class of articles of luxury :— 
precious avares. 

of gold, and silver, and precious stones,| Gr. 
precious stone,—see on ch. xv. 6; ch. xxi. 
19. Compare the attire of the “ Harlot,” ch. 
xvii. 4. 

and pearls;] ‘The genitive is naturally 
to be read here, as in the case of the pre- 
ceding and the following nouns,—see v. ll. 

(2) The second class of articles of luxury :— 
materials of rich attire. p 

and of fine linen,| The adjective is to be 
read, —see vv. //.; Gr. of fine linen stuff. 
On the word rendered “fine linen,” see Note 
A on ch. xv. 6. 

and purple, and silk, and scarlet;] Each 
article specified here is an extreme instance 
of luxury:—the principal distinction of the 
Cæsars was the military or imperial robe of 
purple (Gibbon, ch. xiii) As to the word 
rendered “si/k” (Gr. silken stuff), Virgil 
is the most ancient writer who expressly 
mentions the soft wool which was combed from 
the trees of the Seres or Chinese (“ Velleraque 
ut folis depectunt tenuia Seres "— Georg. ii. 
I21). So costly was this article of luxury 
that in the reign of Tiberius a law was passed 
against its use (“ ne vestis serica viros fcedaret ” 
—Tac. Ann. ii. 33) ; and it was not till the 
reign of Heliogabalus (A.D. 218) that thislaw 
was despised, and the Emperor first wore a 
dress composed wholly of silk (Aolosericum),— 
see Gibbon, ch. x.; Brande and Cox, Dict. of 
Science, art. silk. On the word rendered 
“ scarlet” (Gr. scarlet stuff) see on ch. 
xvii. 3. 

From genitivesthe construction now passes 
to accusatives, until the words “ Porses, and 
chariots, and slaves,” in ver. 13, where the 
gen. is resumed. 

(3) The third class ofarticles of luxury :— 
materials for costly furniture. 

and all tbyine wood,| The tree Thuja was 
called citrus, and its wood crum by the 
Romans. It is mentioned by Homer (Odyss. 
iv. 52). Atheneus (v. p. 207) connects it 
with ivory, as here. It was commonly used 
for inlaying, —cf. Dioscorides (i. 21); Theo- 
phrastus (Hist. Plant. iii. 4). The Thuja is 
one of the cupressineous division of conifere, 
-of which one species, the arbor «vitz, is com- 
mon in English gardens. Here we are to 
understand the related genus Callitris quadri- 


valvis of present botanists (the Thuja arti- 
culata of Desfont), a large tree of Barbary, 
yielding a hard fragrant wood, and also the 
aromatic gum-resin called Sandarach. Pliny 
(H. N. iii. 15) speaks of a mania at Rome for 
tables made of this material:—see Smith's 
Dict. of the Bible; Brande and Cox, Dict. of 


Science. 


and every vessel of ivory, and every 
vessel [made] of most precious wood, and of 
brass, and iron, and marble;] Note the last 
four genitives depending on the preposition èx. 


13. and cinnamon,| ‘The first of— 

(4) The fourth class of luxuries :—precious 
spices. 

“ The bark of the Cinnamomum Zeylanicum, 
a lauraceous tree, native of Ceylon ;” it was 
imported into Judza by the Phoenicians or 
Arabians. It was a component of the holy 
oil, Ex. xxx. 23; a perfume for the bed, Prov. 
vii. 17 :—see Smith's Dict.; Brande and Cox, 
as before. 

The accusatives still continue— down to the 
word “ sheep” inclusive. 


and spice] Gr. amomum,—an addition 
to the Textus Receptus (see vv. ll). 

* Amomum,” is a zingiberaceous plant with 
aromatic seeds, much employed under the 
name of cardamoms, grains of Paradise, &c. ; 
found only in the hot parts of India and 
Africa. The Romans prepared from it a 
fragrant balsam, and unguents for the hair :— 

** Assyrio semper tibi crinis amomo 
Splendeat."—Mart. viii. 28. 
Cf. Virgil, Ec. iv. 25. 

and incense,| The Greek word denotes 
the material, viz. gums, spices, &c., which 
when burned produce the perfumed smoke 
known as zcense, see Note A on ch. v. 8; 
and cf. ch. viii. 5; Luke i. 1o. 


and ointment, and frankincense ;| On the 
word “frankincense” see Note C on ch. 
viii. 3. 
(5) The fifth class :—articles of food. 

and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat ;] 
* Fine flour " (cepidadis) “ the finest meal"— 
see Gen. xviii. 6 ; Lev. ii. 1, 2 (LXX). 

(6) 'The sixth class:—merchandise for 
agricultural and domestic uses. 

and cattle, and sbeep, In Luke x. 34; 
Acts xxiii. 24; 1 Cor. xv. 39, the Greek word 
(«rqvos) is rendered “beast ;’ but it is better 
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bodies, 
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14 And the fruits that thy soul 
lusted after are departed from thee, 
and all things which were dainty 
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[v. 14. 


and goodly are departed from thee, 
and thou shalt find them no more 
at all. 





to render here “cattle:” “beast” in the 
Apoc. is Onpiov—e.g. ch. vi. 8; xiii 15 cf. 
Tobit x. xo. 

Note,—the series of accusatives ends here. 


and [merchandise] oforses, and chariots ; | 
The construction with genitives is now re- 
sumed, see on ver. 12. The noun ren- 
dered “ chariot” (pé6n,—not dpua used in 
ch. ix. 9; Acts vili. 28), Quinctilian states 
to have been a Gaulish carriage with four 
wheels (Isidor. xx. 17):—see Grimm in 
voc. Alexander Severus supplied the Roman 
senators with carriages of this kind orna- 
mented with silver (Lamprid., ap. Wetstein, 
writes: *interesse Romanz dignitatis putans 
ut his tantz urbis senatores vectarentur ^). 

(7) The seventh class of merchandise, 
according to Ziillig :—the traffic in men. 


and of slaves] Gr. (merchandise) of 
bodies (copárov, Vulg. mancipia); cf. Tob. 
X. Io (A.V. * servants”); 2 Macc. viii. 11 (A.V. 
“ captives”); see the next note. In classic 
Greek the expression was “servile bodies” (c#- 
para SodAa):—see Pollux, iii. 78; Lob. ad 
Phryn. p. 378. Vitringa quoting Gen. xxxiv. 
29, “all their wealth” (LXX. mávra và 
copara abrà»), explains here, “instrumenta 
quelibet domestica." 

The series of genitives ends here. 

and [the] souls of men.] “Souls” in the ac- 
cus. Or lives. This phrase is borrowed from 
the usage of the Old Test. In Ezek. xxvii. 13, 
“the souls of men” (DIN UB33,—L XX. év 
Nrvxats dvOpamav,—A.V.“ thepersons of men”) 
are enumerated as part of the traffic of Tyre 
—see the note iz loc. ‘The A.V. translates by 
“persons ” in Gen. xxxvi. 6 (LX X. rà copara); 
Num. xxxi. 35 ;—by “souls” in Gen. xii. 5 ;— 
by “men” simply in x Chron. v. 21 (where 
the Hebrew and the LXX. have “ souls of 
men”). The translation by the LXX. in 
Gen. xxxvi. 6 (see above) of the Hebrew 
“ souls” by the Greek “ bodies,” is urged in 
proof that “ slaves” (see the last note) and 
“ souls of men” are equivalent expressions. 
The difference of construction, however, 
points to a difference of meaning; appar- 
ently to different kinds of slaves. 

Wetstein understands by “ souls of men” 
gladiators ;—Grotius and Ziillig take “ souls 
of men” to mean slaves properly so called; 
and “ bodies of men” to mean persons of free 
condition who offer themselves for hire, e.g., 
mercenary soldiers, hired labourers, &c.;— 
Ewald thinks that “ bodies” denote male and 
“ souls of men” female slaves (in loc., S. 313) ;— 
Bengel, Hengst., Düsterd., Alf., and others, 





refer the word “ bodies” to slaves employed 
about horses and chariots (with which they 
are united by construction), and “ souls” to 
slaves in general;—Ebrard, takes “souls of 
men” literally; and applies this text to the 
spiritual danger to the “ soul ” resulting from 
this luxurious traffic. The expression, accord- 
ingly, does not denote the last among many 
articles of commerce; but refers to all that 
went before, and sums up the results of 
Babylon's spirit of luxury and world-traffic 
whereby “souls” were ruined, and sold into 
the slavery of the Dragon (s. 484) ;— Words. 
notes, not very differently, that the reser- 
vation of the last two classes for the close of 
the catalogue *appears to be designed to 
remind the reader that it is a spiritual com- 
merce which is here described: a commerce 
in bodies and souls of men; a spiritual slave- 
trade. Such is the commerce of Rome;— 
Vitringa rejects this meaning (p. 794). 

I. Williams thus expounds the passage: 
* All these things which are so minntely par- 
ticularized, as expressive of the meshes of that 
net by which men’s souls are taken, have also 
their place in the New Jerusalem, where 
every jewel is specified by name, and the gold | 
of its streets, and the fine linen, and the in- 
cense, and the wine, and the oil, its white 
horses also. In both alike must they stand 
for spiritual merchandise of good and evil, the 
false riches and the true " (p. 374). 


14. And the fruits] Gr. the harvest— 
a noun found only here in the N. Test.; the 
* summer fruits" of Jer. xl. 1o. 


which thy soul lusted after are gone from 
thee,| A Hebrew idiom (see vz. //.). 


and all things that were dainty] Gr. 
“oily,” and hence *splendid,"—found only 
here (Greek and English) in the N. T. 


and sumptuous], Asin Luke xvi. 19. 
are perished from thee,| See vv. ll. 


and [men] shall find them xo more at 
all.) Gr. “they shall find them”—see 
vv. ll. 

The connexion of this fourteenth verse with 
the rest of the passage has greatly perplexed 
commentators. The change to the second 
person led Vitr. (p. 794), after Beza and 
Launoy, to conclude that the verse should 
come between vv. 23 and 24;—Ewald suggests 
that it is a marginal note by St. John himself, 
who for the moment found no suitable place 
for the thought ;—It is an apostrophe, notes 
Stuart, after the manner of the Hebrew 
prophets, resulting from excitement in the 


Y. 15—17.] 


15 The merchants of these things, 
which were made rich by her, shall 
stand afar off for the fear of her tor- 
ment, weeping and wailing, 

I6 And saying, Alas, alas that 
great city, that was clothed in fine 


linen, and purple, and scarlet, and 
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decked with gold, and precious stones, 
and pearls ! 

17 For in one hour so great riches 
is come to nought. And every ship- 
master, and all the company in ships, 
and sailors, and as many as trade by 
sea, stood afar off, 








mind ofthe writer (cf. Isai. xiv. 10; xlvii, 1-3) ;— 
D üsterd. thinks that, as in ver. 9, the “ Kings,” 
so here the * Merchants,” utter their lament 
over the City;— Alford connects with ver. 1 1,as 
if we had there “ our,” not “ their ” merchan- 
dise ;—This interruption, writes Züllig, is “a 
flash from the blue heaven," as in ch. xvi. 15; 
— Burger would divide the entire section (wv. 
4-20) at ver. 9—see above on ver. 9. 

Hengst. however, is clearly right in regard- 
ing this whole passage, vv. 4-20, as uttered by 
the voice from heaven directed to Babylon. 
In like manner, in ver. 22, Babylon is 
addressed by the Angel of ver. 21, after he 
had previously spoken of her im the third 
person. 


15. The merchants of these things,| See 
vv. 12—14,—especially the “ dainty and sump- 
tuous” things mentioned in ver. 14. 





who were made rich by her,| ‘The cause of 
the lamentation is specified. 


shall stand afar off| The future is now 
used. 


for the fear of her torment, weeping and 
mourning;] Ver. 11 is here resumed, after 
the interposed description of the City's 
luxury. 


16. saying, Woe, woe] (Omit “and”— 
see vv. ll). 

'This verse corresponds closely to ver. ro, 
the lament of the “ Kings.” 


the great city, she that was arrayed] 
Note the nominative absolute, as in ver. ro. 
Cf. this description with that of the “ Woman,” 
in ch. xvii. 4; and on this alternation of 
“ Woman,” and “ City,” c£. ch. xvii. 16. For 
the particulars see ver. 12. 


and decked] Gr. gilded. See ch. xvii. 4. 


and precious stones and pearls!) See 
vu, ll.:—Gr. precious stone and pearl— 
see on ver. 12; and cf. ch. xxi. 18, 19. 
The “ Kings,” ver. 10, mourn over Babylon 
as “the mighty City;” the “ Merchants” 
mourn for the City of luxury. ; 

Burger notes that the City is here described 
exactly as it had been shewn to the Seer in 
ch. xvii. 4,— magnificent and luxurious. 
Expositors, he adds, who understand by the 
“ Woman,” in ch. xvii. 1, the Papacy, will have 
trouble in adjusting this verse with the whole 


description which entirely confirms the con- 
clusion that the * Harlot” isthe great World- 
City of thelast World-Empire— the Babylon of 
the Last Times, whose judgment, announced in 
ch. xiv. 8, is recorded in ch. xvi. 19. See 
however the note on ver. 20. 


17. for in one hour so great riches is made 
desolate.].In the Greek texts, and accord- 
ing to the natural connexion, these words 
belong to ver. 16. 

Here, as in ver. ro, mention is made of 
“ one hour” as the period within which all 
this magnificence is to come to an end. 

Verses 17-19 form “the sixth Strophe” 
(see on ver. 4) :— 


And every sbipmaster,] Gr. pilot. This 
word is found elsewhere only in Acts xxvii. 
11; cf. Ezek. xxvii. 27. In the addition of 
this third class—sea-faring men (see on ver. 9) 
—Ebrard sees a reference to the typical “many 
avaters" of ch. xvii. 1. 


and every one that saileth any 
whither, So Al£—see vv. I. Gr. who 
saileth to a place (cf. Acts xxvii 2);— 
and so the Vulgate: “et omnis qui in locum 
navigat ;—every one who saileth to 
the place (Words);— Bengel, Ebrard, 
Hengst., Diisterd., Bisping, &c., render that 
saileth to a definite haven;—De Wette 
translates: ‘‘ Nach einem Orte schiffen” (but 
in his commentary he renders KZszen-faPrer, 
as the A.V. of Acts xxvii. 2, * meaning to sail 
by the coasts of Asia"); — I. Williams: 
every one af the place as he saileth 
by, comparing Jer. xviii. 16, of Judah, and 
Zeph. ii. 15, of Nineveh. 

(1) After the “pilot” the person who navi- 
gates the ship, and directs her course—(2) the 
Captain is next mentioned. 


and mariners,| Here are mentioned 
(3) all who work the ship. 


and as many as gain their living dy sea,] 
A classical phrase; Gr. *as many as work 
the sea.” “mare exercent." 

(4) All are now denoted who are in any 
way interested in the sea, whether as sailors, 
or fishermen, or divers for pearls, &c. The 
fundamental passage here is Ezek. xxvii. 26, 
&c., where the subject is the fall of Tyre. 


stood afar off,| Like the “ Kings” and 


.* Merchants” in vv, 10, 15, and of their 
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7/4 


18 And cried when they saw the 
smoke of her burning, saying, What 
city is like unto this great city ! 

I9 And they cast dust on their 
heads, and cried, weeping and wail- 
ing, saying, Alas, alas that great city, 


REVELATION. XVIII. 


[v. 18—20. 


wherein were made rich all that had 
ships in the sea by reason of her cost- 
liness! for in one hour is she made 
desolate. 

20 Rejoice over her, thou hea- 
ven, and ye holy apostles and pro- 


— 





lament ;—the other features also are repeated 
in this Strophe, viz. the mention of the 
grandeur of the City (wv. 10, 16, 18), and 
the exclamation at its downfall, wv. 10, 
16, 19. 

Observe also that in vv. 17, 18, 19, the past 
tense (fergcav) is used. In ver. 15 (as in 
vv. 8, 9) the future is resumed; and in ver. 11 
we have the present. 

Reuss notes that “the past tense of the 
Apokalyptik style is all of a sudden resumed 
here "—see Note A at the end of this chapter. 
The change of tenses, however, rests alto- 
gether on the animated character of the 
description. 

18. azd cried out as they looked 
upon] See vv. /.; and cf. ver. 9. 

saying, What [city] is like the great 
city?) Cf. Ezek, xxvii. 32, where Tyre is 
spoken of. Ebrard compares ch. xiii. 4, 
where the Beast from the sea, or “Babylon 
qua World-power, is similarly eulogized " 
(s. 486). 

19. And they cast dust upon their beads,] 
See again Ezek. xxvii. 30; cf. Job ii. 12; 
Lam. ii. 1o. 

weeping and mourning,] See vv. I1, 15. 


saying, Woe, woe, the great city] As 
in vv. 10, 16, we have the nominative case. 


wherein were made rich) Alford would 
render *whereby;"— he writes: “ev is 
ambiguous at first appearance, but from 
what follows it cannot be local, as E.V. 
* wherein.” 

all that had &héir ships in tbe sea] See 
vv. Il. for the introduction of the article. 

by reason of ber costliness!| ‘The substan- 
tive (ruuórgs) is found only here (for the adj. 
see ch. xvii. 4; James v. 7). By reason of (see 
ver. 3) her costly treasures of gold and silver, 
all that trade by sea were made rich: cf. 
Ezek. xxvii. 33—a chapter which, once more, 
as throughout this passage, is followed. 


Jor in one hour is she made desolate.| ‘The 
expression * zz one hour” is thrice repeated, 
vv. IO, 17, 19. 

On this lament I. Williams notes: “ There 
is something especially mournful in the fall 
of great cities, as in that celebrated passage 
of antiquity: ‘On returning from Asia, as 
I sailed from /Egina towards Megara, I began 
tolook on the regions around. Behind me 


was /Egina, before Megara, on the right hand 
Piræus, on the left was Corinth; cities 
which at one time were most flourishing, 
now they lay before the eyes prostrate and in 
ruins '— Epist. Sulpic. Cicer." (p. 376). 


20. Rejoice over her, thou heaven,| We 
have here the section interposed between the 
sixth and the seventh clause. Ch. xix. is the 
response to this invitation, uttered—not by the 
“ shipmaster” and “mariners” (ver. 17) whom 
it would not suit,—nor yet by St. John, whois 
the passive beholder of the Vision,—but by the 
celestial voice (as in ch. xii. 12) from which 
proceeded all between ver. 4 and the present 
verse: see on ver r4. ‘This verse, in fact, 
is *as it were an Epistrophe to the szx 
Strophes” (Ebrard):—see on ver. 4. Cf. 
Deut. xxxii. 43 (LXX.); Isai. xliv. 23 ; xlix. 
13; Jer. li. 48. I. Williams understands ch. 
xix. 1 to correspond to the word * Heaven”; 
and ch. xix. 4, where the Church is symbol- 
ized by the Twenty-four Elders, to correspond 
to the “ Apostles and Propbets "—ch. xix. 5, 
referring to the “Saints.” The parallel in 
ch. xii. 12 proves that the speaker is not, as 
Ziillig and Burger suppose, St. John himself. 


and ye saints, and ye apostles, and 
ye prophets;| (See vv.i/l.). Not only Heaven, 
but those also who belong to the Lord on 
earth (see Phil. iii. 20) are invited to rejoice 
over the fallen City. Believers on earth are 
specially enumerated here, as “the Saints,” 
“the Apostles,” “the Prophets;” they are 
classed more summarily in ver. 24,in ch. xi. 
18, and in Luke xi. 49-51. Hengst. restricts 
“the Apostles” to the Twelve, as in ch. 
xxi. 14;—Ziillig understands by them all 
teachers “sent forth,” e.g. Barnabas, Acts 
xiii. 3; Epaphroditus, Phil. ii. 25; cf. Rom. 
xvi.;—Ebrard makes the “ Apostles and Pro- 
phets” to represent “the martyrs of Jesus,” 
ch. xvii. 6. 

Lücke (s. 389) argues from these words 
that because the Apostles are here assumed 
to be in heaven, the Apocalypse was not 
written by the Apostle John. ‘To this Düs- 
terd. answers that one might as well argue 
from the verse that the writer of the Apo- 
calypse was not a prophet, or that he was 
not an Apostle; and Godet (Sr. John’s 
Gospel, i. s6)—having observed that the 
passage proves that when the Apocalypse 
was written there were in heaven some 


v. 21—22.] 


; Mors for God hath avenged you on 
SE 
21 And a mighty angel took up a 
stone like a great millstone, and cast 
it into the sea, saying, Thus with 
violence shall that great city Babylon 
be thrown down, and shall be found 
no more at all. 
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22 And the voice of harpers, and 
musicians, and of pipers, and trum- 
peters, shall be heard no more at all 
in thee; and no craftsman, of what- 
soever craft he be, shall be found any 
more in thee; and the sound of a 
millstone shall be heard no more at 
all in thee ; 








saints, apostles, and prophets, who had 
suffered martyrdom—adds: * But ‘some 
apostles’ are not a// the Apostles, any more 
than ‘some saints’ are a// the saints.” 

From Acts xii. 2 we learn that the Apostle 
James had been put to death. Renan regards 
this verse as confirming the tradition that 
St. Peter and St. Paul suffered martyrdom 
at Rome.—p. 185. Reuss observes that 
“the prophets are the Christian orators 
known from the Acts and the Epistles; 
Rome was not guilty of having shed the 
blood of those of the Old Testament.” With 
reference to the narrative of the martyrdom 
of St. John by the Jews, as alleged in the 
chronicle of Georgius Hamartólos (Cent. ix.), 
—which Keim (Z.c., i.s. 42) adduces in order 
to shew that the Apostle John was never in 
Asia Minor,—see Introd. § 4. 


for God hath judged your judgment on 
her.] On this use of the preposition (èx) cf. 
CELLO XX EZ 

This passage, we may perhaps conclude, 
refers to the prayer of the Martyrs under the 
fifth Seal (ch. vi. 10), and to the acknow- 
ledgment of God's judgments under the 
third Vial (ch. xvi. 5-7): and we may under- 
stand by “your judgment,” (1) Either‘ what 
you have judged,’ or ‘what she hath judged. 
concerning you’ ;—(2) After the analogy of 
Isai. x. 2; Micah vii. 9 (LXX.), ‘what seemed 
right to you’ (For rò xpípa here, cf. ch. 
xvii. 1; xx. 4; John ix. 39. For ý xpicus 
ver. ro, cf, ch. xiv. 7; xix. 2; John iil. 19; 
v. 22, 29, 30). Hengst. explains: “Your 
judgment (cf. ch. xvii. 1; xx. 4), the doom 
which she pronounced upon you, the judg- 
ment which she held over you, your con- 
demnation (ch. vi. ro, and cf. ch. xiii. 10)." 
Words. translates: “for God judged your 
cause from out of her; that is, He has 
taken your cause out of her hands into 
His own—Ps. ix. 4; cxl. 12.” Alf.: “ God 
hath exacted from her that judgment of 
vengeance which is due to you.” — Düsterd. : 
“It is called a judgment of believers (‘your 
judgment’), so far as this judgment executed 
on the City (‘taken from her’) is the justifica- 
tion and satisfaction of the believers who had 
been persecuted by the World-City, but who 
are now avenged on her." 


THE THIRD ANGEL (21-24). 


The third Angel (see vv. 1, 4) now enters 
on the scene. 


21. 4ndastrong Angel] Gr. one strong 
[or mighty] Angel. cf. ch. vii. 13. The 
epithet “mighty” refers to the task to be 
performed,—cf. ver. 1; ch. v. 2;'x. 1. 

took up a stone as it were a great millstone, | 
(See vv. //, note the forms of this expres- 
sion in Matt. xviii. 6; Mark ix. 42; Luke 
xvii, 2). Cf. ch. viii. 8, for a similar image. 


and cast it into the sea,| The figure is 
borrowed from the symbolical action com- 
mitted to Seraiah by Jeremiah (li. 61-64): 
“Thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it 
into the midst of Euphrates: and thou shalt 
say, Thus shall Babylon sink,” &c. Here the 
image is intensified by being changed into 
that of “a great millstone,’—with plain 
reference to the words of Christ as to those 
who cause to offend, Matt. xvili. 6. 

The Euphrates, the river of Jeremiah’s 
prophecy, has now become a sea. 


saying, Thus with a mighty fall shall 
Babylon the great City, be cast down, | 
The noun (éppnua) is found only here ;—on 
the cognate verb cf. Matt. viii. 32 and the 
parallel passages. 

and shall be found no more at all.) The 
total disappearance is denoted, as a great 
stone sinks beneath the waters :—cf. Ex. xv. 
5; Neh. ix. 11. Observe,—the phrase “xo 
more at all” occurs six times in vv. 21-23. 

“They who say that the Apocalyptic 
Babylon fell when Rome was taken by the 
Goths, contradict this voice of the Angel” 
(Words.). 


22. And the voice of harpers and minstrels 
and fluteplayers| This imagery, expressive 
of complete desolation, is borrowed from 
Isai. xxiv. 8; Ezek. xxvi. 13. 

and no craftsman of whatsoever craft 
[be be] shall be found any more at all in 
thee;| Gr. no craftsman of every — 
eraft—words which important authorities 
omit, see vv. U. 

and the voice of a mill} See Matt. 
xxiv. 41. Compare the reading in ver. 21. 
Or translate “the voice of a millstone.” 
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23 And the light of a candle shall 
shine no more at all in thee; and 
the voice of the bridegroom and of 
the bride shall be heard no more at 
all in thee: for thy merchants were 
the great men of the earth; for by 
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[v. 23—24. 


thy sorceries were all nations de- 
ceived. 

24 And in her was found the 
blood of prophets, and of saints, and 
of all that were slain upon the 
earth. 





23. And the light of a lamp shall shine] 
The word signifying “ /amp” occurs here for 
the first time in the Apoc. :—cf. ch. iv. 5 ; viii. 
to. ‘The verb is rendered as if accentuated 
as the active (davy); if accentuated as the 
passive (avn), render “shall be seen.” 


and the voice of the bridegroom and of the 
bride] The imagery of this whole passage 
is founded on Jer. xxv. 10:—see also Jer. 
v1l)34 XV 9; XXXill. I1. 

Jor thy merchants were the princes of the 
earth ;| See on ch. vi. 15. Burger takes 
“the princes of the earth” as the subject 
here—‘they were thy Merchants’ (see 
wv. ll.); which he thinks suits best the order 
of the /aments, ver. 9, &c., and also the de- 
scription of ch. xvii. 2. The expressions here 
are founded on the language used of Tyre in 
Isai. xxiii. 8. The words refer not to the 
merchants of Babylon itself, but to “ the 
Merchants of the earth” who “ waxed rich by 
the power of her wantonness,” ver. 3; cf. 
ver. 15; Ezek. xxvii. 21, &c. Renan (p. 442) 
admits that this feature of the description is 
not very well suited to Rome. 

In the phrase “the princes of the earth” 
are combined the classes specified separately in 
ver. 3,and in vv. 9—16,—viz. the “ Kings ” and 
the * Merchants” ot the earth, who share in 
the fall of the Great City. The cause of “the 
princes of the earth " waxing rich, by means 
of that traffic with Babylon which supplied 
the luxury and the enjoyments that are now 
no more, is added in the next clause,— 


Jorwith thy sorcery were all the nations 
deceived.] (See on ch. ix. 21). That is, 
because all the nations had been allured by 
her seductions (ch. xvii. 2); and all the 
world's treasures had flowed into herlap. By 
the guilty seductions of Babylon (Isai. xlvii. 
9-12), as described in ch. xiv. 8; xviii 3, 
al the nations have been deceived, and, 
owing to this cause, been subjected to her 
dominion. 

Stuart rightly takes the last two clauses, each 
beginning with “for” (ór)) as "separate 
and co-ordinate reasons for the ruin that had 
just been predicted." I. Williams takes these 
two clauses “to mark the Tyre and the 
Nineveh of the prophets—Tyre, ‘ the crown- 
ing city whose merchants were princes’ 
(Isai. xxiii, 8) ; and Nineveh, ‘the mistress of 
witchcrafts? (Nah. iii. 4)—both types of the 


days of merchandise polluting the Christian 
Church with the *whoredoms and witchcrafts 
of Jezebels’ (2 Kings ix. 22)" ... * As the 
Balaam of the Seven Epistles was the fore- 
runner of the False Prophet,—so Jezebel 
of the great Harlot, Babylon" (p. 382). See 
also on ver. 24. 


24. And in ber was found) The Angel now 
ceases to address the fallen City; and, adopting 
the narrative style, speaks out this last great 
cause of her overthrow as a fact respecting 
her. 


the blood of prophets and of saints, and of 
all that have been slain on the earth.] 
To what is said in ver. 20 is added here * of 
all that have been slain on the earth.” 
* From this passage," says Andreas, “ we are 
confirmed that the prophecy is of the world, 
and “not of .one city” (4c, p: Tonja mi 
Williams refers to Matt. xxiii. 29, 35, 36; 
Luke xi. 49, 51; xiii. 33: “If it be asked 
how can the blood of saints shed by heathen 
Rome be required of this mystical Jeru- 
salem? it is the same as to ask how the blood 
of Abel could be required of Jerusalem” 
(P. 383). 

Diisterd. takes the two co-ordinate clauses 
of ver. 23 beginning with “for,” together 
with this verse, to state a threefold denun- 
ciation of the guilt of Babylon—(z) on 
account of her luxury (see vv. 3, 11); (2) 
of her lasciviousness (vv. 3, 6, 9); (3) of her 
blood-stained hatred of believers (ch. xvii. 6) : 
— And thus the discourse of the Angel is 
closed by a definite statement of the guilt 
of the City.” 

Auberlen—who represents Babylon as 
meaning the Church, “the Harlot of the New 
Covenant,"— writes: * Nor must we confine 
our thoughts here to cases like those of 
Huss, the Waldenses, the Huguenots, the 
British Martyrs, &c., or the martyrs which 
are yet future; but bear in mind the words 
* Whoso hateth his brother is a murderer’ 
(r John ii. r5). Wherever true faithful 
Christians are neglected and oppressed by 
the rulers of the Church . .. . there we com- 
mit murder against the saints of God” (J. c. 
P. 290). 

Be this as it may the result is clearly this, 
that as Jerusalem filled up the measure of its 
sin by the rejection of the Saviour, and must 
also now expiate the guilt which had been 
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incurred by Israel in past generations (Matt. 
xxiii. 35), so must the World-City of the 
Last Days. 

‘With this Vision the judgment on Babylon 
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is completed and sealed. To the present 
section (ch. xvii. 1-ch. xix. 10) belongs the 
scene in heaven which corresponds to the 
invitation of ch. xviii. 20. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. XVIII. 


NOTE A ON CHAP. xviii.—'* APOKALYPTIK.” 


The modern conception of * Apokalyptik ” 
has been already discussed in the Introduc- 
tion, § 9. This conception has been favoured 
by such orthodox writers as Auberlen (/c., p. 
80, &c.). Rationalists also have adopted it; 
and rationalistic writers seek to combine the 
notion of “Apokalyptik” with their own 
theory as to Prophecy (see on ver, 18). For 
Rationalists, “an ordinary Prophet" is but 
a moral teacher whose vision is bounded by 
the horizon of his own time—by “the real and 
actual situation.” Prophecy includes no pre- 
dictive element; and—as Rationalists deny the 
existence of the Supernatural—no Prophet 
possesses an insight into the future. 

To give an example :—Although, notes 
Reuss (p. 127), ch. xviii. is one of the most 
simple and easy of the entire Book, it has 
nevertheless presented the difficulty of de- 
termining the precise moment at which the 
Seer places the ruin of Rome, predicted in 


ch. xvii, and positively accomplished when 
ch. xix. begins. ‘The reader may at first sight 
hesitate whether * the three voices which here 
celebrate in succession the fall of the Capital, 
prophesy the future or speak of an accom- 
plished catastrophe." The author, adds Reuss, 
here abandons the framework of his * Apo- 
calyptic” drama, and speaks as an ordinary 
prophet from the point of view of the real 
and actual situation. From the “ Apocalyptic” 
point of view there should be, when Rome is 
destroyed, only the elect on one side, and on 
the other the Romans and their adherents, 
whom' Antichrist [Nero] and his Oriental 
army have devoted to death. But now, from 
the point of view of simple prophecy—the 
colours of its pictures being borrowed from 
the Old Test.—we hear of men in great 
numbers, who, ruined politically by the fall of 
Rome, but not included in her catastrophe, 
shall mourn over her destiny from motives of 
interest rather than of pity. See Note A on 
ches Le 





CHAPTER XIX. 


1 God is praised in heaven for judging 
the great whore, and avenging the blood 





of his saints. Y The marriage of the 
Lamb. 1o The angel will not be wor- 
shipped. 17 The fowls called to the great 
slaughter. 





[Ver. 1 om. rst kai—ós dovQv.—Aeyóvrev.—om. kai ù) Tip — om. Kupig.—rod Oeo. 


Ver. 5 dnd v. Óp.—rQ O«Q.—om. kai before of po8.—om. kai before oi puxpoi. (Codex 
C breaks off here). Ver. 6 Aeyóvrev.—([N, B, P read ó ©. huv]. Ver. 7 [A reads 
&ócouev] Ver. 8 Aaumpóv, ka&apóv. Ver. 9 [A reads oi adnO.].—rovd Geod eiatv. Vers mm 
[A, P, r omit xaXoópevos]. Ver. 12 [N, B, P, 1 omit os|—[B, Syr., Andr. read &xov óvópara 
yeypapuiéva, kat övopa yeyp.|. Ver. 13 [N reads mepupepapypevov,—ct. pepavriopévot, Heb. X. 221 
—kékAnrat. Ver. 14 rà ev TQ oùp.—Nevkov, kadapor. Ver. 15 roù Oupod ris Opyyre. Ver. 16 
om. 2nd ró. Ver. 17 dSedre cuvdyOnre [1 reads detre eis rò OeWmv., and Er. supplied xai 
avvdyerGe from the ef congregamini of the Vulg.].—r. Ücimvov TÒ uéya tov. Ver. 18 


&AevÜépov re kal. Ver. 19 Tov móAepov. 
^ ^ n > 1 
per avroü 6].—rTHs Kasopevns.—ev eig. 


Ver. 20 kai per avrod ó [A, Cop. read kaè oí 
Ver. 21 r €€e\ovon [so also in 13; but Er. 


altered this reading after the gui procedit of the Vulg.; cf. ch. i. 16; xix. 15].] 





This chapter, in vv. 1-8, gives the response 
to the invocation of ch. xviii. 20. Judgment 
has been inflicted on the “ Harlot” (ch. xvii. 
1); and as the downfall of the “ Accuser " had 
been followed by a hymn of praise (ch. xii. 10), 
so now a heavenly Hallelujah celebrates the 
first act of the final sentence upon the anti- 
christian powers which served as Satan's 
instruments. At each crisis in the Apoca- 


lypse we find a similar hymn of praise— ch. 
1y.78/ 0X. OVI, do KL S eve 9.5 X VINEA 

It is to be noted that from this point 
onwards the Apocalypse follows the course 
of the closing chapters of Ezekiel, from ch. 
xxxvi. to the end :— There, the land of Israel 
is comforted, and a resurrection of the dead 
is described (Ezek. xxxvi; xxxvii); then 
comes “ the Gog-catastrophe” (Ezek. xxxviii. ; 


ND after these things I heard a 
great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, 


REVELATION SIXT 


[v. 1—2. 


and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lord our God : 
2 For true and righteous are his 





xxxix.); then we read of a new Heaven 
and a new Jerusalem in a new Holy Land 
resembling Paradise. 

Hengst.,—who considers that in St. John's 
time the Beast oppressed the Church by the 
instrumentality of the “sixth Head," or 
heathen monarchy of Rome (see on ch. 
xvii. 1),—concludes that now, in answer to the 
voice of the Angel in ch. xviii. 20, the Church 
of the just made perfect celebrates God's 
judgment on Rome, (1) by the Hallelujah of 
the Saints (vv. 1-3), and (2) in ver. 4, by the 
Hallelujah of “ the four and twenty Elders,” or 
representatives of the Church— see on ch. iv. 
4. Here,as exhibited in the Vision, a past 
salvation is celebrated; and on this follows, 
in vv. 5-8, another Hymn which by faith anti- 
cipates what is to come, and introduces a 
narrative of how such anticipations are gradu- 
ally realized. The Song of praise and the 
Vision of the Bride are intended to give 
support under the sad picture cf ch. xviii. 
In vv. 9, 1oa new command to “ write,” as in 
ch. xiv. 13, is given; and then—in vv. 11-21 
which enlarge on the intimations of ch. xvii.— 
the victory of Christ over the “ Ten Kings ” 
is recorded :—on the defeat of Attila, notes 
Hengst. the battle-field of Chalons was 
strewn with 162,000 corpses. We next read of 
the destruction (ver. 20) of two of the three 
enemies of God's Kingdom, of whom we were 
told in ch. xiii. ; while ch. xx. 1-6 represents 
how the zAird, Satan, is rendered for a time 
harmless. 

Ebrard regards vv. 1-1o as marking the 
transition to the second part of the seventh 
Vial (see on ch. xvi. 21). The frst judgment 
under this Vial, or the fall of Babylon (ch. 
xvi. 19), having been developed in ch. xvii. 
and ch. xviii., the second judgment, or that on 
the Beast from the Abyss and the agents by 
whose aid the sentence on Babylon had been 
executed, is now recorded in ch. xix. 11-21. 
This judgment Ebrard calls * The marriage of 
the Lamb” (ver. 7); and it brings to an end 
the three and a half days during which the 
Beast from the Abyss (ch. xi 7—11)—the 
eighth World-power (ch. xvii. 11)—is to 
rule. 

In the description of the Apocalyptic judg- 
ment in ch. xvii.-xix., notes Auberlen (7. c., 
p. 317), ^we are struck by this remarkable 
difference, that the Harlot is judged first by 
the Beast and his Kings, and that afterwards 
the Beasts and their allies are judged by the 
* Parusia’ [i.e., * the Presence" or * Coming,” 
2 Thess, il. 8; r John ii. 28] of the Lord 
Jesus himself.” 


CHAP. XIX.—THE SONG OF TRIUMPH ( 1-4). 


1. After these things.| Omit “ And”—see 
vv. ll. 


I beard as it were a great voice.) The 
addition of **as it were” (see vv. ll; and 
cf. ver. 6) denotes that what St. John now 
hears merely resembles the voice of a mul- 
titude. Itis not necessarily the voice of the 
Saints spoken of in.ch. xviii. 20 (Bengel, 
Hengst, Ebrard, &c.); or of the Angelic 
host (Ziillig); or of those described in ch. 
vii 9, 14 (De Wette) ;—the words merely 
express ‘a voice loud as that of a great 
multitude.’ 


ofa great multitude zz heaven, saying,| 
The participle “saying” is in the genitive 
plural (see vv. //.), agreeing with the col- 
lective noun, “multitude” in the singular. 


Hallelujah;] The frst Hebrew words 
of Ps. cxxxv. 1, signifying “Praise ye the 
Lord.” 

We.are given in ver. 5, after St. John’s 
manner (cf. ch. ix. 11), a translation of this 
Hebrew formula, which occurs in the New 
Test. only in this chapter (four times, notes 
Hengst., and * in reference to the victory of 
God over the Earth, the szezature of which is 
Jour)" It is borrowed from the Psalms, of 
which fifteen either begin or end with 
Hallelujah. ‘This phrase Hallelujah, like the 
“Amen” (Ps. xli. 14) and the * Hosanna” 
(John xii. 13; Ps.cxviii. 25) ofthe Psalms has 
become current in our language ; it is found in 
the Psalter for the first time in the /ast words 
of Ps. civ. 35, where R. Kimchi notes that in 
the Psalms and elsewhere Hallelujah chiefly 
appears where mention is made of the pun- 
ishment of the ungodly. Thus it is used 
here also. ‘The Jewish “Te Deum,” as it is 
called, consisting of Ps. civ.-cix., chiefly sung 
at the Feasts of the Passover and of 'Taber- 
nacles, derived its title of “ The great Hallel” 
from the frequent use in those Psalms of the 
phrase Hallelujah. Here, then, we have the 
great Hallelujah of the Apocalypse; and the 
Christian * Te Deum” has thus its counter- 
part in Heaven. $ 


Salvation, and glory, and power, belong 
unto our God:] (Omit “and honour,” and 
“the Lord," and read roù Oeo) in the geni- 
tive:—see vv. I). Gr. “The salvation 
and the glory,” &c.; or “All salvation, 
and glory,” &c. On the rendering “belong 
unto our God,” see the A.V. of Ps. iii. 8 
(LXX.). This doxology is threefold ; and on 


Y«3——5-] 


judgments: for he hath judged the 
great whore, which did corrupt the 
earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of his servants at 
her hand. 

3 And again they said, Alleluia. 
And her smoke rose up for ever and 
ever. 


REVELATION. XIX. 


^^ 


/ 


4. And the four and twenty elders 
and the four beasts fell down and 
worshipped God that- sat on the 
throne, saying, Amen ; Alleluia. 

5 And a voice came out of the 
throne, saying, Praise our God, all 
ye his servants, and ye that fear him, 
both small and great. 





the doxologies in the Apocalypse, see on ch. 
196: PW ESS vil. 2; 

2. for true and righteous are his judg- 
menn] Ci. Ch. xv. 35 xvi 7. The reason 
is here given for the ascription of praise in 
ver. 1. ‘The praise is specia]; not general as 
iis m Ch. v. T2, 13. 

Jor he hath judged tbe great harlot] A 
second coordinate clause, as in ch. xviii. 23. 

which did corrupt tbe earth| Cf. ch. xi. 
18, and the fundamental passage Jer. li. 25 
(LXX.)—the Greek verb being the same in 
all three places. 

with ber fornication,| Gr. “in her forni- 
cation.” The cunning policy by which 
the “ Harlot ” sought to bring the world and 
Christians to destruction (Hengst.). 

Instead of opposing (writes Auberlen on 
his peculiar theory — see on ch. xvii. 1), 
* and lessening, she [“ the Harlot Church"] 
promoted the sinful life and decay of the 
world by her own earthliness, allowing the 
salt to lose its savour” (7. c., p. 289). 

and he hath avenged the bloodof his servants 
at her hand.| See 2 Kings ix. 7 (LXX.). On 
the prep. (éx) c£. ch. vi. 10; Xviil. 20. 

3. And a second time they say, Halle- 
lujah.] Note the verb in the perfect,—_they 
have said. This verse is a kind of anti- 
strophe to the strophe consisting of vv. 1, 2. 

'The first Hallelujah corresponds to the 
Angels voice, ch. xviii 4-19, and is the 
response to ver. 20; this second Hallelujah 
corresponds to ch. xviii 21—24, where it is 
declared that Babylon “shall be found no 
more at all.” 

And her smoke goeth up for ever and ever. | 
Cf. ch. xviii. 9, 18; Isai. xxxiv. ro. We 
have ‘ And,” not “for” as in ver. 2, because 
this verse but repeats the preceding strophe. 


4. And the four and twenty elders and the 
four living beings] See on ch. iv. 4, 6: 
the Twenty-four Elders, the heavenly repre- 
sentatives of the Church, and the Four 
Living Beings the representatives of the living 
Creation upon earth, re-echo the strain of 
adoration,—see ch. iv. 11; v. 8, 14. 

God that sitteth on the throne,] See ch. 
V. I3. é 


saying, Amen; Hallelujah.] These words 
are taken from the end of Ps. cvi. 48 :—like 
the Song of Moses (ch. xv. 3), the Amen and 
Hallelujah of the Temple Service are used in 
Heaven. 

Thus closes, notes Hengst., what the Seer 
announces as to the fate of Babylon or 
heathen Rome, in her Imperial power, ch. 
xvii 18. On the ground of this interpreta- 
tion, St. Irenæus (ddv. Her. v. 30) expects 
the partition of the Empire among the “ Ten 
Kings.” ‘Tertullian insists that Babylon is 
with St. John, ‘ Romane urbis figura’ (Adv. 
Mar. iii. 13) ; and so, more than all the Fathers, 
St. Jerome, writing A.D. 386 (** Lege Apoca- 
lypsin Joannis et quid de Muliere purpurata 
et Babylonis cantetur exitu contuere: Exite, 
inquit Dominus, de illa, populus meus, (9c? 
(See Note B on ch. xvii. 4). Evenin Cent. v. 
Kome had not renounced its heathenism 
(see Orosius, vii. 38) ; and what was histori- 
cally realized in the course of centuriesis here 
compressed into one scene. Hence neither 
the calamities inflicted upon Rome by Alaric 
(Bossuet), nor by Attila (Grotius) exhaust 
the sense of this prophecy. At all events the 
appearance of the “Four Living Beings,’— 
who do not appear when the Judgment under 
the seventh Trumpet (ch. xi. 15-18) is come; 
and also the going forth of “the Word of God” 
(wv. 11-16) to smite the nations after this 
thanksgiving is ended, denote that the 
Kingdom of God is still making progress on 
earth. 


5. And a voice came forth from the 
throne,| See vv. [l.—the reading (dmó) de- 
noting the direction merely, not the source 
of the voice. ‘The speaker is left quite 
indefinite, as is the case so often in the Apoc. 
(see ch. i. 10; x. 4,8; xiv. 2). Hengst. and 
Ewald, referring to ch. xvi. 17, think that the 
voice must proceed from Him “ that sitteth 
on the throne,” from Christ, as in ch. iii. 21; 
v. 6; vii. 17 :—but we should note that 
Christ nowhere employs the expression “ our 
God," see John xx. 17 ;—Bengel ascribes the 
voice to the “ Four Living Beings;"—Züllig, 
De Wette, Bisping to ove of them ;—D üsterd., 
referring to ch. v. 9,to the “ Elders” and the 
* Living Beings.” This verse is not a continua- 
tion of the Hymn of praise in vv.1-4 proceed- 
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6 And I heard as it were the voice 
of a great multitude, and as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia : 


REVELATION. XIX. 


[v. 6—7. 


for the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth. 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honour to him : for the marriage 





ing from those martyrs whom Babylon had 
slain, but is rather anticipatory of the future, 
as in ch. xv. 4. I. Wiliams considers that 
the voice of the “ Saints,” on earth (ch. xviii. 
20)—who are here described as the “ ser- 
vants" of God, and who are distinguished 
from the Angels in heaven—echoes back, in 
full response, (1) the voice of *the innumer- 
able company of Angels" in ver. 1; and (2) 
that of the representatives of the Christian 
Church in ver. 4. 


saying, Give praise to our God,| ‘The 
dative case—see vv. ll. (cf. 1 Chron. xvi. 36; 
2 Chron. xx. 19, LX X.). These words are 
the translation of Hallelujah,—see on ver. 
1; the pronoun ozr being added. 


all ye bis servants, ye that fear him, 
the small and the great.| See vv. Il. for the 
omission of “ both ? :—cf. ch. xi. 18. 

'The Angel, in ver. 9, affirms the truth of 
the facts that form the theme of the Hymn of 
praise which now follows. 


THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB 
(6-8). 


6. And I heard] Asin ver. 1; and in re- 
sponse to ver. 5. ‘This last choral Hymn 
looks onwards, beyond the Divine judgments, 
to the Marriage of the Lamb. 

In vv. 6-10, notes Auberlen (p. 318), is 
described “ how the judgment of the Harlot 
prepares the justification and Marriage Feast 
of the Woman,” ‘These verses form the 
transition to the subsequent prophecies:— 
with the judgment of Antichrist (wv. 11-21) 
the Marriage Feast begins. 


and as the voice of mighty thunders] 
This Hymn of praise, according to Ebrard is 
not confined to heaven as in vv, 1-3. Here, 
the * Nations" of ch. xvii. 15, now repentant 
(ch. xi 13), are symbolized :—the “ many 
waters” point to the troubled “sea” of 
the peoples ; and the “ mighty thunders” 
to the mysterious acts and influences of 
God which lead to repentance—see ch. x. 
3, 4.  Bisping considers that all the hea- 
venly voices now combine,—the Four Living 
Beings, the Elders, the Angels and Saints; 
and thus the chorus rings forth in louder 
harmony. 


saying, Hallelujah:! ‘The participle is in 
the genitive plural, —see vv. //. 


Sor the Lord God omnipotent reignetb.] See, 


on ch.i.8. The word here rendered “ Om- 
nipotent” is elsewhere rendered “ Almighty” 
(mavrokpárop). If the pronoun be read (see 
vv. ll), translate “for the Lord our God, 
the Omnipotent, reigneth." ‘The verb is 
in the aorist:—see on ch. xi 17. Words. 
explains—“ shewed Himself to be King, by sub- 
duing His enemies”; and De Wette:—“als 
Herrscher hat sich gezeigt der Herr, unser 
Allmichtige.” 

That God takes possession of His Kingdom 
is the great theme of this verse, the full import 
of which is exhibited in ch. xx. 11-15. ‘This 
event is connected with the Marriage of the 
Lamb, vv. 7, 8 :—cf. Isai. liv. 4-8. As Hengst. 
puts it, we have negatively the foundation of 
God’s Kingdom in the overthrow of His 
enemies (ch. xii. 10); and positively, as soon 
as this event takes place, in the glorification of 
the Church. 

Here, notes Ebrard (see the remarks 
introductory to this chapter), is celebrated the 
last act of the Divine Judgment; and he 
illustrates this result by a comparison of the 
Apocalyptic times: I. (a) Three and a half 
years from the Ascension and Jerusalem’s de- 
struction, to the conversion of Israel (ch. xi. 
2, 3; xli 6);—(2) One hour (ch. xvii. 12; 
xviii. 10, 16, 19) ;—-(c) Three and a half days of 
Antichrist (ch. xi. 9, 11; xii. 14). II. (2) The 
sixth (Roman) World-power (“the one is,” 
ch. xvii. 10; c£. ch. xii. 6) ; —(2) The seventh 
World-power, the Ten Kings with the Beast 
(ch. xvii. 12) ;—(c) The eighth World-power, 
The Beast from the Abyss, Antichrist (ch. xvii. 
rir). III. (a) Babylon as the World-power 
(ch. xiii. 8);—(2) Babylon as thé Woman 
carried by the Beast (ch. xvii. 3). The fall 
of Babylon is now interposed (ch. xviii.) IV. 
(a) The Ecclesia pressa of the Gentile Chris- 
tians (ch: vii; 14; xi. xxii. xvii 65 ccc) 
to which is added Israel im Exile, Jeru- 
salem trodden down (ch. xi. 2; xii. 6) ;—(2 
Israel converted (ch. xii. 7—9) ;—(c) The Church 
in concealment (ch. xii, 13-16; cf. ch. vii. 
3-8; xix. 8). 


7. Let us rejoice and be exceeding 
glad, and let us give the glory unto 
him:] For the reading “and we will 
give,” see vv. /]. All is said in anticipation. 
The punishment of the Beast and of the 
“False Prophet" (ver. 20)—or the beginning of 
the Last Judgment—follows the fall of Baby- 
lon: and thus the reign of the “ Omnipo- 
tent” (ver. 6) and the full glory of the Church 
are yet to come, 


v. &.] 


of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready. 





for the marriage of tbe Lamb is come,] 
The *aorist proleptic" as in ch. xi. 18 ; cf. 
Che Kive ir 


* Tbe Marriage of the Lamb” is the blessed 
union of the Lord with His chosen Bride 
the Church. Although betrothed to Him 
she has not yet been brought to perfect 
union, but still lives in hope (Rom. viii. 24, 
25). The figure of marriage is borrowed 
from the Old Test.,—cf. Isai. liv. 1-8 ; Ezek. 
xvi. 8; Hos. ii. 19. On this passage compare 
Matt. xxil. 1-14. 

The event does not come to pass until 
ch. xxi. 2. We are neither to understand, 
with Vitringa, “the Marriage Supper” of ver. 
9 ;—nor refer, with Words., to John ii. 1-3, 
as in such a sense both the * Marriage" and 
the “Supper” would refer (cf. ch. xxi. 9) to 
the Church's state of happiness to be looked 
for before the End of all things;—nor yet 
understand with Züllig an *ante-past" of a 
select circle of Messiah’s friends, which con- 
tinues during the Millennial Reign (ch. xx. 4). 
We must rather infer that the voice of Scrip- 
ture declares how the union of the Lamb 
with the ** Bride," or Church of the Redeemed 
(ch. xxi. 9; xxii. 17), signifies the fral im- 
parting to the faithful of their eternal reward 
(elect, Te5 xum 12), 

It is to be observed that in Johniii. 29 it is 
not explained who is “the Bride.” In 2 Cor. 
xi. 2 St. Paul approaches the full explanation, 
which he gives in Eph. v 22-32: '"Ispeak 
concerning Christ and the Church.” ‘The 
Church therefore is“ the Bride, the Wife of 
the Lamb ":—and so in the Old Test., the 
Song of Songs, and Psal. xlv. ; cf Matt. ix. 
I5; XXV. I, &c. ; Mark ii. 19; Luke xii. 36. 
The feast, or “ante-past,” as distinguished from 
the “ Marriage,” is referred to in ch. iii. 20. 


and bis wife hath made herself ready.] 
Ready for the Bridegroom—see ch. xxi. 2 ; 
Matt. xxv. 1o. The “Marriage” itself has not 
as yet arrived, although the day has dawned ; 
and this preparation for the future union is 
alluded to in such passages as 2 Cor. xi. 2; 
Eph. v. 27. The word rendered “Wife” 
(yvvý) is used in the sense of “ Bride" in 
Gen. xxix. 21; Deut. xxii. 24 (LX X.); Matt. 
i.20. The “Bride” had already been re- 
ferred to under the figure of “a great mul- 
titude which no man could number" (ch. 
vii. 9),—as the * Woman” with the Crown 
of Stars (ch. xii. 1),—as the 144,000 on 
*the Mount Zion." She is the Church of the 
Last Days—the Elect of Israel and of the 
Heathen. She has been “made ready” in 
“ the wilderness” (ch. xii. 6); and having re- 


REVELATION, XIX. 


8 And to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 





mained faithful in the time of tribulation, the 
recompense described in ver. 8 awaits her. 

I. Williams explains:—At the fall of the 
mystic Babylon *the marriage of the Lamb 
iscome.” ‘The Apostolic “ Woman" had fled 
into the wilderness (ch. xii. 14), and had disap- 
peared from sight. In her stead was seen the 
* Harlot," in whom, for a time, the Church 
visible had been lost. Now, on the destruc- 
tion of the * Harlot,’ the Virgin Bride again 
appears (p. 391). See also Auberlen's con- 
clusion referred to in the note on ch. xviii. 4. 

De Burgh, appealing to Isai. liv. (cf. Hos. 
ii; iii), regards the emblem of marriage as 
denoting the future restoration of the Jewish 
people (p. 343). It isto be noted that writers 
who hold the doctrine of the ** Pre-millennial 
Advent of Christ," “all distinguish between 
‘the Bride of the Lamb’ and the whole number 
of the saved; affirming that the one will be 
complete at His Coming, but the other not." 
—D. Brown, Lc, p. 79. The Bride repre- 
sents *all who have believed up to the com- 
mencement of the Millennium. ‘These alone 
are the mystical body of Christ. But after 
they are completed, at the Second Advent 
the earth will be peopled by the *nations of 
the saved' in flesh and blood,—a totally dif- 
ferent party from the then glorified Bride” 
(p. 80). 

8. And it was given unto her] By 
Divine Grace,—cf. ch. vi. 4. 

that she should array herself] For 
the constr. (with iva) see ch. vi. 4; viii. 3; 
John xvii. 4. Cf. the words “ hath made ker- 
self ready,” ver. 7: “ She shall be brought unto 
the King in raiment of needlework.”—Ps. 
xlv. 14. See also Gal. iii. 27; Eph. vi. 13; 
Isai. lix. 17. 

in fine linen, bright [and] pure.] See ch. 
vii. 9. For the reading, see vv. 7]; and on 
the word “dimen,” see ch. xviii. r2, 16, as 
well as Note C on ch. xv. 6. The adjectives 
signify the brightness of a holy life, and the 
purity of the Christian character:—cf. ch. 
xiv. 1-5. Grotius notes :—“ The grave attire 
of the matron; not the gaudy splendour of 
the harlot" (ch. xvii. 3). 

Alford regards this whole verse not as 
the voice of the celestial chorus, but as a 
narrative clause “ written in the person of the 
Seer himself.” Far better, however, is it 
(with Diisterd., Ebrard, Burger, &c.) to 
consider the heavenly song as ending with 
the words “bright and pure;" the rest 
of the verse being added parenthetically by 
the Seer from his reminiscence of ch. vii. 14 ; cf. 
ch. iii. 18. See to the same effect on ver. Io. 
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and white: for the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints. 
9 And he saith unto me, Write, 


n P^ a Blessed are they which are called 
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[v. 9—10. 


unto the marriage supper of the 

Lamb. And he saith unto me, 

‘These are the true sayings of God. 
10 And I fell at his feet to wor- 





(For tbe fime linen is tbe righteous acts 
of the saints).| These words are the com- 
ment of St. John. For the word rendered 
“righteous acts" see on ch. xv. 4. De 
Wette and Bleek explain the plural to sig- 
nify the number of persons who possess this 
righteousness ;—D üsterd.: * righteous deeds 
by which the Saints have manifested their 
fidelity ” ;— Words. notes that this use of the 
plural, the * pluralis excellentiz et majestatis," 
adopted from the Hebrew, is frequent in the 
Apoc. : e.g. (cápkas) “flesh,” ch. xvii. 16; xix. 
18, 21 (cf. “ bloods,” John 1. 13). He under- 
stands “the large freeness of the righteous- 
ness bestowed by the infinite merits of Christ's 
obedience;" — Alf.: “The plural (8uaio- 
para) is probably distributive . . . one [*act 
of righteousness "] to each of the Saints, en- 
veloping him in a pure robe of righteousness." 
“Not,” adds Alt, “ Christ's righteousness 
imputed or put on, but the Saints’ righteous- 
ness... . lt is Zbetr own; inherent, not im- 
puted; but their own by their part in and 
union to Him ;"—Hengst.: Not the reward 
of the * Bride" for her preparation, as in ch. 
vi. 11; “not the g/ory of the Saints; but 
their excellencies,"— cf. ch. iii. 18. See Pro- 
fessor Archer-Butler's Sermon on “ The Wed- 
ding Garment,’ Matt. xxi. 11-14, where he 
writes: “The Wedding Garment must be 
woven and fashioned on earth. It must be 
brought from thence with each happy spirit 
to heaven.” 

In ch. xiv. 13 it is said “their works 
follow with them;” here that they are 
clothed in fine linen, which is “the righteous 
acts of the saints,” 

Before the grace of Christ, the Old Testa- 
ment conception is expressed in Isai. lxiv. 6. 


THE EPISODE (9-10). 


Before the last Vision of this series is 
exhibited to the Seer, there follows an episode, 
closely resembling that which occurs in ch. 
xiv. 12, 13. ‘The blessedness is now repre- 
sented of the guests who are symbolically 
described as the “ Bride” (Matt. xxii. 1-14 ; 
xxv. 10); and the true object of the Church’s 
worship is pointed out, as in a parable. 


9. And he saith unto me,| Note the simi- 
larity to ch. xxi. 5. All that can be said 
with certainty as to the speaker is that he is 
an Angel see ver. 10; ch. xxii. 8, 9 :—but 
what Angel? Bengel, Züllig De Wette, 
Hengst., Diisterd., Alf, assert positively 


that it is the Angel who from ch. xvii. 1 has 
stood beside the Seer; the same who in ch. 
xxi. 9 shows the “ Bride "to St. John ;—Lange 
understands the Angel of ch. xviii. 21 ;—Per- 
haps, notes Bleek, he who in ver. 5 utters 
the voice from the throne;—On the other 
hand, Ewald and Ebrard conclude that with 
the entrance of the Angel of ch. xviii. 1, the 
agency of the Angel of ch. xvii. 1 has ceased ; 
and they justly understand here the “ Angelus 
interpres " of ch. i. 1 :—see also ch. i. 1o. 


Write,| See on ch. i. 11. 


Blessed are they which are bidden to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.| Cf. ch. xiv. 13, 
to which this clause corresponds,—both de- 
noting the first stage of blessedness, and both 
forming a comment on 1 Thess. iv. 17. In 
both cases moreover a Divine confirmation 
is added : in one it is * Yea, saith the Spirit ; 
in the other, These are true words 
of God,"—see also on ver. 7; as well as the 
saying in Luke xiv. rs. For the verb “to 
bid” or * call,” see on ch. xvii. 14. The “Mar- 
riage, as pointed out on ver. 7, is to be 
distinguished from the “ Marriage Supper :" 
“The betrothal and union of Grace in this 
life passeth over into the union of glory, of 
which it is said, ‘Blessed are they who are 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. " 
—FPusey, on Hos. ii. 19. See also on ver. 17. 


And be saith unto me,| ‘These words in- 
troduce a second and distinct clause. 


These are true words of God.] See 
vv. il, Cf. ch. xxi. 5; xxii. 6. Hengst. trans- 
lates: “ These words are true, (they are the 
words) of God ;’—Diisterd. and Burger: 
** These are tbe true words of God ,"—De 
Wette, Al£: “These sayings are tbe irue 
[sayings] of God;”—Zillig: “These true 
words are God's words.” 

Bengel notes on the phrase that the word 
rendered “true” (dXn8wós, see on ch. iii. 7) 
is not put alone in the Apoc. except in this 
one place, being always conjoined with 
“holy” (ch. iii. 7), or “righteous” (ch. xv. 
3) or “faithful” (ch. xix. 11). Thus ro? 
Oco (“of God”) here supplies the place of 
“ faithful” in ch. xxi. 5; xxii. 6. 

Ebrard (see on ch. xvii. 17) would restrict 
the expression “words of God" to vv. 6-9, 
i.e., down to “the marriage supper of the 
Lamb ;"— Burger would restrict the saying to 
vv. I-8, which immediately precede ;—Diis- 
terd. would apply it to ch. xviii. 1-ch. xix. 9, 
viz. to what the Angel promises in ch. xvii. 
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ship him. And he said unto me, the testimony of Jesus: worship 


ch. 22. 9. ^See thou do it not: I am thy fellow- 


servant, and of thy brethren that have 


God: for the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy. 





1;—Alf. to all that follows ch. xvii. 1;— 
Hengst. to the preceding vv.5-8 only, viz. to 
the truths of the coming of the Lord's 
Kingdom, of the Lamb's Marriage, of the 
preparation of the Bride. 

H. Gebhardt (/ c, s. 14) infers from this 
verse, combined with ch. xxi. 5; xxii. 6, that 
a distinction is indicated between the true 
announcements of God, relating to what 
went immediately before, and the erroneous 
opinions of the Seer:—or, as he words it: 
“They modify the certainty and true Divine 
character of the rest of the contents " of the 
Apocalypse. In this he goes even beyond 
Volkmar, who sees here only a distinction 
between “the word and the spirit” of what 
is written (s. 278). 


10. And I fell down before his feet to 
worship him.| See ch. xxii. 7, 8 ; the natural 
meaning in both passages being that St. John— 
on hearing what is said in ver. 9, and the words 
“ I come "—took the Angel to be the Lord 
Himself and not a “ fellow-servant.” In ch. 
xvi r; xvii 1, the Seer recognized that the 
speaker was a created Angel; but here not 
so. On the other hand, Grotius, Vitr., 
Bengel, Ewald, Alf., see in this act a token of 
exaggerated gratitude or reverence paid to 
one who had imparted such great things ;— 
A mark of Oriental homage, notes Stern, as 
Lot (Gen. xix. 1), or Nathan before David 
(1 Kings i. 23), not as one worships God ;— 
Ebrard and Words. see in the narrative a 
warning “against all such acts of worship as 
are directed by the worshipper himself to any 
Being beside God ; "—Hengst. considers that 
St. John in his umility forgets his own share 
in imparting the revelation; and that the 
Angel in Ais humility brings this to light (see 
Matt. iii. 14; Rom. xii. 10; and cf. Acts x. 
25, 26) ;—Züllig thinks that the passage is 
founded on Dan. ii. 46, where (as Jewish tra- 
dition explains in accordance with Dan. ii. 
27-30; V. 16, 17), the Prophet refers the 
King, with his adoration, to God ; —Auberlen 
contrasts this expression of gratitude at the 
glorious promise to the Church confirmed 
by the words of ver. 9, with the feeling of 
wonder described in ch. xvii. 6; and he com- 
pares Dan. viii. 17 ;—I. Williams notes : “ It 
appears here like a termination. This end 
before the end (ch. xxii. 9), followed by 
resuming tbe subject, much resembles the 
same in St. John's Gospel, which seems to 
terminate with the chapter before the last, 
and then, after some addition, comes again to 
a similar conclusion" (p. 393). 


And be saith unto me, See [thou do it] not :] 
Gr. See; not ( Opa pn) ;—Winer (s. 530) 
explains the phrase as “ an aposiopesis :” for the 
full constr. cf. Matt. viii. 4 ; xviii, 10; 1 Thess. 
V. I5. 

Words. notes the contrast to the claim of 
the antichristian power, ch. xiii. 4, 8, 12, 15. 


I am a fellow-servant with thee] 
See on ch. i. 1. The title of “ servant” is 
assumed by the sacred writers without any 
disparagement of their office and authority:— 
ef Rome 0 £; Phi dj Dd ri; Pep 
EGC: 

and with thy brethren that have the testi- 
mony of Jesus:| Or “that hold” On 
“ the testimony of Jesus,” see ch. i. 2,93 xii. 
17; xx. 4. In ch. xxii. 9 the words are 
“with thy brethren the prophets, and with 
them which keep the words of this Book,”— 
a parallel which throws light on what follows 
here. 


worship God.| Whose servants we both 
are (see ch. xxii. 6, 9)—of Whose prophetic 
Spirit we alike partake in this our common 
ministry; and therefore one of us may not 
worship the other. 


(For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy).| These words, like the latter 
clause of ver. 8, are a parenthetical explana- 
tion given by St. John himself, who thus pre- 
pares the way for ch. xxii. g9—the meaning of 
the words being this: ‘Iam the fellow ser- 
vant of thy brethren that have the testimony 
of Jesus—that is of thy brethren the prophets ; 
for (as St. John here explains) the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” “ The testi- 
mony of Jesus,” as noted on ch. i. 2, is to be 
understood both subjectively, and objectively ; 
as denoting both the testimony borne dy Jesus 
(John iii. 31-33; viii. r4—see ch. xxii. 20), 
and the testimony borne /o Jesus (John v. 37; 
1 John i. 1-3). See Luke xxiv. 27. 

The majority of writers, however, under- 
stand these words as spoken by the Angel, 
and Stern makes the connexion to be: 
‘The gift of prophecy is thy reward for 
holding fast the testimony of Jesus,for having 
faith in Him, and bearing witness to it before 
all the world ;—and Burger interprets “ Not 
merely the gift of prophecy (x Cor. xii. 10) but 
the gift of understanding prophecy; and St. 
John differed from his ‘brethren; or fellow- 
Christains, merely in possessing a higher 
measure of this gift." 

According to Diisterd. the genitive is 
altogether subjective— the witness which pro- 
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11 And I saw heaven opened, and 
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behold a white horse; and he that 





ceeds from Jesus,” and the thought is that 
Christ, by imparting the testimony of the 
Apocalypse to believers, fills them with the 
Spirit of prophecy ;—Alf., on the other hand, 
takes the gen. to be altogether objective; the 
Angel saying: “ Thou and I and our brethren 
all bear witness to Jesus; and the way in 
which we bear this witness, the substance 
and essence of this testimony, is *the spirit 
of prophecy’ (1 Cor. xii. 13);" this Spirit 
given to me and to thee *is the token that 
we are fellow-servants;"——And so Vitringa 
(* Plenius dixisset: Spiritus testimonii Christi 
est Spiritus propbetiz ; hoc est ejusdem generis, 
dignitatis, et scopi est, cujus Spiritus pro- 
phetia”—p. 819). It has been thus inferred 
from ch. xxii. 9 (cf. ch. vi. 9 ; xii. 17) that all 
Christians, in every age, who can receive and 
understand Prophecy, have this spirit; and 
are, like St. John, fellow-servants and brethren 
of the Angels ;—so Ebrard and Bleek. Con- 
sequently Angels are not to be worshipped. 

Here comes to a close the interposed sec- 
tion (vv. I-10) which forms the transition 
from the description of the fall of Babylon— 
the hostile World-power, to the description 
of the overthrow of Satan and his allies—the 
hostile spiritual power. 


THE VISION OF THE WORD or Gop 
(11-16). 


Babylon, with which Antichrist had hitherto 
shared the rule of the world, has fallen ; and 
the Seer now returns to Antichrist and the 
“Ten Kings” (see ver. 19) who had been left 
as if with none to resist them. Their war with 
Christ has been already foreshadowed in ch. 
xvil. 14 (cf. too ch. xvi. 12, 14). The Lord 
—“*The WORD of God”—now comes for- 
ward to fight the last fight, and to bring com- 
fort and peace to His Church. 

This: description of Christ sums up the 
features and attributes cf earlier descrip- 
tions:—The White Horse (ch. vi. 2); the 
Titles (ch. iii. 143 xvii. 14); the Eyes (ch. i. 
14; li. 18); the unknown Name (ch. ii. 17); 
the Sword (ch. i. 16); the Rod of iron (ch. 
li. 27); the Winepress (ch. xiv. 20)—which 
is also recalled by the Vesture dipped in 
blood; the many Diadems (not merely Seven 
or Ten as in ch. xii. 3 ; xiii. 1) which signify that 
He combines in His Person all royal dignity 
and power ; and thus is * King of kings " (ch. 
Xvli. 14). 

But is this description symbolical or 
literal? It may be assumed with confidence 
—in accordance with the entire character of 
the Apocalypse, and in opposition to modern 
theories (see Note A at the end of this chap- 


ter)—that the scene now brought before us is 
altogether figurative and spiritual; and that 
the conflict here described is neither literal 
nor visible. I. Williams truly says (p. 402): 
“The idea of a [literal] army is altogether 
destroyed by the same being also a Marriage 
Supper and a Bride. We have, therefore, no 
clue to the nature of the fulfilment, except 
that of final discomfiture, all notion of a 
sensible warfare being stopped.” Accordingly, 
assuming that this is so, the connexion seems 
to be as follows :— The seventh and last scene 
of the Revelation proper (see the remarks in- 
troductory to ch. xvii.) begins with the vic- 
tory of Heaven overthe hostile World-power 
(ch. xvii. É-xvii 24). Then in ch. xix. 1-10 
we hear the voices of triumpb, and the an- 
nouncement of the * Marriage of tbe Lamb." 
On this follows the pictureof the overthrow 
of Satan’s allies and of himself (ch. xix. 11— 
XX. 10); this destruction of the hostile 
spiritual power being followed by the uni- 
versal Judgment (ch. xx. 11-15), and the 
glories of the New Jerusalem (ch. xxi. 1-ch. 
Xxil. 5). 

On this passage (vv. 11-21) Dean 
Vaughan, having quoted ch. xvii. 1o—** When 
be [the seventb king] cometb, be must continue 
a little while," observes: “ One day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years (2 Pet. iii. 8) ; 
and that short space has been expanded by 
the event into a period of several centuries. 
Other Babylons, on a smaller scale, and with 
features less precisely marked, have come and 
gone since St. John's prophecy against Rome 
was fulfilled. The Beast stil is, and still 
developes himself from time to time in new 
forms and shapes. Wherever he developes 
himself, there arises another Babylon.... We 
are living not in the time of the sixth, but in 
the time of the seventh Head of the Beast ; 
that Head which is known by its ‘Ten Horns; 
that power which is known by division, not 
by concentration; by a plurality, not by a 
unity of crowns and thrones on earth. And 
here we read of the closing scene of the period 
of that seventh supremacy. It is the last of 
the Empires: there is none to follow it. It 
is to terminate in that great outbreak of evil 
which under many different figures appears 
both in Old Test., and in New Test. pro- 
phecy, as the sure token of the last end of 
all” (ch. xvi. 13-16 ; xix. 19).—/. c., ii. p. 202. 

ll. And I saw the heaven opened;| In 
ch. iv. 1 * a door" is opened in heaven in order 
that the Seer may ascend thither, in spirit, 
and gaze within and learn the secret things of 
God. Here the “ Heaven” itself is opened in 
order that the Lord may issue forth with His 
hosts. ‘These Ewald would identify with the 
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sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. 

I2 His eyes were as a flame of 
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fire, and on his head were many 
crowns ; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he him- 


self. 





144,000 of ch. xiv. r-5, as they were there 
seen prepared for their victory. 

In ch. xi. 19 the Temple in heaven, and in 
ch. xv. 5 the Holy of Holies had been already 
opened; consequently argues Ebrard, no- 
thing more can be revealed in heaven, and this 
can be no new Vision, but the second part 
merely of the Vision explaining the seventh 
Vial:—see on ch. xvi. 21. Ebrard also com- 
pares this verse with ch. xiv. 14 :—In ch. xiii. 
St. John had beheld the Beast from the “ sea” or 
the Kingdom of this world; and then, in ch. 
xiv., he was led to see the 144,000 on Mount 
Zion, and to hear of the fall of Babylon, and 
to look upon the Son of Man coming “upon 
the cloud” to reap the harvest :—so here, after 
he has beheld the Beast from the Abyss (ch. 
xvii. 8) or the kingdom of Antichrist, and 
after Babylon has fallen, and he has heard the 
song of triumph over her, he looks upon 
Christ issuing forth from heaven. 


and behold, a white borse, and he that sat 
thereon,| There is here a reference to ch. 
vi. 2, where exactly the same words occur. 
Under the frst Seal the Rider on the White 
Horse went forth to his work of conquest ; 
here He comes forth to strike the last blow 
and to execute the last acts of judgment. 
In neither case does the Rider come forth 
visibly—see Note A at the end of this chapter. 
And thus the Rider beheld under the frst Seal 
reappears at the close of the Book; He is the 
Beginning and the End, the Alpha and the 
Omega of the Apocalypse (ch. 1.8; xxi. 6; 
xxi 13). 

called Fazbful and True;] (The “was” 
of A.V. is not to be inserted,—ct. ch. iv. 2, 3). 
In ch. iii. 14 the same epithets are applied 
to Christ :—on the word rendered “ True” 
see ver. 9. There is weighty authority for 
omitting the word * ealled,"—see vv. //. 


and in righteousness be doth judge and make 
qwar.] Compare Isai. xi. 3, 4. The nature 
of the judgment is indicated in conformity 
with vv. 14, 19. 1 

'l'odd,—having observed that the Vision of 
Babylon terminates, like the Visions of the 
Seals and Trumpets (ch. vi 17; xi. 15), in 
the great Day of wrath, and the establishment 
of Christ’s Kingdom,—infers that as the 
Coming of Christ in Glory *is described at 
the conclusion of each of the apocalyptic 
Visions, these Visions, although consecutive 
in the order in which they were exhibited 
to St. John, are not consecutive, but syn- 
chronous in their fulfilment;" which is to be 
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sought for in the future—in the events that 
precede, accompany, or immediately follow 
the Lord's Second Advent (/. c., p. 80). 


12. And is eyes [are] a flame of fire,] 
Omit “as,” see vv. M Cf. ch. i. 14. The 
features of this description differ in some 
respects,—required by the different circum- 
stances of ¢4is appearance—from those in ch. 
vi. 2. ‘There Christ is armed with a bow— 
the weapon which strikes from afar ; here his 
eyes “are a flame of fire"—denoting that 
He comes not to seek and to save that which 
was lost, but to scorch and to consume. Such 
is the character in which the Lord zo«v appears. 


and upon his bead [are] many diadems;] 
Not now the “crown,” the Victor’s wreath, 
but the kingly “diadem” the emblem of 
His own proper Regal authority ;--nay more, 
* many diadems," denoting the concentra- 
tion of all kingly authority in His Person, as 
plainly expressed in ver. 16: see Note D on 
ch. il. ro. E.g. Ptolemy Philometor “ set two 
diadems around his head, that of Asia and of 
Egypt.”—1 Macc. xi. 13; Artabanus also “ in 
whom the Kingdom of Parthia ended ” used 
two “diadems ”—see Spanheim, De usu Numm. 
t.i. p. 451, who refers to Joseph. 447. xiii. 8 ; 
and to Herodian, Hist. vi. 2, ed. Bekk. p. 119. 
In Diodorus Siculus (i. 47) we read of one 
having “three kingdoms on the head,’ “the 
context plainly showing that these are three 
diadems, the symbols of a triple royalty.”— 
Trench, Syzoz., p. 77. Pusey, on Zech. vi. 11, 
notes that the “ crowns” there spoken of were 
not “ diadems" at all, but *circlets of silver 
and gold.” Referring to this place, Ziillig 
would explain the *Ten Diadems" of ch. 
xiii. 1 to be trophies of victory borne away by 
Christ from the “Ten Kings” of ch. xvii. 12:— 
cf. 2 Sam. xii. 30. To this D üsterd. objectsthat 
the “ Kings" had not yet been conquered. 


and be hath a name written, which no 
one knoweth but be himself.| See Matt. 
xi. 27. The “ New Name” of ch. ii. 17; iii. 
12, which will finally be disclosed to those 
“which are bidden zo the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb.” St. John sees the “Name”; 
it appears “ written ;" but he can neither read 
nor express it: cf. Judges xiii. 18. Some say 
it is the ineffable name JEHOVAH; others 
“ The WORD of God,” ver. 13:—but neither 
of these names is “NEW,” nor is either of them 
unknown. It has also been asked avZere this 
name was written? On the diadems? On the 
forehead (so Burger after the analogy of 
ch, vii. 3; xiv. 1)? On the vesture? On the 
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13 “And he was clothed with a 
vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name is called The Word of God. 

I4 And the armies which were in 
heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 





horse? 
be given. 
Alford admits into the text the words in- 
serted merely by “ B, Syr., Andr." (see vv. //., 
and Tisch. 8th ed.) He renders *having 
[names written, and] a name written," 
&c., expressing, however, a doubt as to their 
genuineness ; and suggesting *that the names 
were inscribed on the diadems, signifying the 
import of each ":—Reuss would explain this 
doubtful reading by a reference to the names 
Messiah, Christ, Word, Son of David. 


18. And be [is] arrayed in a vesture 
dipped in blood:| On the word “dipped” 
(BeBappévov) see John xiii. 26; the verb 
occurs elsewhere only in Luke xvi. 24. Cf. 
ver. 15; and ch. xiv. 20. For the reading 
“sprinkled with blood,” see vv. //.:—cf. 
Plebs bras TOGAT K 22 dau Ar Peter. 
2. ‘The reference in any case is to Isai. lxiii. 
2, 3:—doubtless the blood of His enemies. 
Words. notes that St. Hippolytus (żin Noet. § 
15, p. 53, ed. Lagarde) reads “sprinkled,” 
but “explains it as referring to Christ’s own 
blood, by which the Incarnate Word cleansed 
the world.” 


and bis name is called) ‘The verb is in the 
perfect tense,—see vv. I 


The Word of God.) This is no “new 
name:” by this title of “THE WORD” 
Christ is designated only by St. John: 
—here, in John i. 1-14, and in xı John 
i.r. He is the Personal Revelation of God 
Himself—in Whom dwells the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily (Col. ii. 9). Lücke and 
others object that we have here “the Word 
of God,” and not, absolutely, “the Word” 
(see Introd. § 7, III. (4) ). The writer, how- 
ever, of the Fourth Gospel was confessedly 
the writer of the First Epistle, and there, too, 
the title is not “the Word,” absolutely, but 
“the Word of Life It may be noted that 
the phrase “the word of God” (also 6 Adyos) 
—when not used as a title of the Personal 
Word—occurs in ch. i. 2, 9; vi. 9; xx. 4:— 
see on ch. i. 2; and cf. ch. xvii. 17 ; xix. 9. 

At His first coming in humility He is 
known as “ The Son of Man ;” at His Second 
Coming in glory as “THE WORD OF 
GOD." 


14. And the armies which [are] in heaven] 


To these questions no answer need 
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15 And out of his mouth goeth 
a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and 
he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty 


God. 





(See vv. I). It is in close accordance with 
the usage of Scripture—as well as with the 
interpretation adopted above—to hold that 
the heavenly Host (Luke ii. 13) which ac- 
companies Christ in this His manifestation 
as Judge, is composed of Angels only (see 
Matt. xvi. 27; xxv. 31; 2 Thess. i. 7; and cf. 
1 Kings xxii. 19; Ps. cxlviii. 2). Ziillig, 
Diisterd., De Burgh, Alf. would include the 
glorified Saints also who are introduced in 
ch. xvii. 14. The share of the Saints, however, 
in the Judgment (1 Cor. vi. 2, 3) is described 
for the first time in ch. xx. 4 :—see on ver. 11, 

Jollosved him upon white borses,] Symbol- 
izing a triumphant march—see on ch. vi. 2. 

clothed in fine linen, white [ and] 
pure] (Omit “and”—see vv.//). White 
is the colour and livery of heaven—see on 
ch. i. 14; here the holiness and purity of the 
heavenly host are symbolized (cf. ver. 8). 
Hengst. would refer to ch. xv. 6, but see the 
note on the text of that verse. Their garments 
are not, like their Leader’s, “dipped in,” or 
“sprinkled with bod” (cf. “ Their blood 
shall be sprinkled upon My garments,” Isai. 
Ixiii. 3). This Host is without sword or spear 
—arms of actual warfare are assigned only 
to the WORD; see on ch. xvii. 14. 


15. proceedeth a sharp sword,] See on 
ch. i. 16; cf. ch. ii.12, 16. Compare also “the 
breath of bis mouth,” 2 Thess. ii. 8. In illus- 
tration of the effect of Christ’s words upon 
His enemies, Hengst. refers to John xviii. 5. 
Such features of the description as we have 
here show that all is symbolical. 

that with it) ‘The preposition (èv) is in- 
strumental. j 

and be shall rule themi] See on ch. ii. 27; 
xii. 5. Here, and in the words “ he treadeth,” 
the pronoun “He” (aùrós) is emphatic— 
* H E" and none other. 

be treadeth] In ch. xiv. 17-19 it was 
“ another Angel” who gathered the vintage of 
the earth; but how “the qwine-press was 
trodden” (ver. 20) is not stated. As in 
Isai. lxiii. 3, Christ treads “the qwine-press 
alone.” 


the wine-press of the ferceness of the 
wrath of Almighty God] See vv. Il, :—cf. 
ch. xiv. 8, 10; ch. xvi. 19. Gr. the wine- 
press of the wine of the fierceness. 


ch. 17. 


v. T 6—418.] 


I6 And he hath on i; vesture and 
on his thigh a name written, "KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 

17 And I saw an angel standing 
in the sun ; and he cried with a loud 
voice, saying to all the fowls that fly 
in the midst of heaven, Come and 
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gather yourselves together unto the 
supper of the great God ; 

18 That ye may eat the flesh of 
kings, and the flesh of captains, and 
the flesh of mighty men, and the 
flesh of horses, and of them that sit 
on them, and the flesh of all men, both 
free and bond, both small and great. 





The two images of the * cup of wrath” and 
of the * wine-press" in ch. xiv. 1o, r9, are 
here combined. 

He comes to execute judgment on the god- 
less, as described in Jude 14, 15. 


16. And he hath upon Ais vesture, and 
upon dis thigh a name written,| (See vv. I). 
Many explain that the name was written on 
the vesture only ;—upon the part of it which 
covered the thigh: so De Wette, Hengst., 
Diisterd., Bisping, &c. Hengst. observes that 
the thigh is introduced as the place where the 
sword (which is not mentioned ere, see 
ver. 15) is usually found, in accordance with 
Ps. xlv. 3: “ Gird thee with thy sword upon 
thy thigh, O most mighty.” W etstein, Eichhorn, 
De Wette, refer to the custom of engraving 
the artists name on the thigh of a statue 
(*Signum Apollinis cujus in femore nomen 
Myronis erat inscriptum."— Cicero, Verr. iv. 
43; cf. Pausanias, Eliac. extr.; Herod. ii. 
106; and Wetstein zz /oc.). 


KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS.| The order is that in 1 Tim. vi. 15; 
but the order of ch. xvii. 14 is inverted. For 
shew title s cb Deut x. 175 n Ezragwit-s12/; 
Pssxexxxvi.3 Dan: i. 37,47 s Vil. 25. 

Hengst. notes that the names of Christ in 
this Vision are four—(1) “ Faithful and True” 
(ver. 11); (2) the Name “that no man knew” 
(ver. 12); (3) “ The Word of God” (ver 13); 


(4) and here “ King of Kings and Lord of 


Lords,” —“ Before this sacred number four, 
the earth, whose signature is four, must 
tremble.” In an elaborate, but most unsatis- 
factory dissertation, Ziillig tries to establish a 
parallel between these four names and the 
titles of Messiah in Isai. ix. 6:—(1) (as 
Hengst.) * Wonderful, Counsellor ;” (2) “ The 
Mighty God” (or as Ziillig explains “ The 
Divine hero— the hero of might”); (3) “ The 
Everlasting Father” (or as he explains)—“ The 
forerunner for the gaining of spoil "—* Vor- 
mann zum Beutemachen”); (4) “The Prince 
of Peace.” (“Der Sprech-geist Gottes ”). 
The Action now begins :— 


THE CONFLICT (17-21). 


17. An angel] Gr. one Angel:—cf. 
ch. viii, 13; xvill. 21. 


standing in the sun;| From which station, 
writers comment, as well suiting the glory of 
the Angel, be can best summon the birds in 
mid-heaven, who surround the place where 
the Angel stands; and whence his voice can be 
heard by the whole earth. 


and be cried with a great voice, saying to 
all the birds that fy in mid-heayen,| 
See ch. viii. 13; xiv. 6. 

Come [and] be gathered together] (Omit 
“and;” see vv. Il). This call of the Angel 
directs us to the same memorable call in Ezek. 
XXxIx. 17-20, and to the mysterious gathering 
against Israel, there described, of Gog and 
Magog ; thus connecting that description with 
their appearance in ch. xx. 8. The usual 
imagery, signifying a disastrous defeat, is 
employed :—see 1 Sam. xvii. 46 ; Isai. xviii. 6 ; 
Jer. vil. 33; xii. 9; cf. also Matt. xxiv. 28. 

Universal nature is summoned to rejoice 
at this consummation of God's purpose. 


unto the great supper of God;] See 
vv. ll. We have to note the contrast here to 
“the Marriage Supper” of the Lamb, ver. 9. 
This passage gives one aspect of “the war of 
the Great Day of God, the Almighty ”—ch. 
xvil.r4. Forthe other aspect see ch. xx. 7-9. 

*|t is the great Epiphany,". notes I. 
Williams (p. 400). “ The first Epiphany was 
by a Star, this in the Sun.” Beda understands 
the Eagle-spirits of heaven: * Ye holy souls 
that hunger after righteousness, come now 
and behold the righteous judgments of God.” 

Andreas takes the birds to be good Angels; 
—Primasius makes them to be evil angels ;— 
Brightman and others understand nations and 
churches which have not yet attained full 
truth. 


18. and the flesh of captains,| Or military 
tribunes,—Gr. chiliarchs. 

and the flesh of horses and of them that sit 
thereon, ‘The word “flesh” is repeated 
here five times in the plural (see on ver. 8): 
Words. takes this to denote “the complete- 
ness and universality of God's retribution.” 

both free and bond, and small and great.] 
The word “ both” is read in the Greek,—see 
vv. ll. Hengst. compares this enumeration 
to those in ch. vi. 15; xiii. 16; there are 
four classes (Kings, Captains, Mizhty men, 
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I9 And I saw the beast, and the 
kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against 
him that sat on the horse, and against 
his army. 

20 And the beast was taken, and 
with him the false prophet that 





Riders); and another composed of four 
members, the “free and bond,” the “ small 
and great.” 

“The world," notes Auberlen, “in its 
opposition to God, when it has reached the 
highest development of its material and 
spiritual power, is after all only a decorated 
carcase, decaying; round which the eagles 
gather, and to devour which all the birds 
that fly in the midst of heaven are called 
together " (p. 323). 

19. And Isaw] The past tense here, and 
in vv. 20, 21,imports that this act of the 
judgment was represented in Vision; not de- 
scribed, as in ch. xviii. 


the beast,| Of ch. xiii. 1. Ebrard however, 
understands not “the Beast from the sea,’—the 
World-power; but the “ Beast from the 
Abyss,’— Antichrist, (ch. xvii. 8): see on ch. 
SILET 

and the kings of the earth,| The allies of 
the Beast—the “ Ten Kings” of ch. xvii. 12, 13 
who are called up by demons, see ch. xvi. 13- 
16. Ebrard draws a distinction between the 
* kings of tbe earth” (ch. xviii. 3, 9), and their 
* armies ;" both together making up the ** Ten 
kingdoms” whichare symbolized by the “ Ten 
Kings" of ch. xvii. 12. Hengst. takes the 
phrase “kings of the earth” as the contrast 
to “the King of Kings,” who is of Heaven. 

and their armies,| Consisting of the in- 
habitants of the earth—see ch. xiii. 4, 8, 16. 


gathered together to make war| Gr. the 
war (see vv. I. here and in ch. xx. 8). The 
article is emphatic :—żbþe great last struggle 
for which they had assembled under ‘the 
sixth Vial (ch. xvi. 12-16; xvii. 14), but 
which does not take place until now—* The 
Great Day of God, the Almighty” (ch. xvi. 14). 


against bim tbat sat on tbe borse, and against 
bis army.] Note here the sing. “ army,” as 
contrasted with * armies” above. ‘The unity 
among Christ's followers is signified—He 
has but one army, composed of various hosts: 
see ver. 14. 

‘The appearance of Christ, writes Ebrard, 
has put an end to the attack on the Church— 
see ch. xii 15. „Antichrist now turns 
against the Lord Himself. 

The rationalistic interpretation may be 
summed up in the words of Renan :—“ Al- 
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[v. 19—20. 


wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped his image. 
These both were cast alive into 
a lake of fire burning with brim- 
stone. 





though Rome is destroyed, the Roman world, 
represented by Nero, the Antichrist, is not 
annihilated .... The prophet sees the Beast 
(Nero), and the kings of the earth (the 
Generals of the Provinces, almost indepen- 
dent) and their armies, united to make war 
against Him who is seated on the White 
Horse” (Ley p. 444): see on ch. xvii. 12. 


20. And tbe beast was taken,] This verb 
(medo) is characteristic of St. John's style: 
—it occurs eight times in the Fourth Gospel ; 
elsewhere in the New Test. in Acts iii. 7; xii. 
4; 2 Cor. xi. 32. Züllig and Hengst. note 
that it is not stated how or by whom the 
Beast was seized :—doubtless it was by the 
army of Christ. 

On this description see Dan. vii. 11. 


and with bim the false prophet) See on 
ch. xiii. 11-17; with which passage agrees 
this appearance of the * False Prophet.” See 
also ch. xvi. 13. 


that wrought the miracles in his sight, | 
See ch. xiii. 13; Gr., the signs :—the “ False 
Prophet” being thus identified with the 
second Beast in ch. xiii. 11. This perform- 
ing of miracles, notes Bengel, explains why 
the “ False Prophet” receives a like punish- 
ment with the Beast. 

.Wherewith be deceived them] See ch. 
xiii. 14. 

Ebrard thus explains the connexion with 
ch. xiii, :— The agency of the “ False Prophet” 
is carried on in the sixth World-Kingdom, 
risen again from apparent destruction; but 
now long since subverted asa World-kingdom 
(or Beast from the“ Sea”), The World-power 
has parted into three powers (cf. ch. xvi. 19 
with ch. xvii.)—into (1) the “Ten Kings” 
(as a seventh World-power); (2) the Beast 
from the Abyss (as becoming near the 
seventh); (3) Babylon, now become the 
'" Woman." After this, Babylon (ch. xvii. 16) 
has been utterly and for ever- overthrown 
(ch. xviii. 21); the * Ten Kings " have given up 
their power to the Beast from the Abyss; 
and this Beast then reigns as the eighth World- 
power. Asthe “ False Prophet,” in ch. xiii. 11, 
had come to help the Beast from the “ Sez ” in 
his sixth form; so now an analogous lying- 
power (in another form but in the same spirit 
—that of the Dragon) comes to help the 
Beast in his eighth form—i.e., the Beast from 


v. 21.] 


21 And the remnant were slain 
with the sword of him that sat upon 
the horse, which sword proceeded 
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out of his mouth : and all the fowls 
were filled with their flesh. 





the Abyss—and will exercise anew his old 
arts until Christ's Second Coming (s. 507). 


that bad received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped bis image:] See ch. 
XIN. 15, r6. 

they twain were cast alive into the lake 
of fre| Or Gehenna (Matt. x. 28; Mark ix. 
43; Jas. iti. 6)—“ the eternal fire ” (Matt. xxv. 
41). The word * Gehenna " is not found in 
the writings of St. John. This language rests 
on such passages as Isai. xxx. 33; lxvi. 24. 
On the “Lake of Fire,” cf ch. xx. ro, 14; 
xxl. 8. 

For Renan's explanation of the source of 
this symbolism, see on ch. ix. 2. 

We are to note that St. John implies a 
distinction between the place of Satan's abode, 
RAE PaO Mss (CD IX IG Xi 2: KVIT, "81 T XX: 
I, 3)—and the place of Satan's punishment 
“the Lake of Fire" (ch. xix. 20 ; XX. I0, 14,15; 
xxi. 8). 

that burneth with brimstone:| (Note 
the irregular concord here,—see vv. l). 
This casting alive into the * Lake of Fire" (cf. 
Dan. vii. 11) has been contrasted with the 
Ascension of the “Two Witnesses” (ch. xi. 11, 
12) to heaven. It is not stated who inflicts 
this judgment; the agent is doubtless some 
“ ministering spirit” as in ch. xx. 2. 

They are cast “alive,” notes Hengst., for 
they have not a human nature,—they are 
purely ideal forms: ‘Those who are human 
suffer a bodily death, ver. 21. 

These are living men, notes Burger, not 
personifications which could not be cast into 
the “ Lake of Fire.” 


21. and the rest were slain; All the in- 
habitants of the earth, ch. xii. 3, 8, 14, 
16 (Düsterd.);—the adherents of Antichrist 
enumerated in ver. 18 (Hengst., Ebrard, 
Bisping) ;—or the “ kings” and their “ armies” 
(ver. 19), which seems to be the most natural 
meaning. So in effect Auberlen (p. 339); 
who considers that the unconverted Jews and 
Heathen still survive on earth, inasmuch as, 
never having come into contact with the 
Gospel, they are therefore not guilty of re- 
jecting it. 


with tbe savord of bim that sat on the 
borse, [even the sword] which came 
forth out of bis mouth:| (See vv.//.). Asin 
ver. 15. Death—spiritual death, no doubt, see 
Isai. xi. 4—falls on them as a preliminary 
punishment: see ch. xx. 12-15. 

Burger—who looks upon this conflict as 
literal and visible—admits that “ the sword” 
is not a literal “ sword,’ but he gives as 
illustrations of what is intended the events 
referred to in Josh. x. 12; 2 Kings xix. 35 ; 
and also ch. xx. 9, together with the descrip- 
tion of ch. xvi. 18-21—-especially the “ great 
hail.’ Nevertheless Burger doubts whether 
this judgment on Antichrist and the Lord’s 
appearance described in vv. 11-16 are what 
we read of in Matt. xxiv.30; xxv. 31; John 
v. 28, 29; 2 Cor. v. 1c. He also points to 
the difference between vv. 11-16 and ch. xx. 
11. These difficulties, to which his exposition 
is exposed, he leaves unsolved. 

and all the birds] See ver. 17. 

The following expositions have been given : 
—The “birds” (vv. 17, 21) are, according to 
Hammond, the Goths and Vandals who 
desolated the Roman Empire ;—According to 
Cocceius they are the Turks who after the 
fall of Constantinople devastated the Catholic 
countries of the West;—According to Hengst. 
the Huns ;—Wetstein applies the prophecy 
to the murder of Domitian (ver. 20), and 
the overthrow of his soldiers (ver. 21);— 
Grotius applies ver. 19 to the Emperor 
Julian and his partizans; and ver. 20 to the 
abolition of pagan sacrificial rites by Theodo- 
sius and Justinian;--C. à Lapide under- 
stands a description of the miserable deaths 
of heretics ;—Stuart notes: ‘The substantial 
meaning is that the leaders as well as their 
followers in the persecutions directed against 
the Christians will be subjected to a speedy 
and dreadful punishment : “ I doubt not that 
the great truth taught is, that final, complete, 
and certain victory over heathenism will be 
achieved" (vol. il. p. 352). He makes “ the 
Second Catastrophe” (see the remarks intro- 
ductory to ch. xii.) to end here; the “ Third 
Catastrophe and sequel” being contained in 
ch. xx. I-XXil. 5. 





ADDITIONAL NOTE on Chap. XIX. 


NOTE A ON VER. 11—THE PRE-MILLEN- 
NIAL ADVENT. 


A controversy which embraces more than 
one question has arisen at this point in modern 


times respecting the Second Coming of Christ, 
—‘ Will it be pre-Millennial? ” 

The Second Advent,—the “ Presence,”—the 
“Parusia” of Christ (7 mapovata rod Xpioro?), 
—is frequently spoken of by the writers of the 
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New Test. in connexion with the Last Judg- 
ment,— Matt. xxiv. 3, 37; 1 Cor. xv. 23; 2 
‘Thess, 1.8; James v. 7, 8: 2 Pet. 1, 16 ; &c, 
In St. John's writings the word zapovota is 
found only ini John ii. 28, and does not 
occur in the Apocalypse (see on ch. xvii. 8). 
Now the Last Judgment is not described in 
this Book until ch. xx. 11; and Scripture 
recognizes only oze visible Return, or Coming, 
or * Parusia,” of Christ. The question, there- 
fore, arises, whether the issuing forth of the 
Lord from heaven, as described in vv. 11-21 
is oris not visible? Whether the conflict here 
is literal or symbolical? In other words, 
whether the overthrow of Antichrist is carnal 
orspiritual? Christ has, it is true, intimated 
that all is not to be peace on earth (Matt. x. 34); 
and the Church will, doubtless, be militant 
unto the End:—but St. Paul defines the 
means by which alone the Cross is to triumph 
when he declares that the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh (2 Cor. x. 4). 
Dr. David Brown well observes: “The 
Kingdom of Christ not being ‘ of this world, 
and so not ‘bearing the sword,’ does not 
‘break in pieces and consume all these king- 
doms’ (Dan. ii. 44) in any such pitched battle 
as the armies of men contend for the mastery 
in, and such as many are wont to represent 
‘the battle of that great day of God Almighty’ 
at ‘ Ar-Mageddon.’ . . . I believe the warfare 
itself to be not carnal. There may be much 
carnal warfare in connexion with it... . But 
. .. this symbolical description [Rev. xix. 
11—21] of the conflict that is to issue in the 
final destruction of Antichrist and all his party, 
does not lead me the more to expect a ‘ carnal 
warfare, but just the reverse.... The final 
issue is to be gradual rather than immediate— 
the result of many blows rather than of one.” 
—Christ’s Second Coming : Will it be Premillen- 
nial? p. 334. 

The question, in short, amounts to this, Is 
the Second Advent of Christ to re-constitute, 
or to terminate the present state of things? 
—to establish an earthly (Millennial) kingdom 
illuminated by the beams of His Glory, and 
pervaded by the sense of His visible Presence ? 
that is to say, Is the doctrine of what is 
called the “Premillennial Advent” true? 
That doctrine is as follows:—The present 
earthly state of things is not to terminate 
with the Second Coming of Christ, but to be 
then set up in a new form; when the Re- 
deemer with His glorified Saints will reign in 
Person for a Thousand Years over a world 
of men still in the flesh (see Brown, /.c., p. 
6). And again: “But it may be said, if this be 
not the Second Advent, where does it occur 
in the Apocalypse after this? ‘After the 
Miliennium, says Mr. Birks, ‘there is not 
found one syllable in the prophecy expres- 
sive of such an Advent? ‘True, for this is 
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symbolical and figurative ;...But when I read 
thus, ‘And I saw’ [after the Millennium] ‘a 
great white throne, &c. &c. [ch. xx. 11], and 
connect this with 2 Pet. iii. 10, I see the Lord 
personally present in the one passage, while 
the other informs me he has only then come. 
Thus no attempt is made in the Apocalypse 
to picture by symbols the Personal Advent, 
but in place of it He is beheld in His great 
white throne—just come; with which agree 
the words of Jesus himself, ‘When the 
Son of Man shall come in His glory, and 
all the holy angels with Him, then shall 
He sit upon the throne of His glory?” (l. c. 
P- 446). i à 
On the other hand, the majority of exposi- 
tors, of the most different schools, decide that 
the Second Advent of Christ is to be visible: 
many writers further insisting that the Second 
Advent is £o precede the Millennium. ‘Thus 
Auberlen: “This coming of Christ [to *es- 
tablish His kingdom of glory upon earth’] 
must be carefully distinguished from His 
Coming to the final Judgment. It is this 
Coming which both Daniel and John describe 
(Rev. xix. 11-12; Dan. ii. 33-44; vii. 9-14, 
26, 27); it is this Coming by which all shall 
be fulfilled which the prophets of the Old 
Test. have prophesied concerning the Mes- 
sianic time of peace and prosperity; it is this 
Coming which the Lord Jesus refers to in His 
discourse, Matt. xxiv. 29, &c., as distinguished 
from that spoken of in Matt. xxv. 31”. ... 
“The expression, ‘the Parusia of Christ’ de- 
notes in the New Test., this Advent, and it 
alone; and this Second Coming of Christ, 
viewed in connexion with the Kingdom 
established by it upon earth (the Millennial), 
occupies a much more prominent position in 
the Biblical mode of conception, than in that 
of the modern Church. Passages like Matt. 
xxiv. 27-31; Acts i 11; Rev. i 7, leave 
scarcely a doubt that this appearance of the 
Lord will be visible” (/.c., p. 322). [Itisa 
mere assumption, it may be observed, on Au- 
berlen’s part, that the passages last quoted 
refer to vv. 11-21, and not to the Lord's ap- 
pearance in ch. xx. 11). Auberlen next pro- 
ceeds to bring in his theory of “an invisible 
Church” (see on ch. xvii. 1) :—* The funda- 
mental importance of this Coming of the Lord 
consists (according to Col. iii. 3, 4) in this, 
that Christ and His Church shall become 
manifest and visible, even as before they are 
hid in God. The Advent of Christ has a 
two-fold object,--'T'o judge the W orld-power, 
and to bring to the Church redemption, 
glorification, and power over the world” 
(did.). From this conclusion Bisping only 
differs in not assigning so much importance 
to this victory over Antichrist, and to the 
Millennial reign, which he regards as merely 
a transition period, and not the ultimate ob- 


Wen] 


ject of the Second Advent. No less certain 
is Mr. Birks (* The Four Prophetic Empires,” 
p. 330) that “The Second Advent of our 
Lord, as described in the latest prophecy of 
Scripture, does not follow, but precedes the 
Millennial kingdom.” To the same effect 
De Burgh distinguishes 72i; appearance of 
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Christ, or the Second Advent, from the gene- 
ral Judgment, ch. xx. 12-13; previously to 
which as well as to the Millennium, comes 
this “special judgment on a specific body of 
persons, an organized faction, found in op- 
position to Him, and His Kingdom" (4 c., 
P- 345). 
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Magog. 10 The devil cast into the lake of 
CHAPTER XxX. fire and brimstone. 12 The last and general 
resurrection. 


2 Satan bound for a thousand years. 6 The 
first resurrection: they blessed that have part 
therein. '] Satan let loose again. 8 Gog and 


ND I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key 








[Ver. 2 [A reads ó ojus ó dpxaios] Ver. 3 om. 2nd abróv.—[A reads éupevos abróv for 
€mávo avtov|.—om. kai before perá. Ver. 4 om. Ist abrv.—om. rá before xidua. Ver. 5 
om. Oé.—t(ncav aypi [1 reads dvéornoav adypi—T. R. dvétnoay &ws, Erasmus having 
taken the first syllable av from his manuscript, and é(noav éws from the Vulg. vixerunt donec. 
Er. himself, in his five editions, has gs reAeoÓj rà yia črn dypu—üypi being a printer's 
error. Ver. 6 [N, B read rà xQua,—4A omits ra]. Ver. 8 vóv sóAepov [cf. ch. xix. 19]— 
Gv ó dpiÜuàs aùrâôv. Ver. 9 om. and rod Oeod [cf. ch. xxi. 2, ro]. Ver. 10 kai before rò 
Onpiov. Ver. 11 uéyav Aevkóv. Ver. 12 robe peyddovs kal roùs pkp. [the words pukpovs 
xai peyddous (of T. R.), omitted in 1, are found in the commentary of Andreas. Cf. ch. 


Xi. 18; xii r6; xix. 5, 18].—évómiov rod Opdvov. 
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Ver. 13 twice reads rods vekpoùs rods 


Ver. 14 otros 6 Óávaros ó Öeúrepös crv, ) Aluvn ToO mupós.] 





After the “Seven plagues which are the 
last” (ch. xv. 1) comes the final Judgment 
itself, in the different stages of which the 
Three great Enemies of God receive their 
doom. These are the Dragon—of whom we 
first read in ch. xii., and his two agents, the 
Beast from the “Sea,” or World-power (ch. 
xiii. 1), and the Beast from the “ Earth,” or 
* False Prophet " (ch. xiii. 11); cf. ch. xvi. 13. 
'The enmity of these two agents of the prin- 
ciple of evil derives its source from Satan 
himself; and is realized throughout the 
Visions which follow, in bloodshed, persecu- 
tion, seduction, and blasphemy. This God- 
opposing power is further manifested in ch. 
xvii. 3 under the two connected forms of the 
World-kingdom, or Beast, and the World- 
city, or ^ Harlot.” In the description of the 
Last Judgment this order is reversed. Satan 
is now introduced and judged, not first of 
all but last of all, when he is ‘‘ cast into the 
lake of fire " (ch. xx. 10). In ch. xix. 20, his two 
agents, the Beast and the “ False Prophet,” 
had been subjected to the same sentence; 
while earlier still, the seat of the World- 
power, Babylon, the “ Harlot,” had been de- 
stroyed (ch. xviii.). 

But what is the place of the opening verses 
of this twentieth chapter in this symbolical 
picture of the final triumph of the Divine 
kingdom over the kingdom of evil? Omitting 
minor differences there are here two opposite 
systems of interpretation :— 


I. This chapter takes up and continues in 
historical order the narratives of the preceding 
Visions; 

II. In ch. xx. 1-9 we have, not a con- 
tinuation of what went before, but a “ Re- 
capitulation " of events dating from the First 
Advent. of Christ—ch. xix. 21 being con- 
tinued at ch. xx. 1o. 

On these two systems see the Excursus at 
the end of this chapter. 


THE, THOUSAND YEARS (1-6). 


1. And I sawan angel coming down out 
of Aeaven,| One of the host of Angels to 
whom the key of the Abyss is given, as in 
ch. ix. 1. In order to execute his office, the 
Angel comes “ down out of heaven,” for Satan 
has no longer a place there—see ch. xii. 9, 12. 

'The punishment of Satan, notes Auberlen, 
is always done by ministering Angels :—in 
ch. xii. by the Archangel Michael; here by 
an “ Angel”; in ver. to no agency is spoken 
of :—see on ch. xii. 7. 

Appealing to ch. i. 18, Hengst. (and so 
St. Augustine, Vitr., and others) decides 
that this Angel must be Christ Himself, “as at 
vii. 2; X. 1 ; XIV. 17 ; xviii. 1" (but see the notes 
on these texts);—]Joachim and Cocceius un- 
derstand the Holy Spirit ;—Bullinger regards 
him as symbolizing the Twelve Apostles ;— 
De Lyra, either Pope Calixtus II. (who com- 
pelled the Emperor Henry V. to yield on the 
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of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. 


2 And he laid hold on the dragon, 


REVELATION. XX. 


[v. 2. 


that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, 








question of Investitures, A.D. 1122), or Pope 
Innocent III. ; — According to Brightman, 
the Angel is Constantine the Great. 

having the key of the Abyss] The 
present abode of Satan and his evil spirits— 
see ch. ix. 1-11; and cf. on ch. xi. 7; xvii. 8. 
This is to be distinguished from the * Lake 
of Fire,’ ver. 10, a further and more awful 
place of punishment: see Matt. viii. 29; xxv. 
41. St. Augustine (see on ver. 3), as already 
quoted on ch. ix. r, seems not to regard 
the * Abyss" as a place at all; and similarly 
Ebrard (also quoted there) takes the mean- 
ing to be symbolical. It cannot, he argues, 
denote an actual locality, because the * Abyss" 
is first opened under the f/f Trumpet (ch. 
ix. 1, 2); while Satan nevertheless is both in 
heaven and on earth, see ch. xii. 3, 7-13: and 
again, because he has power to send from it 
the “ Locusts” (ch. ix. 11), as well as the 
Beast, ch. xi. 7 ; xvii. 8:—but see on ver. 2. 


and a great chain in bis hand.) Gr., upon 
his hand,—lying on it, and hanging from 
it, prepared to execute the Divine Will, and 
bind Satan: cf. ch. v. 1. 

Bossuet takes the chain figuratively to mean 
“the inviolable commands of God, and the 
impress of His Eternal Will.” 


2. And be laid hold on tbe dragon,] For the 
Three great Enemies of God’s Kingdom, see 
ch. xiii. 2, 4, 1r; xvi. 13. On the “con- 
tinuous” system of interpretation, ch. xix. 
21 is taken up here--see Note A at the end 
of this chapter. Cf. ch. xii. 3 as to the first 
' appearance of the Dragon. 


the old serpent.| Note the nominative 
here (see vv. //.) marking the prominence 
of the idea—see Introd. § 7, IV. (4). The same 
titles used in ch. xii. 9 are here repeated ver- 
batim; see also ch. xii. 14,15. The word 
* Devil” used again in ver. 1o is also found 
in ch. ii. 10; xli. 12 :—the word “Satan” used 
again in ver. 7 is also found in ch. ii. 9, 13, 
24; ll. 9. Hengst. suggests that the exact 
repetition of these titles refers to the funda- 
mental victory over Satan spoken of in ch. xii. 
9. (This verse is quoted by St. Justin M., 
Apol. i. 28: see Introd. § 2, a). 


which is tbe Devil, and Satan, and bound 
him] Satan being a spirit, the binding by the 
“chain” must be understood figuratively ;— 
not permitting him, as St. Augustine explains, 
to exercise his whole power of temptation. 
The expression “ bound,” recalls the binding of 
“the strong man,” “ Beelzebub tbe prince of the 
devils,” Satan, Matt. xii. 24, 29; Mark iii. 26, 





27. On the overthrow of Satan’s power 
compare Luke x. 18; John xii. 31; xvi. 11; 
2 Pet. nu, 4; Jude 6. 

The binding of Satan, notes Auberlen, as 
a Millennarian, is mentioned first, because 
it is organically connected with ch. xix. 20. 


for a thousand years, | The accusative case— 
signifying the duration of this binding of 
Satan: cf. ch. ix. 5. ‘The importance of this 
period of duration is indicated by its being 
repeated six times in vv. 2—7. 

That the period of a “ Thousand Years” is 
to be taken figuratively, is in accordance with 
such texts as Ps. xc. 4 (^ A thousand years 
in thy sight are but as yesterday "), or 
2 Pet. iii. 8 (^ One day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day "). A space of time absolutely Jong 
is denoted,—just as “half an hour” (see on 
ch. viii. 1) denotes a space of time absolutely 
short. In fact, a very great, although not a 
countless number is signified;—not the “ zen 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands” of ch. v. 11; or that “which no 
man could number” in ch. vii. 9. We are to 
understand a long, though finite duration, 
beginning from the First Advent of Christ — 
(1 Gor. xv. 24, 25). 

On the number tooo (—10x 10x 10; or 
10°)—the largeness of which has deterred the 
advocates of the * Year-day" theory from 
applying here their favourite method of calcu- 
lation—see Introd. $ 11, b, II. Asthe period 
of “three years and a half" was a chrono- 
logical expression among the Jews denoting a 
time of suffering, so a “Thousand Years" 
signified with them the * Day of Messiah — 
“ Dies Messiz mille anni ?’—see Wetst. in loc. 

Auberlen notes that Ten, the number which 
symbolizes the World in its completeness, is 
here raised to the power Three, the number of 
God :—“ that is the world is penetrated per- 
fectly and thoroughly by the Divine element.” 

Dean Alford expresses the Jiteral inter- 
pretation as follows :—^ That the Lord will 
come in person to this. our earth: that His 
risen elect will reign Aere with Him and 
judge: that during that blessed reign the 
power of evil will be bound:... At the end 
of the Millennial period Satan is unloosed, and 
the nations of the earth are deceived by him.” 
“This,” he concludes, “is my firm per- 
suasion."— Prolegg., p. 259. 

How the difficulties which surround this 
notion of the Millennial reign of Christ on 
earth are met by Auberlen, may be seen in 
Note A at the end of this chapter. Auberlen 


v. 3.] 


3 And cast him into the bottom- 
less pit, and shut him up, and set a 





also considers that both Daniel and St. 
John describe the Millennial Kingdom ;—the 
former, after the manner of the Old: Test., 
describing the earthly aspect of the coming of 
God's Kingdom (Dan. il. 35, 44; vii. 13, 27); 
the latter describing its spiritual aspect (Rev. 
xx. 1-6). In these passages, he observes, all 
prophecy on the subject, whether in the Old 
or New Test., is summed up. With the 
Coming of Christ—the Parusia (Luke xix. 
II, I2, 1 5, see on ch. xvii. 8)—the Kingdom of 
God shall be manifested; not indeed the 
eternal blessedness after the Last Judgment 
(Matt. xxv. 34), “ but, anterior to that event, 
it shall come as an earthly, Jewish, although 
not carnal Kingdom of glory" (p. 326); 
* Israel is again to be at the head of all 
humanity " (p. 340). 

Differently still:—D üsterd. dwelling on 
the “poetic beauty" of “the Apocalyptic 
drama ” takes the “ Thousand Years” to be 
but * an ideal representation " of the interval 
between the Resurrection of believers, and 
the general Resurrection of the rest of man- 
kind. 

As wil be shewn below, the idea of a 
Kingdom of Christ upon earth which should 
endure for a “Thousand Years" had passed 
from Judaism to Christianity ; and many in 
the Church of the second and third centuries 
accepted the doctrine from this Jewish source, 
through the medium of such writers as St. 
Barnabas, and Papias, and St. Justin Martyr. 
That Papias borrowed his Chiliastic doctrine 
from the Jewish * Apocalypse of Baruch” is 
almost certain, as already pointed out in the 
Introduction $ 9:—see also the Excursus at 
the end of this chapter. Indeed the general 
notion of a future age of perfect earthlv 
happiness, and also of a period of a “'Thou- 
sand Years" in connexion with man's future 
destiny, was in like manner entertained among 
the heathen, as we learn from Plato (see the 
Excursus) A world-wide belief, accordingly, 
such as this, naturally supplied St. John with 
symbols and with language wherein to clothe 
his revelation of the fortunes of the Church, 
—just as he has employed for the same pur- 
pose the details of the Theocracy, or the 
imagery of war, or the phenomena and the 
convulsions of Nature. 

Our Lord's words, as given in Luke xi. 21, 
22, clearly refer to the restraining Satan's 
power, so “that he should deceive the nations 
no more” (ver. 3). Accordingly, as history has 
proved, heathen idolatries, sacrifices, oracles, 
have gradually ceased ; and Christian civiliza- 
tion and Christian morality have been de- 
veloped where the Gospel has prevailed. 
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seal upon him, that he should deceive 
the nations no more, till the thousand 


That aspect of the doctrine, as held by Jews 
or by certain of the primitive Christians, 
which presented the ‘Thousand Years” as a 
season of carnal enjoyment, need not be re- 
ferred to:—that other aspect only which pre- 
sents a Millennium of spiritual felicity, is to 
be regarded. The passages of Scripture 
usually referred to in proof of one or cther of 
the phases of Chiliasm are those promises to 
the chosen People which are contained in the 
Old Test., and which are alleged not to have 
been as yet fulfilled in their true sense, viz., 
Gen. xii. I-3; xv. 3-6; xxvii. 17-29; and the 
prophecies of Daniel and Ezekiel. Or, again, 
our Lord's words, Matt. v. 5; viii. II; xix. 
28,29; xxvl 29; Luke xiv. 12-14; xxii. 16; 
1 Cor. xv. 25, &c.; and above all, Rev. xx. 

3. And cast bim into the abyss, Our 
Lord has Himself thrown much light on 
this whole passage by the words, “ Now shall 
the Prince of this world be cast out” (John 
xii. 31): ‘‘ Now "—from the date, that is, of the 
Incarnation. Here Satan is cast out of the 
earth; in ch. xii. 9 he was cast out of heaven. 
From the “ Abyss,” partially unlocked (ch. ix. 
2), the smoke of the Locust-plague issued ; 
thence, too, the Beast ascended (ch. xi. 7 ; xvii. 8) 
to whom Satan gave authority (ch. xiii. 4, 7). 
From this locality Satan himself has been 
allowed, by God's permission, to come forth ; 
and in Job i. 7 is revealed the liberty conceded 
to him before he is now bound. In regarding 
the “Abyss” as a purely figurative expression 
denoting *the multitude of the ungodly, the 
malignity of whose hearts against the Church 
is profound” (see on ch. ix. 1), St. Augustine 
has, surely, exceeded the limits of spiritual 
symbolism, as the texts just quoted, among 
others, prove :—compare De Civ. Dei, xx. 7. 

and shut [it] and sealed [it] over 
him,] See vv. /. Cf Dan. vi. 17; Matt. 
xxvii. 66. Note, the verb rendered “sealed” 
is used, absolutely in tbe active, only here and in 
John iii. 33. The Cod. Alex. reads, shut him 
up, and set on him an abiding seal. 

This * setting ” a seal over him St. Augus- 
tine takes to mean that it will for ever be a 
secret in this life who they are that belong to 
the Devil's part, and who do not (72.). 


that he should deceive the nations no more,| 
As he has hitherto done (ch. xiii. 14; xvi. 13, 
14); see ver. 8, The “conj. aorist,” taken in 
a future sense (cf Winer, s. 450), signifies 
that “the nations” are still to be on the earth 
during the “Thousand Years.” It is clear 
from ch. xxi. 24, that “the mations” is an ex- 
pression to be taken in all its generality. 
St. Augustine (7. c.) would restrict it to the 
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years should be fulfilled: and after 


that he must be loosed a little season. 
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4 And I saw thrones, and they 


sat upon them, and judgment was 





Elect;—Hengst. to “ Peatben nations as such,” 
not individuals;—Other writers refer to the 
beatben as distinct from Christians ; for people 
who are not Christians,—argue Millennarians 
of this class,—even after ch. xix. 21, are still to 
exist on earth, although in its most remote 
regions (ver. 8); Burger concludes that siz 
has not as yet ceased from the earth as long 
as sinfül men dwell on it: but the great 
increase and development of 527 which Satan's 
influence effects is not experienced until the 
“ Thousand Years" are ended. 


until the thousand years should be 
finished:] Scripture elsewhere intimates 
that before the end of the world Satan's 
power to deceive—perhaps by the revival of 
heathenism—will be restored. “The Day of 
the Lord," we are told, will not be “ except 
the falling away come first and the Man of 
Sin” is revealed * according to the working of 
Satan, with all power and signs and lying 
wonders” (2 Thess. ii.3-9) ; when the deso- 
lating * abomination” (Matt. xxiv. 15) will 
spring up, exceeding all other idolatries ; when 
the power that now restrains shall be taken 
out of the way. 


after this] Omit “ 4z4"—see vv. Jl. 
Gr. after these, viz. “ the Thousand Years.” 
Or, after these things, 


be must be loosed for a little time.] 
For the prophetic formula “must” see ch. i. 
1; iv. t. On the word rendered “time” 
(chronos,—not the word rendered “ time” in 
ch. xii. 12, which is £airos), see on ch. i, 3; ii. 
21. This duration is occupied by the events 
described in vv. 7-11. 

‘This period Bengel arbitrarily assumes to be 
IIIS years, or “ half a time” (kairos), and to 
extend from A.D. 2836 to AD. 2947+42,. 
By adding to this “the short time” of ch. 
xii 12, or 8882 years, he gets A.D. 3836, the 
close of the second Millennium or reign of the 
Saints im heaven :—see Note A at the end 
of this chapter. Upon the loosing of Satan in 
A.D. 2836, the gradual Resurrection of the 
martyrs begins. ‘These reign with Christ in 
heaven until A.D. 3836, the period of the 
general Resurrection. This, with the final 
Judgment that speedily ensues, is described in 
ver. 11, &c. (see Introd. $ 11, (b), 1V.), When 
this additional period is fulfilled, and Satan, 
followed by Gog and Magog, is defeated, he 
has arrived at the fourth and last stage of 
his punishment—“ the Lake of Fire”: see on 
ver. 2, and on ch. xii. x2. 

The “little time,” St. Augustine (/.c., c. 8) 
understands to be the great period of Anti- 
christ, the “three and a half years ”:—per- 


haps, suggests I. Williams (p. 413), because 
this space of time is the mystical number 
expressive of a period of £ria/ of longer or 
shorter duration. 


THE FIRST RESURRECTION (4-6). 


‘These verses convey a revelation interposed 
between ver. 3 and its continuation in ver. 7. 
The Apostolic Church, sighing under ‘her 
many tribulations, is here taught the spiritual 
meaning of that Millennial existence which 
man so fondly pictures to himself as an exist- 
ence of earthly bliss in the future—a bliss how- 
ever, of which earth can never be the scene :— 
see the Excursus at the end of this chapter. 

Burger notes that wv. 4, 5 exhibit the 
other side of the victory won in ch. xix. 20, 21. 

Ebrard takes a different view :—As ch. xix. 
20, 21, reveals the subversion of Antichrist 
by the Lord Himself, so here we have a new 
Vision unfolding the share of the “Saints ” 
in that same judgment. 


4. And I saw thrones,| See the note on 
Dan. vii. 9; and read in combination with 
each other the following texts :—Dan. vii. 18, 
22; Matt. xix. 28; r Cor. vi. 2; Rev. il. 26; 
ui. 2r. In like manner, with the close of 
this verse, “ They reigned with Christ,’ com- 
pare ch. i. 6, “He made us to be a King- 
dom:;” and ch. v. ro, didst make them to 
be a Kingdom...and they reign on 
the earth.” 

The idea of royal “thrones” can hardly be 
avoided here. Some refer exclusively to 
judicial seats or thrones—see below. One can 
scarcely doubt that both ideas are combined. 

These heavenly “thrones” have been placed. 
by some on the earth. 


and they sat upon them,) ‘The subject of 
the verb is not specified (cf. ch. x. 11; xii. 6), 
but the meaning naturally is the “souls” 
(see below) of the glorified dead; the mar- 
tyrs, as well as the faithful, who are next 
spoken of, and who now, with Christ, judge 
and govern the Church (see 1 Cor. iv. 8 ; 
vi. 2, 3):—so St. Augustine CIF RO ONE 
Burger suggests the Twelve Apostles ( Matt. xix. 
28) or the Twenty-four Elders ;—Hengst. the 
Apostles in fellowship with the Twelve Patri- 
arcbs;—Reuss the Saints (Dan. vii. 22; 1 
Cor. vi. 2), or the Angels;—And yet again, 
Words. the Pagan and Papal persecutors, òf 
the Church. Grotius takes the Judges to 
be God and Christ—a sense excluded by 
the following words *judgment was given 
unto them." Ifa distinction is to be made be- 
tween those who “ sat” upon the thrones here, 
and those who “ reigned with Christ” at the 


v. 4.] 


given unto them: and J saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had 
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not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands; and they lived and 





end of the verse, the natural subject of the 
verb would be the representatives of the Uni- 
versal Church—the * Twenty Four Elders” 
of ch. iv. 4; xi 16. The number of the 
“ thrones,” however, is not stated here. 


and judgment was given unto them:| 
“ Judgment" (kpipa) without the art. notes 
Burger, points to a special judgment for à 
definite object. Of those who see here a 
Judicial transaction in heaven, some regard the 
* judgment" as intended to decide on the claims 
of the Martyrs to their reward (Hengst.) ;— 
Diisterd. includes the Saints generally—to 
which Alf. objects, quoting John v. 24, the 
believer “ cometh not into judgment” (eis 
xpiow) ;—Words. writes: “The Pagan and 
Papal persecutors of [the] Martyrs had been 
seated on ZArozes executing judgment, and 
condemned them to death ;—tbrard thinks 
that the absence of the art. before the word 
“ judgment ” indicates a judgment preliminary 
to that of ver. 12. This he takes to be a 
judgment on Christ’s enemies identical with 
that described in ch. xix. 20-xx. 3. 

The true sense (see below) seems to point 
to that moral judgment of humanity spoken of 
by Christ in John v. 24-27, the execution of 
which is here delegated by Him to His Saints 
as promised in ch. iii. 21 :—see on ver. r2. 


and [I saw] the souls] Inver. 12 St. John 
says “I saw the dead;” here he beholds 
* the souls” of those who “shall never die” 
(John xi. 25, 26),—of the martyrs in glory, 
— “anime,” writes St. Augustine, “ mar- 
tyrum nondum sibi corporibus suis redditis ” 
(Lc.,c.9). Itisofthe Martyrs only that “ te 
souls" are expressly said to have been now 
seen. Words. notes: “He does not say he 
saw the bodies;" ie., the Seer has a Vision of 
the Martyrs in the state of the dead, after they 
were slain, and before their Resurrection. 


of them that had been beheaded] Gr. 
who had been smitten with an axe; 
—the axe (méAexus, securis, fasces) was the 
badge of Roman power (Virg. Æn. vi. 820), 
as Wetstein notes, a supplicium Romanum. Of 
course we may take this to be an emblem of 
all forms of martyrdom; pointing to those 
“ souls” beneath the Altar which cried for 
vengeance (ch. vi. 9), as also those who were 
slain by the Beast over all the earth, and with 
whose blood the “Harlot” was drunken—ch. 
xiii. 7, 15; xvi. 6; xvii. 6; xviii. 24. 

for tbe testimony of Jesus, and for tbe 
word of God,| See ch.i. 9; xii. 17; xix. 1o. 


and such as worshipped not the beast, | 

‘The second class of those who were seen 
seated on the “ ¢4rones,” see ch. xiii. 15 :— 
Either “the souls of such as,” &c.; or (with 
an accusatival construction, supplying wavras 
before ofrwes), “I saw all the faithful of all 
times, such as” &c.—which includes the 
living as well as the dead. This latter con- 
struction seems to give the true sense; and 
thus there is here not a Vision of Martyrs 
only, or of the dead only :—see on ch. vi. 11. . 


neither bis image,| See ch. xiii. 14. 


and received not the mark upon 
their forehead and upon their hand;] 
See ch. xiii. 16. As in ch. vi. 11, St. John 
distinguishes two classes here,—(1) *'Phe 
noble army of Martyrs”; (2) “The holy 
Church throughout all the world," under- 
stood in the sense of the lines— 
“ There is 
One great society alone on earth : 
The noble Living and the noble Dead.” 
Wordsworth, Zhe Prelude, B. xi.: 


—the redeemed in heaven, and the faithful 
on earth—“the Communion of Saints.” 
* Nor is this union," writes Pearson, “ sepa- 
rated by the death of any, but as Christ in 
Whom they live is the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world, so have they [viz. 
* such persons as are truly sanctified in the 
Church of Christ, while they live among the 
crooked generation of men,"| fellowship with 
all the Saints which from the death of Abel 
have ever departed in the true faith and fear 
of God, and now enjoy the presence of the 
Father." — On The Creed, Art. ix. [“ Neque 
enim,” writes St. Augustine, “ piorum anime 
mortuorum separantur ab Ecclesia quz 
etiam nunc est regnum Christi... . ‘Et 
si qui non adoraverunt bestiam, &c. simul de 
vivis et mortuis debemus accipere" (z2.) ]. 

Burger sees in ver. 4 /avo classes,—as well 
the 144,000 of ch. vii. 4-8, and ch. xiv. 1—5, 
as those spoken of in ch. vii. 9-17 and ch. xv. 
2—4. 

and they lived,| Millennarians with one 
voice assert “lived again” :—e.g. Alf. writes, 
* 2qoav = dvé(cav, as in ch. ii. 8; Rom. xiv. 
9.” In both these texts the reference is to 
Cbrist, and therefore is irrelevant here. 
When other Millennarians urge the force of 
the words which follow, “the rest of the 
dead,’ and “the First Resurrection,’ they 
give a meaning to the passage which it can- 
not bear—see below. The key to the real 
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reigned with Christ a thousand 


years, 
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[v. 5. 


5 But the rest of the dead lived 


not again until the thousand years 








sense of this whole Vision is, however, to be 
found in our Lord's words (John v. 24-29) 
which unfold the conception of spiritual Life. 
In John v. 22 the Father “hath given a// 
judgment unto the Son,"—4;.e., (1) “judgment” 
in its spiritual sense as defined in vv. 24-26, 
and (2) in its external sense, as defined in vv. 
27-29: in other words, the two senses 
in which “judgment” is now referred to 
in this present verse, and in ver. r2. 
. Accordingly, it is declared in John v. 24 
that believers * bave eternal Life," and “ come 
not into judgment” (in the spiritual or moral 
sense), but have “passed out of death into 
Life" Even in this world, they a/ready have 
spiritual Life—* Life," in the fullest and truest 
sense of the word. And this is the meaning 
of the expression here, “they lived :’—see 
also r John iii. r4; and cf. Luke xv. 32; 
Rom. xi. 15. Neither here nor in ver. 5 (see 
vv. ll.) is it said “they lived again.” 

Hengst., in his theory of the Millennium 
(see Note A), does not include those now 
actually living on earth, and explains: “I 
saw how they lived, or attained to life before 
my eyes:”—he sees them not merely in the 
state of the living; he also sees how they 
came to this state — c£. Ezek. xxxvii. 7. 


and reigned with Christ a thousand years.] 
See vv. I. The Textus Receptus reads the 
article here—“ te ‘Thousand Years.” 

This reigning of the Church Militant on 
earth, as well as of the Church triumphant in 
heaven (1 Cor. iv. 8; cf. Eph.ii. 6; 2 Tim. 
ii. 11, 12), with Christ, since His Incarnation 
(see on ver 2), has been already referred to in 
ch. v. 10; cf. ch. i. 6:—it includes also the 
office of judging. Hence it follows that it is 
only the faithful who have been born since the 
date of the Incarnation, who both “live” (i. e., 
receive spiritual life) and “reign” with Christ : 
—the rest of mankind are spoken of in ver. 5. 

Auberlen (see Ncte A) holding that Christ 
has taken up His Bride, the Church, with 
Him to heaven, regards the free commu- 
nion of the heavenly and earthly Churches, 
to be one of the glories of the Millennium. 
As a type of this communion between the 
Church on earth and the glorified Saints, 
visible in their risen bodies, he takes the 
appearances of the risen Saviour to His dis- 
ciples during the Forty Days which preceded 
the Ascension (Ac. p.334). ‘This same com- 
parison with the Forty Days is made by 
Ebrard, who, however, considers that the 
Saints reign, not from heaven, but over the 
“nations” on earth, near to whom is “ the 
camp of tbe Saints," ver. 9. 


Burger considers that this verse conveys a 
literal prediction; but he declines to discuss 
any question connected with it (* Wie sie 
zu denken, womit sie ausgefüllt sein wird, 
haben wir nichts zu besprechen"). i 

On theabsence of the article Bengel founds 
his theory of two Millennial periods—see 
Note A. The art. is omitted in ver. 2, and 
is inserted in vv. 3, 7; and Bengel takes 
these ¢Aree verses to mark the frst ** Thousand 
Years,” or the binding of Satan. He connects 
vv. 5,6 with ver. 4, this second group of 
three verses marking the second “ Thousand 
Years,” or reign of the Saints—the art. being 
doubtful in ver. 6 (see vv. /.) On its 
omission Bengel notes: “versu 6, quasi in 
elogio, seorsum posito." 


5. The rest of tbe dead) (Omit * But" — 
see vv. //.). Compare, as on ver. 4, John 
v. 25: “The hour... . zoav is when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ” 
—when ^ Jesus sees Himself as the only 
really Living One, in the midst of mankind 
who are sunk in death and in sin” (Godet in 
loc). On this, the spiritual sense of ‘being 
dead, compare “Let the dead bury their 
dead” —Luke ix. 60; see also Luke xv. 24; 
Rom, vi 23 Eph: it 2, 33 Goli. 13, “the 
spiritual sense of “ death,” as wellas of * Life,” 
implying a moral Resurrection, is to be re- 
tained here. “The rest of the dead" St. 
Augustine takes to be those who have not 
heard the Divine voice, John v. 25 (“ qui- 
cunque non vixerit, id est, isto toto tempore 
quo agitur prima resurrectio, non audierit 
vocem filii Dei,” i5). And so Hengst. and 
Bisping, &c.,— the godless dead." 

I. Williams understands the Saints of the 
Old Test., those under the ///;b Seal who 
* died for the word of God,” but not for the 
testimony of Jesus; and who are to rest “ yet 
Jor a little season” (ch. vi. 9, 11); cf. also 
Heb. xi. 39, 40. De Wette and Diisterd. 
include among “the rest of the dead” all 
godly or ungodly who had literally died, but 
had not been called to reign with Christ during 
the Millennium ;—and so De Burgh, who ex- 
cludes from those who “ reign,” “all the con- 
verts of the Millennial period.”—p. 364. 

The meaning, however, seems to be, 
* All mankind from the beginning who have 
not shared on earth in that “ Life” which 
Christ came to confer, and which He alone 
could bestow (John i. 4; v. 40),—whether 
holy men of old who had not received the 
promise (cf. the case of John the Baptist, 
Luke vii. 28; and also Heb. xi. 39, 40); or 
those among the heathen ofall times who have 


v. 6.] 


were finished. This zs the first 


resurrection. 
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6 Blessed and holy zs he that hath 


part in the first resurrection: on 





ever shewn “ the work of tbe Law written in 
their hearts” (Rom. ii. 15); or, in fine, the 
ungodly of all ages and of all nations.’ 


lived not until the thousand years 
should be /ni:bed.] Note, we do not read, 
“lived not again” (see vv. ll), as the A.V.: 
—see on ver 4. Alford, however, and others 
still interpret, as before, “lived not (again),” 
i.e. did not rise, literally speaking, from the 
dead—according to their notion of the “ First 
Resurrection”: see below. Words. notes: 
“ After the crisis of the last struggle they will 
revive ‘to shame and contempt’ (Dan. xii. 2) 
at the General Resurrection.” 

Dean Vaughan explains: “ ‘The rest of the 
dead lived not’—in that sense of /ife which is 
alone the Gospel’s and the Christian’s sense.” 
Till after the “ Thousand Years ” “ they exist 
only in that suffering of the lost soul which is 
separation from God, and therefore also from 
life and from hope ; and when they are finally 
reunited to the resurrection body it will be 
for them not a ‘body of glory’ (Phil. iii. 21) 
but... .a body suited to that future life 
which is called more properly the second 
death ” (ii. p. 219). 

It may well be doubted whether an ex- 
pression so comprehensive as “ the rest of the 
dead” is to be thus restricted in its meaning. 
Carefully preserving, however, throughout 
this passage the same meaning for the words 
“life” and “death,” the result is rather as 
follows :—“ The rest of the dead” who are at 
length to attain to spiritual fe do not receive 
that gift until the end of the present Dispensa- 
tion,—until the end of the “ Thousand Years,” 
—until the eve of the General Judgment. 
They are then to “ Jive,” but not to “reign” 
with Christ (see on ver. 4). Accordingly the 
* First Resurrection" (see below) includes 
those only who both “Jive” and “reign.” 
They who only * Jwe” with Christ hereafter 
do not share in what is here called the 
* First Resurrection”; but they are to share in 
the “ Resurrection of tbe Just” (Luke xiv. 14). 

This clause of ver. 5 is parenthetical. 


This is the first resurrection.] The fourth 
verse is resumed here. ‘These words Millen- 
narians rely upon as rendering their system 
secure. Dean Alford writes: “If in a passage 
where favo resurrections are mentioned,... . 
the first resurrection may be understood to 
mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the 
second means /iteral rising from the grave ;— 
then there is an end of all significance in 
language; and Scripture is wiped out as a 
definite testimony to anything. If the first 
resurrection is spiritual, then so is the second, 


which I suppose none will be hardy enough 
to maintain.” à 

As opposed to this reasoning one may ask, if 
“ the second death” is to be taken in a spiritual 
sense in ver. 6, why may not the “ First 
Resurrection? in the same verse be, in like 
manner, so taken? Here the reader is to 
note, (1) That, from beginning to end, St. 
John nowhere uses the words relied upon, 
* the second resurrection ;"—as indeed neitheris 
the phrase “ the first death " employed by him: 
while he uses here, and repeats in ver. 6, the 
phrase, the * First Resurrection," and also 
repeats more than once the phrase, * the second 
death " (see wv. 6, 14; ch. ii. 11; xxi. 8). 
In ver. r2 the Universal Resurrection is 
spoken of in the most general terms,—and 
similarly in vv. 12, 13 and, elsewhere, Ztera 
death (e.g. * Iwill kill her children with death,” 
ch. ii. 23); but St. John abstains pointedly 
from writing the “second resurrection” or 
“the frst death.” In other words, he abstains 
from language which would have been so 
natural had the supposed parallel between 
two literal resurrections been intended :— 
ie. had the “ First Resurrection” which he 
speaks of been literal, as is that other Resur- 
rection to which he merely refers in the most 
general terms. So too St. John nowhere 
uses “the frst death” to signify the literal 
death of the body ; while he carefully dwells 
upon “the second death,” or final doom of the 
wicked (ch. ii. 11 ; xxi. 8)—a figurative sense 
which is evident from ver. 14, where “the 
second death ” follows the Resurrection of the 
body, and does not precede it, as the literal 
event referred to in vv. 12, 13 (which we 
call death) precedes the future rising from 
the grave. 

(2) In this figurative sense “the second 
death” is connected, in ver. 6, with the 
* First Resurrection” :—and thus, as in vv. 
12, 13 we do not scruple to take the word 
“dead” literally, or to understand a literal 
Resurrection (although not expressed) ; so, in 
like manner, we need not scruple, as Alford 
does, to interpret in a spiritual sense the 
* First Resurrection," just as all interpret 
spiritually “the second death.” 

(3) We do not read of “the first birth,” 
but we do read, and notably in John iii. 3, 5, of 
being “born again,’ * born of water and of 
the Spirit "—in fact of Regeneration or “the 
second birth”; and this is precisely what the 
* First Resurrection” means. Thus, speaking 
of those who are “born of God,” St. John 
writes : * We have passed out of death into life” 
(1 John iii. 14). Hence the antithesis of ver. 
6: The “ First Resurrection,’—The “ second 
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such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and 
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of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years. 





death.” In John v. 24, 25, our Lord “ borrows 
from the physical Resurrection images whereby 
He depicts the moral work which is to pave 
the way to it. He seems to allude to that 
magnificent vision of Ezekiel (ch. xxxvii.), in 
which the prophet, standing in the midst of a 
plain covered with dry bones, calls them to 
life, first by his words, and then by the 
breath of Jehovah” (Godet, zn /oc.). In John 
v. 25, in the words “the hour that now is," 
Christ speaks of what takes place in this life ; 
and then He goes on to speak (vv. 28, 29) of 
that future hour “ zz the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear His voice.’ And so St. 
John teaches in this present passage, following 
the stream of New Test. doctrine. Thus St. 
Paul: “We were buried with Him through 
baptism into death” (Rom. vi. 2-4); “ Buried 
with Him in Baptism, wherein ye were also 
raised with Him” (Col. ii. 12); or as St. 
Paul applies the images of death and resurrec- 
tion: “ Awake thou that sleepest and arise from 
the dead” (Eph. v. 14). Hence it is that in 
harmony with all New Test. teaching, we 
have symbolized here, under the figure of 
the “First Resurrection,” that “death unto 
sin and new birth unto righteousness” in the 
Sacrament of Baptism, of which the Lord’s 
death and Resurrection are the pledge and 
the efficient cause. 

(4) Further,—the words of Christ, John 
v. 28, 29, are decisive against the opinion that 
there is to be a First, literal, Resurrection of 
certain of the dead distinct from that of all: 
“ The hour cometh in which a// that are in the 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, 
and shall come forth.” Here we are to note 
(2) that the event spoken of is wholly future, 
the words “and now is” of ver. 25 being 
carefully omitted ;—(2) that we read not 
merely of “ the dead,” but of “ all that are in 
the graves ;’—(3) that it is not merely “ they 
that hear,” which implies a division of classes, 
but “ all that are in the graves shall hear ;"— 
(4) that Christ is not speaking in ver. 29 of 
“life” only—as in ver. 25; in ver. 29 two 
opposite issues are proposed, /ife and judgment. 
In a word, at that one, last “ hour” the right- 
eous and the unrighteous are to rise together 
from the dead : see Godet iz /oc. 

The conclusion, then, is as follows :—' The 
subjects of the “First Resurrection” are 
those who are specified in ver. 4, of whom 
Christ had already spoken in John v. 25; 
while “the rest of tbe dead? —who are referred 
to in the parenthetical clause at the beginning 
of the present verse, —though they do not par- 
take of the “First Resurrection” until the 
end of the “ Thousand Years,” are also in- 


cluded in the announcement of John v. 29: 
They shall come forth from their graves, “ they 
that have done good unto tbe resurrection of life ; 
and they that have wrought evil, unto the re- 
surrection of judgment.” 


6. Blessed and holy} For similar words of 
consolation and encouragement cf. ch. i. 3; 
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is he that hath part in the first resurrection :] 
The phrase “to ave part” is peculiar to St. 
John; see John xiii. 8, in which verse alone— 
although with another preposition, “with” 
(wera not èv), as referring to a person—do we 
find it elsewhere in the New Test.: see ch. 
xxi 8. Cf Luke xi. 36; xii. 46; Acts viii. 
21; and Introd. § 7, 1v, (c). 

Note,—They that have “part in the First 
Resurrection,” as shewn on vv. 4, 5, “live 
‘and reign with Christ a Thousand Years” 
(ver. 4). They who, from among “the rest 
of the dead,” shall * ive” with Him after the 
“Thousand Years” are finished, will share in 
the blessedness of the former, although they 
have not reigned with Him. 

It is no objection to the interpretation 
here given of this passage that, among those 
who “are buried with Christ through Baptism 
into death,” and who like Him are “ raised from 
the dead” (Rom. vi. 4), there are some—nay 
many—who fall away. It is characteristic of 
St. John to assume that the gifts of Divine 
grace actually produce that spiritual change 
which the God of love designed that they 
should produce in man. Thus he writes: 
“Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin” 
(1 John iii. 9); while this same Epistle opens 
(i. 8) with the assertion of the general prin- 
ciple: “ If ave say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves”: see also John x. 28, 29; 
xiv. 15 :—" Ipse est autem particeps ejus, qui 
non solum a morte, quz in peccatis est, re- 
viviscit, verum etiam in eo quod revixerit, 
permanebit.” —St. August., ibid. i 


over these the second death hath no 
power ;] Gr. no authority. In ver. 14 
we are told that “the second death” is “the 
lake of fire”—see also ch. ii. 11; xxi. 8: and 
ver. 15 proves that not those only who * bae 
part in tbe First Resurrection" are released 
from “the second death,’ but those also who 
are “ found avritten in tbe Book of Life,’—that 
is, all who shall ultimately “/ive” with Christ. 

On the spiritual as well as the literal signi- 
fication with St. John of the expressions, “ zo 
die," “ death, see John’ xi. 25, 2639 John 
Vit OS En 


but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 


v. 7—8] 


7 And when the thousand. years 
are expired, Satan shall be loosed out 
of his prison, 





and shall reign with him] See ch. i. 6; v. 10. 
Note that the expressions being “ priests,” and 
the “reigning,” or having *a Kingdom,” are 
always used of this present life. 

St. Augustine points out that it is briefly 
intimated here that Christ is God; “ Deum 
esse Christum, dicendo sacerdotes Dei et 
Christi ”—id., c. 1o. 

a thousand years.| Or “the Thousand 
Years,"—see vv. /i.; and cf. Bengel’s note 
quoted on ver. 4. 

For the interpretation which connects this 
passage with an earlier Vision, see the re- 
marks of ‘Todd quoted on ch. xi. 18. 

From comparing the blessing in this verse 
with that in Dan. xii. r2, r3, some have 
inferred that the 1335 (1260+30+30+15) 
days of Dan. xii 12, will be immediately 
followed by the Resurrection of the Just, and 
the Millennial reign of Christ. 'Thus some 
ancient writers held that the 1260 days (Rev. 
xii. 6) or “three and a half years” (the duration 
of Antichrist’s power—Dan. vii. 25), the 1290 
days of Dan. xii. 11,.and the 1335 days, will 
commence together after the delivering up of 
the Saints to the antichristian * Horn” (Dan. 
vil, 21) ;—that at the end of the 1290 days 
(4.e., in thirty days after the “three and a half 
years”) Antichrist “shall be broken without 
hand " (Dan. viii. 25) ;—and that at the end of 
the 1335 days the dead shall be raised with 
their bodies:—see Todd’s Lectures om Anti- 
christ, p. 117. 

Referring to the * Pre-millennial scheme " 
of modern times Dr. David Brown asks: 
* When Christ appears at the beginning of 
the Millennium, He will raise all the Saints 
that shall have died before that time, and 
change all that shall then be alive. But 
what is to become of the myriads of Saints 
that are to people the earth during the 
Millennium? . . . This whole subject is a 
blank in the system. It has positively got no 
Scripture on the subject. . . . For the most 
part the subject is avoided” (/. c., p. 155). 


THE JUDGMENT ON SATAN (7-10). 


7. And when the thousand years are 
finished,] See on ver. 3:—the narrative of 
ch. xix. 19-21 is here resumed. A clear 
proof of the parallel nature of the two 
passages is supplied by the quotation in 
ch. xix. 17, 18, of those words of Ezekiel 
(ch. xxxix. 17, 18) on which ver. 8 (see 
below) is founded. ‘The two passages, in- 
deed, are but different accounts of the assem- 
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8 And shall go out to deceive the na- 
tions which are in the four quarters of 
the earth, ^ Gog and Magog, to gather 


bling “unto the war of the great day of God, 
the Almighty,” described in ch. xvi. 14-16; 
the hosts being gathered together by the 
evil spirits proceeding from “the Dragon,” 
“the Beast,” and “the False Prophet.” ‘The 
destruction of “The Dragon,” or Satan is 
described here; and the destruction of “ the 
Beast" with the * False Prophet" is de- 
scribed in ch. xix. 20. For the order in which 
the Three Enemies of God are punished see 
the remarks introductory to this chapter. 


Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,| On 
this revival of Satan’s power at the end, com- 
pare the words: * When the Son of Man 
cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?”— 
Luke xvii. 8. As to the binding of Satan, 
see on ver. 2. 

Here we have no longer a Vision, intro- 
duced by the words “And I saw;” but a 
distinct prediction of what will come to pass 
hereafter. We have now the prophetic future ; 
in ver. 9 the Aistoric form is resumed with 
aorists. ‘This instance (together with shall 
come forth, ver. 8), as Hengstenberg observes, 
is the only case in the Apoc., where the 
future, as such, is announced beforehand. In 
ver. 9 St. John returns to his Vision. ‘The 
Suture in ch. ix. 6 but reflects Jer. viii. 3 ;—in 
ch. xi. 3, St. John is not the speaker ;—in 
ch. xiii. 8 the future follows from what was 
seen. 

According to Reuss (see on ch. xvi. 18), the 
Third great Conflict is described here in vv. 
7-10. 


8. and shall come forth to deceive] 
See ver. 3. How Satan accomplishes his de- 
ception at this stage, has been explained by 
commentators generally by a reference to ch. 
says HE 

the nations which are in the four corners 
of the earth,| As to the sense in which “ the 
nations” areto be taken, see on ver. 3. As to 
“ the four corners of the earth,” see on ch. 
vii. 1,;—Ż.e., the whole earth to its four corners 
(cf. 1 Sam. xiv. 38, LX X.). Others take the 
meaning to be, *the nations occupying the 
most remote parts of the earth" (so Vitr. 
“extrema terre ore" p.870) ;—' the peoples 
outside the scene of historical development ” 
(Burger). Who these “zations” are, and 
whence they are to come, are questions which 
cause Millennarians great perplexity. Not to 
mention the difficulty as to the existence, 
during the Millennium, of members of the 
Church who are born and die, marry and 
are given in marriage, there remains the 
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them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 








further difficulty as to unbelieving “ ations.” 
Vitr. suggests that they may be “ Iberi, Colchi, 
Albani, Moschi, Sarmate, Turci, &c.—;4. ;— 
Mede conjectures “Orbis Americani, Arctici et 
Antarctici incole ;" and generally the Anti- 
podes (/. c., p. 575) ;—Hengst., as before (see 
on ver. 3), refers to the Peatben as such ; and 
he notes how Bengel “ perceived, even in his 
day, the beginnings of the germinating heathen- 
ism;"—Ebrard explains that they are the un- 
converted heathen who dwell all round the 
region assigned to the Saints as their dwelling, 
see ver. 9; and so Bisping;— De Burgh (p. 
366): “ That enemies will be suffered to exist 
during [Christ's] reign, for the exhibition of 
His power, is intimated in other Scriptures 
(Ps. cx. 2, 3). The only question is, Why 
should this be permitted?—' To prove the 
undoubted security of the Saints, . . as also 
finally to consummate the guilt of the enemy 
himself.” And yet, as Diisterd. objects, Millen- 
narians generally consider that all ungodly 
nations and rulers had already been annihi- 
lated (ch. xix. 21). 

Besides the connexion of this verse with 
the prophecy of Ezekiel (see below), Hengst. 
also connects it with Daniels prophecy of 
the “ Little Horn" (Dan. vii. 8, 21, 24), or 
Antichrist. 


Gog and Magog,| ‘These names appear in 
Ezek. xxxvili.; xxxix.; where, however, we 
read “ Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince 
of Meshech and Tubal” (Ezek. xxxviii. 2). In 
Gen. x. 2, Magog is a son of Japheth father 
of the Gentiles (ver. 5), as distinguished from 
the race of Shem (ver. 21); Gog being (see 
above) “the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal,” 
who are also sons of Japheth. In Gen. x. 2 
(see note in /oc.) Magog is placed between 
Gomer and Madai (ancestors of the Cim- 
merians and Medes)—evidently as the name of 
a people of the North—see Ezek. xxxviii. 15 ; 
xxxix. 2. In Cuneiform inscriptions “ we find 
side by side with ‘a chief of Madai (Media) ’ 
* Sariti and Pariza, sons of Ga-a-gi, a chief of 
the Saka (Scythians)? whom Mr. Smith (Hist. 
of Assurbanipal, p. 97) identifies with Gog” 
(note on Ezek. xxxviii. 2). The statement of 
Josephus (Antt. i. 63) that the descendants of 
Magog were the Scythians is generally ac- 
cepted as true. The great irruption of the 
northern races from beyond the Caucasian 
range, who are known by the general name 
of Scythians, is recorded by Herodotus (B. r. 
C. 103—106); and, although the fact has been 
questioned, the influence of those races in 
Western Asia is confirmed by the Cuneiform 
records (see Rawlinson, Hist. of Herod., vol. i. 
Essay xi, p. 648). ‘This invasion lasted from 


B.C. 633 to B.C. 605 ;—see Larcher (Hist. 
d'Herodote, t. vii, p. 151), who places the 
Scythian devastation of Judæa in B.C. 628, 
or the year after Jeremiah prophesied (in the 
thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign) the coming 
of evil * out of the North” (Jer. i. 145 iv. 6; 
vi. 22-24). Although not mentioned in the 
historical Books of the Old Test., we have, 
as Ewald concludes (Hist. of Israel, Engl. 
tr. vol iv. p. 230), clear evidence of this 
devastation of Judza, during the Scythian 
invasion of Egypt, in Jer. iii-iv., and in 
Zephaniah: while the name Scythopolis, given 
to the ancient Bethshan, or Beth-shean 
(Judges i. 27; Judith iii. 10; 2 Macc. xii. 29), 
which lay on the great road between Nineveh 
and Egypt, perpetuated the memory of the 
event. (Dr. Pusey, however, dissents from 
this reference to Zephaniah—see his Minor 
Prophets, p. 439). Ewald, arguing from Ps. 
lix. 6, also considers that this Psalm was com- 
posed by Josiah as the record of his having been 
besieged in Jerusalem by this nomad horde.— 
Die Dichter des A. B., ii.s.164. This terrible 
invasion of the northern nations, which left 
such traces and memories behind (see St. 
Jerome, in Ezek. xxxviii., t. V., p. 444), supplied 
the foundation of the imagery and language 
of Ezekiel. Ezekiel expressly states (ch. xxxviii. 
17) that Gog and Magog had been the 
subjects of earlier prophecy,—intimating 
thereby that these names were but symbols of 
the enmity of the world to the people of God. 
The later Jewish theology also explains the 
names as signifying the nations which shall 
come up in the Last Days to Jerusalem, and 
shall fall by the hand of Messiah (Jerus. 
Targum on Num. xi. 27, ap. Wetst. ); and later 
still, the Talmud applied the names to the 
Goths (Neubauer, La Géogr. du Talmud, 
p.422). See also St. Ambrose, De Fide, II. 
C. Xvi., t. li. p. 495. 

Renan notes: * Gog et Magog, personifi- 
cations mythiques des invasions barbares";— 
and he notes: “Chez certaines tribus parlant 
l'osséte, Gogh ‘montagne’ et Mughogh ‘la 
grande montagne’ désignent deux massifs du 
Caucase.” ‘The two names were applied to 
the Scythian populations of the Caspian and 
the Black Sea.—p. 447; see Koran, xviii. 94 ; 
xxi. 96; Carm. Sibyll. iii. 319, 512 (see Note E 
on ch. ii. 20). 

The result, then, is that the catastrophe 
which St. John is now about to describe has 
led him to borrow once more, and with 
greater minuteness, that imagery of Ezekiel 
(xxxix. 17-20) which he had already employed 
to signify this same destruction of the powers 
of the world, leagued with Satan, in their last 
assault on the City of God :—see on ch. xix. 


v. 0—10.)] 


9 And they went up on the 
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from God out of heaven, and de- 


breadth of the earth, and compassed voured them. 


the camp of the saints about, and the 


to And the devil that deceived 


beloved city: and fire came down them was cast into the lake of fire 





17. And thus, in “ Gog and Magog” we have 
an epithet, taken from the symbolism of the 
Old ‘Test., to represent the heathen and God- 
opposing nations of the earth. 

St. Augustine (/.c., c. xi.) understands by 
Magog the ungodly in whom, as in an Abyss 
(see on ver. 3), the Devil—symbolized by Gog 
—is shut up (“ Gog tectum, Magog de tecto”). 
Others, he adds, took them to be barbarous 
nations outside the Roman Empire; some, 
from the initial letters, applying the names to 
the Getz and the Massagetz. ° 

Luther, Grotius, and others refer to the 
Saracens ;— Bellarmine (De Pont. Rom. iil. 17) 
refers generally to Antichrist ;—Bossuet to 
the Albigenses and Manicheans ; — Mede 
regards the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel and 
St. John as type and antitype, relating to 
the first and second Resurrections respec- 
tively (cf. Ezek. xxxvii.): * Each resurrection 
has for its forerunner (pfrodromus) its own 
Gog and Magog” (*illà Scythicum illum et 
Aquilonarem, hac vero mysticum "—p. 571). 

to gather them together to the war:] The 
article (see vv. //.) is emphatic, as in ch. xix. 
19. Here is the last great struggle, under 
the sixth “ Vial,’ ch. xvi. 12-16; xvii 14. 
This conflict, notes Burger, is to take place 
long after the conversion and restoration of 
Israel—see Ezek. xxxviii. 8. 


the number of whom| ‘The pronoun (see 
vv. iL) is repeated for emphasis—cf. ch. 
ip. 

is as tbe sand of the sea.] “Like a cloud 
to cover the land”—Ezek. xxxviil. 9, 16 :— 
cf. Josh. xi. 4; Judges vii. 12; 1 Sam. xiii. 5. 
See also ch. ix. 16. 

9. And they went up| The past tense, the 
historic aorist, is resumed here ; see on ver. 7. 
The verb is that employed when an army 
proceeds to attack,— Judges i. 1; 1 Kings 
xxii. 4. 

over the breadth of tbe earth,| To over- 
spread it:—the phrase is taken from Hab. 
i.6, LXX.; and is used in contradistinction 
to the “ corners of the earth ” in ver. 8. 


and compassed the camp of the saints about, | 
The word rendered “camp” (mapepBordn, 
cf, Heb. xiii. 11, 13) is that which expresses 
a station of soldiers—see Acts xxi. 34. 
There is also an evident reference to the 
state of the “ Church Militant ”—cf. Eph. vi. 
rir-17. The terms ‘Camp’ and ‘City’ are 
images borrowed from the condition of 
Israel in the Wilderness and in the Promised 


New Test—Vou. IV. 





Land (Ex. xiv. 19; Ps. cvii. 36). Here the 
“Camp” is to be understood as surrounding 
and defending the “ City,’ — cf. Luke xix. 
43. 

and the beloved city:| Te., Jerusalem—so 
styled in Ecclus. xxiv. 11; cf. Ps. lxxviii. 68. 
Jerusalem throughout the Apocalypse is the 
symbol of the Church:—the nations, writes 
St. Augustine, do not come together into 
one place, when they come to attack the camp 
and the City, * because the City is none other 
than the Church of Christ diffused throughout 
the whole world”:—so also Beda, Vitr., 
Hengst. 

Of Millennarians some understand “the 
metropolis of the Church during the Thousand 
Years’ reign,” the symbolical Jerusalem (see 
Bisping) ;—Others understand the literal, 
earthly, Jerusalem (so Alford). It is gene- 
rally agreed that it is not the * New Jeru- 
salem," cf.ch. xxi. 2 : Mede, however, takes it to 
be so; and “ the Camp of the Saints” he sup- 
poses to be ‘‘the nations who shall walk in the 
light of it,’—ch. xxi. 24. Grotius takes “ the 
Camp” to denote “ the Seven Churches” (ch. ii. ; 
iii.) ;—and “the City” to be Constantinople;— 
Gog (see on ver. 8) represents the house of 
Othman, which first appeared in Lydia ;—and 
the “earth” means the inhabitants of Asia 
Minor,—Mohammed II., of the race of Oth- 
man, being the conqueror of Constantinople. 
The “fire from heaven” (see below) signifies, 
adds Grotius, the destruction, still future, 
of the Turkish Empire, “fire” denoting 
such catastrophes,—see Isa. ix. 5; X. 16; 
XXVl. II, 


and fre came down out of heaven,| 
(Omit the words “from God,” see vv. lU; 
and cf. ch. xxi. 2). ‘This feature of the Vision 
is also taken from Ezek. xxxviii. 22; xxxix. 6 
On fire as the instrument of Divine punish- 
ment, see Gen. xix. 24; Lev. x. 2; Num 
xvi 35; 2 Kingsi. 10; Luke ix. 54. 


10. And the devil that deceived them] 
Diisterd. thinks that emphasis should be laid 
on the present participle here, “that de- 
ceiveth them,” in order to mark the con- 
tinuous and peculiar agency of Satan :—see 
VU. 2. 3. 


` was cast into tbe lake of fire and brimstone, | 
See Matt. xxv. 41; and also the words “ Art 
Thou come hither to torment us before the 
time,” ——Matt. viii. 29. 
This, according to Bengel, is the fourth 
stage of Satan's punishment,"—see on ver. 3. 
EEE 


8o1 


802 


and brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and 
ever. 

II And I saw a great white 
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throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no 
place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and 





where are both the beast and the 
false prophet;] As stated in ch. xix. 20. 
On the addition of" * both," see vv. //. 

It has been suggested that this casting of 
the Devil—“the Prince of the power of the air” 
(Eph. ii. 2)—into the “Lake of Fire” after the 
Beast and the “ False Prophet,” is implied in 
the pouring out the seventh “ Vial” “ upon the 
air” (ch. xvi 17). The conflict at Ar- 
Mageddon, however, was under the sixth 
* Vial" (ch. xvi. 16); and consequently the 
conflict here is not the same. 


and they shall Ze tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.| See on ch. i. 6. 
The eternal torment :—cf. ch. xiv. 11; and 
also ch. xix. 3; Matt. xxv. 46; Mark ix. 48; 
Isai. lxvi. 24. 

The Three great Enemies of God's King- 
dom have now disappeared. 


THE UNIVERSAL JUDGMENT (11-15). 


A new Vision begins here,—the Last, and 
Universal Judgment of “all that are in the 
graves,” described by our Lord in John v. 28, 
29. See above on ver. 5. 

Hengst. would see here the final decision 
as to those only who had submitted to the 
influence of the Three Enemies of God’s King- 
dom,—ver. 11 referring to the irrational Crea- 
tion, and vv. 12-15 to mankind. According 
to Ebrard, there are on earth, at this crisis, 
only the glorified Saints who reign with 
Christ during the Millennium : all the other 
inhabitants of earth had perished (see ver. 9) ; 
and now comes the * Second Resurrection," 
viz. of those who had never heard Christ's 
name, as well as of those who, having heard, 
were positively unbelieving (ch. xix. 2r). 
There must be a * docta ignorantia," he con- 
cludes, as to unbelievers who have been con- 
verted and who have died during the Millen- 
nium; we are only told that they are among 
those who are to be “ judged according to their 
works” (vv. 12, 13) :—believers, he adds, are 
not judged, John v. 24. The conclusion is yet 
more dogmatic of those who hold the doctrine 
of *the Pre-millennial Advent," as a writer 
quoted by Dr. Brown (7. c., p. 196) states it: 
“All the dead whose names were in the 
Book of Life will have been raised a rooo 
years before this, and not one shall perish 
or be again judged; while all the dead 
will be raised afterwards to a Judgment 


at which no one shall be saved.” A 
strange conclusion indeed in the face of such 
a picture as that given in Matt. xxv. 31-46. 


ll. And I saw] Cf. vv. 1, 4,—and also 
ch. xix. 1, 6 (“I heard”); and ch. xix. 11,17, 
19 (“I saw "),—introducing the new Vision. 
See on ch. iy. 1. 


a great white throne,| This is the true 
order, as in the Greek (see vv. //.):—the A. V. 
changed the order of the Textus Receptus. 
“Great” as compared with the thrones of 
ver. 4 ; “white” (cf. the ‘‘avhite cloud," ch. 
Xiv. 14) as being the colour of heaven, see 
on ch. ii. 17:—* The great white throne is 
equivalent to the throne of glory of Matt. 
XXV. 31, for /igst at the utmost intensity is 
white; from this, too, we may further ex- 
plan Dan. vii 9; Rev. i r4,"—Trench, 
Studies in tbe Gospels, p. 194. 


and bim that sat on it,| Clearly the Person 
referred to in Matt. xxv. 31; John v. 22; 
Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 1o—namely “The 
Son of Man," Christ, He Who is the 
Source of the New Creation (ch. xxi. 5). 
The true reading in ver. 12, “before the 
throne" is also to be noted:—the sense of 
this passage being expressed in the words of 
the Te Deum, * We believe that Thou shalt 
come to be our Judge.” 

According to Hengst., * God in the Undi- 
vided Unity of His Being ;” “not the Father 
in fellowship with Christ,"—see ch. iii. 21; 
vii. 17; xxii. 1; and so Züllig. De Wette, 
Düsterd., Alford, and Bisping conclude that 
it is “God the Father,” ch. i. 8; iv. 25 cf. 
Dan. vii. 9. 

Jrom whose face tbe curth and the heaven 
Jed away ;| Cf. ch. xvi. 20. Not from one 
locality to another, but so that “ there was 
Sound,” &c. 


and there was found no place for them.| See 
ch. xxi. 1:—The present earth and the pre- 
sent heaven give place to the * New Heaven 
and the New Earth.” 

On thescene here referred to, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 
7, 10-12. The old world disappears, notes 
Burger, through the fat of that Omnipotence 
which at the first called all things into exist- 
ence (Heb. xi. 3). 


12. And Isaw] Another scene now opens 
(see on ver. 11) continuing the preceding 
Vision. 


v. 12.] 


great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another 


ch. 3. s. ^book was opened, which is the book 


* 


the dead, the great and the small,] (See 
vv. ll) The Seer now beholds those of 
“the dead” who had been raised from their 
graves as ver. 13 describes. ‘This is clearly a 
description of the General Resurrection—see 
John v. 28. ‘That we have here an exhaustive 
specification of the human race—of all who 
have ever lived, the just and the unjust—is 
plain from ch. xi. 18; xix. 5. 

Hengst. argues that “the dead can only 
be the ungodly dead”—“ the dead” being 
understood of those who are spiritually dead 
(Matt. viii. 22) according to John v. 24; 
viii. sr ;—Bengel understands those who sur- 
vive the Lord's * Parusia " ;—Alf. and Bisping 
see here “ the rest of the dead” of ver. 5 ; ie. 
the (assumed) Second Resurrection is now de- 
scribed, of all “ the great and the small” who 
had not part in the ** First Resurrection” (cf. 
ch. xi. 18). “If * ze dead great and small,” 
observes Dr. David Brown (4 c., p. 198), 
mean merely ‘ the rest of the dead, seven verses 
before, “why was not the same expression 
retained, or at least an equivalent expression, 
looping one clause with another at some 
distance from it"—as in ch. v. 10 compared 
with ch. xx. 4; or ch. vii. 15-17 with ch. xxi. 
3) 47 or" cb. xiv. 1¥ with ‘ch! xix. 3, 20; 
&c., &c.? 


standing before the throne;] See 
vv. Il, The codex of Erasmus follows 
Andreas in reading “ before God” :—Cf. Rom. 
xiv. Io, and see on ver. 11. 

These words are related to ver. 13 where 
it is told whence “ the dead” have come, just 
as ch. xv. 1 is related to ch. xv. 6. 


and books were opened:] This fea- 
ture of the Vision is borrowed from Dan. 
vii. ro. We have here, notes Ebrard, “a 
symbolical representation of the Divine Om- 
niscience." 

Observe, not “ the books” as below, but 
* books” indefinitely, such as are spoken of 
throughout Scripture as the register of all 
human actions— Ps. lvi. 8; Isai lxv. 6; 
Mal. iii; 16; cf. Deut. xxxii. 34. See Matt. 
X137. 

St. Augustine explains the “ books” as a 
symbol of the “ Divine memory” (De Civ. 
Dei, xx. 14) :—[‘‘ Illi libri quos priore loco 
posuit, intelligendi sunt sancti et veteres et 
novi, ut in illis ostenderetur que Deus fieri 
sua mandata jussisset: in illo autem qui est 
vite uniuscujusque, quid horum quisque non 
fecisset sive fecisset. Qui liber si carnaliter 
cogitetur, quis ejus magnitudinem valeat 


æstimare ? ...... Non ergo unus liber erit 
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of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. 


omnium, sed singuli singulorum . ... Quedam 
igitur vis est intelligenda divina; qua fiet ut 
cuique opera sua in memoriam revocentur 
.. . Que vis Divini libri nomen accepit "]. 
Beda who, on the whole, copies St. Au- 
gustine here, sees a reference to the Old 
and the New Testaments, according to which 
men, under both dispensations, are to be 
judged. 


and another book was opened,| ‘These 
words seem to point to “ the Manifestation (or 
rather “the Revealing ") of the sons of God,” 
—to “ the redemption of our body,” spoken of in 
Rom, viii, 19, 23,—to the literal Resurrection 
to glory of the Saints, as distinguished from 
their spiritual Resurrection in this life, de- 
scribed in ver. 5; see also ver. 15. All the 
dead are judged (see below) out of “the 
books”; the names of the Redeemed alone 
are inscribed in “ the Book of Life.” 


which is [the book] of life:| See ch. iii. 5; 
xiii. 8 ; xvii. 8; XXL 27; and compare Ps. lxix. 
289 Dan xi. r. Luke x29» “Pisil vives 
CE Ex., ZA g2 Dzek. SIN 9: 

Beda notes that the reprobate are self-con- 
demned, as they now read of the good which 
they might themselves have done. ‘This may 
be part of the “judging” ascribed to the 
Saints in ver. 4, when “judgment was given 
unto them” (1. Williams). 


and the dead were judged] All the dead: 
“ We shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of GOD.”—Rom. xiv. 10. On the part to 
be taken by the Saints in this judgment of 
the human race, see on ver. 4. 


out of the things which were written in 
the books,| We have here the article omitted 
above—“ the books," in which all human 
actions are inscribed. 

Alford does not really differ from Diisterd., 
when he takes * the books” to be “ vouchers 
for the book of life ;”—Hengst. takes “ the 
books” to be “those of guilt, condemnation, 
death.” ... * A name cannot be written both 
in the books, and in the Book of the Lamb :" 
the single ‘ Zook’ in this phrase denotes either 
that few are saved, or that the Book of 
Life contains simply the z«es;" while “ the 
books contain the long array of their evil 
deeds ";—Bisping makes “ the books” to con- 
tain a record of words and deeds, disclosing 
the characters of all ; while “ te Book of Life” 
gives to those inscribed in it the right to be 
received into eternal bliss. 


according to their works.| ‘The constant 
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1 Or, the 
grave. 


13 And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and 


thell delivered up the dead which 
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were in them : and they were judged 
every man according to their works. 
14 And death and hell were cast 


m cC«C-—-———-————— '——s——Á—ÀL/——— Cn XM MÀ a 


doctrine of Scripture—see e.g. Rom. ii. 6; 
2 Cor, v. 10; Gal, vi. 7; Col. iii. 24, 25; 
and especially of this Book,—cf. ch. ii, 2, 5, 
I9 ; lii, 1, 8, 15. 


13. And the sea gave up tbe dead which avere 
in it:] On the imagery which the “ Sea” has 
suggested throughout the Apocalypse, see 
the remarks of Dean Stanley as quoted in the 
Introduction, $ 4. It is scarcely possible 
to understand in this verse the literal, phy- 
sical sea. To do so would be to interpret 
contrary to the analogy of the whole Book. 
But if the “ Sea” is symbolical here, of what is 
it the symbol? Are we to.say, with Hengst., 
that “the sea can only be referred to in this 
place as the receptacle of the lost dead?” or, 
with Ebrard, are we to explain: “ All who 
have died in the heathen-world, so far as that 
world has not been reached by the preaching 
of the Gospel; and who, therefore, could 
not commit the sin of positive unbelief?” 
Both senses are unsatisfactory. The terms 
“ Death and Hades" are sufficiently compre- 
hensive to include a// who had ceased to live 
before this hour of Judgment; and thus we 
are constrained by the context itself to un- 
derstand “the dead” in this place to mean 
those who are spiritually dead,—those who, 
as St. Paul teaches (Eph. ii. 1), “ were dead 
(vexpovs) through their trespasses and sins,” 
and who are to be found among the living 
nations of the earth when the Lord returns 
“to be our JUDGE.” See Introd., § 1o, (b) 
on ch. vii. 1-3. The Zvizg must, surely, be 
included here. Compare also the condition 
of the New Heaven and the New Earth as 
described in ch. xxi. 1: “ And the Sea is no 


more." 
As examples of the literal interpretation, 
Stuart writes:—“ Not only those who have 


been buried beneath the earth, in the proper 
domains of Death and Hades, but all who 
have perished and are buried in the ocean, 
will be raised to life ;"—and Bishop Horsley 
(Sermon on x Pet.iii. 18-20) suggests that not 
the comparatively few who perished by ship- 
wreck are referred to here, but * the myriads 
who perished in the general Deluge, and found 
their tomb in the waters of that raging 
ocean." 

In order to account for this separate men- 
tion of the “ Sea," writers (after Wetstein), 
quote words of Achilles Tatius (v. p. 313), 
which describe the souls of those whose 
bodies lie in the sea as not going to Hades, 
but as continuing to wander about the 
waters. 


and death and bell gave up the deaa 
which were in them:| (See vv. ll). On the 
similar conjunction of “ Death and Hell” (or 
*Hades"—the receptacle of the dead) see 
on ch. i. 18; vi. 8. 

All living and dead shall stand before the 
JUDGE,—1 Thess, iv. 16, 17. And so St. 
Augustine explains (/. c., c. 15). He under- 
stands by “the Sea giving up its dead,” the 
existing world exhibiting those who had not 
yet died;—by “Death giving up its dead,” 
its giving up the good “qui tantummodo 
mortem perpeti potuerunt, non et infernum;” 
—by “Hell giving up its dead,” its giving up 
the wicked “qui etiam pcenas apud inferos 
pendunt." 


and tbey were judged each one according to 
their works.| ‘The words of ver. 12, here 
repeated, are ever the burden of the Judg- 
ment. 


14. And death and bell were cast into the 
lake of fire.| “ Death, and Hell” (“Hades”) the 
follower of death, represented locally in ver. 
13 and in ch. i. 18, are here personified as in 
ch. vi. 8. St. Augustine (;5;4.) takes “ Death 
and Hell" to signify the Devil whose punish- - 
ment was stated more literally in ver. ro. St. 
Paul had announced, “ The last enemy that is 
destroyed is death” (1 Cor. xv. 26); and here, 
with “Hell” or “Hades” its companion, 
“ Death,” the product of sin, receives the 
punishment of sin. "Their destruction is the 
guarantee of the life of the blessed,—ch. 
SA 

It is to be noted that, according to Christ’s 
words, “Hades” includes both Paradise (Luke 
xxiii. 43) and Gehenna (Luke xii. 5),—‘‘ Abra- 
hams bosom,” and the state of “ torment” of 
“ anguish,” of “ anguish in flame” (Luke xvi. 
22-28). Here “Hades,” without any distinc- 
tion between the two regions,—although be- 
tween them “there is a great gulf fixed” 
(Luke xvi. 26),—is “cast into the Lake of Fire.” 
Burger's explanation is not to be disregarded : 
Neither “ Death,” nor the abode of the de- 
parted, * Hades," has place any longer in the 
New Creation. “ Death” and in its train 
the abode of the dead belong to the present 
Creation. In the New, which God will 
restore, “ Death” ceases, and consequently 
“Wades” has nothing more to do. There 
is no personification intended here: the things 
themselves, called “ Death” and “ Hades,” no 
longer exist. Nevertheless the question re- 
mains, Why should “Paradise” — “ Abra- 
hams bosom”—be cast “into “the Lake of 
Fire"? 





into the lake of fire. 
second death. 
15 And whosoever was not found 


‘This is the 
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written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire. 





This is tbe second death, [even] the lake 
of fire] See-v./. The apposition of the 
two clauses, as now to be read, denotes that 
“the second death” (see ver. 6; ch. ii. x1 ; and 
cf. on ch. ii. 7), which is followed by no Resur- 
rection, consists in the being cast into “the Lake 
of Firej——see ch. xxi. 8. 
* Death” and * Hell,” being here personified, 
will be treated like the two Beasts and Satan, 
ver. ro; ch. xix. 20. All the misery and con- 
demnation which accompanied them as “ the 
wages of sin,’ is now cast into “the Lake of 
Fire,’ the abode of the condemned. ‘Their 
destruction points onwards to the bliss of the 
Redeemed, in ch. xxi. 4. 

Ebrard understands “ Death and “Hades” 
“in the concrete,” viz., the men—positive un- 
believers—who are there found and judged 
and condemned “according to their works : he 
adds,—* Of the dead in the ‘ Sea’ nothing ex- 
press is said ” ; and he regards this silence as a 
confirmation of his interpretation of the “Sea” 
—viz. that class of the dead which consisted 
of those among the heathen who had either 


In other words, 


never heard of Christ; or who had been con- 
verted during the Millennium :—see on ver. 
13. He applies ver. 15 to explain “how it 
will fare with the heathen who die in igno- 
rance.” How such persons are saved “we 
find in ch. xxii. 2, where we read of ‘the heal- 
ing of the nations, "—cf. Acts x. 35. 


15. And if any was not found written 
in the book of life,| See on ver. 12; and also 
the remarks on ver. 6, as to those who shall be 
released from “ the second death.” 

Ebrard (see on ver. 14) applies this verse 
to the heathen who had never heard of Christ. 
Hengst. observes: “In ver. 14 the final hell 
is, as it were, erected; here it receives its 
wretched inhabitants.”— John xv. 6. 


he was cast into the lake of fire.| In 
this verse, the doom of unbelievers is de- 
scribed; and “the Judgment of condemna- 
tion” is ended, in order to introduce, for 
the comfort and encouragement of believers, 
the picture of eternal happiness which now 
occupies the rest of the Book. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XX. 


NOTE A ON VER. 2—THE MILLENNIUM. 


I. The principles of Millennarianism were 
borrowed by the first generations of Chris- 
tians from Jewish theology (see the Excursus). 
They rest on the literal interpretation of the 
two phrases—a “Thousand Years,” and the 
“ First Resurrection.” Babylon, it is said, having 
fallen (ch. xviii.), and judgment having over- 
taken the Beast and the * False Prophet,” to- 
gether with “the kings of the earth and their 
armies” (ch. xix. 19-21), there immediately 
follows a preliminary judgment on Satan him- 
self, previous to his fnal judgment. Upon 
this, he is bound for the literal period of a 
* Thousand Years” (ver. 2), during which the 
“ First Resurrection” (ver. 5) takes place. 
That is to say, a literal Resurrection from 
the dead takes place,— either of all “ the dead 
in Christ” (1 Thess. iv. 16), all “that are 
‘Christ's at His Coming” (1 Cor. xv. 23) ; or, 
at the beginning of the Millennium, of those 
only who had suffered for Christ in preceding 
times, and then—“each in bis own order” 
(x Cor. xv. 23)—of the rest of the righteous 
who had not obeyed the Beast (so Mede, 
p. 572). After this follows, during the Mil- 
lennium, the reign of the Saints, oz earth, with 
Christ, Who is to exercise there in Person 


His sovereignty, from Jerusalem as the centre, 
and by means of the revived theocracy and 
kingdom of Israel (so De Burgh, p. 359, and 
others). Mede, however, while he considers 
that the Saints are to reign oz earth with 
Christ during the Millennium (p. 573), 
yet is careful to add that he does not dare 
to imagine (as some of the Ancients did) 
that Christ will Himself reign oz earth. His 
is ever “Regnum  Czlorum" (p. 603). 
Throughout this Millennial age, nevertheless, 
of perfect felicity, besides the Saints who reign 
with Christ and judge the world, there still 
exist nations on earth (ver. 8), “who during 
the binding of Satan have been quiet and 
willing subjects of the Kingdom ” (Alf.) ;—or 
(as others more naturally explain) who are 
avowed enemies of the kingdom, or, at least, 
who are still unconverted. To these, count- 
less “as the sand of the sea” (ver. 8), Satan, 
“ loosed out of his prison” when “the Thou- 
sand Years are finished” (ver. 7), before the 
end, and before his final overthrow, turns 
with all his powers of seduction, and leads 
them to assail the Saints (ver. 9). Hence, 
we are told, it follows that the risen Saints 
are to dwell in the earthly Jerusalem, where 
they are to be assailed by hosts of heathen 
nations still living on earth ; and this, although 
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all the inhabitants of the earth—the enemies 
of God, and adherents of the Beast and “ False 
Prophet ”—had already been slain: see ch. 
xix. 21. Such a result leads D üsterd. to un- 
derstand this *apocalyptic drama" to be a 
purely “ideal representation " of a long series 
of events occurring on the Day of the Lord's 
Coming, comprising the general Resurrection 
and the Last Judgment; “no special period 
of time" being signified by the Millennial 
reign, for “a thousand years in God's sight 
are but as yesterday.” —Ps. xc. 4. 
Auberlen—here following Piscator (A.D. 
1627), Petersen, Joachim, Lange, Hebart (see 
Semisch, art. Chiliasmus, in Herzog's Real- 
Encycl.)—meets this objection by supposing 
that the whole congregation of believers who 
have died in Christ are to be clothed, at 
the “ First Resurrection” (ver. 5), with their 
glorified bodies, whereby they are rendered 
visible to earth, and are manifested together 
with Him; while living believers, freed from 
everything earthly, are to be caught up to 
meet the returning Lord in the air (1 Thess. 
iv. 16, 17). The Elect, thus gathered to- 
gether by the Angels (Matt. xxiv, 31; xiii. 
43), “ live and reign with Christ a Thousand 
Years” (ver 4). It is from heaven, how- 
ever, that the Saints exercise their rule; for 
earth, not yet renewed, is not suited for the 
glorified Church (p. 334). At the beginning 
of the Millennium the state of the world will 
be what it was at the date of Christ's Ascen- 
sion,—Israel and the Gentiles, who still 
remain on the earth (see on ch. xix. 2r), 
opposing the Church, but being gradually 
converted by the influence of the Church in 
glory, and by the sight of the judgments on 
Satan and his adherents (ch. xix. 11-xx. 2). 
From the religious point of view, in their 
relation to God, Gentiles and Jews stand on 
a perfect equality; from the stand-point of 
the history of Revelation, however, Israel is, 
and ever shall be the chosen people through 
whom God's designs are executed :—Ex. iv. 
22; xix. 5, 6; Rom. xi. 21-24 (p. 343). The 
Last ‘Times shall prepare a thorough change 
of heart in the people of Israel; and to this 
change of heart the Lord's words in Matt. 
xxiii. 59 clearly point (p. 347). In the Millen- 
nium Jews and Gentiles are united ; and thus, 
the whole human race becoming one, the full 
and true life of humanity is at last realized— 
Rom. xi. 30-32. Still, during the “ Thousand 
Years," there is a separation between earth 
and heaven——between humanity glorified and 
humanity still living in the flesh. Hence it 
is possible that an apostasy should take place 
at the end of the Millennial period (p. 356). 
In this description we recognize many 
features of the older Chiliasm. This system 
assumes that there are to be ¢avo future Ad- 
vents of Christ, of which the former is to be 
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preparatory :—the texts relied upon are John 
xxi. 21-243; Acts i. 10, 11. In accordance 
with Zech. xiv. 4, Christ is to descend on 
Mount Olivet, whence He had ascended to 
heaven:—there the Chiliast expects the 
former of the two Advents to take place ; 
and there Antichrist is to meet his final 
overthrow. The Jews are now to be con- 
verted as a nation (Zech. xii. 9, 10; Luke 
xi. 34, 35; Rom. xi. 25-27; 2 Cor. iii. 13— 
16), and the Kingdom restored to Israel 
(Jer. xxxiibo17, 20, 21; Luke 1,325339 955 
24)—the kingdom consisting of Jews and 
Gentiles, with Christ as the Head (Matt. 
XIX. 28; xx. 23; 1 Cor. vi. 1-4). 

Vitringa contented himself with explaining 
the Millennium to signify *a long time, not 
less than a "Thousand Years" (p. 853) ; and 
with placing its beginning in those times 
when the empire of the Beast is to terminate, 
—the Millennium itself being a figure of that 
long duration of the Church's peace, and 
happy condition on this earth, of which the 
emblem is that silence of * 4alf-an-hour” in 
heaven, under the Seventh Seal—ch. viii. 1 
(pP. 844). And Bengel represents as the 
chief excellence of his apocalyptic system 
that, following Vitringa, he had “restored 
the old, true order, ——Antichrist, Millennium, 
End of the world” (4. c., pp. 661—675). 

On:the doctrine of “ Pre-millennarians ” 
who distinguish between *those Christians 
whom they style the Bride, and the rest of the 
Saved "—see Dr. David Brown (4. c., p. 91) 
who, in illustration of this doctrine, quotes as 
follows: “ This elect body," says Mr. Bonar, 
“of believers before the Millennium is the 
Bride, and shall be complete at the Lord’s 
coming. Not one other shall be added to 
this body after the Lord’s coming—nct one” 
(P. 123). See Note A on ch. xix. 11. 

II. According to the second system of inter- 
pretation,—of which St. Augustine is the 
ablest exponent (De Civ. Dei, xx., 7, &c.),— 
Christ had gone forth, in the frst Seal 
“ conquering and to conquer” (ch. vi. 12). 
Foes, however, are still to be encountered 
as the other Seals and the Trumpets and the 
Vials describe. 'The Church is to be ever 
militant on earth; a form of Antichrist is to 
continue until the end; and although the 
agents of the evil one are at length overcome 
(ch. xix. 20), Satan himself still remains un- 
destroyed. Has Christ, then, not conquered ? 
In order to answer this question, the Seer 
now re-ascends (“ recapitulando quid in 
istis mille annis agat Ecclesia ”—St, August., 
l. c., XX. 9) to the beginning, and recounts 
the work of Christ at His First Advent, 
and what He still continues to do. Christ 
was the Woman's promised Seed Who 
bruised the Serpent’s head (Gen. iti. x5). 
This, the first promise in the Bible, was ful- 
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filled by the Incarnation, when “the Son of 
God was manifested that He might destroy the 
works of tbe devil" (x John in. 8). At His 
First Advent Christ declared: * If I cast out 
devils by tbe Spirit of God, tben the Kingdom of 
God is come unto you. Or else, how can one enter 
into tbe strong man's bouse, and spoil bis goods, 
except be first bind tbe strong man?" (Matt. 
Xii. z8, 29). St. John, accordingly, now 
explains (ver. 2) that Christ had already 
“ laid bold on tbe Dragon, the old Serpent, which 
is tbe Devil and Satan, and bound bim for a 
thousand years? From the date of the First 
Advent, therefore, the “Thousand Years "— 
symbolizing a great but indefinite period of 
time—take their beginning (“mille annos pro 
omnibus annis hujus seculi posuit, ut perfecto 
numero notaretur ipsa plenitudo temporis "— 
St. August, Lc, c. 7). During this period 
the power of Satan is restrained, and the 
opposing power of the * First Resurrection " — 
the spiritual Resurrection of the soul, “the 
death unto sin, the new birth unto righteous- 
ness"—is the strength and support of the 
Church. Again:— The Church being always 
in conflict with the powers of evil (for Satan 
has been “bound” merely, not destroyed) ; 
and these powers manifesting themselves, 
with ever renewed intensity at successive 
periods of history, St. Paul has announced 
that before the end of all things “that Wicked 
shall be revealed whom the Lord shall consume 
with the breath of His mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of His Coming” (2 Thess. 
ii. 8):—a time which Christ Himself fore- 
shadowed when He said: “ When the Son of 
Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?” 
—Luke xviii. 8. 

This interpretation of vv. 1-6 assumes that 
the two phrases, a “Thousand Years” (ver. 
2), and the “ First Resurrection” (ver. 5), are 
to be understood figuratively, in accordance 
with the general character of the Apo- 
calypse (see Introd. $ 10). In ver. 7 St. John 
resumes the course of his narrative, and 
recounts once more what he had already told, 
in ch. xix. 11-21, of the last conflict of the 
Church with the hosts of Antichrist. This 
conflict is now followed by the absolute de- 
struction of the powers of evil (ver. 10). Then 
comes the Universal Judgment (vv. 11-15). 

An interpretation has also been proposed 
which 1s founded on the symbolical meaning 
of the number Ten (1000— 10?). This number, 
as stated in the Introduction ($ 11, (a)), 
signifies completeness and perfection, The 
number 1000, it is said, denotes here merely 
the perfection and universality (Gcumenicitat ) 
ofthe victory of Christ over Antichrist ; and 
the “Thousand Years” are not intended to 
represent any space of time. The passage 
(wv. 1-10) is inserted between ch. xix. 21 
and ch. xx. 11 only in order to separate the 


destruction of the Beast—together with the 

overthrow of Gog and Magog—from the Last 

Judgment, so that each of these events, 

according to its importance, may appear in 

its true light. It is plain, however, that this 

manner of giving a symbolical signification . 
‘to the words, does not bring out the;sense of 
this mysterious Episode. 





'The majority of Millennarians place this 
period of the Church's felicity altogether in 
the future. Many, especially in ancient times, 
in accordance with Jewish theology, under- 
stand the Millennium to be the seventh *'Phou- 
sand Years" of the world; and thus the 
world's Sabbath (Gen. ii. 2, 3). On this aspect 
ofthe doctrine, see Gibbon, ch. xv. Hofmann, 
however, understands not the seventh Thou- 
sand Years, “but the eighth,—the “Day” of 
the Lord, at the beginning of which the Church 
has risen again” (ii. s. 373). Bengel finds 
here qwo periods of a thousand years (see on 
ver. 3) :—the former of which or third stage of 
Satan's punishment (see on ch. xii. 12) begins 
A.D. 1836 with the destruction of the Beast 
(ch. xix. 20), and the binding of Satan; the 
latter begins, A.D. 2836, after the reign of the 
Saints on earth, and when Satan is loosed (ver. 
7). It is closed A.D. 3836, immediately before 
the end of the world—ver. rr. (This twofold 
Millennium had been already taught by St. 
Barnabas—see the Excursus at the end of this 
Note). Ebrard explaining the number mys- 
tically regards the interval between Christ's 
Ascension and His Second Advent as the 
« half-week” (33 years); and the duration of 
His visible rule in His Kingdom on earth asa 
“Thousand Years,” or twenty Jubilee periods 
of fifty years (Lev. xxv. 10). ‘The age ac- 
cordingly in which we now live—the period 
of the ecclesia pressa et militans—is insignifi- 
cant when compared with the duration of the 
visible glory of Christ’s Kingdom on earth. 

Others place the Millennium in the past:— 
E. g. Bossuet understands the first “ Thousand 
Years” of the Christian Era ;—Brightman, 
Cocceius, Grotius, Hammond, see the begin- 
ning of the “ Thousand Years” in the time of 
Constantine the Great, and its end under 
Lewis the Bavarian (A.D. 1313-1347), the 
last opponent of the Popes;—Others—e. g. 
Luther, count this period down to Pope 
Gregory VII. (A.D. 1073-1085), in whom they 
recognize Satan let loose;— We have the 
“Thousand Years'" reign behind us, writes 
Hengst. (ii. p. 285), and stand now at the 
loosing of Satan out of his prison (ver. 7): the 
Millennium counts from Christmas Eve, A.D. 
800, the coronation of Charles the Great— 
under whom the German Tribes were con- 
verted to Christ and the Christian Empire of 
the West founded—down to the reign of 
Napoleon ( Apollyon).—;£., p. 304- 
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From the rationalistic point of view, 
Wetstein concluded that the Apocalypse de- 
scribed prophetically the Jewish war—the 
duration of which he restricted to the “ three 
and a half years” (1260 days) ;—“Ita tamen 
ut quz cum illis. connexa sunt, paulo altius 
repetat, subjungatque que non diu postea 
consecuta." He did not shrink from reducing 
the “Thousand Years" to the Afty years from 
the death of Domitian to the Jewish war 
under Hadrian. Gog and Magog he found 
in the revolt under Barchochab. The 
Heavenly Jerusalem, in the happy state of 
Christianity, and the spread of the Gospel 
after the complete suppression of the Jewish 
nationality. 

Volkmar appeals to * the Zay of the Lord's 
vengeance,” —“ the year of recompenses ;"— 
“the day of vengeance,” —“ the year of my re- 
deemed” in Isai. xxxiv. 8; Ixiil. 4; where the 
“Day” and the “Year” are identical, accord- 
ing to Ps. xc. 4. Hence, “the day of ven- 
geance”—“the year” of the first triumph of 
Christianity after Nero's death—extends, in 
God's sight, to a 1000 years. Thus the day of 


REVELATION. XX. 


an imperial triumph used to extend to several 
days—under Trajan to 120; and accordingly 
here “the day” of triumph extends to 365 x 
tooo. Reuss sees here an exact expression of 
the * Judzo-Christian Eschatology” of the 
age, the first rudiments of which true Chris- 
tians must leave behind (Heb. vi. 2): to this 
popular belief the Apocalypse adds “the 
double Resurrection, and a Millennial era 
between the two.” ‘This theory ingeniously 
combines the conflicting systems taught by 
the Jewish doctors—the political element in 
the ancient hopes of Israel, and the religious 
element (ch. H. 273 Zias; xix. r5; Acts 126; 
ii. 30); and assures to the Martyrs privileges 
above all others. Such a doctrine, adds 
Reuss, “needed to be counteracted by all the 
force of the spiritualistic reaction which had 
its root in the Pauline Gospel, and its scien- 
tific basis in the Alexandrine School" (p. 
366). Renan contents himself with referring 
to his theory that the Beast cast into the 
* Lake of Fire” (ch. xix. 20) is Nero, the Anti- 
christ ; adding that Satan still remains chained 
during the “ Thousand Years" (p. 445). 





EXCURSUS on THE MILLENNIUM. 


It is of some importance to trace the early 
history of the doctrine of the Millennium 
(“mille anni”), or Chiliasm (yiia érn?), or 
the “’Thousand-years’ reign of the Saints 
with Christ,” inasmuch as the consensus of 
the Primitive Church is the stronghold of 
Millennarianism. Dean Alford, for example, 
writes on Rev. xx. 5: “Those who lived 
next to the Apostles, and the whole Church 
for 300 years, understood them [the ‘ Thou- 
sand Years’] in the plain literal sense.” It 
is necessary, therefore, to examine the facts. 

The expectation of an order of things 
entirely new founded on the language of 
Messianic prophecy, however misapplied, lay 
at the root of every form of Chiliasm among 
the Jews. It was the same hope of a re- 
novated earth, prompted by the instinctive 
longing—may we not say the memory ?— 
of the human soul, which suggested even to 
those outside the pale of Revelation, in the 
picture of a world from which the curse had 
been withdrawn, the Vision of a second *Gol- 
den Age.” ‘The history of human thought 
proves that the fact has ever been acknow- 
ledged of “a primal perfection, of a present 
disorder.”? The old poet of Greece; though 


1 ** Hi qui spirituales sunt istos ista credentes 
XAtaords appellant Graco vocabulo: quod 
verbum e verbo exprimentes nos possumus 
Milliarios nuncupare.”—St. August, De Civit. 
VIER Xu P, 

? See Trench’s Hulsean Lectures, p. 231. 

* Hesiod, O22. e£ Dies, 120, &c. 


fully conscious of the tokens of suffering and 
decay which darkened the face of nature, 
seeks to bridge over the chasm between the 
gods and degenerate man by the supposition 
of previous races, each more degenerate than 
its predecessor, during the five Ages from the 
Golden Age in the past to the existing Age 
of Iron :—the first Age, altogether pure, when 
good, perfect, and happy men lived from the 
spontaneous abundance of the earth, in ease 
and tranquillity like the gods themselves. 
The later verse of Virgil in the West testifies 
how the return of this Golden Age was the 
goal and the ideal of human hope.! And as 
if to remove all shade of difference between 
the expectations of the Gentile world and the 
Jewish anticipations of Millennial enjoyment, 
the same period of a “' Thousand Years "— 
which St. John has here taken as the symbol 
of a sacred period—again and again recurs in 
the religious speculations of the heathen. In 
the PAzdrus of Plato we read how the soul 
of the true philosopher is excused from seven 
of the Ten Millennial probations through 
which the rest of mankind have to pass; 
while in the Republic is given an account of 
the allotment and selection of the second life 
at the close of this period of a “ Thousand 
Years"? this same duration being assigned 


1 **Tu modo nascenti puero, quod ferrea 


primum 
Desinet, ac toto surget gens aurea mundo,” 
&c Eclog. iv. 


* “Ten thousand years (oùe adicvetras éràv 
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‘by Virgil for the purification after death 
from the stain of sin:— 


** Has omnes, ubi mille rotam volvere per annos, 
Letheum ad fluvium Deus evocat agmine 
magno," &c. "En. vi., 749. 


According to Jewish theology, as collected 
from the Talmud, Messiah is to gather in 
from the Dispersion all the scattered de- 
scendants of the Tribes, to discomfit their 
foreign oppressors, and from Jerusalem as a 
centre to rule over the whole earth which is 
to be a scene of temporal enjoyment and 
prosperity. Even the doctrine of the Resur- 
rection was harmonized with the exclusive 
nationality of the children of Abraham. Of 
the chosen race, if not all, at least the 
more virtuous are to be summoned from 
Paradise, from the abode of departed spirits ; 
and under their triumphant King are to 
enjoy for a “ Thousand Years" glory and bliss 
upon the earth:—see Wisd. ii. 1-8. Here 
comes in another feature of Jewish Theo- 
logy :—Liicke (7. c., s. 309 ff.) considers that 
Chiliastic conceptions appeared among the 
Jews, in the times before Christ, as soon as 
they began to distinguish between the żem- 
poral and the eternal kingdom of Messiah ; 
or rather the “ days” of Messiah's appearance 
(ipépat T. viod T. avOpwrov, Luke xvit. 22), and 


puplwy) must elapse before the soul can return to 
the place from whence she came, for she cannot 
grow her wings in less; only the soul of a 
philosopher, guileless and true....may acquire 
wings in the third recurring period of a thousand 
years (tplty mepiddm tH xiAvere?) ; and if they 
choose this life three times in succession, then 
they have their wings given them, and go away 
at the end of three thousand years” —Pedrus, 
249 (Jowett’s transl. vol. i. p. 583). See also 
on the source of this period of rooo years 
Dr. Thompson’s note, Biblioth. Classica, p. 54. 
The choice of lives (aipeois Bíev), which takes 
place at the end of each Millennial period (79 
xtAtoor@), is described circumstantial in the 
Republic. The slain warrior who has returned to 
life records in its pages his vision of the souls of 
those on whom judgment had passed :— Some 
sorrowed and wept at the remembrance of what 
they had endured beneath the earth during their 
journey of a thousand years ; while others de- 
scribed heavenly blessings, and visions of incon- 
ceivable beauty. “ For every wrong which 
they had done to any one they suffered tenfold ; 
the ‘thousand years’ answering to the hundred 
years which are reckoned as the life of man.”— 


De Republ x. 615 (Jowett's transl., vol. ii. p.“ 


458). And the conclusion is: ** Wherefore my 
counsel is that we hold fast to the heavenly 
way, and follow after justice and virtue always. 
... And it shall be well with us both in this 
life and in the pilgrimage of ‘a thousand years’ 
(èv Th xiAtere? mopela) which we have been 


reciting ” (70., 621 p. 464). 


the aioy éAko@y—a distinction which does not 
appear in Messianic Prophecy. ‘The “ days” 
of Messiah form the epoch when the present 
world has its end, and the future has its 
beginning (see Ziillig, /.c., i. s. 38, 43 ; Gfrorer, 
]c,$ 212, 252). But how, it was asked, 
was the duration of this period to be de- 
termined according to Scripture? Some took 
as its type, according to Ps. xcv. ro, the “ forty 
years” in the Wilderness;—others the “ four 
hundred years ” sojourn in Egypt, according 
to Gen. xv. 13 ;—others, again, took as their 
chronological type the ** Week” of Creation, 
as Daniel (ix. 25) has done ; and as the world 
was created in six days, and as a “ ‘Thousand 
Years " in God's sight are but as one day (Ps 
XC. 4), so the duration of the world 1s the 
* Week” of Creation distributed through time 
—each “ Day,” or “Age” of this“ Week” being 
equal to a “ Thousand Years" As there was 
a Sabbath of Creation, moreover, which began 
after man was formed, so must there be a 
Divine Sabbath of the Messianic era of Salva- 
tion beginning as soon as the human race, re- 
stored to its primitive innocence, shall stand 
on the earth as Adam did in Paradise. Thus 
R. Salomon writes : “ It is fixed that the world 
shall stand for 6ooo years, according to the 
number of the days of the week; but on 
the seventb Day is the Sabbath, and during 
the seventh Millennium the world has rest.”* 

All Jewish conceptions of a Millennial 
Kingdom of Messiah were reflected in the 
system of the Ebionites, and with the other 
errors of that system injuriously affected the 
early Church;? but this tenet of the later 
Judaism was conveyed more directly to the 
Christian community by the Epistle of St. 
Barnabas, where it is repeated almost literally.* 
Here, however, in accordance with the essence 
of the Gospel, a condition of spiritual, blissful 
rest is described,—a restored harmony of 
Humanity, and a glorified state of Nature. 
Neither St. Barnabas, however, nor the 
Fathers who subsequently held this doctrine 
conceived that the roco years’ reign was to 
be the end of all things, but merely a Millen- 
nary Sabbath,—a stage of transition to eternal 
life.* 


1 Talm., Avoda Sara, fol. 9, col. r,—see 
Eisenmenger, ZEz/d. Jud., ii. p. 652. See also 
Gfrórer, Das Jahrb. des Heils. ates Abth., Kap. 
x, s. 210; ff, 

2 Neander, Allg. Gesch. d. Kirche, i. S. 191. 

3 Referring tothe LXX. Version of Gen. ii. 2, 
kal ovverérecey ó Oeds èv TH hmépa TH Extn 
k. T. A. St. Barnabas (c. xv.) writes: tovro 
Aéyet Bri guvTeAc? ó Oeds rúpios èv éEario xiMois 
Éreoi cà ndvra * Ñ yàp pépa map abrQ xia ern. 

* Having further quoted Isai. i. 13, St. Bar- 
nabas (zbid.) concludes that, after the seventh 
Millennium of rest, an eighth day succeeds 
(àpxhu huépas òyõóns movijae, 8 ear, KA ov Kdopov 
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But there also passed over to the early 
Christians from the Jewish system a coarser 
belief embodying gross ‘pictures of an earthly 
kingdom. The Christian conception naturally 
differed from the Jewish in this that it repre- 
sented the Millennial reign as brought in by 
Jesus of Nazareth, and as including both 
Jews and Gentiles:—what was common to 
both was the period of blessedness oz earth; 
and the selection of Jerusalem once more as 
the City of God.! That such a belief should, 


épxiv), foreshadowed by the day of the Lord's 
Resurrection, when all that is earthly is to 
cease, and a new and eternal world to begin. 
St. Augustine thus describes this opinion, as 
held in his day :—‘‘ Qui propter heec hujus libri 
verba (Apoc. xx.) primam resurrectionem futuram 
suspicati sunt corporalem, inter csetera maxime 
numero annorum mille permoti sunt, tanquam 
oporteret in sanctis eo modo velut tanti temporis 
fieri Sabbatismum, vacatione scilicet sancta 
post labores annorum sex millium ex quo creatus 
est homo... ut quoniam scriptum est [2 Pet. 
ii. 8]...sex annorum millibus tanquam sex 
diebus impletis, sequatur velut Sabbati septimus 
in annis mille postremis, ad hoc scilicet Sabba- 
tum celebrandum resurgentibus sanctis,”—De 
Civ. Dei, xx. 7. 

1 That immediate contact with the early Chili- 
astic literature of the Jews existed in the primitive 
Christian times, is manifest from the similarity 
between the statements of Papias and those of 
the ** Apocalypse of Baruch” :—see the Intro- 
duction, § 9, where the publication of this 
work by Ceriani is referred to. This Apocryphal 
writing has also been published by O. F. 
Fritzsche in his edition of the ‘* Apocryphal 
books of the O. T.,” Leipzig, 1871, p. 654. 
Ceriani (Ac, t. i, fasc. 2, p. i.) observes ofthe 
** Apocalypse of Baruch:”  ** Antiquissimis 
quidem accenserem ex indole libri Judzeo-Chris- 
tiana, ex ejus cum quarto Esdre arcta affinitate 
in pluribus, ac demum ex loco illo Papiz insigni 
de Chiliasmo apud Irenzeum, Contr. Her. v. 
33, collato cum nostro libro No. 29."  Fritzsche 
also concludes as to the date: ‘* Haec Judzeum 
non multo post Hierosolyma a Tito eversa con- 
scripsisse manifestum est "— raf p. xxxii. 

The remarkable coincidence of the Millen- 
narianism of Papias with that of Jewish writers 
is thus shown :—‘‘ In Papia," continues Ceriani, 
“enim superadditur fabulosa jam nostri narra- 
tionij quod in hujusmodi rebus serioris setatis 
indicium videtur.” In chapter 22 Baruch is 
addressed by a voice from heaven, and Baruch 
in answer styles the speaker ‘‘ Lord” (Dowii- 
nator Domine). In ch. 24 the voice tells 
Baruch: ‘* Ecce autem dies veniunt et aperien- 
tur libri, in quibus scripta sunt peccata omnium 
qui peccaverunt, et iterum etiam thesauri, in 
quibus justitia eorum qui justificati sunt in 
creatura collecta est." A great ‘tribulation ” is 
to fall on the inhabitants of the earth in the last 
days (ch. 25); and Baruch asks (ch. 28): ** Utrum 
in uno loco, aut in una ex partibus terree futura 
sunt ista, an tota terra sentiet?” And then 
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for a time, have been popular in the early 
Church was altogether natural Christ had 
declared it to be His mission to found a 
Kingdom ; and never was the contrast between 
the Kingdom of God, and the kingdom of the 
world exhibited more forcibly than in the 
days when the first Christians lived. ‘Then, 
as at all times, the Lord's Second Advent was 
looked for in the future—whether near or 
remote ; and as the efforts of the heathen to 
crush out the Christian Faith grew more 
cruel,and persecution waxed more fierce, so 
did the early believers cherish more eagerly 
the hope of a speedy deliverance and of a rich 
reward. All was changed, however, as soon 
as the Christian Religion was recognized by 
the powers of this world. When the age of 
persecution passed away, Chiliasm ceased to 
form an element of the popular belief. It 
was only with the cessation of outward 
oppression, and still more with the growth 
of that new relation of the Church to the 
State under which men actually enjoyed 
the peace that had once seemed to be 
hopeless on earth, that the motives died 
out which prompted the longing for the 


we read (ch. 29): '*Respondit et dixit mihi: 
Totius erit terree quod eveniet tunc. Propterea 
omnes qui vivent sentient. Illo autem tempore 
protegam tantum eos qui reperientur illis. die- 
bus in terra ista. Et erit postquam completum 
fuerit quod futurum est ut sit in illis partibus, 
tunc incipiet revelari Messias. Et revelabitur 
Behemoth ex loco suo, et Leviathan ascendet 
de mari, duo cete magna que creavi die quinto 
creationis, et reservavi eos usque ad illud 
tempus; et tunc erunt in escam omnibus qui 
residui fuerint, Etiam terra dabit fructus suos 
unum in decem millia, et in vite una erunt mille 
palmites, et unus palmes faciet mille botros, et 
botrus unus faciet mille acinos, et unus acinus 
faciet corum vini. Et qui esurierunt jucunda- 
buntur," &c., &c. (p. 80). 

The words of Papias [‘‘ De temporibus regni 
Domini"] quoted by Irenæus (Contr. Her. v. 
33, P. 333) are as follows :— 

** Venient dies, in quibus vines nascentur, 
singule decem millia palmitum habentes, et in 
uno palmite dena millia brachiorum, et in uno 
vero palmite dena millia flagellorum, et in 
unoquoque "flagello dena millia botruum et in 
unoquoque botro dena millia acinorum, et unum- 
quodque acinum expressum dabit vigintiquinque 
metretas vini. Et quum eorum apprehenderit 
aliquis sanctorum botrum, alius clamabit: ‘ Bo- 
trus ego melior sum, me sume, per me Dominum 
benedic.'? &c., &c. (af. Routh, i. p. 9). Irenæus 
refers to this quotation in the words already 
cited, Introd. § 2 (a), No. (6); and he adds 
that, to the inquiry * How can these things be?" 
Papias replied by referring to the days spoken 
of in Isai. xi 6, &c. ; lxv. 25. A literal and 
carnal interpretation of the ideal picture thus 
presented by Isaiah was clearly the source of the 
coarse Chiliasm of the Jewish school, 
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“Thousand Years'" reign of believers with 
Christ. 

There are four chief stages in the history 
of Chiliasm :—I. The earliest stage is that of 
the first four centuries, when the doctrine 

, was both popular and earnestly insisted on by 
many distinguished Fathers of the Church; 
—II. Then came the period from St. Augus- 
tine to the Reformation ;—III. In the age of 
the Reformation Chiliasm was revived among 
the enthusiastic and fanatical sects which then 
started into existence ;—I V. And next followed 
the time from Joseph Mede, in Cent. xvii., 
down to the present day. 

I. The same influences that moved the 
orthodox among the primitive Christians,— 
the tradition, namely, which had passed over 
to them from the Jews, as well as the gloomy 
aspect of the times,—acted upon the early 
heretics also: e.g. Cerinthus, the Ebionites,! 
Montanus?  Chiliasm, or the doctrine that 
the Saints were to reign with Christ on earth 
for the literal period of a Thousand Years, 
now became the common, although by no 
means the universal belief. With the excep- 
tion of the Epistle of St. Barnabas, no trace 
of this doctrine is to be found in the writings 
of the other Apostolic Fathers. Athenagoras, 
Tatian, Theophilus of Antioch, Clemens 
Alex.‘ are silent on the subject. 

Justin M., who came next after Papias of 
Hierapolis as teacher of Millennarianism— 
ardent supporter though he was of this doctrine 
—expressly writes that “ there are many Chris- 
tians of pure and devout minds who do zo 
admit this "— Dial. c. Trypb. c. 80.5 


1 For Cerinthus, see Euseb. iii. 28, vii. 25 ;— 
for the Ebionites, see St. Jerome, Zz Zsaz. 1x. 1 ; 
lxvi. 20. 

2 For the Montanists, see Tertullian adv. 
Marc. iii.24. Tertullian’s words are : ** Nam et 
confitemur in terra nobis regnum repromissum, 
sed ante cselum, sed alio statu, utpote post 
Resurrectionem in mille annos in Civitate Divini 
operis Hierusalem celo delata." See also the 
writing of the presbyter Caius, against Proclus 
or Proculus (ap. Euseb. iii. 28) as well as the 
Test, xii. Patriarch. (Judah, c. 25 ; Benjamin, c. 
10) ;—Evangel. Nicod, (II, c. iii. (xix.) 15) ;— 
Sibyll. Orac. ii. 27-31; iii. 743-784; v. 413, 
&c. ; viii. 206, .&c. 

3 An echo of the doctrine has been thought 
to exist in Hermas, i. 3; iii. 8. 

4 In Clemens Al. (Æx. Script, Proph. 
Ecloga, c. 57, t. ii. p. 1004) we read :—oi yap é£ 
Avüpémev eis &yyéXovs peramTáyres, xína ery 
padnrevovran bed Tay àyyéAov K. T. A. i 

5 Trypho had taunted Justin M. with holding 
the doctrine that Jerusalem was to be restored, 
and that Christians were to lead a life of happi- 
ness in union with Christ, together with the 
Patriarchs and Prophets and the Jewish people. 
To this Justin replies: ‘“‘‘Quoróynoa obv coi 
4a] mpóreper, drt éyà pev kal GAAo T0AAo0l TavTa 


The leading advocates of Millennarianism 
in the Early Church were,— Papias (ap. Eus. 
iii. 36, 39) who, as has been pointed out, bor- 
rowed from Jewish sources ;—St. Irenæus! (v. 


$povoüuev ws kal mdvrws enloradbe Toðro yern- 
odmevoy * [viz. that the doctrine of the Millennium 
owed its origin to the Jews, and was held 
by them] voAAovs 8 að kal TG» ris Kabapas kal 
evoeBods byTwy Xpicriavay yvduns Toto my 
yvepíGew, éocuard oot (c. 80); and then he 
goes on to speak of the Gnostics. 

Mede in his Dissertation on this passage (O77. 
p. 533) has suggested a rather startling emen- 
dation, which has given rise to some controversy. 
He would insert a negative, où, in this clause, and 
read **of Christians that are [not] of pure and 
devout minds ; "—this, he argues is required by 
the context. In his edition of the ** Dialogue with 
Trypho,” Thirlby (2 loc., p. 311) observes :— 
** Medus (quem sequitur Tillotsonus, Reg. Fidei, 
par. iii. sect. 9, p. 756 et seqq.) legit rà» ov 
Tis kaÜapas. Vehementer errant viri preeclari.” 
And similarly, in his ed. of the works of Justin, 
Otto (tz loc., ii, p. 274) notes: *'Dalleus (De 
penis et satisf. human. p. 453, Amst. 1649), Mün- 
scherus (Handb. d. chr. Dogmengesch. ii. 455), 
aliique recentiores (vid. Semisch, Justin der 
Martyr., ii. p. 469) Tay wh 7s ka0apàs [legunt]. 
Sed Martyr, ut jam Thirlbius indicavit, aperte 
distinguit inter duas orthodoxorum partes." Döl- 
linger, also referring to Münscher who would 
insert the negative, writes :—‘‘ Many moderns 
have entered into this view, and have inserted the 
particle wf in the text. But.... St. Justin does 
not, as Miinscher pretends, speak of only ‘wo 
classes of Christians—the Gnostics, who denied 
not only the Millennium but likewise the Resur- 
rection of the flesh, and orthodox Christians 
who admitted both. He evidently distinguishes 
three classes: (1) those who believe with him 
in a future Resurrection, and in the Thousand 
Years’ Kingdom ;—(2) those true Christians who 
believed in the Resurrection, but: zo in the 
Millennium ;—and (3) the Gnostics, who were 
in name Christians, but were in truth impious 
heretics, who blasphemed the God of Abraham, 
who denied the Resurrection of the flesh, and 
who did not, therefore, merit the name of Chris- 
tians. He does not object to these last the re- 
jection of the Millennium, as, in comparison with 
their fundamental errors, this was of no import- 
ance.... According to St. Justin, therefore, the 
belief in the Resurrection of the flesh, not in the 
Millennium, was a proof of true orthodoxy " 
(Hist. of the Church, Cox's transl, i. p. 196). 
** Although Justin," writes Mohler (Patrologie, 
s. 251), **favours Chiliasm, he will not represent 
it as a generally received dogma, but openly 
acknowledges that many other orthodox and 
pious Christians are not of this opinion." 

1 Trenzeus notices three different stages which 
man passes through before he attains to the 
*€ Vision of God” (otres éAcboovra: eis Thy Oyiv 
Tov Ocov, Adv. Her. v. 31, 2) ; viz. : (1) The souls 
of the righteous, in happy converse with Christ, 
await the revival of their bodies;—(2) After 
the judgment of the wicked, follows the Resurrec- 
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34-36) ;— Tertullian, in his lost work De Spe 
Fidelium (see also Adv. Marc. ii. 24; De 
Resurr. Carn. c. 25; De Monogam. C. 10; 
De Spectac., c, ult.) ;—St. Cyprian, De Exhort. 
Mart., Pref. (on the authenticity of this work, 
see Smith's Biogr. Dict.);—St. Methodius, 
De Resurrect., lib. contr. Origen.; Conviv. x. 
Virgg. ix. x (ap. Galland. iii. p. 730) ;—Nepos 
(ap. Eus. vii. 24 ; St. Dionys. Al. i. 43) ;—Vic- 
torinus (ap. Routh, Rel. Sacr. iii. 458) ;—Lac- 
tantius, Inst. Div. vii. 14, 24. Itisto be borne 
in mind, moreover, in confirmation of what 
has been noted as to St. Justin M., that in the 
writings of Tertullian before he became a 
Montanist, we find nothing to favour the 
doctrine of the Millennium. On the con- 
trary, in * Tbe Rules of faitb" given by him 
(De Firg. Vel, c. i.; adv. Prax. c. 2; De 
Prescript. Her. c. 13), as well as by so 
decided a Chiliast as Irenæus (see Her. i. 10; 
ii. 4), no- reference whatever is made to 
Chiliasm as a necessary article of belief. Nor 
should it be forgotten that Dionysius Alex., 
who resisted with success the teaching of 
Mepos (A.D. 255), speaks always respectfully 
of his opponent;—a fact which proves that 
Nepos did not hold the gross and carnal 
aspect of Millennarianism. ‘This controversy, 
indeed, with Dionysius proves that, under its 
most favourable aspect, Millennarian doctrine 
was now, in the middle of Cent. iii., positively 
discountenanced in the Church. 

It has been already apparent from the 
words of St. Justin M. quoted above, that 


tion of the righteous, who will then reign with 
Christ on earth in the enjoyment of happiness, 
not excluding corporeal pleasure ;—(3) The being 
taken up to enjoy ‘‘the Vision of God." To 
the earthly kingdom of Christ succeeds the 
great apostasy, and the rule of Antichrist— 
25. Y. €, 25—30. 

! Gennadius of Marseilles (A.D. 459) thus sums 
up the opinions of the Millennarians of the fifth 
century :—''In Divinis repromissionibus nihil 
terrenum vel transitorium expectemus, sicut 
Meletiani sperant. Non nuptiarum copulam, 
sicut Cerinthus et Marcion delirant, Non 
quod ad cibum vel ad potum pertinet, sicut, 
Papia auctore, Lreneus, Tertullianus, et Lactan- 
fius, adquiescunt. Neque per mille annos post 
resurrectionem regnum Christi zz zerra futurum, 
et sanctos cum illo in deliciis regnaturos spere- 
mus, sicut /Vepos docuit, primam justorum resur- 
rectionem, et secundam impiorum : et inter has 
duas mortuorum resurrectiones, gentes ignorantes 
Deum in angulis terrarum in carne reservandas : 
quz post mille annos regni in terra justorum, 
instigante diabolo, movendze sint ad pugnam 
contra justos regnantes; et Domino pro justis 
pugnante imbre igneo compescendas : atque ita 
mortuas, cum ceteris in impietate ante mortuis, 
ad eeterna supplicia in incorruptibili carne resus- 
citandas” (af. St. August, Op. ed. Bened. t. 
viii, 4422. p. 78). 
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Chiliasm was not the universal belief of the 
primitive Church. $So early as the year 196 
an earnest opponent of the Millennarian 
doctrines was found in Caius, a Roman Pres- 
byter, who, writing against the Montanist 
"Proclus, declares that the “ Thousand Years " 
Kingdom was a vain fable invented by the 
heretic Cerinthus (see Introd. § 5). Even 
thus early the tendencies to which Chiliasm 
gave an impulse,—as exhibited chiefly in the 
extravagances of the Montanists,—contributed 
to the growing opposition to this doctrine. 
It was from the Church of Alexandria, how- 
ever, with its famous school of theology, 
that the most strenuous resistance to Mil- 
lennarianism proceeded. Origen speaks in 
terms of strong condemnation respecting 
those who interpret Scripture in a Jewish 
sense. He was the first—so far as we know 
— who directly impugned the doctrine. He 
charges the Chiliasts with holding that 
“strangers should be given to them as 
ministers of their delights” (Isai. li. 3-5); 
with looking for “promises consisting in 
bodily pleasure and luxury;” &c.:—see his 
Sel. in Psal., vol. ii. p. 5705 tom. xvii. in Matt. 
vol. iii. p. 827; Prolog. in Cantic., iii. p. 28; De 
Princip. ll. xi. 2, where, in reply to the favourite 
references of Chiliasts (Matt. v. 6 ; xxvi. 29), 
he writes: *Multa alia ex scripturis exempla 
proferunt, quorum vim figuraliter intelligi 
debere non sentiunt." 

Nepos of Arsinoe wrote in reply to Origen; 
and was in turn answered by St. Dionysius of 
Alex. (Introd. $ 5). The last echo of Chiliasm, 
however, in the Eastern Ghurch is given 
from the writings of the younger Apollinaris, 
the heresiarch (A.D. 370), who went so far 
in his Jewish sympathies as to teach that the 
Temple was to be rebuilt, and the entire 
Jewish worship to be restored—men still 
living, as they do now, but observing the 
Mosaic Law (rt èv 7$ mporn dvaordoet yii- 
ovtaernpida Tuva émvreNoUpev). In support of 
this Millennial period he referred to Rev. xx. ; 
which, nevertheless, as Apollinaris admits, 
“the greatest number and the pious” (oi 
m\eioTot kal evAaBeis) understand in a spi- 
ritual sense:—see Epiphan. Her. lxxvii. 26, t. 
i p. 1031. See also St. Basil, who thus de- 
scribes the opinion of Apollinaris, —£oev« dé 
aùr Kal rà wep dvactdcews, pvbiKas ovy- 
keipeva, waddov O6 “lovdaixds (Ep. 263, ed. 
Ben. t. iil. p. 406). i 

And thus we see that from an early period 
Chiliasm was neither held universally, nor 
imposed as an article of faith; while, as 
Apollinaris admits, it bad almost died out in 
his day. So little is Dean Alford’s assertion, 
already quoted, to be accepted—namely, that 
the whole Church, for. 300 years after the 
Apostles believed in a literal Millennium; and 
so little true is Gibbon's sneer, that the doc- 
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trine of a life of enjoyment for rooo years 
greatly accelerated the progress of Chris- 
tianity (ch. xv.). 

II. From the fourth century to the age 
of the Reformation, the interpretation of the 
“Thousand years” advocated by St. Augustine 
prevailed in the Church. At one time he was 
himself disposed to be a Chiuliast, in the 
strictly spiritual sense of the doctrine—* etiam 
nos hoc opinati fuimus aliquando " (Zc., xx. 7 ; 
see also his “ Sermo 259, in die Dom. Octav. 
Pasch.” c. 2),* Regnabit Dominus in terra 
cum sanctis suis," &c. (Opp., t. vii. pars 2) 
The spiritual sense he allows to be “ tolerable ” 
(“que opinio esset utcunque tolerabilis”) ; 
but of other aspects of the doctrine he writes: 
* Nullo modo ista possunt, nisi a carnalibus 
credi" (5.). In this carnal sense Chiliasm 
is reckoned among the heresies of the age 
by Philastrius (A.D. 380, Her. 106); and 
Stephanus Gobarus (A.D. 600) records the 
existence in his time of this carnal doctrine, 
without, however, expressing his own opinion.! 
The sentiments of St. Jerome may be inferred 
from his reference to the work of Dionysius of 
Alex., whom he describes as mocking at the 
fable of the “ Thousand Years" (“irridens mille 
annorum fabulam,’—Comm. in Isai. Pref. in 
libr. 18m, t. iv. p. 767). The existence of Mil- 
lennarianism may for a time be traced in the 
Medieval belief that the world was to come 
to an end in the year tooo. Subsequently to 
this date various ideals of the Millennial 
kingdom were proposed—by the Mendicant 
Orders (A.D. 1200) as a return to Apostolic 
poverty ;—by the Abbot Joachim (A.D. 1202) 
as a union of contemplation with the inspira- 
tion of love;—by Peter de Oliva (A.D. 1297) 
as the more energetic action of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Ill. With the Reformation Millenna- 
rianism entered on its third stage. In the 
Apocalypse many recognized a prophetic com- 
pendium of the history of the Church. In 
the supposed downfall of the Papacy, they 
saw sure tokens of the near return of the 
Lord. Among the wild imaginations of the 
time, the Anabaptists embraced Millenna- 
rianism in its grossest forms, and used this 
belief as a plea for lawlessness and crime. 
Hence the repudiation by both the Foreign 
and the English Reformers of this doctrine, 
which was expressly condemned in the 
original Articles of the Church of England: 
“They that go about to renew the fable of 
heretics called Millennarii, be repugnant to 


1 "Qr, mpórepov oi Bixaor àvaothoovrar, kal 
ow abrois mávra cà (Ga, kal emt xla ern 
rpvQijcovsi kal éa0loyres Kal mívovres, kal Tek- 
yooyres, kal werd ToUro vj kaBoXuc) émio Tij erat 
avdoracts. Kal èk ToU évavrlov, bri Gy Ducalev 
mpoavdoracis oUk zor, ovde ý XArovraerys 
epu, ovdé ó ydpos.—ap. Photium, Codex 232. 


Holy Scripture, and cast themselves head- 
long into a Jewish dotage ” (drt. xli.) :—see 
also the Augsburg Confession, Art. 17; the 
Swiss Confession, Art. 11. 

IV. During the sixteenth century no writer 
of repute defended Millennarianism ; and the 
question was not revived till the learned Joseph 
Mede (A.D. 1627), in his Clavis Apocalyptica, 
introduced the subject once more into the 
field of controversy. ‘The chief impulse how- 
ever to the revival of this doctrine was given 
by Bengel in 1740; and the chief importance of 
Bengel’s system, according to Auberlen (7. c., 
p. 373) “consists in this, that he brought to 
light again a truth of Scripture which had 
been misapprehended for nearly fifteen cen- 
turies, viz. the doctrine of the Millennial 
kingdom.” According to Bengel’s chronolo- 
gical system (see Introd. § 11, b., IV.) the 
former of the two periods of a “Thousand 
Years” which he assumed, was to begin in 
year 1836;—Jurieu placed the date of the 
Millennium in 1785;—Stilling in 1816;— 
Sander in 1847;— an anonymous writer 
(quoted by Ebrard in Herzog's Rea/- Encycl.) 
between 1879 and 1887. In early times 
the apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus! had 
shortened this period to 500 years ;—certain 
anonymous writers referred to by Philastrius 
(Her. 106) interpreting Isai. lxi. 2—éviavróv 
kuplov Qekróv—according to “the Year-day " 
theory, placed its beginning in the year 365 ;— 
and St. Hippolytus, apparently following 
*the Gospel of Nicodemus" (see below, 
note!), placed it in A.D. 500, 

Several modern Chiliasts (e. g. Rothe, 
Ebrard, P. Lange) interpret merely as a 
symbolic prophetical number; and will fix 
nothing more nearly as to the duration of the 
Kingdom of Glory. 

'The tendency to Millennarianism lies deep 


1 That is to say 500 years before the end of 
the sixth Millennium from the Creation:—see 
Cooper's transl, c. iii. (xix.), p. 303. In this 
apocryphal **Gospel of Nicodemus” the Arch- 
angel Michael tells Seth that the Son of God is to 
come in 5500 years; and the High Priests tell 
Pilate that they had found this in a certain col- 
lection of writings (Bibliotheca) belonging to the 
first book of the Septuagint (zz libro primo de 
Septuaginta). They add together the successive 
generations from the time ‘‘quo fecit Deus 
celum et terram et primum hominem,” and 
these together make up 5500 years: ‘‘Sicut 
invenimus scriptum in bibliotheca przenuntiasse 
Michael Archangelum ad tertium filium Adz 
Seth in quinque et semis millibus annorum 
advenisse Christum Filium Dei.” — Evang. 
Nicodemi, P. ii, c. xii. (xxviii.) : cf. c. i. (xvii), 
“© Descensus Christi ad Inferos," Latine A (ed. 
Tischendorf, p. 391). Mr. B. H. Cooper (Agocry- 
phal Gospels, Introd. p. c.) is inclined to believe 
that the Jews really possessed the collection 
(Bibliotheca) here spoken of. 
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in human nature. Man feels that he is him- 
self weak; too utterly powerless in his own 
strength to win Paradise back again. It was 
the ingenuous creed of the heathen Greek or 
Roman that the restoration of the * Golden 
Age," when earth would be all fertility and 
bounty, and man all perfect and happy, could 
only proceed from the favour of the gods. It 
was the belief of the Jew that his expected 
Millennium of carnal enjoyment and worldly 
dominion was to be brought in by Messiah. 
Neither Jew nor Gentile dreamed that human 
efforts could remedy the evils of life. In our 


modern philosophy, however, ‘ Man,’ or rather’ 


the abstraction ‘ Humanity,’ is invested with 
the character of Godhead. Our new prophets 
speak of ‘ Man,’ of his future, of his dignity. 
Civilization is merely the gradual evolution 
and successive attainment, so to speak, by 
mankind, of the Divine Nature. We are not 
indeed told precisely where this progress 
begins, or where it ends: but nevertheless, 
according to this doctrine earth alone remains 
for man; it is no longer his place of exile,— 
it is his only dwelling-place, his only country. 
To the ancient conceptions of a * Golden 
Age,’—or of an earthly Messianic reign,—or 
of a carnal triumph of Christianity,—has suc- 
ceeded the kindred doctrine of the perfecti- 
bility of the human race. In short, worldly 
as well as religious speculation has its Millen- 
nial dream ; inasmuch asit assumes that there 
is a goal of perfection to which mankind can 
attain within the present conditions of things. 
Many Chiliastic enthusiasts appeared during 
the great French Revolution, who thought 
that the ideal of earthly bliss would be at 
once attained by establishing the principle of 
the “rights of man " ; and there is little doubt 
that the crudest Chiliasm lies at the root of 
the socialistic and communistic tendencies 


CHAPTER XXI. 


I A new heaven and a new earth. 10 The 
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which are now menacing the very existence 
of European civilization)! For man has need 
of an ideal. If once he abandons the religion 
of Christ,—if heaven is a blank for him,—if 
there is no other life in which he believes or 
hopes,—he will transfer his ineradicable idea 
of the Infinite to the present life; and strive 
in imagination to enlarge the narrow horizon 
that bounds his earthly career. He will 
transport to this world his conception of 
supreme happiness; and imagine for himself a 
Paradise on earth, having no hope to find it 
elsewhere. It is thus, from the denial of 
religion, that the notion of ‘progress’ has 
arisen—that * Golden. Age” which the pro- 
phets of these latter times, Condorcet, and 
Priestly, and Turgot, and Comte, so pom- 
pously announced in recent generations, and 
of which Mr. J. S. Mill has been the 
apostle in our own. Amid all the declama- 
tion of our modern philosophers—their great 
words as to spiritualism, and progress, and 
reason—one single thought, one single aspira- 
tion, may be clearly disengaged; and that, an 
ideal of material happiness, and of sensual 
enjoyment. Morality has no place, or at best 
but a very secondary place, in the new dogma, 
the great end of which is the amelioration of 
physical life. And this, in the mystical lan- 
guage of these thinkers, is *the New Apo- 
calypse” :—an Apocalypse, indeed, but one 
which has neither an Apostle of Christ for its 
author, nor the Spirit of God as the source 
of its Inspiration. 

(On the subject of the Millennium, see 
Greswell’s Essay in his Exposition of the 
Parables, vol. i. p. 142 ; Herzog’s Real-Encycl., 
Art. Chiliasmus : Martensen’s Christliche Dog- 
matik ; ‘Trench’s Hulsean Lectures, Lect. v.). 


1 See Martensen, Dogmatik, Engl. tr. p. 473. 


heavenly Jerusalem, with a full descrip- 
tion thereof. 23 She needeth no sun, the 
glory of God is her light. 24 The kings 
of the earth bring tneir riches unto her. 


[Ver. 1 ámzA0ov. Ver. 2 om. éyà "Iwavyns.—eidov is to be read after kawy [Er., followed 


by A. V., here departs in both cases from his codex, and re-translates from the Vulg. ego 
loannes vidi|.—drd ro) Oeo) is to be read after êk ro) oùp. Ver. 3 êk rod Opóvov (cf. ch. 
Kix. 5; xx. I2).—[N, A, 1 read Aaoi,—B, P read Aaós].—[A, P read, and N, B, 1 omit abróv 
Ocós. Er. supplied the words from the Vulg. eorum Deus]. Ver. 4 om. ó Oeós.—ék rv. 
—[A, P om.r]. Ver.5 [A, B om. poc].—7to7T0l kai A98. Ver. 6 yéyovav [with N°, A, Iren. 
—N, B, P read yéyova.—1 reads yéyova rò, à kai rò à. After the Vulg., “ Factum est. 
Ego sum a et o," Er. reads yéyove, eyo cim rò A kui rò Q,—“ Videtur Erasm. ad vg. confor- 
masse,” Tisch.].—[A reads eyo elm rò A,—N, B, P, 1 omit eipi]. Ver. 7 ratra —[A, 1 read 
abràr .—[Er., altering the avrot écovra( pot viol of his codex, after the Vulg., erit mihi filius, 
inserted without authority the art. before vids]. Ver. 8 rots 0€ Oeuois.—ó Ody. ó eir. 
Ver. 9 om. mpós pe (inserted by Er. without any authority, and adopted in the A. V.).— 
ek Tay émrá.—ràv yeuóvrov.—ri]v yuvaika Tod dpviov. Ver. 10 om. riv peyddnv. Ver. 11 
om. 1st kai. Ver. 12 Exovea reixos.—exovoa mud@vas. Ver. 13 kai is to be read before the 
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s. 65. 17. 


diei ND “I saw a new heaven and a and the first earth were passed away ; 


new earth: for the first heaven and there was no more sea. 





and, 3rd, and 4th dmó.—[A reads Boppa,—dvopdv,—vérov]. Ver. 14 fxov.—ém abrày.— 
dddexa Óvóg. Ver. 15 pérpov, káNapov. Ver. 16 om. rocodrdy éoriw.—[After rov A reads 
xa(].—[The words et longitudo ejus tanta est quanta et latitudo of the Vulg., which are 
wanting in 1, Er. rendered: kai rò pikos abro? roco)rov eorw (sic) ómobrov kal rò mAáros]. 
Ver. 18 om. jv.—ÓOpowov. Ver. 19 om. kai. Ver. 20 odpduv. Ver. 21 dSvavyns [so also 1: 
* I hold àiapav5s," writes Delitzsch—“ which has no authority and which is a usual epithet 
of VaXos,—to be ein erasmiscbes Quid pro quo ”]. Ver. 23 om. èv. Ver. 24 kal mepimarhoovot 
rà €Ovn dia Tod pards airs [The A. V. here follows the reading adopted by Erasmus, who 
omitted to correct by aid of the Vulgate the confusion of his codex, in which the scribe had 
mixed up as follows the comment of Andreas on ver. 23, with the text of ver. 24 :—The words 
of Andreas are, rà uév yàp a«c(óueva čðvn Kabds cipnra, ev TO dori abris mepurarnoovoew. 
This is thus given by the scribe in 1: kai rà Cyn ràv aeCopévov, TO hori abris mepurarioovat 
(with these words the Gomment. on ver. 23 ends; and then follows the zexf of ver. 24, 
viz. kal mepur. rà €Ovy, dia Tod hards adris kai oi jac. k. r. A.) Luther's transl. “Und die 
Heiden, da sie selig werden” u. s. w., rests on this same confusion in codex 1 between the 


comm. of Andreas, and the Sacred Text,—see Delitzsch zz Jloc.].—om. kai rjv tiny (see 
ver. 26). Ver. 27 kowóv.— ó mov [A omits ó].] i 


CHAP. XXI. 


THE GLORIES OF THE NEW JERUSALEM 
(xxi.-xxii. 5). 


1. And I saw] For the connexion of this 
closing scene of the Seventh chief Vision ofthe 
Revelation Proper with the previous scenes 
see Note A at the end of this chapter. 


a new heaven and a new earib:| . In place 
of the earth and heaven which, according to 
ch. xx. 11, fled away from the face of Him 
that sat on the throne :—cf. Isai. lxv. 17 ; lxvi. 
22; 2 Pet. iii. 13. Itis disputed whether an 
absolutely “ew” Creation is intended here, 
or “a renascence”—a reproduction as from a 
seed (1 Cor. xv. 42, 43)— ofa new earth from 
the old. In support of the latter opinion, 
St. Paul's words (1 Cor. vii. 31) are quoted, 
where he says that, not “this world,’ but 
“the fashion (ax5pa) of this world passeth 
away” (St. Jerome writes: * figura preterit, 
non substantia”). Weare reminded also of the 
“ Regeneration” which Christ spoke of (Matt. 
xix. 28); and writers dwell upon the creation 
of the old world out of “ water,’ and the 
production of the new from the conflagration 
of the old—2 Pet. iii. 5-12; cf. Gen. i. 2. 


for the first heaven and the first earth ave 
passed away;| (See vv. U). The result 
of the power revealed in ch. xx. 11:—cf. 
I Cor. xii ros; 2 Cor. v. 12. * Pjesb and 
blood cannot inherit tbe kingdom of God; 
therefore, when “ the natural body” “is raised 
a spiritual body” (x Cor. xv. 44, 50), a new 
world is necessary for its abode. 


and the sea is no more.] As in ver. 
4, “the first things are passed away.” ‘The 
interpretations given to these words are 
various: (1) The literal, —“the sea” exists 


no longer, because the “zew earth” has arisen 
out of fire (Beda, De Wette, Ebrard, Alf, Bis- 
ping);—(2) The former “sea” has passed 
away like the former “earth,” but this does 
not preclude a “new” sea, any more than a 
“new” earth (Diisterd.);—(3) “The sea” of 
the nations, the wicked restless world, cf. ch. 
Xx. 13, and see ch. xvii. 15; Isai. lvii. 20 (St. 
Augustine, Hengst., Words.). [See on ver. 13 
what St. Augustine says of “ the sea giving up 
its dead.” Having observed, *De Mari novo 
aliquid me uspiam legisse, non recolo,”—he 
adds that ch. iv. 6 does not refer to this scene ; 
and he concludes : * Non erit hoc seculum vita 
mortalium turbulentum, quod Maris nomine 
figuravit,” c. 15];— (4) Because in Para- 
dise there was no sez, and here all is Para- 
dise (Züllig); and so, in substance, Volkmar, 
and Renan who adds a ‘sterilization of part 
of the earth,—the * Abyss" or domain of 
Satan, ch. xi. 7 ; xiii. 1 (p. 449) ;—(5) Because 
no longer required to separate and keep 
apart divisions of the human race (Andreas, 
Gerlach) ;—(6) The old heaven and earth 
of the former Israel having passed away, the 
* Sea,” the emblem of the Gentiles (Ecclus. 
xxxix. 23), is no more (I. Williams). 

The interpretation of St. Augustine (No. 3) 
is that which best suits the symbolism of this 
Book. 

Auberlen notes:—Not under the Millen- 
nial Kingdom is the end of the development 
of God's Kingdom. During the Church- 
historical era, nature and history pursue their 
wonted, unspiritual course. During the 
Millennial Kingdom the life of Christ be- 
comes manifest and visible (Col. iii. 3, 4); 
penetrating the whole world of history— 
government, civilization, art. Finally, after 
the Millennium, this life of Christ becomes 
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2 And I John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from 


God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 
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3 And I heard a-great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be 





also the power which transfigures nature, in 
the time of the “ New Heaven” and “ The new 
Earth.” In all this process, Israel is once 
more the head of humanity; and this is why 
Prophets, intent on the future of the people 
of the Old Covenant, pass over the Church- 
historical period—which they only notice as 
the time of Israel’s Dispersion among the 
Gentiles (p. 358). 


2. And I saw the holy city,| Omit “John” 
—see vv. l. The “ Holy City” is the Church 
Triumphant, including, like the “Heaven ” and 
the “Earth” (ver. 1), the community consisting 
of its inhabitants who have in like manner 
become “new.” The Church is represented 
as“ a City” in Matt. vorp Hebiki 107163 
xiii. r4. The epithet “ Holy” is now supplied 
in addition to the reference in ch. iii. 12—cf. 
ver. 10; ch. xi, 2; xxii, 19; Matt.iv. 5; xxvii, 
53er fsa hj. x: 

new Jerusalem,| Or, Jerusalem coming 
down new. As the Seer beheld in the re- 
novated world “a new heaven and a new 
earth” (ver. 1), he now beholds in the glorified 
Church a “new Jerusalem." As the Theo- 
cracy, with its system of worship and its Sanc- 
tuary, had its type in “the City of the Living 
(Sod Eeb viii Mei Mx 23) Xi 22), S0 St 
Paul speaks of the earthly Jerusalem in con- 
trast to the heavenly (Gal. iv. 26; Phil. iii. 
20). 
Tertullian writes: “Hanc et Ezechiel 
novit et Apostolus Joannes vidit." (ddv. 
Mare. iii. 24). See the note on ch. iii. 12. 


coming down out of heaven from God,] 
(See vv. 1). Not on the old, but on the 
“ new earth,” and therefore not of this material 
Creation: the language of ch. iii. 12 is re- 
peated ;—see also, below, ver. 1o. This con- 
ception of the heavenly Jerusalem, familiar to 
St. Paul and St. John, occurs also in Jewish 
theology, where the thought of the City 
“ coming down out of heaven,” and of a world 
made new, is likewise to be met with. 
[Thus we read in Sobar Gen. f. 69, c. 271, 
“R. Jeremias dixit: Deus S. B. innovabit 
mundum suum, et zdificabit Hierosolymam, 
ut ipsam descendere faciat in medium sui de 
ccelo, ita ut nunquam destruatur " (see Wetst. 
on Gal. iv. 26; Schottgen, Diss. de Hieros. 
Cel., Hor. Hebr. i. 1205)]. The “new Jeru- 
salem” comes “ down out of heaven,” because 
the Church is already there in triumph, al- 
though here below it suffers and struggles. 
St. Paul speaks of “the Jerusalen which 
is above” as “ our Mother” (Gal. iv. 26). 


“ This is the City of God,” notes Burger, 
“which the pious Fathers of old waited for, 
and which will not pass away from them,— 
Heb. xi. 10, 16." 

A threefold Jerusalem, notes Hengst., 
is peculiar to the N. Test.:—(1) The hea- 
venly community of the righteous (ch. xiv. 
1-5);—(2) The Church in her militant state 
(ch. xi. 2; xx. 9) ;—(3) The New Jerusalem 
on the renovated earth, as here; after whose 
descent from heaven, the two other forms 
are seen no more. In this ¢ird form Jeru- 
salem combines the heavenly character of the 
first and the earthly existence of the second. 
‘The City, notes Bengel, comes down from God; 
and still His throne is in it, and He Himself 
is with men therein (ver. 3; ch.xxii. 3). The 
New Heaven has inclined to the New Earth; 
the New Jerusalem is the bond of union. 
As in Matt. v. 34, 35, the symbolical City 
has come between. 


prepared as a bride} As in ch. xix. 7; 
where see the note and the references :—cf. 
ch. xxii. 17; Isai. lxi. ro-lxii. s. The Holy 
City and the Bride are now contrasted with 
Babylon and the Harlot. 


adorned for ber husband.) Notwithstand- 
ing the parallelism of this passage to ch. xix. 
7, Millennarians make a distinction, They 
place the marriage of the Lamb before the 
Millennium, although here, after the Milen- 
nium, the “Bride ” is so called for the first time 
in this Book. Ebrard explains this by saying 
that the “Bride” united to her “Husband” had 
been in heaven during the “ Thousand years,” 
and now descends with Him to earth :—accord- 
ingly she is * adorned for her Husband,” not for 
the Bridegroom ; and in ver. 9 she is styled 
both Bride and Wife. Bisping explains that 
the Millennial reign was the time of the 
Marriage Feast; and that it is only now that 
the Lord brings home His Bride. Even 
Bengel explains ch. xix. 7, “ His Wife hath 
made herself ready,” by * hath begun to make 
herself ready " (* paravit se, z.e., ccepit parare 
se. De nuptiis istis vide c. xxi. 2, 9.”) 

It is surely enough in reply to these who 
place the union of Christ with His Church be- 
fore the Millennium, to say that, after the Mil- 
lennium is over, the Church is here described 
as descending from heaven “as a Bride adorned 
for ber husband” “It is rather awkward,” 
writes Dr. Brown (.c., p. 60), “to suppose a 
bridal preparation and a presentation of the 
parties to each other, a ‘Thousand Years’ 
after the union has been consummated.” 


f 


ch. 7. 17. 


v. 4—5.] 


his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, azd be their God. 

4 “And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sor- 


REVELATION. XXI. 


817 


row, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. 

5 And he that sat upon the throne 


said, *Behold, I make all things new. ;7. 





THE RESULTS OF THE JUDGMENT (3-8). 


3. And I beard| A new Vision—«v. 3-8 
forming an interlude, as it were, between 
ver. 2 and ver. 9; and exhibiting the results 
of the final Judgment (ch. xx. 11), as set forth 
ingMatt. xxv. 345 41. 

In ver. 9 the narrative of ver. 2 is resumed. 


a great voice out of the throne saying,] 
As in ch. xix. 5; cf. ch. xx. 12 :—see vv. I), 
Compare the voice “in the midst of the Four 
Living Beings” (ch. vi. 6) who are “ round 
about the throne” (ch. iv. 6). Hengst. reads 
“out of heaven,” referring to ch. xi. 15; xii. 
Io; XIV. 2; XV. 2-43 xix. I, 6. 

Bebold, tbe tabernacle of God is avitb men,] 
His actual dwelling, the Heavenly Jerusalem, 
not the symbol merely of this, as in the wilder- 
ness, Lev. xxvi. 11, 12 ; see also Ezek. xxxvii. 
27, 28. Not a“ Tabernacle,’ notes Burger, 
but the “Tabernacle” of God; the true 
contrast to the shadow of heavenly things— 
the “Tabernacle” of the Covenant and the 
Temple under the Jewish Law. Not “men” 
but “the men,” i. e., redeemed and glorified 
humanity. 


and be Shall dwell with them,| Gr. 
make his tabernacle,—see ch. vii. 15; 
John i. 14; Ex. xxix. 45. The fact of God's 
dwelling with His people, first manifested by 
the Incarnation, is now accomplished (see 
ch. vii. 15-17). This fact supplies the best 
exposition of the present Vision (cf. Ezek. 
xxxvii 28; xliii 7). 

How God dwelt with His people of old is 
described in Ex. xl. 34-38. 


and they shall he bis people, ‘This is the 
frequent subject of Prophecy, e.g. Jer. xxiv. 
Ws XXXL i; Ezek, xxxvi. 27: Zech. viii. 8. 
Bisping considers the plural “an unhappy 
adaptation to the plural-subject (aùroć), since 
God, as He can have but one kingdom, so 
He can have but one people.” The evidence 
however of MSS. in favour of the plural, 
“peoples” greatly preponderates,—see vv. //. 

and God himself shall be with them,| Cf. 
the name “Immanuel,” * God with us”— 
Matt. i. 23; Isai. vii. 14. 

[and be] their God:] (For the authorities 
which omit these words, see vv. /.). It is 
thus implied that the contrast between the 
Church and the world has now ceased. On 
this promise see Jer. xxx. 22; xxxi. 33; Ezek, 
Xi. 20. 


New Test—Vou. IV. 


4. and he shall wipe away every tear 
Jrom their eyes;| (See vv. Il). Note the 
verbal agreement with ch. vii, 17; and cf. 
Isai. xxv. 8; lxv. 19. 


and death shall be no more;] See 
cho soc TA 

Death, as it had come into the world 
through sim (Gen. ii. 17; Rom. v. 12), must 
cease when the victory over sin shall have 
been won,—1 Cor. xv. 54. 


neither shall there be mourning, zor 
crying, nor pain, any more:] Isai. xxxv. 
Tos iir. 

the first things are passed away.| 
(Or “for the first things,” —see vv. //.). 
As told in ver. 1. On this fact depends 
the great change implied in wv. r, 5 :—evil 
has now ceased; and there is unimpeded 
union with God. 

Martensen (Christian Dogmatics, § 289, 
Engl. tr.) compares vv. 1-4 with 1 Cor. 
XV. 24-28, and observes, that it is by no 
means implied that the mediatorial office 
of Christ is at an end: “ All communica- 
tions of blessing from the Father to His 
creatures pass through the Son, and now it 
is for the first time, in the full sense of the 
words, true that Christ is present in all 
Creation, for He now fills all with His own 
fulness” (p. 484). 


5. And be that sitteth on the throne 
said,| Christ, as in ch. xx. 11 :—even in His 
state of humiliation the Lord Jesus an- 
nounced, “ Then shall tbe Son of Man sit upon 
the throne of His glory” (Matt. xxv. 31). On 
the other hand vv. 6, 7, are adduced in proof 
that it must be God the Father, as in ch. iv, 
3; V. 1, 7. The distinction need not be 
pressed, see 1 Cor. xv. 28. ‘The Commis- 
sion of the Son is perfected; His work has 
attained its object; the scene of that work— 
the old world of sin and of death—has dis- 
appeared ; in its stead is the New Creation, 
in which Gop is All in All” (Burger). 


Behold, I make all things new.| -He declares | 
that to be His work which St. John had 
already beheld in ver. 1; and to which He 
Himself had, when on earth, referred as 
the “ Regeneration” (Matt. xix. 28). All 
things had been originally “ made by Him” 
(John i. 1); and now He makes “ all things 
New.” On the earthly aspect of the “ New 
Creation,” see 2 Cor. v. 17; and on Christ 
as the Source of the “ New Creation,” see 


EE 


* 2 Cor. 5. 
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And he said unto me, Write: for 
these words are true and faithful. 
6 And he said unto me, It is done. 


fch. 1.8. f] am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 


& 22, 13. 


* Is, 55. 1. ning 


and the end. 4I will give unto 
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[v. 6—7. 


him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. 

He that overcometh shall in- 
herit all things; and I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son. 








Lee on Inspiration, Lect. ili, pp. 120-130, 
4th ed. 

= According to Rom. viii: 18-25 we have 
here expressed the last and highest object 
of all Christian hope. 

And he saith,] Omit “unto me”—see 
vy, Il. 

Write :] For the third time in this Book 
the Seer receives the special command to 
« aurite” certain words, see ch. xiv; 13; XIX. 9: 
— cf on ch. i. ii. Who is the speaker here? 
The same indefiniteness as to the speaker, 
noticed on ch. i. 1, 10, appears in this place. 
'The speaker may be regarded as the presiding 
Angel of the entire series of Visions,—see ch. 
xxii. 6, 16. 

In ch. x. 4; xiv. 13, the words proceed 
from a voice “from heaven ;" in ch. xix. 9 we 
read as here. Note also the present tense, 
saith, Aéye,—eUrev being used immedi- 
ately before and immediately after in ver. 6. 

for these words are faithful and true. | 
(See vv. I). We may also render (6ru 
recitativum): Write, “These words are 
faithful and true;"—cf. ch. iii. 17, &c.; 
Matt. ii. 23; John i. 20; 1 John iv. 20. 


6. And be said unto me,| The speaker is 
once more “He that sitteth on the throne; ? 
see on ver. 5. 


All is come to pass.] (See vv. I). Gr. 
They are done, or They aro come to 
pass, or They are accomplished — as 
the interpreter of St. Irenæus (v. 25, p. 336) 
read the text —“Et dixit mibi, Facta (cf. ch.xvi, 
17, where the same verb, yéyovev, is in the 
singular) ‘The Divine promises and judg- 
ments” ( Words.) ;—* All things are become 
new” (Bisping) ;—‘ The Divine Decrees” 
(Ebrard) ;—“ The words just described as 
faithful and true" (Burger). 

The expression “All is come to pass” 
places the promise and the menace which 
follows (see ver. 8) in connexion with the 
whole Vision:—What the Seer has beheld is 
now accomplished; the old world has passed 
away; the New Earth has come into being. 

'The reading of N, B, P, 1 (yéyova éyà TO 
A kai rò Q) “I am become the Alpha,” 
&c.—although the evidence for it is not 
weak—is opposed not only to St. John’s 
usage, see ch. i. 8 (the verb is wanting in 
ch. xxii. 13), and to sound theology (for 
Christ cannot become what He has ever been), 
but renders the sense absurd; one cannot 


become the “ Alpha,’ the “ beginning,” the 
“ frst” (ch. i. 8,17; 11. 8 5 iii. r4; xxii. 13), of 
all things. Were the speaker God the Father, 
this inference would be, if possible, stronger. 

Twice, in this Book, notes Bengel, is it 
said “ Iż is done?’ —at the completion of the 
wrath of God, ch. xvi. 17; and here, at the 
making of “all things new.” Three times, 
notes Stier (on John xix. 30, vol. vill. p. 24, 
Engl. tr.), do we read in the Bible of the re- 
pose of God in Christ, —at the beginning, Gen. 
i. 31; in the “ It is finished” of John xix. 30; 
and here, in the final “All is come to pass." 

I am the Alpha and the Omega,] See 
ch. i 87 x3. 13: 

the beginning and tbe end.) This transla- 
tion, as it were, of the preceding words is 
also given in ch. xxii. 13, where the third 
equivalent, “the first and the last,’ also occurs: 
—see on ch. i. 8. 

I will give] The pronoun repeated,—“ I 
am the Alpha,” “ J will give; ? — Christ speaks 
throughout. The ideas here conjoined are 
expressed separately in ch. KX, 13, Life 


unto bim that is atbirst] The thought is 
taken from Isai. lv. 1; see ch. xxii. 17, and 
John vii. 37. 

of the fountain of the water of life freely.] 
Cf Isai. xii 3; John iv. ro, r4. “ Living 
water” (used in its natural sense in the Old 
Test., e.g. Gen. xxvi. 19) is not necessarily the 
equivalent of “the water of life,’ in the highest 
and spiritual sense of the words ;—but it is so 
in St. John iv. 1o, as coming from Him in 
whom is the absolute life.— Trench, Studies 
in the Gospels, P- 94. 

In ch. vii. 17 (as in Isai. xlix. 10) we read 
of “ fountains of waters of life," which are 
now united into one stream proceeding from 
the Throne—see ch. xxii. I. 


7. He that overcometh| Here only, since the 
Seven Epistles (cf. ch. ii. 7, 11, &c.), do we 
find the stimulating promise ‘to Aim that 
overcometh” (cf. ch. xii, 11)—in like manner 
uttered by Christ, see on ver. 5. 

shall inberit these things;] (See vv. il). 
Here only in St. John's writings do we read 
of the everlasting imberitance—the constant 
theme of Evangelical promise (Matt. v. 5; 
xix. 29; xxv. 34; Rom. iv. 13; 1 Cor. vi. 9; 
&c.). This inheritance imports citizenship in 
the Heavenly Jerusalem (ch. tl. 12);—all the 
glory of the City of God (ver. 11) ;—the water 


v. 8—9.] 


8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with 
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fire and brimstone : which is the 
second death. 

9 And there came unto me one of 
the seven angels which had the seven 


vials full of the seven last plagues, 





of life from the inexhaustible fountain (ch. xxii, 
17);— all things” that have been created 
anew (vv. 1, 5). 

and I will be his God] The Seer goes 
back once more, as in ver. 3, to the first great 
promise to the Church at its typical “ begin- 
ning " (Ex. xx. 2; Lev. xxvi. 12),—a promise 
fulfilled only in Him who is Immanuel, “ God 
with us:” cf. 2 Sam. vii. 24. 

and he shall be my son] ‘Yhese words 
of Christ point to that perfect equality of the 
Son with the Father, when GOD shall be all 
in all (x Cor. xv. 28). Compare too Christ's 
title, * The Everlasting Father” (Isai. ix. 6): 
—see on ver. 5. 

The interpretation which makes the speaker 
to be God the Father relies upon 2 Sam. vii, 
14; Heb. i. 5; ii. 10—7oddods víoós (see eg. 
Ebrard). 

* What 2 Sam. vii. 14 promised to the 
house of David, is fulfilled, through David’s 
Son, for all members of that new humanity 
which dwells in the Tabernacle of David, 
Amos ix, 11, 12" (Burger). 


8. But for the fearful] (See vv. IL). As 
contrasted with those “ that overcome ” in ver. 
7 :—cf. those who “ draw back,” Heb. x. 38. 
Hengst. refers to lack of faith, as in Matt. 
viii. 26; but this thought is expressly added 
in the next epithet. 

and unbelieving,| “Not apostates from 
Christ,” notes Diisterd., * but the dwellers on 
earth who are hostile to Christianity (ch. xiii. 
8; xvi. 2, 21), to whom (cf. ch. ix. 21) the 
following epithets apply." Some (e.g. Züllig, 
Words.) read after “unbelieving,” the words 
“and sinners ”—a reading, however, which 
has for its authority the single Uncial B. 


and abominable,] (The Greek text 
has not the article). Gr. defiled with 
abominations, viz., those referred to in ch. 
xvii. 4; cf. ver. 27,—probably the “dogs” of 
eb, xxi. 55 efit Tim. af 10: 

‘We may note how the language of the 
Law (e.g. Lev. vii. 21) is here employed to 
signify those who are shut out from the City 
of God. The ancient Jerusalem is the 
divinely appointed symbol throughout. 


and murderers, and fornicators,] On 
this verse compare 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. “The 
characters named form four pairs—the four, 
the ‘signature’ of the earth, to which belong 
these different tendencies of those who live 
in the world, Col. ii. 20” (Hengst.). 


and sorcerers, and idolaters,] Cf. ch. ix. 21; 
xviii. 23; r Johny. 21 :— Sorcerers” include 
all who took part in the magical arts of 
the heathen: the reference to “idolaters” 
naturally follows,—cf. Gal. v. 20. 

and all liars,| Note the threefold refer- 
ence to this sin—here ; in ver. 27; and in ch. 
xxii. 15; cf. ch. ii. 2. In illustration of St, 
John’s manner, compare also John viii. 443 
xviii. 37. 

On this verse compare ch. xxii. 15. It 
takes up the scene described in Matt. xxv. 
41-46. 

their part [shall be] in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone;] (On the 
phrase “their part shall be,” see on ch. xx. 
6). This locality—so often described—is 
referred to simply in ch. xxii. 15, as being 
“without.” The Apocalypse attesting “ The 
wrath of the Lamb” (ch. vi. 16), now returns 
to the judicial severity of the Old Test.:— 
see ch. xiv. 11; xix. 3; Isai. xxxiv, 10; lxvi, 
24; Dan. vii. 11, 

which is the second death.| See ch. ii. 11; 
XX. 6,14. This, the Lord's last word from 
the Throne, is nevertheless followed by the 
sublime appeal in ch. xxii. 17—“ The Spirit and 
the Bride say, COME ;" and by the glorious 
close—" The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with all" (ch. xxii. 21). 

The Seer having now shewn us, under its 
two aspects in vv. 3-7 and in ver. 8, the 
scene introduced in ch. xx. 11, the narrative 
of ver. 2 is resumed. 


THE NEW JERUSALEM (9, Io). 


This passage is a typical Vision correspond- 
ing to the Vision of Babylon, in ch. xvii. :— 
Here one of the Seven Angels of Judgment 
shows the Seer the Bride (cf. Eph. v. 27); 
ibere one of the same Vial-Angels shows him 
the Harlot,—see on ch. xvii. r and ch. xvi. 
21. Hitherto these Angels had been the 
executioners of the Divine wrath (ch. 
Xvi); their work is now completed in a 
Vision of Divine Love. 


9. And there came one of the seven angels] 
Omit “unto me.” Gr. one from among 
(see vv. I); cf. on ch. vii. xr. 

who bad the seven «ial,] See on ch. 
xvii. r. This second and last appearance of one 
of the Vial-Angels indicates that the Visions 
contained in ch. xvii. r-ch. xxii. 5 form the 
continuation of the Vial-Visions, 
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and talked with me, saying, Come 
hither, I will shew thee the bride, 
the Lamb's wife. 

IO And he carried me away in the 
spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the 
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holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God, 

11 Having the glory of God: and 
her light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal ; 





who were laden with the seven last 
plagues ;| Gr. who were full of. The 
true reading (see vv. //.) places the participle 
in concord with “ Angels.” (T. R. reads 
QudXas ràs yepobcas). 

and he spake with me, saying, Come 
hither,| Cf. ch. iv. x. 


Iwill shew thee] This ninth verse follows 
ch. xvii, 1, almost verbatim, down to this 
point. 


the bride, the wife of the Lamb.] (See 
vv. ll). 

In ch. xvii. 1 the Harlot is the false 
Bride, corresponding to the false Lamb of ch. 
Xi p. 

On vv. 9-27 Züllig notes: “The in- 
terpreting Angel shows the Seer the new 
City of God,—its appearance as a whole (vv. 
10, 11) ;--its walls with their gates and found- 
ations (vv. 12-14) ;—its measurements (vv. 
15—17) ;—its special features also,—such as its 
magnificence (vv. 18-21), its unique charac- 
ter (vv. 22, 23), the life-movement within it 
(vv. 24-27)" 

10. in the Spirit] As in ch. xvii. 3 ;—the 
Seer is “carried away,” but not “‘into a 
wilderness.” 


to a mountain great and high,] St. 
John beholds the City zbere,—but not from 
thence : see Isai. ii. 2. 


and shewed me the holy city Jerusa- 
lem,] (Omit “the great,’—see vv. ll.) So in 
ver. 2; ch. xi. 2; xxii. 1g. On the erroneous 
reading here, the * Great City,” Words. cor- 
rectly notes : “ That phrase is restricted in the 
Apocalypse to the mystical Babylon :—see ch. 
xi. 8; xviii. ro, 16."  Bengel comments: 
The Angel said he would show John the 
* Bride,” and now he shows him a “ City; " he 
had said (ch. xvii. 1) he would show him the 
great * Harlot,” and he showed him * Baby- 
lon? And again: Taken apart to the 
“ Wilderness” (ch. xvii. 3), the Seer be- 
held a City, the Harlot; here, to the 
“ Mountain,” he sees a City, the Bride. It 
was to the “ Wilderness” that the Apostolic 
“Woman” had fled (ch. xii. 6), and where the 
Harlot was found; and then we afterwards 
read of the “ Mountain” (cf. Heb. xii. 22). 
* So was it with Israel of old.’—I. Williams 
(p- 452). 

coming down out of heaven from God,| 


Observe coming down,—not already de- 
scended:—compare ver. 2, and ch. ill, 12. 
Winer points out how the construction hence- 
forth frequently changes independently of the 
governing verb “shewed” [kxaraBaivovoay 
agreeing regularly with 77v» móXw,—then 
ó pwotnp (ver. 11) inserted independently,— 
then (ver. 12), reverting to zólus, a new clause 
begins with £xovcea] (§ 59. 11)—cf. ch. i. 15. 


Tue Hoy Ciry (11-ch. xxii. 5). 


Here begins the description of the City, fol- 
lowing Ezek. xlviii. 30-35. In vv. 11-23 are 
described the structure and plan ;—in vv. 
24-27 what takes place within its walls ;—in 
ch. xxii. 1-5 the felicity of the life within it. 


ll. having the glory of God:| Not a 
special, divinely caused, splendour, but the 
abiding Presence, the Shekinah (Ex. xl. 343 
Num. ix. 15-23; 1i Kings viii. 11)—see ver. 
2834 chi xxl 35: cb xv 85. Ton XT NE 
Acts xxvi. 13; 2 Chron. v. 14; Isai. xxiv. 23; 
lx. ri. Christ Himself .has’ ‘said; “(ide 
glory which thou gavest me, I have given 
hem” (John xvii. 22) 


her light) (Omit “ and,” see vv. /i.). Gr. 
luminary (6 dwornp), ‘ the light of the City ;’ 
‘that which gives her light, ‘that whereby 
she is illuminated ’—as by the sun and moon, 
see Gen. i. 14 (LX X.); of which the source 
was “the glory of God,”—see Ezek. xliii. 2 :— 
and so most expositors. The distinction is that 
between the “glory” which represents the 
Presence of Jehovah, and the derived “ sight,” 
which is Messiah,—the lamp (6 Avyvos) 
thereof is the Lamb” (ver 23); cf. Isai 
lx. 19. This word “light” (faornp, which 
occurs elsewhere in the New Test. only in 
Phil. ii. 15—cf. John ix. 5) Bengel takes in 
the sense of “ an opening for light,” “a win- 
dow :” so also Bleek. 

See, on ver. ro, Winer’s remark as to the 
construction of this passage. 


[avas] like unto a stone most precious, as it 
were a jasper stone,| For the jasper, see on 
chiy. ge 


clear as crystal] See on ch. iv. 6:— 
Of a starry, diamond-like effulgence (kpvo- 
raAMCovri) ; cf. “stellatus iaspide ”—Æn. iv. 
261. Mr. King, having observed that the 
Emerald “appears to be generated from the 
Jasper,” adds: “ This explains the meaning of 


V. I2-—13.| 


I2 And had a wall great and high, 
and had twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are the names of the 
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twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel : 
13 On the east three gates; on 


the north three gates; on the south 





the comparison of the gem illuminating the 
New Jerusalem to ‘a most precious stone’: i.e., 
one combining the Jasper’s green, with the 
Crystal’s lustre—an exact description of the 
true Emerald."— Nat. Hist. of Precious Stones, 
P. 281. 

This description preserves the identity with 
Him that sat on the Throne, round which 
was a rainbow ‘‘like az Emerald to look 
upon " (ch. iv. 3). 


12. having a wall great and bigb;] (Omit 
“and” at the beginning of the verse— see 
wv. ll). The security is now represented of 
the New Jerusalem against thefoes who in the 
latter days are to assail the Church,—see ch. 
xx. 9. Gog and Magog had of old time come 
up against those that dwelt “ without wails” 
—Ezek. xxxviii 11. By the “wall,” Beda 
understands the Lord protecting His Church 
(Isai. xxvi. 1; Zech. 1.5). This wall is of 
Jasper (ver. 18), and so is its first foundation 
(ver. 19), and so (ver. 11) is the similitude of 
the glory of God. 


having twelve gates,| (See vv... ; and 
for the constr. Winer's note, quoted on ver. 
Io) The word rendered “gates,” Gr. 
portals, means in the singular (see Matt. 
xxvi 71; Luke xvi 20; Acts x.17; xii. 13, 
14) the “portal” of a palace, or house ;—cf. 
“the door of the gaze," Acts xii. 13. In the 
plural it means the “portal” of a city—as in 
this chapter ten times, and in Acts xiv. 13. 
Here the expression symbolizes how the 
citizens enter the New  Jerusalem—see ch. 
xxii. r4. The number of gates denotes the 
freedom of access to the City. 


and at the gates twelve angels ;] Repre- 
senting the one household of God, the Church 
of Angels and men. Or, as I. Williams 
notes (p. 454), “according to the symbolism 
of the Apocalypse, as we had before the 
Angels of the Seven Churches — Angelic 
watchers corresponding with the sacred 
‘keepers of the door’ of the Temple.” Or 
spirits ministering to the saved—cf. Heb. i. 
14; Ps. xci. 11; Matt. xviii. 10 ; Luke xvi. 22. 
Some refer to Isai. lxii. 6; cf. Gen. iii. 24— 
denoting that everything unworthy and im- 
pure is to be excluded from the City. 

It is rather beneath the character of this 
imagery to conclude (with Diisterd., and Alf.) 
that the Angels here spoken of serve merely 
* for the adornment of the City after the idea 
of a beautiful fortress.” 


and names written thereon,| Compare the 


engraving of “the names of the children of 
Israel” —Ex. xxviii. 9, 29; xxxix. 14. Weare 
to understand here the emblem of the City of 
the people of God. 


which are [tbe names] of the twelve tribes of 
the children of lsrael:] The order of the 
Tribes as adopted by St. John in ch. vii. is 
doubtless followed here—see on ch. vii. 5. 
See Ezek. xlviii. 31: “The gates of the City 
shall be after the names of the Tribes of 
Israel" * Tavelve,” the product of the Divine 
number Three, and the world-number Four, is 
the symbolic number, under both Covenants, 
of the Church—of the world penetrated by the 
Divine influence. As such it occurs under the 
Old Covenant in the Twelve Tribes; under 
the New, in the Twelve Apostles:—see Au- 
berlen, p. 355; and Introd. $ 11 (a). Bahr 
(Symbolik, i. s. 208) notes that Jerusalem, as 
Josephus (B. J. v. 4, 2) describes it, was on 
four hills, with three gates on each side, as 
described in ver. 13. Bahr also refers to the 
“ Camp ” described in Num. ii., which repre- 
sented Israel symbolically as a people that 
had God in its midst. So it is, in like man- 
ner, here. Each * Gate" bears the name of 
one of the TwelveTribes. It is thus denoted 
that the Church made perfect is no confused 
multitude, but an organized Body, “each 
member having its special vocation and peculiar 
glory " (Ebrard). 


13. on the east [were] three gates;| 
“ Gates” being in the nom. case, it is simpler 
to supply the verb substantive, as in ver. 11, 
than to take the construction to beone pointing 
to the earlier clause, as in ch. iv. t. According 
to Ezekiel (xlviii. 32) the names of the Tribes 
corresponding to the eastern gates are Joseph, 
Benjamin, Dan (note, that Manasseh is sub- 
stituted by St. John for Dan, in ch. vii. 6) ;— 
according to the encampment in Num. ii. 3-7, 
Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, had each “the 
standard of their camps,” “on the east side.” 
In Ezekiel the order is, North, East, South, 
‘West ;—in Numbers, East, South, West, 
North. 

and on the north three gates;| (“and” is 
to be added, see vv.//.). The Gates of 
Reuben, Judah, Levi, in Ezek. xlviii. 31 ;—the 
standards of Dan, Asher, Naphtali, in Num. ii, 
25-29. 

and on the south three gates;| (See vv. 
ll). Of Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, in Ezek. 
xlviii. 33 ;——of Reuben, Simeon, Gad, in Num. 
il, 10-14. 
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three gates; and on the west three 
gates. 


14 And the wall of the city had 





and on the west three gates.| (The A. V. 
here supplies “ and,” which is not in the 
Textus Receptus, see vv. Il.). Of Gad, Asher, 
Naphtali, in Ezek. xlviii. 34 ;—of Ephraim, 
Manasseh, Benjamin, in Num, ii.'18—-22 (cf. 
Zech. xiv. 1o). 

See Note B at the end of this chapter. 

On this arrangement, according to the four 
quarters of heaven, see Luke xiii. 29. We 
have here “the signature of Nature, pene- 
trated, glorified, hallowed, by what is 
heavenly” (Ebrard). In these four quarters 
Vitringa and Hengst. see an emblem of “the 
Ecumenical character of the New Jeru- 
salem.” 


14. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, | (See vv. ll.). Gr. having—the 
masc. part, nom. case, in irregular concord. 
See Heb. xi. 10, “the City which hath the 
foundations.” 

De Wette explains thus:—Every twelfth 
part of the walls, between the several gates, 
had a foundation stone stretching along the 
whole length, and exposed to view, see ver. 
19; and thus the names which were in- 
scribed were visible:—so Diisterd., W ords., 
Alf., &c. Four of these, notes Diisterd., are 
corner-stones, joining the third gate on one, 
side, to the frst gate on the next. It is far 
more consistent, however, with the grandeur 
of the whole description to understand that 
the wall rests on a basis of twelve courses 
of stones; each course encompassing the 
entire city, and constituting one foundation : 
see ver. 19. 

The material of the whole wall is Jasper, of 
the whole City Gold (ver. 18). 


and on them twelve names] See 
vv. Jl Cf. the * Twelve Stars," ch. xii. x; 
and also the Twelve standards of the Tribes 
planted around the ‘Tabernacle, Num. ii. ;— 
See on ver. 13. 


of tbe twelve apostles of tbe Lamb.| See 
Eph. ii. 20; a passage which is itself based 
on Matt. xvi. 18:—cf. 1 Tim. iii. 15. No 
one Apostle alone supports the City of God 
— Christ Himself is the One Foundation, 
I Cor. iii. 11 :—see also 1 Pet. ii. 4-6, which 
passage carries out this imagery. 

On the Foundations of the New Jerusalem 
are inscribed the names of the Heads of the 
Church in the days of the * Regeneration "— 
Matt. xix. 28; cf. Luke xxii. 30. The sym- 
bolical number Twelve is all that is insisted 
upon here; and thus it is needless to discuss 
whether the twelfth Apostle is Matthias 
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twelve foundations, and in them the 
names of the twelve apostles of the 


Lamb. 


(Acts i. 26), or, as Hengst. insists, St. Paul. 
See Note A on ch. iii. 19 where the op- 
position alleged to exist between St. John 
and St. Paul is discussed. ‘This notion is 
defended by a reference to the present verse. 
It is argued that the number Twelve excludes 
St. Paul. Bengel has acutely noted that St. 
Paul, as Apostle of the Gentiles could not have 
been included here; and he justly refers to 
Matt. xix. 28. 

Rationalists, however, insist upon a de- 
signed exclusion of St..Paul,—e.g. Volkmar 
(quoted on ch. ii. 2; xiii. 11), who argues 
that the Apostle of the Gentiles has expressly 
referred in Eph. ii. 19-22 to this passage 
of the Apocalypse; and, in order to include 
himself, speaks merely of “the foundation of 
the Apostles”—not “the Twelve Apostles.” 
So Renan: “ The author of the Apocalypse 
on the morrow of the death of the Apostles, 
is, of all the Jewish Christians, filled with the 
greatest hatred against Paul” (Saint Paul, p. 
367). Again :—“ Note above all Rev. xxi. 14, 
which excludes Paul from the number of the 
Apostles.”—L’ Antechrist, p. 34. And to the 
same effect B. Aubé, Hist. des Persecutions de 
l Eglise, p. 125. 

‘This inference is a favourite one with *ad- 
vanced critics ” of modern times. The whole 
object, however, of the imagery here is to 
preserve the unity of the description. Jeru- 
salem, representing the Twelve Tribes, and 
having Twelve Gates, could not be represented 
as resting on thirteen foundations. Again :— 
Lücke, Ewald, Bleek, and others argue from 
this verse that the author of the Apocalypse 
could not himself have been an Apostle,—as 
thus to style himself *a Foundation” would 
be inconsistent with Apostolic modesty, and 
consequently that he was not the Apostle 
John :—see Introd. § 6, (1). ‘The symbolical 
character of this whole description, how- 
ever, sets aside all reference to individuals, 
and lies apart from every conclusion based 
upon the meaning of.the words interpreted 
literally. 

On this verse, combined with Matt. xix. 
28; Luke xxii. 30, Mr. Elliott founds the 
conclusion that when Christ shall make all 
things new (ver. 5), and this earth isrestored 
to paradisaical blessedness, the nationality of 
Israelis to be restored; and that the chosen 
People, while inhabiting Palestine in flesh 
and blood, will be under the rule of the 
Twelve glorified Apostles—see Hor. Apoc. 
iv. p. 167. In this conclusion, writes Dr. 
Brown (/. c, p. 448), Mr. Elliott stands 
alone. 


V. 15—16.] 


IS And he that talked with me 
had a golden reed to measure the 
city, and the gates thereof, and the 
wall thereof. 





15. And be that spake with me had 
for a measure] On the added words for 
a measure, see vv. //. 


a golden reed to measure the city,| See ch. 
xe Ws) Ezek. xl.5.5,&c.; xlibrs,&c. The 
object of this act of measuring, as in Ezek. 
xl. 4, is to fix the attention of the Seer. The 
usual note is—“ The reed is of gold because 
the City is Divine, and an Angel measures 
it"—see on ver. 17. The details which 
follow are all to be understood spiritually. 

[^ Neque enim putandum est secundum 
Judaicas fabulas Deum auro et gemmis 
zdificaturum Jerusalem, et non vivis lapidi- 
bus,” &c.—St. Jerome, Comm. in Aggeum, 
il, 7—9.] 

16. And the city lieth foursquare,| The 
Greek term signifies any figure in form 
quadrangular (ver. 13); here, as the sequel 
shows, the sides are at right angles and equal, 
—see Ezek, xlvii 16, 2o. The word 
rendered “ foursquare,’ is that used in 
heathen philosophy to denote the perfection 
of man (e. g. rerpáycevos vev eyo, cf. 
Arist, Ets. i. 10; Rhet. ii. 11); and so 
Simonides in the Protagoras of Plato desig- 
nates the perfect man. 

We have here, notes I. Williams, “The 
square of perfection . . . but the four che- 
rubic forms are not here, for there is no 
Temple; nor the Four Living Creatures, re- 
presenting His manifestation in the visible 
Creation; but the living stones, resplendent 
each with the Light of the Lamb.”—p. 457. 


and the length thereof is as great as 
the breadth:| (For the text here see vv. //.). 
That is to say, 12,000 furlongs. In Ezek. 
xlviii. 16,—the original of the symbolism here, 
—the length of each side is given separately. 
De Wette, however, considers that the 
measure of 12,000 furlongs, or stadii, refers 
merely to these two dimensions,—to twice the 
length and twice the breadth. 


and he measured the city with the reed, 
twelve thousand furlongs :] I.e., extending 
to—to the length of On the constr. 
(èri with the accus. as ef’ écov Rom. xi. 13) 
see Winer $ 49, s. 363. For the word “ fur- 
long "(ró oráðıav) see Note B on ch. xiv. 20. 

In the following description there is plainly 
a reference to the ancient Babylon, with which 
the “New Jerusalem” is now contrasted. 
Herodotus (i. 178-186;—cf. Strabo, xvi.), 
who had himself seen the grandeur of 
Babylon, tells us that it also was “ four- 
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16 And the city lieth foursquare, 
and the length is as large as the 
breadth: and he measured the city 
with the reed, twelve thousand fur- 





Square? (€ovons  rerpayóvov);—that each 
side was 120 stadii in length [z.e., one 
hundreth part of the length of each side of 
the * New Jerusalem];"—that its walls were 
200 cubits in height, and 5o cubits in thick- 
ness (see Jer. li. 58) ;—and that it had roo 
gates of brass (Isai. xlv. 1, 2). The ancient 
Babylon contained within its walls the vast 
temple of Belus, which was also “ four- 
square," each side of its sacred precincts being 
two stadii in length. The Belus tower was 
built in stages, eight in number, square being 
placed on square (Hdt. i. 181). Through 
the city flowed the Euphrates, dividing it 
nearly in half (dca rìs médvos péons, Hdt. 
i. 185). Here too were the "hanging 
gardens” (6 kpeuacrós kijros), in the form 
of terraces (Berosus, ap. Joseph. Antt. xii. 1), 
the highest of which was planted with trees 
of all kinds, some of the largest size (cf. ch. 
xxii. I, 2):—see Rawlinson’s Ancient Monar- 
chies, il. 510—540. 

The description given im this verse does 
not decide absolutely whether 12,000 stadii 
(or 1378:97 English miles) is the length of 
each side of the * New Jerusalem,"—as un- 
derstood by Andr:, Bengel, Hengst., Ebrard, 
Ewald, D üsterd., Züllig, Words., Bisping, &c. 
According to Vitr, Wetst, Eichhorn, De 
Wette, Alford, the entire circuit of the City is 
meant, making the distance between each gate 
1000 stadii. ‘This latter explanation is 
avowedly prompted by the desire to reduce 
the vast dimensions of the City; the difficulty 
being caused by forgetfulness that the whole 
picture here given is symbolical. In either 
case the dimensions surpass any natural ex- 
planation; while in the latter case there is 
both a departure from the original picture by 
Ezekiel,.and also a departure from the plain 
sense of the words which follow. In Apoca- 
lyptic symbolism 1000 expresses a vast 
number; and, when multiplied by Twelve,— 
the number of perfection,—there results a 
signification adapted to what we here read of 
the City of God. When rooo is multiplied 
by the square of Tavelve the meaning is “a 
multitude which no man could number,?— 
see ch. vil. 4, 9; xiv. 1, 

“The parallel,” notes Burger on ver. 9, “is 
not to be mistaken: what Babylon was to the 
anti-christian World-empire, viz. the brilliant 
centre of its earthly glory, —the World-city,— 
the seat of the Beast and his ally the False 
Prophet; that will the New Jerusalem be to 
Humanity born anew, viz. the Centre of the 
perfected, glorified Kingdom of God.” 
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longs. The length and the breadth 
and the height of it are equal. 
17 And he measured the wall 
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thereof, an hundred and forty and 
four cubits, according to the measure 
of a man, that is, of the angel. 








the length and the breadth and the height 
thereof are equal] The Holy of Holies 
(Ex. xxvi. 33) was a cubical chamber having 
each of its three dimensions equal to Ten 
cubits. Although not expressly stated in the 
Book of Exodus, Philo, Josephus, all tradition, 
and every consideration of probability, concur 
as to this:—see the Note on Ex. xxvi.; Ewald 
in loc.; Bahr; Symbolik, i.s. 225. In Solomon’s 
Temple also the Holy of Holies was a cube, 
each edge of which was Twenty cubits,—see 
1 Kings vi. 20. Here also each dimension is 
of the measure just specified, viz. 12,000 
stadii—the City being a vast cube. This 
is the only natural sense of the words. That 
it is high as heaven and includes the Throne 
of God, is implied in ch. xxii. 3, as Ewald 
(S. 349) notes. 

The Rabbinical books contain similar 
imagery :—We read in the Talmud Bava 
Bathra f. 75, 2: “Deus tempore futuro 
Hierosolyma evecturus est in altitudinem xii. 
milliarium S. D. Zach. xiv. 10. Quid est 
‘in loco suo’? talem esse futuram superne, 
qualis est infra."—see Wetst. iz /oc. 

The following interpretations have been 
suggested :— 

De Wette (see above) makes the circum- 
ference of the City to be equal to 12,000 
stadii, this measure having no reference to 
the height. When the height is now men- 
tioned, there is no thought as yet of how 
great that height is;—the height is not re- 
ferred to until ver. 17, and the word “ equal” 
(ica) is here used loosely,—signifying that 
the height is egual all round. The sense, 
therefore, is:—The length and breadth are 
each equal to 3000 stadii, and the height of 
the wall is 144 cubits (ver. 17) all round. 
D üsterd. distinguishes between the height of 
the City, and the height of its walls; the 
City itself, ze, of the mass of houses con- 
tained in it (so Hengst.), being, as stated 
above, the cube of 12,000 stadii, and its wall of 
the height of 144 cubits. Alf. ridicules this re- 
sult, and supposes that the City is placed “on 
a hill or rock [of which the text says no- 
thing] which may be imagined as descending 
with it;” and thus taking the 12,000 stadii 
to be the circumference, and including this 
hill or rock, we get the cube of 3000 stadii. 
Luthardt supposes a City situated ona lofty 
mountain, with its houses in terraces around 
the mountain sides. The City would thus 
appear as a Pyramid; of which the apex 
attains to the elevation of 12,000 stadii, while 
at the mountain foot a wall surrounds it ot 
144 cubits high. This certainly agrees with 


the words of the text, but not with the 
exigencies of the symbolism. 

The heavenly Jerusalem, observes Renan, 
“is in contradiction to all the sound rules of 
architecture.”—p. 473. 

It is quite plain that we cannot take a 
perfect cube to represent a material city; or 
compare such a structure to “ a Bride adorned 
Jor her husband” (ver. 2). This symbolic 
form, as already pointed out, is borrowed 
from that of “the Most Holy Place” (Ex. 
xxvi. 33); and, conjoined with the image of 
the “ Bride" (Isai. lxii. 5), represents the idea 
of the Church as the spiritual abode of God. 
Accordingly all the other images which de- 
pend upon this,—the gates, the walls, the 
site of the City, the river which waters it, 
the trees on that river's banks, and so forth, 
—can only be understood in a spiritual and 
symbolic sense. 


17. And be measured the wall thereof,| In 
vv. I2, I4, we read of the “gates” and. 
“ foundations” of this “avall;” and now the 
height of the wall is measured. Some under- 
stand, its thickness, cf. Jer. li. 58 ; Ezek, xli. 9. 
The former sense is better suited to the 
nature of a Vision; and also better suited to 
the words “great and high” in ver. 12; cf. 
Deut. iii. 5; xxviii. 52. 

a hundred and forty and four cubits] (On 
the genitive “ cubits ”—a constr. “ unknown to 
Greek prose "—see Moulton’s Winer, p. 244). 
Again the sacred Twelve, raised to the second 
power. Solomon's Porch, the highest part 
of his Temple, was 120 cubits (2 Chron. iii. 
4); and the general height of the "Temple 
30 cubits (r Kings vi. 2). With reference 
to the dimensions of the “ City” itself writers 
dwell upon the comparative insignificance of 
this height—less than the height, notes Stuart, 
of the walls of Babylon: the most incon- 
siderable wall however, notes Dusterd., is 
sufficient to exclude all that is impure—see 
ver. 27. The height of the wall is, by design, 
comparatively insignificant, writes Züllig, in 
order not to obstruct the light radiating from 
the City. 

[according to] the measure of à man, that is, 
of an angel.) (Gr. a measure of a man— 
see ch. xiii. 18). The constr. is “a lax ap- 
position" to “the clause égérp. rò reiyog " 
(Winer, $ 35, 7). In ch. xiii. 18 we read of 
“the number of the Beast” that it is^the number 
of a man,’—as in Deut. iii. rr mention is 
made of “four cubits . . . after the cubit of a 
man,’—of which the meaning is ‘ not less than 
the ordinary cubit.’ Here the explanation is 


, 


v. 18—19, | 


18 And the building of the wall 
of it was of jasper : and the city was 
pure gold, like unto clear glass. 


added “that is of an Angel,”—words which 
can only imply that in the Heavenly City men 
will be * equa] unto the Angels” (Luke xx. 36), 
“and will reckon and measure all things by a 
spiritual and Divine arithmetic, and by a 
heavenly and Angelic mensuration” :— 
so Words. Thus too Ebrard notes: That 
which suits the New Jerusalem,—the measure 
not of men with mortal bodies but of glorified 
men when they become equal to the Angels 
(Matt. xxii. 30). “ Measured,” writes I. 
‘Williams, “to suit human capacities, though 
it be of what is altogether incomprehensible 
and divine: . . . they that are accounted 
worthy to attain that life are equal to the 
Angels" (p.458). Bengel calculates what this 
Angelic measure must be :—As in ch. xiii. 5, 
18, we could not explain the 42 months 
without the aid of the number 666 (see In- 
trod. $ 11, (b), IV.); so in this chapter all 
would be obscure were we not to identify 
the 144 cubits, with the 12,000 furlongs, and 
take these two equal measures to represent 
the height of the wall. Hence one (‘englisch- 
menschlich ") cubit is equal to 832 furlongs ; 
and Bengel considers it important to note 
that 8 x 831—6662. 

Burger interprets as follows :—The sacred 
Twelve, the signature of the Church, which 





we have already met in the Twelve Gates, the. 


Twelve Foundations, the Twelve thousand 
stadii,—is here multiplied by itself (cf. ch. 
vii. 4). The “wall” is intended for the protec- 
tion of the City; and its true defence con- 
sists in this that it is the City of the per- 
fected Church of Christ, of which the number 
is 144. Burger, although he notes that the 
Greek article is absent, translates (with the 
A. V.) of the Angel, i.e, “the Angel" who 
“ spake” with St. John, and who used the 
well-known “measure of a man" such as 
men also employ. 

Mr. Maurice writes:—“ That measure of 
a man, which is not derived from his fallen 
nature, but from his angelic nature, is God's 
measure, The City which lieth foursquare is 
His City. He knows the measure of it” 
(p. 420). N 

Stuart notes: “It is an Angel who makes 
the measurement; and lest we might think it 
was a different measure from that in ordinary 
use (‘ofa man’), the writer guards us against 
such an error ” :—so Hengst., Düsterd., &c. 

According to Volckmar “the golden reed” 
(ver. 15) regarded as the “measure of an 
Angel,” measures by stadii; regarded as the 
“ measure of a man” its unit is a cubit. Both 
numbers (the 12,000 stadii for the City, and 


REVELATION. XXI. 


19 And the foundations of the 
wall of the city were garnished with 
all manner of precious stones. ‘The 





the 144 cubits for its wall) are to be measured 
by both scales: and thus we get for the 
height of the “wall” (by Angels’ measure) 
12x12 stadii; and for the height of the City, 
which Volckmar makes to be 3 x 1000—i.¢., 
3 X 4 X 250=12 X 250—cubits (by the measure 
of a man). 


18. And the building of the wall thereof] 
The term rendered “ building” (€vdépnors) is 
found elsewhere only in Josephus (Anit. xv. 
9, 6), where it signifies the mole or break- 
water of the port of Cæsarea, built by Herod 
the Great. It is variously expiained here to 
mean the ‘ superstructure’ as opposed to the 
‘foundation, ver. 19; or simply the ‘materials, 
what is built in the walls (“ materies in marum 
inzdificata, h.e. ex quo murus extructus erat.” 
Grimm, iz voc.). 


[was] jasper:] (See vv. //. for the omis- 
sion of the verb). The building consisted of 
one material, * Jasper” ; on which see ver. 11 ; 
ch. iv. 3. 


and the city [was] pure gold like unto pure 
glass] See on ch. iv. 6. The Gold (see vv. 
JL, and ver. 21) was like glass not merely in 
brilliancy but transparency. 

Compare this description of the “New 
Jerusalem ” with the cherished ideal of the 
Jews:—“For Jerusalem shall be built up 
with Sapphires and Emeralds and precious 
stone: thy walls and towers and battlements 
with pure Gold. And the streets of Jeru- 
salern shall be paved with Beryl and Car- 
buncle and stones of Ophir” (Tobit xiii. 16, 
17). Cf. too, the apostrophe to the King of 
Tyre: “Thou hast been in Eden the garden 
of God; every precious stone was thy 
covering, the Sardius, Topaz, and the Dia- 
mond, the Beryl, the Onyx, and the Jasper, 
the Sapphire, the Emerald, and the Carbuncle, 
and Gold” (Ezek. xxviii. 13). 


19. The foundations of the wall of the city] 
Omit “ dnd,” —see vv. H. On the sense in 
which the “ Foundations” are to be understood, 
see on ver. I4. Each separate “ Foundation” 
consisted of one great precious stone going 
round the whole City, and underlying the 
entire wall ;—not merely an ornament set into 
the foundation, but a “ Foundation” itself. 


[were] adorned with all manner of pre- 
cious stones.| Gr. with every precious 
stone,—the noun is in the singular: see on 
ch. xv. 6. For the thought of the follow- 
ing description see Isai. liv. 11, 12 (cf. xxviii. 
16): see also David's enumeration of the 
materias which he had accumulated for 


825 


9 


26 


first foundation was jasper; the 
second, sapphire; the third, a chalce- 
dony ; the fourth, an emerald; 


REVELATION. XXI. 


[v. 20. 


20 The fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, 
sardius ; the seventh, chrysolyte; the 
eighth, beryl ; the ninth, a topaz; the 








Solomon’s ‘Temple (1 Chron. xxix. 2). The 
Foundation, notes Words.,was garnished with 
“every precious stone,’ and these Tave/ve pre- 
cious stones are specified, “ indicating that the 
Twelve Apostolic Foundations present every 
spiritual grace bestowed by God upon His 
faithful servants, who are His Jewels (Mal. 
iii. 17)." As a contrast Babylon also and 
the “Harlot” are adorned “ with gold, and 
precious stones and pearls.” Compare ch. xvii. 
4; Xvili. 12, 16; and cf. infra, ver. 21. 

The first foundation was jasper ;| ‘The same 
as the material of the superstructure, or wall 
resting on the Twelve Foundations,—see ver. 


18. On the Jasper, see on ch. iv. 3; and cf. 
ver. II. See Note B at the end of this 
chapter 


the second, sapphire ;| Heorew, Saphir 
(spp) ;—cf. Ex. xxiv. 1o; Isai. liv. ir; 
Ezek. i. 26. In the case of no ancient gem 
has the attribution of the name been so much 
disputed as of the Sapphire, or “ precious 
Corundum." Mr. King decides that the 
Sapphirus ofthe ancients was our Lapis-lazuli. 
Pliny describes it as opaque, and sprinkled 
with specks of gold (* Inest ei aliquando et 
aureus pulvis qualis in sapphiris. In iis enim 
aurum punctis conlucet. Ccerulez et sapphiri 
.... Corallo-achates guttis aureis Sapphiri 
modo sparsa "— Hist. Nat. xxxvii. 39, 54); 
and he states that it came from Media (i.e. 
Persia and Bockhara) whence the entire supply 
of Lapis-lazuli is brought to the present day. 
Epiphanius speaks of *the stone Sapphirus, 
like that of a dark blue beetle." Andreas 
(Lc., p. 134), who considers that St. Paul is 
signified by this stone, says that some call it 
Lazurium (rò Xa(oópiov), from its sky-blue 
colour. * Before the true precious stones were 
introduced from India, the Lapis-lazuli held 
the highest place in the estimation of the primi- 
tive nations of Asia and Greece ; in fact it was 
almost the only stone known to them having 
beauty of colour to recommend it."—King, 
Precious Stones and Gems, p. 294. ‘The modern 
Sapphire is the ancient Hyacintbus, rendered 
in the A.V., “ Jacinth,” see on ver. 20, and 
ch. ix. 17. “The modern name Sapphire is a 
mere epithet expressive of its colour: the 
ancient Sapphirus or Lapis-laxui furnishing 
the paint ultramarine, sapphirinus came to 
signify ‘ azure, exactly as ‘ Nila’ the present 
Indian name of our Sapphire does."— King, 
Nat. Hist. of Precious Stones, p. 248. 


the third, chaleedony;] “ The Chalce- 
donius of Pliny (xxxvii. 30) was an inferior 
species of the Swaragdus (Emerald), so called 


from being found in tne copper mines near 
Chalcedon . .. He describes them as small 
and brittle, changing their colour when moved 
about like the green feathers in the necks of 
peacocks and pigeons.... It is evident that 
they were only crystals of transparent Chryso- 
colla” [native verdigris—a carbonate of cop- 
per] “still popularly termed ‘the Copper- 
Emerald.’ .... It is difficult to trace the steps 
by which this name has been transferred from 
a substance of a brilliant green colour to one 
so totally distinct in all its characters as our 
“ Chalcedony” (White Carnelian), a semi- 
opaque quartz of a milky tinge.”’—King, 
Precious Stones, p. 157. 

the fourth, emerald;| See ver. 20, on 
the word “ Bery/;” and also on ch. iv. 3. 


20. the fifth, sardonyx ;] “ The most beauti- 
ful and rarest variety of Onyx, and that which 
was held inthe greatest esteem by the ancients, 
for engraving into cameos” (Brande and Cox, 
Dict. of Science). Pliny (H. N. xxxvii. 23) de- 
fines this stone as originally signifying a white 
mark in a Sard, like the human nail placed upon 
flesh, and both of them transparent. ‘The 
Onyx is called from the resemblance of its 
white and yellow veins to the shades in the 
human finger nail. . . . Three colours were 
considered essential to the idea of Sardozyx. 
. .. The early Greeks make no distinction 
between the Onyx and the Sardonyx. Accord- 
ing to Köhler, when the red, brown, or 
yellow ground is covered by white veins 
irregularly disposed, it is called Ozyx ; if they 
are in regular strata, one over the other, it 
becomes the Sardonyx "— King, /.c., pp. 254, 
257, 302. Achilles Tatius (ii. 1) describes 
such a gem, of which the base was Z/ac£, the 
middle white, the rest red as fire. 


the sixth a sard:] See on ch. iv. 3. 


. the seventh, chrysolyte;| Or oriental Topaz ; 
see below on * Topaz." ‘The description of 
Pliny “translucent with golden lustre” 
(“aureo fulgore translucentis "—H. N. xxxvii. 
42) applies to no other gem so exactly as to 
this: “The Arabian Chrysolithi were most 
probably the modern Jacinths,-for Pliny’s 
account of them applies exactly to the latter 
gem .... Chrysolithi, whatever they may have 
been, were in high esteem with the Romans." 
— King, Z. c., p. 165, &c. See Ezek, xxviii. 13. 


the eighth, beryl ;] Pliny (H. N. xxxvii. 20) 
states that many were of opinion that the 
* Beryl” was of the same or a similar nature 
with the Emerald. “This opinion," writes 
Mr. King, “has been proved correct by 


v. 21.] 


tenth, a chrysoprasus ; the eleventh, 
a jacinth ; the twelfth, an amethyst. 


REVELATION. XXI. 


21 And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; every several gate 





modern analysis, the component parts of each, 
in the same proportions, being Silica, Alumina, 
and Glucina, coloured by the oxide of Chrome. 

. - The Emerald is distinguished by its 
peculiar ‘ emerald-green’ which it derives from 
a small proportion of Chrome: all the varieties 
of other colours, tinged, more or less, yellow 
or blue, or altogether colourless, are Beryls.” 

. . * Beryllus is the Low-Latin term for a 
magnifying glass: hence the German ‘ Brille,’ 
a pair of spectacles.”—ib, p. 130, &c. 

the ninth, topaz;] In colour a yellowish 
green,—our Peridot: *'Phis gem derived its 
name from the island in the Red Sea, thirty 
miles off the main land, where it was first 
discovered. . .. The Roman lapidaries accu- 
rately discriminated the two varieties, the 
Chrysopteron, our Chrysolite ; and the Prasoides, 
our Peridot; the latter ‘aiming at the exact 
imitation of the colour of the leek-leaf? 
Although the same chemically, both being 
Silicates of Magnesia coloured by a Protoxide 
of Iron, yet, from the jeweller's point of view, 
there is a great difference between the CAryso- 
lite and the Peridot. The former is much 
harder, and the yellow in it greatly predomi- 
nates over the green. .. . Inthe Perzdo green is 
the predominant colour, but slightly modified 
by yellow. .. . The modern Topaz is a totally 
distinct substance from the Topazius,....it 
was totally unknown to the ancients.”— 
KRELL, Pe 336, GC. 

the tenth, chrysoprase;] This word does 
not occur in the LXX.; elsewhere it is found 
only in Pliny (H. N. xxxvii. 20,“ Fulgore vici- 
num genus huic [Zery//o] est, sed pallidius, et a 
quibusdam proprii generis existumatum)," who 
accurately distinguishes the varieties of beryl. 
'The most admired * emulates the green tint 
of pure sea-water,” the modern aqua-marine. 
Next is the Cryso-bery/, in which this green 
is tinged with gold,—probably our Indian 
Cbrysolite. There was a still paler kind 
known by the name of Chrysoprase, a variety 
only of the Chryso-bery]: * Most certainly it 
was not our Chrysoprase, silica-coloured a 
beautiful apple-green by Oxide of Nickel."— 
King, /c., pp. 130, 163. In his Nat. Hist. 
(p. 335) Mr. King adds that here, for “ Chryso- 
prasus," * Marbodus has evidently read Chryso- 
paston [which is the reading of the cursive 
MSS. 40, 50, 92], a dark blue studded with 
gold dust :—if correct, the three shades of 
blue would then follow each other in order.” 


the eleventh, jacinth;| ‘The modern Sap- 
phire,—Gr. Hyacinthus, see on ch. ix. 17. Of 
no ancient appellation, notes Mr. King, has the 
proper attribution been so much and so 


variously disputed as of this (Nat. Hist. p. 
242). [Düsterd. states incorrectly that in 
Ex. xxviii. 19 (LXX.) the Cod. Alex. gives, 
for the Hebr. Lesbem (mw), $ákw6os in 
place of “Zigure” (Avyópiov)] Epiphanius 
suspected that the gure of the LXX. 
(the Lyncurium of Theophrastus) was the 
Hyacintbus of his own time, because so impor- 
tant a stone could not have been omitted by 
Moses. Here we find the first germ of the sub- 
sequent confusion between two very different 
things. "here can be no doubt, observes Mr. 
King (żb., p. 217), that the Lyzcurium of Theo- 
phrastus “is our Jacinth (Zircon), the yellow 
Jargoon, distinguished by having for its chemi- 
cal base the earth Zirconia peculiar to this 
family. This exactly resembles ber in 
colour." 

“ That the Hyacinthus of the ancients is the 
Sapphire of the moderns [see on ver. 19], will 
be perfectly evident to any mineralogist who 
will carefully peruse the minute description 
of the same gem given by Solinus [who lived 
two centuries after Pliny]. The modern 
name Sapphire is a mere epithet expressive of 
its colour."—King, i, p. 194. See Note G 
at the end of this chapter. 


the twelfth, amethyst.] Violet or purple. 
“ The common Amethyst, and the stone gene- 
rally designated among the ancients by this 
name, is nothing more than rock crystal 
coloured purple by manganese of iron; in 
modern mineralogy, Amethystine Quartz ”:— 
see King, /c., p. 6o. Pliny thus distinguishes 
this stone from the preceding : “ Differentia 
hec, quod ille emicans in Amethysto fulgor 
violaceus dilutus est in Hyacintho” (H. N. 
xxxvii. 41). The name Amethyst, though most 
probably a mere corruption of the Eastern 
name for the stone, a trace of which seems 
preserved in Ex. xxviii. 19, in the Hebrew 
Achlamah (nibons),— perhaps the true origin 
is the Persian ' Ssemest,’—was interpreted by 
the Greeks as though formed from d and 
8v, ‘ avine-less ?—see King, ibid. (^ Majorum 
vanitas ebrietati eas resistere promittit, et 
inde appellatas."—Pliny, H. N., xxxvii. 40). 

Different interpretations have been given 
of the precious stones themselves, of their 
order, and of their symbolical meaning ; but 
these interpretations are purely arbitrary ; e.g. 
according to that which is most usually 
adopted,—the Jasper, the last stone of the 
Breastplate (Ex. xxviii. 20) and which is the 
first “ Foundation” here, unites the Alpha and 
the Omega; the ending the Old, and the 
beginning the New. 


21. each one of the several gates 


827 


828 


was of one pearl: and the street of 
the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass. 

22 And I saw no temple therein : 
for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. 





was of one pearl:] (On this idiom, cf. John 
ii. 6). For the word “Pearl see on ch. 
xvii, 4. In Isai. liv. 12, the “ gates” are “ car- 
buncles.” Here, notes I. Williams, “all are 
of the same celestial substance, as on every 
side of the world the entrance is but of one 
kind, the knowledge of God in Christ,—the 
Incarnation, which the pearl signifies,—the 
one pearl of great price” (p. 462). In Bava 
Bathra f. 75. x (see Wetst.), it is said that 
God will place gems and pearls (^ gemmas et 
margaritas ") thirty cubits square, and hol- 
lowed out to the height of twenty cubits, and 
to the breadth of ten cubits, in the gates of 
Jerusalem." J. D. Michaelis is embarrassed 
by the size of such pearls. 

St. Augustine expounds this passage:— 
“The Apostles and Prophets are “ Founda- 
tions,” because their authority is the support 
of our weakness. They are the ‘ Gates,’ be- 
cause through them we enter into the kingdom 
of God; and while by their means we enter, 
we enter through Christ, Himself the ‘ Gate.’ 
The one ‘Gate’ is Christ, and the Twelve 
* Gates? are Christ; for Christ dwells in the 
Twelve * Gates.’ There is a deep mystery in 
the number Twelve. . . . The Twelve is here 
put for universality, as spoken of all who sit 
in judgment (Matt. xix. 28); in the same 
manner all who enter the City enter by one 
or other of the Twelve ‘ Gates? These are the 
Four quarters of the globe. Our Lord de- 
clares that He will call His sheep from the 
Four winds; from all the Four winds the 
Church is called. It is called in the Trinity, 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost :—Four, then, being thrice taken, 
the ‘Twelve is found." —Jz Psalm. lxxxvii. 


and the street of the city) Gr. the 
broadway,—cf. ch. xi. 8; xxii. 2. The 
word is used collectively ; all the streets 
compose one ideal “ street” :—so also in ch. 
xxii. 2. 

was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.] 
Or transparent as glass—see on ver. 
18. On the Greek word rendered “ trans- 
parent, and introduced into the text by 
Erasmus, see vv. //. The transparency of 
glass is the sign of its purity; and such is 
here the purity of the Gold. 


22. And I saw no temple therein Or 
“Sanctuary”—see on ch. xi. 1. As noted 
on ver. 16 the City is in form a perfect cube, 


REVELATION. XXI. 


[v. 22—24. 


23 ^And the city had no need of p 60 


the sun, neither of the moon, to shine - 
in it: for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb 7s the light 
thereof. j 

24 And the nations of them 





like the Holy of Holies in the Temple of 
Jerusalem. The entire City is now that which 
the Holy of Holies had formerly been— 
the locality of the immediate Presence of 
God. ‘The Temple and the Temple-service 
have hitherto supplied the symbols which 
denote the condition of the Church on earth 
before the Judgment. This has now ceased ; 
the Temple is no more; there is none seen 
in Heaven, The Redeemed being all Priests 
(see ch. i. 6; v. 10; xx. 6) unto God, the 
New Jerusalem is without Temple, being all 
Temple. On the necessary imperfection of 
the earthly Sanctuary, see Heb. x. 1. 

Note :—In ch. iii. 12; vii. 15, the righteous 
are spoken of as serving God in the heavenly 
Temple,—the sense thereby conveyed being 
no more than that they dwell in the Divine 
Presence. Here the description enters into 
details; the righteous, when all is accom- 
plished, “shall see His face" (ch. xxii. 4); 
there shall be no inner “ Sanctuary,’—no veil 
between God and the Redeemed. 


Jor the Lord God the Almighty, and the 
Lamb, are the temple thereof.] GOD is now 
“allin all” (1 Cor. xv. 28):—‘‘a proof of 
Christ's Divinity."— W ords. 


23. And the city hath no need of tbe sun,| 
Compare Isai. lx. 19, 20. 


neither of the moon, to shine upon it:] See 
vv. ll. For the construction (with iva) see 
Introd. § 7, IV., (f). Cf. John i. 19. 


for the glory of God did lighten it,| See 
ver. 11 :—the immediate Presence, the She- 
kinah. The promise, in ch. vii. 15, 16, is 
here fulfilled: there the Redeemed serve God 
* day and night ;' but Pere, in this final de- 
scription of the blessed, it is no longer amid 
the alternations of light and darkness. In 
ch. vii. 16, there is still need of a sun; here, 
there is need of neither sun nor moon. The 
true nature and essence of GOD (“ God is 
light "—1 John i. 5) is at length discerned. 


and the lamp thereof [is] the Lamb.] 
Or, the glory of God did lightenit, and 
the Lamb, the lamp thereof] The glory 
of God is the Sun which illumines the New 
Jerusalem; and His light is reflected from 
the Lamb, Who is “the brightness,”—“ the 
effulgence,"—" the reflexion” (dzabyacya), 
of the Father's Glory (Heb. i. 3). See 
also ch. vii. 17. 


7 Is. 60. 


v. 24.] 


which are saved shall walk in the 
light of it: and the kings of the 


Compare the striking lines of Kosegarten 
(1758-1818) quoted in Trench’s Sacred Lat. 
Poetry, p. 314:— 


'* Dir scheint, O Stadt, der Sonne Antlitz nicht, 
Und nicht ihr bleiches Bild ; 
Es leuchtet dir ein himmlisch Angesicht, 
Das wunderlich und mild." 


It is unsound theology to refer, with some, 
* the glory of God” to the Sun; and to regard 
the Lamb as corresponding to the Moon, 
which throughout Scripture is regarded as 
* the lesser light.” 

St. John now assumes the tone of the elder 
Prophets,—see Ps. lxxii. 10, 11; Isai. lx. 3, 11; 
Ixvi. 12. 


24. And tbe nations shall walk amidst 
the light thereof:] Omit “of them which 
are saved.” On the confusion which the 
manuscript of Erasmus has here introduced 
into the Textus Receptus, and which is retained 
in the A. V.,see vv. //. Reuss would account 
as follows for this confusion in the text:— 
He considers it to be “ un trait bien curieux ^? 
that ‘‘ the nations” (i.e., according to him the 
heathen) should walk in the City of God, 
because there are now “no other dwellers 
on the earth than the inhabitants of the New 
Jerusalem, all previous national or religious 
distinctions having been effaced :’—the scribes 
felt this difficulty; and they tried to get 
rid of it by writing “Jes peuples (c'est à dire 
la foule) des sauvés.” 

We may also translate, “by the light 
of it;" or (as Words.) “through her 
light." The expression in the text (dca 
vo) $.), notes Düsterd., “gives the pictu- 
resque conception of the Heathen taking their 
way through the midst of the light which 
streams forth from the City illumined by 
the glory of God." Cf. Isai. ix. 2; lx. 3. 
Alf. renders “by means of her light,"— 
“i.e, she shall be so bright as to serve for 
sun and moon to the world that then is, and 
her inhabitants. For such inhabitants are 
clearly supposed ; see below and ch. xxii. 2.” 

By * tbe Nations” here—as in ch. xxii. 2— 
all the ** Nations” of the Redeemed are to 
be understood, in the sense of ch, v. 9 ; vii. 9: 
— see on ch. xv. 3; and on ver. 26. Hengst. 
insists that we must not understand “ Nations ” 
generally;—as "E@yn, in the usage of the 
Apocalypse “are always eatben nations in 
their natural or Christianized state (see on 
ch. xx. 3)”; here, only “ converted heathen.” 
Ebrard refers to those of the “ heathen,” out- 
side the City and on the “ New Earth,” who 
are nevertheless written in the Book of Life, 
—-who while on earth had striven against sin, 
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earth do bring their glory and honour 
into it. 





but had not come to a knowledge of the 
Saviour,—and who now, after their Resur- 
rection from the dead, become willing sub- 
jects of God and the Lamb: see on ch. xx. 13. 
To the same effect Zullig. 


and tbe kings of the earth do bring their 
glory intoit.] (Omit, “ and honour,’—see 
vv. 11). “ Their” refers solely to the “ Kings ;” 
the homage of “ the Nations " is distinct,—see 
ver. 26. Some (e.g. Ziillig) refer “their” to 
both “the Nations” and “ the Kings.” 

There will still be “ Kings” writes Hengst.: 
* As among the Angels there are distinctions 
of rank and order (see ch. viii. 2), so shall 
there be among glorified men....It is con- 
trary to allsound feeling that a David, that a 
Charles the Great, should there be lost without 
distinction among the general mass;” and he 
refers to the position assigned to the Apostles 
in vv. 14, 19. Words. notes: * Some ‘ Kings 
of the Earth’ will remain Christian unto the 
end and will not join in the rebellion against 
Christ (ch. xvi. 14; xviii. 9; xix. 19). Kings 
and nations (ch. xx. 8) are before mentioned 
as rising up against Christ, but here they are 
tributary to Him.” Words. is referring to 
* the heavenly Jerusalem ;” but Millennarians 
interpret differently,— e.g. Alford, who ex- 
plains: * The Kings ofthe earth (no longer hos- 
tile to Christ) bring,” &c. (see on ver. 26). 
And I, Williams: “ All that partakes of the 
true anointing shall thither be brought: ‘ the 
Kings of the East’ spoken of in the sixth Vial ; 
the many crowns, with the King of kings, 
Whatever is precious, whatever is truly great 
and good upon earth . . . shall be brought into 
that City; all that the Prophets have spoken 
of the riches of the Gentiles shall flow into 
it; the Wise Men of the East with their 
first-fruits shall be there, the special gift of 
faith, more precious than of gold that 
perisheth” (p. 466). 

Hence it appears that writers are divided 
as to whether the heavenly state is meant, or 
a glorious state of the Church upon earth. 
"When this verse was applied in his day to the 
Church oz earth, St. Augustine’s comment 
on the opinion was: '*Hoc de isto tempore 
accipere quo regnant [cives Ejus] cum Rege 
suo mille annis, impudentiz nimiz mihi 
videtur ” (De Civ. Dei, xx. 137). Comparing 
such passages as “And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and Kings to the brightness 
of Thy rising,” Stuart observes that St. John 
“ conceives of the New World after the simili- 
tude of the old, Ze, as having a great metro- 
polis, and all lands being in subjection to it.” 
Burger more suitably refers to the contrast 
between the New Jerusalem and Ancient 
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25 * And the gates of it shall not 
be shut at all by day: for there shall 
be no night there. 

26 And they shall bring the glory 


and honour of the nations into it. 
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[v. 25—27. 


27 And there shall in no wise enter 
into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie: but they which are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 








Babylon. To Babylon flowed all earthly 
glory hostile to Heaven ;—to the New Jeru- 
salem the Kings of the “ New Earth” offer all 
their magnificence to the honour of God and 
the Lamb. 


25. And the gates thereof shallin no wise 
be shut by day ( for there shall be no night 
there):| ‘The reasonisadded parenthetically for 
not saying “day and night,” as in ch. iv. 8; 
vil. 15; Xll. 10; xiv. 11; XX. 10. ‘There shall 
be no night there” because of the Divine 
glory, vv. 11, 23; ch. xxii, 5:—cf. Zech. 
xiv. 7. The open gates are an emblem of 
perfect security : * What the ancient poets 
sang of as a vision of the Golden Age, with 
its ‘apertis otia portis, will then be fully 
realized" (Words.). Many refer to Isai. 
Ix. rir, to prove that the reason why the 
gates stand open is to allow the nations to 
bring in their treasures to the New Jeru- 
salem,—so Hengst., D üsterd. 


26. and tbey sball bring tbe glory and the 
honour of the nations into i?:| ‘The verb is 
to be taken impersonally—cf. ch. x. 11; xii. 6 : 
so Bengel, De Wette, Diisterd., Alf, &c. 
Others (Zillig, Ewald, Bleek) make “the 
Kings” (ver 24) the subject of the verb. 

For the inclusion of “ the Nations” among 
the Blessed, see ch. v. 9; vii. 9; and cf. on 
Ver. 24. 

Alf., having noted at the beginning of this 
chapter that “the whole” of * the remaining 
portion of the Book is subsequent to the 
General Judgment,” nevertheless observes 
here: “This is set forth to us, that, besides 
the glorified Church, there shall still be 
dwelling on the renewed earth, nations 
organized under kings, and (ch. xxii. 2) saved 
by means of the influences of the heavenly 





City.” De Wette asks, * Why do not these 
kings and nations dwellin the heavenly City ?” 
But assuredly they do so dwell; and as 
Words. concludes :—'* All will dwell together 
as brethren, as children of the same Heavenly 
Father, in one Everlasting Home (John xiv, 
2). | ROCELOUINEE 2A 

Delitzsch mentions that Erasmus, misled 
by the transcribers of his manuscript, omitted 
this verse in his earlier editions. Hence this 
verse did not appear in any of the original 
editions of Luther’s translation :—Handschr. 
Funde, S. 51. 


27. and there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything unclean,] See vv. /L: Gr. 
anything common—cf. Acts x. 14; and 
Mark vii. 2. See also Isai. lii. 1: and on the 
use here of expressions taken from the Law, 
see above on ver. 8. ‘The enumeration is 
comprised in the number three” (Hengst.). 

Compare ver. 8; ch.ix. 21; xxii. I5. 


neither he that doeth an abomination] See 
vv. ll. Gr. and he that doeth. On the 
word “ abomination,” cf. ch. xvii. 4, 5; and see © 
on ver. 8. 


and a lie:] All such had been “cast into 
the Lake of Fire,’—ch. xx. 15. There seems 
to be a special reference here to the previous 
existence of Antichrist,—cf. 1 John ii. 22; 
2 Thess, i. II, See on ch. xiv. 5; xxi, I5. 
For the contrast, see John iii. 21. 


but only they which are written in the 
book of life of the Lamb.| See ch. xiii. 
Sand cf- cn ii. 55 xs To MES 

The thought borrowed from Dan. xii. 1 
(“ At that time Thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the 
Book ?) is preserved to the last. 





ADDITIONAL NOTES on Chap. XXI. 


NOTE A ON VER. I—THE CONNEXION 
WITH THE PREVIOUS SCENES. 


1. In the earlier part (ch. xvii.-ch. xx.) 
of the seventh Vision of the Revelation 
Proper (see the remarks introductory to ch. 
xvii) the enemies of God, of the Lamb, of 
the Church, have been judged; and Satan 
has been overthrown. In the concluding 
part (ch. xxi-ch. xxii. 5),—the last and 


highest object of Apocalyptic Prophecy,—the 


‘accomplishment of the mystery of God (ch. 


x. 7), and the fulfilment of the promises to the 
Seven Churches (ch. ii.; ch. iii.) are pre- 
sented to us, in contrast to the judgment of 
condemnation described summarily in ch. xx. 
15 (*Finito Judicio, quo prenunciavit judi- 
candos malos, restat ut etiam de bonis dicat.” 
August. De Civ. Dei, xx. 16). In the pic- 
ture here given of the New Jerusalem we 
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have once more before us the descriptions 
given in Isai. lx., and in Ezek. xl-xlvii. St. 
John, however, follows the ordev in Ezekiel, 
who, after his account of Gog and Magog, 
exhibits, in Vision, the Holy City and the 
Temple, and the return to it of God's glory. 

As to the connexion here Millennarians 
differ :— 
= According to Auberlen, the 144,000 sealed 
from the Twelve Tribes of Israel (ch. vii. 4) 
form the nucleus of glorified humanity, to 
which, during the Millennium, an innumerable 
company of the Gentiles are to be united ix 
heaven; while upon earth, the world of na- 
tions is added to the kingdom of Israel. The 
glorified Church in heaven, and the Church 
on earth, although separate during the Mil- 
lennium, are yet connected with each other ; 
and to this Christ refers in Matt. xix. 28; 
Luke xxii. 28-30; (see above on vv. 12, 14). 
* After the Millennial Kingdom, after the uni- 
versal Judgment, when Heaven and Earth 
are renewed, and the New Jerusalem de- 
scends from above, then all limitations shall 
disappear and cease " (p. 356). 

Alford places ch. xxi. and ch. xxii. sub- 
sequent to the universal Judgment; and he 
takes them to describe the bliss of Christ's 
people with Him in the eternal kingdom of 
God, which is situated on the purified and 
renewed earth. He does not understand 
the annihilation of the old Creation, but the 
passing away of its outward form, and its 
renewal to a more glorious one; and this by 
the méans described in 2 Pet. iii. 10, through 
“a renovation by fre." To the same effect 
De Burgh (p; 371): € Ehe. creation, of 
the new heaven and earth, and the descent 
of the New Jerusalem take place after the 
Millennial reign of Christ ;" and yet, he adds, 
* almost all who have had their minds turned 
to the subject” look upon ch. xxi., and ch. 
xxii. as “but a recapitulation of ch. xx. for 
the purpose of fuller detail ;’—-the renovation 
of heaven and earth, and of Jerusalem, being 
“parallel with the Millennium, and taking 
place at the beginning of the ‘Thousand 
Years" “It is certain, however, concludes 
De Burgh, that *the New Heavens and the 
New Earth come into existence after the 
general conflagration” (2 Pet. iii). 

In reply to the two latter opinions, Dr. 
Brown (Lc., p. 273, &c.) brings together the 
texts 2 Pet. iii. 7, 10-13; and Rev. xx. 11; xxi. 


1 “During the Millennial Reign the inhabi- 
tants of the earth will be still in mortal flesh, 
the great object of Christ's reign on Earth 
during this Thousand Years being to carry 
Christianity into effect in this world, to gather 
to Himself all the nations of the earth, and to 
bring about their conversion”? (De Burgh, z^, 
p.373) See on ch. xiv. 6 ; xv. 4. 


t:—If the “ conflagration,” described occurs 
before the Millennium, what, he asks, is to be- 
come of the inhabitants of the earth? (1) As 
to De Burgh [and Al£.] (to whom are to be 
added “Mr. Tyso and Mr. Ogilvy”) who 
place the * conflagration” a Thousand Years 
after Christ’s coming, how can they explain 
St. Peter's words: “ The day of the Lord will 
come as a thief, iz the which tbe heavens 
shall pass away," &c.? To this question De 
Burgh (cf. pp. 375,:376) answers, that this 
“Day of the Lord” is a Thousand Years 
long, and as it is only ‘i the day,’ the “ con- 
flagration " may be as well at the end as at the 
beginning of it,—an explanation opposed 
to the Apostle’s object, which is to warn 
scoffers who would deride the expectation of 
Christ’s coming, that the conflagration, like 
the Deluge of old, will burst upon them 
when least expected,—Luke xvii. 27. (2) 
As to the other class of expositors, who make 
the Second Advent and the “conflagration” to 
be contemporaneous, and both to be pre- 
millennial, —Many restrict the “conflagration” 
“to the prophetic earth, or the territory of 
old Rome ;"—Others to the vast territory of 
the Papal Babylon, and the godless of its in- 
habitants” (as Elliott iv. 217—227) ; or to “ all 
Christendom become Papal:"—* Papal Europe 
only is flung into the crucible,” writes Mr. A. 
Bonar (Redempt.} 117-118). (3) Some again 
suppose that the “conflagration,” likethe Judg- 
ment, will be broken up into two or more 
* conflagrations" on a small scale (see Mr. 
Bickersteth, Guide, p. 284; Mr. Brooks, 
Elem. of Propb. Int., p. 239). As to what 
becomes of the existing inhabitants of the 
earth, “a modest conjecture” of Mede “is 
now the general understanding of Pre-millen- 
nialists :—viz. that * the rapture of the saints " 
(1 Thess. iv. 17) is intended to preserve them 
* during the conflagration of the earth and 
the works thereof," as Noah and his family 
from the Deluge (p. 776). Dan. iii. 25 is 
also quoted; and the words “I have covered 
thee in the shadow of mine hand."—Is. li. 16. 

As to other interpretations of ch. xxi., it 
must suffice to note that Grotius refers to the 
time after Constantine, when the earth was 
no longer steeped in the blood of martyrs; 
—that Vitr. sees the Church renewed on 
earth, a completion of the Reformation ;— 
that Alcasar sees the future glory of the 
Church of Rome. 


Nore B ON VER. 19--THE TWELVE 
FOUNDATIONS. 


Mr. King, in his different works on Pre- 
cious Stones and Gems has given a consistent 
explanation of St. John’s description here. 
He assumes that the Foundations of the 
Wall consist of Twelve courses of precious 
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Stones ; and notices the fact that these Stones 
are not arranged here in the same order as 
in the * Rationale” (Ex. xxviii. 15, Vulg.) or 
“ Breastplate” (Hebr. WYN, LXX. Xoyetov) 
worn by the Jewish High Priest, described in 
Ex. xxviii, 17-21. Mr. King goes on to say :— 

“Instead of this, St. John has most inge- 
niously disposed them according to their 
various shades of the same colour, as the 
following list will demonstrate, taking them 
in order from the bottom upwards :— 

(1) Jaspis, dark green. (2) Sapphirus, blue 
[our Lapis-lazuli]. (3) Chalcedony, a greenish 
sort of Emerald. 

(4) Smaragdus, bright green. (5) Sardonyx, 
redand white. (6) Sardius, bright red. 


(7) Chrysolite, golden yellow. (8) Beryl, 
bluish green. (9) Topazius, yellowish green. 
(10) Chrysoprasus, apple-green. (11) Hya- 


cinthus, blue. 
purple.” 

“ Neither is this order of the colours sug- 
gested by the rainbow, as their heavenly posi- 
tion would naturally suggest,—red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, purple, violet. Again, St. 
John being so close an imitator of Ezekiel, 
one might have presupposed him guided by 
the prophet's most poetical apostrophe to the 
‘King of Tyrus (xxviii. 13) ... . So minute am 
acquaintance with the nicest shades of colour 
of the precious Stones will more forcibly im- 
press the reader, if he should attempt to 
arrange from memory, and by his own casually 
acquired knowledge alone, twelve gems, or 
even half that number, according to their 
proper tints. ... The ‘sainted Seer’ alludes 
in other passages to the proper colours of 
precious stones in a very technical manner: 
* He that sat on the throne’ [ch. iv. 3] was 
like the Jaspis and the Sardius, and was 
crowned with a rainbow like the Smaragdus ; 
whilst the light within the Holy City [ch. 
xxi. rr] was like ‘a very precious stone, a 
Jaspis resembling Crystal/—or the green of 
the Plasma united with the brilliancy and 
lucidity of the Crystal—by which he pro- 
bably sought to distinguish the true Emerald, 
ever a special favourite with the Jews. Such 
allusions display that exact knowledge of par- 
ticulars only possessed by persons either deal- 
ing in precious stones, or from other circum- 
stances obliged to have a practical acquaint- 
ance with their nature. which could never 
have been found in a Galilean fisherman; 
unless [interposes Mr King] we choose to 
cut the knot of the difficulty with the ever- 
ready sword of verbal inspiration."— Nat. 
Hist.of precious Stones, p. 336. 

It is to be noted here that the expression 
“verbal inspiration " is peculiarly unsuitable. 
St. John assuredly, like every other Jew, was 


(12) Amethyst, violet or 


familiar with te names of the precious Stones , 


enumerated by Moses and Ezekiel. ‘The 
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upholder of the Divine Inspiration of the 
Bible maintains that the same influence which 
enlightened the native faculties, and guided 
the acquired knowledge of all the Sacred 
Writers, directed, in the present instance, that 
scientific selection of which Mr. King has 
given so clear, and learned an account. ‘The 
phrase which correctly describes such an 
influence is “ Dynamic Inspiration”; and of 
this no better illustration can be adduced 
than the language of the Seer in the present 
passage :—see Lee On Inspiration, Lect. iv. 

I. Andreas would assign each precious 
stone, in accordance with ver. 14, to some 
one of the Apostles :— 

(1) The Jasper is St. Peter; (2) The Sap- 
phire, St. Paul (61a rovrov, éo.kóros TG oUpavio 
cópart, É o0 pact kai TO Aagoúpiov yiver Oa, 
Tov pakdpiov IavAov otpat onpatverbar); (3) 
The Chalcedony, St. Andrew; (4) The 
Emerald, Sz. Jobn; (5) The Sardonyx, Sz. 
James; (6) The Sard, St. Philip; (7) The 
Chrysolite, Sz. Bartholomew ; (8) The Beryl, 
St. Thomas; (9) The Topaz, St. Matthew; 
(10) The Chrysoprase, St. Thaddeus: (11) 
The Hyacinth, St. Simon Zelotes; (12} The 
Amethyst, St. Matthias. 

Andreas refers for this classification to 
Epiphanius, who discusses in a special 
treatise (De xii. Gemmis) the nature of the 
precious Stones in Aaron’s Breastplate, but 
makes no reference to the Twelve Founda- 
tions in the Apocalpyse. Epiphanius also 
classifies the Gems according to the Tribes 
of Israel,—e.g. to Reuben, the Sard ; to Simeon, 
the Topaz, &c. :—see Opp. vol. ii. p. 231. 

Coming to modern times :— 

II. Bengel places the Apostles in the fol- 
lowing order:—(1) Jasper, Sz. Peter; (2) 
Sapphire, St. John ; (3) Chalcedony, Sz. James. 

(4) Emerald, Sz. Andrew; (5) Sardonyx, 
St. Philip ; (6) Sard, St. Thomas. 

(7) Chrysolite, Sz. Bartholomew; (8) 
Beryl, St. Matthew; (9) Topaz, St. James, 
the son of Alphzus. 

(ro) Chrysoprase, Sf. Simon Zelotes; (11) 
Hyacinth, St. Jude the brother of James; (12) 
Amethyst, St. Matthias. 

Stern distributes as follows:—(1) The 
Jasper is the foundation on which Christ has 


1 Mr. Streeter (in his Precious Stones and 
Gems, 1877) gives another classification : 

** zr, —The hard and solid Jaser, representing 
the Rock of the Church, was the emblem of 
Peter. 

2.—The bright blue Sapphire was emblematic 
of the heavenly faith of Andrew. 

3.—The Emerald, of the pure and gentle 5047. 

4.—The white Chalcedony, of the loving 

ames, 
* 5.—The friendly Sardonyx, of Philip. 
6.—The red Carnelian, of the martyr Bartho- 
lomew. 
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built His Church—St. Peter; (2) The Sap- 
phire,—St. Andrew; (3) The Chalcedony,— 
St. James the son of Zebedee; (4) The 
Emerald,—St. John; (5) The Sardonyx,—St. 
Philip; (6) The Sard,—St. Bartholomew ; (7) 
The Chrysolite,—St. Matthew; (8) The 
Beryl,—St. Thomas; (9) The 'Topaz,—St. 
James the Less; (10) The Chrysoprase,—St. 
Thaddeus; (11) The Jacinth,—St. Simon 
Zelotes; (12) The Amethyst,—St. Matthias. 
A vain attempt this at an explanation, notes 
Bisping. 

II. Ebrard justly observes that the twelve- 
fold colour of these precious Stones denotes 
symbolically how the one light of the Gospel 
is variously refracted through the medium of 
Apostolic teaching; and yet he seeks (as do 
also Vitringa, Züllig, Ewald, &c.) to identify 
the various precious Stones enumerated here 
with those in the High Priest’s Breastplate. 
This attempt of Ebrard is not successful. 
He takes the Stones of the Breastplate as 
represented in the LX X. version of Ex. xxviii. 
17-20. In the LXX., however, Jasper is 
substituted in ver. 18 for the jahalom or 
diamond (see on Rev. ii. 17), although the 
Hebrew expressly gives “ Jasper” (ppw) in 
ver. 20. ‘The order of the Stones, moreover, 
is entirely different :—e.g. in the Breastplate 
the Sapphire is the fifth stone, and the Jasper 
the twelfth; while in the Apocalypse, the 
Jasper is the first Foundation, and the Sapphire 
the second ;—and it is only by an arbitrary 
interchange of the four “triads” of Stones 
in the Breastplate, and of the different stones 
in each “ triad,” that Ebrard can procure any 
approach to identity. Even for this he must 
assume that the three Stones in the Breastplate 
which do not occur here—the Anthrax, 
[LXX., Hebr. 523, Ex. xxviii. 18], the Ligure, 
the Agate (ayarns),—correspond respectively 
to the Jacinth, the Chrysoprase, and the Chalce- 
dony. Compare the variety also in the 
order of the precious stones enumerated in 
Ezek. xxviii. 13 ;—see the note zz Joc. 

Züllig (Excursus on Rev. xxi. 19, 20, B. 
li. S. 456, &c.) goes farther still than Ebrard. 
He seeks to assign a particular precious 
stone to each Tribe of Israel, in the order of 
the gates of the New Jerusalem as given in 
Ezek. xlviii. 31-34. He attains the following 
result: (1) The Jasper corresponds to Ben- 


7.—The Chrysolite, pure as sunlight, of 
Matthias. 

8.—The indefinite Beryl, of the doubting 
Thomas. 

9.—The Topaz, of the delicate James the 
younger. 

Io.—The Chrysoprase, of the serene and 
trustful ZZaddeus. i 

11.—The Amethyst, of Matthew the Apostle. 

12.—The pink Hyacinth, of the sweet- 
tempered Simeon of Cana "—(p. 19). 
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jamin; (2) The Sapphire to Dan; (3) The 
Chalcedony to Simeon; (4) The Emerald to 
Issacbar; (5) The Sardonyx to Zebulun; (6) 
The Sard to Gad; (7) The Chrysolite to 
Asher; (8) The Beryl to Naphtali; (9) The 
Topaz to Reuben; (10) The Chrysoprase to 
Judah; (11) The Jacinth to Levi; (12) The 
Amethyst to Joseph. This arbitrary arrange- 
ment begins on the East side in Ezekiel’s list 
of gates (see on ch. vii. 5), and there with 
the middle gate; it then goes round in the 
order South, West, North, —ending with the 
Jirst gate in the East side, that of Joseph. 

III. De Wette, Hengst., Düsterd. agree 
in denying such applications to either the 
Patriarchs, or the Apostlesindividually. And 
Hengstenberg thus sums up his interpre- 
tation: *So that we must here rest in the 
conclusion, that by the variety in the precious 
Stones is symbolized the richness of the 
glorious Gifts of God, which unfolded them- 
selves in the Apostles." 

IV. Some ancient writers (e.g. Arethas, 
Beda, CEcumenius, Ludolphus, C. à Lapide) 
give a mystical and spiritual meaning to each 
of the Stones, ‘The Jasper is the brightness of 
faith; the Sapphire of bope ; and so forth: cf. 
St. Gregory, Moral. in Job. xxviii. 16; but, as 
I. Williams notes, all such attempts are vain. 
The idea is well expressed by Words. that 
“in the variety and beauty of the precious 
Stones, is symbolized the zoAvmoíikiAos copia 
of God (Eph. iii. 10)." 

There is doubtless here an order Divinely 
intended—an order best expressed in the 
words of the ancient Hymn: 


** Suis coaptantur locis 
Per Manum artificis." 


[On these precious Stones, see Pliny, H. N. 
xxxvii.; Epiphanius, De «ii Gemmis Rationalis, 
t. ii. p. 225, Ed. Petav. ; Marbodus, De Lapi- 
dibus pretiosis Enchir.; Faustino Corsi, 
Pietri Antiche, Roma 1828, p. 127, &c.] 


NOTE C ON VER. 20—JACINTH, Hya- 
CINTHUS. 


The name Jacinth has been transferred, as 
follows, to the modern gem from the ancient 
Hyacinthus which has thereby totally lost its 
original designation :— Jacinth, the French 
‘Hyacinthe,’ comes to us from the Italian 
‘Giacinto,’ formed, according to the usual 
rule of that language, from the Latin ‘ Hyacin- 
thus’ (King, Pr. Stones, p. 220). Pliny writes: 
“ Multum ab [amethysto] distat Hyacinthus. 
ab vicino tamen colore descendens. Differ- 
entia hzc est, quod ille emicans in Amethysto 
fulgor violaceus diluitur in Hyacintho, pri- 
moque adspectu gratus evanescit antequam 
satiet, adeoque non implet oculos ut pæne 
non attingat, marcescens celerius nominis 
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sui flore."—H. N, xxxvii. 41. “ What this 
flower (the Hyacinth) was," adds Mr. King, 
“is fully as much a matter of dispute among 
the botanists, as is the nature of the gem 
with the mineralogists.” Pliny (H. N. xxi. 
97) writes: ^ Hyacinthus in Gallia maxime 
provenit ; hoc ibi fuco hysginum tinguitur : "— 
the dye bysginum is usually translated 
blue. “Sprengel defines it to be the common 
gladiolus, an explanation overthrown by 


REVELATION, XXII. 


[v. r. 


‘Like to the sanguine flower inscribed with 
woe. A few make it to be the Jarkspur,a 
purple flower. . . . My own opinion, amidst 
this diversity, rather inclines to the blue 
Jleur-de-lys, the blossom of which lasts but 
for a day, and thus answers to one of Pliny's 
characters of the disputed flower" (see 
Solinus, Polybistor,c. xxx.) :—AMNat. Hist. p. 243. 

In Ex. xxv. 4 the three colours of the 


Tabernacle are “blue | Hebr. nbs mM] and purple, 


Pliny's distinction: ‘Post hanc gladiolus 
comitatus hyacinthis Many others agree 
with La Chaux in considering it to be the 
tiger lily, with whom sides Milton, who has 


and scarlet " (LXX., idkiwOov kai moppúpav 
kai kóxkwwov):—see the Note on Ex. xxv. 4; 
and on Rev. ix. 17. 


Nothing may be added to the word of God, 
nor taken therefrom. 


A ND he shewed me a pure river 


of water of life, clear as crystal, 


CHAPTER XXII. 


1 The river of the water of life 2 The tree of 
life. 5 The light of the ċity of God is him- 
self. 9 The angel will not be worshipped. 18 





[Ver. x om. xaOapdv. Ver. 2 évredOev kai éxetOev [Cf. John xix. 18; Ezek. xlvii. 7, 12, 
LXX., čvðev kai bev. N has merely £v6cv xaí,—" excidit versus quo scripta erant évÓev 
EdD. Co.”,—Tischend.].—om. éya. Ver. 3 karátepa [ T. R. karavátepa, “ eine erasmische Erfin- 
dung,”—Delitzsch]. Ver. 5 oU @xrau ér.—[A reads é€ovar].— ards Aóxvov.—[A, P read 
pds jAlov].—dQoriceu—tm' avroós. Ver. 6 ó Kóp.—r&v mvevpárov tov mpodQrróv. Vers 
kai Sov. Ver. 8 ó àko)cv kal Pérov raUra. Ver. 9 om. yap (inserted without any authority 
by Er.) Ver. 10 ó karpòs ydp, in place of éru ó karp. Ver. 11 kai ó pumapds puravOnte ert 
[These words, omitted from his MS., Er. supplied after the Vulg. (et qui im sordibus est 
sordescat adbuc) by «ai ó purdv Dvmecáro (sic) čre—ı omits all from dBumgodre ér to 
kal ó äyios k. T. A.].—Stxavootvnv momodro [Here Er. rendered the justificetur of the Vulg. by 
SixarwOnro]. Ver. 12 om. the rst ka.—ecriv avrod. Ver. 13 om. elpu.—7) dpyr) kai TO éXos 
(These words are to be read after ó mp&ros kai ó čoyaros, from both of which A omits ó). 
Ver. 14 oí mAóvovres ras orodds aUràv [So N, A, Vulg.;— B, 1, Cop. read of morovres Tas 
évroAàs abro). P is defective in vv. 7-21]. Ver. 15 om. 0é.—más pôv. Ver. 16 [A reads 
év r. ékk.,— N, B émi,—1 omits the prep.].— om. rod before Aaveis. 

[After Aaveié the codex of Erasmus breaks off; and he supplied the rest of the chapter by 
his own re-translation of the Vulgate. In his first edition (1516) he writes “ Quamquam 
in calce hujus libri nonnulla verba reperi apud nostros, quz aberant in Grecis exemplaribus, 
ea tamen ex Latinis adjecimus" :—see Introd. $ 8. Thus in ver. 16 he rendered the e 
matutina of the Vulg. by kai ópÓpwds, for which we must read with N, A, B (cf. ch. ii. 28) 
ó mpewós,—before which «ai (found only in A) is to be omitted]. Ver. 17 épyov twice.— 
épxéa8c.—o/n. kai before ó Ó£Aev.—Aafléro Ü0cp. Ver. 18 Maprvpà eyo mavri và [contestor 
enim, Vulg.].—émió5 èr abrá.—74 BiBi. Ver. 19 ddéAg.—T0oU BiBdALov.—agehet.— Tov Evhov 
[de libro vitz, Vulg.].—om. last kaí [et de his que scripta, Vulg.].—r@ BiBdio. Ver. 20 om. 2nd 
vat [This vai Er. took (as he has taken the whole verse) from a reading supplied by Laurentius 
Valla ; it is not presented in the Vulg., nor is it read by any Uncial MS.) Ver. 21 om. nuov. 
—om. Xpiorod.—om. ópàv [A reads perà mávrov.—N reads pera rôv áylov.—B reads pera 
7ávrov ràv &ylov|.—[AÀ omits'Aujv].—[Gratia Domini nostri Jesu Christi cum omnibus vobis. 


Amen. Vulg.].] 


l. And be sbeaved me| Ch. xxi. 10 is here 
taken up and continued. 
, Ezek. xlvii. 1-12 should be read carefully 
in connexion with verses 1 and 2; cf. also 
Joel ili. 18; Zech. xiv. 8. 

a river] Omit the word “pure,”—see 
vv. Il. 

Here at length, and in ver. 2, the types which 


1 


Paradise presented are fulfilled :—(i.) We have 
first of all the “river” which “went out of 
Eden,” Gen. ii. 1o. See on ver. 2. 

For this restoration of a better Paradise, 
see on ch. ii. 7. 

of water of life,] “There is a river,’ wrote 
the Psalmist, " the streams whereof shall make 
glad the City of God” (Ps. xlvi. 4)—streams 


y; 2] 


proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 
2 In the midst of the street of it, 
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and on either side of the river, «vas 
there the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 





not of physical water; but of the spiritual life 
promised by Christ,—John iv. 10, 14; vii. 
38 ; see also ch. vii. 17; xxi. 6. 

bright as crystal proceeding out of tbe 
throne of God and of tbe Lamb,| From one and 
the same throne,—see ch. ii. 21. In Ezek. 
xlvii 1, the *avafers issued out from under 
the threshold” of the Temple. In the New 
Jerusalem there is no Temple (ch. xxi. 22), 
and the river proceeds “out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb,’—cf. ch. v. 13; 
vii. 17. 

The Lord, while on earth, had spoken of 
the “rivers of living «vater;" and St. John 
(vii. 39) has added the comment : “ This spake 
He of the Spirit.” Here, the “river of water 
of life” “proceeds out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb”—affording a remarkable 
illustration and proof of the Article of the 
Creed: ^I believe in the Holy Ghost, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son." 

Note carefully the connexion of this verse 
with the first clause of ver. 2. 


2.inthe midst of the street thereof] 
L.e., ' The river proceeded out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb, in the midst of the 
street of the City. “The street” is taken 
collectively, as in ch. xxi. 21. The con- 
nexion of these words with ver. 1—which 
alone seems to render the words that follow, 
especially the word “ And,” intelligible—was 
first pointed out by Matthii; and has been 
adopted after him by Ziillig, Filler, Bisping, 
and Burger. The great majority of com- 
mentators however, with the A. V., place a 
full stop at the end of ver. 1 ; but in that case 
the whole analogy of the Apoc. would suggest 
the existence of *and" at the beginning of 
ver. 2—introducing a new clause; see e.g. 
ch. iv.1. ‘The analogy of Ezekiel’s vision also 
leads to the same result. ‘There the waters 
issue forth * eastward,” in the direction of the 
principal avenue of the Temple Court,—“ dy 
the way that looketh eastward” through which 
the Prophet is led (Ezek. xlvii. 2); and in 
neither ver. 7, nor ver. 12, of which this 
passage is an almost verbal transcript, is there 
mention of a “way” or “street” in con- 
nexion with the “trees.” 


And on this side of the river and on 
that was the tree of life] Or,a tree of 
life. (See vv./L, and the references there 
given). The new clause begins, as usual, 
with “ And.” The werd “ tree” in the Greek 
is anarthrous, but is taken generically to repre- 
sent the numerous zrees which grew on either 
side of the river—see on ch. xxi. 16; or favo 


trees merely may be signified, in contrast to 
the one Tree in the original Paradise. 

Diisterd. allows that it is very difficult, with 
the ordinary punctuation, to explain the con- 
struction, which Alf., after him, renders thus: 
“< In tbe midst ofthe street of it (the city), and 
of the river, on one side and on the other, — 
the gen. (‘of the river’) being governed by 
‘in the mids?’ (as Ewald, Diisterd., and others), 
not by ‘on either side’ (as De Wette): and 
the meaning being that the trees were on each 
side in the middle of the space between the 
street and the river.” 

I. Williams renders: “In the midst, &o., 
and on either side of the river was 
there a tree of life;" the absence of the 
article before the word ^ river" in ver. 1, as 
well as before the word “tree,” implies, he 
suggests, ^in both cases a River and a Tree 
not to be confounded with any other men- 
tioned in Scripture from its transcendental 
nature.” And he explains (after Dean 
‘Woodhouse and Dr. Wells): “in the midst 
of the river encompassing the street 
on this side and on that side” :—“On 
the sides of the River, then, not, as in 
Ezekiel many trees, for the solace of our 
weakness on earth, but the one Tree of 
Paradise; when the flaming sword of death is 
removed. Not a river dividing into four 
heads to replenish the earth, but one River 
and one ‘Tree, restored to the unity which is 
in God. One river, encompassing in the 
midst of it ‘the tree of life.’” (p. 471). 

Qi.) In “the tree of life” (cf. ch. ii. 7) we 
have the second type from Paradise—Gen. 
li. 9; iii. 22. See on ver. 1. 

In the note on Gen. ii. 9 see Dr. Kenni- 
cott’s remark as to the generic force of the 
word “tree”; whence he infers that all the 
trees of Paradise, except the Tree of Know- 
ledge, were Trees of Life. 


bearing twelve [manner of | fruits,| Or, 
twelve crops of fruit. “ As before, the 
one Foundation of Christ was found to be in 
the Twelve Foundations with Twelve pre- 
cious stones of every colour, so here the one 
Tree of Life bears ‘twelve manner of fruits?” 
(I. Williams, p. 469);—“ signifying,” notes 
Ebrard, *the ever new enjoyments of the 
Blessed." 

On the other hand Hengst. writes: “ We 
are not to think of different kinds of fruits ; " 
—but merely “new fruits," indicating that 
* the enjoyment of life shall be without inter- 
ruption.” And so Burger, “a t welve-fold 
harvest of fruits, as the verse goes on to 
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her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. 

And there shall be no more 
curse: but the throne of God and of 


REVELATION, XXII. 


[v. 3—4. 


the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
servants shall serve him : 

4 And they shall see his face; 
and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads. 





explain—a new harvest each month." And so 
Stuart renders: producing twelve fruit 
harvests, so asto afford an abundant, not a 
varied, supply. 

yielding its fruit every month:] (Omit 
the initial “ and” ofthe A.V.: and see vv. //.). 
The words of Ezek. xlvii. 12, “ whose leaf 
shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be 
consumed : it shall bring forth new fruit accord- 
ing to his months,” rather support Hengst. 
against the A.V.; viz., that the Tree yields 
“new” fruit every month in never-ending 
succession. The fruit of the Tree, notes 
Reuss, is no longer forbidden; on the con- 
trary, it is offered with a fecundity of which 
actual nature presents no example. 

The number Twelve is again suggested by 
the word “ month : "—cf. the Twelve gates of 
Pearl (ch. xxi. 21), to which the expression 
“every month” has been taken to correspond; 
just as the thought of the “ Nations” walking in 
the light of the City (ch. xxi. 24), corre- 
sponds to the closing words of this verse— 


and the leaves of the tree [avere] for the heal- 
ing of the nations.) Compare: “And the 
fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf 
thereof for medicine "—YVzek. xlvii. 12. ‘The 
sense clearly is that the healing virtues of the 
'Tree of Life supply the remedy for that sick- 
ness of the soul which troubled the * Nations” 
during their earthly existence, but to which 
they shall no more be subject in the City of 
God. ‘The objection of Hengst.is ground- 
less, who limits the healing to the present 
state of things: “ Healing implies disease. 
But this belongs only to the present life." 
As little can one argue from ch. xxi. 4, that 
the tears which God shall wipe away, imply 
that sorrow still exists in the New Jerusalem. 
'The tears are those which men weep under 
the troubles of earth, but which cease to flow 
in the Life Eternal. Düsterdieck refers to 
those who are "afbirst," as we read in ver. 
17; ch. vii. 16;—and to the wretched and 
miserable in ch. iii. 17. The virtue of the 
Tree of Life, as of the Cross, is not limited to 
Jews only, but extends to all the “ Nations” 
of the earth, who are within the Christian 
Zion—see ch. xxi, 24-26. So Words.; and 
see the notes on ch. xx. 2; xxi. 24. 

On the other band, De Wette, Zillig, 
Ewald, Alf., understand the “ Nations,” dwell- 
ing outside the heavenly City ;—Bengel un- 
derstands the * Nations” to which the Gospel 
has not been preached in this life ;—Ebrard 


makes “the healing” import not “ the healing 
from sin, but from the state of undeveloped 
faith in Christ.” 

Renan comments thus: The Apocalypse is 
* par excellence the Book of Jewish pride. Ac- 
cording to the author, the distinction between 
the Jews and the pagans will continue in the 
Kingdom of God. While the Twelve Tribes 
eat of the fruits of the Tree of Life, the 
Gentiles must content themselves with a 
medicinal decoction of its leaves (‘ d’une dé- 
coction médicinale de ses feuilles. "Trait 
ironique’).”—p. 475. 

8. And there shall be no curse any more:] 
Or, no more anything accursed. On the 
word rendered “curse” see vv. ll, and Matt. 
xxvi. 74 (karüÜeua — “ Apud profanos non 
exstat," Grimm), and cf. Josh. vii. 12, 13; 
Zech, xiv. 11 (LXX.). All upon which the 
curse (Gen. iii. 17) might rest has departed 
from the community of the Blessed—see ch. 
XX. 10, 15; xxi. 27; therefore what follows 
naturally results. Because there is no more 
curse, the Divine rule shall never be with-. 
drawn. 


and the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be therein:) Note, “and,” not “ but." 
One and the same ‘Throne,—see ver. Ij 
che ind T. 

and bis servants shall do him service;] 
See ch. vii, rs. Shall worship Hzz—not them ; 
for Christ has said, *I and the Father are 
One "— John x. 3o. 

Burger would translate “shall serve him 
as priests,” enjoying the rights conferred in 
ch. i. 6; v. ro; 1 Pet. ii. 5. That the verb 
here used (Aarpeóc) does not signify this, see 
Archbishop Trench’s Synonyms, p. 118. 

As in ch. xx. 7, the descriptive style of the 
Vision has passed in this verse into a direct 
prediction. 


4. and they shall see his face ;| See Matt. v. 
8; r John iii. 2; cf. Ex. xxxiii. 20; Ps. xvii. 
15:—* Not through veils and mysteries” 
said Arethas (after *the great Dionysius," 
ap. Cranmer, c., p. 491), “but even as He 
was seen by the holy Apostles, on the holy 
Mount,” when they said “It is good for us 
to be here? —Luke ix. 33. See on ch. xxi. 22. 

and bis name |sball be] on their foreheads. | 
See ch. iii. 12; vii. 3; xiv. 1 :— Not engraved 
in plates of metal, as on the forehead of the 
High Priest, but written by the finger of - 
God.”—I. Williams, p. 473. 


a 


v. 5—7.] 


5 ^And there shall be no night 
there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the 
Lord God giveth them light: and 
they shall reign for ever and ever. 


And he said unto me, These 
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sayings are faithful and true: and 
the Lord God of the holy prophets 
sent his angel to shew unto his ser- 
vants the things which must shortly 
be done. 

7 Behold, I come quickly : blessed 





5. And there shall be night no more;] 
See vv. I The description of ch. xxi. 23, 
25, is here repeated :—cf. John ix. 4; xi. ro. 

and they need no light of lamp, neither 
light of sun;] See vv. /. The Codex 
Alexandrinus reads, “they shall need.” 

No night:—No lamp, no Sun is needed 
now,— 

Jor the Lord God shall give them light:] 
See vv. /.: Gr. shalllighten upon them. 

and they shall reign for ever and ewer.] 
Not for a definite period as in ch. xx. 4, 6, 
but “unto the ages of the ages,"—see on 
ch.i.6. The rule of glorified man over the 
New Earth is to be of a different character 
from that exercised by man over Nature 
according to the law laid down in Gen. ix. 2. 





With this promise the Revelation Proper 
(ch. iv. 1-ch. xxii. 5) comes to a close, and 
the description of the New Jerusalem is 
ended :—see the remarks introductory to ch. 
xvii. 








III. THE EPILOGUE (6-21). 


The Third of the three great divisions of 
the Book. 


THE ANGELIC CONFIRMATION (6-11). 


The Visions have now ceased which dis- 
close the future; and the Epilogue follows 
where, in vv. 6-11, the Angel confirms the 
truth of the communications received by St. 
John; and where Christ Himself, in vv. 
12-16, adds to this His testimony. In vv. 
17-21 the Prophetic Book itself is concluded. 

'The Epilogue closely corresponds to the 
Introduction :—The recapitulation, vv. 6—12, 
corresponds to the theme as stated in ch. i. 
7, 8;—The words “I John,” ver. 8, corre- 
spond to ch. i. 9;— The Benediction, ver. 21, 
to the Salutation, ch. i. 4-6. 

6. And be said unto me,] The “ Angelus 
Interpres," the interpreting Angel who has in 
general conveyed the revelations :—see on ch. 
i 1; xxi. 5. Not so, writes Düsterd., under- 
standing the Angel who is the speaker in ch. 
xxi 9. Differently still Ebrard,—he decides 
that there is here no new utterance of the 
Angel who speaks in ch. xxi. 9; but that St. 

ohn, as in ver. 8, is himself the speaker, who 
now recalls to his own recollection and to that 


of his readers two facts, —(1) the statement of 
this Angel in ch. xxi. 5; and (2) the truth 
that the entire of the Apocalypse is of Divine 
origin. 

These words [are] faithful and true:| See 
ch. xxi. 5; and cf. ch. xix. 9; Dan. viii. 26. 
It is clear from vv. 7, 18, that the Angel 
refers here to the entire of the Apocalypse. 


and the Lord, the God of the spirits 
of the prophets, See wvv.//, Not, as we 
read in Num. xvi. 22, “the spirits of all 
Jesh? but in the restricted sense expressed 
in 1 Cor. xiv. 32, and also in the words “the 
spirit of Prophecy” —ch. xix. xo. 

“ The spirit of the prophets” notes Hengst., 
“is the spirit of Prophecy which rests on 
them ;” the Spirit itself is the same for all (1 
Pet. i. 11; 2 Pet. i. 21); but each prophet has 
his own measure of the Spirit's gift, —:i Cor. 
xii. 11: and so De Wette. Diisterd. however 
understands the prophets’ own spirit, which 
God makes His instrument, guiding it by the 
Divine Spirit. This latter seems to be the 
true meaning. 

sent his angel to shew unto his servants] “ In 
(or “concerning”) the churches,’ as in 
ver. 16 ;—to believers generally. 

the things which must shortly come to 
pass] The verbal agreement. of this verse 
with ch. i. r, intimates that the conclusion of 
the Book begins here. ‘This agreement also 
proves that these words apply to the whole 
Apocalypse. 


7. And behold, I come quickly.| (See vv. 
]:—in ver. 12 “ And” is omitted). “And 
still He is not yet come. See ch.i 1; apd 
2 Pet. iii. 8" (Words.). In the Inscription 
(ch. i. 1-3), the order of the clauses is not 
the same as in this verse,—the words “ the 
time is at hand” closing the third verse in 
ch. i. 

The words “ I come quickly” are now thrice 
repeated—here, and in vv. 12, 20; seealso ch. 
ii, 16; iii. 11. The fundamental prediction 
is given in Mal. iii. r. The present passage, 
although uttered by the * Angelus Interpres," 
is evidently spoken from the Person of Christ 
(see ver. 16; cf. ver. 20 ; and also ch. xi. 3): 
—the person sent, speaking from the Person of 
the Sender, as in Gen. xix. 21, 22. If this be 
borne in mind, the discussion as to who is 
the speaker in the different clauses of the 
chapter—e.g. in vv. 12-15—is not of much 
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is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book. 

8 And I John saw these things, 
and heard them. And when I had 
heard and seen, I fell down to wor- 
ship before the feet of the angel 
which shewed me these things. 


profit. On the change from the first to the 
third person Burger compares Jer. xxxiv. 
Ebrard, who considers that St. John, not the 
Angel, is now the speaker, notes that the 
Seer reminds his readers of the saying of 
Christ, “ Behold I come quickly,” in ch. iii. 11; 
just as he has quoted at ch. xvi. 15 a similar 
saying in ch. iii. 3, “ Iwill come as a thief” :— 
see on ver. 8. 


Blessed is he that keepeth the words] 
The words are “ faithful and true” (ver. 6; 
Chis) CE. Ch. xtv. 13: Vi Esse AGERI 
XX. 6. 

In ch. i. 3 the verse begins with the Bene- 
diction, see above. 


of the prophecy of this book.| The addition, 
* of this Book, is made to what is said in 
ch. i. 3, as the command given tothe Seer in 
ch. i. 11, 19, has now been obeyed. 

“This Book”—not as yet written—is re- 
ferred to here, and again in vv. 9, 18, 19. 


8. And I John am he that heard and 
saw these things.] See vv. 4. Com- 
mentators note here the present tense of the 
participles—marking, without temporal sig- 
nificance, the ecstatic condition in which 
St. John “hears and sees” these things— 
as contrasted with the aorists that follow, 
and which refer specially to vv. 6, 7: cf. the 
tense of the participle in ch. xx. 10; xxi. 9; 
&c. “John,” writes Bengel, “had placed 
his name in the title of his Book (ch. 
l 4, 95... and now at the close he 
names himself again, so that we might per- 
fectly know that he,the Apostle John, had 
written this testimony as to the Coming of 
Jesus Christ." It is common to his Gospel, 
Epistles, and Apocalypse, that the truth of 
the facts recorded should be established by 
the evidence of searing and seeing—e.g. John 
3x44 Xix. 355 xxi Tasti John; ive T4. 
“These things,’ here and at the end of the 
verse, refer to the entire contents of the Book. 

Dionysius of Alex. (ap. Euseb. vii. 25) con- 
nects this clause of ver. 8 with ver. 7; so that 
the Seer includes himself in the blessing there 
pronounced. 


And when I heard and saw, I fell 
down to worship] As in ch. xix. ro, where 
see the note. Observe the aorists in this 
place—see above. 
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[v. 8—10. 


9 Then saith he unto me, ?See?c* z 


thou do it not: for I am thy fellow- ^ 
servant, and of thy brethren the 
prophets, and of them which keep 
the sayings of this book: worship 
God. 

IO And he saith unto me, Seal 





before tbe feet of tbe angel which shewed 
me these things.| Note again the tense of 
the participle rendered “ which shewed.” 

When St. John had heard the words 
“ Behold I come quickly” (ver. 7), he supposes 
that He who speaks is the Lord Himself: he 
therefore falls, as in ch. xix. 10, before the 
Angel; so Bisping—Hengst. considers that 
the offered worship in ch. xix. ro had respect 
solely to the contents of the preceding verses ; 
here, on the other hand, it has respect to the 
contents of the entire Book ;—Ebrard (see on 
ver. 6) decides that there is no repetition of 
the act of worship; but that as St. John, in 
ver. 6, had recalled to mind what he had 
heard in ch. xxi. 5; and, in ver. 7, had re- 
called to mind ch. iii. x ; so here he merely 
re-states what he had written in ch. xix. 1o, 
in order the more carefully to preserve the 
record of a fact and a warning of such 
grave importance for the instruction of the 
Church of all time. Asin the Old Test: 
the person of the Prophet is sometimes lost 
in that of the word of God Himself who 
speaks through the Prophet, so it happens 
here. ‘Thus in ver. 9 it is said “I am thy 
Jéllow servant, and then, without any inti- 
mation of change of person, we read in 
vv. 12, I3, “ Bebold I come quickly,” “I am 
Alpha and Omega” (see on ver. 7). To pre- 
vent therefore any ambiguity, what occurred 
in ch. xix. ro is again introduced. 


9. And he saith unto me, See [thou do it] 
not: I am a fellow-servant with thee 
and with thy brethren] (Omit “for” be- 
fore “I am,"—see vv. ll). So far there is 
perfect agreement here with ch. xix. 10, where 
the words which follow, “ that have the testi- 
mony of Jesus," are now replaced by 


the prophets, and with them which keep 
the words of this book: worship God.] 
The command to “ worship God,” is the same 
in both places. On this reference to “ the 
prophets” Bishop Wordsworth notes: “The 
prophets were St. John’s brethren, and this 
spiritual brotherhood is displayed in the Apo- 
calypse. He and they were inspired by the 
same Spirit, and as is here observed by an 
ancient Expositor, ‘how many words of 
Isaiah, how many words of Zechariah, do we 
read in this book of St. John!’” Düsterd. 
likewise observes that “the prophets” are here 


Wet}, 12.] 


not the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book : for the time is at hand. 
II He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still: and he which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still: and he that is 


REVELATION. XXII. 


righteous, let him be righteous still : 
and he that is holy,let him be holy 
still. 

12 And, behold, I come quickly ; 


and my reward is with me, *to give , Ro 2 





distinguished from the rest of the believers 
as “brethren” of St. John (an idea which does 
not appear in ch. xix. 10) ; the design being 
to exalt St. John's authority as a Prophet, and 
the authority of the Apocalypse. To this 
inference corresponds the Angel's command 
in ver. ro (cf. ch. i. 11, 19) that the Seer should 
impart the Revelation to others, —a command 
to be contrasted with the words of ch. x. 4 
(cf. Dan. viii. 26 ; xii.4, 9). Alford refuses to 
recognize any distinction between “prophets " 
and * brethren.” 

After this episode, as it were, of vv. 8, 9, 
the utterances of the Angel in ver. 7 are re- 
sumed. 


10. And be saith unto me,| These words 
either indicate that the discourse of the Angel 
here takes a new beginning; or rather serve 
to point out that his words in ver. 7 are con- 
tinued :—see on ver. 9. 


Seal not up the words of the prophecy of 
this book ;| ‘The public announcement of the 
revelation is here enjoined,—see on ch. i. 19. 
In ch. x. 4 an opposite command is given. 

The end of all things under the seventh 
‘Trumpet (ch. x. 7) has now come. 


Jor the time is at band.) See vv. ll. ‘The 
words of ch. i. 3 are closely followed. 

Ebrard would once more see not an actual 
utterance of the Angel, but a reminiscence 
on the part of the Seer of the commands “ to 
write” given in ch. i. 19; xxi. s. These are 
now expressed in the different form “ seal not 
up;” just as the reason given in the words 
“the time is at hand” replaces the form “ I 
come quickly” in ch. iii. 11, and ver. 7 above. 

As in Dan. viii. 26 ; xii. 4, God is wont to 
command His prophets to “seal up" His 
prophecies when they refer to remote times; 
so, when they refer to times near at hand, 
He commands that the revelation should not 
be sealed, as the Angel commands here (C. a 
Lapide). The nearer the time is at hand, so 
much the more does the Church need the 
consolation with the Apocalypse conveys. 


11. He that is unrighteous,] On ó 
aducay, cf. Matt. xx. 13. 


let bim do unrighteousness still:] Or, 
“yet more.” The Angel, with a retrospective 
glance at the previous visions which reveal the 
eternal ruin of the ungodly, and the eternal 
glory of the Saints, now addresses to both 
solemn words of practical exhortation, not 
unmingled with a certain irony,—cf. Ezek. 





ill, 275 xx. 39; Matt. xii. 33; xxvi. 45. - The 
time is so short there is hardly need to change: 
—so the majority of commentators. The 
moral is—“‘ Change while there is time ”! 

Hengstenberg notes that this verse stands 
between the sayings “the time is at band" 
(ver. ro), and “I come quickly” (ver. 12); 
and that its meaning is to be determined by 
its position :—Each of its statements is alike 
agreeable to the will of God. 1f men will not 
sanctify Him, He will sanctify Himself upon 
them. If they will have it so, let it be so;—if 
it is right in their view, so is it also in God's. 

Burger regards the first two members of 
this verse as conveying a thought similar to 
that contained in Luke xvii. 26-30 :—every 
man will continue to act according to his dis- 
position and the bent of his will, as long as 
there is time todoso. This time, however, is 
short. “Behold,” says the Lord, ‘“ come 
quickly” (ver. 12). 

Ebrard makes this verse also to be the in- 
ference of St. John. 


and he that is filthy, let bhim be made 
filthy szi//:] Or, “yet more.” See vv. l. 
Cf James i.:21; i, 2; r.Pet."il 2x, om the 
word translated “f/thy.” Alf. would take 
the verb “in the constant middle sense of 
passive verbs when the act depends on a 
man’s self"—'" and let the filthy pollute 
himself still.” Cf. on ver. 15. 

and he that is righteous, Yet him do right- 
eousness still:] Or, “yet more." See vv./l. 
On the word “righteous” cf. ch. xv. 3: and 
as illustrating the manner of St. John, com- 
pare the use of this form of speech in 1 John 
li. 29 ; lii. 7 :—see Introd. § 7, IV. (f). 

and be that is holy, let bim be made holy 
still] Or, “yet more" Alf. would render 
the passive verb as before: “and the holy 
sanctify himself still.” 

Bishop Butler (Analogy, ii. ch. 1) quotes 
this verse in order to illustrate the fact that 
“the light of Reason does not any more than 
that of Revelation, force men to submit to 
its authority.” 1 

'The verse is also quoted in the Epistle of 
the Churches of Lyons and Vienne (ap. 
Euseb. H. E. v. 1):—see Introd. $ 2, (a) 
No. (13). 


CHRIST ADDS His TESTIMONY (12-16). 


12. Behold, I come quickly ;| Omit “ And,” 
see vv. ll; and on ver. 7. A passage (vv. 
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every man according as his work shall 
be. 

13 I am Alpha and Omega, ?the 
beginning and the end, the first and 
the last. 


REVELATION. XXII. 


[v. 13—15. 


I4 Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. 

15 For without are dogs, and sor- 





12—16,) where the utterance is from the Person 
of Christ Himself, now begins :—the objec- 
tion to this division, founded on ver. 14, is 
removed by the true reading in that place. 

Ver. 16 proves that the speaker here is 
Christ,—or, at least, which amountsto the same 
thing, the Angel in, His Person, see on ver. 7. 

Hengstenberg decides that “the speaker 
here, as in ch, i. 8, is simply Gop in the 
undistinguished unity of His Being, or God 
in Christ. . . . Where the Angel does not 
speak in his own person, or the speaker 
is not more definitely described, as at ver. 16, 
there it can be only God in Christ.”  Düs- 
terd. however, makes St. John himself the 
speaker in vv. 12-15; and he takes vv. 12, 
13, to be an introduction, in which St. John 
(who knows himselfto be the true interpreter 
of the whole revelation) passes over to his 
own exhortation (ver. 14) from the utterances 
of the Angel. The Seer does this by the use 
of the two Divine sayings of vv. 12, 13, just 
as he had done in ch. i. 8. 


and my reward is with me,| Or, wages. 
Ie., the reward which I bestow ;—see ch. 
Xi. 18; Isai. xl. ro; lxii. rı. These words 
of Isaiah belong to those Divine sayings which 
identify St. John as a prophet—see on ver. 9. 


torender] ‘The injin. epexegeticus, added 
as a complement after the verb “ I come ;”— 
cf. John iv. 15: see Winer, § 44, I. 


to each man according as his work is.] 
See vv. Il. ‘The Apocalypse here at its close 
(cf. ch. ii. 23; xx. 12, 13), insists upon the 
doctrine on which St. Paul without ceasing 
dwells,—God * avi/] render to every man ac- 
cording to bis works”—Rom. ii, 6; xiv. 12; 
zCor in. 85" 2 Cor? v. x6: &C. 

These words intimate that the entire life of 
a man is to be regarded as oze continuous 
“work.” We may compare 1 Cor. iii. 12-15, 
where also the singular, “qwork,”—rd épyov, 
— is found. 


13. I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end.] See vv. //.:—compare Isai. 
xli. 4; xlii. 10; xliv. 6; xlviii. ra. St. John 
again follows the prophetic utterances of 
Isaiah— see on ver. 12 above. : 

In this place only the three Apocalyptic 
titles of Christ are combined:—(1) “The 
Alpha and the Omega "—see ch.i. 8; xxi. 6; 
(2) “The First and the Last”—see ch.i. 17; 
ii. 8; (3) “The Beginning and the End"—see 


ch. xxi. 6. The frst title is symbolical; the 
second is borrowed from the Old Test. (see 
reff. above); the third is philosophical ‘The 
sense is, ‘I am He from Whom all Being has 
proceeded, and to whom it will return ;—the 
primal Cause and final aim of all history ;— 
Who have created the world, and Who will 
perfect it.’ 

As before, Alford and others ascribe these 
words to God the Father. 


14. Blessed are they that wash their 
robes,] This (see vv. //.) the reading of 
the Alexandrine and Sinaitic MSS., Düsterd, 
imagines to have been suggested by a desire 
not to allow the Divine utterances in vv. 
13, 16, to be interrupted by an intervening 
utterance of St. John, which he takes this 
verse to be. This reading alone, however, 
renders the meaning clear, and the connexion 
intelligible. 

For the full doctrine of what is here ex- 
pressed, see ch. vii. 14,—from which verse 
the Vulgate has supplied “in sanguine Agni” 
in this place. 

Bishop Wordsworth still retains the reading 
adopted in the A. V., “that do bis command- 
ments.” ‘This reading is found among Uncials 
only in B (C and P are defective here); 
and among Versions in the Copt., Syr., and 
Arm. Andreas has it, and therefore codex 
I. Itis found in Tertullian (De Pudicit. 19), 
and also in Cyprian (Epist. 294) who appeals 
to-Mattixix. g7 GE ch. xi 175 KY Ta: 


that they may have the right [to come] 
to the tree of life,| Or, the authority over 
the tree of life; and thus “live for ever” 
—Gen. iii. 22: cf.the promise, ch. ii. 7; and 
see above ver. 2. On the constr. “that 
they may” see on ch. xiv. 13. Words. ren- 
ders: “that their authority may be upon 
the tree of life ”—“i.e., may extend 7o it, 
and may be exercised upon it, so that they may 
take and eat of its fruit" Ebrard here (as in 
ch. xiv. 13) makes this a dependent clause,— 
‘They wash their robes in order that they 
shall, as the result, receive authority to eat of 
the tree of life.’ 


and may enter in by tbe gates into the 
City] Or portals (zvAGew). Christ Him- 
self 1s the “ Gate "—see John x. 9 [Eyo eius 
7j 60pa]; and on ch. xxi. 21. See on ver. 19. 
The former clause of this verse Ebrard 
refers to those who dwell within the City 


this clause to “the Nations” (see on ch. xxi. 


v. 16.] 


cerers, and whoremongers, and mur- 
derers, and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie. 

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel 


REVELATION. XXII. 


to testify unto you these things in 
the churches. I am the root and 
the offspring of David, and the bright 


and morning star. 
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26; and above on ver. 2) who dwell aviz5- 
out. lt is more simple, however, to under- 
stand that the great object and aim of 
believers—' The right to come tothe tree of 
life"—Àis first set forth; and then the way 
that leads to it, entrance “by the gates into 
the City.” 


15. Without are all dogs] Omit the 
“ For? of the A. V.—see vv. ll. ‘The article, 
here represented by “a11,” precedes each of the 
first five nouns. In the first noun there is a 
general description of that moral impurity 
which is specially noted in ver. rr—an idea 
borrowed from the wild, unclean type of 
* dogs" in Eastern lands, and still preserved 
in the French word canaille :—cf. Matt. vii. 6 ; 
Phil.iii.2. This verse pronounces a sentence 
of eternal exclusion of all such from the City 
of God. 

Diisterdieck suggests that the contrast 
which is presented here to the Benediction in 
ver. 14, rather requires that these words 
should be taken as a command—“ Hinaus die 
Hunde!” “Away ye dogs!" (“ foras "—Sscil. 
* sunto," not“ foris ”—scil. “sunt ;" supplying, 
in fact, £arecav). Words. compares“ Procul, 
O procul este profani" ‘The former sense 
seems far more natural. 

and sorcerers,| See, in a different order, 
the catalogue of sinners given in ch. xxi. 8. 

Or render, Without [are] the dogs, and 
the sorcerers, and the fornicators, &c. 

and every one that loveth and doeth 
a lie.] See vv. //.:—or, every one loving 
and doing. The ‘doing a lie’ stands opposed 
to ‘doing the truth,’ John iii. 21; cf. ch. xxi. 27. 
As in the summary of ch. xxi. 8, all single 
sins are here also comprehended in the 
general idea of “a lie.” 

Hengst., having noted that in ch. xxi. 8 
those who are excluded from the Kingdom 
of God “ form four pairs,” and that in ch. xxi. 
27 the enumeration “is comprised in the 
number three,” goes on to observe : “ Here the 
excluded are seven, and the seven is divided 
by the four and the three, just as in Isai. i. 4.” 

“TJ am not sure,” writes Bossuet, “if any 
portion of Scripture can be found in which 
terrors and consolations are better inter- 
mingled than they are in these last two 
chapters. There is everything to attract in 
this most blessed City; all in it is rich and 
glorious; but everything also is fitted to in- 
spire one with dread,—for we there perceive 
still more of purity than of grandeur."— 
Comm. in loc. 


Burger notes that vv. 14, 15 show the 
results, on either side, of the choice left free 
for every one (ver. 11), and of the Judgment 
(ver. 12). 


16. IJesus have sent mine angel] Asstated 
from the very first, ch. i. 1. These words 
contain a direct reference to the present re- 
velation to St. John. See on ver. 7; and 
compare ver. 12 as to the relation of the 
speaker throughout to our Lord. 

The Apocalypse here resumes as at the 
beginning the form of an Epistle. Here for 
the first time, and only here, at the close of 
the Book, and as the seal to all that is written 
in it, the Lord styles Himself by His personal 
name JESUS. 


to testify unto you these things in the churches, | 
See vv. //. The reading èv is adopted here; 
but if ézí be read translate concerning the 
churches, as in ch. x. 11 (cf. John xii. 16): 
so Hengst., Zillig, Disterd. Hengst. takes 
“ unto you” to mean “my servants the pro- 
phets who are represented by John, cf. »v.6,9 ; 
ch. i. r^ Diisterd., omitting the prep. (with 
codex 1) translates, have sent mine angel 
unto you the churches [ze, the Seven 
Churches of ch. i. 4] to testify,&c. Burger, 
likewise without the prep., suggests the same 
translation. If, however, the prep. (èri) is 
to be read he refers “unto you” to the 
Angels of the Churches, and renders, *con- 
cerning the churches. Bengel, also 
omitting the prep., refers the dative “unto 
you” to the Angels of the Seven Churches; 
and he takes rais éxx\ynoias to be an ablative, 
rendering “in the churches? Vitr. translates 
“in commodum Ecclesiarum? (émt):—“ Grotius 
recte vertit Ecclesiarum bono. Alf., likewise 
reading êri, nevertheless translates “in the 
churches” (“the èri of addition by juxta- 
position— John iv. 6; Rev. ix. 14"). 


Iam the root and the offspring of David, | 
See ch. v. 5 ; Matt. xxii. 41-45 ;—cf. also Isai. 
xi 1, 10; Rom. xv. 12. On the words “ off- 
spring” (yévos) D üsterd. quotes in illustra- 
tion: “Credo equidem .... genus esse 
Deorum ”—Æn. iv. 12. Vitringa notes 
* Sensus est, in Christo solo stare et conser- 
vari familiam Davidis " (.c., p. 915). 

At the word * David" the cursive manu- 
script, “1,” used by Erasmus breaks off—a 
manuscript which has so greatly influenced 
the Textus Receptus and the modern trans- 
lations of the New Testament. From this 
point to the end of the Apocalypse the 
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1.55.1. heareth say, Come. 


17 And the Spirit and the bride 
-say, Come.” And let him that 
* And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely. 


REVELATION, XXII. 


[v. 17—18. 


18 For I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the pro- 
phecy 


of this book, “If any man / Deut. 


4. 


shall add unto these things, God shall Pro. 39. 6, 


add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book : 





“ Authorized Version” is a translation into 
English, of the re-translation by Erasmus 
-of the Vulgate into Greek, On this subject 
see vv. ll., and the Introduction, § 8. 


the bright,] Omit [az4], which is not in 
the Greek. Compare 


** Hesperus that led 
The starry host, rode brightest."— 
Par. Lost, IV. 605. 


the morning star. Omit azd—see 
v. ll, on this, and also on the word translated 
“morning.” See onch. ii. 28. 

In this, and in the preceding title, the Lord 
refers to the past and tothe future. He Who 
after the flesh is the Son of David, is now the 
Herald of the coming Dawn;—from Him 
proceeds the light of the eternal Day: see 
ch. xxi 23. “I will give bim tbe Morning 
Star,” is His promise to every one “that 
overcometh ” (ch. ii. 28). 

Sir. I. Newton compares 2 Pet.i. 19. 


'THE CONCLUSION (17-21). 


17. And the Spirit and tbe bride say, Come.] 
Or translate ^ Both the Spirit and.” See 
vv. ll.: cf. the same form, "Epxov, in ch. vi. 

In response to the Lord's announcement in 
ver. 12, “Behold, 1 come quickly,” the Universal 
Church,—the “ Bride,”—inspired by the Holy 
Ghost (cf. Acts xv. 28), answers, “Come”! 
Not the Church triumphant, as in ch. xxi. 2, 9, 
but the Church still waiting for Redemption 
—cf. John xv. 26, 27. 

It is unnecessary to refer precisely, with 
Hengst., to the Spirit of Prophecy (ch. xix. 10), 
or yet to the Spirit of the prophets (ch. xxii. 
6), iz which St. John found himself on the 
Lord's Day (ch. i. 10; iv. 2), and which speaks 
through him (ch. xiv. 13) ;——or, with Ebrard 
and Bisping, to the Spirit abiding with be- 
lievers (Rom. viii. 26) ;—or, with Düsterd. 
and Alf., to the Spirit in the churches and in 
the prophets (ch. ii. 7, 11; xix. 10) ;—or with 

. Züllig, to the Prophets (Ze, the prophetic 
Spirit), and the Saints, ch. xi. 18; xvi. 6; 
xviii. 20, 24. 4 

On the “ Bride,"—the symbol by which the 
Church is represented,—see ch. xix. 7; xxi. 
2, 9. 

And he that heareth, let him say, 
Come] See ch. ii 7. 11—he that heareth 


“aubat tbe Spirit saith unto the Churches :” 
cf. ver. 18; ch. i. 3. Ebrard understands ‘he 
that heareth the words of Christ in vv.12—15"; 
—Diisterd., ‘he that heareth the promise of 
the Lord's coming ';— Alf. and Burger,‘ he that 
heareth the cry of the Spirit and the Bride.’ 
We cannot overlook the Lord’s own repeated 
admonition (see Matt. xi. 15), where also the 
“ hearing” is taken absolutely. 

And he that is athirst, let him 
come:| See ch. xxi. 6; John iv. 14; vil. 37; 
cf. Isai. lv.i. See vv. X. 

he that will] Omit “and,” see vv. ll. 
Here, notes Ebrard, is the turning point of 
this exhortation:—to be “ athirst,’ and to 
“will” are the essential conditions of “ coming” 
to Christ. 

let bim take] See vv. Il. 

18. I testify] (Omit * For,"—see vv. 


]l). ‘The personal pronoun is emphatic; ‘I 
John testify. We have here the Apostle’s 


: final warning ;—not, as some (e.g. Ebrard) 


who appeal to ver. 20 conclude, a continuation 
of the Lord’s address in ver. 16. Burger takes 
Christ Himself to be the speaker, and notes: 
“This is the Seal which the Lord Himself 
stamps upon the Book.” 


unto every man] Asin ver. 16; Heb. x. 15. 
Alf. suggests “of every man," as Rom. 
x2; Gall iv. 15. 

that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book,| Note the accurate repetition of the 
words of ch. i. 3, where the Seer pronounces 
a Benediction on those who “read” and 
“ bear,” and “ keep the things that are writien 
therein.” 

The solemn menace now follows :— 


If any man shall add untothem,] See vv. il. 
Gr. upon them—and so in the next clause. 

The anathema here, in accordance with the 
whole spirit of the Apocalypse, is founded on 
the Old Test.:—e.g. “ Ye shall not add unto 
the word which I command you, neither shall 
ye diminish ought from it,” Deut. iv. 2; 
xii 32; Prov. xxx. 5, 6. Speaking of the per- 
fections of God, the son of Sirach writes: 
* Unto Him may nothing be added, neither 
can He be diminished,”—Ecclus, xlii. 21. 

These words, writes Burger, are ad- 
dressed to the entire Church and its teachers. 
* Here,” notes Words., “is a prophetic pro- 
test against the spurious Revelations forged 


v.19—21.] 


I9 And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book. 


by false Teachers in the name of Apostles 
(see Fabricius, Cod. Apocr., N. T.; Jones, On 
tbe Canon; Lücke, &c.)." 


God shall add unto bim the plagues that are 
avritten in this book:] For the Old Test. 
parallels see Deut. vii. 15; xxviii. 27, 60. 
For the references to the “ Book” itself, the 
first six Trumpets, ch. viii. 7-ix. 21 may be 
referred to ;—the “Seven Thunders,” ch. x. 3; 
—the “Seven Vials? ch. xv. 1-17 ;—the 
“ Earthquake” ch. xi. 13; xvi. 18 ;—the fall of 
Babylon, ch. xviii. Of course the penalties on 
additions or omissions are denounced against 
those who would, as Hengst. notes, assail ‘‘ the 
proper kernel of the Book ; such as would sub- 
stitute for the narrow way presented in it, a 
broad one; or would in some measure extin- 
guish the light of hope that shines in it for 
Christians.” Asa commentary on this passage 
we may well refer to the similar denunciation 
by St. Paul in Gal. i. 8, 9; and also to his refe- 
rence to Hymenzus and Philetus who taught 
“that the Resurrection is past already; and 
overthrow the faith of some" (2 ‘Tim. ii. 
17, 18). 


19. and if any man shall take away from 
the words| E.g. the exhortations to patience, 
ch. xiii. ro; xiv. 12;—to be “faithful unto 
death,” ch. ii. 10; iii. 1o. 

There have been at all times those who say 
“Let him make speed, and hasten His work, 
that we may see it" (Isai. v. 19; 2 Pet. 
iii. 4). 

God shall take away bis part] See vv. Il. 
For the phrase “Ais part” cf. ch. xx. 6 ; xxi. 8; 
John xiii. 1; and see Introd. § 7, IV., (c). 

The words that follow are clearly figura- 
tive. 


from the tree of life,] For this important 
change of reading (rod évAou for BíBAov) in 
place of that adopted in the A.V., and intro- 
duced by Erasmus from the Vulgate, “de 
libro vite” see vv. ll. Compare also Introd. 

§ 8. 
^ and out of the boly city,| ‘The two pre- 
positions “from,” and “ out of” (àmó, èk) are 
connected with the verb “ shall take away.” 

The Tree and the City were both mentioned 
in ver. 14. “In these two,” notes Bengel, 
“stands the sum of the blessedness written 
in this Book, at its beginning and at its close, 
ch ii, 7; iil. 12; XXi 2; xxii, 2.” 


REVELATION. XXII. 


20 He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord jesus. 

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen. 





[even from] the things which are written 
in ibis book.) Or translate, “from the tree 
of life, and out of the holy city, which 
are written in this book.”] (Omit “and,” 
before “ from the things,’ see vv. Ul). As“ the 
plagues” in ver. 18 are described as “written in 
this Book,” so Hengst. would refer the words 
“which are written in this Book” both to 
“the Tree" and to “the City.’ Wordsworth 
comments: “The reading of the text [viz., 
the omission of “and” ] is important as de- 
claring that the Holy City belongs to those 
who are written in this Book;”—and he ren- 
ders, “out of the Hely City of those 
that are written," &c. 

Ebrard notes: “Not John, but only He, 
the Lord, has power to issue such threaten- 
ings, as we readin vv. 18, 19.” These words 
have caused offence to many. ‘Thus Luther, 
in his Preface of the year 1522, expresses 
strong disapproval at St. John’s assigning so 
much greater weight to his own Book than 
to the other Holy Books (“ Darzu diinkt mich 
das allzuviel sein, dass er hart solch sein eigen 
Buch mehr denn andere heilige Bücher, da viel 
mehr angelegen ist, befiehlt und drauet” 
u.s.w.); and, following him, De Wette, 
Kliefoth, &c. Luthardt justly replies: “ As 
Paul, Gal. i. 8,f. invokes the curse on the 
man who corrupts the doctrine of faith, so 
John invokes the curse here on the man who 
corrupts the doctrine of bope ; for the subject- 
matter here is the true consolation and light 
of the Church in the heaviest tribulation, and 
also the Word which has power to preserve 
the faithful so that they may not fall in the 
oreat Temptation, and perish.” 

The presumption, notes Bisping, would be 
intolerable, were such words to issue from 
the mouth of one who was not an Apostle. 


20. He which testifieth these things saith, | 
The speaker is Christ, see ch. i. 2 ; xix. 10 :— 
“ The testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

This idea of “testimony” (uaprupia) ap- 
pears at the beginning, and recurs at the end 
of all the three greater documents which we 
have received from St. John :—Johni. 19 ; xxi. 
24;—1i John i, 2; v. 11 ;--Rev. i. 2 ; xxii. 20. 

The words “these things” refer to the 
whole Book,—see vv. 6, 18; and cf. John xxi. 
24. In what follows we have the parting 
sayings of the Lord, and of His Apostle. 


Yea: I come quickly.| Here with the 
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reiteration of that promise which is the 
essence of the entire Apocalypse the Lord's 
own sayings come to a close. 


Amen: come Lord Jesus] (Omit “even 
so,” see vv. ll). Thus the Seer answers in the 
name of the Church Universal. The Lord 
had promised the beloved Disciple an age 
above that of others (John xxi. 22): “If I 
will that he tarry till I come."—4As if remem- 
bering these words, the longing of his soul 
gathers itself up in the parting cry: “ Amen: 
Come Lord Jesus.” 


21. The Grace of the Lord Jesus] 
‘Omit “ our,” and * Christ,” see vv. IT. 


be with all. Amen] Omit “you,” see 
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vv. ll. According to readings of more or less ; 
authority we may render, “be with th 
saints”; or “with allthe saints.” The 
variations in the text have, doubtless, arise 
from the desire of the scribes to bring this 
Benediction into more exact conformity. 
with the closing words of St. Paul’s epistles,— 
as e.g. 1 Thess. v. 28. It would seem from: 
this place, and from ch. i. 4, that St. John had 
regard to the Pauline form, 





To this close may be added that other 
saying of St. John (x John ii. 28) :— 

* And now, little children, abide in Him; 
that, when He shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before Him at 

HIS COMING. 
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